
Health Professional 
Shortage (HPSA) 
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Facilitate Access to Primary Care 
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Health Outcomes 
 

• The current state of Oklahoma’s poor health outcomes will likely 
influence the cost insurance coverage. 

• While Clinical Preventive Services and limited Public Health Activities 
are included they aren’t sufficient to create significant behavior change 
and improve health status. 

• A coordinated system of health and public health interventions are 
required to make significant improvements in Oklahoma’s health 
status. 
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Questions?  
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PPACA Provisions & Critical Action Steps for State Consideration 
July 8, 2012 

Important Deadlines 
September 30, 2012 

November 16, 2012 

January 1, 2013 

October 1, 2013 
January 1, 2014 

Establish Essential Health Benefits for state small group and individual markets 
inside and outside of exchange 
Deadline to submit declaration letter and blueprint for approval of state-based 
or state-partnerships insurance exchange 
HHS will approve or conditionally approve state-based or state-partnership 
insurance exchange for operation in 2014 
Insurance exchanges will begin accepting enrollment 
Insurance exchanges will be fully operational 

Options for Consideration 
Essential Health Benefits 
Determine state essential health benefits or allow the federal proposed default plan 

1. State Option- Allows maximum state control to chose essential benefits within federal 
guidelines 

2. Federal Option- Largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in state's small group market 
Timeframe for decision making- Immediate 

State based, state partnership or federal exchange within the next 18 months 
1. State based exchange 

Pros: Maximum state control within the confines of federal law or regulation 
Cons: Time period is very short and will require significant effort to achieve on time (if possible) 

2. State partnership exchange 
Pros: Allows the state to manage aspects of exchange they choose and allow the federal 
government to operate other aspects of the exchange 
Cons: The federal government assumes overall responsibility in a state partnership exchange 
Functions of an exchange that may be shared in a partnership model: plan management, 
consumer assistance, reinsurance and Medicaid and CHIP eligibility 

3. Federally operated exchange 
Pros: Completely leaves the development and operation of an insurance exchange to the federal 
govt. 

Cons: There is no state control in the management of a federal exchange 
Timeline for decision making- Immediate 

State based or state partnership exchange beginning January 1, 2015 
States have the option of allowing the federal government to build an exchange initially and then 
applying to operate a state exchange within a 12 month period. 

Pros: Allows the state to wait until after the national elections and an opportunity for Congress 
or the President to act before proceeding to develop an exchange. 
Cons: Limits state control initially and might lead to changes or disruption during transition to 
state exchange. 

State based exchange that is non-compliant with ACA 
Pro: Can build an exchange that is consistent with Oklahoma values 
Cons: Federal government will operate an exchange in Oklahoma and provide federal tax 
credits and subsidies 
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Considerations for developing a State Based Exchange to begin January 2014 
A team of individuals needs to immediately be authorized to begin planning the operation of an 
insurance exchange and developing plans to complete the blueprint and attest to the required elements 
of a compliant exchange: 

Legal Authority and Governance 
Eligibility and Enrollment 
Risk Adjustment and Reinsurance 
Organization and Human Resources 
Technology 
Oversight and Monitoring 

Consumer and Stakeholder Engagement and Support 
Plan Management 
Small Business Health Options Program 
Finance and Accounting 
Privacy and Security 
Contracting, Outsourcing, and Agreements 

If a state cannot verify it has all these elements in place and operational by January 1, 2013, HHS can 
provide conditional approval as long as it appears a state can have an operational insurance exchange by 
October 1, 2013. 

Significant Policy Decisions 
1. A governance structure needs to be determined for operation of an exchange. According to 

ACA, the governance structure could be a new or existing state agency, new quasi governmental 
entity or a new non-profit organization. 

• Given the timeframe available, existing governmental entities (or a group of entities) 
that have the authorization to operate an insurance exchange is an option to consider. 
The following agencies were mentioned during stakeholder interviews when discussing 
operation of an exchange: OSEEGIB, OHCA, DID.· 

• Entities that exist in statute that would require alteration of their enabling legislation to 
govern the exchange include OHIET and the HUB. 

• A new quasi-governmental entity or non-profit could be established to govern Insure 
Oklahoma and create Oklahoma's exchange but these entities would need significant 
infrastructure and most likely need support from a state agency. 

2. Funding needs to be identified for development and operation of an insurance exchange. 
Development costs for an insurance exchange may exceed $20 million. Building an insurance 
exchange as a component of existing projects or on top of existing infrastructure may 
significantly reduce costs. 

3. Medicaid expansion decisions may impact eligibility for tax credits on an insurance exchange as 
tax credits are available to those at or above 100% of the federal poverty limit not to exceed 
400%. 
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PPACA Provisions & Critical Action Steps for State Consideration 
July 8, 2012 

Important Deadlines 
September 30, 2012 Establish Essential Health Benefits for state small group and individual markets • 

inside and outside of exchange ( 0\b) o\~ 't"'" we~ n~ it, ad; ..l~ 
November 16, 2012 Deadline to submit declaration letter and blueprint for approval of state-based 17'1! 

or state-partnerships insurance exchange ft.:ls 
January 1, 2013 HHS will approve or conditionally approve state-based or state-partnership 

October 1, 2013 
January 1, 2014 

insurance exchange for operation in 2014 
insurance exchanges will begin accepting enrollment 
insurance exchanges will be fully operational 

Options for Consideration ~ ~ W/ l\l.i.l,l\~ ~V'" ~ 
Essential Health Benefits ~~ 
Determine state essential health benefits or allow the federal proposed default pian --- - Q v~ 

1. State Option- Allows maximum state control to chose essential benefits within federal 
guidelines - -

2. Federal Option- Largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in state's small group market 

Timeframe for decision making- Immediate \'~.tile M J.~ ~ ~W ~ 

State based, state partnership or federal exchange within the next 18 months 
1. State based exchange 

Pros: Maximum state control within t/:le con.fines of federal law or regulation 
Cons: Time period is very short and will require significant effort to achieve on time (it,p·ossible) 

2. State partnership exchange 
• ,•' ' 1 

Pros: Allows the state to manage aspects of exchange they choose and allow the federal . 
government to operate other aspects of the exchange 
Cons: The federal government assumes overall responsibility in a state partnership exchange 
Functions of an exchange that may be shared in a partnership model: plan management, 
consumer assistance, reinsurance and Medicaid and CHIP eligibility 

3. Federally operated exchange 
Pros: Completely leaves the development and operation of an insurance exchange to the federal 
govt. 
Cons: There is no state control in the management of a federal exchange 

Timeline for decision making- immediate 
' '; 

State based or state partnership exchange beginning January 1, 2015 
States have the option of allowing the federal government to build an exchange initi.ally and then 
applying to operate a state exchange wjthin.a 12 month period.·. 

Pros: Allows the state to wait until after the national elections and 'an opportunity for Congress 
or the President to act before proceeding to develop an exchange. 
Cons: Limits state control initially and might lead to changes or disruption during transition to 
state exchange. 

State based exchange that is non-compliant with ACA 
Pro: Can build an exchange that is consistent with Oklahoma values 
Cons: Federal government will operate an exchange in Oklahoma and provide federal tax 
credits and subsidies 
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Essential Health Benefits Defined 
Non-grandfathered plans in the individual and small group markets both inside and outside of the 
Exchanges, Medicaid benchmark and benchmark-equivalent, and Basic Health Programs must cover the 
Essential Health Benefits. beginning in 2014.1 Section 1302(b)(1) provides that EHB include items and 
services within the following 10 benefit categories: (1) ambulatory patient services, (2) emergency 
services (3) hospitalization, (4) maternity and newborn care, (5) mental health and substance use 
disorder services, including behavioral health treatment, (6) prescription drugs, (7) rehabilitative and 
habilitative services and devices, (8) laboratory services, (9) preventive and wellness services and 
chronic disease management, and (10) pediatric services, including oral and vision care. Self-insured 
group health plans, health insurance coverage offered in the large group market, and grandfathered 
health plans are not required to cover the essential health benefits. 

States can set Essential Health Benefits for 2014 and 2015 based on the following: 

(1) the largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group insurance products in 
the State's small group market; 
(2) any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 
(3) any of the largest three national Federal Employee Health Benefits Program plan options by 
enrollment; or 
(4) the largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) 
operating in the State. 
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Certification; recertification & decertification of 
health plans 
Operation of a toll-free hotline 

Maintenance of a web-site for~ ·ovid;:-.& 
information on plans to current and ~ro',pr, tive 

Certification of individuals exempt from the 
individual responsibility requirement 
Provision of information on certain individuals to 
the Treasurv Deoartment and to emolovers 
Establishment of a Navigator program that 
provides grants to entities assisting consumers 

, enrollees ___ -----------------1 
r'h'sentation of enrollee satisfaction su Assignment of price and quality to plans _ _ , results 

Presentation of plan benefit options in a 
standardized format 

;', o·. :<:ion for open enrollee periods as specified in 
Sea;or 1 ; J .~.( .:'6 of the Act 

~--------------------------------------·----------------------~ Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP Consultation Nit!- stakeholders, including tribal 
eligibility and determination of eligibility for governments 

1 individuals in these programs I 
' Provision of an electronic calculator to determine Publication of data on the exchange administrative 
the actual cost of coverage taking into account costs 
eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing 
reductions 

+~ 
BlueCross BlueShield 

of Oklahoma 

,r,;_·-·-'C-·;-;.,-,--o·o-,-,----o,-·--?') 

,(,: I 'ell 
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QJ:ongre%£1' of tbe 'Q1tniteb j,tate£1' 

National Governors Associallon 
Hall of Slates 
444 N. Capilol S!., Sle. 267 
Washington D.C. 20001-1512 

Dear Governors: 

W~n~~innton, llllt 20510 
June 29, 2012 

The Supreme Com1 has 111ied significant parts of the Medicaid expansion oflhe President's heallh care law 
uuconslilutlonal as well as ruling thatlhe individual mandate violated the Commerce Clause and will therefore 
be implemented liS a punitive lax on the middle class. This presents us with a critical choice: Do we allow this 
reprehensible law lo move forward or do we flllly repeal II and start over with commonsense solutions? The 
American people have made il clear !hall hey wan! us to throw this law out in lis entirely. 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated lo the full repeal of !his government takeover of heallhcare 
and we ask you to join us to oppose lis implementation. 

Most hnportantly, we encournge you to oppose any e~·ealion of a stale heallh care exchange mandated under 
the President's dlscrediled health care law. 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a lhreallo the nnancial stability of our already
fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total enrollment numbers. Resisting the implementation 
of exchanges is good for hiring and investment. The law's employer mandate assesses penal!ics · 11p to $3,000 
per employee- only lo businesses who don't satisfY federally-approved hcallh insurance standards .nd whose 
employees receive "premium assistance" through the exchanges. The clear language oflhe slalule only 
permits federal premium assistance to citizens of states who create a stale-based exchange. However, !he IRS 
recently finalized a regulation !hal contradicts the law by allowing !he federal govermnenlto provide premium 
assistance to cilizens in !hose states lim! have no! created exchanges. llre IRS had no authority 10 finalize such 
a regulation. lly r·cfuslng to create an exchange, you will assist us In Congress to repeal this vlolallon 
which will help lower the costs of doing business In your stalo, relative to other states that keep these 
financially draining exchanges In place. 

State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as !he federally-run exchange. 
Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange !hal complies wllh the 600 plus pages of federal exchange 
regulations will only resull in wasted slate resources and higher premiums for your constituents. 

lmplementallon of !his law is notlnc,•ltable and considering more tbun half of the American people 
oppose the law, it Is improbable. Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to heallh care 
reform and Instead focus on solutions that make heallh care more affordable and accessible for every 
American. Let's work lo create a heallh care system ot; for, andh b• the eople, no! government or special 
i1lterests. 

Sincerely, / .--

~~~~~~~~~· ~L/+·~~·~~~~~~r~~ 
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Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange I NewsOK.com 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance 
exchange 
Tile Oklahoman Editorial! Modified: June 29, 2012 at 4:44pm 1 Published: July 2, 2012 "'1 16 

Page I of2 

CONSERVATIVES in the Oklahoma Legislature, irritated with President Barack Obama 
and his far-reaching 2010 health care law, made it a point not to comply with a 
provision of the Jaw requiring states to create exchanges to help consumers buy 
insurance. Now what will they do? 

Digesting the ramifications ofthe U.S. Supreme Comt's upholding ofthe Affordable 
Care Act will take some time. But what can't be debated is that Obamacare remains the 
law of the land, and formation of health insurance exchanges is one pmt of that law. 

Oklahoma was on its way to creating an exchange early last year and it accepted a 
federal grant to do so. Gov. Mary Fallin and Republican leaders in the House and 
Senate -all of them staunch conservatives by any yardstick- had agreed on a 
proposal. Then some senators protested, citing concerns about federal red tape but 
mostly making the point that accepting the grant was the same as endorsement of 
Obamacare. 

That's all it took to get Fallin and the others to jump ship. The money was returned and 
the exchange idea shelved. 

The toxicity of this law in Oldahoma was such that lawmakers who last summer headed 
a committee that explored the state's response to Obamacare were labeled as 
supporters of the law and drew challengers at the ballot box by far-right Republicans. 

A coalition of health care entities and business leaders, including The State Chamber 
and the Tulsa and Oldahoma City chambers of commerce, pushed early this year for 
formation of a state exchange. The reason was simple: "This issue is too imp01tant to 
risk the imposition of a federally designed exchange." 

But exchanges remained a non issue at the Legislature in large part because lawmakers 
banked on the Supreme Comt spiking the law. They figured, why spend time on 
something so unpopular and politically thorny when the law is soon going to be off the 
books anyway? 

Page1 of 2 OJ 2 Noxt~ 
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Andrew Silvestri 

Subject: State Chamber President Comments on Supreme Court Health Care Law Ruling 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
,June 28, 2012 

Contact: Jennifer Monies 
(405) 235-3669 

jmonics@okstatechambcr.com 

State Chamber President Comments on Supt·eme Court Health Care Law Ruling 

Stale Chamber President Fred Morgan comments on today's U.S. Supreme Coul'l decision, which upheld !he 
federal Palienl Pro/eel ion and Affordable Care Act (ACA) health care law by q(jirming the .federal 
government's ability to lax and penalize an individual for no/ purchasing health Insurance. The individual 
mandate section of law is anticipated go inlo.fidl effect in Jamtmy of20 14 and is designed to require all 
citizens, with veiJ' few e.weplions, to purchase health insurance or be taxed by the federal government. 

"We are extremely disappointed in this decision. This is exactly what we feared when we formed the 
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition last year to help suppmt an Oklahoma-based solution to 
the federal exchange mandate in the ACA. We now face a situation where a health insurance exchange ct'afted 
by bureaucrats in Washington, D.C. will now be forced upon Oklahomans. We cannot let this happen and must 
take swift action to create a private sector dl'iven health insurance marketplace in order to avoid a federally 
mandated system," said Morgan. 

"The ramifications of this decision are not yet completely known, but we believe this change will erode the 
quality of care Oklahomans have come to expect and ultimately increase costs for all Amel'icans." 

##II 

About the State Chamber of Oklahoma 
A non-profit organization representing more than2,000 Oklahoma businesses and 400,000 employees, the Stale 
Chamber of Oklahoma is the unified voice of business at the /egis/alive level. For more information, visit 
www. okst(l{echamber. com. 
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Andrew Silvestri 

Subject: Republican Attorneys General Association Statement on Today's Supreme Court Ruling 

Follow Us: ' ~ .In 

Republican Attorneys General Association Statement on Today's Supreme Court Ruling 

Washington, D.C. (June 28, 2012)- Republican Attorneys General Association Chairman 
Scott Pruitt (R-OK) issued the following statement today following a decision from the Supreme 
Court of the United States to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: 

''We're disappointed the Court upheld the individual mandate, and find it disturbing that they did 
not place a limit on the power of the federal government to control the lives of Americans." 

"But, the battle isn't over. It is now up to the political process to repeal the act and replace It 
with measures that address the health care crisis within the confines of the Constitution. We 
must continue to oppose this act and multiple overreaching regulations proposed by the 
Obama Administration that cross the line of federal power." 

"This fall, the American people will have the opportunity to save the country from a disastrous 
future of similar Intrusive policies and budget-busting costs by choosing their leaders wisely. 
Freedom and flexibility must remain with the states whose leaders know best how to care for 
the needs of their citizens." 

"Republican attorneys general will continue to serve as a firewall, taking every action to defend 
our states against this massive overreach from the federal government." 

About RAGA 
The Republican Attorneys General Association (RAGA), part of the Republican State 
Leadership Committee (RSLC}, is the only national organization whose mission is electing 
Republicans to the office of Attorney General. RAGA concentrates on recruiting outstanding 
candidates, providing them with research and financial support, as well as, assisting In 
message development. In doing so, RAGA is improving the talent base from which many future 
Governors and U.S. Senators will be drawn. To learn more about RAGA visit www.rslc.com. 
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Statement of Governor Bob McDonnell on U.S. Supreme Court Decision on the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act 

JUCIIMOND • Go'o'emor Bob H(DOnnelllssued the fo!low!nq statement today fottol~!ng the detlslon by the U.S. Supreme Court 
to uphold the Pal!ent Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). 

'Today's Supreme Court rvllng rs extremely dlsappotnling ror Virginia i\nd for America. The PPACA will c1ea.te a co~tly and 
cumbersome system that wllllrnpalr our country's abilitY to re<over from these challengrng e<onomrc tirnes, lnfrlnt~es on our 
citlun's liberties, wUI hMm sma.ll bustn1mes, and will Impose dramiltfc unfunded m~M<~tes on Virginia and all states. Simply 
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workrng to Identify ne<1!ssary 1esources ilnd Issues to be addmssed to ensure Vlrglota lmp!emeots this flawed law In the mo$\ 
etrectlve and le<1st costly and burdensome wav possible. In coming months, VIrginia's tu~althe<~re leaders will work to develop the 
best possible system to meet the healthcare ne«ls of our Citllcns. II remains my hope that we will ele<:t <~new PfeSident and 
Senate SQ that the exlsl!ng law \~In be repe~!ed <~l'ld states will be given the freedom they n«<<to Implement Malthcare 
solutions that work best for their <itlzens. We will evah.1ato the oplolon In detallln the days ahead Mid determine what po!kles 
Clfe propet ror the people or Virginia." 

Medl~t library 
V•deo 
Nlot.:.s 

'"~'·" Sp<~ltlH 
1'5S fct.Js 

About tho (lOVOf(l{jf 
C-<·~W>ar's o;., 
~~~~ ltc II•Oit~lll 
rm·ur~r·s c.mndlr 
Si~cdu!l<->;< R~l"tll\ 
h<"<U!>'/e N~••I•M 

... 

Governor'• Polley OW<:c 
lk•tellW.ft>l ll.el9nt• 
}~ll ll,!llm!lor~t~ 

f•~t•.!lo<.'On!tr!. 
hH••HII.'Il NHiWS 
StJff L!\lln(l 

Oovemor'l Cabinet 

Comrr~unllyRclallons 
our Commonwullh 
f'r«IJIIIi)l<')<lS 
Hl'JSI"hli 
Cvnmor'~ r~•··>.H r'n<;~•J•n 
lnl.•/1\lfllp Ari4<i'>lo•)ll 
(;o)~~tl'M'~ IJ(I',,1~y lbJpl <~IH 
V"·l·~>l •t·l~ 
hrner-~lAIHnth~t 

Addition~ I UnKs 
11'fA • A!tem~Hvt 
lwiWh.:ti'; 
('(.{(';...~.! p,.,,~.qli 

v,tgl<f;ll rahl'.lr•e1 
(,(,,·(<t•t>rAtdwa 
)hl' I'H.H 0."<>~ 

http://www.governot·.virginia.gov/News/viewRelease.cfm?id=1311 7/2/2012 
35946



PrintTemplate 

News max 

Scott Walker: Wisconsin Won't Launch Obamacare 
Sunday, July 1, 2012 03:25PM 

By: Amy Woods 

Calling Obamacare a massive tax Increase, Republican Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker said Sunday he is going to walt before Implementing health
Insurance exchanges In his state. 

"We're going to wait," Walker said on CBS' "Face the Nation." "For people 
here in Wisconsin and plenty of other states across the country, we want to 
put the power back in the hands of the people at the state and the local level, 
not be driven by a federal mandate." 

He said he believes in a free-market alternative to the government-funded 
health-insurance program upheld last week by the Supreme Court. 

"Yes, it is a tax increase," Walker said. "That's the whole reason why the law 
was upheld." 

Government-funded health insurance ultimately will lead to the rationing of 
healthcare to control costs, he said. 

"Which do you think's more likely to drive down healthcare costs and make 
our states and our jobs more competitive - having something driven by the 
government In terms of a mandate, or having something that opens up the 
door so that all of us, as consumers, play a much more active role, having 
skin In the game, when It comes to healthcare," he asked. "I think the latter is 
the more appropriate approach." 

© 2012 Newsmax. All rights reserved. 

http:l/www.newsmax.com/PrintTemplate.aspx?nodeid=444117 
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7. 9.1.2--

Statistics Related to Medicaid Expansion 
• In 2010 624,480 Oklahomans were uninsured, 17o/o of the total 

population. Coverage varies by age group. Uninsured by category: 
o Children- 12.2o/o 
o Adults 19-64- 23.1 o/o 
o Adults 65+ - 0.2o/o 

(OHCA Uninsured Fast Facts October 2011, based on 2010 US Census Bureau data) 

• At 138o/o FPL (Federal Poverty Level): TI1ere are 889,000 Oklahomans. Of 
them, 281,000 or 32o/o are uninsured. (U.S. Census Bureau, 2009American 
Community Survey) 

• At lOOo/o FPL: There are 597,000 Oldahomans. Of them, 197,781 or 33o/o 
are uninsured. (U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey, 2011 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement) 

• Expanding Medicaid to 138o/o FPL would make 180,000 Oklahomans 
eligible for SoonerCare. Using the CBO estimated take-up rate of 57o/o, 
OHCA assumes 102,600 would sign up for SoonerCare. 
(OHCA estimate based on Census estimates of uninsured) 

• Expanding Medicaid to 138o/o FPL would cost taxpayers $286.3 million 
per year in 20 14, all of which would be federal funds. 
(OHCA estimate based on per-member cost of $2,970/year) 

• By 2020, when the federal match rate bottoms out at 90o/o, the cost to 
state taxpayers of the newly-eligible adults would be $27.9 million. By 
that year, federal contribution will be $294.4 million. (OHCA estimate based 
on above data, ACA cost-sharing schedule, with 2%/year cost iriflation is assumed) 

• There are other ACA-related costs to the state treasury totaling $30.1 
million in 2014: 

o In its first year, the ACA is expected to cause 34,470 "previously 
eligible" persons to enroll in SoonerCare, costing state taxpayers 
$20.8 million in state matching funds. 

o OHCA estimates that administrative costs, half of which fall on 
state taxpayers, will increase by $9.3 million in 2014 because of 
ACA: 

• $5.5 million for general administrative expenses 
• $2.1 million for increases in volume-based contracts with 

vendors 
• $1.7 million for payroll costs of 76 FTE at OHCA. 

• OSU has developed a model to estimate the economic impact of Medicaid 
on the state's economy. Using the model, the $286.3 million federal 
funds expenditure for newly-eligible adults in 2014 would yield: 

o 4,187 direct health-care jobs with $150.8 million payroll 
o 5,158 indirect jobs with $131.2 million payroll 
o $29.8 million in state tax collections (sales, income @ 2007 rates, 

other) 
Job and income modifiers, and tax revenue estimates, are based on IMPLAN values used 
in "The Economic Impact of the Medicaid Program on Oklahoma's Economy," National 
Center for Rural Health Works, Oklahoma State University, January 2007. 
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• Categories of Oldahomans impacted by ACA (assuming Medicaid 
eligibility is set at <138% FPL): 

o Number of uninsured Oldahomans reduced by 338,000. Sources of 
insurance: 

• Medicaid, increase of 202,000 
• Non-group Insurance, increase of 58,000 
• Employer-sponsored Insurance, increase of 77,000 

o Uncompensated care is reduced from $886 million to $277 million, 
a drop of $609 million or 69%. 

o 100,000 Oldahomans would gain tax subsidies totaling $430 
million to purchase insurance. 

Robert Wood Johnson FOLmdation Report, Jan. 2012; Blavin, Buittgens and Roth; 
Based on Health Insurance Policy Simulation Model (HIPSM) 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

OVERVIEW OF OPTIONS FOR THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

JULY 2012 
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HIGH LEVEL HCR REQUIREMENTS 

~ Individual Mandate 

~ Medicaid/CHIP Expansion 

~ Health Exchange 

~ 2 

THIS PRESENTATION IS LIMITED TO EXPLORING THE 
TECHNOLOGY OPTIONS AS RELATES TO THE HEALTH 
EXCHANGE ONLY. 

Prepared by OSF- Confidential 
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KEY FUNCTIONS OF AN EXCHANGE 
" Provide both an individual and small group insurance exchange portal, or 

combined portal 
~ Present plan options in a standardized way (i.e., Platinum, Gold, Silver, and 

Bronze) 
" Provide electronic resources (e.g., cost calculators) and toll-free call center 

support to users of the exchanges' Web portals 
~ Administer exemption process for individual mandate requirement 
~ Determine eligibility for and enroll applicants in public programs 
.. Determine eligibility for new tax credits and cost-sharing reductions (if applicants' 

household income is 1 00-400% of the federal poverty level) 
" Facilitate advance payments of premium tax credits by the Department of 

Treasury to insurers 
~ Determine whether employer-sponsored insurance is "affordable," i.e., less than 

9.5% of household income 
~ Receive and process "free choice" vouchers for employees who have 

unaffordable employer-sponsored insurance 
~ Operate a consumer assistance program 
" Report user and employer data to Department of Treasury 
" Generate sufficient revenue to be self-sustaining by 2015 
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AGENCIES/ENTITIES INVOLVED 

~ Oklahoma Health Care Authority 

~ Oklahoma State Department of Health 

~ Oklahoma Department of Human Services 

~ Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust 

~ Private Providers/Carriers 

~ Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group 
Insurance Board? 

~ Oklahoma Tax Commission? 

~ Oklahoma Employee Securities Commission? 

~ Oklahoma Insurance Department? 

~-~--- -------------- --------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS 

~ Time remaining to meet Federal milestones is 
extremely short ( 15 months) 

~ Most State Agencies involved will need to curtail/stop 
current technology initiatives 

~ Additional/New Funding may be required 

~ Who owns this effort? 

~ What is OHIET's role? 

-------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5 Prepared by OSF - Confidential 
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MANDATED TIMELINE & MILESTONES 

~ 2013 
~ State must demonstrate that it is willing and able to implement the 

exchange by January 1, 201 3. - section 1321 (c) 

~ Portal must be open for Pre-enrollment by October 1, 201 3 

~ 2014 
~ Exchange must be operational by 1/1/2014. - section 1311 (b) 

~ Medicaid Coverage available for all individuals up to 133°/o federal 
poverty level (FPL) ($29,326 for a family of four); modified 
adjusted gross income (MAGI) (as also used under the 
exchanges) will determine Medicaid eligibility 

--------------- ---------- ---------------------------- ---- -------- ----------- -----------------------------------------------· 
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OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

1. Begin development of an Oklahoma Exchange 

2. Join a State consortium ( n~-=- ttt ~) 

3. Subscribe to a vendor supported exchange 

4. Default to the Federal Exchange 

s. Do nothing (Wait until election) 

----------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- ---- ---- --- -- ---------
7 Prepared by OSF- Confidential 
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ONGOING INITIATIVES - s~ 5t.rviar ~ ~~~ 

1 OHCA 

2 OKDHS 

3 OSEEGIB 

4 OSDH 
......._ 

5 

9 

Online Eligibility & Enrollment ($14MM 
@90/1 0) 

MOSAIC (Future; $1 09MM over 8 years) 
30+ Additional technology projects 

VITECH V3 Upgrade ($2.8MM) ~$ nat-~ ~ 

CDR, eMPI, Interface@ $3MM 

? 

~ c<)AJ.M be ~ ~ ~ ~ (Q~ 

h,v~ 
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ISSUES SUMMARY 

~ Time is very short for implementation 

~ Additional funding up to $40 Million may be needed 
(depending on the option selected) 

~ How will State of Oklahoma fund this effort? 
Use 90/10 as a vehicle 

Federal HIE Grant (grant deadline has been extended) 

~R cov ·at ~ 
Collaborative approach with Agency funding 

Transaction-based to defer cost pqy ~ rw f\Lbntk 

~ How will this effort be governed, managed and 
executed? 

10 Prepared by OSF- Confidential 
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ISSUES SUMMARY 

• Strong Program Leadership is critical 

• Agency SME participation is paramount 

• Procurement timeline could be the critical path 

• A decision must be made as soon as possible on 
which option the State wishes to choose 

----------- ---------- ---- -------------- ---- --- ------------------ ----- --- -------------- --------------------------- -------- ---
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CONCLUSION 
~ The "Build or Transfer" option is not viable due to the 

short timeframe 
~ The "Consortium" option has the following 

challenges, 
Admittance into the consortium is unknown 
Unknown solution parameters increases risk to OK 

~ The State must secure the services of a vendor to 
assist and manage the exchange 

~ There is a 50o/o probability that the State of 
Oklahoma will not meet the timeline stipulated 

~ The State choice is between "Subscribe" and a 
''Federal Exchange'' 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
12 Prepared by OSF- Confidential 
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FKG 
FRIED • KILPATRICI< • GUINN 

Jim Fried 
jim@rKGconsulling.com 

Olie Ann Fried 
olieunn@FKGcoiiSulling.com 

Bryan Fried 
b1 yon@fKGconsulling.com 

Tommie Kilpolrick, Esq. 
lommie@FKGconsulling.com 

Don Kilpalrick, Esq. 
don@fKGconsullillg.colll 

Spencer Guinn 
spencer@FKGconsulling.com 

530 NW 141h Slreel 
Oklahoma Cily, OK 73103 

Aloiling Address: 
P.O. Box 54825 
Oklahoma Cily, OK 73154 

www.FKGconsulling.com 

June 28, 2012 

Dear Katie: 

As you know, today the United States Supreme Court mmounced its 
decision on the Affordable Care Act. Much will be said about this 
decision in the coming days and weeks. I wanted to be sure that you 
received this statement from our client, America's Health Insurance 
Plans. You play an important role in the policy dialogue, and we look 
forward to working with you in the future. We will share additional 
relevant information as it becomes available. Please feel free to contact 
me if you have questions about the attached or need more information. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Tanunie Kilpatrick 
Retained Counsel for America's Health Insurance Plans 

35963



PRfSS RflfASf 

AHIP Statement on Supreme Court Ruling 
Washington, D.C. - America's Health Insurance Plans' (AHIP) President and CEO Karen 
Ignagni today released the following statement on the Supreme Court ntling: 

"Individuals and families need secure, affordable coverage choices. Maintaining the link 
between market reforms and universal coverage is essential to avoiding significant cost increases 
and loss of choice for consumers and employers. 

"As the reform law is implemented, health plans will continue to focus on promoting 
affordability and peace of mind for their beneficiaries. The law expands coverage to millions of 
Americans, a goal health plans have long supported, but major provisions, such as the premium 
tax, will have the unintended consequences of raising costs and disrupting coverage unless they 
are addressed. 

"Health plans will continue to work with policymakers on both sides of the aisle to make 
coverage more affordable, give families and employers peace of mind, and promote choice and 
competition. Health plans also will continue to lead efforts to reform the payment and delivery 
system to promote prevention and wellness, help patients and physicians manage chronic 
disease, and reward quality care." 

#### 

Cost Impact of Other ACA Provisions 
The health care reform law includes a number of provisions that will increase the cost of health 
care coverage: 

• According to a technical analysis by Oliver Wyman, the new health insurance tax "will 
increase premiums in the insured market on average by 1.9% to 2.3% in 20 14," and by 
2023 "will increase premiums 2.8% to 3.7%." Between2014 and 2019, the total amount 
assessed will be at least $73 billion. 

• According an Urban Institute study in Health Affairs, "eliminating age rating in the 
small-group and individual markets increases individual premiums for single 
policyholders ages 18- 34 by $1,400, from $3,600 to $5,000, and for single policyholders 
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PP ACA Overall Approach to Expanding Access to 
Coverage 

• Require most U.S. citizens and legal residents to have health insurance. 

• Creates Health Benefit Exchanges through which individuals can purchase coverage, with premium 
and cost sharing credits available to individuals & families with income between 133 - 400% of the 
federal poverty level (FPL). (The poverty level is $22,350 for a family of four in 2011) 

• Create separate Exchanges through which small businesses can purchase coverage. 

• Require employers to pay penalties for employees who receive tax credits for health insurance through 
an Exchange, with exceptions for small employers. 

• Impose new regulations on health plans in the Exchanges and in the individual and small group 
markets. 

• Expand Medicaid to 133% of the federal poverty level. 

I 
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PP ACA Individual Mandate to Have Coverage 

• Require U.S. citizens and legal residents to have qualifYing health coverage. Penalties will be phased 
in beginning in 2014 at $95.00 or 1% of taxable income. By 2016, those without coverage pay a tax 
penalty of the greater of$695 per year up to a maximum of three times that amount ($2,085) per 
family or 2.5% ofhousehold income. 

• Exemptions will be granted for fmancial hardship, religious objections, American Indians, those 
without coverage for less than three months, undocumented immigrants & incarcerated individuals. 

• Assess a fee to employers with 50 or more full-time employees have at least one full-time employee 
who receives a premium tax credit. The penalty varies based on whether the employer offered health 
coverage. (Effective January 1, 2014) 

• Require employers with more than 200 employees to automatically enroll employees into health 
insurance plans offered by the employer. Employees may opt out of coverage . 

• • OKLAHbMA STATE DEPAF.TMENT OF HEALTH· CREAT\i\G A STATE OF HEALTH· WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 3 
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PPACA Expansion of Public Programs 

• Expand Medicaid to all non-Medicare eligible individuals under age 65 with incomes up to 133% FPL 
based on modified adjusted gross income (MAGI). 

• All newly eligible adults will be guaranteed a benchmark benefit package that meets the essential 
health benefits available through the Exchanges. 

• To fmance the coverage for the newly eligible adults, states will receive 100% federal funding for 
2014 through 2016, subsequent years will phase in state subsidy until federal financing decreases to 
90% for 2020 and subsequent years. 

• States have the option to expand Medicaid eligibility to childless adults beginning on April1, 2010, 
but will receive their regular Federal Medicaid Assistance Program (FMAP) until20 14. 

• Increase Medicaid payments in fee-for-service and managed care for primary care services provided 
by primary care doctors (family medicine, general internal medicine or pediatric medicine) to 100% of 
the Medicare payment rates for 2013 and 2014. States will receive 100% federal financing for the 
increased payment rates. (Effective January 1, 2014) 

• I • OKLAHfMA STATE DEPAFTMENT OF HEALTH· CREATI\G A STATE OF HEALTH· WWW.HEALTH.OK.GO'I 4 
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PPACA Expansion ofPublic Programs 

Treatment of Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 

• Require states to maintain current income eligibility levels for children in Medicaid and CHIP until 
2019 and extend funding for CHIP through 2015. CHIP benefit package and cost-sharing rules will 
continue as under current law. 

• Provide states with the option to provide CHIP coverage to children of state employees who are 
eligible for health benefits if certain conditions are met. 

• Beginning in 2015, states will receive a 23 percentage point increase in the CHIP match rate up to a 
cap of100%. 

• CHIP-eligible children who are unable to enroll in the program due to enrollment caps will be eligible 
for tax credits in the state Exchanges . 

• I • OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH· CREATII\G A STATE OF HEALTH· WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 5 
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PP ACA Premium & Cost Sharing Subsidies to 
Individuals 

• Provides Premium Tax Credits and Subsidies Through Exchange. (Effective 1/2014) 

Eligibility 

• Limits availability of premium credits and cost-sharing subsidies through the Exchanges to U.S. 
citizens and legal immigrants who meet income limits. 

• Employees who are offered coverage by an employer are not eligible for premium credits unless the 
employer plan does not have an actuarial value of at least 60% or if the employee share of the 
premium exceeds 9.5% of income. 

Premium Tax Credits 

• Provide refundable and advanceable premium credits to eligible individuals and families with incomes 
between 133%-400% FPL to purchase insurance through the Exchanges. 

• The premium credits will be set on a sliding scale such that the premium contributions are limited 
from 2% of income (for 133% FPL) to 9.5% of income (300%- 400% FPL) . 
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PP ACA Premium & Cost Sharing Subsidies to 
Individuals 

Cost Sharing Subsidies 

Provide cost-sharing subsidies to eligible individuals and families. The cost sharing credits reduce the 
cost sharing amounts and annual cost-sharing limits based on a sliding scale up to 400% FPL. 

Verification 

Require verification of both income and citizenship status in determining eligibility for the federal 
premium credits. 

Subsidies and abortion coverage 

Ensure that federal premium credits or cost-sharing subsidies are not used to purchase coverage for 
abortion if coverage extends beyond saving the life of the woman or cases of rape or incest (Hyde 
amendment). 

I I 
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PP ACA Premium to Employers 

Small Business Tax Credit 

Provide a tax credit to small employers with no more than 25 employees and average annual wages of 
less than $50,000 that purchase health insurance for employees. 

1. Phase I: For tax years 2010 through 2013, provide a tax credit of up to 35% of the employer's 
contribution toward the employee's health insurance premium if the employer contributes at 
least 50% of the total premium cost or 50% of a benchmark premium. 

2. Phase II: For tax years 2014 and later, for eligible small businesses that purchase coverage 
through the state Exchange, provide a tax credit of up to 50% of the employer's contribution 
toward the employee's health insurance premium if the employer contributes at least 50% of 
the total premium cost. The credit will be available for two years. 

Reinsurance Program 

Create a temporary reinsurance program for employers providing health insurance coverage to retirees 
over age 55 who are not eligible for Medicare. Program will reimburse employers or insurers for 80% of 
retiree claims between $15,000 and $90,000 . 

• • OKLAH~MA EALTH • WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 8 
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PP ACA Tax Changes 

• Impose a tax on individuals without qualifying coverage beginning in 2014. 

• Exclude the costs for over-the-counter drugs not prescribed by a doctor from being reimbursed 
through an HRA or health FSA. (Effective January 1, 2011) 

• Increase the tax on distributions from a health savings account or an Archer MSA that are not used for 
qualified medical expenses to 20%. (Effective January 1, 2011) 

• Limit the amount of contributions to a flexible spending account for medical expenses to $2,500 per 
year increased annually by the cost of living adjustment. (Effective January 1, 2013) 

• Increase the threshold for the itemized deduction for unreimbursed medical expenses from 7.5% of 
adjusted gross income to 10% of adjusted gross income for regular tax purposes. (Effective January 1, 
2013) 

• Increase the Medicare Part A (hospital insurance) tax rate on wages by 0.9% for higher-income 
taxpayers. (Effective January 1, 2013) 

• Impose an excise tax on insurers of employer-sponsored health plans with aggregate values that 
exceed $10,200 for individual coverage and $27,500 for family coverage. (Effective January 1, 2018) 
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PP ACA Tax Changes 

• Eliminate the tax deduction for employers who receive Medicare Part D retiree drug subsidy 
payments. (Effective January 1, 2013) 

• Impose new annual fees on the pharmaceutical manufacturing sector. (Beginning 2012) 

• Impose an annual fee on the health insurance sector. Discounts apply for non-profit insurers. 
(Effective January 1, 2014) 

• Impose an excise tax of 2.3% on the sale of any taxable medical device. (Effective for sales after 
December 31, 2012) 

• Limit the deductibility of executive and employee compensation to $500,000 per applicable individual 
for health insurance providers. (Effective January 1, 2009) 

• Impose a tax of 10% on the amount paid for indoor tanning services. (Effective July 1, 201 0) 

• Exclude unprocessed fuels from the definition of cellulosic biofuel for purposes of applying the 
cellulosic biofuel producer credit. (Effective January 1, 201 0) 

• ClarifY application of the economic substance doctrine and increase penalties for underpayments 
attributable to a transaction lacking economic substance. (Effective upon enactment) 

• • OKLAH~MA STATE DEP~FTMErH OF HEALTH· CREATI~G A STATE OF HEALTH· WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 10 
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Health Insurance Exchange 

Creation & Structure of Health Exchange 

• Create state-based Health Benefit Exchanges and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) 
Exchanges, administered by a governmental agency or non-profit organization, through which 
individuals and small businesses with up to 100 employees can purchase qualified coverage. (State 
option, 1-50 employees through January 1, 2016) 

• Permit states to allow businesses with more than 100 employees to purchase coverage in the SHOP 
Exchange beginning in 2017. 

• States may form regional Exchanges or allow more than one Exchange to operate in a state as long as 
each Exchange serves a distinct geographic area. (Funding available to states to establish Exchanges 
within one year of enactment and until January 1, 20 15) 

Eligibility to purchase in the exchanges 

Restrict access to coverage through the Exchanges to U.S. citizens and legal immigrants who are not 

incarcerated. 

Public Plan Option 

Require the Office of Personnel Management to contract with insurers to offer at least two multi-state 

plans in each Exchange. 

I 
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Health Insurance Exchange 

Consumer Operated & Oriented Plan (CO-OP) 

Create the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program to foster the creation of non-profit, 
member-run health insurance companies in all 50 states and District of Columbia to offer qualified health 
plans. To be eligible to receive funds, an organization must not be an existing health insurer or sponsored 
by a state or local government. (Appropriate $4.8 billion to establish CO-OPs by July 1, 2013) 

Benefit Tiers 

• Create four benefit categories of plans plus a separate catastrophic plan to be offered through the 
Exchange, and in the individual and small group markets: 

1. Bronze plan represents minimum creditable coverage and provides the essential health 
benefits, covers 60% of the benefit costs of the plan. 

2. Silver plan provides the essential health benefits, covers 70% of the benefit costs of the plan. 

3. Gold plan provides the essential health benefits, covers 80% of the benefit costs of the plan. 

4. Platinum plan provides the essential health benefits, covers 90% of the benefit costs of the 
plan. 

5. Catastrophic plan available to those up to age 30 or those who are exempt from the mandate to 
purchase coverage. This plan is only available in the individual market. 

• Reduce the out-of-pocket limits for those with incomes up to 400% FPL. 

I I • OKLAHOMA STATE DEPAFTMENT OF HEALTH· CREATI~G A STATE OF HEALTH· WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 12 
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Health Insurance Exchange 

Insurance Market and Rating Rules 
• Require guarantee issue and renewability and allow rating variation based only on the following: 

~ age (limited to 3 to 1 ratio) 

~ premium rating area 

~ family composition 

~ tobacco use (limited to 1.5 to 1 ratio) 

• Require risk adjustment (effective January 1, 2014) 

Qualifications of Participating Health Plans 
Require qualified health plans participating in the exchange to: 

• Meet marketing requirements 

• Have adequate provider networks 

• Contract with essential community providers 

• Contract with navigators to conduct outreach and enrollment assistance 

• Be accredited with respect to performance on quality measures 

• Use a uniform enrollment form and standard format to present plan information 

• Require qualified health plans to report information on claims payment policies, enrollment, 
number of claims denied, cost-sharing, & out-of-network policies in plain language . 
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Health Insurance Exchange 

Requirements of the Exchanges 

• Maintain a call center for customer service. 

• Establish procedures for enrolling individuals and businesses. 

• Determine eligibility for tax credits. 

• States develop a single form for applying for state health subsidy programs that can be filed online, in 
person, by mail, or by phone. 

• Permit exchanges to contract with state Medicaid agencies to determine eligibility for tax credits in the 
exchanges. 

• Require exchanges to submit financial reports to the federal Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(HHS). 

Basic Health Plan 

Permit states the option to create a Basic Health Plan for uninsured individuals with incomes between 
133-200% FPL who would otherwise be eligible to receive premium subsidies in the exchange. 

Effective Dates 

Provisions relating to the American Health Benefit Exchanges are effective January 1, 2014. 

I 
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PP ACA Benefit Design 

Essential Benefits Package 

• Create an essential health benefits package that: 

);> Provides a comprehensive set of services, 

);> Covers at least 60% of the actuarial value of the covered benefits, 

);> Limits annual cost-sharing to the current law HSA limits, 

);> Is not more extensive than the typical employer plan, and 

);> Requires the federal Secretary ofHHS to defme and annually update the benefit package 
through a transparent and public process. 

• Require all qualified health benefits plans, including those offered through the Exchanges and those 
offered in the individual and small group markets outside the Exchanges, to offer at least the essential 
health benefits package. (Exception- grandfathered individual and employer-sponsored plans) 

Abortion Coverage 

Prohibit abortion coverage from being required as part of the essential health benefits package. 

I 
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PP ACA Changes to Private Insurance 

• Establish a temporary national high-risk pool to provide health coverage to individuals with pre-existing 
medical conditions who have been uninsured for at least 6 months. 

• Require health plans to report the proportion of premium dollars spent on clinical services, quality, and 
other costs and provide rebates to consumers for the amount of the premium spent on clinical services and 
quality that is less than 85% for plans in the large group market and 80% for plans in the individual and 
small group markets. 

• Establish a process to review increases in health plan premiums and require plans to justify increases. 

• Adopt standards for financial and administrative transactions to promote administrative simplification. 

• Provide dependent coverage for children up to age 26 for all individual and group policies. 

• Prohibit individual and group health plans from placing lifetime limits on the dollar value of coverage and 
prohibit insurers from rescinding coverage except in cases of fraud. 

• Prohibit pre-existing condition exclusions for children. (Effective within 6 months of enactment) 

• Impose same insurance market regulations relating to guarantee issue, premium rating, and prohibitions on 
pre-existing condition exclusions in the individual market, in the Exchange, and in the small group market. 
(Effective January 1, 2014) 
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PP ACA State Role 

State Role 

o Create an Insurance Exchange for individuals and small businesses or federal government will create 
an Exchange. 

o Enroll newly eligible Medicaid beneficiaries into the Medicaid program no later than January 2014, 
coordinate enrollment with the new Exchanges, and implement other specified changes to the 
Medicaid program. 

o Maintain current Medicaid and CillP eligibility levels for children until 2019 and maintain current 
Medicaid eligibility levels for adults until the Exchange is fully operational. 

o Establish an office of health insurance consumer assistance or an ombudsman program to serve as an 
advocate for people with private coverage in the individual and small group markets. 

o Permit states to create a Basic Health Plan for uninsured individuals with incomes between 133% 
and 200% FPL in lieu of these individuals receiving premium subsidies to purchase coverage in the 
Exchanges. 

o Permit states to obtain a five-year waiver of certain new health insurance requirements if the state 
can demonstrate that it provides health coverage to all residents. State health coverage must be at 
least as comprehensive as the coverage required under an Exchange plan and must not increase the 
federal budget deficit. 
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PP ACA Cost Containment 

Administrative Simplification 

Adoption of single set of rules for health insurance administration. 

Medicare 

Restructure Medicare Advantage payments, freeze or reduce premiums & subsidies to certain 
individuals, withhold percentage of payment based on hospital readmission and healthcare acquired 
conditions. 

Medicaid 

Increase Medicaid drug rebates, prohibit payments for healthcare acquired conditions. 

Prescription Drugs 

FDA to approve generic for biologics. 

Waste, Fraud, and Abuse 

Enhanced oversight, capture and share data, increase penalties . 
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Primary Care 

PP ACA Improving Quality/Health 
System Performance 

• Increase Medicaid payments in fee-for-service and managed care for primary care services provided 
by primary care doctors (family medicine, general internal medicine or pediatric medicine) to 100% of 
the Medicare payment rates for 2013 and 2014. States will receive 100% federal financing for the 
increased payment rates. 

• Provide a 10% bonus payment to primary care physicians in Medicare from 2011 through 2015. 

Develop Strategies, Grants, Plans & Research 
• Comparative Effectiveness Research 

• Medical Malpractice 

• Bundled Payments 

• Value-Based Purchasing 

• Home Based Primary Care 

• Dual Eligibles 

• National Quality Strategy 

• Financial Disclosure 

• Disparities 

I 
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PP ACA Prevention/W ellness 

Strategies, Funding, Grants, & Research 

• Develop National Prevention Strategy. 

• Establish a Prevention & W ellness Fund. 

• Establish a grant program to support the delivery of evidence-based and conununity-based prevention 
especially in rural and frontier areas. 

• Create task forces on Preventive Services and Conununity Preventive Services to develop, update, and 
disseminate evidenced-basedreconunendations on the use of clinical and conununity prevention 
services. 

• Provide grants for up to five years to small employers that establish wellness programs. 

• Permit employers to offer employee incentives for participating in a wellness program and meeting 
certain health-related standards. 

Nutritional Information 
Require chain restaurants and food sold from vending machines to disclose the nutritional content of each 
item . 
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PP ACA Prevention/W ellness 

Coverage of Preventive Services 
• Eliminate cost-sharing for Medicare covered preventive services that are recommended (rated A or B) 

by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force and waive the Medicare deductible for colorectal cancer 
screening tests. 

• Provide a one percentage point increase in the FMAP to states that offer Medicaid coverage of 
recommended immunizations, preventive services, and removes cost-sharing for preventive services 
recommended (rated A or B) by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. 

• Authorize Medicare coverage of personalized prevention plan services, including a comprehensive 
health risk assessment, annually. 

• Provide incentives to Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries to complete behavior modification 
programs. 

• Require qualified health plans to provide at a minimum coverage without cost-sharing for preventive 
services rated A orB by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, recommended immunizations, 
preventive care for infants, children, and adolescents, and additional preventive care and screenings 
for women. 

I I 
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PPACA Long Term Care 

• Establish a national, voluntary insurance program for purchasing community living assistance services 
and supports (CLASS program). The program is financed through voluntary payroll deductions: all 
working adults will be automatically enrolled in the program, unless they choose to opt-out. 

• Extend the Medicaid Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration program through 
September of2016. 

• Provide states with new options for offering home and community-based services through a Medicaid 
state plan. 

• Establish the Community First Choice Option in Medicaid to provide community-based attendant 
support and services to individuals with disabilities who require an institutional level of care. Provide 
states with an enhanced federal matching rate of an additional six percentage points for reimbursable 
expenses in the program. 

• Create the State Balancing Incentive Program to provide enhanced federal matching payments to 
eligible states to increase the proportion of non-institutionally-based long-term care services. 

• Require skilled nursing facilities under Medicare and nursing facilities under Medicaid to disclose 
information regarding ownership, accountability requirements, and expenditures. 

• Publish standardized information on nursing facilities to a website so Medicare enrollees can compare 
the facilities. 

I 
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PP ACA Other Investments 

Medicare 
Medicare Part D coverage gap, bonus payments for primary care & surgeons in Health Professional Shortage 
Areas (HPSA), payments to hospitals in counties with low Medicare spending. 

Workforce 
Increase Graduate Medical Education (GME) by redistributing GME slots, health and public health training & 
loan repayment, support nurse training programs . 

Community Health Centers and School-Based Health Centers 
Funding for Community Health Centers & National Health Services Corps. 

Trauma Care 
Strengthen emergency department & trauma center capacity. 

Public Health and Disaster Preparedness 
Establish commissioned Regular Corps and Ready Reserve Corps. 

Requirements for Non-Profit Hospitals 
Impose requirement to conduct community needs assessment every three years and impose a penalty of $50,000 
per year for failure to comply. 

American Indians 
Reauthorize and Amend the Indian Health Care Improvement Act. 

I I ,, • OKLAH0MA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH· CREATII\G A STATE OF HEALTH· WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 23 

I 35987



~ 
r:n 
0 u 

-~· 
35988



Cost Implications Associated with Implementation of 
PPACA 

Congressional Budget Office Estimates 

I 
l" • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

32 million (of 55 million uninsured) will gain insurance 

50% through Medicaid expansion 

50% through Insurance Exchange 

Cost of implementation $938 Billion over 10 years 

Costs are financed through a combination of savings from Medicare and Medicaid and 
new taxes and fees, including an excise tax on high-cost insurance, which will raise $32 
billion over ten years 

• Net federal deficit reduction $143 Billion through 2019 
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Cost Implications Associated with Implementation of 
PPACA 

Medicaid Expansion 

• • 

• Costs associated with expansion of newly eligible persons at enhanced federal match 
rates. 

• Costs associated with persons already eligible seeking Medicaid due to mandate and 
current state match requirements. 

• Costs associated with upgrading Medicaid systems and integrating the Health Insurance 
Exchange (whether or not the State builds an Insurance Exchange). 

• Current estimates on Oklahoma's increased cost for Medicaid vary but majority of 
increase is intended to be borne by federal government. 

• Potential for increased administrative cost/operational cost due to expansion & pending 
federal regulations . 
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Cost Implications Associated with Implementation of 
PPACA 

Insurance Exchange 

• Cost? 

• l~ • 

• Dependencies (whether or not Oklahoma chooses to run an Insurance Exchange) 

>- Policy decisions 

>- How integrated will the system be with Medicaid? 

>- What functionality will the federal government provide or require of states? 

>- Will the Exchange be able to leverage existing infrastructure? 

>- Vendor availability 

>- Timing 

I 
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Cost Implications Associated with Implementation of 
PPACA 

Cost Avoidance/Incentives 

• • 

• Provides more consistency in the application and administration of Medicaid & 
msurance. 

• Potential to avoid cost due to uncompensated care. 

• Focus on Preventive Services. 

};> Reduce cost through early detection and treatment 

};> Promote evidence based practices in clinical settings 

};> Increase FMAP 1% on Medicaid for recommended clinical preventive services & 
immunizations 

I 
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Public Health Infrastructure 
Clinical Services 

Public Health Clinical Services 

• Infrastructure necessary for core public health functions 

)> Infectious Disease Control 

)> All Hazards Emergency Response 

• Identified Community Gaps 

)> Children's Behavioral Health 

)> Medically Underserved Areas 

• Effective, non-medical interventions to protect community health 
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Access to Primary Care Services 

• United Health Foundation Ranks Oklahoma 49th in the number of 
Primary Care Physicians. 

• Access to care issues are worse in rural areas of the state. 

• Unclear if PP ACA programs will significantly improve access to 
. 

pnmary care. 

• The OSDH is currently trying to assess the impact of limited access to 
. 

pnmary care . 
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Oklahoma State Department of Health 
Office of Primary Care 

Pending and Designated Primary Care HPSAs as of 07.14.2011 

-
Health Professional 

Shortage (HPSA) 

HPSA_Types 

Geographical Area 

Population Group 

- Single County 

r 'SI Pending 

I I Counties 

Data Source: 2009 NAVTEQ 

Crea1ed: 07.14.2011 
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Physiician Rates to 1 00,000 Population 
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Health Outcomes 

• The current state of Oklahoma's poor health outcomes will likely 
influence the cost insurance coverage. 

• While Clinical Preventive Services and limited Public Health Activities 
are included they aren't sufficient to create significant behavior change 
and improve health status. 

• A coordinated system of health and public health interventions are 
required to make significant improvements in Oklahoma's health 
status. 
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PPACA Supreme Court Ruling Summary 

• The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of a vast majority of the Affordable Care Act. 

• Individual Mandate: The court upheld the constitutionality of the mandate as a permissible tax under 

the tax and spending clause. Chief Justice Roberts wrote, "The Commerce power does not authorize 

the mandate ... instead the government asks us to read the mandate not as ordering individuals to buy 

insurance, but rather as imposing a tax on those who do not buy that product." (Roberts, 30-31) 

• Medicaid Expansion: The Medicaid expansion was found unconstitutional because it threatens 

existing Medicaid funding for failure to comply. "When Congress threatens to terminate other grants 

as a means of pressuring states to accept a spending clause program, the legislation runs counter to 

this nation's system of federalism." (Roberts, 47) 

• State Impact: The invalidation of the Medicaid expansion does not invalidate the law. It does, 

however, mean that states will have a new choice as to whether or not to participate in the Medicaid 

expansion. 

Major Outstanding Policy Decisions 

1) Expand Medicaid under the PPACA provisions or opt out? 

• Expanding Oklahoma's SoonerCare program under the federal guidance would make health care 

benefits available to an estimated 200,000 newly qualified adults, aged 19 to 64, with household 

incomes at or below 133 percent (or up to 138%) of the federal poverty level. (For example, a single 

adult could make up to $15,414 a year, or a family of three would qualify with a household income at 

or below $26,344). 

• If the state chooses to expand SoonerCare in 2014, the first three years of benefits for the new 

population would be paid primarily by the federal government. 

• Beginning in 2017, the federal government's share would be 95 percent and would taper to 90 percent 

in 2020. The federal government currently pays for about 64 percent of the SoonerCare and Insure 

Oklahoma programs- in state fiscal year 2012 this equates to about $3.25 billion of the total $5.2 

billion budget. 

• The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will 
cost an additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding 2014-2020. 

• In SFY12, SoonerCare and Insure Oklahoma has provided health care benefits to more than 990,000 

Oklahomans. 

• Under the initial law the plan was to force states to comply with the Medicaid expansion, but the 

Supreme Court decision ruled that the federal government cannot withhold existing Medicaid funds for 
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this purpose. We are awaiting additional federal guidance; it is still unclear if states will be required to 

technically opt in or out. The OHCA anticipates that there will not be any change in FMAP rates or any 

other penalties if we do not expand Medicaid. 

• OHCA anticipates that the PPACA Maintenance of Effort (MOE) provisions will remain in effect. In other 
words, we cannot reduce any populations that are currently covered in today's program. 

• Insure Oklahoma, run by the OHCA, may or may not be affected depending on what path we choose 

with regard to an exchange. 

• The RGA and most conservative think tanks are encouraging states not to expand Medicaid or at least 

to hold off on making a final decision until after the election. They maintain accurately that Medicaid is 

a broken system and that until it is reformed giving states flexibility it should not be expanded. 

2) Create a state based exchange (blue print deadline is Nov. 16, 2012, see timeline below)? 

• There are three options for exchange development: 

o State Based Exchange (state will make all decisions within the framework of PPACA about how 

the exchange operates) 

o State/Federal Partnership Exchange (states must determine eligibility, enrollment, plan 

management, consumer assistance, information technology, financial management and 

sustainability plan) 

o Federal Exchange (if we do not develop our own exchange a federal exchange will be imposed 

on us; the federal government is preparing to deploy an exchange in up to forty states if 

necessary) 

• Given time and money, we have relatively few options for developing a state based or private 

exchange. The RGA, along with the Galen Institute, and many Republican US Senators and 

Congressmen (see letter ATIACHED) are urging states not to take any action and to wait until the 

November election. The State Chamber, many of the private sector groups including BCBS, OK Hospital 

Association, OCPA and the Daily Oklahoman support creating a state based exchange to keep the 

Federal government out of Oklahoma. 

• The State could potentially use the existing Insure Oklahoma program as a framework for the 

exchange; however it will take cooperation from the OHCA, the Insurance Department and likely 

legislators to provide funding. We are working with the Health Dept., the OHCA, the Insurance 

Department and the CIO to determine our options. 
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Time Line 

• If we plan to have a state based exchange we must begin developing it immediately 

• HHS has not announced any plans to delay existing deadlines at this time 

• No deadline has been announced with regard to opting in or out of the Medicaid expansion 

• September 30, 2012: Deadline for the benchmark plan for essential health benefits (The OK Insurance 

Department is working on this and will provide you with recommendations) 

• November 16, 2012: States must submit a blueprint to HHS regarding exchange development (i.e. State 

based exchange, partnership exchange or Federal exchange) 

• January 1, 2013: HHS will grant full approval, conditional approval or rejection of the exchange 

blueprint 

• October 2013: Enrollment must open 

• January 2014: Exchange must be fully operational 

Interstate Insurance Market 

• This is an issue that falls outside of PPACA or the Supreme Court ruling, but it is one of the conservative 

alternatives that the RGA and many others have put forward as one of the solutions to increase 

competition and reduce costs. If you are interested, this is something we can begin work on now 

instead of waiting for the Feds to act. You could designate Commissioner Doak or name a task force to 

begin the conversation with other states in the region. It will consist of aligning our health insurance 

mandates/regulations and it will require state legislation but we could begin work and show that we 

are pro-actively working to come up with our own state based solutions. This is just food for thought 

and needs to be fleshed out more, but the Insurance Department has indicated that there has been 

discussion about it at the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) and they have 

compiled a list of states that may be interested although no one seems to be actively pursuing it at this 

time. We can discuss more with the Insurance Department in the next week or two. 

Attachments: 

Politico Checklist- "How health care law looks after SCOT US" 
OHCA Medicaid Expansion figures 
Core Functions of an Exchange 
Letter from Congress 
Daily Oklahoman Editorial, July 2, 2012 
State Chamber Press Release 
Republican Attorneys General Association Statement 
Governor Bob McDonnell (R-VA) Statement 
Governor Scott Walker (R-FL) Article 
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6/28/12 How the health care law looks after SCOTUS- POUTICO.com 

POLITICO 

How the health care law looks after SCOTUS 
By POLITICO STAFF 16128/12 11:45 AM EDT 

The surprise ruling by the Supreme Court on Thursday that most of President Barack Obama's health refonn law can 
stand - including the unpopular individual mandate- means the law can now move foiWard without major 1""'' •dl• 

disruption. The court narrowed the law's expansion of Medicaid, saying the states can reject it if they want. But the 
main pieces of the law that start in 2014- including the mandate, coverage for pre-existing conditions, health 
insurance exchanges, and subsidies to help people buy health insurance- can now move ahead. This chart shows 
the main provisions of the law after the ruling. 

WHERE THE HEALTH CARE LAW STANDS 
The&e are thto mail'l pw.'isk>os of~ law after lha rur.ng: 
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now, ""tietjof MH models s.tartntup (l(belngde\-e!Ope<l 
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
Summary Medicaid Expansion Health Reform 
2014-2020 

Year I 2014] 2015] unmmm 2616] 2017] 2018] 2019] 2020]Cumulative Total 
Federal Share for Newly Enrolled 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90% 

Total Computable Program Costs $605,207,000 $617,311,140 $629,657,363 $642,250,510 $655,095,520 $668,197,431 $681,561,379 $4,499,280,343 
$18,717,742 $19,092,097 $19,473,939 $19,863,418 $20,260,686 $20,665,900 $21,079,218 Total Computable Administrative Costs 

Total Computable $623,924,742 $636,403,237 $649,131,302 $662,113,928 $675,356,206 $688,863,331 $702,640,597 

State Program Costs 
State Administrative Costs 
Total State Costs 

Estimated Number of People Covered 
Average Cost Per Person Total Computable 
Per Person Per Month Total Computable 

Average Cost Per Person State Share 
Per Person Per Month State Share 

Notes: 

$32,196,673 
$9,358,871 

$41,555,544 

241,000 
$2,589 

$216 

$172 
$14.37 

$32,840,606 
$9,546,049 

$42,386,655 

241,000 
$2,641 

$220 

$176 
$14.66 

$33,497,418 $56,955,110 
$9,736,970 $9,931,709 

$43,234,388 $66,886,819 

241,000 241,000 
$2,693 $2,747 

$224 $229 

$179 $278 
$14.95 $23.13 

1. Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average). 

$62,742,912 $68,739,444 $84,623,755 
$10,130,343 $10,332,950 $10,539,609 
$72,873,255 $79,072,394 $95,163,364 

241,000 241,000 241,000 
$2,802 $2,858 $2,916 

$234 $238 $243 

$302 $328 $395 
$25.20 $27.34 $32.91 

2. Average cost for adults calculated using Annual Reports SFY 2005 to 2009. Calculations based on enroflment graphs page 29 in 2007 and 2008 and page 25 in 2006 and 14 in 2005. Expenditures 
found on same pages for 05 and 06 and on pages 77 in 07 and 71 in 08. Cost for children based on MARSIMMI$ calendar year reports. Alf average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on 

. annnual change of 2% Growth. 

4. According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL People who should be covered 
by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership. Uninsured non 
traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 1000-' FPL. 

4. 1 State costs wl71 be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program. The savings amount has not been determined by the 
State. 

5. The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation. The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured. 

6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual SuNey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as 
Uninsured. The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231.000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured. When broken down by poverty level Census 
reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that seNe Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching 
rate. This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities. 

7 Arlmini.(:f~tinn fnr ()J-fr.A i~ ;mnmlfiml'lfP/V 5% nf fhP tnf/'11 r.n5:t nf flnP~finn.(: A nnrlinn nfthP ;:.rlmini.(:fr.::lfinn ;:.nnmlfim;:.fp/v ?% nf thP 5% i.(: fnr P/nilhilitv rlPfPrminl'lfinn f JnrlPr thP rPfnrm IPni~J;:.tinn 

$139,153,000 
$4,638,433,343 

$371,595,919 
$69,576,500 

$441,172,419 
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
Summary Medicaid Expansion Health Reform 
2014-2020 

eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges. For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% 
of total costs. 

8. The reform legislation Changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program. It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to 
develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds. As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states 
because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for tess severe reductions and Oklahoma tradftionally spends its DSH allocation. 
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Certification, recertification & decertification of 
health plans 

Operation of a toll-free hotline 

Maintenance of a web-site for~ rovicJi:-,& 
information on plans to current and ~ro',pr .• tive 

enrollees 

Certification of individuals exempt from the 
individual responsibility reauirement 

Provision of information on certain individuals to 
the Treasury Department and to employers 

Establishment of a Navigator program that 
provides grants to entities assisting consumers 

1----------------.... --------------------4 
Assignment of price and quality to plans ( r,'sentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results 

~-------___,;;._.. __ .;....._..;........;;._.. ____ - -
Presentation of plan benefit opt ions in a 
standardized format 

; , o'.5ion for open enrollee periods as specified in 
Sea;Jr 1 ;J J. (~~6 of the Act 

~-------------------- · --~-----------~ 
Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP 
eligibility and determination of eligibility for 

individuals in these programs 

Consultatton Nit~ stakeholders, including tribal 
governments 

Provision of an electronic calculator to determine Publication of data on the exchange administrative 

the actual cost of coverage taking into account costs 
eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing 
reductions 

... 
BlueCross BlueShield 

of Oklahoma 
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<trongress ot tbe ~ntteb ~tntes 
~imlbington, lllC!i: 20510 

National Governors Association 
Hall of States 
444 N. Capitol St., Ste. 267 
Washington D.C. 20001-1512 

Dear Governors: 

June 29,2012 

The Supreme Cowt has mled significant parts of the Medicaid expansion of the President's health care law 
unconstitutional as well as ruling that the individual mandate violated the Commerce Clause and wi II therefore 
be implemented as a punitive tax on the middle class. This presents us with a critical choice: Do we allow this 
reprehensible law to move forward or do we fully repeal it and statt over with commonsense solutions? The 
American people have made it clear that they want us to throw this law out in its entirety. 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated to the full repeal of this government takeover ofhealthcare 
and we ask you to join us to oppose its implementation. 

Most importantly, we encourage you to oppose any creation of a state health care exchange mandated under 
the President's discredited health care law. 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of our already
fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total enrollment numbers. Resisting the implementation 
of exchanges is good for hiring and investment. The law's employer mandate assesses penalties· up to $3,000 
per employee - only to basinesses who don't satisfy federally-approved health insurance standards and whose 
employees receive "premium assistance" through the exchanges. The clear language of the statute only 
permits federal premium assistance to citizens of states who create a state-based exchange. However, the IRS 
recently finalized a regulation that contradicts the law by allowing the federal government to provide premium 
assistance to citizens in those states that have not created exchanges. 1l1e IRS had no authority to finalize such 
a regulation. By refusing to create an exchange, you will assist us in Congress to repeal this violation 
which will help lower the costs of doing business in your state, relative to other states that keep these 
financially draining exchanges in place. 

State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as the federally-nm exchange. 
Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange that complies with the 600 plus pages of federal exchange 
regulations will only result in wasted state resources and higher premiums for your constituents. 

Implementation of this law is not inevitable and considering more than half of the American people 
oppose the law, it is improbable. Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to health care 
reform and instead focus on solutions that make health care more affordable and accessible for every 
~merican. Let's work to create a health care system of, for, and by the_,people, not govemment or special 

mterests. ,;:: ~ 
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Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange I NewsOK.com 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance 
exchange 
The Oklahoman Editorial! Modified: June 29,2012 at 4:44pm 1 Published: July 2, 2012 @')16 

Page I of2 

CONSERVATIVES in the Oklahoma Legislature, irritated with President Barack Obama 
and his far-reaching 2010 health care law, made it a point not to comply with a 
provision of the law requiring states to create exchanges to help consumers buy 
insurance. Now what will they do? 

Digesting the ramifications of the U.S. Supreme Comt's upholding of the Affordable 
Care Act will take some time. But what can't be debated is that Obamacare remains the 
law of the land, and formation of health insurance exchanges is one part of that law. 

Oklahoma was on its way to creating an exchange early last year and it accepted a 
federal grant to do so. Gov. Mary Fallin and Republican leaders in the House and 
Senate - all of them staunch conservatives by any yardstick - had agreed on a 
proposal. Then some senators protested, citing concerns about federal red tape but 
mostly making the point that accepting the grant was the same as endorsement of 
Obamacare. 

That's all it took to get Fallin and the others to jump ship. The money was returned and 
the exchange idea shelved. 

The toxicity of this law in Oklahoma was such that lawmakers who last summer headed 
a committee that explored the state's response to Obamacare were labeled as 
supporters of the law and drew challengers at the ballot box by far-right Republicans. 

A coalition of health care entities and business leaders, including The State Chamber 
and the Tulsa and Oklahoma City chambers of commerce, pushed early this year for 
formation of a state exchange. The reason was simple: "This issue is too impmtant to 
risk the imposition of a federally designed exchange." 

But exchanges remained a nonissue at the Legislature in large pmt because lawmakers 
banked on the Supreme Comt spiking the law. They figured, why spend time on 
something so unpopular and politically thorny when the law is soon going to be off the 
books anyway? 

Page 1 of 2 ~ 2 Next" 
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Andrew Silvestri 

Subject: State Chamber President Comments on Supreme Court Health Care Law Ruling 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 28, 2012 

Contact: Jennifer Monies 
(405) 235-3669 

jmonies@okstatechamber.com 

State Chamber President Comments on Supreme Court Health Care Law Ruling 

State Chamber President Fred Morgan comments on today 's U.S. Supreme Court decision, which upheld the 
federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) health care law by affirming the federal 
government's ability to lax and penalize an individual for not purchasing health insurance. The individual 
mandate section of law is anticipated go intofii/1 ~{feet in Janumy of2014 and is designed to require all 
citizens, with ve1y few exceptions, to purchase health insurance or be taxed by the federal government. 

"We are extremely disappointed in this decision. This is exactly what we feared when we formed the 
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition last year to help suppm1 an Oklahoma-based solution to 
the federal exchange mandate in the ACA. We now face a situation where a health insurance exchange crafted 
by bureaucrats in Washington, D.C. will now be forced upon Oklahomans. We cannot let this happen and must 
take swift action to create a private sector driven health insurance marketplace in order to avoid a federally 
mandated system," said Morgan. 

"The ramifications of this decision are not yet completely known, but we believe this change will erode the 
quality of care Oklahomans have come to expect and ultimately increase costs for all Americans." 

### 

About the State Chamber of Oklahoma 
A non-profit organization representing more than 2, 000 Oklahoma businesses and 400,000 employees, the State 
Chamber of Oklahoma is the unified voice of business a/the legislative level. For more information, visit 
Wll'w.okstatechamber.com. 

36013



Andrew Silvestri 

Subject: Republican Attorneys General Association Statement on Today's Supreme Court Ruling 

Follow Us: , t: .In 

Republican Attorneys General Association Statement on Today's Supreme Court Ruling 

Washington, D.C. (June 28, 2012) -Republican Attorneys General Association Chairman 
Scott Pruitt (R-OK) issued the following statement today following a decision from the Supreme 
Court of the United States to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: 

"We're disappointed the Court upheld the individual mandate, and find it disturbing that they did 
not place a limit on the power of the federal government to control the lives of Americans." 

"But, the battle isn't over. It is now up to the political process to repeal the act and replace it 
with measures that address the health care crisis within the confines of the Constitution. We 
must continue to oppose this act and multiple overreaching regulations proposed by the 
Obama Administration that cross the line of federal power." 

"This fall, the American people will have the opportunity to save the country from a disastrous 
future of similar intrusive policies and budget-busting costs by choosing their leaders wisely. 
Freedom and flexibility must remain with the states whose leaders know best how to care for 
the needs of their citizens." 

"Republican attorneys general will continue to serve as a firewall, taking every action to defend 
our states against this massive overreach from the federal government." 

About RAGA 
The Republican Attorneys General Association (RAGA), part of the Republican State 
Leadership Committee (RSLC), is the only national organization whose mission is electing 
Republicans to the office of Attorney General. RAGA concentrates on recruiting outstanding 
candidates, providing them with research and financial support, as well as, assisting in 
message development. In doing so, RAGA is improving the talent base from which many future 
Governors and U.S. Senators will be drawn. To learn more about RAGA visit www.rslc.com. 

1 
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Statement of Governor Bob McDonnell on U.S. Supreme Court Decision on the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act 

RICHMOND· Governor Bob f'.1cDonnelllssued the following statement today following the de<lslon by the U.S. Supreme Court 
to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). 

"Today's Supreme Court ruling is extremely disappointing for Virginia and for America. The PPACA wil! neate a costly and 
cumbersome system that will impair our country's ability to recover from these challenging economic times, infringes on our 
citizen's liberties, •~Ill harm small businesses, and will impose dramatic unfunded mandates on Virginia and all states. Simply 
put, this is a blow to freedom. America needs market-based solutions that give patients more choice, not less. 

Virginia will evaluate the steps necessary to comply with the law. While we have awaited this decision, planners have been 
working to Identify necessary resources and Issues to be addressed to ensure Virginia Implements this nawed law in the most 
effective and least costly and burdensome way possible. In coming months, Virginia's health care leaders will work to develop the 
best possible system to meet the hea\thcare needs of our citizens. It remains my hope that we will elect a new President and 
Senate so that the existing law w\11 be repealed and states will be given the freedom they need to Implement healthcare 
solutions that work best for their citizens. We will evaluate the opinion In detail in the days ahead and determine what policies 
are proper for the people of Virginia." 

Media library 
Video 
rhot•H 
/lt~hD 

Sp~HhfS 
f.'SS fccJs 

About the Governor 
c,.,emor's IJ;o 
l•l,'Ct 111C tlr$1 l~d'( 
llD;'ernvr's CllendM 
S{hedulkog Re-]Utsh 
[~CWh'it ~~~••S1•);) 

# # # 

Governor's Polley Office 
r;,,·,emountRdw>ro 
M11l flc;tf'l{hH"IQ 
f~~C•1tive Or<JNS 
f_;cr••ti<e JJ.r~nive> 
SUfi li~ting 

Governor's Cabinet 

Community Relallons 
Our Commonwealth 
Prt><lJn•i•I••Jns 
fl,lg Status 
G<:o~ur-.or's r~••·J·,o,s f'H'\J<,'>n 
ln\C•msllip Art•l ,;,\,•lll 
C•Wftl'(•r's flo';rl~y !bop> (l;;so•< 

""'l'"''wn 
b~•wr.ll "''~mh:y 

Olf•cc or tl>e GovernGr Pob"<t F r·lcDt·nne:l I ·.-.. Comrni)nwealth of V•r·J•n•a 2012 

Additional links 
f'l'fA · ,\!tenr~livc 

flo'-<Civcol Pr<'I~·~JI~ 
Y1rg1n'<l THh f>;;flel 
GO;'UIIOr ArrlliV~5 
)f•l) l'u_,, IJ.nok 

http:/ /www.governor. virginia.gov/News/viewRelease.cfm?id= 1311 7/2/2012 
36015



PrintTemplate 

News max 

Scott Walker: Wisconsin Won't Launch Obamacare 
Sunday, July 1, 2012 03:25PM 

By: Amy Woods 

Calling Obamacare a massive tax increase, Republican Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker said Sunday he is going to wait before implementing health
insurance exchanges in his state. 

"We're going to wait," Walker said on CBS' "Face the Nation." "For people 
here in Wisconsin and plenty of other states across the country, we want to 
put the power back in the hands of the people at the state and the local level, 
not be driven by a federal mandate." 

He said he believes in a free-market alternative to the government-funded 
health-insurance program upheld last week by the Supreme Court. 

"Yes, it is a tax increase," Walker said. "That's the whole reason why the law 
was upheld." 

Government-funded health insurance ultimately will lead to the rationing of 
healthcare to control costs, he said. 

"Which do you think's more likely to drive down healthcare costs and make 
our states and our jobs more competitive- having something driven by the 
government in terms of a mandate, or having something that opens up the 
door so that all of us, as consumers, play a much more active role, having 
skin in the game, when it comes to healthcare," he asked. "I think the latter is 
the more appropriate approach." 

© 2012 Newsmax. All rights reserved. 

http://www.newsmax.com/PrintTemplate.aspx?nodeid=444117 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 

 

 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    

 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 

Insurance Exchange  
 

 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 

 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 

 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            

 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 

 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        

 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      

 

 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 

 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      

 
Oklahoma Plan 
 

 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 

 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 

 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 

 

 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 

 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 

 

 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    

 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 

Insurance Exchange  
 

 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 

 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 

 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            

 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 

 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        

 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      

 

 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 

 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      

 
Oklahoma Plan 
 

 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 

 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 

 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 

 

 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 

 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 

 

 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    

 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 

Insurance Exchange  
 

 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 

 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 

 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            

 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 

 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        

 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      

 

 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 

 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      

 
Oklahoma Plan 
 

 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 

 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 

 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 

 

 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 

 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 

 
• While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 

program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    

• The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 

• Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 

Insurance Exchange  
 

• There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 

• The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 

• While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            

 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 

• Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        

• Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 

• Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      

 

• Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 

• Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      

 
Oklahoma Plan 
 

• Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 

• Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 

 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 

 
• The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 

by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 

• The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 

 

 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    

 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 

Insurance Exchange  
 

 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 

 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 

 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            

 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 

 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        

 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      

 

 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 

 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      

 
Oklahoma Plan 
 

 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 

 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 

 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 

 

 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 

 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Oklahoma State Senate 
Communications Division 

State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012 

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare 
 
 State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow Republican governors 

across the country and state for the record that she will not implement ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican 

from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the front line with those governors who have already 

announced they won’t submit to the federal health care law. 

 “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott Walker in 

Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have officially stated they will not 

implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said 

Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this 

law and the substantial burden that it will place on taxpayers.” 

 Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal health care law would 

be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many reports pointing to a revised estimate by 

the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to 

$1.76 trillion. 

 “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who already have insurance 

will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t will be forced to purchase policies far more 

costly than they would have been without this federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be 

hamstrung by red tape and regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this 

will dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will soar and it will 

force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.” 

 “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the end result will be 

larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive regulations that will cripple many 

businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President 

Obama that she will not choose to implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.” 

  
For more information, contact: 
Sen. Patrick Anderson 
405-521-5630 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: press clips
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 8:36:00 AM

G-
Can you work on assembling all the old clips from the Oklahoman and Tulsa World surrounding the
54 million early innovator grant for the insurance exchange, the insurance exchange itself and the
possibility of Medicaid expansion. This should be articles written before, during and after she made
her decision re: insurance exchange and Medicaid.
 
Thank you.
 
Want to be able to hand the gov all the relevant articles before she gets on the plane today.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Cc: AJ Mallory
Subject: Press Office report
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 4:50:00 PM

 
 

·         Press questions this week:
o    Tulsa mayor/council
o    Medicaid/ state budgets
o    income tax cut by Senate
o    Follow up from NGA meetings
o    Appointments

§  Working with KOTV/OK Impact Team for story on how the appointments
process works

o    Follow up on “early innovator” grant
·         GMF appearance on Cavuto’s show on Fox Business
·         Drafted and secured approval of monthly column for March
·         Staffed governor:

o    Camp Gruber trip
o    OU-Tisdale health clinic ceremony in Tulsa
o    American Airlines plane donation ceremony in Tulsa

·         Drafted/released press itinerary for week of March 7
·         Lunch with prospective candidate for press assistant position

o    Alex Gerszewski (recommended by Terri Angier)
§  Will try and arrange meeting soon with CoS

·         Drafted/edited letter to Congressman Sullivan for Energy & Commerce committee meeting
o    Sullivan sent out via press release: 

·         Open Records story from Oklahoman for “Sunshine Week” the week of March 13
o    Will get reporter on phone with Judy Copeland to talk generics about GMF’s support

of open records
·         Web site redesign

o    OK.gov has mock-ups that they will edit/discuss internally next week
o    After their internal meeting, OK.gov will be in contact with Fallin Office to schedule a

follow up meeting to review their design proposals
·         Facebook:  1,812
·         Twitter:  473

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Cc: AJ Mallory
Subject: Press Office report
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 4:51:21 PM

 
 

·         Press questions this week:
o    Tulsa mayor/council
o    Medicaid/ state budgets
o    income tax cut by Senate
o    Follow up from NGA meetings
o    Appointments

§  Working with KOTV/OK Impact Team for story on how the appointments
process works

o    Follow up on “early innovator” grant
·         GMF appearance on Cavuto’s show on Fox Business
·         Drafted and secured approval of monthly column for March
·         Staffed governor:

o    Camp Gruber trip
o    OU-Tisdale health clinic ceremony in Tulsa
o    American Airlines plane donation ceremony in Tulsa

·         Drafted/released press itinerary for week of March 7
·         Lunch with prospective candidate for press assistant position

o    Alex Gerszewski (recommended by Terri Angier)
§  Will try and arrange meeting soon with CoS

·         Drafted/edited letter to Congressman Sullivan for Energy & Commerce committee meeting
o    Sullivan sent out via press release: 

·         Open Records story from Oklahoman for “Sunshine Week” the week of March 13
o    Will get reporter on phone with Judy Copeland to talk generics about GMF’s support

of open records
·         Web site redesign

o    OK.gov has mock-ups that they will edit/discuss internally next week
o    After their internal meeting, OK.gov will be in contact with Fallin Office to schedule a

follow up meeting to review their design proposals
·         Facebook:  1,812
·         Twitter:  473

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: press release
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 12:02:00 PM

Can one of you guys pls send this out asap
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
 
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
 
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55:22 AM

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
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costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55:21 AM
Attachments: Oklahoma Letter to Secretary Sebelius.pdf

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55:23 AM
Attachments: Oklahoma Letter to Secretary Sebelius.pdf

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55:00 AM
Attachments: Oklahoma Letter to Secretary Sebelius.pdf

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
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on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 19, 2012

 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
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“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
 

###
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:23:33 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:23:31 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
 

###
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:23:30 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the
one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin
voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal
effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many
states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces
of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional
liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other government
programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to
our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
 

###
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care

Bill
Date: Friday, February 11, 2011 3:27:04 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2011

 

Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking
Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care Bill

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other
Republican governors who sent a letter to President Obama asking him to direct the Justice
Department to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the federal
health care bill. The Republican Governor’s Association will now resubmit the letter to the
White House with Fallin’s signature. Fallin had been waiting to sign the letter until concerns
over the legal implications to Oklahoma’s separate lawsuit challenging the president’s health
care law had been resolved.

“The federal health care reform law is unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” Fallin
said. “My goal has always been to pursue the most effective challenge to the law so it can be
overturned and replaced.

“After consulting with my attorney general, I have determined that fast-tracking the other legal
challenges to the health care law will not negatively impact Oklahoma’s own lawsuit. I certainly
continue to support the other states that are challenging the unconstitutional and economically
damaging federal health care bill and I am happy to join the other governors seeking an
expedited track to the Supreme Court.”

The letter states, in part: “Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that
our states and the private sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years, 
particularly during this unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final
resolution of the litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure years of
litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide finality.  This
resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking potentially
unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health care providers,
and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the law
will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 
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Click here to read the entire letter online.
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To: Governor Fallin Press
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Bill
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2011

 

Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking
Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care Bill

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other
Republican governors who sent a letter to President Obama asking him to direct the Justice
Department to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the federal
health care bill. The Republican Governor’s Association will now resubmit the letter to the
White House with Fallin’s signature. Fallin had been waiting to sign the letter until concerns
over the legal implications to Oklahoma’s separate lawsuit challenging the president’s health
care law had been resolved.

“The federal health care reform law is unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” Fallin
said. “My goal has always been to pursue the most effective challenge to the law so it can be
overturned and replaced.

“After consulting with my attorney general, I have determined that fast-tracking the other legal
challenges to the health care law will not negatively impact Oklahoma’s own lawsuit. I certainly
continue to support the other states that are challenging the unconstitutional and economically
damaging federal health care bill and I am happy to join the other governors seeking an
expedited track to the Supreme Court.”

The letter states, in part: “Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that
our states and the private sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years, 
particularly during this unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final
resolution of the litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure years of
litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide finality.  This
resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking potentially
unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health care providers,
and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the law
will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 
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Click here to read the entire letter online.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2011

 

Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking
Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care Bill

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other
Republican governors who sent a letter to President Obama asking him to direct the Justice
Department to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the federal
health care bill. The Republican Governor’s Association will now resubmit the letter to the
White House with Fallin’s signature. Fallin had been waiting to sign the letter until concerns
over the legal implications to Oklahoma’s separate lawsuit challenging the president’s health
care law had been resolved.

“The federal health care reform law is unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” Fallin
said. “My goal has always been to pursue the most effective challenge to the law so it can be
overturned and replaced.

“After consulting with my attorney general, I have determined that fast-tracking the other legal
challenges to the health care law will not negatively impact Oklahoma’s own lawsuit. I certainly
continue to support the other states that are challenging the unconstitutional and economically
damaging federal health care bill and I am happy to join the other governors seeking an
expedited track to the Supreme Court.”

The letter states, in part: “Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that
our states and the private sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years, 
particularly during this unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final
resolution of the litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure years of
litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide finality.  This
resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking potentially
unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health care providers,
and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the law
will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 
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Click here to read the entire letter online.
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care

Bill
Date: Friday, February 11, 2011 3:27:05 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2011

 

Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking
Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care Bill

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other
Republican governors who sent a letter to President Obama asking him to direct the Justice
Department to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the federal
health care bill. The Republican Governor’s Association will now resubmit the letter to the
White House with Fallin’s signature. Fallin had been waiting to sign the letter until concerns
over the legal implications to Oklahoma’s separate lawsuit challenging the president’s health
care law had been resolved.

“The federal health care reform law is unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” Fallin
said. “My goal has always been to pursue the most effective challenge to the law so it can be
overturned and replaced.

“After consulting with my attorney general, I have determined that fast-tracking the other legal
challenges to the health care law will not negatively impact Oklahoma’s own lawsuit. I certainly
continue to support the other states that are challenging the unconstitutional and economically
damaging federal health care bill and I am happy to join the other governors seeking an
expedited track to the Supreme Court.”

The letter states, in part: “Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that
our states and the private sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years, 
particularly during this unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final
resolution of the litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure years of
litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide finality.  This
resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking potentially
unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health care providers,
and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the law
will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 
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Click here to read the entire letter online.
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Bill
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2011

 

Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking
Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care Bill

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other
Republican governors who sent a letter to President Obama asking him to direct the Justice
Department to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the federal
health care bill. The Republican Governor’s Association will now resubmit the letter to the
White House with Fallin’s signature. Fallin had been waiting to sign the letter until concerns
over the legal implications to Oklahoma’s separate lawsuit challenging the president’s health
care law had been resolved.

“The federal health care reform law is unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” Fallin
said. “My goal has always been to pursue the most effective challenge to the law so it can be
overturned and replaced.

“After consulting with my attorney general, I have determined that fast-tracking the other legal
challenges to the health care law will not negatively impact Oklahoma’s own lawsuit. I certainly
continue to support the other states that are challenging the unconstitutional and economically
damaging federal health care bill and I am happy to join the other governors seeking an
expedited track to the Supreme Court.”

The letter states, in part: “Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that
our states and the private sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years, 
particularly during this unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final
resolution of the litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure years of
litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide finality.  This
resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking potentially
unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health care providers,
and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the law
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will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 

Click here to read the entire letter online.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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(405) 522-8878
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 

Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
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offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Signs Two Pro-Life Bills into
Law

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today signed two pieces of pro-life legislation into
law at a ceremony attended by pro-life legislators and advocates.
 
House Bill 1888, authored by Representative Pam Peterson and Senator Clark Jolley, creates the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which bans abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Scientific studies have shown that at 20 weeks an unborn child can feel pain. The bill exempts
situations in which the life of the mother is at risk or when the mother faces serious risk of
substantial and irreversible physical impairment.
 
Senate Bill 547, authored by Senator Anthony Sykes and Representative Dennis Johnson,
ensures standard health insurance policies sold in Oklahoma or sold through a state health
insurance exchange do not include elective abortion coverage. The bill prevents Oklahomans
from unwillingly subsidizing abortion coverage simply by purchasing health insurance. Under
SB 547, those who want abortion coverage could acquire it through optional supplemental
coverage with a separate premium.
 
“I believe in the sanctity of human life and the responsibility of our lawmakers to protect life,”
said Governor Fallin. “Together, these two pieces of legislation will expand protections for
unborn children and ensure that Oklahomans are not forced to unknowingly or unwillingly help
to pay for procedures that run contrary to their values.”

###
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Signs Two Pro-Life Bills into Law
Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2011 4:30:14 PM

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Signs Two Pro-Life Bills into
Law

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today signed two pieces of pro-life legislation into
law at a ceremony attended by pro-life legislators and advocates.
 
House Bill 1888, authored by Representative Pam Peterson and Senator Clark Jolley, creates the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which bans abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Scientific studies have shown that at 20 weeks an unborn child can feel pain. The bill exempts
situations in which the life of the mother is at risk or when the mother faces serious risk of
substantial and irreversible physical impairment.
 
Senate Bill 547, authored by Senator Anthony Sykes and Representative Dennis Johnson,
ensures standard health insurance policies sold in Oklahoma or sold through a state health
insurance exchange do not include elective abortion coverage. The bill prevents Oklahomans
from unwillingly subsidizing abortion coverage simply by purchasing health insurance. Under
SB 547, those who want abortion coverage could acquire it through optional supplemental
coverage with a separate premium.
 
“I believe in the sanctity of human life and the responsibility of our lawmakers to protect life,”
said Governor Fallin. “Together, these two pieces of legislation will expand protections for
unborn children and ensure that Oklahomans are not forced to unknowingly or unwillingly help
to pay for procedures that run contrary to their values.”

###
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Signs Two Pro-Life Bills into
Law

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today signed two pieces of pro-life legislation into
law at a ceremony attended by pro-life legislators and advocates.
 
House Bill 1888, authored by Representative Pam Peterson and Senator Clark Jolley, creates the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which bans abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Scientific studies have shown that at 20 weeks an unborn child can feel pain. The bill exempts
situations in which the life of the mother is at risk or when the mother faces serious risk of
substantial and irreversible physical impairment.
 
Senate Bill 547, authored by Senator Anthony Sykes and Representative Dennis Johnson,
ensures standard health insurance policies sold in Oklahoma or sold through a state health
insurance exchange do not include elective abortion coverage. The bill prevents Oklahomans
from unwillingly subsidizing abortion coverage simply by purchasing health insurance. Under
SB 547, those who want abortion coverage could acquire it through optional supplemental
coverage with a separate premium.
 
“I believe in the sanctity of human life and the responsibility of our lawmakers to protect life,”
said Governor Fallin. “Together, these two pieces of legislation will expand protections for
unborn children and ensure that Oklahomans are not forced to unknowingly or unwillingly help
to pay for procedures that run contrary to their values.”

###
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Signs Two Pro-Life Bills into
Law

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today signed two pieces of pro-life legislation into
law at a ceremony attended by pro-life legislators and advocates.
 
House Bill 1888, authored by Representative Pam Peterson and Senator Clark Jolley, creates the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which bans abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Scientific studies have shown that at 20 weeks an unborn child can feel pain. The bill exempts
situations in which the life of the mother is at risk or when the mother faces serious risk of
substantial and irreversible physical impairment.
 
Senate Bill 547, authored by Senator Anthony Sykes and Representative Dennis Johnson,
ensures standard health insurance policies sold in Oklahoma or sold through a state health
insurance exchange do not include elective abortion coverage. The bill prevents Oklahomans
from unwillingly subsidizing abortion coverage simply by purchasing health insurance. Under
SB 547, those who want abortion coverage could acquire it through optional supplemental
coverage with a separate premium.
 
“I believe in the sanctity of human life and the responsibility of our lawmakers to protect life,”
said Governor Fallin. “Together, these two pieces of legislation will expand protections for
unborn children and ensure that Oklahomans are not forced to unknowingly or unwillingly help
to pay for procedures that run contrary to their values.”

###
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 2011
 

Governor Mary Fallin Signs Two Pro-Life Bills into
Law

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today signed two pieces of pro-life legislation into
law at a ceremony attended by pro-life legislators and advocates.
 
House Bill 1888, authored by Representative Pam Peterson and Senator Clark Jolley, creates the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which bans abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Scientific studies have shown that at 20 weeks an unborn child can feel pain. The bill exempts
situations in which the life of the mother is at risk or when the mother faces serious risk of
substantial and irreversible physical impairment.
 
Senate Bill 547, authored by Senator Anthony Sykes and Representative Dennis Johnson,
ensures standard health insurance policies sold in Oklahoma or sold through a state health
insurance exchange do not include elective abortion coverage. The bill prevents Oklahomans
from unwillingly subsidizing abortion coverage simply by purchasing health insurance. Under
SB 547, those who want abortion coverage could acquire it through optional supplemental
coverage with a separate premium.
 
“I believe in the sanctity of human life and the responsibility of our lawmakers to protect life,”
said Governor Fallin. “Together, these two pieces of legislation will expand protections for
unborn children and ensure that Oklahomans are not forced to unknowingly or unwillingly help
to pay for procedures that run contrary to their values.”

###
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Governor Mary Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear Arguments on

President Obama"s Health Care Reform Law
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 12:18:43 PM

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin

Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 14, 2011

Governor Mary Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme
Court Decision to Hear Arguments on President

Obama’s Health Care Reform Law
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
on the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:

“President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it limit
choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.

“Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation in
Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.

“The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as unconstitutional as
soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating to those who
believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to crafting
serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Governor Mary Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme
Court Decision to Hear Arguments on President

Obama’s Health Care Reform Law
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
on the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:

“President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it limit
choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.

“Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation in
Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.

“The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as unconstitutional as
soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating to those who
believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to crafting
serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 25, 2011
 

State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early
Innovator Grant” to Support an Oklahoma-based

Health Insurance Exchange
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in announcing that
the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help design and implement the
information technology infrastructure to operate an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Fallin
listed the creation of such an exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the State
address earlier this month. She and others announced their support for the grant after working
with state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant, I am happy to
say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent with our mission to design and
implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance exchange.  That exchange will empower
consumers and help individuals and small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable,
quality health insurance plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its
citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many people face in
obtaining health insurance and allow many more Oklahomans to become insured. This would
not only improve the overall health of our state, it will also empower and equip patients to
invest in their own healthcare needs and outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health care needs are
best found through market-based principals of choice and competition.  The health insurance
exchange empowers Oklahomans with those free-market tools.  This early innovator grant will
allow Oklahoma to put in place the necessary technological infrastructure that makes these plans
accessible to citizens of our state.” 
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Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its industry, consumer
protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important role in the design and implementation
of a health insurance exchange. I and Deputy Commissioner of Health Insurance Mike Rhoads
will take a lead in making sure insurance agents and brokers have a voice in setting up the health
insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin in facilitating meetings
throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from licensed insurance agents
and brokers.”
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will Oklahoma be engaged
in a transformational process in developing our own health insurance exchange, we have an
opportunity to be a model for the country, and we are pleased to take on that challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This state being one of
only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this nation.  Our online enrollment and other
access initiatives predated federal health reform and have now afforded us the opportunity to
build a system fit for this state and its citizens.”
 

##
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
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From: Governor Fallin Press
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 25, 2011
 

State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early
Innovator Grant” to Support an Oklahoma-based

Health Insurance Exchange
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in announcing that
the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help design and implement the
information technology infrastructure to operate an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Fallin
listed the creation of such an exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the State
address earlier this month. She and others announced their support for the grant after working
with state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant, I am happy to
say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent with our mission to design and
implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance exchange.  That exchange will empower
consumers and help individuals and small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable,
quality health insurance plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its
citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many people face in
obtaining health insurance and allow many more Oklahomans to become insured. This would
not only improve the overall health of our state, it will also empower and equip patients to
invest in their own healthcare needs and outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health care needs are
best found through market-based principals of choice and competition.  The health insurance
exchange empowers Oklahomans with those free-market tools.  This early innovator grant will
allow Oklahoma to put in place the necessary technological infrastructure that makes these plans
accessible to citizens of our state.” 

36110

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PRESS
http://www.ok.gov/governor/State_of_the_State_Address.html
http://www.ok.gov/governor/State_of_the_State_Address.html


 
Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its industry, consumer
protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important role in the design and implementation
of a health insurance exchange. I and Deputy Commissioner of Health Insurance Mike Rhoads
will take a lead in making sure insurance agents and brokers have a voice in setting up the health
insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin in facilitating meetings
throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from licensed insurance agents
and brokers.”
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will Oklahoma be engaged
in a transformational process in developing our own health insurance exchange, we have an
opportunity to be a model for the country, and we are pleased to take on that challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This state being one of
only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this nation.  Our online enrollment and other
access initiatives predated federal health reform and have now afforded us the opportunity to
build a system fit for this state and its citizens.”
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“Early Innovator Grant” to Support an
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OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in
announcing that the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help
design and implement the information technology infrastructure to operate an
Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Fallin listed the creation of such an
exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the State address earlier this
month. She and others announced their support for the grant after working with
state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant,
I am happy to say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent
with our mission to design and implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance
exchange.  That exchange will empower consumers and help individuals and
small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable, quality health insurance
plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many
people face in obtaining health insurance and allow many more Oklahomans to
become insured. This would not only improve the overall health of our state, it
will also empower and equip patients to invest in their own healthcare needs and
outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health
care needs are best found through market-based principals of choice and
competition.  The health insurance exchange empowers Oklahomans with those
free-market tools.  This early innovator grant will allow Oklahoma to put in
place the necessary technological infrastructure that makes these plans accessible
to citizens of our state.” 
 
Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its
industry, consumer protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important
role in the design and implementation of a health insurance exchange. I and
Deputy Commissioner of Health Insurance Mike Rhoads will take a lead in
making sure insurance agents and brokers have a voice in setting up the health
insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin in facilitating
meetings throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from
licensed insurance agents and brokers.”
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will
Oklahoma be engaged in a transformational process in developing our own
health insurance exchange, we have an opportunity to be a model for the
country, and we are pleased to take on that challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This
state being one of only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this
nation.  Our online enrollment and other access initiatives predated federal health
reform and have now afforded us the opportunity to build a system fit for this
state and its citizens.”
 

##
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen; Chacey Schoeppel
Subject: Print these, too
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 10:23:00 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-

results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-

electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-in/article/feed/399017

Green lobby castigates OG&E's litigation over EPA policy 

http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-

policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM

New federal highway bill offers improvement

http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344

 

Community colleges play vital role in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to hold attorney general in contempt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214
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Chief Justice Roberts delivers surprise in health ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880

 

Supreme Court notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584

 

Tulsa Superintendent Keith Ballard receives $25,000 performance bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131

 

Editorial: Oklahoma faces tough problem after 'Obamacare' upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from N.Y. DEC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-

y-dec-energy/

 

OHCA official: CNAs needed in rural Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-care/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-revenue-

finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-

opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
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Nov. 26, 2012 

 

Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am 
requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - 
both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange 
and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. 
These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or 
other written forms of communication. 
  
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. 
However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-
disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court 
also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests 
that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some 
portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory 
exemption being claimed.  
  
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, 
reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson 
in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the 
public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012. 
  
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please 
contact me. Thank you for your cooperation.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Clifton Adcock 

Oklahoma Gazette 

(405) 605-6767 

cadcock  
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Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am 
requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - 
both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange 
and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. 
These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or 
other written forms of communication. 
  
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. 
However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-
disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court 
also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests 
that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some 
portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory 
exemption being claimed.  
  
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, 
reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson 
in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the 
public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012. 
  
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please 
contact me. Thank you for your cooperation.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Clifton Adcock 

Oklahoma Gazette 

(405) 605-6767 

cadcock  
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Executive Summary 
The Foundation for Health Coverage Education (FHCE) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
with the mission of increasing health coverage through the promotion of insurance 

eligibility information. 

FHCE has developed the only complete database of public and private health coverage 

options in the nation. These options are accessible through the use of: 

• User-Friendly Website 

• 24/7 Multi-Lingual Toll-Free Help Line 

• Printed Pamphlets and Resources 

• Over two million Americans have utilized our services to find affordable health care 

coverage. 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (March 2010) requires states to establi sh 

"health insurance exchanges" to facilitate the dissemination of health coverage options. 

FHCE proposes to help the state ofOidahoma meet these requirements quickly and 

inexpensively by customizing our existing infrastructure. 

Background 
Over 1/3 ofthe uninsured Americans eligible for public health 

coverage are not signed up. 

FHCE has centralized and consolidated all of the health 
coverage programs for the entire United States utilizing simple, 

yet effective eligibility tools to help people find coverage. Over 

two million people have discovered their free and low-cost 

health coverage options though FHCE's website, 

www.CoverageForAII.org, and U.S. Uninsured Help Line 800-

Over l wo milli on people 

have disrove rcd th eir rree 

and low-cos l hcallh 
cove t·age opti ons thro ugh 

lt'!I C I~ 's we bsite. 

234-1317. FHCE's research and outreach have been recognized by media outlets like the 

New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, CNN, and ABC. 
CoverageForAII.org has been recognized as the leading health insurance information 

website in America by Kiplinger. 

In an effort to further expand its outreach, FHCE has taken an active role in assisting 

uninsured individuals with specific diseases by collaborating with the American Cancer 
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Society, American Heart Association, American Diabetes Association and the American 

Lung Association. 

FHCE is strengthening its mission of lowering the ranks of the uninsured by creating state

by-state portals to direct state residents to the existing public and private sources of health 

coverage. 

Health Exchange Requirement 
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act requires each state to "establish an 

American Health Benefit Exchange that facilitates the purchase of qualified health plans" 

using a "governmental agency or non-profit entity." 

The Solution: HealthCoverageExchange.org/ Oklahoma 
• FHCE can set up your Health Insurance Exchange and bring Oklahoma into full 

compliance in a matter of weeks at a fraction of the cost of a custom-built solution 

by customizing our well-established and user-friendly web-portal and 24/7 

consumer-support Help Line. 

We can offer Oklahoma: 

Customized Website- www.HealthCoverageExchange.org/Oklahoma -that includes: 

Oklahorna 
HealthCoverage 

..____, Exchange.org 

Uninsured? Get access to health 
coverage. See if you qualify for free 
and low-cost public programs. 

Find your Health Care 

options in 

easy steps 

Get Started! Enter your Zipcode: 

us Uninsured Help Line: 

IS· t(soo)n4-t 3t7 0 @ 
MviU-IlnQull he lp a·..-Jtllble 

Home Options Matrix 

State: !oklahoma 

36123



• Health Coverage Eligibility Quiz: an online interactive eligibility tool where 

individuals answer five basic questions and instantly receive a personalized list 

of their health coverage options, including approximate monthly costs, coverage 
and eligibility information, sign-up checklists for applying, and program 

application links. 

• Health Care Options Matrix: a tri-fold informational pamphlet customized for 

Oklahoma displaying all public and private health coverage programs, including 

program contact information, coverage and eligibility details, and approximate 

monthly cost. 

• Accurate and up-to-date information disseminated via 

HealthCoverageExchange.org/ Oklahoma with real-time updates. 

• Electronic Applications (Optional Feature): gives individuals the ability to 

instantly apply online for all public programs and pay their initial monthly cost 

via Pay Pal or Credit Card. 

Dedicated Help Line - Oklahoma Uninsured Help Line available 24/7 for consumer 

support in 190 languages. The Call Center will be professionally staffed by trained public 
health insurance experts who relay accurate and up-to-date information to each caller over 

the phone. 

Tracking & Reporting: Statistical analysis of website and call center traffic collected on a 

monthly basis. 

Stability, Oversight, and Experience: FHCE has a trustworthy relationship among its 

partners and has audited financial statements. Our well-established organization has 

helped millions of Americans find health coverage. 

Cost 
• $150/hour for website programming 

• $3,000/month for website maintenance 
• $3,600/ month for a dedicated Oklahoma Help Line within the U.S. Uninsured Help 

Line infrastructure 
• Cost TBD to set-up a call center in Oklahoma with FHCE's time-tested software and 

management 

Conclusion 
FHCE has established the only existing national health coverage database and is ready to 

help Oklahoma save time and money while implementing its Health Insurance Exchange. 
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Your web-portal, www.HealthCoverageExchange.org/Oklahoma, will allow Oklahomans to 
quickly and affordably discover their eligibility for public and private programs. 
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Appendix: Testimonials to the Value of FHCE's Resources 

Hospitals 
"As California's largest private safety-net provider we are uniquely suited to being part of 

the solution to the health care crisis. We believe that access to care is a fundamental human 

right. Our goal in working with FHCE is to help ensure that ongoing care is available to 

individuals and families beyond the acute or emergency need that brought them through 

our doors. In doing so, we can ensure that more people have access to ongoing health 

services and reduce the overall cost of care." 

Lloyd H. Dean, President/Chief Executive Officer, Catholic Healthcare West 

"FHCE has been an invaluable partner with us as we work together to help our uninsured 

patients obtain health insurance coverage. By supplementing our internal efforts to 

educate patients about their options and guiding them through the often complex 
application process, FHCE is helping members of our communities access ongoing care 

beyond the acute or emergency need that brought them through our doors." 

Chris Deal, Director~ Catholic Healthcare West 

"Being in health care means being in the business of doing the right thing- every day- and 

that's what FHCE is achieving, along with all its collaborative partners. We consider our 
collaboration with FHCE the right thing for our community. It's a unique approach to 

getting information about health coverage options directly in the hands of someone in 
need. When more people are able to get health insurance, more people have the 

opportunity to get the care they need and to lead healthier lives. We're proud to be a part of 

this important effort." 

Gerilynn Sevenikar, Vice President, Patient Financial Services, Sharp HealthCare 

"The missions of our organizations are truly aligned. Daughters of Charity Health System is 

proud to partner with the Foundation for Health Coverage Education to ensure that the 

underserved people in our communities are aware of the many options for health coverage. 

The Foundation's user-friendly website and tools simplify the complex world of health 

insurance for all of us." 
Robert /ssai, President & CEO, Daughters of Charity Health System 

"[The Health Care Options] Matrix helps streamline the path to 

finding health insurance in every state. It's one-stop shopping in 

how to find coverage and to qualify. During the past year, 

Community Medical Centers has been supplying copies of the 

U.S. Uninsured Help 

Line 800-234-1317 

is available 24/7 for 

consumer support. 
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Matrix to the uninsured-Community cares for more uninsured and under-insured than all 

other Valley hospitals combined. The Matrix from the Foundation for Health Coverage 

Education may offer real help when you need healing." 

john G. Taylor, Director, Public Affairs, Community Medical Centers 

Non-Prolil/\ssociations 
"The American Diabetes Association's Center for Information and Community Support is 
proud to work with the Foundation for Health Coverage Education. Together, we ensure 

that our constituents are armed with the information they need to receive adequate health 
coverage, and to stop diabetes." 

Lee Barona, Director, National Call Center, American Diabetes Association 

"FHCE provides a valuable service to uninsured callers who call the American Cancer 

Society's National Cancer Information Center searching for ways to pay for their cancer 
care. Cancer Information Specialists at the NCIC provide callers with general cancer 

information and access to local cancer resources such as support groups, patient services 

and local social services. These resources are crucial to helping patients and their families 

cope with the physical, psychological, and emotional challenges of a cancer diagnosis. Now, 

they will also forward uninsured callers to FHCE's live help line of trained counselors." 

Kevin Babb, Strategic Director, American Cancer Society, National Cancer Information Center 

"The Foundation for Health Coverage Education offers a valuable service to people when 

they need it the most. The American Lung Association is grateful that we are able to work 

together to provide information on health coverage options to uninsured patients with lung 

disease and their families." 

Katherine Pruitt, Asst. Vice President, Program Services, American Lung Association 

"When customers contact our toll-free number seeking assistance to pay for their medical 

care we provide resources as an added convenience; one resource is the Foundation for 

Health Coverage Education (FHCE). We provide a link directly to the CoverageForAll.org 

website and explain that FHCE can help them understand their health coverage options. We 

have also added FHCE as a Resource Referral on our website." 

Yolanda Perez, Director Customer Relations, American Heart Association 

School Distl'irts 
"Students with access to health care do better in school. However, we have a high 
percentage of students without insurance and many of them are eligible for programs they 

don't know exist. Through our school nurses and health personnel, we help de-mystify the 

process and enhance enrollment into Medi-Cal and Healthy Families, and other publicly

funded programs available to students." 
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Sharon Swonger, CHAMP Coordinator, Los Angeles Unified School District 

Corporations 
"We're impressed by the various resources the organization has compiled for those seeking 

free or low-cost health coverage, particularly the U.S. Uninsured Help Line. The 

Foundation's dedication to connecting the community with available health care solutions 
is an important initiative, and we're happy that our online advertising program has helped 

drive traffic, visibility, and awareness about this important issue." 

Deanna Yick, Coogle, Inc. 

"The Foundation for Health Coverage Education has been selected for a Google Grants 

award. We think the issues the Foundation tackles are so important and are impressed at 
how many resources the organization has compiled for those seeking free or low cost 

health coverage. There are opportunities out there we didn't even know existed. We were 

especially was struck by the US Uninsured Health Line and how much work and dedication 

it must take to maintain such an endeavor." 

Kathryn Smith, Coogle, Inc. 

Consumers 
"I just wanted to Jet you know what a wonderful organization this is! I was completely 
devastated to learn that I was denied private insurance coverage due to pre-existing 

conditions and that I would be uninsured for the first time in my life. Yesterday I came 
across your website and I now have hope of obtaining health insurance. I am applying for 

California's MRMIP. Thank you so much!" 

Ilona Dahlke, Individual User of FHCE's resources 

Health Coverage 
Exchange.org 
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Oklahoma State Senate 
Communications Division 

State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

405-521-5774 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012 
 

Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance 
Commissioner 

 
 

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to 
criticism of Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma 
Senate Democrats. 
 
“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to 
President Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans 
are being discussed, it is important to remember that many Democrats don’t 
actually want the private health care system to succeed, and so the failures 
they’ve created in the health insurance market are as much by design as by 
mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat created 
failure. 
 
“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of 
utopian healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance 
cannot be conducted profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable 
of operating profitably in the healthcare market, and only the government 
will be willing to operate in the market at a loss.  At that point the Democrats 
will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of completely socializing 
healthcare in America.  
 
“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject 
the attempt of Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s 
healthcare system.  Commissioner Doak has a track record of finding free 
market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m confident he’ll be able 
to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma without 
the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.” 
 

For more information, contact: 
Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557 

 
-END- 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Nico Gomez
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Q and A with Casteel
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:19:00 PM

Here’s what I’m planning to send Casteel. Thanks for your help on this.
 
Regarding the estimated costs of expansion population only: Is 100 percent participation
realistic?
 
The Obama Administration’s goal is “universal coverage,” which means 100 percent
participation. At 100 percent participation, expansion would cost $56 million in 2020 with the
cost most likely rising in every subsequent year. At 75 percent participation, the cost to the
state would be $42 million per year, again with costs going up in every year after that.
Neither of these estimates take into account administrative expenses and the likelihood of
people currently eligible but not enrolled for Medicaid becoming enrolled. With these
administrative and additional costs, the state of Oklahoma is on the hook for up to $103
million per year.
 
Clearly, there are a number of different ways to calculate costs for the state when it comes to
Medicaid expansion. Even the advocates for expansion, however, admit that yearly costs to
the state will be in the tens of millions of dollars. That is money that will come directly out of
the budget for schools, police academies, roads and bridges, and even other health services.
Any way you slice it, the state of Oklahoma cannot afford this expansion.
 
 
Has there been any guidance from HHS on whether states who go along with expansion
could drop out in later years when fed matching declines?
 
Theoretically, yes, the state could do that (note: I checked with OHCA, this is true). Rather
than temporarily create a large new entitlement at great expense, only to then take it away,
Governor Fallin is focusing on permanent, state based solutions that will help Oklahoma
families get affordable, high quality health care.
 
 
I was wondering what you think of the Oklahoma Hosptial Association analysis that
predicts Oklahoma would gain jobs and state revenue from the additional Medicaid
money from the federal government.
 
The Obama Administration has been arguing that ‘ObamaCare” is going to boost the
economy for quite some time. Governor Fallin disagrees, and we think the majority of
Oklahomans do as well. Tax increases, government bureaucracy and more spending on
entitlement programs even as the country approaches a fiscal cliff are not going to help
Oklahoma’s economy or the nation’s economy.
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Q and A with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 10:58:00 AM

Proposed Q and A with Wayne Greene, attributable to me. What do you guys think. We’re already
on record pretty much saying all of this last year. I think if we don’t want to make a full throated
defense of this stuff, as I have done below, we can basically say “we’re glad the legislature is
working on this, go talk to them.” Frankly I think it’s better to just state our position rather than have
Wayne do it for us.
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
 
            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
 
 
 
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: nathan.h.atkins  John.estus@okhouse.gov
Subject: Q and A with Wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:08:00 AM

Sending something like this to Wayne today
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
 
            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
 
 
 
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: question re: ACA money
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:53:41 AM

Just wanted everyone to see this one more time before we sent it to Zeke. Health Dept's info is going
out today.
Note: i originally had a sentence about sequestration and a reliance on federal dollars which i took out.
no matter how i phrased it it brought up  a lot of questions i dont think we want to answer right now
about how to cope with a huge loss in federal dollars, what we were doing to prepare for sequestration
etc etc

Alex Weintz:
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care in
the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new taxes on
millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for states, and
an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She continues to actively
oppose the ACA, and it is her hope that it will be repealed and replaced following the November
election.

Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In many cases, Governor Fallin does not
have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue to fund
existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in the mission
of those agencies.

It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still supporting
the repeal of ObamaCare.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: mschrimpf@RGA.ORG
Subject: question re: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:55:00 AM

Hi Mike, sorry to bug you twice in one day. Did the RGA or
Gov McDonnell ever get a response to this letter?  
 
RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to

President Obama
 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, chairman of the Republican Governors
Association, sent a letter on behalf of Republican governors to President Obama
today seeking clarification on critical outstanding questions related to the federal
health care law in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision.
 
To read a copy of the letter in its entirety, click HERE. An excerpt of Governor
McDonnell’s letter, including the questions, is below:
 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the
PPACA, states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions
in the wake of the Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy
decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications
of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly
increasing the size of government to manage these programs.
 
The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs
remains significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources
available to states to spend on other meaningful priorities like education, the
environment, public safety and infrastructure.
 
Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed
by PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing
share of state budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid
without reform would do anything other than put more strain on state budgets and
the taxpayers, especially when considering that many pernicious provisions that
curtail state flexibility remain.
 
While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining
whether a Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face
other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-
insurance exchange or accept the default of a federal exchange.  As the exchange
issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with shouldering
all the responsibility without any authority.
 
If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its
citizens, it is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income
individuals who do not qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon
the authors of PPACA and your Administration to detail precisely how you intend
to address this situation. 
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We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully
functional exchanges in place by the Fall of 2013 in order for millions of
Americans to be able to purchase coverage beginning January 2014.  We
respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that
demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the responsible
course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do
not understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement
PPACA, with deficits already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency,
and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an outrageous record of
nearly $16 trillion.
 
The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation
– for decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose
wisely. We have taken the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical
questions that must have answers before states can determine best how to proceed
in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task with a sense of great
responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and complete
knowledge of all the implications of our decision.

 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1.)    Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed,
revised and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result
of the Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations,
exchange regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the
schedule for re-issuing these regulations?
 

2.)    When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential
health benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?

 
3.)    The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for

Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we
expect extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty
caused by the Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid
expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition,
will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership exchange? 
Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? 

 
4.)    When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates.
How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare
exchanges be sustained?

 
5.)    States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be

a charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional
reinsurance programs.

 
6.)    When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for
linking to the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to
know if a state-based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what
the contents of a federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time
for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more
sense for a particular state.
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7.)    When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be

available for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly
for each state to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces
will work.

 
8.)    If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange
states, when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s
insurers be released?

 
9.)    It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to

appropriate money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the
enactment provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to
fund exchanges without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10.) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and

implementation grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? 
Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus
putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties
does the federal government envision in this case?

 
11.) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be
better?  Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the
states?

 
12.) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide
Medicaid eligibility determination. How will this work if some states
participate and others do not?

 
13.) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision

in the law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer
and fewer people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify
will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that
change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think
people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14.) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for

states to improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social
service programs. Will that funding continue?   

 
15.) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid

program, states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless
point of entry for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the
Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic
Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small
Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves
another major question on the table.  What about all of the other social service
programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social
service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?

 
16.) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of
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Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that
must be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing
the requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures
these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17.) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will

they be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to
operate a high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 

1.)    When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and
related topics?
 

2.)    Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be
participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the
exchange declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to
be implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3.)    Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4.)    Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 

5.)    Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but
the federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program? 
Will you waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the
penalties for failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was
a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the
MOE no longer effective?

 
6.)    Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for
PPACA. 

 
7.)    Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they
expand to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical
eligibility criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the
state’s criteria?

 
8.)    If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the

PPACA, but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still
eligible for the 75% to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded
population?

 
9.)    Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or
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accountability provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health
Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s choice?

 
10.) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states
give further input on the needed reforms?

 
11.) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will
be exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12.) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state

flexibility, and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the
expansion?

 
13.)  The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when
will HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for
a state that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the
remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement
a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state
implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the
uninsured/uncompensated care services?

 
 

-30-
 

Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association
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1. If the legislature does not approve acceptance of the grant, will the state return it 
to the federal government? 

2. What will become of the exchange that is outlined in the grant proposal that the 
state submitted – will the state continue with its plans along the same lines? 

3. Who wrote the grant proposal and when was it submitted? How many state 
employees are now tasked or assigned to this project?  

4. The grant application says the exchange ``will expand the population served 
potentially to every state resident.’’ How would that be? 

5. The application also appears to call for a network that would hold a Personal 
Health Record and medical records of people who use the exchange. It also 
appears to have interfaces with other electronic medical records in the state. This 
has been publicly discussed as a place people can go to comparison shop for 
insurance policies. Do you think people are aware that the state is proposing to 
store medical records in the exchange? 

6. The application also calls for something called an eMPI, an electronic master 
patient index, to validate patients’ addresses and says “stakeholder entities can use 
the eMPI key for matching and de-duplicating records in their own internal 
systems.’’ What sources of data would be kept in this network to identify patients’ 
addresses? What other agencies would the health benefits exchange interface with 
to verify identity? 

7. The application states that ``one of the contractors for the OHIEP will be Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise Systems.’’ Shouldn’t that be something that is put out to 
competitive bid? How were they chosen? What other contractors were considered? 

8. HP and its lobbyists gave $8,100 to lawmakers and also spent $1,000 on meals for 
lawmakers and other state officials last year. Was that lobbying an attempt to win 
the contract for this exchange? 

9. The application also calls for 10 employees to work under OHCA and eventually 
for a call center to be developed. How would that be funded and how much would 
it cost? 

10. What is the drawdown schedule for the grant and at what point does OHCA have 
to either return the grant or start spending it? 

11. In general, what are the benefits of creating the exchange in this way for the 
state’s uninsured? 
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:36:00 PM

To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: questions on health insurance network
Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2011 10:07:00 AM

From a writer from “Health Insurance Report” industry magainze/newsletter.  Thoughts?
 
 
 
For Health Insurance Report, I am writing about the health insurance private enterprise network
that the state plans to adopt.
 

1.        Will this require additional legislation from this legislative session? If so, has a bill been
prepared? If not, do you know what legislators will introduce it?
 
Legislation has been prepared but not yet filed that would establish a governing board for
the Oklahoma Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network. 

 
 

2.        Will this network comply with the health insurance exchange provisions of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (the federal health reform law)?
 
The majority of Oklahomans, including Governor Fallin, believe the federal health care bill is
unconstitutional and the state has filed a separate legal challenge to the individual mandate
contained within the bill.  The Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network is an Oklahoma-
based solution that will help lower insurance costs be creating choice and competition for
consumers.

 
      3. Why is the governor returning the $54 million innovator grant? Can the grant not be use with
this health insurance network she is proposing?
 
                Simply put, Governor Fallin believes an Oklahoma-based solution to our state’s health
challenges is the best way to proceed.  The Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network establishes
the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by providing a place
for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health insurance plans.
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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Open Records Agreement   
 

On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, I, Bob Sands with Oklahoma Educational Television 
Authority (OETA), requested documents pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act from 
Governor Mary Fallin’s office.  
 
I requested all mail, including electronic mail, received by the Governor’s office from the 
citizens of Oklahoma related to Medicaid expansion and the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (commonly known as “PPACA” or “Obamacare”).  
 
The Office of the Governor has agreed to prepare the above mentioned correspondence and then 
allow me to review the correspondence (hereinafter “documents under review”) in the 
Governor’s office.  
 
WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, some or all of the documents under review 
may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “privileged” documents including 
executive privilege, deliberative process privilege, or attorney-client privilege.  
 
WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, information contained within some or all of the 
documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as 
“confidential” including information related to personal addresses, phone numbers, or electronic 
mail addresses. 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS:  

1. The Governor’s office will permit Bob Sands with OETA to review mail received by 
the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to PPACA.  
 

2. Bob Sands’ review of the documents will not prohibit the Governor’s office from 
subsequently designating some or all of the documents or information contained 
therein as “privileged” or “confidential”.   

 
3. Bob Sands’ review of the documents does not constitute a waiver of privilege or 

confidentiality that may be subsequently asserted by the Governor’s office in 
connection with the documents under review.  

 

4. Bob Sands will not create specific notes related to information contained within the 
documents.  

 
5. Bob Sands will only create notes related to the general tone and input from the public 

as a whole regarding this issue.  
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6. Bob Sands will not remove any of the documents under review from the premises of 
the Governor’s office located at 2300 Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma.  

 

Oklahoma Educational Television Authority 

 

      By: ______________________________  

              Bob Sands, Reporter  
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Open Records Agreement   
 

On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, I, Bob Sands with Oklahoma Educational Television 
Authority (OETA), requested documents pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act from 
Governor Mary Fallin’s office.  
 
I requested all mail, including electronic mail, received by the Governor’s office from the 
citizens of Oklahoma related to Medicaid expansion and the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (commonly known as “PPACA” or “Obamacare”).  
 
The Office of the Governor has agreed to prepare the above mentioned correspondence and then 
allow me to review the correspondence (hereinafter “documents under review”) in the 
Governor’s office.  
 
WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, some or all of the documents under review 
may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “privileged” documents including 
executive privilege, deliberative process privilege, or attorney-client privilege.  
 
WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, information contained within some or all of the 
documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as 
“confidential” including information related to personal addresses, phone numbers, or electronic 
mail addresses. 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS:  

1. The Governor’s office will permit Bob Sands with OETA to review mail received by 
the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to PPACA.  
 

2. Bob Sands’ review of the documents will not prohibit the Governor’s office from 
subsequently designating some or all of the documents or information contained 
therein as “privileged” or “confidential”.   

 
3. Bob Sands’ review of the documents does not constitute a waiver of privilege or 

confidentiality that may be subsequently asserted by the Governor’s office in 
connection with the documents under review.  

 

4. Bob Sands will not create specific notes related to information contained within the 
documents.  

 
5. Bob Sands will only create notes related to the general tone and input from the public 

as a whole regarding this issue.  
 

36148



2 
 

6. Bob Sands will not remove any of the documents under review from the premises of 
the Governor’s office located at 2300 Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma.  

 

Oklahoma Educational Television Authority 

 

      By: ______________________________  

              Bob Sands, Reporter  
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "maryfallin "
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
Subject: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:35:27 PM

Governor,

Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma not
participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.

It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.

Are you interested in this opportunity?
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Rally for Healthcare Independence
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 1:34:00 PM

FYI – From Jeff
 
The rally featured mainly Tea Party activists. A few of the other speakers were pastors that were
members of the "black robed regiment" organization and the "Patriot Pastors." Every speaker
emphasized there strong opposition to any healthcare exchanges being established in Oklahoma. There
were also several speakers who denounced the recent agreement for Lawton to be used as a test area
for unmanned aircraft. It is clear they believe that the drones will be testing their intelligence
capabilities on the people of Oklahoma, and not simply on the base, where reports have stated the
testing will take place.
 

Their constant motto throughout the rally was "Push Back." They say that since the federal government
is pushing into our state's right to manage our own healthcare, we must "push back" against
Washington D.C.
 

I then asked if there was specific mention of the Governor, and this was his response:

 

In association with the drone agreement, yes. They seem to blame her specifically for allowing the
federal government encroaching on their "constitutional right to privacy." Their healthcare woes,
however, seemed to be mainly focused on legislators. The only time, I believe, she was mentioned
specifically was a few times in relation to the drones and when they told individuals who to call and tell
not to support healthcare exchanges

Jeff Peters
Political Director
Oklahoma Republican Party
(405) 528-3501 (office)
(405)  (mobile)
jeff@okgop.com
 
Become an OKGOP Minuteman!
------------------------------------------------
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and delete this
e-mail from your system. 
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From: Brett Thomas
To: injun7@wildblue.net
Subject: Re: Section 1311 & 1322
Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2012 5:37:00 PM

Ms. Sisney:
 

Thank you for your letter to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health
Exchange Grant.   Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to respond. 
 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs, and
where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers. As you may know,
the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.  In 2009, the
Oklahoma Legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.  We now plan to build on the already authorized
exchange in an effort to expand access to quality, private health insurance for our citizens.

 
Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, and will continue to work to have it overturned. 
However, if this effort proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement the
provisions outlined in the legislation.  Therefore, creating the exchange in advance of the
2014 deadline for implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles without
interference from the federal government.  At this time, we plan to establish the health
insurance exchange utilizing state and private funding. 
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all work
together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share
your thoughts and views with us.
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:23:00 PM

Check out this report, has most of the relevant deadlines, including the 11/16 deadline:
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8213-2.pdf
 
I am not endorsing the analysis  
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
 
Alex-

How about the Medicaid expansion aspect? I understand Gov. Fallin said she would put off a decision

on that until after the election ...

 
Zeke

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject:
 
 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:04:00 PM

Re: Medicaid expansion
Governor Fallin has said she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision.
Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in
Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
 
Alex-

How about the Medicaid expansion aspect? I understand Gov. Fallin said she would put off a decision

on that until after the election ...

 
Zeke

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject:
 
 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:52:00 PM

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject:
 
 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: DARRELL PRESTON (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:)
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:28:00 PM

Darrell,

Here is a statement from our office.  Thanks.

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the bulk
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that many
aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by
the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the
law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential
nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.

However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin believes it
is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the
future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a
decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.

-----Original Message-----
From: DARRELL PRESTON (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:dpreston@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Hi Wes and Aaron, it's Darrell Preston at Bloomberg News. I was wondering for a story were doing on
Medicaid expansion whether Governor Fallin has decided whether she supports it or opposes it in the
wake of the Supreme Court decision. Thanks. Darrell 214-954-9454.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:36:00 PM

Already did so.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Can u send steve olafson w reuters our current ppaca statement
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 1:09:00 PM

Yes, it's Wednesday.  I don't know if they requested; I didn't have anything to do with the scheduling of
that.

Tomorrow - no press, unless Obamacare ruling happens

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 1:06 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Wednesday is edmond sun de board meeting? Did they request that?

Anything presswise tomorrow?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: John Estus
Subject: RE:
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 10:16:00 AM

thanks

-----Original Message-----
From: John Estus [mailto:John.Estus@okhouse.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:

This isn't final.

---
John Estus
Press Secretary
Office of the Speaker
Oklahoma House of Representatives
(405) 962-7674 desk
(405) 706-0084 cell
john.estus@okhouse.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 8:51 AM
To: John Estus
Subject:

Can I get a copy of the health insurance exchange draft?

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from disclosure
under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If
you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted
to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful.

The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free,
and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-
mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 5:06:00 PM

Are you writing this for tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:24 PM
To: 'Zeke Campfield'
Subject: RE:
 
Check out this report, has most of the relevant deadlines, including the 11/16 deadline:
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8213-2.pdf
 
I am not endorsing the analysis  
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
 
Alex-

How about the Medicaid expansion aspect? I understand Gov. Fallin said she would put off a decision

on that until after the election ...

 
Zeke

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject:
 
 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter
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9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Hedgecock, Richard
To: Bartheld, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: <no subject>
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:25:12 AM

Have had multiple assurances it will be no problem.
 
Let me re-check.
 
 

From: Bartheld, Elizabeth 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:25 AM
To: Hedgecock, Richard
Subject: <no subject>
 
Were you able to get Fallin to do a letter on Obamacare? The hearing is tomorrow. 
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From: Hedgecock, Richard
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: <no subject>
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:38:12 AM

She misspoke.
 
The hearing is Wednesday but they have to turn it in tomorrow….
 

From: Wendy Gregory [mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:36 AM
To: Hedgecock, Richard
Subject: RE: <no subject>
 
Give me a few minutes, not a problem….
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 
 

From: Hedgecock, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hedgecock@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:26 AM
To: Bartheld, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: <no subject>
 
Have had multiple assurances it will be no problem.
 
Let me re-check.
 
 

From: Bartheld, Elizabeth 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:25 AM
To: Hedgecock, Richard
Subject: <no subject>
 
Were you able to get Fallin to do a letter on Obamacare? The hearing is tomorrow. 
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: "Not participating in Obamacare"
Date: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 3:58:56 PM

Thanks!
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 
 

From: Keili McEwen
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 1:35 PM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: "Not participating in Obamacare"

Yes, we are, there is a pretty generic response in the I: drive that should be helpful.
 
Keili
 

From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 12:09 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: "Not participating in Obamacare"
 
How are you answering questions re: “Oklahoma isnt’ participating in Obamacare”, either pro or
con? I had one young guy call and say he wanted us to because he doesn’t want to pay for his own
healthcare. Anyway, let me know what you’ve been telling people over the phone, he didn’t want
anything else except to know, and probably to know why not. Thanks.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: "Not participating in Obamacare"
Date: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 3:58:56 PM

Thanks!
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 
 

From: Keili McEwen
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 1:35 PM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: "Not participating in Obamacare"

Yes, we are, there is a pretty generic response in the I: drive that should be helpful.
 
Keili
 

From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 12:09 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: "Not participating in Obamacare"
 
How are you answering questions re: “Oklahoma isnt’ participating in Obamacare”, either pro or
con? I had one young guy call and say he wanted us to because he doesn’t want to pay for his own
healthcare. Anyway, let me know what you’ve been telling people over the phone, he didn’t want
anything else except to know, and probably to know why not. Thanks.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: "Source Documents for the State Talking Points on Regulatory Costs and the Impact of Losing Federal

Medicaid Support"
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 1:30:00 PM

Thanks!
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: "Source Documents for the State Talking Points on Regulatory Costs and the Impact of Losing
Federal Medicaid Support"
 
Andrew S.
Here is where that information came from.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 

From: Michael Ramlet [mailto:mramlet@americanactionforum.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson
Cc: Sam Batkins; Cameron Smith
Subject: Source Documents for the State Regulatory Cost and Medicaid Coercision Estmiates
 
All,
 
Attached are two documents that substantiate all of the regulatory cost estimates and the Medicaid
coercion estimates in the state-by-state talking points.  Here’s a quick overview of each document. 
Please feel free to call me at 202-  if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Michael
 
---
Michael Ramlet
Director Health Policy
American Action Forum
 
Cell: (202)
Email: mramlet@americanactionforum.org
 
Regulatory Cost Impact by State
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The American Action Forum is fortune enough to have Sam Batkins as its Director of Regulation. 
Sam has compiled a database of every regulation issued by the Obama Administration broken down
by total pages, total cost, and paperwork burden hours.  He has also broken each regulation down
by the type of agencies affected so there is a sub-database for just healthcare regulations.
 
To derive the attached spread sheet estimating regulatory costs by state, Sam took the largest
regulations that impact states and broke down the federal government’s estimates proportionately
by state to come up with a reasonable estimate of how costly the Affordable Care Act’s regulations
have already been to the private sector and the public.
 
Interestingly, Sam has built such an advanced database that we are now able to use it to bracket
President during every state visit he makes to talk about jobs.  I hope you all check out the database
and tell your colleagues because it’s a tremendous resources explaining the effect of the Obama
Administrations red tape fiasco.
 
 
Measuring the Coerciveness of the PPACA Medicaid Expansion
 
The Medicaid related estimates come directly from the American Action Forum’s Supreme Court
Amicus brief on Medicaid, which was signed by over 100 economists including multiple Nobel Prize
winners.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: 1/31/11 Press Clips
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:29:00 AM

Not right now.  It’s on our wish list.
 

From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:24 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: 1/31/11 Press Clips
 
Aaron, do we have Journal Record log-in to read those stories? I can't open those links.
 
Great job with clips, very thorough! Not that you need more publications to keep up with, but you might
check Tulsa Business Journal too sometimes, they have a lot of great business - related stories 
http://www.tulsabusinessjournal.com
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 

From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:31 AM
Subject: 1/31/11 Press Clips

GOV FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman … editorial … Oklahoma Board of Ed power play may backfire on board members
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-ed-power-play-may-backfire-on-board-
members/article/3536250
 
KOTV … State Board Of Education Member Talks To News 9 About Heated Meeting
http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=13924544
 
The Oklahoman … Oklahoma lawmakers call for changes to education board's authority
http://www.newsok.com/article/3536403
 
Tulsa World … Barresi to request probe of meeting
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/printerfriendlystory.aspx?articleid=20110129_19_A1_StateS86354
 
OKonomics blog … Education Leaders Need to Show Leadership
http://mickeyhepner.blogspot.com/2011/01/education-leaders-need-to-show.html
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Tulsa World … Fallin won't commute prison term for Watts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/printerfriendlystory.aspx?
articleid=20110129_16_A15_CUTLIN584248
 
Muskogee Phoenix … Fallin denies Watts commutation
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1581527879/Fallin-denies-Watts-commutation
 
AP on KFOR-TV … Oklahoma governor declined to commute manslaughter sentence of former
congressman's brother
http://www.kfor.com/news/sns-ap-ok--watts-paroleboard,0,3340193.story
 
KWTV … Oklahoma Governor Won't Commute Manslaughter Term
http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=13931014
 
 
The Oklahoman … Conservative ideological bills concern group
http://www.newsok.com/conservative-ideological-bills-concern-group/article/3536708?
custom_click=masthead_topten
 
CapitolBeatOK in Tulsa Today … Secretary-designate Lopez welcomes Rep. Dank’s critical analysis,
points to jobs retention as 'vital'
http://www.tulsatoday.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2383:secretary-
designate-lopez-welcomes-rep-danks-critical-analysis-points-to-jobs-retention-as-
vital&catid=60:state&Itemid=108
 
Associated Press … Oklahoma to continue using sedative in executions despite manufacturere's
objections
http://www.kens5.com/news/Oklahoma-to-continue-using-sedative-in-executions-despite-
manufactureres-objections-114856734.html
 
KOSU radio … House Leaders Face New Session
http://kosu.org/2011/01/house-leaders-face-new-session/
 
High Plains Journal … Oklahoma Farm Bureau collects for Feeding Oklahoma drive
http://www.hpj.com/archives/2011/jan11/jan31/0114OFBHelpsFeedtheHungrysr.cfm?
title=OFB%20collects%20for%20Feeding%20Oklahoma%20drive
 
Norman Transcript … Ex-legislator enjoys life out of public arena
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x131146420/Ex-legislator-enjoys-life-out-of-public-arena
 
The Oklahoma Constitution … GOP Made History in 2010 Election
http://www.oklahomaconstitution.com/ns.php?nid=275
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma liquor law changes proposed
http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-liquor-law-changes-proposed/article/3536905

 
Senate Republicans have eye on Oklahoma's future success 

http://newsok.com/senate-republicans-have-eye-on-oklahomas-future-

success/article/3536253#ixzz1Cd35XvXE

 
Oklahoma lawmakers call for changes to education board's authority

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-call-for-changes-to-education-boards-

authority/article/3536403#ixzz1Ccf9CKOB

 
Conservative ideological bills concern group
http://www.newsok.com/conservative-ideological-bills-concern-group/article/3536708

 
Cherokee freedmen in limbo as legal cases move slowly in tribal and federal courts

http://newsok.com/cherokee-freedmen-in-limbo-as-legal-cases-move-slowly-in-tribal-and-

federal-courts/article/3536706#ixzz1CcevhUqh

 
Union negotiation process important to Edmond leaders
http://newsok.com/union-negotiation-process-important-to-edmond-

leaders/article/3536234?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 
Egypt's opposition calls for 1 million on streets

http://newsok.com/egypts-opposition-calls-for-1-million-on-

streets/article/3536932#ixzz1CccSFo3m

 
 Treasury announces bank warrant auction

http://www.newsok.com/treasury-announces-bank-warrant-auction/article/feed/238814

 
Despite China's might, US factories maintain edge

http://www.newsok.com/despite-chinas-might-us-factories-maintain-

edge/article/feed/238802

 
Democrats push aviation bill as jobs program
http://www.newsok.com/democrats-push-aviation-bill-as-jobs-program/article/feed/238785

 
Govt advising Americans to eat far less salt

http://newsok.com/govt-advising-americans-to-eat-far-less-

salt/article/feed/238772#ixzz1CcdNoAZf
 
Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals
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http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1CcdaDKF2
 
Clinton: Egypt must transition to democracy

http://www.newsok.com/clinton-egypt-must-transition-to-democracy/article/feed/238674

 
Leaders' power struggle roils 'most livable' Tulsa
http://www.newsok.com/leaders-power-struggle-roils-most-livable-tulsa/article/3536794

 
Daley asks GOP to detail its proposed budget cuts

http://newsok.com/daley-asks-gop-to-detail-its-proposed-budget-

cuts/article/feed/238686#ixzz1CceH8Fc7
 
Political crisis in Haiti draws help from Clinton 

http://newsok.com/political-crisis-in-haiti-draws-help-from-
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Poll: Most voters against expanding alcohol sales
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Gurich awaits ruling
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Urban Financial Group sets course for growth
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Roth: Algae-fed beef – good for you, Earth
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Member won’t resign after remark
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Panel formed to investigate Terrill

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-
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Press Secretary
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: 10/15/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 1:04:00 PM

We do not.
 
If you are looking for the travel story, here is the link that should work.
 
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-up/article/3718815
 
Let me know if it doesn’t.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 1:01 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 10/15/12 Daily News Clips
 
Ok, for whatever reason my computer is now asking for a password on the newsok website…I
assume we have one?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 8:05 AM
Subject: 10/15/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin’s travel expenses add up
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-up/article/3718764
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Barresi becoming political hot potato
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_Republ506431
Tulsa World – Despite objections to ‘Obamacare,’ Oklahomans received $25.5 million in
federal health care funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20121014_16_A21_ULNSoM211933
 
Associated press – Oklahoma parole ballot issue drawing opposition
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Oklahoma-parole-ballot-issue-drawing-opposition-
3946427.php
 
The Norman Transcript – Opinion: Signed book makes its way back to Norman
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1133185402/Signed-book-makes-its-way-back-to-
Norman
 
CBS Money Watch – Okla. Governor to head to Europe on economic trip
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-505245_162-57529501/okla-governor-to-head-to-europe-on-
economic-trip/
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running
http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-
running/article/3718701
 
The Oklahoman – Higher ed chancellor: investments have long-term benefit for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/higher-ed-chancellor-investments-have-long-term-benefit-for-
oklahoma/article/3718298
 
The Oklahoman - Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released 

Read more: http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-
released/article/3718817#ixzz29N4iEc8F
The Oklahoman - Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home 

Read more: http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-
home/article/3718816#ixzz29N5HufSX
The Oklahoman - Interactive: Governor's Travels
http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737
 
Tulsa World - Sunday Morning Quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_hGovMa118849
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ... 
http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-away-
.../article/3718654#ixzz29N3eJWzC
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The Oklahoman - State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about
corruption, cover-up
http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-officer-
about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29N3jlBHI
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension
proposal 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-pension-
proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29N3oSyIs
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just
hyperbole
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-
hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29N3riNYn
The Oklahoman - State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans 
http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-
oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29N3vPch2
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma
congressional elections 
http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-
congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29N41J8T9
The Oklahoman - ScissorTales: Note to VP: appearances matter
http://newsok.com/scissortales-note-to-vp-appearances-matter/article/3718285?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Appearances matter: Biden far from dignified in debate with
Ryan 
http://newsok.com/appearances-matter-biden-far-from-dignified-in-debate-with-
ryan/article/3718205#ixzz29N47wk14
 
The Oklahoman - GOP VP candidate, first lady campaigning in Ohio 
http://newsok.com/gop-vp-candidate-first-lady-campaigning-in-
ohio/article/feed/447669#ixzz29N4CTl00
The Oklahoman - Candidates consumed by debate preparations
http://newsok.com/candidates-consumed-by-debate-preparations/article/feed/447676
 
The Oklahoman - Obama campaign to slam Romney budget plans
http://newsok.com/obama-campaign-to-slam-romney-budget-plans/article/feed/447657
 
Associated Press - Monday, October 15, 2012
http://newsok.com/monday-october-15-2012/article/feed/447731
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-
lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29N4VWVoQ
The Oklahoman - This time, voters pose the debate questions
http://newsok.com/this-time-voters-pose-the-debate-questions/article/feed/447691
The Oklahoman - Fewer qualms for gun-rights groups over Romney now 
http://newsok.com/fewer-qualms-for-gun-rights-groups-over-romney-
now/article/feed/447444#ixzz29N4eovP0
Tulsa World - Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_USMari895463
 
Tulsa World - City readies industrial site cleanup plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20121015_11_A1_CUTLIN358144
 
Tulsa World - Advocates help victims, families deal with court process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_CUTLIN136366
 
Tulsa World – Cashing out: big deals being done in Tulsa
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20121014_46_E1_CUTLIN61220
 
Tulsa World - Honeywell deal made sense for Thomas Russell Co.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121014_49_E4_CUTLIN873836
 
Tulsa World - AAA holding job fair for OKC service center
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121015_48_0_OKLAHO306762
Tulsa World - Insider overview: Tyson Foods Inc.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121015_49_A7_Bodyte376958
Tulsa World - Global market will set oil prices, economist says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121014_49_E1_Crudeo790059
Tulsa World – Opinion: Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121015_61_A9_CUTLIN329360
Tulsa World - Editorial: For Olson
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570
Tulsa World – Opinion: AG opinion addresses early release issue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_CUTLIN926686
Tulsa World – Opinion: Finally, an informative debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_Thedeb867142
Associated Press - GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_WASHIN746804
Tulsa World - Obama, Romney hunker down for debate prep
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20121014_688_0_hrimgs41091
 
Tulsa World - 2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in
national address
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911
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Tulsa World - State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840
 
The Journal Record – Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth
efforts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-part-of-lm-
growth-efforts-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Great Plains sued over explosion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Veterans center head to retire
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-this-winter-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNG parts supplier receives CSA International
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-energy/
The Journal Record – State lawmakers support HB 1970
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for
products
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-
certification-for-products/
 
The Journal Record – Voter registration deadline Friday
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/11/voter-registration-deadline-friday-capitol/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 11/21/11 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, November 21, 2011 8:19:02 AM

Go to crossfit405.com right now 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 08:11 AM
Subject: 11/21/11 Daily News Clips 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KSWO – TV Channel 7 – Oklahoma governor sets dates for Senate election
http://www.kswo.com/story/16077642/okla-governor-sets-dates-for-senate-election
 
Tulsa World – Claremore veterans win governor’s domino tournament
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20111119_16_A12_ULNSer495207
 
The Oklahoman – One – time funds in Oklahoma budget
http://newsok.com/one-time-funds-in-oklahoma-budget/article/3625210?
custom_click=pod_headline_politics
KFOR Channel 4 – School hosts drive for the hungry
http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-school-hosts-drive-for-the-hungry-
20111120,0,2313418.story
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas important to energy future
http://newsok.com/natural-gas-important-to-energy-future/article/3624418
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin issued statement on OSU Coach Budke
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-issued-statement-
on-osu-coach-budke
 
The Oklahoman – Flat state budget expected next year for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/flat-state-budget-expected-next-year-for-oklahoma/article/3625209
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
Bloomberg – Cutting U.S. Watchdog budget will cost more than it saves: view
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-11-21/cutting-u-s-watchdog-budget-will-cost-
more-than-it-saves-view.html
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma State to examine travel rules after plane crash
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-to-examine-travel-rules-after-plane-
crash/article/3625191?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Watch: Plentiful exemptions complicate Oklahoma sales taxes
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-plentiful-exemptions-complicate-oklahoma-sales-
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taxes/article/3625177?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Oklahoman – One-time funds in Oklahoma budget
http://newsok.com/feed/one-time-funds-in-oklahoma-budget/article/3625210?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Tinker dominates market as private companies scramble to fill aircraft tech
jobs
http://newsok.com/tinker-dominates-market-as-private-companies-scramble-to-fill-aircraft-
tech-jobs/article/3624844?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Insurance exchanges just one part of Obamacare mess
http://newsok.com/insurance-exchanges-just-one-part-of-obamacare-mess/article/3624429?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. can’t come up with cohesive, comprehensive energy policy
http://newsok.com/u.s.-cant-come-up-with-cohesive-comprehensive-energy-
policy/article/3624421?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Washington News Briefs
http://newsok.com/washington-news-briefs/article/3624943
 
The Oklahoman – Former Oklahoma County DA Bob Macy dies
http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-county-district-attorney-bob-macy-dies/article/3624881
 
Tulsa World - $5.8 million in grants to go toward area social services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_11_A1_TheGeo520855
 
Tulsa World – Man blames lawmakers in toddler’s death
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A1_CUTLIN561178
 
Tulsa World – Loss of one-time funds to curtail state budget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A8_OKLAHO983084
 
Tulsa World – Romney plays it safe on high-stakes debates
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_PTROOG595898
 
Tulsa World – Science Panel: Get ready for extreme weather
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A18_CUTLIN204296
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Oklahoma GOP starting presidential straw poll
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_hOklah480937
 
Tulsa World – Roll Call
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A4_WSIGOe958757
Tulsa World – Republicans seek Iowa social conservatives’ nod
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_CUTLIN751745
 
Tulsa World – State wants out of No Student Left Behind requirements
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_OKLAHO966433
 
Tulsa World – Anything can happen feel in Iowa’s 2012 vote
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOP_WIDE_OPEN_IOWA?
SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Romney wins key endorsement of NH Sen. Ayotte
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ROMNEY_AYOTTE?
SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Role of underdog seems to suit Texas governor
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_PERRY_PROFILE?
SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – UN bashing is popular among Republican candidates
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/UN_UN_REPUBLICAN_CANDIDATES?
SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Lawsuits targets board, Cain over retirement fund
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CAIN_RETIREMENT_LOSSES?
SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
The Journal Record – Developers defend tax incentive
http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/developers-defend-tax-incentive-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – OKC eyes speeding ticket hike
http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/okc-eyes-speeding-ticket-hike-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Nation sweet on tourism: New home for chocolate factory among
Chickasaw projects
http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/nation-sweet-on-tourism-new-home-for-chocolate-
factory-among-chickasaw-projects-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Developers defend tax incentive
http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/developers-defend-tax-incentive-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – New state law banning synthetic cannabinoids challenged
http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/new-state-law-banning-synthetic-cannabinoids-
challenged-law/
 
The Journal Record – Rise in economic gauge suggests brighter outlook
http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/rise-in-economic-gauge-suggests-brighter-outlook-
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Tom Hockaday
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 1:55:00 PM

Tom,
 
You are on this list.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Tom Hockaday [mailto:t_hockaday ] 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 1:52 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips
 
Alex--

Thanks!  Am I on this list to receive this daily?

 

From: Alex Gerszewski <Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov>

To: 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 8:38 AM

Subject: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips

 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Money for fiscal year 2013 to rise 2.6 percent in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120222_16_A8_OKLAHO296574
 
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines workers ask for help from governor, congressional
delegation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120222_45_E1_CUTLIN874721
 
KSWO – TV Channel 7 – Fallin tax plan due next week; panel OKs others
http://www.kswo.com/story/16985517/senate-panel-oks-cuts-to-okla-income-taxes
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Okla. panel wants to limit refunds for drillers
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/okla-panel-wants-to-limit-refunds-for-drillers
 
Associated Press – Fallin tax plan due next week; panel OKs others
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http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/usatoday/article/38628943?
odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cs
 
Associated Press – Okla. boosts revenue estimate; Senate panel wants limit refunds for oil
and gas producers
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/24ab4c26a90d4b538061e65c5c1ab6ba/OK--
Oklahoma-Revenue/
 
Tulsa World – ‘Obamacare’ reshaping health care system
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=316&articleid=20120222_15_E4_Likeit197238
 
 
The Journal Record – Okla. lawmakers to have $47M more to spend
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/okla-lawmakers-to-have-47m-more-to-spend-capitol/
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
 
The Oklahoman – Will Rogers World Airport traffic steady, Tulsa International Airport sees
drop during January
http://newsok.com/will-rogers-world-airport-traffic-steady-tulsa-international-airport-sees-
drop-during-january/article/3651237
 
The Oklahoman – Panel approves bill giving Oklahoma cities power to ban smoking
http://newsok.com/panel-approves-bill-giving-oklahoma-cities-power-to-ban-
smoking/article/3651231
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House panel approves Kern’s bill on scientific instruction
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-kerns-bill-on-scientific-
instruction/article/3651133
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3651116?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3651110?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Federal government too big, Newt Gingrich tells Oklahoma House
members
http://newsok.com/federal-government-too-big-newt-gingrich-tells-oklahoma-house-
members/article/3651045
 
The Oklahoman – Watch Newt Gingrich’s 30 min energy infomercial
http://newsok.com/watch-newt-gingrichs-30-min-energy-infomercial/article/feed/350966
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council approves taxi parking rules, park plans
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-approves-taxi-parking-rules-park-
plans/article/3651065
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond Neighborhood alliance will hold summit Saturday
http://newsok.com/edmond-neighborhood-alliance-will-hold-summit-
saturday/article/3650992
 
The Oklahoman – City-issued badges are needed to sell door-to-door in Edmond
http://newsok.com/city-issued-badges-are-needed-to-sell-door-to-door-in-
edmond/article/3650990
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House committee defeats allergy pill bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-committee-defeats-allergy-pill-bill/article/3651098
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3651109
 
The Oklahoman – Lobbyist for Oklahoma’s county commissioners says Mike Morgan was
behind effort to get landfill legislation passed
http://newsok.com/lobbyist-for-oklahomas-county-commissioners-says-mike-morgan-was-
behind-effort-to-get-landfill-legislation-passed/article/3650950
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House committee rejects plan to restrict pseudoephedrine access
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=683&articleid=20120222_16_A1_OKLAHO366258
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma income – tax – cut bills get Senate panel’s OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120222_16_A1_ULNSbT851667
 
Tulsa World – Broken Arrow anti-casino group amends demands of City Council
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=685&articleid=20120222_12_A1_CUTLIN365023
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s postal sorting center’s fate may be revealed Wednesday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A13_Employ111874
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Santorum surges, Obama leads Republicans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_688_0_hrimgs790634
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa Maintenance personnel find savings, earn rewards
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_11_A11_CUTLIN150641
 
Tulsa World – GOP debate Wednesday night to kick off crucial week for Romney
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_13_A4_CUTLIN891572
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Tulsa World – Collinsville mayor to run for state House
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_12_A8_CUTLIN242839
 
Tulsa World – Gingrich asks Oklahoma lawmakers to help him scale back federal role
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_16_A8_CUTLIN235652
 
Tulsa World – Lobbyist: Lawmaker Morgan sought help for ‘friends’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A8_OKLAHO31711
 
Tulsa World – Abortion foe says graphic ads like the ones he used in Oklahoma will make a
statement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A8_Antiab984556
 
 
The Journal Record – An ailing system
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/an-ailing-system-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Companies unite for pipeline to Cushing
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/companies-unite-for-pipeline-to-cushing-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake 4Q profits more than double
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/chesapeake-4q-profits-more-than-double-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Nonprofit sues Oklahoma Water Resources Board
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/nonprofit-sues-oklahoma-water-resources-board-law/
 
The Journal Record – Bill banning teens from texting while driving clears committee
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/bill-banning-teens-from-texting-while-driving-clears-
committee-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – SeedStep angel investor program expanded to Ardmore
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/seedstep-angel-investor-program-expanded-to-ardmore-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Gingrich: No to EPA, yes to Keystone XL
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/gingrich-no-to-epa-yes-to-keystone-xl-energy/
 
The Journal Record – American Airlines workers protest job, pay cuts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/american-airlines-workers-protest-job-pay-cuts-
aerospac/
 
The Journal Record – Boeing: Effect of Obama budget plan not clear yet
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/boeing-effect-of-obama-budget-plan-not-clear-yet-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – Oil price climbs on fear Iran may stop more oil
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/oil-price-climbs-on-fear-iran-may-stop-more-oil-
energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 2/23/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 2:58:00 PM

Can you add egoeas  to this clips list pls
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 7:50 AM
Subject: 2/23/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Legislative task force recommends creating state health insurance
exchange in Oklahoma
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/4e1109982b394bb997faf2947fad6734/OK--Health-
Care-Law/
 
McAlester News-Capital – Execution date requested for Okla. death row inmate
http://mcalesternews.com/local/x1058961213/Execution-date-requested-for-Okla-death-row-
inmate
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally
endorsed
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governors-tax-plan-neither-simple-nor-universally-
endorsed/article/3651271
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-urged-to-form-its-own-health-insurance-
exchange/article/3651314
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s response to ‘obamacare’ recommends partial step toward health
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Rapid-fire attacks across Iraq kill 50 people
http://newsok.com/rapid-fire-attacks-across-iraq-kill-50-people/article/feed/351068
 
The Oklahoman – Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University
plane crash
http://newsok.com/medical-examiners-unable-to-find-cause-for-oklahoma-state-university-
plane-crash/article/3651484
 
The Oklahoman – Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator
http://newsok.com/power-plant-officials-deny-bribing-former-oklahoma-state-
senator/article/3651265
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-
says/article/3651337
 
The Oklahoman – Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/presidential-candidate-ron-paul-to-speak-saturday-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3651331
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of
schools
http://newsok.com/okc-education-leaders-say-they-will-fight-state-takeover-of-
schools/article/3651309
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3651344?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3651351?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Enid company adds Bakken acreage
http://newsok.com/enid-company-adds-bakken-acreage/article/3651324?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top
http://newsok.com/debate-over-oklahoma-pseudoephedrine-legislation-way-over-the-
top/article/3651270?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many
http://newsok.com/gains-in-oklahoma-foster-care-system-will-require-help-from-
many/article/3651269?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – It’s time to unify on goals for Indian cultural center in Oklahoma city
http://newsok.com/gains-in-oklahoma-foster-care-system-will-require-help-from-
many/article/3651269?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature
http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-
legislature/article/3651333
 
The Oklahoman – Public asked to comment on new Oklahoma school grading system
http://newsok.com/public-asked-to-comment-on-new-oklahoma-school-grading-
system/article/3651310
 
The Oklahoman – Focus schools
http://newsok.com/focus-schools/article/3651311
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Santorum takes one for the team
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-santorum-takes-one-for-the-team/article/feed/351540
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The Oklahoman – Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma’s pet breeders licensing board
http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-
board/article/3651307
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing
proposal
http://newsok.com/edmond-planning-chairman-is-unhappy-over-handling-of-fairfax-
housing-proposal/article/3651288
 
The Oklahoman – President Barak Obama seeks overhaul of corporate tax rates
http://newsok.com/president-barak-obama-seeks-overhaul-of-corporate-tax-
rates/article/3651315
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma lawmakers wants House staff to testify in workers’
compensation case
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-wants-house-staff-to-testify-in-workers-
compensation-case/article/3651312
 
Tulsa World – John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071
 
Tulsa World – Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990
 
Tulsa World – After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415
 
Tulsa World – Gas price jumps to $3.38 a gallon in Tulsa
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120223_49_E1_Themos255870
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines to trim New York service during travel peak
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120223_45_E1_CUTLIN257678
 
Tulsa World – New York court bolsters opponents of ‘fracking’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120223_49_E3_ALBANY381974
 
Tulsa World – Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939
 
Tulsa World – Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736
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Tulsa World – Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S.
relations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN768351
 
The Journal Record – Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
 
The Journal Record – Cracking the pink ceiling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-amendment-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-tribes-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Morgan trial: Herbert calls FBI discussions casual
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/morgan-trial-herbert-calls-fbi-discussions-casual-law/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:44:00 AM

Ya – I noticed in the video that the guys was completely out of breath.  I probably wont even get 12. 
Im amazed by how I aim for something and then its 10 times harder than I thought it would be.  For
example, I thought I’d get 90 double unders and didn’t come close!  But 12 rounds is also only 30
pull ups and 30 thrusters. 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
It’s more like collar bone to bar. You don’t have to go mid-chest or anything.
 
12 would be a good number to shoot for. 7 mins isnt very long, but if I remember correctly my
lungs wanted to explode after this.
 
There is no difference whatsoever from this years to last years. Kinda crazy
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:32 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
I don’t know if im able to do chest to bar pull ups.  I’m guessing I’ll get through round 12:-/  but at
least I can do the movements unlike the last WOD.  7 minutes isn’t much time. I think you’ll do
significantly better than last year.  Is it really the exact same wod as last year?
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:18 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
This is the exact same as last year’s final work out. I got 108 total reps, moved down significantly
and lost my bid for regionals. I like it because it will give me a good idea as to how far I have
progressed (or digressed) in the past year.
 
What do you think about it?  
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Thoughts on the wod? I was basically right! But you were right about the ladder
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
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KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
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The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
 
Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
 
Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/

36200

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-income-tax-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-income-tax-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-gas-price-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-gas-price-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/


 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
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Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:37:00 AM

It’s more like collar bone to bar. You don’t have to go mid-chest or anything.
 
12 would be a good number to shoot for. 7 mins isnt very long, but if I remember correctly my
lungs wanted to explode after this.
 
There is no difference whatsoever from this years to last years. Kinda crazy
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:32 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
I don’t know if im able to do chest to bar pull ups.  I’m guessing I’ll get through round 12:-/  but at
least I can do the movements unlike the last WOD.  7 minutes isn’t much time. I think you’ll do
significantly better than last year.  Is it really the exact same wod as last year?
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:18 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
This is the exact same as last year’s final work out. I got 108 total reps, moved down significantly
and lost my bid for regionals. I like it because it will give me a good idea as to how far I have
progressed (or digressed) in the past year.
 
What do you think about it?  
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
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Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Thoughts on the wod? I was basically right! But you were right about the ladder
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
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Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
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http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
 
Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
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Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
 
Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-
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on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:31:00 AM

I don’t know if im able to do chest to bar pull ups.  I’m guessing I’ll get through round 12:-/  but at
least I can do the movements unlike the last WOD.  7 minutes isn’t much time. I think you’ll do
significantly better than last year.  Is it really the exact same wod as last year?
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:18 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
This is the exact same as last year’s final work out. I got 108 total reps, moved down significantly
and lost my bid for regionals. I like it because it will give me a good idea as to how far I have
progressed (or digressed) in the past year.
 
What do you think about it?  
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Thoughts on the wod? I was basically right! But you were right about the ladder
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
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Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
 

36213

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-permits/article/3659672
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-permits/article/3659672
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-me/article/feed/362400
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-me/article/feed/362400
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783


Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
 
Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-
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laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:17:00 AM

This is the exact same as last year’s final work out. I got 108 total reps, moved down significantly
and lost my bid for regionals. I like it because it will give me a good idea as to how far I have
progressed (or digressed) in the past year.
 
What do you think about it?  
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Thoughts on the wod? I was basically right! But you were right about the ladder
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit

36218

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-obama
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-obstructionist
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362


http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
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The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
 
Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

36220

http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-permits/article/3659672
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-permits/article/3659672
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-me/article/feed/362400
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-me/article/feed/362400
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652


subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
 
Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
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The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat
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http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39:00 AM

Thoughts on the wod? I was basically right! But you were right about the ladder
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
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Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
 
Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
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Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
 
Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5
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Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 9:48:00 AM

thanks
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Miranda Shaunessy 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 9:50 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
You can send the clips whenever!
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: FW: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
For today!
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
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http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
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The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
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Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
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Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 

36235

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-income-tax-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-income-tax-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-gas-price-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-gas-price-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz
http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news


http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 9:48:27 AM

thanks
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Miranda Shaunessy 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 9:50 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
You can send the clips whenever!
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: FW: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
For today!
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
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http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
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The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
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Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
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Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
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http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

36244

http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Katie Shelton
Subject: RE: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:28:00 AM

I know you thought about it all spring break… I don’t know how you stayed away for so long.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Katie Shelton 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:27 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Why thank you!
You are just too sweet, I greatly appreciate it…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Katie Shelton
Subject: FW: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Welcome back!
 
As a gift upon your return to the governor’s office, I give you a ton of press clips to print out!
 
You’re welcome…
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:17 AM
Subject: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – OCAST provides funding for scientists, researchers, manufacturers
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1361426808/OCAST-provides-funding-for-scientists-
researchers-manufacturers
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KTUL Channel 8 – Officials: Fallin didn’t mean to snub Pres. Obama
http://www.ktul.com/story/17240386/officials-fallin-didnt-mean-to-snub-president-obama?
clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report, Wayne Greene: Obama visit spices up slow week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A26_CUTLIN353498
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fort Gibson choir performs at Capitol
http://muskogeephoenix.com/features/x1450995283/Fort-Gibson-choir-performs-at-Capitol
 
Tulsa World – Bond issue considered to fix Okla. State Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120324_298_0_OKLAHO314577
 
The Oklahoman – Law enforcement mixed on proposed open carry legislation
http://newsok.com/law-enforcement-mixed-on-proposed-open-carry-
legislation/article/3660549?custom_click=pod_lead_politics
 
The Norman Transcript… Opinion – A missed opportunity
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1361426541/A-missed-opportunity
 
Enid News & Eagle – Commissioner speaks in Enid
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1437237816/Commissioner-speaks-in-Enid
 
The Oklahoman – Three-year bond issue could be option for Oklahoma state Capitol
renovations
http://newsok.com/three-year-bond-issue-could-be-option-for-oklahoma-state-capitol-
renovations/article/3660348
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Cameron completes journey to earth’s deepest point
http://newsok.com/cameron-completes-journey-to-earths-deepest-point/article/feed/363795
 
The Oklahoman – Claims Keystone XL pipeline will destroy Oklahoma historical sites is
disputed
http://newsok.com/claims-keystone-xl-pipeline-will-destroy-oklahoma-historical-sites-is-
disputed/article/3660906
 
The Oklahoman – Half of deployed Oklahoma National Guard soldiers are now home
http://newsok.com/half-of-deployed-oklahoma-national-guard-soldiers-are-now-
home/article/3660803
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing gushing from oil storage business
http://newsok.com/cushing-gushing-from-oil-storage-business/article/3660500?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing, OK stores more than $4.1 billion in oil
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http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Nation business news briefs
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Legislative battles best fought without one side having publicly
financed edge
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-
financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Some playing politics with GOP leaders’ handling of Obama’s
visit to Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Little new ground broken during Obama’s visit to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – ScissorTales: Oklahoma state auditor’s wish will have to wait
for another time
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-
time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare on trial
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-on-trial/article/feed/363970
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Santorum blasts New York Times reporter
http://newsok.com/video-santorum-blasts-new-york-times-reporter/article/feed/363960
 
The Oklahoman – Louisiana not a game-changer
http://newsok.com/lousiana-not-a-game-changer/article/feed/363833
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan open to being Romeny’s VP
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-open-to-being-romneys-vp/article/feed/363866
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare doesn’t ‘force’ people to buy anything
http://newsok.com/obamacare-doesnt-force-people-to-buy-anything/article/feed/363868
 
The Oklahoman – Washington Notes
http://newsok.com/washington-notes/article/3660641
 
 
Tulsa World – Soldiers of Oklahoma’s 45th infantry get standing ovation on return home
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s AG Pruitt contends federal government power at stake as health

36247

http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-on-trial/article/feed/363970
http://newsok.com/video-santorum-blasts-new-york-times-reporter/article/feed/363960
http://newsok.com/lousiana-not-a-game-changer/article/feed/363833
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-open-to-being-romneys-vp/article/feed/363866
http://newsok.com/obamacare-doesnt-force-people-to-buy-anything/article/feed/363868
http://newsok.com/washington-notes/article/3660641
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074


care hearings begin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Oklaho625471
 
Tulsa World – Referrals of suspected welfare fraud in Oklahoma rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Thenum288250
 
Tulsa World – State teacher evaluation plan gets B- in 2011, up from D- in 2009
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120326_19_A1_Olhmsa774785
 
Tulsa World – High court takes up fight over Obama health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120326_13_0_WASHIN650437
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Sour apples
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120326_61_A7_Thewar711872
 
Tulsa World – Small signs show improving economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120325_46_E3_CUTLIN522126
 
Tulsa World – Obama: North Korean rocket test would isolate regime
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_0_SEOULS890519
 
Tulsa World – Potential mayoral candidates emerge to take on Bartlett
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120325_11_A1_CUTLIN225065
 
Tulsa World – State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A1_Anunex932931
 
Tulsa World - Attorney general revises ‘personhood’ petition wording
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_OKLAHO116835
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report Notebook: New law signed on short week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_bNewla632767
 
The Journal Record – State officials working to raise fire district classifications
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/state-officials-working-to-raise-classifications-finance/
 
The Journal Record – AMR threatens to ask court’s permission to end union contracts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/amr-threatens-to-ask-court%e2%80%99s-permission-
to-end-union-contracts-aerospace/
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The Journal Record – W&W starts portal for home sales
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/ww-starts-portal-for-home-sales-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Western Okla. wind energy project dedicated
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/utility-dedicates-new-wind-power-project-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Psychologists push for electronic records legislation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/psychologists-push-for-electronic-records-legislation-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – GOP’s claims about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/gop%e2%80%99s-claims-about-obama-puzzle-
environmentalists-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma Commerce Department business recruiter reprimanded
http://newsok.com/article/3660440

 

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans
http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/363353#ixzz1qETK9PAn

 

Oklahoma City jobless rate ticks up; still among lowest in large U.S. cities
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-jobless-rate-ticks-up-still-among-lowest-in-large-u.s.-

cities/article/3660380#ixzz1qETQLTT9

 

Confidence heats up Oklahoma City retail
http://newsok.com/article/3660399

 

Health care act could bring Oklahoma money

http://newsok.com/article/3660587

 

Oklahoma AG: President’s words on energy ring hollow
http://newsok.com/article/3660255#ixzz1qETt0w21

 

Obama tells AAA auto club he understands frustration over gasoline prices
http://newsok.com/article/3660395#ixzz1qETa9Liv

 

Doctors play role in Oklahoma’s pain pill epidemic, authorities say
http://newsok.com/article/3660588#ixzz1qETci7ai

 

DHS catches more attempts to defraud welfare programs

http://newsok.com/article/3660841#ixzz1qEVjp943
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Ann Coody

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_bParty425123

 

Political Notebook: Tulsa business, civicleaders head to D.C.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A23_hTulsa991346

 

Progress Report: House Joint Resolution 1096

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_hHouse717585

 

Cheney recovering from heart transplant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_A6_CUTLIN996567

 

Keystone Pipeline avoids sensitive sites in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_12_A13_OKLAHO873836

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Bond issue considered to fix capitol building
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1361426804/Bond-issue-considered-to-fix-capitol-

building

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 8:39:19 AM

In case anyone wonders, I'm dropping my car at body shop and getting rental this am. Should be
there around 9
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 08:05 AM
Subject: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – OCAST provides funding for scientists, researchers, manufacturers
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1361426808/OCAST-provides-funding-for-scientists-
researchers-manufacturers
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Officials: Fallin didn’t mean to snub Pres. Obama
http://www.ktul.com/story/17240386/officials-fallin-didnt-mean-to-snub-president-obama?
clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report, Wayne Greene: Obama visit spices up slow week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A26_CUTLIN353498
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fort Gibson choir performs at Capitol
http://muskogeephoenix.com/features/x1450995283/Fort-Gibson-choir-performs-at-Capitol
 
Tulsa World – Bond issue considered to fix Okla. State Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120324_298_0_OKLAHO314577
 
The Oklahoman – Law enforcement mixed on proposed open carry legislation
http://newsok.com/law-enforcement-mixed-on-proposed-open-carry-
legislation/article/3660549?custom_click=pod_lead_politics
 
The Norman Transcript… Opinion – A missed opportunity
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1361426541/A-missed-opportunity
 
Enid News & Eagle – Commissioner speaks in Enid
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1437237816/Commissioner-speaks-in-Enid
 
The Oklahoman – Three-year bond issue could be option for Oklahoma state Capitol
renovations
http://newsok.com/three-year-bond-issue-could-be-option-for-oklahoma-state-capitol-
renovations/article/3660348
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
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The Oklahoman – Cameron completes journey to earth’s deepest point
http://newsok.com/cameron-completes-journey-to-earths-deepest-point/article/feed/363795
 
The Oklahoman – Claims Keystone XL pipeline will destroy Oklahoma historical sites is
disputed
http://newsok.com/claims-keystone-xl-pipeline-will-destroy-oklahoma-historical-sites-is-
disputed/article/3660906
 
The Oklahoman – Half of deployed Oklahoma National Guard soldiers are now home
http://newsok.com/half-of-deployed-oklahoma-national-guard-soldiers-are-now-
home/article/3660803
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing gushing from oil storage business
http://newsok.com/cushing-gushing-from-oil-storage-business/article/3660500?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing, OK stores more than $4.1 billion in oil
http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Nation business news briefs
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Legislative battles best fought without one side having publicly
financed edge
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-
financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Some playing politics with GOP leaders’ handling of Obama’s
visit to Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Little new ground broken during Obama’s visit to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – ScissorTales: Oklahoma state auditor’s wish will have to wait
for another time
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-
time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare on trial
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-on-trial/article/feed/363970
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Santorum blasts New York Times reporter
http://newsok.com/video-santorum-blasts-new-york-times-reporter/article/feed/363960
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The Oklahoman – Louisiana not a game-changer
http://newsok.com/lousiana-not-a-game-changer/article/feed/363833
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan open to being Romeny’s VP
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-open-to-being-romneys-vp/article/feed/363866
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare doesn’t ‘force’ people to buy anything
http://newsok.com/obamacare-doesnt-force-people-to-buy-anything/article/feed/363868
 
The Oklahoman – Washington Notes
http://newsok.com/washington-notes/article/3660641
 
 
Tulsa World – Soldiers of Oklahoma’s 45th infantry get standing ovation on return home
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s AG Pruitt contends federal government power at stake as health
care hearings begin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Oklaho625471
 
Tulsa World – Referrals of suspected welfare fraud in Oklahoma rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Thenum288250
 
Tulsa World – State teacher evaluation plan gets B- in 2011, up from D- in 2009
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120326_19_A1_Olhmsa774785
 
Tulsa World – High court takes up fight over Obama health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120326_13_0_WASHIN650437
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Sour apples
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120326_61_A7_Thewar711872
 
Tulsa World – Small signs show improving economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120325_46_E3_CUTLIN522126
 
Tulsa World – Obama: North Korean rocket test would isolate regime
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_0_SEOULS890519
 
Tulsa World – Potential mayoral candidates emerge to take on Bartlett
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120325_11_A1_CUTLIN225065
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Tulsa World – State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A1_Anunex932931
 
Tulsa World - Attorney general revises ‘personhood’ petition wording
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_OKLAHO116835
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report Notebook: New law signed on short week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_bNewla632767
 
The Journal Record – State officials working to raise fire district classifications
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/state-officials-working-to-raise-classifications-finance/
 
The Journal Record – AMR threatens to ask court’s permission to end union contracts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/amr-threatens-to-ask-court%e2%80%99s-permission-
to-end-union-contracts-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – W&W starts portal for home sales
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/ww-starts-portal-for-home-sales-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Western Okla. wind energy project dedicated
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/utility-dedicates-new-wind-power-project-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Psychologists push for electronic records legislation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/psychologists-push-for-electronic-records-legislation-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – GOP’s claims about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/gop%e2%80%99s-claims-about-obama-puzzle-
environmentalists-energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 8:40:00 AM

Sounds good. Alex won’t be in till later either… Sounds like his IBS is acting up again.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 8:39 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips
 
In case anyone wonders, I'm dropping my car at body shop and getting rental this am. Should be
there around 9
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 08:05 AM
Subject: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – OCAST provides funding for scientists, researchers, manufacturers
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1361426808/OCAST-provides-funding-for-scientists-
researchers-manufacturers
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Officials: Fallin didn’t mean to snub Pres. Obama
http://www.ktul.com/story/17240386/officials-fallin-didnt-mean-to-snub-president-obama?
clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report, Wayne Greene: Obama visit spices up slow week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A26_CUTLIN353498
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fort Gibson choir performs at Capitol
http://muskogeephoenix.com/features/x1450995283/Fort-Gibson-choir-performs-at-Capitol
 
Tulsa World – Bond issue considered to fix Okla. State Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120324_298_0_OKLAHO314577
 
The Oklahoman – Law enforcement mixed on proposed open carry legislation
http://newsok.com/law-enforcement-mixed-on-proposed-open-carry-
legislation/article/3660549?custom_click=pod_lead_politics
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The Norman Transcript… Opinion – A missed opportunity
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1361426541/A-missed-opportunity
 
Enid News & Eagle – Commissioner speaks in Enid
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1437237816/Commissioner-speaks-in-Enid
 
The Oklahoman – Three-year bond issue could be option for Oklahoma state Capitol
renovations
http://newsok.com/three-year-bond-issue-could-be-option-for-oklahoma-state-capitol-
renovations/article/3660348
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Cameron completes journey to earth’s deepest point
http://newsok.com/cameron-completes-journey-to-earths-deepest-point/article/feed/363795
 
The Oklahoman – Claims Keystone XL pipeline will destroy Oklahoma historical sites is
disputed
http://newsok.com/claims-keystone-xl-pipeline-will-destroy-oklahoma-historical-sites-is-
disputed/article/3660906
 
The Oklahoman – Half of deployed Oklahoma National Guard soldiers are now home
http://newsok.com/half-of-deployed-oklahoma-national-guard-soldiers-are-now-
home/article/3660803
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing gushing from oil storage business
http://newsok.com/cushing-gushing-from-oil-storage-business/article/3660500?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing, OK stores more than $4.1 billion in oil
http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Nation business news briefs
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Legislative battles best fought without one side having publicly
financed edge
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-
financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Some playing politics with GOP leaders’ handling of Obama’s
visit to Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Little new ground broken during Obama’s visit to Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – ScissorTales: Oklahoma state auditor’s wish will have to wait
for another time
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-
time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare on trial
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-on-trial/article/feed/363970
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Santorum blasts New York Times reporter
http://newsok.com/video-santorum-blasts-new-york-times-reporter/article/feed/363960
 
The Oklahoman – Louisiana not a game-changer
http://newsok.com/lousiana-not-a-game-changer/article/feed/363833
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan open to being Romeny’s VP
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-open-to-being-romneys-vp/article/feed/363866
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare doesn’t ‘force’ people to buy anything
http://newsok.com/obamacare-doesnt-force-people-to-buy-anything/article/feed/363868
 
The Oklahoman – Washington Notes
http://newsok.com/washington-notes/article/3660641
 
 
Tulsa World – Soldiers of Oklahoma’s 45th infantry get standing ovation on return home
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s AG Pruitt contends federal government power at stake as health
care hearings begin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Oklaho625471
 
Tulsa World – Referrals of suspected welfare fraud in Oklahoma rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Thenum288250
 
Tulsa World – State teacher evaluation plan gets B- in 2011, up from D- in 2009
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120326_19_A1_Olhmsa774785
 
Tulsa World – High court takes up fight over Obama health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120326_13_0_WASHIN650437
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Sour apples
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120326_61_A7_Thewar711872
 
Tulsa World – Small signs show improving economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120325_46_E3_CUTLIN522126
 
Tulsa World – Obama: North Korean rocket test would isolate regime
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_0_SEOULS890519
 
Tulsa World – Potential mayoral candidates emerge to take on Bartlett
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120325_11_A1_CUTLIN225065
 
Tulsa World – State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A1_Anunex932931
 
Tulsa World - Attorney general revises ‘personhood’ petition wording
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_OKLAHO116835
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report Notebook: New law signed on short week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_bNewla632767
 
The Journal Record – State officials working to raise fire district classifications
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/state-officials-working-to-raise-classifications-finance/
 
The Journal Record – AMR threatens to ask court’s permission to end union contracts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/amr-threatens-to-ask-court%e2%80%99s-permission-
to-end-union-contracts-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – W&W starts portal for home sales
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/ww-starts-portal-for-home-sales-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Western Okla. wind energy project dedicated
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/utility-dedicates-new-wind-power-project-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Psychologists push for electronic records legislation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/psychologists-push-for-electronic-records-legislation-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – GOP’s claims about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/gop%e2%80%99s-claims-about-obama-puzzle-
environmentalists-energy/
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:52:00 AM

Thanks.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
http://www.newson6.com/story/17113110/stemples-family-appeals-to-oklahoma-governor-to-
delay-his-execution
 
FYI, info from Channel 6 in Tulsa.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:32 AM
Subject: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Okla. legislative leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange, hope health
care law is rejected
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/fa44b3dafce34624a7cb468436c4caf9/OK-XGR--
Insurance-Exchange-Shelved/
 
KWTV Channel 9 Expansion projects approved for Creek, Kilpatrick Turnpikes
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http://www.news9.com/story/17115695/expansion-projects-approved-for-creek-kilpatrick-
turnpikes
 
Associated Press – Plan to slash Oklahoma’s income tax laid over in Senate after concerns
raised about analysis
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/ae797b7ecce0433da96d837a5a83127e/OK-XGR--
Income-Tax-Plan/
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://www.newson6.com/story/17117040/oklahoma-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-
exchange
 
The Journal Record – Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-truth-
opinion/
 
The Oklahoman – Tax – cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Group questions Oklahoma’s state spending practices
http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-practices/article/3655957
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Creek Turnpike to be widened
http://www.ktul.com/story/17116535/creek-turnpike-to-be-widened
 
The Oklahoman – Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-to-state-
of-oklahoma/article/3655868
 
Enid News and Eagle – Woodring runway extension gets $2.5 million boost
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284932042/Woodring-runway-extension-gets-2-5-million-
boost
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County’s newest district judge sworn in
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
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Tulsa World – 400 Guard members to return next week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state
finance office
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-
finance-office/article/3655909
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state
employees
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-
state-employees/article/3655867
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard
improvements
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-
improvements/article/3655823
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma State University teams ready unmanned planes for competition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-
competition/article/3655846
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla
leader Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-
leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-
pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-
oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3655834
 
The Oklahoman – Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.’s Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-
national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569

36262

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-finance-office/article/3655909
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-finance-office/article/3655909
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-state-employees/article/3655867
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-state-employees/article/3655867
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-improvements/article/3655823
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-improvements/article/3655823
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-competition/article/3655846
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-competition/article/3655846
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3655834
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569


 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856
 
The Oklahoman – Romney showing in Virginia encourages Obama
http://newsok.com/romney-showing-in-virginia-encourages-obama/article/feed/357350
 
Tulsa World – AMR asks for extension to file reorganization plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa airport projects totally more than $20 million closed out by board; costs
covers three construction jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
 
Tulsa World – Romney heads South into evangelical states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – House passes bipartisan bill to help startups
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
 
Tulsa World – Outside the Beltway
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
 
Tulsa World – Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
 
The Journal Record – Tax credits the talk of Capitol
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa to change water treatment chemical
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training
exercise

36263

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856
http://newsok.com/romney-showing-in-virginia-encourages-obama/article/feed/357350
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-news/


http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-preparedness-
training-exercise-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okla-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-exchange-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma medic group turns to public for support
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/oklahoma-medic-group-turns-to-public-for-support-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Natural gas prices drop sharply on bulging supply
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/natural-gas-prices-drop-sharply-on-bulging-supply-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon pegs spending at $185B over next 5 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/exxon-pegs-spending-at-185b-over-next-5-years-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – EPA, Wyo., tribes agree to more groundwater tests
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/epa-wyo-tribes-agree-to-more-groundwater-tests-
energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-from-

devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Stock futures edge higher on February job gains 

http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-

gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB

 

Economy adds 227K jobs, jobless rate unchanged

http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-unchanged/article/feed/357583

 

More mental health beds needed in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
 

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Tulsa sees sales-tax revenue increase for seventh-straight month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120309_11_A13_Tulsas475540
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Tulsa City Council notebook: Changes to council districts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120309_11_A5_bChang866058

 

House passes bipartisan bill to help startups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Troops to come home
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-troops-

to-arrive-home

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:45:00 AM

http://www.newson6.com/story/17113110/stemples-family-appeals-to-oklahoma-governor-to-
delay-his-execution
 
FYI, info from Channel 6 in Tulsa.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:32 AM
Subject: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Okla. legislative leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange, hope health
care law is rejected
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/fa44b3dafce34624a7cb468436c4caf9/OK-XGR--
Insurance-Exchange-Shelved/
 
KWTV Channel 9 Expansion projects approved for Creek, Kilpatrick Turnpikes
http://www.news9.com/story/17115695/expansion-projects-approved-for-creek-kilpatrick-
turnpikes
 
Associated Press – Plan to slash Oklahoma’s income tax laid over in Senate after concerns
raised about analysis
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/ae797b7ecce0433da96d837a5a83127e/OK-XGR--
Income-Tax-Plan/
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://www.newson6.com/story/17117040/oklahoma-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-
exchange
 
The Journal Record – Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-truth-
opinion/
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The Oklahoman – Tax – cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Group questions Oklahoma’s state spending practices
http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-practices/article/3655957
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Creek Turnpike to be widened
http://www.ktul.com/story/17116535/creek-turnpike-to-be-widened
 
The Oklahoman – Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-to-state-
of-oklahoma/article/3655868
 
Enid News and Eagle – Woodring runway extension gets $2.5 million boost
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284932042/Woodring-runway-extension-gets-2-5-million-
boost
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County’s newest district judge sworn in
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
 
Tulsa World – 400 Guard members to return next week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state
finance office
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-
finance-office/article/3655909
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state
employees
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-
state-employees/article/3655867
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard
improvements
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-
improvements/article/3655823
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma State University teams ready unmanned planes for competition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-
competition/article/3655846
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla
leader Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-
leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-
pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-
oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3655834
 
The Oklahoman – Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.’s Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-
national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856
 
The Oklahoman – Romney showing in Virginia encourages Obama
http://newsok.com/romney-showing-in-virginia-encourages-obama/article/feed/357350
 
Tulsa World – AMR asks for extension to file reorganization plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa airport projects totally more than $20 million closed out by board; costs
covers three construction jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
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Tulsa World – Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
 
Tulsa World – Romney heads South into evangelical states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – House passes bipartisan bill to help startups
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
 
Tulsa World – Outside the Beltway
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
 
Tulsa World – Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
 
The Journal Record – Tax credits the talk of Capitol
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa to change water treatment chemical
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training
exercise
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-preparedness-
training-exercise-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okla-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-exchange-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma medic group turns to public for support
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/oklahoma-medic-group-turns-to-public-for-support-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Natural gas prices drop sharply on bulging supply
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/natural-gas-prices-drop-sharply-on-bulging-supply-
energy/
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The Journal Record – Exxon pegs spending at $185B over next 5 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/exxon-pegs-spending-at-185b-over-next-5-years-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – EPA, Wyo., tribes agree to more groundwater tests
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/epa-wyo-tribes-agree-to-more-groundwater-tests-
energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-from-

devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Stock futures edge higher on February job gains 

http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-

gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB

 

Economy adds 227K jobs, jobless rate unchanged

http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-unchanged/article/feed/357583

 

More mental health beds needed in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
 

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Tulsa sees sales-tax revenue increase for seventh-straight month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120309_11_A13_Tulsas475540

 

Tulsa City Council notebook: Changes to council districts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120309_11_A5_bChang866058

 

House passes bipartisan bill to help startups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Troops to come home
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-troops-

to-arrive-home

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Re: 5/14 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, May 14, 2012 7:05:32 PM

Thanks! I actually reviewed it today and made some notes / suggestions. Jay will be
at the energy conference and will bring them up. He had some thoughts too. Thank
you!

On May 14, 2012, at 17:57, "Marie Sanderson" <  wrote:

Hey- just begin reviewing the energy report when you have time.  (attached).  We’ll
have healthcare out in the coming weeks. 
 
Good luck with session!  Hang in there…
 
Mts  
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, May 14, 2012 12:01 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RE: 5/14 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Hi Marie,  sorry we’ve not been able to participate the last couple calls.  Let us know if
there are any action items you need from us.
 
Only 11 days until the end of session!
 
Andrew
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, May 13, 2012 8:40 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
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Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann,
Lanier (McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 5/14 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 5/14 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->a)     <!--[endif]-->RGPPC Events: 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend

this symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to

attend this symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers

to attend this retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to

attend this symposium.
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->b)     <!--[endif]-->Legislative Accomplishments- See
Iowa 2012 accomplishments at the end of this email
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->c)      <!--[endif]-->IN Staff Change:  Welcome Jordan
Wicker, Good luck Griffin Foster

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->d)     <!--[endif]-->Subcommittee updates: 

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]-->Energy and Environment:

Report attached and your review requested. Staff will review in
Charlotte.      

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Healthcare: Steering
committee is finalizing the mark-up of draft one. Draft two to be
sent to all states this week.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.       <!--[endif]-->Education/Workforce:. A
first draft of education principles created by the steering
committee is attached. Note is slightly updated from the draft
forward to Action Officers last Sunday night.  Marie and Lindsay
will set up conference calls with individuals states who are
interested in weighing into the first draft of the report. These
principles will guide the report making process. Edits are
welcomed.  Special thanks to GA and TN for their work on this
draft.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.       <!--[endif]-->Jobs/Econ
Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by
the committee.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.       <!--[endif]-->Federalism: reaching out
to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming weeks

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6.       <!--[endif]--
>Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and
tax reform. Info to be available this week for download at
rgppc.com

 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->e)       <!--[endif]-->Please Complete Surveys
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.        <!--[endif]-->PPACA and
healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House
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report indicating that some R states, which are moving
forward with some form of a healthcare exchange, are
endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data
collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Energy and
Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.       <!--[endif]--> Staff contacts; 
RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information. We
are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various
issue sets in each office.  Survey requests contact
information for staff or agency head.
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
                FYI:  VA Proclamation for Curves Gym, see attached
                MEMBERS Corner:  Update on online hotel tax issue, see background
attached. If you’d like more information, please let marie know.
 
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
IOWA Legislative Accomplishments
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Governor Terry E. Branstad « Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, May 09, 2012
CONTACT: Governor’s Office 515-725-3518
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Governor Branstad’s statement on close of
the 2012 legislative session

 
(DES MOINES) – Gov. Branstad today released the following statement following the
close of the 2012 legislative session:
 

In January, the lieutenant governor and I brought forward a bold agenda
focused on the dual goals of job creation and transformational education
reform.  I want to thank the General Assembly for considering our priorities and
for adopting a significant number of them to help move our state forward. [See
list below.]
 
Legislation passed by this General Assembly will provide our Iowa Economic
Development Authority with additional tools to help meet our administration’s
ambitious goal to create 200,000 new jobs.  We have made significant progress
on that goal during this first year and a half and the High Quality Jobs Incentive
Fund and Employee Stock Option Plan legislation will help accelerate those
efforts.
 
I am also pleased that this General Assembly took a first important step toward
our goal of transformational education reform.  While these initial steps may be
considered by some as small, our new early childhood literacy initiative, in
particular, will have lasting effects on the lives of thousands of Iowa children
and significantly improve their chances of future academic and career success. 
We also enhance teacher accountability by requiring annual reviews.
 
However, the 2012 session may be remembered as much for what failed to be
accomplished as for what actually was accomplished.  Despite the best efforts
of my office and a bipartisan majority in the Iowa House, the inability of Senate
Democrats to adopt serious property tax reform has put Iowa taxpayers in
jeopardy of seeing significant property tax increases in the coming year.
 
The Senate failed to support legislation based on the framework I believe was
agreed to as a roadmap to finding a compromise between my office, the House,
and the Senate.  They failed to pass a meaningful step forward in our goal to
make Iowa’s tax system more competitive or assist with our critically needed
job creation goals.
 
As a result, Iowa taxpayers face yet another year with property taxes that are
scheduled to grow nearly $2 billion over the next eight years.  This is absolutely
unacceptable and Iowa voters will have an opportunity to resolve this impasse
in November.
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Lt. Governor Reynolds and I are proud to work with all members of the Iowa
General Assembly and proud to serve our citizens each and every day.   We will
continue over the next seven and a half months of 2012 to travel the state,
promote our ambitious agenda, and work aggressively toward the achievement
of our four goals:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.      <!--[endif]-->200,000 new jobs for
Iowans;

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.      <!--[endif]-->25% increase in personal
incomes;

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.      <!--[endif]-->Reduce the cost of
government by 15%; and

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.      <!--[endif]-->Provide our children with
the nation’s finest education.

 
# # #

 
Governor Branstad / Lt. Governor Reynolds:  Legislative

Accomplishments
 
2012:
 
Economic Development and Jobs: two of the governor’s jobs priorities received
legislative approval this year and will provide our Iowa Economic Development
Authority (IEDA) with additional tools to help meet the governor’s ambitious job
creation goals:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->High Quality Jobs Incentive
Fund:  $15 million fund IEDA will use to package job growth deals
that will encourage new large employers to locate or expand in Iowa.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Employee Stock Option
Plans (ESOPs): this legislation requested by the governor will
encourage those Iowa businesses looking for new owners with
incentives to sell the business to their own employees.  This will keep
great jobs and careers in Iowa and give Iowa communities an
additional tool to promote local economic development.

Education Reform:  this year the Legislature took a small, but important, step toward
answering the call of the Branstad/Reynolds administration to provide transformational
education reform. This year’s effort includes enhanced annual teacher evaluations,
competency tests for applicants to teacher preparation programs, and a major new
early childhood literacy initiative that includes possible retention for those not reading

at grade level by the end of 3rd grade.
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Transparency: after languishing in the Legislature for years, Governor Branstad
spearheaded the passage of landmark transparency legislation to create a Public
Information Board (with true enforcement powers) that will significantly improve the
transparency of state and local government and ensure the enforcement of our open
records / open meetings laws.
 
Mental Health Redesign:  no longer will the quality of Iowans access to mental health
care services be dependent on where they live.  This governor-led initiative will
transform the delivery of mental health services across Iowa and ensure all Iowans
have access to a standard and consistent core of essential services.
 
Modernize Services for the Aging:  the Legislature adopted the Branstad/Reynolds
administration’s plan for a new regional service delivery model for our Area Agencies
on Aging.  This new model will significantly modernize and simplify the provision of
services for Iowa’s aging population.  
 
Higher Education Funding:  the governor requested, and the Legislature provided,
additional funding for our Regents institutions (at a level that should alleviate the need
for tuition increases beyond those already set), additional resources for our community
colleges (much of which will be used to support the critical role community colleges
play in developing a skilled workforce), and an additional $2 million for the state’s
tuition grant program (to help make private college opportunities affordable for more
Iowa students).
 
Budget Predictability and Stability:  the general fund budget adopted by the
Legislature is at the level requested by the governor in his initial budget.  This adopted
budget keeps ongoing spending lower than ongoing revenue and spends only 97% of
available revenue--well below the 99% limit as set in state law.  In addition, this budget
is estimated to result in full funding of our cash reserve fund, economic emergency
fund, the taxpayer trust fund, and with a healthy carryover balance to meet all of the
state’s cash flow needs.
 
2011:
 
Iowa Economic Development Authority:  totally redesigned the state economic
development service delivery model with the creation of the new Iowa Economic
Development Authority, the Iowa Innovation Council, and the Iowa Partnership for
Economic Progress.  With unemployment declining in Iowa in every month since this
new model was deployed, Iowans are already seeing the benefits of the
Branstad/Reynolds administration’s job creation efforts.
 
Complete Overhaul of the State Budget:  the $900 million inherited budget gap
wherein one-time revenue was used to fund 89 different ongoing state programs was
eliminated, a first step toward biennial budgeting was adopted and 86% of FY 13
expenses were approved a year early to provide enhanced predictability and stability
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for all those receiving and providing state services, the state fully funded its
commitment to local school districts and eliminated a $216 million shortfall that had
fallen onto the backs of property taxpayers, and the state’s reserve accounts are fully
funded.
 
 
 
Tim Albrecht
Communications Director, Governor Terry E. Branstad
515-725-3518 – IGOV Communications Department
Tim.Albrecht@Iowa.Gov
@TerryBranstad
@TimAlbrechtIA
 
 

<2012-05-11-RGPPC_E2_Report_Working_Draft_1.pdf>
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RE: 5/14 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, May 14, 2012 11:00:00 AM

Hi Marie,  sorry we’ve not been able to participate the last couple calls.  Let us know if there are any
action items you need from us.
 
Only 11 days until the end of session!
 
Andrew
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, May 13, 2012 8:40 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie  Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 5/14 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 5/14 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 
1-800-
Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events: 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
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Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Legislative Accomplishments- See Iowa 2012 accomplishments at the end of this

email
 

c)      IN Staff Change:  Welcome Jordan Wicker, Good luck Griffin Foster
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report attached and your review requested. Staff
will review in Charlotte.      

2.       Healthcare: Steering committee is finalizing the mark-up of draft one. Draft
two to be sent to all states this week.

3.       Education/Workforce:. A first draft of education principles created by the
steering committee is attached. Note is slightly updated from the draft
forward to Action Officers last Sunday night.  Marie and Lindsay will set up
conference calls with individuals states who are interested in weighing into
the first draft of the report. These principles will guide the report making
process. Edits are welcomed.  Special thanks to GA and TN for their work on
this draft.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

e)       Please Complete Surveys
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1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House

Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
                FYI:  VA Proclamation for Curves Gym, see attached
                MEMBERS Corner:  Update on online hotel tax issue, see background attached. If you’d
like more information, please let marie know.
 
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
IOWA Legislative Accomplishments
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Governor Terry E. Branstad « Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, May 09, 2012
CONTACT: Governor’s Office 515-725-3518
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Governor Branstad’s statement on close of the
2012 legislative session

 
(DES MOINES) – Gov. Branstad today released the following statement following the close of the
2012 legislative session:
 

In January, the lieutenant governor and I brought forward a bold agenda focused on the dual
goals of job creation and transformational education reform.  I want to thank the General
Assembly for considering our priorities and for adopting a significant number of them to help
move our state forward. [See list below.]
 
Legislation passed by this General Assembly will provide our Iowa Economic Development
Authority with additional tools to help meet our administration’s ambitious goal to create
200,000 new jobs.  We have made significant progress on that goal during this first year and
a half and the High Quality Jobs Incentive Fund and Employee Stock Option Plan legislation
will help accelerate those efforts.
 
I am also pleased that this General Assembly took a first important step toward our goal of
transformational education reform.  While these initial steps may be considered by some as
small, our new early childhood literacy initiative, in particular, will have lasting effects on the
lives of thousands of Iowa children and significantly improve their chances of future
academic and career success.  We also enhance teacher accountability by requiring annual
reviews.
 
However, the 2012 session may be remembered as much for what failed to be accomplished
as for what actually was accomplished.  Despite the best efforts of my office and a bipartisan
majority in the Iowa House, the inability of Senate Democrats to adopt serious property tax
reform has put Iowa taxpayers in jeopardy of seeing significant property tax increases in the
coming year.
 
The Senate failed to support legislation based on the framework I believe was agreed to as a
roadmap to finding a compromise between my office, the House, and the Senate.  They failed
to pass a meaningful step forward in our goal to make Iowa’s tax system more competitive or
assist with our critically needed job creation goals.
 
As a result, Iowa taxpayers face yet another year with property taxes that are scheduled to
grow nearly $2 billion over the next eight years.  This is absolutely unacceptable and Iowa
voters will have an opportunity to resolve this impasse in November.
 
Lt. Governor Reynolds and I are proud to work with all members of the Iowa General
Assembly and proud to serve our citizens each and every day.   We will continue over the next
seven and a half months of 2012 to travel the state, promote our ambitious agenda, and
work aggressively toward the achievement of our four goals:
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1.      200,000 new jobs for Iowans;
2.      25% increase in personal incomes;
3.      Reduce the cost of government by 15%; and
4.      Provide our children with the nation’s finest education.

 
# # #

 
Governor Branstad / Lt. Governor Reynolds:  Legislative Accomplishments

 
2012:
 
Economic Development and Jobs: two of the governor’s jobs priorities received legislative approval
this year and will provide our Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) with additional tools to
help meet the governor’s ambitious job creation goals:
 

·         High Quality Jobs Incentive Fund:  $15 million fund IEDA will use to package
job growth deals that will encourage new large employers to locate or expand in
Iowa.

·         Employee Stock Option Plans (ESOPs): this legislation requested by the
governor will encourage those Iowa businesses looking for new owners with
incentives to sell the business to their own employees.  This will keep great jobs
and careers in Iowa and give Iowa communities an additional tool to promote
local economic development.

Education Reform:  this year the Legislature took a small, but important, step toward answering the
call of the Branstad/Reynolds administration to provide transformational education reform. This
year’s effort includes enhanced annual teacher evaluations, competency tests for applicants to
teacher preparation programs, and a major new early childhood literacy initiative that includes

possible retention for those not reading at grade level by the end of 3rd grade.
 
Transparency: after languishing in the Legislature for years, Governor Branstad spearheaded the
passage of landmark transparency legislation to create a Public Information Board (with true
enforcement powers) that will significantly improve the transparency of state and local government
and ensure the enforcement of our open records / open meetings laws.
 
Mental Health Redesign:  no longer will the quality of Iowans access to mental health care services
be dependent on where they live.  This governor-led initiative will transform the delivery of mental
health services across Iowa and ensure all Iowans have access to a standard and consistent core of
essential services.
 
Modernize Services for the Aging:  the Legislature adopted the Branstad/Reynolds administration’s
plan for a new regional service delivery model for our Area Agencies on Aging.  This new model will
significantly modernize and simplify the provision of services for Iowa’s aging population.  
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Higher Education Funding:  the governor requested, and the Legislature provided, additional
funding for our Regents institutions (at a level that should alleviate the need for tuition increases
beyond those already set), additional resources for our community colleges (much of which will be
used to support the critical role community colleges play in developing a skilled workforce), and an
additional $2 million for the state’s tuition grant program (to help make private college
opportunities affordable for more Iowa students).
 
Budget Predictability and Stability:  the general fund budget adopted by the Legislature is at the
level requested by the governor in his initial budget.  This adopted budget keeps ongoing spending
lower than ongoing revenue and spends only 97% of available revenue--well below the 99% limit as
set in state law.  In addition, this budget is estimated to result in full funding of our cash reserve
fund, economic emergency fund, the taxpayer trust fund, and with a healthy carryover balance to
meet all of the state’s cash flow needs.
 
2011:
 
Iowa Economic Development Authority:  totally redesigned the state economic development
service delivery model with the creation of the new Iowa Economic Development Authority, the
Iowa Innovation Council, and the Iowa Partnership for Economic Progress.  With unemployment
declining in Iowa in every month since this new model was deployed, Iowans are already seeing the
benefits of the Branstad/Reynolds administration’s job creation efforts.
 
Complete Overhaul of the State Budget:  the $900 million inherited budget gap wherein one-time
revenue was used to fund 89 different ongoing state programs was eliminated, a first step toward
biennial budgeting was adopted and 86% of FY 13 expenses were approved a year early to provide
enhanced predictability and stability for all those receiving and providing state services, the state
fully funded its commitment to local school districts and eliminated a $216 million shortfall that
had fallen onto the backs of property taxpayers, and the state’s reserve accounts are fully funded.
 
 
 
Tim Albrecht
Communications Director, Governor Terry E. Branstad
515-725-3518 – IGOV Communications Department
Tim.Albrecht@Iowa.Gov
@TerryBranstad
@TimAlbrechtIA
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 5-12-11 Daily News Clips
Date: Thursday, May 12, 2011 8:59:00 AM

I noticed the same AP story was listed under different papers and TV stations.  You don’t need to list
AP stories from every news outlet that runs it.  Just put one “print” version from a newspaper and
then one “radio/TV” version from a radio or TV station Web site.
 
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2011 8:37 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Anna Banda; Barrett
Powers; Becky Woodie; Brett Thomas; Chris Bruehl; Chrissy Zercher; Cody Inman; Cooper Gmail; Craig
Perry; Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup; Derek Nettle; Evan Handy; Gabe Crawford; Glenn Coffee; GMF;
Hunter Ligon; Jana Staples; Jesse Mahan; Judy Copeland; Kaleb Bennett; Karen Schwartz; Katie
Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Lauren Tollison; Liz Wood; Madeline Mitchell; Maria Maule; Mary Christensen;
Matt Shandy; Michelle Waddell; Phyllis Hudecki; Preston Doerflinger; Rebecca Frazier; Rita Aragon; Scott
Mason; Tammie Wright; Tonda Fisher; Toni Davis; Wade Christensen; Weintz Gmail; Wendy Gregory
Subject: 5-12-11 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Lawmakers aim to adjourn session early
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20110512_16_A7_OLHMIY803776
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Always someone upset when budget is proposed
http://newsok.com/always-someone-upset-when-budget-is-proposed/article/3567007
 
Sapulpa Daily Herald – Cuts, cuts no ands, ifs or buts
http://sapulpaheraldonline.com/articles/2011/05/12/news/doc4dcac3b06614e034952912.txt
 
AP – Oklahoma leaders reach agreement on state budget
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9N58O4G0.htm
 
Tulsa World – Senate Democrats oppose budget agreement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20110512_16_A7_OLHMIY15086
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma Democrats blast budget agreement
http://www.newson6.com/story/14628305/oklahoma-democrats
 
AP – Oklahoma lawmakers play softball with budget
http://watchdog.org/9351/okla-lawmakers-play-softball-with-budget/
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa pop museum deserves a chance
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20110512_61_A14_Itmigh464437
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KOCO Channel 5 – Governor eyes bill to ease prison overcrowding
http://www.koco.com/politics/27850862/detail.html
 
McAlester News – Capital – Oklahoma Governor signs bill to ease prison overcrowding
http://mcalesternews.com/local/x123361353/Okla-gov-signs-bill-to-ease-prison-
overcrowding
 
Tulsa World – Governor Mary Fallin signs bill to ease prison crowding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20110512_16_A1_ULNSbl875358
 
KJRH Channel 2 – New law could reduce inmates in state prisons
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/new-law-could-reduce-inmates-in-state-prisons
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma Governor signs bill to ease prison crowding
http://www.newson6.com/story/14627163/governor-signs-bill
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor signs prison bill
http://newsok.com/governor-signs-prison-bill/article/3567083
 
The Journal Record – Governor signs bill to ease prison overcrowding
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/11/governor-signs-bill-to-ease-prison-overcrowding-
capitol/
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Governor signs bill to ease prison overcrowding
http://www.news9.com/story/14624590/governor-signs-bill-to-ease-prison-overcrowding
 
AP – Immigration bill targets criminals
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9N5I3480.htm
 
Bixby Bulletin – FFA students visit capitol, go to convention, earn awards
http://bixbybulletin.com/news/education/ffa-students-visit-capitol-go-to-convention-earn-
awards/article_db968734-7b29-11e0-bb53-001cc4c002e0.html
 
AP – Oklahoma Daybook
http://washingtonexaminer.com/entertainment/2011/05/oklahoma-daybook-2
 
The Oklahoman – Hospital funding bill heads to Oklahoma governor
http://newsok.com/hospital-funding-bill-heads-to-oklahoma-governor/article/3567045
 
AP – Oklahoma House approves fee on hospital revenue
http://www.cnbc.com/id/42996062
 
Tulsa World – House OK’s hospital assessment fee for Medicaid funding; measure now goes
to governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20110511_336_0_OKLAHO317682
 
The Oklahoman – Lankford wants to get past attacks on Medicare plan
http://newsok.com/lankford-wants-to-get-past-attacks-on-medicare-plan/article/3567036
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AP – Sequels to ObamaCare: ScottCare, ShumlinCare and more take stage
 http://www.californiahealthline.org/road-to-reform/2011/sequels-to-obamacare-scottcare-
shumlincare-and-more-take-stage.aspx
 
AP – Oklahoma House Bill 2131 shows to be a money saving GPS program
http://politics.gather.com/viewArticle.action?articleId=281474979317649
 
The Oklahoman – Aerospace summit lands in Tulsa next month
http://newsok.com/aerospace-summit-set-to-land-in-tulsa/article/3567136
 
Enid News & Eagle – Higher education gets 5.8 percent cut by Legislature
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x364973858/Higher-education-gets-5-8-percent-cut-by-
Legislature
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City – area college news
http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-college-news/article/3566972
 
KOKI Fox 23 – TPS faces $6.35M in state education funding cuts
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/TPS-Faces-6-35-Million-In-State-Education-
Funding/tO41b8naq0K1TF1ASPIIMw.cspx
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma state boards and commissions under scrutiny
http://www.newson6.com/story/14629557/oklahoma-state-boards-and-commissions-under-
scrutiny
 
KWTV Channel 9 – State boards and commissions under scrutiny
http://www.news9.com/story/14621997/tonight-at-10-who-are-state-board-members?
redirected=true
 
KTEN Channel 10 (Texas) – OK state cuts could affect local human & health services
http://www.kten.com/story/14629403/ok-state-cuts-could-affect-local-human-health-services
 
The Oklahoman – Abortion rights group plan rally at Oklahoma Capitol
http://newsok.com/abortion-rights-group-plan-rally-at-oklahoma-capitol/article/3567259
 
AP – Oklahoma governor signs bill restricting use of abortion pill in the state
http://www.greenfieldreporter.com/view/story/79a932f60f2c49db9d3fb32841957b90/OK-
XGR--Abortion-Drug-Restriction/
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Oklahoma Governor signs bill restricting abortion pill
http://www.news9.com/story/14630326/okla-gov-signs-bill-restricting-abortion-pill
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma art in public places gets the axe
http://www.newson6.com/story/14627772/oklahoma-art-in-public-places-get-the-axe
 
Tulsa Today… Blog – Is pension reform the crowning achievement of the 2011 Legislature?
http://www.tulsatoday.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2571:is-
pension-reform-the-crowning-achievement-of-the-2011-
legislature&catid=60:state&Itemid=108
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The Oklahoman – State Senate releases maps for proposed districts
http://newsok.com/senate-releases-maps-for-proposed-districts/article/3567156
 
The Oklahoman… Bolg – Oklahoma redistricting: interactive map of new Senate plan and
download the data
http://blog.newsok.com/datawatch/2011/05/11/oklahoma-redistricting-interactive-map-of-
new-senate-plan-and-download-the-data/
 
AP – Between the lines: no closer to deal in Colorado; maps final in Indiana, Oklahoma
http://www.rollcall.com/issues/56_121/Redistricting-Colorado-Indiana-Oklahoma-Maps-
205558-1.html?pos=opolh
 
Tulsa World – Judge says city can contract with private firm to collect sales taxes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20110512_11_A11_AnOkla620875&rss_lnk=11
 
Tulsa World – Inhofe views bin Laden death photos, calls for their release
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=505&articleid=20110512_16_A1_ULNSbS388493
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sees ‘grotesque’ pictures of bin Laden corpse
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sees-grotesque-pictures-of-bin-laden-
corpse/article/3567150
 
AP – Goldman Sachs viewed unfavorably by 54% in poll
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-05-12/goldman-sachs-viewed-unfavorably-by-54-in-
poll-showing-no-damage-to-firm.html
 
AP – Viewpoints: Republican senator challenging Norquist’s pledge over debt crisis
http://www.sacbee.com/2011/05/12/3620606/republican-senator-challenges.html
 
The Oklahoman - Louisiana senator suggests new energy policy; states produce their own
http://newsok.com/louisiana-senator-suggests-new-energy-policy-states-produce-their-
own/article/3567039
 
The Oklahoman – Pawnee mayor-elect denied Arizona pardon
http://newsok.com/pawnee-mayor-elect-denied-arizona-pardon/article/3566958
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Scott Mason
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 7:54:23 AM

I'm eating at cracker barrel. Leave me alone. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T Blackberry
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 07:53 AM
Subject: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips 
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Tulsa world
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Wall Street Journal
User: 
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Challenges ahead for new House speaker
http://newsok.com/challenges-ahead-for-new-house-speaker/article/3681229
 
KXII Channel 12 – Gov. Fallin signs DHS reform into law
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Gov_Fallin_signs_DHS_reform_into_law_156916685.html
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
 
The Norman Transcript – Registration changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1595586432/Registration-changes
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma ethics commission needs clear, consistent rulings
http://newsok.com/ethics-questions-panel-needs-clear-consistent-rulings/article/3681218
KOKH Fox 25 – AP Interview: Fallin says lobbyists doomed tax cut
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-
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KOTV Channel 6 – Unique holster for women designed in Oklahoma, featured on CBS show
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-
featured-on-cbs-show
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor Fallin dedicates Chapel at Camp Gruber
http://www.ktul.com/story/18687766/governor-fallin-dedicates-chapel-at-camp-gruber
 
Muskogee Phoenix – New chapel dedicated at Camp Gruber
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1561301540/New-chapel-dedicated-at-Camp-Gruber
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor touts victories from 2012 legislative session
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-
session/article/3680549
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: 49th is not OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
 
The Oklahoman – Dignitaries attend chapel dedication at Camp Gruber
http://newsok.com/dignitaries-attend-chapel-dedication-at-camp-gruber/article/3681044
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. approves fracking disclosure rules
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-approves-fracking-disclosure-rules/article/3679616
 
Tulsa World – The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor to continue push for income tax cut
http://newsok.com/fallin-will-continue-to-push-for-tax-cut/article/3680960
 
Fox 23 – Governor dedicates Thunderbird Chapel to Camp Gruber
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-
Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx
 
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma law will benefit rural patients
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-law-will-benefit-rural-patients/article/3680548
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: DHS reforms about to take effect
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760
 
Tulsa World – Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347
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Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s 45th Infantry Brigade welcomes new commander
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-45th-infantry-brigade-welcomes-new-
commander/article/3681191
 
The Oklahoman – Activist investor Carl Icahn returns to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/activist-investor-carl-icahn-returns-to-oklahoma/article/3681007?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Tulsa aviation company celebrates 40 years in business
http://newsok.com/tulsa-aviation-company-celebrates-40-years-in-business/article/3681009?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bureaucratic red tape on display in Shawnee
http://newsok.com/bureaucratic-red-tape-on-display-in-shawnee/article/3680558?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Environmental activists experiencing (natural) gas pains
http://newsok.com/environmental-activists-experiencing-natural-gas-pains/article/3680556?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: These Oklahoma schools make high grades
http://newsok.com/scissortales-these-oklahoma-schools-make-high-grades/article/3680520?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obama acknowledges need to change Obamacare
http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-obamacare/article/feed/389232
 
The Oklahoman – Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley
http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-
jolley/article/3680668
 
The Oklahoman – Public’s future access to child abuse information unclear
http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-unclear/article/3680615
 
The Oklahoman – Second House panel looking at DOL lockups flap
http://newsok.com/second-house-panel-looking-at-dol-lockups-flap/article/feed/389007
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007
 
Tulsa World – County staff, payroll decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995
 
Tulsa World – Stats refute EPA complaints
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=49&articleid=20120603_49_E3_CUTLIN544670
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: City councilors face tough task in crafting budget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995
 
Tulsa World – Plan to rate judges draws fire
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432
 
Tulsa World – Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

Tulsa World – Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914
 
Tulsa World – 2nd Dist Dem candidates differ on issues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295
 
Tulsa World – Political notebook
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299
Tulsa World – Assessor’s office, continuum – of – care nonprofits in tax dispute
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN745344
 
The Journal Record – Tate responds to uproar over firings
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-leaked-audio-
goes-viral-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-against-new-
law/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. consumer spending up .3 pct in April
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/u-s-consumer-spending-up-0-3-percent-in-april-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Gas prices are silver lining as economy weakens
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/gas-prices-are-silver-lining-as-economy-weakens-
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energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon Mobil considering Baytown expansion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/exxon-mobil-considering-baytown-expansion-energy/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

36294

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/gas-prices-are-silver-lining-as-economy-weakens-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/exxon-mobil-considering-baytown-expansion-energy/
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Scott Mason
Subject: RE: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 7:55:00 AM

That place is gross.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Scott Mason 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 7:54 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
 
I'm eating at cracker barrel. Leave me alone. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T Blackberry
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 07:53 AM
Subject: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: 
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Challenges ahead for new House speaker
http://newsok.com/challenges-ahead-for-new-house-speaker/article/3681229
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KXII Channel 12 – Gov. Fallin signs DHS reform into law
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Gov_Fallin_signs_DHS_reform_into_law_156916685.html
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
 
The Norman Transcript – Registration changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1595586432/Registration-changes
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma ethics commission needs clear, consistent rulings
http://newsok.com/ethics-questions-panel-needs-clear-consistent-rulings/article/3681218
KOKH Fox 25 – AP Interview: Fallin says lobbyists doomed tax cut
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-
www.okcfox.com.shtml
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Unique holster for women designed in Oklahoma, featured on CBS show
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-
featured-on-cbs-show
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor Fallin dedicates Chapel at Camp Gruber
http://www.ktul.com/story/18687766/governor-fallin-dedicates-chapel-at-camp-gruber
 
Muskogee Phoenix – New chapel dedicated at Camp Gruber
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1561301540/New-chapel-dedicated-at-Camp-Gruber
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor touts victories from 2012 legislative session
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-
session/article/3680549
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: 49th is not OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
 
The Oklahoman – Dignitaries attend chapel dedication at Camp Gruber
http://newsok.com/dignitaries-attend-chapel-dedication-at-camp-gruber/article/3681044
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. approves fracking disclosure rules
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-approves-fracking-disclosure-rules/article/3679616
 
Tulsa World – The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor to continue push for income tax cut
http://newsok.com/fallin-will-continue-to-push-for-tax-cut/article/3680960
 
Fox 23 – Governor dedicates Thunderbird Chapel to Camp Gruber
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-
Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx
 

36296

http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Gov_Fallin_signs_DHS_reform_into_law_156916685.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1595586432/Registration-changes
http://newsok.com/ethics-questions-panel-needs-clear-consistent-rulings/article/3681218
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-www.okcfox.com.shtml
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-www.okcfox.com.shtml
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-featured-on-cbs-show
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-featured-on-cbs-show
http://www.ktul.com/story/18687766/governor-fallin-dedicates-chapel-at-camp-gruber
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1561301540/New-chapel-dedicated-at-Camp-Gruber
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-session/article/3680549
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-session/article/3680549
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
http://newsok.com/dignitaries-attend-chapel-dedication-at-camp-gruber/article/3681044
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-approves-fracking-disclosure-rules/article/3679616
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
http://newsok.com/fallin-will-continue-to-push-for-tax-cut/article/3680960
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx


The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma law will benefit rural patients
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-law-will-benefit-rural-patients/article/3680548
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: DHS reforms about to take effect
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760
 
Tulsa World – Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s 45th Infantry Brigade welcomes new commander
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-45th-infantry-brigade-welcomes-new-
commander/article/3681191
 
The Oklahoman – Activist investor Carl Icahn returns to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/activist-investor-carl-icahn-returns-to-oklahoma/article/3681007?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Tulsa aviation company celebrates 40 years in business
http://newsok.com/tulsa-aviation-company-celebrates-40-years-in-business/article/3681009?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bureaucratic red tape on display in Shawnee
http://newsok.com/bureaucratic-red-tape-on-display-in-shawnee/article/3680558?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Environmental activists experiencing (natural) gas pains
http://newsok.com/environmental-activists-experiencing-natural-gas-pains/article/3680556?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: These Oklahoma schools make high grades
http://newsok.com/scissortales-these-oklahoma-schools-make-high-grades/article/3680520?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obama acknowledges need to change Obamacare
http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-obamacare/article/feed/389232
 
The Oklahoman – Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley
http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-
jolley/article/3680668
 
The Oklahoman – Public’s future access to child abuse information unclear
http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-unclear/article/3680615
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The Oklahoman – Second House panel looking at DOL lockups flap
http://newsok.com/second-house-panel-looking-at-dol-lockups-flap/article/feed/389007
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007
 
Tulsa World – County staff, payroll decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995
 
Tulsa World – Stats refute EPA complaints
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120603_49_E3_CUTLIN544670
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: City councilors face tough task in crafting budget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995
 
Tulsa World – Plan to rate judges draws fire
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432
 
Tulsa World – Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

Tulsa World – Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914
 
Tulsa World – 2nd Dist Dem candidates differ on issues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295
 
Tulsa World – Political notebook
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299
Tulsa World – Assessor’s office, continuum – of – care nonprofits in tax dispute
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN745344
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The Journal Record – Tate responds to uproar over firings
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-leaked-audio-
goes-viral-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-against-new-
law/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. consumer spending up .3 pct in April
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/u-s-consumer-spending-up-0-3-percent-in-april-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Gas prices are silver lining as economy weakens
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/gas-prices-are-silver-lining-as-economy-weakens-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon Mobil considering Baytown expansion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/exxon-mobil-considering-baytown-expansion-energy/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Scott Mason
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 8:03:47 AM

Oh yeah? Well, tell that to my waitress, Summer Teeth, and see what she thinks of that comment. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T Blackberry
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 07:55 AM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: RE: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips 
 
That place is gross.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Scott Mason 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 7:54 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
 
I'm eating at cracker barrel. Leave me alone. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T Blackberry
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 07:53 AM
Subject: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: 
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 
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Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Challenges ahead for new House speaker
http://newsok.com/challenges-ahead-for-new-house-speaker/article/3681229
 
KXII Channel 12 – Gov. Fallin signs DHS reform into law
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Gov_Fallin_signs_DHS_reform_into_law_156916685.html
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
 
The Norman Transcript – Registration changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1595586432/Registration-changes
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma ethics commission needs clear, consistent rulings
http://newsok.com/ethics-questions-panel-needs-clear-consistent-rulings/article/3681218
KOKH Fox 25 – AP Interview: Fallin says lobbyists doomed tax cut
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-
www.okcfox.com.shtml
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Unique holster for women designed in Oklahoma, featured on CBS show
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-
featured-on-cbs-show
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor Fallin dedicates Chapel at Camp Gruber
http://www.ktul.com/story/18687766/governor-fallin-dedicates-chapel-at-camp-gruber
 
Muskogee Phoenix – New chapel dedicated at Camp Gruber
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1561301540/New-chapel-dedicated-at-Camp-Gruber
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor touts victories from 2012 legislative session
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-
session/article/3680549
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: 49th is not OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
 
The Oklahoman – Dignitaries attend chapel dedication at Camp Gruber
http://newsok.com/dignitaries-attend-chapel-dedication-at-camp-gruber/article/3681044
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. approves fracking disclosure rules
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-approves-fracking-disclosure-rules/article/3679616
 
Tulsa World – The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor to continue push for income tax cut
http://newsok.com/fallin-will-continue-to-push-for-tax-cut/article/3680960
 
Fox 23 – Governor dedicates Thunderbird Chapel to Camp Gruber
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-
Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx
 
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma law will benefit rural patients
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-law-will-benefit-rural-patients/article/3680548
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: DHS reforms about to take effect
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760
 
Tulsa World – Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s 45th Infantry Brigade welcomes new commander
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-45th-infantry-brigade-welcomes-new-
commander/article/3681191
 
The Oklahoman – Activist investor Carl Icahn returns to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/activist-investor-carl-icahn-returns-to-oklahoma/article/3681007?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Tulsa aviation company celebrates 40 years in business
http://newsok.com/tulsa-aviation-company-celebrates-40-years-in-business/article/3681009?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bureaucratic red tape on display in Shawnee
http://newsok.com/bureaucratic-red-tape-on-display-in-shawnee/article/3680558?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Environmental activists experiencing (natural) gas pains
http://newsok.com/environmental-activists-experiencing-natural-gas-pains/article/3680556?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: These Oklahoma schools make high grades
http://newsok.com/scissortales-these-oklahoma-schools-make-high-grades/article/3680520?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obama acknowledges need to change Obamacare
http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-obamacare/article/feed/389232
 
The Oklahoman – Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley
http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-
jolley/article/3680668
 
The Oklahoman – Public’s future access to child abuse information unclear
http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-unclear/article/3680615
 
The Oklahoman – Second House panel looking at DOL lockups flap
http://newsok.com/second-house-panel-looking-at-dol-lockups-flap/article/feed/389007
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007
 
Tulsa World – County staff, payroll decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995
 
Tulsa World – Stats refute EPA complaints
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120603_49_E3_CUTLIN544670
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: City councilors face tough task in crafting budget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995
 
Tulsa World – Plan to rate judges draws fire
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432
 
Tulsa World – Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

Tulsa World – Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914
 
Tulsa World – 2nd Dist Dem candidates differ on issues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295
 
Tulsa World – Political notebook
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299
Tulsa World – Assessor’s office, continuum – of – care nonprofits in tax dispute
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN745344
 
The Journal Record – Tate responds to uproar over firings
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-leaked-audio-
goes-viral-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-against-new-
law/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. consumer spending up .3 pct in April
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/u-s-consumer-spending-up-0-3-percent-in-april-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Gas prices are silver lining as economy weakens
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/gas-prices-are-silver-lining-as-economy-weakens-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon Mobil considering Baytown expansion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/exxon-mobil-considering-baytown-expansion-energy/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Scott Mason
Subject: RE: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 8:07:00 AM

DGAF
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Scott Mason 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 8:04 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
 
Oh yeah? Well, tell that to my waitress, Summer Teeth, and see what she thinks of that comment. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T Blackberry
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 07:55 AM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: RE: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips 
 
That place is gross.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Scott Mason 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 7:54 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips
 
I'm eating at cracker barrel. Leave me alone. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 
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via AT&T Blackberry
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 07:53 AM
Subject: 6/4/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:
Pass:

Tulsa world
User:

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Challenges ahead for new House speaker
http://newsok.com/challenges-ahead-for-new-house-speaker/article/3681229
 
KXII Channel 12 – Gov. Fallin signs DHS reform into law
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Gov_Fallin_signs_DHS_reform_into_law_156916685.html
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
 
The Norman Transcript – Registration changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1595586432/Registration-changes
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma ethics commission needs clear, consistent rulings
http://newsok.com/ethics-questions-panel-needs-clear-consistent-rulings/article/3681218
KOKH Fox 25 – AP Interview: Fallin says lobbyists doomed tax cut
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-
www.okcfox.com.shtml
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Unique holster for women designed in Oklahoma, featured on CBS show
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-
featured-on-cbs-show
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor Fallin dedicates Chapel at Camp Gruber
http://www.ktul.com/story/18687766/governor-fallin-dedicates-chapel-at-camp-gruber
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Muskogee Phoenix – New chapel dedicated at Camp Gruber
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1561301540/New-chapel-dedicated-at-Camp-Gruber
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor touts victories from 2012 legislative session
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-
session/article/3680549
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: 49th is not OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
 
The Oklahoman – Dignitaries attend chapel dedication at Camp Gruber
http://newsok.com/dignitaries-attend-chapel-dedication-at-camp-gruber/article/3681044
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. approves fracking disclosure rules
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-approves-fracking-disclosure-rules/article/3679616
 
Tulsa World – The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor to continue push for income tax cut
http://newsok.com/fallin-will-continue-to-push-for-tax-cut/article/3680960
 
Fox 23 – Governor dedicates Thunderbird Chapel to Camp Gruber
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-
Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx
 
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma law will benefit rural patients
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-law-will-benefit-rural-patients/article/3680548
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: DHS reforms about to take effect
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760
 
Tulsa World – Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s 45th Infantry Brigade welcomes new commander
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-45th-infantry-brigade-welcomes-new-
commander/article/3681191
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The Oklahoman – Activist investor Carl Icahn returns to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/activist-investor-carl-icahn-returns-to-oklahoma/article/3681007?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Tulsa aviation company celebrates 40 years in business
http://newsok.com/tulsa-aviation-company-celebrates-40-years-in-business/article/3681009?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bureaucratic red tape on display in Shawnee
http://newsok.com/bureaucratic-red-tape-on-display-in-shawnee/article/3680558?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Environmental activists experiencing (natural) gas pains
http://newsok.com/environmental-activists-experiencing-natural-gas-pains/article/3680556?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: These Oklahoma schools make high grades
http://newsok.com/scissortales-these-oklahoma-schools-make-high-grades/article/3680520?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obama acknowledges need to change Obamacare
http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-obamacare/article/feed/389232
 
The Oklahoman – Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley
http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-
jolley/article/3680668
 
The Oklahoman – Public’s future access to child abuse information unclear
http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-unclear/article/3680615
 
The Oklahoman – Second House panel looking at DOL lockups flap
http://newsok.com/second-house-panel-looking-at-dol-lockups-flap/article/feed/389007
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007
 
Tulsa World – County staff, payroll decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995
 
Tulsa World – Stats refute EPA complaints
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120603_49_E3_CUTLIN544670
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: City councilors face tough task in crafting budget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995
 
Tulsa World – Plan to rate judges draws fire
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432
 
Tulsa World – Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

Tulsa World – Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914
 
Tulsa World – 2nd Dist Dem candidates differ on issues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295
 
Tulsa World – Political notebook
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299
Tulsa World – Assessor’s office, continuum – of – care nonprofits in tax dispute
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN745344
 
The Journal Record – Tate responds to uproar over firings
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-leaked-audio-
goes-viral-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-against-new-
law/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. consumer spending up .3 pct in April
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/u-s-consumer-spending-up-0-3-percent-in-april-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Gas prices are silver lining as economy weakens
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/gas-prices-are-silver-lining-as-economy-weakens-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon Mobil considering Baytown expansion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/exxon-mobil-considering-baytown-expansion-energy/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips
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Can u send me text of the article, belgian aerospace company lands in stillwater 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 08:01 AM
Subject: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips 
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Journal record
User:  
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Tulsa world
User: 
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Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Benefit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120710_61_A13_SomeOk451164
 
PR Web (Sioux City, Iowa) – Radius Steel Fabrication – SOO Tractor attends GPS
http://www.equities.com/news/headline-story?dt=2012-07-10&val=253900&cat=energy
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Aerospace Company to bring hundreds of jobs to Stillwater
http://www.news9.com/story/18980527/aerospace-company-to-bring-hundreds-of-jobs-to-
stillwater
 
North Escambia online news paper (Florida) – Rick Scott, Pensacola Mayor on European
trade mission
http://www.northescambia.com/2012/07/rick-scott-pensacola-mayor-on-european-trade-
mission
 
Lawn & Landscape (online magazine) – Oklahoma recognizes irrigation
http://www.lawnandlandscape.com/ll-oklahoma-irrigation-month.aspx
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Fallin welcomes ASCO incorporated to Stillwater
http://www.ktul.com/story/18983168/asco-incorporated-to-come-to-stillwater
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Associated Press – Aerospace company to open plant in Stillwater
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-07-09/aerospace-company-to-open-plant-in-
stillwater
 
Tulsa World (Cartoon) – Tough decision?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
articleid=20120710_63_A13_BRUCEP519701
 
Tulsa World – Belgium aerospace company lands in Stillwater
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_11_A1_CUTLIN838064
 
Tulsa World – State investment helps reduce bridge deficiencies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_11_A1_CUTLIN571142
 
Tulsa World – Drone industry potential for state bit, report says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A9_Olhmed919148
 
The journal Record – Landing in Stillwater: Belgian aerospace company buys building for
parts plant
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/landing-in-stillwater-belgian-aerospace-company-buys-
building-for-parts-plant-aerospace/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Former auditor sentenced to 12 years in prison
http://newsok.com/former-auditor-sentenced-to-12-years-in-prison/article/3691098
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater electronics firm wins award for space station technology
http://newsok.com/stillwater-electronics-firm-wins-award-for-space-station-
technology/article/3691110?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Govt agency proposes simpler mortgage forms
http://newsok.com/govt-agency-proposes-simpler-mortgage-forms/article/3691163?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of some tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-some-tax-cuts/article/3691131?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare a minefield for workers in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – War on women is hardly a GOP exercise
http://newsok.com/war-on-women-is-hardly-a-gop-exercise/article/3691057?
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custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma school district officials should move forward
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-forward/article/3690229?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Vote results match spending in Oklahoma County primary
http://newsok.com/vote-results-match-spending-in-oklahoma-county-
primary/article/3691152
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS cash payment options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-cash-payment-options/article/3691106
 
The Oklahoman – Federal law limits welfare debit card use at casinos, strip clubs
http://newsok.com/federal-law-limits-welfare-debit-card-use-at-casinos-strip-
clubs/article/3691105
 
Tulsa World – Report: Middle-class Oklahomans could receive $3.5 billion in subsidies
under Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A1_Middle484957
 
Tulsa World – Goldman’s Hawker Beechraft accepts $1.79 billion Chinese offer
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN290004
 
Tulsa World – United reportedly will buy 100 Boeing 737s
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN523792
 
Tulsa World – Regulators OK $4.3 million OG&E settlement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_OKLAHO826821
 
Tulsa World – EPA moving to eliminate ‘real gas’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_Gasoli526698
 
Tulsa World – AMR reports industry – leading grown for seat-mile revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_45_E2_ARCrha985626
 
Tulsa World – NTSB: Trains in head-on crash weren’t speeding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A12_OKLAHO185282
 
Tulsa World – OU students help ODOT get bridges repaired across the state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A4_CUTLIN102329
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Tulsa World – Assessor appeals cancellation of care facilities’ taxes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A5_CUTLIN461030
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission OKs rate case settlement
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-oks-rate-case-settlement-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission keeps field inspectors busy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-keeps-field-inspectors-busy-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Faught, Mullin spar over health care attack ad
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/faught-mullin-spar-over-health-care-attack-ad-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – OKC school district to begin online classes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/okc-school-district-to-begin-online-classes-general-
news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 8:46:00 AM

STILLWATER - A Belgium-based aerospace company has purchased a Stillwater manufacturing
facility and expects to hire approximately 600 employees and invest about $100 million by 2015.
 
ASCO Industries, a privately owned designer and manufacturer of aerospace components, made the
announcement Monday at a news conference at the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce. The
company purchased the former Mercury Marine plant in Stillwater and plans to hire 250 employees
and invest $60 million upgrading the facility by spring 2014.
 
The company expects to invest another $30 million to $40 million by 2015 and add about 350
additional jobs. ASCO believes the average salary will be about $45,000. The company will hire
engineering and assembly employees and computer numerical control machinists. The company
expects most of the jobs will be filled by Oklahomans.
 
Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb joined representatives from the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce at the news
conference.
 
"This announcement was not by accident," Lamb said. "The local leadership was very aggressive in
pursuing ASCO and making sure that they would land right here in Stillwater, Oklahoma."
 
The lieutenant governor said the move will have a large impact on the state's booming aerospace
industry.
 
"Aerospace in Oklahoma has an over $12 billion economic impact, with exports of $4.4 billion to
170 countries," he said. "What is good for Stillwater is good for our entire state."
 
The company's goal is to begin hiring in September for 250 design and manufacturing positions.
 
The plant will house "machining, heat and surface treatment, and assembly operations for complex
machined parts made of titanium, steel and aluminum," according to a news release.
 
ASCO is still establishing a hiring process, and anyone interested in applying for a position at the
facility is encouraged to submit an application to the Oklahoma Employment Security
Commission.
 
ASCO expects to reach full production by spring of 2014. It will work with the Meridian
Technology Center in Stillwater to train employees through the school's product development and
machining program.
 
The company purchased the Mercruiser manufacturing facility at 3003 N. Perkins Road.
 
It was abandoned by Mercury Marine in December 2011. ASCO cited the standing structure as
contributing to its decision to move to the state.
 
Stillwater Mayor John Bartley said reusing the empty site will have a larger impact on the
community than an influx of jobs.
 
"It was an emotional and economic hit when Mercruiser left," Bartley said. "This not only fills that
void, but I think it catapults us forward because of what it can mean for the future."
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Gov. Mary Fallin made a joint announcement Monday on ASCO's purchase from an aerospace
trade show in London: "I am thrilled to welcome ASCO to the Oklahoma community. Oklahoma
has one of the strongest aerospace sectors in the U.S., and we are quickly becoming an
international destination for the industry."
 
With the move to Stillwater, ASCO will qualify for federal and state tax incentives. The company
said the tax credits contributed to its decision to come to Oklahoma.
 
At the federal level, the company will receive the New Market tax credit, a reward for creating
jobs in a low-income area, totaling 39 percent of its investment. If ASCO does invest the expected
$100 million in the area, it may be eligible for a tax credit of about $39 million, claimed over a
seven-year period.
 
At the state level, the company will enroll in Oklahoma's Quality Jobs and Investment program,
which gives a payroll tax rebate of up to 5 percent for creating new jobs in the state. The rebate,
which is good for up to 10 years, requires the company to hit certain salary and benefit goals for
each employee.
 
State Rep. Cory Williams, D-Stillwater, said tax incentives are sometimes necessary to attract
companies.
 
"You hate to offer them because it's less money that you can turn around and invest in your state
and your quality of life," Williams said. "On the other hand, if you don't, you're not going to be a
market player. You have to be able to compete with your competitors, and our competitors are
other states and even other countries."
 
ASCO has operations in several countries, including Germany and Belgium. The Stillwater facility
will be the company's first manufacturing plant in the United States, but the group also has a
design operation in Washington state.
 
Lamb said Oklahoma's ability to attract an international company speaks volumes about the state's
ability to compete on a global scale.
 
"I think this will attract other aerospace companies to Oklahoma," he said. "We welcome these
international companies expanding here, creating jobs in Oklahoma for Oklahomans."
 
 
Original Print Headline: Aerospace firm to move in
 
 
 
 
 
About ASCO
Headquarters: Zaventem, Belgium
 
Employees: 1,250
 
Incorporated: 1954
 
About ASCO: The private company integrates several steps of the supply chain process for aircraft
components. The company's work includes design, development, precision machining, processing
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and assembly of high-strength metallic aircraft components. It has subsidiaries in Germany and
Canada. It also has service offices in Brazil, France and the United States
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 8:45 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips
 
Can u send me text of the article, belgian aerospace company lands in stillwater 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 08:01 AM
Subject: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Benefit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120710_61_A13_SomeOk451164
 
PR Web (Sioux City, Iowa) – Radius Steel Fabrication – SOO Tractor attends GPS
http://www.equities.com/news/headline-story?dt=2012-07-10&val=253900&cat=energy
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Aerospace Company to bring hundreds of jobs to Stillwater
http://www.news9.com/story/18980527/aerospace-company-to-bring-hundreds-of-jobs-to-
stillwater
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North Escambia online news paper (Florida) – Rick Scott, Pensacola Mayor on European
trade mission
http://www.northescambia.com/2012/07/rick-scott-pensacola-mayor-on-european-trade-
mission
 
Lawn & Landscape (online magazine) – Oklahoma recognizes irrigation
http://www.lawnandlandscape.com/ll-oklahoma-irrigation-month.aspx
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Fallin welcomes ASCO incorporated to Stillwater
http://www.ktul.com/story/18983168/asco-incorporated-to-come-to-stillwater
 
Associated Press – Aerospace company to open plant in Stillwater
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-07-09/aerospace-company-to-open-plant-in-
stillwater
 
Tulsa World (Cartoon) – Tough decision?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
articleid=20120710_63_A13_BRUCEP519701
 
Tulsa World – Belgium aerospace company lands in Stillwater
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_11_A1_CUTLIN838064
 
Tulsa World – State investment helps reduce bridge deficiencies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_11_A1_CUTLIN571142
 
Tulsa World – Drone industry potential for state bit, report says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A9_Olhmed919148
 
The journal Record – Landing in Stillwater: Belgian aerospace company buys building for
parts plant
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/landing-in-stillwater-belgian-aerospace-company-buys-
building-for-parts-plant-aerospace/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Former auditor sentenced to 12 years in prison
http://newsok.com/former-auditor-sentenced-to-12-years-in-prison/article/3691098
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater electronics firm wins award for space station technology
http://newsok.com/stillwater-electronics-firm-wins-award-for-space-station-
technology/article/3691110?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Govt agency proposes simpler mortgage forms
http://newsok.com/govt-agency-proposes-simpler-mortgage-forms/article/3691163?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
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The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of some tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-some-tax-cuts/article/3691131?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare a minefield for workers in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – War on women is hardly a GOP exercise
http://newsok.com/war-on-women-is-hardly-a-gop-exercise/article/3691057?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma school district officials should move forward
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-forward/article/3690229?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Vote results match spending in Oklahoma County primary
http://newsok.com/vote-results-match-spending-in-oklahoma-county-
primary/article/3691152
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS cash payment options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-cash-payment-options/article/3691106
 
The Oklahoman – Federal law limits welfare debit card use at casinos, strip clubs
http://newsok.com/federal-law-limits-welfare-debit-card-use-at-casinos-strip-
clubs/article/3691105
 
Tulsa World – Report: Middle-class Oklahomans could receive $3.5 billion in subsidies
under Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A1_Middle484957
 
Tulsa World – Goldman’s Hawker Beechraft accepts $1.79 billion Chinese offer
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN290004
 
Tulsa World – United reportedly will buy 100 Boeing 737s
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN523792
 
Tulsa World – Regulators OK $4.3 million OG&E settlement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_OKLAHO826821
 
Tulsa World – EPA moving to eliminate ‘real gas’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_Gasoli526698
 
Tulsa World – AMR reports industry – leading grown for seat-mile revenue

36319

http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-some-tax-cuts/article/3691131?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-some-tax-cuts/article/3691131?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/war-on-women-is-hardly-a-gop-exercise/article/3691057?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/war-on-women-is-hardly-a-gop-exercise/article/3691057?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-forward/article/3690229?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-forward/article/3690229?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/vote-results-match-spending-in-oklahoma-county-primary/article/3691152
http://newsok.com/vote-results-match-spending-in-oklahoma-county-primary/article/3691152
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-cash-payment-options/article/3691106
http://newsok.com/federal-law-limits-welfare-debit-card-use-at-casinos-strip-clubs/article/3691105
http://newsok.com/federal-law-limits-welfare-debit-card-use-at-casinos-strip-clubs/article/3691105
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A1_Middle484957
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A1_Middle484957
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN290004
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN290004
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN523792
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN523792
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_OKLAHO826821
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_OKLAHO826821
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_Gasoli526698
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_Gasoli526698


http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_45_E2_ARCrha985626
 
Tulsa World – NTSB: Trains in head-on crash weren’t speeding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A12_OKLAHO185282
 
Tulsa World – OU students help ODOT get bridges repaired across the state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A4_CUTLIN102329
 
Tulsa World – Assessor appeals cancellation of care facilities’ taxes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A5_CUTLIN461030
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission OKs rate case settlement
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-oks-rate-case-settlement-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission keeps field inspectors busy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-keeps-field-inspectors-busy-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Faught, Mullin spar over health care attack ad
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/faught-mullin-spar-over-health-care-attack-ad-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – OKC school district to begin online classes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/okc-school-district-to-begin-online-classes-general-
news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 3:59:00 PM

No governor today… you don’t need the clips!
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 4:00 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
No interns today?  I never got the clips….
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:59 AM
Subject: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman

36321

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
mailto:Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-DHS-Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-DHS-Commission
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-commission-chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-commission-chairman


 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business

36322

http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-office/article/3691572
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-office/article/3691572
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-chairman/article/3691625
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-chairman/article/3691625
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-sale/article/3691652
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-sale/article/3691652
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-survey/article/3691622
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-survey/article/3691622
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-record/article/3691592
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-record/article/3691592
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?custom_click=pod_headline_business


 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/both-parties-block-quick-votes-on-obama-tax-plan-
finance/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-this-

fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249
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Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

 
 
The Journal Record

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-codes-

real-estate/

 

Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-energy/

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 4:00:00 PM

And apparently our interns get 2-3 weeks vacation for interning here…  
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 4:00 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
No interns today?  I never got the clips….
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:59 AM
Subject: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
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Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/both-parties-block-quick-votes-on-obama-tax-plan-
finance/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-this-

fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249
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Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

 
 
The Journal Record

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-codes-

real-estate/

 

Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-energy/

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Chase Almen
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:50:00 AM

Dude. I will cut the air out of the tires on your bike if you don’t
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:45 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
no
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Know your busy but I just scanned a couple docs can you send them to me. Thanks.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You would….
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
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more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
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Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
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The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

36335

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-downtown-park-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-downtown-park-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-vehicles-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-vehicles-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-business-summit-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-business-summit-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:49:00 AM

Lulz.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:51 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Cut the tires. Happy?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:49 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You can’t cut air….
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:50 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Dude. I will cut the air out of the tires on your bike if you don’t
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:45 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
no
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Know your busy but I just scanned a couple docs can you send them to me. Thanks.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You would….
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
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Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
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The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:48:00 AM

You can’t cut air….
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:50 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Dude. I will cut the air out of the tires on your bike if you don’t
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:45 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
no
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Know your busy but I just scanned a couple docs can you send them to me. Thanks.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You would….
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
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production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
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Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Chase Almen
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:46:00 AM

Know your busy but I just scanned a couple docs can you send them to me. Thanks.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You would….
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
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User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
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Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:44:00 AM

no
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Know your busy but I just scanned a couple docs can you send them to me. Thanks.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You would….
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
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vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
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http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Chase Almen
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15:00 AM

Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

36357

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=000172
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483


subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
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satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426


 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:13:00 AM

You would….
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 
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Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
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The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Chase Almen
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:51:00 AM

Cut the tires. Happy?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:49 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You can’t cut air….
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:50 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Dude. I will cut the air out of the tires on your bike if you don’t
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:45 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
no
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Know your busy but I just scanned a couple docs can you send them to me. Thanks.
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From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You would….
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Its cool dude. Im just gonna go to mcdonalds and eat some double cheeseburger and fries and some
more comfort food…
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

36366

mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
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says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
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From: Chase Almen
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:24:00 AM

Record time.. yes!
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:22 AM
Subject: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
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The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
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campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
 
Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com
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Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-maintain-

staffing-levels

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-wine-

fight

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: RE: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:28:00 AM

F an A
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Chase Almen 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:25 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
Record time.. yes!
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
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To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-

36379

http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-decision/article/3688412
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-decision/article/3688412
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-3675799.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-3675799.php
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-say/article/3689223


say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
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Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
 
Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
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The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238
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Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-maintain-

staffing-levels

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-wine-

fight

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:57:33 AM

She has no press events this AM right? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 2, 2012, at 7:55 AM, "Alex Gerszewski" <Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-
buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary
Fallin… Wayne Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court
decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free
Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-
sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-
slaying-3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-
test-site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-
slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts
say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping
hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-
farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-
flows/article/3689222?custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in
Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-
in-oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-
editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to
sway campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-
sway-campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-
oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County
employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-
questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-
laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for
filing complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-
filing-complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises
highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-
highway-bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation
continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on
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Indian Cultural Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
 
Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on
challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-
energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-
billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-
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low-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:58:00 AM

No. Senior staff at 10 a.m. though
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:58 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
 
She has no press events this AM right? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 2, 2012, at 7:55 AM, "Alex Gerszewski" <Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-
buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary
Fallin… Wayne Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court
decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free
Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-
sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-
slaying-3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-
test-site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-
slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts
say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping
hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-
farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-
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flows/article/3689222?custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in
Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-
in-oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-
editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to
sway campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-
sway-campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-
oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County
employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-
questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-
laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for
filing complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-
filing-complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises
highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-
highway-bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation
continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
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Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on
Indian Cultural Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
 
Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on
challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-
energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-
billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-
low-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 8:03:37 AM

Thx 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 07:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips 
 
No. Senior staff at 10 a.m. though
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:58 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
 
She has no press events this AM right? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 2, 2012, at 7:55 AM, "Alex Gerszewski" <Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
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KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-
buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary
Fallin… Wayne Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court
decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free
Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-
sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-
slaying-3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-
test-site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-
slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts
say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping
hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-
farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-
flows/article/3689222?custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in
Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-
in-oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-
editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to
sway campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-
sway-campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-
oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County
employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-
questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-
laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for
filing complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-
filing-complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises
highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-
highway-bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation
continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on
Indian Cultural Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
 
Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
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The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on
challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-
energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-
billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-
low-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:52:00 PM

You just wish you were as tight with me as he is
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
No, I refer to him as “Chase” because that’s his name.  I sometimes mention how afraid of him you
are….
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:57 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
No useless interns today. The one the only Chase (the tall one as you refer to him) will be in and
they will get done
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:38 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
Do we have interns today?  I don’t care when I get the press clips, but I don’t want them to blow
them off this week….
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 8:01 AM
Subject: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin declares drought emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/19149822/okla-gov-mary-fallin-declares-drought-emergency
 
NewsMax – Obamacare a tough sell in Oklahoma
 
http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obamacare-Oklahoma-carinsurance-
mandate/2012/07/30/id/446976
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin declares state of emergency for all 77
counties due to drought
 
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-
emergency-for-all-77-counties-due-to-drought
 
CNBC – Drought spurs ethanol push-back; World Bank watchful
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48406752
 
Shawnee News Star – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://www.news-star.com/news/x1814083357/Conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-
Republicans?zc_p=0
 
Tulsa World – Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712
 
Tulsa World – At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-
emergency/article/3696825
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Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern
plains
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-southern-
plains/article/3696978
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
The Oklahoman – Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoma to
appeals court post
http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-oklahoman-to-
appeals-court-post/article/3696782
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers hope back to college buying spurs big ticket purchases
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-
purchases/article/3696822?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern
urban planning
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-
modern-urban-planning/article/3696824?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas prices increases
http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve-outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: August not majestic, but month had a royal role to play
http://newsok.com/august-not-majestic-but-month-had-a-royal-role-to-play/article/3696027?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
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Tulsa World – Tulsans face possible water rationing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445
 
Tulsa World – State malpractice judgments at 10 year low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
 
Tulsa World – Romney garners Polish praise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_CUTLIN296007
 
Tulsa World – Boeing 787 engine spews debris
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120731_45_E2_CUTLIN950118
 
Tulsa World – AMR starts merger review process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Americ226382
 
Tulsa World – Bankrupt Solyndra files plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_49_E1_Solynd144838
 
Tulsa World – World, Oklahoma business travel up, US down slightly
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Global18463
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Cautionary tale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Coburn helping to advance deficit debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120730_61_A9_USSenT691279
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
 
Tulsa World – Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396
 
The Journal Record – Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-
values-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – AG reports Medicaid fraud cases
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
 
The Journal Record – No ruling yet on Continental Resources meeting
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuits blamed for demise of gas can maker Blitz
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
 
The Journal Record – OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
 
The Journal Record – State gets poor marks for disclosure
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Democratic reports blasts for – profit colleges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
 
The journal Record – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – State senator faces uphill marijuana battle
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:57:00 PM

No useless interns today. The one the only Chase (the tall one as you refer to him) will be in and
they will get done
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:38 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
Do we have interns today?  I don’t care when I get the press clips, but I don’t want them to blow
them off this week….
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 8:01 AM
Subject: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin declares drought emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/19149822/okla-gov-mary-fallin-declares-drought-emergency
 
NewsMax – Obamacare a tough sell in Oklahoma
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http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obamacare-Oklahoma-carinsurance-
mandate/2012/07/30/id/446976
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin declares state of emergency for all 77
counties due to drought
 
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-
emergency-for-all-77-counties-due-to-drought
 
CNBC – Drought spurs ethanol push-back; World Bank watchful
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48406752
 
Shawnee News Star – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://www.news-star.com/news/x1814083357/Conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-
Republicans?zc_p=0
 
Tulsa World – Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712
 
Tulsa World – At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-
emergency/article/3696825
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern
plains
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-southern-
plains/article/3696978
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
The Oklahoman – Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoma to
appeals court post
http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-oklahoman-to-
appeals-court-post/article/3696782
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers hope back to college buying spurs big ticket purchases
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-
purchases/article/3696822?custom_click=pod_lead_business
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The Oklahoman – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern
urban planning
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-
modern-urban-planning/article/3696824?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas prices increases
http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve-outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: August not majestic, but month had a royal role to play
http://newsok.com/august-not-majestic-but-month-had-a-royal-role-to-play/article/3696027?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans face possible water rationing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445
 
Tulsa World – State malpractice judgments at 10 year low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
 
Tulsa World – Romney garners Polish praise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_CUTLIN296007
 
Tulsa World – Boeing 787 engine spews debris
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120731_45_E2_CUTLIN950118
 
Tulsa World – AMR starts merger review process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Americ226382
 
Tulsa World – Bankrupt Solyndra files plan
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_49_E1_Solynd144838
 
Tulsa World – World, Oklahoma business travel up, US down slightly
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Global18463
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Cautionary tale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Coburn helping to advance deficit debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120730_61_A9_USSenT691279
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
 
Tulsa World – Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396
 
The Journal Record – Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-
values-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – AG reports Medicaid fraud cases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
 
The Journal Record – No ruling yet on Continental Resources meeting
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuits blamed for demise of gas can maker Blitz
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
 
The Journal Record – OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
 
The Journal Record – State gets poor marks for disclosure
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Democratic reports blasts for – profit colleges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
 
The journal Record – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – State senator faces uphill marijuana battle
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:54:00 PM

As long as you are mature enough to admit it…
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:54 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
Oh darn, you figured it out – You are so wise…  I am jealous of your relationship with everyone who
isn’t ME
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:52 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
You just wish you were as tight with me as he is
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
No, I refer to him as “Chase” because that’s his name.  I sometimes mention how afraid of him you
are….
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:57 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
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No useless interns today. The one the only Chase (the tall one as you refer to him) will be in and
they will get done
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:38 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
Do we have interns today?  I don’t care when I get the press clips, but I don’t want them to blow
them off this week….
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 8:01 AM
Subject: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin declares drought emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/19149822/okla-gov-mary-fallin-declares-drought-emergency
 
NewsMax – Obamacare a tough sell in Oklahoma
 
http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obamacare-Oklahoma-carinsurance-
mandate/2012/07/30/id/446976
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin declares state of emergency for all 77
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counties due to drought
 
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-
emergency-for-all-77-counties-due-to-drought
 
CNBC – Drought spurs ethanol push-back; World Bank watchful
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48406752
 
Shawnee News Star – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://www.news-star.com/news/x1814083357/Conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-
Republicans?zc_p=0
 
Tulsa World – Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712
 
Tulsa World – At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-
emergency/article/3696825
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern
plains
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-southern-
plains/article/3696978
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
The Oklahoman – Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoma to
appeals court post
http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-oklahoman-to-
appeals-court-post/article/3696782
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers hope back to college buying spurs big ticket purchases
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-
purchases/article/3696822?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern
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urban planning
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-
modern-urban-planning/article/3696824?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas prices increases
http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve-outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: August not majestic, but month had a royal role to play
http://newsok.com/august-not-majestic-but-month-had-a-royal-role-to-play/article/3696027?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans face possible water rationing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445
 
Tulsa World – State malpractice judgments at 10 year low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
 
Tulsa World – Romney garners Polish praise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_CUTLIN296007
 
Tulsa World – Boeing 787 engine spews debris
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120731_45_E2_CUTLIN950118
 
Tulsa World – AMR starts merger review process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Americ226382
 
Tulsa World – Bankrupt Solyndra files plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_49_E1_Solynd144838
 
Tulsa World – World, Oklahoma business travel up, US down slightly
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Global18463
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Cautionary tale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Coburn helping to advance deficit debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120730_61_A9_USSenT691279
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
 
Tulsa World – Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396
 
The Journal Record – Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-
values-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – AG reports Medicaid fraud cases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
 
The Journal Record – No ruling yet on Continental Resources meeting
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuits blamed for demise of gas can maker Blitz
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
 
The Journal Record – OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
 
The Journal Record – State gets poor marks for disclosure
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Democratic reports blasts for – profit colleges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
 
The journal Record – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-
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estate/
 
The Journal Record – State senator faces uphill marijuana battle
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: "maryfallin "
Subject: Re: 7/5/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 7:15:02 PM

Will do first thing tomorrow. Scott or michelle should have brought hard copies of all the clips to the
mansion. 
 
From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 04:06 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: Re: 7/5/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED) 
 
Can you just cut and paste tulsa world so I don't have to use the passwords to read
articles?

Mary Fallin
Sent from my iPad

On Jul 5, 2012, at 9:23 AM, Alex Gerszewski <Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Air show in England to draw state, industry officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A1_CUTLIN422594
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Is Oklahoma ready for Healthcare reform?
http://www.ktul.com/story/18906999/is-oklahoma-ready-for-healthcare-reform
 
Tulsa World – Lawmaker pushes Fallin to refuse to implement health – care law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120704_16_A4_CUTLIN775458
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1520 News Talk – Coburn asks governor not to implement Obamacare
http://www.kokcradio.com/localnews/channels/Story.aspx?ID=1732653
 
Capitol Beat OK – OK: Coburn joins GOP lawmakers pushing to stall health
exchanges
http://watchdog.org/24814/ok-coburn-joins-gop-lawmakers-pushing-to-stall-
health-exchanges/
 
The City Sentinel – 36 Hours: ObamaCare in Oklahoma
http://city-sentinel.com/?p=2757
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Payne County officials OK agreement with TransCanada
http://www.newson6.com/story/18942240/payne-county-officials-okay-
agreement-with-transcanada
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fallin’s office says no special session
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x2004678224/Fallin-s-office-says-no-special-
session
 
The Oklahoman – OKC metro-area briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-news-briefs/article/3689655
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin will take her time on Obamacare Medicaid
decision
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-will-take-her-time-obamacare-
medicaid-decis/nPmJK/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma teacher evaluation system to begin test year
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-teacher-evaluation-system-to-begin-test-
year/article/3689746
 
The Oklahoman – Iowa governor leaves hospital after choking on carrot
http://newsok.com/feed/iowa-governor-leaves-hospital-after-choking-on-
carrot/article/3689807?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Agritourism tour help Okla farms, wineries grow
http://newsok.com/agritourism-tour-helps-oklahoma-farms-wineries-
grow/article/3689764?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – On pension reform, Oklahoma cant rest on laurels
http://newsok.com/on-pension-reform-oklahoma-cant-rest-on-
laurels/article/3689636?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. James Lankford answers constituent questions about
health care
http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-answers-constituent-questions-about-
health-care/article/3689687
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The Oklahoman – Republican congressional candidates in Oklahoma spar over
campaign ad about health care
http://newsok.com/republican-congressional-candidates-in-oklahoma-spar-over-
campaign-ad-about-health-care/article/3689673
 
The Oklahoman – Many American Indians concerned about living next to power
plants
http://newsok.com/many-american-indians-concerned-about-living-next-to-
power-plants/article/3689810
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council votes to expand city landfill near
Baptist church
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-votes-to-expand-city-landfill-near-
baptist-church/article/3689665
 
The Oklahoman – Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance
noncompliance payment
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-
noncompliance-payment/article/3689677
 
The Oklahoman – Obama administration lawsuit could finally decide freedmen
issue, Cherokee Nation says
http://newsok.com/obama-administration-lawsuit-could-finally-decide-
freedmen-issue-cherokee-nation-says/article/3689660
 
The Oklahoman – Investigation finds missing ballots accounted for in OK HD 71
race
http://newsok.com/investigation-finds-missing-ballots-accounted-for-in-
oklahoma-hd-71-race/article/3689678
 
Tulsa World – 36th FreedomFest draws crowds to River Parks for $40,000
fireworks show
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_11_A1_ULNSie379033
 
Tulsa World – AP Survey: Next president faces high unemployment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=48&articleid=20120705_48_0_WASHIN807691
 
Tulsa World  - Storms – on – steroids ‘derechos’ not uncommon for Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120705_100_A13_Aftera441272
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Odd couple Inhofe, Boxer get transportation bill
approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_Dsiete234604
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State Capitol’s problems an embarrassment
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
 
Tulsa World – Obama thanks military families at White House Fourth of July
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
 
Tulsa World – Obama back on the bus
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
 
Tulsa World – Romney calls Obama health-care requirement a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN72239
 
Tulsa World – Henryetta city manager trying to cheat system, firefighter pension
officials allege
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma bankruptcies decline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/oklahoma-bankruptcies-decline-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Drilling boom boosts D&L Oil Tools
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/drilling-boom-boosts-dl-oil-tools-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Website aims to help royalty owners
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves construction of Chesapeake CNG
station
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-
chesapeake-cng-station-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Investors pay $2.57M for south Tulsa Sleep Inn, plot
renovations
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-
inn-plot-renovations-real-estate/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance

payment

http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-

noncompliance-payment/article/3689677#ixzz1zktvZ24G

 

Malware may knock thousands off Internet on Monday

http://newsok.com/malware-may-knock-thousands-off-internet-on-

monday/article/feed/400767#ixzz1zkp5tOrO

36419

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN72239
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN72239
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/oklahoma-bankruptcies-decline-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/drilling-boom-boosts-dl-oil-tools-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-chesapeake-cng-station-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-chesapeake-cng-station-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-inn-plot-renovations-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-inn-plot-renovations-real-estate/
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-noncompliance-payment/article/3689677#ixzz1zktvZ24G
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-noncompliance-payment/article/3689677#ixzz1zktvZ24G
http://newsok.com/malware-may-knock-thousands-off-internet-on-monday/article/feed/400767#ixzz1zkp5tOrO
http://newsok.com/malware-may-knock-thousands-off-internet-on-monday/article/feed/400767#ixzz1zkp5tOrO


 

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zkpZVqiY

 

 

 

Military base closures, mergers save less money than Pentagon projected

http://newsok.com/military-base-closures-mergers-save-less-money-than-

pentagon-projected/article/3689808#ixzz1zksFBGRp

 

New Oklahoma wind farm begins operation

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-wind-farm-begins-operation/article/3689652

 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Didn't send your kid to war? Couples say send money, instead

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A8_WASHIN461566

 

Good choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_TulsaB228436

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

US unemployment aid applications fall to lowest in 6 weeks, while companies

boost hiring

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Counterclaim filed in freedmen dispute
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47:00 AM

Ya, I’m on it.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <  Seth Levey  Dustin
Huffman <  Deborah Hohlt <  "Kinzel, Will"
<Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>, "Swann, Lanier (McConnell)"
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "White, Brandi (McConnell)"
<Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"
<lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 
1-800-
Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
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to come.
 

REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
b)      Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC

will be providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting.
PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President as discussed on the governors’
only call to be forwarded this week.  Please help us update your
state PPACA cost estimates on the attached document: 2012-05-05
Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay: 

 
c)      HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding

Opportunity Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –
FAQs for this Announcement: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are
applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final
phase of edits being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.      Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.      Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale

meeting.
4.      Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are

being prepared by the committee. Economic Development and
Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24

5.      Federalism: To resume late summer
6.      Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension

and tax reform.
 

e)      Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see
attachment)
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f)       Please Complete Surveys

 
1.      PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate

Finance and House Energy and Commerce to push back
on a White House report indicating that some R states,
which are moving forward with some form of a
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey
is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.      Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the
Speaker’s Office on the most burdensome regs and House
Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for
data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
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Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.
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 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday
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announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion
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would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor
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has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after
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Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement
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after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
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Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press
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conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also
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noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder
spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had

36434

http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/20120628scotusrulingstatement.htm
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2012/jun/28/gov-beshear-prepares-implement-health-reforms-kent/
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=Gov+News&id=403449&v=article2011
http://www.sunjournal.com/news/nation/2012/06/29/court-ruling-leaves-deep-mainecare-cuts-question/1217140
http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/article/20120701/NEWS01/307010020/Michigan-medicaid-expansion-uncertain?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CFrontpage
http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/article/20120701/NEWS01/307010020/Michigan-medicaid-expansion-uncertain?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CFrontpage
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/baucus-says-public-will-take-another-look-at-health-care/article_ccac034f-40d3-5786-960c-107337580a57.html
http://montana.watchdog.org/2012/07/02/expanding-medicaid-sparks-fears-of-long-term-addiction-to-federal-funds/


made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme
Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)
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had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a
sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not
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the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program
(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he
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will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).

You May Also Like

·         The Final Ruling: Assessing the Implications of the
Supreme Court's Decision on the Affordable Care
Act

July 9, 2012 | Webconference | Health Care Advisory
Board

Explore the strategic, financial, operational implications
of the Supreme Court's decision for hospitals and health
systems, and discuss the political debate on the future of
health care as we move into the election season.
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 11:14:00 AM

HEALTHCARE
 
I jumped in on the call in the middle of healthcare discussion.  But they are wanting us to
verify the cost of Obamacare to our state and get back with them soon on that.  Apparently
CMS is desperate and pushing the states to take the next round of funding, the deadline is
mid-August and would lock us into the mandate.  We will get an update no later than
Wednesday on Obamacare.
 
USA Today is asking all the governors 6 questions relating to Medicaid expansion, mandate
enrollment, support of Romney, etc., might want to check with press on that.
 
 
UPCOMING NGA MEETING
 
No changes to the meeting schedule have been made.
 
Governor Martin O’Malley of Maryland and DGA chairman, will be having a press
conference on Thursday.  There is no inside information as to what the press conference will
be about. 
 
President Obama is going to be in Virginia on Friday and Saturday.
 
The democratic governors are trying to reserve the Williamsburg Community Building on
Friday morning around the same time as the RGA opening press conference.  There is
speculation that they are trying to reserve the building so the Democratic Governors and
President Obama can discuss various issues, mostly healthcare. Don’t know if it will be an
open forum with the press being included, but if it is, it would result in the press not
showing up to the RGA press conference.  All governors should be expected to be hit up by
the press at various events.
 
On Saturday, President Obama will be in Richmond, which is where the Governor spouses
will be spending the day. 
 
Occupy Williamsburg will be coming out in full force the NGA conference.  Here is a posting
from their Facebook page:
 

“From Thursday July 12 through Sunday July 15, the Governors from around
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the United States of America will be convening for the 2012 National Governors
Association Annual Meeting.

 
“And Occupy Williamsburg will be here to welcome them.

 
“On the morning of Friday the 13th at 9:15am we will assemble at the Old

Capitol off of Duke of Gloucester Street in Colonial Williamsburg to welcome and
publicly red...ress the Governors at their press conference.

                       
“We will meet together again at the parking lot of the Jamestown Settlement

at 2110 Jamestown Road at 5pm, where the Governors will attend their evening's
festivities.

 
“Be prepared to let America's governors know how you feel about how they

have done in fighting against ALEC's onslaught, stopping the War on Women, keeping
Americans in our homes, and making a conducive economic climate for good jobs
and green jobs!

 
“*** Interested in Planning Events to Welcome the NGA? ***
 
“Please join us at 11am on Saturday morning July 7th in the Ukrops Cafe in

the Martin's in Monticello Marketplace, 4660 Monticello Avenue 23188. (mike)”
 

There will be a conference call sometime mid-week to further discuss the upcoming NGA
conference.
 
 
SENATE UPDATE
 
Senate will convene at 2 pm today.  Will vote on a Judge tomorrow morning and there will
be a cloture vote tomorrow afternoon on Sen. Reid’s stimulus proposal.
 
There is not a great outlook on this month’s work, which is scheduled to conclude on August
7. 
 
 
OTHER NOTES
 
No update on the House.
 
Energy report was not heard.
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It is okay to sign the letter that is circulating about Russia, however the RGA has not taken a
position.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Lindsay Russell  Seth Levey   Dustin
Huffman  Deborah Hohlt <  "Kinzel, Will"
<Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>, "Swann, Lanier (McConnell)"
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "White, Brandi (McConnell)"
<Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"
<lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 
1-800-
Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
to come.
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REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
b)      Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC

will be providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting.
PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President as discussed on the governors’
only call to be forwarded this week.  Please help us update your
state PPACA cost estimates on the attached document: 2012-05-05
Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay: 

 
c)      HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding

Opportunity Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –
FAQs for this Announcement: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are
applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final
phase of edits being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.      Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.      Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale

meeting.
4.      Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are

being prepared by the committee. Economic Development and
Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24

5.      Federalism: To resume late summer
6.      Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension

and tax reform.
 

e)      Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see
attachment)

 
f)       Please Complete Surveys
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1.      PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate

Finance and House Energy and Commerce to push back
on a White House report indicating that some R states,
which are moving forward with some form of a
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey
is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.      Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the
Speaker’s Office on the most burdensome regs and House
Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for
data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans
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July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.
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 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday
announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
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state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion
would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
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Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor
has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
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expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after
Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
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people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement
after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
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said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
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Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press
conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
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Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also
noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
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Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder
spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had
made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
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not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme
Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)
had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
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state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a
sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not
the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
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conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program
(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he
will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).
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health care as we move into the election season.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:26:00 PM

Thank you! Just saw this.
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 11:15 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
HEALTHCARE
 
I jumped in on the call in the middle of healthcare discussion.  But they are wanting us to
verify the cost of Obamacare to our state and get back with them soon on that.  Apparently
CMS is desperate and pushing the states to take the next round of funding, the deadline is
mid-August and would lock us into the mandate.  We will get an update no later than
Wednesday on Obamacare.
 
USA Today is asking all the governors 6 questions relating to Medicaid expansion, mandate
enrollment, support of Romney, etc., might want to check with press on that.
 
 
UPCOMING NGA MEETING
 
No changes to the meeting schedule have been made.
 
Governor Martin O’Malley of Maryland and DGA chairman, will be having a press
conference on Thursday.  There is no inside information as to what the press conference will
be about. 
 
President Obama is going to be in Virginia on Friday and Saturday.
 
The democratic governors are trying to reserve the Williamsburg Community Building on
Friday morning around the same time as the RGA opening press conference.  There is
speculation that they are trying to reserve the building so the Democratic Governors and
President Obama can discuss various issues, mostly healthcare. Don’t know if it will be an
open forum with the press being included, but if it is, it would result in the press not
showing up to the RGA press conference.  All governors should be expected to be hit up by
the press at various events.
 
On Saturday, President Obama will be in Richmond, which is where the Governor spouses
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will be spending the day. 
 
Occupy Williamsburg will be coming out in full force the NGA conference.  Here is a posting
from their Facebook page:
 

“From Thursday July 12 through Sunday July 15, the Governors from around
the United States of America will be convening for the 2012 National Governors
Association Annual Meeting.

 
“And Occupy Williamsburg will be here to welcome them.

 
“On the morning of Friday the 13th at 9:15am we will assemble at the Old

Capitol off of Duke of Gloucester Street in Colonial Williamsburg to welcome and
publicly red...ress the Governors at their press conference.

                       
“We will meet together again at the parking lot of the Jamestown Settlement

at 2110 Jamestown Road at 5pm, where the Governors will attend their evening's
festivities.

 
“Be prepared to let America's governors know how you feel about how they

have done in fighting against ALEC's onslaught, stopping the War on Women, keeping
Americans in our homes, and making a conducive economic climate for good jobs
and green jobs!

 
“*** Interested in Planning Events to Welcome the NGA? ***
 
“Please join us at 11am on Saturday morning July 7th in the Ukrops Cafe in

the Martin's in Monticello Marketplace, 4660 Monticello Avenue 23188. (mike)”
 

There will be a conference call sometime mid-week to further discuss the upcoming NGA
conference.
 
 
SENATE UPDATE
 
Senate will convene at 2 pm today.  Will vote on a Judge tomorrow morning and there will
be a cloture vote tomorrow afternoon on Sen. Reid’s stimulus proposal.
 
There is not a great outlook on this month’s work, which is scheduled to conclude on August
7. 
 

36459



 
OTHER NOTES
 
No update on the House.
 
Energy report was not heard.
 
It is okay to sign the letter that is circulating about Russia, however the RGA has not taken a
position.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Lindsay Russell Seth Levey  Dustin
Huffman  Deborah Hohlt  "Kinzel, Will"
<Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>, "Swann, Lanier (McConnell)"
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "White, Brandi (McConnell)"
<Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"
<lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 
1-800-
Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
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SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
b)      Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC

will be providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting.
PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President as discussed on the governors’
only call to be forwarded this week.  Please help us update your
state PPACA cost estimates on the attached document: 2012-05-05
Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay: 

 
c)      HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding

Opportunity Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –
FAQs for this Announcement: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are
applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final
phase of edits being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.      Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.      Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale

meeting.
4.      Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are

being prepared by the committee. Economic Development and
Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24

5.      Federalism: To resume late summer
6.      Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension

and tax reform.
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e)      Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see

attachment)
 

f)       Please Complete Surveys
 

1.      PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate
Finance and House Energy and Commerce to push back
on a White House report indicating that some R states,
which are moving forward with some form of a
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey
is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.      Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the
Speaker’s Office on the most burdensome regs and House
Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for
data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION

36462

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-the-Medicaid-expansion
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-the-Medicaid-expansion


A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.
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 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday
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announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion

36465

http://www.facebook.com/NikkiHaley
http://charleston.thedigitel.com/politics/nikki-haley-south-carolina-will-not-expand-medicai-39774-0702
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20120629/PC16/120629107/1177/haley-administration-opts-out-of-health-care-expansion
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20120629/PC16/120629107/1177/haley-administration-opts-out-of-health-care-expansion
http://www.wisgov.state.wi.us/Default.aspx?Page=8533b724-db36-4bce-9b24-3b408bfe3206
http://www.wisgov.state.wi.us/Default.aspx?Page=8533b724-db36-4bce-9b24-3b408bfe3206
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502912265771898.html?mod=rss_Politics_And_Policy
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502912265771898.html?mod=rss_Politics_And_Policy
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jul/2/iowa-set-to-spurn-expansion-of-state-medicaid-roll/
http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/branstad-cool-to-medicaid-expansion/article_a42361a8-c4f9-11e1-a915-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Mo-GOP-pans-Medicaid-expansion-waits-on-exchange-3670492.php
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/missouri-legislative-leaders-saying-no-to-medicaid-expansion/article_76ee8236-5591-551b-940d-031a178d61a6.html


would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor
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has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after
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Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement
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after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
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Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press
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conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also
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noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder
spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had
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made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme
Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)
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had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a
sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not

36474

http://governor.nd.gov/media-center/news/statement-gov-dalrymple-supreme-courts-health-care-ruling
http://governor.nd.gov/media-center/news/statement-gov-dalrymple-supreme-courts-health-care-ruling
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/ND-gov-disappointed-by-health-care-court-ruling-3671398.php
http://governor.ohio.gov/Portals/0/pdf/news/06.28.12%20Kasich%20and%20Taylor%20Statement%20on%20US%20Supreme%20Court%20Health%20Care%20Ruling.pdf
http://governor.ohio.gov/Portals/0/pdf/news/06.28.12%20Kasich%20and%20Taylor%20Statement%20on%20US%20Supreme%20Court%20Health%20Care%20Ruling.pdf
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2012/07/kasich_says_medicaid_expansion.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/morning_call/2012/07/kasich-non-commital-on-insurance.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/07/03/ohioans-could-miss-out-on-expanded-medicaid.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120703_16_A1_GovMar435699
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120703_16_A1_GovMar435699
http://www.tulsatoday.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3549:36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma&catid=60:state&Itemid=108
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1263966/governor_corbett_comments_on_u_s__supreme_court_healthcare_decision_pdf


the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program
(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he
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will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).

You May Also Like

·         The Final Ruling: Assessing the Implications of the
Supreme Court's Decision on the Affordable Care
Act

July 9, 2012 | Webconference | Health Care Advisory
Board

Explore the strategic, financial, operational implications
of the Supreme Court's decision for hospitals and health
systems, and discuss the political debate on the future of
health care as we move into the election season.
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To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 11:14:22 AM

HEALTHCARE
 
I jumped in on the call in the middle of healthcare discussion.  But they are wanting us to
verify the cost of Obamacare to our state and get back with them soon on that.  Apparently
CMS is desperate and pushing the states to take the next round of funding, the deadline is
mid-August and would lock us into the mandate.  We will get an update no later than
Wednesday on Obamacare.
 
USA Today is asking all the governors 6 questions relating to Medicaid expansion, mandate
enrollment, support of Romney, etc., might want to check with press on that.
 
 
UPCOMING NGA MEETING
 
No changes to the meeting schedule have been made.
 
Governor Martin O’Malley of Maryland and DGA chairman, will be having a press
conference on Thursday.  There is no inside information as to what the press conference will
be about. 
 
President Obama is going to be in Virginia on Friday and Saturday.
 
The democratic governors are trying to reserve the Williamsburg Community Building on
Friday morning around the same time as the RGA opening press conference.  There is
speculation that they are trying to reserve the building so the Democratic Governors and
President Obama can discuss various issues, mostly healthcare. Don’t know if it will be an
open forum with the press being included, but if it is, it would result in the press not
showing up to the RGA press conference.  All governors should be expected to be hit up by
the press at various events.
 
On Saturday, President Obama will be in Richmond, which is where the Governor spouses
will be spending the day. 
 
Occupy Williamsburg will be coming out in full force the NGA conference.  Here is a posting
from their Facebook page:
 

“From Thursday July 12 through Sunday July 15, the Governors from around
the United States of America will be convening for the 2012 National Governors
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Association Annual Meeting.
 

“And Occupy Williamsburg will be here to welcome them.
 

“On the morning of Friday the 13th at 9:15am we will assemble at the Old
Capitol off of Duke of Gloucester Street in Colonial Williamsburg to welcome and
publicly red...ress the Governors at their press conference.

                       
“We will meet together again at the parking lot of the Jamestown Settlement

at 2110 Jamestown Road at 5pm, where the Governors will attend their evening's
festivities.

 
“Be prepared to let America's governors know how you feel about how they

have done in fighting against ALEC's onslaught, stopping the War on Women, keeping
Americans in our homes, and making a conducive economic climate for good jobs
and green jobs!

 
“*** Interested in Planning Events to Welcome the NGA? ***
 
“Please join us at 11am on Saturday morning July 7th in the Ukrops Cafe in

the Martin's in Monticello Marketplace, 4660 Monticello Avenue 23188. (mike)”
 

There will be a conference call sometime mid-week to further discuss the upcoming NGA
confrfe
 
SENATE UPDATE
 
Senate will convene at 2 pm today.  Will vote on a Judge tomorrow morning and there will
be a cloture vote tomorrow afternoon on Sen. Reid’s stimulus proposal.
 
There is not a great outlook on this month’s work, which is scheduled to conclude on August
7. 
 
 
OTHER NOTES
 
No update on the House.
 
Energy report was not heard.
 
It is okay to sign the letter that is circulating about Russia, however the RGA has not taken a
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position.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <  Seth Levey <  Dustin
Huffman   Deborah Hohlt <  "Kinzel, Will"
<Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>, "Swann, Lanier (McConnell)"
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "White, Brandi (McConnell)"
<Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"
<lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 
1-800-
Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education

36479

mailto:Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov
mailto:Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
mailto:Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov
mailto:lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
mailto:lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov


Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
b)      Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC

will be providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting.
PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President as discussed on the governors’
only call to be forwarded this week.  Please help us update your
state PPACA cost estimates on the attached document: 2012-05-05
Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay:

 
c)      HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding

Opportunity Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –
FAQs for this Announcement: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are
applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final
phase of edits being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.      Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.      Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale

meeting.
4.      Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are

being prepared by the committee. Economic Development and
Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24

5.      Federalism: To resume late summer
6.      Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension

and tax reform.
 

e)      Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see
attachment)

 
f)       Please Complete Surveys

 
1.      PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate
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Finance and House Energy and Commerce to push back
on a White House report indicating that some R states,
which are moving forward with some form of a
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey
is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.      Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the
Speaker’s Office on the most burdensome regs and House
Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for
data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.
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The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.

 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA
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Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday
announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
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all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion
would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
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not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor
has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
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decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after
Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
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Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement
after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
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implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
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“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press
conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
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entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also
noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder
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spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had
made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme
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Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)
had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a
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sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not
the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program
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(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he
will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).
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KTUL Channel 8 – People rally against PPACA at State Capitol
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The Oklahoman – Healthcare summit coming to downtown OKC
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The Oklahoman – Murdered Oklahoma girl’s mother files $3million claim against state
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state/article/3690910
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of middle-class tax cuts
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software firm
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week
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The Oklahoman – Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
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The Oklahoman – More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president
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http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-
controversy/article/3689939?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – OKC council studies Sunday transit options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-options/article/3690301
 
The Oklahoman – Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol
http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-capitol/article/3690743
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643
 
The Oklahoman – Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma’s changing demographics
http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-
demographics/article/3690290
 
The Oklahoman – Insure Oklahoma eyed for exchange by some lawmakers
http://newsok.com/insure-oklahoma-eyed-for-exchange-by-some-lawmakers/article/3690399
 
Tula World – Health law’s expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma’s uninsured poor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331
 
Tulsa World – Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP’s advantage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa index evidence of up and down first half for stock market
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_46_E1_CUTLIN405438
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Tulsa World – Insider Overview: Chesapeake Energy Corp.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120709_49_A14_MrilAt892417
 
Tulsa World – Failed banks rarer as economy mends
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_51_E3_CUTLIN265131
 
Tulsa World – oil town’s teachers struggling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_501_E2_CUTLIN174809
 
Tulsa World – Action Line: Tax deductions help after sustaining weather-related property
damage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_15_E2_bDearA931012
 
Tulsa World – Politics briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740
 
Tulsa World – Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415
 
Tulsa World – Clinton looks for better US – Pakistani cooperation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178
 
The Journal Record – Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil falls 3 pct. on signs of more economic trouble
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-
finance/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:36:53 AM

Thx 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 08:34 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Obamatrip?
Feds foot air show travel billBy World's Editorials Writers
Published: 7/7/2012  2:07 AM
Last Modified: 7/7/2012  3:32 AM
 
Thanks to a federal government grant to the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, seven modestly
sized state manufacturers, including four Tulsa firms, will be able to participate next week in the
Farnborough International Air Show southwest of London.
 
Those companies will be among some 50 Oklahoma firms that will participate in the show, along
with Gov. Mary Fallin and other state, chamber and business-group officials.
 
The federal grant involved is through the State Trade and Export Promotion Program, or STEP,
and is intended to help smaller firms that otherwise might not be able to participate.
 
The Farnborough air show is one of the two most important aerospace industry trade fairs in the
world and there is great potential value to the state by having a presence there, in terms of new
business for Oklahoma firms large and small. Aerospace, after all, is a big part of Oklahoma's
economy and Tulsa's in particular.
 
The use of federal funds to pay for at least a part of Oklahoma's delegation raises a question. Why
is it OK for the state to accept government money, from the Obama administration, to pay for this
trip when it is not OK - as far as the governor and many state leaders are concerned - to accept
federal money to extend Medicaid coverage to 200,000 uninsured Oklahomans or to set up health
care exchanges under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act?
 
Why is the anti-federal government element in the Legislature and the state leadership not railing
against the use of this federal money, demanding that we refuse to accept it and insisting that we
can do it by ourselves?
 
What is the measuring stick by which we judge that this federal money is good while that federal
money is bad?
 
Make no mistake, we believe that Oklahoma participation in the big air show is worthwhile. But
we wonder about accepting federal money to pay for it while we refuse to accept federal money to
improve the health care of thousands of Oklahomans.
 
Dare we call this Obamatrip? 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
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Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:32 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
 
Can u send me the "obamatrip" article 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 07:52 AM
Subject: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Enid News & Eagle – Enid to host business summit
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831756/Enid-to-host-business-summit
 
Enid News & Eagle – State leaders now facing health care deadlines
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831332/State-leaders-now-facing-health-care-deadlines
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces
Republican balancing act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587
 
KTUL Channel 8 – People rally against PPACA at State Capitol
http://www.ktul.com/story/18971869/people-rally-against-ppaca-at-state-capitol
 
The Oklahoman – Healthcare summit coming to downtown OKC
http://newsok.com/healthcare-summit-coming-to-downtown/article/3690579
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Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Dan
Arthrell… Rep. Mike Ritze
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Gambling, losing on health
http://muskogeephoenix.com/opinion/x694484243/Gambling-losing-on-health
 
AP – Okla. leaders still mulling federal health care
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care-
3690378.php
 
Tulsa World – Obamatrip?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state
funding
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-state-
funding/article/3690844
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s painkiller abuse ‘crisis’ is growing, experts say
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-a-growing-problem-experts-
say/article/3690845
 
The Oklahoman – Murdered Oklahoma girl’s mother files $3million claim against state
http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-
state/article/3690910
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of middle-class tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-middle-class-tax-cuts/article/feed/401783
 
The Oklahoman – By the numbers: online schools
http://newsok.com/feed/by-the-numbers-online-schools/article/3690909?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful
software firm
http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-successful-
software-firm/article/3690575?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gains more than gaming from Chickasaw nation, study shows
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gains-more-than-gaming-from-chickasaw-nation-study-
shows/article/3690587?custom_click=pod_headline_business
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next
week
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-bill-
next-week/article/3690570?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-build-in-
gop/article/3690894?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president
http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-
president/article/3690228?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Money only part of the story in seeking elective office
http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-office/article/3690227?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again
http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-again/article/3690217?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy
http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-
controversy/article/3689939?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – OKC council studies Sunday transit options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-options/article/3690301
 
The Oklahoman – Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol
http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-capitol/article/3690743
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643
 
The Oklahoman – Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma’s changing demographics
http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-
demographics/article/3690290
 
The Oklahoman – Insure Oklahoma eyed for exchange by some lawmakers
http://newsok.com/insure-oklahoma-eyed-for-exchange-by-some-lawmakers/article/3690399
 
Tula World – Health law’s expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma’s uninsured poor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331
 
Tulsa World – Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP’s advantage
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa index evidence of up and down first half for stock market
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_46_E1_CUTLIN405438
 
Tulsa World – Insider Overview: Chesapeake Energy Corp.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120709_49_A14_MrilAt892417
 
Tulsa World – Failed banks rarer as economy mends
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_51_E3_CUTLIN265131
 
Tulsa World – oil town’s teachers struggling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_501_E2_CUTLIN174809
 
Tulsa World – Action Line: Tax deductions help after sustaining weather-related property
damage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_15_E2_bDearA931012
 
Tulsa World – Politics briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740
 
Tulsa World – Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415
 
Tulsa World – Clinton looks for better US – Pakistani cooperation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178
 
The Journal Record – Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-
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general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil falls 3 pct. on signs of more economic trouble
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-
finance/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:34:00 AM

Obamatrip?
Feds foot air show travel billBy World's Editorials Writers
Published: 7/7/2012  2:07 AM
Last Modified: 7/7/2012  3:32 AM
 
Thanks to a federal government grant to the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, seven modestly
sized state manufacturers, including four Tulsa firms, will be able to participate next week in the
Farnborough International Air Show southwest of London.
 
Those companies will be among some 50 Oklahoma firms that will participate in the show, along
with Gov. Mary Fallin and other state, chamber and business-group officials.
 
The federal grant involved is through the State Trade and Export Promotion Program, or STEP,
and is intended to help smaller firms that otherwise might not be able to participate.
 
The Farnborough air show is one of the two most important aerospace industry trade fairs in the
world and there is great potential value to the state by having a presence there, in terms of new
business for Oklahoma firms large and small. Aerospace, after all, is a big part of Oklahoma's
economy and Tulsa's in particular.
 
The use of federal funds to pay for at least a part of Oklahoma's delegation raises a question. Why
is it OK for the state to accept government money, from the Obama administration, to pay for this
trip when it is not OK - as far as the governor and many state leaders are concerned - to accept
federal money to extend Medicaid coverage to 200,000 uninsured Oklahomans or to set up health
care exchanges under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act?
 
Why is the anti-federal government element in the Legislature and the state leadership not railing
against the use of this federal money, demanding that we refuse to accept it and insisting that we
can do it by ourselves?
 
What is the measuring stick by which we judge that this federal money is good while that federal
money is bad?
 
Make no mistake, we believe that Oklahoma participation in the big air show is worthwhile. But
we wonder about accepting federal money to pay for it while we refuse to accept federal money to
improve the health care of thousands of Oklahomans.
 
Dare we call this Obamatrip? 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:32 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
 
Can u send me the "obamatrip" article 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 07:52 AM
Subject: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips 
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Enid News & Eagle – Enid to host business summit
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831756/Enid-to-host-business-summit
 
Enid News & Eagle – State leaders now facing health care deadlines
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831332/State-leaders-now-facing-health-care-deadlines
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces
Republican balancing act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587
 
KTUL Channel 8 – People rally against PPACA at State Capitol
http://www.ktul.com/story/18971869/people-rally-against-ppaca-at-state-capitol
 
The Oklahoman – Healthcare summit coming to downtown OKC
http://newsok.com/healthcare-summit-coming-to-downtown/article/3690579
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Dan
Arthrell… Rep. Mike Ritze
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392
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Muskogee Phoenix – Gambling, losing on health
http://muskogeephoenix.com/opinion/x694484243/Gambling-losing-on-health
 
AP – Okla. leaders still mulling federal health care
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care-
3690378.php
 
Tulsa World – Obamatrip?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state
funding
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-state-
funding/article/3690844
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s painkiller abuse ‘crisis’ is growing, experts say
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-a-growing-problem-experts-
say/article/3690845
 
The Oklahoman – Murdered Oklahoma girl’s mother files $3million claim against state
http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-
state/article/3690910
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of middle-class tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-middle-class-tax-cuts/article/feed/401783
 
The Oklahoman – By the numbers: online schools
http://newsok.com/feed/by-the-numbers-online-schools/article/3690909?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful
software firm
http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-successful-
software-firm/article/3690575?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gains more than gaming from Chickasaw nation, study shows
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gains-more-than-gaming-from-chickasaw-nation-study-
shows/article/3690587?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next
week
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-bill-
next-week/article/3690570?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
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http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-build-in-
gop/article/3690894?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president
http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-
president/article/3690228?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Money only part of the story in seeking elective office
http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-office/article/3690227?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again
http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-again/article/3690217?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy
http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-
controversy/article/3689939?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – OKC council studies Sunday transit options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-options/article/3690301
 
The Oklahoman – Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol
http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-capitol/article/3690743
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643
 
The Oklahoman – Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma’s changing demographics
http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-
demographics/article/3690290
 
The Oklahoman – Insure Oklahoma eyed for exchange by some lawmakers
http://newsok.com/insure-oklahoma-eyed-for-exchange-by-some-lawmakers/article/3690399
 
Tula World – Health law’s expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma’s uninsured poor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331
 
Tulsa World – Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP’s advantage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa index evidence of up and down first half for stock market
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_46_E1_CUTLIN405438
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Tulsa World – Insider Overview: Chesapeake Energy Corp.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120709_49_A14_MrilAt892417
 
Tulsa World – Failed banks rarer as economy mends
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_51_E3_CUTLIN265131
 
Tulsa World – oil town’s teachers struggling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_501_E2_CUTLIN174809
 
Tulsa World – Action Line: Tax deductions help after sustaining weather-related property
damage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_15_E2_bDearA931012
 
Tulsa World – Politics briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740
 
Tulsa World – Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415
 
Tulsa World – Clinton looks for better US – Pakistani cooperation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178
 
The Journal Record – Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil falls 3 pct. on signs of more economic trouble
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-
finance/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Scott Mason
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:43:50 AM

A little late today bro.. It's 2:43pm! Oh wait....

Scott Mason, M.Ed.
Office of the Governor
State of Oklahoma

Sent from my iPad

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Gerszewski
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 07:53 AM Central Standard Time
To: 
Subject: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Enid News & Eagle – Enid to host business summit
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831756/Enid-to-host-business-summit
 
Enid News & Eagle – State leaders now facing health care deadlines
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831332/State-leaders-now-facing-health-care-deadlines
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces
Republican balancing act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587
 
KTUL Channel 8 – People rally against PPACA at State Capitol
http://www.ktul.com/story/18971869/people-rally-against-ppaca-at-state-capitol
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The Oklahoman – Healthcare summit coming to downtown OKC
http://newsok.com/healthcare-summit-coming-to-downtown/article/3690579
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Dan
Arthrell… Rep. Mike Ritze
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Gambling, losing on health
http://muskogeephoenix.com/opinion/x694484243/Gambling-losing-on-health
 
AP – Okla. leaders still mulling federal health care
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care-
3690378.php
 
Tulsa World – Obamatrip?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state
funding
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-state-
funding/article/3690844
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s painkiller abuse ‘crisis’ is growing, experts say
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-a-growing-problem-experts-
say/article/3690845
 
The Oklahoman – Murdered Oklahoma girl’s mother files $3million claim against state
http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-
state/article/3690910
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of middle-class tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-middle-class-tax-cuts/article/feed/401783
 
The Oklahoman – By the numbers: online schools
http://newsok.com/feed/by-the-numbers-online-schools/article/3690909?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful
software firm
http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-successful-
software-firm/article/3690575?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gains more than gaming from Chickasaw nation, study shows
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gains-more-than-gaming-from-chickasaw-nation-study-
shows/article/3690587?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next
week
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-bill-
next-week/article/3690570?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-build-in-
gop/article/3690894?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president
http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-
president/article/3690228?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Money only part of the story in seeking elective office
http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-office/article/3690227?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again
http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-again/article/3690217?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy
http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-
controversy/article/3689939?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – OKC council studies Sunday transit options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-options/article/3690301
 
The Oklahoman – Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol
http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-capitol/article/3690743
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643
 
The Oklahoman – Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma’s changing demographics
http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-
demographics/article/3690290
 
The Oklahoman – Insure Oklahoma eyed for exchange by some lawmakers
http://newsok.com/insure-oklahoma-eyed-for-exchange-by-some-lawmakers/article/3690399
 
Tula World – Health law’s expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma’s uninsured poor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331
 
Tulsa World – Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP’s advantage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa index evidence of up and down first half for stock market
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_46_E1_CUTLIN405438
 
Tulsa World – Insider Overview: Chesapeake Energy Corp.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120709_49_A14_MrilAt892417
 
Tulsa World – Failed banks rarer as economy mends
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_51_E3_CUTLIN265131
 
Tulsa World – oil town’s teachers struggling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_501_E2_CUTLIN174809
 
Tulsa World – Action Line: Tax deductions help after sustaining weather-related property
damage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_15_E2_bDearA931012
 
Tulsa World – Politics briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740
 
Tulsa World – Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415
 
Tulsa World – Clinton looks for better US – Pakistani cooperation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178
 
The Journal Record – Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-
aerospace/
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The Journal Record – I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil falls 3 pct. on signs of more economic trouble
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-
finance/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

36516

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15:00 AM

In what capacity?
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
You are sick.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 8:07 AM
Subject: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811_16_A4_OKLAHO468717
 
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rural fire departments
http://www.newson6.com/story/19249588/oklahoma-legislature-grants-38-to-863-rural-fire-
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departments
 
Shawnee News Star – Passing stopped school buses carries consequence
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-carries-
consequence
 
Associated Press – Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
 
NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
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chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
 
 
Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
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http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 

36520

http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563


The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234
 
The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15:00 AM

That bug on my desk
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
In what capacity?
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
You are sick.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 8:07 AM
Subject: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 

36523

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


Tulsa World – Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811_16_A4_OKLAHO468717
 
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rural fire departments
http://www.newson6.com/story/19249588/oklahoma-legislature-grants-38-to-863-rural-fire-
departments
 
Shawnee News Star – Passing stopped school buses carries consequence
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-carries-
consequence
 
Associated Press – Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
 
NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
 
 
Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201

36526

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-federal-database/article/3700199
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-federal-database/article/3700199
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201


 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 
The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
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Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234
 
The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:14:00 AM

You are sick.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 8:07 AM
Subject: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811_16_A4_OKLAHO468717
 
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rural fire departments
http://www.newson6.com/story/19249588/oklahoma-legislature-grants-38-to-863-rural-fire-
departments
 
Shawnee News Star – Passing stopped school buses carries consequence
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-carries-
consequence
 
Associated Press – Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
 
NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
 
 
Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
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http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 
The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
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Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234
 
The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:18:00 AM

I haven’t been past the break room all morning.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:16 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
That bug on my desk
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
In what capacity?
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
You are sick.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 8:07 AM
Subject: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
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Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811_16_A4_OKLAHO468717
 
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rural fire departments
http://www.newson6.com/story/19249588/oklahoma-legislature-grants-38-to-863-rural-fire-
departments
 
Shawnee News Star – Passing stopped school buses carries consequence
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-carries-
consequence
 
Associated Press – Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
 
NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
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of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
 
 
Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
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attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 
The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234
 
The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: 92s
Date: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 9:00:16 AM

That is great. Thanks

Sent from my Windows Phone
________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 8:45 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: 92s

They are ready and I gave them to Julie Cox-Cain yesterday – hope that is okay

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 8:02 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: 92s

Katie,

I hope this note finds you well. We were curious as to the status the HR freeze exemptions (92s) for
the early innovator grant positions. If they are ready, I will be at the capitol today and can pick them up
if that helps.

Thanks,
Nico

Nico Gomez
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Communications, Outreach and Reporting
Oklahoma Health Care Authority
*2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 1-A
Oklahoma City, OK 73107

*Please note new mailing address!!

phone:  405-522-7484
fax:  405-530-3482
e-mail: nico.gomez@okhca.org<mailto:nico.gomez@okhca.org>

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
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distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Dr. Carl Hook, MD; Dana Wolpert
Cc: Shari Moore; Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:42:00 AM

Dr. Hook,

 

For your planning purposes, I would slot the governor for a 15 minute

speech/presentation.  She may speak a few minutes beyond that, but 15 minutes always is

our target.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Shari Moore; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Dana,
Yes we will send you a revised agenda when completed.  We will also notify you of the individual
who will introduce her.  Our major sponsors are given the privilege of introducing the keynote
speakers, and for the Governor it will be an executive of OPUBCO.
Thank you,
 
Carl Hook
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:24 AM
To: Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Cc: Shari Moore; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Perfect, thank you! I believe her speeches are usually only 15-20 minutes, I have copied the press
department to confirm. They will also be the appropriate contact for discussing her presentation
content.
 
Can you send me an agenda when you have one set?
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Shari Moore
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Dana,
Thank you very much!  We can move only one speaker and accommodate the Governor’s schedule

by her speaking at 12:30 Thursday August 9th in the Cox Center.  Thirty minute time slot for her
presentation.  We appreciate your willingness to work with us on this endeavor.  Please do not
hesitate to contact me if the Governor wants to discuss her presentation content.
Thanks again,
 
Carl Hook
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 11:38 AM
To: Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
We can make lunch on the 9th work! She has several other events that day so she will most likely
have to speak and leave, not stay to eat lunch. What time would she be speaking? 12:30 would be
preferable for us.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 11:02 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Dana,

We are having problems at this end also.  Is lunch time the 9th also unavailable?  If so, the next

alternative for us moving speakers around would be at 12:30 lunch Friday the 10th.  If those do not

work, would the Lt. Governor be available any of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd options I have listed?
 
Carl Hook
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:59 PM
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To: Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Thank you Dr. Hook! Unfortunately the 9th does not work but the 10th does, can we make 8:30AM

on the 10th work?

Thank you,
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:58 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Dana,
I apologize for the delay in responding.  I was out of the office last week and wanted to
communicate with my organizers of the Oklahoma Healthcare Summit before I gave you an answer

that might be erroneus.  Our seminar covers both Thursday and Friday (9th and 10th)of August, but
we would very much like Governor Fallin to be our first speaker, being the keynote speaker and
welcoming all attendees to the Summit.  This time slot would be 8:30 a.m. Thursday immediately
following registration and a continental breakfast from 7:30-8:30.  Commissioner John Doak would
be the other government speaker and he would follow the Governor.  The time slot would
accommodate a 20-25 minute talk by the Governor and about 20 minutes for Comm. Doak
following her.  We very much desire to have her early in the Summit agenda with other local
presenters and out-of-state presenters to follow our local dignitaries over the remaining Thursday
and Friday.
Hopefully this can work in the Governor’s  busy schedule.
 
Carl Hook, M.D.
President and CEO
PLICO
 
p.s.  In addition to welcoming all to the Summit, I think this audience of about 400 would be very
interested in her plans for our state in response to the recent determination by the U.S. Supreme
Court related to the ACA federal legislation on healthcare reform.
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Dana Wolpert; Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
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Dr. Hook,

We would like the Governor to speak the morning of August 10. Can you send me an agenda for that
morning so we can find the best time?

Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 1:40 PM
To: Dana Wolpert; Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Dr. Hook,
 
What time is the breakfast the morning of August 10?
 
Thank you,
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Friday, December 30, 2011 11:09 AM
To: Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
I will make a note of that. Thank you and Happy New Year!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

36547



Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
 
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Friday, December 30, 2011 10:41 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Thank you Dana.  The Summit actually covers both 9and 10 of August. The space for date only allowed 
room for 1 date. We would love to have her speak either of those dates. There is a breakfast and lunch 
time both days that we desire a keynote speaker to fill.
Carl Hook, M. D.
 
Sent from my Samsung Captivate(tm) on AT&T
 
Dana Wolpert <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
 
Dr. Hook,
 
Thank you for your request. We schedule the Governor no earlier than 6 weeks out to prevent
cancellations. We will keep your request on file and will be in touch closer to the date
regarding her availability.
 
Thank you,
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
 
 
From: CMS form builder system [mailto:noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2011 4:08 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form" form on your Web site.
Governor Fallin Scheduling Requst Form

To request that Governor Fallin attend an event, please fill out the form below.  Please
include as much information as possible in each field.  If you have questions, please call the
Scheduling Department at (405) 521-2342.

Name of the Event 
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Explore: The OK Healthcar

Name of Group(s) Sponsoring the Event: 
PLICO; OSMA; OAFP

Date of Event: 
08/09/2012

Starting Time of Event: 
8:00 Breakfast

Ending Time of Event: 
12-1 pm Lunch time

Expected Length of the Governor's Remarks: 
30 minutes

Topic of the Governor's Remarks: 
OK Healthcare Delivery; Issues

Name of the person introducing the govenor and their relation to the group/event: 
Carl Hook, M.D.; Pres/CEO PLICO

Event Location/Address: 
Cox Center in OKC

Expected number of attendees: 
500

Please list any VIPs or elected officials also attending the event: 
Invited: Gov. Fallin Congressman James Lankford Commissioner John Doak

Please list the names, titles of those sitting with the governor: 
Carl Hook, M.D. Pres/CEO of PLICO Shari Moore, R.N. VP of Risk Management PLICO

Will the event be open to the public? 
No

Are the media invited to cover the event? 
Yes

What is the dress code (for example: black tie, business, casual, etc)? 
Business Casual

Will there be sound equipment and podium (if not, please contact the Governor's Scheduling
Department to make alternate arrangements)? 
Yes
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Please list the name of the contact for this event.  Please also Include a business number, an
after-hours number or cell phone number and an e-mail address for the event contact. 
Carl Hook, M.D. (O)815-4810 (m  chook@plico-ok.com

Please list a phone number at the event location: 
602-8500

Please list below background information on your event event or a brief history of your
organization.  Please also include a list of members or board members (if applicable), your
organization’s mission statement, and any relevant public policy goals sought by your
organization.  Please also provide details of any pending legislation or litigation and any
ongoing current events at the federal, state or local levels that would affect your organization
or in which your organization is interested. If there are specific concerns or topics that you
would like the governor to address, please also list them. 
Explore:Oklahoma Healthcare Summit 2012 will be the inaugural annual medical
symposium for doctors, nurses, PA's, hospital administrators produced by PLICO. Special
emphasis is being placed on healthcare delivery in the rural settings. Nothing else like this
has ever been produced before. It will provide Continuing Ed credits for all of the
participants listed. Keynote speakers are provided over this 2 day summit. Participants,
vendors, sponsors are all included in a social relaxation time the eve of Aug.9. PLICO's
mission is well known; Bd members include the CEO of OSMA, Ken King, and 15
physicians including OSMA President, and Dr. Jack Beller who is a candidate for OK
Senate on 2012. All physicians are interested in 'ObamaCare', TR and WC issues and
legislation.

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not
respond.
 
 
*******************************************************************************
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer. 
Thank you. 
*******************************************************************************
 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
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to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
 
*******************************************************************************
 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
 
*******************************************************************************
 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
 
*******************************************************************************
 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: ACA money from DHS
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 1:34:00 PM

What do you guys think of this as a blanket statement. we can offer this on Monday and green light
the data from Health and DHS to avoid a weekend story
 
 
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care
in the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new
taxes on millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for
states, and an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She
continues to actively oppose the ACA for those reasons, and it is her hope that it will be repealed
and replaced following the November election.
 
Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In most cases, Governor Fallin does
not have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue
to fund existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in
the mission of those agencies.
 
It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, chronic disease prevention
efforts run by the Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government,
while still supporting the repeal of ObamaCare.
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 11:37 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: ACA money from DHS
 
This is ACA money being used by DHS in Oklahoma … looks like its all the Aging Services Division and
its around $2.5M.
 
OF NOTE: one of the grants WAS approved by our office:
6) Chronic Disease Self-Management Program Expansion Funds (CDSMP Expansion)
 
Award:                                                 $765,733
Start Date:                                            9/30/12
Project Term:                                       3 years
Brief Description:                                Grant to expand services to areas already implementing

CDSM programs (under prior grant) and to reach areas of
the state and populations not currently being served.

36553

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov


Governor Approval of Application:     Yes, Gov. Mary Fallin
 
 

From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 11:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Alex and Aaron,

 

Attached is a list of the ACA grant funds currently being utilized by OKDHS.  I will call

you to discuss.

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:13 PM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
thanks
 

From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Sure, if we received any, I’ll send you the info first and I’ll also find out if we

independently requested/received it.

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Yes … I’d like to see it first so we know what he’ll ask us. Also – do you know if its money that the
gov has to approve, or can DHS independently request for and receive federal grant money?
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From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Okay, thanks.  I’ll be glad to provide the info to him.  Do you still want it as well? 

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:58 AM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Zeke canfield will probably call and ask you for it. I don’t know what his deadline is
 

From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:51 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
I will check with our staff to see if we have received any of these grants and let you

know.  Are you on a deadline?

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: ACA money
 
Sheree, do you know if DHS got money from these or any other ACA programs? Thanks
 

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in

Oklahoma in efforts related to:
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Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.

·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically

underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of
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public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.

·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:

·         The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.

·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health
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Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 1:59:00 PM

Sheree, here is a draft of the kind of thing we are going to send to Zeke on Monday. As you can see,
we are not in favor of pulling grant money away from the Aging Services Division (a sentiment which
you should feel free to share).
 
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care
in the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new
taxes on millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for
states, and an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She
continues to actively oppose the ACA for those reasons, and it is her hope that it will be repealed
and replaced following the November election.
 
Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In most cases, Governor Fallin does
not have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue
to fund existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in
the mission of those agencies.
 
It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still
supporting the repeal of ObamaCare.
 
 

From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 11:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Alex and Aaron,

 

Attached is a list of the ACA grant funds currently being utilized by OKDHS.  I will call

you to discuss.

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:13 PM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
thanks
 

From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Sure, if we received any, I’ll send you the info first and I’ll also find out if we

independently requested/received it.

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Yes … I’d like to see it first so we know what he’ll ask us. Also – do you know if its money that the
gov has to approve, or can DHS independently request for and receive federal grant money?
 

From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Okay, thanks.  I’ll be glad to provide the info to him.  Do you still want it as well? 

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:58 AM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
Zeke canfield will probably call and ask you for it. I don’t know what his deadline is
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From: Powell, Sheree [mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:51 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ACA money
 
I will check with our staff to see if we have received any of these grants and let you

know.  Are you on a deadline?

 

Sheree Powell
OKDHS Office of Communications
(405) 521-3027 (w) – (405)  (m)
Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Powell, Sheree; Aaron Cooper
Subject: ACA money
 
Sheree, do you know if DHS got money from these or any other ACA programs? Thanks
 

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in

Oklahoma in efforts related to:

Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

36561

mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
mailto:Sheree.Powell@okdhs.org
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.

·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically

underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of

public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.
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·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:

·         The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.

·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health

Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

36563

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/rights/preventive-care/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2010/07/preventive-services-list.html
http://www.letsmove.gov/
http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx
http://www.millionhearts.hhs.gov/
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/strategy/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/strategy/index.html
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Katie Altshuler
To: "mrobison@okstatechamber.com"
Subject: Re: ACA Response
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 11:39:00 AM

Thank you!
 
From: Matt Robison [mailto:mrobison@okstatechamber.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 11:38 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: ACA Response 
 
Katie…Thank you so much for your time yesterday!  I just wanted to interject a
thought I had on the issue of “messaging”…if and when necessary.
 
The statement: “We do not want the federal government determining how
Oklahoma delivers health care to our citizens.” seems to cover the expansion of
Medicaid, block grants and the exchange issue.  This statement also does not say we
won’t take money…but that we know how best to spend it.  Just a thought…
 
Thanks again!
 

MATT ROBISON
Vice President, Government Affairs
The State Chamber of Oklahoma
330 NE 10th Street | Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Phone: (405) 272-4423 | Cell: (405)  
www.okstatechamber.com
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "mrobison@okstatechamber.com"
Subject: Re: ACA Response
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:13:15 AM

I will be a little late to the meeting today...
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 11:39 AM
To: 'mrobison@okstatechamber.com' <mrobison@okstatechamber.com> 
Subject: Re: ACA Response 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Matt Robison [mailto:mrobison@okstatechamber.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 11:38 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: ACA Response 
 
Katie…Thank you so much for your time yesterday!  I just wanted to interject a
thought I had on the issue of “messaging”…if and when necessary.
 
The statement: “We do not want the federal government determining how
Oklahoma delivers health care to our citizens.” seems to cover the expansion of
Medicaid, block grants and the exchange issue.  This statement also does not say we
won’t take money…but that we know how best to spend it.  Just a thought…
 
Thanks again!
 

MATT ROBISON
Vice President, Government Affairs
The State Chamber of Oklahoma
330 NE 10th Street | Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Phone: (405) 272-4423 | Cell: (405)  
www.okstatechamber.com
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Cody Inman; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Sean Rose; Kandi Batts; Marcia Crawford
Subject: Re: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:48:33 PM

What a nightmare! Thanks for your help!!

On Nov 15, 2012, at 17:45, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Holy crap, kudos to a great team!

On Nov 15, 2012, at 3:43 PM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

 

Constituent Letters and or Calls on Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/15

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
11/8-11/14 Totals 43 91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ ObamaCare 5 145
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 105 109
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 650 1168
Thursday Totals 760 1422

Overall Total 803 1513

 
 
 
Let me add, today is the most calls we have ever received in one day. Every line was lit up starting at 8:30. New
record.
 
I’m a numbers guy, so here is the breakdown: 1818 total calls. 227 per hour. 4 calls per minute. Round of applause
for Marcia and Kandi, they never lost their smile J!
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Affordable Care Act -- Update
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:55:29 PM

Wow 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:54 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; 'maryfallin ' <maryfallin >; Mary Fallin; Alex Weintz; Aaron
Cooper; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Sean Rose; Jean Roupe; Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts 
Subject: Affordable Care Act -- Update 
 
Total number of call for Friday: 3,121
2560 – against
561- for
 
 
 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/16

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
11/8-11/14 Totals 43 91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Afforddable Care Act/ ObamaCare 5 145
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 105 109
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 650 1168
Thursday Totals 760 1,422

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Afforddable Care Act/ ObamaCare 0 89
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 94 29
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 561 2560
Friday Totals 6,55 2,678

Overall Total 1,458 4,191
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:56:00 AM

Thanks!
 

From: AJ Mallory 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:53 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
 
 

From: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA) [mailto:HHSIGA@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:44 AM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA)
Subject: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
 
The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States
 
On February 28, President Obama reiterated his belief that States should have the power and
flexibility to innovate and find the health care solutions that work best for them and announced his
support for accelerating State Innovation Waivers and allowing states to apply for them starting in
2014.
 
Beginning in 2017, the law allows States the flexibility to receive a State Innovation Waiver so
they may pursue their own innovative strategies to ensure their residents have access to high
quality, affordable health insurance. These strategies – which must provide affordable insurance
coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act and must not increase the federal
deficit – could include allowing large employers to purchase coverage through State Exchanges or
increasing the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses.
Under the bipartisan “Empowering States to Innovate Act” introduced by Senators Ron Wyden,
Scott Brown, and Mary Landrieu, State Innovation Waivers would be available three years earlier
than under current law, so long as States meet certain criteria, including certifying that their
proposals would cover at least as many of their residents as the policies in the Affordable Care Act
would have covered.
 
The proposal offers States more flexibility while ensuring that all Americans, no matter where they
live have access to affordable, accessible health insurance. Additionally, the proposal includes
built-in protections to ensure that these waivers do not increase the Federal budget deficit.
The Affordable Care Act already creates a critical role for States. It provides them with the
flexibility and resources necessary to innovate and implement reform in the manner that works best
for them. The law has already made nearly $2.8 billion available to states and every State has
taken steps – and, in some cases, bold actions – to implement the law and improve health insurance
accountability and affordability for their citizens. States can design their own Exchanges, shape
their Medicaid programs, and take the lead in enforcing patient protections and reviewing rates
increases of private insurers.
 
Empowering States to Innovate
Under the Affordable Care Act, State Innovation Waivers allow States to propose and test
alternative ways to meet the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to
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all Americans, including those living with pre-existing conditions. Specifically, State Innovation
Waivers are designed to allow States to implement policies that differ from the new law so long as
they:
 
• Provide coverage that is at least as comprehensive as the coverage offered through Exchanges – a
new competitive, private health insurance marketplace.
• Make coverage at least as affordable as it would have been through the Exchanges.
• Provide coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act would have provided.
• Do not increase the Federal deficit.
 
State Innovation Waivers are provided for up to five years, with the option of renewal. If a State’s
innovation fails to meet the criteria outlined above, the policies outlined in the Affordable Care
Act would take effect.
 
Potential State-Based Innovations
The Affordable Care Act offers considerable flexibility to States without waivers. It also
recognizes that new, creative effective ideas may emerge. While States have the freedom to
develop their own proposals that may qualify for a State Innovation Waiver, some proposals that
could qualify include:
• A streamlined system that links tax credits for small businesses with tax credits for low-income
families.
• Alternatives to the individual responsibility provision – such as automatically enrolling
individuals in health plans – that achieve similar outcomes.
• Alternative health plan options to increase competition and provide consumers with additional
choices.
• An increase in the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses.
• Immediately allowing large businesses interested in doing so to purchase health insurance
through the new private marketplace, the State-based health insurance Exchange.
 
The law also allows States to submit a single application that includes Medicaid waiver requests
which could, for example, seek to give people eligible for Medicaid the choice of enrolling in
Exchange plans.
 
Maintaining Important Consumer Protections
The Affordable Care Act ends the worst insurance company abuses and gives Americans more
freedom and control over their health care choices. Already, under the law, most insurance
companies:
 
• Cannot impose lifetime limits on the dollar amount they will spend on health benefits.
• Must offer young adults without access to job-based coverage the option of remaining on their
parent’s plan until their 26th birthday.
• Must cover recommended preventive services without cost sharing.
• Must allow patients to choose their own doctor in their network.
• Cannot drop your coverage solely due to your getting sick.
• Must spend at least 80 percent of premium dollars on health care, rather than executive salaries
and administrative costs.
 
Starting in 2014, insurance companies cannot charge more, carve-out benefits, or deny coverage
because of a pre-existing condition. States that receive a State Innovation Waiver would be
required to maintain these important consumer protections that prevent insurance companies from
denying, capping or limiting care.
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Waiver Evaluation
Under the Affordable Care Act, the Secretaries of Health and Human Services and Treasury are
responsible for evaluating State Innovation Waiver applications and ensuring proposals will meet
the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans, including
those with pre-existing conditions. Under the proposed legislation, the Secretaries would continue
to play this role and be empowered to grant waivers beginning in 2014. Once complete, State
Innovation Waiver applications must be reviewed within 180 days of being received. The
Departments of Health and Human Services and Treasury will issue proposed regulations outlining
the process for applying for a State Innovation Waiver this spring. The Departments will accept
public comment, including comments from States, on this proposed regulation.
 
President’s Plan to Cut Red Tape, Give States Flexibility
President Obama will also take an additional important step to help States, improve outcomes, and
lower costs for the American taxpayer. This week, the President will issue a memorandum
directing Executive Departments and Agencies to work with State, Tribal, and local governments to
reduce unnecessary regulatory and administrative burdens in order to focus resources on achieving
better outcomes at lower cost. In this memorandum, the President is:
 
• Instructing the Director of OMB to lead a collaborative process of Federal agencies, State, Tribal,
and local governments to coordinate and streamline procedures that cut across agency, program
and geographic bounds.
 
• Requiring agencies to work closely with States, Tribes, and local governments to identify
administrative, regulatory, and legislative barriers in Federally-funded programs that currently
prevent them from efficiently using tax dollars to achieve the best results for their constituents.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Amicus Brief Update
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:57:00 AM

Thanks.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief Update
Importance: High
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Conrad, Matt (GOV); Eige, Jasen (GOV); Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov; Lindsay Russell;
EGetchell@oag.state.va.us; Mike Adams
Subject: Amicus Brief Update
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Please find the updated Amicus Brief documents.  A summary and initial draft is attached.
 
This will be discussed by Martin Kent, COS to Gov. McDonnell on today’s Chief of Staff RGPPC COS
call  at 3 PM EDT.
 
To confirm on process, the goal is for RGPPC to be named as joining the amicus, as will Governor
McDonnell individually.  Duncan Getchell of the VA AG office will sign as a SCOTUS admitted
attorney.  The case will be styled as shown in the attached summary. 
 
What we need from you:
 

1.        Legal teams and General Counsels:  Sign off that a majority of our governors are
comfortable with RGPPC being named as joining the amicus.  Questions or concerns
regarding the legal brief should be directed to Martin Kent, COS to Gov Bob McDonnell,  or
Matt Conrad, Deputy COS to Gov McDonnell.   Please respond to Marie at

 once you are comfortable from your state. 
 

Martin Kent:  Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov
       Matt Conrad:  Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov  and is (804) 692-2573
 
 

2.         Healthcare advisors and Action Officers:  We need additional data.  Please find attached a
document summarizing state mandates and burdens from PPACA. Additional thoughts are
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welcome and data is encouraged. You may send that information to Marie to be
encorporated  at 

 
Thanks in advance for your attention to this matter.  About twice a year we have an important issue
we need to turn around quickly—this is one of them. We appreciate your patience.
 
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org/
(601) 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Chris Casteel
Subject: RE: And one more thing ...
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:27:00 PM

Attributable to me. Will see if I can get you more on “Woodwork” numbers
 
Regarding the estimated costs of expansion population only: Is 100 percent participation
realistic?
 
The Obama Administration’s goal is “universal coverage,” which means 100 percent
participation. At 100 percent participation, expansion would cost $56 million in 2020 with the
cost most likely rising in every subsequent year. At 75 percent participation, the cost to the
state would be $42 million per year, again with costs going up in every year after that.
Neither of these estimates take into account administrative expenses and the likelihood of
people currently eligible but not enrolled for Medicaid becoming enrolled. With these
administrative and additional costs, the state of Oklahoma is on the hook for up to $103
million per year.
 
Clearly, there are a number of different ways to calculate costs for the state when it comes to
Medicaid expansion. Even the advocates for expansion, however, admit that yearly costs to
the state will be in the tens of millions of dollars. That is money that will come directly out of
the budget for schools, police academies, roads and bridges, and even other health services.
Any way you slice it, the state of Oklahoma cannot afford this expansion.
 
 
Has there been any guidance from HHS on whether states who go along with expansion
could drop out in later years when fed matching declines?
 
Theoretically, yes, the state could do that. Rather than temporarily create a large new
entitlement at great expense, only to then take it away, Governor Fallin is focusing on
permanent, state based solutions that will help Oklahoma families get affordable, high quality
health care.
 
 
I was wondering what you think of the Oklahoma Hosptial Association analysis that
predicts Oklahoma would gain jobs and state revenue from the additional Medicaid
money from the federal government.
 
The Obama Administration has been arguing that ‘ObamaCare’ is going to boost the
economy for quite some time. Governor Fallin disagrees, and we think the majority of
Oklahomans do as well. Tax increases, government bureaucracy and more spending on
entitlement programs even as the country approaches a fiscal cliff are not going to help
Oklahoma’s economy or the nation’s economy.
 
 

From: Chris Casteel [mailto:CCasteel@opubco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:26 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: And one more thing ...
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Thanks. Editor really wants me to explain numbers so any help u could give on that
woodwork question would be helpful. It seems to me that trigger for them would be the
requirement that they have insurance, not the expansion of Medicaid. 

On Nov 20, 2012, at 2:18 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

In a meeting. Expect to have a statement for you
 

From: Chris Casteel [mailto:CCasteel@opubco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: And one more thing ...
 
I was wondering what you think of the Oklahoma Hosptial Association analysis that

predicts Oklahoma would gain jobs and state revenue from the additional Medicaid

money from the federal government.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: And one more thing ...
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:29:00 PM

Nico – Chris says he still needs help on this question re, “woodwork” numbers:
Is the OCA expecting these already-eligible people to sign up anyway once major provisions of the

health care reform law kick in? That is, I guess I'm not understanding why they would sign up if the

state expanded Medicaid but not otherwise.

 

Are you all connecting with him on this? thanks.
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:28 PM
To: 'Chris Casteel'
Subject: RE: And one more thing ...
 
Attributable to me. Will see if I can get you more on “Woodwork” numbers
 
Regarding the estimated costs of expansion population only: Is 100 percent participation
realistic?
 
The Obama Administration’s goal is “universal coverage,” which means 100 percent
participation. At 100 percent participation, expansion would cost $56 million in 2020 with the
cost most likely rising in every subsequent year. At 75 percent participation, the cost to the
state would be $42 million per year, again with costs going up in every year after that.
Neither of these estimates take into account administrative expenses and the likelihood of
people currently eligible but not enrolled for Medicaid becoming enrolled. With these
administrative and additional costs, the state of Oklahoma is on the hook for up to $103
million per year.
 
Clearly, there are a number of different ways to calculate costs for the state when it comes to
Medicaid expansion. Even the advocates for expansion, however, admit that yearly costs to
the state will be in the tens of millions of dollars. That is money that will come directly out of
the budget for schools, police academies, roads and bridges, and even other health services.
Any way you slice it, the state of Oklahoma cannot afford this expansion.
 
 
Has there been any guidance from HHS on whether states who go along with expansion
could drop out in later years when fed matching declines?
 
Theoretically, yes, the state could do that. Rather than temporarily create a large new
entitlement at great expense, only to then take it away, Governor Fallin is focusing on
permanent, state based solutions that will help Oklahoma families get affordable, high quality
health care.
 
 
I was wondering what you think of the Oklahoma Hosptial Association analysis that
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predicts Oklahoma would gain jobs and state revenue from the additional Medicaid
money from the federal government.
 
The Obama Administration has been arguing that ‘ObamaCare’ is going to boost the
economy for quite some time. Governor Fallin disagrees, and we think the majority of
Oklahomans do as well. Tax increases, government bureaucracy and more spending on
entitlement programs even as the country approaches a fiscal cliff are not going to help
Oklahoma’s economy or the nation’s economy.
 
 

From: Chris Casteel [mailto:CCasteel@opubco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:26 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: And one more thing ...
 
Thanks. Editor really wants me to explain numbers so any help u could give on that
woodwork question would be helpful. It seems to me that trigger for them would be the
requirement that they have insurance, not the expansion of Medicaid. 

On Nov 20, 2012, at 2:18 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

In a meeting. Expect to have a statement for you
 

From: Chris Casteel [mailto:CCasteel@opubco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: And one more thing ...
 
I was wondering what you think of the Oklahoma Hosptial Association analysis that

predicts Oklahoma would gain jobs and state revenue from the additional Medicaid

money from the federal government.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 10:07:38 AM

How about no mtg w/ him on anything!!!
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry 
Subject: FW: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare 
 
 
 

From: Jennifer Brock [mailto:brock@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57 AM
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
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            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Marie Price
Subject: RE: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:05:00 PM

No decision has been made regarding Medicaid expansion.
 
Governor Fallin is currently reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision and
the state of Oklahoma’s options as they relate to Medicaid enrollment.
 
 

From: Marie Price [mailto:marie.price@journalrecord.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 1:15 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 
Alex:
 
Any response to Anderson?
 
Marie Price
 
 

From: Jennifer Brock [mailto:brock@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57 AM
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
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officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:48:00 PM

We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:53:00 PM

I’m going to get killed if I tell him that.
We do have time to build a state based exchange, but we might have to wait until February, but it
depends on what we decide to do, and we don’t really know the answer …
 
Surely we can “submit a plan” by November 16 without legislative authorization? If we cant do that
then we have no way of making that deadline and we should just say so
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
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Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36:00 PM

Zeke w the Oklahoman
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Who is asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
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Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28:00 PM

How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 5:03:08 PM

Ok, having talked to Katie:
 
Legislative action is not required for the governor to submit a plan outlining a blueprint for an
insurance exchange.
It may be required to create and implement an exchange, depending on the nature of the exchange.
 
A great deal of this confusion is the result of the federal government’s inability to answer questions
about the requirements for a state based exchange, the details of a partnership exchange between
federal and state governments, and even the specifics of a wholly federally run exchange. The fe
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:53 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
I’m going to get killed if I tell him that.
We do have time to build a state based exchange, but we might have to wait until February, but it
depends on what we decide to do, and we don’t really know the answer …
 
Surely we can “submit a plan” by November 16 without legislative authorization? If we cant do that
then we have no way of making that deadline and we should just say so
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
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How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:52:00 PM

No, I don’t like it – it asking for a fight. Can you just say we are still researching options…
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:38 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Gotcha, I guess its ok if katie agrees. SOOOOO sick of the ACA
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:37 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Zeke w the Oklahoman
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Who is asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
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Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 5:03:00 PM

Ok, having talked to Katie:
 
Legislative action is not required for the governor to submit a plan outlining a blueprint for an
insurance exchange.
It may be required to create and implement an exchange, depending on the nature of the exchange.
 
A great deal of this confusion is the result of the federal government’s inability to answer questions
about the requirements for a state based exchange, the details of a partnership exchange between
federal and state governments, and even the specifics of a wholly federally run exchange.  
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:53 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
I’m going to get killed if I tell him that.
We do have time to build a state based exchange, but we might have to wait until February, but it
depends on what we decide to do, and we don’t really know the answer …
 
Surely we can “submit a plan” by November 16 without legislative authorization? If we cant do that
then we have no way of making that deadline and we should just say so
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
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Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Williams, Pamela K.
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: another media inquiry: RE: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:14:00 PM

Leslea, I can call her. The answer is, it doesn’t. Correct? If you are on Medicaid you are still on Medicaid

 

From: Williams, Pamela K. [mailto:PamelaW@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:48 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: another media inquiry: RE: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion
Importance: High
 

Another media inquiry for your list:  Lacie Lowry/ channel 6 Tulsa (918-698-2655)  – She is asking about how the Governor’s
decision regarding PPACA affects people on Medicaid.

 

From: Williams, Pamela K. 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Importance: High
 

Please add to your call list:   Chris Court/ KRMG, Tulsa (918-493-7111) – in response to the news release below and he is asking to
explain why the PPACA matters to Oklahomans and what does the  Governor’s action mean to Oklahomans?

From: Governor Fallin Press [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
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and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:33:01 PM

Also see bit on Kaiser...
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:32 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police 
 
Lovely!
 
Although I much prefer rehashing rep. sullivans messy divorce
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:19 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
 
Fyi - see part on exchange 
 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police 
 

 
IN THIS ISSUE:
 
  
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health
Exchange Meeting This Wednesday
Phil Lakin, George Kaiser,
        and Obama
 
Representative Glen Mulready
Talking Trash Again
 
OREC Whitewashes
Representative Sullivan Real
Estate Investigation
 
Did Representative Sullivan
Lie To Police Officers on
September 19th 2007?
 
Obama Administration
Exporting American Jobs 
 
Is The Obama Administration
Arming Street Gangs?
 
BBQ Fund Raiser Set For Rep
John Bennett September 15th

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Exchange
Meeting This Wednesday

 
The first meeting of the Obama Care/Fallin Care task force is to be held on Wednesday September
14th at 9:00 am in the House Chamber at the State Capitol.   I believe they chose this particular
meeting place to avoid having to deal with questions from the audience but a good crowd will remind
them what is waiting for them should they go ahead and implement Obama Care here in Oklahoma.   
Below are the Senators and Representatives on the committee, it would be a good idea to call and
email to remind them that the majority of the citizens of Oklahoma are dead set against Obama
Care/Fallin Care.
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 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is a full
line cabinet and countertop shop
that travels all over the state
building dream kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  
Comtec Security
 
An Oklahoma Company for

Oklahomans.  They offer

service with no contracts, a

distinct difference from other

security companies I've used. 

They believe in liberty,

including the liberty to take

your business eslewhere if they

don't perform to expectations. 

Comtec Security provided the

security make over for

theSooner Tea Party after the

burglarly in May

 

http://www.comtecok.com/
 

 

 

 

 

Light em up..
 

 Make it clear to them that there will be a political price for supporting Obama Care/Fallin Care in any
form or fashion.  Remember that they are practiced politicians, they can sell sand to an Arab, don’t get
in arguments or discussions, tell them what the people of Oklahoma want.

 
 

 Rep. Glen Mulready , Co-Chair         glen.mulready@okhouse.gov      (405) 557-7340
Rep. Randy Grau                                randy.grau@okhouse.gov            (405) 557-7360
Rep. Danny Morgan                           dannymorgan@okhouse.gov        (405)-557-7368
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel                       jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov     (405)-557-7334
Rep. Jason Nelson                              jason.nelson@okhouse.gov          (405) 557-7335
Rep. Doug Cox                                  dougcox@okhouse.gov                (405) 557-7415

 
Senator Gary Stanislawski , Co-Chair     stanislawski@oksenate.gov        405.521.5624   
Senator Cliff Aldridge                             aldridge@oksenate.gov              (405) 521-5584                    
Senator Bill Brown                                 brownb@oksenate.gov               (405) 521-5602                         
Senator Sean Burrage                             garlick@oksenate.gov                 405) 521-5555                      
Senator Brian Crain                                crain@oksenate.gov                    (405) 521-5620                      
Senator John Sparks                               sparks@oksenate.gov                 (405) 521-5553                    

 
  

 
 

 
 Phil Lakin, George Kaiser, and Obama

 
A few weeks ago we went over the candidates for Tulsa City Council.  One of the candidates for
District 8 is Phil Lakin; Phil is also the Chairman of the George Kaiser Family Foundation.  George
Kaiser is one of the investors of the defunct solar energy company that was in the news last week for
going bankrupt owing the U.S. government hundreds of millions of dollars.   Lakin is also on the board
of the Tulsa Community Foundation and other boards.
 
Here is an email from a Washington Post reporter responding after a Tulsa activist reached out with
info on Phil Lakin and George Kaiser:
 
Quote:  
“We are very interested in George Kaiser and any help you might be able to give us would be greatly
appreciated. Our George Kaiser is chairman of Tulsa-based BOK Financial Corp. and owner of Kaiser-
Francis Oil Co. He also is one of Solyndra's biggest backers through an organization known as the
George Kaiser Family Foundation. He is an Oklahoma oilman who bundled campaign contributions
from multiple sources for Obama's 2008 campaign. Kaiser raised, or bundled, $50,000 to $100,000 for
Obama’s 2008 campaign, according to a list that had been posted on Obama’s 2008 campaign website.
He gave $2,300 personally, according to the FEC. 
 
As you probably know, the George Kaiser Family Foundation is a charitable organization based in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and backed by donations from Kaiser. It holds about 35.7 percent of the company,
according to a Solyndra filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Kaiser made three visits
to the White House on March 12, 2009, and one on March 13. Kaiser has denied any direct
involvement in the Solyndra deal. In a statement from his foundation he said he “did not participate in
any discussions with the U.S. government regarding the loan.”
 
The White House meetings put that statement to a test. He met with former Chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisors Austan Goolsbee, Senior Advisor Pete Rouse, Deputy Director of the Domestic
Policy Council Heather Higginbottom and Deputy Director of the National Economic Council Jason
Furman. People who work for him also went to the White House, including chairman and founder
Christian Gronet and Board Members Thomas Baruch and David Prend. This information is according
to the WH visitor logs. Former Chief of Staff Rahm Emmanuel and Adviser Valerie Jarrett reportedly
also met with Kaiser.
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End quote.
 
 
 
Here are some articles on the George Kaiser/Obama/Solynda loan connection:
Washington Times article 
Bloomberg article
Tulsa World article that came out Sept 8th 
 
Tulsa Today article  
Big Government link  
Washington Times article today  
September 3rd article by Bloomberg  
Solyndra/Obama Connection
 
 

 
Representative Glen Mulready Talking Trash Again

 
 
Occasionally one of our members asks why we expose so much of the legislator’s dirty laundry and
focus on their response to our newsletters.   For two reasons:
 
1.      It shows people that the legislators are no better than the rest of us, almost anyone could run for
office regardless of what baggage they might have or their “qualifications”.
2.      Their responses to our newsletters are illuminating, especially when they lash out in anger over
the exposure of the seamy side of the legislature.
 
Last week, one of our old sparing partners, Representative Glen Mulready, just had to open his mouth
again.    Like the old joke about the hunter and the grizzly bear, one begins to wonder if Representative
Mulready is doing this for the sport of it.  Representative Mulready was one of the founding members
of the Short Bus Caucus, a group of Republican House members that were running their mouth against
the Tea Party during one of the Republican Caucus meetings.   Here is a link to that May 8th
newsletter where Representative Mulready helped us come up with the name transvestite Republican:  
Transvestite Republicans     
 
So last week Representative Mulready once again shot off his infamous mouth in an email to one of
our allies.  Here is the email:
 
Subject:   Re: A Jerry Springer Batch of Legislators
 
Date:  Fri, 2 Sep 2011 14:25:06 -0500
From:   Glen Mulready
To:  Jim Gxxxx xxxxxxx@cox.net
 
Jim,
I would respectfully suggest to you that your forwarding of this groups "trash" only serves to
undermine your own credibility. 
Hope you are well. 
 

36599

http://t.ymlp187.com/ehjatauemyafauueaaajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ehbafauemyarauueaxajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ehhalauemyagauueaaajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ehwacauemyazauueazajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ehqavauemyatauueanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ehyaaauemyaaauueaxajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ehbafauemyarauueaxajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ewsatauemyadauueadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ewuaoauemyaaauueavajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/eweazauemyagauueafajbju/click.php
mailto:xxxxxxx@cox.net


Best,
 
Glen Mulready
Sent from my iPhone, please pardon any typos. 
 
End quote.
 
When challenged by one of the messages recipients, Representative Glen Mulready had this to say:
 
Quote:
 
“BL,
 
So, "relevant to the topic" from your perspective is someones (Sic) innuendo and rumor tossed around
without any kind of evidence. This is one radical person, with no evidence, throwing things out there
about people he doesn't like....plain and simple. 
 
The bottom line is no different than I tell my young boys daily. Choose your friends wisely...you will
be known by those you hang out with. If you wish to be identified closely with this group, then by all
means, continue to forward their emails. I'm telling you that this is a quick way for you to move you
and your group towards irrelevance by association. 
 
I have a lot more detail about this groups posting of comments and pictures of my family earlier this
year that I could share with you, but will not take the time. 
 
Choose your friends wisely!
 
Best regards,
 
Glen”
 
End quote.  
 
 

 
 
Representative Mulready's purpose in taking the time to respond to B.L. is obvious; to try to drive a
wedge between the Tea Party and the rural interests.
 
If you have taken one of my classes on the Real Nature of Politics, you will recognize the classic
responses regurgitated by Representative Mulready.  He starts by stating that forwarding the Sooner
Tea Party newsletter undermines B.L.’s credibility.  When a politician tells you something, the first
thing you should ask yourself is how it benefits the politician if you believe what he says.  Think about
it, Representative Mulready is not supporting B.L.’s effort so if B.L. was hurting his credibility then
Representative Mulready would just stay silent and let him hang himself.
 
Next Representative Mulready admits that forwarding something is the same as endorsing something.  
Using that logic, he supports  and endorses the House leaders that voted for the transvestite birth
certificate bill, therefore Representative Mulready supports everything else the House leadership stands
for:  allowing illegal immigration, biometrics on our drivers license for future facial recognition
tracking systems, highway cameras  watching car license plates for ticketing those without insurance
(next will be those that are running an expired tag, next are those driving 5 miles over the speed limit),
implementing the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health insurance exchanges (Mulready is heading that
interim study), stopping Open Carry, and stopping all the Tea Party/Constitutional bills that support the
2nd, 4th. 9th, and 10th Amendments.
 
As to the list of immoral legislators cheating on their spouses, multiple sources backed up each
instance of infidelity.   One case was dropped after a Democrat legislator vouched for the legislator
after approaching him on our behalf; five or six others are still under investigation so we did not put
them on the newsletter.  The   Kirby and Osborn affair was checked using both GOP and Democrat
sources.    The Charles Ortega story was confirmed using legislators and local sources, he is the talk of
the town these days… the old goat!  The Lee Denney story was verified using local sources as well as
multiple legislative sources.
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We back up 100% of our info before we use it in the newsletter.   As far as ruining a cheating
legislator’s reputation, they ruined it themselves; we are just spreading the news.   As far as the Sooner
Tea Party’s “agenda”, it is simple, force legislators like Representative Mulready to represent their
constituents instead of ruling over them like they are royalty and to force the legislators to support the
Constitution including the Bill of Rights.  It Representative Mulready needs stepped on to force him to
do right, we have no problem stepping on him.
As to posting his family picture, we took the picture off his campaign website.  If he drags his family
into his campaign to claim family values, then what is wrong with using the picture when
Representative Mulready is going against family values?  We posted his family shot next to a drag
queen smoking a cigarette and asked the readers to see if the two men looked alike and to let us know
if Mulready didn't look like a transvestite....  not as single email came in against the article, people
understood that we were pointing out that Mulready was a hypocrite.
 
Lastly, Representative Mulready talks big about not slandering people and tossing around innuendo
and rumor, yet he doesn’t look into the stories before claiming we are “radical” and are slandering
people.  The difference between Representative Mulready and our group is that we put our info out in
public, Representative Mulready prefers to slink about and whisper lies in private.  And where is
Representative Mulready's outrage over Representative Dan Sullivan's behavior?
 
But the highest nail gets the hammer so Representative Mulready has earned another article in the
newsletter about his character and his refusal to represent the people in his district.  He is an elitist, he
said so at that meeting in May, said that regardless of how the people in his district want him to vote
he is going to vote his way.  I’ve got it on tape, it is going to make a great robo call.
 
Remember always that the Mulreadys of this world believe that the rest of us are sheep to be sheared. 
They stay in power only by dividing any that rise against them.   They are accomplished liars; the most
dangerous of them are the sociopath liars who tend to rise into leadership positions.  They truly believe
they are not lying, from being so wrapped up in their fantasy world and their belief that they are above
everyone else.   

 
  

 
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission Whitewashes

Sullivan Real Estate  Investigation
 
And after all that documentation of the forged document that we looked at last week, what did the
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission do?   They whitewashed the investigation, seizing upon a comment
from Mrs. Sullivan that stated she didn’t know which party altered the document and forged the
initials.   That is the problem with reasonable people, they talk reasonably, and Mrs. Sullivan was just
stating an obvious fact.  Most people would understand that an investigation was required to ascertain
who altered the document and forged the initial.  A bureaucrat on the other hand would jump at the
chance to get this issue off their desk and done with!  All they had to do was question the realtor about
the document and she would have rolled over on either Representative Sullivan or his attorney.
 
Here is the official Investigative Report of the OREC investigator Sherry L. Kueffler.  Look for the file
labeled:
“C-2010-047_Final_(GS )”
 
Here is their contact info:
 
Telephone: (405) 521-3387
Toll Free: 1-866-521-3389

orec.help@orec.ok.gov
 
 

Did Representative Sullivan Lie To
th
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Tulsa Police on September 19  2007?
  

  
  

Two weeks ago we told the story of a terrified woman fleeing her home around 11:30 pm, in her night
clothes, barefoot, not even taking the time to grab her cell phone.  A source claimed that after an
argument over continuing the marriage counseling, Representative Sullivan eyes were so dark with
anger that they  were like "looking at the end of the world”. 
 
 Sources say Mrs. Sullivan fled northeast on I-44 in the early hours of September 19th, so afraid for
her life, so  shocked, so intimidated by her husband’s behavior that she could only think of putting
distance between them.  Remember that reports state that Representative Sullivan had been mixing
prescription medicines, over the counter cold medication, and booze.   Documents and emails show
that he was in dire financial straits, had impregnated a House staffer that worked under him at the
capitol during an illicit and illegal affair, and was becoming increasingly unstable.
 
Mrs. Sullivan could think of only one place to go where her reserve deputy/Judicial Committee
Chairman/Representative husband wouldn’t likely find her, a bed and breakfast place near Grand Lake
that she remembered from a previous trip long ago.   She realized that she couldn’t hope to find a
vacancy at 2:00 or 3:00 am so she parked in the parking lot of the Cherokee Yacht Club near
Ketchum, Oklahoma.  
 
 It wasn’t long before a security guard came over to see why a woman was parked by the lake in the
predawn chill.   Dressed in night clothes, shoeless, and scared, the officer recognized the signs of an
abused woman in need of help.   The officer opened up the lobby and allowed Mrs. Sullivan to wait
inside until daylight, then after telling her the bed and breakfast she was searching for had closed the
previous year, the officer recommended another small business that rented secluded lake cabins.
 
The innkeeper was a woman that had also had experience with abused women in shelters and
immediately recognized the tell tale signs:   no shoes, no luggage, night clothing rather than suitable
attire, a woman clearly frightened that her husband would find her and do harm.  Since Mrs. Sullivan
was still terrified of being found, the innkeeper suggested parking the car away from the cabin,
lessening the chance that Representative Sullivan could track her down.
 
And what was Representative Sullivan doing about this time?  Well, he had gone to work.   Doesn’t
sound like something that a normal husband would do after his wife fled in terror the night before,
most would be out looking for her or calling her friends and family, perhaps even calling the state
police since she was the wife of a legislator.  But not Representative Sullivan, where most of us would
have been worried sick, Representative Sullivan went to work, had lunch, and went home.
 
Finally around 9:30 pm Representative Sullivan reported his wife missing, twenty two hours after she
fled.  Representative Sullivan told the officer of the cell phone left behind, that he had called his
family and friends in an effort to find her, and had looked online to see if she had used her credit cards
or withdrew money from an ATM.   The police report states that Representative Sullivan said that he
didn’t believe that Mrs. Sullivan was suicidal but she had been upset over health issues.  No mention
of the argument that turned physical, no mention of the marriage counseling as a result of
Representative Sullivan’s infidelities, Representative Sullivan chose to lie and say Mrs. Sullivan was
upset over health issues…
 

 Look for the file labeled:    “Missing Person Police Report 9 19 2007”.
 
But much later Representative Sullivan testified under oath as part of the divorce proceedings.  During
his testimony Sullivan denied that he had told the Tulsa Police that Mrs. Sullivan was worried about
her health the night she fled.   In fact Representative Sullivan admitted on the witness stand that
they had had an argument which caused Mrs. Sullivan to flee.  
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“Representative Sullivan Deposition Proving He Lied About The Reason Mrs. Sullivan Fled”
 
Okay, some of you might say, so Representative Sullivan didn’t want to air his dirty laundry.  He told
a little white lie to save face.    If that were all, we wouldn’t be reporting this but what came next is
absolutely chilling.
The missing person report also states:  
 
 “Dan, who is also a TCSO reserve deputy, verified that his only owned weapon was accounted for in
their home.” 
 

Did Representative Sullivan own only one weapon?
 
Representative Sullivan claimed only one gun in his statement to the Tulsa police on the missing
person report.   Here is what Sullivan had in the way of weaponry around that time, many of them left
loaded around the home. 
 
 
  S & W 640-1   CD A6703                  
                                                          
New England Arms  SB4 MAG 10 ga     NE320444 
                                                          
Remington  700 7mm mag            250505                 
Remington  742  30-06 A7371364
                                                          
Remington  Nov-48 20ga  5831524                               
Ruger    super BH 44 81-65581  
                                                           
Remington 1100 20ga       N823401                                                             
Mossberg 590 12ga       p603944                                                              
Glock 21C FLD 346 Returned to Sheriffs dept.    
                      
Ruger Sec, six 357 15347399                            
Colt  AR-15 sport 223  66548 
                                                  
Glock 21C    DSV190US                                          
Glock  27      EVN264US                                          
US CARBINE  M1 30   4242553                                               
Remington 870 12 Y502890                                               
S & W  457  45  
 
I counted 16 guns, not one that he told the Tulsa police officer about. 
 
And here are pictures of the guns that Representative Sullivan denied owning.
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Now many people collect guns, nothing wrong with that.  The problem here is Representative Sullivan
lying.
One can only wonder why Representative Sullivan would lie to a police officer about the number of
weapons he owned.  Was he was covering his tracks in case a body was found and ballistic tests were
run?   What we can be certain of is that Representative Sullivan has no qualms about lying to a police
officer or on the witness stand, if it suits his purpose.   All that remains is to ask why Representative
Sullivan lies.   There are three types of liars:
 
1.Pathological Liar, someone that doesn’t lie purposely, they actually believe that they are telling the
truth.
2.Compulsive Liar, someone that lies out of habit because it feels “right”.
3.Sociopaths, someone that lies incessantly in order to get their way and does so with little concern for
others.
 
Of the three types of liar, I believe that Representative Sullivan better fits the Sociopath model better
than any other. link to list of traits of sociopaths.
 

 
Yes, this was a messy divorce! But if character matters, something that the country forgot when they
elected Bill Clinton, and if past behavior is indicative of future behavior, do we dare allow
Representative Sullivan to walk away from his behavior and crimes without penalty?  Do we dare
allow the other 148 legislators think that if Representative Sullivan got away with it, that they can get
away with it?
 
Here is the contact info for the Speaker of the House, Kris Steele and for the GRDA, who is
considering Representative Sullivan for the top CEO position.  Please call them and give them your
opinion on this matter.
.
 
Kris Steele:    (405) 557-7345       krissteele@okhouse.gov
 
GRDA            (918) 256-5545      Michael Kiefner, interim CEO 
 
Oh, and what happened to Mrs. Sullivan?  Her brother and her sister in law found her on Thursday,
two days after she had gone missing.  They had gone online to the Pike Pass website and found the
Vinita exit charge, then cruised around till one of them spotted her car. 
 
 Representative Sullivan never went looking for her.
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Obama Administration Exporting American Jobs 
DOJ Advises Gibson Guitar to Export Labor to Madagascar

 
This story has been in the woodworking journals for some time.   Gibson Guitar was raided in  2009
and despite their exotic woods coming from certified importers, millions of dollars worth of lumber 
and finished guitars were confiscated.   Their competitors, Martin Guitar and Fender Guitar, use the
same importer but they haven’t been raided, likely due to the owner of Martin Guitar being an Obama
donor and both companies not having the  deep pockets that Gibson Guitar posesses.   Despite
obtaining letters from the Madagascar government stating that  the wood in question was exported
legally, the Obama administration contends that the wood was imported in violation of Madagascar law
(not U.S. law!).
 
The wood the Government seized on August 24 is from a Forest Stewardship Council certified supplier
and is FSC Controlled, meaning that the wood complies with the standards of the Forest Stewardship
Council, which is an industry-recognized and independent, not-for-profit organization established to
promote responsible management of the world’s forests.   I’ve seen articles in the wood working
journals about Gibson Guitar’s commitment to the Forest Stewardship Council program.
 
The Obama administration contends that only finished wood products are allowed to be exported from
Madagascar and have told the Gibson Guitar company that all of this would go away if they moved
production into the country that exported the exotic woods.  Gibson is one of those rare companies that
has been able to keep ahead of foreign imports by focusing on top quality products, keeping hundreds
of jobs right here in the U.S.
 
I firmly believe that there is no such thing as a crazy person or a crazy law.   Most alleged insanity
usually looks reasonable once viewed from the correct angle.  If one believes the Cloward-Pivens
strategy is behind the Obama administration wanting to close down an American factory and send the
jobs to Madagascar, then this story begins to make perfect sense.
 
I am a former employer.   I’ve owned furniture factories and cabinet shops over the years, employing
from a few to over 40 employees.   My current shop was built to employ ten employees but the most
employees we could ever amass at once was eight.   The restriction was finding someone willing to
actually show up for work, and then once there, be willing to put in a productive eight hour day putting
out quality work.   Once people stuck around long enough to pick up the skills required to work
efficiently, they could earn as much as $15.00 per hour.  Not enough, I know, but with the other
cabinet shops employing illegal workers at $7.00 to $8.00 per hour, that was the best we could pay.  
The wood working industry has always had wages up to 60% less than other manufacturing industries,
the low barrier of entry for new shops  has always caused professional shops to compete with those
working in their garages or working on site to build cabinets, with the low overhead giving the
unprofessional shops a large advantage.
 
Low wages in itself isn’t 100% of the problem.   Once people figure out how to play the system, they
don’t need to work for low wages if they use Section 8 housing, free medical care at the emergency
room, food stamps, and the other welfare programs.  So companies like Gibson are hit with both low
price foreign competition and finding workers with enough self esteem that they are willing to work
rather than sit on the government dole.  And then the Obama administration wants to shut them down
and ship the jobs overseas.
 
I started winding down the number of employees I worked years ago.  When the internet age came
upon us it was obvious that if your quality was not the best, it mattered not what price range you were
in, unhappy customers would post bad references about your company online for all to see.  I’ve seen

36605

http://t.ymlp187.com/ewwaiauemyagauueakajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ewqaiauemyavauueacajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/ewqaiauemyavauueacajbju/click.php


comments where people talked about the price of a set of cabinets being the only standard toward
choosing a company because they could always demand quality.  Well, cabinets are like any other
product, you get what you pay for, all that type of customer can do is set themselves up for problems.  
So I decided to avoid the low end of the market, focusing on the upper end where one could charge
enough to do top notch work and avoid the bad reviews.  That meant that I could afford to hire only
the best workers, because the old system of bringing in a new hand and absorbing the cost reworking
his mistakes wasn’t possible anymore.
 
If a manufacture can manage to get past the foreign competition and the lack of work ethic in the
majority of the workers in the lower pay scales, then government regulation is still there to cause
problems.   It was bad enough back in the mid eighties when I had over 40 workers on my payroll,
with untold dozens more producing materials, supplies, or components for my factory.  It is ten times
worse these days as Gibson Guitar is finding out.
 
 

 
 
So like John Galt in Atlas Shrugged, I went on strike.   Now I work no employees, just do what I can
do by myself and I’ve found I make more than I did with eight employees even carrying the enormous
overhead of a 10,000 square foot shop.    This strategy is the only safe way to survive in business these
days unless you have a very profitable business and can just burn money to solve problems.  One
wonders how much of the current 9% unemployment and the enormous under employment is due to
capitalist like myself just refusing to play the game.
 

 
Is  The OBAMA REGIME ARMING U.S. STREET GANGS VIA ATF?

Indiana Gun Sales Draw Scrutiny
 
A few months back the ATF got caught letting weapons get smuggled into Mexico.   Allegedly part of
a sting operation to catch gun shops selling to buyers that weren’t legally able to purchase guns, they
termed it “gun walking” and as it turned out besides Mexico and Honduras, the ATF might be doing
this all over our country.   The article at this link  raises the question:  Is Obama arming the gangs and
Muslims using the ATF?   The story below talks about an Indiana gun walking scheme sanctioned by
the ATF.
 
Full story at Sipsey Street Irregulars 
 

BBQ Fund Raiser Set For Rep John Bennett September 15th
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Don't forget about the John Bennett fund raiser at Sallisaw at the county fair barn at Redwood and
Shirley on Thursday night, the 15th of Sept. @6:00 pm .   I'll be doing some grassroots training after
the meal. The Bar B Q is free, but please contribute to the re-election campaign funds of Senator Mark
Allen and Rep. John Bennett.  Door prizes, silent auction, and donation jars will be at the door.  There
will be a live band, "War Pony", playing as well.
 
Also remember about the ArmesControl.Com trip on Saturday.  Meet at the
Newcastle Gaming Center before 7:00 am or call me before 9:00 am if you are
meeting us in Lawton.  Cell phone reception is spotty down South so call before
we get into the area!
 
 
 
 
If you forward this email be sure and take out the unsubscribe link before you send it to your friends.  
Click on the forward button, then scroll down to where the unsubscribe link is at the very bottom of the
email.  Highlight and it and delete, then it is safe to send.  If you forward this without deleting the
unsubscribe link, any person that unsubscribes will remove your email address from our data base.
 
  
 

 Remember that we meet each and every Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at The
Carpenter Shop, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK   call 405-412-6233 if you need
directions.  We work at the meetings, not talk.  Come help take your country back.
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country. 
 

 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Anti-health care exchanges- media
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:35:08 PM

Thanks 
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 06:17 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Anti-health care exchanges- media 
 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/NullifyObamacareOK
 
Also Eddie Huff on KFAQ this morning told listeners that if they want to stop the federal exchange in OK, to call the Governor's office.
 
I have 2 events tomorrow morning/noon, so I'll check messages tonight at the office and let you know what/how many I have esp re:
health care exchanges.
 
FYI.
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa  Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite  304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Anti-health care exchanges- media
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:43:30 PM

3 calls.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa  Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite  304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:35 PM
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Anti-health care exchanges- media

Thanks 
 

From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 06:17 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Anti-health care exchanges- media 
 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/NullifyObamacareOK
 
Also Eddie Huff on KFAQ this morning told listeners that if they want to stop the federal exchange in OK, to call the Governor's office.
 
I have 2 events tomorrow morning/noon, so I'll check messages tonight at the office and let you know what/how many I have esp re:
health care exchanges.
 
FYI.
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa  Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite  304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "smurphy@ap.org"
Subject: Re: AP emails
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:23:54 PM

Yes. No announcement likely tomorrow 
 
From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: AP emails 
 
You expect a delay now that the feds are giving you until Dec. 14?
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:09 PM
To: Murphy, Sean
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: RE: AP emails
 
Got it, thanks
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: AP emails
 
Alex:
Since I may be out of the office when the health insurance exchange decision is handed down
tomorrow, could you please make sure these emails are on your press distribution list:
 
apoklahoma@ap.org (general newsroom email)
jzeman@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Jill Zeman Bleed)
kamiller@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Ken Miller)
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Thanks,
Sean
 
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]

 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Murphy, Sean
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill ; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: RE: AP emails
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:08:00 PM

Got it, thanks
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: AP emails
 
Alex:
Since I may be out of the office when the health insurance exchange decision is handed down
tomorrow, could you please make sure these emails are on your press distribution list:
 
apoklahoma@ap.org (general newsroom email)
jzeman@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Jill Zeman Bleed)
kamiller@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Ken Miller)
 
Thanks,
Sean
 
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
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and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]

 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "smurphy@ap.org"
Subject: Re: AP emails
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:26:35 PM

Actually im sorry for the confusion. The feds have declared a delay; it is uncertain whether or not we
will still have an announcement tomorrow. 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 06:23 PM
To: 'smurphy@ap.org' <smurphy@ap.org> 
Subject: Re: AP emails 
 
Yes. No announcement likely tomorrow 
 
From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: AP emails 
 
You expect a delay now that the feds are giving you until Dec. 14?
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:09 PM
To: Murphy, Sean
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: RE: AP emails
 
Got it, thanks
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: AP emails
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Alex:
Since I may be out of the office when the health insurance exchange decision is handed down
tomorrow, could you please make sure these emails are on your press distribution list:
 
apoklahoma@ap.org (general newsroom email)
jzeman@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Jill Zeman Bleed)
kamiller@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Ken Miller)
 
Thanks,
Sean
 
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]

 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: AP emails
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:12:00 PM

done
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:09 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: AP emails
 
Can u make sure all these guys are on our distribution list?
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: AP emails
 
Alex:
Since I may be out of the office when the health insurance exchange decision is handed down
tomorrow, could you please make sure these emails are on your press distribution list:
 
apoklahoma@ap.org (general newsroom email)
jzeman@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Jill Zeman Bleed)
kamiller@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Ken Miller)
 
Thanks,
Sean
 
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
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405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org
www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]

 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: appears no SCOTUS decision today on Obamacare
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 10:13:56 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Thx 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: appears no SCOTUS decision today on Obamacare 
 
Looks like it wasn’t in the list of opinions released this morning.  Next possible day is
Thursday.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

36618

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor



From: Tammie Wright
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:23:00 AM

That’d be great! Count me in if I have enough money that week. I’m on a tight budget.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
I appreciate YOU … real soon, I want to plan another FRIDAY lunch w/ everyone so we can all say, HI,

get hugs, etc

 
From: Tammie Wright [mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:20 AM
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
No worries. It all worked out fine. J
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:14 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
Tammie, please forgive me for not emailing the original email to YOU … my brain must have been in

my pocket
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Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
 
 
 

From: Tammie Wright [mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:35 AM
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Hi Sharon,
 
Governor Fallin regrets that she already has prior commitments during the times that Mr.
Domenech  and Mr. Antekier will be sharing information on the HealthCare Exchanges. However,
we are going to try to have someone on staff attend the OCPA noon meeting on the 8th at
Italiano’s.
 
Hope all is well!
 
Thanks!
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
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recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:19:00 AM

No worries. It all worked out fine. J
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:14 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
Tammie, please forgive me for not emailing the original email to YOU … my brain must have been in

my pocket

 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
 
 
 

From: Tammie Wright [mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:35 AM
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Hi Sharon,
 
Governor Fallin regrets that she already has prior commitments during the times that Mr.
Domenech  and Mr. Antekier will be sharing information on the HealthCare Exchanges. However,
we are going to try to have someone on staff attend the OCPA noon meeting on the 8th at
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Italiano’s.
 
Hope all is well!
 
Thanks!
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:28:00 PM

We get paid bimonthly. So, my payday would fall on March 9th. Would that be a good day for
you?
 
You can send it to Patti, Dorynda, Sherri… can you think of anymore? Laurie? I’m sure she would
like to go, too. Her email address is
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:58 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
LET’S SET IT FOR 3/2 (right after payday!)  … if that is good w/ you, I’ll send an email,
you, too … WHERE???
 
From: Tammie Wright [mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
That’d be great! Count me in if I have enough money that week. I’m on a tight budget.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
I appreciate YOU … real soon, I want to plan another FRIDAY lunch w/ everyone so we can all say, HI,

get hugs, etc
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From: Tammie Wright [mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:20 AM
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
No worries. It all worked out fine. J
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:14 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
 
Tammie, please forgive me for not emailing the original email to YOU … my brain must have been in

my pocket

 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
 
 
 

From: Tammie Wright [mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:35 AM
To: Sharon Brown
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Hi Sharon,
 
Governor Fallin regrets that she already has prior commitments during the times that Mr.
Domenech  and Mr. Antekier will be sharing information on the HealthCare Exchanges. However,
we are going to try to have someone on staff attend the OCPA noon meeting on the 8th at
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Italiano’s.
 
Hope all is well!
 
Thanks!
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:06:00 AM

This is the first I’ve seen of this request and yeah, those times won’t work. Let Rep. Key know
she’s not available?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 9:09 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Appointment with the Governor
 
Have we replied yet? I don’t think she can do any of those times…
 

From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Rep. Key is requesting an appointment with Governor Fallin on either February 7th or 8th  to
introduce Mr. Benjamin Domenech and Kendal Antekier of The Heartland Institute, and discuss
HealthCare Exchanges.  Mr. Domenech and Ms. Antekier will be in the state to share expertise on
this subject.   The dates and times they are sharing the information is listed below:

Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
Please advise if Governor Fallin has time in her schedule. 
 
Information about The Heartland Institute and Mr. Domench is listed below:
Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland
Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal
Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-
old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower
people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market
solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public
policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state
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elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business
leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and
professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials
currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local
elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials
read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication
changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual
budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding.
Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on
national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter for U.S.
Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with
Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture,
published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing,
where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports.
He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site,
and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the
marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in
2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the
Constitution.
 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
Chair, Insurance Committee
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
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recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Article for the governor
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57:00 AM

Hard copy is good.  Thanks.

 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Article for the governor
 
Does this work?
 
You want me to take her a hard copy or just bullet some of the info in here and email her?
 
 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/beltway/2012/04/02/there-is-no-obamacare-tax-on-most-home-sales-
really/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:16:00 PM

yes
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
 
Are you going to be on the call?
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:18 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
 
All- for today’s  staff call at 4:30 PM EST—please find attached:
 

1.        Agenda
2.        Medicaid overview
3.        Medicaid overview from Politico, attached and

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77945.html
 
More information will be provided as we complete analysis.
 
Reminder, our governors will discuss all of this on their governors-only call on 7/3. Information was
forwarded earlier this week to you and your schedulers. 
 
-mts
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
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To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.    access code 

2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
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under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the
unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
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The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to
strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:55:11 PM

Ok, thanks!

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:54 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general

Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(

Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Steve and Rebecca,
>
> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
> Subject: Attorney general
>
>
>
> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>
> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>
> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:54:29 PM

Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(

Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Steve and Rebecca,
>
> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
> Subject: Attorney general
>
>
>
> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>
> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>
> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:42:45 PM

Steve and Rebecca,

Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Attorney general

Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a decision...

Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...

Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope, but
only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world will
be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:42:44 PM

Steve and Rebecca,

Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Attorney general

Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a decision...

Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...

Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope, but
only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world will
be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:55:12 PM

Ok, thanks!

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:54 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general

Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(

Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Steve and Rebecca,
>
> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
> Subject: Attorney general
>
>
>
> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>
> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>
> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Background material for Newsmax interview tomorrow
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 5:17:49 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Thanks for getting that done. Does she have stuff for the guymon show? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 05:15 PM
To: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Mary Fallin 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: Background material for Newsmax interview tomorrow 
 
Governor,
 
I’ve sent a copy of this to the Mansion to be printed out for you.  Below is the background
material for your interview tomorrow afternoon with Newsmax.  Let us know if you have
questions.  Thanks.
 
 
 

Interview with NewsMax
3 – 4 p.m. Wednesday, July 25

Blue Room
 
Prepared by Aaron 522-8878
 
You will sit for a 10 minute videotaped interview with Newsmax; it is
suggested your responses be brief (1-2 minute clips) so that it makes for good
clips on the Web
 
Newsmax is sending a local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the
Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell speakerphone; the
Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they
did over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it
appear like a satellite interview; they have done this with several conservative
leaders from DC and have sent us an example with US Sen. Rob Portman (it
looked good)
 
Kathleen Walter of Newsmax will be interviewing you
 
FYI – I have sent them information on the CNG initiative and they said they
will ask about it during the interview
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About Newsmax
 
Newsmax is a leading, national conservative Web site.  It’s reach is up to 10
million and it also maintains a vast e-mail list (4.4 million) and will send your
interview out to the list.  Newsmax also publishes, TALKER magazine, which
many conservative radio talk show hosts us for topics.  In the recent past,
Newsmax has hosted Mitt Romney, John Boehner, Sarah Palin, Bill O’Reilly,
and Donald Trump, among many others.  Every single GOP presidential
candidate has done a full interview with Newsmax TV. 
 

 
Oklahoma Economy is Strong

•                     Oklahoma’s unemployment rate is 4.7 percent, third lowest in the
country
o   All 77 counties have seen a reduction in unemployment

•                     #1 in Manufacturing Job Growth:
•                     # 3 in overall job growth
•                     #4 in growth of per capita income
•                     Recently, a national survey of small business owners ranked

Oklahoma the third-best state for small business creation.
o   Our state received an A or A+ for things like ease of starting a

small business, cost of hiring a new employee, friendliness of
regulations and tax code.

 
Revenue Outlook:
 
Sales tax revenue climbed by 13.1 percent in June over the previous year as
Oklahoma closed out Fiscal Year 2012 collections to the General Revenue
Fund with enough money to make a record $306.8 million deposit into the
state’s Rainy Day Fund.
 
Latest report shows FY-2012 collections to the General Revenue Fund totaled
$5.543 billion. This amount was $405.3 million and 7.9 percent above
collections for FY-2011 and $306.8 million, or 5.9 percent above the estimate
for FY-2012.
 
Since January 2011, Oklahoma has had positive growth over the prior year in
16 out of 18 months; additionally, we’ve had double-digit growth in 10
months during that time period.
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Rainy Day Fund:  approximately $556 million (had approximately $2 when
GMF first took office)
 

 
Topics from Newsmax
 
The 2012 election

·        It’s important to elect someone who can fix our economic woes, who is
committed to reigning-in government spending, and who will stand up
and stop federal overreach

The role Oklahoma will play in the election
·        Oklahoma will go solidly for Mitt Romney
·        Not a single county voted for President Obama in 2008
·        I will be helping the campaign in any capacity I can
·        Our electoral impact may be small, but Oklahoma is a great example of

how conservative, limited government policies can create the type of
environment for economic growth and job creation

The state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans
·        Things are tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; there is

uncertainty in the markets and from business owners and industry on a
variety of issues, including out-of-control federal spending, policies like
the federal health care bill

·        All of those things can have a trickle-down effect, but Oklahoma is
fortunate to be doing well; most recent data shows Oklahoma with the
third-lowest unemployment rate at 4.7 percent

·        Again, we’re an example for other states – and Washington DC frankly
– of the positive impact that limited government, fiscally conservative,
pro-growth policies can have on the economy
 

Obamacare’s impact on states
·        It’s estimated in Oklahoma, expanding Medicaid would cost our state at

least $500 million
·        The promise was lowered costs, but we know in Oklahoma the federal

health care bill won’t lower costs
·        The answer is not a one-size-fits all policy from Washington, but to let

the states be the laboratories of democracy and find their own health
care solutions – through competition, choice and innovation – that will
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solve their individual health care needs

The encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds
·        The federal health care bill and the expansion of Medicaid is probably

the most egregiouis example of encroachment on states’ rights
·        Thankfully, even though they didn’t overturn the entire bill, the

Supreme Court ruled the Medicaid expansion unconstitutional
·        Through agencies like the EPA, the administration is trampling on

states’ rights in areas like energy regulation; the states are the most
knowledgeable and well equipped to regulate

·        That’s why it’s important we elect someone who respects states rights
and will work to reign-in federal overreach.

Automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including
Oklahoma

·        Oklahoma is a leader in aerospace and defense
·        The automatic cuts that could come from “sequestration” could mean a

loss of up to 16,000 jobs in Oklahoma
·        We’re hopeful that Washington can provide leadership and can come to

an agreement that controls spending without harmful effects on our
economy

Austerity measures imposed by other governors
·        In other states, we’re seeing governor’s raising taxes and other

governor’s are cutting services to make up dramatic budget deficits  -
neither of which are good for economic growth

·        Oklahoma is fortunate to have a balanced budget and we’ve been
fiscally responsible in our state spending

o   In fact, when I took office - $2 in our “Rainy Day Fund” and last
month the balance was more than $550 million – thanks to our
great growth and revenue reports

·        We’re focusing on creating the best business environment possible in
Oklahoma, by “right-sizing” government, looking at tax reform,
education reform and workforce development

·        All of these pro-growth reforms are building an environment where
business will want to relocate.

·        I regularly meet with CEOs and share with them the “Oklahoma story”
and how we’re an example of how conservative, limited government
policies can work to grow the economy

o   It’s working, most recently international aerospace company
announced it was opening a manufacturing facility in Oklahoma
that will mean about 600 new jobs
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______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Background material for Newsmax interview tomorrow
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 5:32:10 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Yes
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 05:17 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Re: Background material for Newsmax interview tomorrow 
 
Thanks for getting that done. Does she have stuff for the guymon show? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 05:15 PM
To: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Mary Fallin 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: Background material for Newsmax interview tomorrow 
 
Governor,
 
I’ve sent a copy of this to the Mansion to be printed out for you.  Below is the background
material for your interview tomorrow afternoon with Newsmax.  Let us know if you have
questions.  Thanks.
 
 
 

Interview with NewsMax
3 – 4 p.m. Wednesday, July 25

Blue Room
 
Prepared by Aaron 522-8878
 
You will sit for a 10 minute videotaped interview with Newsmax; it is
suggested your responses be brief (1-2 minute clips) so that it makes for good
clips on the Web
 
Newsmax is sending a local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the
Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell speakerphone; the
Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they
did over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it
appear like a satellite interview; they have done this with several conservative
leaders from DC and have sent us an example with US Sen. Rob Portman (it
looked good)
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Kathleen Walter of Newsmax will be interviewing you
 
FYI – I have sent them information on the CNG initiative and they said they
will ask about it during the interview
 
About Newsmax
 
Newsmax is a leading, national conservative Web site.  It’s reach is up to 10
million and it also maintains a vast e-mail list (4.4 million) and will send your
interview out to the list.  Newsmax also publishes, TALKER magazine, which
many conservative radio talk show hosts us for topics.  In the recent past,
Newsmax has hosted Mitt Romney, John Boehner, Sarah Palin, Bill O’Reilly,
and Donald Trump, among many others.  Every single GOP presidential
candidate has done a full interview with Newsmax TV. 
 

 
Oklahoma Economy is Strong

•                     Oklahoma’s unemployment rate is 4.7 percent, third lowest in the
country
o   All 77 counties have seen a reduction in unemployment

•                     #1 in Manufacturing Job Growth:
•                     # 3 in overall job growth
•                     #4 in growth of per capita income
•                     Recently, a national survey of small business owners ranked

Oklahoma the third-best state for small business creation.
o   Our state received an A or A+ for things like ease of starting a

small business, cost of hiring a new employee, friendliness of
regulations and tax code.

 
Revenue Outlook:
 
Sales tax revenue climbed by 13.1 percent in June over the previous year as
Oklahoma closed out Fiscal Year 2012 collections to the General Revenue
Fund with enough money to make a record $306.8 million deposit into the
state’s Rainy Day Fund.
 
Latest report shows FY-2012 collections to the General Revenue Fund totaled
$5.543 billion. This amount was $405.3 million and 7.9 percent above
collections for FY-2011 and $306.8 million, or 5.9 percent above the estimate
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for FY-2012.
 
Since January 2011, Oklahoma has had positive growth over the prior year in
16 out of 18 months; additionally, we’ve had double-digit growth in 10
months during that time period.
 
Rainy Day Fund:  approximately $556 million (had approximately $2 when
GMF first took office)
 

 
Topics from Newsmax
 
The 2012 election

·        It’s important to elect someone who can fix our economic woes, who is
committed to reigning-in government spending, and who will stand up
and stop federal overreach

The role Oklahoma will play in the election
·        Oklahoma will go solidly for Mitt Romney
·        Not a single county voted for President Obama in 2008
·        I will be helping the campaign in any capacity I can
·        Our electoral impact may be small, but Oklahoma is a great example of

how conservative, limited government policies can create the type of
environment for economic growth and job creation

The state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans
·        Things are tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; there is

uncertainty in the markets and from business owners and industry on a
variety of issues, including out-of-control federal spending, policies like
the federal health care bill

·        All of those things can have a trickle-down effect, but Oklahoma is
fortunate to be doing well; most recent data shows Oklahoma with the
third-lowest unemployment rate at 4.7 percent

·        Again, we’re an example for other states – and Washington DC frankly
– of the positive impact that limited government, fiscally conservative,
pro-growth policies can have on the economy
 

Obamacare’s impact on states
·        It’s estimated in Oklahoma, expanding Medicaid would cost our state at

least $500 million
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·        The promise was lowered costs, but we know in Oklahoma the federal
health care bill won’t lower costs

·        The answer is not a one-size-fits all policy from Washington, but to let
the states be the laboratories of democracy and find their own health
care solutions – through competition, choice and innovation – that will
solve their individual health care needs

The encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds
·        The federal health care bill and the expansion of Medicaid is probably

the most egregiouis example of encroachment on states’ rights
·        Thankfully, even though they didn’t overturn the entire bill, the

Supreme Court ruled the Medicaid expansion unconstitutional
·        Through agencies like the EPA, the administration is trampling on

states’ rights in areas like energy regulation; the states are the most
knowledgeable and well equipped to regulate

·        That’s why it’s important we elect someone who respects states rights
and will work to reign-in federal overreach.

Automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including
Oklahoma

·        Oklahoma is a leader in aerospace and defense
·        The automatic cuts that could come from “sequestration” could mean a

loss of up to 16,000 jobs in Oklahoma
·        We’re hopeful that Washington can provide leadership and can come to

an agreement that controls spending without harmful effects on our
economy

Austerity measures imposed by other governors
·        In other states, we’re seeing governor’s raising taxes and other

governor’s are cutting services to make up dramatic budget deficits  -
neither of which are good for economic growth

·        Oklahoma is fortunate to have a balanced budget and we’ve been
fiscally responsible in our state spending

o   In fact, when I took office - $2 in our “Rainy Day Fund” and last
month the balance was more than $550 million – thanks to our
great growth and revenue reports

·        We’re focusing on creating the best business environment possible in
Oklahoma, by “right-sizing” government, looking at tax reform,
education reform and workforce development

·        All of these pro-growth reforms are building an environment where
business will want to relocate.

·        I regularly meet with CEOs and share with them the “Oklahoma story”
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and how we’re an example of how conservative, limited government
policies can work to grow the economy

o   It’s working, most recently international aerospace company
announced it was opening a manufacturing facility in Oklahoma
that will mean about 600 new jobs

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "garybanz@okhouse.gov"
Subject: Re: Banz call this P.M.
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:33:18 PM

Thank you! Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Gary Banz [mailto:garybanz@okhouse.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 05:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Banz call this P.M.

Katie,
Read Michael F. Cannon, Cato Institute, National Review Online, "Obamacare is still Vulnerable"
This is what was discussed on the HHS ALEC conference call yesterday.  GWB
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally
privileged, and exempt from disclosure under law. It is intended
solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is
unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken
in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful.

The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail
transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability
for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible
computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its
attachments,
and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Bcbs mtg
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:18:00 PM

Okay. If we see anything come through, we'll let her know.

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:15 PM
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Bcbs mtg

In light of the recent supreme court decision on obamacare, katie needs to be informed of any meeting
related to healthcare regardless of where it is taking place. Doesn't mean she's going, but that's the
best way to keep her in the loop

----- Original Message -----
From: Dana Wolpert
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 03:12 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Bcbs mtg

Will Katie be at State of the State too? They are asking who from staff will attend.

Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Bcbs mtg

Please add katie to that meeting in tulsa
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: bill summary
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:29:00 PM

She read this point.  Can/should I include it?
 
In order to avoid the establishment of a federal exchange, the Network shall have the minimum
authority under state law that is necessary to implement its purposes.  Funding for the Network
shall come from state and private sources.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:25 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: bill summary
 
Needs to say Health Insurance Network WILL build on that important step
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:18 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: bill summary 
 
This look OK?
 
 

Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network
 
The governor and legislative leaders have made it very clear in the legislative
language establishing the Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network what
Oklahoma will and will not do, which has been the message from the
beginning.  This will be an Oklahoma plan with Oklahoma values.
 
Oklahoma already was on the path to developing a health insurance exchange
before the president’s federal health care bill was ever put into place and the
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network building on that important step in
increasing health insurance access, choice and competition for the citizens of
Oklahoma.
 

·        Creates a public trust governed by a board with a majority membership
of private sector stakeholders including representatives from health
insurance carriers, agents, providers, employer groups and consumers.

·        Will facilitate access to health insurance and enhance competition,

36652

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


create choice and portability by allowing individuals and small business
groups to use pre-tax dollars toward the purchase of health insurance.

·        Would allow employers to offer a defined contribution for employees to
purchase their own health insurance

·        No qualified health insurance carrier in good standing will be denied the
ability to participate.

·        The Network will be funded with state and private dollars.

 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: bill summary
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:26:00 PM

Aye caramba.  Thanks.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:25 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: bill summary
 
Needs to say Health Insurance Network WILL build on that important step
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:18 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: bill summary 
 
This look OK?
 
 

Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network
 
The governor and legislative leaders have made it very clear in the legislative
language establishing the Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network what
Oklahoma will and will not do, which has been the message from the
beginning.  This will be an Oklahoma plan with Oklahoma values.
 
Oklahoma already was on the path to developing a health insurance exchange
before the president’s federal health care bill was ever put into place and the
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network building on that important step in
increasing health insurance access, choice and competition for the citizens of
Oklahoma.
 

·        Creates a public trust governed by a board with a majority membership
of private sector stakeholders including representatives from health
insurance carriers, agents, providers, employer groups and consumers.

·        Will facilitate access to health insurance and enhance competition,
create choice and portability by allowing individuals and small business
groups to use pre-tax dollars toward the purchase of health insurance.
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· Would allow employers to offer a defined contribution for employees to
purchase their own health insurance

·        No qualified health insurance carrier in good standing will be denied the
ability to participate.

·        The Network will be funded with state and private dollars.

 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: bill summary
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:30:00 PM

OK.  Will send that summary with the correction.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:30 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: bill summary
 
No
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:29 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: bill summary 
 
She read this point.  Can/should I include it?
 
In order to avoid the establishment of a federal exchange, the Network shall have the minimum
authority under state law that is necessary to implement its purposes.  Funding for the Network
shall come from state and private sources.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:25 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: bill summary
 
Needs to say Health Insurance Network WILL build on that important step
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:18 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: bill summary 
 
This look OK?
 
 

Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network
 
The governor and legislative leaders have made it very clear in the legislative
language establishing the Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network what
Oklahoma will and will not do, which has been the message from the
beginning.  This will be an Oklahoma plan with Oklahoma values.
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Oklahoma already was on the path to developing a health insurance exchange
before the president’s federal health care bill was ever put into place and the
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network building on that important step in
increasing health insurance access, choice and competition for the citizens of
Oklahoma.
 

·        Creates a public trust governed by a board with a majority membership
of private sector stakeholders including representatives from health
insurance carriers, agents, providers, employer groups and consumers.

·        Will facilitate access to health insurance and enhance competition,
create choice and portability by allowing individuals and small business
groups to use pre-tax dollars toward the purchase of health insurance.

·        Would allow employers to offer a defined contribution for employees to
purchase their own health insurance

·        No qualified health insurance carrier in good standing will be denied the
ability to participate.

·        The Network will be funded with state and private dollars.

 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Bloomberg tv
Date: Sunday, February 26, 2012 11:48:08 AM

Great! Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2012 10:21 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Bloomberg tv

Also caught her for a quick on camera. I didn't hear all of it but I know obamacare and economy
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Bloomberg tv
Date: Sunday, February 26, 2012 11:49:04 AM

Saw national journal asked her about personhood bill. Headline was she is taking a "Wait and see"
approach. Guess there's not much more to say than that

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2012 10:21 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Bloomberg tv

Also caught her for a quick on camera. I didn't hear all of it but I know obamacare and economy
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: calendar addition
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 11:06:00 AM

GMF will record two, eight-minute segments for this Sunday’s show. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 10:27 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: calendar addition
 
Friday, 2pm
Taping Flashpoint at KFOR
KFOR Studios, 444 E. Britton Rd. Oklahoma City, OK 73114
Studio main #:  (405) 424-4444
Topics:  lawsuit reform, aerospace engineers tax credit, education reforms headed to gov’s desk. 
Also, will probably want to talk about health insurance exchanges
Told them we need to be out the door by 2:45 pm
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Can u call
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:23:00 AM

calling

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:13 AM
To: AJ Mallory
Subject: Can u call

Senator elect Ron sharp 

I was supposed to meet and give him a check but i need to stay and deal with obamacare stuff...
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: can you proofread and send - include copy of letter
Date: Friday, February 11, 2011 3:16:00 PM

Do you think RGA already has the new letter with GMF’s signature on it?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 3:00 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: can you proofread and send - include copy of letter
 

Governor Mary Fallin Joins GOP Governors Seeking
Expedited Court Review of Federal Health Care Bill

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other
Republican governors who earlier sent a letter to President Obama asking him to direct the
Justice Department to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the
federal health care bill. The Republican Governor’s Association will now resubmit the letter
to the White House with Fallin’s signature. Fallin had been waiting to sign the letter until
concerns over the legal implications to Oklahoma’s separate lawsuit challenging the
president’s health care law had been resolved.
 
“The federal health care reform law is unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” said
Fallin. “My goal has always been to pursue the most effective challenge to the law so it can
be overturned and replaced.
 
“After consulting with my attorney general, I have determined that fast-tracking the other
legal challenges to the health care law will not negatively impact Oklahoma’s own lawsuit. I
certainly continue to support the other states that are challenging the unconstitutional and
economically damaging federal health care bill and I am happy to join the other governors
seeking an expedited track to the Supreme Court.”
 
The letter states, in part: “Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that
our states and the private sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years, 
particularly during this unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a
final resolution of the litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure
years of litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide
finality.  This resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking
potentially unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health
care providers, and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all
or part of the law will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 
 
A complete copy of the letter is attached.
 
 
 
 

###
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Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 12:27:02 PM

Money

 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:29 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Fw: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting 
 

 
From: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange [mailto:InsuranceExchange@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:14 AM
Subject: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting 
 
CANCELLED -  OHX STAKEHOLDER MEETING:  Friday, April, 29, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.
 
Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Regretfully, we must advise you of the cancelation of the April 29th Stakeholder and Governance
work group meetings in Tulsa as several key stakeholders had scheduling conflicts that can not be
resolved.  Please be advised, however, that our regularly scheduled workgroup meetings and
planning efforts continue.
 
We appreciate the time and energy you are devoting to this worthwhile effort.  Your participation
is vital to the process of creating greater access to health insurance for more Oklahomans.
 
You will receive additional communications regarding the scheduling of our next Stakeholder
meeting.  We look forward to our continued discussions and to discovering local solutions to reduce
the number of uninsured persons in Oklahoma by increasing the availability of affordable, quality
health insurance. 
 
Respectfully,
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: channel 4
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:37:00 PM

I’m just going to refer them to the statement. they were at the presser, or should have been, and
every other channel will shit a brick if channel 4 gets a one on one
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:33 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: channel 4
 
Just depends on what she's doing tonight and how stressed she will be in preparation...

On Nov 19, 2012, at 4:14 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Wants on-camera regarding PPACA decision. I am up for it but I can refer to the
statement if you would prefer that. Just let me know. thanks
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

36665

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tom Hockaday
Subject: RE: Checking in on next Transition email
Date: Wednesday, January 05, 2011 1:59:00 PM

OK.  That’s what I have so far and a news item from December about the Virginia federal judge
ruling sections of Obamacare were unconstitutional.
 
 
 

From: Tom Hockaday [mailto:t_hockaday ] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 05, 2011 1:59 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Checking in on next Transition email
 
I think we could do brief announcement of new appointments and possibly link to place on
website where all are listed. Denise mentioned doing a "recap" so think that is what she
means
 
TH

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 5, 2011, at 1:33 PM, Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@Govelect.ok.gov> wrote:

I’ll check, but Friday should be fine.
 
We’ve been backlogged on our announcements for a variety of reasons so we haven’t
made public all the announcements we told you about earlier.  We’ve made public two
appointments and have two on deck waiting for the gov to approve the press release.
 
What other items should we include in the update?  I can’t think of anything right now.
 
 

From: Tom Hockaday [mailto:t_hockaday ] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 05, 2011 12:25 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Checking in on next Transition email
 
Aaron--

 

Just checking in on the next Transition email we discussed.  Know Denise

suggested sending Thursday, but since we are doing an Inaugural email

today, I think it is fine if it goes out Friday morning.  Just don't want to

overload them with emails.

 

Any idea when we can get text?  Would like to get by COB today if

possible, and if not, at least by early tomorrow morning so we can have it

designed in time to go out Friday am.  Let me know what is possible.
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Thanks..and check with Denise to see if Friday am delivery is fine.

 

TH
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tom Hockaday
Subject: RE: Checking in
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 9:48:03 AM

Let me check.  I'm home with elizabeth who has bad case of food poisoning or stomach flu.

Oklahoma is doing something regarding a lawsuit on ObamaCare today so we may want to scrap that
section, or replace with whatever press statement we send out today.

________________________________________
From: Tom Hockaday 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 9:48 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Checking in

Amy more edits to transition
Update?  If not, just need subject line and we can test

Let me know

Thanks

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: Re: Child-only talking points from OID
Date: Monday, December 05, 2011 6:46:43 PM

Looks good thx 
 
From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 06:40 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Child-only talking points from OID 
 
Thanks. Cut and pasted.
 
 

Doak says Gov. Fallin’s signature on
emergency rule revives ‘child-only’ insurance

for Oklahoma
 
OklahOma City – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday gave her approval to an emergency rule
intended to close an insurance gap created by federal health care reform.
 
For some 18 months, “child-only” policies for ages 19 and under have not been sold by any
insurance company doing business in Oklahoma, a response by insurers to new federal regulations
in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak said today
that Gov. Fallin’s signature should revive that market for the vast majority of uncovered children.
 
A special enrollment period for coverage will take place in January and February 2012.
 
“I applaud Gov. Fallin’s decision to provide coverage options to as many Oklahoma children as
possible,” Doak said. “I look forward to health insurers re-entering the Oklahoma child-only market
during the new year.”
 
Doak noted that coverage has always remained available for children of all ages as part of family
insurance plans, and that disadvantaged Oklahoma children were still covered by programs like
SoonerCare. Child-only insurance is purchased by parents or guardians whose incomes don’t qualify
for government programs and who cannot or choose not to buy private coverage for the whole
family.
 
“It is my duty as Insurance Commissioner to foster a market that provides Oklahomans with all the
insurance options they have come to expect,” Doak said. “For 18 months this specific type of
coverage has been completely unavailable due to federal interference in the insurance market.”
 
The gap in coverage was created when insurers reacted negatively to provisions within PPACA.
According to a United States Senate report issued Aug. 2, 2010, carriers withdrew entirely from
offering child-only coverage in Oklahoma and 16 other states. In another 22 states, at least one
insurance company stopped offering such policies, reducing access to child-only coverage there, as
well.
 
Doak notes that child-only policies were not canceled for children age 19 and under. Parents and
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guardians, however, could not buy new policies solely for children, without covering the entire
family.
 
“While this segment of the market is not a large one, it is important,” Doak said. “An example might
be a grandparent who is raising a grandchild in the home. The grandparent might already be
covered by Medicare and not in need of a family insurance policy, but buying private insurance only
for the child or children in the home was no longer an option.”
 
Since taking office Jan. 10, Doak and the Oklahoma Insurance Department have endeavored to close
that gap. A rule change that took effect in July and was intended to encourage insurers to re-enter
the market for child-only insurance from ages 0 to 19 resulted in a summertime open enrollment
period in which no carriers participated.
 
The revised emergency rule permits carriers to determine the age range in which they intend to
offer coverage to all applicants during defined enrollment periods. Deputy Commissioner of Health
and Life Insurance Mike Rhoads said insurers are expected to resume selling child-only policies for
applicants ages 1 to 19.
 
“Insurers remain reluctant to issue policies for children ages 0 to 1 in a market in which, by federal
law, the carrier would be required to accept all applicants, whether healthy or already sick,” Rhoads
said. “Companies have indicated to the Oklahoma Insurance Department that they are prepared to
re-enter the market for children ages 1 to 19. We will continue working toward solutions that
provide more coverage options for the youngest Oklahomans.”
 
Initial enrollment will take place in January and February 2012, with the usual open enrollment
period being from June 1 to July 31 each year.
 
Doak and Rhoads both note that coverage for infants still is available through family insurance plans.
 
“If your family is insured and a new child is born with health issues, that child is already covered,”
Rhoads said. “This emphasizes the importance of carrying family coverage whenever possible.”
 

- 30 -
 

abOut the OklahOma insuranCe Department

The Oklahoma Insurance Department, an agency of the State of Oklahoma, is responsible for the
education and protection of the insurance-buying public and for oversight of the insurance industry
in the state.

###
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 6:40 PM
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: Re: Child-only talking points from OID
 
Glenn I can't read it on my bberry for some reason. If its based on ur talkers I'm sure its fine with us.
If u want to cut and paste the txt into an email I can read it that way. Thx 
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From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 06:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Child-only talking points from OID 
 
Alex,
 
OK … I’ve spent a good, long while waiting for a deputy commissioner’s call-back without getting it.
But we’ll go with it like this even if he doesn’t call.
 
If I don’t hear from you by e-mail shortly, I’ll call your cell number just to make sure you’ve had a
chance to see this. (Provided you can answer e-mail on your phone, or are somewhere with access
via laptop, etc.)
 
Hate bothering you after 5.
 
-Glenn
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 3:59 PM
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: RE: Child-only talking points from OID
 
Thatd be great. thanks for the offer
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Ben.Thompson@nbcuni.com"; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: CNBC Kudlow - Tuesday?
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:10:21 PM

Ben - dont think we can make it happen tomorrow but i will let you know if that changes

----- Original Message -----
From: Thompson, Ben (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Ben.Thompson@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 06:37 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: CNBC Kudlow - Tuesday?

Alex & Aaron:

I hope you both are well!  Any chance the Gov could join Larry on show tomorrow re: Obamacare
exchanges?

Best,

-----
Ben Thompson
CNBC "Kudlow Report"
Senior Segment Producer
o: 201.735.2290
c: 201.280.4931
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From: Sean Rose
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Comment Line
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:33:00 PM

The only entries past the 15th were the obamacare calls.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:33 PM
To: Sean Rose
Subject: Comment Line
 

Sean – I pulled up the comment line report and it doesn’t show entries past the 15th? Can we get it
current so I can finish the weekly report to the governor this evening. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Keili McEwen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Constituent Services Report - April 4
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 9:20:07 AM

Do u have an electronic copy of the letter you can send? Any idea who is organizing the effort? 
 
From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 09:17 AM
To: Mary Fallin <Maryfallin >; Mary Christensen 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Constituent Services Report - April 4 
 

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Cody Inman, Brett Thomas, Tonda Fisher, Kandi Batts
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report

Date:   April 4, 2011     

Meetings:
Keili attended the regular meeting of the Wildlife Commission

Keili attended the regular meeting of the Transportation Commission

 Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes

Ethnic Advisory Council 5  40 Please dismantle this Council

Health Exchange - opposition 46  7

We received 46 of these form
letters.  This is the first day they
have arrived.  They state that
Oklahoma rejected ObamaCare
on Nov. 2nd. 

Health Exchange - support     1  

HB 1380 - opposition   28

The measure repeals the
section of law that gives
teachers the right to trial de
novo; The measure removes
different hearing processes for
probationary teachers and
career teachers recommended
for dismissal and provides that
all teachers have the right to a
hearing before a local board of
education.

HB 1442 - opposition   7

Please veto - Public health and
safety; creating the Destructive
Human Embryo Research Act
opposition to the provision that
consolidates the Scenic Rivers
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HB 1541 - opposition 2   
Commission and the
Conservation Commission

HB 2130 - opposition   6

Insurance; modifying duties and
requirements of the Health Care
for the Uninsured Board;
providing that the Executive
Director shall advise and aid
Board

SB 247 - opposition 2   

Foster homes; directing the
Office of Juvenile Affairs to
certify certain foster homes

        

Abortion 1   
form postcard that opposes
abortion

Corrections 2   
complaints about DOC and
facility management

Education 16   

Please support education / 
against the 3rd grade OCCT
passage requirement - thinks
students will be held back

Energy 1   anti-nuclear sentiments

Human Resources  1 2

One call about child support
services and  not having a home
address for the father / The
other call was about visitation
rights for children who reside in
Oklahoma

Military 1   divorce rates within the military

Pardon and Parole 3 3 13
All correspondence was case
work for P&P parole certificates

State Park Closing 3   

please don't close Beaver Dunes
State Park - charge a user fee
instead like they do in Waynoka
/ please do not close park in
Stillwell/ Resolution from the
Adair County Board of
Commissioners against closing
of their park

Unemployment   2  

Workers Compensation  2 2

All workers comp case work -
would like an increase to their
benefit

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Re: Constituent Services Report - April 4
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 9:28:59 AM

Thanks! Does it say who is behind it? Send to katie too if u can. I'm in dc otherwise I'd just come get
a copy:)
 
From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 09:27 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Constituent Services Report - April 4 
 
The Health Exchange letter?  I can scan it and send it to you.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 9:20 AM
To: Keili McEwen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Constituent Services Report - April 4
 
Do u have an electronic copy of the letter you can send? Any idea who is organizing the effort? 
 
From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 09:17 AM
To: Mary Fallin <Maryfallin >; Mary Christensen 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Constituent Services Report - April 4 
 

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Cody Inman, Brett Thomas, Tonda Fisher, Kandi Batts
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report

Date:   April 4, 2011     

Meetings:
Keili attended the regular meeting of the Wildlife Commission

Keili attended the regular meeting of the Transportation Commission

 Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes

Ethnic Advisory Council 5  40 Please dismantle this Council

Health Exchange - opposition 46  7

We received 46 of these form
letters.  This is the first day they
have arrived.  They state that
Oklahoma rejected ObamaCare
on Nov. 2nd. 

Health Exchange - support     1  
The measure repeals the
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HB 1380 - opposition   28

section of law that gives
teachers the right to trial de
novo; The measure removes
different hearing processes for
probationary teachers and
career teachers recommended
for dismissal and provides that
all teachers have the right to a
hearing before a local board of
education.

HB 1442 - opposition   7

Please veto - Public health and
safety; creating the Destructive
Human Embryo Research Act

HB 1541 - opposition 2   

opposition to the provision that
consolidates the Scenic Rivers
Commission and the
Conservation Commission

HB 2130 - opposition   6

Top of Form

Insurance; modifying duties and
requirements of the Health Care
for the Uninsured Board;
providing that the Executive
Director shall advise and aid
Board

Bottom of Form

SB 247 - opposition 2   

Top of Form

Foster homes; directing the
Office of Juvenile Affairs to
certify certain foster homes

Bottom of Form

        

Abortion 1   
form postcard that opposes
abortion

Corrections 2   
complaints about DOC and
facility management

Education 16   

Please support education / 
against the 3rd grade OCCT
passage requirement - thinks
students will be held back

Energy 1   anti-nuclear sentiments

Human Resources  1 2

One call about child support
services and  not having a home
address for the father / The
other call was about visitation
rights for children who reside in
Oklahoma

Military 1   divorce rates within the military

Pardon and Parole 3 3 13
All correspondence was case
work for P&P parole certificates
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State Park Closing 3   

please don't close Beaver Dunes
State Park - charge a user fee
instead like they do in Waynoka
/ please do not close park in
Stillwell/ Resolution from the
Adair County Board of
Commissioners against closing
of their park

Unemployment   2  

Workers Compensation  2 2

All workers comp case work -
would like an increase to their
benefit

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Constituent services update, ending 10 18 12
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 2:23:00 PM

Early Alzheimer’s. It’s a terrible thing.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 12:57 PM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Constituent services update, ending 10 18 12
 
Suuuuuuure you did! Haha. Thanks for the update.
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 11:04 AM
To: Cody Inman 
Subject: Constituent services update, ending 10 18 12 
 
I got this all together for you and then didn’t hit ‘send’!!!!
 
1-question about not paying taxes after her military retiree husband passed away-she has already
paid taxes she shouldn’t have-referred her to OTC
1-unemployment claim denied-casework, working with Employment Security Commission to figure
it out
1- DHS claim issue –spoke with Margaret Noble and it has been worked out
1- WIC should continue to be provided thru planned parenthood
1-mental health patient who 9 years ago was awarded $38,000 in a criminal car-dragging case
where he was the victim and hasn’t been paid-referred him to AG’s office and Cody
1-municipal animal control issue
1-Speeding ticket wrongly given, too high $--referred him to OKC office
1-needs barbers/mechanical license sent to them.
1-parole question-sent to Cody
1- Suggestion: request all agencies who submits yrly budget request, double their request. This
increases job and security, doubling printing of money in dc.
1- husbands release from jail-referred her to Cody
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1-request for state agency information
2-federal information requested
1-request for info for federal offices
2-support obamacare
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:56:00 PM

Im saying what was the exact initial projected figure, who projected it, and if it’s the health care
authority will they confirm they projected that figure?
It wasn’t exactly $500 million. Do you have that info?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
 
That was the initial projected figure - we don't know with this decision
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma 
 
Do you have that exact figure and source for how much ObamaCare will cost to the state budget?
Somewhere around a half billion according to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority? Are they going
to back us up on that number?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:54:46 PM

That was the initial projected figure - we don't know with this decision
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma 
 
Do you have that exact figure and source for how much ObamaCare will cost to the state budget?
Somewhere around a half billion according to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority? Are they going
to back us up on that number?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:51:00 PM

Do you have this info
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:57 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
 
Im saying what was the exact initial projected figure, who projected it, and if it’s the health care
authority will they confirm they projected that figure?
It wasn’t exactly $500 million. Do you have that info?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
 
That was the initial projected figure - we don't know with this decision
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma 
 
Do you have that exact figure and source for how much ObamaCare will cost to the state budget?
Somewhere around a half billion according to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority? Are they going
to back us up on that number?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Banner Editor
Subject: RE: Cox"s Statement on Medicaid Prog
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:55:00 PM

The governor’s position is outlined in the statement below (from Nov 19, 2012).
 
Governor Mary Fallin:
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
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previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

From: Banner Editor [mailto:Editor@bannernewspaper.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Cox's Statement on Medicaid Prog
 
Will Gov. Fallin respond to Cox's statement?  Thank you, Donna

 

Cox’s Corner

by State Representative Doug Cox, M.D.

Politics Versus Compassion

By now you are well aware that Gov. Mary Fallin has decided that Oklahoma will not participate in

expansion of our Medicaid program, which would provide health care insurance for all Oklahomans

making less than 133 percent of the federal poverty level. For context, 133 percent of the federal

poverty level for a family of four is $30,657. The cost of health insurance for this family of four

averages $5,167 a year. It is simply unaffordable.

I have no doubt that Gov. Fallin made the right decision from a political standpoint. My emails and calls

are overwhelmingly against the so called “Obama Care,” which is officially known as the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act. The fact is, now it is the law, whether we like it or not.

I would have made the opposite choice from the governor. But then again, my decision would not have

been made based on politics, but rather on the predicament many of my constituents find themselves

in. Most people who would have been affected by the expansion of Medicaid are not deadbeats, but

hard working Oklahomans trying to raise their children and make a better life for themselves. They

have lower wage jobs, without employer-provided insurance.

The federal reimbursement for expansion of Medicaid would have been 100 percent of the cost through

2016, and then gradually decreasing to 90 percent by 2020. This means the estimated cost to

Oklahoma if 75 percent of those eligible were to participate (some estimate that only 57 percent would

have signed up) would be $27 million in 2017 and increase to $56 million by 2020. This is a doable

number.

Oklahomans will still have to pay federal taxes and penalties for not having health care insurance. With

the governor’s decision, our money will now be used to expand the program in other states, while our

own citizens continue to be uninsured and lack access to care.

Presently Oklahoma hospitals receive supplemental Medicare money (called DISH payments) to offset

the cost of caring for the uninsured. These payments are going to be decreased or eliminated as a way

to finance the federal share of the health plan. Since the governor chose not to participate, Oklahoma
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hospitals will still lose the DISH payment, and not be able to recoup the loss through the Medicaid

expansion. Hospitals will have to choose between closing, raising prices on those with insurance or

paying with cash to make up for this lost revenue.

As I have said before, it is time for America to take care of our own before spending billions of dollars

trying to help citizens in other countries, many who despise us.

I respect Gov. Fallin’s decision, but I deal on a daily basis with good people who need, but cannot get,

access to medical care. Right or wrong, my compassionate heart overrules my political mind.

Although we may not agree, now you know where I stand on this issue. It is an honor and a privilege

to serve as your State Representative. I can be reached at dougcox@okhouse.gov or 405-557-7415.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry
Subject: RE: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:56:00 AM

Boom boom room

 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:54 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
 

BOOM

 

From: Kaleb Bennett 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:50 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
 

FYI HB 1615 is not headed to conference.  That was an oversight, it did have the enacting clause
restored on the Senate floor.  It will be headed to the Governor’s desk.

 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:28 AM
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise
Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
 

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: April 7, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

There was no substantial legislative action in the House today.

Bill of interest that FAILED on the House floor:

SB 89, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), would have directed OETA to develop and operate the

Oklahoma Public Events Network in order to cover daily sessions and committee meetings of the

Oklahoma Legislature.  The bill failed 15 to 82. 
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SENATE

Agenda or notable bills passed by the full Senate, Thursday, April 07, 2011:

Regulatory reform

HB 1044, Rep. Faught (R-Muskogee), requires the legislature to approve all rules made by agencies to

facilitate administration of legislative policy. Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to the Governor’s desk.

Gun rights

HB 1511, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), celebrates the Supreme Court decision upholding 2nd

Amendment rights by establishing June 28th as 2nd Amendment Day. Passed 42 to 3.  Headed to the

Governor’s desk.

Elections

HB 1615, Rep. Banz (R-Midwest City), modifies dates for primary and special elections. Moves primary

elections to the last Tuesday in June each even-numbered year.  Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to

conference.

Failed in Senate committee:

Health Insurance Exchange

HB 1996, Sen. Brown. The bill was originally designed to modify terms regulating insurance companies

in the state.  Leadership intended the bill to be used as a vehicle for new exchange language.  The bill

initially received committee approval by a vote of 6 to 4 but Sen. Brown made a mistake in explaining

the bill after it was initially passed.  He explained the bill would be the new exchange bill.  At that point

Sen. Treat asked for a motion to reconsider the vote.  The bill then failed to pass committee by a vote

of 4 to 4.  No actual exchange language was in the bill, so the language remains alive. 

Agenda or notable bills passed by Senate committees, Thursday, April 07, 2011:

HB 1439, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), adds owners, managers, and employees to persons that can

use deadly force against intruders; adds place of business to the places deadly force can be used. Title

is on.

HB 1943, Rep. Jackson (R-Enid), requires county floodplain regulations to be approved by the

Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  Title is on.
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 10:02:00 AM

thanks

 

Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:28 AM
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise
Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
 

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: April 7, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

There was no substantial legislative action in the House today.

Bill of interest that FAILED on the House floor:

SB 89, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), would have directed OETA to develop and operate the

Oklahoma Public Events Network in order to cover daily sessions and committee meetings of the

Oklahoma Legislature.  The bill failed 15 to 82. 

 

SENATE

Agenda or notable bills passed by the full Senate, Thursday, April 07, 2011:

Regulatory reform

HB 1044, Rep. Faught (R-Muskogee), requires the legislature to approve all rules made by agencies to

facilitate administration of legislative policy. Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to the Governor’s desk.

Gun rights

HB 1511, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), celebrates the Supreme Court decision upholding 2nd

Amendment rights by establishing June 28th as 2nd Amendment Day. Passed 42 to 3.  Headed to the
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Governor’s desk.

Elections

HB 1615, Rep. Banz (R-Midwest City), modifies dates for primary and special elections. Moves primary

elections to the last Tuesday in June each even-numbered year.  Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to

conference.

Failed in Senate committee:

Health Insurance Exchange

HB 1996, Sen. Brown. The bill was originally designed to modify terms regulating insurance companies

in the state.  Leadership intended the bill to be used as a vehicle for new exchange language.  The bill

initially received committee approval by a vote of 6 to 4 but Sen. Brown made a mistake in explaining

the bill after it was initially passed.  He explained the bill would be the new exchange bill.  At that point

Sen. Treat asked for a motion to reconsider the vote.  The bill then failed to pass committee by a vote

of 4 to 4.  No actual exchange language was in the bill, so the language remains alive. 

Agenda or notable bills passed by Senate committees, Thursday, April 07, 2011:

HB 1439, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), adds owners, managers, and employees to persons that can

use deadly force against intruders; adds place of business to the places deadly force can be used. Title

is on.

HB 1943, Rep. Jackson (R-Enid), requires county floodplain regulations to be approved by the

Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  Title is on.
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Daily Legislative Report for March 17
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 10:36:00 AM

Thank you

 

Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 10:11 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise
Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin
(maryfallin ); Wendy Gregory
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 17
 

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry
Date: March 17, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

Agenda Item:
 

HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  The vote was: 51 to 34.  Title on.

 

Government Reform:
 

HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), creates the Oklahoma State Government Business

Licensing One-Stop Program and directs the state’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) to adopt

procedures for state agencies to enter into a shared services arrangement with the Office of State

Finance for the provision of real-time, web-based licensing and permitting services.  The measure

requires the CIO to demonstrate a cost savings of at least 15% to state agencies as a result of the

program and requires agencies to lower licensure fees correspondingly.  The vote was: 90 to 7.

 

HB 1208, by Rep. Scott Martin (R-Noble), gives the Governor the power, subject to Senate

confirmation, to appoint and replace any gubernatorial appointments on any board or commission.  The

vote was: 60 to 35.  Title on.

 

Workers’ Compensation:
 

HB 2038, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), authorizes the Workers’ Compensation Court Administrator

to compile annual reports relating to characteristics of cases including amount of surgeries, length of

temporary total disability, permanent partial disability, and other medical treatments and therapies.  The
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vote was: 62 to 21.

 

Energy:
 

HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow), Section 3 in the bill basically gives the oil and

gas industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production on surface land. It

allows them to refuse wind production for any reason or no reason at all.  Title is off.  The vote was: 58

to 30.

 

Miscellaneous:
 

HB 1802, by Rep. Sue Tibbs (R-Tulsa), modifies the sentencing powers of the court to allow the court

to sentence a non-violent offender to home confinement to be supervised by electronic monitoring

administered by the sheriff of the county if all correctional facilities are at maximum capacity.  The vote

was: 85 to 6.

 

HB 1255, by Rep. Wade Rousselot (R-Wagoner), allows any United States Attorney or Assistant United

States Attorney to carry a firearm on his or her person anywhere in the State of Oklahoma if the

person has successfully completed an approved course of firearm training.  The bill passed: 79 to 4.

 

HB 1062, by Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-Durant), allows legislators to opt out of state-provided health

insurance benefits if the legislator is covered by another health insurance plan.  The vote was: 70 to

26.  Title on.

 

HB 1439, by Rep. Steve Vaughan ( R-Ponca City), expands the right to use deadly force when in fear

of imminent peril of death or great bodily harm to a persons place of business.  A person or owner,

manager or employee of a business is presumed to have held a reasonable fear of imminent peril of

death or great bodily harm to themselves or others when using defensive force that is likely to cause

death.  The vote was: 87 to 6.

 

HB 1442, by Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee), prohibits conducting on an embryo research that kills

or injures the embryo.  Violation is a misdemeanor. The measure also prohibits buying, selling or

transferring an embryo or gamete for such research. It excludes certain procedures such as in vitro

fertilization.  The vote was: 86 to 8.

 

HJR 1028, by Rep Richard Morrissette (D-Oklahoma City), sends to a vote of the people a proposed

amendment to the State Constitution prohibiting a former member of the Legislature from being

employed by, or receiving any form of compensation or expense reimbursement from any state

governmental entity for two years following the end of the member’s term in office.  Further, the bill

provides that the prohibition does not apply to receipt of retirement benefits or distributions from a

governmental tax-qualified retirement plan nor does it apply if a former legislator returns to employment

with a school district, career tech or college or university if the legislator worked in such a position for

at least three years previously.  Jeff Hickman (R-Dacoma), amended the bill so that the language will

allows the Governor to appoint a former legislator to a cabinet position.  The vote was: 80 to 10.

 

HB 1058, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the requirement for establishing a political

party from requiring the signatures of registered voters equal to at least five percent of the total votes

cast in the last General Election to requiring the signatures of at least 22,500 registered voters.  The

vote was: 69 to 17.

 

Bills that failed in the full House:
 

HB 1316, by Rep. Danny Morgan (D-Prague), outlaws texting while driving.  The bill failed by a vote of:

47 to 40.

 

HB 1749, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), In divorce proceedings based on incompatibility

with minor children, the Committee Substitute to HB 1749 requires the parties to attend a private or
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court created program to educate the parties on the impact of divorce upon children. The measure

directs judicial districts to offer such programs frequently and to recruit adults who were minors when

their parents divorced as volunteers to speak at the programs. The bill failed by a vote of: 47 to 39.

 

HB 1737, by Rep. Lewis Moore (R-Harrah), reforms some state and education employee benefit

provisions.  Amends provisions of the State and Education Employees Group Insurance Act by

removing certain benefit and premium uniformity requirements. The measure also adds language

stipulating that for plan year 2012, the OSSEGIB begin a pilot project using a vendor who offers a

web-based healthcare cost containment program. The bill failed by a vote of: 49 to 29.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:30 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon as
we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in case
anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the release.
We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as planned we
expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list with
assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not start
making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert you
once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the Gov.
depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma

36697

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26:30 PM

Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:17:46 PM

Typo on Oklahomans in second sentence. 
I dont understand last sentence of first graph. 
Is there a better way than saying TC is in charge of implementing ACA? It sounds like we are
implementing obamacare 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:50 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Fw: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37:24 PM

Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not start
making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert you
once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the Gov.
depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
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accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
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·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,
we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:32:55 PM

Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not start
making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert you
once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the Gov.
depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
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-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
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priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
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From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This

36713

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov


Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; Alex Weintz
Cc: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00:05 PM

Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

36716

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
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Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; Alex Weintz
Cc: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25:03 AM

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
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Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:28:15 PM

I can explain. And we will fix typo when we put on GMF letter head!
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:26 PM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24:30 PM

This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:41:00 PM

Tammie is always my first point of contact for BC/BS and she has been checking in with me on their
behalf literally everyday!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon as
we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in case
anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the release.
We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as planned we
expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list with
assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS
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7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not start
making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert you
once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the Gov.
depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
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Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
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what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
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Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.
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Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Cc: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:58:27 AM

We're going to release in the AM tomorrow so as soon as work starts you guys can start calling
people 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as

$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on

36735



our current healthcare system. 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their

own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Cc: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26:39 AM

The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
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be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
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split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
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outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
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Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Cc: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:16:27 AM

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?
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·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 
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·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: dental assoc speech
Date: Wednesday, April 25, 2012 8:46:00 AM

Will do. Thanks.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, April 25, 2012 8:46 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: dental assoc speech
 
Work on that one. Make sure to call and see if there is any legislation or particular policy initiatives
they are interested in or support (or oppose) … also check with Katie/andrew to see if we have done
anything specifically affecting the dental profession
(obamacare may affect dentists, may have done something with fees/reimbursement rates)
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:31:25 AM

Yes, move on that, ll take the heat :)

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:29 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

The Governor gave me an option of a later flight the other day. She told me it would
be all right if it was cheaper. I think the circumstances necessitates our going with the
later flight. Do all of you agree? We can just say we can’t get her out any earlier than
that???
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:58 AM
To: Tammie Wright; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Cant we just say she has other committments (like working on her speech)and
meetings via phone and is unavailable. Its not like they are going to run into her at the
hotel pool 
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:51 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight
that she likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something
to take into consideration when we send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the
day...and not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech
for now...I have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this
state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like
Governor Fallin to arrive early on the 13th in order to speak
with legislative leadership, testify, or meet with Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer about them establishing a health-care
insurance exchange. The flight we have in mind would
have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m
afraid these flights are going to get booked up before we
get our reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start outlining our
scheduling plans for Governor Fallin’s visit to
Phoenix on November 13 to speak at the 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have attached a
letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me
know if you would like to receive the original
letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details
for your review, followed by some questions
about the governor’s travel needs. I’m sure you
will have some questions for us as well. Let me
know what we can do to make this event the
best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker
Arrangements
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for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: 
Cell phone: 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with
Arizona policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography
opportunity begins at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by
Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by
Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Will the
governor’s office be making airfare
arrangements for the governor, assistants and
security officers? If so, how should the
Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->How
many hotel rooms will the governor need for her
and her staff on the night of Tuesday, November
13?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Hyatt
Regency will provide in-house security for the
dinner, supplemented by private agents/off-duty
police officers hired by the Goldwater Institute.
Does the governor have any additional security
requests?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Should
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the Goldwater Institute make on-the-ground
travel arrangements for the governor and her
staff while they are in the Phoenix area? If so,
how many people will be making the trip and
does the governor have a vehicle preference?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Does the
governor have any requests that would make her
visit to Arizona more convenient and enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor
Nikki Haley and Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details
and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 3:39:00 PM

Yes, they would have to stay overnight if we fly them commercial. I’ve checked and the last flight
out of PHX to LAS is at 7PM. There’s a nonstop flight the morning of Wednesday the 14th that
would get her to Vegas at 7:35 AM. It leaves Phoenix at 7:00AM. The first RGA meeting is at
9AM. She speaks on Thursday, so flying commercial in that regard wouldn’t be a hindrance.
 
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:13 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well we need to identify flits, but the reason we need the plane is because they want to fly that
night, they would have to stay overnight for commercial I'm sure...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:11 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

So go ahead with Goldwater paying for the flights and not wait on RGA? I think I
need to ask the boss about this, too?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I would assume
that they would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if
Goldwater is willing to pay for staff and the Governor to return
home/RGA? We are less than two and half weeks out from this trip.
Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later since the prices will
be higher if we wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's
going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask
her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would
provide first-class airfare and accommodations
for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other
flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for
airfare for her and staff. The best
non-stop flight that she likes has
her arriving there by 9:00AM. If
they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with
receipts which will show the
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itinerary. Just something to take
into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare
exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way
of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic
specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Okay. I haven’t
responded to their
email, yet.
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
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Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler

Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup;
Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise
Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT
commit her to doing
anything other than
the speech for
now...I have no
desire for her to
speak on health
exchanges in this
state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let
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me know if you
disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at
9:26 AM, "Tammie
Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
> wrote:

Please
see the
attached
letter.
Goldwater
would
like
Governor
Fallin
to
arrive
early
on the
13th in
order to
speak
with
legislative
leadership,
testify,
or meet
with
Arizona
Governor
Jan
Brewer
about
them
establishing
a
health-
care
insurance
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exchange.
The
flight
we
have in
mind
would
have
her
arriving
in PHX
at
9:00AM.
 
I need
to
know
who is
attending
each
leg of
this
trip.
I’m
afraid
these
flights
are
going
to get
booked
up
before
we get
our
reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy 
Director
of
Scheduling
Office
of
Governor
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Mary
Fallin
2300
North
Lincoln
Boulevard,
Suite
212
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma
73105
 
From:
Le
Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent:
Tuesday,
October
23,
2012
3:51 PM
To:
Tammie
Wright
Subject:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner
 
Good
afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m
reaching
out to
start
outlining
our
scheduling
plans
for
Governor
Fallin’s
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visit
to
Phoenix
on
November
13 to
speak
at the
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner.
I
have
attached
a
letter
for
the
governor
from
Darcy
Olsen,
the
Institute’s
president
and
CEO.
Please
let me
know
if you
would
like to
receive
the
original
letter
by
postal
mail.
 
Below
I
have
provided
some
additional
details
for
your
review,
followed
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by
some
questions
about
the
governor’s
travel
needs.
I’m
sure
you
will
have
some
questions
for us
as
well.
Let
me
know
what
we
can
do to
make
this
event
the
best
possible
experience
for
the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le
Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for
Governor
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Mary
Fallin
 
Personal
Contact
at the
Goldwater
Institute

Le
Templar,
Writing
Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office
phone,
direct
line:
(602)

Cell
phone:
(602)

 
Secondary
contact:
Michael
Pfeifer
at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602)
410-
6750
 
Tentative
Schedule

               
2 p.m.
—
            
          Arrive
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at
Phoenix
Sky
Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30
to
5:00
p.m.
—
 Meetings
or
testimony
with
Arizona
policymakers
on
health

 
 care
freedom.

               
5:00
—                    
      Arrive
at Hyatt
Regency
Phoenix,
122 N.
Second
Street
               
5:30
p.m. —
      
         VIP
reception/photography
opportunity
begins
at Hyatt
Regency
               
7:00
p.m. —
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         Dinner
begins
Ballroom.
               
8:00
p.m.
—             
   Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Mary
Fallin.
               
8:25
p.m.
—            
    Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Nikki
Haley.
               
8:55
p.m.
—             
  Program
closes.
 
Questions
for
Governor’s
staff:

·        

Will
the
governor’s
office
be
making
airfare
arrangements
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for
the
governor,
assistants
and
security
officers?
If
so,
how
should
the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

·        

How
many
hotel
rooms
will
the
governor
need
for
her
and
her
staff
on
the
night
of
Tuesday,
November
13?

·        

The
Hyatt
Regency
will
provide
in-
house
security
for
the
dinner,
supplemented
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by
private
agents/off-
duty
police
officers
hired
by
the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does
the
governor
have
any
additional
security
requests?

·        

Should
the
Goldwater
Institute
make
on-
the-
ground
travel
arrangements
for
the
governor
and
her
staff
while
they
are
in
the
Phoenix
area?
If
so,
how
many
people
will
be
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making
the
trip
and
does
the
governor
have
a
vehicle
preference?

·        

Does
the
governor
have
any
requests
that
would
make
her
visit
to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le
Templar
|
Writing
Director
|
Goldwater
Institute 
| 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o:
(602)

 f:
(602)
256-
7045

Register
now for
the
Goldwater
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Dinner
2012,
featuring
Governor
Nikki
Haley
and
Governor
Mary
Fallin,
November
13. 
Event
details
and
RSVP
information
here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:13:28 AM

Well we need to identify flits, but the reason we need the plane is because they
want to fly that night, they would have to stay overnight for commercial I'm sure...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:11 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

So go ahead with Goldwater paying for the flights and not wait on RGA? I think I
need to ask the boss about this, too?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I would assume
that they would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if
Goldwater is willing to pay for staff and the Governor to return
home/RGA? We are less than two and half weeks out from this trip.
Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later since the prices will
be higher if we wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's
going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask
her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would
provide first-class airfare and accommodations
for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other
flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for
airfare for her and staff. The best
non-stop flight that she likes has
her arriving there by 9:00AM. If
they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with
receipts which will show the
itinerary. Just something to take
into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare
exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
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Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way
of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic
specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Okay. I haven’t
responded to their
email, yet.
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler

Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup;
Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
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I totally agree
 

From: Denise
Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT
commit her to doing
anything other than
the speech for
now...I have no
desire for her to
speak on health
exchanges in this
state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let
me know if you
disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at
9:26 AM, "Tammie
Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
> wrote:

Please
see the
attached
letter.
Goldwater
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would
like
Governor
Fallin
to
arrive
early
on the
13th in
order to
speak
with
legislative
leadership,
testify,
or meet
with
Arizona
Governor
Jan
Brewer
about
them
establishing
a
health-
care
insurance
exchange.
The
flight
we
have in
mind
would
have
her
arriving
in PHX
at
9:00AM.
 
I need
to
know
who is
attending
each
leg of
this
trip.
I’m
afraid

36773



these
flights
are
going
to get
booked
up
before
we get
our
reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy 
Director
of
Scheduling
Office
of
Governor
Mary
Fallin
2300
North
Lincoln
Boulevard,
Suite
212
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma
73105
 
From:
Le
Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent:
Tuesday,
October
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23,
2012
3:51 PM
To:
Tammie
Wright
Subject:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner
 
Good
afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m
reaching
out to
start
outlining
our
scheduling
plans
for
Governor
Fallin’s
visit
to
Phoenix
on
November
13 to
speak
at the
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner.
I
have
attached
a
letter
for
the
governor
from
Darcy
Olsen,
the
Institute’s
president
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and
CEO.
Please
let me
know
if you
would
like to
receive
the
original
letter
by
postal
mail.
 
Below
I
have
provided
some
additional
details
for
your
review,
followed
by
some
questions
about
the
governor’s
travel
needs.
I’m
sure
you
will
have
some
questions
for us
as
well.
Let
me
know
what
we
can
do to
make
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this
event
the
best
possible
experience
for
the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le
Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for
Governor
Mary
Fallin
 
Personal
Contact
at the
Goldwater
Institute

Le
Templar,
Writing
Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office
phone,
direct
line:
(602)
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Cell
phone:
(602)

 
Secondary
contact:
Michael
Pfeifer
at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602)
410-
6750
 
Tentative
Schedule

               
2 p.m.
—
            
          Arrive
at
Phoenix
Sky
Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30
to
5:00
p.m.
—
 Meetings
or
testimony
with
Arizona
policymakers
on
health

 
 care
freedom.
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5:00
—                    
      Arrive
at Hyatt
Regency
Phoenix,
122 N.
Second
Street
               
5:30
p.m. —
      
         VIP
reception/photography
opportunity
begins
at Hyatt
Regency
               
7:00
p.m. —
      
         Dinner
begins
Ballroom.
               
8:00
p.m.
—             
   Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Mary
Fallin.
               
8:25
p.m.
—            
    Introduction
and
remarks
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by
Governor
Nikki
Haley.
               
8:55
p.m.
—             
  Program
closes.
 
Questions
for
Governor’s
staff:

<!-
-
[if
!supportLists]-
-
>·
        

<!-
-
[endif]-
-
>Will
the
governor’s
office
be
making
airfare
arrangements
for
the
governor,
assistants
and
security
officers?
If
so,
how
should
the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
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reimbursement?
<!-

-
[if
!supportLists]-
-
>·
        

<!-
-
[endif]-
-
>How
many
hotel
rooms
will
the
governor
need
for
her
and
her
staff
on
the
night
of
Tuesday,
November
13?

<!-
-
[if
!supportLists]-
-
>·
        

<!-
-
[endif]-
-
>The
Hyatt
Regency
will
provide
in-
house
security
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for
the
dinner,
supplemented
by
private
agents/off-
duty
police
officers
hired
by
the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does
the
governor
have
any
additional
security
requests?

<!-
-
[if
!supportLists]-
-
>·
        

<!-
-
[endif]-
-
>Should
the
Goldwater
Institute
make
on-
the-
ground
travel
arrangements
for
the
governor
and
her
staff
while
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they
are
in
the
Phoenix
area?
If
so,
how
many
people
will
be
making
the
trip
and
does
the
governor
have
a
vehicle
preference?

<!-
-
[if
!supportLists]-
-
>·
        

<!-
-
[endif]-
-
>Does
the
governor
have
any
requests
that
would
make
her
visit
to
Arizona
more
convenient
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and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le
Templar
|
Writing
Director
|
Goldwater
Institute 
| 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o:
(602)

 f:
(602)
256-
7045

Register
now for
the
Goldwater
Dinner
2012,
featuring
Governor
Nikki
Haley
and
Governor
Mary
Fallin,
November
13. 
Event
details
and
RSVP
information
here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:29:00 AM

The Governor gave me an option of a later flight the other day. She told me it would be all right if
it was cheaper. I think the circumstances necessitates our going with the later flight. Do all of you
agree? We can just say we can’t get her out any earlier than that???
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:58 AM
To: Tammie Wright; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Cant we just say she has other committments (like working on her speech)and meetings via phone
and is unavailable. Its not like they are going to run into her at the hotel pool 
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:51 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she likes
has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to provide them
with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something to take into consideration when we
send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
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We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the day...and not
address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech for now...I
have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this state much less another
state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like Governor Fallin to
arrive early on the 13th in order to speak with legislative leadership,
testify, or meet with Arizona Governor Jan Brewer about them
establishing a health-care insurance exchange. The flight we have in
mind would have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m afraid these
flights are going to get booked up before we get our reservations made.
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Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start outlining our scheduling plans for
Governor Fallin’s visit to Phoenix on November 13 to
speak at the 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have
attached a letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me know if you
would like to receive the original letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details for your
review, followed by some questions about the governor’s
travel needs. I’m sure you will have some questions for us
as well. Let me know what we can do to make this event
the best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary contact: Michael Pfeifer at mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or
(602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor International
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Airport.
2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with Arizona
policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency Phoenix, 122 N.
Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography opportunity
begins at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s office be making airfare arrangements
for the governor, assistants and security officers? If so, how
should the Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms will the governor need for her and
her staff on the night of Tuesday, November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will provide in-house security for the
dinner, supplemented by private agents/off-duty police
officers hired by the Goldwater Institute. Does the governor
have any additional security requests?

·         Should the Goldwater Institute make on-the-ground travel
arrangements for the governor and her staff while they are in
the Phoenix area? If so, how many people will be making the
trip and does the governor have a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have any requests that would make her
visit to Arizona more convenient and enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08:37 AM

Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I would
assume that they would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if Goldwater is
willing to pay for staff and the Governor to return home/RGA? We are less than two
and half weeks out from this trip. Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later
since the prices will be higher if we wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's going to
NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
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To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class
airfare and accommodations for the Governor, a guest and
staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for
her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she
likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they
pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to
provide them with receipts which will show
the itinerary. Just something to take into
consideration when we send regrets on the
healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
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Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that
she can't be available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to
their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie
Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
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From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to
doing anything other than the
speech for now...I have no desire
for her to speak on health
exchanges in this state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you
disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Please see the
attached letter.
Goldwater would
like Governor Fallin
to arrive early on the
13th in order to
speak with
legislative
leadership, testify,
or meet with
Arizona Governor
Jan Brewer about
them establishing a
health-care
insurance exchange.
The flight we have
in mind would have
her arriving in PHX
at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who
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is attending each leg
of this trip. I’m
afraid these flights
are going to get
booked up before
we get our
reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent: Tuesday,
October 23, 2012
3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
Good afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out
to start outlining
our scheduling
plans for
Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix
on November 13
to speak at the
2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner.
I have attached
a letter for the
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governor from
Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s
president and
CEO. Please let
me know if you
would like to
receive the
original letter by
postal mail.
 
Below I have
provided some
additional
details for your
review, followed
by some
questions about
the governor’s
travel needs.
I’m sure you will
have some
questions for us
as well. Let me
know what we
can do to make
this event the
best possible
experience for
the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor
Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at
the Goldwater
Institute

Le  Templar,  Writing
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Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office  phone,  direct
line: (602) 
Cell  phone:  (602)

 
Secondary  contact:
Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —
                       Arrive at
Phoenix Sky Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30 to 5:00
p.m. —
 Meetings or
testimony
with Arizona
policymakers
on health

 
 care
freedom.

                5:00
—                    
      Arrive at Hyatt
Regency Phoenix,
122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —
                VIP
reception/photography
opportunity begins
at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —
                Dinner
begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m.
—             
   Introduction and
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remarks by
Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m.
—            
    Introduction and
remarks by
Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m.
—                Program
closes.
 
Questions for
Governor’s staff:

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>Will the
governor’s
office be
making
airfare
arrangements
for the
governor,
assistants
and security
officers? If
so, how
should the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>How
many hotel
rooms will
the
governor
need for her
and her
staff on the
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night of
Tuesday,
November
13?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>The Hyatt
Regency
will provide
in-house
security for
the dinner,
supplemented
by private
agents/off-
duty police
officers
hired by the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does the
governor
have any
additional
security
requests?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>Should the
Goldwater
Institute
make on-
the-ground
travel
arrangements
for the
governor
and her
staff while
they are in
the Phoenix
area? If so,
how many
people will
be making
the trip and
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does the
governor
have a
vehicle
preference?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>Does the
governor
have any
requests
that would
make her
visit to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing
Director | Goldwater
Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o: (602)  f:
(602) 256-7045

Register now for the
Goldwater Dinner 2012,
featuring Governor
Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin,
November 13.  Event
details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:11:00 AM

So go ahead with Goldwater paying for the flights and not wait on RGA? I think I need to ask the
boss about this, too?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I would assume that they
would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if Goldwater is
willing to pay for staff and the Governor to return home/RGA? We are less than two
and half weeks out from this trip. Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later
since the prices will be higher if we wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's going to
NGA/RGA?
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class
airfare and accommodations for the Governor, a guest and
staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for
her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she
likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they
pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to
provide them with receipts which will show
the itinerary. Just something to take into
consideration when we send regrets on the
healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that
she can't be available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to
their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
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Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie
Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to
doing anything other than the
speech for now...I have no desire
for her to speak on health
exchanges in this state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you
disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:
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Please see the
attached letter.
Goldwater would
like Governor Fallin
to arrive early on the
13th in order to
speak with
legislative
leadership, testify,
or meet with
Arizona Governor
Jan Brewer about
them establishing a
health-care
insurance exchange.
The flight we have
in mind would have
her arriving in PHX
at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who
is attending each leg
of this trip. I’m
afraid these flights
are going to get
booked up before
we get our
reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent: Tuesday,
October 23, 2012
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3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
Good afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out
to start outlining
our scheduling
plans for
Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix
on November 13
to speak at the
2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner.
I have attached
a letter for the
governor from
Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s
president and
CEO. Please let
me know if you
would like to
receive the
original letter by
postal mail.
 
Below I have
provided some
additional
details for your
review, followed
by some
questions about
the governor’s
travel needs.
I’m sure you will
have some
questions for us
as well. Let me
know what we
can do to make
this event the
best possible
experience for
the governor.
 
Thanks,
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Le Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor
Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at
the Goldwater
Institute

Le  Templar,  Writing
Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office  phone,  direct
line: (602) 
Cell  phone:  (602)

 
Secondary  contact:
Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —
                       Arrive at
Phoenix Sky Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30 to 5:00
p.m. —
 Meetings or
testimony
with Arizona
policymakers
on health
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 care
freedom.

                5:00
—                    
      Arrive at Hyatt
Regency Phoenix,
122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —
                VIP
reception/photography
opportunity begins
at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —
                Dinner
begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m.
—             
   Introduction and
remarks by
Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m.
—            
    Introduction and
remarks by
Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m.
—                Program
closes.
 
Questions for
Governor’s staff:

·         Will the
governor’s
office be
making
airfare
arrangements
for the
governor,
assistants
and security
officers? If
so, how
should the
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Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

·         How many
hotel rooms
will the
governor
need for her
and her
staff on the
night of
Tuesday,
November
13?

·         The Hyatt
Regency
will provide
in-house
security for
the dinner,
supplemented
by private
agents/off-
duty police
officers
hired by the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does the
governor
have any
additional
security
requests?

·         Should the
Goldwater
Institute
make on-
the-ground
travel
arrangements
for the
governor
and her
staff while
they are in
the Phoenix
area? If so,
how many
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people will
be making
the trip and
does the
governor
have a
vehicle
preference?

·         Does the
governor
have any
requests
that would
make her
visit to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing
Director | Goldwater
Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o: (602)  f:
(602) 256-7045

Register now for the
Goldwater Dinner 2012,
featuring Governor
Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin,
November 13.  Event
details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:04:55 AM

I guess ask her, depends on when he's going and if she want to...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:00 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

When I’ve visited with GMF about this trip, she has only mentioned him attending
NGA. He’s taking the state plane out on the 16th and then they will both fly back on
it. Should we have Katie ride the state plane with Wade?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's going to
NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
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Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class
airfare and accommodations for the Governor, a guest and
staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for
her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she
likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they
pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to
provide them with receipts which will show
the itinerary. Just something to take into
consideration when we send regrets on the
healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that
she can't be available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to
their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie
Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
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Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to
doing anything other than the
speech for now...I have no desire
for her to speak on health
exchanges in this state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you
disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Please see the
attached letter.
Goldwater would
like Governor Fallin
to arrive early on the
13th in order to
speak with
legislative
leadership, testify,
or meet with
Arizona Governor
Jan Brewer about
them establishing a
health-care
insurance exchange.
The flight we have
in mind would have
her arriving in PHX
at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who
is attending each leg
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of this trip. I’m
afraid these flights
are going to get
booked up before
we get our
reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent: Tuesday,
October 23, 2012
3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
Good afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out
to start outlining
our scheduling
plans for
Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix
on November 13
to speak at the
2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner.
I have attached
a letter for the
governor from
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Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s
president and
CEO. Please let
me know if you
would like to
receive the
original letter by
postal mail.
 
Below I have
provided some
additional
details for your
review, followed
by some
questions about
the governor’s
travel needs.
I’m sure you will
have some
questions for us
as well. Let me
know what we
can do to make
this event the
best possible
experience for
the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor
Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at
the Goldwater
Institute

Le  Templar,  Writing
Director
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Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office  phone,  direct
line: (602) 
Cell  phone:  (602)

 
Secondary  contact:
Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —
                       Arrive at
Phoenix Sky Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30 to 5:00
p.m. —
 Meetings or
testimony
with Arizona
policymakers
on health

 
 care
freedom.

                5:00
—                    
      Arrive at Hyatt
Regency Phoenix,
122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —
                VIP
reception/photography
opportunity begins
at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —
                Dinner
begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m.
—             
   Introduction and
remarks by
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Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m.
—            
    Introduction and
remarks by
Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m.
—                Program
closes.
 
Questions for
Governor’s staff:

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>Will the
governor’s
office be
making
airfare
arrangements
for the
governor,
assistants
and security
officers? If
so, how
should the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>How
many hotel
rooms will
the
governor
need for her
and her
staff on the
night of
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Tuesday,
November
13?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>The Hyatt
Regency
will provide
in-house
security for
the dinner,
supplemented
by private
agents/off-
duty police
officers
hired by the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does the
governor
have any
additional
security
requests?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>Should the
Goldwater
Institute
make on-
the-ground
travel
arrangements
for the
governor
and her
staff while
they are in
the Phoenix
area? If so,
how many
people will
be making
the trip and
does the
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governor
have a
vehicle
preference?

<!--[if
!supportLists]-
->·         <!--
[endif]--
>Does the
governor
have any
requests
that would
make her
visit to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing
Director | Goldwater
Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o: (602)  f:
(602) 256-7045

Register now for the
Goldwater Dinner 2012,
featuring Governor
Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin,
November 13.  Event
details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:05:00 AM

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if Goldwater is willing to pay
for staff and the Governor to return home/RGA? We are less than two and half weeks out from
this trip. Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later since the prices will be higher if we
wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class airfare and
accommodations for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff.
The best non-stop flight that she likes has her arriving there
by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to
provide them with receipts which will show the itinerary.
Just something to take into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and not address the topic
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specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing
anything other than the speech for now...I have
no desire for her to speak on health exchanges
in this state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter.
Goldwater would like Governor
Fallin to arrive early on the 13th

in order to speak with legislative
leadership, testify, or meet with
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer
about them establishing a health-
care insurance exchange. The
flight we have in mind would
have her arriving in PHX at
9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending
each leg of this trip. I’m afraid
these flights are going to get
booked up before we get our
reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012
3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start
outlining our scheduling
plans for Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix on
November 13 to speak at
the 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner. I have
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attached a letter for the
governor from Darcy
Olsen, the Institute’s
president and CEO. Please
let me know if you would
like to receive the original
letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided
some additional details for
your review, followed by
some questions about the
governor’s travel needs.
I’m sure you will have
some questions for us as
well. Let me know what we
can do to make this event
the best possible
experience for the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner
Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary
Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the
Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office  phone,  direct  line:  (602)

Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael
Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —             
          Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor
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International Airport.
2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —
 Meetings or testimony
with Arizona policymakers
on health

   care
freedom.

                5:00 —                    
      Arrive at Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP
reception/photography
opportunity begins at Hyatt
Regency
                7:00 p.m. —       
         Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —             
   Introduction and remarks by
Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —            
    Introduction and remarks by
Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —             
  Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s
office be making airfare
arrangements for the
governor, assistants and
security officers? If so,
how should the
Goldwater Institute
handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms
will the governor need
for her and her staff on
the night of Tuesday,
November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will
provide in-house
security for the dinner,
supplemented by private
agents/off-duty police
officers hired by the
Goldwater Institute.
Does the governor have
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any additional security
requests?

·         Should the Goldwater
Institute make on-the-
ground travel
arrangements for the
governor and her staff
while they are in the
Phoenix area? If so,
how many people will
be making the trip and
does the governor have
a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have
any requests that would
make her visit to
Arizona more
convenient and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director |
Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o:
(602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner
2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley
and Governor Mary Fallin, November
13.  Event details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Tammie Wright; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:58:03 AM

Cant we just say she has other committments (like working on her speech)and meetings via phone
and is unavailable. Its not like they are going to run into her at the hotel pool 
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:51 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she likes
has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to provide them
with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something to take into consideration when we
send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the day...and not
address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech for now...I
have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this state much less another
state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like Governor Fallin to
arrive early on the 13th in order to speak with legislative leadership,
testify, or meet with Arizona Governor Jan Brewer about them
establishing a health-care insurance exchange. The flight we have in
mind would have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m afraid these
flights are going to get booked up before we get our reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
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I’m reaching out to start outlining our scheduling plans for
Governor Fallin’s visit to Phoenix on November 13 to
speak at the 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have
attached a letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me know if you
would like to receive the original letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details for your
review, followed by some questions about the governor’s
travel needs. I’m sure you will have some questions for us
as well. Let me know what we can do to make this event
the best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary contact: Michael Pfeifer at mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or
(602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with Arizona
policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency Phoenix, 122 N.
Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography opportunity
begins at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
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Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s office be making airfare arrangements
for the governor, assistants and security officers? If so, how
should the Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms will the governor need for her and
her staff on the night of Tuesday, November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will provide in-house security for the
dinner, supplemented by private agents/off-duty police
officers hired by the Goldwater Institute. Does the governor
have any additional security requests?

·         Should the Goldwater Institute make on-the-ground travel
arrangements for the governor and her staff while they are in
the Phoenix area? If so, how many people will be making the
trip and does the governor have a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have any requests that would make her
visit to Arizona more convenient and enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:00:00 AM

When I’ve visited with GMF about this trip, she has only mentioned him attending NGA. He’s
taking the state plane out on the 16th and then they will both fly back on it. Should we have Katie
ride the state plane with Wade?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class airfare and
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accommodations for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff.
The best non-stop flight that she likes has her arriving there
by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to
provide them with receipts which will show the itinerary.
Just something to take into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and not address the topic
specifically...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing
anything other than the speech for now...I have
no desire for her to speak on health exchanges
in this state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter.
Goldwater would like Governor
Fallin to arrive early on the 13th

in order to speak with legislative
leadership, testify, or meet with
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer
about them establishing a health-
care insurance exchange. The
flight we have in mind would
have her arriving in PHX at
9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending
each leg of this trip. I’m afraid
these flights are going to get
booked up before we get our
reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012
3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start
outlining our scheduling
plans for Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix on
November 13 to speak at
the 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner. I have
attached a letter for the
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governor from Darcy
Olsen, the Institute’s
president and CEO. Please
let me know if you would
like to receive the original
letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided
some additional details for
your review, followed by
some questions about the
governor’s travel needs.
I’m sure you will have
some questions for us as
well. Let me know what we
can do to make this event
the best possible
experience for the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner
Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary
Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the
Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office  phone,  direct  line:  (602)

Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael
Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —             
          Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor
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International Airport.
2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —
 Meetings or testimony
with Arizona policymakers
on health

   care
freedom.

                5:00 —                    
      Arrive at Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP
reception/photography
opportunity begins at Hyatt
Regency
                7:00 p.m. —       
         Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —             
   Introduction and remarks by
Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —            
    Introduction and remarks by
Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —             
  Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s
office be making airfare
arrangements for the
governor, assistants and
security officers? If so,
how should the
Goldwater Institute
handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms
will the governor need
for her and her staff on
the night of Tuesday,
November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will
provide in-house
security for the dinner,
supplemented by private
agents/off-duty police
officers hired by the
Goldwater Institute.
Does the governor have
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any additional security
requests?

·         Should the Goldwater
Institute make on-the-
ground travel
arrangements for the
governor and her staff
while they are in the
Phoenix area? If so,
how many people will
be making the trip and
does the governor have
a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have
any requests that would
make her visit to
Arizona more
convenient and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director |
Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o:
(602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner
2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley
and Governor Mary Fallin, November
13.  Event details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>

36836

http://www.goldwaterinstitute.org/
http://goldwaterinstitute.org/events/2012-goldwater-dinner
http://goldwaterinstitute.org/events/2012-goldwater-dinner


From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57:26 AM

Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's going to
NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class airfare and
accommodations for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
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Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff.
The best non-stop flight that she likes has her arriving there
by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to
provide them with receipts which will show the itinerary.
Just something to take into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and not address the topic
specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite

36838

mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov


212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing
anything other than the speech for now...I have
no desire for her to speak on health exchanges
in this state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter.
Goldwater would like Governor
Fallin to arrive early on the 13th

in order to speak with legislative
leadership, testify, or meet with
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer
about them establishing a health-
care insurance exchange. The
flight we have in mind would
have her arriving in PHX at
9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending
each leg of this trip. I’m afraid
these flights are going to get
booked up before we get our
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reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012
3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start
outlining our scheduling
plans for Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix on
November 13 to speak at
the 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner. I have
attached a letter for the
governor from Darcy
Olsen, the Institute’s
president and CEO. Please
let me know if you would
like to receive the original
letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided
some additional details for
your review, followed by
some questions about the
governor’s travel needs.
I’m sure you will have
some questions for us as
well. Let me know what we
can do to make this event
the best possible
experience for the
governor.
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Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner
Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary
Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the
Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office  phone,  direct  line:  (602)

Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael
Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —             
          Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —
 Meetings or testimony
with Arizona policymakers
on health

   care
freedom.

                5:00 —                    
      Arrive at Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP
reception/photography
opportunity begins at Hyatt
Regency
                7:00 p.m. —       
         Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —             
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   Introduction and remarks by
Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —            
    Introduction and remarks by
Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —             
  Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        

<!--[endif]-->Will the
governor’s office be
making airfare
arrangements for the
governor, assistants and
security officers? If so,
how should the
Goldwater Institute
handle reimbursement?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        

<!--[endif]-->How
many hotel rooms will
the governor need for
her and her staff on the
night of Tuesday,
November 13?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        

<!--[endif]-->The Hyatt
Regency will provide
in-house security for the
dinner, supplemented by
private agents/off-duty
police officers hired by
the Goldwater Institute.
Does the governor have
any additional security
requests?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        

<!--[endif]-->Should
the Goldwater Institute
make on-the-ground
travel arrangements for
the governor and her
staff while they are in
the Phoenix area? If so,
how many people will
be making the trip and
does the governor have
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a vehicle preference?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        

<!--[endif]-->Does the
governor have any
requests that would
make her visit to
Arizona more
convenient and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director |
Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o:
(602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner
2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley
and Governor Mary Fallin, November
13.  Event details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56:00 AM

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class airfare and
accommodations for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-
stop flight that she likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay
for the airfare, I think we’ll have to provide them with receipts which
will show the itinerary. Just something to take into consideration when
we send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available
earlier in the day...and not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
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To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than
the speech for now...I have no desire for her to speak on
health exchanges in this state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater
would like Governor Fallin to arrive early on
the 13th in order to speak with legislative
leadership, testify, or meet with Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer about them establishing
a health-care insurance exchange. The flight
we have in mind would have her arriving in
PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of
this trip. I’m afraid these flights are going to
get booked up before we get our reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
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I’m reaching out to start outlining our
scheduling plans for Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix on November 13 to
speak at the 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner. I have attached a
letter for the governor from Darcy
Olsen, the Institute’s president and
CEO. Please let me know if you would
like to receive the original letter by
postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some
additional details for your review,
followed by some questions about
the governor’s travel needs. I’m sure
you will have some questions for us
as well. Let me know what we can do
to make this event the best possible
experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or  (602) 410-
6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix
Sky Harbor International Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or
testimony with Arizona policymakers
on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt
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Regency Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP
reception/photography opportunity begins at
Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins
Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and
remarks by Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and
remarks by Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s office be
making airfare arrangements for the
governor, assistants and security
officers? If so, how should the
Goldwater Institute handle
reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms will the
governor need for her and her staff
on the night of Tuesday, November
13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will provide in-
house security for the dinner,
supplemented by private agents/off-
duty police officers hired by the
Goldwater Institute. Does the
governor have any additional
security requests?

·         Should the Goldwater Institute make
on-the-ground travel arrangements
for the governor and her staff while
they are in the Phoenix area? If so,
how many people will be making the
trip and does the governor have a
vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have any
requests that would make her visit to
Arizona more convenient and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater
Institute  |  www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)

 f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012,
featuring Governor Nikki Haley and Governor Mary
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Fallin, November 13.  Event details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:55:32 AM

Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class airfare and
accommodations for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-
stop flight that she likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay
for the airfare, I think we’ll have to provide them with receipts which
will show the itinerary. Just something to take into consideration when
we send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available
earlier in the day...and not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than
the speech for now...I have no desire for her to speak on
health exchanges in this state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater
would like Governor Fallin to arrive early on
the 13th in order to speak with legislative
leadership, testify, or meet with Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer about them establishing
a health-care insurance exchange. The flight
we have in mind would have her arriving in
PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of
this trip. I’m afraid these flights are going to
get booked up before we get our reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start outlining our
scheduling plans for Governor Fallin’s
visit to Phoenix on November 13 to
speak at the 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner. I have attached a
letter for the governor from Darcy
Olsen, the Institute’s president and
CEO. Please let me know if you would
like to receive the original letter by
postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some
additional details for your review,
followed by some questions about
the governor’s travel needs. I’m sure
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you will have some questions for us
as well. Let me know what we can do
to make this event the best possible
experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or  (602) 410-
6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix
Sky Harbor International Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or
testimony with Arizona policymakers
on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt
Regency Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP
reception/photography opportunity begins at
Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins
Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and
remarks by Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and
remarks by Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-
->Will the governor’s office be
making airfare arrangements for the
governor, assistants and security
officers? If so, how should the
Goldwater Institute handle
reimbursement?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-
->How many hotel rooms will the
governor need for her and her staff
on the night of Tuesday, November
13?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-
->The Hyatt Regency will provide
in-house security for the dinner,
supplemented by private agents/off-
duty police officers hired by the
Goldwater Institute. Does the
governor have any additional
security requests?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-
->Should the Goldwater Institute
make on-the-ground travel
arrangements for the governor and
her staff while they are in the
Phoenix area? If so, how many
people will be making the trip and
does the governor have a vehicle
preference?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-
->Does the governor have any
requests that would make her visit to
Arizona more convenient and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater
Institute  |  www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)

 f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012,
featuring Governor Nikki Haley and Governor Mary
Fallin, November 13.  Event details and RSVP
information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:55:00 AM

Their invitation letter stated they would provide first-class airfare and accommodations for the
Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight
that she likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something
to take into consideration when we send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the
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day...and not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech
for now...I have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this
state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like
Governor Fallin to arrive early on the 13th in order to speak
with legislative leadership, testify, or meet with Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer about them establishing a health-care
insurance exchange. The flight we have in mind would
have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
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I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m
afraid these flights are going to get booked up before we
get our reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start outlining our
scheduling plans for Governor Fallin’s visit to
Phoenix on November 13 to speak at the 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have attached a
letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me
know if you would like to receive the original
letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details
for your review, followed by some questions
about the governor’s travel needs. I’m sure you
will have some questions for us as well. Let me
know what we can do to make this event the
best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
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Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with
Arizona policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography
opportunity begins at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by
Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by
Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s office be making airfare
arrangements for the governor, assistants and
security officers? If so, how should the
Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms will the governor need
for her and her staff on the night of Tuesday,
November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will provide in-house
security for the dinner, supplemented by private
agents/off-duty police officers hired by the
Goldwater Institute. Does the governor have any
additional security requests?

·         Should the Goldwater Institute make on-the-
ground travel arrangements for the governor and
her staff while they are in the Phoenix area? If
so, how many people will be making the trip and
does the governor have a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have any requests that would
make her visit to Arizona more convenient and
enjoyable?
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Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor
Nikki Haley and Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details
and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53:24 AM

Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other flights.

How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight
that she likes has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something
to take into consideration when we send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the
day...and not address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech
for now...I have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this
state much less another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like
Governor Fallin to arrive early on the 13th in order to speak
with legislative leadership, testify, or meet with Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer about them establishing a health-care
insurance exchange. The flight we have in mind would
have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m
afraid these flights are going to get booked up before we
get our reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
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Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start outlining our
scheduling plans for Governor Fallin’s visit to
Phoenix on November 13 to speak at the 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have attached a
letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me
know if you would like to receive the original
letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details
for your review, followed by some questions
about the governor’s travel needs. I’m sure you
will have some questions for us as well. Let me
know what we can do to make this event the
best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker
Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary  contact:  Michael  Pfeifer  at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or (602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with
Arizona policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, 122 N. Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography
opportunity begins at Hyatt Regency
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                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by
Governor Mary Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by
Governor Nikki Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Will the
governor’s office be making airfare
arrangements for the governor, assistants and
security officers? If so, how should the
Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->How
many hotel rooms will the governor need for her
and her staff on the night of Tuesday, November
13?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Hyatt
Regency will provide in-house security for the
dinner, supplemented by private agents/off-duty
police officers hired by the Goldwater Institute.
Does the governor have any additional security
requests?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Should
the Goldwater Institute make on-the-ground
travel arrangements for the governor and her
staff while they are in the Phoenix area? If so,
how many people will be making the trip and
does the governor have a vehicle preference?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Does the
governor have any requests that would make her
visit to Arizona more convenient and enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor
Nikki Haley and Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details
and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:51:00 AM

Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she likes
has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to provide them
with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something to take into consideration when we
send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the day...and not
address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
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Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech for now...I
have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this state much less another
state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like Governor Fallin to
arrive early on the 13th in order to speak with legislative leadership,
testify, or meet with Arizona Governor Jan Brewer about them
establishing a health-care insurance exchange. The flight we have in
mind would have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m afraid these
flights are going to get booked up before we get our reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
 
I’m reaching out to start outlining our scheduling plans for
Governor Fallin’s visit to Phoenix on November 13 to
speak at the 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have
attached a letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me know if you
would like to receive the original letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details for your
review, followed by some questions about the governor’s
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travel needs. I’m sure you will have some questions for us
as well. Let me know what we can do to make this event
the best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary contact: Michael Pfeifer at mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or
(602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with Arizona
policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency Phoenix, 122 N.
Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography opportunity
begins at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 
Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s office be making airfare arrangements
for the governor, assistants and security officers? If so, how
should the Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms will the governor need for her and
her staff on the night of Tuesday, November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will provide in-house security for the
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dinner, supplemented by private agents/off-duty police
officers hired by the Goldwater Institute. Does the governor
have any additional security requests?

·         Should the Goldwater Institute make on-the-ground travel
arrangements for the governor and her staff while they are in
the Phoenix area? If so, how many people will be making the
trip and does the governor have a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have any requests that would make her
visit to Arizona more convenient and enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Tammie Wright; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:58:03 AM

Cant we just say she has other committments (like working on her speech)and meetings via phone
and is unavailable. Its not like they are going to run into her at the hotel pool 
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:51 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Okay, they are willing to pay for airfare for her and staff. The best non-stop flight that she likes
has her arriving there by 9:00AM. If they pay for the airfare, I think we’ll have to provide them
with receipts which will show the itinerary. Just something to take into consideration when we
send regrets on the healthcare exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way of saying that she can't be available earlier in the day...and not
address the topic specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay. I haven’t responded to their email, yet.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT commit her to doing anything other than the speech for now...I
have no desire for her to speak on health exchanges in this state much less another
state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let me know if you disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:26 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Please see the attached letter. Goldwater would like Governor Fallin to
arrive early on the 13th in order to speak with legislative leadership,
testify, or meet with Arizona Governor Jan Brewer about them
establishing a health-care insurance exchange. The flight we have in
mind would have her arriving in PHX at 9:00AM.
 
I need to know who is attending each leg of this trip. I’m afraid these
flights are going to get booked up before we get our reservations made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Le Templar [mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Good afternoon, Tammie:
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I’m reaching out to start outlining our scheduling plans for
Governor Fallin’s visit to Phoenix on November 13 to
speak at the 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner. I have
attached a letter for the governor from Darcy Olsen, the
Institute’s president and CEO. Please let me know if you
would like to receive the original letter by postal mail.
 
Below I have provided some additional details for your
review, followed by some questions about the governor’s
travel needs. I’m sure you will have some questions for us
as well. Let me know what we can do to make this event
the best possible experience for the governor.
 
Thanks,
Le Templar
Goldwater Institute
 
 

2012 Goldwater Dinner Speaker Arrangements
for Governor Mary Fallin
 
Personal Contact at the Goldwater Institute

Le Templar, Writing Director
Email: ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office phone, direct line: (602) 
Cell phone: (602) 
 
Secondary contact: Michael Pfeifer at mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org or
(602) 410-6750
 
Tentative Schedule

                2 p.m. —                        Arrive at Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport.

2:30 to 5:00 p.m. —  Meetings or testimony with Arizona
policymakers on health

   care freedom.
                5:00 —                           Arrive at Hyatt Regency Phoenix, 122 N.
Second Street
                5:30 p.m. —                 VIP reception/photography opportunity
begins at Hyatt Regency
                7:00 p.m. —                 Dinner begins Ballroom.
                8:00 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Mary
Fallin.
                8:25 p.m. —                 Introduction and remarks by Governor Nikki
Haley.
                8:55 p.m. —                Program closes.
 

36870

mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
mailto:mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org


Questions for Governor’s staff:

·         Will the governor’s office be making airfare arrangements
for the governor, assistants and security officers? If so, how
should the Goldwater Institute handle reimbursement?

·         How many hotel rooms will the governor need for her and
her staff on the night of Tuesday, November 13?

·         The Hyatt Regency will provide in-house security for the
dinner, supplemented by private agents/off-duty police
officers hired by the Goldwater Institute. Does the governor
have any additional security requests?

·         Should the Goldwater Institute make on-the-ground travel
arrangements for the governor and her staff while they are in
the Phoenix area? If so, how many people will be making the
trip and does the governor have a vehicle preference?

·         Does the governor have any requests that would make her
visit to Arizona more convenient and enjoyable?

 
 
Le Templar | Writing Director | Goldwater Institute  | 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org  | o: (602)  f: (602) 256-7045

Register now for the Goldwater Dinner 2012, featuring Governor Nikki Haley and
Governor Mary Fallin, November 13.  Event details and RSVP information here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 4:09:00 PM

Will do. Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Talk to the gov and circle back with Monica 

On Oct 24, 2012, at 3:39 PM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Yes, they would have to stay overnight if we fly them commercial. I’ve checked and
the last flight out of PHX to LAS is at 7PM. There’s a nonstop flight the morning of
Wednesday the 14th that would get her to Vegas at 7:35 AM. It leaves Phoenix at
7:00AM. The first RGA meeting is at 9AM. She speaks on Thursday, so flying
commercial in that regard wouldn’t be a hindrance.
 
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:13 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well we need to identify flits, but the reason we need the plane is because they want
to fly that night, they would have to stay overnight for commercial I'm sure...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:11 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

So go ahead with Goldwater paying for the flights and not wait on RGA?
I think I need to ask the boss about this, too?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I
would assume that they would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead
and see if Goldwater is willing to pay for staff and the
Governor to return home/RGA? We are less than two and
half weeks out from this trip. Goldwater will probably be
less likely to pay later since the prices will be higher if we
wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I
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assume he's going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going
with her. I’ll ask her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they
would provide first-class airfare
and accommodations for the
Governor, a guest and staff as
needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to
look at other flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Okay, they are
willing to pay for
airfare for her and
staff. The best non-
stop flight that she
likes has her
arriving there by
9:00AM. If they pay
for the airfare, I
think we’ll have to
provide them with
receipts which will
show the itinerary.
Just something to
take into
consideration when
we send regrets on
the healthcare
exchange request.  
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Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise
Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
We need to figure
out a nice way of
saying that she can't
be available earlier
in the day...and not
address the topic
specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at
9:45 AM, "Tammie
Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
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> wrote:

Okay. I
haven’t
responded
to their
email,
yet.
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy 
Director
of
Scheduling
Office
of
Governor
Mary
Fallin
2300
North
Lincoln
Boulevard,
Suite
212
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma
73105
 
From:
Katie
Altshuler

Sent:
Wednesday,
October
24,
2012
9:38 AM
To:
Denise
Northrup;
Tammie
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Wright
Cc:
Alex
Weintz
Subject:
Re:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner
 
I totally
agree
 

From:
Denise
Northrup

Sent:
Wednesday,
October
24,
2012
09:37
AM
To:
Tammie
Wright 
Cc:
Katie
Altshuler;
Alex
Weintz 
Subject
: Re:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner 
 
Time
out...do
NOT
commit
her to
doing
anything
other
than
the
speech

36878



for
now...I
have no
desire
for her
to
speak
on
health
exchanges
in this
state
much
less
another
state! 
 
Katie
and
Alex,
let me
know if
you
disagree...

On Oct
24,
2012,
at 9:26
AM,
"Tammie
Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
>
wrote:
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Please
see
the
attached
letter.
Goldwater
would
like
Governor
Fallin
to
arrive
early
on
the
13
th
in
order
to
speak
with
legislative
leadership,
testify,
or
meet
with
Arizona
Governor
Jan
Brewer
about
them
establishing
a
health-
care
insurance
exchange.
The
flight
we
have
in
mind
would
have
her
arriving
in
PHX
at

36880



9:00AM.
 
I
need
to
know
who
is
attending
each
leg
of
this
trip.
I’m
afraid
these
flights
are
going
to
get
booked
up
before
we
get
our
reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy 
Director
of
Scheduling
Office
of
Governor
Mary
Fallin
2300
North
Lincoln
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Boulevard,
Suite
212
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma
73105
 
From:
Le
Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
]

Sent:
Tuesday,
October
23,
2012
3:51
PM

To:
Tammie
Wright

Subject:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner
 
Good
afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m
reaching
out
to
start
outlining
our
scheduling
plans
for
Governor
Fallin’s
visit
to
Phoenix
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on
November
13
to
speak
at
the
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner.
I
have
attached
a
letter
for
the
governor
from
Darcy
Olsen,
the
Institute’s
president
and
CEO.
Please
let
me
know
if
you
would
like
to
receive
the
original
letter
by
postal
mail.
 
Below
I
have
provided
some
additional
details
for
your

36883



review,
followed
by
some
questions
about
the
governor’s
travel
needs.
I’m
sure
you
will
have
some
questions
for
us
as
well.
Let
me
know
what
we
can
do
to
make
this
event
the
best
possible
experience
for
the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le
Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker

36884



Arrangements
for
Governor
Mary
Fallin
 
Personal
Contact
at
the
Goldwater
Institute

Le
Templar,
Writing
Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office
phone,
direct
line:
(602)

Cell
phone:
(602)

 
Secondary
contact:
Michael
Pfeifer
at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or
(602)
410-
6750
 
Tentative
Schedule
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2
p.m.
—
            
          Arrive
at
Phoenix
Sky
Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30
to
5:00
p.m.
—
 Meetings
or
testimony
with
Arizona
policymakers
on
health

 
 care
freedom.

               
5:00
—                    
      Arrive
at
Hyatt
Regency
Phoenix,
122
N.
Second
Street
               
5:30
p.m.
—
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         VIP
reception/photography
opportunity
begins
at
Hyatt
Regency
               
7:00
p.m.
—
      
         Dinner
begins
Ballroom.
               
8:00
p.m.
—             
   Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Mary
Fallin.
               
8:25
p.m.
—            
    Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Nikki
Haley.
               
8:55
p.m.
—             
  Program
closes.
 
Questions
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for
Governor’s
staff:

·        

Will
the
governor’s
office
be
making
airfare
arrangements
for
the
governor,
assistants
and
security
officers?
If
so,
how
should
the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

·        

How
many
hotel
rooms
will
the
governor
need
for
her
and
her
staff
on
the
night
of
Tuesday,
November
13?
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·        

The
Hyatt
Regency
will
provide
in-
house
security
for
the
dinner,
supplemented
by
private
agents/off-
duty
police
officers
hired
by
the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does
the
governor
have
any
additional
security
requests?

·        

Should
the
Goldwater
Institute
make
on-
the-
ground
travel
arrangements
for
the
governor
and
her
staff
while

36889



they
are
in
the
Phoenix
area?
If
so,
how
many
people
will
be
making
the
trip
and
does
the
governor
have
a
vehicle
preference?

·        

Does
the
governor
have
any
requests
that
would
make
her
visit
to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le
Templar
|
Writing
Director
|
Goldwater
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Institute 
| 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
 
| o:
(602)

f:
(602)
256-
7045

Register
now
for
the
Goldwater
Dinner
2012,
featuring
Governor
Nikki
Haley
and
Governor
Mary
Fallin,
November
13. 
Event
details
and
RSVP
information
here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:19:07 AM

Aha! The Governor did give me an option for a later flight out to AZ if it was cheaper.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:13 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well we need to identify flits, but the reason we need the plane is because they want to fly that
night, they would have to stay overnight for commercial I'm sure...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:11 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

So go ahead with Goldwater paying for the flights and not wait on RGA? I think I
need to ask the boss about this, too?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I would assume
that they would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if
Goldwater is willing to pay for staff and the Governor to return
home/RGA? We are less than two and half weeks out from this trip.
Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later since the prices will
be higher if we wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's
going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask
her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would
provide first-class airfare and accommodations
for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other
flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for
airfare for her and staff. The best
non-stop flight that she likes has
her arriving there by 9:00AM. If
they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with
receipts which will show the
itinerary. Just something to take
into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare
exchange request.  
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Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way
of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic
specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Okay. I haven’t
responded to their
email, yet.
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
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2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler

Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup;
Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise
Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT
commit her to doing
anything other than
the speech for
now...I have no
desire for her to
speak on health
exchanges in this
state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let
me know if you
disagree...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at
9:26 AM, "Tammie
Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
> wrote:

Please
see the
attached
letter.
Goldwater
would
like
Governor
Fallin
to
arrive
early
on the
13th in
order to
speak
with
legislative
leadership,
testify,
or meet
with
Arizona
Governor
Jan
Brewer
about
them
establishing
a
health-
care
insurance
exchange.
The
flight
we
have in
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mind
would
have
her
arriving
in PHX
at
9:00AM.
 
I need
to
know
who is
attending
each
leg of
this
trip.
I’m
afraid
these
flights
are
going
to get
booked
up
before
we get
our
reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy 
Director
of
Scheduling
Office
of
Governor
Mary
Fallin
2300
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North
Lincoln
Boulevard,
Suite
212
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma
73105
 
From:
Le
Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent:
Tuesday,
October
23,
2012
3:51 PM
To:
Tammie
Wright
Subject:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner
 
Good
afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m
reaching
out to
start
outlining
our
scheduling
plans
for
Governor
Fallin’s
visit
to
Phoenix
on
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November
13 to
speak
at the
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner.
I
have
attached
a
letter
for
the
governor
from
Darcy
Olsen,
the
Institute’s
president
and
CEO.
Please
let me
know
if you
would
like to
receive
the
original
letter
by
postal
mail.
 
Below
I
have
provided
some
additional
details
for
your
review,
followed
by
some
questions
about

36900



the
governor’s
travel
needs.
I’m
sure
you
will
have
some
questions
for us
as
well.
Let
me
know
what
we
can
do to
make
this
event
the
best
possible
experience
for
the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le
Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for
Governor
Mary
Fallin
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Personal
Contact
at the
Goldwater
Institute

Le
Templar,
Writing
Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office
phone,
direct
line:
(602)

Cell
phone:
(602)

 
Secondary
contact:
Michael
Pfeifer
at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602)
410-
6750
 
Tentative
Schedule

               
2 p.m.
—
            
          Arrive
at
Phoenix
Sky
Harbor

36902

mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
mailto:mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org


International
Airport.

2:30
to
5:00
p.m.
—
 Meetings
or
testimony
with
Arizona
policymakers
on
health

 
 care
freedom.

               
5:00
—                    
      Arrive
at Hyatt
Regency
Phoenix,
122 N.
Second
Street
               
5:30
p.m. —
      
         VIP
reception/photography
opportunity
begins
at Hyatt
Regency
               
7:00
p.m. —
      
         Dinner
begins
Ballroom.
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8:00
p.m.
—             
   Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Mary
Fallin.
               
8:25
p.m.
—            
    Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Nikki
Haley.
               
8:55
p.m.
—             
  Program
closes.
 
Questions
for
Governor’s
staff:

·        

Will
the
governor’s
office
be
making
airfare
arrangements
for
the
governor,
assistants

36904



and
security
officers?
If
so,
how
should
the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

·        

How
many
hotel
rooms
will
the
governor
need
for
her
and
her
staff
on
the
night
of
Tuesday,
November
13?

·        

The
Hyatt
Regency
will
provide
in-
house
security
for
the
dinner,
supplemented
by
private
agents/off-
duty

36905



police
officers
hired
by
the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does
the
governor
have
any
additional
security
requests?

·        

Should
the
Goldwater
Institute
make
on-
the-
ground
travel
arrangements
for
the
governor
and
her
staff
while
they
are
in
the
Phoenix
area?
If
so,
how
many
people
will
be
making
the
trip
and

36906



does
the
governor
have
a
vehicle
preference?

·        

Does
the
governor
have
any
requests
that
would
make
her
visit
to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le
Templar
|
Writing
Director
|
Goldwater
Institute 
| 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o:
(602)

 f:
(602)
256-
7045

Register
now for
the
Goldwater
Dinner
2012,
featuring
Governor
Nikki
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Haley
and
Governor
Mary
Fallin,
November
13. 
Event
details
and
RSVP
information
here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 3:39:08 PM

Yes, they would have to stay overnight if we fly them commercial. I’ve checked and the last flight
out of PHX to LAS is at 7PM. There’s a nonstop flight the morning of Wednesday the 14th that
would get her to Vegas at 7:35 AM. It leaves Phoenix at 7:00AM. The first RGA meeting is at
9AM. She speaks on Thursday, so flying commercially wouldn’t be a hindrance.
 
 
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:13 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well we need to identify flits, but the reason we need the plane is because they want to fly that
night, they would have to stay overnight for commercial I'm sure...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:11 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

So go ahead with Goldwater paying for the flights and not wait on RGA? I think I
need to ask the boss about this, too?
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:08 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Well they would pay for a round trip flit if she just had to go home, so I would assume
that they would pay for her and scott to go to Vegas...
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 10:05 AM, "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Since Monica hasn’t found a flight yet, should we go ahead and see if
Goldwater is willing to pay for staff and the Governor to return
home/RGA? We are less than two and half weeks out from this trip.
Goldwater will probably be less likely to pay later since the prices will
be higher if we wait on RGA.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Make sure, and then they can pay for scott and Alex if not...I assume he's
going to NGA/RGA?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:56 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The Governor hasn’t mentioned him going with her. I’ll ask
her today.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
Is wade going to Goldwater?
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On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:55 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Their invitation letter stated they would
provide first-class airfare and accommodations
for the Governor, a guest and staff as needed.
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite
212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012 Goldwater
Institute Dinner
 
Yep, I know, I think we need to look at other
flights.
 
How many staff will they pay for?

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:51 AM, "Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Okay, they are willing to pay for
airfare for her and staff. The best
non-stop flight that she likes has
her arriving there by 9:00AM. If
they pay for the airfare, I think
we’ll have to provide them with
receipts which will show the
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itinerary. Just something to take
into consideration when we send
regrets on the healthcare
exchange request.  
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln
Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24,
2012 9:47 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details about 2012
Goldwater Institute Dinner
 
We need to figure out a nice way
of saying that she can't be
available earlier in the day...and
not address the topic
specifically...

On Oct 24, 2012, at 9:45 AM,
"Tammie Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Okay. I haven’t
responded to their
email, yet.
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy  Director of
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Scheduling
Office of Governor
Mary Fallin
2300 North
Lincoln Boulevard,
Suite 212
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma 73105
 
From: Katie Altshuler

Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
9:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup;
Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner
 
I totally agree
 

From: Denise
Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
09:37 AM
To: Tammie Wright 
Cc: Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Details
about 2012
Goldwater Institute
Dinner 
 
Time out...do NOT
commit her to doing
anything other than
the speech for
now...I have no
desire for her to
speak on health
exchanges in this
state much less
another state! 
 
Katie and Alex, let
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me know if you
disagree...

On Oct 24, 2012, at
9:26 AM, "Tammie
Wright"
<Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
> wrote:

Please
see the
attached
letter.
Goldwater
would
like
Governor
Fallin
to
arrive
early
on the
13th in
order to
speak
with
legislative
leadership,
testify,
or meet
with
Arizona
Governor
Jan
Brewer
about
them
establishing
a
health-
care
insurance
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exchange.
The
flight
we
have in
mind
would
have
her
arriving
in PHX
at
9:00AM.
 
I need
to
know
who is
attending
each
leg of
this
trip.
I’m
afraid
these
flights
are
going
to get
booked
up
before
we get
our
reservations
made.
 
Thanks!
 

Tammie
Wright
Deputy 
Director
of
Scheduling
Office
of
Governor
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Mary
Fallin
2300
North
Lincoln
Boulevard,
Suite
212
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma
73105
 
From:
Le
Templar
[mailto:ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
] 
Sent:
Tuesday,
October
23,
2012
3:51 PM
To:
Tammie
Wright
Subject:
Details
about
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner
 
Good
afternoon,
Tammie:
 
I’m
reaching
out to
start
outlining
our
scheduling
plans
for
Governor
Fallin’s
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visit
to
Phoenix
on
November
13 to
speak
at the
2012
Goldwater
Institute
Dinner.
I
have
attached
a
letter
for
the
governor
from
Darcy
Olsen,
the
Institute’s
president
and
CEO.
Please
let me
know
if you
would
like to
receive
the
original
letter
by
postal
mail.
 
Below
I
have
provided
some
additional
details
for
your
review,
followed
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by
some
questions
about
the
governor’s
travel
needs.
I’m
sure
you
will
have
some
questions
for us
as
well.
Let
me
know
what
we
can
do to
make
this
event
the
best
possible
experience
for
the
governor.
 
Thanks,
Le
Templar
Goldwater
Institute
 
 

2012
Goldwater
Dinner
Speaker
Arrangements
for
Governor
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Mary
Fallin
 
Personal
Contact
at the
Goldwater
Institute

Le
Templar,
Writing
Director
Email:
ltemplar@goldwaterinstitute.org
Office
phone,
direct
line:
(602)

Cell
phone:
(602)

 
Secondary
contact:
Michael
Pfeifer
at
mpfeifer@goldwaterinstitute.org
or (602)
410-
6750
 
Tentative
Schedule

               
2 p.m.
—
            
          Arrive
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at
Phoenix
Sky
Harbor
International
Airport.

2:30
to
5:00
p.m.
—
 Meetings
or
testimony
with
Arizona
policymakers
on
health

 
 care
freedom.

               
5:00
—                    
      Arrive
at Hyatt
Regency
Phoenix,
122 N.
Second
Street
               
5:30
p.m. —
      
         VIP
reception/photography
opportunity
begins
at Hyatt
Regency
               
7:00
p.m. —
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         Dinner
begins
Ballroom.
               
8:00
p.m.
—             
   Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Mary
Fallin.
               
8:25
p.m.
—            
    Introduction
and
remarks
by
Governor
Nikki
Haley.
               
8:55
p.m.
—             
  Program
closes.
 
Questions
for
Governor’s
staff:

·        

Will
the
governor’s
office
be
making
airfare
arrangements
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for
the
governor,
assistants
and
security
officers?
If
so,
how
should
the
Goldwater
Institute
handle
reimbursement?

·        

How
many
hotel
rooms
will
the
governor
need
for
her
and
her
staff
on
the
night
of
Tuesday,
November
13?

·        

The
Hyatt
Regency
will
provide
in-
house
security
for
the
dinner,
supplemented
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by
private
agents/off-
duty
police
officers
hired
by
the
Goldwater
Institute.
Does
the
governor
have
any
additional
security
requests?

·        

Should
the
Goldwater
Institute
make
on-
the-
ground
travel
arrangements
for
the
governor
and
her
staff
while
they
are
in
the
Phoenix
area?
If
so,
how
many
people
will
be
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making
the
trip
and
does
the
governor
have
a
vehicle
preference?

·        

Does
the
governor
have
any
requests
that
would
make
her
visit
to
Arizona
more
convenient
and
enjoyable?

 
 
Le
Templar
|
Writing
Director
|
Goldwater
Institute 
| 
www.goldwaterinstitute.org
  | o:
(602)

 f:
(602)
256-
7045

Register
now for
the
Goldwater
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Dinner
2012,
featuring
Governor
Nikki
Haley
and
Governor
Mary
Fallin,
November
13. 
Event
details
and
RSVP
information
here.
 

 
 

<Gov.Fallin.Speaker.Details.pdf>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: DISTINCTLY OKLAHOMA :: PPACA LAWSUIT
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2011 1:14:00 PM

What do you think of this?  I think it answers both his questions.
What’s at stake for Oklahoma in the lawsuit against the federal health care bill is our
ability to make choices when it comes to our own health care.  If the federal
government can mandate that individuals purchase health care insurance, then what
product can’t they tell us to purchase in the future.  The individual mandate forcing
consumers to purchase health care insurance contained within the federal health care
law is unconstitutional.  Furthermore, the federal health care law is an economic
burden that will saddle states with hundreds of millions of dollars in costs as well as
dampen our economic recovery from the national recession.  That is why Oklahoma
has filed its own lawsuit against the federal health care bill and it is my hope the U.S.
Supreme Court hears our lawsuit as soon as possible so we can decide the issue and
move forward with a free-market driven plan to solve the health care challenges of
Oklahoma.

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2011 2:17 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: DISTINCTLY OKLAHOMA :: PPACA LAWSUIT
 
Don’t forget about this for tomorrow
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Paul Fairchild 
Date: Fri, Mar 4, 2011 at 10:54 AM
Subject: DISTINCTLY OKLAHOMA :: PPACA LAWSUIT
To: Alex Weintz <alex@maryfallin.org>

Hi, Alex:

Hope this email finds you well. I’m doing a piece for Distinctly Oklahoma on SQ 756 and

Oklahoma suing the feds over PPACA. I was wondering if I could get a couple of

statements from the governor. Email is fine. Deadline is Thursday, 3/10. Questions are:

1. What’s at stake for Oklahoma as a state with this lawsuit?

2. What’s at stake for the average Oklahoman with this lawsuit?

Any and all help is, as usual, much appreciated.

-- 

Paul Fairchild

405.315.5830
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: RE: Doak fears ‘massive disruption’ of Oklahoma health market in wake of MLR waiver denial
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 4:50:00 PM

FYI -
“As I have said in the past, the president’s health care law is not
only unconstitutional, it is unworkable and unaffordable. The
MLR requirements in the law are particularly harmful to private
insurers and may ultimately raise insurance costs for consumers,
reduce access to care and destroy private sector jobs.
 
“I am frustrated that President Obama continues to reject efforts
by states to lessen the impact of harmful and burdensome federal
regulations, and I remain hopeful that the president’s health care
plan can either be repealed or struck down on the federal level.”
– Governor Mary Fallin
 
 

From: Oklahoma Insurance Department [mailto:oid411@public.govdelivery.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Doak fears ‘massive disruption’ of Oklahoma health market in wake of MLR waiver denial
 
News Release Header

OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak expressed grave disappointment
Wednesday that his state’s request for a waiver on Medical Loss Ratio requirements from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services was rejected.

 Announcement of the rejection came this afternoon from Washington. 

“This decision could lead to a massive disruption of our insurance markets in Oklahoma,” Doak said in response. 

The Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) in essence is a calculation of what percentage of each policyholder dollar is spent on
delivering benefits or improving care, versus how much is spent on administration and profits. The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) has set an 80 percent minimum MLR for companies doing business in the
individual and small-group health insurance markets; an 85 percent MLR for large-group plans. 
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Doak and the Oklahoma Insurance Department in September sought a gradual phase-in of the 80 percent ratio in the
individual market only, rather than immediate and strict enforcement of those targets by the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS). No changes were requested by Oklahoma for the small-group and large-group markets. 

Noting the disproportionate and potentially damaging effect of the high MLR on certain smaller companies and the
possible impact in particular on Oklahoma’s rural communities, Doak and the OID requested that insurers be
required to meet a 65 percent MLR for 2011, 70 percent in 2012 and 75 percent in 2013, with full compliance with
the 80-percent standard for individual policies by the time the bulk of PPACA’s provisions are fully in force in
2014.

“We asked for a decision that would first and foremost do no harm to the current markets,” said Mike Rhoads,
Deputy Commissioner of Life and Health Insurance at OID. “We wanted to keep coverage available, to keep all
carriers large and small in our individual market.” 

Meeting MLR requirements should be easier for much larger carriers, which can spread the cost of administration
over a vast base of policyholders. 

Conversely, Doak believes certain smaller companies might be forced to comply with PPACA’s MLR provisions by
reductions in force that destroy Oklahoma jobs, meanwhile limiting consumers’ access to the counsel of licensed
agents and decreasing the availability of customer service to policyholders. Some small companies might decide to
leave the Oklahoma market altogether, surrendering progressively larger segments of the market to one or two major
carriers and reducing consumer choice. 

“Competition fosters innovation in the type of insurance products available, competitive pricing that reduces
policyholder premiums, and attention to detail in customer service as a means of retaining business,” Doak said.
“Simply put, competition is good for consumers and these MLR requirements could very well reduce competition in
Oklahoma’s insurance markets.” 

Some critics of the MLR requirements suggest that driving smaller companies out of the insurance business is an
unstated goal of the law. Eliminating competition from the insurance markets brings those who advocate a single-
payer health-care system much closer to that goal. In the meantime, Washington – which due to the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street reform bill now operates its own Federal Insurance Office allegedly to augment state regulation – would
prefer to regulate a few huge companies rather than many smaller ones. 

“Consumers should ask themselves whether that’s worked in their favor with banks,” said Doak, who has taken a
public position against the new Federal Insurance Office. 

Doak added that MLR isn’t a reliable means of determining an insurance company’s effectiveness to consumers.
Some Oklahoma companies that will struggle to meet the MLR requirements are nonetheless price-competitive with
other companies that do or will meet the MLR threshold. Small carriers also frequently serve rural markets in which
larger carriers have less or no interest in doing business, providing conscientious, personalized customer service to
Oklahoma policyholders. 

“MLR is an arbitrary and superficial means of judging the worth of an insurance company to its policyholders,”
Doak said. “Just because one company is able to attribute a smaller percentage of its operating costs to each
policyholder does not necessarily mean its policyholders received a greater value for their dollar.” 

The request made of HHS by Oklahoma is similar to waivers sought by numerous other states. States that have
received approval include Maine, Georgia, New Hampshire, Iowa, Kentucky and Nevada.  

Doak said the volume of waiver requests and the varying decisions rendered by HHS are further indication of how
federal health reforms are negatively impacting state markets. Oklahoma’s Insurance Commissioner has been one of
the nation’s most vocal in the call to overturn PPACA. 

“We look forward to the coming months as the Supreme Court will hear challenges filed against this law, and I look
forward the eventual, total repeal of the Act,” Doak said. 

- 30 - 

ABOUT THE OKLAHOMA INSURANCE DEPARTMENT

The Oklahoma Insurance Department, an agency of the State of Oklahoma, is responsible for the education and
protection of the insurance-buying public and for oversight of the insurance industry in the state.
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###

 

For more information contact:

Glenn Craven

(405) 522-1769 

e-mail: glenn.craven@oid.ok.gov

You are subscribed to News Releases topic from the Oklahoma Insurance Department. To unsubscribe, please
click the link below.

120104-MLR-ResponsePR.pdf
blue footer image blue footer image

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:

Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Delete Profile | Help | Questions: Contact Us

This email was sent to alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Oklahoma Insurance Department · Five Corporate
Plaza, 3625 NW 56th, Suite 100, Oklahoma City, OK 73112-4511 · 1.800.522.0071
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 11:52:16 AM

Yes indeed!
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'maryfallin ' <  
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK
should expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
Oh, how kind.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17 AM
To: 'maryfallin '
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK
should expand Medicaid under PPACA
 

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov"
Subject: Re: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17:35 AM

Thank you, we will be sure to let her know! Katie
 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; "maryfallin "
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:20:16 AM

Oh, how kind.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17 AM
To: 'maryfallin '
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK
should expand Medicaid under PPACA
 

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mike Thompson; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:44:08 AM
Importance: High

Looks good to me, can we add a sentence at end saying “We look forward to working with all
stakeholders on the legislation to ensure everyone is represented appropriately.”
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:41 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Everyone ok with this…JD had a few minor changes again.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
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exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating create an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool
their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce
costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and
brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a
governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD
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From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
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Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.

36937



From: Brian Downs
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58:23 AM

That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the

Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
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insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
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else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:56:16 AM

OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
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Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
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Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Brian Downs
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:42:34 AM

I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
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issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health

36946



Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18:21 AM

Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD
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From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
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this opportunity as we are.
Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-

522-xxxx.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:06:42 AM

Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
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insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others
are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
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recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Brian Downs
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:04:21 AM

I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

36954

mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Craig.Perry@Gov.ok.gov


I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others
are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:41:04 AM

Everyone ok with this…JD had a few minor changes again.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating create an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool
their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce
costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and
brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a
governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 
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An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
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insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
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this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:24:41 AM
Importance: High

To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their
money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  
Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance
structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
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Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
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Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
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                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Brian Downs
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:09:19 AM

 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
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families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Mike Thompson; "Brian Downs"
Cc: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:06:23 AM

Just left Josh Trent a message,not sure if he is in the office today…
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Mike Thompson; 'Brian Downs'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
No but we should probably track it down through proper channels
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:00 AM
To: 'Brian Downs'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the

Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…
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From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
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Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
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Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Mike Thompson; "Brian Downs"; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01:24 AM

No but we should probably track it down through proper channels
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:00 AM
To: 'Brian Downs'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the

Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
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We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
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thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Brian Downs
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01:19 AM

What rep? We have talked to both Jerry Morris and Coburn’s Health Policy Staff about 2130 and they

are fine with state-based exchanges…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Brian Downs; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the

Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
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katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 

 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
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I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 
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I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mike Thompson; "Brian Downs"
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01:03 AM

I do not think that is accurate, but will confirm
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:00 AM
To: 'Brian Downs'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the

Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
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reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
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policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Mike Thompson
To: "Brian Downs"; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:59:59 AM

We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the

Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
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I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,
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BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
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Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:46:51 AM

ok
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
Looks good to me, can we add a sentence at end saying “We look forward to working with all
stakeholders on the legislation to ensure everyone is represented appropriately.”
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:41 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Everyone ok with this…JD had a few minor changes again.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
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Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating create an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool
their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce
costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and
brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a
governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
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families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "TerryC@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:27:18 AM

It is go time, please start making calls!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:10 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Cox-Kain, Julie
<Juliek@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED 
 
Thanks.  Will be ready to start calls when given the signal!  tc
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
 
ATTACHED
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 8:55 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; 'Cox-Kain, Julie'
Subject: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I made a few minor revisions. Alex, please review and let us know if you have any changes. Thanks,
Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:39:48 AM

Gov says she has questions about hospital reimbursement rates fyi 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 09:22 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
<TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED 
 
ATTACHED
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 8:55 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; 'Cox-Kain, Julie'
Subject: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I made a few minor revisions. Alex, please review and let us know if you have any changes. Thanks,
Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:14:00 AM

No attachment
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 8:55 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: DRAFT PPACA Talking Points ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I made a few minor revisions. Alex, please review and let us know if you have any changes. Thanks,
Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: draft: exchange/Medicaid press release
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:07:41 PM

I think it looks great, but I think we should add "cost containment" instead of just efficiencies. And
maybe give some examples like disease management, etc??? What do you think?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:04 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: draft: exchange/Medicaid press release 
 
Is this detailed enough?

 

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. Our second, and equally important task, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that promote the health of Oklahoman’s, empower individuals to take personal
responsibility for their health, offer more families better access to affordable, high quality
health care in the private sector and create efficiencies in our Medicaid program.  I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:28 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: draft: exchange/medicaid press release
 
Latest...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 01:09 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee (  <  Glenn Coffee

Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: draft: exchange/medicaid press release 
 
Draft of exchange/medicaid expansion press release. We have not reached a decision on timing. Still
waiting on some policy content in last paragraph.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would
not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid
expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
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increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue
burden on taxpayers or to the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief
that the ACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care
across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
Nevertheless, the ACA remains the law of the land, and Oklahoma has now been placed in a
highly undesirable position by the Obama Administration. We are being asked either to join
the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by creating a state based exchange
approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal
government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that
voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question 756 in 2010. 
 
As I do not believe an ACA-compliant state based exchange will further the health care goals
of the state of Oklahoma, and because our citizens have spoken loudly and clearly on this
issue, I have today informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the
creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would increase the burden on our state budget and would further our reliance on
federal money that may or may not be available in the future. Massive new costs associated
with the Medicaid expansion would also require cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient.
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. Our second, and equally important task, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high quality health care in
the private sector.  Building upon  [looking for more concrete language from Health
Dept/policy shop].  I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both
parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:36:49 PM

Yes
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:32 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Hey you’re gonna be in the office tomorrow AM right?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Ok

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Yes, we would
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
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under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
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important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:32:00 PM

Hey you’re gonna be in the office tomorrow AM right?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Ok

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Yes, we would
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
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increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
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Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:29:17 PM

Ok

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Yes, we would
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
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that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28:00 PM

Yes, we would
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
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The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28:27 PM

Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
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creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:41:00 PM

Not yet
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:42 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
This is good I think. did it get approved?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:43 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
fyi
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:17 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
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At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:41:00 PM

This is good I think. did it get approved?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:43 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
fyi
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:17 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
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Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:02:00 PM

thx
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:43 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
fyi
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:17 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
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Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:43:00 PM

I think we are going to send as soon as possible (probably tomorrow morning).
Yes you will have a draft copy of the letter going to feds

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid

Will we have a copy of the letter sent to feds? For planning, when do you think best time to send will
be? Thanks ________________________________________
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid

This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe that’s
ok.

Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not pursue
the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion under the
Affordable Care Act:

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care experts
across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible
creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act
(ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase access to health care, lower the
cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of
Oklahoma.

Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory restrictions
and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus page Affordable Care
Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care policy is a complex one.  The decision,
for instance, to either create a state-based exchange that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the
federal government run one of its own designs, requires a large amount of background and contextual
information that the Obama Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It
continues to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.

At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I have said
many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable. The people of
Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to mandate the purchase of health insurance
in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it
remains the law of the land.

Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are being asked
to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by creating an exchange
approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal
government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the state of Oklahoma does not
stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and staff to designing an exchange that our
citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more detailed information from the Obama Administration
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regarding the rules and regulations within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design
an exchange of its own making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government
today that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.

After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be
participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently committing the state of
Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each year. Expenses of that magnitude
would require drastic cuts to other important government priorities, such as education and public safety.
Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of
all ideological stripes have criticized as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to
continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal channels. Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality of the ACA, an effort which is
fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally important goal, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high quality health care in the private
sector.  I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.

Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov<Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:39:30 PM

Will we have a copy of the letter sent to feds? For planning, when do you think best time to send will
be? Thanks
________________________________________
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid

This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe that’s
ok.

Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not pursue
the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion under the
Affordable Care Act:

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care experts
across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible
creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act
(ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase access to health care, lower the
cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of
Oklahoma.

Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory restrictions
and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus page Affordable Care
Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care policy is a complex one.  The decision,
for instance, to either create a state-based exchange that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the
federal government run one of its own designs, requires a large amount of background and contextual
information that the Obama Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It
continues to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.

At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I have said
many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable. The people of
Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to mandate the purchase of health insurance
in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it
remains the law of the land.

Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are being asked
to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by creating an exchange
approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal
government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the state of Oklahoma does not
stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and staff to designing an exchange that our
citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more detailed information from the Obama Administration
regarding the rules and regulations within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design
an exchange of its own making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government
today that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.

After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be
participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently committing the state of
Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each year. Expenses of that magnitude
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would require drastic cuts to other important government priorities, such as education and public safety.
Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of
all ideological stripes have criticized as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to
continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal channels. Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality of the ACA, an effort which is
fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally important goal, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high quality health care in the private
sector.  I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.

Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov<Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:52:04 PM

I gave her a hard copy to review. Denise is trying to get her to review this afternoon.

I'm headed to airport. 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:32 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Hey you’re gonna be in the office tomorrow AM right?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Ok

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Yes, we would
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
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Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
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channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:57:00 PM

thanks
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:52 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
I gave her a hard copy to review. Denise is trying to get her to review this afternoon.

I'm headed to airport. 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:32 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Hey you’re gonna be in the office tomorrow AM right?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Ok

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 04:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Yes, we would
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
Do you think the first sentence will lead Zeke Canfield or other reporters to press more for open
records of our work on this issue? Are we declaring that info privileged?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
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Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
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committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:59:00 PM

So you think it’s OK to tell Doak he can make his announcement too?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:57 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant
 
"Not accepting" 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 04:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Early Innovator Grant 
 
At the exchange press conference, are we going to say we’re sending back or not taking the $54
million grant?
 
If so, Doak also wants to announce at the press conference he’s giving back a separate $1 million
grant the Henry administration applied for.
 
If we’re not making the announcement, Doak will not mention his grant.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Cross, Michael
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:23:31 PM

________________________________________
From: Cross, Michael [michael.cross@okstate.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator Grant

Alex,

Could Gov. Fallin be available in the morning for an interview about the Early Innovator Grant? I can do
it over the phone at (405) 525-9932. It will take no more than 7 minutes. I will be in the office after
7:30am.

Thanks,

Michael Cross
KOSU Capitol Bureau Chief
(405) 525-9932
(405)412-5200 cell
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 14, 2011 7:56:59 PM

I think we should know by 10am but I have not seen a scheduled time yet. Will let you know as soon as
I get anymore information. We will plan to refer any media calls related to the grant to Alex unless you
tell me otherwise. It is certainly no problem just wanted to be ready to help if you need us.

Sent from my Windows Phone

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 7:32 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant

I am checking w/ Alex, I think we would like to handle all press out of Governors Office. Thank you for
the draft statements, they are very much along the lines of what we have been talking about. Any idea
what time the announcement will be made?

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 07:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Early Innovator Grant

Katie,

I hope you don't see this note until Tuesday morning because you are enjoying a pleasant evening with
your valentines. My staff was working on some possible quote material in anticipation of Oklahoma
being awarded the Early Innovator grant. The following four paragraphs seem to potential fit well for
Gov. Fallin's statement. They are for you all to use or discard as you wish. I do have a question for you.
If and when we get media for the OHCA reaction, would you like us to refer comments to the
governor's office or Sec. Cline? If it is ok for us to respond directly, I have included at the end of this
email some of our OHCA potential talking points but they have not been approved or reviewed by Mike
yet. Please let me know your thoughts when you can. Thanks, Nico

Oklahoma was recognized as a leader in the nation for innovative health technology. The Oklahoma
Health Care Authority was awarded a federal grant aimed at providing states with the funding to
develop the needed information technology infrastructure needed for a web-based insurance market.

(Editor's note: the following sentence is from the Governor's State of the State address) Two years ago
Speaker Steele passed legislation authorizing the creation of a website where every health insurance
plan in the state could be compared side by side. In the coming years, we’ll take that idea and build on
it, allowing Oklahoma consumers to actually purchase health insurance through an Oklahoma exchange,
knowing that the plan they’ve chosen has the right benefits at the right price. This federal grant keeps
us moving forward in that direction.

This is an opportunity for Oklahoma to reclaim its own federal tax dollars in order to create an exchange
system for the specific needs of our citizens. To ensure market driven initiatives are central in its
delivery at least 97 percent of the money awarded is designated to go directly towards private contracts
for IT development. I have asked Secretary of Health Terry Cline to review the grant award to ensure
there are no unacceptable strings attached to the money. Once we have this assurance, we can move
forward in partnership with business leaders and state officials in developing a unique system built
specifically by Oklahomans for Oklahomans.
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Potential OHCA comments:

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority is proud of the work that has been put in to securing these federal
funds to better the health information technology infrastructure of our state.

The Early Innovators grant is a two-year federal grant awarded to just a few states to develop new
technology for eligibility and enrollment of health insurance.  This IT model should be consumer-based
and cost-effective. These new systems must be able to help reduce costs for taxpayers and the state
government.

The “Early Innovators” grant was awarded to states that showed innovation in making health benefits
easily available. With our SoonerCare online enrollment and Insure Oklahoma premium assistance
programs, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority is uniquely positioned to take full advantage of the Early
Innovator grant.  This will give Oklahoma an advantage in developing of an exchange by Oklahomans
for Oklahomans.
=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Early Innovator question
Date: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:45:00 AM

Katie – the answer is we never received the money right? We didn’t send it back, we just declined it
 

From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:41 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator question
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m a health policy reporter with Politico, and I just had a quick couple of questions about the Early
Innovator grant Oklahoma sent back. I also sent my questions to the insurance department, but
thought you might be able to help as well.
 
I know that Oklahoma said in April of last year it wouldn’t participate in the program. I was just
wondering if the state had spent any of the grant before deciding not to participate. If so, how
much, and did the state pay back the funds?
 
Thanks in advance. You can reach me at 703-341-4669 with questions.
 
--
Jason Millman
Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
jmillman@politico.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Jason Millman
Subject: RE: Early Innovator question
Date: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:55:00 AM

Hi Jason, no the state never spent any of the early innovator grant money.
 

From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:41 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator question
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m a health policy reporter with Politico, and I just had a quick couple of questions about the Early
Innovator grant Oklahoma sent back. I also sent my questions to the insurance department, but
thought you might be able to help as well.
 
I know that Oklahoma said in April of last year it wouldn’t participate in the program. I was just
wondering if the state had spent any of the grant before deciding not to participate. If so, how
much, and did the state pay back the funds?
 
Thanks in advance. You can reach me at 703-341-4669 with questions.
 
--
Jason Millman
Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
jmillman@politico.com
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; "Terry Cline (TerryC@health.ok.gov)"; Alex Weintz;

"juliek@health.ok.gov"
Cc: Cindy Roberts; Mike Fogarty; Buffy Heater
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Questions
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 10:37:16 AM
Attachments: Tulsa World questions for OHCA 4-8-11.doc

I think we are close to having our response completed. Will you please review this latest draft as soon
as possible and let me know if you have any questions or concerns. I am hoping to send our final
response to the reporter by noon today.

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:54 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'; 'denise.northrup@gov.ok.gov'; 'glenn.coffee@gov.ok.gov'; Terry Cline
(TerryC@health.ok.gov); 'Alex Weintz'; 'juliek@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Cindy Roberts; Mike Fogarty; Buffy Heater
Subject: Early Innovator Questions

All~

Here is a list of questions (attached and below) we just received from the Tulsa World related to the
Early Innovator grant. We will draft a response for your review but please understand that your review
time might be short. Please let me know if you have any thoughts or suggestions related to any of the
questions as soon as possible.

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter [mailto:Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:17 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Instructions for Grantees: Restriction of Funds for IT Innovator Grantees

OK thanks. It looks like the first gate review period has passed. What percentage of the grand funds
have been drawn down? My questions are attached. I asked OSDH many of the same questions but
since OHCA wrote the grant, they are probably more appropriate to address to you guys. Thanks again.

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)

>>> Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 4/7/2011 1:01 PM >>>
Ziva,
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1. If the legislature does not approve acceptance of the grant, will the state return it to the federal government? At this point, no decision has been made to return the grant. The agency is waiting for state leadership to resolve this issue and provide further direction. We have not drawn any federal funds from this grant and will not make any requests for these funds until the issue is resolved. 

2. What will become of the exchange that is outlined in the grant proposal that the state submitted – will the state continue with its plans along the same lines? Again, the agency is waiting for state leadership to resolve this issue and provide further direction.  

3. Who wrote the grant proposal and when was it submitted? How many state employees are now tasked or assigned to this project?  The grant proposal was written by a team consisting of OHCA staff subject matter experts and was submitted Dec. 22, 2010. The proposal requests 10 full-time employees to be funded by the grant but as of this date, nobody has been hired.

4. The grant application says the exchange ``will expand the population served potentially to every state resident.’’ How would that be? The Oklahoma grant proposal is to build a one-stop resource for any Oklahoman seeking information on affordable health insurance coverage options from both the private and public sector. Regardless of whether the consumer is qualified for coverage through Medicaid, eligible to receive tax credits, or determined to fall outside the assistance capabilities of the Oklahoma Exchange – all consumers will have the ability to learn what is available, as well as details about the plan or plans they may be comparing. Additionally, Oklahoma small businesses may also utilize the Internet functionality as a way to shop and compare high quality health insurance options for employees and their families.

5. The application also appears to call for a network that would hold a Personal Health Record and medical records of people who use the exchange. It also appears to have interfaces with other electronic medical records in the state. This has been publicly discussed as a place people can go to comparison shop for insurance policies. Do you think people are aware that the state is proposing to store medical records in the exchange? There is no proposal to store medical records on the Oklahoma Exchange. There is an option for the consumer to create a Public Health Record that they can choose to share with their medical providers to increase the quality of health care they receive as well as provide better health outcomes.

6. The application also calls for something called an eMPI, an electronic master patient index, to validate patients’ addresses and says “stakeholder entities can use the eMPI key for matching and de-duplicating records in their own internal systems.’’ What sources of data would be kept in this network to identify patients’ addresses? What other agencies would the health benefits exchange interface with to verify identity? The electronic master person index (eMPI) is a component of the Oklahoma proposal where consumers will benefit from a streamlined application process that doesn’t require them to locate and mail extensive paper information. Simply put, instead of consumers being required to mail in tax returns, birth certificates, etc., to verify income and identity, the eMPI will compare their information to data held by the Internal Revenue Service as well as the Social Security Administration and Medicare. At the state level, data will be matched with records through the Oklahoma State Department of Health – Vital Statistics division and the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission. Consumers using the service will receive an eMPI which has been checked for duplication, accuracy and fraud.

For example, a consumer may inadvertently submit multiple Oklahoma Exchange applications for various reasons (i.e. unfamiliarity with the system, connectivity problems, receiving assistance from several sources, etc). The eMPI ensures a single-member-record is kept, reducing duplications and incorrect information. Likewise, methods of fraud and abuse will be deterred as information will be processed through the eMPI software which aims to recognize inaccuracies.  


Another example would be that in September 2013, Jane Doe delivers a baby girl and was qualified for SoonerCare (Oklahoma’s Medicaid program). Her labor and delivery expenses were paid by the SoonerCare program. Fast forward to 2014 and Jane Doe is expecting her second child and is seeking health insurance coverage through the Oklahoma Exchange. She is using the real-time eligibility determination system available to her through the Oklahoma Internet portal. She indicates that her husband recently received a promotion. That fact is verified by the data being cross checked with the other agencies. Due to her increase in household income she is not qualified for SoonerCare coverage; however her eMPI collects her previous qualification information (i.e. income, birth record, etc.) and uses a pre-populated application to streamline her eligibility process. As a result Jane Doe is not expected to resubmit copies of documentation she has already provided for her original Medicaid application. The eMPI tool provides assurance to Jane Doe that she has been accurately identified, thereby increasing consumer protections against identity theft and decreasing the potential for fraud and abuse. When applied one step further, Jane Doe can associate her eMPI at the time she chooses to create her personal health record. If she decides to share her PHR with her obstetrician, the eMPI uniquely identifies Jane Doe and assures her doctor that the information being shared is associated with the correct person. Jane Doe receives high quality care as a result of the secure information carried in large part by the eMPI.

7. The application states that ``one of the contractors for the OHIEP will be Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems.’’ Shouldn’t that be something that is put out to competitive bid? How were they chosen? What other contractors were considered? The grant proposal differentiates between technologies already in place versus new technology sought via competitive bid. HP Enterprise System is listed as one of the existing contractors because they are currently the agency’s fiscal agent having been recently awarded a competitive bid for the agency’s Medicaid Management Information Systems (MMIS). The grant proposal builds upon the OHCA’s current SoonerCare online enrollment system, which was built and is maintained by the existing contract with HP Enterprise Services. The new functionality will be competitively bid, and must interface with that existing system. Oklahoma will issue three competitive bids under this grant. The first request for proposal will seek a consultant to provide expertise, development and options for Oklahoma’s exchange. The second request for proposal will seek technical expertise and development of systems solutions for the interfaces with public programs as well as creation of standardized formats. The third request for proposal will seek identification of requirements for systems, financial and operational aspects of Oklahoma’s Exchange.  Approximately 97 percent of the grant funds will be competitively bid.

8. HP and its lobbyists gave $8,100 to lawmakers and also spent $1,000 on meals for lawmakers and other state officials last year. Was that lobbying an attempt to win the contract for this exchange? The agency is not in position to speak for HP or their motives. The OHCA has enjoyed a long relationship with this company and their predecessor, EDS, as they have successfully won a competitive bid twice now to become the state Medicaid program fiscal agent and have helped create our agency’s online enrollment program. 

9. The application also calls for 10 employees to work under OHCA and eventually for a call center to be developed. How would that be funded and how much would it cost? The 10 full-time staff included in the grant proposal will be funded with 100 percent grant dollars, for a two-year, time-limited term of service. The total cost for all staff and employee benefits over the two year period is $1,659,944 or 3 percent of the total grant award. The proposal also includes the creation of a modular call center – one that is scalable and replicable – based upon the call volume and functions necessary to support the Oklahoma proposal. The total cost for the call center over the two year period is $17,769,072 which will be competitively bid and includes the addition of nearly 300 call center representatives; and establishment of phone, line, switch, and written communication (when necessary) capacity for all people served by the portal.

10. What is the drawdown schedule for the grant and at what point does OHCA have to either return the grant or start spending it? Funds may be drawn down as they are spent. Four gate reviews are conducted during the grant period which review and approve expenditures for quality and appropriateness. The grant will expire on Feb. 15, 2013. Although we are eligible to request funds for costs incurred, we have not drawn any federal funds from this grant and will not make any requests for these funds until the issue is resolved. We have accumulated some costs for travel for a meeting in Washington D.C. with the federal grantor and some costs for human resources for posting of positions related to the grant.

11. In general, what are the benefits of creating the exchange in this way for the state’s uninsured? The development of a model for eligibility and enrollment via the Oklahoma Exchange is the primary goal of this grant initiative. All Oklahomans, not just the uninsured, would benefit by being able to access the Internet at a location of their choosing, entering their information and without having to visit multiple agencies to gather copies of their records, the system will help them find health insurance coverage that they can afford. They will also benefit by having their information made available to their provider if they choose and also by knowing there isn’t anyone using their identity to gain access to health services. 

This project will leverage tools such as the web-based real-time online enrollment portal that was made operational on Sept. 7, 2010 by the OHCA. Oklahoma proposes to utilize the online enrollment platform upon which the eligibility and enrollment functions within the Oklahoma Exchange will be established. 


The Early Innovator grant is aimed at providing Oklahoma with the resources and support needed to create an Information Technology infrastructure for an Oklahoma-tailored Exchange. One large benefit to Oklahoma as an Early Innovator state is the ability to design and implement an Exchange prior to the establishment of somewhat-prescriptive technical assistance and close cooperation than states establishing their exchanges in the future are likely to receive. 


Oklahoma’s proposal contains several key features aimed to establish a model for successfully integrating the Oklahoma Exchange into the health system. One such proposed feature allows consumers navigating through Oklahoma’s online enrollment feature of the exchange to select, at the time of application, a primary care provider. This feature allows many Oklahoma consumers to reap the benefits from the state’s Patient-Centered Medical Home efforts.  Likewise, Oklahoma proposes to provide the consumer with an option to establish a Personal Health Record at the time of enrollment through the Oklahoma Exchange. This feature supports and builds upon Oklahoma’s Health Information Exchange efforts to fully-integrate the health care system in an efficient and effective electronic framework, thereby reducing redundancies and improving quality.   


It is the goal of the Early Innovator grant to create an Oklahoma-tailored Exchange IT system that is flexible, adaptable, and responds rapidly to changes in programs and future technology.  




Here are the specific federal drawdown instructions for this grant.

Thanks,
Nico
________________________________

Dear IT Innovator Grantees,

Drawing Down Funds:  Instructions to Grantees:

Background:
The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) will perform four (4) Gate
Reviews during the course of each year of early innovator grant funding consistent the Systems
Development Life Cycle practices to monitor, assess, and guide grantees to ensure the highest quality
results are attained.

Gate Review 1:          Architecture Review (AR):                                   March 30 -April 1, 2011
Gate Review 2:          Project Baseline Review (PBR)                          May/June 2011
Gate Review 3:          Pre-Operational Readiness Review (PORR)                 September 2011
Gate Review 4:          Operational Readiness Review (ORR)            September/October 2012

Summary of Requirements:
CCIIO will review requests for a draw-down of funds to support the SDLC activities at the time of the
Gate Reviews.  The request is prospective for the obligations needed to get the grantee through to the
next gate review. Grantees may in the interim request a draw-down of funds to support the activities of
the Early Innovator IT Cooperative Agreement award.  Grantees will be required to submit to their
requests to their project officer via email:

1.       A brief description of how the draw-down request supports the goals of the approved
application's scope of work and the specific SDLC cycle
2.      Standard Form (SF) 424, a SF 424A, and a Budget Justification specific to the draw down
request.   Use the link and attach the form to your request for draw down. 
http://intranet.hhs.gov/forms/PHS/SF-424__Forms__SF-LLL__Forms_.pdf;  and
3.      A description of fiscal accountability of funds. Specifically, address:
a.       Name of Contractor or proposed contractor.
b.      Method of Selection: How was the contractor selected? State whether the contract is sole source
or competitive bid. If an organization is the sole source for the contract, include an explanation as to
why this institution is the only one able to perform contract services.
c.       Period of Performance: How long is the contract period? Specify the beginning and ending dates
of the contract.
d.      Scope of Work: What will the contractor do? Describe the specific services/tasks to be performed
by the contractor as related to the accomplishment of program objectives. Deliverables should be clearly
defined.
e.       Method of Accountability: How will the contractor be monitored? Describe how the progress and
performance of the contractor will be monitored during and on close of the contract period. Identify
who will be responsible for supervising the contract.

Timeline for Review and Release of Grant Funds:
CCIIO will perform an internal review of draw down requests.  That review is expected to take up to
two weeks, assuming documentation is sufficient to support the request for draw down of funds. The
Division of Grants Management Operations will notify grantees by email of CCIIO's decision regarding
the draw down request.

Susan Lumsden
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Questions
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 11:17:00 AM

K, thanks!
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 11:17 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Questions
 
I am reviewing it now!
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Early Innovator Questions 
 

Denise asked me to make sure you saw this and responded… 

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 10:37 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; 'Terry Cline
(TerryC@health.ok.gov)' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz;
'juliek@health.ok.gov' <juliek@health.ok.gov>
Cc: Cindy Roberts <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>; Mike Fogarty
<Mike.Fogarty@okhca.org>; Buffy Heater <Buffy.Heater@okhca.org>
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Questions

I think we are close to having our response completed. Will you please review
this latest draft as soon as possible and let me know if you have any questions or
concerns. I am hoping to send our final response to the reporter by noon today. 

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:54 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'; 'denise.northrup@gov.ok.gov'; 'glenn.coffee@gov.ok.gov';
Terry Cline (TerryC@health.ok.gov); 'Alex Weintz'; 'juliek@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Cindy Roberts; Mike Fogarty; Buffy Heater
Subject: Early Innovator Questions

All~ 

Here is a list of questions (attached and below) we just received from the Tulsa
World related to the Early Innovator grant. We will draft a response for your
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review but please understand that your review time might be short. Please let me
know if you have any thoughts or suggestions related to any of the questions as
soon as possible. 

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter [mailto:Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:17 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Instructions for Grantees: Restriction of Funds for IT Innovator
Grantees

OK thanks. It looks like the first gate review period has passed. What percentage
of the grand funds have been drawn down? My questions are attached. I asked
OSDH many of the same questions but since OHCA wrote the grant, they are
probably more appropriate to address to you guys. Thanks again. 

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)

Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 4/7/2011 1:01
PM >>>

Ziva,

Here are the specific federal drawdown instructions for this grant.

Thanks,
Nico
________________________________

Dear IT Innovator Grantees,

Drawing Down Funds:  Instructions to Grantees:

Background:
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The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) will
perform four (4) Gate Reviews during the course of each year of early innovator
grant funding consistent the Systems Development Life Cycle practices to
monitor, assess, and guide grantees to ensure the highest quality results are
attained.

Gate Review 1:          Architecture Review (AR):                                   March 30 -
April 1, 2011
Gate Review 2:          Project Baseline Review (PBR)                          May/June
2011
Gate Review 3:          Pre-Operational Readiness Review (PORR)
                September 2011
Gate Review 4:          Operational Readiness Review (ORR)
           September/October 2012

Summary of Requirements:
CCIIO will review requests for a draw-down of funds to support the SDLC
activities at the time of the Gate Reviews.  The request is prospective for the
obligations needed to get the grantee through to the next gate review. Grantees
may in the interim request a draw-down of funds to support the activities of the
Early Innovator IT Cooperative Agreement award.  Grantees will be required to
submit to their requests to their project officer via email:

1.       A brief description of how the draw-down request supports the goals of
the approved application's scope of work and the specific SDLC cycle
2.      Standard Form (SF) 424, a SF 424A, and a Budget Justification specific to
the draw down request.   Use the link and attach the form to your request for
draw down.  http://intranet.hhs.gov/forms/PHS/SF-424__Forms__SF-
LLL__Forms_.pdf;  and
3.      A description of fiscal accountability of funds. Specifically, address:
a.       Name of Contractor or proposed contractor.
b.      Method of Selection: How was the contractor selected? State whether the
contract is sole source or competitive bid. If an organization is the sole source for
the contract, include an explanation as to why this institution is the only one able
to perform contract services.
c.       Period of Performance: How long is the contract period? Specify the
beginning and ending dates of the contract.
d.      Scope of Work: What will the contractor do? Describe the specific
services/tasks to be performed by the contractor as related to the accomplishment
of program objectives. Deliverables should be clearly defined.
e.       Method of Accountability: How will the contractor be monitored?
Describe how the progress and performance of the contractor will be monitored
during and on close of the contract period. Identify who will be responsible for
supervising the contract.

Timeline for Review and Release of Grant Funds:
CCIIO will perform an internal review of draw down requests.  That review is
expected to take up to two weeks, assuming documentation is sufficient to
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support the request for draw down of funds. The Division of Grants Management
Operations will notify grantees by email of CCIIO's decision regarding the draw
down request.

Susan Lumsden
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight
Department of Health and Human Services
(301) 492-4347
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If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Editorials from the Oklahoman
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:32:00 PM

That’s great, essentially our position
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:31 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Editorials from the Oklahoman
 
Key graphs…
 

Rejecting Medicaid expansion isn't without risk. Writing at National Review Online, Douglas Holtz-Eakin noted that the

individuals who would otherwise have been added to the Medicaid program would instead be eligible for subsidies in health

care exchanges. That would then drive federal costs up, which could lead to even higher federal taxes for Oklahomans and

all  U.S. citizens.

Nonetheless, we think state officials should bide their time before considering any expansion of Medicaid. It could become

a budget buster for schools, roads and public safety. Meantime, citizens must elect officials who will repeal this unwise,

unworkable mess of a health care law.

That starts with voting Barack Obama out of office

Read more: http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-

oklahoma/article/3688620#ixzz20uTpfwPP

 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Editorials from the Oklahoman
 
Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346
 
 
High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620
 
 
 
Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-exchange/article/3688629
 
 
 
Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-build-in-
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gop/article/3690239
 
 
 
Obamacare a minefield for workers in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Aaron Cooper; t_hockaday ; donnie@workwithiws.com; brian@workwithiws.com
Subject: RE: edits to transition update
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 11:15:04 AM

Just saw a typo after hitting send.  Please use this copy to replace what's currently in the Obamacare
section of the email.

(subheader) Oklahoma To File Lawsuit Challenging Obamacare

In a joint press statement, Governor-elect Fallin and Attorney General-elect Scott Pruitt announced
Oklahoma will file a legal challenge to the federal health care bill.

Our governor-elect said the president's job-killing health care bill was an unconstitutional power grab
and that Oklahomans voted overwhelmingly to oppose that power grab and to reject policies that
replace individual choice with the choices of Washington bureaucrats.

Click here to read the entire press statement from Governor-elect Fallin and Attorney General-elect
Pruitt.

http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/article/oklahoma-ag-elect-will-file-lawsuit-against-federal-
health-care-bill

________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 11:13 AM
To: t_hockaday ; donnie@workwithiws.com; brian@workwithiws.com
Subject: edits to transition update

Had a development on Obamacare lawsuit today.  Need to change the second half of the email. 
Replace what's there with this.

Thanks.

(subheader) Oklahoma To File Lawsuit Challenging Obamacare

In a joint press statement, Governor-elect Fallin and Oklahoma Attorney General-elect Scott Pruitt
announced Oklahoma will file a legal challenge to the federal health care bill.

Our governor-elect said the president's job-killing health care bill was an unconstitutional power grab
and that Oklahomans voted overwhelmingly to oppose that power grab and to reject policies that
replace individual choice with the choices of Washington bureaucrats.

Click here to read the entire press statement from Governor-elect Fallin and Attorney General-elect
Pruitt.

http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/article/oklahoma-ag-elect-will-file-lawsuit-against-federal-
health-care-bill
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tom Hockaday
Subject: RE: edits to transition update
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 11:22:03 AM

Subject line:

Transition Update: More Cabinet Selections Announced; OK to Challenge Obamacare

________________________________________
From: Tom Hockaday 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 11:19 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: edits to transition update

Donnie will make edits.  Should be done shortly.

What do you want to use for subject line?
________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@Govelect.ok.gov>
To: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@Govelect.ok.gov>; "t_hockaday "
<t_hockaday >; "donnie@workwithiws.com" <donnie@workwithiws.com>;
"brian@workwithiws.com" <brian@workwithiws.com>
Sent: Fri, January 7, 2011 12:15:03 PM
Subject: RE: edits to transition update

Just saw a typo after hitting send.  Please use this copy to replace what's currently in the Obamacare
section of the email.

(subheader) Oklahoma To File Lawsuit Challenging Obamacare

In a joint press statement, Governor-elect Fallin and Attorney General-elect Scott Pruitt announced
Oklahoma will file a legal challenge to the federal health care bill.

Our governor-elect said the president's job-killing health care bill was an unconstitutional power grab
and that Oklahomans voted overwhelmingly to oppose that power grab and to reject policies that
replace individual choice with the choices of Washington bureaucrats.

Click here to read the entire press statement from Governor-elect Fallin and Attorney General-elect
Pruitt.

http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/article/oklahoma-ag-elect-will-file-lawsuit-against-federal-
health-care-bill

________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 11:13 AM
To: t_hockaday <mailto:t_hockaday >;
donnie@workwithiws.com<mailto:donnie@workwithiws.com>;
brian@workwithiws.com<mailto:brian@workwithiws.com>
Subject: edits to transition update

Had a development on Obamacare lawsuit today.  Need to change the second half of the email. 
Replace what's there with this.
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Thanks.

(subheader) Oklahoma To File Lawsuit Challenging Obamacare

In a joint press statement, Governor-elect Fallin and Oklahoma Attorney General-elect Scott Pruitt
announced Oklahoma will file a legal challenge to the federal health care bill.

Our governor-elect said the president's job-killing health care bill was an unconstitutional power grab
and that Oklahomans voted overwhelmingly to oppose that power grab and to reject policies that
replace individual choice with the choices of Washington bureaucrats.

Click here to read the entire press statement from Governor-elect Fallin and Attorney General-elect
Pruitt.

http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/article/oklahoma-ag-elect-will-file-lawsuit-against-federal-
health-care-bill
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Exchange Agenda for March 24, 2011
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 9:02:00 AM

Thanks Nicole.  I’ll need to sign.  Also, Katie is in DC today so I will be at the meeting.  Thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 6:58 PM
To: Alex Pettit; Andrew Silvestri; Buffy Heater ; cheryl.willie@okdhs.org; Cindy Roberts; Cline, Dr.Terry
L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Hiner, Janice D.; Howard.Hendrick@okdhs.org; John Calabro; John Doak; Jonathan
Buxton ; Katie Altshuler; Lieser, Derek G.; Mike Rhoads; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Rich Edwards; Steven
Buck ; Terri White; Trait Thompson
Cc: Lieser, Derek G.; Rushing, Crystal
Subject: Exchange Agenda for March 24, 2011
 
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
Advisory Committee Members/Designees: 
 
Attached is the meeting agenda for Thursday, March 24, 2011.  Please be advised that included in
the agenda is a review of the RFP Evaluation Committee’s recommendations.   Signing a non-
disclosure statements certifies that you will not disclose or release information relating the names of
the vendors or information about the bids, proposals or RFP evaluation process.   The following
Advisory Committee Members have already signed non-disclosure forms:  Mike Rhoads, Cindy
Roberts, Rich Edwards, John Calabro and Julie Cox-Kain. 
 
If you have not already signed a Non-Disclosure statement additional forms will be available for
your signature prior to the meeting.
 
Thank you,
Nicole   
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: www.ohca.org/OHX
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Exchange Agenda for March 24, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:26:00 AM

Thank you Nicole!    I know how hard you guys are working too so we appreciate your help and
support.  Also – I don’t think I even noticed you called me Alex!  Our media guy is named Alex and
we also have an Aaron so between the 3 of us no one calls us by our real names! J
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:22 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Exchange Agenda for March 24, 2011
 
Andrew – Thank you for all that you are doing….you are in our thoughts….AND prayers!  And by the
way, I think I actually called you Alex this afternoon….sorry!  It’s been a very long day.  But then I am
certain you can relate!
 
Take care,
Nicole
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: www.ohca.org/OHX
 

 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 9:03 AM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Exchange Agenda for March 24, 2011
 
Thanks Nicole.  I’ll need to sign.  Also, Katie is in DC today so I will be at the meeting.  Thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 6:58 PM
To: Alex Pettit; Andrew Silvestri; Buffy Heater ; cheryl.willie@okdhs.org; Cindy Roberts; Cline, Dr.Terry
L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Hiner, Janice D.; Howard.Hendrick@okdhs.org; John Calabro; John Doak; Jonathan
Buxton ; Katie Altshuler; Lieser, Derek G.; Mike Rhoads; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Rich Edwards; Steven
Buck ; Terri White; Trait Thompson
Cc: Lieser, Derek G.; Rushing, Crystal
Subject: Exchange Agenda for March 24, 2011
 
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
Advisory Committee Members/Designees: 
 
Attached is the meeting agenda for Thursday, March 24, 2011.  Please be advised that included in
the agenda is a review of the RFP Evaluation Committee’s recommendations.   Signing a non-
disclosure statements certifies that you will not disclose or release information relating the names of
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the vendors or information about the bids, proposals or RFP evaluation process.   The following
Advisory Committee Members have already signed non-disclosure forms:  Mike Rhoads, Cindy
Roberts, Rich Edwards, John Calabro and Julie Cox-Kain. 
 
If you have not already signed a Non-Disclosure statement additional forms will be available for
your signature prior to the meeting.
 
Thank you,
Nicole   
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: www.ohca.org/OHX
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: exchange Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:17:00 PM

Ok, so, “At this point in time, it is not certain that the state of Oklahoma will elect to create a health
insurance exchange. The governor and state agencies are reviewing the law, as well as the affects of
the recent Supreme Court decision. No state agency is actively working on building a health care
exchange at this point.”
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: exchange Query
 
No one has been charged with doing it at this point
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:14 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: exchange Query 
 
I’m not sure of the answer here …
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: exchange Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:21:00 PM

ok
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:21 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: exchange Query
 
Use the last sentence only
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:17 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: exchange Query 
 
Ok, so, “At this point in time, it is not certain that the state of Oklahoma will elect to create a health
insurance exchange. The governor and state agencies are reviewing the law, as well as the affects of
the recent Supreme Court decision. No state agency is actively working on building a health care
exchange at this point.”
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: exchange Query
 
No one has been charged with doing it at this point
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:14 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: exchange Query 
 
I’m not sure of the answer here …
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: exchange release
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 1:32:00 PM

 

Governor Mary Fallin Announces Oklahoma Will
Not Participate in State Health Insurance

Exchanges, Medicaid Expansion
 

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing
that Oklahoma would not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the
proposed Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question 756, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither option is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want or need. Furthermore, without
more detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and
regulations within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of
its own making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
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Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 

###
 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:32 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: exchange release
 
Can you send me the latest draft, saved in shared drive. thanks
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Kyle Cheney
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:41:00 PM

Expecting early tomorrow
 

From: Kyle Cheney [mailto:KCheney@politico.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:37 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Exchange
 
Hi Alex,
 
Hope you’re well. Just wondering about the latest from Gov. Fallin on her plans for a health
insurance exchange. Will she make a call today? Has she already decided?
 
Thanks,
 
Kyle Cheney
Health Care Reporter
POLITICO Pro
(C) 617-519-6526
(O) 703-341-4604
(E) kcheney@politico.com
(T) @kyledcheney
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Exchange
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 9:05:00 AM

I actually don't see how this is better than no bill at all.  The legislature is not going to touch this issue
with a ten foot poll next year, which likely means we're only creating another task force to write another
report.  I know we want the legislature's buy in on this but if the end goal is to create something that
will ultimately keep Obamacare out, I think the state is better off if we ultimately put something in place
ourselves if the legislature does not pass a halfway substantive bill.

I know there are other political forces to think about, but from a policy perspective, I don't think this is
beneficial.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 8:24 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Ok, then we just need to iron out a few details re/ existing 1 million grant and current health dept.
work.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:09 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Agreed

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:08 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

I think it is better than no bill

Sent from my iPad

On May 4, 2011, at 7:55 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Brian asked us late today if we would be okay with not appropriating any money for the development
of an exchange this year. Then they could pass the bill and say it will only provide recommendations for
the legislature to consider next year.
>
> I think this is very problematic, but they would like to know what our official answer is soon.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:49:00 PM

Will do
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:42 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: Exchange
 
Can u make sure this dude is on our distribution list
 

From: Kyle Cheney [mailto:KCheney@politico.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:37 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Exchange
 
Hi Alex,
 
Hope you’re well. Just wondering about the latest from Gov. Fallin on her plans for a health
insurance exchange. Will she make a call today? Has she already decided?
 
Thanks,
 
Kyle Cheney
Health Care Reporter
POLITICO Pro
(C) 617-519-6526
(O) 703-341-4604
(E) kcheney@politico.com
(T) @kyledcheney
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:42:02 PM

Follow up question, what r we doing?
Continuing to study the issue

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Exchanges

Can u send a note to press itinerary to the affect of -
In light of the decision by the federal government to extend the deadline for states regarding health
insurance exchanges (attach letter), Gov Fallin's office will not be making an announcement today
regarding the future of any exchange in Oklahoma.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:41:00 PM

Sure.  I don't have the fed govt letter.  Can you send to me?

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Exchanges

Can u send a note to press itinerary to the affect of - In light of the decision by the federal government
to extend the deadline for states regarding health insurance exchanges (attach letter), Gov Fallin's office
will not be making an announcement today regarding the future of any exchange in Oklahoma.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: facebook post re obamacare
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:31:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Looks good, maybe in last sentence:
 
In Oklahoma, we know market-based health care reforms are the way to increase quality,
improve access and lower the costs of health care – not more federal, one-size-fits-all
solutions.
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:30 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: facebook post re obamacare
 
How’s this sound for the office?
 
 
Today marks two years since the president’s unconstitutional, unaffordable and
unsustainable health care law was enacted.  The law represents an unprecedented level of
federal overreach into our lives and shifts billions of dollars in unfunded costs to the
states.   The state of Oklahoma will continue its fight against the federal health care law
with all the legal and legislative tools available to us.  In Oklahoma, we know market-
based health care reforms are the way to increase quality, improve access and lower the
costs of health care.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

37057

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Failed Federal Programs
Date: Wednesday, May 04, 2011 11:09:00 AM

Hi Lindsay,
 
Many thanks for the info below.    It is good insight on failed federal programs but I think we’re
looking for something a little different.  Essentially, the Governor is looking to implement a Health
Insurance Exchange in the state of Oklahoma in order to prevent a federal exchange from being
developed in the state.  We are looking for other past examples we can reference when the federal
government has come into a state and implemented federally designed policy based on a federally
mandated timeline that was not met by a state (as would be the case in 2014 if a state did not
implement its own state designed exchange).  Does that make sense?  We’re working on our end to
find examples but any insight or research you might provide us with is deeply appreciated. 
 
Thanks again for all you guys do!
Andrew
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2011 10:04 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Failed Federal Programs
 
Andrew,
I had my intern take an initial stab at your request. Before I continue I wanted to make sure we are
on the right track.
Thank you,
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Intern Sam Dulik 
Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2011 10:37 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: Failed Federal Programs
 
Comprehensive School Reform: http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/inside-school-
research/2010/04/study_says_federal_csr_program.html
 
National Defense Education Act: http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/obama-touts-failed-federal-
program/
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Secure Border Initiative: http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/print-edition/2011/01/21/sbinet-
border-plan-anatomy-of-a.html, http://tmiconsulting.wordpress.com/appendices/appendix-d-why-
feams-failed/
 
Home Affordable Modification Program:
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110330/ap_on_re_us/us_congress_housing
 
Federal Enterprise Architecture Management System:
http://tmiconsulting.wordpress.com/appendices/appendix-d-why-feams-failed/
 
 
I think some of these should work. Let me know.
 
Sam
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Kemper, Jeffrey G
Subject: RE: Fallin statement re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:54:00 PM

No problem!
 

From: Kemper, Jeffrey G [mailto:jkemper@hearst.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Fallin statement re: health insurance exchanges
 
Thank You Alex.
Also Thanks for the governor Live last night with Wendell.  I appreciate your hard work
 
Jeff
 

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:17 PM
To: KOCO.COM NEWS
Subject: Fallin statement re: health insurance exchanges
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Michael Carnuccio; Michael C
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Fallin/Medicaid expansion
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 2:54:00 PM

Excellent thanks for reaching out to us. Feel free to do so at any time
 

From: Michael Carnuccio [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 2:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Michael C
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Fallin/Medicaid expansion
 
Thanks.  This helps reaffirm my theme – that when standard operating procedure in government is
to take more money now and worry about the consequences later, the Governor is wise not to rush
Oklahoma into a position we will regret should November produce the results she is simultaneously
working to achieve. 
 
Best,

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 2:50 PM
To: Michael C
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fallin/medicaid expansion
 
Michael, this article is an accurate representation of the gov’s position:
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120724_336_0_GovMar820522
 
She has said she will not make a decision regarding Medicaid expansion until after the November
election, largely because of political, policy and economic uncertainties that still loom large.
 
Her first preference, obviously, is for Governor Romney to be elected president and for him to work
with Congress to repeal and replace ObamaCare in its entirety. She plans to actively work to help
Gov. Romney in his campaign and hopes that a new Congress and president can make this a reality.
 
Regardless of who is president, the governor also feels that there are too many economic and public
policy questions left unanswered for her to  make an immediate decision about Medicaid expansion.
It is a fact that any expansion will cost the state of Oklahoma more tax dollars. That cost comes at a
time when the federal government may or may not act to suspend the alternative minimum tax,
may or may not renew the Bush tax cuts, and may or may not cut over $500 billion in defense
spending (which would cost an estimated 16,000 Oklahoma jobs). All of these things would affect
Oklahoma’s economy and budget. Furthermore, if an Obama White House continues to insist on tax
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increases and huge cuts in the defense budget, it has the potential to plunge the nation back into
recession.  
 
For all of these reasons Gov. Fallin has said she will continue to study the issue and wait until after
the November election to announce a decision.
 
Note that where a potential insurance exchange is concerned, the governor also continues to study
that issue. She has not, however, attached a timeline to her decision on an exchange.  
 
Also, here is the governor’s position and history with the ACA:
 
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and
unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant
Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against
the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general
as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and will actively campaign
for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to
overturn and replace the ACA.
 

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Roberts, Anne M
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:21:00 AM

Many thanks!
 

From: Roberts, Anne M [mailto:Anne.Roberts@Integris-Health.com] 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:22 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: FAQ's: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
Andrew and Katie – I will incorporate this into my weekly update for our leadership teams throughout

the INTEGRIS system. Our hospital administrators and local boards are very engaged with their

legislators, and they “get” this issue!

 

I’ll report back next week. Thanks, Anne

 

Anne Roberts 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
INTEGRIS Health 
3366 Northwest Expressway, Suite 800 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112 
Phone: (405) 949-3348 
Cell:  (405) 627-9877 
E-Mail: Anne.Roberts@Integrisok.com

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:15 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FAQ's: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
Please see below for the Governor’s offices’ answers to 5 frequently asked questions on the
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange. We hope this will be helpful as you engage Senate members
on this issue.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
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lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
 

This e-mail may contain identifiable health information that is subject to protection under
state and federal law. This information is intended to be for the use of the individual named
above. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited and may be punishable by
law. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify us immediately
by electronic mail (reply).
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov
Subject: RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:33:00 PM

This is great. thanks
 

From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
 
Hi Alex, 

Attached are a few news releases and letters related to federal overreach. Let me know if you have

any questions or need further information. 

Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

  

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "diane.clay@oag.ok.gov" <diane.clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Cc:        Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 02:25 PM 
Subject:        federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

Hi Diane - The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled “How
the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible about what the
state of Oklahoma has done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where federal policies
have been intrusive. 
  
I know the AG’s office has filed several lawsuits that might fall under this subject (including the ObamaCare suit).
Would you mind pointing me in the right direction, or shooting me some of the press releases you’ve sent, so I
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can start collecting that info? We’d like to make sure to highlight your work. thanks.   
  
  
Alex Weintz 
Communications Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
phone: (405) 522-8819 
cell: (405) 535-7317 
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov 
  
  
  
 

37067

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov
Subject: RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:33:00 PM

Do you have the stuff from early 2011 about the ObamaCare lawsuit? Thanks again
 

From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
 
Hi Alex, 

Attached are a few news releases and letters related to federal overreach. Let me know if you have

any questions or need further information. 

Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

  

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "diane.clay@oag.ok.gov" <diane.clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Cc:        Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 02:25 PM 
Subject:        federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

Hi Diane - The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled “How
the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible about what the
state of Oklahoma has done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where federal policies
have been intrusive. 
  
I know the AG’s office has filed several lawsuits that might fall under this subject (including the ObamaCare suit).
Would you mind pointing me in the right direction, or shooting me some of the press releases you’ve sent, so I

37068

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov


can start collecting that info? We’d like to make sure to highlight your work. thanks.   
  
  
Alex Weintz 
Communications Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
phone: (405) 522-8819 
cell: (405) 535-7317 
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov
Subject: RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 4:05:00 PM

Thanks!
 

From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 4:06 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
 
It's attached. 

Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

  

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov" <Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 03:33 PM 
Subject:        RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

Do you have the stuff from early 2011 about the ObamaCare lawsuit? Thanks again 
  
From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend 
  
Hi Alex, 

Attached are a few news releases and letters related to federal overreach. Let me know if you have

any questions or need further information. 
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Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

 

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "diane.clay@oag.ok.gov" <diane.clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Cc:        Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 02:25 PM 
Subject:        federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

 

Hi Diane - The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled “How
the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible about what the
state of Oklahoma has done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where federal policies
have been intrusive. 
 
I know the AG’s office has filed several lawsuits that might fall under this subject (including the ObamaCare suit).
Would you mind pointing me in the right direction, or shooting me some of the press releases you’ve sent, so I
can start collecting that info? We’d like to make sure to highlight your work. thanks.   
 
 
Alex Weintz 
Communications Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
phone: (405) 522-8819 
cell: (405) 535-7317 
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 4:45:00 PM

No, but its attributable to me and exactly what she’s been asking us to tell the media in the last two
meetings so I didn’t run it by her.
I am pretty comfortable with that … unless of course, you are not.
I will send to her as an FYI now?
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
 
Did gov approve?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline for exchanges:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
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deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:04:00 PM

Well then see, we were right!
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
 
Don’t care, was just asking. I think that’s fine except for the fact that HHS released a letter this
afternoon moving the deadline…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 4:45 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
 
No, but its attributable to me and exactly what she’s been asking us to tell the media in the last two
meetings so I didn’t run it by her.
I am pretty comfortable with that … unless of course, you are not.
I will send to her as an FYI now?
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
 
Did gov approve?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
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questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline for exchanges:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:03:00 PM

I was messing around there, but is that response ok>?

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene

Kudos - not too many compliments from reporters...

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:58 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: follow up with wayne greene

Wayne compliments my well crafted response and asks a follow up: " Should the state exchange include
a means for Oklahomans to take advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?"

I would like to say: "The governor is satisfied with the direction the legislature has decided to move in."

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

That's well crafted. One follow-up: Should the state exchange include a means for Oklahomans to take
advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/2/2012 3:18 PM >>>
Wayne, Katie is not available but I have statements below attributable to me. Hope this helps.

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?

            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an online Oklahoma
private insurance network for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable health
insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That's why the legislature acted several years ago to lay
the groundwork for an online insurance network, and why conservative groups like the Heritage
Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being forced
on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an ObamaCare
exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While Governor Fallin envisions a
marketplace governed by free market principles and consumer choice, President Obama does not. For
that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of Oklahoma to design and create its own
marketplace than to have one imposed on it by Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based online
marketplace. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-based
exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a 'compliant' marketplace looks like. However, it is clear that
designing the kind of conservative, free-market online marketplace that we want in Oklahoma is a step
in the right direction.     
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Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

        There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose a
federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections and future
Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the governor and our state
legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect new leadership in Washington, just as
she hopes Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits against ObamaCare.

        What we can control is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend itself from
having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building an Oklahoma-based online marketplace consistent
with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:00:00 PM

You want to replace 'satisfied' with 'okay'?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:59 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene

Can we say "the governor is okay with the direction?"

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:58 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: follow up with wayne greene

Wayne compliments my well crafted response and asks a follow up: " Should the state exchange include
a means for Oklahomans to take advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?"

I would like to say: "The governor is satisfied with the direction the legislature has decided to move in."

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

That's well crafted. One follow-up: Should the state exchange include a means for Oklahomans to take
advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/2/2012 3:18 PM >>>
Wayne, Katie is not available but I have statements below attributable to me. Hope this helps.

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?

            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an online Oklahoma
private insurance network for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable health
insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That's why the legislature acted several years ago to lay
the groundwork for an online insurance network, and why conservative groups like the Heritage
Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being forced
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on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an ObamaCare
exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While Governor Fallin envisions a
marketplace governed by free market principles and consumer choice, President Obama does not. For
that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of Oklahoma to design and create its own
marketplace than to have one imposed on it by Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based online
marketplace. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-based
exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a 'compliant' marketplace looks like. However, it is clear that
designing the kind of conservative, free-market online marketplace that we want in Oklahoma is a step
in the right direction.     

Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

        There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose a
federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections and future
Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the governor and our state
legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect new leadership in Washington, just as
she hopes Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits against ObamaCare.

        What we can control is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend itself from
having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building an Oklahoma-based online marketplace consistent
with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
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about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:05:00 PM

Ok. somewhere in between "the governor is down with that" and the "governor is 'aight with it"

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:04 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene

Katies "ok" was probably more our correct temperature

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:03 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene

I was messing around there, but is that response ok>?

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: follow up with wayne greene

Kudos - not too many compliments from reporters...

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:58 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: follow up with wayne greene

Wayne compliments my well crafted response and asks a follow up: " Should the state exchange include
a means for Oklahomans to take advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?"

I would like to say: "The governor is satisfied with the direction the legislature has decided to move in."

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

That's well crafted. One follow-up: Should the state exchange include a means for Oklahomans to take
advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/2/2012 3:18 PM >>>
Wayne, Katie is not available but I have statements below attributable to me. Hope this helps.

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
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            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an online Oklahoma
private insurance network for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable health
insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That's why the legislature acted several years ago to lay
the groundwork for an online insurance network, and why conservative groups like the Heritage
Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being forced
on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an ObamaCare
exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While Governor Fallin envisions a
marketplace governed by free market principles and consumer choice, President Obama does not. For
that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of Oklahoma to design and create its own
marketplace than to have one imposed on it by Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based online
marketplace. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-based
exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a 'compliant' marketplace looks like. However, it is clear that
designing the kind of conservative, free-market online marketplace that we want in Oklahoma is a step
in the right direction.     

Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

        There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose a
federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections and future
Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the governor and our state
legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect new leadership in Washington, just as
she hopes Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits against ObamaCare.

        What we can control is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend itself from
having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building an Oklahoma-based online marketplace consistent
with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
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To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 11:16:04 AM

Gov approved
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 09:53 AM
To: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments 
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:27:00 AM

When there is a break in the program, itd be helpful if you guys could bring this to the gov’s
attention and try to get that statement approved
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; maryfallin ; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 
Article for background:

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court said Monday it will hear arguments next March
over President Barack Obama's health care overhaul, accepting a case that could rival the
historic Bush v. Gore ruling in shaking the political landscape.

The decision to hear arguments in the spring allows plenty of time for a decision in late June,
just over four months before Election Day. This sets up an election-year showdown over the
White House's main domestic policy achievement.

The justices announced they will hear more than five hours of arguments from lawyers on the
constitutionality of a provision at the heart of the law, the requirement that individuals buy
health insurance starting in 2014 or pay a penalty, and other related questions about the act.

The White House said "we are pleased that the court has agreed to hear this case."

"We know the Affordable Care Act is constitutional and are confident the Supreme Court
will agree," communications director Dan Pfeiffer said in a statement.

Republicans have called the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act unconstitutional
since before Obama signed it into law in March 2010. But federal appeals courts have been
split on their assessment.

The high court's 5-4 decision in the Bush v. Gore case nearly 11 years ago effectively sealed
George W. Bush's 2000 presidential election victory.

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:54 AM
To: 'maryfallin '; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law
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                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: Re: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:28:15 AM

Will do after press conference 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:27 AM
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments 
 
When there is a break in the program, itd be helpful if you guys could bring this to the gov’s
attention and try to get that statement approved
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; maryfallin ; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 
Article for background:

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court said Monday it will hear arguments next March
over President Barack Obama's health care overhaul, accepting a case that could rival the
historic Bush v. Gore ruling in shaking the political landscape.

The decision to hear arguments in the spring allows plenty of time for a decision in late June,
just over four months before Election Day. This sets up an election-year showdown over the
White House's main domestic policy achievement.

The justices announced they will hear more than five hours of arguments from lawyers on the
constitutionality of a provision at the heart of the law, the requirement that individuals buy
health insurance starting in 2014 or pay a penalty, and other related questions about the act.

The White House said "we are pleased that the court has agreed to hear this case."

"We know the Affordable Care Act is constitutional and are confident the Supreme Court
will agree," communications director Dan Pfeiffer said in a statement.

Republicans have called the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act unconstitutional
since before Obama signed it into law in March 2010. But federal appeals courts have been
split on their assessment.

The high court's 5-4 decision in the Bush v. Gore case nearly 11 years ago effectively sealed
George W. Bush's 2000 presidential election victory.

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
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Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:54 AM
To: 'maryfallin '; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; maryfallin ; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:55:00 AM

Article for background:

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court said Monday it will hear arguments next March
over President Barack Obama's health care overhaul, accepting a case that could rival the
historic Bush v. Gore ruling in shaking the political landscape.

The decision to hear arguments in the spring allows plenty of time for a decision in late June,
just over four months before Election Day. This sets up an election-year showdown over the
White House's main domestic policy achievement.

The justices announced they will hear more than five hours of arguments from lawyers on the
constitutionality of a provision at the heart of the law, the requirement that individuals buy
health insurance starting in 2014 or pay a penalty, and other related questions about the act.

The White House said "we are pleased that the court has agreed to hear this case."

"We know the Affordable Care Act is constitutional and are confident the Supreme Court
will agree," communications director Dan Pfeiffer said in a statement.

Republicans have called the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act unconstitutional
since before Obama signed it into law in March 2010. But federal appeals courts have been
split on their assessment.

The high court's 5-4 decision in the Bush v. Gore case nearly 11 years ago effectively sealed
George W. Bush's 2000 presidential election victory.

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:54 AM
To: 'maryfallin '; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
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                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: Re: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 11:57:02 AM

Very well. The panel was the best she has sounded in a awhile. Press was whatever. They were
there for Haslam. 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 11:55 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Craig Perry 
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments 
 
How did the panel/presser go?
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:28 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: Re: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 
Will do after press conference 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:27 AM
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments 
 
When there is a break in the program, itd be helpful if you guys could bring this to the gov’s
attention and try to get that statement approved
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; maryfallin ; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 
Article for background:

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court said Monday it will hear arguments next March
over President Barack Obama's health care overhaul, accepting a case that could rival the
historic Bush v. Gore ruling in shaking the political landscape.

The decision to hear arguments in the spring allows plenty of time for a decision in late June,
just over four months before Election Day. This sets up an election-year showdown over the
White House's main domestic policy achievement.

The justices announced they will hear more than five hours of arguments from lawyers on the
constitutionality of a provision at the heart of the law, the requirement that individuals buy
health insurance starting in 2014 or pay a penalty, and other related questions about the act.

37092

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Craig.Perry@Gov.ok.gov


The White House said "we are pleased that the court has agreed to hear this case."

"We know the Affordable Care Act is constitutional and are confident the Supreme Court
will agree," communications director Dan Pfeiffer said in a statement.

Republicans have called the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act unconstitutional
since before Obama signed it into law in March 2010. But federal appeals courts have been
split on their assessment.

The high court's 5-4 decision in the Bush v. Gore case nearly 11 years ago effectively sealed
George W. Bush's 2000 presidential election victory.

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:54 AM
To: 'maryfallin '; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 

37093

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 11:55:00 AM

How did the panel/presser go?
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:28 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: Re: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 
Will do after press conference 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:27 AM
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments 
 
When there is a break in the program, itd be helpful if you guys could bring this to the gov’s
attention and try to get that statement approved
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; maryfallin ; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 
Article for background:

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court said Monday it will hear arguments next March
over President Barack Obama's health care overhaul, accepting a case that could rival the
historic Bush v. Gore ruling in shaking the political landscape.

The decision to hear arguments in the spring allows plenty of time for a decision in late June,
just over four months before Election Day. This sets up an election-year showdown over the
White House's main domestic policy achievement.

The justices announced they will hear more than five hours of arguments from lawyers on the
constitutionality of a provision at the heart of the law, the requirement that individuals buy
health insurance starting in 2014 or pay a penalty, and other related questions about the act.

The White House said "we are pleased that the court has agreed to hear this case."

"We know the Affordable Care Act is constitutional and are confident the Supreme Court
will agree," communications director Dan Pfeiffer said in a statement.

Republicans have called the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act unconstitutional
since before Obama signed it into law in March 2010. But federal appeals courts have been
split on their assessment.
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The high court's 5-4 decision in the Bush v. Gore case nearly 11 years ago effectively sealed
George W. Bush's 2000 presidential election victory.

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:54 AM
To: 'maryfallin '; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: John Estus
Subject: RE: For Immediate Release-House Democratic Leader Inman"s Comments on Gov. Fallin"s Rejection of

Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:46:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks.
 

From: John Estus [mailto:John.Estus@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: For Immediate Release-House Democratic Leader Inman's Comments on Gov. Fallin's
Rejection of Medicaid Expansion
 
 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jacquelyn Walsh <Jacquelyn.Walsh@okhouse.gov>
Date: November 19, 2012, 3:42:08 PM CST
To: "glehmann@theadanews.com" <glehmann@theadanews.com>, "Alan Clepper
(radio@kofm.com)" <radio@kofm.com>, "Albert Lindsey
(alindsey@blackchronicle.com)" <alindsey@blackchronicle.com>, "Alex Cameron
(alex.cameron@news9.net)" <alex.cameron@news9.net>, "aliciaw86@

 "Altus Times (editor@altustimes.com)"
<editor@altustimes.com>, Amanda Brown <amanda.brown@kxii.com>, "Amari Kimbro
(amari.kimbro@ltgov.state.ok.us)" <amari.kimbro@ltgov.state.ok.us>, "Amber England
(england.amber@  "Amy Sparks
(asparks@okea.org)" <asparks@okea.org>, "news@anadarko-news.com"
<news@anadarko-news.com>, "afugate@Oklahoman.com"
<afugate@Oklahoman.com>, "faw4056@hotmail.com" <faw4056@hotmail.com>,
"Angela Rodriguez (newsgirl1954@aol.com)" <newsgirl1954@aol.com>, Angela Spotts
<angela.spotts@provalue.net>, "angie_baby84@hotmail.com"
<angie_baby84@hotmail.com>, "aksteiner@aol.com" <aksteiner@aol.com>,
"anniew12345@earthlink.net" <anniew12345@earthlink.net>, "Anthony Douglas
(adouglas@oknaacp.org)" <adouglas@oknaacp.org>, "theasp@brightok.net"
<theasp@brightok.net>, "April Clark (kperry@kvsp.com)" <kperry@kvsp.com>,
"news@arkcity.net" <news@arkcity.net>, "news@ardemgaz.com"
<news@ardemgaz.com>, " (akarges@okstatechamber.com)"
<akarges@okstatechamber.com>, "Arnella Karges (Business Fax)" <IMCEAFAX-
Arnella+20Karges+40+2B1+20+28405+29+20235-3670@okhouse.gov>, "
(ahamilton@okobserver.net)" <ahamilton@okobserver.net>, "
(editor@bannernewspaper.com)" <editor@bannernewspaper.com>, "Barbara
Hoberock (barbara.hoberock@tulsaworld.com)"
<barbara.hoberock@tulsaworld.com>, "barbarastaggs
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< , "Barbara Vice (news@drumrightgusher.com)"
<news@drumrightgusher.com>, "news@drumrightgusher.com"
<news@drumrightgusher.com>, "KWON/KYFM/KRIG (kevin@bartlesvilleradio.com)"
<kevin@bartlesvilleradio.com>, "lilly.bernadean@

 "bethmyers@clearchannel.com"
<bethmyers@clearchannel.com>, "Beth Myers (BethMyers@clearchannel.com)"
<BethMyers@clearchannel.com>, "J. R. Burton (beth@bethanytribune.net)"
<beth@bethanytribune.net>, "bettysimmons@aol.com" <bettysimmons@aol.com>,
"bwolfe@minyard.org" <bwolfe@minyard.org>, "wcbateman@hotmail.com"
<wcbateman@hotmail.com>, "Bill Johnston (news@southcountyleader.com)"
<news@southcountyleader.com>, "Bill Moakley (pregister@earthlink.net)"
<pregister@earthlink.net>, "Bill Robinson (coalgaterec@aol.com)"
<coalgaterec@aol.com>, "bgpope@pldi.net" <bgpope@pldi.net>,
"umoja79@aol.com" <umoja79@aol.com>, "news@blackwelljournaltribune.net"
<news@blackwelljournaltribune.net>, "Blackwell Journal Tribune (news@grcnet.net)"
<news@grcnet.net>, "Blake Cummings (blakecummings@suddenlink.net)"
<blakecummings@suddenlink.net>, "Bob Sands (onr@oeta.pbs.org)"
<onr@oeta.pbs.org>, "Bobbie Miller (bobbie.miller@kfor.com)"
<bobbie.miller@kfor.com>, "Brad House (ed.antlers.amer@sbcglobal.net)"
<ed.antlers.amer@sbcglobal.net>, "Brad House (editor@durantdemocrat.com)"
<editor@durantdemocrat.com>, "westvillereporter@yahoo.com"
<westvillereporter@yahoo.com>, "Brent Jones (bjones@mustangnews.info)"
<bjones@mustangnews.info>, "Brett Jones (ccole@mustangnews.info)"
<ccole@mustangnews.info>, "Brian King (brian.king@oid.ok.gov)"
<brian.king@oid.ok.gov>, "Brian Ruth (brian@grand-chronicle.com)" <brian@grand-
chronicle.com>, "bristownews@sbcglobal.net" <bristownews@sbcglobal.net>,
"Broken Arrow Ledger (gregoryp@baledger.com)" <gregoryp@baledger.com>, Lesa
Jones <lesaj@baledger.com>, "Bruce Willingham (paper@mccurtain.com)"
<paper@mccurtain.com>, "Bryan County Star (bcstar@plylerpublishing.com)"
<bcstar@plylerpublishing.com>, "Calvin Rees (
<  "Candace Richerson (

"lwvokla@aol.com" <lwvokla@aol.com>,
"cara_laverty@  "Carla Short
(reportergrovesun@gmail.com)" <reportergrovesun@gmail.com>, "
(carlos.t@tylermedia.com)" <carlos.t@tylermedia.com>, "tabu@pldi.net"
<tabu@pldi.net>, "caroljruth@aol.com" <caroljruth@aol.com>, "crdalbow@pldi.net"
<crdalbow@pldi.net>, "cwhite@idabelps.org" <cwhite@idabelps.org>,
"cspaulding@muskogeephoenix.com" <cspaulding@muskogeephoenix.com>, "Cecilia
Duggins (sasakwabusybody@yahoo.com)" <sasakwabusybody@yahoo.com>,
"morley_cj@  "CH Jackson
(keokktlq@cablelynx.com)" <keokktlq@cablelynx.com>, "Chad McKee
(  "cbarrick@cableone.net"
<cbarrick@cableone.net>, "charlesbiggs@tulsabeacon.com"
<charlesbiggs@tulsabeacon.com>, "Charlie Taraboletti (news@bartlesvilleradio.com)"
<news@bartlesvilleradio.com>, "kennecharle@aol.com" <kennecharle@aol.com>,
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"Carol Angle (chermessenger@att.net)" <chermessenger@att.net>,
"jstamper@sbcglobal.net" <jstamper@sbcglobal.net>, "Christi Vanover
(kgeb@oru.edu)" <kgeb@oru.edu>, "Christy Wheeland
(christyw@cowetaamerican.com)" <christyw@cowetaamerican.com>, "Cindy Allen
(editor@enidnews.com)" <editor@enidnews.com>, "Claremore Progress
(rcowling@claremoreprogress.com)" <rcowling@claremoreprogress.com>,
"maned@swbell.net" <maned@swbell.net>, Kathy Parker
<kparker@pryordailytimes.com>, "Clytie Bunyan (cbunyan@opubco.com)"
<cbunyan@opubco.com>, " (communitylinks1999@yahoo.com)"
<communitylinks1999@yahoo.com>, "conrad@yukonreview.net"
<conrad@yukonreview.net>, "Conrad Dudderar (revieweditor@sbcglobal.net)"
<revieweditor@sbcglobal.net>, "thebeacon@cordellbeacon.com"
<thebeacon@cordellbeacon.com>, "Cortney Walton (cwalton@ksbitv.com)"
<cwalton@ksbitv.com>, "County Times (tct@countytimes.org)"
<tct@countytimes.org>, "Crescent Courier  (news@crescentcourier.com)"
<news@crescentcourier.com>, "Cdrwenski@
"csholtwick@aol.com" <csholtwick@aol.com>, "Cynthia Lanham (dpearcy@north-
ok.edu)" <dpearcy@north-ok.edu>, "D. Hudspeth (dhudspeth@sulphurtimes.com)"
<dhudspeth@sulphurtimes.com>, "D. Jo Ferguson (news@pawneechief.net)"
<news@pawneechief.net>, "news@ocolly.com" <news@ocolly.com>, "Dale Williams
(ktlv1220@aol.com)" <ktlv1220@aol.com>, "dbnewville@aol.com"
<dbnewville@aol.com>, "Dave Boyd (kitoamfm@yahoo.com)"
<kitoamfm@yahoo.com>, "dkoester@hearst.com" <dkoester@hearst.com>, "David
Averill (david.averill@tulsaworld.com)" <david.averill@tulsaworld.com>, David Blatt
<dblatt@okpolicy.org>, "dbradley@kswo.com" <dbradley@kswo.com>,
"n5kuj@aim.com" <n5kuj@aim.com>, " (david@okdemocrats.org)"
<david@okdemocrats.org>, "David Sellers (capitolhillbeacon@coxinet.net)"
<capitolhillbeacon@coxinet.net>, "David Warren (mail@oasisnetwork.org)"
<mail@oasisnetwork.org>, "Dax Davis (dax.davis@cumulus.com)"
<dax.davis@cumulus.com>, "Dayna Robinson (allennews@aol.com)"
<allennews@aol.com>, "Deb Rosebery (bcnews@ptsi.net)" <bcnews@ptsi.net>,
"Debbie Browning (news@kgynradio.com)" <news@kgynradio.com>, "Debbie
McDonald (tct@countytimes.org)" <tct@countytimes.org>, "dzapata@oklatel.net"
<dzapata@oklatel.net>, "Oktagme@aol.com" <Oktagme@aol.com>, "Derrek Manning
(elkcitian@elkcitian.com)" <elkcitian@elkcitian.com>, " (diane.clay@oag.ok.gov)"
<diane.clay@oag.ok.gov>, "domerd@bigfoot.com" <domerd@bigfoot.com>,
"dmecoy@oklahoman.com" <dmecoy@oklahoman.com>, "Don Sporleder
(sporled@brightok.net)" <sporled@brightok.net>, "Donita Quesnel
(scott.brooks@newson6.net)" <scott.brooks@newson6.net>, "Donita Quesnel
(EBryan@KOTV.com)" <EBryan@KOTV.com>, "Donny Cofer
(news@seminoleproducer.com)" <news@seminoleproducer.com>, "Donny Dofer
(news@seminoleproducer.com)" <news@seminoleproducer.com>,
"dotshaw@yahoo.com" <dotshaw@yahoo.com>, "Drew Harmon
(dharmon@edmondsun.com)" <dharmon@edmondsun.com>, "Dusty Darr
(DDarr@aarp.org)" <DDarr@aarp.org>, "echannon@texarkanagazette.com"
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<echannon@texarkanagazette.com>, " (emily@ecapitol.net)" <emily@ecapitol.net>,
"news@edmondsun.com" <news@edmondsun.com>, "
(lhernandez.nacional@coxinet.net)" <lhernandez.nacional@coxinet.net>, El Reno
Tribune <rdyer@elrenotribune.com>, "patriotic1970@yahoo.com"
<patriotic1970@yahoo.com>, "news@ecdailynews.com" <news@ecdailynews.com>,
"ellenphdpe@aol.com" <ellenphdpe@aol.com>, "emmettok@excite.com"
<emmettok@excite.com>, Eric Bradshaw <Eric.Bradshaw@okhouse.gov>, "
(erussell.stu2@my.okcu.edu)" <erussell.stu2@my.okcu.edu>, "Erin Boeckman
(erin@ecapitol.net)" <erin@ecapitol.net>, "Faith Wylie (oologahnews@aol.com)"
<oologahnews@aol.com>, "Fawn Porter (fporter@mustangnews.info)"
<fporter@mustangnews.info>, "Fox 23 (news@fox23.com)" <news@fox23.com>,
"freedomcall@pldi.net" <freedomcall@pldi.net>, "sgamble@texarkanagazette.com"
<sgamble@texarkanagazette.com>, "Gary Huddleston (garyhudd@ionet.net)"
<garyhudd@ionet.net>, "lapatt44@hotmail.com" <lapatt44@hotmail.com>, "
(gfowler14@  " (gperry@okpolicy.org)"
<gperry@okpolicy.org>, "sassykim46@  "Glen
Seeber (news@duncanbanner.com)" <news@duncanbanner.com>,
"GlennAMead@aol.com" <GlennAMead@aol.com>, "hightower@

 "Gloria Trotter (editor@countywidenews.com)"
<editor@countywidenews.com>, "Gordon Walker (roseokcfriday@aol.com)"
<roseokcfriday@aol.com>, "vcgfriday@aol.com" <vcgfriday@aol.com>,
"horseman339@aol.com" <horseman339@aol.com>,
"publisher@henryettanewspaper.com" <publisher@henryettanewspaper.com>,
"Guthrie News Leader (bramsey@guthrienewsleader.net)"
<bramsey@guthrienewsleader.net>, "Guthrie News Leader (gnleditor@sbcglobal.net)"
<gnleditor@sbcglobal.net>, "Guymon Daily Herald (editor@guymondailyherald.com)"
<editor@guymondailyherald.com>, "Michael Wright (editor@ptsi.net)"
<editor@ptsi.net>, "Helen Barrett (news@alvareviewcourier.net)"
<news@alvareviewcourier.net>, "bjones@thehenryettan.com"
<bjones@thehenryettan.com>, "Hinton Record (goodnews@wrnews.net)"
<goodnews@wrnews.net>, "Hobart Democrat-Chief (dcnews@cableone.net)"
<dcnews@cableone.net>, "hoby@fairviewrepublican.com"
<hoby@fairviewrepublican.com>, "Holdenville News
(holdenvillenews@sbcglobal.net)" <holdenvillenews@sbcglobal.net>,
"hollisnews@pldi.net" <hollisnews@pldi.net>, " (info@okhousedems.com)"
<info@okhousedems.com>, "Stan Stamper (krystle@hugonews.com)"
<krystle@hugonews.com>, "editor@sbcglobal.net" <editor@sbcglobal.net>,
"hugonews@sbcglobal.net" <hugonews@sbcglobal.net>, "Ida Roberts
(fxchief@cimtel.net)" <fxchief@cimtel.net>, "Inola Independent
(inolanewspaper@tds.net)" <inolanewspaper@tds.net>, "J. B. Bittner
(editor@woodwardnews.net)" <editor@woodwardnews.net>, "J. B. Blosser Bittner
(jbbittner@  "jackboyte@

 "Jackie Faye (jfaye@ksbitv.com)" <jfaye@ksbitv.com>,
"jdpeppers@hotmail.com" <jdpeppers@hotmail.com>, "James Beaty
(jbeaty@mcalesternews.com)" <jbeaty@mcalesternews.com>, "James Durocher
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(info@okcbusiness.com)" <info@okcbusiness.com>, "jamesbeene1951
 "jcjohn@sulphurtimes.com"

<jcjohn@sulphurtimes.com>, "okmoline@aol.com" <okmoline@aol.com>, "James
Patrick (louise@bighearttimes.com)" <louise@bighearttimes.com>, "James Patrick
(byevans31@aol.com)" <byevans31@aol.com>, "james@ruralenterprises.com"
<james@ruralenterprises.com>, "jpsuthers@pldi.net" <jpsuthers@pldi.net>, Jamie
Ratliff <jratliff@ksbitv.com>, "jan.mont@  "Janet
Barba (dcjnews@yahoo.com)" <dcjnews@yahoo.com>, "oknypd1@

 "ragency@pldi.net" <ragency@pldi.net>,
"jannrodg@  "Janice Taylor
(jataylor@gcinet.net)" <jataylor@gcinet.net>, "Jared Deck (jared@jareddeck.com)"
<jared@jareddeck.com>, "Jared Shouse (jrshouse@

 "Jarrod Tollett (jtollett@adacomp.net)"
<jtollett@adacomp.net>, Jason Sutton <Jason.Sutton@okhouse.gov>, Jason Warfe
<Jason.Warfe@okhouse.gov>, "jayowens11@
"Jennifer Brock (brock@oksenate.gov)" <brock@oksenate.gov>,
"robinrising@  "Jerry Bohnen
(jerrybohnen@ktok.com)" <jerrybohnen@ktok.com>, "Jerry Butler (keyb@keyb.net)"
<keyb@keyb.net>, "denson@pldi.net" <denson@pldi.net>, "Jerry Ellis
(thellis@valliant.net)" <thellis@valliant.net>, " (jpittman@chickashaleader.com)"
<jpittman@chickashaleader.com>, "Jerry Pittman (Business Fax)" <IMCEAFAX-
Jerry+20Pittman+40+2B1+20+28405+29+20224-1016@okhouse.gov>, "Jerry Vaughn
(bill@eteamradio.com)" <bill@eteamradio.com>, "Jill Allen (jallen@ksbitv.com)"
<jallen@ksbitv.com>, "JPDBM48@aol.com" <JPDBM48@aol.com>, "Jim Campbell
(sysop@okpress.com)" <sysop@okpress.com>, "Jim Nimmo
(info@cottonelectric.com)" <info@cottonelectric.com>, "editor@cushingcitizen.com"
<editor@cushingcitizen.com>, "jomahon@ptsi.net" <jomahon@ptsi.net>, "Jo Smith
(jo.smith@tinker.af.mil)" <jo.smith@tinker.af.mil>, "hwinc@

 "Joe Freeland (doublestars@
 "bvrnews@ptsi.net" <bvrnews@ptsi.net>, "Robison, Joel

[OK]" <jrobison@okea.org>, "John Clark (spirographic@sbcglobal.net)"
<spirographic@sbcglobal.net>, John Estus <John.Estus@okhouse.gov>,
"theherolds@hotmail.com" <theherolds@hotmail.com>, "jlocke42@hotmail.com"
<jlocke42@hotmail.com>, "jprice@lrec.org" <jprice@lrec.org>, "John Small
(  "John Yates
(newsman@mcalesterradio.com)" <newsman@mcalesterradio.com>, "John Yeats
(baptistmessenger@okbaptist.net)" <baptistmessenger@okbaptist.net>,
"capital_democrat@yahoo.com" <capital_democrat@yahoo.com>,
"jonathan@jedwardsmith.com" <jonathan@jedwardsmith.com>,
"cstark@joplinglobe.com" <cstark@joplinglobe.com>, "Josh Koehn
(koehn@lsb.state.ok.us)" <koehn@lsb.state.ok.us>, "Joyce Carney
(connectionnews@hotmail.com)" <connectionnews@hotmail.com>,
"jkcheatham@  "mccombs1@aol.com"
<mccombs1@aol.com>, "easonmcintyre@lsb.state.ok.us"
<easonmcintyre@lsb.state.ok.us>, "Judy Friskup (meekernews@allegiance.tv)"
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<meekernews@allegiance.tv>, "jgolden@tulsarealtors.com"
<jgolden@tulsarealtors.com>, "juliestrong@swbell.net" <juliestrong@swbell.net>,
"Justin Edgeg (KADA@cableone.net)" <KADA@cableone.net>, Conn Goodwin
<rsgazette@sbcglobal.net>, "Karen Green (newsroom@news-star.com)"
<newsroom@news-star.com>, "Karen Lang (collegian@opsu.edu)"
<collegian@opsu.edu>, "anichinimoore@hotmail.com"
<anichinimoore@hotmail.com>, "penrider@yahoo.com" <penrider@yahoo.com>,
"Kathy Plumbtree (kplumbtree@aol.com)" <kplumbtree@aol.com>, "
(khawk@okea.org)" <khawk@okea.org>, "Katie Richey (krichey@okpolicy.org)"
<krichey@okpolicy.org>, "KBEZ (mail@kbez.com)" <mail@kbez.com>, "Keith
Skrzypczak (urbantulsa@urbantulsa.com)" <urbantulsa@urbantulsa.com>, "Kelli
Williams (kwilliams@examiner-enterprise.com)" <kwilliams@examiner-
enterprise.com>, "Kelly Filer (kswo@kswo.com)" <kswo@kswo.com>,
"guycoun@ptsi.net" <guycoun@ptsi.net>, "Ken Kiser (mps@kanokla.net)"
<mps@kanokla.net>, "burton@ptsi.net" <burton@ptsi.net>, "Kent Bush
(chicknewseditor@yahoo.com)" <chicknewseditor@yahoo.com>,
"editor@chickashanews.com" <editor@chickashanews.com>,
"ckentking@netzero.com" <ckentking@netzero.com>, "Kevin Grice
(k101@k101online.com)" <k101@k101online.com>, "Kevin Hassler
(enidnews@enidnewsandeagle.com)" <enidnews@enidnewsandeagle.com>, "Kevin
Hilley (actatoka@atoka.net)" <actatoka@atoka.net>, "KFDX TV 3 (kfdx@kfdx.com)"
<kfdx@kfdx.com>, "KFXI (kfxi@texhoma.net)" <kfxi@texhoma.net>, "Kim Jackson
(jacksav1@suddenlink.net)" <jacksav1@suddenlink.net>, "kmcconnell@lawton-
constitution.com" <kmcconnell@lawton-constitution.com>, "kfrtimes@pldi.net"
<kfrtimes@pldi.net>, "KJIL Kansas (news@kjil.com)" <news@kjil.com>, "KKNG News
(kkngnews@tylermedia.com)" <kkngnews@tylermedia.com>,
"klbcradio@netcommander.com" <klbcradio@netcommander.com>, "KMGZ Lawton
(station@kmgz.com)" <station@kmgz.com>, "KMGZ Lawton (kmgz@aol.com)"
<kmgz@aol.com>, "kocc@oc.edu" <kocc@oc.edu>, "KOCO TV (desk@koco.com)"
<desk@koco.com>, "assignmentdesk@channeloklahoma.com"
<assignmentdesk@channeloklahoma.com>, "bill@eteamradio.com"
<bill@eteamradio.com>, "kokhnews@sbgnet.com" <kokhnews@sbgnet.com>, "
(kollkenn@  "Korina Atchley
(news@fairviewrepublican.com)" <news@fairviewrepublican.com>, "Korina Schneider
(reporter@kanokla.net)" <reporter@kanokla.net>, Kris Steele
<krissteele@okhouse.gov>, "Kristen May (kristen.may@journalrecord.com)"
<kristen.may@journalrecord.com>, "info@ksbitv.com" <info@ksbitv.com>, "KSPI
(stillwaterradio@coxinet.net)" <stillwaterradio@coxinet.net>, "KTCS-FM 99. 9
(production@ktcs.com)" <production@ktcs.com>, "KTUL (dbrowning@ktul.com)"
<dbrowning@ktul.com>, "desk@ktultv.net" <desk@ktultv.net>, "KTUZ
(desk@ktulhome.net)" <desk@ktulhome.net>, "KTUL TV (jjohnston@ktul.com)"
<jjohnston@ktul.com>, "KTUZ  (desk@ktulhome.net)" <desk@ktulhome.net>, "KWTV
- OKC - Sean Saied (saied@kwtv.com)" <saied@kwtv.com>, "firstnews@kxii.com"
<firstnews@kxii.com>, Kyle Meade <kylemeade@okhouse.gov>,
"lshorenews@aol.com" <lshorenews@aol.com>, "hominynews2@gmail.com"
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<hominynews2@gmail.com>, "Larry Longan (larry_longan@yahoo.com)"
<larry_longan@yahoo.com>, "wynnewoodgazette@sbcglobal.net"
<wynnewoodgazette@sbcglobal.net>, "Latimer County News-Tribune (lcnt@att.net)"
<lcnt@att.net>, "Laura Young (editor@poteaudailynews.com)"
<editor@poteaudailynews.com>, "Lawrence Gibbs (gibbsnet@brightok.net)"
<gibbsnet@brightok.net>, "Jenna Kennedy (lwo@coxinet.net)" <lwo@coxinet.net>,
"Lealon Taylor (the_chief2@yahoo.com)" <the_chief2@yahoo.com>, "Lee Lane
(papercase@cimtel.net)" <papercase@cimtel.net>, "Leeta M. Henson (kihn@att.net)"
<kihn@att.net>, "LeFlore County Journal (craig@leflorecountyjournal.com)"
<craig@leflorecountyjournal.com>, "lminor@texarkanagazette.com"
<lminor@texarkanagazette.com>, " (Leslie.Blair@oklatourism.gov)"
<Leslie.Blair@oklatourism.gov>, "L. Treeline" <finetreeline@yahoo.com>,
"lcnchandler@sbcglobal.net" <lcnchandler@sbcglobal.net>, "Linda Jones
(kirc1059@aol.com)" <kirc1059@aol.com>, "thelindsaynews@cableprinting.com"
<thelindsaynews@cableprinting.com>, "newsteam@kten.com"
<newsteam@kten.com>, "lshearer@edmondsun.com" <lshearer@edmondsun.com>,
"Lori Cooper (heraldnews@carnegienet.net)" <heraldnews@carnegienet.net>, "Lorrie
Quinnelly (editor@sapulpadailyherald.com)" <editor@sapulpadailyherald.com>,
"greenlynndemocrat@yahoo.com" <greenlynndemocrat@yahoo.com>, "Lynn Moon
(lfletcherherald@aol.com)" <lfletcherherald@aol.com>, "Lynnette George
(news@heralddemocrat.com)" <news@heralddemocrat.com>,
"cd3mack@hotmail.com" <cd3mack@hotmail.com>, "recordeditorial@sbcglobal.net"
<recordeditorial@sbcglobal.net>, "bennett@lsb.state.ok.us"
<bennett@lsb.state.ok.us>, "Mandy Morgan (krmg.news@cox.com)"
<krmg.news@cox.com>, "Mangum Star (mangumstar@cableone.net)"
<mangumstar@cableone.net>, "Mannix Barnes (mannixbarnes@juno.com)"
<mannixbarnes@juno.com>, "Marco Castillo (kixr@kixr.com)" <kixr@kixr.com>,
"mlphillips@telepath.com" <mlphillips@telepath.com>, "
(marie.price@journalrecord.com)" <marie.price@journalrecord.com>,
"mkgoodban@itlnet.net" <mkgoodban@itlnet.net>, "wanns@windstream.net"
<wanns@windstream.net>, "mthomas@okpress.com" <mthomas@okpress.com>,
"mreview@cableone.net" <mreview@cableone.net>,
"marsha.miller@ardmoreite.com" <marsha.miller@ardmoreite.com>, "Marvin Leyerle
(pacer@pldi.net)" <pacer@pldi.net>, "maharsh00@hotmail.com"
<maharsh00@hotmail.com>, "Mary Jo Kinzie (director@naswok.org)"
<director@naswok.org>, " (Glanville@oksenate.gov)" <Glanville@oksenate.gov>,
"Matt Harney (matt@harneyandassociates.com)" <matt@harneyandassociates.com>,
"Matt Lane (editor@mcalesternews.com)" <editor@mcalesternews.com>,
"lathamok@gmail.com" <lathamok@gmail.com>, "Mayes County Banner
(vicangus@junct.com)" <vicangus@junct.com>, "demonews@bigbasinllc.com"
<demonews@bigbasinllc.com>, "Megan Benn (mwbenn@sbcglobal.net)"
<mwbenn@sbcglobal.net>, " (mengh@okea.org)" <mengh@okea.org>, "Melanie
Smith (cheystar@dobsonteleco.com)" <cheystar@dobsonteleco.com>, "
(Melissa.fuller@oid.ok.gov)" <Melissa.fuller@oid.ok.gov>, "Meredon Cable
(thelindsaynews@cableprinting.com)" <thelindsaynews@cableprinting.com>,
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"okcnews@metronetworks.com" <okcnews@metronetworks.com>, "MetroSource -
Terry Cordingley (Terry_Cordingley@metronetworks.com)"
<Terry_Cordingley@metronetworks.com>, "Miami News Record
(news@miaminewsrecord.com)" <news@miaminewsrecord.com>, "Michael Askins
(maskins@potawatomi.org)" <maskins@potawatomi.org>,
"michael.cross@okstate.edu" <michael.cross@okstate.edu>, "Michael McNutt
(mmcnutt@oklahoman.com)" <mmcnutt@oklahoman.com>, "Michael, Jayne Sconyers
(mcloudhometownnews@yahoo.com)" <mcloudhometownnews@yahoo.com>,
"Michelle Peller (news@edmondpaper.com)" <news@edmondpaper.com>, "Mid-
Del/Harrah News (publisher@okmetronews.com)" <publisher@okmetronews.com>,
"Mike Brown (stroudamerican@brightok.net)" <stroudamerican@brightok.net>, "Mike
Courington (news@thehometownchannel.com)" <news@thehometownchannel.com>,
"mikec73772@yahoo.com" <mikec73772@yahoo.com>, "Mike Dain
(mikedain@clearchannel.com)" <mikedain@clearchannel.com>, "Mike McCarville
(McCarvilleReport@aol.com)" <McCarvilleReport@aol.com>,
"michael.mccormick@news-star.com" <michael.mccormick@news-star.com>, "Mike
McCoy (mikemccoy@clearchannel.com)" <mikemccoy@clearchannel.com>,
"mrogers@bixbyps.org" <mrogers@bixbyps.org>, "Mike Thornberry
(waurnews@texhoma.net)" <waurnews@texhoma.net>, "mike@plainsnet.net"
<mike@plainsnet.net>, "mweddi6222@aol.com" <mweddi6222@aol.com>, "Morris
News (morrisnews@onalot.com)" <morrisnews@onalot.com>, "lhobbs@westok.net"
<lhobbs@westok.net>, "Mut Asharu (joyc@kjmz.com)" <joyc@kjmz.com>,
"nancy74346@yahoo.com" <nancy74346@yahoo.com>, "Nancy Galvan
(kzue@aol.com)" <kzue@aol.com>, " (sporled@brightok.net)"
<sporled@brightok.net>, "nytnews@nytimes.com" <nytnews@nytimes.com>,
"letters@nytimes.com" <letters@nytimes.com>, "news@newkirkherald.com"
<news@newkirkherald.com>, "News 9 (newsdesk@news9.net)"
<newsdesk@news9.net>, "editor@normantranscript.com"
<editor@normantranscript.com>, "editor@normantranscript.com"
<editor@normantranscript.com>, "Norman Transcript
(dparker@normantranscript.com)" <dparker@normantranscript.com>,
"tne@nsuok.edu" <tne@nsuok.edu>, "novicek@yahoo.com" <novicek@yahoo.com>,
"Nuestra Del Comunidad (ncomunidad@cox.net)" <ncomunidad@cox.net>,
"okconsti@aol.com" <okconsti@aol.com>, " (oknewswire@yahoogroups.com)"
<oknewswire@yahoogroups.com>, "Oklahoma Eagle (news@theoklahomaeagle.net)"
<news@theoklahomaeagle.net>, "Eddie Madison (editor@theoklahomaeagle.net)"
<editor@theoklahomaeagle.net>, "editor@okgazette.com" <editor@okgazette.com>,
"dailynews@ou.edu" <dailynews@ou.edu>, "dailyeditor@ou.edu"
<dailyeditor@ou.edu>, "P. J. Guy (hasnews@valornet.com)"
<hasnews@valornet.com>, "tekicatt@aol.com" <tekicatt@aol.com>, "
(pampaul@  "sports@city-sentinel.com" <sports@city-
sentinel.com>, "Tipatpete@yahoo.com" <Tipatpete@yahoo.com>, "
(patrick@capitolbeatok.com)" <patrick@capitolbeatok.com>, "Patrick Ford
(drtimes@rapfire.net)" <drtimes@rapfire.net>, "p1776liberty@hotmail.com"
<p1776liberty@hotmail.com>, "Patty Armer (parmer14@suddenlink.net)"
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<parmer14@suddenlink.net>, "Paul Box (kbel967@yahoo.com)"
<kbel967@yahoo.com>, paul davis <pdavis@mhat.org>, "Pauls Valley Democrat
(marie@pvdemocrat.com)" <marie@pvdemocrat.com>, "Pennie
(pennieorwp  "penparsons@yahoo.com"
<penparsons@yahoo.com>, "news@thejournalok.com" <news@thejournalok.com>,
"Perry Daily Journal (Gloria@perrydailyjournal.com)" <Gloria@perrydailyjournal.com>,
"wlarmon@ptsi.net" <wlarmon@ptsi.net>, "jhudson@ptsi.net" <jhudson@ptsi.net>,
"Pete Wilson (valeader@valliant.net)" <valeader@valliant.net>, "Peter Rudy
(stixx23@hotmail.com)" <stixx23@hotmail.com>, "Phil Turney (wbbz@wbbz.com)"
<wbbz@wbbz.com>, "Picher Tristate Tribune (news.staff@miaminewsrecord.com)"
<news.staff@miaminewsrecord.com>, "news@poncacitynews.com"
<news@poncacitynews.com>, "Printing World (prtworld@aol.com)"
<prtworld@aol.com>, "rmcdermott@texarkanagazette.com"
<rmcdermott@texarkanagazette.com>, "Ramey Cozart (kkbs@kkbs.com)"
<kkbs@kkbs.com>, "Rebekah Williams (rebekah.sonp@brightok.net)"
<rebekah.sonp@brightok.net>, "Rena Guay (peace.arena@gmail.com)"
<peace.arena@gmail.com>, "stilwelldj@windstream.net"
<stilwelldj@windstream.net>, "Rev. J A Reed (news@okcherald.org)"
<news@okcherald.org>, "Rey Madrid (rey_madrid@yahoo.com)"
<rey_madrid@yahoo.com>, "Ricky Chase (khkc103@yahoo.com)"
<khkc103@yahoo.com>, "rcollins@okgazette.com" <rcollins@okgazette.com>,
"Robert Allen (stillwaterradio@coxinet.net)" <stillwaterradio@coxinet.net>, "Robert
Burch (rburch@oeta.tv)" <rburch@oeta.tv>, "ccgilbert@cebridge.net"
<ccgilbert@cebridge.net>, "Robin Brown (ijads@bigbasinllc.com)"
<ijads@bigbasinllc.com>, "Robin Dorner (rdorner@
"rdhardaway@nwosu.edu" <rdhardaway@nwosu.edu>, "Roger Pugh
(piedmontgazette@cs.com)" <piedmontgazette@cs.com>, "Roger Thompson
(news@okemahnewsleader.com)" <news@okemahnewsleader.com>, "Ron Henderson
(pemco@sbcglobal.net)" <pemco@sbcglobal.net>, "Ronda Rodgers
(vistamedia@yahoo.com)" <vistamedia@yahoo.com>, "Roy Faulkenberry
(heavenerledger@windstream.net)" <heavenerledger@windstream.net>,
"russellgriffin@  "Rusty Ferguson
(carusty@sbcglobal.net)" <carusty@sbcglobal.net>, "Rusty Ferguson
(lrfergy@aol.com)" <lrfergy@aol.com>, "Rusty Fleming (grandchr@grand-
chronicle.com)" <grandchr@grand-chronicle.com>, "rturner@nwaonline.net"
<rturner@nwaonline.net>, "Ryan Kiesel 

 "Sally Maxwell (news@seqcotimes.com)"
<news@seqcotimes.com>, "Sally Maxwell (countyreporter@seqcotimes.com)"
<countyreporter@seqcotimes.com>, "Sally Maxwell (jimmayo@seqcotimes.com)"
<jimmayo@seqcotimes.com>, "Sammie Gary (krwood@itlnet.net)"
<krwood@itlnet.net>, "Jenningss@student.swosu.edu"
<Jenningss@student.swosu.edu>, "news@sandspringsleader.com"
<news@sandspringsleader.com>, "Sandy Davis (sbennett@rendabroadcasting.com)"
<sbennett@rendabroadcasting.com>, "ssstuart@suddenlink.net"
<ssstuart@suddenlink.net>, "sayrerecord@cableone.net"

37104

mailto:parmer14@suddenlink.net
mailto:kbel967@yahoo.com
mailto:kbel967@yahoo.com
mailto:pdavis@mhat.org
mailto:marie@pvdemocrat.com
mailto:marie@pvdemocrat.com
mailto:penparsons@yahoo.com
mailto:penparsons@yahoo.com
mailto:news@thejournalok.com
mailto:news@thejournalok.com
mailto:Gloria@perrydailyjournal.com
mailto:Gloria@perrydailyjournal.com
mailto:wlarmon@ptsi.net
mailto:wlarmon@ptsi.net
mailto:jhudson@ptsi.net
mailto:jhudson@ptsi.net
mailto:valeader@valliant.net
mailto:valeader@valliant.net
mailto:stixx23@hotmail.com
mailto:stixx23@hotmail.com
mailto:wbbz@wbbz.com
mailto:wbbz@wbbz.com
mailto:news.staff@miaminewsrecord.com
mailto:news.staff@miaminewsrecord.com
mailto:news@poncacitynews.com
mailto:news@poncacitynews.com
mailto:prtworld@aol.com
mailto:prtworld@aol.com
mailto:rmcdermott@texarkanagazette.com
mailto:rmcdermott@texarkanagazette.com
mailto:kkbs@kkbs.com
mailto:kkbs@kkbs.com
mailto:rebekah.sonp@brightok.net
mailto:rebekah.sonp@brightok.net
mailto:peace.arena@gmail.com
mailto:peace.arena@gmail.com
mailto:stilwelldj@windstream.net
mailto:stilwelldj@windstream.net
mailto:news@okcherald.org
mailto:news@okcherald.org
mailto:rey_madrid@yahoo.com
mailto:rey_madrid@yahoo.com
mailto:khkc103@yahoo.com
mailto:khkc103@yahoo.com
mailto:rcollins@okgazette.com
mailto:rcollins@okgazette.com
mailto:stillwaterradio@coxinet.net
mailto:stillwaterradio@coxinet.net
mailto:rburch@oeta.tv
mailto:rburch@oeta.tv
mailto:ccgilbert@cebridge.net
mailto:ccgilbert@cebridge.net
mailto:ijads@bigbasinllc.com
mailto:ijads@bigbasinllc.com
mailto:rdhardaway@nwosu.edu
mailto:rdhardaway@nwosu.edu
mailto:piedmontgazette@cs.com
mailto:piedmontgazette@cs.com
mailto:news@okemahnewsleader.com
mailto:news@okemahnewsleader.com
mailto:pemco@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pemco@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vistamedia@yahoo.com
mailto:vistamedia@yahoo.com
mailto:heavenerledger@windstream.net
mailto:heavenerledger@windstream.net
mailto:carusty@sbcglobal.net
mailto:carusty@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lrfergy@aol.com
mailto:lrfergy@aol.com
mailto:grandchr@grand-chronicle.com
mailto:grandchr@grand-chronicle.com
mailto:grandchr@grand-chronicle.com
mailto:rturner@nwaonline.net
mailto:rturner@nwaonline.net
mailto:news@seqcotimes.com
mailto:news@seqcotimes.com
mailto:countyreporter@seqcotimes.com
mailto:countyreporter@seqcotimes.com
mailto:jimmayo@seqcotimes.com
mailto:jimmayo@seqcotimes.com
mailto:krwood@itlnet.net
mailto:krwood@itlnet.net
mailto:Jenningss@student.swosu.edu
mailto:Jenningss@student.swosu.edu
mailto:news@sandspringsleader.com
mailto:news@sandspringsleader.com
mailto:sbennett@rendabroadcasting.com
mailto:sbennett@rendabroadcasting.com
mailto:ssstuart@suddenlink.net
mailto:ssstuart@suddenlink.net
mailto:sayrerecord@cableone.net


<sayrerecord@cableone.net>, "Scott Coppenbarger (scoppenbarger@ksbitv.com)"
<scoppenbarger@ksbitv.com>, "Scott Mitchell (thescottmitchell@aol.com)"
<thescottmitchell@aol.com>, "Sean Kelly (kushradio@yahoo.com)"
<kushradio@yahoo.com>, "Sean Murphy (smurphy@ap.org)" <smurphy@ap.org>,
"Sharon Maggard (praguetimes@brightok.net)" <praguetimes@brightok.net>, "Shawn
Ashley (shawn@ecapitol.net)" <shawn@ecapitol.net>, "Shawn Tiemann
(news@k101online.com)" <news@k101online.com>, "Sheila Blankenship
(advance@ptsi.net)" <advance@ptsi.net>, "chirosheshe@aol.com"
<chirosheshe@aol.com>, "Sherry Gann (mconley@pawhuskajournalcapital.com)"
<mconley@pawhuskajournalcapital.com>, "Sherryshikles@

 "Skip Copeland (kkbi@pine-net.com)" <kkbi@pine-
net.com>, "southeasttimes@gmail.com" <southeasttimes@gmail.com>,
"editor@swdtimes.com" <editor@swdtimes.com>, "Southwest Times-Record
(jhansen@swtimes.com)" <jhansen@swtimes.com>, "stephenbrinlee@hotmail.com"
<stephenbrinlee@hotmail.com>, "Steve Belcher (cdnews@swbell.net)"
<cdnews@swbell.net>, "theboones@yahoo.com" <theboones@yahoo.com>, "Steve
Jarman (sjarman@suddenlink.net)" <sjarman@suddenlink.net>, "Steve Testerman
(news@newkirkherald.com)" <news@newkirkherald.com>, " (stelvin@ymail.com)"
<stelvin@ymail.com>, "Stigler News (news@stiglernews.com)"
<news@stiglernews.com>, "Stigler News Sentinel (editor@stiglernews.com)"
<editor@stiglernews.com>, "editor@stwnewspress.com"
<editor@stwnewspress.com>, "skramer@weleetka.k12.ok.us"
<skramer@weleetka.k12.ok.us>, "Susan Bosch (news@muskogeephoenix.com)"
<news@muskogeephoenix.com>, "Susan Hatfield (joyc@kjmz.com)"
<joyc@kjmz.com>, "Tahlequah Daily Press (news@tahlequahdailypress.com)"
<news@tahlequahdailypress.com>, "The Paper (thepaper@mayescounty.com)"
<thepaper@mayescounty.com>, "tleerenegar@yahoo.com"
<tleerenegar@yahoo.com>, " (thomas.larson@gov.ok.gov)"
<thomas.larson@gov.ok.gov>, "timbeauchamp@yahoo.com"
<timbeauchamp@yahoo.com>, "Tim Curtin (sendnews@wrnews.net)"
<sendnews@wrnews.net>, "Tim Granahan (timgranahan@clearchannel.com)"
<timgranahan@clearchannel.com>, "tmauldin@alumni.ou.edu"
<tmauldin@alumni.ou.edu>, "Tim Reese (timreese@
"ttalley@ap.org" <ttalley@ap.org>, "Todd (pageem2000@yahoo.com)"
<pageem2000@yahoo.com>, "Todd Miller (kalvradio@yahoo.com)"
<kalvradio@yahoo.com>, "tomjackson@oddpost.com" <tomjackson@oddpost.com>,
"news@journalrecord.com" <news@journalrecord.com>, "Toni Parlett
(hcjbuffalo@yahoo.com)" <hcjbuffalo@yahoo.com>, "Tony Weir (mail@klvv.com)"
<mail@klvv.com>, "Tracy Thomas (tracythomas@clearchannel.com)"
<tracythomas@clearchannel.com>, "Trav Robertson (trav@okdemocrats.org)"
<trav@okdemocrats.org>, "news@tulsaworld.com" <news@tulsaworld.com>,
"info@gtrnews.com" <info@gtrnews.com>, "editor@tuttletimes.com"
<editor@tuttletimes.com>, "vphodges@ptsi.net" <vphodges@ptsi.net>, "Verdigris
Voice (verdigrisvoice@wbok.net)" <verdigrisvoice@wbok.net>, "Vian Tenkiller News
(news@bigbasinllc.com)" <news@bigbasinllc.com>, "Vicki Albright

37105

mailto:sayrerecord@cableone.net
mailto:scoppenbarger@ksbitv.com
mailto:scoppenbarger@ksbitv.com
mailto:thescottmitchell@aol.com
mailto:thescottmitchell@aol.com
mailto:kushradio@yahoo.com
mailto:kushradio@yahoo.com
mailto:smurphy@ap.org
mailto:smurphy@ap.org
mailto:praguetimes@brightok.net
mailto:praguetimes@brightok.net
mailto:shawn@ecapitol.net
mailto:shawn@ecapitol.net
mailto:news@k101online.com
mailto:news@k101online.com
mailto:advance@ptsi.net
mailto:advance@ptsi.net
mailto:chirosheshe@aol.com
mailto:chirosheshe@aol.com
mailto:mconley@pawhuskajournalcapital.com
mailto:mconley@pawhuskajournalcapital.com
mailto:kkbi@pine-net.com
mailto:kkbi@pine-net.com
mailto:kkbi@pine-net.com
mailto:southeasttimes@gmail.com
mailto:southeasttimes@gmail.com
mailto:editor@swdtimes.com
mailto:editor@swdtimes.com
mailto:jhansen@swtimes.com
mailto:jhansen@swtimes.com
mailto:stephenbrinlee@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenbrinlee@hotmail.com
mailto:cdnews@swbell.net
mailto:cdnews@swbell.net
mailto:theboones@yahoo.com
mailto:theboones@yahoo.com
mailto:sjarman@suddenlink.net
mailto:sjarman@suddenlink.net
mailto:news@newkirkherald.com
mailto:news@newkirkherald.com
mailto:stelvin@ymail.com
mailto:stelvin@ymail.com
mailto:news@stiglernews.com
mailto:news@stiglernews.com
mailto:editor@stiglernews.com
mailto:editor@stiglernews.com
mailto:editor@stwnewspress.com
mailto:editor@stwnewspress.com
mailto:skramer@weleetka.k12.ok.us
mailto:skramer@weleetka.k12.ok.us
mailto:news@muskogeephoenix.com
mailto:news@muskogeephoenix.com
mailto:joyc@kjmz.com
mailto:joyc@kjmz.com
mailto:news@tahlequahdailypress.com
mailto:news@tahlequahdailypress.com
mailto:thepaper@mayescounty.com
mailto:thepaper@mayescounty.com
mailto:tleerenegar@yahoo.com
mailto:tleerenegar@yahoo.com
mailto:thomas.larson@gov.ok.gov
mailto:thomas.larson@gov.ok.gov
mailto:timbeauchamp@yahoo.com
mailto:timbeauchamp@yahoo.com
mailto:sendnews@wrnews.net
mailto:sendnews@wrnews.net
mailto:timgranahan@clearchannel.com
mailto:timgranahan@clearchannel.com
mailto:tmauldin@alumni.ou.edu
mailto:tmauldin@alumni.ou.edu
mailto:ttalley@ap.org
mailto:ttalley@ap.org
mailto:pageem2000@yahoo.com
mailto:pageem2000@yahoo.com
mailto:kalvradio@yahoo.com
mailto:kalvradio@yahoo.com
mailto:tomjackson@oddpost.com
mailto:tomjackson@oddpost.com
mailto:news@journalrecord.com
mailto:news@journalrecord.com
mailto:hcjbuffalo@yahoo.com
mailto:hcjbuffalo@yahoo.com
mailto:mail@klvv.com
mailto:mail@klvv.com
mailto:tracythomas@clearchannel.com
mailto:tracythomas@clearchannel.com
mailto:trav@okdemocrats.org
mailto:trav@okdemocrats.org
mailto:news@tulsaworld.com
mailto:news@tulsaworld.com
mailto:info@gtrnews.com
mailto:info@gtrnews.com
mailto:editor@tuttletimes.com
mailto:editor@tuttletimes.com
mailto:vphodges@ptsi.net
mailto:vphodges@ptsi.net
mailto:verdigrisvoice@wbok.net
mailto:verdigrisvoice@wbok.net
mailto:news@bigbasinllc.com
mailto:news@bigbasinllc.com


(inolanewspaper@tds.net)" <inolanewspaper@tds.net>, "Vickie Eisenhour
(rcoyle@telepath.com)" <rcoyle@telepath.com>, "Vinita Daily Journal
(vdjnews@cableone.net)" <vdjnews@cableone.net>, " (dburgess@vinitanews.com)"
<dburgess@vinitanews.com>, "Virgle Smith (krsc-fm@rsu.edu)" <krsc-fm@rsu.edu>,
"W. R. Casey (studio51@cox.net)" <studio51@cox.net>,
"zanet@wagonertribune.com" <zanet@wagonertribune.com>, "hanan@pldi.net"
<hanan@pldi.net>, "corn-news@itlnet.net" <corn-news@itlnet.net>, "Wayne Greene
(wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com)" <wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com>, "Shannon
Crabbs (wdn@wdnonline.com)" <wdn@wdnonline.com>, "Weekly Leader
(weeklyleader.mark@gmail.com)" <weeklyleader.mark@gmail.com>, Wendy Pratt
<wendy_pratt@sde.state.ok.us>, "Will Payne (Shelbyt@k955.com)"
<Shelbyt@k955.com>, "Will Prescott (news@kgou.org)" <news@kgou.org>, "William
C Morgan (thtimes@okplus.com)" <thtimes@okplus.com>, "William Walter
(barb@hennesseyclipper.com)" <barb@hennesseyclipper.com>,
"monitorok@sbcglobal.net" <monitorok@sbcglobal.net>, "Yale News
(yalenewspaper@aol.com)" <yalenewspaper@aol.com>, Anastasia Pittman
<Anastasia.Pittman@okhouse.gov>, Ben Sherrer <bensherrer@okhouse.gov>, Brian
Renegar <Brian.Renegar@okhouse.gov>, Chuck Hoskin <Chuck.Hoskin@okhouse.gov>,
"Cory T. Williams" <Cory.Williams@okhouse.gov>, Curtis McDaniel
<Curtis.McDaniel@okhouse.gov>, Danny Morgan <dannymorgan@okhouse.gov>,
Donnie Condit <Donnie.Condit@okhouse.gov>, Ed Cannaday
<Ed.Cannaday@okhouse.gov>, Emily Virgin <Emily.Virgin@okhouse.gov>, Eric Proctor
<Eric.Proctor@okhouse.gov>, Jabar Shumate <Jabar.Shumate@okhouse.gov>, James
Lockhart <James.Lockhart@okhouse.gov>, Jeannie McDaniel
<jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov>, Jerry McPeak <jerrymcpeak@okhouse.gov>, Jerry
Shoemake <jerryshoemake@okhouse.gov>, Joe Dorman <Joe.Dorman@okhouse.gov>,
Larry Glenn <larryglenn@okhouse.gov>, Mike Brown <mikebrown@okhouse.gov>,
Mike Shelton <mikeshelton@okhouse.gov>, Paul Roan <paulroan@okhouse.gov>,
Purcy Walker <purcywalker@okhouse.gov>, "R.C. Pruett" <rcpruett@okhouse.gov>,
Rebecca Hamilton <rebeccahamilton@okhouse.gov>, Richard Morrissette
<richardmorrissette@okhouse.gov>, Scott Inman <Scott.Inman@okhouse.gov>,
Seneca Scott <Seneca.Scott@okhouse.gov>, Steve Kouplen
<Steve.Kouplen@okhouse.gov>, Wade Rousselot <waderousselot@okhouse.gov>,
Wes Hilliard <Wes.Hilliard@okhouse.gov>, Will Fourkiller
<Will.Fourkiller@okhouse.gov>, Democratic Legislators
<DemocraticLegislators@hs1.lsb.state.ok.us>, Democrat Senators
<DemocratSenators@okhouse.gov>, Democratic Legislative Assistants
<DemocraticLegislativeAssistants@hs1.lsb.state.ok.us>, Aaron Byrd <abyrd@oeta.tv>,
Blair Waltman <bwaltman@oeta.tv>, Cathy Tatom <ctatom@oeta.tv>, Fox 23
<news@fox23.com>, "Fox-23: Abbie Alford" <aalford@fox23.com>, KAUT - Joe
Kozlowski <joe.kozlowski@kfor.com>, KDOR-TV - Channel 17 Broken Arrow
<kdor@tbn.org>, KFOR-TV - Channel 4 OKC <news4@kfor.com>, "KFOR-TV - Chuck
Musgrove, Assignment Editor" <chuck.musgrove@kfor.com>, "KFOR-TV - Steve
Johnson, Assignment Editor" <steve.johnson@kfor.com>, KGEB-TV - Oral Roberts
University <kgeb@oru.edu>, "KJRH: Casey Roebuck" <roebuck@kjrh.com>, KJRH-TV -

37106

mailto:inolanewspaper@tds.net
mailto:inolanewspaper@tds.net
mailto:rcoyle@telepath.com
mailto:rcoyle@telepath.com
mailto:vdjnews@cableone.net
mailto:vdjnews@cableone.net
mailto:dburgess@vinitanews.com
mailto:dburgess@vinitanews.com
mailto:krsc-fm@rsu.edu
mailto:krsc-fm@rsu.edu
mailto:studio51@cox.net
mailto:studio51@cox.net
mailto:zanet@wagonertribune.com
mailto:zanet@wagonertribune.com
mailto:hanan@pldi.net
mailto:hanan@pldi.net
mailto:corn-news@itlnet.net
mailto:corn-news@itlnet.net
mailto:wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
mailto:wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
mailto:wdn@wdnonline.com
mailto:wdn@wdnonline.com
mailto:weeklyleader.mark@gmail.com
mailto:weeklyleader.mark@gmail.com
mailto:wendy_pratt@sde.state.ok.us
mailto:Shelbyt@k955.com
mailto:Shelbyt@k955.com
mailto:news@kgou.org
mailto:news@kgou.org
mailto:thtimes@okplus.com
mailto:thtimes@okplus.com
mailto:barb@hennesseyclipper.com
mailto:barb@hennesseyclipper.com
mailto:monitorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:monitorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:yalenewspaper@aol.com
mailto:yalenewspaper@aol.com
mailto:Anastasia.Pittman@okhouse.gov
mailto:bensherrer@okhouse.gov
mailto:Brian.Renegar@okhouse.gov
mailto:Chuck.Hoskin@okhouse.gov
mailto:Cory.Williams@okhouse.gov
mailto:Curtis.McDaniel@okhouse.gov
mailto:dannymorgan@okhouse.gov
mailto:Donnie.Condit@okhouse.gov
mailto:Ed.Cannaday@okhouse.gov
mailto:Emily.Virgin@okhouse.gov
mailto:Eric.Proctor@okhouse.gov
mailto:Jabar.Shumate@okhouse.gov
mailto:James.Lockhart@okhouse.gov
mailto:jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov
mailto:jerrymcpeak@okhouse.gov
mailto:jerryshoemake@okhouse.gov
mailto:Joe.Dorman@okhouse.gov
mailto:larryglenn@okhouse.gov
mailto:mikebrown@okhouse.gov
mailto:mikeshelton@okhouse.gov
mailto:paulroan@okhouse.gov
mailto:purcywalker@okhouse.gov
mailto:rcpruett@okhouse.gov
mailto:rebeccahamilton@okhouse.gov
mailto:richardmorrissette@okhouse.gov
mailto:Scott.Inman@okhouse.gov
mailto:Seneca.Scott@okhouse.gov
mailto:Steve.Kouplen@okhouse.gov
mailto:waderousselot@okhouse.gov
mailto:Wes.Hilliard@okhouse.gov
mailto:Will.Fourkiller@okhouse.gov
mailto:DemocraticLegislators@hs1.lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:DemocratSenators@okhouse.gov
mailto:DemocraticLegislativeAssistants@hs1.lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:abyrd@oeta.tv
mailto:bwaltman@oeta.tv
mailto:ctatom@oeta.tv
mailto:news@fox23.com
mailto:aalford@fox23.com
mailto:joe.kozlowski@kfor.com
mailto:kdor@tbn.org
mailto:news4@kfor.com
mailto:chuck.musgrove@kfor.com
mailto:steve.johnson@kfor.com
mailto:kgeb@oru.edu
mailto:roebuck@kjrh.com


Channel 2 Tulsa <news@kjrh.com>, KJRH-TV - Marla Carter <mcarter@kjrh.com>,
KOCB-TV - Channel 34 OKC <csmith@sbgnet.com>, KOCO-TV - Channel 5 OKC
<desk@koco.com>, "KOCO-TV - Dave Koester, Assignment Editor"
<dkoester@hearst.com>, KOKH - Newsroom <kokhnews@sbgnet.com>, "KOKH (Fox
25): Andrew Speno" <aspeno@okcfox.com>, "KOKH-TV - Channel 25 "
<news@okcfox.com>, KOTV - Channel 6 Tulsa <newsdesk@newson6.net>, KOTV-6
Emory Bryan <emory.bryan@newson6.net>, KOTV-6 Jennifer Loren
<jennifer.loren@newson6.net>, KOTV-6 Lori Fullbright <lori.fullbright@newson6.net>,
KOTV-6 Matt Bolin <matt.bolin@newson6.net>, KOTV-6 Ron Harig
<ron.harig@newson6.net>, KRSC - Channel 35 Rogers State U. <krsc-tv@rsu.edu>,
KSWO Monte Brown <mbrown@kswo.com>, KSWO-TV - Channel 7 Lawton
<kswo@kswo.com>, "KSWO-TV - Debbie Taylor. Assignment Editor"
<dtaylor@kswo.com>, KTBO - Channel 14 OKC <ktbo@tbn.org>, "KTBO-14 (Trinity
Broadcasting OKC): Tami Froh , director of public affairs" <TFroh@tbn.org>, KTEN-TV -
Channel 10 Ada <newsteam@kten.com>, KTUL-TV - Carlton Houston
<chouston@ktultv.net>, KTUL-TV - Channel 8 Tulsa <desk@ktultv.net>, "KTUL-TV - Pat
Baldwin, General Manager" <pbaldwin@ktultv.net>, KWTV - Alex Cameron
<alex.cameron@griffincommunications.net>, KWTV - Channel 9 OKC
<newsdesk@news9.net>, KWTV - News 9 - Alex Cameron
<alex.cameron@news9.net>, KWTV - News 9 - Kirsten McIntyre
<kirsten.mcintyre@news9.net>, "KWTV - News 9: Emily Wood"
<emily.wood@news9.net>, "KWTV--News 9: Jeff Raymond"
<jeff.raymond@news9.net>, KXII-TV - Ardmore-Sherman-Denison-Durant
<firstnews@kxii.com>, Lis Exon <lexon@oeta.tv>, News 9 Jim Apel
<jimapel@oklahomafarmreport.com>, News9 James Apel <james.apel@news9.net>,
Newsok - Dave Morris <dmorris@opubco.com>, Newsok - David Jones
<djones@opubco.com>, OETA - Bob Sands <bsands@oeta.tv>, OETA - Dick Pryor
<dpryor@oeta.tv>, OETA - Mickey Smith <msmith@oeta.tv>, OETA - ONR
<onr@oeta.tv>, OETA - Steve Bennett <sbennett@oeta.tv>, OETA-TV - Rob McClendon
<rmccl@okcareertech.org>, Oklahoma Horizon <oklahomahorizontv@gmail.com>,
Shawnee News Star - video <Jason.Alexander@news-star.com>, Telemundo -- Chris
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Subject: For Immediate Release-House Democratic Leader Inman's Comments on
Gov. Fallin's Rejection of Medicaid Expansion
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Oklahoma House of Representatives
November 19, 2012

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release:
Contact:  Democratic Leader Scott Inman
Capitol:  (405) 557-5370
 
 

House Democratic Leader Inman’s
Comments on Gov. Fallin’s Rejection of

Medicaid Expansion
 

The Oklahoma House of Representatives’ Democratic
Leadership releases the following statement in response to
Governor Fallin’s decision to reject an expansion of Medicaid and an
Oklahoma solution to health care exchanges mandated under the
Affordable Care Act:
 

Democratic Leader Scott Inman (D-Del City) stated: “On behalf
of the hundreds of thousands of uninsured Oklahomans; the
businesses, doctors and hospitals who are drowning in the costs of
their uncompensated care; and the Oklahoma taxpayer who
ultimately foots the bill for those uninsured through higher taxes
and increased medical costs, House Democratic leaders are deeply
disappointed and frustrated that Governor Fallin and Republican
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Leaders have today decided to play politics with the lives, health
care and pocket books of thousands of Oklahoma citizens.
 

The Governor’s decision will ensure that nearly 200,000
Oklahoma men, women and children will be unable to get the health
care they need. Because other states around the country have
decided to seek health care coverage for their citizens, Oklahoma
Republican leaders have created a situation where Oklahoma tax
dollars will be sent to places like Maryland, Rhode Island and
California to insure their citizens while the poorest uninsured
Oklahomans will continue to go without health insurance.
 

Likewise, by refusing to revisit the issue of health care
exchanges, Governor Fallin has violated one of her principle
campaign promises: to do everything in her power to fight federal
government interference in the Sooner State. Instead of allowing
Oklahomans to establish and create an Oklahoma health care
exchange, she and Republican leaders have simply extended the
invitation to the Obama administration to come to our state and do
it for us. While many in the House Democratic Caucus may not have
supported all of the provisions of the new health care law, we are
realistic and understand that Republican House Speaker John
Boehner’s (R-Ohio) words ring true. Whether we like it or not, ‘it’s
the law of the land.’
 

We respected Governor Fallin’s decision to wait until after the
November Presidential election before moving forward with her
plans on the Medicaid expansion, as well as the establishment of the
health care exchanges. Presumably, if Governor Romney had
prevailed, Oklahoma would have been poised to support the
decision our Governor has announced today. However, since the
election ended with a vastly different result, we had hoped our
state’s leaders would put politics aside and do everything in their
power to ensure whatever is established in Oklahoma is done with
the control and input of Oklahomans.”
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It was recently reported that in order to make her decision,

Governor Fallin took a series of public opinion polls to measure the
political winds. Inman went on to say, “House Democrats believe
leaders shouldn’t govern by sticking one’s finger in the wind, but
instead with the knowledge, courage and fortitude to do what’s
right, even when it may not be politically popular. It would appear
that the Governor and Republican leaders have ignored the
uninsured in our state, as well as the conservative Republican
business people from the hospital and medical community who
vociferously encouraged her to make the right choice.  Instead, the
focus, it appears, is on protecting their right flank from attack in the
next election.”
 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Joseph A. Griffin
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:54:00 PM

This is the governor's position, attributable to me. The governor is reviewing the state's options. She has
not set a timeline.

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the bulk
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that many
aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by
the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the
law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential
nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.

However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin believes it
is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the
future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a
decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will proactively relay these
decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are made.

-----Original Message-----
From: Joseph A. Griffin [mailto:jagriffin@sbgnet.com]
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 4:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until implementing any reforms.  can you
confirm this?

Joe Griffin
Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:53:00 PM

 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision
to uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is
unaffordable and unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the
individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by the authors of
the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates,
including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace
the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA,
Governor Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the
creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon;
it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Right – what was our last written statement to any reporter?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
I haven’t gotten any response from the gov on this. According to USA Today our position on
ObamaCare is we are going to wait until November before we do anything on some combination of
an exchange and Medicaid expansion. Fox25 saw it and wants confirmation. I’m just going to send
them our original statement and say that the gov’s position has not changed.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: 'Mary Fallin'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
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This article from USA today (http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-
12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1) reports the following … it’s written clumsily and
its not clear whether you are waiting until after the election to pursue an exchange or
Medicaid expansion or both:
Oklahoma(18%). Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, plans to wait until after the November

election to decide how to proceed, according to local news accounts. The Legislature has

declined to establish health care exchanges. Fallin hasn't decided whether to expand

Medicaid coverage to more uninsured adults, mostly at federal expense.

 

Please let me know how to proceed. If I confirm that you are going to wait until after the
election for either Medicaid/exchange action, that is a change in our position and the
media here will immediately begin reporting that. if that’s not our position I need to call
USA today and tell them that so they can change their article. We are being asked by local
press so ignoring is not an option.

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Pull off AP stories and see what it says I said..
I think I was probably referring to exchanges and the elections to try to repeal and replace....
On the Medicaid
I generally said we were very concerned with the financial hit our budget and are analyzing
the info
, waiting for HHS to answer questions ..
Is this what you remember Katie??

Mary Fallin

On Jul 16, 2012, at 8:38 AM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, did u say this at nga? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Joseph A. Griffin" <jagriffin@sbgnet.com>
Date: July 16, 2012 4:16:29 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until
implementing any reforms.  can you confirm this?

Joe Griffin
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Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:50:00 PM

I haven’t gotten any response from the gov on this. According to USA Today our position on
ObamaCare is we are going to wait until November before we do anything on some combination of
an exchange and Medicaid expansion. Fox25 saw it and wants confirmation. I’m just going to send
them our original statement and say that the gov’s position has not changed.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: 'Mary Fallin'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 

This article from USA today (http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-
12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1) reports the following … it’s written clumsily and
its not clear whether you are waiting until after the election to pursue an exchange or
Medicaid expansion or both:
Oklahoma(18%). Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, plans to wait until after the November

election to decide how to proceed, according to local news accounts. The Legislature has

declined to establish health care exchanges. Fallin hasn't decided whether to expand

Medicaid coverage to more uninsured adults, mostly at federal expense.

 

Please let me know how to proceed. If I confirm that you are going to wait until after the
election for either Medicaid/exchange action, that is a change in our position and the
media here will immediately begin reporting that. if that’s not our position I need to call
USA today and tell them that so they can change their article. We are being asked by local
press so ignoring is not an option.

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Pull off AP stories and see what it says I said..
I think I was probably referring to exchanges and the elections to try to repeal and replace....
On the Medicaid
I generally said we were very concerned with the financial hit our budget and are analyzing
the info
, waiting for HHS to answer questions ..
Is this what you remember Katie??

Mary Fallin

On Jul 16, 2012, at 8:38 AM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Governor, did u say this at nga? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Joseph A. Griffin" <jagriffin@sbgnet.com>
Date: July 16, 2012 4:16:29 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until
implementing any reforms.  can you confirm this?

Joe Griffin
Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:57:00 PM

Aaron will ask her what the deal is
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Yep, guess we just send that…but I would try to make sure with her…its going to start a shitstorm…
and basically make her decision for us…without even having met with the speaker and the ppt yet,
which I’m not comfortable with. we don’t get to write our own dialogue on this, which would be
unfortunate.
 
Can we beg off and say the gov is in the air and wait until tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision
to uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is
unaffordable and unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the
individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by the authors of
the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates,
including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace
the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA,
Governor Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the
creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon;
it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
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To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Right – what was our last written statement to any reporter?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
I haven’t gotten any response from the gov on this. According to USA Today our position on
ObamaCare is we are going to wait until November before we do anything on some combination of
an exchange and Medicaid expansion. Fox25 saw it and wants confirmation. I’m just going to send
them our original statement and say that the gov’s position has not changed.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: 'Mary Fallin'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 

This article from USA today (http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-
12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1) reports the following … it’s written clumsily and
its not clear whether you are waiting until after the election to pursue an exchange or
Medicaid expansion or both:
Oklahoma(18%). Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, plans to wait until after the November

election to decide how to proceed, according to local news accounts. The Legislature has

declined to establish health care exchanges. Fallin hasn't decided whether to expand

Medicaid coverage to more uninsured adults, mostly at federal expense.

 

Please let me know how to proceed. If I confirm that you are going to wait until after the
election for either Medicaid/exchange action, that is a change in our position and the
media here will immediately begin reporting that. if that’s not our position I need to call
USA today and tell them that so they can change their article. We are being asked by local
press so ignoring is not an option.

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Pull off AP stories and see what it says I said..
I think I was probably referring to exchanges and the elections to try to repeal and replace....
On the Medicaid
I generally said we were very concerned with the financial hit our budget and are analyzing
the info
, waiting for HHS to answer questions ..
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Is this what you remember Katie??

Mary Fallin

On Jul 16, 2012, at 8:38 AM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, did u say this at nga? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Joseph A. Griffin" <jagriffin@sbgnet.com>
Date: July 16, 2012 4:16:29 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until
implementing any reforms.  can you confirm this?

Joe Griffin
Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fox news
Date: Sunday, April 17, 2011 10:24:31 AM

File away for why Time says "Fallin best known for banning Sharia law, siging open carry" instead of
"Fallin best known for refusing grant money to implement Obamacare"

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 09:52 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Fox news

So guess there's out answer

----- Original Message -----
From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Maryfallin ]
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 09:40 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fox news

We can delay Fox till later in week and look for a time

Mary Fallin

On Apr 17, 2011, at 8:13 AM, Denise Northrup 
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> If you are going to the studio, no way you can be back. The 
> chancellor, boren and hargis requested the meeting and we gave them 
> that time, so if that's what you want to do we'll cancel and 
> reschedule, but we may not be able to reach them before they're 
> already headed our way
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Maryfallin ]
> Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 03:00 PM
> To: Alex Weintz
> Cc: Denise Northrup
> Subject: Re: Fox news
>
> I think it would be good too but I would have to delay or miss Monday
> legislative breakfast or the higher ed meeting. Staff could start the
> 9:30 meeting with also bringing in osf.. I could do fox at 9:30 as
> requested than make higher ed meeting later at 10
>
> Mary Fallin
>
> On Apr 16, 2011, at 2:24 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
> wrote:
>
>> Governor, can we set up fox news for monday/tuesday of next week on
>> the insurance exchange? Aaron has the details. I think its important
>> to do it.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fox news
Date: Sunday, April 17, 2011 12:36:12 PM

No. Going in to office today to finish.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 12:26 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Fox news

For real. Does she have monday mornings speech?

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fox news

File away for why Time says "Fallin best known for banning Sharia law, siging open carry" instead of
"Fallin best known for refusing grant money to implement Obamacare"

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 09:52 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Fox news

So guess there's out answer

----- Original Message -----
From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Maryfallin ]
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 09:40 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fox news

We can delay Fox till later in week and look for a time

Mary Fallin

On Apr 17, 2011, at 8:13 AM, Denise Northrup 
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> If you are going to the studio, no way you can be back. The 
> chancellor, boren and hargis requested the meeting and we gave them 
> that time, so if that's what you want to do we'll cancel and 
> reschedule, but we may not be able to reach them before they're 
> already headed our way
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Maryfallin ]
> Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 03:00 PM
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> To: Alex Weintz
> Cc: Denise Northrup
> Subject: Re: Fox news
>
> I think it would be good too but I would have to delay or miss Monday
> legislative breakfast or the higher ed meeting. Staff could start the
> 9:30 meeting with also bringing in osf.. I could do fox at 9:30 as
> requested than make higher ed meeting later at 10
>
> Mary Fallin
>
> On Apr 16, 2011, at 2:24 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
> wrote:
>
>> Governor, can we set up fox news for monday/tuesday of next week on
>> the insurance exchange? Aaron has the details. I think its important
>> to do it.

37122



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:12:27 PM

Gotta love freshmen! 
 
From: Ray Carter [mailto:carterra@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 05:02 PM
To: Ray Carter <carterra@okhouse.gov> 
Subject: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds 
 

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
April 13, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact info below
 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage
Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials
to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant
authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.
            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance
exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.
            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition,
which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did
not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”
            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot
accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-
Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we
want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”
            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting
health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-
Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the
federal funds need to be rejected.”
            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage
Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The
idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to
push federal health care.”
            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting
Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-
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Claremore.
            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we
accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh
Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private
sector to thrive under these free market principles.”
            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal
money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.
            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care
of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman.
            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully
recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.
            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,”
said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange
without any federal ties.”
 
For further comment:
Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft
Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7349
 
Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                  Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley
Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7363
 
Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                    Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell
Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7372
 
Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                  Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn
Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7380
 
Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts
Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7322
 
Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                    Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan
Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7355
 

-30-
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com"
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:07:50 PM

Will get that for you. 

If gov is able to call, is there anytime you would NOT be available? 
 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 01:06 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
What's the source on the "Up to $475 million" costs estimate? wg
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 12:33 PM >>>
At 1020 am this morning the decision was made to make a statement at a press conference we were
already having (re: food drive) to give reporters the chance to ask a couple of questions, rather than
to send a press release. 10 mins later you got an email letting you know about that decision. If you
have followup questions i am happy to do my best to answer them. 

 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
You may not know this, but I can't get from Tulsa to Oklahoma City in half 27 minutes. wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 12:11 PM >>>
Did you get this at 10:33 AM this morning?
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement to
the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion provisions
contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma
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WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com"
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:39:55 PM

I will try to get you on the phone with the governor today for a couple of minutes 
 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
You may not know this, but I can't get from Tulsa to Oklahoma City in half 27 minutes. wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 12:11 PM >>>
Did you get this at 10:33 AM this morning?
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement to
the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion provisions
contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
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and Fund Drive
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma

 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com"
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:33:23 PM

At 1020 am this morning the decision was made to make a statement at a press conference we were
already having (re: food drive) to give reporters the chance to ask a couple of questions, rather than
to send a press release. 10 mins later you got an email letting you know about that decision. If you
have followup questions i am happy to do my best to answer them. 

 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
You may not know this, but I can't get from Tulsa to Oklahoma City in half 27 minutes. wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 12:11 PM >>>
Did you get this at 10:33 AM this morning?
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement to
the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion provisions
contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
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*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma

 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com"
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:56:19 PM

In meetings will send you numbers u asked for later today 
 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 01:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
No. tnx. wg
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 1:07 PM >>>
Will get that for you. 

If gov is able to call, is there anytime you would NOT be available? 
 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 01:06 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
What's the source on the "Up to $475 million" costs estimate? wg
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 12:33 PM >>>
At 1020 am this morning the decision was made to make a statement at a press conference we were

37133

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com
mailto:wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
mailto:wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com


already having (re: food drive) to give reporters the chance to ask a couple of questions, rather than
to send a press release. 10 mins later you got an email letting you know about that decision. If you
have followup questions i am happy to do my best to answer them. 

 
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be
made following press conference 
 
You may not know this, but I can't get from Tulsa to Oklahoma City in half 27 minutes. wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/19/2012 12:11 PM >>>
Did you get this at 10:33 AM this morning?
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement to
the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion provisions
contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma

 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:01:00 AM

This is the stat I have. Problem is when they have been called by reporters they say something like
“well yes that’s part of the cost but if the plan is successful it could save us on XYZ”
 
·         The Oklahoma Health Care authority estimates the new federal health care reform will

require Oklahomans to pay $441 million for new Medicaid requirements from 2014-2022.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fw:
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw:
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wed Mar 28 11:43:00 2012
Subject:

This should be the final version. We know that OK, MI and NJ aren’t participating and this has 26
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
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mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
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Medicaid.
 

Alaska
 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of

37139



new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
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Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
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Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional
Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
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any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
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Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred
by the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
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through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new
entitlement that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the
new spending will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved
the levels of insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private
dollars at a higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on
the state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating
into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to
taxpayers whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal
control over the management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to
unnecessarily drive up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
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be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:54:00 AM

I wonder why we are not on there
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fw:
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw:
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wed Mar 28 11:43:00 2012
Subject:

This should be the final version. We know that OK, MI and NJ aren’t participating and this has 26
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States
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As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
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continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
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Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
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providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 
 

Kansas
 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.
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Mississippi
 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional
Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
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from the federal government to state tax payers.  
 

South Carolina
 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
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program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred
by the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new
entitlement that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the
new spending will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved
the levels of insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private
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dollars at a higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on
the state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating
into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to
taxpayers whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal
control over the management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to
unnecessarily drive up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
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remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.

 
-30-

 
Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:01:31 AM

This is the stat I have. Problem is when they have been called by reporters they say something like
“well yes that’s part of the cost but if the plan is successful it could save us on XYZ”
 
·         The Oklahoma Health Care authority estimates the new federal health care reform will

require Oklahomans to pay $441 million for new Medicaid requirements from 2014-2022.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fw:
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw:
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wed Mar 28 11:43:00 2012
Subject:

This should be the final version. We know that OK, MI and NJ aren’t participating and this has 26
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
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mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
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Medicaid.
 

Alaska
 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
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new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
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Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
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Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional
Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
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any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
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Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred
by the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
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through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new
entitlement that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the
new spending will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved
the levels of insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private
dollars at a higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on
the state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating
into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to
taxpayers whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal
control over the management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to
unnecessarily drive up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
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be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:04:00 AM

I would check that stat with Niko
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Fw:
 
This is the stat I have. Problem is when they have been called by reporters they say something like
“well yes that’s part of the cost but if the plan is successful it could save us on XYZ”
 
·         The Oklahoma Health Care authority estimates the new federal health care reform will

require Oklahomans to pay $441 million for new Medicaid requirements from 2014-2022.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fw:
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw:
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wed Mar 28 11:43:00 2012
Subject:

This should be the final version. We know that OK, MI and NJ aren’t participating and this has 26
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
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government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
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to enroll in Medicaid in four years.
 

Georgia
 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
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It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.
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Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional
Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.
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Pennsylvania
 

Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
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people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred
by the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
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process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new
entitlement that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the
new spending will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved
the levels of insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private
dollars at a higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on
the state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating
into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to
taxpayers whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal
control over the management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to
unnecessarily drive up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
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the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Fwd: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:58:46 AM

Got it 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:39 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Fwd: Exchange information 
 
There are good quotes and talking points in these articles that we can use in
developing our statement...

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: November 9, 2012 9:39:47 AM CST
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Dustin Huffman <
Subject: Exchange information 

Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI
and various news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16
extension at the end of the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We
will continue to provide you with information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to
embrace the law, which remains divisive with the public and anathema to
conservatives, but also not skipping a chance to wrest authority from the federal
government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint
for the state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance
exchange. "The only logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't

37177

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/266659-analysis-20-states-will-run-their-health-law-exchanges
http://articles.dailypress.com/2012-11-08/health/dp-nws-health-benefits-exchange-1109-20121108_1_health-exchange-insurance-exchange-state-run-health


have the answers for Virginia. They're telling us we have two years to build an
exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way
really is limited,” Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate
for the federal government to administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s
participation in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the
federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance exchange because
we will not benefit from it and implementing it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of
dollars.
 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision
until notifying federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an
exchange once federal agencies wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability
to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business
Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday
that's still his thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal
government. The deadline for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that
it won't be running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin
under the federal health care law. That means that the federal government will step in
to create an insurance exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion
and the costly subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily
dependent on state compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that
states are not at the mercy of the federal government. Many state officials realize that
there is little upside to joining forces with Washington in implementing this disastrous
endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the
last major entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets
off a stiff competition for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and
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Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another
checkpoint on Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track
to begin enrolling people in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about
the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual
deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With benchmarks looming, and
the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors seem to be in
the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether
to build online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and
small businesses can shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid
programs to reach many more low-income people.
 
Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to
set up their own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the
federal government will step in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't
spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on
Exchange Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to

decide whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to

several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human

Services by that date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that

will launch in 2014, create a state-federal partnership or let the federal government

operate the exchange in their area. Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new

deadline for states that want to operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling

deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to

determine whether there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for

them to set up their own new health benefit marketplaces.
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Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-

148, PL 111-152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid

exchange before the election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a

show of support for the statute, many may be interested in exerting some control

over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the alternative would be one run by

Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government

operate an exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned

the state government from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states

refusing to run a state-administered exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ

HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own

state-run exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that

are posted on the agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases,

governors who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state

legislators. On Wednesday, Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would

prefer to have the state run its own insurance exchange program than leave it to

federal officials. But state legislators in his party chimed in with criticism, saying that

the legislature would not go along with the creation of a state-based exchange.

Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Frank Stone
Subject: Re: Fwd: Health Reform Update - Monday, November 12, 2012
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:17:38 PM

Thanks for sending and thanks for making me laugh. Hopefully we can figure out a time to meet
tomorrow to discuss!
 
From: Frank Stone 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 06:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Fwd: Health Reform Update - Monday, November 12, 2012 
 

Katie, as Doc Brown said in Back to the Future when this baby hits 85mph you are
going to see some serious shit, the same is going to happen when the proposed
rules come out which may be sooner than later.

Frank
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Webb, Brian R." <BWebb@naic.org>
To: "Health Reform Implementation IR"
<healthcarereform@intlist.naic.org>
Subject: Health Reform Update - Monday, November 12, 2012

I.  Health Reform Implementation Call List for the Week of November
12th

Attached is the call list for this week.  Let me know if you have any
questions.

II.  HHS/CCIIO Announcement on Exchange Deadlines

Attached is the letter Sec. Sebelius sent to Governors on Friday (just in
case you missed it in Friday's e-mails) and some FAQs developed by
CCIIO on the new deadlines and Exchange funding.
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III.  Two Key Proposed Regulations (EHB and 2014 Market Reforms)
Have Been Received by the Office of Management and Budget

It is quite possible these could be published in the Federal Register this
week.

AGENCY: HHS-CMS

RIN: 0938-AR03 <http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?
pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR03>
TITLE: Exchanges Part II--Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits;
Health Insurance Issuer and Exchange Responsibilities With Respect to
Actuarial Value, Quality, and Accreditation (CMS-9980-P)
STAGE: Proposed Rule    ECONOMICALLY SIGNIFICANT: Yes
** RECEIVED DATE:
11/08/2012<http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=122488>
   LEGAL DEADLINE: Statutory

AGENCY: HHS-CMS

RIN: 0938-AR40 <http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?
pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR40>
TITLE: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Health Insurance
Market Rules (CMS-9972-P)
STAGE: Proposed Rule    ECONOMICALLY SIGNIFICANT: No
** RECEIVED DATE:
11/08/2012<http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=122486>
   LEGAL DEADLINE: Statutory

IV.  NCSL Analysis of the 2012 Elections

FYI - Attached is a presentation we received from NCSL on the impact of
the 2012 elections.

37182

http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR03
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR03
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=122488
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR40
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR40
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=122486


---
You are currently subscribed to the "Health Care Reform Implementation
Activities" electronic service as frank.stone@oid.ok.gov. For information
regarding this service, please contact the NAIC Central Office, Member
Services, 1100 Walnut Street, Suite 1500, Kansas City, MO 64106, 816-
783-8008.

To unsubscribe from the "Health Care Reform Implementation Activities"
service, send a blank email to mailto:unsubscribe-
healthcarereform@intlist.naic.org 

To unsubscribe from all NAIC Electronic Services, send a blank email to
mailto:optoutservices@naic.org 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This message and any attachments are from the NAIC and are intended
only for the addressee. Information contained herein is
confidential, and may be privileged or exempt from disclosure
pursuant to applicable federal or state law. This message is not
intended as a waiver of the confidential, privileged or exempted
status of the information transmitted. Unauthorized forwarding,
printing, copying, distribution or use of such information is
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the
addressee, please promptly delete this message and notify the
sender of the delivery error by e-mail or by calling the NAIC Help
Desk at (816)783-8500.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "jthompson@RGA.ORG"
Subject: Re: Fwd: Hugh Hewitt Request
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:58:27 PM

We're going to pass on HH for now. I'll let you know if that changes. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 02:22 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Hugh Hewitt Request

Aaron - see below request for Fallin for a radio hit on Hugh Hewitt tonight. Let me know if interested.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Danielle Hitchen <bookings@hughhewitt.com<mailto:bookings@hughhewitt.com>>
Date: November 14, 2012, 11:59:00 AM PST
To: Jon Thompson <jthompson@RGA.ORG<mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG>>
Subject: RE: Hugh Hewitt Request

Hey Jon - any update on these requests? Thanks!

--
Danielle Yvette Hitchen
808.358.8328
bookings@hughhewitt.com<mailto:bookings@hughhewitt.com>

________________________________
From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wed 11/14/2012 10:58 AM
To: Danielle Hitchen
Subject: RE: Hugh Hewitt Request

Will ask both now and get back to you ASAP!

From: Danielle Hitchen [mailto:bookings@hughhewitt.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:25 AM
To: Jon Thompson
Subject: Hugh Hewitt Request

Hey Jon,

I hope this finds you well! I'm sure you're still trying to catch your breath after the election and I hope
you've gotten a little time to rest!

Hugh would love to have Susanna Martinez on this evening to discuss the future of the GOP [if you
would note for her staff that Hugh is now airing in NM on AM 730 in Albuquerque from 5-8pm, we'd
appreciate it!].

He would also like to talk to Mary Fallon regarding OK's refusal to join Obamacare excahnges the lawsuit
AG Pruitt has filed.

We have availability tonight between 3-9pm ET. We'll need about ten minutes by phone.
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Let me know!

Thanks,
Danielle

--
Danielle Yvette Hitchen
808.358.8328
bookings@hughhewitt.com<mailto:bookings@hughhewitt.com>
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From: Scott Mason
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:39:36 PM

On way 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:39 PM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal 
 
Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 3:29:08 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors
McDonnell and Jindal

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA);
Moushey, Allyn (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from
Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for
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electing a State-based Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:56:00 AM

The letter was written before the Governor was Vice Chair and regardless the NGA represents Democrats
and Republicans and very clearly there are already a number of Democrat states that are already moving
forward with the Medicaid expansion. The letter has no bearing on our position what so ever.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius 
 
Thoughts? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Wayne Greene <Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com>
Date: July 30, 2012 10:31:38 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: NGA letter to Sebelius

Alex:

I'm intrigued by this letter to Kathleen Sebelius by the executive director of the
National Governors Association, raising the possibility that states might accept
some, but not all of the ACA's Medicaid expansion. Accepting Medicaid
expansion to 100 percent of the federal poverty level (rather than 133
percent) would save the state money in the future and prevent the creation of
a non-coverage gap between Medicaid and a federal health insurance
exchange. Here's the letter:

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-
committee-letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---
affordable.html 

I know the governor has said she is studying the issue and listening to the
stakeholders and that she isn't likely to make a decision soon.

But can you say whether an intermediate step such as the letter seems to
anticipate is one of the options under consideration? Or perhaps, that it's been
looked at?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
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email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 2:44:00 PM

Ok, so shall I say, “The governor has said she will continue to review all the states options regarding
Medicaid expansion and does not expect to announce any course of action until after the election”?
I will remind her that gov was not vice chair when that letter went out.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
 
The letter was written before the Governor was Vice Chair and regardless the NGA represents
Democrats and Republicans and very clearly there are already a number of Democrat states that are
already moving forward with the Medicaid expansion. The letter has no bearing on our position
what so ever.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius 
 
Thoughts? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Wayne Greene <Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com>
Date: July 30, 2012 10:31:38 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: NGA letter to Sebelius

Alex:

I'm intrigued by this letter to Kathleen Sebelius by the executive director of the
National Governors Association, raising the possibility that states might accept
some, but not all of the ACA's Medicaid expansion. Accepting Medicaid
expansion to 100 percent of the federal poverty level (rather than 133 percent)
would save the state money in the future and prevent the creation of a non-
coverage gap between Medicaid and a federal health insurance exchange. Here's
the letter:

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-committee-
letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---affordable.html 

I know the governor has said she is studying the issue and listening to the
stakeholders and that she isn't likely to make a decision soon.
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But can you say whether an intermediate step such as the letter seems to
anticipate is one of the options under consideration? Or perhaps, that it's been
looked at?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 2:44:56 PM

Ok, so shall I say, “The governor has said she will continue to review all the states options regarding
Medicaid expansion and does not expect to announce any course of action until after the election”?
I will remind her that gov was not vice chair when that letter went out.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
 
The letter was written before the Governor was Vice Chair and regardless the NGA represents
Democrats and Republicans and very clearly there are already a number of Democrat states that are
already moving forward with the Medicaid expansion. The letter has no bearing on our position
what so ever.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius 
 
Thoughts? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Wayne Greene <Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com>
Date: July 30, 2012 10:31:38 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: NGA letter to Sebelius

Alex:

I'm intrigued by this letter to Kathleen Sebelius by the executive director of the
National Governors Association, raising the possibility that states might accept
some, but not all of the ACA's Medicaid expansion. Accepting Medicaid
expansion to 100 percent of the federal poverty level (rather than 133 percent)
would save the state money in the future and prevent the creation of a non-
coverage gap between Medicaid and a federal health insurance exchange. Here's
the letter:

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-committee-
letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---affordable.html 

I know the governor has said she is studying the issue and listening to the
stakeholders and that she isn't likely to make a decision soon.

37192

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-committee-letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---affordable.html
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-committee-letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---affordable.html


But can you say whether an intermediate step such as the letter seems to
anticipate is one of the options under consideration? Or perhaps, that it's been
looked at?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: denisenorthrup
Subject: RE: Fwd: OK-SAFE - Sleeping with the Enemy? U.S. Governors to Pair UpWith Chinese
Date: Thursday, June 09, 2011 9:53:00 AM

This is part of an initiative Sec. Clinton put forward earlier this year based on a MOE from Obama and Chinese
President Hu Jintao to promote cooperation between the US and China.  36 states have sister relationships
with various Chinese provinces so the NGA planned a forum to bring the US governors and the governors of
the various Chinese sister provinces together to “exchange ideas” and strengthen relationships.  The forum
will be at the  NGA meeting in Utah with a follow up meeting in China sometime next year.
 

From: denisenorthrup  [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2011 2:04 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Fwd: OK-SAFE - Sleeping with the Enemy? U.S. Governors to Pair UpWith Chinese
 
Couldn't really figure out what the nga/chinese thing was but thought you could :)

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Tidwell <
Date: Tue, 7 Jun 2011 00:13:57 -0500
To: Alex Weintz<aweintz >; Denise Northrup<
Subject: Fwd: OK-SAFE - Sleeping with the Enemy? U.S. Governors to Pair Up With Chinese
 
fyi.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: OK-SAFE, Inc. <membership@ok-safe.com>
Date: Mon, Jun 6, 2011 at 11:38 PM
Subject: OK-SAFE - Sleeping with the Enemy? U.S. Governors to Pair Up With Chinese
To: jmtulsa@gmail.com

Having trouble viewing this email? Please click here Write a review / Forward to a Friend

To ensure delivery, please add membership@ok-safe.com to your address book. SmartUnsubscribesm

 

 
OK-SAFE

Newsletter
 

6/06/2011

 

 

Sleeping with the Enemy? 
National Governors Association Meeting to Pair U.S.
Governors and Chinese Party Leaders

OK-SAFE 6/6/11 - U.S. Governors will be saying more than "Ni hau" (Hello) 
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Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus
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6/5/11 - Guest Vicky Davis

discusses her latest article

"Quislings to Collaborate with
Communist Chinese" about

the upcoming National

Governors Association

meeting where U.S.

Governors will be partnering

one-on-one with Chinese

party officials 

05/15/11 -Guest Charl Van

Wyk, Missionary with

Frontline Ministries and

author of Shooting Back: The
Right and Duty of Self-
Defense, recounts the day

terrorists stormed the South

African church he attended

and how his shooting back

saved lives. Charl reveals

what is happening under

communist rule in South

Africa, particularly the

to Chinese party officials at an upcoming National Governors Association

(NGA) meeting.

The U.S. - China Governors Forum, scheduled for July 15-17, 2011 in Salt

Lake City, Utah, is set to include one-on-one pairing of U.S. Governors with

Chinese provincial party secretaries and Governors.  The pairings, called

"peer-to-peer exchanges," aim to "strengthen bilateral cooperation." Topics

are to include items of "mutual interest,"  i. e. "job creation, education, health

and economic cooperation."

A second session will take place in China in late 2011 or early 2012.

This forum is the result of a Memorandum of Understanding concerning

the establishment of the U.S.-China Governors Forum to Promote

Sub-National Cooperation, signed by Sen. of State Hillary Clinton on

January 19, 2011.

Secretary Clinton shakes hands with the Chinese foreign minister after the memorandum of
understanding signing, 1/19/2011 
Photo Source: U.S. Dept. of State

The Governors Forum will be held behind close doors. 

[See researcher Vicky Davis'  excellent article on this meeting, entitled

"Quislings to Collaborate with Communist Chinese."]

The collaboration is indicative of the deepening U.S. involvement with the

Chinese government, particularly at the sub-national (state and local) level.  

Increased Agreements

A the Third Round of the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue held

in May 2011 the U.S. and China agreed to 48 strategic outcomes, including

"further cooperation between U.S. and Chinese enterprises and institutions
on healthcare, disaster response, and smart grids."

The Rhodium Group, (RHG) has a China Investment Monitor map, indicating

that between 2003-2010 there were 230 deals between states and China,

totaling $11.7 Billion in "greenfield and acquisition" investments. This includes

Oklahoma.

Oklahoma

According to The Rhodium Group investment map, Oklahoma  has one 

Chinese investment so far, totaling $4 million in "consumer products". 

Governor Mary Fallin, a member of the NGA's Economic Development and

Commerce Committee, will most likely be promoting more Chinese
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increased murder rate since

the government restricted

gun ownership.

5/1/11 - Guest Terri Hall,

founder of Texas Turf, gives

and update on the re-

imergence of the Trans-

Texas Corridor, public-private

partnerships, toll roads on

existing highways, and selling

off the state's infrastructure to

foreign interests, all under

Republican leadership.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.

Cannon, Director of Health

Policy Studies at the Cato

Institute, discusses why

"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It"; federal grants

for state-based health

insurance exchanges; and

why states should not
institute insurance

exchanges. 

Truth in Focus Radio.         

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free

Enterprise is catching on -

Check out the new Idaho-

SAFE at www.idaho-safe.org

  

 

 

Contact Us:
Email:

oksafe@windstream.net

Mail: 

OK-SAFE, Inc. 

P.O. Box 33148 

Tulsa, OK  74153 

2011 Dues now due.  

Pay online or make checks

payable to 

OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to

the above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr

Group: $100/yr

investment in Oklahoma.  

From this committee's May 2011 briefing:

"Attracting Foreign Direct Investment into the States
On May 17, 2011, the NGA Economic Development and Commerce
Committee hosted a briefing for governors' staff about the role of foreign
direct investment from the perspective of U.S. subsidiaries of foreign parent
companies. Topics discussed included how to recruit investment, tax
challenges, conflict-of-laws and the importance of physical infrastructure to
global competitiveness. Panelists: Tom Langan, director of U.S. government
relations and public affairs, Unilever (NGA Corporate Fellow); Nancy
McLernon, president and CEO, Organization for International Investment
(OFII); and, John Lettieri, senior director of public policy and government
affairs, OFII. Audio link (mp3)"

Oklahoma's Dept. of Commerce promotes Foreign Direct Investment in

Oklahoma.

Oklahoma's universities have been busy developing Chinese partnerships,

including OU's Confucius Institute, which aims to "foster a permanent place

for the teaching and study of Chinese in Oklahoma K-12 schools courses."

Where's the Document?

According to the Chinese Embassy in the U.S website, describing President

Hu Jintao's U.S. visit: :

"During Hu's January visit, the two governments signed a memorandum of
understanding commissioning the CPAFFC and the NGA to create the
governors forum mechanism.

According to the document, the forum will serve as an important
communication platform aimed at promoting practical cooperation at the sub-
national level in areas such as trade, investment, energy, environment
and culture"

No amount of searching of the State Department, White House, and Chinese

embassy websites has revealed the actual Memorandum of Understanding

document.  

A FOIA request for a copy of the MOU has been submitted to the State

Dept.'s Office of Global Intergovernmental Affairs.

The 2011 NGA Winter Meeting , held in Washington D.C. featured Zhou Qiang, Party
Secretary, Hunan Provincial Committee, pictured above.  Zhou encouraged increased sub-
national  cooperation. Photo Source: National Governors Association.

37196

http://et.ratepoint.com/80c8a21b14438b5c2a7667d384fdfd62/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/80c8a21b14438b5c2a7667d384fdfd62/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/557b497e8f924cf4da39bb282cfadf9a/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/15ed997d8003753eb85e9eca703114e6/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/15ed997d8003753eb85e9eca703114e6/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/20ef671528ae0a347e6503db5edd4064/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
mailto:oksafe@windstream.net
http://et.ratepoint.com/44f404a1dd6aab0dd16fa37f644fc6df/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/540c12a7da69f8a25f03be101420c18f/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/6e965a9ffd4f08b3a8a92843dc11672e/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/0a43d682ea980f47cae8aa3169a1c213/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/610524a05a1e51e0e358e425ccfd26df/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/b58425d17aa247618de0a6827019ea17/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/3b834c850e40b0d21e6bad5aecbe1089/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/532c9408c446e1986083b1fef30db8e0/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e


OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4

non-profit Oklahoma

corporation. 

 

 
Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog

AxXiom for Liberty

OCPAC

OK2A

OKforTEA

OK Grassroots

ROPE

The Anti-Planner

The Online POOP

Tulsa 912Project

Patriot Seed Store

Grassroots in Nebraska

Research/News:

American Deception

American Policy Center

Cato Institute

Channeling Reality

EdLibertyWatch

EPIC

Freedom Advocates

Global Research

National Center for Constitutional

Studies

Randy Bright Articles

Reinventing Government

Scribd

Sovereignty International

Tulsa Beacon

WND

Constitutional Alliance

 

Liberty Forge

Liberty Forge is a social

network devoted to

connecting voters and groups

What are the intentions of the Fallin administration regarding expanding

Chinese involvement in Oklahoma?  

Does Gov. Fallin intend to partner with a Chinese party official at the July

meeting in Salt Lake City and seek increased "sub-national cooperation"?

Does Fallin intend to encourage Chinese foreign direct investment in

Oklahoma or seek public-private partnerships with the Chinese in developing

Oklahoma's infrastructure?

These and other questions need to be answered by this "conservative"

governor.

Governor Fallin's office contact information: 

Phone: 405-521-2342

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

 

Health Exchange Update - Public Meetings
 
OK-SAFE, 6/6/11 - The substitute language for the failed HB 2130 (HUB

board bill,  establishing governance of the health insurance exchange)  finally

appeared in SB 971, introduced on 4/27/11.

Due to all the calls, emails and legislative visits by the Oklahoma grassroots,

OK leadership decided not to hear SB 971, choosing instead to form a

special joint legislative committee to study the issue this fall.

From the 5/23/11 Tulsa World article by Wayne Greene:

"OKLAHOMA CITY - Two Tulsa lawmakers have been chosen to deal with

one of the hottest of political hot potatoes next fall. 

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, and Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, are the

leaders of a special joint legislative committee that will study how the state

should respond to the federal mandate to create a state health insurance

exchange." Rest here.

These public meetings should be attended by anyone with concerns about

the controversial health care reform act.  

Contact Information:

Sen. Gary Stanislawski - stanislawski@oksenate.gov

Rep. Glen Mulready - glen.mulready@okhouse.gov 
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who support a constitutionally

limited government. Since

elections are the only part of

our Republic that is

democratic, and the

representative to citizen ratio

is so low, it only makes sense

to have a discussion forum to

enable voters to vet

candidates and issues. The

power of Liberty Forge is in

assigning a discussion forum

to each individual voting

district. As a member you

enroll in your voting district

discussion groups and focus

your time and energy on the

aspects of government which

you have the most power and

responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It  is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man; It is better to
take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes."

 

From Texas Turf: 

Texas for Sale: New laws sell Texas to highest bidder 
by Terri Hall,  June 2, 2011

Excerpt:

Name your price & they’ll sell you Texas

A steady stream of bills to sell-off Texas infrastructure to private corporations

flooded the pipeline during the 82nd Regular Session of the Texas

Legislature with a key bill,  SB 1048, to authorize state and local governments

to privatize virtually every kind of public infrastructure (except roads) and

charge user fees or lease payments for the public to access its own buildings:

schools, hospitals, nursing homes, water supply facilities, ports, mass transit,

libraries, even telecommunications and pipelines.

Rest of article here.

 

OK-SAFE, Inc.,  PO Box 33148, Tulsa,  OK 74153
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Fwd: point of interest
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 7:05:36 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Awesome. Thanks. 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:59 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Fwd: point of interest 
 

Jump start on your clips

FYI...like the way it's under headers if there are multiple articles on one subject...

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Cline, Dr.Terry L." <TerryC@health.ok.gov>
Date: November 20, 2012 6:13:09 AM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Katie Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Cox-Kain, Julie" <Juliek@health.ok.gov>
Subject: point of interest

Thought you might find this of interest:
 
From: Bulletin News [mailto:HHS-Editors@BulletinNews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:08 AM
To: OS Bulletinnews.com 
Subject: HHS Secretary's News Briefing for Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
 

HHS SECRETARY'S NEWS BRIEFING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 6:00 AM EST

Top Stories:

OKLA. REJECTS STATE-RUN HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Associated Press (11/20, Sean Murphy)
Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday announced Oklahoma would neither be establishing a state-

based insurance exchange nor expanding its Medicaid program. The AP notes the

announcement "drew immediate praise from conservative groups and lawmakers who

have railed against the federal health care law and have urged the governor to resist any

attempt to implement" it in the state. Oklahoma Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman

issued a statement saying, "Oklahomans...want real, conservative solutions to the rising

cost of healthcare - we want to make care more accessible, more affordable, and easier

to obtain." In contrast, "hospitals and chambers of commerce had urged Fallin to support

both a state-run exchange" and the Medicaid expansion. Notably, hospital officials
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pointed out that "providers are being forced to absorb the costs of the nearly 20 percent

of uninsured Oklahomans who often seek health care services at emergency rooms and

are unable to pay."

More Coverage. Gov. Mary Fallin Says Oklahoma Will Not Develop Health Care

Exchange Under Affordable Care Act (Oklahoman, 11/20, Megan Rolland), Oklahoma Is

Latest To Reject State-based Health Exchange (The Hill, 11/20, Sam Baker), Mary Fallin,

Oklahoma Governor, Rejects Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance Exchanges

(Huffington Post, 11/19, Jeffrey Young), State Senator, St. Mary's CEO OK With Decision

To Not Expand Medicaid (Enid (OK) News & Eagle, 11/20, Robert Barron) and Fallin

Says No To State Health Exchange (Tulsa (OK) World, 11/20, editorial board)

ADVOCATES: PROBE MEDICARE IMPACT ON DRUG COMPOUNDING 

The Hill (11/20, Elise Viebeck)
Public Citizen on Monday issued a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius, calling for a probe into "Medicare drug reimbursement policies in light

of the outbreak, which has killed at least 33 people." In the letter, the advocacy group

criticized the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for neglecting to use "its

authority to discourage wide-scale drug compounding conducted outside of parameters"

established by the FDA. Public Citizen also "slammed CMS guidance on compounded

drugs as 'ambiguous and conflicting.'"

More Coverage. Amid Meningitis Crisis, Critics Say Medicare May Promote Risky Drug

Compounding (Reuters, 11/20, Sharon Begley)

 
Terry Cline, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Health
Secretary of Health & Human Services
 

 

Did you know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each
year if our state simply met the national average health
outcomes?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:57:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

An u send to media dist list as well
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Governor's Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren's show tonight on Fox News
 
All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:57:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Thanks for remembering
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Governor's Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren's show tonight on Fox News
 
All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts; Cody Inman; Sean Rose
Subject: RE: FYI - health care exchange deadline extended
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:08:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

FYI – I should have written we probably won’t have a decision to announce today.  As far

as the public is concerned, though, nothing has changed – the governor hasn’t made an

announcement but will do so when a decision has been made.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:57 AM
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts; Cody Inman; Sean Rose
Subject: FYI - health care exchange deadline extended
 
FYI – the deadline on the health insurance change has been extended by the federal
government; we will not have an announcement on it today.  If you have questions, let me
know.  Thanks.
 

States get another stay on health insurance exchange deadline

November 16, 2012 | Mary Mosquera

In a second delay in one week, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius has
extended the deadline for one month for states to not only submit their blueprints for a state-
based health insurance exchange but to even decide if they plan to establish their own
exchange.

The original deadline for states to submit their blueprint and a declaration letter to establish a
state-based exchange was Nov. 16.

Last week, Sebelius explained in a letter that states could delay assembling and sending in
their documentation until Dec. 14, but they still had to at least notify HHS of their decision
on a state-based exchange by Nov. 16.

[See also: How the campaigns cast a shadow on HIX, Medicaid —any why they're now
poised for the forefront]

On the eve of that deadline, Nov. 15, Sebelius sent a letter to the Republican Governors
Association, in which she offered more decision-making time. 

The extension delays accommodate primarily Republican governors, who were waiting until
the election outcome to decide whether to move ahead on the exchanges and other features of
the health reform law.

Originally, if states did not meet the Nov. 16 deadline, the federal government would proceed
to set up an exchange for them. HHS wants to be sure that the exchanges can be ready to
start accepting open enrollment in October 2013 and start operations Jan. 1, 2014.
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The latest letter responds to a request from Republican Governors Association leaders
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell and Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal for more time to declare
whether states will decide to run a state-based exchange.

“While receiving a letter of intent now will help us assist states in finalizing their application,
a state may submit both a letter of intent and an application to operate its own exchange by
December 14,” Sebelius said.  

HHS also will accept plans from states that have decided to establish a state-federal
partnership exchange by Feb. 15, 2013. States will also be able to apply to run exchanges in
future.

[Related: Why the initial HIX delay means more to some states than others]

“We are confident governors will have enough time to decide whether they want to establish
an exchange, work in partnership with the federal government or have a federally-facilitate
exchange in their state,” she said.

Sebelius said HHS is “committed to providing states with the flexibility, resources, and time
they need to deliver the benefits of the healthcare law to the American people.”

To date, 17 states and the District of Columbia have decided to build their own exchanges.
Five states — Nebraska, South Carolina, Kansas, Alabama and Florida — have said the
federal government can build their exchanges.

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts; Cody Inman; Sean Rose
Subject: RE: FYI - health care exchange deadline extended
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:08:46 AM
Attachments: image002.png

FYI – I should have written we probably won’t have a decision to announce today.  As far

as the public is concerned, though, nothing has changed – the governor hasn’t made an

announcement but will do so when a decision has been made.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:57 AM
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts; Cody Inman; Sean Rose
Subject: FYI - health care exchange deadline extended
 
FYI – the deadline on the health insurance change has been extended by the federal
government; we will not have an announcement on it today.  If you have questions, let me
know.  Thanks.
 

States get another stay on health insurance exchange deadline

November 16, 2012 | Mary Mosquera

In a second delay in one week, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius has
extended the deadline for one month for states to not only submit their blueprints for a state-
based health insurance exchange but to even decide if they plan to establish their own
exchange.

The original deadline for states to submit their blueprint and a declaration letter to establish a
state-based exchange was Nov. 16.

Last week, Sebelius explained in a letter that states could delay assembling and sending in
their documentation until Dec. 14, but they still had to at least notify HHS of their decision
on a state-based exchange by Nov. 16.

[See also: How the campaigns cast a shadow on HIX, Medicaid —any why they're now
poised for the forefront]

On the eve of that deadline, Nov. 15, Sebelius sent a letter to the Republican Governors
Association, in which she offered more decision-making time. 

The extension delays accommodate primarily Republican governors, who were waiting until
the election outcome to decide whether to move ahead on the exchanges and other features of
the health reform law.

Originally, if states did not meet the Nov. 16 deadline, the federal government would proceed
to set up an exchange for them. HHS wants to be sure that the exchanges can be ready to
start accepting open enrollment in October 2013 and start operations Jan. 1, 2014.
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The latest letter responds to a request from Republican Governors Association leaders
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell and Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal for more time to declare
whether states will decide to run a state-based exchange.

“While receiving a letter of intent now will help us assist states in finalizing their application,
a state may submit both a letter of intent and an application to operate its own exchange by
December 14,” Sebelius said.  

HHS also will accept plans from states that have decided to establish a state-federal
partnership exchange by Feb. 15, 2013. States will also be able to apply to run exchanges in
future.

[Related: Why the initial HIX delay means more to some states than others]

“We are confident governors will have enough time to decide whether they want to establish
an exchange, work in partnership with the federal government or have a federally-facilitate
exchange in their state,” she said.

Sebelius said HHS is “committed to providing states with the flexibility, resources, and time
they need to deliver the benefits of the healthcare law to the American people.”

To date, 17 states and the District of Columbia have decided to build their own exchanges.
Five states — Nebraska, South Carolina, Kansas, Alabama and Florida — have said the
federal government can build their exchanges.

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

37206

http://www.govhealthit.com/news/why-hix-delay-matters-more-some-states-others
mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FYI - I am here
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:55:11 AM

K. I'm in the cab meeting.

 Aaron had that obamacare question but evidently they sent the release anyway. Hope they were able
to confirm first.

Also, noticed in the leg report that the senate took title off the aerospace tax credit. Denise was not
happy. Kaleb really didn't know why it was taken off. He wasn't at the hearing evidently.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 09:48 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FYI - I am here

37207

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: FYI - SCOTUS/Obamacare ruling press statements
Date: Friday, June 22, 2012 2:37:00 PM

I think we still say “unconstitutional” in that case because the thinking is regardless of the

ruling on the individual mandate, we think the federal takeover of health care is

unconstitutional and we hope a future pres/congress agrees and overturns it.

 

We can reword that section if you prefer. Something like …

 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe/I believe the
individual mandate in the federal health care law is unconstitutional,
unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states. 
 

 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Friday, June 22, 2012 2:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: FYI - SCOTUS/Obamacare ruling press statements
 
In the first paragraph
...if the law is held up as Constitutional... Do we still say it is Unconstitutional?? 

Mary Fallin

On Jun 22, 2012, at 1:10 PM, Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor,
 
Have you had time yet to review the potential press statements for when the
Obamacare court ruling is issued?  We haven’t seen your notes or OK yet. 
Below are the statements for your approval.  Thanks, Aaron.
 
FYI – the ruling could come as early as 10 am CST Monday.
 
 

SCOTUS/OBAMACARE DECISION
 

STATEMENTS FOR APPROVAL
 
 
Law is upheld
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“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s
decision to uphold the federal health care law.  The law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and
states.  It will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality
of health care in the United States, and will cost the state of
Oklahoma more than a half billion dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care
bill from the very beginning, having approved a constitutional
amendment to block the implementation of this bill. We believe
that, rather than Big Government bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all
solutions, the free market principles of choice and competition are
the best tools at our disposal to increase access to health care and
reduce costs.
 
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect
leaders who will work to repeal the federal health care law and
replace it with meaningful reform focused on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal
health care law is a victory for the American people, for
Constitutional Liberty, and for those who care about choice and
competition in the health care market. President Obama’s health
care legislation was nothing short of disastrous, threatening to
weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across the
U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half
billion dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care
more affordable; meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional
power grab by President Obama and the forces of Big Government
in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the
federal health care law by passing a constitutional amendment
blocking its implementation.  I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court
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has agreed with our line of thinking and struck down a law that is
unpopular and destructive as well as unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of
choice and competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment
and increase access to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the
individual mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an
important step in the right direction.  With the central part of the
president’s law stricken from the books, we can now set about
repealing and reforming a plan that is unconstitutional and
unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care
bill from the very beginning, having approved a constitutional
amendment to block the implementation of this bill. We believe
that, rather than Big Government bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all
solutions, the free market principles of choice and competition are
the best tools at our disposal to increase access to health care and
reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to
repeal what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law
and deliver meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on
commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:

37210

mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov


 
<image001.jpg>  <image002.png> <image003.jpg>
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

37211

http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor


From: Alex Weintz
To: "cadcock@tierramediagroup.com"
Subject: Re: Gazette question
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:55:34 PM

Gov is travelling this week, as am i, but you can use these statements on medicaid expansion and
insurance exchange, all attributable to me. 

Note that we received a letter from HHS on Friday pushing back the nov 16 deadline 

Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered
by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as
‘how much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered.
It is disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA
guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that Oklahoma
will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline. Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of
the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the federal
government refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was clearer
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.”
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From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Gazette question 
 
Hi Alex. I got your response on the bombing fund thing. Thanks. I was also going to
see if the Governor or one of you would be available this week regarding the
insurance exchange thing, now that the election has been decided. Let me know.
Thanks.

Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lea.Lake@ihs.gov
Subject: RE: General Stakeholder Meeting
Date: Monday, May 02, 2011 10:23:00 AM

Hi Lea,
 
Thank you for your email.  The Stakeholders meeting was canceled due to scheduling conflicts and
will be rescheduled at an undetermined future date.  Please see below for a copy of the cancelation
notification. 
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
From: Rushing, Crystal [mailto:CrystalS@health.ok.gov] On Behalf Of Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:15 AM
Subject: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Importance: High
 
CANCELLED -  OHX STAKEHOLDER MEETING:  Friday, April, 29, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.
 
Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Regretfully, we must advise you of the cancelation of the April 29th Stakeholder and Governance
work group meetings in Tulsa as several key stakeholders had scheduling conflicts that can not be
resolved.  Please be advised, however, that our regularly scheduled workgroup meetings and
planning efforts continue.
 
We appreciate the time and energy you are devoting to this worthwhile effort.  Your participation
is vital to the process of creating greater access to health insurance for more Oklahomans.
 
You will receive additional communications regarding the scheduling of our next Stakeholder
meeting.  We look forward to our continued discussions and to discovering local solutions to reduce
the number of uninsured persons in Oklahoma by increasing the availability of affordable, quality
health insurance. 
 
Respectfully,
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser

37214

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Lea.Lake@ihs.gov
file:////c/andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov


 
 

From: Lake, Lea (IHS/OKC) [mailto:Lea.Lake@ihs.gov] 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 9:37 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: General Stakeholder Meeting
Importance: High
 
Good Morning,

 

I received an e-mail about the general stakeholder meeting being held Friday, April 29 at the Tulsa

Community College. A co-worker and I made an attempt to attend this meeting although it didn’t

appear to be going on, do you know if this meeting took place and if so at what time and where did

this meeting take place? Has it been rescheduled and did e-mails go out to everyone attending to

inform of the cancelation?

 

I appreciate any and all information you can provide to me.

 

Sincerely,

 

Lea Lake
Medical Biller
Kanza Health Center
PO Box 474 E. River Rd.
Newkirk, OK  74647
Phone: (580)362-1039
Fax : (580) 362-2531
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This electronic message may contain information that is Proprietary, Confidential, or legally privileged
or protected. It is intended only for the use of the individual(s) and entity named in the message. If you are not the
intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender immediately and delete the material from your
computer. Do not deliver, distribute or copy this message and do not disclose its contents or take any action in
reliance on the information it contains.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: going out in 5 minutes
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:56:00 PM

That is my understanding.  Sent Downs the release and asked for quote.  He responded with the
quote below.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:54 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: going out in 5 minutes
 
Has speakers office signed off on the release?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: going out in 5 minutes 
 
 
 

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing
that Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
 
Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding
specific safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health
care exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health
Insurance Private Enterprise Network, based on a model by the conservative Heritage
Foundation and legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access
to affordable, private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network
that offers choice and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board
consisting of a majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance
Commissioner.  The network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will
not accept the $54 million Early Innovator Grant.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my
goal from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health
care exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while
definitively laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower
consumers by providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for
affordable, quality health insurance plans.”
 

37216

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Healthcare coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need
to make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the
information necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool
intended to help people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a
defensive strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal healthcare law.  This is
Oklahoma’s solution and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free
market; it will not limit participation, it will increase competition among private plans and
offer consumers the ability to shop for their best option.” 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: going out in 5 minutes
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 1:00:00 PM

Yes.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: going out in 5 minutes
 
Did it include the heritage line?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:56 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: going out in 5 minutes 
 
That is my understanding.  Sent Downs the release and asked for quote.  He responded with the
quote below.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:54 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: going out in 5 minutes
 
Has speakers office signed off on the release?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: going out in 5 minutes 
 
 
 

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing
that Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
 
Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding
specific safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health
care exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health
Insurance Private Enterprise Network, based on a model by the conservative Heritage
Foundation and legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access
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to affordable, private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network
that offers choice and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board
consisting of a majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance
Commissioner.  The network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will
not accept the $54 million Early Innovator Grant.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my
goal from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health
care exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while
definitively laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower
consumers by providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for
affordable, quality health insurance plans.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Healthcare coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need
to make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the
information necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool
intended to help people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a
defensive strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal healthcare law.  This is
Oklahoma’s solution and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free
market; it will not limit participation, it will increase competition among private plans and
offer consumers the ability to shop for their best option.” 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: Good morning
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:39:00 PM

Re: health insurance exchanges, attributable to me

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.”

 

 

From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: Good morning
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:50:58 PM

Oh im sorry I misread your question. No it doesn’t represent a shift in

 

From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Good morning

 

Alex:
You've answered an interesting question about health insurance exchanges, but not the question I'm asking.
The Affordable Care Act offers the state federal funding for Medicaid expansion. This is independent of the
exchange issue. In fact, people eligible for Medicaid under the ACA would not be eligible to participate in an
exchange.
The governor has said repeatedly that she's delaying an answer on the issue of Medicaid expansion until after
the election. The re-election of Obama brings the question back to center stage.
Is the governor ready to accept the ACA's Medicaid money?
Since you bring up the exchange issue in your response, I need to ask if this represents a shift in the
governor's thinking. She turned back the federal funding to help the state build an exchange (actually, rejected
the funding before it arrived). If you're now saying she's continuing to explore the option, that sounds like
she's coming around on this issue. By the way, I think the deadline for saying the state will establish an
exchange comes in ten days.
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/7/2012 2:39 PM >>>

Re: health insurance exchanges, attributable to me

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.”
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From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: Good morning
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:01:00 PM

Oh I’m sorry I misread your question. But now you’ve gotten an answer to a different question, free
of charge!

Exchanges:

No it doesn’t represent a shift in the governor’s position on insurance exchanges. She turned back the
Early Innovator Grant because many were concerned that accepting those funds would tie Oklahoma
to the federal mandates in “ObamaCare.” She has never ruled out the possibility of creating a state
based exchange and has kept Oklahoma’s options open on that front.

Medicaid expansion:

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Good morning

 

Alex:
You've answered an interesting question about health insurance exchanges, but not the question I'm asking.
The Affordable Care Act offers the state federal funding for Medicaid expansion. This is independent of the
exchange issue. In fact, people eligible for Medicaid under the ACA would not be eligible to participate in an
exchange.
The governor has said repeatedly that she's delaying an answer on the issue of Medicaid expansion until after
the election. The re-election of Obama brings the question back to center stage.
Is the governor ready to accept the ACA's Medicaid money?
Since you bring up the exchange issue in your response, I need to ask if this represents a shift in the
governor's thinking. She turned back the federal funding to help the state build an exchange (actually, rejected
the funding before it arrived). If you're now saying she's continuing to explore the option, that sounds like
she's coming around on this issue. By the way, I think the deadline for saying the state will establish an
exchange comes in ten days.
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
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Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/7/2012 2:39 PM >>>

Re: health insurance exchanges, attributable to me

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.”

 

 

From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper; Judy Copeland
Subject: Re: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits
Date: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:00:48 AM

That is accurate, please talk to Judy for more details. I included her on this email.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Sent: Wed Feb 09 09:51:46 2011
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

Morning -- please see below. I assume Mike is correct, that the reason we did not sign the letter
requesting the  health care lawsuits be expedited is that we have filed our own lawsuit?
________________________________________
From: Mike Schrimpf [mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

Alex,

Please see below. My understanding of the reason why Gov. Fallin didn’t sign is because she is
planning/has her own lawsuit, but I don’t know if that is public knowledge yet.

How would you like me to respond or should I just refer to your office?

Thanks!

Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 

From: DelPriore, Samantha [mailto:Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:33 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

I noticed just one GOP gov didn’t sign it (Mary Fallin). Any reason why?

Samantha Del Priore
FOX News Channel
1211 Avenue of the Americas, 18th Floor
New York, NY  10036
W: (212) 301-5360
C: (917) 499-0471
Samantha.DelPriore@foxnews.com

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:16 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
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Subject: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

[cid:image001.jpg@01CBC844.B3D54160]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org<mailto:tmurtaugh@rga.org>

GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

28 Republican governors sent a letter to President Obama today requesting him to direct the United
States Department of Justice to support an expedited appellate process for the pending healthcare
lawsuits to reach the United States Supreme Court as soon as possible.

A copy of the letter is attached.

The letter states, in part:

“This request for expedited review takes no position on PPACA, but seeks only to obtain the Supreme
Court’s final determination as soon as possible.

Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that our states and the private sector
will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years,  particularly during this unprecedented
budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final resolution of the litigation to give certainty as
soon as possible.  We should not endure years of litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme
Court can promptly provide finality.  This resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector
from undertaking potentially unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses,
health care providers, and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or
part of the law will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.”

-30-

Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits
Date: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:09:00 AM

________________________________________
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

If it is the RGA I would say let them talk to Judy.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Wed Feb 09 10:06:32 2011
Subject: RE: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

thanks - if they have follow up questions can i refer them to Pruitt's office?
________________________________________
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:05 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Judy Copeland
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

I believe that is correct. Judy spoke w/ AG office and comment further.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Sent: Wed Feb 09 09:51:46 2011
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

Morning -- please see below. I assume Mike is correct, that the reason we did not sign the letter
requesting the  health care lawsuits be expedited is that we have filed our own lawsuit?
________________________________________
From: Mike Schrimpf [mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

Alex,

Please see below. My understanding of the reason why Gov. Fallin didn’t sign is because she is
planning/has her own lawsuit, but I don’t know if that is public knowledge yet.

How would you like me to respond or should I just refer to your office?

Thanks!

Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
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Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 202-

From: DelPriore, Samantha [mailto:Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:33 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

I noticed just one GOP gov didn’t sign it (Mary Fallin). Any reason why?

Samantha Del Priore
FOX News Channel
1211 Avenue of the Americas, 18th Floor
New York, NY  10036
W: (212) 301-5360
C: (917) 499-0471
Samantha.DelPriore@foxnews.com

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:16 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

[cid:image001.jpg@01CBC844.B3D54160]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org<mailto:tmurtaugh@rga.org>

GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

28 Republican governors sent a letter to President Obama today requesting him to direct the United
States Department of Justice to support an expedited appellate process for the pending healthcare
lawsuits to reach the United States Supreme Court as soon as possible.

A copy of the letter is attached.

The letter states, in part:

“This request for expedited review takes no position on PPACA, but seeks only to obtain the Supreme
Court’s final determination as soon as possible.

Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that our states and the private sector
will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years,  particularly during this unprecedented
budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final resolution of the litigation to give certainty as
soon as possible.  We should not endure years of litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme
Court can promptly provide finality.  This resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector
from undertaking potentially unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses,
health care providers, and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or
part of the law will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.”

-30-
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 12:10:00 PM

Thanks for the heads up.
1 – do you think we need to reconsider even submitting those quotes to BCBS for their release in
light of what you are telling me?
2- we are also getting calls from the Tulsa world re: PPACA waiver. We will put together some kind
of response. Do you know what you are going to say yet?
 
Thanks again
 

From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
 
Alex,
 
Two quick, unrelated points that have come up this morning on insurance issues, and about which
we need to inform the governor’s office.
 

1.        Blue Cross and Blue Shield is giving us a very narrow interpretation of their eligibility
standards for that new Blue Pathways policy; an interpretation that will disqualify some (or
many?) of the kids whose parents or guardians are most likely to request coverage. In effect,
BCBS is saying if the families have any other way or place to buy insurance, they won’t sell
them a policy for the child. … In an example we cited, a teacher who does not cover her
children through OSEEGIB (because she gets no premium assistance anyway and pays full
price there) would be declined coverage for her kids by BCBS because said teacher could
purchase through OSEEGIB if she wanted, though she might have to wait some months for
the next open enrollment period.

2.        The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services held a conference call with
Commissioner Doak and others this morning to say it was rejecting Oklahoma’s request for a
PPACA waiver on MLR requirements. The decision will come down by 1 p.m. local time in
OKC and I’m already getting calls from the Tulsa World’s D.C. bureau. … I suspect OID will
ask for a review of that decision (and hopefully make a stronger case), and we’ll certainly be
responding this afternoon.

 
I know Rick Farmer left a message for Katie Altshuler, as well, but I want to make double-sure the
governor and her staff had a heads-up on these.
 
Glenn Craven, Communications Officer
Oklahoma Department of Insurance
(405) 522-1769

P Consider the environment and only print this email if  absolutely necessary.
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The contents of this electronic message, including attachments, are transmitted by the Oklahoma

Insurance Department, an Oklahoma government agency according to the Uniform Electronic

Transactions Act, 12A O.S. 15-101 et seq. This message is intended for use by the named addressee

only and may contain information that is confidential or private according to state or federal laws. If you

have received this electronic message in error, please notify the sender by a “reply to sender only”

message, delete it completely from your computer and maintain confidentiality of the message. Any

unauthorized disclosure, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited and subjects

the user to penalty of law.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: Re: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 12:35:45 PM

Thanks glenn will pass all this on and get back to you 
 
From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 12:21 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies 
 
Alex,
 
That was our point really for informing you of No. 1. … Giving the governor’s office an opportunity to
consider whether you want to be involved in the BCBS release.
 
From what I can tell, we’re trying to negotiate with them and get an interpretation that offers wider
acceptance. (For instance, if a child would be eligible for OSEEGIB but not until an open enrollment
period many months later, then technically no other coverage is available to that child NOW, ergo, it
could be argued the kid should be eligible NOW for Blue Pathways.)
 
It was suggested here that it might be safest to “just declare victory and move forward,” not splitting
hairs over HOW available these plans are, etc.
 
We are in some pretty intensive discussions with BCBS in an effort to achieve wider acceptance, and
if that can be accomplished then concerns about whether to participate in their release could be
moot. … Maybe a call from the governor or her office to BCBS could help that along, but I’m not the
guy to officially ask for such a thing.
 
On No. 2, I have an early draft of a response that has presently received absolutely no input from
any of the five people I’ve asked for review. So, what I’ve pasted below is subject to significant
change. … For instance, I really assume we’ll appeal, but if our people think HHS’ case against us is
airtight (at least in HHS’ opinion), that might be wasted effort. If so, I’ll strike that language from the
response. … Also, some of the political criticisms – i.e., that MLR is a way to drive small insurers out
of business as a step to a single-payer system – might be deemed “too far,” though personally I’m
increasingly convinced that’s absolutely one secretly intended outcome of the MLR under PPACA.
 
-Glenn
 
 
 
Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak expressed grave disappointment
Wednesday that his state’s request for a waiver on Medical Loss Ratio requirements from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services was rejected outright. He pledged to appeal
the decision.
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“This decision could lead to a massive disruption of our insurance markets in Oklahoma,”
Doak said today. “We will strengthen our argument and ask the federal government to
reconsider its position.”
 
The Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) in essence is a calculation of what percentage of each
policyholder dollar is spent on delivering benefits or improving care, versus how much is
spent on administration and profits. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) has set an 80 percent minimum MLR for companies doing business in the
individual and small-group health insurance markets; an 85 percent MLR for large-group
plans.
 
Doak and the Oklahoma Insurance Department in September sought a gradual phase-in of
those 80- and 85-percent ratios, rather than immediate and strict enforcement of those targets
by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).
 
Noting the disproportionate and potentially damaging effect of the high MLR on smaller
companies, Doak and the OID requested that insurers be required to meet a 65 percent MLR
for 2011, 70 percent in 2012 and 75 percent in 2013, with full compliance with the 80-
percent standard for individual and small-group policies by the time the bulk of PPACA’s
provisions are fully in force in 2014.
 
Meeting MLR requirements should be easier for much larger carriers, which can spread the
cost of administration over a vast base of policyholders.
 
Conversely, Doak believes smaller companies might be forced to comply with PPACA’s
MLR provisions by reductions in force that destroy Oklahoma jobs, meanwhile limiting
consumers’ access to the counsel of licensed agents and decreasing the availability of
customer service to policyholders. Some small companies might decide to leave the
Oklahoma market altogether, surrendering progressively larger segments of the market to one
or two major carriers and reducing consumer choice.
 
“Competition fosters innovation in the type of insurance products available, competitive
pricing that reduces policyholder premiums, and attention to detail in customer service as a
means of retaining business,” Doak said. “Simply put, competition is good for consumers and
these MLR requirements could very well reduce competition in Oklahoma’s insurance
markets.”
 
Some critics of the MLR requirements suggest that driving smaller companies out of the
insurance business is an unstated goal of the law. Eliminating competition from the insurance
markets brings those who advocate a single-payer health-care system much closer to that
goal. In the meantime, Washington – which due to PPACA now operates its own Federal
Insurance Office to compete with state regulators – would prefer to regulate a few huge
companies rather than many smaller ones.
 
“Consumers should ask themselves whether that trend has worked in their favor with banks,”
said Doak, who has taken a public position against the new Federal Insurance Office.
 
Doak added that MLR isn’t even a reliable means of determining an insurance company’s
effectiveness to consumers. Some Oklahoma companies that will struggle to meet the MLR
requirements are nonetheless price-competitive with other companies that do or will meet the
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MLR threshold. Small carriers also frequently serve rural markets in which larger carriers
have less interest, providing conscientious, personalized customer service to Oklahoma
families and small businesses.
 
“MLR is an arbitrary and superficial means of judging the worth of an insurance company to
its policyholders,” Doak said. “Just because one company is able to attribute a smaller
percentage of its operating costs to each policyholder does not necessarily mean its
policyholders received a greater value for their dollar.”
 
The request made of HHS by Oklahoma is similar to waivers sought by – and frequently
granted to – other states, including Georgia.
 
(Data and further arguments to come from Frank Stone and Mina Munoz, i.e., “Why
Georgia and not us?”)
 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 12:10 PM
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
 
Thanks for the heads up.
1 – do you think we need to reconsider even submitting those quotes to BCBS for their release in
light of what you are telling me?
2- we are also getting calls from the Tulsa world re: PPACA waiver. We will put together some kind
of response. Do you know what you are going to say yet?
 
Thanks again
 

From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
 
Alex,
 
Two quick, unrelated points that have come up this morning on insurance issues, and about which
we need to inform the governor’s office.
 

1.        Blue Cross and Blue Shield is giving us a very narrow interpretation of their eligibility
standards for that new Blue Pathways policy; an interpretation that will disqualify some (or
many?) of the kids whose parents or guardians are most likely to request coverage. In effect,
BCBS is saying if the families have any other way or place to buy insurance, they won’t sell
them a policy for the child. … In an example we cited, a teacher who does not cover her
children through OSEEGIB (because she gets no premium assistance anyway and pays full
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price there) would be declined coverage for her kids by BCBS because said teacher could
purchase through OSEEGIB if she wanted, though she might have to wait some months for
the next open enrollment period.

2.        The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services held a conference call with
Commissioner Doak and others this morning to say it was rejecting Oklahoma’s request for a
PPACA waiver on MLR requirements. The decision will come down by 1 p.m. local time in
OKC and I’m already getting calls from the Tulsa World’s D.C. bureau. … I suspect OID will
ask for a review of that decision (and hopefully make a stronger case), and we’ll certainly be
responding this afternoon.

 
I know Rick Farmer left a message for Katie Altshuler, as well, but I want to make double-sure the
governor and her staff had a heads-up on these.
 
Glenn Craven, Communications Officer
Oklahoma Department of Insurance
(405) 522-1769

P Consider the environment and only print this email if  absolutely necessary.

The contents of this electronic message, including attachments, are transmitted by the Oklahoma

Insurance Department, an Oklahoma government agency according to the Uniform Electronic

Transactions Act, 12A O.S. 15-101 et seq. This message is intended for use by the named addressee

only and may contain information that is confidential or private according to state or federal laws. If you

have received this electronic message in error, please notify the sender by a “reply to sender only”

message, delete it completely from your computer and maintain confidentiality of the message. Any

unauthorized disclosure, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited and subjects

the user to penalty of law.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 4:52:00 PM

FYI we are going to place the child only release on hold for right now. Thanks for the updates.
 

From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 12:21 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
 
Alex,
 
That was our point really for informing you of No. 1. … Giving the governor’s office an opportunity to
consider whether you want to be involved in the BCBS release.
 
From what I can tell, we’re trying to negotiate with them and get an interpretation that offers wider
acceptance. (For instance, if a child would be eligible for OSEEGIB but not until an open enrollment
period many months later, then technically no other coverage is available to that child NOW, ergo, it
could be argued the kid should be eligible NOW for Blue Pathways.)
 
It was suggested here that it might be safest to “just declare victory and move forward,” not splitting
hairs over HOW available these plans are, etc.
 
We are in some pretty intensive discussions with BCBS in an effort to achieve wider acceptance, and
if that can be accomplished then concerns about whether to participate in their release could be
moot. … Maybe a call from the governor or her office to BCBS could help that along, but I’m not the
guy to officially ask for such a thing.
 
On No. 2, I have an early draft of a response that has presently received absolutely no input from
any of the five people I’ve asked for review. So, what I’ve pasted below is subject to significant
change. … For instance, I really assume we’ll appeal, but if our people think HHS’ case against us is
airtight (at least in HHS’ opinion), that might be wasted effort. If so, I’ll strike that language from the
response. … Also, some of the political criticisms – i.e., that MLR is a way to drive small insurers out
of business as a step to a single-payer system – might be deemed “too far,” though personally I’m
increasingly convinced that’s absolutely one secretly intended outcome of the MLR under PPACA.
 
-Glenn
 
 
 
Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak expressed grave disappointment
Wednesday that his state’s request for a waiver on Medical Loss Ratio requirements from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services was rejected outright. He pledged to appeal
the decision.
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“This decision could lead to a massive disruption of our insurance markets in Oklahoma,”
Doak said today. “We will strengthen our argument and ask the federal government to
reconsider its position.”
 
The Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) in essence is a calculation of what percentage of each
policyholder dollar is spent on delivering benefits or improving care, versus how much is
spent on administration and profits. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) has set an 80 percent minimum MLR for companies doing business in the
individual and small-group health insurance markets; an 85 percent MLR for large-group
plans.
 
Doak and the Oklahoma Insurance Department in September sought a gradual phase-in of
those 80- and 85-percent ratios, rather than immediate and strict enforcement of those targets
by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).
 
Noting the disproportionate and potentially damaging effect of the high MLR on smaller
companies, Doak and the OID requested that insurers be required to meet a 65 percent MLR
for 2011, 70 percent in 2012 and 75 percent in 2013, with full compliance with the 80-
percent standard for individual and small-group policies by the time the bulk of PPACA’s
provisions are fully in force in 2014.
 
Meeting MLR requirements should be easier for much larger carriers, which can spread the
cost of administration over a vast base of policyholders.
 
Conversely, Doak believes smaller companies might be forced to comply with PPACA’s
MLR provisions by reductions in force that destroy Oklahoma jobs, meanwhile limiting
consumers’ access to the counsel of licensed agents and decreasing the availability of
customer service to policyholders. Some small companies might decide to leave the
Oklahoma market altogether, surrendering progressively larger segments of the market to one
or two major carriers and reducing consumer choice.
 
“Competition fosters innovation in the type of insurance products available, competitive
pricing that reduces policyholder premiums, and attention to detail in customer service as a
means of retaining business,” Doak said. “Simply put, competition is good for consumers and
these MLR requirements could very well reduce competition in Oklahoma’s insurance
markets.”
 
Some critics of the MLR requirements suggest that driving smaller companies out of the
insurance business is an unstated goal of the law. Eliminating competition from the insurance
markets brings those who advocate a single-payer health-care system much closer to that
goal. In the meantime, Washington – which due to PPACA now operates its own Federal
Insurance Office to compete with state regulators – would prefer to regulate a few huge
companies rather than many smaller ones.
 
“Consumers should ask themselves whether that trend has worked in their favor with banks,”
said Doak, who has taken a public position against the new Federal Insurance Office.
 
Doak added that MLR isn’t even a reliable means of determining an insurance company’s
effectiveness to consumers. Some Oklahoma companies that will struggle to meet the MLR
requirements are nonetheless price-competitive with other companies that do or will meet the
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MLR threshold. Small carriers also frequently serve rural markets in which larger carriers
have less interest, providing conscientious, personalized customer service to Oklahoma
families and small businesses.
 
“MLR is an arbitrary and superficial means of judging the worth of an insurance company to
its policyholders,” Doak said. “Just because one company is able to attribute a smaller
percentage of its operating costs to each policyholder does not necessarily mean its
policyholders received a greater value for their dollar.”
 
The request made of HHS by Oklahoma is similar to waivers sought by – and frequently
granted to – other states, including Georgia.
 
(Data and further arguments to come from Frank Stone and Mina Munoz, i.e., “Why
Georgia and not us?”)
 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 12:10 PM
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
 
Thanks for the heads up.
1 – do you think we need to reconsider even submitting those quotes to BCBS for their release in
light of what you are telling me?
2- we are also getting calls from the Tulsa world re: PPACA waiver. We will put together some kind
of response. Do you know what you are going to say yet?
 
Thanks again
 

From: Glenn Craven 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin / child only insurance policies
 
Alex,
 
Two quick, unrelated points that have come up this morning on insurance issues, and about which
we need to inform the governor’s office.
 

1.        Blue Cross and Blue Shield is giving us a very narrow interpretation of their eligibility
standards for that new Blue Pathways policy; an interpretation that will disqualify some (or
many?) of the kids whose parents or guardians are most likely to request coverage. In effect,
BCBS is saying if the families have any other way or place to buy insurance, they won’t sell
them a policy for the child. … In an example we cited, a teacher who does not cover her
children through OSEEGIB (because she gets no premium assistance anyway and pays full
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price there) would be declined coverage for her kids by BCBS because said teacher could
purchase through OSEEGIB if she wanted, though she might have to wait some months for
the next open enrollment period.

2.        The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services held a conference call with
Commissioner Doak and others this morning to say it was rejecting Oklahoma’s request for a
PPACA waiver on MLR requirements. The decision will come down by 1 p.m. local time in
OKC and I’m already getting calls from the Tulsa World’s D.C. bureau. … I suspect OID will
ask for a review of that decision (and hopefully make a stronger case), and we’ll certainly be
responding this afternoon.

 
I know Rick Farmer left a message for Katie Altshuler, as well, but I want to make double-sure the
governor and her staff had a heads-up on these.
 
Glenn Craven, Communications Officer
Oklahoma Department of Insurance
(405) 522-1769

P Consider the environment and only print this email if  absolutely necessary.

The contents of this electronic message, including attachments, are transmitted by the Oklahoma

Insurance Department, an Oklahoma government agency according to the Uniform Electronic

Transactions Act, 12A O.S. 15-101 et seq. This message is intended for use by the named addressee

only and may contain information that is confidential or private according to state or federal laws. If you

have received this electronic message in error, please notify the sender by a “reply to sender only”

message, delete it completely from your computer and maintain confidentiality of the message. Any

unauthorized disclosure, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited and subjects

the user to penalty of law.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:26:00 AM

Megan,
 
The schedule is jammed up today – had an issue pop up with the medical examiner’s office in
Oklahoma.  Thanks for checking in, though.
 
FYI – Do you have a URL for the governor’s interview last week?  I haven’t been able to find one
online and a lot of us don’t have FBC unfortunately (we need to call our cable companies).
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Aaron –
 
We’re covering unions and state battles tonight at 6pm EASTERN/5pm CENTRAL.  Would Governor
Fallin be available for an interview again with Neil Cavuto at that time?  I know she’s very busy, but
it’s just a few minutes and we would take the interview via phone that way she wouldn’t have to
spend time going to a studio.
 
Please let me know, thanks!

Oklahoma - A bill that would repeal the state's entire municipal employee collective bargaining act
for nonuniformed workers narrowly passed a House committee last week. If passed, the measure
would kick out a 2004 law that allowed nonuniformed employees of cities with at least 35,000
residents to form a union.
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 12:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
We have a security detail that drive us so a car isn’t needed.  Either myself or Alex Weintz will be
with her.
 
Aaron Cooper cell:  (405) 759-0468
Alex Weintz cell:  (405) 535-7317
 
Did you get my note about our budget solutions and personal income tax cuts in Oklahoma to talk
about today?
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From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks!
 
What’s your cell number?  Will you be traveling with the Governor?  Does she need car service? 
Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:53 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Our emails must have crossed in cyber space.  I sent you a note with an interview angle.
 
Also, just an FYI – the last time we used the local Fox affiliate studio there was a technical
malfunction that kept us from conducting the interview.  In our experience, the local Cox
Communication studios have been excellent.
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:53 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:46 PM
To: 'Aaron Cooper'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Aaron – sorry for the delay.
 
Here’s the studio for tomorrow:
 
KOKH Fox 25
1228 East Wilshire Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
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Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
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Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
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Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:44:00 AM

We have a security detail that drive us so a car isn’t needed.  Either myself or Alex Weintz will be
with her.
 
Aaron Cooper cell:  (405) 759-0468
Alex Weintz cell:  (405) 535-7317
 
Did you get my note about our budget solutions and personal income tax cuts in Oklahoma to talk
about today?
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks!
 
What’s your cell number?  Will you be traveling with the Governor?  Does she need car service? 
Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:53 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Our emails must have crossed in cyber space.  I sent you a note with an interview angle.
 
Also, just an FYI – the last time we used the local Fox affiliate studio there was a technical
malfunction that kept us from conducting the interview.  In our experience, the local Cox
Communication studios have been excellent.
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:53 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:46 PM
To: 'Aaron Cooper'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
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Aaron – sorry for the delay.
 
Here’s the studio for tomorrow:
 
KOKH Fox 25
1228 East Wilshire Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
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Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
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From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:53:00 PM

Our emails must have crossed in cyber space.  I sent you a note with an interview angle.
 
Also, just an FYI – the last time we used the local Fox affiliate studio there was a technical
malfunction that kept us from conducting the interview.  In our experience, the local Cox
Communication studios have been excellent.
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:53 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:46 PM
To: 'Aaron Cooper'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Aaron – sorry for the delay.
 
Here’s the studio for tomorrow:
 
KOKH Fox 25
1228 East Wilshire Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
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15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
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From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
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Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:49:00 PM

Megan,
 
Any luck yet on the studio info?
 
Also, to narrow the focus of our hit, I thought I’d pitch this to you:  Many states are dealing with
huge budget shortfalls and Oklahoma too has a $500 million budget shortfall to make up this year. 
The governor’s budget proposal turns that shortfall into a $100 million surplus through targeted
spending cuts, government modernizations and agency consolidations.  Oklahoma is solving its
budget shortfall with spending cuts and efficiencies rather than raising taxes or increasing fees on
Oklahomans.  In fact, our personal income tax rate will be cut this year from 5.5 percent to 5.25
percent because our revenue collections met the tax cut trigger in our state law.
 
Statement about government modernizations: 
http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/newsroom/newsroom_article.php?id=223&article_id=825
Statement about state revenues/income tax cuts: 
http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/newsroom/newsroom_article.php?id=223&article_id=806
 
Let me know if you need any additional information.  Thanks.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 10:02 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Working on getting that address from our satellite desk now. 

Thanks.
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
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Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
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Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
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Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 8:47:00 AM

Megan,
 
Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
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always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?
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Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:10:00 PM

Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
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Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:55:00 PM

Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
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Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
Date: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:57:00 PM

I agree – especially a phoner.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:57 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
I don’t think so on Fox Biz. What do u think?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Any interest?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Aaron – is the Governor available for a phone interview tonight at 6pm EASTERN?  Talking health
care…let me know thanks.
 
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 12:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
We have a security detail that drive us so a car isn’t needed.  Either myself or Alex Weintz will be
with her.
 
Aaron Cooper cell:  (405) 759-0468
Alex Weintz cell:  (405) 535-7317
 
Did you get my note about our budget solutions and personal income tax cuts in Oklahoma to talk
about today?
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Aaron Cooper

37265

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks!
 
What’s your cell number?  Will you be traveling with the Governor?  Does she need car service? 
Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:53 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Our emails must have crossed in cyber space.  I sent you a note with an interview angle.
 
Also, just an FYI – the last time we used the local Fox affiliate studio there was a technical
malfunction that kept us from conducting the interview.  In our experience, the local Cox
Communication studios have been excellent.
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:53 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:46 PM
To: 'Aaron Cooper'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Aaron – sorry for the delay.
 
Here’s the studio for tomorrow:
 
KOKH Fox 25
1228 East Wilshire Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
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Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
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That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
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Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2012 4:20:00 PM

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 4:10 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
No opening remarks, no other updates that I know of. Looking fine for now!

RS

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 12:39 PM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,

 

Any other updates we need to know about?  Also, do you know if there will be “opening

remarks” by the governors?  The agenda I see just has Dr. Feulner beginning the

moderated discussion.  Thanks.

 

 

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,

 

Great. I’m sending Dr. Feulner with a preliminary set of questions, which I’m pasting below. Obviously

as we move forward things may likely change. I think that Dr. Feulner and the Govs. will be seated in

close proximity and will have no issues with prep for the Q&A before going on stage. It will be a great

time.

 
Gov. Mary Fallin
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You come from a family that has a history of public service. Your parents both served as
mayor of Tecumseh. How did that shape your experience?
 
While some states were considering tax increases, Oklahoma cut its income tax. What has
that done for economic growth in your state?
 
You're known as a trailblazer in Oklahoma as the state's first female governor. What do you
make of the "war on women" that liberals have trumpeted in recent weeks?
 
How would Oklahoma benefit from the Keystone XL pipeline? And what steps, if any, can
you take in the absence of federal approval?
 
 

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:44 AM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,

 

After talking with the governor, the areas she’ll want to focus on are health care (states

fighting against Obamacare), energy and environment (Gov. Fallin ardent supporter of

Keystone XL and Oklahoma suing EPA over “regional haze” rules), and states seeking

waivers from federal education mandates.

 

I’ll send more information as soon as we get it put together.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Hope everyone is safe.

 

Yes I’ve been in touch with LePage’s office – but only initial comms. They haven’t come back with any

questions.

 

The topic is broadly interpreted. Basically, anything under the umbrella of “How the States Can Limit
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the Federal Leviathan.” Instances of strong federalism or states taking charge (quick example: AZ

immigration law – AZ took charge because Fed Gov was unwilling/unable/”muscle bound”) would be

great.

 

Like I mentioned in my first note – this is a great event, and we like to make sure that if we’re hosting

– the interviewee knows what’s on deck. Let me know if I can do anything else to help.

 

RS

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Yes, I got your message.  I’ll be in touch ASAP.  With the tornadoes this weekend, things

got pushed back.

 

Have you had any contact with Gov. LePage’s office?  I’m interested in what topics they

may have suggested.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 1:54 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,

 

Haven’t heard back. Did you get my message?

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:38 AM
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To: Steele, Robert
Subject: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,
 
I’m touching base with you to talk about the topics of next weekend’s panel with Gov.
Fallin and Gov. LePage.
 
Can you share with me some of the questions or topics that Dr. Feulner would like to
cover, or the direction he’s thinking about for this event?
 
Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

Is Nuclear Energy Safe? Can It Help Meet Our
Energy Needs?
Powering America – a new documentary from The Heritage Foundation –

answers these questions and more by pulling back the veil on nuclear

energy. Watch the trailer >>

The Heritage Foundation is committed to building an America where freedom, opportunity,
prosperity, and civil society flourish.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2012 11:38:00 AM

Robert,

 

Any other updates we need to know about?  Also, do you know if there will be “opening

remarks” by the governors?  The agenda I see just has Dr. Feulner beginning the

moderated discussion.  Thanks.

 

 

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,

 

Great. I’m sending Dr. Feulner with a preliminary set of questions, which I’m pasting below. Obviously

as we move forward things may likely change. I think that Dr. Feulner and the Govs. will be seated in

close proximity and will have no issues with prep for the Q&A before going on stage. It will be a great

time.

 
Gov. Mary Fallin
 
You come from a family that has a history of public service. Your parents both served as
mayor of Tecumseh. How did that shape your experience?
 
While some states were considering tax increases, Oklahoma cut its income tax. What has
that done for economic growth in your state?
 
You're known as a trailblazer in Oklahoma as the state's first female governor. What do you
make of the "war on women" that liberals have trumpeted in recent weeks?
 
How would Oklahoma benefit from the Keystone XL pipeline? And what steps, if any, can
you take in the absence of federal approval?
 
 

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org 
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From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:44 AM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,

 

After talking with the governor, the areas she’ll want to focus on are health care (states

fighting against Obamacare), energy and environment (Gov. Fallin ardent supporter of

Keystone XL and Oklahoma suing EPA over “regional haze” rules), and states seeking

waivers from federal education mandates.

 

I’ll send more information as soon as we get it put together.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Hope everyone is safe.

 

Yes I’ve been in touch with LePage’s office – but only initial comms. They haven’t come back with any

questions.

 

The topic is broadly interpreted. Basically, anything under the umbrella of “How the States Can Limit

the Federal Leviathan.” Instances of strong federalism or states taking charge (quick example: AZ

immigration law – AZ took charge because Fed Gov was unwilling/unable/”muscle bound”) would be

great.

 

Like I mentioned in my first note – this is a great event, and we like to make sure that if we’re hosting

– the interviewee knows what’s on deck. Let me know if I can do anything else to help.

 

RS

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Yes, I got your message.  I’ll be in touch ASAP.  With the tornadoes this weekend, things

got pushed back.
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Have you had any contact with Gov. LePage’s office?  I’m interested in what topics they

may have suggested.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 1:54 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,

 

Haven’t heard back. Did you get my message?

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,
 
I’m touching base with you to talk about the topics of next weekend’s panel with Gov.
Fallin and Gov. LePage.
 
Can you share with me some of the questions or topics that Dr. Feulner would like to
cover, or the direction he’s thinking about for this event?
 
Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
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Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

Is Nuclear Energy Safe? Can It Help Meet Our
Energy Needs?
Powering America – a new documentary from The Heritage Foundation –

answers these questions and more by pulling back the veil on nuclear

energy. Watch the trailer >>

The Heritage Foundation is committed to building an America where freedom, opportunity,
prosperity, and civil society flourish.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 9:43:00 AM

Robert,

 

After talking with the governor, the areas she’ll want to focus on are health care (states

fighting against Obamacare), energy and environment (Gov. Fallin ardent supporter of

Keystone XL and Oklahoma suing EPA over “regional haze” rules), and states seeking

waivers from federal education mandates.

 

I’ll send more information as soon as we get it put together.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Hope everyone is safe.

 

Yes I’ve been in touch with LePage’s office – but only initial comms. They haven’t come back with any

questions.

 

The topic is broadly interpreted. Basically, anything under the umbrella of “How the States Can Limit

the Federal Leviathan.” Instances of strong federalism or states taking charge (quick example: AZ

immigration law – AZ took charge because Fed Gov was unwilling/unable/”muscle bound”) would be

great.

 

Like I mentioned in my first note – this is a great event, and we like to make sure that if we’re hosting

– the interviewee knows what’s on deck. Let me know if I can do anything else to help.

 

RS

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Yes, I got your message.  I’ll be in touch ASAP.  With the tornadoes this weekend, things
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got pushed back.

 

Have you had any contact with Gov. LePage’s office?  I’m interested in what topics they

may have suggested.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 1:54 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,

 

Haven’t heard back. Did you get my message?

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,
 
I’m touching base with you to talk about the topics of next weekend’s panel with Gov.
Fallin and Gov. LePage.
 
Can you share with me some of the questions or topics that Dr. Feulner would like to
cover, or the direction he’s thinking about for this event?
 
Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
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Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

Is Nuclear Energy Safe? Can It Help Meet Our
Energy Needs?
Powering America – a new documentary from The Heritage Foundation –

answers these questions and more by pulling back the veil on nuclear

energy. Watch the trailer >>

The Heritage Foundation is committed to building an America where freedom, opportunity,
prosperity, and civil society flourish.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2012 4:33:00 PM

One other topic that may be fun to bring up is Gov. Fallin was mentioned on Good Morning

America yesterday as a possible VP pick for Gov. Romney.  Here’s a link to a local story: 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=262&articleid=20120418_262_0_GovMar725609

 

 

 

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 4:10 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
No opening remarks, no other updates that I know of. Looking fine for now!

RS

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 12:39 PM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,

 

Any other updates we need to know about?  Also, do you know if there will be “opening

remarks” by the governors?  The agenda I see just has Dr. Feulner beginning the

moderated discussion.  Thanks.

 

 

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,
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Great. I’m sending Dr. Feulner with a preliminary set of questions, which I’m pasting below. Obviously

as we move forward things may likely change. I think that Dr. Feulner and the Govs. will be seated in

close proximity and will have no issues with prep for the Q&A before going on stage. It will be a great

time.

 
Gov. Mary Fallin
 
You come from a family that has a history of public service. Your parents both served as
mayor of Tecumseh. How did that shape your experience?
 
While some states were considering tax increases, Oklahoma cut its income tax. What has
that done for economic growth in your state?
 
You're known as a trailblazer in Oklahoma as the state's first female governor. What do you
make of the "war on women" that liberals have trumpeted in recent weeks?
 
How would Oklahoma benefit from the Keystone XL pipeline? And what steps, if any, can
you take in the absence of federal approval?
 
 

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:44 AM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,

 

After talking with the governor, the areas she’ll want to focus on are health care (states

fighting against Obamacare), energy and environment (Gov. Fallin ardent supporter of

Keystone XL and Oklahoma suing EPA over “regional haze” rules), and states seeking

waivers from federal education mandates.

 

I’ll send more information as soon as we get it put together.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
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Hope everyone is safe.

 

Yes I’ve been in touch with LePage’s office – but only initial comms. They haven’t come back with any

questions.

 

The topic is broadly interpreted. Basically, anything under the umbrella of “How the States Can Limit

the Federal Leviathan.” Instances of strong federalism or states taking charge (quick example: AZ

immigration law – AZ took charge because Fed Gov was unwilling/unable/”muscle bound”) would be

great.

 

Like I mentioned in my first note – this is a great event, and we like to make sure that if we’re hosting

– the interviewee knows what’s on deck. Let me know if I can do anything else to help.

 

RS

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Yes, I got your message.  I’ll be in touch ASAP.  With the tornadoes this weekend, things

got pushed back.

 

Have you had any contact with Gov. LePage’s office?  I’m interested in what topics they

may have suggested.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Steele, Robert [mailto:Robert.Steele@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 1:54 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Aaron,

 

Haven’t heard back. Did you get my message?

 

Robert Steele
Research Assistant
Office of the President
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
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Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6004
heritage.org

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Steele, Robert
Subject: Gov Fallin panel at Heritage conference
 
Robert,
 
I’m touching base with you to talk about the topics of next weekend’s panel with Gov.
Fallin and Gov. LePage.
 
Can you share with me some of the questions or topics that Dr. Feulner would like to
cover, or the direction he’s thinking about for this event?
 
Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

Is Nuclear Energy Safe? Can It Help Meet Our
Energy Needs?
Powering America – a new documentary from The Heritage Foundation –

answers these questions and more by pulling back the veil on nuclear

energy. Watch the trailer >>

The Heritage Foundation is committed to building an America where freedom, opportunity,
prosperity, and civil society flourish.
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From: MG(R) Lee Baxter
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 4:36:15 PM

Whew…guess I will know when Tammie writes back that you have more
important things to do!! J
 
MG(R) Lee Baxter
President
Signal Mountain Associates, Inc
608 SW D Ave; Suite #1
Lawton, Oklahoma 73501
580-581-1300(o)
580-  (c)
580-248-3916 (fax)
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 4:32 PM
To: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Cc: tammie.wright@us.army.mil
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Yes it does! Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee; tammie.wright@us.army.mil
Subject: FW: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, I will meet the Governor at the main entry to the Country Club about
1140. We will have our meeting in the Westside Dining Room (also called the
Private Dining Room) just before the luncheon. Does that work? Lee
 
MG(R) Lee Baxter
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President
Signal Mountain Associates, Inc
608 SW D Ave; Suite #1
Lawton, Oklahoma 73501
580-581-1300(o)
580-  (c)
580-248-3916 (fax)
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:28 PM
To: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
Cc: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Let’s do 15 minutes before the lunch, just let me know where at the country club she should meet
you. Scott Mason and one member of security will likely be the only ones with her, they do not sit
down for lunch though.
 
I am copying Tammie Wright so you have her email, sometime in the next few weeks (when is up to
the baby) I will begin my maternity leave and Tammie will handle all scheduling issues.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, see below. I think the governor finishes up about 11 and we have lunch at 12. Would like about

15 minutes with her between these events. What is the best way to do that? Could go to a room in the

country club before lunch or do at sill after the ceremony. Who is coming with her also, so we can plan

for lunch ?  Lee

-----Original Message-----

From: "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2011 5:26pm

To: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding
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I received, you can visit with her next Friday and perhaps by then we have some sort of agreement

with the legislature worked out 

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 12:02 PM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee

Subject: FW: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Did you receive? Shall I talk with the governor?

MG(R) Lee Baxter

President

Signal Mountain Associates, Inc

608 SW D Ave; Suite #1

Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

580-581-1300(o)

580-  (c)

580-248-3916 (fax)

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:16 AM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG Lee

Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center opening.

Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12. Can I arrange

to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon ? Could even do it

sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael

Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the last

couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not a

great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I have

left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is

frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being

labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal

money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the anti

Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members and

large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent in

their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the OCPA

position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw from

the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the exchange

37287



initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so

before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters than me.

But the potential damage her and house and senate members is both severe

and long lasting I think.

OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't

support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working hard

to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.

Look forward to hearing from you. Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter=
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From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 4:16:03 PM

She will be at the head table between me and MG Dave Halverson, the Fort Sill CG. Also at the table

will be

 

1. JR Reskovac, our DC based consultant

2.Tim Hedgecock, Chairman of the Board of Lawton Chamber of commerce and industry

3.Kirby Brown, Deputy Commanding General Fort Sill

4.Bill Burgess. Local Attorney

5.BG Roger Mathews, Commandant of Air Defense School at Sill    

 

About 100 people...I will make remark, we will eat preplated salad, I introduce Mary, she speaks and

we adjourn after time for questions.

-----Original Message-----

From: "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2011 4:55pm

To: "baxter@signalmountainassociates.com" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th

Do you know who she will be seated with at the lunch?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:50 PM
To: 'baxter@signalmountainassociates.com'
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:47 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
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Will get you the room name early next week. How exciting about that baby!!!!!!

-----Original Message-----

From: "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2011 4:27pm

To: "baxter@signalmountainassociates.com" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Cc: "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>, "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th

Let’s do 15 minutes before the lunch, just let me know where at the country club she should meet
you. Scott Mason and one member of security will likely be the only ones with her, they do not sit
down for lunch though.
 
I am copying Tammie Wright so you have her email, sometime in the next few weeks (when is up to
the baby) I will begin my maternity leave and Tammie will handle all scheduling issues.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, see below. I think the governor finishes up about 11 and we have lunch at 12. Would like about

15 minutes with her between these events. What is the best way to do that? Could go to a room in the

country club before lunch or do at sill after the ceremony. Who is coming with her also, so we can plan

for lunch ?  Lee

-----Original Message-----

From: "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2011 5:26pm

To: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

I received, you can visit with her next Friday and perhaps by then we have some sort of agreement

with the legislature worked out 

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 12:02 PM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee
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Subject: FW: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Did you receive? Shall I talk with the governor?

MG(R) Lee Baxter

President

Signal Mountain Associates, Inc

608 SW D Ave; Suite #1

Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

580-581-1300(o)

580-  (c)

580-248-3916 (fax)

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:16 AM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG Lee

Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center opening.

Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12. Can I arrange

to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon ? Could even do it

sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael

Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the last

couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not a

great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I have

left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is

frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being

labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal

money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the anti

Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members and

large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent in

their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the OCPA

position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw from

the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the exchange

initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so

before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters than me.

But the potential damage her and house and senate members is both severe

and long lasting I think.
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OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't

support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working hard

to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.

Look forward to hearing from you. Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter=
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From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:47:44 PM

Will get you the room name early next week. How exciting about that baby!!!!!!

-----Original Message-----

From: "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2011 4:27pm

To: "baxter@signalmountainassociates.com" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Cc: "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>, "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th

Let’s do 15 minutes before the lunch, just let me know where at the country club she should meet
you. Scott Mason and one member of security will likely be the only ones with her, they do not sit
down for lunch though.
 
I am copying Tammie Wright so you have her email, sometime in the next few weeks (when is up to
the baby) I will begin my maternity leave and Tammie will handle all scheduling issues.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, see below. I think the governor finishes up about 11 and we have lunch at 12. Would like about

15 minutes with her between these events. What is the best way to do that? Could go to a room in the

country club before lunch or do at sill after the ceremony. Who is coming with her also, so we can plan

for lunch ?  Lee

-----Original Message-----

From: "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2011 5:26pm

To: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

I received, you can visit with her next Friday and perhaps by then we have some sort of agreement

with the legislature worked out 
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-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 12:02 PM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee

Subject: FW: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Did you receive? Shall I talk with the governor?

MG(R) Lee Baxter

President

Signal Mountain Associates, Inc

608 SW D Ave; Suite #1

Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

580-581-1300(o)

580-  (c)

580-248-3916 (fax)

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:16 AM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG Lee

Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center opening.

Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12. Can I arrange

to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon ? Could even do it

sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael

Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the last

couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not a

great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I have

left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is

frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being

labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal

money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the anti

Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members and

large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent in

their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the OCPA

position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw from

the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the exchange

initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so
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before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters than me.

But the potential damage her and house and senate members is both severe

and long lasting I think.

OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't

support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working hard

to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.

Look forward to hearing from you. Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter=
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
Cc: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:27:57 PM

Let’s do 15 minutes before the lunch, just let me know where at the country club she should meet
you. Scott Mason and one member of security will likely be the only ones with her, they do not sit
down for lunch though.
 
I am copying Tammie Wright so you have her email, sometime in the next few weeks (when is up to
the baby) I will begin my maternity leave and Tammie will handle all scheduling issues.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, see below. I think the governor finishes up about 11 and we have lunch at 12. Would like about

15 minutes with her between these events. What is the best way to do that? Could go to a room in the

country club before lunch or do at sill after the ceremony. Who is coming with her also, so we can plan

for lunch ?  Lee

-----Original Message-----

From: "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2011 5:26pm

To: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

I received, you can visit with her next Friday and perhaps by then we have some sort of agreement

with the legislature worked out 

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 12:02 PM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee

Subject: FW: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Did you receive? Shall I talk with the governor?
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MG(R) Lee Baxter

President

Signal Mountain Associates, Inc

608 SW D Ave; Suite #1

Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

580-581-1300(o)

580-  (c)

580-248-3916 (fax)

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:16 AM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG Lee

Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center opening.

Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12. Can I arrange

to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon ? Could even do it

sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael

Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the last

couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not a

great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I have

left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is

frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being

labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal

money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the anti

Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members and

large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent in

their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the OCPA

position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw from

the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the exchange

initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so

before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters than me.

But the potential damage her and house and senate members is both severe

and long lasting I think.

OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't

support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working hard

to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.
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Look forward to hearing from you. Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter=
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
Cc: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:27:57 PM

Let’s do 15 minutes before the lunch, just let me know where at the country club she should meet
you. Scott Mason and one member of security will likely be the only ones with her, they do not sit
down for lunch though.
 
I am copying Tammie Wright so you have her email, sometime in the next few weeks (when is up to
the baby) I will begin my maternity leave and Tammie will handle all scheduling issues.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, see below. I think the governor finishes up about 11 and we have lunch at 12. Would like about

15 minutes with her between these events. What is the best way to do that? Could go to a room in the

country club before lunch or do at sill after the ceremony. Who is coming with her also, so we can plan

for lunch ?  Lee

-----Original Message-----

From: "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2011 5:26pm

To: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

I received, you can visit with her next Friday and perhaps by then we have some sort of agreement

with the legislature worked out 

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 12:02 PM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee

Subject: FW: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Did you receive? Shall I talk with the governor?
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MG(R) Lee Baxter

President

Signal Mountain Associates, Inc

608 SW D Ave; Suite #1

Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

580-581-1300(o)

580-  (c)

580-248-3916 (fax)

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:16 AM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG Lee

Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center opening.

Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12. Can I arrange

to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon ? Could even do it

sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael

Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the last

couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not a

great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I have

left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is

frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being

labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal

money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the anti

Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members and

large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent in

their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the OCPA

position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw from

the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the exchange

initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so

before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters than me.

But the potential damage her and house and senate members is both severe

and long lasting I think.

OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't

support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working hard

to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.
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Look forward to hearing from you. Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter=
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From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:47:43 PM

Will get you the room name early next week. How exciting about that baby!!!!!!

-----Original Message-----

From: "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2011 4:27pm

To: "baxter@signalmountainassociates.com" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Cc: "Tammie Wright" <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>, "Dana Wolpert" <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>

Subject: RE: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th

Let’s do 15 minutes before the lunch, just let me know where at the country club she should meet
you. Scott Mason and one member of security will likely be the only ones with her, they do not sit
down for lunch though.
 
I am copying Tammie Wright so you have her email, sometime in the next few weeks (when is up to
the baby) I will begin my maternity leave and Tammie will handle all scheduling issues.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: baxter@signalmountainassociates.com [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: MG(R) Lee Baxter
Subject: Gov Lawton Trip April 15th
 
Dana, see below. I think the governor finishes up about 11 and we have lunch at 12. Would like about

15 minutes with her between these events. What is the best way to do that? Could go to a room in the

country club before lunch or do at sill after the ceremony. Who is coming with her also, so we can plan

for lunch ?  Lee

-----Original Message-----

From: "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2011 5:26pm

To: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" <baxter@signalmountainassociates.com>

Subject: RE: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

I received, you can visit with her next Friday and perhaps by then we have some sort of agreement

with the legislature worked out 
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-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 12:02 PM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG (R) Lee

Subject: FW: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Did you receive? Shall I talk with the governor?

MG(R) Lee Baxter

President

Signal Mountain Associates, Inc

608 SW D Ave; Suite #1

Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

580-581-1300(o)

580-  (c)

580-248-3916 (fax)

-----Original Message-----

From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:16 AM

To: Denise Northrup

Cc: Baxter MG Lee

Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center opening.

Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12. Can I arrange

to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon ? Could even do it

sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael

Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the last

couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not a

great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I have

left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is

frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being

labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal

money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the anti

Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members and

large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent in

their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the OCPA

position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw from

the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the exchange

initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so
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before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters than me.

But the potential damage her and house and senate members is both severe

and long lasting I think.

OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't

support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working hard

to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.

Look forward to hearing from you. Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter=
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Dylan Hunter
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin interview
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 10:01:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Dylan,

 

Thanks for the e-mail.  These topics are good.  They only other possible topic would be a

casual mention of Independence Day.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Dylan Hunter [mailto:DHunter@maanradio.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 8:55 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin interview
Importance: High
 
Aaron, In addition to the legislative session issues and the Oklahoma
economy, I most definitely want to touch on the Governor's thoughts on the
recent SCOTUS ruling of Obamacare.  Also I would like the governor to
speak to the 50 year water plan issue as it affect the Panhandle as we
have only ground water here and no surface water.
 
Please confirm these issues in reply and if you wouldn't mind, include any
additional topics the governor would like to discuss and/or get out there to
our listeners.
 
Best Regards,
 
Dylan Hunter
Program Director/Mornings
KGYN 1210
2300N. Lelia
Guymon, OK  73942
Office (580) 338-1210
Cell (580) 352-8202
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Fri 6/29/2012 10:06 AM
To: Dylan Hunter
Subject: Gov. Fallin interview

Dillon,
 
I wanted to touch base with you to make sure everything is set for next week’s interview
with the governor.  We’re still good to go on our end.  Did you have a list of specific topics
you want to cover with the governor?  If so, can you send that my way?
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Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill
Date: Thursday, September 13, 2012 3:26:00 PM

No change.  FYI, the governor has stated she will not make a decision until after November.  Here is our
statement.

“Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act, Governor Fallin will not
make any announcements or endorse any course of action regarding a health insurance exchange until
after the November election. In the meantime, she and her staff will thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding a potential exchange.”

Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 12:31 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Good afternoon Aaron.  I am doing my monthly check on the health reform issues and I wanted to just
send you a quick email to see if anything has changed.  I am working from home today so if there is
anything of interest I can call you tomorrow.  Otherwise just email me back with the status.

Sincerely,
Melissa Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper [Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Not much has changed.  Still no public meetings planned.

Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Good morning Aaron,

I am just checking in again with you to find out if there have been any changes or movement on Health
Reform Implementation.  Since there are deadlines coming up this fall, I will probably check in with you
once a month to make sure nothing is occurring or going to occur.  Our main focus is finding out about
any public meetings that will take place.  If anything like that is scheduled or anticipated at some point
please feel free to email me and let me know. I believe once a once a month is a reasonable amount of
time to check in with you, but because of the deadlines I don't want to miss something that may just
suddenly pop up.  If you feel that I should contact you more often to check on the status please let me
know. I do not have any other contacts at state agencies so the Governor's Office is my only source for
information and status on this processI appreciate your help and your time.
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Sincerely,
Melissa
________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper [Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:02 PM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Melissa,

1 - The governor and staff are holding internal meetings on the issue.
2 - The governor's office has not placed a timeline on reaching a decision; the governor continues to
thoroughly review the state's options with the goal of finding a solution that best meets the needs of
Oklahoma.

Thanks.

From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Thank you for this information.  Is there a link to this press release somewhere online?  I would like to
have the link saved if it is available.

Also, I have a few follow up questions. (1) Are any state agencies holding public meetings to determine,
as it says below "how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens."   If
the Governor or state agencies are holding only internal meetings, please let me know and I will make
note.    I will expect more information will be available soon.  (2) A decision from the states on essential
health benefits is required by November 16th, so will there be an announcement about those or a
discussion about those in the next few months?  Someone indicated that the Governor is waiting until
after the elections in November to make any decisions, but since the essential health benefits are due in
November to CMS as well, we want to find out what the state is doing to address that topic.

I appreciate your help and your time.

Sincerely,

Melissa Patra Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
(703) 525-7466 ext 237
Follow Us:

[cid:image001.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0]<http://statesideassoc.wordpress.com/> 
[cid:image002.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://facebook.com/StatesideAssociates>  
[cid:image003.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://twitter.com/#!/Statesideassoc>  
[cid:image004.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.linkedin.com/company/stateside-associates>
P Please conserve.  Don't print this e-mail unless needed.

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:41 AM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Melissa,
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Our office received a message about your inquiry on Gov. Fallin's position on the federal health care
bill.  Please find below a response to your question.  Thanks.

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court's decision to uphold the bulk
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that many
aspects of the bill - including the individual mandate - grant Congress power that was not intended by
the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma's attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the
law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential
nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.

However, in light of the Supreme Court's decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin believes it
is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma's options regarding the
future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a
decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.

______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov<mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov>
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468

Find Gov. Fallin on:

[cid:image005.jpg@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0]<http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin> 
[cid:image006.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin> 
[cid:image007.jpg@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin>

On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov<www.ok.gov/governor>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill
Date: Thursday, August 16, 2012 11:08:00 AM

Not much has changed.  Still no public meetings planned.

Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Good morning Aaron,

I am just checking in again with you to find out if there have been any changes or movement on Health
Reform Implementation.  Since there are deadlines coming up this fall, I will probably check in with you
once a month to make sure nothing is occurring or going to occur.  Our main focus is finding out about
any public meetings that will take place.  If anything like that is scheduled or anticipated at some point
please feel free to email me and let me know. I believe once a once a month is a reasonable amount of
time to check in with you, but because of the deadlines I don't want to miss something that may just
suddenly pop up.  If you feel that I should contact you more often to check on the status please let me
know. I do not have any other contacts at state agencies so the Governor's Office is my only source for
information and status on this processI appreciate your help and your time.

Sincerely,
Melissa
________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper [Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:02 PM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Melissa,

1 – The governor and staff are holding internal meetings on the issue.
2 – The governor’s office has not placed a timeline on reaching a decision; the governor continues to
thoroughly review the state’s options with the goal of finding a solution that best meets the needs of
Oklahoma.

Thanks.

From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Thank you for this information.  Is there a link to this press release somewhere online?  I would like to
have the link saved if it is available.

Also, I have a few follow up questions. (1) Are any state agencies holding public meetings to determine,
as it says below “how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.”   If
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the Governor or state agencies are holding only internal meetings, please let me know and I will make
note.    I will expect more information will be available soon.  (2) A decision from the states on essential
health benefits is required by November 16th, so will there be an announcement about those or a
discussion about those in the next few months?  Someone indicated that the Governor is waiting until
after the elections in November to make any decisions, but since the essential health benefits are due in
November to CMS as well, we want to find out what the state is doing to address that topic.

I appreciate your help and your time.

Sincerely,

Melissa Patra Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
(703) 525-7466 ext 237
Follow Us:

[cid:image001.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0]<http://statesideassoc.wordpress.com/> 
[cid:image002.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://facebook.com/StatesideAssociates>  
[cid:image003.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://twitter.com/#!/Statesideassoc>  
[cid:image004.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.linkedin.com/company/stateside-associates>
P Please conserve.  Don't print this e-mail unless needed.

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:41 AM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Melissa,

Our office received a message about your inquiry on Gov. Fallin’s position on the federal health care
bill.  Please find below a response to your question.  Thanks.

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the bulk
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that many
aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by
the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the
law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential
nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.

However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin believes it
is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the
future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a
decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.

______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov<mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov>
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468

Find Gov. Fallin on:

[cid:image005.jpg@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0]<http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin> 
[cid:image006.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin> 
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[cid:image007.jpg@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin>

On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov<www.ok.gov/governor>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2012 2:02:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image006.png

Melissa,

 

1 – The governor and staff are holding internal meetings on the issue.

2 – The governor’s office has not placed a timeline on reaching a decision; the governor

continues to thoroughly review the state’s options with the goal of finding a solution that

best meets the needs of Oklahoma.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill
 
Thank you for this information.  Is there a link to this press release somewhere online?  I would like
to have the link saved if it is available. 
 
Also, I have a few follow up questions. (1) Are any state agencies holding public meetings to
determine, as it says below “how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its
citizens.”   If the Governor or state agencies are holding only internal meetings, please let me know
and I will make note.    I will expect more information will be available soon.  (2) A decision from the

states on essential health benefits is required by November 16th, so will there be an announcement
about those or a discussion about those in the next few months?  Someone indicated that the
Governor is waiting until after the elections in November to make any decisions, but since the
essential health benefits are due in November to CMS as well, we want to find out what the state is
doing to address that topic.
 
I appreciate your help and your time.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Patra Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
(703) 525-7466 ext 237
Follow Us:
 

        

P Please conserve.  Don't print this e-mail unless needed.
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From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:41 AM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill
 
Melissa,
 
Our office received a message about your inquiry on Gov. Fallin’s position on the federal
health care bill.  Please find below a response to your question.  Thanks.
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and
unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant
Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against
the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general
as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and will actively campaign
for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to
overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor
Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of
Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health
insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right
decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet
the health care needs of its citizens.

 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 1:58:00 PM

Yes, the hold applies to Medicaid expansion as well.

-----Original Message-----
From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 1:56 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

I am sorry. I should have also asked if this also applies to the Medicaid expansion issue?  If not, who
can I contact about the state's plans regarding Medicaid expansion? 

Thank you,

Melissa Patra Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
(703) 525-7466 ext 237
Follow Us:

      
 Please conserve.  Don't print this e-mail unless needed.

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 4:26 PM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

No change.  FYI, the governor has stated she will not make a decision until after November.  Here is our
statement.

"Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act, Governor Fallin will not
make any announcements or endorse any course of action regarding a health insurance exchange until
after the November election. In the meantime, she and her staff will thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma's options regarding a potential exchange."

Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 12:31 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Good afternoon Aaron.  I am doing my monthly check on the health reform issues and I wanted to just
send you a quick email to see if anything has changed.  I am working from home today so if there is
anything of interest I can call you tomorrow.  Otherwise just email me back with the status.

Sincerely,
Melissa Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
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________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper [Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Not much has changed.  Still no public meetings planned.

Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Good morning Aaron,

I am just checking in again with you to find out if there have been any changes or movement on Health
Reform Implementation.  Since there are deadlines coming up this fall, I will probably check in with you
once a month to make sure nothing is occurring or going to occur.  Our main focus is finding out about
any public meetings that will take place.  If anything like that is scheduled or anticipated at some point
please feel free to email me and let me know. I believe once a once a month is a reasonable amount of
time to check in with you, but because of the deadlines I don't want to miss something that may just
suddenly pop up.  If you feel that I should contact you more often to check on the status please let me
know. I do not have any other contacts at state agencies so the Governor's Office is my only source for
information and status on this processI appreciate your help and your time.

Sincerely,
Melissa
________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper [Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:02 PM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Melissa,

1 - The governor and staff are holding internal meetings on the issue.
2 - The governor's office has not placed a timeline on reaching a decision; the governor continues to
thoroughly review the state's options with the goal of finding a solution that best meets the needs of
Oklahoma.

Thanks.

From: Martin, Melissa P. [mailto:mpf@stateside.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] RE: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Thank you for this information.  Is there a link to this press release somewhere online?  I would like to
have the link saved if it is available.

Also, I have a few follow up questions. (1) Are any state agencies holding public meetings to determine,
as it says below "how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens."   If
the Governor or state agencies are holding only internal meetings, please let me know and I will make
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note.    I will expect more information will be available soon.  (2) A decision from the states on essential
health benefits is required by November 16th, so will there be an announcement about those or a
discussion about those in the next few months?  Someone indicated that the Governor is waiting until
after the elections in November to make any decisions, but since the essential health benefits are due in
November to CMS as well, we want to find out what the state is doing to address that topic.

I appreciate your help and your time.

Sincerely,

Melissa Patra Martin
Stateside Associates
Senior Regulatory Counsel
(703) 525-7466 ext 237
Follow Us:

[cid:image001.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0]<http://statesideassoc.wordpress.com/> 
[cid:image002.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://facebook.com/StatesideAssociates>  
[cid:image003.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://twitter.com/#!/Statesideassoc>  
[cid:image004.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.linkedin.com/company/stateside-associates>
P Please conserve.  Don't print this e-mail unless needed.

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:41 AM
To: Martin, Melissa P.
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Gov. Fallin on federal health care bill

Melissa,

Our office received a message about your inquiry on Gov. Fallin's position on the federal health care
bill.  Please find below a response to your question.  Thanks.

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court's decision to uphold the bulk
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that many
aspects of the bill - including the individual mandate - grant Congress power that was not intended by
the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma's attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the
law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential
nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.

However, in light of the Supreme Court's decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin believes it
is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma's options regarding the
future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a
decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.

______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov<mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov>
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468

Find Gov. Fallin on:

[cid:image005.jpg@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0]<http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin> 
[cid:image006.png@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin> 
[cid:image007.jpg@01CD65B7.12ACFDC0] <http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin>
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On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov<www.ok.gov/governor>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Adam Wren
Cc: Woods, Steve; Jerrod Shouse
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on Red Tape
Date: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 8:57:00 AM

Adam,

 

I’ve been out sick until today.  Is your deadline still 5pm today?  If so, I can try and get this information

for you.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 10:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Woods, Steve; Jerrod Shouse
Subject: FW: Gov. Fallin on Red Tape
 
Aaron,

I’m following up on our exchange in October regarding an interview with Gov. Fallin on her efforts to
reduce red tape for business owners. I’m working against a 5 pm deadline tomorrow. Do you think
you could help me get answers to these questions by then?

1. Improving your state’s regulatory environment was one of the key initiatives you mentioned
in your inaugural address. What actions have you taken since then to reduce red tape for
small business owners?

2. Why do you think it’s important to revamp your state’s regulatory structure?
3. What results do you expect to see given the reforms you’re pursuing on the regulatory front?
4. What remains on your legislative wish list for this next session when it comes to regulatory

reform?

Thanks,

Adam

Adam Wren
Writer
NFIB’s MyBusiness Magazine
Imagination
www.imaginepub.com

cell 317.966.8053
tel. 312.887.1000 x 137
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------ Forwarded Message
From: "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG>
Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2011 15:05:08 -0500
To: Adam Wren <awren@imaginepub.com>
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Adam
 
The interview with gov. fallin went well.  I mentioned the story to her press secretary and he said
she would cooperate. His name is aaron Cooper   405-521-2342.  Aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Woods, Steve
Cc: Clough, David
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Steve,

We’re thumbs up for the story, to run in the front of the magazine. What should be my next step to
get those quotes? David, do you have any suggestions, or can you help me connect with the
governor’s office?

Thanks,

Adam

On 9/14/11 9:09 AM, "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> wrote:
Adam
 
I just attended a republican governors assn.. meeting in philly where gov. la page of maine talked
about his initiative to do 25 regulatory audits of different type businesses in maine and follow-up
with reviews of their most burdensome regs.  I am sure we could get  him to give a quote or two if
you do a story on this.
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2011 4:37 PM
To: Selvy, Gary; Woods, Steve
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Thanks!

On 9/8/11 11:47 AM, "Selvy, Gary" <Gary.Selvy@nfib.org> wrote:
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Adam, one possible story could be from Georgia regarding economic development through regulatory reform.

Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp (an NFIB member http://specialtystonesupply.com/Home_Page.html

 ) has initiated a program aimed at assessing and cutting the regulatory burden on small business

http://www.sos.ga.gov/cuttheredtape/. Kyle Jackson our state director in Georgia says that Brian would

be happy to talk directly to you regarding this effort (work through Kyle).

 

Hope this helps

  

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary; awren@imaginepub.com
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Ok.  Had the meeting today. They will do a story on the health exchanges.  Also, we agreed to
consider doing a story on what states are doing to reduce regulations on small business.  Adam wren
did such a great job on the economic development story last month he will get another chance with
this one.  Any states come to mind that he could highlight in the story.  We can try to tie this into the
sensible regs coalition.  Looking for ideas.  thanks.
 

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 2:23 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: need some story ideas

 
Have the my business editorial meeting tomorrow.  I need some state story ideas.  I think we have
just about killed the topics of unemployment insurance, public pension  reform, and state budgets.  I
have a few ideas that I think might make for interesting stories but haven’t quite figured out the
story-line.
 
1.      Immigration reform --- lots of bills passed this year.  Mostly in the south and most had to do
with e-verify. Could do a story contrasting the conservative vs. progressive states (Maryland and
California passed DREAM act lite bills).  

2.      Paycheck protection --- look at the states that have passed laws or did it by executive order and
how it has impacted union contributions and subsequently election results.

3.      Health insurance exchanges --- just do an update on the states dilemma whether to start
exchanges or wait for the supreme court decision, and what small business is looking for in the
exchanges.             
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4.      Minimum wage I told you so story.  How the unemployment rate for teenagers and young
adults has increased significantly, interview businesses that say how they won’t hire because the
young, inexperienced employee does not increase sales or add value to bottom-line

5.      Regulatory reform efforts --- followup to last months story on new govs and their privatized
economic development agencies with what they are doing to reduce regulations.  Good lead in to
our sensible regulations coalition work

6.      Tort reform --- highlight victories in 2011, new areas of tort cases like trespassers liability, ADA
suits, consumer fraud cases\

7.      Amazon issue --- not sure we can write this without a position or a bias but it would make for
an interesting story, with the texas and Tennessee promises, and the California effort to attach
nexus to the kindle subsidiary and subsequent amazon threat to bring a referendum

Help me out guys.  Thanks.
Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and
deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
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agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

------ End of Forwarded Message
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Adam Wren
Cc: Woods, Steve; Jerrod Shouse
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin on Red Tape
Date: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 10:55:00 AM

Adam,

 

Here are responses to your questions.  Thanks for the inquiry, sorry it took so long to get back to you.

 

 

1.     During my first legislative session as governor, we saw many pro-business reforms signed into

law all aimed at lowering the cost of doing business in Oklahoma including workers’

compensation reform, lawsuit reform, and various government modernizations to cut red tape

and make state government more “customer friendly” toward small businesses and the

taxpayer.

2.     My number one priority as governor is to focus on jobs and the economy so that we can get

Oklahoma moving forward.  To do so we must focus on creating the very best business

environment possible in our state in order to create and retain jobs, and attract more

investment to our state.

3.     We’re already seeing workers’ comp rates lowered for many Oklahoma businesses, and we

expect businesses, especially in the medical field, to reap the benefits of lower business costs

due to our comprehensive lawsuit reform.  Additionally, through the creation of a “one-stop

shop” for business licensing, we hope to provide a central location that will make it easier for

small business owners to get the necessary permits and documents.

4.     There is always more that can be done to make Oklahoma more business friendly.  The attitude

that I bring to the governor’s office is that we should always examine ways we can do things

more efficiently and in a more cost-effective manner.

 

 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 10:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Woods, Steve; Jerrod Shouse
Subject: FW: Gov. Fallin on Red Tape
 
Aaron,

I’m following up on our exchange in October regarding an interview with Gov. Fallin on her efforts to
reduce red tape for business owners. I’m working against a 5 pm deadline tomorrow. Do you think
you could help me get answers to these questions by then?

1. Improving your state’s regulatory environment was one of the key initiatives you mentioned
in your inaugural address. What actions have you taken since then to reduce red tape for
small business owners?

2. Why do you think it’s important to revamp your state’s regulatory structure?
3. What results do you expect to see given the reforms you’re pursuing on the regulatory front?
4. What remains on your legislative wish list for this next session when it comes to regulatory

reform?

Thanks,
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Adam

Adam Wren
Writer
NFIB’s MyBusiness Magazine
Imagination
www.imaginepub.com

cell 317.966.8053
tel. 312.887.1000 x 137

------ Forwarded Message
From: "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG>
Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2011 15:05:08 -0500
To: Adam Wren <awren@imaginepub.com>
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Adam
 
The interview with gov. fallin went well.  I mentioned the story to her press secretary and he said
she would cooperate. His name is aaron Cooper   405-521-2342.  Aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Woods, Steve
Cc: Clough, David
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Steve,

We’re thumbs up for the story, to run in the front of the magazine. What should be my next step to
get those quotes? David, do you have any suggestions, or can you help me connect with the
governor’s office?

Thanks,

Adam

On 9/14/11 9:09 AM, "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> wrote:
Adam
 
I just attended a republican governors assn.. meeting in philly where gov. la page of maine talked
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about his initiative to do 25 regulatory audits of different type businesses in maine and follow-up
with reviews of their most burdensome regs.  I am sure we could get  him to give a quote or two if
you do a story on this.
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2011 4:37 PM
To: Selvy, Gary; Woods, Steve
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Thanks!

On 9/8/11 11:47 AM, "Selvy, Gary" <Gary.Selvy@nfib.org> wrote:
Adam, one possible story could be from Georgia regarding economic development through regulatory reform.

Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp (an NFIB member http://specialtystonesupply.com/Home_Page.html

 ) has initiated a program aimed at assessing and cutting the regulatory burden on small business

http://www.sos.ga.gov/cuttheredtape/. Kyle Jackson our state director in Georgia says that Brian would

be happy to talk directly to you regarding this effort (work through Kyle).

 

Hope this helps

  

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary; awren@imaginepub.com
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Ok.  Had the meeting today. They will do a story on the health exchanges.  Also, we agreed to
consider doing a story on what states are doing to reduce regulations on small business.  Adam wren
did such a great job on the economic development story last month he will get another chance with
this one.  Any states come to mind that he could highlight in the story.  We can try to tie this into the
sensible regs coalition.  Looking for ideas.  thanks.
 

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 2:23 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: need some story ideas

 
Have the my business editorial meeting tomorrow.  I need some state story ideas.  I think we have
just about killed the topics of unemployment insurance, public pension  reform, and state budgets.  I
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have a few ideas that I think might make for interesting stories but haven’t quite figured out the
story-line.
 
1.      Immigration reform --- lots of bills passed this year.  Mostly in the south and most had to do
with e-verify. Could do a story contrasting the conservative vs. progressive states (Maryland and
California passed DREAM act lite bills).  

2.      Paycheck protection --- look at the states that have passed laws or did it by executive order and
how it has impacted union contributions and subsequently election results.

3.      Health insurance exchanges --- just do an update on the states dilemma whether to start
exchanges or wait for the supreme court decision, and what small business is looking for in the
exchanges.             

4.      Minimum wage I told you so story.  How the unemployment rate for teenagers and young
adults has increased significantly, interview businesses that say how they won’t hire because the
young, inexperienced employee does not increase sales or add value to bottom-line

5.      Regulatory reform efforts --- followup to last months story on new govs and their privatized
economic development agencies with what they are doing to reduce regulations.  Good lead in to
our sensible regulations coalition work

6.      Tort reform --- highlight victories in 2011, new areas of tort cases like trespassers liability, ADA
suits, consumer fraud cases\

7.      Amazon issue --- not sure we can write this without a position or a bias but it would make for
an interesting story, with the texas and Tennessee promises, and the California effort to attach
nexus to the kindle subsidiary and subsequent amazon threat to bring a referendum

Help me out guys.  Thanks.
Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and
deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice
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  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

------ End of Forwarded Message
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Rachana Dixit
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:59:00 PM

Rachana,
 
Actually, the Legislature didn’t act on the health insurance exchange bill so there will be no
governing board appointments to make.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
 
Hi Aaron - this is Rachana Dixit from Inside Health Policy. I wanted to check in with you to get any
updates about the health information network that Oklahoma is establishing? Has the bill been acted
upon by the legislature and have any appointments been made?

Thank you,

Rachana Dixit
Associate Editor
Inside Health Reform
703-416-8577
InsideHealthReform.com

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
To: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com]
Sent: Thu, 14 Apr 2011 17:45:50 -0400
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant

Today’s announcement concerned legislative language that establishes the governor board.  There
have been no appointments made as the bill has not been acted upon by the legislature.
 
 

From: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 4:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
 
Hi Aaron, my name is Rachana Dixit and I am a reporter for Inside Health Policy in Washington, DC. I'm
wondering if you could tell me who the individuals are that will be sitting on the governing board of the
health information network? Names and affiliations?

Thank you,

Rachana Dixit
Associate Editor
Inside CMS
703-416-8577
InsideHealthPolicy.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Rachana Dixit
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 4:45:00 PM

Today’s announcement concerned legislative language that establishes the governor board.  There
have been no appointments made as the bill has not been acted upon by the legislature.
 
 

From: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 4:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
 
Hi Aaron, my name is Rachana Dixit and I am a reporter for Inside Health Policy in Washington, DC. I'm
wondering if you could tell me who the individuals are that will be sitting on the governing board of the
health information network? Names and affiliations?

Thank you,

Rachana Dixit
Associate Editor
Inside CMS
703-416-8577
InsideHealthPolicy.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Rachana Dixit
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 4:12:00 PM

May 27, 2011.
 

From: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
 
just so I know, when did the legislature adjourn?

Rachana Dixit
Associate Editor
Inside Health Reform
703-416-8577
InsideHealthReform.com

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
To: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com]
Sent: Tue, 09 Aug 2011 16:59:27 -0400
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant

Rachana,
 
Actually, the Legislature didn’t act on the health insurance exchange bill so there will be no
governing board appointments to make.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
 
Hi Aaron - this is Rachana Dixit from Inside Health Policy. I wanted to check in with you to get any
updates about the health information network that Oklahoma is establishing? Has the bill been acted
upon by the legislature and have any appointments been made?

Thank you,

Rachana Dixit
Associate Editor
Inside Health Reform
703-416-8577
InsideHealthReform.com

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov]
To: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com]
Sent: Thu, 14 Apr 2011 17:45:50 -0400
Subject: RE: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant

Today’s announcement concerned legislative language that establishes the governor board.  There
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have been no appointments made as the bill has not been acted upon by the legislature.
 
 

From: Rachana Dixit [mailto:rdixit@iwpnews.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 4:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: gov. fallin returns early innovator exchange grant
 
Hi Aaron, my name is Rachana Dixit and I am a reporter for Inside Health Policy in Washington, DC. I'm
wondering if you could tell me who the individuals are that will be sitting on the governing board of the
health information network? Names and affiliations?

Thank you,

Rachana Dixit
Associate Editor
Inside CMS
703-416-8577
InsideHealthPolicy.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Moore, Nancy
Subject: RE: Gov. Fallin"s plans for addressing Affordable Care Act requirements
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:37:00 AM

Governor Fallin does not plan on calling a special session.
 
The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to the
creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to comment
further until that review is completed.
 
 

From: Moore, Nancy [mailto:nmoore@bna.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:34 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Gov. Fallin's plans for addressing Affordable Care Act requirements
 
I am doing a story for BNA’s Health Care Daily Report on the next steps on implementation
of the Affordable Care Act. I know that the Oklahoma Legislature did not pass any legislation
implementing the health care exchanges.
 
Will Gov. Fallin call a special session to address this? If not, are there steps she can take
without legislative action to put the exchange in place?
 
I am on deadline this morning.
 
Thank you.
 
Nancy Moore
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Nancy J. Moore
Staff Correspondent

 

BNA
 
Direct 512-448-3803

Mobile 202-680-4702

nmoore@bna.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "KCampbell@mittromney.com"
Subject: Re: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:51:03 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Excellent, thx 
 
From: Kristy Campbell [mailto:KCampbell@mittromney.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: FW: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT" 
 
FYI
 

From: Romney Press Shop 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:36 PM
Subject: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
 
 

 

GOV. MARY FALLIN: “AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE
NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT”

 
“You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering under this

president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to
record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by

$4,000. That’s not good news for American families. And American families
have not thrived under this president.” –Gov. Mary Fallin

 
America’s Newsroom
FOX News
September 5, 2012
 
Click Here To Watch Gov. Mary Fallin
 
GOV. MARY FALLIN: “I think they're not talking about the issues that are very important

to mothers, to women in general. You know, I and my husband have six children between

the two of us. We’re concerned about will our children be able to find a job when they get

out of college? Will our children be left with mountains of debt from college loans? Will

they be left with mountains of debt from Obamacare which is going to be a huge drag

upon our national economy? $16 trillion of debt in our economy of 23 million Americans

that are unemployed. You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering

under this president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to

record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by $4,000.
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That’s not good news for American families. And American families have not thrived under

this president.”

 

 
###
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:25:40 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Ok, thanks. 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT" 
 
Steve advises us not to use this on official channels since in this capacity she’s a

spokesman for their campaign at the DNC (since they are paying for the trip).

 

I will send the video to TH.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:51 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT"
 
If we can get the video lets send out our own icymi 
 
From: Kristy Campbell [mailto:KCampbell@mittromney.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: FW: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT" 
 
FYI
 

From: Romney Press Shop 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:36 PM
Subject: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
 
 

 

GOV. MARY FALLIN: “AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE
NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT”

 
“You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering under this
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president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to
record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by

$4,000. That’s not good news for American families. And American families
have not thrived under this president.” –Gov. Mary Fallin

 
America’s Newsroom
FOX News
September 5, 2012
 
Click Here To Watch Gov. Mary Fallin
 
GOV. MARY FALLIN: “I think they're not talking about the issues that are very important

to mothers, to women in general. You know, I and my husband have six children between

the two of us. We’re concerned about will our children be able to find a job when they get

out of college? Will our children be left with mountains of debt from college loans? Will

they be left with mountains of debt from Obamacare which is going to be a huge drag

upon our national economy? $16 trillion of debt in our economy of 23 million Americans

that are unemployed. You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering

under this president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to

record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by $4,000.

That’s not good news for American families. And American families have not thrived under

this president.”

 

 
###
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:23:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Steve advises us not to use this on official channels since in this capacity she’s a

spokesman for their campaign at the DNC (since they are paying for the trip).

 

I will send the video to TH.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:51 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT"
 
If we can get the video lets send out our own icymi 
 
From: Kristy Campbell [mailto:KCampbell@mittromney.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: FW: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT" 
 
FYI
 

From: Romney Press Shop 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:36 PM
Subject: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
 
 

 

GOV. MARY FALLIN: “AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE
NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT”

 
“You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering under this

president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to
record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by

$4,000. That’s not good news for American families. And American families
have not thrived under this president.” –Gov. Mary Fallin

 
America’s Newsroom
FOX News
September 5, 2012
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Click Here To Watch Gov. Mary Fallin
 
GOV. MARY FALLIN: “I think they're not talking about the issues that are very important

to mothers, to women in general. You know, I and my husband have six children between

the two of us. We’re concerned about will our children be able to find a job when they get

out of college? Will our children be left with mountains of debt from college loans? Will

they be left with mountains of debt from Obamacare which is going to be a huge drag

upon our national economy? $16 trillion of debt in our economy of 23 million Americans

that are unemployed. You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering

under this president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to

record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by $4,000.

That’s not good news for American families. And American families have not thrived under

this president.”

 

 
###
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From: Alex Weintz
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:24:00 PM

She does not anticipate calling a special session
 
The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to the
creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to comment further
until that review is completed.
 
 

From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction
 
Sorry to bug you again but is the Governor ruling out creating Oklahoma’s own health insurance
exchange. From what I’m reading, there is a deadline in September for submitting a blue print or
else have a federal default program enacted. It sounds like the legislature would have to pass a law
creating that before then and without a special session, I’m not sure how that would happen. Does
Governor Fallin have a response to that?
 
I just wanted to double check on this since she told us this morning she does not anticipate calling a
special session.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 11:17 AM
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: Re: Gov. Reaction
 
Sorry - glad it worked out 
 
From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:37 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction 
 
We will head that way now. Is it at the Capitol? My assignment editors apparently have no
information on where to send me.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:34 AM
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: Re: Gov. Reaction
 
Are u guys at our unmanned aerial vehicles press conference right now? U can catch her there now
or at 3 pm 
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From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Gov. Reaction 
 
Hey Alex,
 
I know you told our assignment desk the Governor would be available around 3pm today. Is there
any chance she might be addressing media before then? I’m working the story today and obviously
3pm is pushing our deadline.
 
Thanks,
 
Chris McKinnon
Reporter, News 9
(405) 226-9819
chris.mckinnon@news9.net
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From: Alex Weintz
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:29:00 PM

No problem
 

From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction
 
Thanks Alex, I appreciate all the help today.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:25 PM
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction
 
She does not anticipate calling a special session
 
The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to the
creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to comment further
until that review is completed.
 
 

From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction
 
Sorry to bug you again but is the Governor ruling out creating Oklahoma’s own health insurance
exchange. From what I’m reading, there is a deadline in September for submitting a blue print or
else have a federal default program enacted. It sounds like the legislature would have to pass a law
creating that before then and without a special session, I’m not sure how that would happen. Does
Governor Fallin have a response to that?
 
I just wanted to double check on this since she told us this morning she does not anticipate calling a
special session.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 11:17 AM
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: Re: Gov. Reaction
 
Sorry - glad it worked out 
 
From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:37 AM
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To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Gov. Reaction 
 
We will head that way now. Is it at the Capitol? My assignment editors apparently have no
information on where to send me.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:34 AM
To: McKinnon, Chris
Subject: Re: Gov. Reaction
 
Are u guys at our unmanned aerial vehicles press conference right now? U can catch her there now
or at 3 pm 
 
From: McKinnon, Chris [mailto:chris.mckinnon@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Gov. Reaction 
 
Hey Alex,
 
I know you told our assignment desk the Governor would be available around 3pm today. Is there
any chance she might be addressing media before then? I’m working the story today and obviously
3pm is pushing our deadline.
 
Thanks,
 
Chris McKinnon
Reporter, News 9
(405) 226-9819
chris.mckinnon@news9.net
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: RE: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States" Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:06:00 PM

So we are one of the fiscally unsound states, for anyone who doesn’t want to read the article. Sounds like it’s a good
time to pursue pension reform.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:49 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Fwd: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States' Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: GOVERNING <newsletters@governing.com>
Date: November 29, 2012 3:18:16 PM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States' Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
Reply-To: e.Republic <marketing@erepublic.com>

Welcome to GOVERNING Data, our newest monthly
newsletter with the latest data releases, analysis and
graphics. This is the second of three preview
editions.

Confirm your free subscription here to continue to
receive the monthly newsletter.

Report: 21 States’ Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound  

State pension systems suffered a significant blow during the

recession, but it didn’t hit all  systems equally; some fared much

worse than others. A study by investment research firm

Morningstar, Inc., published earlier this week assesses the financial

health of each state system, highlighting a wide disparity in the

actuarial adequacy of funding levels.

An alarming number of funds face a steep uphill  climb in fully

funding their plans. The report found 21 states’ aggregate funded

ratios fell below 70 percent, which Morningstar considers the

threshold for “fiscally sound” systems. Illinois (43.4 percent),

Kentucky (50.5 percent) and Connecticut (53.4 percent) registered

the lowest funding levels of all funds examined.

Morningstar also appraised states’ fiscal health by calculating the

unfunded actuarial accrued liability per capita, approximating the

amount for which taxpayers would be on the hook if each had to

ante up to make the systems whole. By this measure, Alaska tops

all other states with an unfunded liability of $10,235 per resident for

Sponsor: GOVERNING

FEATURED DATA SETS

Economy and Finance
Most states won't be seeing much additional tax

revenue from Black Friday sales. View use tax

collections for each state.

Public Workforce and Salaries
Track monthly changes in state and local

government employment with our chart of Labor

Department data.

Transportation 

Our interactive map shows changes in bicycle

commuting for more than 400 communities.
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its plans, followed by Illinois and Hawaii.

Other states have managed to largely shore up their funds. Eight

states recorded unfunded liabilities of less than $1,000 per capita,

while seven systems’ aggregate funding ratios exceeded 90

percent. The report lauded Wisconsin – with a 99.8 percent funded

ratio for its system -- as the nation’s strongest.

Read full story and view data for each state

Analysis: Redistricting Mostly Protected
Incumbents in Congressional Races
The 2012 elections – the first since redistricting – saw few

competitive House races in a year when the nation remained mostly

evenly split. Some incumbents benefited from high name

recognition and weak challengers. Others, though, had the scales

tipped in their favor when party officials drew new Congressional

maps intended to limit their vulnerability.

Only 64 of the 435 House races were decided within a 10

percentage-point margin, according to a Governing review of

elections data. Of all incumbents vying to retain their seats in the

general election, just 21 had been defeated as of Tuesday. In 2010,

79 House races had margins of victory less than 10 percent and 54

incumbents lost.

Read more and view partisan composition of states' members

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsor: IBM

Overcoming Challenges of Asset Management Amid
Declining Federal Budgets

Modern asset management solutions are often no longer

included in large program budgets and logistics

professionals and engineers at federal agencies are

being tasked to do more with less and extend the service

life of existing assets. Without the ability to piggy-back

modern asset management solutionson to large program

budgets, agencies must find other ways to modernize

their asset management solutions. Learn more.

OTHER HEADLINES
2012 Elections Leave Few State Legislatures with Split Control

Personal Incomes Rise in All Metro Areas, Most Counties

Unemployment Rates Drop in 37 States

Jobs Report: Public Sector Employment Drops Slightly After

Rebound

MAP OF THE MONTH: Personal Income Per Capita

 

Personal incomes rose in nearly all counties, but Great Plains

states registered the largest jumps in yearly per capita rates,

according to data released this week by the U.S. Bureau of

Education
View education levels for metro areas, as

estimated by the Census Bureau.

Health
Our map shows how far along states are in

establishing health insurance exchanges.

Census
Where do baby boomers live? View our

interactive map of boomers across the U.S..

Politics
How gerrymandered is your state or

congressional district? View our maps and data.

Safety and Justice
Eighteen states now have laws legalizing

marijuana in some form.

Environment
View top nuclear-producing states and countries.

UPCOMING RELEASES
 

Dec. 4: 2011 Annual Survey of State Government

Finances (Census)

Dec. 6: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

5-Year Estimates (Census)

Dec. 7: Monthly Jobs Report (BLS)

Dec. 18: Work Experience of Population (BLS)

Dec. 19: State Quarterly Personal Income, 1st

quarter, 2012-3rd quarter 2012 (BEA)

Dec. 21: Monthly Regional and State

Employment, Unemployment (BLS)

Dec. 27: Updated National and State Population

Estimates (Census)

DAILY DIGIT

6,968

Illinois has 6,968 units of local government, the

most of any state, followed by Pennsylvania and

Texas. View detailed totals for each state from the

2012 Census of Governments.

More Digits
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Economic Analysis. View a map with current and historical data for

each county.

MORE DATA: View a complete list of new databases, maps,

visualizations and other tools on the GOVERNING DATA

homepage.

Find an interesting data set or have a good idea for a story?

Contact GOVERNING Data Editor Mike Maciag:

mmaciag@governing.com

This email was sent to: denise.northrup@gov.ok.gov.
Unsubscribe | Opt out of all  e.Republic email | Privacy Statement

© e.Republic.  All  rights reserved. 100 Blue Ravine Road, Folsom, CA 95630. Phone: 916-932-1300
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Governor Fallin Letter to Lawmakers in Support of HB 2130, Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:00:00 PM

Did you send to House/Senate members?  Want to make sure I don’t double up on your e-mail. 
Thanks.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 3:55 PM
Subject: Governor Fallin Letter to Lawmakers in Support of HB 2130, Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange
Importance: High
 
The letter (attached and in text below) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
 
Dear Lawmaker,

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year
anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.

One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
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creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.

Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on a proposal introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by
public debt for many years to come.

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB
2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Ouzts, Pamela
Subject: RE: Governor Fallin
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 4:08:00 PM

Many thanks for checking.
 

From: Ouzts, Pamela [mailto:Pamela.Ouzts@Heritage.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 12:38 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor Fallin
 
Andrew, I’ve checked with several departments here at Heritage, and unfortunately we do not have
any research in this area. Wish we could have helped. Best, Pam
 

Pam Ouzts
Executive Assistant
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6166
heritage.org 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 10:19 AM
To: Ouzts, Pamela
Subject: Governor Fallin
 
Hi Pam,
 
Many thanks for taking the time to speak with me.  As Heritage knows, the Governor is looking to
implement a Health Insurance Exchange in the state of Oklahoma in order to prevent a federal
exchange from being developed in the state; however, we are looking for other past examples (not
necessarily relating to healthcare) we can reference when the federal government has come into a
state and either taken over a program or implemented new policy within a state based on federal
law.  I thought Heritage might be a helpful resource as we conduct this research.  Any information
you can provide us with would be most helpful as we move forward.  Please let me know if you have
any questions.
 
Many thanks,
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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Need to understand Washington's budget battles?
Seeing the budget in pictures reveals what the numbers
mean.
Check out Budget Chart Book 2011: Preview Edition  today!

The Heritage Foundation is  committed to building an America where freedom, opportunity, prosperity, and civil  society flourish.
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From: Ouzts, Pamela
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor Fallin
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 12:38:47 PM

Andrew, I’ve checked with several departments here at Heritage, and unfortunately we do not have
any research in this area. Wish we could have helped. Best, Pam
 

Pam Ouzts
Executive Assistant
The Heritage Foundation
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-608-6166
heritage.org 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 10:19 AM
To: Ouzts, Pamela
Subject: Governor Fallin
 
Hi Pam,
 
Many thanks for taking the time to speak with me.  As Heritage knows, the Governor is looking to
implement a Health Insurance Exchange in the state of Oklahoma in order to prevent a federal
exchange from being developed in the state; however, we are looking for other past examples (not
necessarily relating to healthcare) we can reference when the federal government has come into a
state and either taken over a program or implemented new policy within a state based on federal
law.  I thought Heritage might be a helpful resource as we conduct this research.  Any information
you can provide us with would be most helpful as we move forward.  Please let me know if you have
any questions.
 
Many thanks,
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 

 Need to understand Washington's budget battles?
Seeing the budget in pictures reveals what the numbers
mean.
Check out Budget Chart Book 2011: Preview Edition  today!

The Heritage Foundation is committed to building an America where freedom, opportunity, prosperity, and civil society flourish.
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From: Craig Jones
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 11:43:26 AM

Katie…sorry, I’ve been traveling.  Here’s my feedback in red below.  Am happy to supply at
your request summary information regarding our provider fee proposal.  This Friday
completes five regional meetings we’ve had across the state (last month and this month)
held with hospital executives and their state legislators.  Have had very good discussions,
along with those of House and Senate leadership.

Thanks!  /Craig

Craig W. Jones, FACHE
President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
(405-427-9537)  Fax (405-424-4507)

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 2:06 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Importance: High

Please join us for the next meeting of Governor-elect Mary Fallin’s Health Transition Working Group.

Date: Wednesday, January 12th

Time: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Dial-in Number:  

Participant Access Code: 

In order to facilitate our discussion please reply to us with your top 3-5 policy priorities prior to the

meeting if you have not already.

Please note as of Monday, January 10 we will have new contact information and will distribute that to

you as soon as possible.

Health Transition Working Group
Meeting Notes: December 21, 2010

· Need to provide physicians to underserved – specifically in rural areas where major shortages
and funding barriers exist  #2 (relates to others below)

· Smokeless Tobacco Tax

· Medical education funding to keep and create residencies in Oklahoma
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·         “Physician Manpower Training Commission”

·         200 D.O. slots, only graduating 100 in family care, general practice, OBGYN – not enough
specialist slots

·         $8m funds 100 positions – takes 3 years to develop and must be self-funded for first 3 years

·         Potential provider fee proposal  #1

o    $352 million

o    Only 3 hospitals would be “losers” – 1 of the 3 not really affected

o    Specialty hospitals exempted

·         Need a strong state-based health insurance exchange that will provide a competitive, level
playing field  - #3

·         Insurance industry supports housing exchange in insurance department due to price v.
solvency conflict

 

 
 

Thank you,

 
Katie Altshuler
Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

405-521-4310

Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.4294

andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
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From: Brett Thomas
To: heartlandmech
Subject: Re: Governor"s Office Email: disband the Council
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 10:10:00 AM

Dear Sheila Briesch:
 

Thank you for your email to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health
Exchange Grant.   Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to respond. 
 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced,  insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs, and
where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is an exchange
that Governor Fallin, along with the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner, John Doak, and our
state’s legislative leadership are committed to creating.  As you may know, the idea of an
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.  In 2009, the Oklahoma Legislature
passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where
consumers could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online
location.  We now plan to build on the already authorized exchange in an effort to expand
access to quality, private health insurance for our citizens.

 
Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, and will continue to work to have it overturned. 
However, if this effort proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement the
provisions outlined in ObamaCare.  Therefore, accepting the grant funding in advance of the
2014 deadline for implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles without
interference from the federal government.
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all work
together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share
your thoughts and views with us.
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: Greetings
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 8:35:00 AM

It was me.  Here is what I sent you to review:

 

“In his book Eliminate Fear, Embrace Success!, Kevin Khoury offers insight and lessons

on how each of us by chasing after our dreams and overcoming our failures can reach our

full potential and find success in life.”

 

 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 9:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Greetings
 
Didi ask you to work on this? Can't remember who I assigned it too.

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kevin Khoury (gmail)" 
Date: July 25, 2012 9:02:33 PM CDT
To: Mary Fallin <
Subject: Greetings

Mary,
 
If it is alright with you, as soon as I have printed my two books ie. Eliminate
Fear, Embrace Success (in which you are writing a short Blurb ) 
and Obamacare, The Cure, The antidote to our Healthcare Dilemma, I would
like to leave copies for you at the Capital. Thank you once again for graciously
writing a few choice words regarding my Eliminate Fear, Embrace Success
Book.  I am looking forward to seeing your words.
 
You are truly a God send. In His Grips, Kevin
 
PS: Would truly love to have a Lebanese Cuisine delivery come your way. As
Dr. Oz even stated that the Mediterranean Dishes are extremely healthy.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "maryfallin
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:44:04 PM

Ok we can go over that in the car 
 
From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 08:38 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight 
 
I don't know the printed info below

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 8:36 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Gov im here now ... Do you have those talking points? Otherwise i can print them out
from my office 
 
From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 07:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight 
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 5:38 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

The following is an important point for tonight’s interview and moving
forward that I was not 100 percent clear on until now:
Additional Medicaid expenses to the state of Oklahoma with a full
Medicaid expansion as outlined under ObamaCare will be $475 million
between now and 2020.
However, additional Medicaid costs to the state will STILL be $254 million
even WITHOUT the Medicaid expansion. This is because people who are
currently eligible for Medicaid but not enrolled are going to be pushed
towards enrollment by the individual mandate aka tax under ObamaCare.
This is important for two reasons.
From a messaging standpoint, it means that we are NOT saving the state
$475million by not expanding Medicaid. We are saving the state about
$200 million dollars; we will still be on the hook for about $275 million.
From a practical standpoint, it means we are going to have to find more
money to fund Medicaid under ObamaCare.
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This may be repeating the obvious to everyone else, but it was not readily
apparent to me.
Governor, I have met with katie and talked to the health care authority
about this. I am happy to discuss it with you further on the way to Greta
tonight, or you can call me at 405-535-7317
 
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 4:26 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Governor, Michelle has been given your requested talking
points and background info. I’ll be at your house by 8:40 PM
tonight and will ride with you to the studio, if that’s ok.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "maryfallin
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:36:16 PM

Gov im here now ... Do you have those talking points? Otherwise i can print them out from my office

 
From: Mary Fallin [  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 07:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight 
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 5:38 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

The following is an important point for tonight’s interview and moving forward that I
was not 100 percent clear on until now:
Additional Medicaid expenses to the state of Oklahoma with a full Medicaid expansion
as outlined under ObamaCare will be $475 million between now and 2020.
However, additional Medicaid costs to the state will STILL be $254 million even
WITHOUT the Medicaid expansion. This is because people who are currently eligible
for Medicaid but not enrolled are going to be pushed towards enrollment by the
individual mandate aka tax under ObamaCare.
This is important for two reasons.
From a messaging standpoint, it means that we are NOT saving the state $475million
by not expanding Medicaid. We are saving the state about $200 million dollars; we will
still be on the hook for about $275 million.
From a practical standpoint, it means we are going to have to find more money to fund
Medicaid under ObamaCare.
This may be repeating the obvious to everyone else, but it was not readily apparent to
me.
Governor, I have met with katie and talked to the health care authority about this. I am
happy to discuss it with you further on the way to Greta tonight, or you can call me at
405-535-7317
 
 
 

From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
 
Ok
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Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 4:26 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, Michelle has been given your requested talking points and
background info. I’ll be at your house by 8:40 PM tonight and will ride
with you to the studio, if that’s ok.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "maryfallin
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:47:02 PM

I dont think thats quite it - can i come in to talk about it 
 
From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 08:44 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight 
 
So we will still have to expend 275 m because of not accepting  the Medicaid
expansion and money with it.  Whereas, we would have got 95 percent of this costs
if we decided to expand.. 
So our out of pocket expansion cost total is still 475,000 just 275,000 of that comes
out of our pocket..

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 8:36 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Gov im here now ... Do you have those talking points? Otherwise i can print them out
from my office 
 
From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 07:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight 
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 5:38 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

The following is an important point for tonight’s interview and moving
forward that I was not 100 percent clear on until now:
Additional Medicaid expenses to the state of Oklahoma with a full
Medicaid expansion as outlined under ObamaCare will be $475 million
between now and 2020.
However, additional Medicaid costs to the state will STILL be $254 million
even WITHOUT the Medicaid expansion. This is because people who are
currently eligible for Medicaid but not enrolled are going to be pushed
towards enrollment by the individual mandate aka tax under ObamaCare.
This is important for two reasons.
From a messaging standpoint, it means that we are NOT saving the state
$475million by not expanding Medicaid. We are saving the state about
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$200 million dollars; we will still be on the hook for about $275 million.
From a practical standpoint, it means we are going to have to find more
money to fund Medicaid under ObamaCare.
This may be repeating the obvious to everyone else, but it was not readily
apparent to me.
Governor, I have met with katie and talked to the health care authority
about this. I am happy to discuss it with you further on the way to Greta
tonight, or you can call me at 405-535-7317
 
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 4:26 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Governor, Michelle has been given your requested talking
points and background info. I’ll be at your house by 8:40 PM
tonight and will ride with you to the studio, if that’s ok.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Governor Fallin Press; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:37:59 PM

The following is an important point for tonight’s interview and moving forward that I was not 100
percent clear on until now:
Additional Medicaid expenses to the state of Oklahoma with a full Medicaid expansion as outlined
under ObamaCare will be $475 million between now and 2020.
However, additional Medicaid costs to the state will STILL be $254 million even WITHOUT the
Medicaid expansion. This is because people who are currently eligible for Medicaid but not enrolled
are going to be pushed towards enrollment by the individual mandate aka tax under ObamaCare.
This is important for two reasons.
From a messaging standpoint, it means that we are NOT saving the state $475million by not
expanding Medicaid. We are saving the state about $200 million dollars; we will still be on the hook
for about $275 million.
From a practical standpoint, it means we are going to have to find more money to fund Medicaid
under ObamaCare.
Governor, I have met with katie and talked to the health care authority about this. I am happy to
discuss it with you further on the way to Greta tonight, or you can call me at 405-535-7317
 
 
 

From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 4:26 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, Michelle has been given your requested talking points and background info.
I’ll be at your house by 8:40 PM tonight and will ride with you to the studio, if that’s ok.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Governor Fallin Press; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:38:00 PM

The following is an important point for tonight’s interview and moving forward that I was not 100
percent clear on until now:
Additional Medicaid expenses to the state of Oklahoma with a full Medicaid expansion as outlined
under ObamaCare will be $475 million between now and 2020.
However, additional Medicaid costs to the state will STILL be $254 million even WITHOUT the
Medicaid expansion. This is because people who are currently eligible for Medicaid but not enrolled
are going to be pushed towards enrollment by the individual mandate aka tax under ObamaCare.
This is important for two reasons.
From a messaging standpoint, it means that we are NOT saving the state $475million by not
expanding Medicaid. We are saving the state about $200 million dollars; we will still be on the hook
for about $275 million.
From a practical standpoint, it means we are going to have to find more money to fund Medicaid
under ObamaCare.
This may be repeating the obvious to everyone else, but it was not readily apparent to me.
Governor, I have met with katie and talked to the health care authority about this. I am happy to
discuss it with you further on the way to Greta tonight, or you can call me at 405-535-7317
 
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 4:26 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, Michelle has been given your requested talking points and background info.
I’ll be at your house by 8:40 PM tonight and will ride with you to the studio, if that’s ok.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Monica Houston
Cc: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Greta
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:35:00 AM

I will get details and send
 

From: Monica Houston 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:34 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: RE: Greta
 
Hi Alex,
Do you have more details on the live filming this evening with Greta? If not, will you have more
information before 2:30 pm today?
 

1.        What time does the Governor need to arrive?
2.        Segment begins at what time?
3.        Contact name and telephone?

 
Thanks!
Monica Houston
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Monica Houston; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Greta
 
Do we want to get GMF on “On the Record” with Greta at 9 PM tomorrow. Would be filmed LIVE,
remotely from a studio like the one on Hudiburg … topic would be the health insurance exchange
decision.
Would realistically be an 8:30 PM to 10:00 PM commitment because we wont know what part of the
show we’ll be on until tomorrow afternoon
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM"
Subject: Re: Greta-tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:54:53 AM

She wont need makeup 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: DelPriore, Samantha <Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
 
Hi Alex,
 
This info should be plenty-thank you for sending.  The topic will be Gov’s position on setting up the
exchanges and in the impact Medicaid expansions is having on the state of Oklahoma.  Right now
those are the topics and if something is added, we’ll be sure to let you know.
 
The studio on Hudiburg Circle is being confirmed right now and I’ll make sure you have the
confirmation.  We’ve ordered makeup for the governor-does she still want that?  If she does we’d
like her to arrive to the studio 30 minutes prior to her hit for hair/makeup.  Exact hit time TBD but
it’s looking like 10:20pm EST/ 9:20pm CST. 
 
For any last minute issues or questions contact Samantha Delpriore (cc’d). Her cell is 917.499.0471,
desk is 212.301.5360.
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
I think the statement below pretty thoroughly outlines her position on exchanges/Medicaid
expansion. Do you need more?
 
Also, will we be talking about just exchanges or exchanges and Medicaid expansion? Any other
topics we should be prepared to cover?
 
Can you confirm the studio is the one on Hudiburg Circle in OKC rub by Cox … and I assume if we
arrive 15-20 mins before the hit that will be sufficient?
 
If for any reason we have last minute issues or questions who should I call tonight?
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I will be with the gov and can be reached at: 405-535-7317
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a
State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
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“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
 
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Greta-tonight
 
Good morning, Alex
 
Is the governor set for her interview tonight with Greta in the 10pm EST/9pm CST hour? Right now
I’m looking at a 10:15pm hit with Governor Fallin and I’ll be in touch if that changes.  Would you
mind sending me statements/press releases the Governor has put out related to health care
exchanges?
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
 
Joshua McCarroll
Associate Producer, On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren
212..301.5087 (desk)
347.446.8677 (cell)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:00:00 AM

I think the statement below pretty thoroughly outlines her position on exchanges/Medicaid
expansion. Do you need more?
 
Also, will we be talking about just exchanges or exchanges and Medicaid expansion? Any other
topics we should be prepared to cover?
 
Can you confirm the studio is the one on Hudiburg Circle in OKC rub by Cox … and I assume if we
arrive 15-20 mins before the hit that will be sufficient?
 
If for any reason we have last minute issues or questions who should I call tonight?
 
I will be with the gov and can be reached at: 405-535-7317
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a
State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
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would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
 
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Greta-tonight
 
Good morning, Alex
 
Is the governor set for her interview tonight with Greta in the 10pm EST/9pm CST hour? Right now
I’m looking at a 10:15pm hit with Governor Fallin and I’ll be in touch if that changes.  Would you
mind sending me statements/press releases the Governor has put out related to health care
exchanges?
 
Thank you!
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Joshua
 
Joshua McCarroll
Associate Producer, On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren
212..301.5087 (desk)
347.446.8677 (cell)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM"
Subject: Re: Greta-tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 2:57:53 PM

Understood 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 02:52 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
 
Hi Alex,
 
We’re adding a couple of breaking news hits at the top of the show so we’ll need to start at
10:30pm EST/ 9:30pm CST now.  Please have the good governor arrive by 10:15pm EST/9:15pm
CST.  Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:13 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
Yes sir, sounds good. We’ll be there at 10 PM EST unless the hit time changes. thanks
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
OK…Can we have her arrive 15-20 minutes before the hit time then?
 
Thanks!
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:55 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: Re: Greta-tonight
 
She wont need makeup 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: DelPriore, Samantha <Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
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Hi Alex,
 
This info should be plenty-thank you for sending.  The topic will be Gov’s position on setting up the
exchanges and in the impact Medicaid expansions is having on the state of Oklahoma.  Right now
those are the topics and if something is added, we’ll be sure to let you know.
 
The studio on Hudiburg Circle is being confirmed right now and I’ll make sure you have the
confirmation.  We’ve ordered makeup for the governor-does she still want that?  If she does we’d
like her to arrive to the studio 30 minutes prior to her hit for hair/makeup.  Exact hit time TBD but
it’s looking like 10:20pm EST/ 9:20pm CST. 
 
For any last minute issues or questions contact Samantha Delpriore (cc’d). Her cell is 917.499.0471,
desk is 212.301.5360.
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
I think the statement below pretty thoroughly outlines her position on exchanges/Medicaid
expansion. Do you need more?
 
Also, will we be talking about just exchanges or exchanges and Medicaid expansion? Any other
topics we should be prepared to cover?
 
Can you confirm the studio is the one on Hudiburg Circle in OKC rub by Cox … and I assume if we
arrive 15-20 mins before the hit that will be sufficient?
 
If for any reason we have last minute issues or questions who should I call tonight?
 
I will be with the gov and can be reached at: 405-535-7317
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a
State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
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“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
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for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
 
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Greta-tonight
 
Good morning, Alex
 
Is the governor set for her interview tonight with Greta in the 10pm EST/9pm CST hour? Right now
I’m looking at a 10:15pm hit with Governor Fallin and I’ll be in touch if that changes.  Would you
mind sending me statements/press releases the Governor has put out related to health care
exchanges?
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
 
Joshua McCarroll
Associate Producer, On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren
212..301.5087 (desk)
347.446.8677 (cell)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:13:00 AM

Yes sir, sounds good. We’ll be there at 10 PM EST unless the hit time changes. thanks
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
OK…Can we have her arrive 15-20 minutes before the hit time then?
 
Thanks!
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:55 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: Re: Greta-tonight
 
She wont need makeup 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: DelPriore, Samantha <Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
 
Hi Alex,
 
This info should be plenty-thank you for sending.  The topic will be Gov’s position on setting up the
exchanges and in the impact Medicaid expansions is having on the state of Oklahoma.  Right now
those are the topics and if something is added, we’ll be sure to let you know.
 
The studio on Hudiburg Circle is being confirmed right now and I’ll make sure you have the
confirmation.  We’ve ordered makeup for the governor-does she still want that?  If she does we’d
like her to arrive to the studio 30 minutes prior to her hit for hair/makeup.  Exact hit time TBD but
it’s looking like 10:20pm EST/ 9:20pm CST. 
 
For any last minute issues or questions contact Samantha Delpriore (cc’d). Her cell is 917.499.0471,
desk is 212.301.5360.
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
I think the statement below pretty thoroughly outlines her position on exchanges/Medicaid
expansion. Do you need more?
 
Also, will we be talking about just exchanges or exchanges and Medicaid expansion? Any other
topics we should be prepared to cover?
 
Can you confirm the studio is the one on Hudiburg Circle in OKC rub by Cox … and I assume if we
arrive 15-20 mins before the hit that will be sufficient?
 
If for any reason we have last minute issues or questions who should I call tonight?
 
I will be with the gov and can be reached at: 405-535-7317
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a
State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
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would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
 
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Greta-tonight
 
Good morning, Alex
 
Is the governor set for her interview tonight with Greta in the 10pm EST/9pm CST hour? Right now
I’m looking at a 10:15pm hit with Governor Fallin and I’ll be in touch if that changes.  Would you
mind sending me statements/press releases the Governor has put out related to health care
exchanges?
 
Thank you!
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Joshua
 
Joshua McCarroll
Associate Producer, On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren
212..301.5087 (desk)
347.446.8677 (cell)
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Hate to bug you...
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:54:00 PM

“The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to
the creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to
comment further until that review is completed.”  

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Hate to bug you...
 

Mcnutt says: “could the governor issue an executive order that would include a plan to
develop a health care exchange which would meet the Jan. 1 requirement to have a plan in
place?”

I don’t know what to say except, We are unable to answer that question at this time.  

 
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:48 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Hate to bug you...
 

But could the governor issue an executive order that would include a plan to develop a health
care exchange which would meet the Jan. 1 requirement to have a plan in place?

Thanks.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Hate to bug you...
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:55:00 PM

I have already sent him those two sentences. I will tell him i am unable to answer his question at this
time
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Hate to bug you...
 

“The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to
the creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to
comment further until that review is completed.”  

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Hate to bug you...
 

Mcnutt says: “could the governor issue an executive order that would include a plan to
develop a health care exchange which would meet the Jan. 1 requirement to have a plan in
place?”

I don’t know what to say except, We are unable to answer that question at this time.  

 
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:48 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Hate to bug you...
 

But could the governor issue an executive order that would include a plan to develop a health
care exchange which would meet the Jan. 1 requirement to have a plan in place?

Thanks.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Murphy, Sean
Subject: RE: Health Care ... what now?
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:38:00 PM

Insurance exchange:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” - AW
 
Medicaid expansion:
“The governor said she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.” - AW
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:59 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Health Care ... what now?
 
Alex:
Now that Obama has secured re-election and Dems have maintained control of the U.S. Senate,
what is the governor’s next move on complying with the provisions of the Affordable Care Act?
Namely, what is Oklahoma going to do with respect to creating the health insurance exchange and
will the governor support an expansion of the Medicaid program, reject that, or propose some kind
of alternative?
I’m looking at trying to put a story together for the weekend, so I’m curious to find out what the
governor’s timeline is for making a decision and any indication of what that decision might include.
Also, if there’s anyone else you suggest I should discuss this issue with, please let me know.
Thanks,
SM
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
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405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org
www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]

 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: Health care concerns
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:05:25 PM

Alex and I are coming. On our way down. Have to be at health dept at one so may need to take my
own car

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

Anybody up for a quick Big Truck lunch?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

It should be noted however, that Coburn is not opposed to exchanges in fact he proposes them in his
Health Care Reform bill of 2009.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:50 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

Word is already out and has been, Coburn is not in favor of taking the money.  But he is not in the
Governors position. If the law is not overturned we will have to implement obamacare anyway, this is
not new.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:47 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

True but they hate are afraid the grant will tie us to a program we don't want.

My understanding is Coburn is against states taking such grant money. Once word gets out about that
we won't be able to get these votes back.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:38 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns
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Okay, what coffee said!

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:37 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

There is language in the bill saying that it will be funded through federal grant money. Speaker included
that language thinking at the time that if it included state money it would not get passed because of
the budget shortfall. You can say we are requesting that provision be stricken from the bill.

We are also working on additional recommendations with regard to representation on the governance
board, but no details yet, but you can say that we are open to considering/ recommending changes.
Ultimately it is the Speakers bill and in Senate hands and they decide what changes are made, so I
want to be a little careful.

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:38 AM
To: Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

The grant money  ISN'T in the bill.  We don't need legislative approval to accept the grant.

-----Original Message-----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn
Coffee
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

McCullough just basically told me the same thing and also that Newberry told him the Senate wants to
strike the grant money language out of the bill.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Health care concerns

Sent this to Denise and Glenn didn't mean to leave u guys off

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:10 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Health care concerns

I think we need to get these Senators in a room and go over their concerns. They are all over the map
about the grant funds and this obligates the state. Also Coburn is opposed and is likely to say so soon.
We may not get these guys back if that happens.

Brecheen and Treat both Coburn staffers r on the retirement and insurance cmte. Coburn says its a bad
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idea to take the grant money we'll likely lose their vote.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: health care exchagne
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:18:00 PM

Wayne, Katie is not available but I have statements below attributable to me. Hope this helps.

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?

            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an online Oklahoma
private insurance network for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable health
insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several years ago to lay
the groundwork for an online insurance network, and why conservative groups like the Heritage
Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being forced
on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an ObamaCare
exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While Governor Fallin envisions a
marketplace governed by free market principles and consumer choice, President Obama does not. For
that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of Oklahoma to design and create its own
marketplace than to have one imposed on it by Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based online
marketplace. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-based
exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ marketplace looks like. However, it is clear that
designing the kind of conservative, free-market online marketplace that we want in Oklahoma is a step
in the right direction.     

Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

        There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose a
federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections and future
Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the governor and our state
legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect new leadership in Washington, just as
she hopes Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits against ObamaCare.

        What we can control is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend itself from
having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building an Oklahoma-based online marketplace consistent
with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
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PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: health care exchagne
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:39:00 AM

I figured. He followed up with these questions. we can probably just send a statement from me:

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

I will draft some responses and send them to you.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:31 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

I would rather pull my own teeth out then talk to him or any press about this...

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:29 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: health care exchagne

Woohoo! What do you want to do?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
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cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: health care exchagne
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:29:00 AM

I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: health care exchagne
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:05:00 PM

:)

The governor is okay with the direction in which the legislature is moving.

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

That's well crafted. One follow-up: Should the state exchange include a means for Oklahomans to take
advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/2/2012 3:18 PM >>>
Wayne, Katie is not available but I have statements below attributable to me. Hope this helps.

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?

            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an online Oklahoma
private insurance network for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable health
insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That's why the legislature acted several years ago to lay
the groundwork for an online insurance network, and why conservative groups like the Heritage
Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being forced
on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an ObamaCare
exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While Governor Fallin envisions a
marketplace governed by free market principles and consumer choice, President Obama does not. For
that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of Oklahoma to design and create its own
marketplace than to have one imposed on it by Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based online
marketplace. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-based
exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a 'compliant' marketplace looks like. However, it is clear that
designing the kind of conservative, free-market online marketplace that we want in Oklahoma is a step
in the right direction.     

Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

        There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose a
federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections and future
Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the governor and our state
legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect new leadership in Washington, just as
she hopes Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits against ObamaCare.

        What we can control is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend itself from
having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building an Oklahoma-based online marketplace consistent
with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
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Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: health care exchagne
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:31:00 AM

I would rather pull my own teeth out then talk to him or any press about this...

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:29 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: health care exchagne

Woohoo! What do you want to do?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: "gcoffee "; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 8:47:01 AM

Is this OK to send to AP?  Has Katie’s edits

 

 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.
 
Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will
continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.
Our office will proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.
 

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee '; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
So is that approved with katies edits? 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:59 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
Especially since the week involved a holiday where it was impossible to meet with people
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
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I think it is too long...I think we should cut this..."In the coming weeks, the governor will continue to
study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma. 
She and her staff are also continuing to meet with experts in the private and public sector regarding
the potential creation of an exchange. Next week, she will visit with dozens of governors at the
National Governor’s Association meetings, where health care will be discussed at length.
Additionally, her administration continues to communicate with doctors, health care providers and
Oklahoma families about these issues...Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings
are necessary to making an informed decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of
thousands of Oklahomans."

I think saying she will review it thoughtfully and thoroughly covers it. If we advertise meetings we
are just inviting all kinds of people to line up at the door for mtgs, etc.

I think less is more!

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
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Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
 
How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
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Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

 
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:38:00 AM

Thanks.

 

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:37 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
yes
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:27 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Is this response OK to send to AP?  Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 8:47 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: 'gcoffee '; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Is this OK to send to AP?  Has Katie’s edits

 

 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.
 
Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will
continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.
Our office will proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee '; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
So is that approved with katies edits? 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:59 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
Especially since the week involved a holiday where it was impossible to meet with people
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
I think it is too long...I think we should cut this..."In the coming weeks, the governor will continue to
study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma. 
She and her staff are also continuing to meet with experts in the private and public sector regarding
the potential creation of an exchange. Next week, she will visit with dozens of governors at the
National Governor’s Association meetings, where health care will be discussed at length.
Additionally, her administration continues to communicate with doctors, health care providers and
Oklahoma families about these issues...Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings
are necessary to making an informed decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of
thousands of Oklahomans."

I think saying she will review it thoughtfully and thoroughly covers it. If we advertise meetings we
are just inviting all kinds of people to line up at the door for mtgs, etc.

I think less is more!

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
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See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
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How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

 
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: "gcoffee "; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 8:47:00 AM

Is this OK to send to AP?  Has Katie’s edits

 

 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.
 
Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will
continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.
Our office will proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.
 

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee '; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
So is that approved with katies edits? 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:59 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
Especially since the week involved a holiday where it was impossible to meet with people
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
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I think it is too long...I think we should cut this..."In the coming weeks, the governor will continue to
study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma. 
She and her staff are also continuing to meet with experts in the private and public sector regarding
the potential creation of an exchange. Next week, she will visit with dozens of governors at the
National Governor’s Association meetings, where health care will be discussed at length.
Additionally, her administration continues to communicate with doctors, health care providers and
Oklahoma families about these issues...Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings
are necessary to making an informed decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of
thousands of Oklahomans."

I think saying she will review it thoughtfully and thoroughly covers it. If we advertise meetings we
are just inviting all kinds of people to line up at the door for mtgs, etc.

I think less is more!

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
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Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
 
How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
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Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

 
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:30:00 PM

See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
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Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
 
How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

 
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; "gcoffee "; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 3:29:46 PM

So is that approved with katies edits? 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:59 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
Especially since the week involved a holiday where it was impossible to meet with people
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
I think it is too long...I think we should cut this..."In the coming weeks, the governor will continue to
study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma. 
She and her staff are also continuing to meet with experts in the private and public sector regarding
the potential creation of an exchange. Next week, she will visit with dozens of governors at the
National Governor’s Association meetings, where health care will be discussed at length.
Additionally, her administration continues to communicate with doctors, health care providers and
Oklahoma families about these issues...Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings
are necessary to making an informed decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of
thousands of Oklahomans."

I think saying she will review it thoughtfully and thoroughly covers it. If we advertise meetings we
are just inviting all kinds of people to line up at the door for mtgs, etc.

I think less is more!

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
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least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
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How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

 
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
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dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper; "gcoffee "; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:46:44 PM

I think it is too long...I think we should cut this..."In the coming weeks, the governor will continue to
study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma. 
She and her staff are also continuing to meet with experts in the private and public sector regarding
the potential creation of an exchange. Next week, she will visit with dozens of governors at the
National Governor’s Association meetings, where health care will be discussed at length.
Additionally, her administration continues to communicate with doctors, health care providers and
Oklahoma families about these issues...Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings
are necessary to making an informed decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of
thousands of Oklahomans."

I think saying she will review it thoughtfully and thoroughly covers it. If we advertise meetings we
are just inviting all kinds of people to line up at the door for mtgs, etc.

I think less is more!

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
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the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
 
How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
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spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Murphy, Sean; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:43:00 AM

Sean,

 

Here’s a response … you can attribute it to Alex.  Thanks.

 

 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and
unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant
Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against
the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general
as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and will actively campaign
for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to
overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor
Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of
Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health
insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right
decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet
the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will proactively relay these decisions to
Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are made.

 

 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
 
How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
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way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: health care
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 9:19:46 PM

Just FYI - the articles i have seen(AP/World) deal ONLY with medicaid expansion (TW) or a general
response to ObamaCare (AP). neither mention an exhange at all. not sure if that matters re: what
you've been telling people.
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: health care

No it is not still accurate, it means that there will be no state exchange because by the time the election
rolls around we will officially be out of time.

Do we have a statement we can send around to people, especially since we told them we did not have
any announcements planned and no decisions have been made?

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: health care

I just talked to the gov. This article says that she isn't going to make a decision until after the election.
She says that is accurate.

That is obviously slightly different from what we've been saying, which is no timeline. But in terms of
saying we are reviewing our options and haven't decided yet, it is still accurate.

Sorry this took u guys by surprise I was hoping to verify with her before it hit the web.

From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 03:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: health care

Oh, so I guess we’re waiting until November? Carry on…

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-weighing-states-health-care-response/article/3695095
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "jmillman@politico.com"
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: health exchange question
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:56:08 PM

Sure thing. We'll let you know. 
 
From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:09 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: health exchange question 
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m just looking to stay in the loop for when Gov. Fallin has a decision ready on a health insurance
exchange. Would adding me to the email distribution list be the best way?
 
Thanks,
Jason
 
Jason Millman
Health Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Jason Millman
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: health exchange question
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:29:06 PM

unclear as of right now
 

From: Jason Millman [jmillman@politico.com]
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: health exchange question

Hey Alex,
 
Just wondering if you guys are going to announce anything today, or if you’re planning to use the
extra time. Thanks.
 
--Jason
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Jason Millman
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: health exchange question
 
Sure thing. We'll let you know. 
 
From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:09 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: health exchange question 
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m just looking to stay in the loop for when Gov. Fallin has a decision ready on a health insurance
exchange. Would adding me to the email distribution list be the best way?
 
Thanks,
Jason
 
Jason Millman
Health Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange governing board
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:32:00 PM

DC health reporter.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:32 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange governing board
 
Who is asking? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 03:29 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Madeline Mitchell 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange governing board 
 
Hey guys,
 
Have anything been done to establish the governing board of the health insurance exchange?  Is
that completely in the Legislature’s wheelhouse or will GMF have appointments to make?
 
Thanks.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
 

37421

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange governing board
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:54:00 PM

Thanks.  Makes sense now, b/c the last time this reporter checked in on this subject was 3-4 months
ago.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:53 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Madeline Mitchell
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange governing board
 
It does not exist, legislation was not passed to establish it. A couple studies (by legislature and
private sector) are taking plave to look at potential options.
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 03:29 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Madeline Mitchell 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange governing board 
 
Hey guys,
 
Have anything been done to establish the governing board of the health insurance exchange?  Is
that completely in the Legislature’s wheelhouse or will GMF have appointments to make?
 
Thanks.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "dana.hertneky@news9.net"
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:25:04 PM

Yes. And we dont anticipate an announcement from our office tomorrow anymore 
 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Alex, the AP is reporting we now have another month to make a decision.  Is that right?
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:02 PM
To: Hertneky, Dana
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
You can certainly say we expect an announcement regarding health insurance exchanges from the
governor sometime between now and the end of the day on Friday
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
Alex, is it okay if I say in our story that we expect the governor to discuss this issue tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Hertneky, Dana
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
The governor does not support a special session.
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
 
Thanks Alex, we are doing the story today on Joe Dorman's petition for a special session.   Does the
governor have any comment on that? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 15, 2012, at 11:28 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Dana – we expect to have a statement regarding health insurance exchanges
tomorrow. We do not have anything new to report at this time.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 

 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance
Exchange.   Can you call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

<image001.gif>

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net
<image002.jpg> <image003.jpg>
P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: Health insurance exchange
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:18:00 PM

nope

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Health insurance exchange

A:

A reader posted this on one of our stories today:

Oklahoma's all over the health care industry news today because our Governor has steadfastly refused,
FOR TWO YEARS, to get started on our state health insurance exchange, and Oklahoma is bumping up
against a very expensive and very damaging deadline come 01 Jan.

Did the governor make some sort of statement re: exchanges this week?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Hertneky, Dana
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:02:00 PM

You can certainly say we expect an announcement regarding health insurance exchanges from the
governor sometime between now and the end of the day on Friday
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
Alex, is it okay if I say in our story that we expect the governor to discuss this issue tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Hertneky, Dana
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
The governor does not support a special session.
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
 
Thanks Alex, we are doing the story today on Joe Dorman's petition for a special session.   Does the
governor have any comment on that? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 15, 2012, at 11:28 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Dana – we expect to have a statement regarding health insurance exchanges
tomorrow. We do not have anything new to report at this time.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance
Exchange.   Can you call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

<image001.gif>

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net
<image002.jpg> <image003.jpg>
P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956

 
 

37427

mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net
http://www.news9.com/
file:////c/dana.hertneky@news9.net%20
https://www.facebook.com/DanaHertneky
http://twitter.com/danahertneky


From: Aaron Cooper
To: "dana.hertneky@news9.net"
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:19:48 AM

Dana,

I'm on the road with the governor today and unable to talk. I can tell you she's not available for
interviews this week as she's currently at the Republican Govs Association conference today and will
then go straight to the National Govs association meetings friday.

When the gov has reached a decision or ready to make an announcement we will send out a
statement.

If you have other questions, please contact Alex W in the okc office.

Thanks

 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance Exchange.   Can you
call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net  
P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Hertneky, Dana
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:42:00 AM

The governor does not support a special session.
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
 
Thanks Alex, we are doing the story today on Joe Dorman's petition for a special session.   Does the
governor have any comment on that? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 15, 2012, at 11:28 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Dana – we expect to have a statement regarding health insurance exchanges
tomorrow. We do not have anything new to report at this time.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 

 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance
Exchange.   Can you call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

<image001.gif>

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net
<image002.jpg> <image003.jpg>
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P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; dana.hertneky@news9.net
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:28:00 AM

Dana – we expect to have a statement regarding health insurance exchanges tomorrow. We do not
have anything new to report at this time.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 

 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance Exchange.   Can you
call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net  
P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "dana.hertneky@news9.net"
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:26:23 PM

Actually im sorry for the confusion. The feds have declared a delay; it is uncertain whether or not we
will still have an announcement tomorrow.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 06:25 PM
To: 'dana.hertneky@news9.net' <dana.hertneky@news9.net> 
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Yes. And we dont anticipate an announcement from our office tomorrow anymore 
 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Alex, the AP is reporting we now have another month to make a decision.  Is that right?
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:02 PM
To: Hertneky, Dana
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
You can certainly say we expect an announcement regarding health insurance exchanges from the
governor sometime between now and the end of the day on Friday
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
Alex, is it okay if I say in our story that we expect the governor to discuss this issue tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Hertneky, Dana
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
 
The governor does not support a special session.
 

From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange
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Thanks Alex, we are doing the story today on Joe Dorman's petition for a special session.   Does the
governor have any comment on that? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 15, 2012, at 11:28 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Dana – we expect to have a statement regarding health insurance exchanges
tomorrow. We do not have anything new to report at this time.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 

 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance
Exchange.   Can you call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

<image001.gif>

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net
<image002.jpg> <image003.jpg>
P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Michael McNutt
Subject: RE: Health insurance exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:31:00 PM

Press release announcement tomorrow, is the plan. No word yet
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:31 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Health insurance exchange
 
Know you're probably getting hammered with questions, but any word on the
governor and Oklahoma's plans for a health insurance exchange....
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: shawn@ecapitol.net
Subject: RE: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:46:00 PM

Thanks.  Got your message.  Should have a response shortly.

-----Original Message-----
From: shawn@ecapitol.net [mailto:shawn@ecapitol.net]
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:45 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange

Aaron,

I left you a message earlier, but I wanted to follow-up. Will there be an announcement today
concerning the Gov's health insurance exchange plan given the deadline extension from the feds? If not,
I guess I will need an official comment saying she will make the decision at some future point.

Thanks,

Shawn
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Jeffrey Young
Subject: RE: Health insurance exchanges/Medicaid expansion?
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:07:00 PM

We will include you.  Thanks.

 

From: Jeffrey Young [mailto:jeffrey.young@huffingtonpost.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health insurance exchanges/Medicaid expansion?
 
Good afternoon. I'm trying to keep track of states' decisions on these elements of the
Affordable Care Act. When the governor makes determinations about what Oklahoma will
do, would it be possible for you to include me on the distribution list for any letters, press
releases, etc., that come from his office at that time?
 
Regards,
 
Jeffrey Young
Health Care Reporter
The Huffington Post
Office: (202) 624-9331
Mobile: (202) 744-6759
Twitter: @JeffreyYoung_HC
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jeffrey-young
 

37436

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:jeffrey.young@huffingtonpost.com
https://www.twitter.com/JeffreyYoung_HC
http://www.publish2.com/newsgroups/jeffrey-young-clips


From: Alex Weintz
To: "ZCampfield@opubco.com"
Subject: Re: health policy
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 6:06:28 PM

Ha no worries 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 05:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: health policy 
 
No, you sent it ... or at least I got it.

Better than me calling you a "spokeswoman" ... ugh

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:39 PM
To: Zeke Campfield; Michael McNutt
Subject: FW: health policy

Whoops! I typed this several hours ago and forgot to hit send. have a great weekend.
 
Zeke, expanding on our conversation the other day. Including Michael as well.
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
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it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: health policy
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:33:00 PM

No, not necessarily. Just that it’s not a hard deadline
 

From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: health policy
 
Alex:
Thank you.
For clarification, does this:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing
ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that
Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16
deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling
deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges
is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”
 
 
mean that the state is not planning to submit any answer concerning a health insurance exchange by Nov.
16?
wg
 
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 11/9/2012 3:04 PM >>>
Wayne, expanding on our conversation the other day.
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
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what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing
ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that
Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16
deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling
deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges
is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”
 
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you
know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right
decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care
experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best serves the people
of Oklahoma.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Travis Brauer; Alex

Gerszewski
Subject: Re: healthcare exchange bill will be heard today in Sen committee around 1pm
Date: Monday, February 27, 2012 8:50:32 AM

Have fun with that ;)
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 08:48 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Travis
Brauer; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: healthcare exchange bill will be heard today in Sen committee around 1pm 
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 11:08:00 AM

I will move lunch w/Terri W.

 

A.J. Mallory

Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff

Office of Gov. Mary Fallin

2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212

Oklahoma City, OK  73105

405-522-8832

aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:32 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Ok, AJ I am going to go ahead and schedule this and you can move the other meeting when you get
back.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:28 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Katie Altshuler; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Yep, aj can move it
 
From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 09:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert 
Subject: FW: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor 
 
Denise,
 
You have a lunch meeting with Terri Watkins this day (Sept 6)…is there any way that can be changed
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to accommodate the healthcare meeting? Dr. Cline is out of town the entire next week, and the

Governor won’t be back in the office until September 6. It looks like everyone else can do the 6th.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, that date works for both of us and once we have that confirmed from you, we’ll get that on
our schedules.  Many thanks for the flexibility.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
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Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

To: Rita Aragon
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: re: Healthcare information
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:52:47 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

General,
Thanks for letting us know about the Integris meeting. We know that Oklahoma Hospitals are not taking the governor’s decision
well, largely because a Medicaid expansion gives them a lot more money. They are advocating for their own financial interests,
which is expected.
The press release below, as well as the talking points attached and above I feel do a good job of articulating the governor’s
position.
I appreciate the invite for the radio show – we will do what we can to get her on it soon, with the understanding that we are really
swamped with scheduling!   

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
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adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Rita Aragon
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: re: Healthcare information
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:53:16 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

General,
Thanks for letting us know about the Integris meeting. We know that Oklahoma Hospitals are not taking the governor’s decision
well, largely because a Medicaid expansion gives them a lot more money. They are advocating for their own financial interests,
which is expected.
The press release below, as well as the talking points attached and above I feel do a good job of articulating the governor’s
position. Let me know if you have any questions and I will do my best to answer!
I appreciate the invite for the radio show – we will do what we can to get her on it soon, with the understanding that we are really
swamped with scheduling!   

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Rita Aragon
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: re: Healthcare information
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:53:00 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

General,
Thanks for letting us know about the Integris meeting. We know that Oklahoma Hospitals are not taking the governor’s decision
well, largely because a Medicaid expansion gives them a lot more money. They are advocating for their own financial interests,
which is expected.
The press release below, as well as the talking points attached and above I feel do a good job of articulating the governor’s
position. Let me know if you have any questions and I will do my best to answer!
I appreciate the invite for the radio show – we will do what we can to get her on it soon, with the understanding that we are really
swamped with scheduling!   

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 







2 
 


created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rita Aragon
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Healthcare information
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:55:06 PM

Thankx Alex!
Rita Aragon, Maj Gen (ret)
Oklahoma Secretary of Military and Veterans Affairs
2311 N Central Avenue
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405 521 4626
 

From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Rita Aragon
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: re: Healthcare information

General,
Thanks for letting us know about the Integris meeting. We know that Oklahoma Hospitals are not taking the
governor’s decision well, largely because a Medicaid expansion gives them a lot more money. They are
advocating for their own financial interests, which is expected.
The press release below, as well as the talking points attached and above I feel do a good job of articulating
the governor’s position. Let me know if you have any questions and I will do my best to answer!
I appreciate the invite for the radio show – we will do what we can to get her on it soon, with the
understanding that we are really swamped with scheduling!   

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that
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Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid
expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders
and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in
regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and
access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the
nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally
obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama
Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been
forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State
Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of
PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively
support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal
government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the
implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal
stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing
the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in
subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be
available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level,
massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers
no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to
continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of
PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal
challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health
outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in
the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management
programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and
emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both
parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
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Talking Points
 

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the
Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed
to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the
Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant
reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the
Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare

experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state
based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not
improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our
nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or
sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon

those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the
opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma
plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising
healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation
and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states
operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to
fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50

million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and
unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop
financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal

exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to
the purchaser of the healthcare plan.

 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid
expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of
healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further,
the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million

between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to
other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid
expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the

Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.
Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of
healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for

example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small
businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure
Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be
required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should
have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their
employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize

Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share
Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant
reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more
productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing
healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many
of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and
families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused
on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of
healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma,

including;
§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency
department visits

o Realign the public health system to support these goals
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of
uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured.

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to
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ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met.
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Kevin Nelson
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Heath care exchanges
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:41:00 AM

Kevin,
 
 
  Thank you for providing us with this information.  I forwarded your comments to our general
counsel. 
 
 

From: Kevin Nelson  
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:30 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Heath care exchanges
 

Hope all is well.  I was looking at the exchange issue and wondered on the impact of Art. 2,
sec. 37.  According to Art. 2, sec. 37 of the Oklahoma constitution, "a law or rule shall not
compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer or health care provider to participate in
any health care system."  A health care system is "any public or private entity whose function
or purpose is the management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for,
in full or in part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its
participants.". 

My question is whether a health care exchange may be a health care system

because it is a public enrollment of individuals in health care services and calls for the

gathering and public disclosure of health care data.  Consequently, the state may not

be able to pass a law or rule establishing a health care exchange.  

Might ask the AG. 

 
Oklahoma

  Oklahoma Constitution     Article 2 - Bill Of Rights        Section Article 2
section 37 - Health care systems - Payment and participationCite as: O.S. §, __ __

§ 37. Health care systems - Payment and participation.

A. For purposes of this section:

1. "Compel" shall include penalties or fines;

2. "Direct payment or pay directly" means payment for lawful health care services without a
public or private third party, not including an employer, paying for any portion of the service;

3. "Health care system" means any public or private entity whose function or purpose is the
management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for, in full or in
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part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its participants;

4. "Lawful health care services" means any health-related service or treatment to the extent
that the service or treatment is permitted or not prohibited by law or regulation that may be
provided by persons or businesses otherwise permitted to offer such services; and

5. "Penalties or fines" means any civil or criminal penalty or fine, tax, salary or wage
withholding or surcharge or any named fee with a similar effect established by law or rule by
a government-established, -created or -controlled agency that is used to punish or discourage
the exercise of rights protected under this section.

B. To preserve the freedom of Oklahomans to provide for their health care:

1. A law or rule shall not compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer
or health care provider to participate in any health care system; and

2. A person or employer may pay directly for lawful health care services and shall not be
required to pay penalties or fines for paying directly for lawful health careservices.
A health care provider may accept direct payment for lawful health care services and shall
not be required to pay penalties or fines for accepting direct payment from a person or
employer for lawful health care services.

C. Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not substantially limit a person’s options,
the purchase or sale of health insurance in private health care systems shall not be prohibited
by law or rule.

D. This section shall not:

1. Affect which health care services a health care provider or hospital is required to
perform or provide;

2. Affect which health care services are permitted by law;

3. Prohibit care related to workers’ compensation;

4. Affect laws or rules in effect as of January 1, 2010; or

5. Affect the terms or conditions of any health care system to the extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the effect of punishing a person or employer for paying directly for
lawful health care services or a health care provider or hospital for accepting direct
payment from a person or employer for lawful health care services.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges

This guidance document is the first in a series of documents that the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) intends to publish over the next three years to provide
information to States and the Territories seeking to establish a Health Insurance Exchange
(Exchange) under Section 1311(b) of the Affordable Care Act.  The Secretary intends to issue
regulations for public comment under Section 1321(a) in 2011, but is providing this guidance
earlier to assist States and Territories with their overall planning, including legislative plans
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for 2011.

The first Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), which will address many of the basic
federal requirements outlined below, is scheduled for publication in the spring of 2011. 
Additional regulations are scheduled for publication later in 2011 and in 2012.  These
regulations will be subject to public comment.

Following a brief overview, this guidance focuses on four main categories: 

·         Principles and priorities  

·         Outline of statutory requirements

·         Clarifications and policy guidance

·         Federal support for the establishment of State-based Exchanges

What is an Exchange?

An Exchange is a mechanism for organizing the health insurance marketplace to help
consumers and small businesses shop for coverage in a way that permits easy comparison of
available plan options based on price, benefits and services, and quality.  By pooling people
together, reducing transaction costs, and increasing transparency, Exchanges create more
efficient and competitive markets for individuals and small employers.

Historically, the individual and small group health insurance markets have suffered from
adverse selection and high administrative costs, resulting in low value for consumers. 
Exchanges will allow individuals and small businesses to benefit from the pooling of risk,
market leverage, and economies of scale that large businesses currently enjoy. 

Beginning with an open enrollment period in 2013, Exchanges will help individuals and
small employers shop for, select, and enroll in high-quality, affordable private health plans
that fit their needs at competitive prices.  Exchanges will assist eligible individuals to receive
premium tax credits or coverage through other Federal or State health care programs.  By
providing one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier and
more understandable.

Principles and Priorities

The following principles and priorities will inform federal funding and technical support for
State establishment of Exchanges:  

·         Establishing a State-based Exchange.  Establishment of an Exchange is a critical
step that States must take to be on track for achieving certification of an Exchange
by January 1, 2013 under Section 1321.  Establishment of an Exchange requires a
planning process leading to State action, by legislation or other means, to create an
Exchange entity with the authority necessary to meet all the Exchange requirements
of the Affordable Care Act.  In States that choose, now or at a later point in the
process, not to establish an Exchange, HHS will work with the State to establish an
Exchange.

·         Promoting Efficiency.  Exchanges must be mindful of costs for consumers,
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employers, and the federal government.  Exchanges should have the flexibility to
respond to local market conditions and take actions to facilitate competition among
plans on price and quality.  Successful Exchanges will adapt to changes in the
market by redesigning and modifying business plans as opportunities develop, and
will have the flexibility to deal with insurers, agents, and other business partners in a
manner that serves the Exchange’s interest in maximizing value for consumers.

·         Avoiding Adverse Selection.  Successful Exchanges will avoid adverse selection by
ensuring that those who buy through the Exchange are a broad mix of the healthy
and the less healthy.  The tax credits, which can only be accessed through the
Exchanges, and insurance reforms required by the Affordable Care Act will reduce
the potential for adverse selection against the Exchange, but will not eliminate it. 
States have flexibility to provide consistent regulation inside and outside the
Exchange, and to take additional action to prevent adverse selection under section
1311(e)(1)(B).  The federal government will work with States to maximize State
flexibility in this area.

·         Streamlined Access and Continuity of Care.  Section 1311(d)(4)(F) requires
Exchanges to evaluate and determine eligibility for applicants in Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and other health programs.
 Exchanges must also comply with all applicable federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination.  The federal government will provide critical building blocks and
financial support for achieving an efficient enrollment process including verification
of eligibility for tax credits.  Successful Exchanges will use those building blocks to
streamline access for consumers, while also promoting seamless access for applicants
eligible for other health programs beyond the Exchange coverage options. 
Successful Exchanges will upgrade information technology (IT) systems and other
business operations, and improve continuity of care across health programs. 

·         Public Outreach and Stakeholder Involvement.  Section 1311(d)(6) requires
Exchanges to consult with a broad range of stakeholders in carrying out their
activities.  Successful Exchanges will undertake aggressive and multi-faceted
outreach to inform the public of their services and coverage options.  Successful
Exchanges will work closely with consumer advocates, national insurers, and
community-based insurers, including potential new market entrants, to create a
competitive climate that will offer purchasers a range of product offerings.

·         Public Accountability and Transparency.  Accountability requires transparency. 
Section 1311(d)(7) requires public reports on Exchange activities, and Section
1311(e)(3) requires additional reporting, which should include standardized data
reporting on price, quality, benefits, consumer choice and other factors that will help
measure and evaluate performance.  Successful Exchanges must ensure public
accountability in areas such as objective information on the performance of plans;
availability of automated comparison functions to inform consumer choice; fair and
impartial treatment of consumers, plans and other partners; and prohibitions on
conflict of interest.

·         Financial Accountability.  Section 1313 provides for the efficient and non-
discriminatory administration of Exchanges, and seeks to prevent fraud and abuse. 
Successful Exchanges will streamline enrollment and minimize acquisition
expenses; implement policies to prevent waste, fraud and abuse; and promote
financial integrity. 
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Statutory Requirements

The Affordable Care Act includes two basic types of federal requirements for Exchanges,
most of which are found in Section 1311.  These include: 1) minimum functions Exchanges
must undertake directly or, in some cases, by contract; and 2) oversight responsibilities the
Exchanges must exercise in certifying and monitoring the performance of Qualified Health
Plans (hereafter referred to as “plans”), as defined in Section 1301.  Plans participating in the
Exchanges must also comply with State insurance laws and federal requirements in the Public
Health Service Act.

In defining the authority and duties of an Exchange, States in authorizing legislation or other
governing documents should incorporate, by reference or explicit provisions, the federally-
required Exchange functions and oversight responsibilities.

a. Exchange Functions  

Section 1311(d)(4) specifies core functions that an Exchange must meet:

·         Certification, recertification and decertification of plans

·         Operation of a toll-free hotline

·         Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and
prospective enrollees

·         Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans

·         Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format

·         Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of
eligibility for individuals in these programs

·         Provision of an electronic calculator to determine the actual cost of coverage taking
into account eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions

·         Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement

·         Provision of information on certain individuals identified in Section 1311 (d)(4)(I) to
the Treasury Department and to employers

·         Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting
consumers as described in Section 1311(i) 

Additional Exchange functions include:

·         Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results under Section 1311(c)(4)

·         Provision for open enrollment periods under Section 1311(c)(6)

·         Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes, under Section 1311(d)(6)

·         Publication of data on the Exchange’s administrative costs under Section 1311(d)(7)

37463



b. Oversight Responsibilities  

Section 1311(c) requires the Secretary to develop regulatory standards in five areas that
insurers must meet in order to be certified as qualified health plans by an Exchange:

·         Marketing

·         Network adequacy

·         Accreditation for performance measures

·         Quality improvement and reporting

·         Uniform enrollment procedures

Additional areas where Exchanges must ensure plan compliance with regulatory standards
established by the Secretary include:

·         Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers as
identified in Section 1311(c)(1)(B) and (C), including provider directories and
availability of essential community providers

·         Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases
and submission of plan justifications for current premium increases under Section
1311(e)(2)

·         Public disclosure of plan data identified in Section 1311(e)(3)(A), including claims
handling policies, financial disclosures, enrollment and disenrollment data, claims
denials, rating practices, cost sharing for out of network coverage, and other
information identified by the Secretary

·         Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing  for
specific services from specified providers as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(C)

·         Information for participants in group health plans as described in Section
1311(e)(3)(D)

·         Information on plan quality improvement activities as specified in Section 1311(g)

Clarifications and Policy Guidance

States should consider the following issues in establishing an Exchange.

·         Organizational Form.  Section 1311(d) gives States the option to establish the
Exchange as a governmental agency or nonprofit entity.  Within the governmental
agency category, the Exchange could be housed within an existing State office, as it
is in Utah, or it could be an independent public authority, as it is in Massachusetts. 
Regardless of its organizational form, the Exchange must be publicly accountable,
transparent, and have technically competent leadership, with the capacity and
authority to take all actions necessary to meet federal standards, including the
discretion to determine whether health plans offered through the Exchange are “in
the interests of qualified individuals and qualified employers” as Section 1311(e)(1)
requires. The Exchange also must have security procedures that meet the data and
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privacy standards necessary to receive tax data and other sensitive information
needed for enrollment.  The type of organization may affect the federal tax treatment
of an Exchange, including potential income taxation (depending upon whether a
nonprofit organization qualifies as a tax-exempt organization), annual filing
requirements, the availability of tax-exempt bond financing, and FICA liability for
employees.     

·         Operating Model.  States have a range of options for how the Exchange operates
from an “active purchaser” model, in which the Exchange operates as large
employers often do in using market leverage and the tools of managed competition
to negotiate product offerings with insurers, to an “open marketplace” model, in
which the Exchange operates as a clearinghouse that is open to all qualified insurers
and relies on market forces to generate product offerings.  In both cases, consumers
will end up with options, and States should provide comparison shopping tools that
promote choice based on price and quality and enable consumers to narrow plan
options based on their preferences.

·         Small Business (SHOP) Exchanges.  Small business customers offer unique
challenges but also powerful opportunities for Exchanges.  Successful Exchanges
will streamline the process for small businesses.  Federal rules will provide a
framework for SHOP Exchanges, including options for how employers can provide
contributions toward employee coverage that meet standards for small business tax
credits.

·         Risk Adjustment.  Federal rules in 2011 will outline risk adjustment methods and
require all health plans to report demographic, diagnostic, and prescription drug
data.  Further guidance addressing risk adjustment rules and formulas will be
provided in subsequent regulations.  As specified by the law, federal rules will apply
risk adjustment consistently to all plans in the individual and small group markets,
both inside and outside of Exchanges.  Federal rules on reinsurance payments will
apply to all plans in the individual market, and rules on risk corridors will apply to
all qualified health plans in the individual and small group market, as specified in
the law. 

·         Performance Measures.  Standardized public data reporting will be needed to
evaluate Exchange performance and assure transparency.  Federal rules will require
accurate and timely public disclosure of coverage data and other key performance
measures to facilitate research, analysis, and evaluation.  Given that Exchanges are
likely to pursue diverse strategies on several issues, analysis of performance metrics
will be critical to identifying best practices that can be shared and used to improve
the performance of all Exchanges.  

·         State Choices. Federal rules will clarify that the following policy areas, among
others, are State decisions, although HHS may offer recommendations and technical
assistance to States as they make these decisions:

·         Whether to form the Exchange as a governmental agency or a non-profit entity

·         Whether to form regional exchanges or establish interstate coordination for certain
functions

·         Whether to elect the option under the Affordable Care Act to use 50 employees as

37465



the cutoff for small group market plans until 2016, which would limit access to
exchange coverage to employer groups of 50 or less

·         Whether to require additional benefits in the Exchange beyond the essential health
benefits  

·         Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 

·         Whether to extend some or all Exchange-specific regulations to the outside
insurance market (beyond what is required in the Affordable Care Act)

·         State Authority.  The federal government will work with the Governor of the State
as the chief executive officer unless authority to operate the Exchange has been
delegated to a specific authority through state law. 

Federal Support

Forty-eight States and the District of Columbia were awarded their first Exchange grants
under Section 1311 in September 2010.  Those grants were for planning purposes and the
next round of grants will be for the purpose of establishing an Exchange.  The opportunity to
apply for grants will be announced in February 2011 and will become available on a rolling
basis throughout the next three years.  States will have to meet certain milestones in order to
be awarded grants in 2011, and the size of State awards may be related to the number of
milestones met.  States that are not able to meet required milestones by spring 2011 may
apply for grants later in the year.  Necessary Exchange costs will be fully funded by HHS
until 2015.  After January 1, 2015, Exchanges must be self funded.

Kevin R. Nelson

Edmond, Ok 73013
 
Phone (405) 
Fax (405) 694-4019
 
This e-mail message and any attached files are confidential and are intended solely for the
use of the addressee(s) named above. This communication may contain material protected by
attorney-client, work product, or other privileges. If you are not the intended recipient or
person responsible for delivering this confidential communication to the intended recipient,
you have received this communication in error, and any review, use, dissemination,
forwarding, printing, copying, or other distribution of this e-mail message and any attached
files is strictly prohibited. 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Hello!
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:50:16 PM

K

On Jul 12, 2012, at 13:45, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

These are the updated numbers OHCA sent last night - I have not looked at them yet and
can't really on my bb - can you look and this and see how it compares to the figures we
provided them earlier...please email or call me before replying to Lindsy
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by
county).  There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one
representing 75%, and one at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact,
reduced uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the
second page to explain the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we
did use the 2007 economic impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at
this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did talk with the OTC regarding this and they
believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007, that the number we have would
be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility
group rather than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we
would probably need legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
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Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office
today of whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning
and will be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is
anyway I can the information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie

37468

mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org


 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you
have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The
sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this
message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required
please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the
sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and
delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not accept liability for
any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a
result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

<Potential_Impact_2014_SoonerCare_Exp_Adults_June2012.pdf>

<ACA Medicaid Elig Options.pdf>
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "dhale@lawton-constitution.com"
Subject: Re: HELP
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 12:53:30 PM

Id try the two think tanks - ocpa and Oklahoma Policy Institute.

----- Original Message -----
From: David Hale [mailto:dhale@lawton-constitution.com]
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 12:34 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: HELP

11/12/12

Alex,

While everyone is talking about health care exchanges, I thought I would
try to get maybe a point-counter point set of opinions. Can you help
suggest some sources?

Would a federal- or state-run exchange system be better? WHY?

By state run do we mean by state employees or can it be contracted?

State or federal be better for?:
  -- For individual policy-buying Oklahomans -- which would likely offer
better coverage and lower premium prices? How do you know?

  -- For Oklahoma small businesses?

  -- For Oklahoma taxpayers?

  -- For the Oklahoma state budget?

If it is run by the feds, will it cost state government budget anything?
Be cheaper for state govt. to let feds do it?

What are the advantages of having a state-run system? Might Oklahomans
have higher premiums than larger states like New Yorkers?

  Is the OK Health Authority the logical existing state entity operate
the exchange in our state? Do we need another bureaucracy?

Would the state exchange  advertise and seek bids bids from Aetna,
Humana and others  for the business?

If I remember right from Insurance 101, 45 years ago or so, the larger
the insurance pool the lower the premiums. So, shouldn't a federal
system -- yes the much-feared, single-payer system -- be cheaper? Maybe,
except for all the federal salaries and benefits.

Someone told me not long ago if all the media companies in the nation --
for example -- wanted to form a huge pool to buy and offer health
insurance it could not do so. Even though such an arrangement would be
interstate commerce where states have no jurisdiction, it can't be done
because 50 states force sellers to by licenses and the cost to secure
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them all would be prohibitive.

How is all of this going to work for residents, business, providers,
etc.  of Carnegie, Gotebo, Altus, Mangum, Marlow, etc., in rural Oklahoma?

Know I went on and on, here, but there are a lot of unanswered questions.

OCPA and OK Policy Institute come to mind and possible sources for
opinion pieces. But there are others, too, such as hospital
associations, medical associations. (Not sure if ObamaCare includes
dental, chiropractic, vision and mental health coverage, too.)

Thank you for considering this request,

David B. Hale
The Lawton Constitution
dhale@lawton-constitution.com
580-585-5116
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Heritage article
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:06:06 AM

Crazy today. Alex is tied up and not sure he can send asap.

I don't have link but it's heritage foundation backgrounder title "a state lawmaker's guide to health
insurance exchanges" by edmund haislmaier.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:04 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Heritage article

Send asap and I will print before noon! Or tell me which one it is and I can pull it from the web.
Thanks!
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Heritage article

Alex, GMF wants you to email the Heritage article re: exchanges to Wendy.

Wendy, GMF wants you to print out a couple copies for the noon speech and a couple copies for the
evening speech to give to the organizers so they can make copies to eventually share with their
members.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Heritage Seminar this Weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:14:00 PM

Sorry again for late notice.
Here is what I thought could be format for these memos:

1.        Federal policies or proposed federal policies / statements from the Obama Admin or Dem
leaders (so in addition to Cap and Trade could include statements like “Under my plan of a
cap and trade system, electricity rates would necessarily skyrocket”)

2.        How Oklahoma is fighting against these policies
3.        Oklahoma has a better way (ie Oklahoma First Energy Plan)

 
FYI wanted you to see the questions they have submitted to us below. This is not going to be the
most policy intensive seminar ever … we will be OK.
 

You come from a family that has a history of public service. Your parents both served
as mayor of Tecumseh. How did that shape your experience?
 
While some states were considering tax increases, Oklahoma cut its income tax. What
has that done for economic growth in your state?
 
You're known as a trailblazer in Oklahoma as the state's first female governor. What
do you make of the "war on women" that liberals have trumpeted in recent weeks?
 
How would Oklahoma benefit from the Keystone XL pipeline? And what steps, if
any, can you take in the absence of federal approval?

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 2:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Heritage Seminar this Weekend
 
The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled
“How the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible
about what we have done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where their
policies have been intrusive.
 
The governor has indicated she wants to talk about energy/environment, education (NCLB waivers),
health care/ObamaCare. And I’m sure she’d appreciate any other info we have in other areas.
 
I know everyone is busy. Is the policy shop able to give us some assistance on this? We basically
need 1-2 page briefs on each of these areas, which would include what the feds are doing, how it
affects Oklahoma, what we’ve done to fight/circumvent that, etc.
It doesn’t necessarily have to be what the governor’s office is doing, it can be what the AG’s office is
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doing as well (my next email is to them) or any other office in state government.
 
Let me know pls if anyone over there is able to help out on this or if you have any pre-prepared
material. I think at one point you guys gave the gov a memo on federal overreach. Thanks.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: HHS NEWS: States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance Exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:26:00 PM

States receiving funding today include: Alabama, Arizona, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa,
Maine, Michigan, Nebraska, New Mexico, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Vermont.
 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:26 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: HHS NEWS: States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance
Exchanges
 
Who got the grants?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 04:22 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: FW: HHS NEWS: States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance
Exchanges 
 
FYI Jim Myers sent this to me as just a “heads up”
 

From: Joy-Bush, Keya A. (CMS/OEA) [mailto:keya.joy-bush@cms.hhs.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 11:04 AM
Subject: HHS NEWS: States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance
Exchanges
 
 

HHS NEWS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                               Contact:  HHS Press Office
Tuesday, November 29, 2011                                                                                                            (202) 690-6343
 
 
States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance Exchanges

 
More than half of states now creating marketplaces to help millions of families and small

businesses buy insurance
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today awarded nearly $220 million in
Affordable Insurance Exchange grants to 13 states to help them create Exchanges, giving
these states more flexibility and resources to implement the Affordable Care Act.  The health
care reform law gives states the freedom to design Affordable Insurance Exchanges – one-
stop marketplaces where consumers can choose a private health insurance plan that fits their
health needs and have the same kinds of insurance choices as members of Congress.
 
The Department also released several Frequently Asked Questions providing answers to key
questions states need to know as they work to set up these new marketplaces. Critical among
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these are that states that run Exchanges have more options than originally proposed when it
comes to determining eligibility for tax credits and Medicaid.  And states have more time to
apply for “Level One” Exchange grants.
 
Today’s awards bring to 29 the number of states that are making significant progress in
creating Affordable Insurance Exchanges.  States receiving funding today include: Alabama,
Arizona, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, Nebraska, New Mexico, Rhode
Island, Tennessee, and Vermont.
 
“We are committed to giving states the flexibility to implement the Affordable Care Act in
the way that works for them,” HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius said.  “Exchanges will give
consumers more choices and make it easy to compare and shop for insurance plans.”

 
In the new Exchanges, insurers will provide new information such as an easy-to-understand
summary of benefits and costs to consumers. The level of detail will sharpen competition
between carriers which will drive costs down.
 
HHS also released today a set of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in anticipation of state
legislative sessions beginning in January. Answers will help advance state policy
development for Exchanges.  For example, they clarify that Exchange grants can be used to
build a state Exchange that is operational after 2014; that state-based Exchanges will not be
charged for accessing Federal data needed to run Exchanges in 2014; and that state insurance
rules and operations will continue even if the Federal government is facilitating an Exchange
in the state.  HHS will also allow greater flexibility in eligibility determinations, allowing, for
example, a state-based Exchange to permit the Federal government to determine eligibility
for premium tax credits. 
 
Of the 13 states awarded grants today, 12 are receiving Level One grants, which provide one
year of funding to states that have already made progress using their Exchange planning
grant.  The 13th state, Rhode Island, is receiving the first Level Two grant, which provides
multi-year funding to states further along in the planning process.
 
Forty-nine states and the District of Columbia have already received planning grants, and 45
states have consulted with consumer advocates and insurance companies.  Thirteen states
have passed legislation to create an Exchange. 
 
States have many opportunities to apply for funding. To accommodate state legislative
sessions and to give states more time to apply, HHS also announced a six-month extension
for Level One establishment grant applications.  Applications now will be accepted until June
29, 2012 (the original deadline was December 30, 2011).
 
For the FAQs, visit http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#hie.
 
For more information on Affordable Insurance Exchanges, visit
http://www.HealthCare.gov/law/features/choices/exchanges/index.html
 
For more information on the states receiving grants, visit
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges05232011a.html
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Note: All HHS press releases, fact sheets and other press materials are available at
http://www.hhs.gov/news
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin"s Flip-Flop on Pres. Obama"s Healthcare Plan
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 4:09:21 PM

Yes, no flipflopping

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 03:52 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin's Flip-Flop on      Pres. Obama's Healthcare Plan

I think we want to say there has been no flip flop on obamacare - she voted against it and has always
been against it.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 3:48 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin's Flip-Flop on Pres. Obama's Healthcare Plan

Do we want to respond to this? 

Possible response:  "As Governor Fallin has stated all along, her ultimate goal has been to prevent the
implementation of the president's federal health care exchange in Oklahoma and the Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network will do just that while offering a free market-based network to increase
access to affordable health insurance for Oklahoma families and small businesses."

-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara Hoberock [mailto:Barbara.Hoberock@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 3:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin's Flip-Flop on Pres. Obama's Healthcare Plan

Does Fallin want to respond to this?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the MessageLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin"s Flip-Flop on Pres. Obama"s Healthcare Plan
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 4:09:39 PM

I agree. Add katie's addition to aarons quote and send

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 03:52 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin's Flip-Flop on      Pres. Obama's Healthcare Plan

I think we want to say there has been no flip flop on obamacare - she voted against it and has always
been against it.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 3:48 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin's Flip-Flop on Pres. Obama's Healthcare Plan

Do we want to respond to this? 

Possible response:  "As Governor Fallin has stated all along, her ultimate goal has been to prevent the
implementation of the president's federal health care exchange in Oklahoma and the Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network will do just that while offering a free market-based network to increase
access to affordable health insurance for Oklahoma families and small businesses."

-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara Hoberock [mailto:Barbara.Hoberock@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 3:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: House Democrats Puzzled by Gov. Fallin's Flip-Flop on Pres. Obama's Healthcare Plan

Does Fallin want to respond to this?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the MessageLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman
Subject: RE: I can"t believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 4:40:00 PM

Yeah lets hold off for a few days but follow up.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 1:35 PM
To: Cody Inman; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
We did put out a press release on that subject which you are free to borrow from. I am working on
some more language regarding this issue however so you might want to wait a day or two and see
what we come up with
 

State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early
Innovator Grant” to Support an Oklahoma-based

Health Insurance Exchange
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in announcing
that the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help design and implement the
information technology infrastructure to operate an Oklahoma health insurance exchange.
Fallin listed the creation of such an exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the
State address earlier this month. She and others announced their support for the grant after
working with state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant, I am happy
to say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent with our mission to design
and implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance exchange.  That exchange will empower
consumers and help individuals and small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable,
quality health insurance plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its
citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many people face
in obtaining health insurance and allow many more Oklahomans to become insured. This
would not only improve the overall health of our state, it will also empower and equip
patients to invest in their own healthcare needs and outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health care needs
are best found through market-based principals of choice and competition.  The health
insurance exchange empowers Oklahomans with those free-market tools.  This early
innovator grant will allow Oklahoma to put in place the necessary technological
infrastructure that makes these plans accessible to citizens of our state.” 
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Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its industry,
consumer protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important role in the design and
implementation of a health insurance exchange. I and Deputy Commissioner of Health
Insurance Mike Rhoads will take a lead in making sure insurance agents and brokers have a
voice in setting up the health insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin
in facilitating meetings throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from
licensed insurance agents and brokers.”
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will Oklahoma be
engaged in a transformational process in developing our own health insurance exchange, we
have an opportunity to be a model for the country, and we are pleased to take on that
challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This state being one
of only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this nation.  Our online enrollment and
other access initiatives predated federal health reform and have now afforded us the
opportunity to build a system fit for this state and its citizens.”
 

##
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:46 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
Do we have a specific response on the $54 million “Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government?
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:42 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
I would check with Andrew or Alex and see if there is a response to this.  I know we have heard this
from constituents via phone. I have just thanked them for their call.  I would see if GMF has
responded to any of these comments in her public appearances, if not, we probably need to draft a
response that explains the grant. 
 
Keili
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:07 AM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
General Thank you for your opinion response?
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From: Steve Jackson [mailto:windyheat@valornet.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:00 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
Governor Fallin:
 
I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the
federal government to establish an Oklahoma-based Health Insurance
Exchange.  In a time when states need to declare 10th Amendment Sovereignty
and be weaned away from the federal "breast", I can't believe that the
Governor of Oklahoma decides to take "free" monies from the federal
government, which is BROKE, to enslave us to a president who seems to want to
destroy this country in every way he can.
 
I did not vote for you.  I'm trying to back you, but when I see you do things
like this, I wonder how you got enough votes to be governor.  I'm willing to give
you a chance, but this is a big mistake.  You need to send that money back to
D.C.  Yes, Oklahoma would like the money but not at the expense of our future. 
ObamaCare is no good.  It can't be revised.  There is absolutely nothing good in
it.  It needs to be totally destroyed, but in the mean time, Oklahoma does not
need to have a chain around our neck.
 
Sincerely,
Steve Jackson
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Cody Inman; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: I can"t believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 1:33:24 PM

We did put out a press release on that subject which you are free to borrow from. I am working on
some more language regarding this issue however so you might want to wait a day or two and see
what we come up with
 

State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early
Innovator Grant” to Support an Oklahoma-based

Health Insurance Exchange
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in announcing
that the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help design and implement the
information technology infrastructure to operate an Oklahoma health insurance exchange.
Fallin listed the creation of such an exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the
State address earlier this month. She and others announced their support for the grant after
working with state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant, I am happy
to say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent with our mission to design
and implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance exchange.  That exchange will empower
consumers and help individuals and small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable,
quality health insurance plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its
citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many people face
in obtaining health insurance and allow many more Oklahomans to become insured. This
would not only improve the overall health of our state, it will also empower and equip
patients to invest in their own healthcare needs and outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health care needs
are best found through market-based principals of choice and competition.  The health
insurance exchange empowers Oklahomans with those free-market tools.  This early
innovator grant will allow Oklahoma to put in place the necessary technological
infrastructure that makes these plans accessible to citizens of our state.” 
 
Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its industry,
consumer protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important role in the design and
implementation of a health insurance exchange. I and Deputy Commissioner of Health
Insurance Mike Rhoads will take a lead in making sure insurance agents and brokers have a
voice in setting up the health insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin
in facilitating meetings throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from
licensed insurance agents and brokers.”
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Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will Oklahoma be
engaged in a transformational process in developing our own health insurance exchange, we
have an opportunity to be a model for the country, and we are pleased to take on that
challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This state being one
of only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this nation.  Our online enrollment and
other access initiatives predated federal health reform and have now afforded us the
opportunity to build a system fit for this state and its citizens.”
 

##
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:46 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
Do we have a specific response on the $54 million “Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government?
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:42 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
I would check with Andrew or Alex and see if there is a response to this.  I know we have heard this
from constituents via phone. I have just thanked them for their call.  I would see if GMF has
responded to any of these comments in her public appearances, if not, we probably need to draft a
response that explains the grant. 
 
Keili
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:07 AM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
General Thank you for your opinion response?
 

From: Steve Jackson [mailto:windyheat@valornet.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:00 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
Governor Fallin:
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I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the
federal government to establish an Oklahoma-based Health Insurance
Exchange.  In a time when states need to declare 10th Amendment Sovereignty
and be weaned away from the federal "breast", I can't believe that the
Governor of Oklahoma decides to take "free" monies from the federal
government, which is BROKE, to enslave us to a president who seems to want to
destroy this country in every way he can.
 
I did not vote for you.  I'm trying to back you, but when I see you do things
like this, I wonder how you got enough votes to be governor.  I'm willing to give
you a chance, but this is a big mistake.  You need to send that money back to
D.C.  Yes, Oklahoma would like the money but not at the expense of our future. 
ObamaCare is no good.  It can't be revised.  There is absolutely nothing good in
it.  It needs to be totally destroyed, but in the mean time, Oklahoma does not
need to have a chain around our neck.
 
Sincerely,
Steve Jackson
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "maryfallin ; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: In Case You Missed It: Shopping for health insurance to find a bargain
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:13:43 AM

We did send to Legislature and media.
 
From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Maryfallin ] 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:14 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: Re: In Case You Missed It: Shopping for health insurance to find a bargain 
 
Good
Can we circulate this to legislators or etc

Mary Fallin

On Mar 24, 2011, at 9:14 AM, Governor Fallin Press <  wrote:

In Case You Missed It

KJRH: Shopping for health
insurance to find a bargain
Business is good for Scott Trizza. He's one of the owners of Old School

Bagel Cafe, but as a small business there are challenges, like providing

health insurance. It's a perk, they can't afford to do. In fact, Trizza doesn't

even have health insurance.

"I'm healthy, and I just pay the doctor when I'm there, and it saves me

money that way," said Trizza.

He says he's been to the doctor twice in 20 years.

Trizza's story isn't uncommon. Many Americans opt not to have health

insurance, but a new initiative is working to change that. 

"You can have access to affordable, high-quality health insurance for you

and your family," said Oklahoma's Commissioner of Health Terry Cline,

Ph.D.

In about a year and a half, you'll be able to go online and see a list of all

the possible policies you can get. You can think of it as an online market

place. Where insurance is for sale.

"You can go online. You would be able to see what is available. You
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would be able to see what those options are. You'd be able to see
what the coverage was. You'd be able to see what the cost was, and
you'd be able to compare that with other plans," said Cline.

It's something the state's been working on since President George W
Bush's administration. In fact, Oklahoma is so ahead of the game it
was one of seven states that received a federal grant to create the
insurance market place.

"We're not being forced to do this. We're not following a pack. We're

actually leaders in this field," said Cline.

While Oklahoma was already working on the project, the health care
reform that passed last year requires states to come up with their
own market place of sorts, or the feds will come in and do it for them.

"If we don't do that, then there will be some controls that are, kind of,
implemented for us," said Cline.

As a business man, Trizza says competition is a good thing.

"I like where I can pick the items that I think would benefit me the most,

and I would be willing to pay that for, like you know, insurance against

something catastrophic," said Trizza.

Plus, he says, it gives his employees choices too.

"They can shop, and it's theirs. They own it. They maintain it," said Trizza. 

After 20 years of not having insurance, this new market place has a new

customer.

"I'll shop around. I most definitely will," said Trizza.

The state of Oklahoma is suing the federal government over parts of its

mandated health care reform. 

Officials say the health insurance exchange that the state is working on,

shouldn't factor into it.

 

 

Alex Weintz

Communications Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

phone: (405) 522-8819

cell: (405) 535-7317
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Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Insurance Department
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 2:41:00 PM

Okie doke
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2012 2:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Insurance Department
 
Brian King, spokesperson for the OK Insurance Department is going to give you guys a call to try and
maybe coordinate message/response re/ Supreme Court decision re/ Obamacare
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Insurance Department
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 2:42:00 PM

FYI I am telling anyone who asks we are putting out our own release, not a joint one. I’m happy to
share our draft statement with him
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2012 2:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Insurance Department
 
Brian King, spokesperson for the OK Insurance Department is going to give you guys a call to try and
maybe coordinate message/response re/ Supreme Court decision re/ Obamacare
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request
Date: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 3:00:24 PM

I think we agreed that she should because these private sector folks were going to be taking the lead
now...

Katie-is that correct?
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 02:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request 
 
Denise, when I asked GMF about this meeting request she wanted me to ask if you and Katie
thought she should be involved.
 
Meeting Date Requested:  August 2 (A.M. only) or August 4 (A.M. only) or Auguust 5
(anytime)
 
Purpose of Meeting (Please be Specific):  Meet with insurance experts/ industry leaders to
get their input on how a free market insurance exchange should be structured.
 
Topics to be Discussed: Discussion on how to best move on the concept of a free market
driven health insurance exchange to the requirements of ObamaCare in the event it is not
repealed by Congress.
 
Names/Titles of Attendees: Richard Todd, CEO Community Care; Bill Hancock,
Government Affairs, Community Care; Ron Peterson, Lobbyist Community Care; Bert
Marshall, CEO Blue Cross; Tammie Kilpatrick, Lobbyist Blue Cross
 
Name of Requestor: Ron Peterson
 
Phone Number:  
 
 
Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Tammie Wright; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request
Date: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 2:52:24 PM

Yes!
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 02:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request 
 
Denise, when I asked GMF about this meeting request she wanted me to ask if you and Katie
thought she should be involved.
 
Meeting Date Requested:  August 2 (A.M. only) or August 4 (A.M. only) or Auguust 5
(anytime)
 
Purpose of Meeting (Please be Specific):  Meet with insurance experts/ industry leaders to
get their input on how a free market insurance exchange should be structured.
 
Topics to be Discussed: Discussion on how to best move on the concept of a free market
driven health insurance exchange to the requirements of ObamaCare in the event it is not
repealed by Congress.
 
Names/Titles of Attendees: Richard Todd, CEO Community Care; Bill Hancock,
Government Affairs, Community Care; Ron Peterson, Lobbyist Community Care; Bert
Marshall, CEO Blue Cross; Tammie Kilpatrick, Lobbyist Blue Cross
 
Name of Requestor: Ron Peterson
 
Phone Number:  
 
 
Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request
Date: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 3:01:08 PM

Yes
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 03:00 PM
To: Tammie Wright; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request 
 
I think we agreed that she should because these private sector folks were going to be taking the lead
now...

Katie-is that correct?
 
From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 02:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: insurance experts/ industry leaders meeting request 
 
Denise, when I asked GMF about this meeting request she wanted me to ask if you and Katie
thought she should be involved.
 
Meeting Date Requested:  August 2 (A.M. only) or August 4 (A.M. only) or Auguust 5
(anytime)
 
Purpose of Meeting (Please be Specific):  Meet with insurance experts/ industry leaders to
get their input on how a free market insurance exchange should be structured.
 
Topics to be Discussed: Discussion on how to best move on the concept of a free market
driven health insurance exchange to the requirements of ObamaCare in the event it is not
repealed by Congress.
 
Names/Titles of Attendees: Richard Todd, CEO Community Care; Bill Hancock,
Government Affairs, Community Care; Ron Peterson, Lobbyist Community Care; Bert
Marshall, CEO Blue Cross; Tammie Kilpatrick, Lobbyist Blue Cross
 
Name of Requestor: Ron Peterson
 
Phone Number:  
 
 
Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bob Sands
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:54:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

The constituent correspondence is certainly Open Records and we will get those to you. This is the first time you
have requested those.
 
We have had hundreds, if not thousands, of voice messages on the issue of health insurance exchanges and
Medicaid expansion (as the chart I sent you shows). Does your voicemail system allow you to store thousands
of voicemails? Ours does not. We must listen to them and then delete them, otherwise no one else can leave
voicemails.
 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thank you for the statistics.  I have to also say I know of no voice mail system that allows you to listen to a
message and determine what the caller had to say that then cannot save that message to be listened to again. 
Even the most primitive answering machine could do that.   I have to ask then what kind of system are you using
because otherwise it sounds like you listened to the messages and then made the decision to erase them.  That
would be contrary to the Open Records Law.  I realize you have had recent issues with the law and do not want
to add to those problems but I have to tell you,  your explanation so far falls short of explaining why citizen
messages to the chief executive of the state of Oklahoma cannot be maintained as required by the Open
Records Law. 
 
How about emails, I would consider those to be an Open Record also so are those available instead?
 
Thank you for your assistance so far
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer
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7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:26:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
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matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer
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7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:52:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Our office will contact you when its ready and let you know how to pick it up. they may be able to
send a significant portion of it digitally.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request
compiled by the end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference
the Fox News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we
can’t do them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent
her side in this matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111
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405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and
take questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from
conservative corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request
compiled by the end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference
the Fox News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we
can’t do them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent
her side in this matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and
take questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from
conservative corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
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To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "bsands@oeta.tv"
Subject: Re: interview request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and
take questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from
conservative corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:02:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

On another note, for the purposes of your story, I am available today to discuss Medicaid expansion, insurance
exchanges, the deliberative process within the governor’s office, or Open Records. If you have questions, please
ask them. My desk is 405-522-8819 and my cell phone is 405-535-7317
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thank you for the statistics.  I have to also say I know of no voice mail system that allows you to listen to a
message and determine what the caller had to say that then cannot save that message to be listened to again. 
Even the most primitive answering machine could do that.   I have to ask then what kind of system are you using
because otherwise it sounds like you listened to the messages and then made the decision to erase them.  That
would be contrary to the Open Records Law.  I realize you have had recent issues with the law and do not want
to add to those problems but I have to tell you,  your explanation so far falls short of explaining why citizen
messages to the chief executive of the state of Oklahoma cannot be maintained as required by the Open
Records Law. 
 
How about emails, I would consider those to be an Open Record also so are those available instead?
 
Thank you for your assistance so far
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
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However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Cc: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 4:09:04 PM
Attachments: image001.png

“opinion pages and blogs have been almost all negative”
 
We should give him the call logs and the recordings!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Denise Northrup; Cody Inman
Subject: Fw: interview request
 
Open records requests regarding recorded phone calls w constituents re: medicaid expansion and or
exchange 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:22:41 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below:
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer
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7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Phil Cross
Subject: RE: Interview?
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:38:00 PM

Statement regarding health insurance exchanges below, attributable to me. I'm not sure who to point
you to in terms of in-state efforts but I'll think on it.

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that increases
access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally responsible.
Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what options best
serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

-----Original Message-----
From: Phil Cross [mailto:pcross@sbgnet.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Interview?

Alex,

Is it going to be possible to interview the governor today about the election results?  One thing another
Republican leader told me last night is going to be a big issue we have to immediately deal with is the
health care exchanges...hoping we can talk about all the consequences of the national elections on
Oklahoma.

Thanks,
Phil

Phil Cross
Investigative Reporter
FOX 25
(c) 405-205-9058
pcross@sbgnet.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Phil Cross
Subject: RE: Interview?
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:24:00 PM

Phil - Sorry to say I cant make any interviews happen today but I will send you a statement re: health
insurance exchange

-----Original Message-----
From: Phil Cross [mailto:pcross@sbgnet.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Interview?

Alex,

Is it going to be possible to interview the governor today about the election results?  One thing another
Republican leader told me last night is going to be a big issue we have to immediately deal with is the
health care exchanges...hoping we can talk about all the consequences of the national elections on
Oklahoma.

Thanks,
Phil

Phil Cross
Investigative Reporter
FOX 25
(c) 405-205-9058
pcross@sbgnet.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; "denisenorthrup "; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Interview?
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 1:52:37 PM

Do we want to punt this to cline?

----- Original Message -----
From: Phil Cross [mailto:pcross@sbgnet.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 01:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Interview?

Thanks for the reply...besides the governor, any policy experts that
might be available to talk about it outside a statement?

Thanks,
Phil

Phil Cross
Fox 25 News
Investigative Reporter
(405) 205-9058
pcross@sbgnet.com

On 11/7/2012 12:24 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:
> Phil - Sorry to say I cant make any interviews happen today but I will send you a statement re:
health insurance exchange
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Phil Cross [mailto:pcross@sbgnet.com]
> Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 8:33 AM
> To: Alex Weintz
> Subject: Interview?
>
> Alex,
>
> Is it going to be possible to interview the governor today about the election results?  One thing
another Republican leader told me last night is going to be a big issue we have to immediately deal with
is the health care exchanges...hoping we can talk about all the consequences of the national elections
on Oklahoma.
>
> Thanks,
> Phil
>
> Phil Cross
> Investigative Reporter
> FOX 25
> (c) 405-205-9058
> pcross@sbgnet.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Phil Cross
Subject: RE: Interview?
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:40:00 PM

Phil this version corrects a typo in my previous statement:

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that increases
access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally responsible.
Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what options best
serve their citizens, as is responsible.” - Alex Weintz
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:23:55 AM

I don’t think we should do it
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Any decisions made on this?
I’m sure we could make it work if we had to but it seems off-topic. We’re there for red meat
messaging on the economy and this is a bipartisan women’s group talking about health issues which
we have been involved with. Plus if any media cover it the first questions they will ask, as Andrew
alluded to, will be all about the “war on women” and abortion etc etc
Seems like a lot of work also for an event that, I assume, will not be particularly high profile or high
reward
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Yeah, I agree. Could easily turn into something in reproductive health. 

On Aug 17, 2012, at 15:18, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Need to think about this before we accept…
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Denise, I’m so sorry, I thought Robin Read/our President, was calling you yesterday to

discuss, my apologies.
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Basically, with the state of the current healthcare debate and the fact that no one knows

for sure which way the tides will turn this election and later outcomes, our leadership

decided that there are too many unmet needs in women’s healthcare to allow politics to

deter the treatment and unique needs of women.  As far as topic area, brief speaking

program will touch on women’s health care and unmet needs in women’s health care,

  NFWL’s current Chair, State Representative Gayle Harrell (R-FL), will touch upon how

whether Obamacare is upheld after the election or its repealed and we are post-

obamacare, regardless, we must have an increased focus on areas of concern in

women’s health etc. (sorry, not nearly as eloquently put as it should be, I’m rushing out

the door to an appointment I apologize).  There will be some discussion on some specific

areas in women’s health (i.e. urology etc.) at the event – but this event is just a pre-

cursor to our upcoming Annual Conference (November, after election) where discussion

and dialogue will be in-depth with new solutions introduced, etc.

 

Governor Fallin is the most visible and well-respected Republican woman to serve in the

highest statewide office, and given her leadership and involvement with NFWL from her

days in state legislature to lt. gov. to Congress, to gov. – she understands how the

different levels of government work to address healthcare and has always been an

advocate of sensible solutions so her presence would be instrumental in elevating

NFWL’s efforts to bring the discussion of unmet needs in women’s health to the forfront.

 

Additionally, Robin Read’s cell is  and she says not to hesitate to call on

her any time as well.  I hope this info is helpful and again, my apologies for the delay.

 

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Jennifer Rosen; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer – any more info you can give me on the womens health initiative you are
unveiling at that event would be helpful!
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Thanks Denise!  I know you have many logistics to coordinate, especially with the

Governor being a featured speaker at the Convention, so we double appreciate that you

are considering this request!!

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: 'jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org'; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Working on it this week, thanks!
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From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:05 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women 
 
Good afternoon Dana and Denise,

 

I just wanted to loop back around with you to see if you’ve had a chance yet to determine

the Governor’s schedule at the GOP Convention, and whether or not she will be able to

join our elected women to receive this award.  Thank you for considering this request, we

are grateful!

 

Regards,

Jennifer

 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 2:00 PM
To: Jennifer Rosen
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer - many thanks for the email and for wanting to recognize governor Fallin's
leadership.  I've CCed Dana in scheduling and our Chief who are managing the
convention schedule/details.  
 
Many thanks!
Andrew

On Aug 2, 2012, at 13:44, "Jennifer Rosen" <jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org>
wrote:

Andrew, our elected women would like to present the Governor with a

Leadership Award at the end of the month, if she plans to be in Tampa for

the Convention!

 

 
August 2, 2012
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am so pleased to report that the National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) will roll out a new Women’s Health Initiative at
a special Lunch Reception hosted by NFWL during the GOP
Convention! 
 
In honor of this occasion, our elected women would like to
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recognize your efforts to promote sound healthcare policy by
presenting you with NFWL’s Leadership Award for Women’s
Health Advocacy. If you plan to travel to Tampa during the
Convention, we very much hope you will join us for this special
event to receive this Award and provide brief remarks to the
audience of elected women from across the nation who will be
gathered in support of this timely initiative.  The details for the
gathering are as follows:
 

Event: National Foundation for Women Legislators’ Lunch
Reception &

Women’s Health Initiative Launch (By Invitation
Only)

 
Date:   Tuesday, August 28, 2012
 
Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm
 
Location:  Center For Advanced Medical Learning And

Simulation
124 South Franklin Street, Tampa, FL 33602 
*Just a few blocks from the Convention Center and Tampa

Bay Times Forum!
 
Elected women from all levels of government will be present at this
Lunch Reception, where NFWL will announce the launch of the
Foundation’s Women’s Health Initiative.  Key partners will be
present at this hub for medical advancement to help usher in an
initiative that will highlight areas of unmet need in women’s health
and the need to bring innovative solutions to the forefront and
change the face of healthcare for all women.
 
As healthcare has been at the forefront of policy debate over the last
few years, NFWL has recognized a growing need to empower
elected women in every state, not with just the facts, but also with
the solutions.   Our leaders want to effectively meet the needs of
women and implement innovative and cost-effective treatments that
will drastically improve the current and future physical health of
women.  The timing for the launch of this initiative is not a
coincidence – regardless of the results at the polls in November,
NFWL is committed to ensuring that the dialogue centered on
healthcare for women is inclusive and productive and that your
constituents know how important it is to you that we adopt the right
healthcare solutions.  This launch will be followed-up with a
comprehensive program at NFWL’s Annual Conference, which will
be hosted after the election, November 15-19, in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Your presence at this event is critical.  If you plan to be in Tampa on
August 28th, I very much hope you will join us to say a few words
to your colleagues from across the nation.  If a member of your staff
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could kindly confirm your participation to Jennifer Rosen, NFWL’s
Director of Policy & Communications, as soon as possible, I would
be grateful.  Jennifer may be reached by email at
Jennifer_Rosen@womenlegislators.org.  I look forward to seeing
you in Tampa!
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Read
President & CEO, NFWL
 

 

 

Jennifer Rosen

Director, Policy & Communications

National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL)

910 16th Street NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC  20006

Tel: (202) 293-3040 ext.1008 or ext.0

Fax: (202) 293-5430

Cell: (845) 

 

www.womenlegislators.org

 

NFWL has gone SOCIAL - Follow us on Linkedin, Facebook, and
Twitter!
 
SAVE THE DATE - NFWL's ANNUAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 15th-
19th in ATLANTA, GA!
 

<Fallin, Mary AWARD Recipient invite NFWL GOP Event
8.28.12.pdf>
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:14:29 AM

Any decisions made on this?
I’m sure we could make it work if we had to but it seems off-topic. We’re there for red meat
messaging on the economy and this is a bipartisan women’s group talking about health issues which
we have been involved with. Plus if any media cover it the first questions they will ask, as Andrew
alluded to, will be all about the “war on women” and abortion etc etc
Seems like a lot of work also for an event that, I assume, will not be particularly high profile or high
reward
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Yeah, I agree. Could easily turn into something in reproductive health. 

On Aug 17, 2012, at 15:18, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Need to think about this before we accept…
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Denise, I’m so sorry, I thought Robin Read/our President, was calling you yesterday to

discuss, my apologies.

 

Basically, with the state of the current healthcare debate and the fact that no one knows

for sure which way the tides will turn this election and later outcomes, our leadership

decided that there are too many unmet needs in women’s healthcare to allow politics to

deter the treatment and unique needs of women.  As far as topic area, brief speaking

program will touch on women’s health care and unmet needs in women’s health care,

  NFWL’s current Chair, State Representative Gayle Harrell (R-FL), will touch upon how

whether Obamacare is upheld after the election or its repealed and we are post-

obamacare, regardless, we must have an increased focus on areas of concern in

women’s health etc. (sorry, not nearly as eloquently put as it should be, I’m rushing out

the door to an appointment I apologize).  There will be some discussion on some specific

areas in women’s health (i.e. urology etc.) at the event – but this event is just a pre-

cursor to our upcoming Annual Conference (November, after election) where discussion

and dialogue will be in-depth with new solutions introduced, etc.

 

Governor Fallin is the most visible and well-respected Republican woman to serve in the
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highest statewide office, and given her leadership and involvement with NFWL from her

days in state legislature to lt. gov. to Congress, to gov. – she understands how the

different levels of government work to address healthcare and has always been an

advocate of sensible solutions so her presence would be instrumental in elevating

NFWL’s efforts to bring the discussion of unmet needs in women’s health to the forfront.

 

Additionally, Robin Read’s cell is  and she says not to hesitate to call on

her any time as well.  I hope this info is helpful and again, my apologies for the delay.

 

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Jennifer Rosen; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer – any more info you can give me on the womens health initiative you are
unveiling at that event would be helpful!
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Thanks Denise!  I know you have many logistics to coordinate, especially with the

Governor being a featured speaker at the Convention, so we double appreciate that you

are considering this request!!

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: 'jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org'; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Working on it this week, thanks!
 
From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:05 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women 
 
Good afternoon Dana and Denise,

 

I just wanted to loop back around with you to see if you’ve had a chance yet to determine

the Governor’s schedule at the GOP Convention, and whether or not she will be able to

join our elected women to receive this award.  Thank you for considering this request, we

are grateful!

 

Regards,

Jennifer
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From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 2:00 PM
To: Jennifer Rosen
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer - many thanks for the email and for wanting to recognize governor Fallin's
leadership.  I've CCed Dana in scheduling and our Chief who are managing the
convention schedule/details.  
 
Many thanks!
Andrew

On Aug 2, 2012, at 13:44, "Jennifer Rosen" <jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org>
wrote:

Andrew, our elected women would like to present the Governor with a

Leadership Award at the end of the month, if she plans to be in Tampa for

the Convention!

 

 
August 2, 2012
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am so pleased to report that the National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) will roll out a new Women’s Health Initiative at
a special Lunch Reception hosted by NFWL during the GOP
Convention! 
 
In honor of this occasion, our elected women would like to
recognize your efforts to promote sound healthcare policy by
presenting you with NFWL’s Leadership Award for Women’s
Health Advocacy. If you plan to travel to Tampa during the
Convention, we very much hope you will join us for this special
event to receive this Award and provide brief remarks to the
audience of elected women from across the nation who will be
gathered in support of this timely initiative.  The details for the
gathering are as follows:
 

Event: National Foundation for Women Legislators’ Lunch
Reception &

Women’s Health Initiative Launch (By Invitation
Only)
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Date:   Tuesday, August 28, 2012
 
Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm
 
Location:  Center For Advanced Medical Learning And

Simulation
124 South Franklin Street, Tampa, FL 33602 
*Just a few blocks from the Convention Center and Tampa

Bay Times Forum!
 
Elected women from all levels of government will be present at this
Lunch Reception, where NFWL will announce the launch of the
Foundation’s Women’s Health Initiative.  Key partners will be
present at this hub for medical advancement to help usher in an
initiative that will highlight areas of unmet need in women’s health
and the need to bring innovative solutions to the forefront and
change the face of healthcare for all women.
 
As healthcare has been at the forefront of policy debate over the last
few years, NFWL has recognized a growing need to empower
elected women in every state, not with just the facts, but also with
the solutions.   Our leaders want to effectively meet the needs of
women and implement innovative and cost-effective treatments that
will drastically improve the current and future physical health of
women.  The timing for the launch of this initiative is not a
coincidence – regardless of the results at the polls in November,
NFWL is committed to ensuring that the dialogue centered on
healthcare for women is inclusive and productive and that your
constituents know how important it is to you that we adopt the right
healthcare solutions.  This launch will be followed-up with a
comprehensive program at NFWL’s Annual Conference, which will
be hosted after the election, November 15-19, in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Your presence at this event is critical.  If you plan to be in Tampa on
August 28th, I very much hope you will join us to say a few words
to your colleagues from across the nation.  If a member of your staff
could kindly confirm your participation to Jennifer Rosen, NFWL’s
Director of Policy & Communications, as soon as possible, I would
be grateful.  Jennifer may be reached by email at
Jennifer_Rosen@womenlegislators.org.  I look forward to seeing
you in Tampa!
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Read
President & CEO, NFWL
 

 

 

Jennifer Rosen

Director, Policy & Communications
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National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL)

910 16th Street NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC  20006

Tel: (202) 293-3040 ext.1008 or ext.0

Fax: (202) 293-5430

Cell: (845) 

 

www.womenlegislators.org

 

NFWL has gone SOCIAL - Follow us on Linkedin, Facebook, and
Twitter!
 
SAVE THE DATE - NFWL's ANNUAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 15th-
19th in ATLANTA, GA!
 

<Fallin, Mary AWARD Recipient invite NFWL GOP Event
8.28.12.pdf>
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:14:00 AM

Any decisions made on this?
I’m sure we could make it work if we had to but it seems off-topic. We’re there for red meat
messaging on the economy and this is a bipartisan women’s group talking about health issues which
we have been involved with. Plus if any media cover it the first questions they will ask, as Andrew
alluded to, will be all about the “war on women” and abortion etc etc
Seems like a lot of work also for an event that, I assume, will not be particularly high profile or high
reward
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Yeah, I agree. Could easily turn into something in reproductive health. 

On Aug 17, 2012, at 15:18, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Need to think about this before we accept…
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Denise, I’m so sorry, I thought Robin Read/our President, was calling you yesterday to

discuss, my apologies.

 

Basically, with the state of the current healthcare debate and the fact that no one knows

for sure which way the tides will turn this election and later outcomes, our leadership

decided that there are too many unmet needs in women’s healthcare to allow politics to

deter the treatment and unique needs of women.  As far as topic area, brief speaking

program will touch on women’s health care and unmet needs in women’s health care,

  NFWL’s current Chair, State Representative Gayle Harrell (R-FL), will touch upon how

whether Obamacare is upheld after the election or its repealed and we are post-

obamacare, regardless, we must have an increased focus on areas of concern in

women’s health etc. (sorry, not nearly as eloquently put as it should be, I’m rushing out

the door to an appointment I apologize).  There will be some discussion on some specific

areas in women’s health (i.e. urology etc.) at the event – but this event is just a pre-

cursor to our upcoming Annual Conference (November, after election) where discussion

and dialogue will be in-depth with new solutions introduced, etc.

 

Governor Fallin is the most visible and well-respected Republican woman to serve in the
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highest statewide office, and given her leadership and involvement with NFWL from her

days in state legislature to lt. gov. to Congress, to gov. – she understands how the

different levels of government work to address healthcare and has always been an

advocate of sensible solutions so her presence would be instrumental in elevating

NFWL’s efforts to bring the discussion of unmet needs in women’s health to the forfront.

 

Additionally, Robin Read’s cell is  and she says not to hesitate to call on

her any time as well.  I hope this info is helpful and again, my apologies for the delay.

 

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Jennifer Rosen; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer – any more info you can give me on the womens health initiative you are
unveiling at that event would be helpful!
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Thanks Denise!  I know you have many logistics to coordinate, especially with the

Governor being a featured speaker at the Convention, so we double appreciate that you

are considering this request!!

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: 'jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org'; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Working on it this week, thanks!
 
From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:05 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women 
 
Good afternoon Dana and Denise,

 

I just wanted to loop back around with you to see if you’ve had a chance yet to determine

the Governor’s schedule at the GOP Convention, and whether or not she will be able to

join our elected women to receive this award.  Thank you for considering this request, we

are grateful!

 

Regards,

Jennifer
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From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 2:00 PM
To: Jennifer Rosen
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer - many thanks for the email and for wanting to recognize governor Fallin's
leadership.  I've CCed Dana in scheduling and our Chief who are managing the
convention schedule/details.  
 
Many thanks!
Andrew

On Aug 2, 2012, at 13:44, "Jennifer Rosen" <jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org>
wrote:

Andrew, our elected women would like to present the Governor with a

Leadership Award at the end of the month, if she plans to be in Tampa for

the Convention!

 

 
August 2, 2012
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am so pleased to report that the National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) will roll out a new Women’s Health Initiative at
a special Lunch Reception hosted by NFWL during the GOP
Convention! 
 
In honor of this occasion, our elected women would like to
recognize your efforts to promote sound healthcare policy by
presenting you with NFWL’s Leadership Award for Women’s
Health Advocacy. If you plan to travel to Tampa during the
Convention, we very much hope you will join us for this special
event to receive this Award and provide brief remarks to the
audience of elected women from across the nation who will be
gathered in support of this timely initiative.  The details for the
gathering are as follows:
 

Event: National Foundation for Women Legislators’ Lunch
Reception &

Women’s Health Initiative Launch (By Invitation
Only)
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Date:   Tuesday, August 28, 2012
 
Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm
 
Location:  Center For Advanced Medical Learning And

Simulation
124 South Franklin Street, Tampa, FL 33602 
*Just a few blocks from the Convention Center and Tampa

Bay Times Forum!
 
Elected women from all levels of government will be present at this
Lunch Reception, where NFWL will announce the launch of the
Foundation’s Women’s Health Initiative.  Key partners will be
present at this hub for medical advancement to help usher in an
initiative that will highlight areas of unmet need in women’s health
and the need to bring innovative solutions to the forefront and
change the face of healthcare for all women.
 
As healthcare has been at the forefront of policy debate over the last
few years, NFWL has recognized a growing need to empower
elected women in every state, not with just the facts, but also with
the solutions.   Our leaders want to effectively meet the needs of
women and implement innovative and cost-effective treatments that
will drastically improve the current and future physical health of
women.  The timing for the launch of this initiative is not a
coincidence – regardless of the results at the polls in November,
NFWL is committed to ensuring that the dialogue centered on
healthcare for women is inclusive and productive and that your
constituents know how important it is to you that we adopt the right
healthcare solutions.  This launch will be followed-up with a
comprehensive program at NFWL’s Annual Conference, which will
be hosted after the election, November 15-19, in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Your presence at this event is critical.  If you plan to be in Tampa on
August 28th, I very much hope you will join us to say a few words
to your colleagues from across the nation.  If a member of your staff
could kindly confirm your participation to Jennifer Rosen, NFWL’s
Director of Policy & Communications, as soon as possible, I would
be grateful.  Jennifer may be reached by email at
Jennifer_Rosen@womenlegislators.org.  I look forward to seeing
you in Tampa!
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Read
President & CEO, NFWL
 

 

 

Jennifer Rosen

Director, Policy & Communications
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National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL)

910 16th Street NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC  20006

Tel: (202) 293-3040 ext.1008 or ext.0

Fax: (202) 293-5430

Cell: (845) 

 

www.womenlegislators.org

 

NFWL has gone SOCIAL - Follow us on Linkedin, Facebook, and
Twitter!
 
SAVE THE DATE - NFWL's ANNUAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 15th-
19th in ATLANTA, GA!
 

<Fallin, Mary AWARD Recipient invite NFWL GOP Event
8.28.12.pdf>
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
Date: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:24:25 PM

Yeah, I agree. Could easily turn into something in reproductive health. 

On Aug 17, 2012, at 15:18, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Need to think about this before we accept…
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Denise, I’m so sorry, I thought Robin Read/our President, was calling you yesterday to

discuss, my apologies.

 

Basically, with the state of the current healthcare debate and the fact that no one knows

for sure which way the tides will turn this election and later outcomes, our leadership

decided that there are too many unmet needs in women’s healthcare to allow politics to

deter the treatment and unique needs of women.  As far as topic area, brief speaking

program will touch on women’s health care and unmet needs in women’s health care,

  NFWL’s current Chair, State Representative Gayle Harrell (R-FL), will touch upon how

whether Obamacare is upheld after the election or its repealed and we are post-

obamacare, regardless, we must have an increased focus on areas of concern in

women’s health etc. (sorry, not nearly as eloquently put as it should be, I’m rushing out

the door to an appointment I apologize).  There will be some discussion on some specific

areas in women’s health (i.e. urology etc.) at the event – but this event is just a pre-

cursor to our upcoming Annual Conference (November, after election) where discussion

and dialogue will be in-depth with new solutions introduced, etc.

 

Governor Fallin is the most visible and well-respected Republican woman to serve in the

highest statewide office, and given her leadership and involvement with NFWL from her

days in state legislature to lt. gov. to Congress, to gov. – she understands how the

different levels of government work to address healthcare and has always been an

advocate of sensible solutions so her presence would be instrumental in elevating

NFWL’s efforts to bring the discussion of unmet needs in women’s health to the forfront.

 

Additionally, Robin Read’s cell is  and she says not to hesitate to call on

her any time as well.  I hope this info is helpful and again, my apologies for the delay.

 

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Jennifer Rosen; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
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Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer – any more info you can give me on the womens health initiative you are
unveiling at that event would be helpful!
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Thanks Denise!  I know you have many logistics to coordinate, especially with the

Governor being a featured speaker at the Convention, so we double appreciate that you

are considering this request!!

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: 'jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org'; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Working on it this week, thanks!
 
From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:05 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women 
 
Good afternoon Dana and Denise,

 

I just wanted to loop back around with you to see if you’ve had a chance yet to determine

the Governor’s schedule at the GOP Convention, and whether or not she will be able to

join our elected women to receive this award.  Thank you for considering this request, we

are grateful!

 

Regards,

Jennifer

 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 2:00 PM
To: Jennifer Rosen
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer - many thanks for the email and for wanting to recognize governor Fallin's
leadership.  I've CCed Dana in scheduling and our Chief who are managing the
convention schedule/details.  
 
Many thanks!
Andrew
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On Aug 2, 2012, at 13:44, "Jennifer Rosen" <jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org>
wrote:

Andrew, our elected women would like to present the Governor with a

Leadership Award at the end of the month, if she plans to be in Tampa for

the Convention!

 

 
August 2, 2012
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am so pleased to report that the National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) will roll out a new Women’s Health Initiative at
a special Lunch Reception hosted by NFWL during the GOP
Convention! 
 
In honor of this occasion, our elected women would like to
recognize your efforts to promote sound healthcare policy by
presenting you with NFWL’s Leadership Award for Women’s
Health Advocacy. If you plan to travel to Tampa during the
Convention, we very much hope you will join us for this special
event to receive this Award and provide brief remarks to the
audience of elected women from across the nation who will be
gathered in support of this timely initiative.  The details for the
gathering are as follows:
 

Event: National Foundation for Women Legislators’ Lunch
Reception &

Women’s Health Initiative Launch (By Invitation
Only)

 
Date:   Tuesday, August 28, 2012
 
Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm
 
Location:  Center For Advanced Medical Learning And

Simulation
124 South Franklin Street, Tampa, FL 33602 
*Just a few blocks from the Convention Center and Tampa

Bay Times Forum!
 
Elected women from all levels of government will be present at this
Lunch Reception, where NFWL will announce the launch of the
Foundation’s Women’s Health Initiative.  Key partners will be
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present at this hub for medical advancement to help usher in an
initiative that will highlight areas of unmet need in women’s health
and the need to bring innovative solutions to the forefront and
change the face of healthcare for all women.
 
As healthcare has been at the forefront of policy debate over the last
few years, NFWL has recognized a growing need to empower
elected women in every state, not with just the facts, but also with
the solutions.   Our leaders want to effectively meet the needs of
women and implement innovative and cost-effective treatments that
will drastically improve the current and future physical health of
women.  The timing for the launch of this initiative is not a
coincidence – regardless of the results at the polls in November,
NFWL is committed to ensuring that the dialogue centered on
healthcare for women is inclusive and productive and that your
constituents know how important it is to you that we adopt the right
healthcare solutions.  This launch will be followed-up with a
comprehensive program at NFWL’s Annual Conference, which will
be hosted after the election, November 15-19, in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Your presence at this event is critical.  If you plan to be in Tampa on
August 28th, I very much hope you will join us to say a few words
to your colleagues from across the nation.  If a member of your staff
could kindly confirm your participation to Jennifer Rosen, NFWL’s
Director of Policy & Communications, as soon as possible, I would
be grateful.  Jennifer may be reached by email at
Jennifer_Rosen@womenlegislators.org.  I look forward to seeing
you in Tampa!
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Read
President & CEO, NFWL
 

 

 

Jennifer Rosen

Director, Policy & Communications

National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL)

910 16th Street NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC  20006

Tel: (202) 293-3040 ext.1008 or ext.0

Fax: (202) 293-5430

Cell: (845) 

 

www.womenlegislators.org

 

NFWL has gone SOCIAL - Follow us on Linkedin, Facebook, and
Twitter!
 
SAVE THE DATE - NFWL's ANNUAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 15th-
19th in ATLANTA, GA!
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<Fallin, Mary AWARD Recipient invite NFWL GOP Event
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:15:00 AM

I agree
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Any decisions made on this?
I’m sure we could make it work if we had to but it seems off-topic. We’re there for red meat
messaging on the economy and this is a bipartisan women’s group talking about health issues which
we have been involved with. Plus if any media cover it the first questions they will ask, as Andrew
alluded to, will be all about the “war on women” and abortion etc etc
Seems like a lot of work also for an event that, I assume, will not be particularly high profile or high
reward
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Yeah, I agree. Could easily turn into something in reproductive health. 

On Aug 17, 2012, at 15:18, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Need to think about this before we accept…
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Denise, I’m so sorry, I thought Robin Read/our President, was calling you yesterday to

discuss, my apologies.

 

Basically, with the state of the current healthcare debate and the fact that no one knows

for sure which way the tides will turn this election and later outcomes, our leadership

decided that there are too many unmet needs in women’s healthcare to allow politics to

deter the treatment and unique needs of women.  As far as topic area, brief speaking

program will touch on women’s health care and unmet needs in women’s health care,

  NFWL’s current Chair, State Representative Gayle Harrell (R-FL), will touch upon how

whether Obamacare is upheld after the election or its repealed and we are post-

obamacare, regardless, we must have an increased focus on areas of concern in
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women’s health etc. (sorry, not nearly as eloquently put as it should be, I’m rushing out

the door to an appointment I apologize).  There will be some discussion on some specific

areas in women’s health (i.e. urology etc.) at the event – but this event is just a pre-

cursor to our upcoming Annual Conference (November, after election) where discussion

and dialogue will be in-depth with new solutions introduced, etc.

 

Governor Fallin is the most visible and well-respected Republican woman to serve in the

highest statewide office, and given her leadership and involvement with NFWL from her

days in state legislature to lt. gov. to Congress, to gov. – she understands how the

different levels of government work to address healthcare and has always been an

advocate of sensible solutions so her presence would be instrumental in elevating

NFWL’s efforts to bring the discussion of unmet needs in women’s health to the forfront.

 

Additionally, Robin Read’s cell is  and she says not to hesitate to call on

her any time as well.  I hope this info is helpful and again, my apologies for the delay.

 

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Jennifer Rosen; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer – any more info you can give me on the womens health initiative you are
unveiling at that event would be helpful!
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Thanks Denise!  I know you have many logistics to coordinate, especially with the

Governor being a featured speaker at the Convention, so we double appreciate that you

are considering this request!!

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: 'jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org'; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Working on it this week, thanks!
 
From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:05 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women 
 
Good afternoon Dana and Denise,

 

I just wanted to loop back around with you to see if you’ve had a chance yet to determine
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the Governor’s schedule at the GOP Convention, and whether or not she will be able to

join our elected women to receive this award.  Thank you for considering this request, we

are grateful!

 

Regards,

Jennifer

 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 2:00 PM
To: Jennifer Rosen
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer - many thanks for the email and for wanting to recognize governor Fallin's
leadership.  I've CCed Dana in scheduling and our Chief who are managing the
convention schedule/details.  
 
Many thanks!
Andrew

On Aug 2, 2012, at 13:44, "Jennifer Rosen" <jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org>
wrote:

Andrew, our elected women would like to present the Governor with a

Leadership Award at the end of the month, if she plans to be in Tampa for

the Convention!

 

 
August 2, 2012
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am so pleased to report that the National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) will roll out a new Women’s Health Initiative at
a special Lunch Reception hosted by NFWL during the GOP
Convention! 
 
In honor of this occasion, our elected women would like to
recognize your efforts to promote sound healthcare policy by
presenting you with NFWL’s Leadership Award for Women’s
Health Advocacy. If you plan to travel to Tampa during the
Convention, we very much hope you will join us for this special
event to receive this Award and provide brief remarks to the
audience of elected women from across the nation who will be
gathered in support of this timely initiative.  The details for the
gathering are as follows:
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Event: National Foundation for Women Legislators’ Lunch

Reception &
Women’s Health Initiative Launch (By Invitation

Only)
 

Date:   Tuesday, August 28, 2012
 
Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm
 
Location:  Center For Advanced Medical Learning And

Simulation
124 South Franklin Street, Tampa, FL 33602 
*Just a few blocks from the Convention Center and Tampa

Bay Times Forum!
 
Elected women from all levels of government will be present at this
Lunch Reception, where NFWL will announce the launch of the
Foundation’s Women’s Health Initiative.  Key partners will be
present at this hub for medical advancement to help usher in an
initiative that will highlight areas of unmet need in women’s health
and the need to bring innovative solutions to the forefront and
change the face of healthcare for all women.
 
As healthcare has been at the forefront of policy debate over the last
few years, NFWL has recognized a growing need to empower
elected women in every state, not with just the facts, but also with
the solutions.   Our leaders want to effectively meet the needs of
women and implement innovative and cost-effective treatments that
will drastically improve the current and future physical health of
women.  The timing for the launch of this initiative is not a
coincidence – regardless of the results at the polls in November,
NFWL is committed to ensuring that the dialogue centered on
healthcare for women is inclusive and productive and that your
constituents know how important it is to you that we adopt the right
healthcare solutions.  This launch will be followed-up with a
comprehensive program at NFWL’s Annual Conference, which will
be hosted after the election, November 15-19, in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Your presence at this event is critical.  If you plan to be in Tampa on
August 28th, I very much hope you will join us to say a few words
to your colleagues from across the nation.  If a member of your staff
could kindly confirm your participation to Jennifer Rosen, NFWL’s
Director of Policy & Communications, as soon as possible, I would
be grateful.  Jennifer may be reached by email at
Jennifer_Rosen@womenlegislators.org.  I look forward to seeing
you in Tampa!
 
Sincerely,
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Robin Read
President & CEO, NFWL
 

 

 

Jennifer Rosen

Director, Policy & Communications

National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL)

910 16th Street NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC  20006

Tel: (202) 293-3040 ext.1008 or ext.0

Fax: (202) 293-5430

Cell: (845) 

 

www.womenlegislators.org

 

NFWL has gone SOCIAL - Follow us on Linkedin, Facebook, and
Twitter!
 
SAVE THE DATE - NFWL's ANNUAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 15th-
19th in ATLANTA, GA!
 

<Fallin, Mary AWARD Recipient invite NFWL GOP Event
8.28.12.pdf>
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To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 10:13:38 AM

Any decisions made on this?
I’m sure we could make it work if we had to but it seems off-topic. We’re there for red meat
messaging on the economy and this is a bipartisan women’s group talking about health issues which
we have been involved with. Plus if any media cover it the first questions they will ask, as Andrew
alluded to, will be all about the “war on women” and abortion etc etc
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Yeah, I agree. Could easily turn into something in reproductive health. 

On Aug 17, 2012, at 15:18, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Need to think about this before we accept…
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Denise, I’m so sorry, I thought Robin Read/our President, was calling you yesterday to

discuss, my apologies.

 

Basically, with the state of the current healthcare debate and the fact that no one knows

for sure which way the tides will turn this election and later outcomes, our leadership

decided that there are too many unmet needs in women’s healthcare to allow politics to

deter the treatment and unique needs of women.  As far as topic area, brief speaking

program will touch on women’s health care and unmet needs in women’s health care,

  NFWL’s current Chair, State Representative Gayle Harrell (R-FL), will touch upon how

whether Obamacare is upheld after the election or its repealed and we are post-

obamacare, regardless, we must have an increased focus on areas of concern in

women’s health etc. (sorry, not nearly as eloquently put as it should be, I’m rushing out

the door to an appointment I apologize).  There will be some discussion on some specific

areas in women’s health (i.e. urology etc.) at the event – but this event is just a pre-

cursor to our upcoming Annual Conference (November, after election) where discussion

and dialogue will be in-depth with new solutions introduced, etc.

 

Governor Fallin is the most visible and well-respected Republican woman to serve in the

highest statewide office, and given her leadership and involvement with NFWL from her

days in state legislature to lt. gov. to Congress, to gov. – she understands how the

different levels of government work to address healthcare and has always been an
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advocate of sensible solutions so her presence would be instrumental in elevating

NFWL’s efforts to bring the discussion of unmet needs in women’s health to the forfront.

 

Additionally, Robin Read’s cell is  and she says not to hesitate to call on

her any time as well.  I hope this info is helpful and again, my apologies for the delay.

 

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Jennifer Rosen; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer – any more info you can give me on the womens health initiative you are
unveiling at that event would be helpful!
 

From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Thanks Denise!  I know you have many logistics to coordinate, especially with the

Governor being a featured speaker at the Convention, so we double appreciate that you

are considering this request!!

 

 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: 'jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org'; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Working on it this week, thanks!
 
From: Jennifer Rosen [mailto:jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:05 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Invitation to receive Award from elected women 
 
Good afternoon Dana and Denise,

 

I just wanted to loop back around with you to see if you’ve had a chance yet to determine

the Governor’s schedule at the GOP Convention, and whether or not she will be able to

join our elected women to receive this award.  Thank you for considering this request, we

are grateful!

 

Regards,

Jennifer

 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 2:00 PM
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To: Jennifer Rosen
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Invitation to receive Award from elected women
 
Jennifer - many thanks for the email and for wanting to recognize governor Fallin's
leadership.  I've CCed Dana in scheduling and our Chief who are managing the
convention schedule/details.  
 
Many thanks!
Andrew

On Aug 2, 2012, at 13:44, "Jennifer Rosen" <jennifer_rosen@womenlegislators.org>
wrote:

Andrew, our elected women would like to present the Governor with a

Leadership Award at the end of the month, if she plans to be in Tampa for

the Convention!

 

 
August 2, 2012
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am so pleased to report that the National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) will roll out a new Women’s Health Initiative at
a special Lunch Reception hosted by NFWL during the GOP
Convention! 
 
In honor of this occasion, our elected women would like to
recognize your efforts to promote sound healthcare policy by
presenting you with NFWL’s Leadership Award for Women’s
Health Advocacy. If you plan to travel to Tampa during the
Convention, we very much hope you will join us for this special
event to receive this Award and provide brief remarks to the
audience of elected women from across the nation who will be
gathered in support of this timely initiative.  The details for the
gathering are as follows:
 

Event: National Foundation for Women Legislators’ Lunch
Reception &

Women’s Health Initiative Launch (By Invitation
Only)

 
Date:   Tuesday, August 28, 2012
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Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm
 
Location:  Center For Advanced Medical Learning And

Simulation
124 South Franklin Street, Tampa, FL 33602 
*Just a few blocks from the Convention Center and Tampa

Bay Times Forum!
 
Elected women from all levels of government will be present at this
Lunch Reception, where NFWL will announce the launch of the
Foundation’s Women’s Health Initiative.  Key partners will be
present at this hub for medical advancement to help usher in an
initiative that will highlight areas of unmet need in women’s health
and the need to bring innovative solutions to the forefront and
change the face of healthcare for all women.
 
As healthcare has been at the forefront of policy debate over the last
few years, NFWL has recognized a growing need to empower
elected women in every state, not with just the facts, but also with
the solutions.   Our leaders want to effectively meet the needs of
women and implement innovative and cost-effective treatments that
will drastically improve the current and future physical health of
women.  The timing for the launch of this initiative is not a
coincidence – regardless of the results at the polls in November,
NFWL is committed to ensuring that the dialogue centered on
healthcare for women is inclusive and productive and that your
constituents know how important it is to you that we adopt the right
healthcare solutions.  This launch will be followed-up with a
comprehensive program at NFWL’s Annual Conference, which will
be hosted after the election, November 15-19, in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Your presence at this event is critical.  If you plan to be in Tampa on
August 28th, I very much hope you will join us to say a few words
to your colleagues from across the nation.  If a member of your staff
could kindly confirm your participation to Jennifer Rosen, NFWL’s
Director of Policy & Communications, as soon as possible, I would
be grateful.  Jennifer may be reached by email at
Jennifer_Rosen@womenlegislators.org.  I look forward to seeing
you in Tampa!
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Read
President & CEO, NFWL
 

 

 

Jennifer Rosen

Director, Policy & Communications

National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL)

910 16th Street NW, Suite 100
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Washington, DC  20006

Tel: (202) 293-3040 ext.1008 or ext.0

Fax: (202) 293-5430

Cell: (845) 

 

www.womenlegislators.org

 

NFWL has gone SOCIAL - Follow us on Linkedin, Facebook, and
Twitter!
 
SAVE THE DATE - NFWL's ANNUAL CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 15th-
19th in ATLANTA, GA!
 

<Fallin, Mary AWARD Recipient invite NFWL GOP Event
8.28.12.pdf>

37545

http://www.womenlegislators.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/732523
http://www.facebook.com/electedwomen
http://twitter.com/#!/electedwomen
http://www.womenlegislators.org/annual-conference/


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: IOM Essential Health Benefits Report
Date: Friday, October 28, 2011 1:52:00 PM

Thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2011 1:39 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: IOM Essential Health Benefits Report
 
Andrew – Thought I’d pass this along, please feel free to provide to Katie at her convenience….
 
  FYI - Essential Health Benefits IOM Report (please see attached):

The report, Essential Health Benefits: Balancing Coverage and Cost, from the Institute of Medicine’s
Committee on Defining and Revising an Essential Health Benefits Package for Qualified Health Plans
was released on October 6. The report proposes criteria for the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) to use in determining the essential health benefits package (EHB).  Though the report
is the outcome of a challenging exercise by the committee, it is only the initial step in what the
committee itself described as a “politically and socially charged endeavor.”  HHS will be taking the
recommendations into account and will be issuing final rules in 2012.

The committee recommended that HHS achieve the following milestones:

§  May 1, 2012: An initial EHB package will be developed by HHS using the “national average
premium target” as a guide, as well as the benefits of what a “typical” small employer offers
today. Adjustments should be made “so that the expected national average premium for a
silver plan with the EHB package is actuarially equivalent to the average premium that would
have been paid by small employers in 2014 for a comparable population with a typical benefit
design.” A public process should be implemented to guide the adjustment process.

§  January 2013: HHS should have developed a plan for monitoring the implementation of the EHB
including mechanisms for sharing data.

§  2015: A public process should be implemented to guide the updating of the EHB package.

Other important recommendations outlined in the report include:

§  Promoting state innovation and allowing those states that administer exchanges to modify the
EHB package as long as it is consistent with the federal framework;

§  Establishing a National Benefits Advisory Council to provide oversight; and
§  The implementation of a strategy which will take into account the growth of the rate of health

care spending and assure that it is aligned with the growth in the nation’s economy. 

 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma State

Department of Health

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: http://www.ok.gov/health

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Spradlin, Carol K. 
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 7:48 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Hiner, Janice D.; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Archer, Pam J.;
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Ronck, Stephen W.; Newman, Mark S.; Hartsell, Hank
Cc: Hanley, M. Diane; Rushing, Crystal; Murrell, Elvia; Newby, Leigh A.;
Cannady, Cynthia J.; Lieser, Derek G.; Grissom, VaLauna K.; Spradlin, Carol
K.; Dickson, Debbie L.; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: eCap-Oklahoma Policy Institute: State not on path to create own
health exchange
 
The full edition of Capitol News Now is not yet available, but should be
posted on IRENE later today.
 
eCapitol News
eCap-Oklahoma Policy Institute: State not on path to create own health
exchange
Author:     Justin Martino
Date:       10/26/2011
 
(eCap) According to David Blatt, director of the Oklahoma Policy Institute,
Oklahoma is not on the path to show sufficient adequate progress in creating
a state insurance exchange by January 2013.
 
On a list of core areas of basic minimum requirements of which the federal
government requires a state to show readiness, Oklahoma is showing sufficient
progress only in the area of background research. In other areas, such as
legislative action, financial management and stakeholder consultation,
Oklahoma is showing limited progress at the moment.
 
Blatt's presentation was part of an all-day meeting of the Joint Committee on
Federal Health Care Law, which met Wednesday in the Senate Chamber at the
state Capitol. [Editor's note: See related story on the committee's meeting.]
 
Oklahoma must have a plan in place for a state-run exchange by January 2013,
giving the state about 14 months to make the necessary progress. If Oklahoma
does not have an adequate plan, the federal government will create a health
exchange in Oklahoma.
 
Blatt mentioned several areas in which Oklahoma has shown little progress,
including legislative and regulatory action. Although the state attempted to
pass two different bills that would have created a board to research creating
a health insurance exchange in 2011, neither bill passed out of the
Legislature.
 
HB 2130, by House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee, and Sen. Clark Jolley, R-
Edmond, provides for members of the Health Care for the Uninsured Board and
provides that the board will hold its first meeting no later than Dec. 15,
2011. It directs the secretary of health and human services to act as the
Health Care for the Uninsured Board executive director. It removes reference
to the Oklahoma Insurance Department and Oklahoma Health Care Authority. The
bill expands the board's duties to include applying for grants or other
federal Medicaid funds to implement the provisions of the Health Care for
Oklahomans Act and to establish a system of counseling, including a website,

37547



for individuals without health insurance who are not covered by Medicaid. The
bill also expands the duties of the insurance commissioner to include
establishment of a system for the certification of low-cost health insurance
programs designed to provide coverage to certain individuals and that the
program will not be required to meet certain mandates. The bill provides that
the board may recommend that plans certified by the commissioner be offered
statewide to eligible individuals. It states that the HUB is not to receive
general revenue appropriations but be funded by grants awarded to the state.
 
The bill was approved by the House but not heard by the Senate, which
resulted in Oklahoma declining the federal early innovator grant. A second
bill was filed that would require the exchange to be funded by state and
private dollars.
 
SB 971, by Jolley, Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, Rep. Scott Martin, R-
Norman, and Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville, establishes the Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network as a state-beneficiary public trust. It states
that the network will be governed by a seven-member board of directors,
comprised of one member appointed by the governor representing health
insurance carriers granted a certificate of authority by the Oklahoma
Insurance Department; one member appointed by the House speaker representing
consumers who has purchased or is reasonably expected to purchase policies
through the network; one member appointed by the governor who shall be a
health care provider' one member appointed by the governor who shall be a
representative of employer groups; one member by the Senate president pro
tempore who shall be an insurance agent or broker; the insurance commissioner
and the secretary of health and human services. It requires the insurance
commissioner to serve as chair of the board. It requires the board to appoint
an executive director.
 
The measure also grants the network the minimum authority under state law
that is necessary to avoid the establishment of a federal exchange. It
requires the network's funding to come from state and private sources. It
establishes the purpose of the network to increase choice and competition in
the health insurance market of Oklahoma. It prohibits the network from
exercising regulatory authority over any entity, discriminating against any
qualified health insurance carrier willing to participate in the network or
supplanting any marketplace outside the network. It requires the network
board to establish a system of certification for insurance programs offered
in the state to be offered by the network and establish a system for
credentialing licensed insurance producers who intend to market insurance
programs certified by the state. It removes language relating to duties of
the network board. It requires all personal information generated through the
purchase of any policy purchased through the network to remain confidential
between the insurer and the insured. It requires the network board to
promulgate rules as necessary to implement the purposes of the act.
 
SB 971 never received a hearing in the Senate. Instead, legislative leaders
decided to step back and study the issue over the interim through the
committee that met Wednesday.
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Blatt added that even if the two bills had passed, they did not include all
of the necessary provisions to meet federal requirements.
 
Blatt also discussed the issue of stakeholder consultation, another
requirement to show progress in creating a health insurance exchange.
Although Oklahoma received an exchange planning grant to help facilitate the
process, he said in recent months the planning process has come to a
"screeching halt," with the last stakeholder meeting being held about seven
months ago.
 
Oklahoma has also shown little progress in creating an information technology
system for a health insurance exchange. Although the state received a $54
million Early Innovator Grant from the federal government that would have been
used to obtain the necessary technology, the state chose to decline the grant
funds.
 
If the federal government sets up a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma
because the state has not shown adequate progress, Blatt said Oklahoma would
face several disadvantages, including the loss of regulatory authority and
ability to design the exchange on the state's own terms to create one
uniquely suited to Oklahoma's residents.
 
The Oklahoma Policy Institute also released a report Wednesday stating that
projections that the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act will
cost billions of dollars are "way out of line" with other studies and based
on mistaken assumptions and methodologies.
 
According to the report, the fiscal impact of the act will be between $200
and $800 million between 2014 and 2020, adding that several studies that
looked at a broader range of costs, savings and revenue factors have
projected the cost will be even less and could yield net savings.
 
"We think that anyone who looks carefully at the assumptions and calculations
of the various studies will agree that the federal government is on the hook
for the lion's share of the cost of health care reform," Blatt stated in a
release. "Although we cannot precisely calculate the fiscal impact of the
Affordable Care Act, the fact that the federal government will take over
funding responsibility for functions now borne by the state, such as health
care for adults with mental illness, will help the state budget and offset
some of the expense of a larger Medicaid population."
 
©2010-11 eCapitol, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
 
As provided by this agreement access to bill tracking / capitol news services
is restricted to the registered User. The User shall have no right to
divulge, publish, loan, give or sell any of the information provided under
this agreement. Information retrieved from system may not be reproduced,
transmitted, transcribed, stored in a retrieval system or translated into any
language in any form by any means without the written permission of eCapitol,
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LLC. All other rights reserved. If a person uses a copyrighted work without
permission of the rights holder, he or she is open to a charge of copyright
infringement. Additional terms and conditions governing the access to and use
of eCapitol website and the services and materials provided by eCapitol are
set forth in the eCapitol Subscriber Agreement posted on the eCapitol
website.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 11:11:00 AM

I did unfortunately.  Thanks for passing along!
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 11:07 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 
I’m sure you have seen this already, but just in case…
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 
Interesting – sooner tea party advocating no on the pardon and parole question…
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:08 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 

 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 
 
Forward this email to a friend 
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The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
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travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  Claude
Hall's Gun
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okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and
the Ron Paul
activist community
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Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend

 
 

  

SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her
husband sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U.
N.’s agenda 21 right under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve
our education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education.
She fails to indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.  
Sometimes what people don’t say is more important than what they do say.
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at his gun shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute
to Democrats, so this is no big deal.

 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·         Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but
it’s not; this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In
other words, they support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has
taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.

 

 

 

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican
By Ms PM

 
This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.
 
Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the
nation. This was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political
foolishness over the past few years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.
 
The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California
stupidity and I began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why
haven't I heard about any of this stuff you're talking about in the news?"
 
He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half
Moon Bay. There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him,
my word, not his. Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that
some of what I was saying was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress
nor the acquisition of guns and ammo being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the
NDAA left him speechless.
 
This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and
a Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has
become bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has
chosen not to follow what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both
Obama and Romney scare the hell out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for
America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his
only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.
 
By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and
he said, "I want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for
himself, just looking at us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been
filled not long ago.
 
I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty
amazing. There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest
with under the hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.
 
Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the
entire newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had
talked to him about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong,
it's wrong.
 
He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for
America, for him, and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 

37552

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmeadabqehakajjavajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmmanabqehacajjaaajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmjaiabqehaoajjakajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmjaiabqehaoajjakajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmjaiabqehaoajjakajebu/click.php


 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

 

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G.

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…

 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had
cooties after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it
applies quite well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart
(AKA Little Man Viagra spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported
to evaluate judges based on their “pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and
judges disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme
Court Justices stand for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their
seat by a two to one margin it is entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber
being the sole judge, jury, and executioner.

 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne
Kauger, James Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings
to “thousands of its members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have
to lend him Sooner Tea Party volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter
hardly constitutes “membership in a group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a
working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign
against the jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big
business interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment,
medical malpractice, product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered
respect for existing law, freedom, liberty, or justice. 

 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible”
property could be assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token
tax, but one that required more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this
issue on the November ballot, but allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for
conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No
doubt someone will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of
illegitimate State Chamber offspring, already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.
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Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation
but the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the
money to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative,
not a process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell
is one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer.  Please
mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115

 

 

No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his
blog “Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He
reminds us that Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all
with a Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still
fairly high, the Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol
building crumbles around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of
those promises were delivered.  Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital,
saw the Governor that he supported join with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised
prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a 2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock
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solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either
remove Pinnell from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up
that made us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to
confuse and lead astray conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can
stomp on them.   Below in blue type is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is
warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the
blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject
to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 
 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY
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1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 
Vote Yes on SQ 759
 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually

 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders. 
This action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections
(DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 

 

 

                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     
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                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762

 

 BILL SUMMARY
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2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012

                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis

 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407

         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           
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    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11

    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we
looked back at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization,
it said that the legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn,
just pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat
A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of
unelected volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission
and an insulated director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate.  This would place the agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state. 
DHS would basically now be answering directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.
 
Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 

This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the
Department of Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the
Legislature the authority to create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for
the people of the State of Oklahoma. 
 
Section 6>.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted

in Section 1 of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and
responsibility of faithfully administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this
Article and shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. <

 
 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors,
along with Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:
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ENROLLED HOUSE
JOINT
RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 
                                                                                                                                                                                and
                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate
 
 
So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed
her image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican
David Tackett.
 

 

 

Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along
with a letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record
straight on allowing the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting
opposing candidates and to publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner
County called for Governor Fallin to explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the
Governor of the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even
more troubling."

 

 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup,
and can be contacted at     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's
picture is on a Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power
over the DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy
Oklahoma County criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an
effort to subvert the will of the legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this
a Quid Pro Quo between Republican Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy
Policy Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads
everything we write or at least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that
Governor Fallin either endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or
switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

   

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

37560

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjsapabqehaoajjagajebu/click.php


                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             

    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            

    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            
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    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any
power grab by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.

 

The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 
Vote yes on SQ 766
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Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps
you qualify for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative
Jabar Shumate's campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in
red type.   This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party
volunteers to walk precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to
bite my tounge on that one), donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that
Shumate was a closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we
aren’t bashing on the gays,  we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues. 
Read this article posted on the Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage
equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I
thought of the situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must
measure human rights by one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all
matter. Today let us fix the problem, not fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand
together today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and
all people based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-
expression, self-determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of
hatred, of divisive and discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH
supports the right for any person to marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection
under the law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against
one group of people is discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you
hated. It’s past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally,
equality for all people. Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based
upon race, religion, culture, sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of
legal slavery and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that
prevented Blacks from marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL
Americans. No group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply
because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the
gay rights movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.  
Representative Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The
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Tea Party could care less what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right
out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative
Shumate's personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money
from campaign war chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at
Starbucks on a regular basis?  That is living high on the hog

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s) 

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-date
total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 

Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 

Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 

Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You Card 2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box 48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20, Advertisement Deborah Brown  Legislative 125.00 300.00 
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2009 Community School
2 South Elgin Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Travel 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12,
2009 

Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab
1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

29.19 29.19 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah, OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 

Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You Notes 35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 

Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK Broadcasting
Post Office Box 14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank You Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 
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Tulsa, OK 74114 
Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn - Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02,
2009 

Car Rental Alamo Car Rental
7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.66 40.66 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02,
2009 

Telephone Service Cox Communications
1811 East 51st Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 2008 Campaign
HQ 

389.09 1,113.73 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26,
2009 

Cellular Phone Service United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone
Service 

174.56 3,587.08 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12,
2009 

Gasoline E Z Go Mart
H. E. Bailey Turnpike
Chickasha, OK 73018 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.12 15.12 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown, OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06, Post Office Box United States  Post Office Box 42.00 442.84 
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2009 Renewal Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Renewal 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s)

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expenditure was
made.

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-date
total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 

Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

14.26

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Glen Mulready
To: Brian Downs; Mark McCullough
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Jonathan Buxton
Subject: RE: ISTOOK ON KFAQ THIS MORNING TALKING ABOUT HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE
Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 12:42:55 PM

Not only here before session, but I have been in close contact with Ed Haislmaier and Caryn

Hederman…the Heritage Foundation Healthcare Exchange national experts.  Just yesterday they

forwarded me Ed’s “State Lawmakers’ Guide to Health Insurance Exchanges”.  This is the Heritage

Foundation document that has not yet been published (will be next week).  They are advocating for

state legislatures to adopt their own patient centered, pro market reforms separate from Obamacare

exchange design.  At the same time, working on measures to minimize federal interference while the

ultimate fate of PPACA is being debated in Congress and litigated in the courts.

Thanks for forwarding Brian.

GM  

 

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 12:35 PM
To: Glen Mulready; Mark McCullough
Cc: 'Glenn Coffee'; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Jonathan Buxton
Subject: ISTOOK ON KFAQ THIS MORNING TALKING ABOUT HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE
 
Since we actually had someone from the Heritage Foundation here before session, I’m surprised there

isn’t more communication within the HF about what we are trying to accomplish.  The first link below is

Istook around the 17:40 mark.  The second link is an interview the Speaker did this morning on the Pat

Campbell show about the HUB and the $54 million grant.

 

http://podcast.1170kfaq.com/DesktopModules/Orizonti_NukeNews/getLink.aspx?

pid=48&tid=1852&newsid=58573

 

http://podcast.1170kfaq.com/DesktopModules/Orizonti_NukeNews/getLink.aspx?

pid=48&tid=1852&newsid=58572

 

 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: RE: Katie Altshuler
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 8:54:00 AM

Hey Derek,  I unfortunately will not be able to attend.  I will also be in Ardmore with Katie.  Sorry for
just now letting you know – I didn’t realize they were the same day.
 
Thanks,
Andrew
 

From: Lieser, Derek G. [mailto:DerekL@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 8:03 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Katie Altshuler
 
Andrew,
 
Good morning. I wanted to check and see if you’ll be attending Thursday’s Advisory Committee
meeting.
 
Respectfully,
Derek
 
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 
1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Office: 405.271.2934 | Mobile
phone:  | E-mail: DerekL@health.ok.gov | Website: www.ok.gov/insuranceexchange
 
 
 

From: Hanley, M. Diane 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:51 AM
To: Lieser, Derek G.; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: Katie Altshuler
 
Morning!
Katie sent me an email in response to the meeting request I sent out and said she won’t be able to
be at this Thursday’s meeting. She will be in meetings all day Thursday in Ardmore. FYI
 
Diane Hanley
Assistant to Joyce Marshall
Office of Performance Management
Oklahoma State Dept of Health
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK  73117
(405) 271-4200
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:14:00 AM

Tomorrow
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:25 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
Do you anticipate her statement being released today or tomorrow?
Also, is that the National Governors Association and Republican Governors Association?
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
She will not be available this week for an interview, as she is at the RGA conference and then at the
NGA conference, both on the west coast.
When she has reached a decision or ready to make an announcement we will send out a statement.
Thanks.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:54 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
Hi  Alex.
 
Would Governor Fallin be available for an interview today?  Tomorrow is the healthcare exchange
deadline.  Has she made a decision on the best course of action?
 
Ed
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
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Yes. We believe Governor Fallin has kept all of the state’s options open, including the option to
pursue a state based exchange, if that is indeed what she decides would be the best course of
action.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Alex, the Oklahoman quoted you in their story today.  Is the information below accurate?
Ed
 
"During this process, the governor has continued to talk with health care experts in Oklahoma so that if

we were to decide to do a state-based exchange … we would have the capability, we hope, of doing

so."

 
Weintz said enough groundwork has been laid that Fallin might be able to present an exchange

blueprint and application by the looming deadline. Though development and implementation of such an

exchange will likely need approval from the state Legislature, which convenes again in February, a

blueprint would not, he said.

 
But Weintz said there may be other options. The state is one of several that have requested either an

extension or waiver from the exchange program, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has requested a

judgment as to whether the federal law unconstitutionally supersedes a state law passed by voters in

2010.

"Those are some of the questions that we don't think we've gotten really an answer for from the Obama

administration," Weintz said.

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:07 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Will do.
Re: health insurance exchanges:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview
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Hi Alex.
 
Please let us know if Gov. Fallin would be available for an interview today.  Thanks.
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Doney, Ed
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:45:00 AM

She will not be available this week for an interview, as she is at the RGA conference and then at the
NGA conference, both on the west coast.
When she has reached a decision or ready to make an announcement we will send out a statement.
Thanks.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:54 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
Hi  Alex.
 
Would Governor Fallin be available for an interview today?  Tomorrow is the healthcare exchange
deadline.  Has she made a decision on the best course of action?
 
Ed
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Yes. We believe Governor Fallin has kept all of the state’s options open, including the option to
pursue a state based exchange, if that is indeed what she decides would be the best course of
action.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Alex, the Oklahoman quoted you in their story today.  Is the information below accurate?
Ed
 
"During this process, the governor has continued to talk with health care experts in Oklahoma so that if

we were to decide to do a state-based exchange … we would have the capability, we hope, of doing

so."
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Weintz said enough groundwork has been laid that Fallin might be able to present an exchange

blueprint and application by the looming deadline. Though development and implementation of such an

exchange will likely need approval from the state Legislature, which convenes again in February, a

blueprint would not, he said.

 
But Weintz said there may be other options. The state is one of several that have requested either an

extension or waiver from the exchange program, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has requested a

judgment as to whether the federal law unconstitutionally supersedes a state law passed by voters in

2010.

"Those are some of the questions that we don't think we've gotten really an answer for from the Obama

administration," Weintz said.

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:07 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Will do.
Re: health insurance exchanges:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Hi Alex.
 
Please let us know if Gov. Fallin would be available for an interview today.  Thanks.
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:21:00 PM

Ed, got your voicemail. We do not have preliminary cost numbers regarding health insurance
exchanges. Part of our frustration during this process has been the inability or unwillingness of the
federal government to answer detailed questions about cost, rules and regulations etc.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:25 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
Do you anticipate her statement being released today or tomorrow?
Also, is that the National Governors Association and Republican Governors Association?
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
She will not be available this week for an interview, as she is at the RGA conference and then at the
NGA conference, both on the west coast.
When she has reached a decision or ready to make an announcement we will send out a statement.
Thanks.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:54 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview - health care exchange
 
Hi  Alex.
 
Would Governor Fallin be available for an interview today?  Tomorrow is the healthcare exchange
deadline.  Has she made a decision on the best course of action?
 
Ed
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Yes. We believe Governor Fallin has kept all of the state’s options open, including the option to
pursue a state based exchange, if that is indeed what she decides would be the best course of
action.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Alex, the Oklahoman quoted you in their story today.  Is the information below accurate?
Ed
 
"During this process, the governor has continued to talk with health care experts in Oklahoma so that if

we were to decide to do a state-based exchange … we would have the capability, we hope, of doing

so."

 
Weintz said enough groundwork has been laid that Fallin might be able to present an exchange

blueprint and application by the looming deadline. Though development and implementation of such an

exchange will likely need approval from the state Legislature, which convenes again in February, a

blueprint would not, he said.

 
But Weintz said there may be other options. The state is one of several that have requested either an

extension or waiver from the exchange program, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has requested a

judgment as to whether the federal law unconstitutionally supersedes a state law passed by voters in

2010.

"Those are some of the questions that we don't think we've gotten really an answer for from the Obama

administration," Weintz said.

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:07 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Will do.
Re: health insurance exchanges:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
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To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Hi Alex.
 
Please let us know if Gov. Fallin would be available for an interview today.  Thanks.
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:07:00 AM

Will do.
Re: health insurance exchanges:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Hi Alex.
 
Please let us know if Gov. Fallin would be available for an interview today.  Thanks.
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Ed.Doney@KFOR.com"
Subject: Re: KFOR-TV Interview
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:05:55 PM

Here is the governor's short statement:
"Oklahoma is not going to secede from the union." - Gov Fallin 
 
From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 04:11 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview 
 
Alex,
 
Does Gov. Fallin have any comment on the petition signatures on the White House website that
support Oklahoma seceding from the United States?
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Yes. We believe Governor Fallin has kept all of the state’s options open, including the option to
pursue a state based exchange, if that is indeed what she decides would be the best course of
action.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Alex, the Oklahoman quoted you in their story today.  Is the information below accurate?
Ed
 
"During this process, the governor has continued to talk with health care experts in Oklahoma so that if

we were to decide to do a state-based exchange … we would have the capability, we hope, of doing

so."

 
Weintz said enough groundwork has been laid that Fallin might be able to present an exchange
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blueprint and application by the looming deadline. Though development and implementation of such an

exchange will likely need approval from the state Legislature, which convenes again in February, a

blueprint would not, he said.

 
But Weintz said there may be other options. The state is one of several that have requested either an

extension or waiver from the exchange program, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has requested a

judgment as to whether the federal law unconstitutionally supersedes a state law passed by voters in

2010.

"Those are some of the questions that we don't think we've gotten really an answer for from the Obama

administration," Weintz said.

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:07 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Will do.
Re: health insurance exchanges:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Hi Alex.
 
Please let us know if Gov. Fallin would be available for an interview today.  Thanks.
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:15:00 AM

Yes. We believe Governor Fallin has kept all of the state’s options open, including the option to
pursue a state based exchange, if that is indeed what she decides would be the best course of
action.
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Alex, the Oklahoman quoted you in their story today.  Is the information below accurate?
Ed
 
"During this process, the governor has continued to talk with health care experts in Oklahoma so that if

we were to decide to do a state-based exchange … we would have the capability, we hope, of doing

so."

 
Weintz said enough groundwork has been laid that Fallin might be able to present an exchange

blueprint and application by the looming deadline. Though development and implementation of such an

exchange will likely need approval from the state Legislature, which convenes again in February, a

blueprint would not, he said.

 
But Weintz said there may be other options. The state is one of several that have requested either an

extension or waiver from the exchange program, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has requested a

judgment as to whether the federal law unconstitutionally supersedes a state law passed by voters in

2010.

"Those are some of the questions that we don't think we've gotten really an answer for from the Obama

administration," Weintz said.

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:07 AM
To: Doney, Ed
Subject: RE: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Will do.
Re: health insurance exchanges:
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Doney, Ed [mailto:Ed.Doney@KFOR.com] 
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Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: KFOR-TV Interview
 
Hi Alex.
 
Please let us know if Gov. Fallin would be available for an interview today.  Thanks.
 
Ed
 
 
Ed Doney
KFOR-TV Oklahoma City
(405) 209-8530
ed.doney@kfor.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Kipp
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 11:04:00 AM

Since we talked about vets in the inaugural, do we need to have a vet or active duty person to
recognize?

Some doctors/small business owners who can clap when we talk about doing away with Obamacare and
the job-killing mandates from DC.

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Kipp

Need to look for other people to invite to state of the state. I talked to the head of KIPP about having
some of his kids at the speech, I'll need other ideas so we can follow up and write it into the speech

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2011 11:48 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Kipp

Students at state of the state
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Kaleb Bennett; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: legislative action next week
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:45:08 PM

You ruin everything! Fine we can meet today! I'm basically free whenever
 
From: Kaleb Bennett 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 01:42 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Craig Perry 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: legislative action next week 
 
Sure thing.  Today is no problem.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:43 PM
To: Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: legislative action next week
 
I wonder if I could meet with you guys for 20 mins at the end of the day to just go over where we
stand on agenda items. I know you’ve sent them in individual emails but its hard to keep track of. Im
wanting to know where we are for:
 
Workers comp
Tort reform
Gov’s opportunity fund
IT freeze
Other consolidation efforts
Modernization efforts (paperless billing, financial bookkeeping etc)
Board of education
Trial de novo
Other education issues designed to get more money in the classroom or hold schools accountable
Legislation re: health insurance exchange
Legislation re: drug courts, alternative sentencing etc
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:39 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: legislative action next week
Importance: High
 
According to Brian here is a tentative schedule for next week:
HUB bill on Monday
Corrections reform on Tuesday
Tort possibly on Tuesday
Workers' Comp - not sure, but he said Sec. Coffee and Sullivan need to talk to work out any issues.
OHCA supplemental and DOC authorization bills ready to go but need to caucus first.  Possibly heard on
Monday.
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Anything else we should ask about?
 
 

From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: legislative action next week

Alex, that question needs to be posed to leg. leaders today before they leave. Craig and Kaleb can
you get an answer on this?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 09:49 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: legislative action next week 
 
Are there legislative items that we expect action on next week that the governor will be expected to
comment on? We need to have statements ready in advance for these things or we will be forced to
issue a lot of no-comments.
 
I’m going to go ahead and write statements for our agenda items that we can release as they
continue to make progress through the House/Sen regardless but it would be  good to have an idea
of what is coming up soon.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett
Subject: Re: legislative action next week
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:42:32 PM

No.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 01:42 PM
To: Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: legislative action next week 
 
I wonder if I could meet with you guys for 20 mins at the end of the day to just go over where we
stand on agenda items. I know you’ve sent them in individual emails but its hard to keep track of. Im
wanting to know where we are for:
 
Workers comp
Tort reform
Gov’s opportunity fund
IT freeze
Other consolidation efforts
Modernization efforts (paperless billing, financial bookkeeping etc)
Board of education
Trial de novo
Other education issues designed to get more money in the classroom or hold schools accountable
Legislation re: health insurance exchange
Legislation re: drug courts, alternative sentencing etc
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:39 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: legislative action next week
Importance: High
 
According to Brian here is a tentative schedule for next week:
HUB bill on Monday
Corrections reform on Tuesday
Tort possibly on Tuesday
Workers' Comp - not sure, but he said Sec. Coffee and Sullivan need to talk to work out any issues.
OHCA supplemental and DOC authorization bills ready to go but need to caucus first.  Possibly heard on
Monday.
Anything else we should ask about?
 
 

From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: legislative action next week
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Alex, that question needs to be posed to leg. leaders today before they leave. Craig and Kaleb can
you get an answer on this?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 09:49 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: legislative action next week 
 
Are there legislative items that we expect action on next week that the governor will be expected to
comment on? We need to have statements ready in advance for these things or we will be forced to
issue a lot of no-comments.
 
I’m going to go ahead and write statements for our agenda items that we can release as they
continue to make progress through the House/Sen regardless but it would be  good to have an idea
of what is coming up soon.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Kaleb Bennett; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: legislative action next week
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:49:10 PM

Just kidding about ruining everything
 
From: Kaleb Bennett 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 01:42 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Craig Perry 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: legislative action next week 
 
Sure thing.  Today is no problem.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:43 PM
To: Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: legislative action next week
 
I wonder if I could meet with you guys for 20 mins at the end of the day to just go over where we
stand on agenda items. I know you’ve sent them in individual emails but its hard to keep track of. Im
wanting to know where we are for:
 
Workers comp
Tort reform
Gov’s opportunity fund
IT freeze
Other consolidation efforts
Modernization efforts (paperless billing, financial bookkeeping etc)
Board of education
Trial de novo
Other education issues designed to get more money in the classroom or hold schools accountable
Legislation re: health insurance exchange
Legislation re: drug courts, alternative sentencing etc
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:39 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: legislative action next week
Importance: High
 
According to Brian here is a tentative schedule for next week:
HUB bill on Monday
Corrections reform on Tuesday
Tort possibly on Tuesday
Workers' Comp - not sure, but he said Sec. Coffee and Sullivan need to talk to work out any issues.
OHCA supplemental and DOC authorization bills ready to go but need to caucus first.  Possibly heard on
Monday.
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Anything else we should ask about?
 
 

From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: legislative action next week

Alex, that question needs to be posed to leg. leaders today before they leave. Craig and Kaleb can
you get an answer on this?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 09:49 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: legislative action next week 
 
Are there legislative items that we expect action on next week that the governor will be expected to
comment on? We need to have statements ready in advance for these things or we will be forced to
issue a lot of no-comments.
 
I’m going to go ahead and write statements for our agenda items that we can release as they
continue to make progress through the House/Sen regardless but it would be  good to have an idea
of what is coming up soon.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: legislative priorities as outlined in state of state
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 12:36:00 PM

Im working on this for you. Will send as much detailed info as possible.
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 11:25 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: legislative priorities as outlined in state of state
 
Here is what our legislative priorities are that we outlined in public, and what I need to talk to
Michael McNutt about:
 
Tort reform – passed in House and senate
Workers comp reform – passed in Senate
Opportunity fund – passed in House (and senate?)
Reexamination of tax credits - ?
Lower income tax – automatically went into affect
IT consolidation – passed house
One stop shop for businesses – passed House and Senate
Paperless billing - ?
Pension reform - ?
Agency consolidation - ?
Health insurance exchange – passed House
Raise awareness for health problems – implemented by 5320 campaign in health department
Alternative sentencing / rehabilitation programs - ?
Reform board of education – passed in House and Senate
Elimination of social promotion - ?
Get more money in classroom - ?
Eliminate trial de novo – passed in House (Senate too?)
 
I need to run through this with McNutt asap
 
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RE: Letter from Chairman McKeon
Date: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:34:00 AM

Just joined the call.
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Kinzel, Will; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Subject: Letter from Chairman McKeon
 
All- please see attachment from Will for this morning’s call.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 

From: Kinzel, Will [mailto:Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:05 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RE: 4/30 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can you send this out to the group as well?
 
Thanks!
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, April 29, 2012 8:56 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; White, Brandi
(McConnell); Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 4/30 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 4/30, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
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a)     RGPPC Events:  Your energy staff may register for our Charlotte event here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC
will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 
 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Signed Medical Device Letter (Debbie Hohlt)

 
c)      Subcommittee updates: 
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1.       Energy and Environment: Revised principles are attached.  Marie and Seth

will coordinate individuals calls with those states who need additional
conversation. Approval is due by May 2.  A separate email regarding our
energy effort will be sent to you and your energy advisors and a separate
conference will be set to discuss this in more detail. 

2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  The first draft of the healthcare report
 will be released to all Republican states for review the second week in May.

3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee met on April 16. A first draft of
education principles will be released to all states on Monday May 7.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

d)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
            HASC Chair McKeon letter to governors and discussion regarding the impact of
sequestration
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
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6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:31:00 PM

Not necessarily. It does not change our position, as outlined in the statements I have already sent
you.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:10 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
Does Oklahoma plan to issue a state declaration letter to the feds by Nov. 16?

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges

See attached – blueprint deadline for insurance exchanges has now been extended to Dec 14.
 

 

Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:12:00 PM

Only what I sent you earlier.
I think this reinforces the idea that the November 16 “deadline” is not a hard deadline. Like I said
before (and below), it is difficult if not impossible for the state to choose how to proceed when the
federal government has not answered our questions or provided more information.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
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From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:10 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
Great, thanks!

You have a comment?

Zeke

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges

See attached – blueprint deadline for insurance exchanges has now been extended to Dec 14.
 

 

Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
 

37597

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:08:00 PM

Right but it does show we were basically correct about it not being a hard deadline and the feds
rolling
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
I don’t see why not. it still gives us the other question to ask regarding the declaration letter which
we did not discuss, but I don’t think our situation has changed…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
Can I forward to press
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Reps
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to
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operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216583-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:05:00 PM

Can I forward to press
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Reps
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
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To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216583-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:31:00 PM

Yep I did
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
Yes, but please take names and emails that sent off
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 05:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges 
 
Can I forward to press
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Reps
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
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Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216583-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Chris Casteel
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: Letter from Sen. Coburn to Gov. Fallin re: concerns with potential expansion of Oklahoma"s Medicaid

program
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 4:07:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png

Hi Chris, attributable to me:
“The governor’s office has received the letter. Governor Fallin appreciates and values Senator
Coburn’s input. As she has said in the past, the governor does not plan to announce any decision
regarding Medicaid expansion until after the election. She does, however, share Senator Coburn’s
concern that any expansion could result in additional costs to taxpayers and to the state of
Oklahoma.” -AW
 

From: Chris Casteel [mailto:CCasteel@opubco.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Letter from Sen. Coburn to Gov. Fallin re: concerns with potential expansion of
Oklahoma's Medicaid program
Importance: High
 
Hey Alex,

 
Just wondering if the governor has any response to this.

 
Thanks!

 
Chris

 

From: Bernhardt, Becky (Coburn) [mailto:Becky_Bernhardt@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Bernhardt, Becky (Coburn)
Subject: Letter from Sen. Coburn to Gov. Fallin re: concerns with potential expansion of Oklahoma's
Medicaid program
Importance: High

Folks –
 
I wanted to make sure you were the first to see the attached letter which Senator
Coburn sent to Governor Fallin today highlighting several reasons not to expand
Oklahoma’s Medicaid program. As a result of the Supreme Court ruling the massive
expansion of Medicaid under Obamacare unconstitutional in June of this year, states
have the option to expand their Medicaid program under the law, but are now not
required to do so.
 
Specifically, Senator Coburn explains the following concerns with any decision to
expand Oklahoma’s Medicaid program:
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·         Some of the cost of expanding Medicaid in Oklahoma will be borne by

Oklahoma taxpayers;
·         Options for expanding Medicaid under the health care law assume the

federal matching rate is continued at current levels, even though the
federal government has a poor track record of upholding promises to
American citizens;

·         Expanding Medicaid under the health care law could effectively reduce
private health insurance options for Oklahomans;

·         Expanding Medicaid further perpetuates federal bureaucrats’ control of
Oklahoma’s Medicaid program;

·         A general concern with Medicaid expansions under the health care law is the
issue of Medicaid patients’ reduced access to health care because of the
program’s low reimbursement rates for health providers;

·         Essential medical care is not equally available to patients on the program
 
 
Thank you,
Becky
 
 
Becky Bernhardt
Deputy Press Secretary
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
Oklahoma
(202) 224-5754
becky_bernhardt@coburn.senate.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Wendy Gregory
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Letter to E&C- Obamacare
Date: Thursday, February 24, 2011 11:15:39 AM

Sure, I’ve copied a ton of people who you can follow up with! I’m sure someone will take the lead J
 

From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 11:11 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw:Letter to E&C- Obamacare
 
Denise, could we get Rep. John Sullivan such a letter in the next few days??
 
From: Hedgecock, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hedgecock@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:48 AM
To: Wendy Gregory 
Subject: Obamacare 
 
Wendy –
 
House E&C is holding its first Obamacare hearing NEXT WEDNESDAY, March 1.
 
Committee staff is asking each member to obtain a letter from their Governor, pointing out pitfalls,
problems, with Obamacare.
 
Here’s what they sent:
 
In preparation for next week’s hearing on the impact of Obamacare on the states, we’re planning a
comprehensive communications plan. One tactic includes asking Republican governors to write your
boss a letter outlining some concerns they have with Obamacare on your state. Will Kinzel from the
Speaker’s office is going to reach out to your state’s DC director, asking if they might be willing to get
their governor to write such a letter.
 
It’s not going to be a hard push and we don’t really need you to do anything…just wanted to make
you aware this was going on. If your governor doesn’t want to do it, this is not a high pressure deal.
 
The idea would be to have any Member of the Committee who secures a letter from their governor
mention it when they begin their questioning, “Mr. Chairman I want mention that I just received a
letter from my Governor yesterday, expressing concern about Obamacare on my state and want to
include the letter in the record.” Or something like that.
 
 
Would it be possible to have someone on your staff prepare such a letter for our office?
 
Thanks, Wendy!
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Letter to E&C- Obamacare
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:35:17 AM
Importance: High

Congressman Sullivan’s hearing is tomorrow; do we have a letter I can email him that he can use??
Need it asap, please and thank you!
 
http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings/hearingdetail.aspx?NewsID=8250
 
The Consequences of Obamacare: Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care
Reform

March 1, 2011

On Tuesday, March 1, 2011, the Committee on Energy and Commerce will hold a hearing entitled “The

Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care Reform.”  The hearing will take place

at 9:00 a.m. in 2123 Rayburn House Office Building.  Witnesses to be announced.

 
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 11:17 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Letter to E&C- Obamacare
 
Sure, I’ve copied a ton of people who you can follow up with! I’m sure someone will take the lead J
 

From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 11:11 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw:Letter to E&C- Obamacare
 
Denise, could we get Rep. John Sullivan such a letter in the next few days??
 
From: Hedgecock, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hedgecock@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:48 AM
To: Wendy Gregory 
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Subject: Obamacare 
 
Wendy –
 
House E&C is holding its first Obamacare hearing NEXT WEDNESDAY, March 1.
 
Committee staff is asking each member to obtain a letter from their Governor, pointing out pitfalls,
problems, with Obamacare.
 
Here’s what they sent:
 
In preparation for next week’s hearing on the impact of Obamacare on the states, we’re planning a
comprehensive communications plan. One tactic includes asking Republican governors to write your
boss a letter outlining some concerns they have with Obamacare on your state. Will Kinzel from the
Speaker’s office is going to reach out to your state’s DC director, asking if they might be willing to get
their governor to write such a letter.
 
It’s not going to be a hard push and we don’t really need you to do anything…just wanted to make
you aware this was going on. If your governor doesn’t want to do it, this is not a high pressure deal.
 
The idea would be to have any Member of the Committee who secures a letter from their governor
mention it when they begin their questioning, “Mr. Chairman I want mention that I just received a
letter from my Governor yesterday, expressing concern about Obamacare on my state and want to
include the letter in the record.” Or something like that.
 
 
Would it be possible to have someone on your staff prepare such a letter for our office?
 
Thanks, Wendy!
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Rose, Jacqueline
Subject: RE: Lou Dobbs Tonight Media Request
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:20:00 PM

Jacqueline,

 

Gov. Fallin is out of the country in England until Wed. and then she will be in Williamsburg,

VA for the National Governors Association meetings the rest of the week.  Thanks for the

request.  Please keep in touch, as I’m sure Gov. Fallin would enjoy coming on the show in

the future.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Rose, Jacqueline [mailto:Jacqueline.Rose@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:19 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Lou Dobbs Tonight Media Request
Importance: High
 
Hey Aaron!
 
Nice  to meet you over e-mail.   My name  is  Jacqueline Rose and I work with Lou Dobbs at the Fox
Business  Network.    We’d  love  to  have  Governor  Fallin  on  our  program one evening this week to
speak about the Obama administration’s attempt to blackmail states into going along with a massive
and costly expansion of Medicaid.   We’d  love  to have him!   Thanks much and let me know we air
from 7-8 pm EST. 
 
All my best,
 
Jacqueline Rose
Booker, Lou Dobbs Tonight
Fox Business Network
1211 Avenue of the Americas, Floor 16
New York, NY 10036
Office: (212) 301-5893
Cell: (646) 468-0974
Jacqueline.Rose@Foxbusiness.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Rose, Jacqueline
Subject: RE: Lou Dobbs Tonight Media Request
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:23:00 PM

I will check and get back to you if there is some time available.

 

From: Rose, Jacqueline [mailto:Jacqueline.Rose@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Lou Dobbs Tonight Media Request
 
Ohhh ok no worries!  Thanks for getting back to me Aaron.  Does she by chance have an evening
next week that looks good?
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Rose, Jacqueline
Subject: RE: Lou Dobbs Tonight Media Request
 
Jacqueline,

 

Gov. Fallin is out of the country in England until Wed. and then she will be in Williamsburg,

VA for the National Governors Association meetings the rest of the week.  Thanks for the

request.  Please keep in touch, as I’m sure Gov. Fallin would enjoy coming on the show in

the future.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Rose, Jacqueline [mailto:Jacqueline.Rose@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:19 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Lou Dobbs Tonight Media Request
Importance: High
 
Hey Aaron!
 
Nice  to meet you over e-mail.   My name  is  Jacqueline Rose and I work with Lou Dobbs at the Fox
Business  Network.    We’d  love  to  have  Governor  Fallin  on  our  program one evening this week to
speak about the Obama administration’s attempt to blackmail states into going along with a massive
and costly expansion of Medicaid.   We’d  love  to have him!   Thanks much and let me know we air
from 7-8 pm EST. 
 
All my best,
 
Jacqueline Rose
Booker, Lou Dobbs Tonight
Fox Business Network
1211 Avenue of the Americas, Floor 16
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New York, NY 10036
Office: (212) 301-5893
Cell: (646) 468-0974
Jacqueline.Rose@Foxbusiness.com
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:10:00 AM

Are they really? Lol! Go get ‘em boss!
 
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:18 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
 
They are going to rejoin next year when GMF is chair!
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 09:59 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association 
 
Interesting story about Maine.
 

From: GOVERNING Daily [mailto:newsletters@governing.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:16 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
 

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser

 

GOVERNING Daily

 

Sponsor: DBIA

 

STAY CONNECTED

   Friend us on Facebook 
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Tuesday, October 02, 2012

Maine
Gov. LePage Pulls Out of National Governors Association

He says Maine isn't getting enough benefits for its $60,000-a-year membership fee

and is also urging other state officials to review whether they're getting value from the

various national groups and associations for which they're using taxpayer funds to pay

for membership.

Bangor Daily News | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Detroit Water Workers Ignore Judge's Order to End Strike

STATE NEWS
Texas Parents Owe Nearly $11B in Child Support

Perry's Proposal to Freeze College Tuition Gets Lukewarm Response

Brown Signs Bills Regulating Buy Here Pay Here Used-Car Lots

Without Reform, Illinois Will Pay $1.5B a Year to Fix Pensions

DNA Evidence Exonerates 300th Prisoner Nationwide

POLITICS NEWS
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Read about how federal
issues play into state
elections, the push to give
terminally ill patients more
control over their final
days, Milwaukee's
controversial 911 overhaul,
governing in 2037 and
more.

Subscribe | Current Issue

 

POPULAR on GOVERNING.com

1. Parents Owing Child Support
Avoid Jail (Not For Free)

In Virginia, where parents owe more than $2
billion, a program helps solve the underlying
issues that keep them from paying up.

2. As America Ages, States Prepare
for Alzheimer's Crisis

One in eight older Americans live with
Alzheimer’s disease, costing the health-care
sector up to $200 billion annually. So what are
states doing about it?

3. Milwaukee Police Give 911 a
Facelift

The city's initiative has won kudos at the national
level but created controversy locally.

 

WHO SAID THAT?

When people are using
language like ‘death panels,’
there’s more emotion and fear
than if you say you want to
honor the wishes of this
individual."

More Quotes

 

DAILY DIGIT

29
The number of metro areas where commuters

increased their use of public transportation last

year, according to a Governing analysis of new

census data. Find out if yours was one of them.

More Digits

 

Sponsored Papers

California Governor Vetoes Some Labor-Backed Bills

Union Battle Moves to California This November

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
Seattle Police Use Twitter to Report Crime

FEDERAL NEWS
Federal Push to Legalize Online Poker Annoys States

 

ADVERTISEMENT

A Sustainability Guide for Public Officials

Over the summer, state and local government leaders

convened at the “Smart, Livable, Sustainable” conference

in Santa Monica, CA, to learn about innovative ideas that

help align policy, governance and program management

to achieve a sustainable future. This guide highlights

snapshots of the conference presentations and provides

resources for public officials working toward a more

sustainable future. Click here to learn more.

FROM THE BLOGS

Obamacare v. Romneycare: Which States Would Be Most
Affected?

Two analyses released in the last week estimated the number of uninsured would
increase if the ACA were repealed and replaced by the Republican plan.

Politics | Read more

Bicycles, Beer and the Factory Jobs that Aren't Coming
Back

Manufacturing is going the way of agriculture, which technology has reshaped to
employ ever-fewer workers. But traditional manufacturing isn't the only game in town.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

Data Shows Where Workers Relying More on Public
Transportation

See which metro areas have the highest share of public transportation commuters,
according to new census estimates.

By the Numbers | Read more

When the Music Stops

A lot of our symphony orchestras are in trouble, and the changing nature of cities is
part of the problem. But Buck Owens may have some lessons for Beethoven.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

The Farm Bill Expires This Week. Does It Matter?

Not much -- for now. But lawmakers, especially those from agriculture-producing
states, have warned Congress about the troubles that could ensue.

FedWatch | Read more

Medicaid Consumes More of Federal Aid to States and
Localities

Medicaid has tripled as a share of federal outlays to state and local governments since
1980.

FedWatch | Read more
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Time and Attendance Strategies for
the Modern Workforce

In the white paper Time and Attendance
Strategies for the Modern Workforce, you'll learn
how high performing organizations leverage
workforce management strategies and solutions
to drive business success.

Sponsored by Kronos

The 2012 Presidential Electoral Vote Breakdown Updated

Could the recent upswing in Obama's poll numbers get him the 270 votes he needs to
win re-election?

Politics | Read more

Delivering Services with Agility and Flexibility

Oregon has a unique approach to designing its health-care programs: a management
system that aims to eliminate silos.

Better, Faster, Cheaper | Read more
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From: Kaleb Bennett
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 7:14:51 PM

Medical loss ratio. This is the amount a insurance provider must pay toward direct services from the
premiums paid. Obamacare requires 80% (85% for non profit insurers) of premiums be paid toward
claims. If it is less than that insurance companies face penalties. 

The waiver is there for states if the 80% requirement would drive too many providers out of a state
and decrease patient choices. 

This mostly has to do with the individual health insurance market. 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:56 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event 
 
Nice. What is MLR waiver? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:54 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Subject: Fw: March 24th TAHU event 
 
FYI. Questions GMF will get tomorrow after her speech at health underwriters.

 
From: Jennifer Helms [mailto:jhelms@fennellassociates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Michael Stephens  
Subject: March 24th TAHU event 
 

Aaron,

I apologize for getting this to you late, but here are 3 questions we have that we
would like the Governor to address at the end of her speech.  These topics have
come up in different several meetings with agents and brokers.

1.      In light of concerns regarding ramifications of accepting federal grant money,
was it feasible to find state revenue to develop a state-based exchange? 

2.      What is status of the filing for the MLR waiver for Oklahoma?

3.      In Governor Fallin’s prospective, as a former Congresswoman, which of the
following scenarios do you perceive most likely?  Repeal and Replace, Pieces of the
law replaced, or defunding to delay enforcement of the law?
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We were also told today that Channel 2 (NBC), KOED and PBS will all be in
attendance tomorrow for the meeting.  Please feel free to call me on my cell (918)
630-5652 if you have any questions.  Thank you.

Jennifer Helms, RHU®

Account Representative

Fennell & Associates, Inc.

phone: 918/632-0136

fax: 918/632-0846

toll free: 877/632-0136

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email, then delete the original message and destroy all copies. If
you are the intended recipient, but do not wish to receive communications through this medium, please advise the sender
immediately.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 6:56:15 PM

Nice. What is MLR waiver? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:54 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Subject: Fw: March 24th TAHU event 
 
FYI. Questions GMF will get tomorrow after her speech at health underwriters.

 
From: Jennifer Helms  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Michael Stephens  
Subject: March 24th TAHU event 
 

Aaron,

I apologize for getting this to you late, but here are 3 questions we have that we
would like the Governor to address at the end of her speech.  These topics have
come up in different several meetings with agents and brokers.

1.      In light of concerns regarding ramifications of accepting federal grant money,
was it feasible to find state revenue to develop a state-based exchange? 

2.      What is status of the filing for the MLR waiver for Oklahoma?

3.      In Governor Fallin’s prospective, as a former Congresswoman, which of the
following scenarios do you perceive most likely?  Repeal and Replace, Pieces of the
law replaced, or defunding to delay enforcement of the law?

We were also told today that Channel 2 (NBC), KOED and PBS will all be in
attendance tomorrow for the meeting.  Please feel free to call me on my cell (918)
630-5652 if you have any questions.  Thank you.

Jennifer Helms, RHU®

Account Representative

Fennell & Associates, Inc.

phone: 918/632-0136

fax: 918/632-0846

toll free: 877/632-0136
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "jhelms@fennellassociates.com"
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 6:53:40 PM

Thanks.
 
From: Jennifer Helms [mailto:jhelms@fennellassociates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Michael Stephens  
Subject: March 24th TAHU event 
 

Aaron,

I apologize for getting this to you late, but here are 3 questions we have that we
would like the Governor to address at the end of her speech.  These topics have
come up in different several meetings with agents and brokers.

1.      In light of concerns regarding ramifications of accepting federal grant money,
was it feasible to find state revenue to develop a state-based exchange? 

2.      What is status of the filing for the MLR waiver for Oklahoma?

3.      In Governor Fallin’s prospective, as a former Congresswoman, which of the
following scenarios do you perceive most likely?  Repeal and Replace, Pieces of the
law replaced, or defunding to delay enforcement of the law?

We were also told today that Channel 2 (NBC), KOED and PBS will all be in
attendance tomorrow for the meeting.  Please feel free to call me on my cell (918)
630-5652 if you have any questions.  Thank you.

Jennifer Helms, RHU®

Account Representative

Fennell & Associates, Inc.

phone: 918/632-0136

fax: 918/632-0846

toll free: 877/632-0136

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email, then delete the original message and destroy all copies. If
you are the intended recipient, but do not wish to receive communications through this medium, please advise the sender
immediately.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Kaleb Bennett; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 7:27:47 PM

An MLR Waiver has not been addressed in any of our steering meetings to date...I am checking on
it...
 
From: Kaleb Bennett 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 07:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry 
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event 
 
Medical loss ratio. This is the amount a insurance provider must pay toward direct services from the
premiums paid. Obamacare requires 80% (85% for non profit insurers) of premiums be paid toward
claims. If it is less than that insurance companies face penalties. 

The waiver is there for states if the 80% requirement would drive too many providers out of a state
and decrease patient choices. 

This mostly has to do with the individual health insurance market. 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:56 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Subject: Re: March 24th TAHU event 
 
Nice. What is MLR waiver? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:54 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry 
Subject: Fw: March 24th TAHU event 
 
FYI. Questions GMF will get tomorrow after her speech at health underwriters.

 
From: Jennifer Helms [mailto:jhelms@fennellassociates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Michael Stephens  
Subject: March 24th TAHU event 
 

Aaron,

I apologize for getting this to you late, but here are 3 questions we have that we
would like the Governor to address at the end of her speech.  These topics have
come up in different several meetings with agents and brokers.

1.      In light of concerns regarding ramifications of accepting federal grant money,
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was it feasible to find state revenue to develop a state-based exchange? 

2.      What is status of the filing for the MLR waiver for Oklahoma?

3.      In Governor Fallin’s prospective, as a former Congresswoman, which of the
following scenarios do you perceive most likely?  Repeal and Replace, Pieces of the
law replaced, or defunding to delay enforcement of the law?

We were also told today that Channel 2 (NBC), KOED and PBS will all be in
attendance tomorrow for the meeting.  Please feel free to call me on my cell (918)
630-5652 if you have any questions.  Thank you.

Jennifer Helms, RHU®

Account Representative

Fennell & Associates, Inc.

phone: 918/632-0136

fax: 918/632-0846

toll free: 877/632-0136

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email, then delete the original message and destroy all copies. If
you are the intended recipient, but do not wish to receive communications through this medium, please advise the sender
immediately.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: RE: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:33:00 AM

I like how they make fun of Preston for using the word “robust”
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:30 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
 

Mary Goes Trolling for Bond Money
by Ms. D.B.

 
On Tuesday, January 17, 2012  Gov. Mary Fallin put out a press release about her upcoming trip to New York City for the

purpose of bowing before the big money boys.
 

"Governor Fallin will lead an Oklahoma delegation to New York City on Thursday, Jan. 19, to discuss the possibility of
improving the state’s bond ratings.  Joining the governor will be state Treasurer Ken Miller, Preston Doerflinger, director
of the Office of State Finance and secretary of finance in the governor’s cabinet, and State Bond Advisor Jim Joseph.”

 
“The ratings influence the terms and rates of state-held bonds.“Our meeting with bond advisors gives us a great

opportunity to showcase Oklahoma’s strong economy and fiscally sound policies,” Fallin said. “Unlike the federal
government, Oklahoma has balanced its budget, has made a robust recovery from the recession and has one of the lowest
unemployment rates in the nation.  We are experiencing double-digit growth in state revenues and our Rainy Day Fund
will probably exceed $500 million this year after being depleted during the recession.  We also are in the process of a

government modernization effort that will save taxpayer funds and have taken significant steps to reduce the liabilities of
our retirement systems.”

 
It is good to hear that Oklahoma Is doing well.   We all want to think that things are getting better.  Too bad Mary Fallin

has to throw a wet blanket on it with her self-absorbed, pompous behavior. Could we possibly have a more, insincere
person as our state leader? Was it really necessary to take the entire finance dept. on a trip across the country on taxpayer

money? I wonder what that shin-dig cost us? Not to mention the taxpayers’ pay a specific person to handle all bond
advisory issues. If he’s not capable then maybe that position needs to be re-evaluated.  You know, “Down sized

/modernized”?
 

Oklahoma has a lot of serious issues that the Governor could and should be focused on.  It seems not to matter if it doesn’t
makes a cha -ching sound.  The inconsistency’s in information concerning finances make any report less than creditable.
One day we’ve depleted all funds and she wants to close family parks, then suddenly we have an overflowing raining day
fund of over $500 million robust dollars and Mary and her gang on leaving on a jet plane. Someone is either a manic or

they just can’t keep up with what was said yesterday.
 

Then we have Mr. Doerflinger that is attempting to side step with his obviously new found vocabulary words. Keep it real
Mr. Do finger.  Stop trying to candy coat the Governors’ agenda.  Modernization is not $100 million in debt dumped into
the laps of the Dept. of Transportation.   Also, it is stated that every single dime is approved to be spent.   Don’t you know

that it will be?   Robust indeed…
 

I always associated the word “robust” with the smell of good coffee, but when you have a Governor that can smell money
I guess it will fly when referring to any large amount of money spent without our knowledge or any oversight.  Finally, no

one has really said how the N.Y.C. Party on the  State Taxpayer’s  Money  turned out.    What I do know is that with a
rainy day/pinch/grab fund of $500 million, “robust” dollars, no one should need a loan of any kind for a very long time. 

 Modernize that Mary.
  

Thought for the day: If the rainy day fund of $500 million was to be counted today what amount would be there??
 

 
 

From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:12 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
 

Forward this email to a friend 
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Ron Paul County Coordinators Needed
Join the National Ron Paul 2012 Campaign

 
Contact alg@ronpaul2012.com for more info

 
 

Fresh Start or More of the Same and Worse?
 
 
 

Last legislative session was begun with an attack on conservative values and those that licked the
hand of the State Chamber got a taste of what was coming to them in 2012.   The year ended with
the defeat of the Speaker Steele/Hickman faction, a humilliating defeat for Speaker Steele
personally.   The year started with calls for an investigation of Speaker Steele over his part in the
Comp Case scandal.   Opening day might just turn out to be very interesting this year.
 
But rank and file Republicans mostly just want to represent their constituents and go home.  Still
they are on the battleground so they need to stand behind those that are trying to  clean up state
government or be considered as against the public good.   They face a tough political year with the
filing season moved into the legislative session, preventing the collection of campaign
contributions by incumbents until after the session ends.   They are also facing a growing number
of citizen legislator candidates that are rising in response to the dirt that has been revealed over the
last two years.
 
So the last thing a legislator wants is to have the Sooner Tea Party on their back.   It should be
obvious on how to avoid getting on our radar but just in case here is what we expect this year.
 
Follow the Republican Party Platform.  Not just the socially conservative parts, all ten major
pillars as laid out in the platform.  Support HR 1004, the right of all bills to be heard.  Defeat the
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange.  Stop all tax increases and all tax credits for
special interests and reduce everyone's tax bill.  Follow the Constitution and protect our Bill of
Rights.
 
And basically, if the State Chamber is for it, it is a very bad idea to back the issue.
 
We are watching.   There are far more of us than there was last year.   We have a newspaper
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 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of

screen printing, vinyl

signs, banners, offset

printing, and all of

your printing needs. 

Randy and his family

have supported the

conservative

movment for many

years

 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

coming out in the first few weeks of February, running late because of the temporary loss of our
first editor, but it will be first deployed in Glen Mulready's district in the coming days.   And that
temporary loss will be more than made up with the increase in our numbers from the presidential
campaign volunteers.
 
For decades the special interests have had the run of the Capitol but the internet age is here and
activists are shining a light into the shadows where corruption has flourished.   We are watching
and we will come after you if you dare to betray the public trust.
 
 
 

 
Mary Goes Trolling for Bond Money

by Ms. D.B.
 

On Tuesday, January 17, 2012  Gov. Mary Fallin put out a press release about her upcoming trip
to New York City for the purpose of bowing before the big money boys.

 
"Governor Fallin will lead an Oklahoma delegation to New York City on Thursday, Jan. 19, to
discuss the possibility of improving the state’s bond ratings.  Joining the governor will be state

Treasurer Ken Miller, Preston Doerflinger, director of the Office of State Finance and secretary of
finance in the governor’s cabinet, and State Bond Advisor Jim Joseph.”

 
“The ratings influence the terms and rates of state-held bonds.“Our meeting with bond advisors

gives us a great opportunity to showcase Oklahoma’s strong economy and fiscally sound
policies,” Fallin said. “Unlike the federal government, Oklahoma has balanced its budget, has

made a robust recovery from the recession and has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the
nation.  We are experiencing double-digit growth in state revenues and our Rainy Day Fund will
probably exceed $500 million this year after being depleted during the recession.  We also are in
the process of a government modernization effort that will save taxpayer funds and have taken

significant steps to reduce the liabilities of our retirement systems.”
 

It is good to hear that Oklahoma Is doing well.   We all want to think that things are getting better.
 Too bad Mary Fallin has to throw a wet blanket on it with her self-absorbed, pompous behavior.
Could we possibly have a more, insincere person as our state leader? Was it really necessary to
take the entire finance dept. on a trip across the country on taxpayer money? I wonder what that
shin-dig cost us? Not to mention the taxpayers’ pay a specific person to handle all bond advisory
issues. If he’s not capable then maybe that position needs to be re-evaluated.  You know, “Down

sized /modernized”?
 

Oklahoma has a lot of serious issues that the Governor could and should be focused on.  It seems
not to matter if it doesn’t makes a cha -ching sound.  The inconsistency’s in information

concerning finances make any report less than creditable. One day we’ve depleted all funds and
she wants to close family parks, then suddenly we have an overflowing raining day fund of over
$500 million robust dollars and Mary and her gang on leaving on a jet plane. Someone is either a

manic or they just can’t keep up with what was said yesterday.
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 

Then we have Mr. Doerflinger that is attempting to side step with his obviously new found
vocabulary words. Keep it real Mr. Do finger.  Stop trying to candy coat the Governors’ agenda. 

Modernization is not $100 million in debt dumped into the laps of the Dept. of Transportation.
  Also, it is stated that every single dime is approved to be spent.   Don’t you know that it will be?

   Robust indeed…
 

I always associated the word “robust” with the smell of good coffee, but when you have a
Governor that can smell money I guess it will fly when referring to any large amount of money
spent without our knowledge or any oversight.  Finally, no one has really said how the N.Y.C.

Party on the  State Taxpayer’s  Money  turned out.    What I do know is that with a rainy
day/pinch/grab fund of $500 million, “robust” dollars, no one should need a loan of any kind for a

very long time.   Modernize that Mary.
  

Thought for the day: If the rainy day fund of $500 million was to be counted today what amount
would be there??

 
 

 
House Bill 2229 and the Wellness Council

By Ms. D.B.
 

When our state official's get together and begin racking their brains on how to trim the
expenditures let's give them a few pointers.   HB 2229 is to consider if the Wellness Council

should be continued or if it should be eliminated as a state agency.   This “Wellness Council” has
got to be one of the most useless organizations in state government. 

 
 I don't know who came up with it in the first place, and I myself wouldn't admit it, but at this

point that is irrelevant.  There is absolutely no need for the state to waste time or money
appointing someone to call meetings or to tell a group of adults how to take care of themselves. 

This isn’t the employer's responsibility, nor should the state be that deep into the employee’s
business. If the benefits offered through an employer have choices such as health care or fitness

then that should be up to each individual to make a choice.
 

If they don't have enough information to make a choice I suppose they will ask or make an
informative phone call.   This can be achieved by providing the employees with information

booklets and phone numbers.
==========================================================
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impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Amendment for the Oversight Committee on State Employee
Charitable Contributions

 As Introduced by Representative George Faught
By Ms. P. M.

 
We brushed on HB 2228 last week.  This bill is to determine whether or not the Oversight

Committee on State Employee Charitable Contributions is to continue as a government agency.  
The oversight committee picks the list of approved charities for payroll deductions from state

employees. The usual suspects get approved, the United Way, assorted Muslim groups associated
with unindicted co-conspirators with links to terror groups..., the usual politically correct charities
that can afford to lobby the Oversight Council and pay the huge administrative costs that go along

with a well connected and well paid organizations.
 

State Employee Charitable Contributions Act:
 

This amendment relates to Sunset Law that is defined as a measure within a statute, regulation or
other law that provides that the law shall cease to have effect after a specific date, unless further
legislative action is taken to extend the law. This bill would extend the date until July 1, 2016.

You can read the entire proposed bill here.
 

With Oklahoma taxpayers already stretched by paying for this nonsensical department creating
oversight committee, one would think this is a prime target for shrinking the size of state

government.   If state employees can't figure out where they want to give their money on their
own it makes it easy to understand why they work for the government.   I can only wonder how

they manage to function in everyday life outside the protective bubble where they work.
 

When I hear "Sunset" I picture myself sitting on the beach in Key West visiting "Margaretville"
having a grand ole' time. It is ironic how government can turn a vacation into a bureaucratic

nightmare. Let's let this one expire!
 
 
 

Hall of Fame or Hall of Shame?
 

HB 2232, THE MUSIC HALL OF SHAME
AUTHORED BY GEORGE FAUGHT

By R.H.
 

This bill re-authorizes the Muskogee Music Hall of Fame Board, extending the program until July
1, 2016. The Board members are appointed by the Governor with advice and consent of the

Senate. Selection of members is determined by learning who shows “a sincere desire to recognize
Oklahoma's contribution to music”.     Okay…

 
The bill goes on to say the function should be to honor those, living or dead, who, by achievement
or service, have made outstanding and lasting contributions to music in Oklahoma or elsewhere.

 
 

This all sounds great but there is more to it than warm and fuzzy feelings?   Muskogee crime
statistics report an overall downward trend but violent crime is increasing with property crime

decreasing.   Overall the report shows Muskogee has crime rates higher than all of Oklahoma or
the national average.

 
One might think the priority would be to create an atmosphere where people are safe before

throwing money at a Tourist Attraction.   It is time to pull the plug and we dare Representative
Fart to live up to the Republican Party Platform and dissolve this useless pork project.   

 
==========================================================
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Proposed Ethics Rules or Stand Up Comedy?
PROPOSED HOUSE CODE OF CONDUCT IS A JOKE

By R.H.
 

Granted under Articles V Sections 30 and 42 of the Oklahoma Constitution, the Oklahoma House
of Representatives has the authority to discipline their own, but their proposed rules and

punishments leave a lot to be desired. They are more set up to protect House leadership’s agenda
than to enforce ethical behavior.

 
The new rules ask House members to refrain from disorderly behavior  including anything that

might diminish” public confidence” in the House of Representatives. Speaker Steele has
accomplished that all by himself by turning on the very conservative House members that helped
elect him, accompanied by the refusal of committee chairs to hear bills presented by conservative
Republicans and Democrats alike.   If anyone has eroded the peoples’ confidence in the House of

Representatives it is the Speaker himself through his atrocious leadership blunders.
 

Article 5, Sections 18 and 23 of the Oklahoma Constitution prohibits Representatives from
engaging in self-dealing. What do you call the Speakers involvement in a committee to promote

soft on crime bills that are in line with his social justice agenda?  It would seem to me that the
Speaker would have to recuse himself from all matters dealing with any bills dealing with the

prison system.  This might also be covered under Article 5 Section 24 of the Oklahoma
Constitution.

 
Article 5 Section 30 of the Oklahoma Constitution requires a two thirds majority vote for the

majority expulsion of a member. Just imagine, a convicted felon serving in the House of
Representative because they could not muster a 2/3 votes. A Constitutional amendment should be
brought forth that would allow for the removal from the house of a convicted felon on a simple

majority vote. We are not served by felons in the House.
 

I'll grant you there needs to be a Code of Conduct in the House of Representatives, but the people
who propose these rules need to use something they all seem to be lacking. That something is

called common sense.   A little common sense would tell them that these rules are meant to shut
them up and prevent them from exposing the corruption and self dealing at the Capitol. They
should remember, it's the people’s House of Representatives, the business they are conducting

shouldn’t be embarrassing and the people have a right to know if it is. 
 

This proposal would appoint eight members split between the two parties.  Where is there room for
the Independent?  Are Independent s not allowed a seat in the jury box if the people elect an

Independent?. These new Ethics Committee members are to recommend changes to House Code
of Conduct which as proposed are already a joke.  The rules do attempt to establish a procedure to

receive and investigate complaints for violation of House Rules and to recommend disciplinary
action for those violations. Now here’s the kicker;   this committee is suppose to provide ethics

training to members of the House of Representatives on proper conduct.
 

The problems begin with Rule 2. A:
 

  “The Ethics Committee shall consist of eight (8) members of the house appointed by the
Speaker”
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Why the Speaker? Why not allow each party caucus to pick fair and well respected members?
  And what if the Speaker has an ethics complaint against him as it appears is the case this with

the Kris Steele/Workers Comp scandal?    The people on the Ethics Committee would immediately
be in a conflict of interest on any matter involving the Speaker.   Would they recuse themselves?

  If so, who would investigate these serious allegations against the Speaker?
 

 Rule 2B is a long drawn out procedure to disqualify a person from an investigation.
 

Rule 2C is a disqualifier of a person on the committee if he or she is being investigated. But the
accused member must go through the long drawn out procedure outlined in rule 2b to be

disqualified.   Why not a simple recusal motion here?  What are they afraid of?
 

Rule 2F is to be reviewed for options.  Here’s an option for you.  Instead of replacements being
picked by the Speaker, why not have the individual caucus involved select the replacement in a
vote.  This would surely be a better way than getting the Speakers lap dogs placed on the board.

 
Rule 3 Para B requires that the committee members take the following oath:

 
 “ I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose, to any persons or entity outside the

House Ethics Committee, any information received in the course of my service with the
committee, except as authorized by the committee in accordance with its rules.”

 
But what if the investigation they’re doing uncovers something that is illegal?   Don’t members

have the obligation to report illegal activity to authorities?   Are the committee members not
allowed to justify their votes on this committee?

 
Para D   States that the final report shall remain confidential until such time as the committee

decides to vote and release part or all of the report.  Speaker Steele and his toadies seem to forget
that is the Peoples House and you are conducting the Peoples Business.  The report is the

property of the people and should be released immediately upon the decision being made.  The
People have a right to know and anyone accused of unethical behavior has the right to have their

name cleared.
 

Rule 6 Para A allows for the committee to adopt internal procedures as necessary.  What is this?
 A secretive committee and now secretive rules?   Shades of the Gestapo here.

 
Para 6E states that unless determined by a majority vote, only the Chair and vice Chair of the
committee can make public statements.  Whatever happened to the 1st Amendment.   Are they

afraid the truth will get out?
 

Rule 7 states in part:
 

 “The House ethics Committee shall determine whether any of the facts contained within a
complaint are capable of independent verification through public record or through preliminary

investigatory process and shall cause such facts that are capable of independent informal
verification to be so verified.” 

 
Now you’ve really got to be joking here.  I’m no attorney, but I’m smart enough to know that
some facts you’re not going to get without a subpoena.  This informal investigation is meant to
whitewash any investigation in the hope that it will go away.  Talk about trying to protect their

members.  Here’s a good example.
 

Para 3 gives the committee the right, by majority vote, to refer the complaint to the appropriate
authorities.   This is an attempt to cover up what House leadership did to their fellow colleagues

last year.   In that regard it is disgraceful because they can simply troll for criminal acts committed
by legislators, legislators that aren’t following Speaker Steele’s agenda.  If a legislator has broken
the law and evidence comes forward, let that evidence be given directly to the appropriate District

Attorney or the Attorney General.
 

Rule 8 Para E4 gives the power to the Chair to determine whether or not a witness or documents
to be subpoenaed are likely to provide competent, relevant and material evidence and if so, shall

issue subpoenas as requested by the respondent.  The question here is this;  without seeing the
documents or hearing from the witnesses, how can the chair make a decision on whether or not
they provide any competent, relevant or material evidence in the case before them?   This rule is

more about refusing to allow conservative legislators to provide evidence that will clear their
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names.
 

Rule 9 Para F states in part:
 

 “An official paper or record is not within the privilege established in the paragraph.”  What are
they afraid of.?  Do they plan to twist the words to say something they didn’t?

Para H gives the discretion of making a record of the proceedings to the chair.   This shouldn’t be
left to one person’s discretion.   An audio record and a written transcript should be mandatory.

 You can’t have a body such as this deciding the political future of our elected officials doing so
without an official record.  This in itself brings discredit and shame upon the House of

Representatives.  Representatives should demand that those hearings be open to the public.
 

Para L, 1 claims that there will be strict adherence to the rules of evidence as outlined in
Oklahoma law. They even allow the respondent to have an attorney present and for witnesses,

however that attorney can raise no objections and cannot address the ethics committee.   All they
can do is advise their witness.  An Attorney violating these rules can be found in contempt.  I

wouldn’t blame the attorney, looking at these proposed rules, I’d be contemptuous too.
 

I 3 goes on to say:
 

 “That the Chair, in his or her sole discretion, shall rule upon all objections and upon the
admissibility of evidence arising in the course of deposing witnesses or presenting testimony or

documents to the House Ethics Committee.”
 

So in paragraph we say no objections can be raised, and in another we say the chair has the power
to rule on them.  What the ______ is going on here?  Since when did we elevate a committee chair

to the position of what amounts to a Criminal Courts Judge without going through the proper
procedure?  After all isn’t that what this panel is?

 
Rule 10 Para B allows the committee to step outside the scope of the complaint.  Why?  Granted
there should be some exceptions.  Those exceptions would be criminal in nature and should be

referred to law enforcement.  The way I see it you have a complaint you investigate it, you make
your findings and you move on.  Anything else, except criminal activity, is beyond the scope of

your investigation.
 

Rule 11 The Final Report, the most idiotic rule of all.  Para A:
 

 “A Final Report shall remain confidential except as otherwise provided in this rule.”
 

Why?  If the report clears a Representative, don’t you think we should know?   If you discipline a
Representative, don’t you think we should know?   Remember, this was the Peoples business you

were conducting.  The people have a right to know.
 

Para B is absurd.  You are really going to make House members take the same oath as Ethics
Committee members just to view the final report.   What are you hiding?   Who are you

protecting?   How biased are these proceedings?
 

Para C, by a majority vote may release all or part of the final report.   Hey remember the part
about the Peoples business.  We deserve to know.

 
Rule 12 deals with disciplinary action.  This one is a little difficult to deal with as it is set out in

Oklahoma’s Constitution.  I agree in most of the actions to be taken, but Para 5 presents a
problem for me.  For now we have to let it stand.  

 
Understand these are just draft rules. There is time to change them. We can put the pressure on

them to do so.   Lets make this happen.  You can see the proposed draft legislation here
 

Code of Conduct   House Ethics Rules 
===========================================================
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Failure of Tax Credits

By Ms. P.M.
 

With the announcement of American Airlines filing for bankruptcy one could assume the colossal
tax credits they received did not do Oklahoma any favors.  In 2003 Tulsa voters approved a one-
cent sales tax that provided American Airlines more than $22 million in incentive to stay in the
city and expand their maintenance center.   
 
 
Representative Dank has been busy authoring three new tax credit bills.  HB 2979 isn’t a bad bill,
it removes the transferability of tax credits, something that was a bad idea when it started and
needs shut down.
 
Dank doesn't stop there; HB 2977 is another amendment bill which relates to the "Task Force for
the Study of State Tax Credits." It consists of 10 members:
 
-Chair of the Appropriations and Budget Committee (House)
-Chair of the Appropriations Committee (Senate)
-Chair of the Revenue and Taxation Subcommittee of the Appropriations     
  and budget Committee (House)
-Chair of the Senate Finance Committee
-Director of the Office of State Finance
-State Treasurer
-Secretary of State
-Minority Leader (House)
-Minority Leader (Senate)
-State Auditor and Inspector
 
 
 
Dank isn't done, HB2978 covers identification of certain persons, prohibiting measures allowing
transfer of tax credits and audits. The bill states that any tax credit "shall provide for the creation
of new jobs or the retention of existing jobs within the State of Oklahoma." 
 
Ya think?
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 The suspicions part of this is that the majority of these positions are filled with House leadership
cronies.  They wouldn’t be cutting these tax credits unless this somehow benefited their State
Chamber masters.   This issue bears close watching however the following story sheds some light
on why they are trimming tax credits, so they can re sell the favors to their new campaign donors
in the areospace industry.
 
In the bill on the task force it states the findings must be submitted to the Governor.   I wonder...
with American Airlines in bankruptcy and over 2,000 jobs being lost, is she now wondering why
she thought these tax credits were the grand poo-poo in her panties?   Or was it just a tingling
sphincter moment? She HAS been around a while. It certainly seems as if our Lady Gag-Gag is
downplaying the job loss, "lose some jobs" and these employees have "unique and valuable skill
sets."  I can only think they probably don't feel so valuable right now. You can read her press
release here:

 
=====================================================================

 

 
Retroactive Tax Credits? 

 Are They Insane?
 

Read this pile of steaming corporate cronyism:
 
 

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to income tax; amending 68 O.S. 2011, Section 2357.301, which relates to the aerospace sector income
tax credit; modifying definition; authorizing amended return for specified circumstance and providing deadlines for

filing; providing for codification; and providing an effective date.
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:
SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 68 O.S. 2011, Section 2357.301, is amended to read as follows:
Section 2357.301. As used in Sections 1 through 4 2357.301 through 2357.304 of this act title:

1. “Aerospace sector” means a private or public organization engaged in the manufacture of aerospace or defense
hardware or software, aerospace maintenance, aerospace repair and overhaul, supply of parts to the aerospace industry,
provision of services and support relating to the aerospace industry, research and development of aerospace technology

and systems, and the education and training of aerospace personnel;
2. “Compensation” means payments in the form of contract labor for which the payor is required to provide a Form 1099

to the person paid, wages subject to withholding tax paid to a part-time employee or full-time employee, or salary or
other remuneration. Compensation shall not include employer-provided retirement, medical or health-care benefits,

reimbursement for travel, meals, lodging or any other expense;
3. “Institution” means an institution within The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education or any other public or

private college or university that is accredited by a national accrediting body;
4. “Qualified employer” means a sole proprietor, general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company,
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corporation, other legally recognized business entity, or public entity whose principal business activity involves the
aerospace sector;

5. “Qualified employee” means any person employed by or contracting with a qualified employer on or after January 1,
who has been awarded an undergraduate or graduate degree from a qualified program by an institution, and who was not

employed in the aerospace sector in this state immediately preceding employment or contracting with a qualified
employer. For purposes of this paragraph, prior employment in the aerospace sector shall not include employment or

contracting with a qualified employer as an intern on a nonpermanent basis;
6. “Qualified program” means a program that has been accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) and that awards an undergraduate or graduate degree; and
7. “Tuition” means the average annual amount paid by a qualified employee for enrollment and instruction in a qualified

program. Tuition shall not include the cost of books, fees or room and board.
SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2357.305 of Title 68,

unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:
For the tax years 2009 through 2011, any qualified employee that was employed or contracted as an intern on a

nonpermanent basis in the aerospace sector or any qualified employer who employed or contracted with a qualified
employee as an intern may file an amended Oklahoma income tax return in order to claim the income tax credit provided
for in Section 2357.302, 2357.303 or 2357.304 of Title 68 of the Oklahoma Statutes. Tax year 2009 amended returns may
be filed on or before October 15, 2014, and be considered timely filed for purposes of claiming an income tax refund. All

other tax years are subject to the statute of limitations for refund claims set forth in Section 2373 of Title 68 of the
Oklahoma Statutes.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective January 1, 2013.

 
David Tackett of Oklahomans for Liberty wrote a good expose of this issue.   Below is a

shortened version of his article, here is the full article.
 

Apparently, it's not good enough for Boeing to count these intern-to-full time job hires toward the
tax credit starting this year.  They want the tax break to be retroactive all of the way back to

2009!
 

So, let's put this in perspective.   and the State Chamber opposed giving military veterans an
immediate tax credit on their retirement benefits last year, instead making our veterans wait until
2016 to get their tax break.  (Sorry, I forgot Sen. Mazzei missed several votes during last year's

session including these votes.)

But now, Sen. Mazzei wants us to give Boeing a tax credit for the past 3 years.

I guess that makes sense... If you fought to put your life on the line to protect our freedoms, you
have to wait 4 years for your tax break.  But if you give a lot of money to Sen. Mazzei and the

State Chamber then you can have your tax break passed retroactively.
 

Corporate welfare is bad enough, but when you make it retroactive, you are exposing the
fact that you no longer represent your voters' interest, but those who can give your campaign

the most money.                                                                                    
                                                                                     

 
 

Reserve Cop Gets to Visit Girlfriend Behind Bars
 

In a startling claim, Sheriff John Whetsel said there is not a problem with security at the
Oklahoma County jail after a 60 year old former Langston Reserve Police Officer illegally used

his Police credentials to obtain private visits with his 33 year old incarcerated fiancé at the
Oklahoma County Jail. Someone found herself a sugar daddy.

 
This is unbelievable. How can Sheriff Whetsel’s  people miss the fact that the man checked
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himself in wearing a police uniform and claiming to be from the Logan County Sheriff’s  Office. 
Once maybe, twice never.  It goes back to the old saying fool me once shame on you, fool me

twice shame on me. This guy got away with it six times before he was caught. This is
unbelievable.

 
The man now faces six felony counts of unauthorized entry into a prison institution. His name is

Dawud Ali.  But that’s not all. The man was let go from the Langston Police Department in
January. This raises the question. Why haven’t the guards who allowed this to happen been

disciplined.
 

Sheriff Whetsel’s response to this breach of security has been minimal.  His tightening of security
has been to require that Oklahoma County Jailers have been told to ask more questions. Surely

they can come up with a better way to verify that the investigator that is there is in fact authorized
by the Police Force that sent them to be there. What’s wrong with a phone call to the agency that

they sign in as being from? What’s wrong with requesting that an agency notify the Sheriff’s
Department in advance of who they are sending, two simple solutions to enhance security.

 
Another red flag should have been raised during these visits. With no charges on file from Logan

County or the Langston Police Department, one wonders what ruse was used to get these visits.  A
claim of an ongoing investigation is the most likely culprit.  This is a simple claim to make, but

one that in the future should be verified with the alleged investigating agency.
 

Sheriff Whetsel, you’re there to Protect and to Serve.  You claim to do a pretty good job of it. It
would appear that your defenses at the Oklahoma County Jail are easy to breach.  How many

more horror stories must we hear of the Oklahoma County Jail before something is done?    How
many more security breaches are we to endure?

  How soon will it be before the criminal element figures it out, and escapes start to happen, or
have they and we just haven’t heard about them?

 

 
HB 2536

"OKLAHOMA BEVERAGE CONTAINER RECYCLING ACT"
Authored by Representative McCullough

 
The idea is a mandatory recycling of beverage cans to attract tourists by having less litter on the

ground.   In our previous newsletter we did a story on "Tracking Trash In Tulsa". This new bill is
eerily similar only on a smaller version at least for now. You can read the Bill here.

 
 
 

There are no "smart carts" in front of your house with RFDI chips but the long list of expenses
include new regulations and departments just to name a couple.  Let's not forget the fees and

penalties for violations.  Did you know that the definition of "Consumer" as defined would be "a
person paying the deposit on a deposit beverage container"? 
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One would think the government is the "consumer" after all they will be consuming more taxpayer
money.  Will the price of soda go up AND a deposit added to the increased price?  The retailers

have to cover the added expense of government micro managing with more bureaucracy.
 

After reading many articles on the pros and cons of recycling one issue stood out. Unless the
system is efficient it will operate at a loss.   I can only conclude if the government is involved we
are in trouble.  It will cost taxpayers money to fill coffers at the state level.  How much does the

government do without wasting our money?
 
 

Arm Twisting or Reception?
 

Looks like the State Chamber is already trolling for tramps at 23rd & Lincoln with a reception
Wednesday night.   No doubt legislators can rub elbows with the captains of industry here in

Oklahoma and get reminded of who paid their campaign donations.
 

From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma [mailto:reply@okstatechamber.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:22 PM

Subject: Join Us For Our Legislative Reception

 Join Us For The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Annual Legislative Reception on February 15
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Oklahoma History Center. 

To RSVP, please contact Karen Cagle directly at 405-235-3669 or kcagle@okstatechamber.com.

The State Chamber has released its 2012 Business Agenda for the year. Please click here to see the
full agenda, including a list of Key Legislative Issues. State Chamber members and all elected

officials will be mailed a hard copy of the publication in the coming weeks and additional copies
will be available at the reception.

==========================================================
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Señor Ortega, mi casa es su casa? 

mi casa no su casa!
 

More Amnesty Bills from Representative Ortega
By R.H. 

 
Just like last year, Rep. Ortega has authored his share of amnesty bills. This time he has hedged

his bets by writing three. The first is HB 2792. This bill creates the Oklahoma Immigration Act of
2012.  It's the same amnesty program that ripped George Faught a new one last session.  Got too
many illegal aliens, just make them legal and flout Federal Law.  Who cares how many Natural

Born Americans and Native Oklahomans are out of work. HB 2793 is the same kind of bill.
 

Then there is HB 2798. This is essentially the same bill, with a few word changes. It's a back up
bill in case HB 2792 or HB 2793 fail to pass. Granted Charlie has a lot of illegal aliens in his

district.  Maybe he should care more for the legal residents of his district.
 

What is it that politicians don't understand about amnesty. We tried that when the Democrats
promised to secure the border, and President Regan granted amnesty.  Well the border was never
secured.  Instead we get a President who wants to put kiosk up at some border crossing and trust
that it will be used.  Plus an Attorney General who allows thousands of guns to be walked across
the border unchecked, and then uses it as an excuse to tighten gun sales.   The death of 2 border
patrol agents with those guns didn’t bring  so much as an apology from the Attorney General to

their families.
 

This state has a law in effect now that requires City, County and State law enforcement to report
illegal aliens to the I. C. E.   Most do not. Oklahoma City and Tulsa are known sanctuary cities.

 What is more appropriate is a bill to cut off state funding to law enforcement and county welfare
agencies until the counties come into compliance with current state law.

 
In addition state law makers should take a look at what happens to unemployment numbers when

tough immigration laws are in acted.  Alabama is a good example.   Alabama has seen their
unemployment rate decrease by 1.2% since en-acting their law last year.  Granted it is being

challenged by the great community organizer in chief, President Obama, and the most corrupt
Attorney General in history, but it is still working.

 
Rep. Ortega, you should reconsider your bills, and withdraw them from consideration. These bills

are bad for Oklahoma and bad for Oklahomans
====================================================================
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Republican Precinct Meetings Feb 6th

 
Cleveland County is among a slew of counties holding precinct meetings on Monday night.   

Delegates will be elected to send to the March County Conventions and the April District
Conventions where the delegates will be narrowed down for the State Convention in May.

 
You need to be a registered Republican to vote and become a delegate but anyone can attend.  If

you have recently re registered, take a copy of your registration form with you.
 

Cleveland County’s meeting will be at Joy’s Palace at 300 E Main, Southeast corner of Crawford
and Main in Norman.

 
Here is a link to the Oklahoma GOP website event page where you can check to see when your

County is having their precinct meetings. 
 

http://www.okgop.com/events/
 

Oklahoma County precinct meetings are on Mon, February 6, 6:15pm – 8:15pm
at the Harding Charter School (auditorium), 3333 N. Shartel Ave., OKC

 
Woods, Kay, Oklahoma, Bryan, Logan, Noble and Stevens counties all meet on Monday.   On
Tuesday the Comanche County precinct meetings are held and on Thursday the Pottawatomi

County meetings are held.
 
 

 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc

in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know

who else got the email.

 

Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:

 

Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  

 

Here is the Senate Directory

 

Here is the House Directory
 
 
 

  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent

someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the

newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs. 

We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our

very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: RE: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:34:00 AM

Did you see their nick name for him?  Mr. “Do Finger.”
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: RE: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
 
I like how they make fun of Preston for using the word “robust”
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:30 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
 

Mary Goes Trolling for Bond Money
by Ms. D.B.

 
On Tuesday, January 17, 2012  Gov. Mary Fallin put out a press release about her upcoming trip to New York City for the

purpose of bowing before the big money boys.
 

"Governor Fallin will lead an Oklahoma delegation to New York City on Thursday, Jan. 19, to discuss the possibility of
improving the state’s bond ratings.  Joining the governor will be state Treasurer Ken Miller, Preston Doerflinger, director
of the Office of State Finance and secretary of finance in the governor’s cabinet, and State Bond Advisor Jim Joseph.”

 
“The ratings influence the terms and rates of state-held bonds.“Our meeting with bond advisors gives us a great

opportunity to showcase Oklahoma’s strong economy and fiscally sound policies,” Fallin said. “Unlike the federal
government, Oklahoma has balanced its budget, has made a robust recovery from the recession and has one of the lowest
unemployment rates in the nation.  We are experiencing double-digit growth in state revenues and our Rainy Day Fund
will probably exceed $500 million this year after being depleted during the recession.  We also are in the process of a

government modernization effort that will save taxpayer funds and have taken significant steps to reduce the liabilities of
our retirement systems.”

 
It is good to hear that Oklahoma Is doing well.   We all want to think that things are getting better.  Too bad Mary Fallin

has to throw a wet blanket on it with her self-absorbed, pompous behavior. Could we possibly have a more, insincere
person as our state leader? Was it really necessary to take the entire finance dept. on a trip across the country on taxpayer

money? I wonder what that shin-dig cost us? Not to mention the taxpayers’ pay a specific person to handle all bond
advisory issues. If he’s not capable then maybe that position needs to be re-evaluated.  You know, “Down sized

/modernized”?
 

Oklahoma has a lot of serious issues that the Governor could and should be focused on.  It seems not to matter if it doesn’t
makes a cha -ching sound.  The inconsistency’s in information concerning finances make any report less than creditable.
One day we’ve depleted all funds and she wants to close family parks, then suddenly we have an overflowing raining day
fund of over $500 million robust dollars and Mary and her gang on leaving on a jet plane. Someone is either a manic or

they just can’t keep up with what was said yesterday.
 

Then we have Mr. Doerflinger that is attempting to side step with his obviously new found vocabulary words. Keep it real
Mr. Do finger.  Stop trying to candy coat the Governors’ agenda.  Modernization is not $100 million in debt dumped into
the laps of the Dept. of Transportation.   Also, it is stated that every single dime is approved to be spent.   Don’t you know

that it will be?   Robust indeed…
 

I always associated the word “robust” with the smell of good coffee, but when you have a Governor that can smell money
I guess it will fly when referring to any large amount of money spent without our knowledge or any oversight.  Finally, no

one has really said how the N.Y.C. Party on the  State Taxpayer’s  Money  turned out.    What I do know is that with a
rainy day/pinch/grab fund of $500 million, “robust” dollars, no one should need a loan of any kind for a very long time. 

 Modernize that Mary.
  

Thought for the day: If the rainy day fund of $500 million was to be counted today what amount would be there??
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From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:12 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
 

Forward this email to a friend 
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Ron Paul County Coordinators Needed
Join the National Ron Paul 2012 Campaign

 
Contact alg@ronpaul2012.com for more info

 
 

Fresh Start or More of the Same and Worse?
 
 
 

Last legislative session was begun with an attack on conservative values and those that licked the
hand of the State Chamber got a taste of what was coming to them in 2012.   The year ended with
the defeat of the Speaker Steele/Hickman faction, a humilliating defeat for Speaker Steele
personally.   The year started with calls for an investigation of Speaker Steele over his part in the
Comp Case scandal.   Opening day might just turn out to be very interesting this year.
 
But rank and file Republicans mostly just want to represent their constituents and go home.  Still
they are on the battleground so they need to stand behind those that are trying to  clean up state
government or be considered as against the public good.   They face a tough political year with the
filing season moved into the legislative session, preventing the collection of campaign
contributions by incumbents until after the session ends.   They are also facing a growing number
of citizen legislator candidates that are rising in response to the dirt that has been revealed over the
last two years.
 
So the last thing a legislator wants is to have the Sooner Tea Party on their back.   It should be
obvious on how to avoid getting on our radar but just in case here is what we expect this year.
 
Follow the Republican Party Platform.  Not just the socially conservative parts, all ten major
pillars as laid out in the platform.  Support HR 1004, the right of all bills to be heard.  Defeat the
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange.  Stop all tax increases and all tax credits for
special interests and reduce everyone's tax bill.  Follow the Constitution and protect our Bill of
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 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of

screen printing, vinyl

signs, banners, offset

printing, and all of

your printing needs. 

Randy and his family

have supported the

conservative

movment for many

years

 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

Rights.
 
And basically, if the State Chamber is for it, it is a very bad idea to back the issue.
 
We are watching.   There are far more of us than there was last year.   We have a newspaper
coming out in the first few weeks of February, running late because of the temporary loss of our
first editor, but it will be first deployed in Glen Mulready's district in the coming days.   And that
temporary loss will be more than made up with the increase in our numbers from the presidential
campaign volunteers.
 
For decades the special interests have had the run of the Capitol but the internet age is here and
activists are shining a light into the shadows where corruption has flourished.   We are watching
and we will come after you if you dare to betray the public trust.
 
 
 

 
Mary Goes Trolling for Bond Money

by Ms. D.B.
 

On Tuesday, January 17, 2012  Gov. Mary Fallin put out a press release about her upcoming trip
to New York City for the purpose of bowing before the big money boys.

 
"Governor Fallin will lead an Oklahoma delegation to New York City on Thursday, Jan. 19, to
discuss the possibility of improving the state’s bond ratings.  Joining the governor will be state

Treasurer Ken Miller, Preston Doerflinger, director of the Office of State Finance and secretary of
finance in the governor’s cabinet, and State Bond Advisor Jim Joseph.”

 
“The ratings influence the terms and rates of state-held bonds.“Our meeting with bond advisors

gives us a great opportunity to showcase Oklahoma’s strong economy and fiscally sound
policies,” Fallin said. “Unlike the federal government, Oklahoma has balanced its budget, has

made a robust recovery from the recession and has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the
nation.  We are experiencing double-digit growth in state revenues and our Rainy Day Fund will
probably exceed $500 million this year after being depleted during the recession.  We also are in
the process of a government modernization effort that will save taxpayer funds and have taken

significant steps to reduce the liabilities of our retirement systems.”
 

It is good to hear that Oklahoma Is doing well.   We all want to think that things are getting better.
 Too bad Mary Fallin has to throw a wet blanket on it with her self-absorbed, pompous behavior.
Could we possibly have a more, insincere person as our state leader? Was it really necessary to
take the entire finance dept. on a trip across the country on taxpayer money? I wonder what that
shin-dig cost us? Not to mention the taxpayers’ pay a specific person to handle all bond advisory
issues. If he’s not capable then maybe that position needs to be re-evaluated.  You know, “Down

sized /modernized”?
 

Oklahoma has a lot of serious issues that the Governor could and should be focused on.  It seems
not to matter if it doesn’t makes a cha -ching sound.  The inconsistency’s in information
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 

concerning finances make any report less than creditable. One day we’ve depleted all funds and
she wants to close family parks, then suddenly we have an overflowing raining day fund of over
$500 million robust dollars and Mary and her gang on leaving on a jet plane. Someone is either a

manic or they just can’t keep up with what was said yesterday.
 

Then we have Mr. Doerflinger that is attempting to side step with his obviously new found
vocabulary words. Keep it real Mr. Do finger.  Stop trying to candy coat the Governors’ agenda. 

Modernization is not $100 million in debt dumped into the laps of the Dept. of Transportation.
  Also, it is stated that every single dime is approved to be spent.   Don’t you know that it will be?

   Robust indeed…
 

I always associated the word “robust” with the smell of good coffee, but when you have a
Governor that can smell money I guess it will fly when referring to any large amount of money
spent without our knowledge or any oversight.  Finally, no one has really said how the N.Y.C.

Party on the  State Taxpayer’s  Money  turned out.    What I do know is that with a rainy
day/pinch/grab fund of $500 million, “robust” dollars, no one should need a loan of any kind for a

very long time.   Modernize that Mary.
  

Thought for the day: If the rainy day fund of $500 million was to be counted today what amount
would be there??

 
 

 
House Bill 2229 and the Wellness Council

By Ms. D.B.
 

When our state official's get together and begin racking their brains on how to trim the
expenditures let's give them a few pointers.   HB 2229 is to consider if the Wellness Council

should be continued or if it should be eliminated as a state agency.   This “Wellness Council” has
got to be one of the most useless organizations in state government. 

 
 I don't know who came up with it in the first place, and I myself wouldn't admit it, but at this

point that is irrelevant.  There is absolutely no need for the state to waste time or money
appointing someone to call meetings or to tell a group of adults how to take care of themselves. 

This isn’t the employer's responsibility, nor should the state be that deep into the employee’s
business. If the benefits offered through an employer have choices such as health care or fitness

then that should be up to each individual to make a choice.
 

If they don't have enough information to make a choice I suppose they will ask or make an
informative phone call.   This can be achieved by providing the employees with information

booklets and phone numbers.
==========================================================
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impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Amendment for the Oversight Committee on State Employee
Charitable Contributions

 As Introduced by Representative George Faught
By Ms. P. M.

 
We brushed on HB 2228 last week.  This bill is to determine whether or not the Oversight

Committee on State Employee Charitable Contributions is to continue as a government agency.  
The oversight committee picks the list of approved charities for payroll deductions from state

employees. The usual suspects get approved, the United Way, assorted Muslim groups associated
with unindicted co-conspirators with links to terror groups..., the usual politically correct charities
that can afford to lobby the Oversight Council and pay the huge administrative costs that go along

with a well connected and well paid organizations.
 

State Employee Charitable Contributions Act:
 

This amendment relates to Sunset Law that is defined as a measure within a statute, regulation or
other law that provides that the law shall cease to have effect after a specific date, unless further
legislative action is taken to extend the law. This bill would extend the date until July 1, 2016.

You can read the entire proposed bill here.
 

With Oklahoma taxpayers already stretched by paying for this nonsensical department creating
oversight committee, one would think this is a prime target for shrinking the size of state

government.   If state employees can't figure out where they want to give their money on their
own it makes it easy to understand why they work for the government.   I can only wonder how

they manage to function in everyday life outside the protective bubble where they work.
 

When I hear "Sunset" I picture myself sitting on the beach in Key West visiting "Margaretville"
having a grand ole' time. It is ironic how government can turn a vacation into a bureaucratic

nightmare. Let's let this one expire!
 
 
 

Hall of Fame or Hall of Shame?
 

HB 2232, THE MUSIC HALL OF SHAME
AUTHORED BY GEORGE FAUGHT

By R.H.
 

This bill re-authorizes the Muskogee Music Hall of Fame Board, extending the program until July
1, 2016. The Board members are appointed by the Governor with advice and consent of the

Senate. Selection of members is determined by learning who shows “a sincere desire to recognize
Oklahoma's contribution to music”.     Okay…

 
The bill goes on to say the function should be to honor those, living or dead, who, by achievement
or service, have made outstanding and lasting contributions to music in Oklahoma or elsewhere.

 
 

This all sounds great but there is more to it than warm and fuzzy feelings?   Muskogee crime
statistics report an overall downward trend but violent crime is increasing with property crime

decreasing.   Overall the report shows Muskogee has crime rates higher than all of Oklahoma or
the national average.

 
One might think the priority would be to create an atmosphere where people are safe before

throwing money at a Tourist Attraction.   It is time to pull the plug and we dare Representative
Fart to live up to the Republican Party Platform and dissolve this useless pork project.   

 
==========================================================
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Proposed Ethics Rules or Stand Up Comedy?
PROPOSED HOUSE CODE OF CONDUCT IS A JOKE

By R.H.
 

Granted under Articles V Sections 30 and 42 of the Oklahoma Constitution, the Oklahoma House
of Representatives has the authority to discipline their own, but their proposed rules and

punishments leave a lot to be desired. They are more set up to protect House leadership’s agenda
than to enforce ethical behavior.

 
The new rules ask House members to refrain from disorderly behavior  including anything that

might diminish” public confidence” in the House of Representatives. Speaker Steele has
accomplished that all by himself by turning on the very conservative House members that helped
elect him, accompanied by the refusal of committee chairs to hear bills presented by conservative
Republicans and Democrats alike.   If anyone has eroded the peoples’ confidence in the House of

Representatives it is the Speaker himself through his atrocious leadership blunders.
 

Article 5, Sections 18 and 23 of the Oklahoma Constitution prohibits Representatives from
engaging in self-dealing. What do you call the Speakers involvement in a committee to promote

soft on crime bills that are in line with his social justice agenda?  It would seem to me that the
Speaker would have to recuse himself from all matters dealing with any bills dealing with the

prison system.  This might also be covered under Article 5 Section 24 of the Oklahoma
Constitution.

 
Article 5 Section 30 of the Oklahoma Constitution requires a two thirds majority vote for the

majority expulsion of a member. Just imagine, a convicted felon serving in the House of
Representative because they could not muster a 2/3 votes. A Constitutional amendment should be
brought forth that would allow for the removal from the house of a convicted felon on a simple

majority vote. We are not served by felons in the House.
 

I'll grant you there needs to be a Code of Conduct in the House of Representatives, but the people
who propose these rules need to use something they all seem to be lacking. That something is

called common sense.   A little common sense would tell them that these rules are meant to shut
them up and prevent them from exposing the corruption and self dealing at the Capitol. They
should remember, it's the people’s House of Representatives, the business they are conducting

shouldn’t be embarrassing and the people have a right to know if it is. 
 

This proposal would appoint eight members split between the two parties.  Where is there room for
the Independent?  Are Independent s not allowed a seat in the jury box if the people elect an

Independent?. These new Ethics Committee members are to recommend changes to House Code
of Conduct which as proposed are already a joke.  The rules do attempt to establish a procedure to

receive and investigate complaints for violation of House Rules and to recommend disciplinary
action for those violations. Now here’s the kicker;   this committee is suppose to provide ethics

training to members of the House of Representatives on proper conduct.
 

The problems begin with Rule 2. A:
 

  “The Ethics Committee shall consist of eight (8) members of the house appointed by the
Speaker”
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Why the Speaker? Why not allow each party caucus to pick fair and well respected members?
  And what if the Speaker has an ethics complaint against him as it appears is the case this with

the Kris Steele/Workers Comp scandal?    The people on the Ethics Committee would immediately
be in a conflict of interest on any matter involving the Speaker.   Would they recuse themselves?

  If so, who would investigate these serious allegations against the Speaker?
 

 Rule 2B is a long drawn out procedure to disqualify a person from an investigation.
 

Rule 2C is a disqualifier of a person on the committee if he or she is being investigated. But the
accused member must go through the long drawn out procedure outlined in rule 2b to be

disqualified.   Why not a simple recusal motion here?  What are they afraid of?
 

Rule 2F is to be reviewed for options.  Here’s an option for you.  Instead of replacements being
picked by the Speaker, why not have the individual caucus involved select the replacement in a
vote.  This would surely be a better way than getting the Speakers lap dogs placed on the board.

 
Rule 3 Para B requires that the committee members take the following oath:

 
 “ I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose, to any persons or entity outside the

House Ethics Committee, any information received in the course of my service with the
committee, except as authorized by the committee in accordance with its rules.”

 
But what if the investigation they’re doing uncovers something that is illegal?   Don’t members

have the obligation to report illegal activity to authorities?   Are the committee members not
allowed to justify their votes on this committee?

 
Para D   States that the final report shall remain confidential until such time as the committee

decides to vote and release part or all of the report.  Speaker Steele and his toadies seem to forget
that is the Peoples House and you are conducting the Peoples Business.  The report is the

property of the people and should be released immediately upon the decision being made.  The
People have a right to know and anyone accused of unethical behavior has the right to have their

name cleared.
 

Rule 6 Para A allows for the committee to adopt internal procedures as necessary.  What is this?
 A secretive committee and now secretive rules?   Shades of the Gestapo here.

 
Para 6E states that unless determined by a majority vote, only the Chair and vice Chair of the
committee can make public statements.  Whatever happened to the 1st Amendment.   Are they

afraid the truth will get out?
 

Rule 7 states in part:
 

 “The House ethics Committee shall determine whether any of the facts contained within a
complaint are capable of independent verification through public record or through preliminary

investigatory process and shall cause such facts that are capable of independent informal
verification to be so verified.” 

 
Now you’ve really got to be joking here.  I’m no attorney, but I’m smart enough to know that
some facts you’re not going to get without a subpoena.  This informal investigation is meant to
whitewash any investigation in the hope that it will go away.  Talk about trying to protect their

members.  Here’s a good example.
 

Para 3 gives the committee the right, by majority vote, to refer the complaint to the appropriate
authorities.   This is an attempt to cover up what House leadership did to their fellow colleagues

last year.   In that regard it is disgraceful because they can simply troll for criminal acts committed
by legislators, legislators that aren’t following Speaker Steele’s agenda.  If a legislator has broken
the law and evidence comes forward, let that evidence be given directly to the appropriate District

Attorney or the Attorney General.
 

Rule 8 Para E4 gives the power to the Chair to determine whether or not a witness or documents
to be subpoenaed are likely to provide competent, relevant and material evidence and if so, shall

issue subpoenas as requested by the respondent.  The question here is this;  without seeing the
documents or hearing from the witnesses, how can the chair make a decision on whether or not
they provide any competent, relevant or material evidence in the case before them?   This rule is

more about refusing to allow conservative legislators to provide evidence that will clear their

37643



names.
 

Rule 9 Para F states in part:
 

 “An official paper or record is not within the privilege established in the paragraph.”  What are
they afraid of.?  Do they plan to twist the words to say something they didn’t?

Para H gives the discretion of making a record of the proceedings to the chair.   This shouldn’t be
left to one person’s discretion.   An audio record and a written transcript should be mandatory.

 You can’t have a body such as this deciding the political future of our elected officials doing so
without an official record.  This in itself brings discredit and shame upon the House of

Representatives.  Representatives should demand that those hearings be open to the public.
 

Para L, 1 claims that there will be strict adherence to the rules of evidence as outlined in
Oklahoma law. They even allow the respondent to have an attorney present and for witnesses,

however that attorney can raise no objections and cannot address the ethics committee.   All they
can do is advise their witness.  An Attorney violating these rules can be found in contempt.  I

wouldn’t blame the attorney, looking at these proposed rules, I’d be contemptuous too.
 

I 3 goes on to say:
 

 “That the Chair, in his or her sole discretion, shall rule upon all objections and upon the
admissibility of evidence arising in the course of deposing witnesses or presenting testimony or

documents to the House Ethics Committee.”
 

So in paragraph we say no objections can be raised, and in another we say the chair has the power
to rule on them.  What the ______ is going on here?  Since when did we elevate a committee chair

to the position of what amounts to a Criminal Courts Judge without going through the proper
procedure?  After all isn’t that what this panel is?

 
Rule 10 Para B allows the committee to step outside the scope of the complaint.  Why?  Granted
there should be some exceptions.  Those exceptions would be criminal in nature and should be

referred to law enforcement.  The way I see it you have a complaint you investigate it, you make
your findings and you move on.  Anything else, except criminal activity, is beyond the scope of

your investigation.
 

Rule 11 The Final Report, the most idiotic rule of all.  Para A:
 

 “A Final Report shall remain confidential except as otherwise provided in this rule.”
 

Why?  If the report clears a Representative, don’t you think we should know?   If you discipline a
Representative, don’t you think we should know?   Remember, this was the Peoples business you

were conducting.  The people have a right to know.
 

Para B is absurd.  You are really going to make House members take the same oath as Ethics
Committee members just to view the final report.   What are you hiding?   Who are you

protecting?   How biased are these proceedings?
 

Para C, by a majority vote may release all or part of the final report.   Hey remember the part
about the Peoples business.  We deserve to know.

 
Rule 12 deals with disciplinary action.  This one is a little difficult to deal with as it is set out in

Oklahoma’s Constitution.  I agree in most of the actions to be taken, but Para 5 presents a
problem for me.  For now we have to let it stand.  

 
Understand these are just draft rules. There is time to change them. We can put the pressure on

them to do so.   Lets make this happen.  You can see the proposed draft legislation here
 

Code of Conduct   House Ethics Rules 
===========================================================
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Failure of Tax Credits

By Ms. P.M.
 

With the announcement of American Airlines filing for bankruptcy one could assume the colossal
tax credits they received did not do Oklahoma any favors.  In 2003 Tulsa voters approved a one-
cent sales tax that provided American Airlines more than $22 million in incentive to stay in the
city and expand their maintenance center.   
 
 
Representative Dank has been busy authoring three new tax credit bills.  HB 2979 isn’t a bad bill,
it removes the transferability of tax credits, something that was a bad idea when it started and
needs shut down.
 
Dank doesn't stop there; HB 2977 is another amendment bill which relates to the "Task Force for
the Study of State Tax Credits." It consists of 10 members:
 
-Chair of the Appropriations and Budget Committee (House)
-Chair of the Appropriations Committee (Senate)
-Chair of the Revenue and Taxation Subcommittee of the Appropriations     
  and budget Committee (House)
-Chair of the Senate Finance Committee
-Director of the Office of State Finance
-State Treasurer
-Secretary of State
-Minority Leader (House)
-Minority Leader (Senate)
-State Auditor and Inspector
 
 
 
Dank isn't done, HB2978 covers identification of certain persons, prohibiting measures allowing
transfer of tax credits and audits. The bill states that any tax credit "shall provide for the creation
of new jobs or the retention of existing jobs within the State of Oklahoma." 
 
Ya think?
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 The suspicions part of this is that the majority of these positions are filled with House leadership
cronies.  They wouldn’t be cutting these tax credits unless this somehow benefited their State
Chamber masters.   This issue bears close watching however the following story sheds some light
on why they are trimming tax credits, so they can re sell the favors to their new campaign donors
in the areospace industry.
 
In the bill on the task force it states the findings must be submitted to the Governor.   I wonder...
with American Airlines in bankruptcy and over 2,000 jobs being lost, is she now wondering why
she thought these tax credits were the grand poo-poo in her panties?   Or was it just a tingling
sphincter moment? She HAS been around a while. It certainly seems as if our Lady Gag-Gag is
downplaying the job loss, "lose some jobs" and these employees have "unique and valuable skill
sets."  I can only think they probably don't feel so valuable right now. You can read her press
release here:

 
=====================================================================

 

 
Retroactive Tax Credits? 

 Are They Insane?
 

Read this pile of steaming corporate cronyism:
 
 

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to income tax; amending 68 O.S. 2011, Section 2357.301, which relates to the aerospace sector income
tax credit; modifying definition; authorizing amended return for specified circumstance and providing deadlines for

filing; providing for codification; and providing an effective date.
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:
SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 68 O.S. 2011, Section 2357.301, is amended to read as follows:
Section 2357.301. As used in Sections 1 through 4 2357.301 through 2357.304 of this act title:

1. “Aerospace sector” means a private or public organization engaged in the manufacture of aerospace or defense
hardware or software, aerospace maintenance, aerospace repair and overhaul, supply of parts to the aerospace industry,
provision of services and support relating to the aerospace industry, research and development of aerospace technology

and systems, and the education and training of aerospace personnel;
2. “Compensation” means payments in the form of contract labor for which the payor is required to provide a Form 1099

to the person paid, wages subject to withholding tax paid to a part-time employee or full-time employee, or salary or
other remuneration. Compensation shall not include employer-provided retirement, medical or health-care benefits,

reimbursement for travel, meals, lodging or any other expense;
3. “Institution” means an institution within The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education or any other public or

private college or university that is accredited by a national accrediting body;
4. “Qualified employer” means a sole proprietor, general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company,
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corporation, other legally recognized business entity, or public entity whose principal business activity involves the
aerospace sector;

5. “Qualified employee” means any person employed by or contracting with a qualified employer on or after January 1,
who has been awarded an undergraduate or graduate degree from a qualified program by an institution, and who was not

employed in the aerospace sector in this state immediately preceding employment or contracting with a qualified
employer. For purposes of this paragraph, prior employment in the aerospace sector shall not include employment or

contracting with a qualified employer as an intern on a nonpermanent basis;
6. “Qualified program” means a program that has been accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) and that awards an undergraduate or graduate degree; and
7. “Tuition” means the average annual amount paid by a qualified employee for enrollment and instruction in a qualified

program. Tuition shall not include the cost of books, fees or room and board.
SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2357.305 of Title 68,

unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:
For the tax years 2009 through 2011, any qualified employee that was employed or contracted as an intern on a

nonpermanent basis in the aerospace sector or any qualified employer who employed or contracted with a qualified
employee as an intern may file an amended Oklahoma income tax return in order to claim the income tax credit provided
for in Section 2357.302, 2357.303 or 2357.304 of Title 68 of the Oklahoma Statutes. Tax year 2009 amended returns may
be filed on or before October 15, 2014, and be considered timely filed for purposes of claiming an income tax refund. All

other tax years are subject to the statute of limitations for refund claims set forth in Section 2373 of Title 68 of the
Oklahoma Statutes.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective January 1, 2013.

 
David Tackett of Oklahomans for Liberty wrote a good expose of this issue.   Below is a

shortened version of his article, here is the full article.
 

Apparently, it's not good enough for Boeing to count these intern-to-full time job hires toward the
tax credit starting this year.  They want the tax break to be retroactive all of the way back to

2009!
 

So, let's put this in perspective.   and the State Chamber opposed giving military veterans an
immediate tax credit on their retirement benefits last year, instead making our veterans wait until
2016 to get their tax break.  (Sorry, I forgot Sen. Mazzei missed several votes during last year's

session including these votes.)

But now, Sen. Mazzei wants us to give Boeing a tax credit for the past 3 years.

I guess that makes sense... If you fought to put your life on the line to protect our freedoms, you
have to wait 4 years for your tax break.  But if you give a lot of money to Sen. Mazzei and the

State Chamber then you can have your tax break passed retroactively.
 

Corporate welfare is bad enough, but when you make it retroactive, you are exposing the
fact that you no longer represent your voters' interest, but those who can give your campaign

the most money.                                                                                    
                                                                                     

 
 

Reserve Cop Gets to Visit Girlfriend Behind Bars
 

In a startling claim, Sheriff John Whetsel said there is not a problem with security at the
Oklahoma County jail after a 60 year old former Langston Reserve Police Officer illegally used

his Police credentials to obtain private visits with his 33 year old incarcerated fiancé at the
Oklahoma County Jail. Someone found herself a sugar daddy.

 
This is unbelievable. How can Sheriff Whetsel’s  people miss the fact that the man checked
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himself in wearing a police uniform and claiming to be from the Logan County Sheriff’s  Office. 
Once maybe, twice never.  It goes back to the old saying fool me once shame on you, fool me

twice shame on me. This guy got away with it six times before he was caught. This is
unbelievable.

 
The man now faces six felony counts of unauthorized entry into a prison institution. His name is

Dawud Ali.  But that’s not all. The man was let go from the Langston Police Department in
January. This raises the question. Why haven’t the guards who allowed this to happen been

disciplined.
 

Sheriff Whetsel’s response to this breach of security has been minimal.  His tightening of security
has been to require that Oklahoma County Jailers have been told to ask more questions. Surely

they can come up with a better way to verify that the investigator that is there is in fact authorized
by the Police Force that sent them to be there. What’s wrong with a phone call to the agency that

they sign in as being from? What’s wrong with requesting that an agency notify the Sheriff’s
Department in advance of who they are sending, two simple solutions to enhance security.

 
Another red flag should have been raised during these visits. With no charges on file from Logan

County or the Langston Police Department, one wonders what ruse was used to get these visits.  A
claim of an ongoing investigation is the most likely culprit.  This is a simple claim to make, but

one that in the future should be verified with the alleged investigating agency.
 

Sheriff Whetsel, you’re there to Protect and to Serve.  You claim to do a pretty good job of it. It
would appear that your defenses at the Oklahoma County Jail are easy to breach.  How many

more horror stories must we hear of the Oklahoma County Jail before something is done?    How
many more security breaches are we to endure?

  How soon will it be before the criminal element figures it out, and escapes start to happen, or
have they and we just haven’t heard about them?

 

 
HB 2536

"OKLAHOMA BEVERAGE CONTAINER RECYCLING ACT"
Authored by Representative McCullough

 
The idea is a mandatory recycling of beverage cans to attract tourists by having less litter on the

ground.   In our previous newsletter we did a story on "Tracking Trash In Tulsa". This new bill is
eerily similar only on a smaller version at least for now. You can read the Bill here.

 
 
 

There are no "smart carts" in front of your house with RFDI chips but the long list of expenses
include new regulations and departments just to name a couple.  Let's not forget the fees and

penalties for violations.  Did you know that the definition of "Consumer" as defined would be "a
person paying the deposit on a deposit beverage container"? 
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One would think the government is the "consumer" after all they will be consuming more taxpayer
money.  Will the price of soda go up AND a deposit added to the increased price?  The retailers

have to cover the added expense of government micro managing with more bureaucracy.
 

After reading many articles on the pros and cons of recycling one issue stood out. Unless the
system is efficient it will operate at a loss.   I can only conclude if the government is involved we
are in trouble.  It will cost taxpayers money to fill coffers at the state level.  How much does the

government do without wasting our money?
 
 

Arm Twisting or Reception?
 

Looks like the State Chamber is already trolling for tramps at 23rd & Lincoln with a reception
Wednesday night.   No doubt legislators can rub elbows with the captains of industry here in

Oklahoma and get reminded of who paid their campaign donations.
 

From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma [mailto:reply@okstatechamber.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:22 PM

Subject: Join Us For Our Legislative Reception

 Join Us For The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Annual Legislative Reception on February 15
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Oklahoma History Center. 

To RSVP, please contact Karen Cagle directly at 405-235-3669 or kcagle@okstatechamber.com.

The State Chamber has released its 2012 Business Agenda for the year. Please click here to see the
full agenda, including a list of Key Legislative Issues. State Chamber members and all elected

officials will be mailed a hard copy of the publication in the coming weeks and additional copies
will be available at the reception.

==========================================================
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Señor Ortega, mi casa es su casa? 

mi casa no su casa!
 

More Amnesty Bills from Representative Ortega
By R.H. 

 
Just like last year, Rep. Ortega has authored his share of amnesty bills. This time he has hedged

his bets by writing three. The first is HB 2792. This bill creates the Oklahoma Immigration Act of
2012.  It's the same amnesty program that ripped George Faught a new one last session.  Got too
many illegal aliens, just make them legal and flout Federal Law.  Who cares how many Natural

Born Americans and Native Oklahomans are out of work. HB 2793 is the same kind of bill.
 

Then there is HB 2798. This is essentially the same bill, with a few word changes. It's a back up
bill in case HB 2792 or HB 2793 fail to pass. Granted Charlie has a lot of illegal aliens in his

district.  Maybe he should care more for the legal residents of his district.
 

What is it that politicians don't understand about amnesty. We tried that when the Democrats
promised to secure the border, and President Regan granted amnesty.  Well the border was never
secured.  Instead we get a President who wants to put kiosk up at some border crossing and trust
that it will be used.  Plus an Attorney General who allows thousands of guns to be walked across
the border unchecked, and then uses it as an excuse to tighten gun sales.   The death of 2 border
patrol agents with those guns didn’t bring  so much as an apology from the Attorney General to

their families.
 

This state has a law in effect now that requires City, County and State law enforcement to report
illegal aliens to the I. C. E.   Most do not. Oklahoma City and Tulsa are known sanctuary cities.

 What is more appropriate is a bill to cut off state funding to law enforcement and county welfare
agencies until the counties come into compliance with current state law.

 
In addition state law makers should take a look at what happens to unemployment numbers when

tough immigration laws are in acted.  Alabama is a good example.   Alabama has seen their
unemployment rate decrease by 1.2% since en-acting their law last year.  Granted it is being

challenged by the great community organizer in chief, President Obama, and the most corrupt
Attorney General in history, but it is still working.

 
Rep. Ortega, you should reconsider your bills, and withdraw them from consideration. These bills

are bad for Oklahoma and bad for Oklahomans
====================================================================
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Republican Precinct Meetings Feb 6th

 
Cleveland County is among a slew of counties holding precinct meetings on Monday night.   

Delegates will be elected to send to the March County Conventions and the April District
Conventions where the delegates will be narrowed down for the State Convention in May.

 
You need to be a registered Republican to vote and become a delegate but anyone can attend.  If

you have recently re registered, take a copy of your registration form with you.
 

Cleveland County’s meeting will be at Joy’s Palace at 300 E Main, Southeast corner of Crawford
and Main in Norman.

 
Here is a link to the Oklahoma GOP website event page where you can check to see when your

County is having their precinct meetings. 
 

http://www.okgop.com/events/
 

Oklahoma County precinct meetings are on Mon, February 6, 6:15pm – 8:15pm
at the Harding Charter School (auditorium), 3333 N. Shartel Ave., OKC

 
Woods, Kay, Oklahoma, Bryan, Logan, Noble and Stevens counties all meet on Monday.   On
Tuesday the Comanche County precinct meetings are held and on Thursday the Pottawatomi

County meetings are held.
 
 

 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc

in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know

who else got the email.

 

Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:

 

Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  

 

Here is the Senate Directory

 

Here is the House Directory
 
 
 

  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent

someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the

newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs. 

We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our

very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re ObamaCare money in Oklahoma
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 10:26:50 AM
Importance: High

I am mtg w/ Julie today anyway and will get more details but it is my understanding that they
incorporated funding for the extension of a number of existing programs in PPACA. So some of the
things may have been programs already in place in OK before PPACA.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 9:44 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: media inquiry re ObamaCare money in Oklahoma
 
As a reminder, yesterday Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman asked in relatively combative terms if
we were ok with Oklahoma state government taking money from funds allocated as part of ACA. I
told him he needed to find specific instances and that I wasn’t going to respond to this press release
(http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html), which is too vague to
even tell which agency or entity the funds are going to.
 
Both Zeke and I then contacted the state department of health to ask what funds they might have
taken.
 
The short answer is $20M of ACA money (see attached spread sheet). Some of the programs sound
very federal, such as: “Racial & Ethnic Approaches to Community Health.” Their staff has confirmed
they do not need the gov’s approval to get this money, so it is out of our jurisdiction.  
 
Nevertheless, Zeke is definitely going to write a story with the question being: If Oklahomans and
governor fallin are so against ACA, how come we are spending so much Obamacare money?
 
I’m calling Leslea at Health now to discuss. Suggestions welcome.
 
 
 
 
 

From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 5:16 PM
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To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Money from ACA
 
Alex:

 

Apologies for the delay in response. This was a complicated question that required

“peeling back the onion” a bit to try to answer.

 

1-    As you know, not all federal public health dollars awarded to the State of Oklahoma

are awarded to the OK State Department of Health. These federal funds also go to

tribal nations, the autonomous city-county health departments in Oklahoma City

and Tulsa, or other entities that provide training and public health education, and

that’s certainly been true for the Prevention Fund monies.

2-    It is also important to note that the OSDH is primarily federally funded – we have

been for decades – currently more than 56 percent of our budget is made up of

federal funding. Thus it is critical that we do actively review federal grant

opportunities to implement evidence-based programs that align with our priorities in

reducing the spread of infectious disease, improving children’s health, preventing

cardiovascular disease deaths and other chronic conditions, reducing tobacco use

and obesity, enhancing all hazard preparedness, and protecting state residents

through regulatory programs and safety inspections. It is quite possible that all core

public health priorities may be funded in the future from Prevention Fund monies. 

3-    Also noteworthy is that the Prevention Fund monies have been used in some

instances to offset reduced historical grant funding for existing public health

programs, or to continue efforts that began under a different revenue stream, thus it

can be difficult to segregate Prevention Fund revenue from other federal public

health funds, and it is extremely difficult to match up with the description of the

framework of ACA funds distribution in the state that you forwarded in your email.

4-    Finally, staff have confirmed that grant guidance for these funds does not require

the OSDH to seek governor’s approval.

 

I’ve attached an Excel file indicating current ACA funding to OSDH. I’ll call you shortly to

follow up. -- Leslea

 

 

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Money from ACA
 
Leslea, do you know if Health Dept got money from the ACA from these or any other programs?
Thanks

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in
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Oklahoma in efforts related to:

Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.

·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically
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underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of

public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.

·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:

·         The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.
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·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health

Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: media inquiry re tribal health
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 3:39:15 PM

I'd say punt the whole thing and let him talk to the tribes
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 02:53 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: media inquiry re tribal health 
 
Clinton Chandler of KOSU is doing a story on the state of Indian health in Oklahoma. One angle is
that the Indian Health Care Improvement Act was reauthorized as part of PPACA …
He would like a statement from the governor on how that law might affect Indian health in
Oklahoma. I think he would also take a statement of any kind related to tribal health issues.
 
I’m not really familiar with tribal health care issues … I assume we want to avoid PPACA and stick to
“the tribes have unique challenges and the state is working in partnership with tribal government to
provide access to health care …”
 
Anyone have any constructive suggestions?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:48:00 PM

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
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Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
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email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55:20 PM

Just wanted to let you know – Zeke Canfield called basically asking if we could even create some kind
of an exchange now or if its too late.

I said the governor has done what she needed to do in order to keep all our options open, including
the creation of an exchange.

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

yes

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
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around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
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So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”
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Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:26:00 PM

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
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clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks
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  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:56:29 PM

yes

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
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clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks
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  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:22:00 PM

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
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fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:48:59 PM

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
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Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:26:58 PM

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
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clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks
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  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:26:57 PM

And saying we are conferring with other governors about what is best for our state sounds funny –
can we just say we are conferring with stakeholders and experts or something like that?

 

And I think “serves” should be singular? In the last sentence of the quote in the first answer.

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have
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“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
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clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25:09 PM

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
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Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
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Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:22:49 PM

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
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fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:40:20 AM

And so it begins! 

On Nov 7, 2012, at 10:14, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

<!--[if mso 9]--> <!--[endif]-->

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options
as they relate to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of
Oklahoma are best served by a system that increases access to health care, controls
health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a
unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what options best serves
their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a
decision after the election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when
it was more clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very
short time ago, as you know. Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as
possible, it is to make the right decision. The governor is still conferring with her
partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care experts as to what
outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions …
what questions are those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a
copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable
answer is a priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma
Republican Party.
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Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to
press my case on whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act.
Can I get some phone time with the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:22:49 PM

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
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fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55:00 PM

Just wanted to let you know – Zeke Canfield called basically asking if we could even create some kind
of an exchange now or if its too late.

I said the governor has done what she needed to do in order to keep all our options open, including
the creation of an exchange.

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

yes

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
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around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

37695



 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”
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Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55:49 PM

Ugh…the next 2 years will be hell…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Just wanted to let you know – Zeke Canfield called basically asking if we could even create some kind
of an exchange now or if its too late.

I said the governor has done what she needed to do in order to keep all our options open, including
the creation of an exchange.

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

yes

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
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Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?
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And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
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Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "scott.carter@journalrecord.com"
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:29:07 PM

Yes. Whens a good time to call? 
 
From: Scott Carter [mailto:Scott.Carter@journalrecord.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 01:19 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY 
 
 
Alex:
 
The Oklahoma policy institute recently posted this about the governor’s decision not to pursue the
federal health care exchange. The OPI said the governor’s numbers are exaggerated and misleading.
 
I’m working on a story about this for today. I wanted to give you guys the opportunity to respond.
 
Thanks,
 
MSC
 

Wrong Number: Medicaid cost estimates are
exaggerated and misleading

In announcing her decision not to participate in the expansion of Medicaid for low-income adults
under the Affordable Care Act, Governor Mary Fallin asserted:

Expanding Medicaid as written in the [Affordable Care Act] would cost the state of Oklahoma as
much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public
safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

The Governor’s claim that extending Medicaid would cost the state up to $475 million over
seven years is greatly exaggerated and misleading. It is based on unrealistic assumptions of how
many people will enroll in Medicaid, includes costs that the state will absorb whether we expand
Medicaid or not, and ignores savings and new revenues that will benefit the state budget. When
we consider benefits of increased coverage for the health of our citizens and financial well-being
of our health care providers, Medicaid expansion is clearly affordable and urgent.

The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid coverage up to 133 percent of the federal poverty
level for all individuals. Currently in Oklahoma, working-age adults are eligible for Medicaid
only if they are parents of dependent children and have incomes below 37 percent of the poverty
level.  Nearly fifty percent of  Oklahoma adults with income below 133 percent of poverty are
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uninsured, and the Medicaid expansion would make some 180,000 uninsured adults Medicaid-
eligible. Most of this population is not eligible for premium subsidies to purchase private
insurance through the new health insurance exchanges, which only assist individuals with
incomes between 100 and 400 percent of the federal poverty level.

To encourage states to expand Medicaid, the federal government will pay 100 percent of a state’s
cost for covering the newly-eligible population from 2014-2016, and then phase down to paying
90 percent on a permanent basis after 2020. While upholding the Affordable Care Act and
Medicaid expansion, the US Supreme Court ruled that the federal government could not
withdraw all of a state’s Medicaid funds if it opted not to expand Medicaid. This effectively
leaves states the choice to expand coverage for low-income adults.

The Governor’s projected state costs of up to $475 million over seven years if Oklahoma chooses
to expand Medicaid is misleading for several reasons:

It includes costs the state will incur even if it doesn’t expand Medicaid. Over sixty percent of the
total cost cited by the Governor is attributable to people who can already get Medicaid but are
not enrolled.  This includes some 45,000 children and 15,000 adults. Since Oklahoma will be on
the hook for this population whether we expand Medicaid or not, their cost is not properly
attributable to an expansion
It is based on unrealistic participation assumptions. The Governor assumes 100 percent
participation of every individual who is eligible for Medicaid – both the newly-eligible and those
currently eligible and not enrolled.  This is contrary to all prior experiences with participation in
public programs. As the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities notes:

No means-tested public program has ever achieved a 100 percent participation rate. Even
Medicare, a popular universal program has a participation rate of 96 percent. More credible
estimates prepared by the Urban Institute assume that of the uninsured individuals who will be
eligible for Medicaid, 10-40 percent of those who are currently eligible but not enrolled and 57-
75 percent of those who will be newly eligible, will sign up for coverage.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority projects  that the total state cost for  newly-eligible
 Oklahomans from 2014 to 2020 will range from $120 million, if 57 percent of those eligible
participate, to $158 million, if 75 percent participate.  At an average annual cost of $17.1 to $22.5
million, this  is equivalent to less than 0.5 percent of current state appropriations.

It ignores savings to the state budget.  The state currently spends close to $50 million annually
providing health care services to uninsured adults through the Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services, Corrections Department and Health Department. Expanding Medicaid
would transfer 90 to 100 percent of the cost of services for newly-insured adults from the state
budget to  the federal government.  

It ignores state revenues that will be generated from increased health care spending.
Expanding Medicaid would bring hundreds of millions of additional federal dollars each year to
Oklahoma that will be spent on health care. This spending will generate additional jobs, which in
turn generates additional tax revenues. State tax collections  will jump $29.8 million in 2014,
assuming that 57 percent of  those newly-eligible for Medicaid join, according to an OSU
estimate.

Bottom line: If we set aside the population that is already eligible for Medicaid, use realistic
participation assumptions, and consider offsetting savings and new revenues, the state will be
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looking at very modest spending increases by expanding Medicaid and could enjoy net savings.
Instead of being a deal we can’t afford, Medicaid expansion is a deal we can’t afford to pass up.

 
M. Scott Carter,

Capitol Bureau Reporter
The Journal Record

(405) 278-2838 - Downtown
(405) 524-7777 - Capitol bureau
scott.carter@journalrecord.com

www.journalrecord.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "scott.carter@journalrecord.com"
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:30:26 PM

Ok im in a meeting. R u available in 30 mins 
 
From: Scott Carter [mailto:Scott.Carter@journalrecord.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 01:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY 
 
I’m here now….405.278.2838
 

M. Scott Carter,
Capitol Bureau Reporter

The Journal Record
(405) 278-2838 - Downtown

(405) 524-7777 - Capitol bureau
scott.carter@journalrecord.com

www.journalrecord.com
 

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:29 PM
To: Scott Carter
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY
 
Yes. Whens a good time to call? 
 
From: Scott Carter [mailto:Scott.Carter@journalrecord.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 01:19 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY 
 
 
Alex:
 
The Oklahoma policy institute recently posted this about the governor’s decision not to pursue the
federal health care exchange. The OPI said the governor’s numbers are exaggerated and misleading.
 
I’m working on a story about this for today. I wanted to give you guys the opportunity to respond.
 
Thanks,
 
MSC
 

Wrong Number: Medicaid cost estimates are
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exaggerated and misleading

In announcing her decision not to participate in the expansion of Medicaid for low-income adults
under the Affordable Care Act, Governor Mary Fallin asserted:

Expanding Medicaid as written in the [Affordable Care Act] would cost the state of Oklahoma as
much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public
safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

The Governor’s claim that extending Medicaid would cost the state up to $475 million over
seven years is greatly exaggerated and misleading. It is based on unrealistic assumptions of how
many people will enroll in Medicaid, includes costs that the state will absorb whether we expand
Medicaid or not, and ignores savings and new revenues that will benefit the state budget. When
we consider benefits of increased coverage for the health of our citizens and financial well-being
of our health care providers, Medicaid expansion is clearly affordable and urgent.

The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid coverage up to 133 percent of the federal poverty
level for all individuals. Currently in Oklahoma, working-age adults are eligible for Medicaid
only if they are parents of dependent children and have incomes below 37 percent of the poverty
level.  Nearly fifty percent of  Oklahoma adults with income below 133 percent of poverty are
uninsured, and the Medicaid expansion would make some 180,000 uninsured adults Medicaid-
eligible. Most of this population is not eligible for premium subsidies to purchase private
insurance through the new health insurance exchanges, which only assist individuals with
incomes between 100 and 400 percent of the federal poverty level.

To encourage states to expand Medicaid, the federal government will pay 100 percent of a state’s
cost for covering the newly-eligible population from 2014-2016, and then phase down to paying
90 percent on a permanent basis after 2020. While upholding the Affordable Care Act and
Medicaid expansion, the US Supreme Court ruled that the federal government could not
withdraw all of a state’s Medicaid funds if it opted not to expand Medicaid. This effectively
leaves states the choice to expand coverage for low-income adults.

The Governor’s projected state costs of up to $475 million over seven years if Oklahoma chooses
to expand Medicaid is misleading for several reasons:

It includes costs the state will incur even if it doesn’t expand Medicaid. Over sixty percent of the
total cost cited by the Governor is attributable to people who can already get Medicaid but are
not enrolled.  This includes some 45,000 children and 15,000 adults. Since Oklahoma will be on
the hook for this population whether we expand Medicaid or not, their cost is not properly
attributable to an expansion
It is based on unrealistic participation assumptions. The Governor assumes 100 percent
participation of every individual who is eligible for Medicaid – both the newly-eligible and those
currently eligible and not enrolled.  This is contrary to all prior experiences with participation in
public programs. As the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities notes:

No means-tested public program has ever achieved a 100 percent participation rate. Even
Medicare, a popular universal program has a participation rate of 96 percent. More credible
estimates prepared by the Urban Institute assume that of the uninsured individuals who will be
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eligible for Medicaid, 10-40 percent of those who are currently eligible but not enrolled and 57-
75 percent of those who will be newly eligible, will sign up for coverage.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority projects  that the total state cost for  newly-eligible
 Oklahomans from 2014 to 2020 will range from $120 million, if 57 percent of those eligible
participate, to $158 million, if 75 percent participate.  At an average annual cost of $17.1 to $22.5
million, this  is equivalent to less than 0.5 percent of current state appropriations.

It ignores savings to the state budget.  The state currently spends close to $50 million annually
providing health care services to uninsured adults through the Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services, Corrections Department and Health Department. Expanding Medicaid
would transfer 90 to 100 percent of the cost of services for newly-insured adults from the state
budget to  the federal government.  

It ignores state revenues that will be generated from increased health care spending.
Expanding Medicaid would bring hundreds of millions of additional federal dollars each year to
Oklahoma that will be spent on health care. This spending will generate additional jobs, which in
turn generates additional tax revenues. State tax collections  will jump $29.8 million in 2014,
assuming that 57 percent of  those newly-eligible for Medicaid join, according to an OSU
estimate.

Bottom line: If we set aside the population that is already eligible for Medicaid, use realistic
participation assumptions, and consider offsetting savings and new revenues, the state will be
looking at very modest spending increases by expanding Medicaid and could enjoy net savings.
Instead of being a deal we can’t afford, Medicaid expansion is a deal we can’t afford to pass up.

 
M. Scott Carter,

Capitol Bureau Reporter
The Journal Record

(405) 278-2838 - Downtown
(405) 524-7777 - Capitol bureau
scott.carter@journalrecord.com

www.journalrecord.com
 

 

37708

https://dl.dropbox.com/u/85965051/MedicaidCostsACA2014-2020.pdf
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120803_16_A1_Oklaho298254
https://dl.dropbox.com/u/85965051/Statistics%20Related%20to%20Medicaid%20Expansion%207.10.12-2.docx
https://dl.dropbox.com/u/85965051/Statistics%20Related%20to%20Medicaid%20Expansion%207.10.12-2.docx
mailto:scott.carter@journalrecord.com
http://www.journalrecord.com/


From: Alex Weintz
To: DeWayne Smoot
Subject: RE: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor"s plans to address health reform issues
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:02:00 PM

Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 

From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor's plans to address health reform issues
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Thank you!
 
DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com

 
 
 
On Nov 9, 2012, at 12:07 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:

DeWayne, we may have some movement on this issue today so I am waiting to see before I send you
anything. Will send you something by the end of the day. thanks
 

 

From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor's plans to address health reform issues
 
Aaron,
 
I sent the following to Alex on Thursday, but haven't heard back. I thought I would see if I
could get a response from you.
 
 
I was wondering what the governor's post-election plans are with regard to state-related
issues arising from the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
 
I understand a blueprint or the establishment of a state insurance exchange probably is the
first decision that needs to be made. Has Gov. Fallin had a chance to formulate a plan for that
yet? If so, what is her plan?
 
I guess the next decision would be whether to accept federal funds for the state's Medicaid
system. Has there been any movement on that issue? If so, what has that been?
 
What, if any, are the costs of delaying these decisions any longer than they have been
already?
 
What, if any, are the benefits of continuing to delay these decisions?
 
I plan to write the article for which this information will be used today. A prompt response
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would be appreciated.
 
 
DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: DeWayne Smoot
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor"s plans to address health reform issues
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:03:00 PM

All statements below attributable to me.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:03 PM
To: 'DeWayne Smoot'
Subject: RE: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor's plans to address health reform issues
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
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serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 

From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor's plans to address health reform issues
 
Thank you!
 
DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com

 
 
 
On Nov 9, 2012, at 12:07 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:
 

DeWayne, we may have some movement on this issue today so I am waiting to see before I send you
anything. Will send you something by the end of the day. thanks
 

 

From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: MEDIA REQUEST; Governor's plans to address health reform issues
 
Aaron,
 
I sent the following to Alex on Thursday, but haven't heard back. I thought I would see if I
could get a response from you.
 
 
I was wondering what the governor's post-election plans are with regard to state-related
issues arising from the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
 
I understand a blueprint or the establishment of a state insurance exchange probably is the
first decision that needs to be made. Has Gov. Fallin had a chance to formulate a plan for that
yet? If so, what is her plan?
 
I guess the next decision would be whether to accept federal funds for the state's Medicaid
system. Has there been any movement on that issue? If so, what has that been?
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What, if any, are the costs of delaying these decisions any longer than they have been
already?
 
What, if any, are the benefits of continuing to delay these decisions?
 
I plan to write the article for which this information will be used today. A prompt response
would be appreciated.
 
 
DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: DeWayne Smoot
Subject: RE: MEDIA REQUEST: special session?
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:32:00 PM

The governor has said she does not plan to call a special session.
 

From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:34 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: MEDIA REQUEST: special session?
 
Alex,
 
I was wondering what, if anything, has been decided about the possibility of calling a special
session of the Legislature to deal with the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to uphold the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
 
Does it look like there will be a special session to address the state-run health insurance
exchange? 
 
Is the administration willing to risk betting on the election results to avoid having to do that/ 
 
If a special session is called, what is the anticipated costs of doing that?
 
If a special session is not called, what are the potential costs of not addressing the issue? 
 
What are the benefits of not calling a special session to address the need for a state-run
health insurance exchange?
 
I am writing on deadline, so a prompt response would be appreciated.
 
DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com"
Subject: Re: MEDIA REQUEST: special session?
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:33:45 PM

The governor does not plan to call a special session. 

 
From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 03:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: MEDIA REQUEST: special session? 
 
Aaron,

I was wondering what, if anything, has been decided about the possibility of calling 
a special session of the Legislature to deal with the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to 
uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Does it look like there will be a special session to address the state-run health 
insurance exchange? 

Is the administration willing to risk betting on the election results to avoid having to 
do that/ 

If a special session is called, what is the anticipated costs of doing that?

If a special session is not called, what are the potential costs of not addressing the 
issue? 

What are the benefits of not calling a special session to address the need for a 
state-run health insurance exchange?

I am writing on deadline, so a prompt response would be appreciated.

DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: MEDIA REQUEST: special session?
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:35:00 PM

I did too thanks
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:35 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: MEDIA REQUEST: special session?
 
Fyi. - just replied that gov doesn't plan to call a special session

 
From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 03:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: MEDIA REQUEST: special session? 
 
Aaron,
 
I was wondering what, if anything, has been decided about the possibility of calling a special
session of the Legislature to deal with the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to uphold the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
 
Does it look like there will be a special session to address the state-run health insurance
exchange? 
 
Is the administration willing to risk betting on the election results to avoid having to do that/ 
 
If a special session is called, what is the anticipated costs of doing that?
 
If a special session is not called, what are the potential costs of not addressing the issue? 
 
What are the benefits of not calling a special session to address the need for a state-run
health insurance exchange?
 
I am writing on deadline, so a prompt response would be appreciated.
 
DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901
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dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com
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From: Chris Bruehl
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Media time for Thursday
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 3:10:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

If that’s what we need to do, then go ahead.  However, I still need time with her that day, probably
at least an hour. 
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Chris Bruehl
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Media time for Thursday
 
Chris, see below, is this ok?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 2:52 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Media time for Thursday
 
Dana,
 
The governor wanted some time Thursday afternoon to do media interview re:  Supreme
Court ruling on Obamacare.
 
Can we get 30-45 minutes, maybe bite some time from Appointments that afternoon? 
Earlier, the better.  Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
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On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Chris Bruehl; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Media time for Thursday
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 3:11:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Thanks Chris.  We’ll be done by 3:30 or 3:45

 

From: Chris Bruehl 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Media time for Thursday
 
If that’s what we need to do, then go ahead.  However, I still need time with her that day, probably
at least an hour. 
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Chris Bruehl
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Media time for Thursday
 
Chris, see below, is this ok?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 2:52 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Media time for Thursday
 
Dana,
 
The governor wanted some time Thursday afternoon to do media interview re:  Supreme
Court ruling on Obamacare.
 
Can we get 30-45 minutes, maybe bite some time from Appointments that afternoon? 
Earlier, the better.  Thanks.
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Medicaid folo
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:23:00 PM

He says JM is trying to pick a fight between state and the delegation.  Vaughn just said make sure we
reiterate that GMF and OK delegation are working together to find solutions to this problem - after all
none of them supported it so they're on the same page as us on this issue.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:46 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

Can you call vaughn jennings in sullivans office and see if there is anything he does not want us to say

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:37 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

We can just say more flexibility covers block grants

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

For the generic "what did you leave Wadh with" maybe talk about how she explained how she left
leaders with a better understanding of obamacare impact on states and how we want to formulate our
own plans.

 For the letter to sullivan, maybe off the record to JM we had to turn it around in a couple hours so just
an oversight.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Medicaid folo

Can you talk to Leslea at health dept and see if she can help us track down some of these numbers.
May have to go directly to cline. I don't know how to formulate an answer to this.

----- Original Message -----
From: Jim Myers [mailto:Jim.Myers@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 09:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Medicaid folo

Alex,

Firstly, thanks for getting the reax to Duncan yesterday.
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I'm working on a weekender on the Medicaid issue, which the governors focused on during the NGA.

Big question: What does the governor think she and others left Washington with, specifically in terms of
what to expect from Congress on addressing the Medicaid issue?

Realistically does she expect anything significant? If so, what?

Could you share any figures the governor is using to bolster idea that Congress should look at turning
the Medicaid program into a block  grant approach?

Number of Oklahomans covered, say, in 2009 versus how many covered today  versus how many
expected to be covered in 2014?

Any cost figures linked to those numbers?

In her letter to Rep. Sullivan, she does not mention block grant approach but uses the term flexibility.
Why?

Short of changing the program into a block grant, what other changes should Congress look at to
provide relief?

I'll call in a few in case you have questions.

Tks,

J

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.

______________________________________________________________________
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:22:01 PM

For the generic "what did you leave Wadh with" maybe talk about how she explained how she left
leaders with a better understanding of obamacare impact on states and how we want to formulate our
own plans.

 For the letter to sullivan, maybe off the record to JM we had to turn it around in a couple hours so just
an oversight.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Medicaid folo

Can you talk to Leslea at health dept and see if she can help us track down some of these numbers.
May have to go directly to cline. I don't know how to formulate an answer to this.

----- Original Message -----
From: Jim Myers [mailto:Jim.Myers@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 09:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Medicaid folo

Alex,

Firstly, thanks for getting the reax to Duncan yesterday.

I'm working on a weekender on the Medicaid issue, which the governors focused on during the NGA.

Big question: What does the governor think she and others left Washington with, specifically in terms of
what to expect from Congress on addressing the Medicaid issue?

Realistically does she expect anything significant? If so, what?

Could you share any figures the governor is using to bolster idea that Congress should look at turning
the Medicaid program into a block  grant approach?

Number of Oklahomans covered, say, in 2009 versus how many covered today  versus how many
expected to be covered in 2014?

Any cost figures linked to those numbers?

In her letter to Rep. Sullivan, she does not mention block grant approach but uses the term flexibility.
Why?

Short of changing the program into a block grant, what other changes should Congress look at to
provide relief?

I'll call in a few in case you have questions.

Tks,

J
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Medicaid folo
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:34:00 PM

It did come through.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

Did the last email I sent go through, with a partial statement

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 01:23 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Medicaid folo

He says JM is trying to pick a fight between state and the delegation.  Vaughn just said make sure we
reiterate that GMF and OK delegation are working together to find solutions to this problem - after all
none of them supported it so they're on the same page as us on this issue.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:46 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

Can you call vaughn jennings in sullivans office and see if there is anything he does not want us to say

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:37 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

We can just say more flexibility covers block grants

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 12:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Medicaid folo

For the generic "what did you leave Wadh with" maybe talk about how she explained how she left
leaders with a better understanding of obamacare impact on states and how we want to formulate our
own plans.

 For the letter to sullivan, maybe off the record to JM we had to turn it around in a couple hours so just
an oversight.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
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Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Medicaid folo

Can you talk to Leslea at health dept and see if she can help us track down some of these numbers.
May have to go directly to cline. I don't know how to formulate an answer to this.

----- Original Message -----
From: Jim Myers [mailto:Jim.Myers@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 09:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Medicaid folo

Alex,

Firstly, thanks for getting the reax to Duncan yesterday.

I'm working on a weekender on the Medicaid issue, which the governors focused on during the NGA.

Big question: What does the governor think she and others left Washington with, specifically in terms of
what to expect from Congress on addressing the Medicaid issue?

Realistically does she expect anything significant? If so, what?

Could you share any figures the governor is using to bolster idea that Congress should look at turning
the Medicaid program into a block  grant approach?

Number of Oklahomans covered, say, in 2009 versus how many covered today  versus how many
expected to be covered in 2014?

Any cost figures linked to those numbers?

In her letter to Rep. Sullivan, she does not mention block grant approach but uses the term flexibility.
Why?

Short of changing the program into a block grant, what other changes should Congress look at to
provide relief?

I'll call in a few in case you have questions.

Tks,

J

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:01:00 PM

I'm CC'ing our policy director Katie on this. The data point we've given you in the past is below.

I think there are too distinct issues though. Regardless of whether it is or not, I do not believe Governor
Fallin has made the claim that Medicaid is currently growing faster than the rest of the state's budget.
What she has said is that when fully implemented ObamaCare will add to the Medicaid rolls and thus to
both state and federal spending.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

Hi Alex - Please see below. Do you have any data points available that help backup Gov. Fallin's rhetoric
about the growth of Medicaid in the state budget?

-----Original Message-----
From: ALEX WAYNE (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:awayne3@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:11 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Medicaid, managed care

Jon, Mike:

Bloomberg Government's coming out with a study later today finding that contrary to claims by some
governors and other elected officials -- mostly but not all Republicans -- Medicaid is NOT growing faster
than the rest of states' budgets.

Adjusting for inflation, Medicaid spending by states has grown only 12 percent in the last decade. It's
remained flat as a share of state budgets, at about 10 percent. The numbers were compiled from data
from the National Association of State Budget Officers.

Governors that the study quotes as claiming excessive Medicaid growth include Bob McDonnell (growing
at "unsustainable levels"), Scott Walker ("by far the fastest-growing portion of our budget") and Mary
Fallin ("going up and up and up.")

Wanted to see if RGA would like to comment.

Alex

------------------------------------------------------------
Alex Wayne, reporter | Bloomberg News
202.654.4339 office | 202.607.0453 mobile
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:57:00 PM

Well she is saying a half billion in state funds.
This number is state and federal.

I need to send the press something to show them she wasn’t pulling that statement out of her ass. Do
you have something that can help in that endeavor.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

Recall this was before the decision, if we are not required to expand Medicaid it will not be the same.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care

I concur with Alex. Thanks, Katie

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care
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I'm CC'ing our policy director Katie on this. The data point we've given you in the past is below.

I think there are too distinct issues though. Regardless of whether it is or not, I do not believe Governor
Fallin has made the claim that Medicaid is currently growing faster than the rest of the state's budget.
What she has said is that when fully implemented ObamaCare will add to the Medicaid rolls and thus to
both state and federal spending.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

Hi Alex - Please see below. Do you have any data points available that help backup Gov. Fallin's rhetoric
about the growth of Medicaid in the state budget?

-----Original Message-----
From: ALEX WAYNE (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:awayne3@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:11 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Medicaid, managed care

Jon, Mike:

Bloomberg Government's coming out with a study later today finding that contrary to claims by some
governors and other elected officials -- mostly but not all Republicans -- Medicaid is NOT growing faster
than the rest of states' budgets.

Adjusting for inflation, Medicaid spending by states has grown only 12 percent in the last decade. It's
remained flat as a share of state budgets, at about 10 percent. The numbers were compiled from data
from the National Association of State Budget Officers.

Governors that the study quotes as claiming excessive Medicaid growth include Bob McDonnell (growing
at "unsustainable levels"), Scott Walker ("by far the fastest-growing portion of our budget") and Mary
Fallin ("going up and up and up.")

Wanted to see if RGA would like to comment.

Alex

------------------------------------------------------------
Alex Wayne, reporter | Bloomberg News
202.654.4339 office | 202.607.0453 mobile
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: steve olafson
Subject: RE: medicaid
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:07:00 PM

Alex is traveling with the governor.  Gov. Fallin has not announced a decision.  Here is a

statement on the topic:

 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision
to uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is
unaffordable and unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the
individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by the authors of
the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates,
including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace
the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA,
Governor Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the
creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon;
it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.

 

 

From: steve olafson  
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: medicaid
 
Aaron,
  I asked this question of Alex on a voicemail this a.m. but haven't heard back.
 
 Has Gov. Fallin decided whether to accept the fed's expansion of Medicaid? 
 
  I've read in the local press she hasn't decided yet.
 
  Can you enlighten me on her position? 
 
Thanks,
 
Steve
 
-- 
Steve Olafson/Reuters 
mobile (626) 375-6323
office (405) 735-7499
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Meeting Request
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:16:00 AM

Would 1:00 p.m. work for all?

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:52 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

I have some meetings scheduled - but will move them. What time works for y'all? I'll likely have Patrick
attend due to potential impact on litigation.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/02/2012 08:45 AM EST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; AJ Mallory <AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Meeting Request

Are you and whoever else would be appropriate available to meet on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 9th
with us to discuss post election ramifications of PPACA? We will have an RGA call earlier in the day and
a mtg with the Health Dept, so it would be a good time for all of us to get caught up! Please let us
know if you are available. Thanks, Katie
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Meeting Request
Date: Friday, November 02, 2012 9:18:00 AM

Denise has a 2:00 meeting w/Ming & Gretchen Zumwalt-Smith, but open other than that.

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, November 02, 2012 8:46 AM
To: 'melissa.houston@oag.ok.gov'
Cc: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Meeting Request

Are you and whoever else would be appropriate available to meet on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 9th
with us to discuss post election ramifications of PPACA? We will have an RGA call earlier in the day and
a mtg with the Health Dept, so it would be a good time for all of us to get caught up! Please let us
know if you are available. Thanks, Katie
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov
Subject: RE: Meeting Request
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:46:00 AM

Would here be o.k. with you all?

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:44 AM
To: AJ Mallory; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

So we're good for 1:30?  At your place or ours? I will be having Tom Bates our new 1st Assistant and
Patrick Wyrick attend with me.

----- Original Message -----
From: AJ Mallory [AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/07/2012 11:16 AM CST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston; Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: RE: Meeting Request

Would 1:00 p.m. work for all?

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:52 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

I have some meetings scheduled - but will move them. What time works for y'all? I'll likely have Patrick
attend due to potential impact on litigation.
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----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/02/2012 08:45 AM EST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; AJ Mallory <AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Meeting Request

Are you and whoever else would be appropriate available to meet on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 9th
with us to discuss post election ramifications of PPACA? We will have an RGA call earlier in the day and
a mtg with the Health Dept, so it would be a good time for all of us to get caught up! Please let us
know if you are available. Thanks, Katie
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 8:47:37 PM

Nothing in particular I can think of. Hot topic is the exchange, but do not bring it up if they don't! If
they do, I think it is best to say that you understand we are working on a solution to satisfy as many
legislators as possible but also protect the state from the forced implementation of obamacare!

----- Original Message -----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:39 PM
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators

Would not be surprised if McPeak brings up the Creek Nation compact.  He has been asking the
Governor to sign a compact.  Sec. Coffee, Judy and I met with McPeak and tribal leaders in February.
However, I don't think anything has been decided. 

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:33 PM
To: Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators

No, introductory meeting primarily.

----- Original Message -----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:31 PM
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators

Any specific topic?

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Meetings with Reps/Senators

I'm meeting with Rep. McPeak, Sen. Brinkley and Sen. David tomorrow-any thoughts on what to
expect/say/not say to them?

37737

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Craig.Perry@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Kaleb.Bennett@gov.ok.gov


From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: Message from Website: General Information
Date: Friday, February 11, 2011 10:52:00 AM

Submitting this for approval.

Mr. Brown:

        First of all I would like to thank you for expressing your concerns in your email.  The Governor has
done exactly what she said she would as the Governor of Oklahoma, which was file a lawsuit against
the Federal Government over the health care legislation.  Governor Fallin and Attorney General Pruitt
have joined forces in filing a separate lawsuit due to the recent amendment that add to the Constitution
of Oklahoma.  The State Question 756 which passed on November 2nd, 2010, amended the Oklahoma
Constitution that would make the healthcare legislation unconstitutional within the State of Oklahoma. 
Please feel free to contact our office with any other questions or concerns. 

Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Keili McEwen
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 10:25 AM
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Message from Website: General Information

Health Care

-----Original Message-----
From: Greg Brown [
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 6:25 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Message from Website: General Information

could you please stand with the rest of the nation against obamacare?

Thank you...
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: monthly column
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:48:00 PM

Do you want to leave this in?

 

Finally, as we all gather this month to spend quality time with family and friends, I
want to wish all Oklahomans a safe, happy and joyous Christmas and holiday season.
 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:45 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: monthly column
 
Can you change to “hundreds of millions” and then send a test
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: monthly column
 
Are we still good to use $475 million?  That’s the only possible change I could see.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: monthly column
 
Can you look this over and see if you see anything that needs changing?
 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
By Governor Mary Fallin
      
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the
best interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.  
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the
quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
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and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama
Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their
opposition to the federal health care law time and time again.
            After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the
creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the
dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs
associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the
out-of-control spending of the federal government.
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective
chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of
skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: monthly column
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:45:00 PM

Can you change to “hundreds of millions” and then send a test
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: monthly column
 
Are we still good to use $475 million?  That’s the only possible change I could see.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: monthly column
 
Can you look this over and see if you see anything that needs changing?
 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
By Governor Mary Fallin
      
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the
best interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.  
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the
quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama
Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their
opposition to the federal health care law time and time again.
            After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the
creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
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Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the
dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs
associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the
out-of-control spending of the federal government.
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective
chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of
skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: monthly column
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:39:00 PM

Are we still good to use $475 million?  That’s the only possible change I could see.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: monthly column
 
Can you look this over and see if you see anything that needs changing?
 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
By Governor Mary Fallin
      
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the
best interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.  
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the
quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama
Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their
opposition to the federal health care law time and time again.
            After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the
creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
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reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the
dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs
associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the
out-of-control spending of the federal government.
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective
chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of
skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: monthly column
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:49:00 PM

No it just comes off as a non sequitur I think.
We’re going to put out a Christmas statement later and its early enough that I don’t think people are
looking for holiday cheer in every statement yet
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:48 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: monthly column
 
Do you want to leave this in?

 

Finally, as we all gather this month to spend quality time with family and friends, I
want to wish all Oklahomans a safe, happy and joyous Christmas and holiday season.
 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:45 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: monthly column
 
Can you change to “hundreds of millions” and then send a test
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:39 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: monthly column
 
Are we still good to use $475 million?  That’s the only possible change I could see.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: monthly column
 
Can you look this over and see if you see anything that needs changing?
 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
By Governor Mary Fallin
      
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the
best interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.  
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
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for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the
quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama
Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their
opposition to the federal health care law time and time again.
            After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the
creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the
dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs
associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the
out-of-control spending of the federal government.
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective
chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of
skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

37747

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: Re: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 8:40:08 PM

No because we sent it several hours before you sent me the changes ... The campaign is sending a
version of this though and i will make sure they get in there 
 
From: Mary Fallin 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 08:37 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Fw: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing
for Oklahoma 
 
Did we get our changes in..?
 
From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 03:15 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for
Oklahoma 
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
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interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
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bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: John Bennett
Subject: RE: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:16:00 PM

Thanks! I’ll pass that on to the gov.

 

From: John Bennett [mailto:John.Bennett@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:07 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing
for Oklahoma
 

Great job Governor! My constituents and I support your decision 100%! Thank you!

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S™ II Skyrocket™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone.

-------- Original message --------
Subject: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill
Right Thing for Oklahoma 
From: Governor Fallin Press <  
To: Governor Fallin Press <  
CC: 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 

37751

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:John.Bennett@okhouse.gov
http://www.governor.ok.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin


Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
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Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution
or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The
Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus
free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by
opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: More Exchanges: AL, MS, IN
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:49:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Got it. any thoughts on the statement I sent?
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:44 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: More Exchanges: AL, MS, IN
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: November 15, 2012 12:40:28 PM PST
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Dustin Huffman <
Subject: More Exchanges: AL, MS, IN

More on Exchanges:
 
AL:  http://www.waff.com/story/20085554/alabama-will-not-establish-a-health-insurance-
exchange
 
MS:  http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/dd0247aa1f064917a0f319208b2f4ab9/MS--
Mississippi-Insurance-Exchange3rd-Ld
 
IN: See below
 
 

PENCE SAYS INDIANA SHOULD NOT ESTABLISH STATE-
BASED HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Gov.-Elect Also Reiterates Opposition to Partnership Exchange; Will Notify Federal Authorities,
"Absent New Information," by February 2013 Deadline 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      Contact: Christy Denault
November 15, 2012                                                         cdenault@mikepence.com
                                                                                          (317) 775-1170   
 
Carmel, IN - Gov.-elect Mike Pence today reiterated his recommendation that
Indiana should not develop a state-based health insurance exchange as part of the
implementation of the Affordable Care Act.
 
In a letter to Gov. Mitch Daniels, Pence noted that he has reviewed his position in light
of the recent election and his recommendation remains the same.
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"I do not believe the State of Indiana should establish a state-based health insurance
exchange because doing so will cost taxpayers millions of dollars and it is not clear that
Hoosiers would benefit from incurring the cost of implementing this new federal
healthcare bureaucracy," Pence said in his letter.       
 
He added, "Without knowing more details on the cost and nature of state-based
exchanges, it is possible that our state could be placed in the untenable position of
serving as the administrator of a new federal healthcare bureaucracy over which we
have little control."
 
Pence pointed to the uncertainty regarding cost and regulation of state-based
exchanges, as well as the certainty of higher taxes and higher premiums for Hoosiers
in his recommendation.   
 
Pence also noted he remains opposed to a partnership exchange with the federal
government and, "absent new information," will make that known to the proper federal
authorities by the deadline of February 16, 2013.     
 
"Hoosiers may be assured that we will continue to evaluate the best course of action
for the people of our state and will make every effort to continue to develop locally-
based, innovative solutions to make insurance more affordable and increase access to
care for all Hoosiers," said Pence. 
 
States must tell the federal government whether or not they intend to establish a state-
based exchange by Friday.
 
Gov.-elect Pence's letter can be read in full here. 
 

###

 
Forward this email

This email was sent to chrisatkins@mikepence.com by mpence@mikepence.com |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
Mike Pence for Indiana | 1435 Chase Court | Carmel | IN | 46032
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: More GOP Govs statements on Supreme Court Ruling
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:49:00 PM

Will do
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: More GOP Govs statements on Supreme Court Ruling
 
Thanks
Would you mind to print this off for me?
Rganks

Mary Fallin

On Jun 28, 2012, at 10:46 AM, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Subject: More GOP Govs statements on Supreme Court Ruling

 

RGA Chair Bob McDonnell:

“Today’s ruling crystallizes all that’s at stake in November’s

election.  The only way to stop Barack Obama’s budget-busting

health care takeover is by electing a new president. Barack

Obama’s health care takeover encapsulates his Presidency:

Obamacare increases taxes, grows the size of government and

puts bureaucrats over patients while doing nothing to improve the

economy. It’s never been more important that we elect a President

who understands the marketplace and will make job creation his

top priority.  By replacing Barack Obama with Mitt Romney, we will

not only stop the federal government’s healthcare takeover, but will

also take a giant step towards a full economic recovery.”

 

Christie (NJ):

“I’ve been clear from the very beginning that I do not believe a

one-size-fits-all health care program works for the entire country

and that each governor should have the ability to make decisions

about what works best for their state. Today’s Supreme Court

decision is disappointing and I still believe this is the wrong

approach for the people of New Jersey who should be able to

make their own judgments about health care. Most importantly, the

Supreme Court is confirming what we knew all along about this

law – it is a tax on middle class Americans.”
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Jindal (LA):

“Ironically, the Supreme Court has decided to be far more honest

about Obamacare than Obama was. They rightly have called it a

tax. Today’s decision is a blow to our freedoms. The Court should

have protected our constitutional freedoms, but remember it was

the President that forced this law on us. The American people did

not want or approve of Obamacare then, and they do not now.

Americans oppose it because it will decrease the quality of health

care in America, raise taxes, cut Medicare, and break the bank. All

of this is still true. Republicans must drive hard toward repeal, this

is no time to go weak in the knees.”

 

Scott (FL):

“The Justices have declared that the central provision of

ObamaCare is a judicially mandated tax. A new tax pure and

simple. This is just another burden the federal government has put

on American families and small businesses, while the economy

struggles to recover.”

 

Haley (SC):

“What a shame for South Carolina and our country on the Court's

ruling of the healthcare mandate.”

 

Fallin (OK):

“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health

care bill from the very beginning, having approved a constitutional

amendment to block the implementation of this bill in our state. We

believe that, rather than Big Government bureaucracy and one-

size-fits-all solutions, the free-market principles of choice and

competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to

health care and reduce costs. “I’m extremely disappointed and

frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the federal

health care law.  President Obama’s  health care policies will limit

patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in

the United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a

half billion dollars in the process.  “Today’s decision highlights the

importance of electing leaders who will work to repeal the federal

health care law and replace it with meaningful reform focused on

commonsense, market based changes.”

 

Bentley (AL):

“I am deeply disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision. 

The health care law is an overreach by the federal government that

creates more regulation, bureaucracy, and a dramatic increase in

costs to taxpayers.  The ACA is the single worst piece of legislation

to come out of Congress.  This law must be repealed. People need

more choices, not fewer choices.  Bigger government is not the

answer.  Market-based solutions are the best solutions to giving

the public the most affordable options.”
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Branstad (IA):

“Today, the Supreme Court handed down a disastrous decision to

uphold President Obama’s destructive health care law, which

means a future of higher costs, higher taxes, and increasing debt

for Iowans.  The current health care system is nothing but a federal

takeover and continues to exceed its budgeted amount every day. 

But, as Governor Romney has said many times, no matter what

may happen in Court, the American people must remain vigilant in

their fight to repeal the law. Our goal is for Iowa to become the

healthiest state in the country and to do so Iowans will need to

take ownership of their own health to reduce health care costs and

lead healthier lives.”

 

Brownback (KS):

“Stopping ObamaCare is now in the hands of the American

people.  It begins with electing a new president this fall.”
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: MyHealth
Date: Thursday, July 07, 2011 1:26:00 PM

Ugh!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 1:24 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: MyHealth
 
I'm not disputing that 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 01:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: MyHealth 
 
It is a proven fact that electronic medical health records result in lower costs and better health
outcomes for patients - this cannot be disputed.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 01:03 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: MyHealth 
 
"Health information exchange." I don't think we need to wade into a federal program with that word
without someone forcing us to 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 01:02 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: MyHealth 
 
It is the exchange of medical health records, just like OHIET. Not a health insurance exchange.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 12:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: MyHealth 
 
Not touching with 10 foot pole
MyHealth Access Network is enabled by the Greater Tulsa Health Access Network, Inc., (Greater THAN),
which is a consortium of organizations who have come together with the singular purpose of improving the
health and quality of life for all Tulsans (and Oklahomans in the Tulsa region) through establishment of
Health Information Exchange in the Greater Tulsa area. 

 
Alex Weintz
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Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: Re: NAIC Rules
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:56:09 PM

Will do.

On Nov 20, 2012, at 13:43, "Mary Fallin" <maryfallin > wrote:

Send to John Doak and respond too..

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "David Powell"
Date: November 20, 2012, 1:17:20 PM CST
To: "Mary Fallin" <maryfallin >
Subject: NAIC Rules

Dear mary,
 
To whoever screens Mary's email, I am an old friend of hers
from OSU.  She will confirm and she and the Insurance
Commissioner need to read this. 
 
I want to let Mary know that the National Association of
Insurance Commissioners needs to abandon their idea to push
aggregate stoploss limits higher.  This is only an attempt to
strengthen Obamacare by unfairly putting more risk on
"smaller" self funded employers.  (50-500 employees)  These
employers are currently doing the right thing, providing
comprehensive health benefits to their employees and their
families, mostly at the employer's expense.
 
Only three states have endorsed the change to the Stoploss
Model Act; Minnesota, Hew hampshire and Vermont.  The
proposed change will make it harder for Oklahoma employers
to provide affordable coverage by pushing them toward a
national exchange.  Please tell the Oklahoma Insurance
Commissioner to vote NO and not change the Stoploss Model
Act.
 
I have been in the health insurance business since graduating
from OSU in 1978 and I have worked with partially self-funded
employers plans nearly that entire time.  If there are any
questions, please call my cell any time.  417-438-7655.
 
David A. Powell
President
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Benefit Management, Inc.
 Joplin, MO 64804

(888) 294-1515
 
 
 

Privacy Policy: The information contained in this transmission
may contain Protected Health Information (PHI) under the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). It
is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named
above. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copy of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify me immediately by electronic mail (reply).
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: National Business Group on Health"s Model for State Health Insurance Exchanges (OK)
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2011 9:43:00 AM

Thx!
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2011 9:42 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: National Business Group on Health's Model for State Health Insurance Exchanges (OK)
 
FYI. -- I will respond with a general thank you letter.
 

From: H Darling [mailto:hdarling@businessgrouphealth.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2011 7:38 AM
To: Governor Info
Cc: John Doak; S Wojcik
Subject: National Business Group on Health's Model for State Health Insurance Exchanges (OK)
 
Dear Governor Fallin:

 

Attached, please find the National Business Group on Health’s model recommendations for the state

health insurance exchanges.  The model, drafted with input from our large employer members over the

last couple months, reflects their experiences and expertise running exchange-like processes with

multiple coverage options for employees across many states.  The model incorporates suggestions to

streamline and minimize the administrative complexity of the transactions and information sharing

between employers and the states.  The model also underscores our recommendations that the

exchanges aggressively focus on value, promote improvements in the effectiveness and efficiency of

care, reduce the total cost of the care for all people and all payers, and make exchange interactions as

easy and user-friendly as possible for enrollees.

 

The National Business Group on Health (Business Group) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) membership

organization of approximately 325, primarily large, employers (including 66 of the Fortune 100) who

voluntarily provide health care benefits and other health programs to over 55 million American

employees, retirees, and their families.

 

If you or your staff would like more information or if you would like to discuss our recommendations and

model exchange in more detail, please contact me or Steve Wojcik, the Business Group’s Vice

President of Public Policy (at 202-558-3012 or Wojcik@businessgrouphealth.org).

 

Thank you,

Helen

 

 

Helen Darling

President & CEO

National Business Group on Health

20 F Street, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20001

Phone: 202.558.3005

darling@businessgrouphealth.org
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:05:03 PM

Im sure shed want to do it. Lets just get the guys number and email and tell him we'll try to connect
with him on the ground 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 03:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Fw: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas 
 
Will you check with gov and see if she wants to do this?

Is your thought to do as many of these as she wants at RGA/NGA?

I'm curious whether they'd want to talk anything other than PPACA

 
From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 07:50 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas 
 
Great, thank you

 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 5:46 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas
 
We will check the schedule and get back to you ASAP. 

 
From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 07:21 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas 
 
Reid Wilson with National Journal is requesting a 10 minute sit down interview with the governor

sometime on Wednesday afternoon/evening or on Thursday during Annual Conference here in Vegas.

General topics would include where the GOP goes from here, RGA annual conference, and Governors

leadership in the states

 

Any chance we could make happen? I would be glad to help arrange a time and meeting location.

 

Thanks,

 

Jon
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Jon Thompson
Press Secretary

Republican Governors Association (RGA)

jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL: 

Twitter: @JonThompsonDC
 

 

 

 

Jon Thompson
Press Secretary

Republican Governors Association (RGA)

jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL: 202-

Twitter: @JonThompsonDC
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: national radio sho
Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 9:15:00 AM

212-736-8639; the interview will be between 5 and 7 minutes
 
RE:  health care compact; other possible topics:  Oklahoma balancing budget w/o raising taxes;
Oklahoma passing conservative, pro-business reforms (workers comp, lawsuit reform, education
reforms); GMF’s take on GOP presidential primary (next candidate should be pro-business, repeal
Obamacare, reform entitlements, cut spending).
 

From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 8:51 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: national radio sho
 
Please let me know the call-in number and all the other details, please. Thanks Aaron!
 
Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 8:48 AM
To: Tammie Wright
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: national radio sho
 
Tammie,
 
GMF OK’d an radio interview with the Mike Gallagher show re:  health care compact.  They have
Thursday at 9:45 am CST available for a 5-10 minute interview. 
 
Can we squeeze that in the middle of the pardon and parole meeting on Thursday?
 
Thanks.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
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t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "awren@imaginepub.com"
Cc: "Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG"
Subject: Re: need some story ideas
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2011 10:53:53 AM

That shouldn't be a problem. I'll have to coordinate w/scheduling

 
From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 05:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Woods, Steve <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> 
Subject: FW: need some story ideas 
 
Hi Aaron,

I’m a reporter with NFIB’s MyBusiness Magazine, and am hoping to arrange an interview with Gov.
Fallin regarding a story we’re working on covering states’ approach to rolling back red tape. 

Do you think it would be possible to set something up in the next week?

Thanks,

Adam Wren

Adam Wren
Writer
MyBusiness Magazine
Imagination
www.imaginepub.com

cell 317.966.8053
tel. 312.887.1000 x 137

------ Forwarded Message
From: "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG>
Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2011 15:05:08 -0500
To: Adam Wren <awren@imaginepub.com>
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Adam
 
The interview with gov. fallen went well.  I mentioned the story to her press secretary and he said
she would cooperate. His name is aaron Cooper   405-521-2342.  Aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
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From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Woods, Steve
Cc: Clough, David
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Steve,

We’re thumbs up for the story, to run in the front of the magazine. What should be my next step to
get those quotes? David, do you have any suggestions, or can you help me connect with the
governor’s office?

Thanks,

Adam

On 9/14/11 9:09 AM, "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> wrote:
Adam
 
I just attended a republican governors assn.. meeting in philly where gov. la page of maine talked
about his initiative to do 25 regulatory audits of different type businesses in maine and follow-up
with reviews of their most burdensome regs.  I am sure we could get  him to give a quote or two if
you do a story on this.
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2011 4:37 PM
To: Selvy, Gary; Woods, Steve
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Thanks!

On 9/8/11 11:47 AM, "Selvy, Gary" <Gary.Selvy@nfib.org> wrote:
Adam, one possible story could be from Georgia regarding economic development through regulatory reform.

Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp (an NFIB member http://specialtystonesupply.com/Home_Page.html

 ) has initiated a program aimed at assessing and cutting the regulatory burden on small business

http://www.sos.ga.gov/cuttheredtape/. Kyle Jackson our state director in Georgia says that Brian would

be happy to talk directly to you regarding this effort (work through Kyle).

 

Hope this helps

  

37769

mailto:awren@imaginepub.com
file:////c/Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG
mailto:awren@imaginepub.com
file:////c/Gary.Selvy@nfib.org
http://specialtystonesupply.com/Home_Page.html
http://www.sos.ga.gov/cuttheredtape/


From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary; awren@imaginepub.com
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Ok.  Had the meeting today. They will do a story on the health exchanges.  Also, we agreed to
consider doing a story on what states are doing to reduce regulations on small business.  Adam wren
did such a great job on the economic development story last month he will get another chance with
this one.  Any states come to mind that he could highlight in the story.  We can try to tie this into the
sensible regs coalition.  Looking for ideas.  thanks.
 

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 2:23 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: need some story ideas

 
Have the my business editorial meeting tomorrow.  I need some state story ideas.  I think we have
just about killed the topics of unemployment insurance, public pension  reform, and state budgets.  I
have a few ideas that I think might make for interesting stories but haven’t quite figured out the
story-line.
 
1.      Immigration reform --- lots of bills passed this year.  Mostly in the south and most had to do
with e-verify. Could do a story contrasting the conservative vs. progressive states (Maryland and
California passed DREAM act lite bills).  

2.      Paycheck protection --- look at the states that have passed laws or did it by executive order and
how it has impacted union contributions and subsequently election results.

3.      Health insurance exchanges --- just do an update on the states dilemma whether to start
exchanges or wait for the supreme court decision, and what small business is looking for in the
exchanges.             

4.      Minimum wage I told you so story.  How the unemployment rate for teenagers and young
adults has increased significantly, interview businesses that say how they won’t hire because the
young, inexperienced employee does not increase sales or add value to bottom-line

5.      Regulatory reform efforts --- followup to last months story on new govs and their privatized
economic development agencies with what they are doing to reduce regulations.  Good lead in to
our sensible regulations coalition work

6.      Tort reform --- highlight victories in 2011, new areas of tort cases like trespassers liability, ADA
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suits, consumer fraud cases\

7.      Amazon issue --- not sure we can write this without a position or a bias but it would make for
an interesting story, with the texas and Tennessee promises, and the California effort to attach
nexus to the kindle subsidiary and subsequent amazon threat to bring a referendum

Help me out guys.  Thanks.
Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and
deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

------ End of Forwarded Message
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Adam Wren
Subject: RE: need some story ideas
Date: Monday, September 26, 2011 3:16:00 PM

Adam,

 

Sorry for neglecting you.  I’ll have to check on availability for this week.  I know it’s not as good as

being on the phone, but we could also do an e-mail Q&A if that works for you.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2011 3:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: need some story ideas
 
Hi Aaron,

I’m just following up to see if it would still be possible to get 5 minutes with Gov. Fallin sometime
this week to talk briefly about her approach to regulations and cutting red tape for a piece in our
November/December issue of MyBusiness Magazine.

Thanks!

Adam

On 9/15/11 10:53 AM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

That shouldn't be a problem. I'll have to coordinate w/scheduling

 
From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 05:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Woods, Steve <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> 
Subject: FW: need some story ideas 

Hi Aaron,

I’m a reporter with NFIB’s MyBusiness Magazine, and am hoping to arrange an interview with Gov.
Fallin regarding a story we’re working on covering states’ approach to rolling back red tape. 

Do you think it would be possible to set something up in the next week?

Thanks,
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Adam Wren

Adam Wren
Writer
MyBusiness Magazine
Imagination
www.imaginepub.com

cell 317.966.8053
tel. 312.887.1000 x 137

------ Forwarded Message
From: "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG>
Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2011 15:05:08 -0500
To: Adam Wren <awren@imaginepub.com>
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Adam
 
The interview with gov. fallen went well.  I mentioned the story to her press secretary and he said
she would cooperate. His name is aaron Cooper   405-521-2342.  Aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Woods, Steve
Cc: Clough, David
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Steve,

We’re thumbs up for the story, to run in the front of the magazine. What should be my next step to
get those quotes? David, do you have any suggestions, or can you help me connect with the
governor’s office?

Thanks,

Adam

On 9/14/11 9:09 AM, "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> wrote:
Adam
 
I just attended a republican governors assn.. meeting in philly where gov. la page of maine talked
about his initiative to do 25 regulatory audits of different type businesses in maine and follow-up
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with reviews of their most burdensome regs.  I am sure we could get  him to give a quote or two if
you do a story on this.
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2011 4:37 PM
To: Selvy, Gary; Woods, Steve
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Thanks!

On 9/8/11 11:47 AM, "Selvy, Gary" <Gary.Selvy@nfib.org> wrote:
Adam, one possible story could be from Georgia regarding economic development through regulatory reform.

Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp (an NFIB member http://specialtystonesupply.com/Home_Page.html

 ) has initiated a program aimed at assessing and cutting the regulatory burden on small business

http://www.sos.ga.gov/cuttheredtape/. Kyle Jackson our state director in Georgia says that Brian would

be happy to talk directly to you regarding this effort (work through Kyle).

 

Hope this helps

  

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary; awren@imaginepub.com
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Ok.  Had the meeting today. They will do a story on the health exchanges.  Also, we agreed to
consider doing a story on what states are doing to reduce regulations on small business.  Adam wren
did such a great job on the economic development story last month he will get another chance with
this one.  Any states come to mind that he could highlight in the story.  We can try to tie this into the
sensible regs coalition.  Looking for ideas.  thanks.
 

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 2:23 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: need some story ideas

 
Have the my business editorial meeting tomorrow.  I need some state story ideas.  I think we have
just about killed the topics of unemployment insurance, public pension  reform, and state budgets.  I
have a few ideas that I think might make for interesting stories but haven’t quite figured out the
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story-line.
 
1.      Immigration reform --- lots of bills passed this year.  Mostly in the south and most had to do
with e-verify. Could do a story contrasting the conservative vs. progressive states (Maryland and
California passed DREAM act lite bills).  

2.      Paycheck protection --- look at the states that have passed laws or did it by executive order and
how it has impacted union contributions and subsequently election results.

3.      Health insurance exchanges --- just do an update on the states dilemma whether to start
exchanges or wait for the supreme court decision, and what small business is looking for in the
exchanges.             

4.      Minimum wage I told you so story.  How the unemployment rate for teenagers and young
adults has increased significantly, interview businesses that say how they won’t hire because the
young, inexperienced employee does not increase sales or add value to bottom-line

5.      Regulatory reform efforts --- followup to last months story on new govs and their privatized
economic development agencies with what they are doing to reduce regulations.  Good lead in to
our sensible regulations coalition work

6.      Tort reform --- highlight victories in 2011, new areas of tort cases like trespassers liability, ADA
suits, consumer fraud cases\

7.      Amazon issue --- not sure we can write this without a position or a bias but it would make for
an interesting story, with the texas and Tennessee promises, and the California effort to attach
nexus to the kindle subsidiary and subsequent amazon threat to bring a referendum

Help me out guys.  Thanks.
Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and
deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
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from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

------ End of Forwarded Message
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:34:29 AM
Importance: High

A few edits and minor changes…
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their
money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  
Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance
structure for an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. We also believe it represents an important opportunity for
conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange; rather than allowing a federally
run exchange to be implemented in 2014 as current law states.

Unlike a federally run exchange, an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be
an online marketplace where costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought
and sold to meet individual needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real
choices for consumers.  This is the exchange that my administration, the Insurance
Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you
are as excited by this opportunity as we are.
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:30 AM
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To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
 
The Speaker is good with this letter

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:20 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Importance: High
 
PLEASE REVIEW AND PROVIDE CHANGES ASAP -
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their
money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  
Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance
structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
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katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 

 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
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katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 

 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
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in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Brian Downs
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:27:40 AM

The Speaker is good with this letter

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:20 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Importance: High
 
PLEASE REVIEW AND PROVIDE CHANGES ASAP -
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their
money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  
Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance
structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
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Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Brian Downs
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:35:10 AM

What are the changes?? Can you highlight them for me?

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:36 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Importance: High
 
A few edits and minor changes…
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their
money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  
Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance
structure for an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. We also believe it represents an important opportunity for
conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange; rather than allowing a federally
run exchange to be implemented in 2014 as current law states.

Unlike a federally run exchange, an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be
an online marketplace where costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought
and sold to meet individual needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real
choices for consumers.  This is the exchange that my administration, the Insurance
Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you
are as excited by this opportunity as we are.
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:30 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
 
The Speaker is good with this letter

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:20 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: NEW DRAFT LETTER - REVIEW ASAP
Importance: High
 
PLEASE REVIEW AND PROVIDE CHANGES ASAP -
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their
money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  
Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance
structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
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and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 

See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…

 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
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Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:

 

We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate

issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language

about being attached to this letter.

 

Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?

 

Thanks so much,

 

BD

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
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small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:31:57 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Can you finish them tonight and email them to her if you can't get them done now 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Newsmax intervie 
 
I will try but need to jet ASAP after work for some personal errands.

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
 
Why can't u finish them tonight 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Newsmax intervie 
 
I just got a list of topics from Newsmax this afternoon for tomorrow’s interview; all looks
pretty boiler plate conservative topics; additionally, the interview is 10 min total … her
responses should be brief and suitable for 1-2 minute clips.  Working up some talkers, but
won’t have it finished until tomorrow AM.  Below are some quick thoughts.  Let me know
if you have additions.
 
FYI – there is an hour blocked on the gov’s schedule, but the interview will only take 15
minutes; so we can delay to the end of the hour for her to review if needed.
 
Format is goofy but I viewed a recent example and it looks good:  Newsmax is sending a
local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell
speakerphone; the Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they did
over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it appear like a satellite
interview
 
 
 

1.)     the 2012 election
a.      important to elect someone who can tackle economic woes, committed to

limiting govt spending and stopping the federal overreach
2.)    the role Oklahoma will play in the election

a.      expect Oklahoma to go for Romney
b.      Will be helping in any capacity I can
c.       while our electoral impact is small, we’re a great example of how
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conservative, limited government policies can spur economic growth
3.)   the state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans

a.      Tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; market uncertainty over
spending, policies like health care

b.      But Oklahoma is doing better, 4.7 percent unemployment, thanks to our
pro-growth policies

4.)    Obamacare’s impact on states
a.      In Oklahoma, at least $500 million to our budget if we expand Medicaid.

5.)   the encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds
a.       

6.)    automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including Oklahoma
a.      Oklahoma a leader in aerospace and defense
b.      Automatic cuts could mean a loss of up to 16,000 jobs
c.       Hope Washington decides

7.)    austerity measures imposed by other governors
a.      Other govenor’s raising taxes; cutting services
b.      Not good for economic growth
c.       Oklahoma fortunate to have balanced budget, pro-biz policies
d.      Creating a pro-biz environment here, take advantage of companies wanting

to relocate
e.       Regularly meet with CEOs and tell them the “Oklahoma story” worked;

recent example Asco and 600 new jobs
 
 
 
Her
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Newsmax intervie
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:30:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I will try but need to jet ASAP after work for some personal errands.

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
 
Why can't u finish them tonight 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Newsmax intervie 
 
I just got a list of topics from Newsmax this afternoon for tomorrow’s interview; all looks
pretty boiler plate conservative topics; additionally, the interview is 10 min total … her
responses should be brief and suitable for 1-2 minute clips.  Working up some talkers, but
won’t have it finished until tomorrow AM.  Below are some quick thoughts.  Let me know
if you have additions.
 
FYI – there is an hour blocked on the gov’s schedule, but the interview will only take 15
minutes; so we can delay to the end of the hour for her to review if needed.
 
Format is goofy but I viewed a recent example and it looks good:  Newsmax is sending a
local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell
speakerphone; the Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they did
over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it appear like a satellite
interview
 
 
 

1.)     the 2012 election
a.      important to elect someone who can tackle economic woes, committed to

limiting govt spending and stopping the federal overreach
2.)    the role Oklahoma will play in the election

a.      expect Oklahoma to go for Romney
b.      Will be helping in any capacity I can
c.       while our electoral impact is small, we’re a great example of how

conservative, limited government policies can spur economic growth
3.)   the state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans

a.      Tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; market uncertainty over
spending, policies like health care

b.      But Oklahoma is doing better, 4.7 percent unemployment, thanks to our
pro-growth policies

4.)    Obamacare’s impact on states
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a.      In Oklahoma, at least $500 million to our budget if we expand Medicaid.
5.)   the encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds

a.       
6.)    automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including Oklahoma

a.      Oklahoma a leader in aerospace and defense
b.      Automatic cuts could mean a loss of up to 16,000 jobs
c.       Hope Washington decides

7.)    austerity measures imposed by other governors
a.      Other govenor’s raising taxes; cutting services
b.      Not good for economic growth
c.       Oklahoma fortunate to have balanced budget, pro-biz policies
d.      Creating a pro-biz environment here, take advantage of companies wanting

to relocate
e.       Regularly meet with CEOs and tell them the “Oklahoma story” worked;

recent example Asco and 600 new jobs
 
 
 
Her
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:28:42 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Why can't u finish them tonight 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Newsmax intervie 
 
I just got a list of topics from Newsmax this afternoon for tomorrow’s interview; all looks
pretty boiler plate conservative topics; additionally, the interview is 10 min total … her
responses should be brief and suitable for 1-2 minute clips.  Working up some talkers, but
won’t have it finished until tomorrow AM.  Below are some quick thoughts.  Let me know
if you have additions.
 
FYI – there is an hour blocked on the gov’s schedule, but the interview will only take 15
minutes; so we can delay to the end of the hour for her to review if needed.
 
Format is goofy but I viewed a recent example and it looks good:  Newsmax is sending a
local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell
speakerphone; the Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they did
over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it appear like a satellite
interview
 
 
 

1.)     the 2012 election
a.      important to elect someone who can tackle economic woes, committed to

limiting govt spending and stopping the federal overreach
2.)    the role Oklahoma will play in the election

a.      expect Oklahoma to go for Romney
b.      Will be helping in any capacity I can
c.       while our electoral impact is small, we’re a great example of how

conservative, limited government policies can spur economic growth
3.)   the state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans

a.      Tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; market uncertainty over
spending, policies like health care

b.      But Oklahoma is doing better, 4.7 percent unemployment, thanks to our
pro-growth policies

4.)    Obamacare’s impact on states
a.      In Oklahoma, at least $500 million to our budget if we expand Medicaid.

5.)   the encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds
a.       

6.)    automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including Oklahoma
a.      Oklahoma a leader in aerospace and defense
b.      Automatic cuts could mean a loss of up to 16,000 jobs
c.       Hope Washington decides

7.)    austerity measures imposed by other governors
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a.      Other govenor’s raising taxes; cutting services
b.      Not good for economic growth
c.       Oklahoma fortunate to have balanced budget, pro-biz policies
d.      Creating a pro-biz environment here, take advantage of companies wanting

to relocate
e.       Regularly meet with CEOs and tell them the “Oklahoma story” worked;

recent example Asco and 600 new jobs
 
 
 
Her
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:33:28 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Obamacare - attempt to force states to implement medicaid expansion which scotus ruled
unconstitutional 

Energy/environment - epa mandates 

 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:31 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Newsmax intervie 
 
I couldn’t come up with much for No. 5 – feds encroachment on states rights

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
 
Why can't u finish them tonight 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Newsmax intervie 
 
I just got a list of topics from Newsmax this afternoon for tomorrow’s interview; all looks
pretty boiler plate conservative topics; additionally, the interview is 10 min total … her
responses should be brief and suitable for 1-2 minute clips.  Working up some talkers, but
won’t have it finished until tomorrow AM.  Below are some quick thoughts.  Let me know
if you have additions.
 
FYI – there is an hour blocked on the gov’s schedule, but the interview will only take 15
minutes; so we can delay to the end of the hour for her to review if needed.
 
Format is goofy but I viewed a recent example and it looks good:  Newsmax is sending a
local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell
speakerphone; the Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they did
over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it appear like a satellite
interview
 
 
 

1.)     the 2012 election
a.      important to elect someone who can tackle economic woes, committed to
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limiting govt spending and stopping the federal overreach
2.)    the role Oklahoma will play in the election

a.      expect Oklahoma to go for Romney
b.      Will be helping in any capacity I can
c.       while our electoral impact is small, we’re a great example of how

conservative, limited government policies can spur economic growth
3.)   the state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans

a.      Tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; market uncertainty over
spending, policies like health care

b.      But Oklahoma is doing better, 4.7 percent unemployment, thanks to our
pro-growth policies

4.)    Obamacare’s impact on states
a.      In Oklahoma, at least $500 million to our budget if we expand Medicaid.

5.)   the encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds
a.       

6.)    automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including Oklahoma
a.      Oklahoma a leader in aerospace and defense
b.      Automatic cuts could mean a loss of up to 16,000 jobs
c.       Hope Washington decides

7.)    austerity measures imposed by other governors
a.      Other govenor’s raising taxes; cutting services
b.      Not good for economic growth
c.       Oklahoma fortunate to have balanced budget, pro-biz policies
d.      Creating a pro-biz environment here, take advantage of companies wanting

to relocate
e.       Regularly meet with CEOs and tell them the “Oklahoma story” worked;

recent example Asco and 600 new jobs
 
 
 
Her
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Newsmax intervie
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:31:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I couldn’t come up with much for No. 5 – feds encroachment on states rights

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Newsmax intervie
 
Why can't u finish them tonight 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 04:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Newsmax intervie 
 
I just got a list of topics from Newsmax this afternoon for tomorrow’s interview; all looks
pretty boiler plate conservative topics; additionally, the interview is 10 min total … her
responses should be brief and suitable for 1-2 minute clips.  Working up some talkers, but
won’t have it finished until tomorrow AM.  Below are some quick thoughts.  Let me know
if you have additions.
 
FYI – there is an hour blocked on the gov’s schedule, but the interview will only take 15
minutes; so we can delay to the end of the hour for her to review if needed.
 
Format is goofy but I viewed a recent example and it looks good:  Newsmax is sending a
local OKC crew to video in the Blue Room; the Newsmax interviewer will ask questions via a cell
speakerphone; the Newsmax interviewer will later tape a video asking the same questions they did
over the phone; the video clips will then be edited together to make it appear like a satellite
interview
 
 
 

1.)     the 2012 election
a.      important to elect someone who can tackle economic woes, committed to

limiting govt spending and stopping the federal overreach
2.)    the role Oklahoma will play in the election

a.      expect Oklahoma to go for Romney
b.      Will be helping in any capacity I can
c.       while our electoral impact is small, we’re a great example of how

conservative, limited government policies can spur economic growth
3.)   the state of the U-S economy and the impact to Oklahomans

a.      Tough nationally with 8.2 percent unemployment; market uncertainty over
spending, policies like health care

b.      But Oklahoma is doing better, 4.7 percent unemployment, thanks to our
pro-growth policies

4.)    Obamacare’s impact on states
a.      In Oklahoma, at least $500 million to our budget if we expand Medicaid.
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5.)   the encroachment on states’ rights by the Feds
a.       

6.)    automatic budget cuts set to kick in and impact to states including Oklahoma
a.      Oklahoma a leader in aerospace and defense
b.      Automatic cuts could mean a loss of up to 16,000 jobs
c.       Hope Washington decides

7.)    austerity measures imposed by other governors
a.      Other govenor’s raising taxes; cutting services
b.      Not good for economic growth
c.       Oklahoma fortunate to have balanced budget, pro-biz policies
d.      Creating a pro-biz environment here, take advantage of companies wanting

to relocate
e.       Regularly meet with CEOs and tell them the “Oklahoma story” worked;

recent example Asco and 600 new jobs
 
 
 
Her
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 2:26:00 PM

Thank you!

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 2:26 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Yes, Aaron! No problem! All good!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,

 

We’re trying to juggle some things around in the schedule tomorrow. Would it be possible

to push back your call with the governor to 3:45 pm CST tomorrow? Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Yes! And I look forward to it! J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
And will you be conducting the interview?

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Thank you! We appreciate. The number into our studio is 561.682.3505.
If anything comes up and I’m not at my desk, my cell is 561.222.3631.
Thanks for all!!
J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:25 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
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Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Happy to make it happen.

 

2-2:15 pm CST works for us.  Let us call you – it’s possible we may do some TV hits

during that time so not sure at what number we’ll be.  What’s the call-in number? 

Recording the interview is fine – we’ll use a landline if possible to aid in giving you better

sound quality.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Aaron:
That would be awesome! Thank you so much for making this happen. I totally appreciate. Might 2-
215 CST (or 3-315 EST) work? Also, would she prefer to call us or shall we call you? And to confirm,
she’s ok with us recording/taping the interview?
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,

 

The governor now has some media time available from 2-3 pm CST on Wednesday (Dec.

5).  We can put you down for a 15 minute phone call during that time.  Will that time work

for your and if so, what block of time is best?  Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
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Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 2:23:00 PM

Kathleen,

 

We’re trying to juggle some things around in the schedule tomorrow. Would it be possible

to push back your call with the governor to 3:45 pm CST tomorrow? Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Yes! And I look forward to it! J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
And will you be conducting the interview?

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Thank you! We appreciate. The number into our studio is 561.682.3505.
If anything comes up and I’m not at my desk, my cell is 561.222.3631.
Thanks for all!!
J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:25 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Happy to make it happen.

 

2-2:15 pm CST works for us.  Let us call you – it’s possible we may do some TV hits

during that time so not sure at what number we’ll be.  What’s the call-in number? 

Recording the interview is fine – we’ll use a landline if possible to aid in giving you better

sound quality.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper

37804

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com


Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Aaron:
That would be awesome! Thank you so much for making this happen. I totally appreciate. Might 2-
215 CST (or 3-315 EST) work? Also, would she prefer to call us or shall we call you? And to confirm,
she’s ok with us recording/taping the interview?
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,

 

The governor now has some media time available from 2-3 pm CST on Wednesday (Dec.

5).  We can put you down for a 15 minute phone call during that time.  Will that time work

for your and if so, what block of time is best?  Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:27:00 PM

And will you be conducting the interview?

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Thank you! We appreciate. The number into our studio is 561.682.3505.
If anything comes up and I’m not at my desk, my cell is 561.222.3631.
Thanks for all!!
J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:25 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Happy to make it happen.

 

2-2:15 pm CST works for us.  Let us call you – it’s possible we may do some TV hits

during that time so not sure at what number we’ll be.  What’s the call-in number? 

Recording the interview is fine – we’ll use a landline if possible to aid in giving you better

sound quality.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Aaron:
That would be awesome! Thank you so much for making this happen. I totally appreciate. Might 2-
215 CST (or 3-315 EST) work? Also, would she prefer to call us or shall we call you? And to confirm,
she’s ok with us recording/taping the interview?
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,
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The governor now has some media time available from 2-3 pm CST on Wednesday (Dec.

5).  We can put you down for a 15 minute phone call during that time.  Will that time work

for your and if so, what block of time is best?  Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:25:00 PM

Happy to make it happen.

 

2-2:15 pm CST works for us.  Let us call you – it’s possible we may do some TV hits

during that time so not sure at what number we’ll be.  What’s the call-in number? 

Recording the interview is fine – we’ll use a landline if possible to aid in giving you better

sound quality.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Aaron:
That would be awesome! Thank you so much for making this happen. I totally appreciate. Might 2-
215 CST (or 3-315 EST) work? Also, would she prefer to call us or shall we call you? And to confirm,
she’s ok with us recording/taping the interview?
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,

 

The governor now has some media time available from 2-3 pm CST on Wednesday (Dec.

5).  We can put you down for a 15 minute phone call during that time.  Will that time work

for your and if so, what block of time is best?  Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.
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We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:20:00 PM

Kathleen,

 

The governor now has some media time available from 2-3 pm CST on Wednesday (Dec.

5).  We can put you down for a 15 minute phone call during that time.  Will that time work

for your and if so, what block of time is best?  Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 1:55:00 PM

yes
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 1:54 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
The timeframe is this week or early next week.  Sounds like a good opportunity.  Should

we try to book it?

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 12:41:00 PM

Kathleen,

 

Just wanted to give you a heads up we’ll need to end the interview at 4pm CST sharp so

that the governor can make it to another meeting. 

 

Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 2:26 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Yes, Aaron! No problem! All good!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 3:24 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,

 

We’re trying to juggle some things around in the schedule tomorrow. Would it be possible

to push back your call with the governor to 3:45 pm CST tomorrow? Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Yes! And I look forward to it! J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
And will you be conducting the interview?

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Thank you! We appreciate. The number into our studio is 561.682.3505.
If anything comes up and I’m not at my desk, my cell is 561.222.3631.
Thanks for all!!
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J
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:25 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Happy to make it happen.

 

2-2:15 pm CST works for us.  Let us call you – it’s possible we may do some TV hits

during that time so not sure at what number we’ll be.  What’s the call-in number? 

Recording the interview is fine – we’ll use a landline if possible to aid in giving you better

sound quality.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Aaron:
That would be awesome! Thank you so much for making this happen. I totally appreciate. Might 2-
215 CST (or 3-315 EST) work? Also, would she prefer to call us or shall we call you? And to confirm,
she’s ok with us recording/taping the interview?
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: RE: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Kathleen,

 

The governor now has some media time available from 2-3 pm CST on Wednesday (Dec.

5).  We can put you down for a 15 minute phone call during that time.  Will that time work

for your and if so, what block of time is best?  Thanks.

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.
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We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: NFIB - health insurance exchanges
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:15:00 AM

H originally pitched op-ed.  But I can see if he’d do press release today and then the Op-Ed later this
week.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:11 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: NFIB - health insurance exchanges
 
A press release in the very immediate future would help. Anyway they could get that out today? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 09:07 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: NFIB - health insurance exchanges 
 
Jerrod Shouse called me and said NFIB wants to help us on the exchange issue.
 
NFIB supports state-based exchanges as good for small businesses; they also are one of the private
groups suing the fed government over Obamacare.
 
Jerrod said they can write an editorial to be placed in Oklahoma papers and/or send the editorial to
House and Senate members. 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: NFIB - health insurance exchanges
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:19:00 AM

He said they’re working on both – press release today and then op-ed ASAP.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:17 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: NFIB - health insurance exchanges
 
Thatd be great
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 09:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: NFIB - health insurance exchanges 
 
H originally pitched op-ed.  But I can see if he’d do press release today and then the Op-Ed later this
week.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:11 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: NFIB - health insurance exchanges
 
A press release in the very immediate future would help. Anyway they could get that out today? 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 09:07 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: NFIB - health insurance exchanges 
 
Jerrod Shouse called me and said NFIB wants to help us on the exchange issue.
 
NFIB supports state-based exchanges as good for small businesses; they also are one of the private
groups suing the fed government over Obamacare.
 
Jerrod said they can write an editorial to be placed in Oklahoma papers and/or send the editorial to
House and Senate members. 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
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c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com"
Subject: Re: NGA letter to Sebelius
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 6:19:11 AM

Wayne, sorry to be just be getting back to you. Our answer is still that the gov is reviewing all options.
She did not have a hand in writing that letter

----- Original Message -----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:31 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: NGA letter to Sebelius

Alex:

I'm intrigued by this letter to Kathleen Sebelius by the executive director of the National Governors
Association, raising the possibility that states might accept some, but not all of the ACA's Medicaid
expansion. Accepting Medicaid expansion to 100 percent of the federal poverty level (rather than 133
percent) would save the state money in the future and prevent the creation of a non-coverage gap
between Medicaid and a federal health insurance exchange. Here's the letter:

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-committee-letters/col2-
content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---affordable.html

I know the governor has said she is studying the issue and listening to the stakeholders and that she
isn't likely to make a decision soon.

But can you say whether an intermediate step such as the letter seems to anticipate is one of the
options under consideration? Or perhaps, that it's been looked at?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: Obama Health Care funds
Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2011 1:11:00 PM

That’s a good idea, send her the FAQ and just tell her its additional info you think will be helpful.
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2011 9:33 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Obama Health Care funds
 
So, this lady responded back to me (that rarely happens).  I am not sure what to say that I haven’t
already said.  Maybe I should send the FAQ press release?  Or just leave it alone?  I welcome your
input on this one!
 

From: Melody Passmore  
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 5:14 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Re: Obama Health Care funds
 
Thank you Keili for responding for the governor.  What it sounds like you are saying is that you are

taking the money to implement obamacare now, in case it doesn't go away, and using it to create an

"Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange".   Is that correct?

 
I may have misunderstood what you wrote but that sure is what it sounds like.  If so, there are so many

ways that is wrong that I am even more deeply troubled.  First of all if the exchange is a good idea,

then Oklahoma should come up with the money to implement it.  Not sure why the insurance

companies that want to access it can't pay a fee to support the personnel to run it but then I must be

simplifying the idea.   Second, DO NOT TAKE the MONEY from the federal government.  By taking the

money now you are only making it harder to get rid of the program. Please show some moxy and stand

up to the feds!   Obama and his crew are counting on the state's fear that they can't provide for their

own and have to run to big brother!   Oklahoma needs to be different and set the pace.  NO MORE

business as usual which is what it sounds like you are doing.  Come on, think out of the box!

 
PLEASE correct me if I am wrong!

 
Sincerely,

Melody Passmore

----- Original Message -----

From: Keili McEwen

To: melody

Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 2:34 PM

Subject: RE: Obama Health Care funds

 
Dear Melody:

 
Thank you for your email to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health

Exchange Grant.   Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to
respond. 
 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
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costs are reduced,  insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs,
and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is an
exchange that Governor Fallin, along with the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner, John
Doak, and our state’s legislative leadership are committed to creating.  As you may know,
the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.  In 2009, the
Oklahoma Legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.  We now plan to build on the already authorized
exchange in an effort to expand access to quality, private health insurance for our citizens.

 
Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection

and Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, and will continue to work to have it overturned. 
However, if this effort proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement
the provisions outlined in ObamaCare.  Therefore, accepting the grant funding in advance
of the 2013 deadline for implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national
model for providing citizens with quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles
without interference from the federal government.
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all
work together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to
share your thoughts and views with us.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
 
 

From: Melody Passmore  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 12:12 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Obama Health Care funds
 
Governor Fallin,

 
I respectfully ask you to keep your word and decline any money for the state of Oklahoma coming

from federally funded "obamacare".    I had concerns that you were "in the middle" and not really

fiscally responsible.  Please don't prove me correct.  You got my vote this last election but I

guarantee you that I will make phone calls, knock on doors, and spend money to make sure you are

NOT re-elected.   People are watching, politics is not as usual and if you and the likes of Jim Inhofe

think so, you will think again come election day!  You are supposed to be the voice of the people. 

NO OBAMACARE for OKLAHOMA!!!!!

 
I am a 55 yr old that has not actively participated in elections other than school bds until this past

year.  I won't stop till I drop now and my adult children are now doing the same!   Times are

changing!

 
Respectfully,

Melody Passmore

Claremore, OK  74019
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: obamacare costs
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:06:00 PM

If anyone asks why we didn’t issue a correction – OCPA thinks our numbers are way too low so I
don’t think anyone can say we were definitively wrong

Jason Sutton, a policy director with the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, a conservative think tank, said the Health Care

Authority's estimates are too low. He said a study done by his group estimates Oklahoma's Medicaid costs will balloon by

another $11.4 billion during the federal health care law's first 10 years, or a 35 percent increase. The study's numbers

include Oklahomans who have insurance now but their employers will drop coverage when the federal health care bill

takes effect in 2014.

Read more: http://newsok.com/legislators-told-to-prepare-for-increased-medicaid-costs-caused-by-federal-health-care-

law/article/3604174#ixzz1z7lfX060

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: obamacare costs
 
According to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, ObamaCare will cost the state $441,172,419 by

2020.

Other groups have estimated the cost will be far greater

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

37821

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://newsok.com/keysearch/?er=1&CANONICAL=Jason+Sutton&CATEGORY=PERSON
http://newsok.com/keysearch/?er=1&CANONICAL=Oklahoma+Council+of+Public+Affairs&CATEGORY=ORGANIZATION
http://newsok.com/keysearch/?er=1&CANONICAL=Oklahoma&CATEGORY=STATE
http://newsok.com/legislators-told-to-prepare-for-increased-medicaid-costs-caused-by-federal-health-care-law/article/3604174#ixzz1z7lfX060
http://newsok.com/legislators-told-to-prepare-for-increased-medicaid-costs-caused-by-federal-health-care-law/article/3604174#ixzz1z7lfX060
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: RE: obamacare question
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:42:00 PM

The governor is still reviewing the Supreme Court’s ruling in regards to Medicaid. Our office is not
prepared to comment until further study of the ruling and the law can be completed.

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:40 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: obamacare question

A:

The SCOTUS decision essentially makes Medicaid expansion voluntary because Congress can't withhold
existing Medicaid funding for refusing to expand eligibility. The increased eligibility would be almost
entirely federally funded, if the state accepts it.
Does Gov. Fallin advocate accepting new federal funding to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care
Act?
wg

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "maryfallin "
Subject: Re: Obamacare statement
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 4:14:29 PM

Ok we'll hold off. The court gave the states an opt out - they ruled the forced medicaid expansion
was unconstitutional 
 
From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 04:10 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Obamacare statement 
 
Well let's hold off until they get info we need.
The letters from Coburn to governors encourages us to wait till after November on
"health exchanges" not Medicaid
Patrick Anderson has encouraged us to deny expansion of Medicaid.

Did the court rule Medicaid expansion unconstitutional or give states "opt out"
because Feds can't withhold fed funds?

Mary Fallin

On Jul 5, 2012, at 1:52 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, here is the statement I drafted stating that we will not pursue Medicaid
expansion (I have a couple of blank spots for money numbers I am trying to fill in). I
should note that Katie and Denise have STRONG reservations about making this
decision now without additional information. They have meetings with the health care
authority they would like to attend to discuss Medicaid options before we send
 
Fallin: Oklahoma will Not Pursue Medicaid Expansion Included in Affordable Care Act  
 
Governor Fallin:
 
As a member of Congress, I voted against the Affordable Care Act (ACA) because it was
an unaffordable and unworkable plan to give tens of millions of Americans
government-run health insurance. The proposed expense to taxpayers and the impact
to the national debt were outrageous. Furthermore, the law imposed vast new
expenses to cash-strapped states, which would be forced to add many of their citizens
to Medicaid rolls.
 
In my state of Oklahoma, for example, the ACA proposed to force the state to place
200,000 additional people on Medicaid, at a cost of over $$ once the plan is fully
implemented. It does so without offering any reform to a Medicaid system that is
inefficient and in many cases broken, and without offering states any flexibility to
pursue improvements. As governor, my opposition to the waste and the rigidity in this
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portion of the law has only increased.
 
Thankfully, the Supreme Court last week struck down the mandate to expand Medicaid
as unconstitutional. As a result of that ruling, states are now free to choose whether or
not to pursue the Medicaid expansion within the ACA.
 
After reviewing the law and the Supreme Court’s decision carefully, I have decided that
Oklahoma will not pursue the Medicaid expansion proposed by the ACA. At a cost of $x
per year, the proposed expansion would require cutting into funds and slashing
services for core government functions like education and public safety. Furthermore,
it would incur those costs in order to finance the expansion of government-run health
insurance, an idea that I and many Oklahomans hold in direct opposition to our goal of
increasing choice and competition in the marketplace.
 
The opposition to the ACA and President Obama’s health care policies in Oklahoma is
not political; it is practical. The president’s plan continues to be an unworkable mess
that threatens to cause severe financial hardship for many states, including ours.
Moving forward, it is my hope that the ACA can be repealed and replaced by leaders
who understand that Big Government is not the answer to the health care needs of
American families.
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: obamacare statement
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:17:00 AM

Looks good.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: obamacare statement
 
I made some small revisions based on this ruling. Will get approved by GMF  
 

“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the individual mandate within the federal health care law. 
Oklahomans still believe that mandate is unconstitutional, and part of a larger
bill that is both unconstructive and unaffordable.  The president’s health care
law will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in
the United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Obamacare
Date: Thursday, June 21, 2012 8:32:07 AM

Will do. I will also work up the other one from OEM after I watch this woman clean.

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2012 08:23 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Obamacare

I have an off campus mtg this AM. Will be in around 1030. Obamacare supreme court ruling may
happen this AM. Be on the lookout.

When the gov gets in, will you see if she has changes to the Obamacare statements we gave her to
OK?

If she does, please make them. Should be a copy on shared drive.

Thanks.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Jon Thompson
Cc: Mike Schrimpf; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: ObamaCare/SCOTUS ruling update
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 1:56:00 PM

Jon, schedule permitting Governor Fallin would be interested in media hits surrounding the SCOTUS
ruling.
 

From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 10:48 AM
To: Jon Thompson
Cc: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: ObamaCare/SCOTUS ruling update
 
Reminder that SCOTUS will release their ObamaCare decision tomorrow morning, Thursday, about

10:00AM ET.

 

If your governor would be interested in doing national TV or Radio hits on Thursday and Friday for

reaction, please let me know.

 

The RGA will be working with other political committees and the Romney campaign to ensure a large

amount of GOP surrogates on TV/radio reacting to the decision. This will be an excellent earned media

opportunity for GOP Governors and how the decision will affect their state.

 
Talking points on the possible outcomes are attached. Please let us know if you have any questions or

if your gov is available.

 

 

Thanks,

 

 

Jon Thompson
Press Secretary

Republican Governors Association (RGA)

jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL: 202-

Twitter: @JonThompsonDC
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:40:36 PM

441 according to this, right?

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:38 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: OHCA questions

Is the Medicaid costs of Obamacare $500 million or $400 million?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:38 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

OHCA says it is fine to distribute! Please let me know if you need anything else at all - I don't feel like I
have been very helpful, sorry. Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Let me check with OHCA to see if it is okay to share. It does confirm the 500 million figure.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions

Cost projections ATTACHED

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions
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-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,

As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:38:00 PM

Is the Medicaid costs of Obamacare $500 million or $400 million?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:38 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

OHCA says it is fine to distribute! Please let me know if you need anything else at all - I don't feel like I
have been very helpful, sorry. Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Let me check with OHCA to see if it is okay to share. It does confirm the 500 million figure.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions

Cost projections ATTACHED

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions
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-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,

As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

37831



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:38:19 PM

OHCA says it is fine to distribute! Please let me know if you need anything else at all - I don't feel like I
have been very helpful, sorry. Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Let me check with OHCA to see if it is okay to share. It does confirm the 500 million figure.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions

Cost projections ATTACHED

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,
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As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:27:03 PM

Let me check with OHCA to see if it is okay to share. It does confirm the 500 million figure.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions

Cost projections ATTACHED

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,

As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico
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=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:25:22 PM

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions

Cost projections ATTACHED

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,

As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
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confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:45:42 PM

Yes it is 441

I originally thought it said 4,999 not, 4,499

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:40 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

441 according to this, right?

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:38 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: OHCA questions

Is the Medicaid costs of Obamacare $500 million or $400 million?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:38 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

OHCA says it is fine to distribute! Please let me know if you need anything else at all - I don't feel like I
have been very helpful, sorry. Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Let me check with OHCA to see if it is okay to share. It does confirm the 500 million figure.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions
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Cost projections ATTACHED

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,

As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: OHCA questions
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:39:00 PM

OK.  But she said in an earlier email the spreadsheet confirms the $500 million figure.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:40 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

The number is in the spreadsheet under total cost to govt or something

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:38 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: OHCA questions

Is the Medicaid costs of Obamacare $500 million or $400 million?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 2:38 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

OHCA says it is fine to distribute! Please let me know if you need anything else at all - I don't feel like I
have been very helpful, sorry. Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Let me check with OHCA to see if it is okay to share. It does confirm the 500 million figure.

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: OHCA questions

Is there any reason we should not give myers this entire spreadsheet. I can't really look at it that
effectively on my bberry

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:18 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: OHCA questions

Cost projections ATTACHED
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----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 02:09 PM
To: 'kaltshuler@
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:47 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: FW: OHCA questions

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 5:55 PM
To: katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
Cc: andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
Subject: OHCA questions

Katie,

As part of your request please find attached the OHCA analysis of the Medicaid costs related to the
passage of the PPACA. We estimate serving an additional 241,000 at an average annual cost of ~$63
million.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Nico

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey
Date: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:14:00 PM

Thanks!  If possible, maybe we can add to the agenda Monday?

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Andrew- we put out some feelers. We'll see what we can find. Sorry for the delay

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Hey - just following up on this.  Have you heard anything Lindsay?

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:32 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

I have not heard about this but will ping some states for you. This one hasn't come across my desk.
Lindsay?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:31 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Marie,

I meant to bring this up on the call yesterday and I got sidetracked. But I wanted to see how other
states are planning to respond to this survey. It is titled "States Readiness to Implement Streamlined
Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements for State Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530". Have
you heard anything from anyone? Can we check?
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey
Date: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:10:00 PM

Hey - just following up on this.  Have you heard anything Lindsay?

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:32 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

I have not heard about this but will ping some states for you. This one hasn't come across my desk.
Lindsay?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:31 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Marie,

I meant to bring this up on the call yesterday and I got sidetracked. But I wanted to see how other
states are planning to respond to this survey. It is titled "States Readiness to Implement Streamlined
Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements for State Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530". Have
you heard anything from anyone? Can we check?
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey
Date: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:15:00 PM

Thank you!

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:16 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Yes not a problem

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Thanks!  If possible, maybe we can add to the agenda Monday?

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Andrew- we put out some feelers. We'll see what we can find. Sorry for the delay

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

Hey - just following up on this.  Have you heard anything Lindsay?

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:32 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

I have not heard about this but will ping some states for you. This one hasn't come across my desk.
Lindsay?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:31 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: OIG Exchange/PPACA Survey

37844

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org
mailto:lrussell@rgppc.org
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


Marie,

I meant to bring this up on the call yesterday and I got sidetracked. But I wanted to see how other
states are planning to respond to this survey. It is titled "States Readiness to Implement Streamlined
Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements for State Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530". Have
you heard anything from anyone? Can we check?
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Michael Cannon; Christie Herrera
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:58:00 PM

Michael,
 
Thank you – we would definitely appreciate you sending us that and give you our word and
commitment not to quote or circulate it.  If at any point the article is public and ok to reference,
please let us know.  We appreciate it.
 
Andrew
 

From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:33 PM
To: Christie Herrera; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
 
Thanks, Christie.
 
Andrew, if I can have your word that you won’t quote or circulate it, then I can forward you
an oped I wrote that answers these questions and is currently sitting with the WSJ. 
 
From: Christie Herrera [mailto:christie@alec.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:32 PM
To: andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Michael Cannon; Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew

(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; 405-568-1308) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know -- 202-725-7127 or christie@alec.org.

 
Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
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Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
405. 568.1308
Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
202.379.4386
slinn@alec.org
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 3:36:44 PM
Attachments: 20110321 Cannon NR ObamaCare Can"t Be Fixed.pdf

20110504 Cannon - No Exchanges No Excuses oped.docx

The embargoed draft oped is attached. 
 
If you want to distribute something, you can use the attached National Review article.
 
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:58 PM
To: Michael Cannon; Christie Herrera
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
 
Michael,
 
Thank you – we would definitely appreciate you sending us that and give you our word and
commitment not to quote or circulate it.  If at any point the article is public and ok to reference,
please let us know.  We appreciate it.
 
Andrew
 

From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:33 PM
To: Christie Herrera; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
 
Thanks, Christie.
 
Andrew, if I can have your word that you won’t quote or circulate it, then I can forward you
an oped I wrote that answers these questions and is currently sitting with the WSJ. 
 
From: Christie Herrera [mailto:christie@alec.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:32 PM
To: andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Michael Cannon; Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew
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(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; 405-568-1308) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know -- 202-725-7127 or christie@alec.org.

 
Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
405. 568.1308
Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
202.379.4386
slinn@alec.org
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From: Christie Herrera
To: Michael Cannon; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:39:49 PM

Thanks, Michael.

 
Andrew, I know this might be a bit off-topic, but I've found these papers on exchanges to be very

helpful:

 
http://www.pacificresearch.org/docLib/20110412_HPP10.2010_F_new.pdf 

http://www.cchfreedom.org/pdf/Policy_Insights-Insurance_Exchange.pdf

 
Good luck with everything, and let me know if there's anything I can do to assist further.

From: Michael Cannon [mailto:
Sent: Thu 5/5/2011 2:33 PM
To: Christie Herrera; andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Thanks, Christie.
 
Andrew, if I can have your word that you won’t quote or circulate it, then I can forward you
an oped I wrote that answers these questions and is currently sitting with the WSJ. 
 
From: Christie Herrera [mailto:christie@alec.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:32 PM
To: andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Michael Cannon; Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew

(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; 405-568-1308) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know -- 202-725-7127 or christie@alec.org.

 
Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
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To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
405. 568.1308
Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
202.379.4386
slinn@alec.org
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Christie Herrera; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:33:11 PM

Thanks, Christie.
 
Andrew, if I can have your word that you won’t quote or circulate it, then I can forward you
an oped I wrote that answers these questions and is currently sitting with the WSJ. 
 
From: Christie Herrera [mailto:christie@alec.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:32 PM
To: andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Michael Cannon; Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew

(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; 405-568-1308) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know -- 202-725-7127 or christie@alec.org.

 
Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
405. 568.1308
Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:02:00 PM

Thanks for your help on this, we appreciate it!  Will be in touch.
 
Best,
Andrew
 

From: Christie Herrera [mailto: ] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:32 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: mcannon ; barnold ; ckorb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew

(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; ) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know --  or 

 
Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 3:37:10 PM

Meant to mention: I’m happy to discuss.  Mobile:
 
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:58 PM
To: Michael Cannon; Christie Herrera
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
 
Michael,
 
Thank you – we would definitely appreciate you sending us that and give you our word and
commitment not to quote or circulate it.  If at any point the article is public and ok to reference,
please let us know.  We appreciate it.
 
Andrew
 

From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:33 PM
To: Christie Herrera; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
 
Thanks, Christie.
 
Andrew, if I can have your word that you won’t quote or circulate it, then I can forward you
an oped I wrote that answers these questions and is currently sitting with the WSJ. 
 
From: Christie Herrera [mailto:christie@alec.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:32 PM
To: andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Michael Cannon; Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew

(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; 405-568-1308) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know -- 202-725-7127 or christie@alec.org.
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Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
405. 568.1308
Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
202.379.4386
slinn@alec.org
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tom Hockaday
Subject: RE: Oklahoma AG-elect Will file lawsuit against federal health care law
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 10:58:57 AM

Will need to change text.

________________________________________
From: Tom Hockaday 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 10:54 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Oklahoma AG-elect Will file lawsuit against federal health care law

do we need to change the text in the email... or just the link?

http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/email/email1.php?ID=8

________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@Govelect.ok.gov>
To: "t_hockaday " <t_hockaday >
Sent: Fri, January 7, 2011 11:50:17 AM
Subject: FW: Oklahoma AG-elect Will file lawsuit against federal health care law

TH,

Probably want to swap this out for what we have on Obamacare.  I can post this press release on our
Web site.

________________________________________
From: Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov<mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov>
[Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov<mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov>]
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 10:48 AM
Subject: Oklahoma AG-elect Will file lawsuit against federal health care law

[cid:_2_0A268CF40AF1F9C8005C5F3986257811]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 7, 2011

Attorney General-elect Contact:
Crystal Drwenski
Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov<mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov><mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov
< A>>>
405.568.0662

Governor-elect Contact:
Alex Weintz
Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov<mailto:Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov><mailto:Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov
< A>>>
405.535.7317

Oklahoma Attorney General-elect Will File Lawsuit Against
Federal Health Care Bill
Governor-elect shows support for lawsuit

OKLAHOMA CITY – (Jan. 7) Attorney General-elect Scott Pruitt today announced the state of Oklahoma

37858

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:t_hockaday@yahoo.com
http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/email/email1.php?ID=8
mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


will file an independent lawsuit against the federal government to challenge the unconstitutionality of the
Obama administration’s federal health care law in the coming weeks.

Speaking about the need to file independently, Pruitt said, “There is great clarity for me on the necessary
and urgent need to exercise my responsibility to defend Oklahoma’s Constitution against a federal
government and president that have gone too far in their overreach of power and authority.”

Governor-elect Mary Fallin, who had a representative from her office in attendance to the press
announcement, provided the following statement, “President Obama's health care plan is bad for our
economy, bad for our health and bad for our states, which must shoulder the burden of hundreds of
millions of dollars in unfunded mandates. It's also an unconstitutional Washington power-grab that seeks
to force our citizens to buy certain products. The people of Oklahoma voted overwhelmingly to oppose
that power-grab and to reject policies that replace individual choice with the choices of Washington
bureaucrats. I am happy to join our new attorney general in announcing that Oklahoma is challenging the
federal health care law in court, standing up to Washington and defending our Constitution and the
rights of our citizens.”

Pruitt continued that because Oklahomans passed State Question 756, the Oklahoma Health Care
Freedom Amendment, which amended the state Constitution to say that Oklahomans cannot be forced
to purchase insurance, those two laws cannot coexist.  Preemption does not apply when a federal law is
deemed unconstitutional.

As such, he commented on his obligation to defend the Oklahoma law, “The most logical way to defend
our state Constitution is in an Oklahoma federal court not in another state,” said Pruitt.

Pruitt expressed his sole desire in filing the lawsuit was to successfully defeat the requirement of the
federal health care act that will force Oklahomans to purchase a product or face fines and penalties by
the federal government.  In legal terms, this is known as the individual mandate, which Pruitt believes to
be unconstitutional.

The Attorney General-elect also explained that Oklahoma has the advantage of learning from the
arguments the federal government put forth in the legal proceedings with Virginia and Florida, which will
allow Oklahoma to introduce new and strengthened arguments to counter those.

Additionally, by filing in Oklahoma, the state will add another circuit of the federal court system
considering arguments on the constitutionality of the act.  This enhances the reasons for the Supreme
Court to expedite a hearing of the issue.

Pruitt stated the lawsuit will be handled by staff internal to the Attorney General’s office, and no outside
counsel will be retained.

Pruitt closed by saying, “I deeply respect the efforts of General Bondi, and the other Attorneys General
involved in the Florida litigation, as well as the efforts of General Cuccinelli in Virginia.  I am confident
with our collective efforts we will prevail.”

-30-
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Gazette story re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:57:29 PM

Works for me

On Sep 12, 2012, at 1:56 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Gazette is asking if we agree with the Chamber that Insure Oklahoma should
become a state based exchange. I am going to offer the statement below unless
someone tells me not to. Gazette’s questions are highlighted below.
 
Fallin admin statement:
Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act,
Governor Fallin will not make any announcements or endorse any course of
action regarding a health insurance exchange until after the November election.
In the meantime, she and her staff will thoroughly and thoughtfully review the
state of Oklahoma’s options regarding a potential exchange. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:50 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
FYI.

 

From: Shelly Hickman [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
Aaron:

Below is my email to Alex last Weds. And to recap our conversation from just a
few minutes ago, all I need are answers to these two questions:

1.) is the governor like-minded with the State Chamber in that Insure Oklahoma
is the best vehicle at this point and if the president were to be reelected for
attempting to comply with the timeline requirements of a state exchange in the
Affordable Care Act so as to avoid Oklahoma's exchange being run by the
federal government?

2.) Does the governor believe she has the legal authority under the Affordable
Care Act to submit Insure Oklahoma to the federal government for formal
consideration as the foundation for which a state exchange for Oklahoma could
be developed?
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Again, thank you for facilitating getting answers for me. I am under a tight
deadline to the Gazette, so I would appreciate you getting back to me by the end
of the day on those two direct questions. My contact number is 397-4030.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shelly Hickman <shellydhickman@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 3:38 PM
Subject: Oklahoma Gazette story
To: "alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov" <alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov>

Alex:

I'm doing a story for the Gazette on the state exchange required in the Affordable
Care Act. I have interviewed a few people, including Matt Robison with the
State Chamber, and I wanted to just ask you if the governor had anything to add
to what she has previously said about waiting until after the election and whether
if she is likeminded with the State Chamber, eg that the state request the Feds
consider Insure Oklahoma as a huge step toward creating a state-operated
exchange if President Obama were to win.

My cell is 397-4030.

Thank you,
Shelly Hickman

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Gazette story re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 2:36:21 PM

Me too
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 01:57 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Gazette story re: ACA 
 
Works for me

On Sep 12, 2012, at 1:56 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Gazette is asking if we agree with the Chamber that Insure Oklahoma should
become a state based exchange. I am going to offer the statement below unless
someone tells me not to. Gazette’s questions are highlighted below.
 
Fallin admin statement:
Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act,
Governor Fallin will not make any announcements or endorse any course of
action regarding a health insurance exchange until after the November election.
In the meantime, she and her staff will thoroughly and thoughtfully review the
state of Oklahoma’s options regarding a potential exchange. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:50 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
FYI.

 

From: Shelly Hickman [mailto:shellydhickman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
Aaron:

Below is my email to Alex last Weds. And to recap our conversation from just a
few minutes ago, all I need are answers to these two questions:

1.) is the governor like-minded with the State Chamber in that Insure Oklahoma
is the best vehicle at this point and if the president were to be reelected for
attempting to comply with the timeline requirements of a state exchange in the
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Affordable Care Act so as to avoid Oklahoma's exchange being run by the
federal government?

2.) Does the governor believe she has the legal authority under the Affordable
Care Act to submit Insure Oklahoma to the federal government for formal
consideration as the foundation for which a state exchange for Oklahoma could
be developed?

Again, thank you for facilitating getting answers for me. I am under a tight
deadline to the Gazette, so I would appreciate you getting back to me by the end
of the day on those two direct questions. My contact number is 397-4030.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shelly Hickman <shellydhickman@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 3:38 PM
Subject: Oklahoma Gazette story
To: "alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov" <alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov>

Alex:

I'm doing a story for the Gazette on the state exchange required in the Affordable
Care Act. I have interviewed a few people, including Matt Robison with the
State Chamber, and I wanted to just ask you if the governor had anything to add
to what she has previously said about waiting until after the election and whether
if she is likeminded with the State Chamber, eg that the state request the Feds
consider Insure Oklahoma as a huge step toward creating a state-operated
exchange if President Obama were to win.

My cell is 397-4030.

Thank you,
Shelly Hickman

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Alex Weintz
To: shellydhickman@gmail.com
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Oklahoma Gazette story
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 2:00:00 PM

Shelly, here is a statement attributable to me:
 
“Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act, Governor
Fallin will not make any announcements or endorse any course of action regarding a health
insurance exchange until after the November election. In the meantime, she and her staff will
thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding a potential
exchange.” – Alex Weintz 
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:50 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
FYI.

 

From: Shelly Hickman [mailto:shellydhickman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
Aaron:

Below is my email to Alex last Weds. And to recap our conversation from just a few minutes
ago, all I need are answers to these two questions:

1.) is the governor like-minded with the State Chamber in that Insure Oklahoma is the best
vehicle at this point and if the president were to be reelected for attempting to comply with
the timeline requirements of a state exchange in the Affordable Care Act so as to avoid
Oklahoma's exchange being run by the federal government?

2.) Does the governor believe she has the legal authority under the Affordable Care Act to
submit Insure Oklahoma to the federal government for formal consideration as the foundation
for which a state exchange for Oklahoma could be developed?

Again, thank you for facilitating getting answers for me. I am under a tight deadline to the
Gazette, so I would appreciate you getting back to me by the end of the day on those two
direct questions. My contact number is 397-4030.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shelly Hickman <shellydhickman@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 3:38 PM
Subject: Oklahoma Gazette story
To: "alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov" <alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov>
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Alex:

I'm doing a story for the Gazette on the state exchange required in the Affordable Care Act. I
have interviewed a few people, including Matt Robison with the State Chamber, and I
wanted to just ask you if the governor had anything to add to what she has previously said
about waiting until after the election and whether if she is likeminded with the State
Chamber, eg that the state request the Feds consider Insure Oklahoma as a huge step toward
creating a state-operated exchange if President Obama were to win.

My cell is 397-4030.

Thank you,
Shelly Hickman

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Oklahoma Health Care Authority preliminary Medicaid expansion numbers
Date: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 1:30:00 PM

Is that a one-time shift? Or every year?
It costs $100M/year to implement the ObamaCare Medicaid expansion in the state of Oklahoma. So
as long as these “savings” don’t add up to more than that it’s a net negative. Plus, if it’s a one-time
expense we need to point that out as well.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 12:15 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Oklahoma Health Care Authority preliminary Medicaid expansion numbers
 

 
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 12:11 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Oklahoma Health Care Authority preliminary Medicaid expansion numbers 
 
Tulsa World article from a few days ago…
 
It is not something we initiated but a number that has been out there from some of the initial
analyses that reflects the population that state agencies are covering with 100 percent state dollars
would be shifted to the federal ledger if expansion occurred. This was back when expansion was a
mandate when we were looking at the preliminary impacts to the state budget and the other
agencies. We tried to be careful not to couch it as a savings but rather as an offset but obviously we
were unsuccessful.
 
Sorry for the surprise.
 

Powered by the largest news staff in Northeastern Oklahoma

Visit tulsaworld.com for coverage of news, business, sports and entertainment. 

 Return to Story 

Medicaid expansion could save state $47.8 million yearly, mostly in mental-
health services 
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BY WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
Friday, August 03, 2012
8/3/2012 7:04:14 AM

Read the Tulsa World continuing coverage of the health care law.

Oklahoma could save about $47.8 million a year - mostly in the cost of serving poor mental-health
patients - if it accepts an expansion of the Medicaid program under the federal Affordable Care Act,
a state agency estimates. 

Services currently funded completely with state money would shift to Medicaid funding - allowing
the state to either shift its tax money to other uses or magnify its ability to provide those services. 

"I think it's darn sure one of the selling points for accepting" the Medicaid expansion, said Michael
Brose, executive director of the Mental Health Association in Tulsa. 

Carter Kimble, spokesman for the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, said first-draft estimates of
potential state savings with the Medicaid expansion show that the Department of Mental Health
and Substance Abuse Services could save $34 million, the Corrections Department $11.2 million, and
the state Health Department $2.4 million. 

Currently, only a limited number of Oklahoma adults are eligible for Medicaid. They typically fall into
particular categories, such as blind or disabled. Under the Affordable Care Act, anyone who earns up
to 133 percent of the federal poverty level - which would currently be $30,657 for a family of four -
would be eligible for Medicaid. Oklahoma has more than 503,000 uninsured adults, and the
authority estimates that 200,000 people would become Medicaid-eligible under the federal law. 

However, the June U.S. Supreme Court ruling that largely found the Affordable Care Act to be
constitutional also determined that state participation was essentially voluntary. 

Gov. Mary Fallin has said the state probably won't decide on whether to accept the funding until
after November's election. 

Brose said that by accepting the federal funding, the state could serve more mentally ill people, give
service providers a desperately needed rate increase, bring more crisis beds to northeastern
Oklahoma and end up with more productive, tax-paying citizens as a result - all without any increase
in state costs. 

The Mental Health Association in Tulsa is working on a letter to Fallin that urges her to accept the
Medicaid money, said Paul Davis, director of public policy for the association. 

Mental Health Commissioner Terri White cautioned that Medicaid expansion would not cover all of
the people currently served by the system and would not cover all of the services currently provided
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that have demonstrated long-term recovery and self-sufficiency. 

"The need for behavioral-health services in the state, public and private, in many instances outpaces
the availability of resources," White said. 

The Legislature has granted the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services new
authority relative to Medicaid behavioral health this session, and the department wants to serve as
many Oklahomans as possible, she said. 

"With that in mind, we look forward to working with the governor and Legislature to build the best
possible behavioral-health system for Oklahoma," White said. 

To entice states to participate, the federal law covers 100 percent of the Medicaid expansion costs
for the first three years and then gradually shifts a small portion of the cost to the states, capping at
10 percent in 2020. The state's current Medicaid match is about 36 percent. 

The federal share of the Medicaid expansion would be funded by federal taxes, including taxes
imposed by the Affordable Care Act. 

Kimble said the savings for the state Department of Corrections would be for indigent inmates who
are treated at hospitals. Inmate medical care inside prisons is not eligible for Medicaid funding. 

A 2011 Urban Institute study estimates that states would save from $13 billion to $26 billion from
2014 to 2020 because of increased Medicaid funding of mental-health services under the Affordable
Care Act. 

The study didn't make cost-saving estimates for individual states. 

In fiscal year 2008, state mental-health agencies nationwide spent about $36.8 billion. Medicaid
paid for about 46 percent of that, and state and local funding sources paid for 45.4 percent, the
study reported. 

Some 79 percent of adults served by state mental-health agencies are either unemployed or outside
the labor force, but 43 percent don't have Medicaid coverage, the Urban Institute study found. 

"When the (Affordable Care Act) is fully implemented, Medicaid coverage is expected to increase
from 12.4 percent to 23.3 percent of individuals with mental-illness or substance-abuse disorders,
and Medicaid's mental health spending is projected to rise by 49.7 percent," the Urban Institute
study says. 

Original Print Headline: Medicaid may save $47.8M

Wayne Greene 918-581-8308 
wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
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From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: Fw: Oklahoma Health Care Authority preliminary Medicaid expansion numbers
 
What in the world is this about?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 11:57 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Health Care Authority preliminary Medicaid expansion numbers 
 
Do you know where these numbers come from?
 

From: Moore, Nancy [mailto:nmoore@bna.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 11:48 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Oklahoma Health Care Authority preliminary Medicaid expansion numbers
 
Alex:
 
I understand the Oklahoma Health Care Authority has issued preliminary numbers showing
that Medicaid expansion will save $47 million in Oklahoma, in major part because it will shift
the cost of caring for the mentally ill from a state budget item to Medicaid.
 
Does the governor have any comment on this report?
 
I’m working on a story for our Health Care Policy Report.
 
Thanks.
 
Nancy Moore
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Nancy J. Moore
Staff Correspondent

 

BNA
 
Direct 512-448-3803

Mobile 202-680-4702

nmoore@bna.com

 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
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from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: steve.moore@wsj.com
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Oklahoma information
Date: Monday, April 18, 2011 3:06:00 PM

Steve,
 
To follow up on point number three:  Governor Fallin doesn’t believe the “individual mandate” in
the federal health care bill is constitutional which is why she and the state attorney general have
filed a lawsuit challenging the federal health care bill. 
 
Also, do you have an idea of when this will run?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 12:36 PM
To: 'steve.moore@wsj.com'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Oklahoma information
 
Steve,
 
Here is some follow up information.  I’ve also attached our Bill Summary and included the press
release on the issue.  I also included our Policy Director, Katie Altshuler, and communications
director.  Please let us know if you need anything else or have other questions.
 
 
Entities receiving the federal Early Innovator Grants:
 
•             Kansas: Kansas Insurance Department, $31,537,465
•             Maryland: Maryland Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, $6,227,454
•             Multi-State Consortia: University of Massachusetts Medical School, $35,591,333
•             New York: New York Department of Health, $27,431,432
•             Oklahoma: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, $54,582,269
•             Oregon: Oregon Health Authority, $48,096,307
•             Wisconsin: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, $37,757,266
 
 
As for your “pre-tax dollar” question:   that has not been determined at this point.
 
As for your question about the uninsured:   The idea behind an exchange or a network as we are
calling it is that it will increase information about and access to health insurance. It will make it
easier for consumers to shop for the plan that best fits their needs. They can go to one web portal
and get information about all of the plans available in the state. With a defined contribution
component, it also increases portability which is very important. Insurance will be tied to the
individual and not the job.
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State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing
that Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
 
Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding
specific safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health
care exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health
Insurance Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage
Foundation and legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access
to affordable, private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network
that offers choice and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board
consisting of a majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance
Commissioner.  The network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will
not accept the $54 million Early Innovator Grant.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my
goal from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health
care exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while
definitively laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower
consumers by providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for
affordable, quality health insurance plans.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need
to make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the
information necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool
intended to help people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a
defensive strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is
Oklahoma’s solution and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free
market; it will not limit participation, it will increase competition among private plans and
offer consumers the ability to shop for their best option.” 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
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c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Oklahoma Talking Points
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:54:00 AM

Hey – where did you guys get this info?
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 4:46 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Talking Points
 
Attached is some additional information regarding the cost that Obamacare has had on your state.
Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 11:28:39 AM

Hi Leslea - looks good to me. Can you call me at  before you send?
________________________________________
From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [Leslea@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 11:11 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry

Alex -- This is how I thought I'd respond to his question on if we have
applied for or received ACA funds:

Short answer:  Yes.
Long answer: But it's complicated. Nearly 60 percent of the budget for
the Oklahoma State Department of Health comes from federal funding -
it's been that way for decades.  So we actively review federal grant
opportunities to implement evidence-based programs that align with our
priorities in reducing the spread of infectious disease, improving
children's health, preventing cardiovascular disease deaths and other
chronic conditions, reducing tobacco use and obesity, enhancing all
hazard preparedness, and protecting Oklahoma's residents through
regulatory programs and safety inspections. Prevention Fund monies have
helped fund our core public health priorities. The tricky part is that
Prevention Fund monies have been used in some instances to offset
reduced federal grant funding for existing programs, or to continue
efforts that began under a different federal revenue stream. Those
funding changes are made by the feds and we may not know about them
until we get a grant notice award with the new funding. Thus it is
difficult to segregate Prevention Fund revenue from other federal funds.
Even so, our best analysis indicates our current budget includes about
$20 million in ACA funds.

-----Original Message-----
From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:23 AM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry

Call me at your convenience...271-5601

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:17 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry

not yet. what material are you sending him?
________________________________________
From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [Leslea@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:10 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry

Alex, have you connected yet with Zeke? - Leslea
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From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry

Leslea:
Any luck regarding my federal funding question?

Zeke

________________________________
From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry
Importance: High
Zeke: Yes - we are pulling some info for you. - Leslea Bennett-Webb,
OSDH Communications Director

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Williams, Pamela K.
Subject: Oklahoman inquiry

Pamela:
Has Dept. of Health applied for or received any federal funding through
the federal Affordable Care Act, aka the Obamacare legislation?

Zeke

[cid:470042214@25092012-0C36]

Zeke Campfield
Reporter

________________________________

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
<http://maps.google.com/maps?q=9000%20Broadway%20ext%20Oklahoma%20City%2
073114>
tel: 405 475-3694
cell: 405 543-9740
fax: 405 475-3183
zcampfield@opubco.com<mailto:zcampfield@opubco.com>

The Oklahoman

NewsOK.com

The Oklahoman Direct

37876

mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com
mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov
mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com
mailto:zcampfield@opubco.com


From: Alex Weintz
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:17:21 AM

not yet. what material are you sending him?
________________________________________
From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [Leslea@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:10 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry

Alex, have you connected yet with Zeke? - Leslea

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry

Leslea:
Any luck regarding my federal funding question?

Zeke

________________________________
From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry
Importance: High
Zeke: Yes – we are pulling some info for you. – Leslea Bennett-Webb, OSDH Communications Director

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Williams, Pamela K.
Subject: Oklahoman inquiry

Pamela:
Has Dept. of Health applied for or received any federal funding through the federal Affordable Care Act,
aka the Obamacare legislation?

Zeke

[cid:470042214@25092012-0C36]

Zeke Campfield
Reporter

________________________________

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 <http://maps.google.com/maps?
q=9000%20Broadway%20ext%20Oklahoma%20City%2073114>
tel: 405 475-3694
cell: 405 543-9740
fax: 405 475-3183
zcampfield@opubco.com<mailto:zcampfield@opubco.com>
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 11:40:56 AM

Hi Zeke, this is a statement attributable to me regarding ACA funds in Oklahoma.

"At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care in
the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new taxes on
millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for states, and
an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She continues to actively
oppose the ACA, and it is her hope that it will be repealed and replaced following the November
election.

"Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In many cases, Governor Fallin does not
have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue to fund
existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in the mission
of those agencies.

"It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still supporting
the repeal of ObamaCare."
________________________________________
From: Zeke Campfield [ZCampfield@opubco.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 5:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Oklahoman inquiry

Alex:
Thanks for directing me to further information today. If you come across anything that demonstrates
additional health care dollars allocated to Oklahoma -- especially to the state government -- please let
me know tomorrow.

Zeke

[http://static.newsok.biz/images/opubco/OPUBCOlogo.jpg]
        Zeke Campfield
Reporter
________________________________

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 <http://maps.google.com/maps?
q=9000%20Broadway%20ext%20Oklahoma%20City%2073114>
tel: 405 475-3694
cell: 405 543-9740
fax: 405 475-3183
zcampfield@opubco.com<mailto:zcampfield@opubco.com>
The Oklahoman

NewsOK.com

The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Oklahoman request - HC law
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:48:19 AM
Attachments: image002.png

I think so 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:45 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: Oklahoman request - HC law 
 
A reporter left a message … said she talked with members of the legislative task force
(didn’t indicate what comments they made) re:  SCOTUS ruling/where Oklahoma goes
from here … wants a statement on where the governor is right now on the issue.
 
Do you think the statement given to AP will suffice?  Thanks.
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and
unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant
Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against
the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general
as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and will actively campaign
for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to
overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor
Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of
Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health
insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right
decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet
the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will proactively relay these decisions to
Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are made.

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
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On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

37881

http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request - HC law
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 12:25:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Thanks.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:57 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request - HC law
 
Yep, for now…
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request - HC law
 
A reporter left a message … said she talked with members of the legislative task force
(didn’t indicate what comments they made) re:  SCOTUS ruling/where Oklahoma goes
from here … wants a statement on where the governor is right now on the issue.
 
Do you think the statement given to AP will suffice?  Thanks.
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and
unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant
Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against
the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general
as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and will actively campaign
for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to
overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor
Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of
Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health
insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right
decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet
the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will proactively relay these decisions to
Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are made.

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
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Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:39:00 AM

Its not even clear to me the grants are going to the state government at all. If they aren’t, we should
say so. For instance, per below, DHS (federal) has given $68,000 to Oklahoma for tobacco use
prevention. Did this go to our DHS? It could have just as easily gone to the American Lung
Association of Oklahoma’s advertising campaign.
 
I will call Zeke and tell him he needs to ask us about specific spending of state money – I can’t
respond to vague numbers put out by the Obama association.
 
BUT if anyone knows where this money is actually going please tell me.   
 

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports

anti-tobacco education campaigns, telephone-based

tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on

vulnerable populations, consistent with the HHS Tobacco

Control Strategic Action Plan.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:35 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Well the planning grant was given before we got here…and I think we have plausible deniability on
the grants, we get all kinds of grants that don’t go through this office…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:34 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
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It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:40:13 AM

We don’t, if they say the grants are going through DHS he needs to call sheree…we need to stay out
of it…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:39 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Its not even clear to me the grants are going to the state government at all. If they aren’t, we should
say so. For instance, per below, DHS (federal) has given $68,000 to Oklahoma for tobacco use
prevention. Did this go to our DHS? It could have just as easily gone to the American Lung
Association of Oklahoma’s advertising campaign.
 
I will call Zeke and tell him he needs to ask us about specific spending of state money – I can’t
respond to vague numbers put out by the Obama association.
 
BUT if anyone knows where this money is actually going please tell me.   
 

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports

anti-tobacco education campaigns, telephone-based

tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on

vulnerable populations, consistent with the HHS Tobacco

Control Strategic Action Plan.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:35 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Well the planning grant was given before we got here…and I think we have plausible deniability on
the grants, we get all kinds of grants that don’t go through this office…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:34 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
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He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:39:29 AM

Its not even clear to me the grants are going to the state government at all. If they aren’t, we should
say so. For instance, per below, DHS (federal) has given $68,000 to Oklahoma for tobacco use
prevention. Did this go to our DHS? It could have just as easily gone to the American Lung
Association of Oklahoma’s advertising campaign.
 
I will call Zeke and tell him he needs to ask us about specific spending of state money – I can’t
respond to vague numbers put out by the Obama association.
 
BUT if anyone knows where this money is actually going please tell me.   
 

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports

anti-tobacco education campaigns, telephone-based

tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on

vulnerable populations, consistent with the HHS Tobacco

Control Strategic Action Plan.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:35 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Well the planning grant was given before we got here…and I think we have plausible deniability on
the grants, we get all kinds of grants that don’t go through this office…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:34 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
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It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33:00 AM

He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 

37890

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:35:25 AM

Well the planning grant was given before we got here…and I think we have plausible deniability on
the grants, we get all kinds of grants that don’t go through this office…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:34 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
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Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33:58 AM

He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:04:50 PM

I am including Julie Cox Caine with the Health Dept on this chain, I think she should be able to help
us identify the funding...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:39 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA 
 
Its not even clear to me the grants are going to the state government at all. If they aren’t, we should
say so. For instance, per below, DHS (federal) has given $68,000 to Oklahoma for tobacco use
prevention. Did this go to our DHS? It could have just as easily gone to the American Lung
Association of Oklahoma’s advertising campaign.
 
I will call Zeke and tell him he needs to ask us about specific spending of state money – I can’t
respond to vague numbers put out by the Obama association.
 
BUT if anyone knows where this money is actually going please tell me.   
 

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports

anti-tobacco education campaigns, telephone-based

tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on

vulnerable populations, consistent with the HHS Tobacco

Control Strategic Action Plan.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:35 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Well the planning grant was given before we got here…and I think we have plausible deniability on
the grants, we get all kinds of grants that don’t go through this office…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:34 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
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He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:46:00 AM

Ok that’s what I told him. I assume it is correct that independent agencies could be applying for and
receiving grants without the approval of the governor or without even the obligation to tell us,
correct?
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
We don’t, if they say the grants are going through DHS he needs to call sheree…we need to stay out
of it…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:39 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Its not even clear to me the grants are going to the state government at all. If they aren’t, we should
say so. For instance, per below, DHS (federal) has given $68,000 to Oklahoma for tobacco use
prevention. Did this go to our DHS? It could have just as easily gone to the American Lung
Association of Oklahoma’s advertising campaign.
 
I will call Zeke and tell him he needs to ask us about specific spending of state money – I can’t
respond to vague numbers put out by the Obama association.
 
BUT if anyone knows where this money is actually going please tell me.   
 

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports

anti-tobacco education campaigns, telephone-based

tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on

vulnerable populations, consistent with the HHS Tobacco

Control Strategic Action Plan.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:35 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
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Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Well the planning grant was given before we got here…and I think we have plausible deniability on
the grants, we get all kinds of grants that don’t go through this office…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:34 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
He’s asking us if we are opposed to taking obamacare money or not, and if we are opposed why are
we taking it
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
It actually identifies where all of the money went, although not each entity…I think at that point we
direct him to DHS for the specifics…
 
And yes, we knew we got the planning grant.
 
Is he asking us anything or just making us aware?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Oklahoman request re: ACA
 
Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman is doing a story on Oklahoma’s use of Affordable Care Act money.
Per this link (http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html) the feds
say they have given $13.2 million in funds for “prevention” grants to Oklahoma and entities in
Oklahoma …
And per this link, we have the $1M planning grant which every state got on 9/30/2010:
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges/ok.html
 
This definitely has the potential to be one of those crappy stories …
The $13.2M is definitely something we need to respond to and take seriously, today. Is it possible all
that money is for local entitites and private entities, none of it went to state government?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "ZCampfield@opubco.com"
Subject: Re: Oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:47:11 PM

No 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman 
 
Alex:

Has the governor or her policy people been developing the exchange secretly behind the scenes, as

some have alleged?

Zeke

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: Re: Oklahoman

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "ZCampfield@opubco.com"
Subject: Re: Oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:43:58 PM

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "ZCampfield@opubco.com"
Subject: Re: Oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:45:59 PM

"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch employees working on draft documents,
brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise
acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of
the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open,
candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of private dialogue inside the
executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement good policy
and would harm the public interest."- alex weintz 

 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman 
 
Alex:

Also, the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the Oklahoma Open Records Act, but

her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court and federal law, that your office will

likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive privilege" material. Neither of these

citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court decisions. So is she violating that pledge?

Zeke

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: Re: Oklahoman

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
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To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Clifton Adcock
Subject: RE: One more question
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 3:11:00 PM

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-
Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
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massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: One more question
 
Thanks, Alex (I was unfortunately out of town the week the announcement was made). Is
there any written statement that has been released that I can use? Thanks again.

Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767

On Tue, Nov 27, 2012 at 2:18 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
She actually was available for Q and A the day we made an announcement, which I realize does not
help you now.
We may have additional availabilities in the future. I will keep you posted.
 

From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 1:57 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: One more question
 
Do you think the Governor would be available for a Q&A on her recent decision in regard to
the ACA? Thanks.
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "mbaker@washingtontimes.com"
Subject: Re: oped request
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 6:57:33 PM

We will pass on this opportunity for the immediate future. Thank you for asking

----- Original Message -----
From: Mary Beth Baker [mailto:mbaker@washingtontimes.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 06:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: oped request

Dear Alex,

Anneke Green asked me to reach out to you in her absence, to follow up on her earlier request for an
oped from Governor Fallin. Would the Governor be interested in doing a piece for us on resisting
Obamacare? We would love to share her views with our readers.

Please reach out with any questions.

Best,
Mary Beth Baker

Associate Op-Ed Editor
The Washington Times

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Anneke Green
Subject: RE: Oped
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 8:50:00 AM

Anneke,
 
What is your deadline on this? Governor Fallin and our communications director, Alex Weintz, are both
unavailable today. I will talk to Alex on Monday and have him get in touch with you.
 
Thanks again for the opportunity.
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Anneke Green [mailto:agreen@washingtontimes.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 7:52 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: Oped
 
Hi Alex,
 
Thanks for the note.  Reached out to see if you'd be interested in being a part of a series called
Resisting Obamacare.  So far we've featured Gov. Rick Scott and Gov. Rick Perry.  We'd love to
share Gov. Fallin's perspective with our readers on what resisting Obamacare looks like in
Oklahoma.  Is it refusing to implement?  Waiting for the election?  You get the point.
 
They're typically 500-850 words.  We'd run it shortly after receiving it.  We'd want it to be
exclusive to The Washington Times for 24 hours and for any outlets running it after that to give us
credit.
 
Please let me know if we may feature the Governor as part of this series.  
 
Thanks much,
 
Anneke E. Green

Assistant Editorial Page Editor

The Washington Times

202/636-3305 | @annekeegreen
 
On Jul 26, 2012, at 10:48 AM, Alex Gerszewski wrote:

Anneke,
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I received a voice mail from Jordan Smith in regards to an oped. I would be happy to help in any way I
can. Please let me know what you need and we can get the ball rolling.
 
Thanks,
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the 
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 

of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or 
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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To: Anneke Green
Subject: RE: Oped
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 8:48:35 AM

Anneke,
 
What is your deadline on this? Governor Fallin and our communications director are both unavailable
today.
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Anneke Green [mailto:agreen@washingtontimes.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 7:52 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: Oped
 
Hi Alex,
 
Thanks for the note.  Reached out to see if you'd be interested in being a part of a series called
Resisting Obamacare.  So far we've featured Gov. Rick Scott and Gov. Rick Perry.  We'd love to
share Gov. Fallin's perspective with our readers on what resisting Obamacare looks like in
Oklahoma.  Is it refusing to implement?  Waiting for the election?  You get the point.
 
They're typically 500-850 words.  We'd run it shortly after receiving it.  We'd want it to be
exclusive to The Washington Times for 24 hours and for any outlets running it after that to give us
credit.
 
Please let me know if we may feature the Governor as part of this series.  
 
Thanks much,
 
Anneke E. Green

Assistant Editorial Page Editor

The Washington Times

202/636-3305 | @annekeegreen
 
On Jul 26, 2012, at 10:48 AM, Alex Gerszewski wrote:

Anneke,
 
I received a voice mail from Jordan Smith in regards to an oped. I would be happy to help in any way I
can. Please let me know what you need and we can get the ball rolling.
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Thanks,
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the 
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 

of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or 
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.

37910

x-msg://83/Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:22:00 AM

Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:17:00 PM

Technically, he only asked for voicemails. Which we don’t keep.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Ok but he’s actually asking for the records … which means correspondence in our office from constituents,
voicemails (if we saved any), etc.
Do we have that stuff?
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
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cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:22:00 AM

Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:16:00 PM

Ok but he’s actually asking for the records … which means correspondence in our office from constituents,
voicemails (if we saved any), etc.
Do we have that stuff?
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:13:00 PM

Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:29:55 PM

I sent the spreadsheet and will let u know what he says 
 
From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 04:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally 
 
Technically, he only asked for voicemails. Which we don’t keep.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Ok but he’s actually asking for the records … which means correspondence in our office from constituents,
voicemails (if we saved any), etc.
Do we have that stuff?
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005
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______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23:47 AM

Lol.  Very true.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
1 down 7 to go
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
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Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23:00 AM

1 down 7 to go
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23:00 AM

Lol.  Very true.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
1 down 7 to go
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
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Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:25:32 PM

How about this, per steve: 

"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft
documents, brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or
otherwise acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the
scope of the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having
open, candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of that private dialogue
inside the executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement
good policy and would harm the public interest." 

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:58 PM
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Re: Open Records request 
 
Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
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He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
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Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
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decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
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receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Audrey

Rockwell
Subject: Re: Open Records Request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:06:21 PM

Oh geez. This will take a while. 

On Nov 16, 2012, at 17:03, "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may
have for the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an
estimate of the amount of time you spent gathering the requested information.
Thank you in advance.
 
 
 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the

national "Affordable Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between

Gov. Fallin and her staff, her cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials.

Obviously we realize that correspondence between the governor and her legal counsel

are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of those emails fall well

within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
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Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Audrey

Rockwell
Subject: Re: Open Records Request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:06:22 PM

Oh geez. This will take a while. 

On Nov 16, 2012, at 17:03, "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may
have for the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an
estimate of the amount of time you spent gathering the requested information.
Thank you in advance.
 
 
 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the

national "Affordable Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between

Gov. Fallin and her staff, her cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials.

Obviously we realize that correspondence between the governor and her legal counsel

are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of those emails fall well

within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
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Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:25:31 PM

How about this, per steve: 

"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft
documents, brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or
otherwise acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the
scope of the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having
open, candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of that private dialogue
inside the executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement
good policy and would harm the public interest." 

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:58 PM
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Re: Open Records request 
 
Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
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He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
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Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
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decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
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receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Maisch, Don D.
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 10:02:00 AM

Perfect, thank you.
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Stewart-Mazza, Angie D.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Good Morning Steve and Rebecca –
 
The OSDH has completed the review of e-mails that were exchanged between the Governor’s Office
and the OSDH from June 1, 2012 – present concerning the Affordable Care Act.  The keywords that
used for the search were – “Affordable Care Act”, “Obamacare” and/or “Health Exchange.”   There
were between 285 -290 e-mails found.  The e-mails are in Microsoft Outlook.  I will download the e-
mails onto a CD and have the disk delivered to the Governor’s Office today.
 
I did not remove any e-mails that may be deemed confidential (some of our e-mails are included on
the disk).
 
If you have any questions, or need any further information, please feel free to contact me.
 
Thanks!!! 
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
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Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:40 PM
To: Maisch, Don D.; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
It just covers the interaction with the Governor’s office.  Thank you for your help with this request.
 
Steve
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:16 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  The IT staff at the OSDH has completed compiling the e-mails pursuant to the
request.  I have one question.  Does the request only cover e-mails to and from the Governor’s
Office or any e-mail (during the time frame in question) sent or received by the OSDH concerning
the topic in question.  If it is the latter – there are thousands of such e-mails from 6-1-2012 to
present.
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
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Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
 

 
Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 11:02 AM
To: Maisch, Don D.
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Hi Don, 
 
   The email below is the new, more narrowly tailored ORR from the Daily Oklahoman.  We will still
compile documents and submit any non-privileged documents to the Oklahoman.
 
Thank you.
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
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Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  Hope you had a great Thanksgiving.  I have a quick question.  Does the e-mail below
from Mr. Campfield represent the agreement between the Governor’s Office and the Daily
Oklahoman for the Open Records Requests.  There were articles in the Daily Oklahoman last week,
wherein in appeared that there was not going to be a response to the Open Records Request.
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
 

 
Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44 PM
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
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Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 
The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Denise Northrup
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:42 PM

We will put it in the pile.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:17:15 PM

Please do not compile any documents yet.  We are going to speak with this reporter. 
 
Thank you!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
 
J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
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and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
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performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: Open Records Request
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:43:00 PM

This request is considered dormant for now.  We will notify you when/if any action is required.
 
Thank you!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
 
J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
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and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently

37949



performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08:07 PM

Can u help with the "xyz" fill in the blank ... What do we consider a "record"? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Open Records request 
 
I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
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Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
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those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
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Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
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able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Maisch, Don D.; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:39:00 PM

It just covers the interaction with the Governor’s office.  Thank you for your help with this request.
 
Steve
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:16 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  The IT staff at the OSDH has completed compiling the e-mails pursuant to the
request.  I have one question.  Does the request only cover e-mails to and from the Governor’s
Office or any e-mail (during the time frame in question) sent or received by the OSDH concerning
the topic in question.  If it is the latter – there are thousands of such e-mails from 6-1-2012 to
present.
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
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Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 11:02 AM
To: Maisch, Don D.
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Hi Don, 
 
   The email below is the new, more narrowly tailored ORR from the Daily Oklahoman.  We will still
compile documents and submit any non-privileged documents to the Oklahoman.
 
Thank you.
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  Hope you had a great Thanksgiving.  I have a quick question.  Does the e-mail below
from Mr. Campfield represent the agreement between the Governor’s Office and the Daily
Oklahoman for the Open Records Requests.  There were articles in the Daily Oklahoman last week,
wherein in appeared that there was not going to be a response to the Open Records Request.
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
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OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
 

 
Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44 PM
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
 
Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:17:00 PM

Please do not compile any documents yet.  We are going to speak with this reporter. 
 
Thank you!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
 
J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
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and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently

37961



performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:02:45 PM

Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
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Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
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range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
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conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 

37966



 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Denise Northrup
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:00 PM

We will put it in the pile.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:58:52 PM

Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
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The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
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The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

37972



(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 11:02:00 AM

Hi Don, 
 
   The email below is the new, more narrowly tailored ORR from the Daily Oklahoman.  We will still
compile documents and submit any non-privileged documents to the Oklahoman.
 
Thank you.
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  Hope you had a great Thanksgiving.  I have a quick question.  Does the e-mail below
from Mr. Campfield represent the agreement between the Governor’s Office and the Daily
Oklahoman for the Open Records Requests.  There were articles in the Daily Oklahoman last week,
wherein in appeared that there was not going to be a response to the Open Records Request.
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
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Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44 PM
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
 
Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 
The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:15:00 PM

I would suggest a more general response like:  Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists
to provide the public access to the vast majority of information of state government.  To that end,
Governor Fallin has made internet access to more state information available than at any time in
Oklahoma history.  However, she does not believe it is intended to allow access to conversations …
 
I would also suggest dropping the last two words, since we don’t just withhold email.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Can u help with the "xyz" fill in the blank ... What do we consider a "record"? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Open Records request 
 
I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
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“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
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Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
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information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 

37979



COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:15:00 PM

I would suggest a more general response like:  Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists
to provide the public access to the vast majority of information of state government.  To that end,
Governor Fallin has made internet access to more state information available than at any time in
Oklahoma history.  However, she does not believe it is intended to allow access to conversations …
 
I would also suggest dropping the last two words, since we don’t just withhold email.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Can u help with the "xyz" fill in the blank ... What do we consider a "record"? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Open Records request 
 
I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
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“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
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Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
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information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
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COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:07:00 PM

I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable
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Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
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no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
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techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
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I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:07:00 PM

I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable
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Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
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no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
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techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
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I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "cadcock@tierramediagroup.com"
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 2:04:30 PM

Received. thanks. Unsure of the timeline 
 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open
Records requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents
related to both Gov. Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator"
funding regarding health care exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's
decision on the state not setting up a health care exchange and the Governor's
decision not to expand medicare. The third request is seeking memos, e-mails or
other written communication regarding the decision to deny earlier open records
requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how long you
anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.

Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767

37996

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Steve Mullins
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Stewart-Mazza, Angie D.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:17:00 AM

Good Morning Don,
 
   Thank you for your quick response on this.  We will review the CD and follow up
with you.
 
Best,
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Stewart-Mazza, Angie D.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Good Morning Steve and Rebecca –
 
The OSDH has completed the review of e-mails that were exchanged between the Governor’s Office
and the OSDH from June 1, 2012 – present concerning the Affordable Care Act.  The keywords that
used for the search were – “Affordable Care Act”, “Obamacare” and/or “Health Exchange.”   There
were between 285 -290 e-mails found.  The e-mails are in Microsoft Outlook.  I will download the e-
mails onto a CD and have the disk delivered to the Governor’s Office today.
 
I did not remove any e-mails that may be deemed confidential (some of our e-mails are included on
the disk).
 
If you have any questions, or need any further information, please feel free to contact me.
 
Thanks!!! 
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
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(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
 

 
Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:40 PM
To: Maisch, Don D.; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
It just covers the interaction with the Governor’s office.  Thank you for your help with this request.
 
Steve
 

From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:16 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  The IT staff at the OSDH has completed compiling the e-mails pursuant to the
request.  I have one question.  Does the request only cover e-mails to and from the Governor’s
Office or any e-mail (during the time frame in question) sent or received by the OSDH concerning
the topic in question.  If it is the latter – there are thousands of such e-mails from 6-1-2012 to
present.
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Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
 

 
Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 11:02 AM
To: Maisch, Don D.
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Hi Don, 
 
   The email below is the new, more narrowly tailored ORR from the Daily Oklahoman.  We will still
compile documents and submit any non-privileged documents to the Oklahoman.
 
Thank you.
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From: Maisch, Don D. [mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
Rebecca –
 
Good Morning.  Hope you had a great Thanksgiving.  I have a quick question.  Does the e-mail below
from Mr. Campfield represent the agreement between the Governor’s Office and the Daily
Oklahoman for the Open Records Requests.  There were articles in the Daily Oklahoman last week,
wherein in appeared that there was not going to be a response to the Open Records Request.
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!!!
 
Donald D. Maisch 
General Counsel
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street, Room #206
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299
(405) 271-6017 
(405) 271-1268 (fax) 
e-mail:  DonM@health.ok.gov
OSDH web page:  http://www.ok.gov/health
 

 
Did You Know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our state

simply met the national average for health measures?
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or privileged.  This e-mail is intended to
be reviewed by only the individual or organization named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, forwarding or copying of the e-mail and its attachments, if any, or
the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately reply to the sender and delete the e-mail from your system.  Thank you.
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From: Rebecca Frazier [mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44 PM
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
 
Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 
The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:14:42 PM

I would suggest a more general response like:  Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists
to provide the public access to the vast majority of information of state government.  To that end,
Governor Fallin has made internet access to records more available than at any time in Oklahoma
history.  However, she does not believe it is intended to allow access to conversations …
 
I would suggest dropping the last two words, since we don’t just withhold email.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Can u help with the "xyz" fill in the blank ... What do we consider a "record"? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Open Records request 
 
I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
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“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
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Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
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information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
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COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:53 PM

Let the “pile on” begin
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:09:00 PM

Request received. thanks
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
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performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
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Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: Open Records Request
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:43:50 PM

This request is considered dormant for now.  We will notify you when/if any action is required.
 
Thank you!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
 
J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
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and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
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performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Open Records Request
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:48:00 PM

It did.  Campfield is going to consider three options: 1) withdraw the request completely and opt for
an interview; 2) modify/narrow the request; or 3) ask us to move forward with the current request.
 
 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:46 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Open Records Request
 
 Mean the meeting happened?

On Nov 14, 2012, at 1:43 PM, "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

This request is considered dormant for now.  We will notify you when/if any action is
required.
 
Thank you!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
 
J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any
and all records related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated
by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection.
These records should include, but not be limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
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that mention the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the
preparing of a blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the
Oklahoma Supreme Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove
that an exemption applies.[1] If you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma
Open Records Act, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their
government” and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the
public’s right of access to and review of government records so they may efficiently and
intelligently exercise their inherent political power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act,
the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government officials must consider in ruling on records
requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies
when the records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the
“documents is in the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media,
scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the
government are honestly, faithfully, and competently performing their duties as public servants.”[4]
I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of Oklahoma who are vested in
ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when the issue
pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within
this provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to
its records,”[5] which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the
time required to locate and compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no
later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public
body urging an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See
also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555
n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the exemption of materials from disclosure will have the
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burden of proof to show the applicability of such an exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The
burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or entity that seeks to
establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and
guarantees, all political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of
Oklahoma that the people are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about
their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In
ruling on a request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that,
pursuant to the intent of the Open Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a
finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure”
over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear from this definition that the Act is
intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the Act requires that
questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged
when release of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars,
authors or taxpayers seeking to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”);
1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the
Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any member of the news media who is
seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to determine whether
those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the
news media may be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite
clear on that point when it decrees ‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such
circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831
P.2d 634) (“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records
for any amount of time, however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is
complied with only when a public body properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:25:32 PM

How about this, per steve: 

"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft
documents, brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or
otherwise acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the
scope of the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having
open, candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of that private dialogue
inside the executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement
good policy and would harm the public interest." 

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:58 PM
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Re: Open Records request 
 
Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
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He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
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Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
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decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
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receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Pat Campbell
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:44:15 AM

Now john wright is weighing in. Admin Rules subject to legislature disapproval (30 legislative days)
otherwise they become law. If gmf does it by emergency rules legislature still has the ability to act.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 07:40 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Pat Campbell

Going off on Medicaid expansion. "Mary likes the cheese" and will expand Obamacare, she's just like
John Boehner and will cave. Fyi.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Pat Campbell
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:01:42 AM

Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 07:44 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Pat Campbell

Now john wright is weighing in. Admin Rules subject to legislature disapproval (30 legislative days)
otherwise they become law. If gmf does it by emergency rules legislature still has the ability to act.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 07:40 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Pat Campbell

Going off on Medicaid expansion. "Mary likes the cheese" and will expand Obamacare, she's just like
John Boehner and will cave. Fyi.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Pat Campbell
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:01:41 AM

Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 07:44 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Pat Campbell

Now john wright is weighing in. Admin Rules subject to legislature disapproval (30 legislative days)
otherwise they become law. If gmf does it by emergency rules legislature still has the ability to act.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 07:40 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Pat Campbell

Going off on Medicaid expansion. "Mary likes the cheese" and will expand Obamacare, she's just like
John Boehner and will cave. Fyi.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: PDF of book
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:32:00 AM

OK.  Just to be clear, we’re writing a blurb for this leadership book and not the book he

references on Obamacare?

 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:26 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: PDF of book
 
Fyi

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kevin Khoury (
Date: July 20, 2012 5:28:36 AM CDT
To: Mary Fallin <maryfallin >
Subject: Re: PDF of book

Mary,
 
Thank you very much for doing this for me. What a Godsend. I will await on the
verbiage to add to the final production of the book becauseI hope to go to print
early next week. I thank you from the bottom of my heart. Gods Speed, Kevin
 
 
On Jul 19, 2012, at 11:25 PM, Mary Fallin wrote:

Hi Kevin
Congrats on your book! Sounds very interesting. I am glad things are going well
for you. 
I will write something up and send to you. Good luck!
God bless you
Mary

Mary Fallin

On Jul 19, 2012, at 8:43 PM, "Kevin Khoury (
wrote:

Greetings Mary,

 

Hope you remember me.This is Kevin Khoury and you are

doing such fabulous work as our Governor for The State of

Oklahoma. I cannot even imagine how overwhelming your
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schedule must be. You are definitely in my daily prayers that

God opens up all your doors that you are walking through and

gives you beautiful spiritual guidance and direction in your daily

walk.

 

 I wanted to ask you a request. I have written a Book called

Eliminate Fear, Embrace Success> I was wondering if you

would be willing to possibly write a Blurb for my book. Just one

to two lines. If you would be willing, I would send you two to

three chapters for you to peruse and witness my writings. No

worries if this would be not possible. I am going to attach the

Front cover.

 

In addition, My healthcare company has opened and we are

doing well. I have also written a  second book regarding this

company that has been a 5 year work in process. The name of

this book is called " Obamacare The Cure, The Antidote to our

Healthcare Dilemma. Just for Grins, I thought you would be

interested in looking at the cover. 

 

Please see two attachments.... 

       Gods Speed, Kevin Khoury
 
 

<Kevin Khoury Book SUCCESS 7.12.12.pdf>
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: PDF of book
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 10:12:00 AM

Governor,

 

How does this sound to you for the Khoury book blurb? 

 

“In his book Eliminate Fear, Embrace Success!, Kevin Khoury offers insight and lessons

on how each of us by chasing after our dreams and overcoming our failures can reach our

full potential and find success in life.”

 

 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 11:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: PDF of book
 
Can you write him something??
Thanks 

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kevin Khoury 
Date: July 19, 2012 8:43:27 PM CDT
To: maryfallin
Subject: PDF of book

Greetings Mary,

 

Hope you remember me.This is Kevin Khoury and you are doing such

fabulous work as our Governor for The State of Oklahoma. I cannot even

imagine how overwhelming your schedule must be. You are definitely in

my daily prayers that God opens up all your doors that you are walking

through and gives you beautiful spiritual guidance and direction in your

daily walk.

 

 I wanted to ask you a request. I have written a Book called Eliminate

Fear, Embrace Success> I was wondering if you would be willing to

possibly write a Blurb for my book. Just one to two lines. If you would be

willing, I would send you two to three chapters for you to peruse and

witness my writings. No worries if this would be not possible. I am going to

attach the Front cover.

 

In addition, My healthcare company has opened and we are doing well. I

have also written a  second book regarding this company that has been a

5 year work in process. The name of this book is called " Obamacare The
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Cure, The Antidote to our Healthcare Dilemma. Just for Grins, I thought

you would be interested in looking at the cover. 

 

Please see two attachments.... 

       Gods Speed, Kevin Khoury
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:41:41 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Maybe he got a presidential pardon up there…
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote

38029

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002300
mailto:Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov



 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:15:51 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Or sad for you…could go both ways
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
We are of one mind.  (How very sad for you!)
 
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
That is sooo funny and I was thinking the same thing…maybe if she would have had the health care
this would have never happened….Yeah I kinda am struggling with that concept too.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
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From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Scott Mason
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:53:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

What a kook!!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:44 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: FW: Peolosi Quote
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
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late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
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Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:28:37 PM
Attachments: image002.png

We are of one mind.  (How very sad for you!)
 
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
That is sooo funny and I was thinking the same thing…maybe if she would have had the health care
this would have never happened….Yeah I kinda am struggling with that concept too.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 

38040

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=107430
mailto:Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov



Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
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that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21:14 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.
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“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:16:40 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
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Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”
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“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:42 PM
Attachments: image002.png

“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.
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Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09:09 PM
Attachments: image002.png

The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
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another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06:10 PM
Attachments: image002.png

GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”
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Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Scott Mason
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54:40 PM
Attachments: image002.png

She’s so weird.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity!
 
 

From: Scott Mason 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
What a kook!!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:44 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: FW: Peolosi Quote
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Scott Mason
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:53:42 PM
Attachments: image002.png

What a kook!!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:44 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: FW: Peolosi Quote
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
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late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
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Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: hotmail_3dfb7f28e67ea2da@live.com on behalf of Ann Waddell
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:49:44 PM
Attachments: image002.png

His wife said - now he can rest.
 

From: Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
To: Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov; Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov; AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov;
Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov; Brett.Thomas@gov.ok.gov
Date: Thu, 28 Jun 2012 15:09:08 -0500
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote

The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 
From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    
 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)
(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying now
Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”
“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the late
Massachusetts Democratic senator.
“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or another. And
now he can rest in peace.”
Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no surprise.” 
The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality of the law, despite
the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause.

38071

mailto:hotmail_3dfb7f28e67ea2da@live.com
mailto:limeyhobbs1@cox.net
mailto:Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
http://cnsnews.com/source/elizabeth-harrington
http://cnsnews.com/source/119001/feed
http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1



“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid ground in terms
of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she said. “And with that
confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”
“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for the
American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., at the
inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen. Patrick Leahy)
Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass healthcare
reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a longtime champion for
health-care reform.
“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy this
morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role that he played a
lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our country. He called it the
great unfinished business of our country, our society.”
In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual mandate is
not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the Congress’ power to tax and
spend.
“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the Commerce
Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation, the Constitution has
made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4 majority opinion.
 
LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-
help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:41:41 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Maybe he got a presidential pardon up there…
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21:14 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.
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“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:08:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

This is hilarious!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”
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“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.
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“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23:05 PM
Attachments: image002.png

That is sooo funny and I was thinking the same thing…maybe if she would have had the health care
this would have never happened….Yeah I kinda am struggling with that concept too.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
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Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.
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“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,

38085

http://cnsnews.com/image/patrick-kennedy-0


the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:16:40 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
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Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

38088

http://cnsnews.com/source/elizabeth-harrington
http://cnsnews.com/source/119001/feed
http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1


“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:08:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

This is hilarious!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”
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“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.
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“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:42 PM
Attachments: image002.png

“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.
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Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill

 

38101

http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill


From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09:09 PM
Attachments: image002.png

The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
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another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:08:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

This is hilarious!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

38105

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002410
mailto:Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Brett.Thomas@gov.ok.gov
http://cnsnews.com/source/elizabeth-harrington
http://cnsnews.com/source/119001/feed
http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1



“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.
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“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06:10 PM
Attachments: image002.png

GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”
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Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06:10 PM
Attachments: image002.png

GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”
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Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:32:23 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Yeah, it’s
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
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another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:41:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Maybe he got a presidential pardon up there…
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:41:41 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Maybe he got a presidential pardon up there…
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Scott Mason
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

She’s so weird.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity!
 
 

From: Scott Mason 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
What a kook!!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:44 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: FW: Peolosi Quote
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Craig Perry
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Rebecca Frazier; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: please advise
Date: Friday, December 16, 2011 2:15:13 PM
Attachments: adelson.pdf

I don’t know if he made the same request to Doak’s office.  Adelson’s request is attached.
 
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 1:58 PM
To: Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Rebecca Frazier; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: please advise
 
Do we know if he has asked Doak for it? I can search and see if I have it, but not until Monday. Doak
applied for a waiver from the Feds from part of the PPACA regulations re/ medical loss ratio. None
of it has been a secret, so this seems like an odd request.
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 01:20 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Rebecca Frazier; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: please advise 
 
We just received a letter from Sen. Adelson  requesting a copy of a letter sent to GMF from John
Doak.  If I understand correctly the letter, dated October 15, 2011, was addressed to Kathleen
Sebelius regarding a request for “Adjustment to the Medical Loss Ration for Oklahoma.”  Adelson
wants copies of all the original attachments mailed to us with the letter. 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state health care reform
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 5:19:39 PM

Ill bug coffee about it but well do what we can
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 05:16 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Fw: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state
health care reform 
 
So, we're sure she'll read this tonight, right?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 04:06 PM
To: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Mary Christensen; Glenn Coffee; Glenn
Coffee (  <  Denise Northrup 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Wendy Gregory 
Subject: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state health
care reform 
 
Governor,
 
Congressman Sullivan has asked us to submit a letter to the House Energy & Commerce committee
for tomorrow’s hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”
 
Please review the letter below ASAP.  Thank you.
 
FYI – This draft has been vetted by the press and policy shops.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not an effective solution for curbing rising health care costs and
is unworkable and unaffordable for many states.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
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budgets, which, as you know, is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already
are facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, that process will be severely hindered if our ability to include
market-driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:23:08 PM

Add worked on Governor's transportation field hearing statement
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:19 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
I’ll send if you guys can’t think of anything else. See updated.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14:00 PM

Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:23:08 PM

Add worked on Governor's transportation field hearing statement
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:19 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
I’ll send if you guys can’t think of anything else. See updated.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14:00 PM

Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Craig Perry
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:24:40 PM

Done.  Anything else? If not I’ll send it….
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:23 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Add worked on Governor's transportation field hearing statement
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:19 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
I’ll send if you guys can’t think of anything else. See updated.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:25:46 PM

Send!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:24 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
Done.  Anything else? If not I’ll send it….
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:23 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Add worked on Governor's transportation field hearing statement
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:19 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
I’ll send if you guys can’t think of anything else. See updated.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill  in and i"ll finish this
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:25:46 PM

Send!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:24 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
Done.  Anything else? If not I’ll send it….
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:23 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Add worked on Governor's transportation field hearing statement
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:19 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
I’ll send if you guys can’t think of anything else. See updated.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this
 
Typo under newberry section, I think it should say she is "not" committed to anything yet?

For katie and andrew add:

Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. Worked on workers comp and tort
legislative proposals. Coordinated with NGA and WGA. There was a lot more but that is all I can
think of now!
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: please send me info to fill in and i'll finish this 
 
 
 
Craig Perry
House Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
Craig.Perry@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: Politico Story on GOP Govs
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:49:00 AM

Gov Mary Fallin was a surrogate for the Romney campaign at the DNC: 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-plans-to-crash-democrats-party-in-charlotte-

next-week/article/3705653

 

 

 

 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson
Subject: Politico Story on GOP Govs
 
Politico is working on a story about what Republican governors are doing to help Romney. To the
best of our abilities, we’ve kept a list of what we’ve seen in the news.
 
Please take a look at the below list and let us know as soon as possible what other events your
governor has done to help Romney. Obviously, we want to show as much activity as possible.
 
GOP Govs Campaigning For Romney
 

 

LA Gov. Bobby Jindal

 

10/3: Gov. Jindal stumped for Mitt Romney in Las Vegas, NV:

http://www.lvrj.com/news/louisiana-gov-jindal-on-the-stump-in-las-vegas-says-romney-

can-win-172576491.html

 

9/20: Gov. Jindal participated in a press conference call for the Romney Campaign

discussing ObamaCare: http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2012/09/20/jindal-focused-on-

health-law-criticism-of-obama/

 

 

NJ Gov. Chris Christie

 

Upcoming: 10/9: Gov. Christie will stump for Mitt Romney In Ohio:

http://www.wkbn.com/content/news/local/story/N-J-Governor-Will-Stump-For-Romney-in-

Youngstown/7HFg9bGArkCvqgazBzuFrQ.cspx?p=Comments

 

10/4: The Romney campaign released a statement from Gov. Christie on how Mitt Romney

will deliver the real recovery Americans need:

http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/10/gov-chris-christie-mitt-romney-will-deliver-

real-recovery-americans-need

 

9/30: Gov. Christie participated in a pro-Romney NBC Meet The Press Interview:
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http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032608/vp/49229813#VpFlash

 

9/30: Gov. Christie participated in a pro-Romney CBS Face The Nation Interview:

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-3460_162-57523077/christie-debate-will-turn-race-upside-

down/?tag=showDoorLeadStoriesAreaMain;ftnLeadHero

 

9/30: Gov. Christie participated in a pro-Romney ABC This Week Interview:

http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/chris-christie-stop-lying-mr-president-about-

romneys-economic-plan/

 

 

OH Gov. John Kasich

 

9/26: Gov. Kasich participated in a Romney surrogate interview on FOX News’ The

O’Reilly Factor: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TC8aSmqhoxA

 

9/26: Gov. Kasich campaigned with Mitt Romney at Westerville High School in Westerville,

Ohio: http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/national/ohios-gains-raise-the-bar-for-mitt-

romney/1254138

 

9/12: Gov. Kasich attended and spoke at a Romney/Ryan rally in Owensville, Ohio:

http://www.examiner.com/article/kasich-battles-obama-on-ohio-economy-as-romney-falls-

behind-can-t-lose-state

 

 

OK Gov. Mary Fallin

 

9/21: Romney campaign released statement from Gov. Fallin supporting Romney, hitting

Obama: http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/gov-mary-fallin-president-obama-

has-undermined-his-very-rationale-re-election

 

9/18: Gov. Fallin participated in a pro-Romney FOX Business interview:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bVfuhBLhC4

 

 

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley

 

10/2: Gov. Haley campaigned for Romney In Spartanburg, SC:

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20121002/ARTICLES/210031019

 

9/24: Gov. Haley stumps for Romney in Apex, NC:

http://www.newsobserver.com/2012/09/24/2367122/sc-gov-haley-stumps-for-romney.html

 

9/24: Gov. Haley campaigns for Romney in Virginia:

http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/ticket/monday-politics-romney-colorado-ryan-ohio-obama-n-

095747031--election.html

 

9/9: Romney campaign released statement from Gov. Haley on Obama and U.S.

Manufacturing: http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/gov-nikki-haley-president-

obama%E2%80%99s-comments-us-manufacturing-are-height-hypocrisy
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Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett

 

9/19: Gov. Corbett visited Philadelphia to stump for Romney/Ryan ticket, held a news

conference: http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/local//item/44493-on-the-stump-for-

romney-corbett/

 

 

TX Gov. Rick Perry

 

9/23: Romney campaign released statement from Gov. Perry on Obama’s Failure:

http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/gov-rick-perry-america-paying-price-

president-obamas-failure

 

9/21: Gov. Perry joined Govs Walker & Scott in a pro-Romney campaign interview on FOX

News: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTMJelnUpVY

 

 

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert

 

9/21: Gov. Herbert stumps for Romney in St. George, UT:

http://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2012/09/21/romney-bus-stops-at-dixie-state-

college-gov-herbert-stumps-for-candidate/

 

 

VA Gov. Bob McDonnell

 

Upcoming: 10/24: Gov. McDonnell will keynote the Iowa Republican Party’s Annual

Reagan Dinner as a surrogate for the Romney campaign:

http://hamptonroads.com/2012/09/mcdonnell-iowa-bound-gop-event-october

 
10/5: Romney campaign released a statement from Gov. McDonnell on how President

Obama’s policies are not delivering a real recovery:

http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/10/gov-bob-mcdonnell-president-obamas-

policies-are-not-delivering-real-recovery

 

10/3: Romney campaign released a statement from Gov. McDonnell on Mitt Romney’s

debate performance: http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/10/gov-bob-mcdonnell-

mitt-romney-crystallized-choice-voters-face-0

 

10/2: Gov. McDonnell participated as a Romney surrogate in a CNN Starting Point

Interview: http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=bc17caa0-df9c-4150-

984c-536ff40ddecd

 

10/1: Gov. McDonnell participated as a Romney surrogate in a MSNBC Andrea Mitchell

Reports Interview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EBlk43cSOo

 

9/28: Gov. McDonnell participated in a Romney energy press conference in Richmond:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/virginia-politics/post/mcdonnell-pumped-for-romney-
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energy-plan/2012/09/28/98feba88-0992-11e2-858a-5311df86ab04_blog.html

 

9/21: Romney campaign released statement from Gov. McDonnell on choice voters face

this election: http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/gov-bob-mcdonnell-lets-

discuss-real-choice-facing-voters-year

 

9/21: Romney campaign released statement from Gov. McDonnell on Obama being unable

to change Washington: http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/gov-bob-

mcdonnell-president-obama-cant-change-washington

 
9/19: Gov. McDonnell participated in a pro-Romney CNN Piers Morgan interview:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzjFSGSKf-8

 

9/18: Gov. McDonnell participated in a pro-Romney CNN Starting Point interview:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=By5EcLQLrjI

 

9/18: Gov. McDonnell participated in a pro-Romney FOX and Friends interview:

http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/fox-friends/index.html#/v/1846448536001/can-mitt-romney-

put-america-back-to-work/?playlist_id=164445

 

9/18: Gov. McDonnell participated in a pro-Romney CNBC Squawk Box interview:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHH1Mdy_FaU

 

9/15: Gov. McDonnell stumps for Romney in Charlottesville:

http://www2.dailyprogress.com/news/cdp-news/2012/sep/15/governor-stumps-romney-

albemarle-square-ar-2208702/

 

9/10: Romney campaign released statement from Gov. McDonnell on Obama and

education policy: http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/gov-bov-mcdonnell-

president-obama-allowing-special-interests-be-put-ahead-student

 

 

WI Gov. Scott Walker

 

9/29: Gov. Walker stumped for Mitt Romney In New Hampshire:

http://www.weau.com/news/headlines/Gov-Walker-to-stump-for-Romney-in-New-

Hampshire-171795251.html

 

9/12: Gov. Walker stumps for Romney/Ryan in Ashwaubenon, WI:

http://www.fox11online.com/dpp/news/local/green_bay/gov-scott-walker-campaigns-for-

mitt-romney-paul-ryan-ticket-in-ashwaubenon-september-12-2012

 
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(c) 202-
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Frank Stone; "NicolePJ@health.ok.gov"; Mike Rhoads; "Buffy.Heater@okhca.org";

"Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org"
Cc: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; "DerekL@health.ok.gov"
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:13:00 PM

Please Call Dial-in Number: 1

The Participant Access Code is:

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:11 PM
To: Frank Stone; 'NicolePJ@health.ok.gov'; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads; 'Buffy.Heater@okhca.org';
'Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org'
Cc: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; 'DerekL@health.ok.gov'
Subject: Re: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
We are securing a new number and will send it out momentarily. I am so sorry.
 
From: Frank Stone 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 01:10 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Prieto Johns, Nicole S. <NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov>; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads;
Buffy Heater <Buffy.Heater@okhca.org>; Cindy Roberts <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> 
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Lieser, Derek G. <DerekL@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT 
 
Dropped for 4th time!

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Buffy Heater; Cindy Roberts
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie; Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
Thank you!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:32 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Buffy Heater; Cindy Roberts
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie; Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
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Please see the attached draft of possible items for comment from Oklahoma on the Exchange
Establishment NPRM from HHS.
 
Respectfully,
Derek Lieser
Nicole Prieto Johns
 
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Project Manager | Oklahoma State Department of Health 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Frank Stone; Katie Altshuler; "NicolePJ@health.ok.gov"; Mike Rhoads; "Buffy.Heater@okhca.org";

"Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org"
Cc: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"; "DerekL@health.ok.gov"
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:21:00 PM

Please see below – this will not be active until 1:30pm.  Sorry for the inconvenience!

 

Please Call Dial-in Number: 1

The Participant Access Code is:

 
 

From: Frank Stone 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:19 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; 'NicolePJ@health.ok.gov'; Mike Rhoads; 'Buffy.Heater@okhca.org';
'Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org'
Cc: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; 'DerekL@health.ok.gov'
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
I’m gone again!

 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:14 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Frank Stone; 'NicolePJ@health.ok.gov'; Mike Rhoads; 'Buffy.Heater@okhca.org';
'Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org'
Cc: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; 'DerekL@health.ok.gov'
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
Please Call Dial-in Number: 1

The Participant Access Code is: 

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:11 PM
To: Frank Stone; 'NicolePJ@health.ok.gov'; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads; 'Buffy.Heater@okhca.org';
'Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org'
Cc: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; 'DerekL@health.ok.gov'
Subject: Re: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
We are securing a new number and will send it out momentarily. I am so sorry.
 
From: Frank Stone 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 01:10 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Prieto Johns, Nicole S. <NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov>; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads;
Buffy Heater <Buffy.Heater@okhca.org>; Cindy Roberts <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> 
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Lieser, Derek G. <DerekL@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT 
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Dropped for 4th time!

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Buffy Heater; Cindy Roberts
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie; Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: RE: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
Thank you!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:32 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Buffy Heater; Cindy Roberts
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie; Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: PPACA Comments [CMS 9989-P] ESTABLISHMENT
 
Please see the attached draft of possible items for comment from Oklahoma on the Exchange
Establishment NPRM from HHS.
 
Respectfully,
Derek Lieser
Nicole Prieto Johns
 
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Project Manager | Oklahoma State Department of Health 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 2:07:16 PM
Attachments: Quick Peek Agreement 12-4-2012.docx

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He is busy working on another story that will air this week, so he will not
make it to our office to review the constituent letters until Friday. 
                                                                                    
Attached is the agreement that we are asking him to sign in order to review the documents.  I plan
on sending this over to him this afternoon.  Please let me know if you have any questions/concerns. 
 
Thanks.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:40 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
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Open Records Agreement  



On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, I, Bob Sands with Oklahoma Educational Television Authority (OETA), requested documents pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act from Governor Mary Fallin’s office. 



I requested all mail, including electronic mail, received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to Medicaid expansion and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (commonly known as “PPACA” or “Obamacare”). 



The Office of the Governor has agreed to prepare the above mentioned correspondence and then allow me to review the correspondence (hereinafter “documents under review”) in the Governor’s office. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “privileged” documents including executive privilege, deliberative process privilege, or attorney-client privilege. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, information contained within some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “confidential” including information related to personal addresses, phone numbers, or electronic mail addresses.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Governor’s office will permit Bob Sands with OETA to review mail received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to PPACA. 



2. Bob Sands’ review of the documents will not prohibit the Governor’s office from subsequently designating some or all of the documents or information contained therein as “privileged” or “confidential”.  



3. Bob Sands’ review of the documents does not constitute a waiver of privilege or confidentiality that may be subsequently asserted by the Governor’s office in connection with the documents under review. 



4. Bob Sands will not create specific notes related to information contained within the documents. 



5. Bob Sands will only create notes related to the general tone and input from the public as a whole regarding this issue. 



6. Bob Sands will not remove any of the documents under review from the premises of the Governor’s office located at 2300 Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 



Oklahoma Educational Television Authority



						By: ______________________________	

						        Bob Sands, Reporter 

2





 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55:07 AM

Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:39:38 AM

We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
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Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:43:30 AM

I will give you a call after PPB to explain. 

Thanks! 
Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:39 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins 
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters 
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
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Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 2:07:00 PM
Attachments: Quick Peek Agreement 12-4-2012.docx

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He is busy working on another story that will air this week, so he will not
make it to our office to review the constituent letters until Friday. 
                                                                                    
Attached is the agreement that we are asking him to sign in order to review the documents.  I plan
on sending this over to him this afternoon.  Please let me know if you have any questions/concerns. 
 
Thanks.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:40 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
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Open Records Agreement  



On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, I, Bob Sands with Oklahoma Educational Television Authority (OETA), requested documents pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act from Governor Mary Fallin’s office. 



I requested all mail, including electronic mail, received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to Medicaid expansion and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (commonly known as “PPACA” or “Obamacare”). 



The Office of the Governor has agreed to prepare the above mentioned correspondence and then allow me to review the correspondence (hereinafter “documents under review”) in the Governor’s office. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “privileged” documents including executive privilege, deliberative process privilege, or attorney-client privilege. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, information contained within some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “confidential” including information related to personal addresses, phone numbers, or electronic mail addresses.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Governor’s office will permit Bob Sands with OETA to review mail received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to PPACA. 



2. Bob Sands’ review of the documents will not prohibit the Governor’s office from subsequently designating some or all of the documents or information contained therein as “privileged” or “confidential”.  



3. Bob Sands’ review of the documents does not constitute a waiver of privilege or confidentiality that may be subsequently asserted by the Governor’s office in connection with the documents under review. 



4. Bob Sands will not create specific notes related to information contained within the documents. 



5. Bob Sands will only create notes related to the general tone and input from the public as a whole regarding this issue. 



6. Bob Sands will not remove any of the documents under review from the premises of the Governor’s office located at 2300 Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 



Oklahoma Educational Television Authority



						By: ______________________________	

						        Bob Sands, Reporter 
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Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 3:16:00 PM

Thanks for sending
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 2:07 PM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
 
I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He is busy working on another story that will air this week, so he will not
make it to our office to review the constituent letters until Friday. 
                                                                                    
Attached is the agreement that we are asking him to sign in order to review the documents.  I plan
on sending this over to him this afternoon.  Please let me know if you have any questions/concerns. 
 
Thanks.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:40 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
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From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 2:07:16 PM
Attachments: Quick Peek Agreement 12-4-2012.docx

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He is busy working on another story that will air this week, so he will not
make it to our office to review the constituent letters until Friday. 
                                                                                    
Attached is the agreement that we are asking him to sign in order to review the documents.  I plan
on sending this over to him this afternoon.  Please let me know if you have any questions/concerns. 
 
Thanks.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:40 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
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Open Records Agreement  



On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, I, Bob Sands with Oklahoma Educational Television Authority (OETA), requested documents pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act from Governor Mary Fallin’s office. 



I requested all mail, including electronic mail, received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to Medicaid expansion and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (commonly known as “PPACA” or “Obamacare”). 



The Office of the Governor has agreed to prepare the above mentioned correspondence and then allow me to review the correspondence (hereinafter “documents under review”) in the Governor’s office. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “privileged” documents including executive privilege, deliberative process privilege, or attorney-client privilege. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, information contained within some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “confidential” including information related to personal addresses, phone numbers, or electronic mail addresses.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Governor’s office will permit Bob Sands with OETA to review mail received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to PPACA. 



2. Bob Sands’ review of the documents will not prohibit the Governor’s office from subsequently designating some or all of the documents or information contained therein as “privileged” or “confidential”.  



3. Bob Sands’ review of the documents does not constitute a waiver of privilege or confidentiality that may be subsequently asserted by the Governor’s office in connection with the documents under review. 



4. Bob Sands will not create specific notes related to information contained within the documents. 



5. Bob Sands will only create notes related to the general tone and input from the public as a whole regarding this issue. 



6. Bob Sands will not remove any of the documents under review from the premises of the Governor’s office located at 2300 Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 



Oklahoma Educational Television Authority



						By: ______________________________	

						        Bob Sands, Reporter 
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Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:46:39 PM

No but McDonnell strongly urged governors not to act on either til after the election 

On Jul 3, 2012, at 15:31, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I have not seen any new news today but as of yesterday Scott Walker (FL) was the only
one in addition to TX and LA (which had both announced prior to the ruling). RGA is
encouraging Governors not to make any public decisions to move forward but to work
quietly in state if need be. I read through all available Governor statements (provided
by the RGA) yesterday and none of them are definitive statements. 

Most govs are awaiting additional guidance from Feds. RGA line is that there are still
too many unanswered questions for states to make educated decisions (which is
accurate of course).

Andrew, did any Governor speak up on the call today saying they will not expand
Medicaid or build an exchange?

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 03:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED 
 
Do you know which govs have said they wont implement the Medicaid expansion, and
which govs have said they wont implement the exchange?  
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 5:05 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I have ATTACHED a memo regarding the Supreme Court ruling on PPACA, major
decision points and a timeline. I have also ATTACHED a number of materials (including
news articles and press statements) in relation to the memo.
 
For your information we have staff level and agency director meetings scheduled for
July 9 and 10 with the Health Dept., OHCA, Insurance Dept. and CIO to walk through
options and next steps. We will keep you posted with regard to any new
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developments.
 
 
Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:07:00 PM

Do you know which govs have said they wont implement the Medicaid expansion, and which govs
have said they wont implement the exchange?  
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 5:05 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I have ATTACHED a memo regarding the Supreme Court ruling on PPACA, major decision points and
a timeline. I have also ATTACHED a number of materials (including news articles and press
statements) in relation to the memo.
 
For your information we have staff level and agency director meetings scheduled for July 9 and 10
with the Health Dept., OHCA, Insurance Dept. and CIO to walk through options and next steps. We
will keep you posted with regard to any new developments.
 
 
Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Press announcement
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:04:00 PM
Attachments: Insurance Exchange Letter from HHS Nov 9.pdf

Okay-no problem!
 
Also, I have attached a letter that we received today from Sebelius extending the deadline to Dec.
14 for State-based Exchange Blueprint applications.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:59 PM
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Re: Press announcement
 
Not right now, but thank you for thinking ahead
 
From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:54 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Press announcement 
 
Katie,
 
Aaron just informed me that he will be sending out a press notices within the afternoon stating that
GMF hasn’t made a decision.  Do we want to forward that to all the members?
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Press Clips 4-13-11
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 9:50:00 AM

Some old stories on here.  On the Internet, things get repeated often so it may appear they are new
stories but you have to look at the date of publication on the story page.
 
Delete these: 
 
Tulsa World – Governor Fallin says insurance exchange critics are misinformed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20110325_16_A1_CUTLIN731449
 
News on 6 – Tulsa protesters don’t want ‘Flallincare’ to replace ‘Obamacare’
http://www.newson6.com/story/14316907/tulsa-protesters-dont-want-fallincare-to-replace-
obamacare?redirected=true
 
Tulsa World – State Board of Education stripped of power
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=504&articleid=20110409_16_A1_CUTLIN289307&allcom=1
 
Business Week – Group’s model bill at heart of SC lawsuit limits
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9MI4FS00.htm
 
AP – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin signs legislation authorizing ‘Most Wanted’ list for delinquent parents
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/08dca812adeb423590c97f6eeb3ed8f5/OK-XGR--Child-
Support-Most-Wanted/
 
 
Add the Senate news clips and then send
 
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 9:20 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Press Clips 4-13-11
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
Tulsa World – Governor Fallin says insurance exchange critics are misinformed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20110325_16_A1_CUTLIN731449
 
News on 6 – Tulsa protesters don’t want ‘Flallincare’ to replace ‘Obamacare’
http://www.newson6.com/story/14316907/tulsa-protesters-dont-want-fallincare-to-replace-
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obamacare?redirected=true
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor signs bill eliminating ‘trial de novo’
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-signs-bill-eliminating-trial-de-novo-for-
teachers/article/3557877
 
Broken Arrow Ledger – Governor signs education reform bill allowing under-performing teachers to
be dismissed without legal appeals process
http://baledger.com/news/article_bcb3abca-654a-11e0-89b1-001cc4c002e0.html
 
Tulsa World – Fallin signs bill to eliminate teachers’ right to appeal firing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20110413_16_A5_OKLAHO780113
 
Canadian Business Online… AP – Oklahoma bill adds reasons teachers can be fired, including
dishonesty, insubordination
http://www.canadianbusiness.com/markets/market_news/article.jsp?content=D9MIP6500
 
AP – Okla. Bill expands reasons teachers can be fired
http://moneywatch.bnet.com/economic-news/news/okla-bill-expands-reasons-teachers-can-be-
fired/6216535/
 
Alva Review Courier… AP – Bill adds to list of reasons teachers can be fired
http://news.mywebpal.com/news_tool_v2.cfm?
show=localnews&pnpID=348&NewsID=998353&CategoryID=20365&on=1
 
Edmond Sun… Opinion – Bold reforms will transform state’s education system
http://www.edmondsun.com/opinion/x1278096156/Bold-reforms-will-transform-states-education-
system
 
Tulsa World – State Board of Education stripped of power
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=504&articleid=20110409_16_A1_CUTLIN289307&allcom=1
 
The State Column – Gov. Mary Fallin reappoints Joe Hall to board of Regents
http://www.thestatecolumn.com/state_politics/oklahoma/gov-mary-fallin-reappoints-joe-hall-to-
board-of-regents/
 

AP – Fallin reappoints Joe Hall to OSU/A&M regents board; to serve 2nd term
http://www.greenfieldreporter.com/view/story/3a6fe67b0d914dd8b7cc6eca99cf4cf1/OK--OSU-
Regents-Hall/
 
 
Gov. Fallin appoints Guthrie dairy operator to Oklahoma regents board
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http://www.kfor.com/news/sns-ap-ok--fallin-regentsappointment,0,4986971.story
 
 
KJRH Channel 2, Tulsa – Attorney General will review accusations against Tulsa Mayor Dewey
Bartlett
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/ag-will-review-accusations-against-tulsa-mayor-
dewey-bartlett
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s legendary National Guard unit honored
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20110413_16_A5_ULNSoM642103#
 

The Oklahoman – Oklahoma legislators salute national guard’s 45th infantry brigade combat team
http://newsok.com/state-legislators-salute-the-45th/article/3557963
 

AP – Oklahoma lawmakers honor 45th infantry division as 3,300 soldiers prepare to deploy to
Afghanistan
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/9c4176aadd5046b8a9309b14d565c018/OK-XGR--45th-
Infantry-Honored/
 
News on 6… AP – Lawmakers Honor Oklahoma Soldiers set to deploy
http://www.newson6.com/story/14432496/lawmakers
 
The Oklahoman – Senate sheds lawmaker gun privilege clause
http://newsok.com/senate-sheds-lawmaker-gun-privilege-clause/article/3557897
 
Tulsa World… AP – Senate removes Oklahoma lawmakers from gun law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20110412_336_0_OKLAHO831806
 
 
 
AP – Oklahoma policy institute offers revenue options for protecting public services in state
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/0acb749453e7494db5660afebfbae7d1/OK--State-Budget-
Revenue-Options/
 
Business Week – Group’s model bill at heart of SC lawsuit limits
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9MI4FS00.htm
 
 
AP – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin signs legislation authorizing ‘Most Wanted’ list for delinquent parents
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/08dca812adeb423590c97f6eeb3ed8f5/OK-XGR--Child-
Support-Most-Wanted/
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma house speaker gets taste of rightmost wing
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-gets-taste-of-rightmost-wing/article/3557781
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 

38169

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-gets-taste-of-rightmost-wing/article/3557781


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Press Clips 4-18-11
Date: Monday, April 18, 2011 9:46:00 AM

Make sure the AP stories aren’t duplicates. Sometimes one AP story will be published on 10 different news sites.  If
that’s the case, only need to include it once on the clips.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2011 9:44 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Press Clips 4-18-11
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
AP – Oklahoma  Governor Fallin Rejects Federal Grant for Health Insurance Exchange
http://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/health-care/7150-okla-gov-fallin-rejects-federal-grant-for-state-health-
insurance-exchange
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Health Exchange Issue Bruised, not beaten
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110417_16_A21_CUTLIN650211&rss_lnk=11
 
CBS News – Oklahoma Turns Down $54M for Health Care Reforms
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-20054320-503544.html
 
Tulsa World – Fallin’s Flip-Flop on Federal Grant Will Embolden Far Right
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110418_61_A9_GovMar205660
 
The Oklahoma Daily… Opinion – Budget Plan will Destroy Medicare
http://oudaily.com/news/2011/apr/18/letter-editor-budget-plan-will-destroy-medicare/
 
KTUL Tulsa – Governor Mary Fallin’s First Veto
http://www.ktul.com/story/14457771/governor-mary-fallins-first-veto
 
News Channel 10 – Oklahoma Governor Vetoes First Bill of Legislative Session
 http://www.newschannel10.com/Global/story.asp?S=14457090
 
KFOR – Fallin Vetoes First Bill of Oklahoman’s Legislative Session on Increasing Competitive Bid Cap
http://www.kfor.com/news/sns-ap-ok--fallin-firstveto,0,1263704.story
 
Tulsa World – Governor Fallin Issues her First Veto
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110416_16_A12_CUTLIN401855&rss_lnk=11
 
AP – Fallin Vetoes First Bill of Legislative Session
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20110415_336_0_OKLAHO331262&rss_lnk=5
 
KXII.com News 12 - Oklahoma Governor visits Tushka
http://www.kxii.com/home/headlines/Oklahoma_governor_visits_Tushka_119987889.html
 
KOCO 5 – Oklahoma Governor Tours Tornado-Damaged Town
http://www.koco.com/news/27571197/detail.html
 
KOAMTV News 7 – Governor Visits Tushka to Survey Tornado Damage
http://www.koamtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=14459885
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AP – 241 Tornadoes Leave Trail of Tragedy Across US
http://www.mb.com.ph/articles/314630/241-tornadoes-leave-trail-tragedy-across-uspeoples
 
AP – US Storm Tolls Rise to 16
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/ipad/us-storm-toll-rises-to-16/story-fn6s850w-1226040343502
 
KTUL – Governor Declares State of Emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/14456765/governo
 
AP- 7 Killed in Alabama Storms, Bringing US Toll to 16
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2011/apr/16/7-killed-ala-storms-bringing-us-toll-16/
 
Woodward News – Wind Wreaks Havoc around Woodward
http://woodwardnews.net/local/x1540198409/Wind-wreaks-havoc-around-Woodward
 
KOCO 5 – Fallin Postpones Tour of Tornado-Ravaged Area
http://www.koco.com/mostpopular/27558395/detail.html
 
AP… WUSA9 – Powerful Spring Storms kill nine in Arkansas, Oklahoma
http://www.wusa9.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=147061
 
FOX 40 – Death Count Rises as Storms Rip through North Carolina
http://www.fox40.com/news/nationworld/la-na-tornadoes-20110417,0,128833.story
 
AP - Death Toll from Severe Storms in Deep South Raises to 17
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20110416/NEWS/304160050/1008/news/Death-toll-from-severe-storms-
Deep-South-rises-17?odyssey=mod_sectionstories
 
AP – Fallin Says Power, School are Priorities in Tushka
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700127777/Fallin-says-power-school-are-priorities-in-Tushka.html
 
AP – Official: Tornado Kills three Family Members in Central Alabama; three State Death toll now 13
http://www.startribune.com/nation/119906159.html
 
AP…News Channel 10 – Governor Due in Tushka to Survey Tornado Damage
http://www.newschannel10.com/Global/story.asp?S=14459161
 
FOX 23 – Oklahoma Governor Reschedules Tour of Tornado –Ravaged Area
 http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Okla-Governor-Reschedules-Tour-Of-Tornado-
Ravaged/Xfu_ObbyS0GLJDDJT03KDg.cspx
 
KTUL Tulsa – Governor Cancels Tour of Tornado-Ravaged Atoka County
http://www.ktul.com/story/14453739/governor-to-tour-tornado-ravaged-atoka-county
 
Tulsa World… AP – Oklahoma Governor Cancels Tour of Tornado Damage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110415_12_0_hrimgs797265&rss_lnk=12
 
AP – Sarah Palin Praised by Governor Mary Fallin
http://www.thestatecolumn.com/state_politics/oklahoma/sarah-palin-praised-by-gov-mary-fallin/
 
The Oklahoman – Former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin Urges Women to Live Lives of Faith, Joy and Purpose
http://newsok.com/palin-urges-women-to-live-with-faith-joy-purpose/article/3559054
 
AP – Sarah Plain: ‘Haters are Going to Hate, so You Might as Well Dance’
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http://news.gather.com/viewArticle.action?articleId=281474979236259
 
Tulsa World – Fallin Plans to be Involved in Finding New GRDA CEO
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110418_16_A1_GvayFl270298
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House will focus on Redrawing Legislative Districts
http://newsok.com/house-is-redrawing-legislative-districts/article/3558570
 
The Oklahoman – Congressional Redistricting Plan Wins Initial Approval from Oklahoma House Committee
http://newsok.com/congressional-redistricting-plan-wins-initial-approval-from-oklahoma-house-
committee/article/3558538
 
Tulsa World – Senate Panel Confirms Oklahoma Governor’s Nominations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20110328_12_0_OKLAHO948495
 
Tulsa World – Some Want ‘Closing Fund’ for luring business to Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110417_16_A17_Inecon643615
 
FOX 4 KC – Graduating to Fourth Grade Likely to Get Harder in Oklahoma
http://www.fox4kc.com/news/nationworld/sns-rt-usreport-us-readingtre73d8tf-20110414,0,7476837.story
 
AP – Graduating to Fourth Grade Likely to get Harder in Oklahoma
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/04/14/us-reading-oklahoma-idUSTRE73D8TF20110414?
feedType=RSS&feedName=domesticNews&ca=moto
 
AP… Washington Examiner – Morning Examiner: The Audacity of Hypocrisy
http://washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-confidential/2011/04/morning-examiner-audacity-hypocrisy
 
The Oklahoman - Fallin Correct in Disbanding Ethnic Advisory Council
http://newsok.com/fallin-correct-in-disbanding-ethnic-advisory-council/article/3558836
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma US Rep. Dan Boren Visits Iraq with Boehner
http://newsok.com/article/3559490
 
News 9 – Wildfires Burn Thousands of Acres in South Central Oklahoma
http://www.news9.com/story/14462214/wildfires-raging-across-central-oklahoma?redirected=true
 
AP – South Carolina’s Week of Legislative Action
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/news/ap/politics/2011/Apr/15/south_carolina_s_week_of_legislative_action.html

AP – Oklahoma Lawmakers Designate 2nd Amendment Day
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/news/ap/politics/2011/Apr/15/okla_lawmakers_designate_2nd_amendment_day.html
Duncan Banner – Sykes, Johnson Give Capitol Update at Legislative Breakfast
http://duncanbanner.com/local/x325992927/Sykes-Johnson-give-Capitol-update-at-legislative-breakfast
 
KSWO News 7 Lawton – Former Fort Sill Major General Appointed State Regent
http://www.kswo.com/story/14411667/former-lawton-general-appointed-state-regent
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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http://www.realclearpolitics.com/news/ap/politics/2011/Apr/15/south_carolina_s_week_of_legislative_action.html
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/news/ap/politics/2011/Apr/15/okla_lawmakers_designate_2nd_amendment_day.html
http://duncanbanner.com/local/x325992927/Sykes-Johnson-give-Capitol-update-at-legislative-breakfast
http://www.kswo.com/story/14411667/former-lawton-general-appointed-state-regent


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: RE: Press clips
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:26:00 AM

From yesterday
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Norman Transcript – County budget board tightens purse strings
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1796676096/County-budget-board-tightens-purse-
strings
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma earns C+ for openness of government spending data online
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120317_11_A17_Thesta353998
 
The Oklahoman… opinion – Encouraging lauding steps to reduce cancer risks
http://newsok.com/encouraging-lauding-steps-to-reduce-cancer-risks/article/3658278
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma treasurer urges caution in cutting state’s personal income tax
rate
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-treasurer-urges-caution-in-cutting-states-personal-income-tax-
rate/article/3658712
 
The Oklahoman – University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center has new education center
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-health-sciences-center-has-new-education-
center/article/3658198
 
Tulsa World… opinion – Un-parallel universes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120318_214_G1_Lastfa371371
 
Tulsa World – Capitol reporting progress report: A look at bills moving through the
Legislature
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hHouse343580
 
The Norman Transcript – Better student retention will help graduation rate
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1796676327/Better-student-retention-will-help-
graduation-rate
 
Associated Press – Okla. lawmakers pass key legislative deadline
http://www.postcrescent.com/usatoday/article/38831965?
odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cs
 
Edmond Sun – Gov. Fallin announces appointments
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1511618092/Gov-Fallin-announces-appointments
 
Enid News & Eagle – Local man helps build a chapel
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http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284941465/Local-man-helps-build-a-chapel
 
Enid News & Eagle – No tax agreement yet
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284941448/No-tax-agreement-yet
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Agreements allow DHS children’s shelter in Oklahoma City to remain
open
http://newsok.com/feed/agreements-allow-dhs-childrens-shelter-in-oklahoma-city-to-remain-
open/article/3658920?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Devon Energy Center ushers in new prominence for Oklahoma City as an
energy hub
http://newsok.com/devon-energy-center-ushers-in-new-prominence-for-oklahoma-city-as-
an-energy-hub/article/3658623?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – The Oklahoman launches Oklahoma.com website
http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-launches-oklahoman.com-website/article/3658885?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – GOP needs Romeny at the wheelhouse if it wants to win in November
http://newsok.com/gop-needs-romney-at-the-wheelhouse-if-it-wants-to-win-in-
november/article/3658264?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Mixing politics, pulpit hardly unusual in Oklahoma or elsewhere
http://newsok.com/mixing-politics-pulpit-hardly-unusual-in-oklahoma-or-
elsewhere/article/3658262?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Strategies are needed to fight Oklahoma’s addiction nightmare
http://newsok.com/strategies-are-needed-to-fight-oklahomas-addiction-
nightmare/article/3658261?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: Oklahoma lawmakers disconnect young driver phone
measure
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-lawmakers-disconnect-young-driver-phone-
measure/article/3658256?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Gas wars
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-gas-wars/article/feed/361304
 
The Oklahoman – Romney’s Puerto Rico landslide
http://newsok.com/romneys-puerto-rico-landslide/article/feed/361209
 
The Oklahoman – Video: Romney highlights Drudge Report with iPad
http://newsok.com/video-romney-highlights-drudge-report-with-ipad/article/feed/361292
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The Oklahoman – Obamas attend church that supports HHS mandate
http://newsok.com/obamas-attend-church-that-supports-hhs-mandate/article/feed/361193
 
The Oklahoman – SCOTUS approval hits low before Obamacare hearing
http://newsok.com/scotus-approval-hits-low-before-obamacare-hearing/article/feed/361176
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn hopes Supreme Court will limit Congress’
reach under the Constitution
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-hopes-supreme-court-will-limit-congress-
reach-under-the-constitution/article/3658642
 
Tulsa World – In practice, Oklahoma is not as open as advertised, despite passing Open
Records Act in 1985
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_11_A1_Thesta535452
 
Tulsa World – More states join Oklahoma in delaying action on health insurance exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221
 
Tulsa World – Confident Romney calls for unity, looks to Illinois
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120319_688_0_VERNON189592
 
Tulsa World – Cushing terminal sees building boom as drilling hits record levels
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120318_49_E1_CUTLIN592919
 
Tulsa World – History of Cushing’s oil hub includes 100 years of growth
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120318_49_E5_CUTLIN358616
 
Tulsa World – Ambassador defends Karzai’s remarks against U.S.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120319_13_A13_CUTLIN759526
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma casinos keep slot machine payout data private
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155
 
Tulsa World – Secrecy pervades history of Oklahoma government
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Tesaes946722
 
Tulsa World – Public meetings set for Tulsa’s small area plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Santorum head to Ill., next battleground
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A14_CUTLIN208481
 
Tulsa World – Santorum has long-shot strategy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A14_CUTLIN317862
 
The Journal Record – Exec: Consolidation makes sense for banks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-consolidation-makes-sense-for-banks-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Complexes to be sold at sheriff’s sale
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/complexes-to-be-sold-at-sheriff%e2%80%99s-sale-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – 100 – year-old Wheeler No. 1 still producing Oklahoma crude
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/100-year-old-wheeler-no-1-still-producing-oklahoma-
crude-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Market to determine extent of meat controversy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/experts-market-to-determine-extent-of-meat-
controversy-effect-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Exec: Pig ranchers worried about Sardis fight
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-law/
 
The Journal Record – Sears: Tax reform work in progress
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/sears-tax-reform-work-in-progress-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Sunshine measure not heard
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/sunshine-measure-not-heard-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Nixon vetoes discriminations, workers’ comp bills
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/nixon-vetoes-discrimination-workers%e2%80%99-
comp-bills-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – popular small business bill hits Senate obstacles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/popular-small-business-bill-hits-senate-obstacles-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – First big piece of ‘Electric Highway gets juice
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/first-big-piece-of-%e2%80%98electric-
highway%e2%80%99-gets-juice-general-news/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Claremore manufacturer receives Oklahoma state agency's inaugural entrepreneurial

award 

http://newsok.com/claremore-manufacturer-receives-oklahoma-state-agencys-inaugural-

entrepreneurial-award/article/3658444#ixzz1pZQ5zvGI
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The Oklahoman expands energy company coverage; adds two writers 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-expands-energy-company-coverage-adds-two-

writers/article/3658359#ixzz1pZRDtiPF

 

Oklahoma City to consider shared bicycle program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-consider-shared-bicycle-program/article/3658323

 

Suicides prompt summit in Edmond

http://newsok.com/suicides-prompt-summit-in-edmond/article/3658296

 

Feelings toward Israel affecting Nov election?

http://newsok.com/feelings-toward-israel-affecting-nov-election/article/feed/360860

 

Two Democratic presidential candidates won't get Oklahoma delegates to national

convention 

http://newsok.com/two-democratic-presidential-candidates-wont-get-oklahoma-delegates-

to-national-convention/article/3658461#ixzz1pZS5uBRb

 

President Barack Obama to visit Oklahoma next week 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-visit-oklahoma-next-

week/article/3658200#ixzz1pZSNHjNs

 

Edmond statistics on suicides, attempts so far in 2012 
http://newsok.com/edmond-statistics-on-suicides-attempts-so-far-in-

2012/article/3658297#ixzz1pZTlI6Yo

US gov't sells $225B in mortgage-backed securities

http://newsok.com/us-govt-sells-225b-in-mortgage-backed-securities/article/feed/361334

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans 

http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/361267#ixzz1pZULUnJn

Obama to Congress: Kill oil industry's tax breaks 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-congress-kill-oil-industrys-tax-

breaks/article/feed/360786#ixzz1pZVDZ8lK

Higher gasoline prices threaten economy if they persist 

http://newsok.com/higher-gasoline-prices-threaten-economy-if-they-

persist/article/3658365#ixzz1pZVgJhzj

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Capitol Notebook: Workers comp bills advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_bWorke567707

 

Coburn urges high court to limit Congress' powers
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A26_CUTLIN150653

 

Public meetings set for Tulsa's Small Area Plans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160

 

Guardsmen return home a day early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A1_CUTLIN806183

 

ABLE officers patrol St. Patrick's Day revelry in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Don Armes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914

 

State's mental health and substance abuse problems remain unaddressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120319_61_A7_CUTLIN729154

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Miranda Shaunessy 
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:27 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Press clips
 
You can send them over whenever you’re ready!
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: RE: Press clips
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 10:22:00 AM

If you have time
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Miranda Shaunessy 
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:54 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Press clips
 
Do you need me to do both of them?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:26 AM
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: RE: Press clips
 
From yesterday
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Norman Transcript – County budget board tightens purse strings
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1796676096/County-budget-board-tightens-purse-
strings
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma earns C+ for openness of government spending data online
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120317_11_A17_Thesta353998
 
The Oklahoman… opinion – Encouraging lauding steps to reduce cancer risks
http://newsok.com/encouraging-lauding-steps-to-reduce-cancer-risks/article/3658278
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma treasurer urges caution in cutting state’s personal income tax
rate
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-treasurer-urges-caution-in-cutting-states-personal-income-tax-
rate/article/3658712
 
The Oklahoman – University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center has new education center
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-health-sciences-center-has-new-education-
center/article/3658198
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Tulsa World… opinion – Un-parallel universes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120318_214_G1_Lastfa371371
 
Tulsa World – Capitol reporting progress report: A look at bills moving through the
Legislature
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hHouse343580
 
The Norman Transcript – Better student retention will help graduation rate
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1796676327/Better-student-retention-will-help-
graduation-rate
 
Associated Press – Okla. lawmakers pass key legislative deadline
http://www.postcrescent.com/usatoday/article/38831965?
odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cs
 
Edmond Sun – Gov. Fallin announces appointments
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1511618092/Gov-Fallin-announces-appointments
 
Enid News & Eagle – Local man helps build a chapel
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284941465/Local-man-helps-build-a-chapel
 
Enid News & Eagle – No tax agreement yet
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284941448/No-tax-agreement-yet
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Agreements allow DHS children’s shelter in Oklahoma City to remain
open
http://newsok.com/feed/agreements-allow-dhs-childrens-shelter-in-oklahoma-city-to-remain-
open/article/3658920?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Devon Energy Center ushers in new prominence for Oklahoma City as an
energy hub
http://newsok.com/devon-energy-center-ushers-in-new-prominence-for-oklahoma-city-as-
an-energy-hub/article/3658623?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – The Oklahoman launches Oklahoma.com website
http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-launches-oklahoman.com-website/article/3658885?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – GOP needs Romeny at the wheelhouse if it wants to win in November
http://newsok.com/gop-needs-romney-at-the-wheelhouse-if-it-wants-to-win-in-
november/article/3658264?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Mixing politics, pulpit hardly unusual in Oklahoma or elsewhere
http://newsok.com/mixing-politics-pulpit-hardly-unusual-in-oklahoma-or-
elsewhere/article/3658262?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Strategies are needed to fight Oklahoma’s addiction nightmare
http://newsok.com/strategies-are-needed-to-fight-oklahomas-addiction-
nightmare/article/3658261?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: Oklahoma lawmakers disconnect young driver phone
measure
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-lawmakers-disconnect-young-driver-phone-
measure/article/3658256?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Gas wars
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-gas-wars/article/feed/361304
 
The Oklahoman – Romney’s Puerto Rico landslide
http://newsok.com/romneys-puerto-rico-landslide/article/feed/361209
 
The Oklahoman – Video: Romney highlights Drudge Report with iPad
http://newsok.com/video-romney-highlights-drudge-report-with-ipad/article/feed/361292
 
The Oklahoman – Obamas attend church that supports HHS mandate
http://newsok.com/obamas-attend-church-that-supports-hhs-mandate/article/feed/361193
 
The Oklahoman – SCOTUS approval hits low before Obamacare hearing
http://newsok.com/scotus-approval-hits-low-before-obamacare-hearing/article/feed/361176
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn hopes Supreme Court will limit Congress’
reach under the Constitution
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-hopes-supreme-court-will-limit-congress-
reach-under-the-constitution/article/3658642
 
Tulsa World – In practice, Oklahoma is not as open as advertised, despite passing Open
Records Act in 1985
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_11_A1_Thesta535452
 
Tulsa World – More states join Oklahoma in delaying action on health insurance exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221
 
Tulsa World – Confident Romney calls for unity, looks to Illinois
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120319_688_0_VERNON189592
 
Tulsa World – Cushing terminal sees building boom as drilling hits record levels
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120318_49_E1_CUTLIN592919
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Tulsa World – History of Cushing’s oil hub includes 100 years of growth
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120318_49_E5_CUTLIN358616
 
Tulsa World – Ambassador defends Karzai’s remarks against U.S.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120319_13_A13_CUTLIN759526
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma casinos keep slot machine payout data private
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155
 
Tulsa World – Secrecy pervades history of Oklahoma government
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Tesaes946722
 
Tulsa World – Public meetings set for Tulsa’s small area plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Santorum head to Ill., next battleground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A14_CUTLIN208481
 
Tulsa World – Santorum has long-shot strategy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A14_CUTLIN317862
 
The Journal Record – Exec: Consolidation makes sense for banks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-consolidation-makes-sense-for-banks-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Complexes to be sold at sheriff’s sale
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/complexes-to-be-sold-at-sheriff%e2%80%99s-sale-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – 100 – year-old Wheeler No. 1 still producing Oklahoma crude
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/100-year-old-wheeler-no-1-still-producing-oklahoma-
crude-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Market to determine extent of meat controversy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/experts-market-to-determine-extent-of-meat-
controversy-effect-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Exec: Pig ranchers worried about Sardis fight
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-law/
 
The Journal Record – Sears: Tax reform work in progress
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/sears-tax-reform-work-in-progress-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Sunshine measure not heard
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/sunshine-measure-not-heard-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Nixon vetoes discriminations, workers’ comp bills
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/nixon-vetoes-discrimination-workers%e2%80%99-
comp-bills-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – popular small business bill hits Senate obstacles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/popular-small-business-bill-hits-senate-obstacles-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – First big piece of ‘Electric Highway gets juice
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/first-big-piece-of-%e2%80%98electric-
highway%e2%80%99-gets-juice-general-news/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Claremore manufacturer receives Oklahoma state agency's inaugural entrepreneurial

award 

http://newsok.com/claremore-manufacturer-receives-oklahoma-state-agencys-inaugural-

entrepreneurial-award/article/3658444#ixzz1pZQ5zvGI

The Oklahoman expands energy company coverage; adds two writers 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-expands-energy-company-coverage-adds-two-

writers/article/3658359#ixzz1pZRDtiPF

 

Oklahoma City to consider shared bicycle program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-consider-shared-bicycle-program/article/3658323

 

Suicides prompt summit in Edmond

http://newsok.com/suicides-prompt-summit-in-edmond/article/3658296

 

Feelings toward Israel affecting Nov election?

http://newsok.com/feelings-toward-israel-affecting-nov-election/article/feed/360860

 

Two Democratic presidential candidates won't get Oklahoma delegates to national

convention 

http://newsok.com/two-democratic-presidential-candidates-wont-get-oklahoma-delegates-

to-national-convention/article/3658461#ixzz1pZS5uBRb

 

President Barack Obama to visit Oklahoma next week 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-visit-oklahoma-next-

week/article/3658200#ixzz1pZSNHjNs

 

Edmond statistics on suicides, attempts so far in 2012 
http://newsok.com/edmond-statistics-on-suicides-attempts-so-far-in-

2012/article/3658297#ixzz1pZTlI6Yo

US gov't sells $225B in mortgage-backed securities

http://newsok.com/us-govt-sells-225b-in-mortgage-backed-securities/article/feed/361334
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How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans 

http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/361267#ixzz1pZULUnJn

Obama to Congress: Kill oil industry's tax breaks 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-congress-kill-oil-industrys-tax-

breaks/article/feed/360786#ixzz1pZVDZ8lK

Higher gasoline prices threaten economy if they persist 

http://newsok.com/higher-gasoline-prices-threaten-economy-if-they-

persist/article/3658365#ixzz1pZVgJhzj

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Capitol Notebook: Workers comp bills advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_bWorke567707

 

Coburn urges high court to limit Congress' powers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A26_CUTLIN150653

 

Public meetings set for Tulsa's Small Area Plans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160

 

Guardsmen return home a day early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A1_CUTLIN806183

 

ABLE officers patrol St. Patrick's Day revelry in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Don Armes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914

 

State's mental health and substance abuse problems remain unaddressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120319_61_A7_CUTLIN729154

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Miranda Shaunessy 
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:27 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Press clips
 
You can send them over whenever you’re ready!
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Katie Shelton
Subject: RE: Press clips?
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 1:07:00 PM

Thanks!
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – Governor addresses Oklahoma Guardsmen at homecoming event
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x2145426240/Governor-addresses-Oklahoma-
Guardsmen-at-homecoming-event
 
The Oklahoman – Low natural gas prices concern Oklahoma’s governor, state treasurer
http://newsok.com/low-natural-gas-prices-concern-oklahomas-governor-state-
treasurer/article/3650077
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-farm-bureau-head-in-tax-talk-dont-forget-
agriculture/article/3649855
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s regional universities working to meet governor’s challenge
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-
challenge/article/3649854
 
The Journal Record – Morgan: State faces challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/morgan-state-faces-challenges-opinion/
 
Tulsa World – 30 more soldiers from 45th return from Afghanistan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=511&articleid=20120218_16_A12_CUTLIN217961
 
Associated Press – Okla. tax plan cuts $888 million in deductions, exemptions
http://www.thetowntalk.com/article/20120218/NEWS/120218006/Okla-tax-plan-cuts-888-
million-deductions-exemptions?odyssey=nav%7Chead
 
Associated Press – Okla. deductions and exemptions to be eliminated
http://www.newson6.com/story/16964173/okla-deductions-and-exemptions-to-be-eliminated
 
The Journal Record – Fallin talks workers’ comp, taxes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/fallin-talks-workers%E2%80%99-comp-taxes-capitol/
 
Enid News & Eagle – Woodward welcomes Siemens Energy
http://enidnews.com/state/x471170395/Woodward-welcomes-Siemens-Energy
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Tax – cut train on fast track in Oklahoma legislature
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-train-on-fast-track-in-oklahoma-legislature/article/3649857
 
Tulsa World – Returning troops get job help through a Guard program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283
 
Tulsa World – State running low on execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052
 
Tulsa World – Sunday morning quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_hGovMa451315
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – GOP presidential candidate to stop in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/gop-presidential-candidate-to-stop-in-oklahoma/article/3650662
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Randy Terrell plans run for Cleveland County
commissioner
http://newsok.com/rep.-randy-terrill-plans-run-for-cleveland-county-
commissioner/article/3650552
 
The Oklahoman – Business briefs
http://newsok.com/business-briefs/article/3650223?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state’s film industry
http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-
industry/article/3649998?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-
oklahoma/article/3649860?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Tax – cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-train-on-fast-track-in-oklahoma-legislature/article/3649857?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways
than one
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-water-rights-lawsuit-may-be-costly-in-more-ways-than-
one/article/3649856?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Flunking grade in science won’t work for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/flunking-grade-in-science-wont-work-for-oklahoma/article/3649565?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Can U.S. grow without even more debt?
http://newsok.com/can-u.s.-grow-without-even-more-debt/article/feed/350135
 
The Oklahoman – Ron Paul wins Washington County, but not Maine
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http://newsok.com/ron-paul-wins-washington-county-but-not-maine/article/feed/349974
 
The Oklahoman – Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session
http://newsok.com/bottle-deposit-bill-tapped-out-for-this-session/article/3650098
 
The Oklahoman – Two Oklahoma landslide legislative victories give Democrats hope
http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-landslide-legislative-victories-give-democrats-
hope/article/3650095
 
The Oklahoman – Amid new controversy, how Dems will hit Santorum
http://newsok.com/amid-new-controversy-how-dems-will-hit-santorum/article/feed/350160
 
The Oklahoman – DNC unveils ‘Urban Unity’ poster for convention
http://newsok.com/dnc-unveils-urban-unity-poster-for-convention/article/feed/349708
 
The Oklahoman – Distorting Romney’s words
http://newsok.com/distorting-romneys-words/article/feed/349617
 
The Oklahoman – Fake letters not connected to The Oklahoman reporter
http://newsok.com/fake-letters-not-connected-to-the-oklahoman-reporter/article/3649989
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s use of shelters for displaced children disputed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001
 
Tulsa World – Dropout rate expected to rise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858
 
Tulsa World – Manufacturing driving economy forward with hiring, production
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120219_461_E2_CUTLIN275717
 
Tulsa World – New-home permits in Tulsa show four – year decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
 
Tulsa World – GOP contenders face 13 – state test after brief lull
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725
 
Tulsa World – Doctors groups may shift debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667
 
Tulsa World – Gingrich: Attack ads turning off voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CMIGae758658
 
Tulsa World – Capitol bomb plot arrest capped year long probe
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047
 
Tulsa World – House update
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468
 
Tulsa World – Senate update
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Notebook: Fitness center funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526
 
Tulsa World – Obama campaign targets Santorum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_13_A17_WSIGOo665965
 
Tulsa World – Rick Santorum questions Obama’s Christian values
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556
 
Tulsa World – State Senate Passes ‘Personhood Bill’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542
 
Tulsa World – Polls shows state Republicans favor Santorum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa chamber members, mayor to attend Houston oil and gas expo
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/tulsa-chamber-members-mayor-to-attend-houston-oil-
and-gas-expo-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Bill could limit access to pseudoephedrine
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/16/bill-could-limit-access-to-pseudoephedrine/
 
The Journal Record – States attack ‘Obamacare’ with birth control bills
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/states-attack-%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-
with-birth-control-bills-health-care/
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/tulsa-chamber-members-mayor-to-attend-houston-oil-and-gas-expo-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/16/bill-could-limit-access-to-pseudoephedrine/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/states-attack-%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-with-birth-control-bills-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/states-attack-%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-with-birth-control-bills-health-care/


The Journal Record – Deals trims maximum jobless benefits to 73 weeks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/deal-trims-maximum-jobless-benefits-to-73-weeks-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Consumer prices up as gas, clothing costs rise
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/consumer-prices-up-as-gas-clothing-costs-rise-general-
news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Katie Shelton 
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2012 1:05 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Press clips?
 
Do you have press clips for me to print today? Not to rush you, just don’t have anything to do at the
moment. -Katie
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: press release
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 12:03:00 PM

yes
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 12:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: press release
 
To everyone?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 12:02 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: press release
 
Can one of you guys pls send this out asap
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
 
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
 
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: "PamelaW@health.ok.gov"
Cc: "Leslea@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:10:30 PM

Thanks. I am in a meeting now but will plan to call today 
 
From: Williams, Pamela K. [mailto:PamelaW@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 01:59 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Bennet-Webb, Leslea <Leslea@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion 
 
Please add to your call list:   Chris Court/ KRMG, Tulsa (918-493-7111) – in response to the news release below and he is asking to
explain why the PPACA matters to Oklahomans and what does the  Governor’s action mean to Oklahomans?

From: Governor Fallin Press [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
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“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:14:00 PM

I guess it depends on the question. if it’s “tell me again why we are not pursuing a state based exchange” then I will take it.

If its about the contents of that letter and technical in nature then it would make sense for you to field them, but I would like to be
in the loop.

Thanks for all your help on this.

 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

Alex, if questions come in as a result of my name being on the Sebelius letter, would you like me to take them, or send them to
you?  I’m o.k. with either.  tc

 

From: Governor Fallin Press [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
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“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private Enterprise

Network
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:58:10 PM

Word. Haven't heard from him in a long time

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:55 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: PRESS RELEASE:  State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network

That I wouldn't mind not answering

----- Original Message -----
From: Andrew Speno [mailto:aspeno@sbgnet.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:53 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE:  State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network

How much will it cost and where will Oklahoma get the money??

Thanks...

Andrew Speno

On 4/14/2011 1:04 PM, Governor Fallin Press wrote:
> *OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN*
>
> MEDIA CONTACTS:
>
> Alex Weintz, Communications Director
>
> Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov <mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
>
> (405) 522-8819
>
> Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary
>
> Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov <mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
>
> (405) 522-8878
>
> Oklahoma Seal.jpg
>
> ------------------------------------------------------------------------
>
> FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
>
> April 14, 2011
>
> *State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private
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> Enterprise Network*
>
> OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in
> announcing that Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private
> Enterprise Network to prevent the establishment of a federal health care
> exchange in Oklahoma.
>
> Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by
> some by adding specific safeguards into the legislation that will
> prevent the implementation of a federal health care exchange while
> creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network. The Health
> Insurance Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the
> conservative Heritage Foundation and legislation passed by the Oklahoma
> Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable, private,
> portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that
> offers choice and competition to consumers. The network will be governed
> by a board consisting of a majority of members from the private sector
> and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner. The network will be funded
> through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
> million Early Innovator Grant.
>
> *Governor Mary Fallin*: “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that
> accomplishes my goal from the very beginning: stopping the
> implementation of the president’s federal health care exchange in
> Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
> safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care
> exchange while definitively laying out the framework for a free
> market-based network that will empower consumers by providing a place
> for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable,
> quality health insurance plans.”
>
> *House Speaker Kris Steele*: “Health care coverage is not a
> one-size-fits-all issue. We need to make all options available to the
> people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information necessary
> to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool
> intended to help people identify a health plan that best fits their
> individual needs.”
>
> *Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman*: “This private enterprise
> network not only offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying
> insurance, it will serve as a defensive strategy that protects Oklahoma
> from the federal health care law. This is Oklahoma’s solution and
> federalism at work. Our plan is based on the principals of the free
> market; it will not limit participation, it will increase competition
> among private plans and offer consumers the ability to shop for their
> best option.”
>
> ###
>
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Aaron Cooper
To: Sarah Kliff
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 1:27:00 PM

Without. 

 

From: Sarah Kliff [mailto:skliff@politico.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 1:23 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private
Enterprise Network
 

Thanks! Just to be clear - is this being funded w your early innovator grant?

From: Aaron Cooper 
To: Sarah Kliff 
Sent: Thu Apr 14 14:19:28 2011
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private
Enterprise Network
FYI

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 1:05 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private
Enterprise Network
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 14, 2011

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that
Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
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Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care
exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and
legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable,
private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network that offers choice
and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board consisting of a
majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The
network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will not accept the $54
million Early Innovator Grant.

Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal
from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care
exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively
laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower consumers by
providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality
health insurance plans.”

House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to
make all options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information
necessary to make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help
people identify a health plan that best fits their individual needs.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive
strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution
and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit
participation, it will increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to
shop for their best option.” 

 

###
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Shawn Ashley
Cc: Mike Thompson
Subject: RE: Press release/conf
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:24:00 AM

The announcement will be the new network plan, the board.  We expect we'll answer questions about
the $54 million grant, but keeping the message on the new network, stops Obamacare from being
implemented in OK, creates a free-market system that provides access to affordable health insurance
plans.

-----Original Message-----
From: Shawn Ashley
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 9:27 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Mike Thompson
Subject: RE: Press release/conf

Just to make sure we are on the same page with you: The governor is not going to mention she is not
accepting the $54 million? What is she is asked?

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 9:21 AM
To: Shawn Ashley
Subject: Press release/conf

Sorry for confusion.

I think it's best to not bring up the returning of thr $1mill grant today.

We're just sticking to the network and how this accomplishes our goal all along of keeping fed exchange
from being forced on oklahoma
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:11:00 AM

Will send this afternoon
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
 
Yep, sounds good
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:04 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
 
That works for me!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Q and A with wayne greene
 
Proposed Q and A with Wayne Greene, attributable to me. What do you guys think. We’re already
on record pretty much saying all of this last year. I think if we don’t want to make a full throated
defense of this stuff, as I have done below, we can basically say “we’re glad the legislature is
working on this, go talk to them.” Frankly I think it’s better to just state our position rather than have
Wayne do it for us.
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
 
            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
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years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
 
 
 
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: nathan.h.atkins
Subject: RE: Q and A with Wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 1:25:00 PM

I think renaming it after debating it for a year is a futile gesture but I guess it doesn’t hurt. Agree on
oklahoma-based
 

From: Nathan Atkins  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Am I being too cute? Also, "Oklahoma-based" instead of "state-based"... Sounds less
governmental / bureaucratic

---
Nathan Atkins
405
nathan.h.atkins

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 11:23:10 -0600
To: nathan.h.atkins
Subject: RE: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Fine, I will use your ridiculous gimmick
 

From: Nathan Atkins  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; John.estus@okhouse.gov
Subject: Re: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Thanks... Just fyi, I've been using "Oklahoma marketplace" or "private network" as often as
possible instead of "exchange"

---
Nathan Atkins

(mobile)

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 11:08:52 -0600
To: nathan.h.atkins
John.estus@okhouse.gov<John.estus@okhouse.gov>
Subject: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Sending something like this to Wayne today
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
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            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
 
 
 
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: nathan.h.atkins
Subject: RE: Q and A with Wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:24:00 AM

Hey can you forward me your supplemental release from last week?
 

From: Nathan Atkins  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; John.estus@okhouse.gov
Subject: Re: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Thanks... Just fyi, I've been using "Oklahoma marketplace" or "private network" as often as
possible instead of "exchange"

---
Nathan Atkins

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 11:08:52 -0600
To: nathan.h.atkins
John.estus@okhouse.gov<John.estus@okhouse.gov>
Subject: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Sending something like this to Wayne today
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
 
            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
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Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: nathan.h.atkins
Subject: RE: Q and A with Wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:23:00 AM

Fine, I will use your ridiculous gimmick
 

From: Nathan Atkins  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; John.estus@okhouse.gov
Subject: Re: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Thanks... Just fyi, I've been using "Oklahoma marketplace" or "private network" as often as
possible instead of "exchange"

---
Nathan Atkins

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 11:08:52 -0600
To: nathan.h.atkins
John.estus@okhouse.gov<John.estus@okhouse.gov>
Subject: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Sending something like this to Wayne today
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
 
            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
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Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:18:00 AM

Question for you guys. The House and Senate guys point out that they are trying to call this an
Oklahoma Marketplace or an Oklahoma Private Insurance Network and not an exchange.
 
I personally feel that this is ridiculous … because there is already an Oklahoma Marketplace for
insurance and a private insurance network for insurance. We might as well just say “its not an
exchange, its an health insurance grocery store.” But if anyone wants me to change it for solidarity
or they like it better I am happy to do that
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:11 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
 
Will send this afternoon
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
 
Yep, sounds good
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:04 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Q and A with wayne greene
 
That works for me!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
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Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Q and A with wayne greene
 
Proposed Q and A with Wayne Greene, attributable to me. What do you guys think. We’re already
on record pretty much saying all of this last year. I think if we don’t want to make a full throated
defense of this stuff, as I have done below, we can basically say “we’re glad the legislature is
working on this, go talk to them.” Frankly I think it’s better to just state our position rather than have
Wayne do it for us.
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
 
            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
 
 
 
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: nathan.h.atkins
Subject: RE: Q and A with Wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:13:00 PM

If I say “online marketplace” that’s ok right?
 

From: Nathan Atkins [  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Am I being too cute? Also, "Oklahoma-based" instead of "state-based"... Sounds less
governmental / bureaucratic

---
Nathan Atkins

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 11:23:10 -0600
To: nathan.h.atkins
Subject: RE: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Fine, I will use your ridiculous gimmick
 

From: Nathan Atkins [  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:15 AM
To: Alex Weintz; John.estus@okhouse.gov
Subject: Re: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Thanks... Just fyi, I've been using "Oklahoma marketplace" or "private network" as often as
possible instead of "exchange"

---
Nathan Atkins

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 11:08:52 -0600
To: nathan.h.atkins
John.estus@okhouse.gov<John.estus@okhouse.gov>
Subject: Q and A with Wayne greene
 
Sending something like this to Wayne today
 
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
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            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an Oklahoma
based exchange for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable
health insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That’s why the legislature acted several
years ago to lay the groundwork for an online exchange, and why conservative groups like
the Heritage Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health
insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being
forced on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an
ObamaCare exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While
Governor Fallin envisions an exchange governed by free market principles and consumer
choice, President Obama does not. For that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of
Oklahoma to design and create its own exchange than to have one imposed on it by
Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based
exchange. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-
based exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a ‘compliant’ exchange looks like. However, it
is clear that designing the kind of conservative, free-market exchange that we want in
Oklahoma is a step in the right direction.      
 
 
 
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
 
There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose
a federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections
and future Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the
governor and our state legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect
new leadership in Washington and Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits
against ObamaCare.
 
What we can control, however, is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend
itself from having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building a state-based exchange
consistent with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Michael McNutt
Subject: RE: Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:57:00 PM

The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to the
creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to comment further
until that review is completed.
 
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Query
 
Do you have an example or two of how work could start?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:41 PM
To: Michael McNutt
Subject: RE: Query

I do not think it is accurate to say that no work can be done on it, or that the scenario you’ve
outlined is the only way the project could begin.
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Query
 
So is it accurate to say no work can be done on developing a health care exchange until the
Legislature and the governor approve a plan and designate an agency to develop it?
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:21 PM
To: Michael McNutt
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Query

No state agency is actively working on building a health care exchange at this point.
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
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Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.

38216



From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:47:00 PM

Ok I answered as instructed and of course got a follow up asking how work could proceed without
legislation.
 

Can I just say, “The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as
it relates to the creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not
able to comment further until that review is completed.”  

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:40 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Query
 
I would just say no, that's not true...I don't think we want to get into the weeds...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:36 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: Query 
 
Michael says, “is it accurate to say no work can be done on developing a health care exchange
until the Legislature and the governor approve a plan and designate an agency to develop it?”
 
I don’t think that is accurate, right? Should I say that is one way a health care exchange
could be developed but it is possible one could be created on an agency level without
legislative action?
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Query
 
So is it accurate to say no work can be done on developing a health care exchange until the
Legislature and the governor approve a plan and designate an agency to develop it?
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:21 PM
To: Michael McNutt
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Query

No state agency is actively working on building a health care exchange at this point.
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From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.
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From:  behalf of Jeff Peters
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: question from the gov
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 10:31:32 AM

Here's from my Field Rep:

The rally featured mainly Tea Party activists. A few of the other speakers were pastors that were
members of the "black robed regiment" organization and the "Patriot Pastors." Every speaker
emphasized there strong opposition to any healthcare exchanges being established in Oklahoma. There
were also several speakers who denounced the recent agreement for Lawton to be used as a test area
for unmanned aircraft. It is clear they believe that the drones will be testing their intelligence
capabilities on the people of Oklahoma, and not simply on the base, where reports have stated the
testing will take place.

Their constant motto throughout the rally was "Push Back." They say that since the federal government
is pushing into our state's right to manage our own healthcare, we must "push back" against
Washington D.C.

I then asked if there was specific mention of the Governor, and this was his response:

In association with the drone agreement, yes. They seem to blame her specifically for allowing the
federal government encroaching on their "constitutional right to privacy." Their healthcare woes,
however, seemed to be mainly focused on legislators. The only time, I believe, she was mentioned
specifically was a few times in relation to the drones and when they told individuals who to call and tell
not to support healthcare exchanges

Jeff Peters
Political Director
Oklahoma Republican Party
(405) 528-3501 (office)
(405)  (mobile)
jeff@okgop.com

Become an OKGOP Minuteman!
------------------------------------------------
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and delete this
e-mail from your system. 

On Thu, Jul 12, 2012 at 10:23 AM, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Hey man, were you at the recent 10th amendment rally, or whatever that was? 
We were hoping to learn about what some of the common themes from all the
speakers were…  Any info you could give me would be helpful, or if you know
where I can get copies of the speeches that would be great.  I know there was a
facebook page but I couldn’t find it. Thank you!
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Andrew Silvestri

Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Jeff Peters
Subject: RE: question from the gov
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 10:33:00 AM

Thanks man! This is helpful!
 

From: On Behalf Of Jeff Peters
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 10:31 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: question from the gov
 
Here's from my Field Rep:
 
The rally featured mainly Tea Party activists. A few of the other speakers were pastors that were
members of the "black robed regiment" organization and the "Patriot Pastors." Every speaker
emphasized there strong opposition to any healthcare exchanges being established in Oklahoma. There
were also several speakers who denounced the recent agreement for Lawton to be used as a test area
for unmanned aircraft. It is clear they believe that the drones will be testing their intelligence
capabilities on the people of Oklahoma, and not simply on the base, where reports have stated the
testing will take place.
 

Their constant motto throughout the rally was "Push Back." They say that since the federal government
is pushing into our state's right to manage our own healthcare, we must "push back" against
Washington D.C.
 

I then asked if there was specific mention of the Governor, and this was his response:

 

In association with the drone agreement, yes. They seem to blame her specifically for allowing the
federal government encroaching on their "constitutional right to privacy." Their healthcare woes,
however, seemed to be mainly focused on legislators. The only time, I believe, she was mentioned
specifically was a few times in relation to the drones and when they told individuals who to call and tell
not to support healthcare exchanges
 
 

Jeff Peters
Political Director
Oklahoma Republican Party
(405) 528-3501 (office)
(405)  (mobile)
jeff@okgop.com
 
Become an OKGOP Minuteman!
------------------------------------------------
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and delete this
e-mail from your system. 

 

On Thu, Jul 12, 2012 at 10:23 AM, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
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Hey man, were you at the recent 10th amendment rally, or whatever that was?  We were
hoping to learn about what some of the common themes from all the speakers were…  Any
info you could give me would be helpful, or if you know where I can get copies of the
speeches that would be great.  I know there was a facebook page but I couldn’t find it. Thank
you!
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: on behalf of Jeff Peters
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: question from the gov
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 1:27:43 PM

If you type in "Rally for Healthcare Independence" in YouTube - all the videos of the
speeches are there. Was just brought to my attention.

Jeff Peters
Political Director
Oklahoma Republican Party
(405) 528-3501 (office)
(405)  (mobile)
jeff@okgop.com

Become an OKGOP Minuteman!
------------------------------------------------
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and delete this
e-mail from your system. 

On Tue, Jul 17, 2012 at 10:33 AM, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Thanks man! This is helpful!

 

From: On Behalf Of Jeff Peters
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 10:31 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: question from the gov

 

Here's from my Field Rep:

 

The rally featured mainly Tea Party activists. A few of the other speakers were pastors that were
members of the "black robed regiment" organization and the "Patriot Pastors." Every speaker
emphasized there strong opposition to any healthcare exchanges being established in Oklahoma.
There were also several speakers who denounced the recent agreement for Lawton to be used as a
test area for unmanned aircraft. It is clear they believe that the drones will be testing their
intelligence capabilities on the people of Oklahoma, and not simply on the base, where reports have
stated the testing will take place.

 

Their constant motto throughout the rally was "Push Back." They say that since the federal
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government is pushing into our state's right to manage our own healthcare, we must "push back"
against Washington D.C.

 

I then asked if there was specific mention of the Governor, and this was his response:

 

In association with the drone agreement, yes. They seem to blame her specifically for allowing the
federal government encroaching on their "constitutional right to privacy." Their healthcare woes,
however, seemed to be mainly focused on legislators. The only time, I believe, she was mentioned
specifically was a few times in relation to the drones and when they told individuals who to call and
tell not to support healthcare exchanges

 

 

Jeff Peters
Political Director

Oklahoma Republican Party

(405) 528-3501 (office)

(405)  (mobile)

jeff@okgop.com

 

Become an OKGOP Minuteman!

------------------------------------------------

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named.
If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail.
Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and
delete this e-mail from your system. 

 

On Thu, Jul 12, 2012 at 10:23 AM, Andrew Silvestri
<Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Hey man, were you at the recent 10th amendment rally, or whatever that was? 
We were hoping to learn about what some of the common themes from all the
speakers were…  Any info you could give me would be helpful, or if you know
where I can get copies of the speeches that would be great.  I know there was a
facebook page but I couldn’t find it. Thank you!
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Andrew Silvestri

Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Jeff Peters
Subject: RE: question from the gov
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 1:35:00 PM

Awesome, thanks!
 

From:  On Behalf Of Jeff Peters
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 1:27 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: question from the gov
 
If you type in "Rally for Healthcare Independence" in YouTube - all the videos of the
speeches are there. Was just brought to my attention.
 

Jeff Peters
Political Director
Oklahoma Republican Party
(405) 528-3501 (office)
(405)  (mobile)
jeff@okgop.com
 
Become an OKGOP Minuteman!
------------------------------------------------
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and delete this
e-mail from your system. 

 

On Tue, Jul 17, 2012 at 10:33 AM, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
Thanks man! This is helpful!
 

From:  On Behalf Of Jeff Peters
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 10:31 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: question from the gov
 
Here's from my Field Rep:
 
The rally featured mainly Tea Party activists. A few of the other speakers were pastors that were
members of the "black robed regiment" organization and the "Patriot Pastors." Every speaker
emphasized there strong opposition to any healthcare exchanges being established in Oklahoma. There
were also several speakers who denounced the recent agreement for Lawton to be used as a test area
for unmanned aircraft. It is clear they believe that the drones will be testing their intelligence
capabilities on the people of Oklahoma, and not simply on the base, where reports have stated the
testing will take place.
 

Their constant motto throughout the rally was "Push Back." They say that since the federal government
is pushing into our state's right to manage our own healthcare, we must "push back" against
Washington D.C.
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I then asked if there was specific mention of the Governor, and this was his response:

 

In association with the drone agreement, yes. They seem to blame her specifically for allowing the
federal government encroaching on their "constitutional right to privacy." Their healthcare woes,
however, seemed to be mainly focused on legislators. The only time, I believe, she was mentioned
specifically was a few times in relation to the drones and when they told individuals who to call and tell
not to support healthcare exchanges
 
 

Jeff Peters
Political Director
Oklahoma Republican Party
(405) 528-3501 (office)
(405)  (mobile)
jeff@okgop.com
 
Become an OKGOP Minuteman!
------------------------------------------------
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail in error and delete this
e-mail from your system. 

 
 

On Thu, Jul 12, 2012 at 10:23 AM, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
Hey man, were you at the recent 10th amendment rally, or whatever that was?  We were
hoping to learn about what some of the common themes from all the speakers were…  Any
info you could give me would be helpful, or if you know where I can get copies of the
speeches that would be great.  I know there was a facebook page but I couldn’t find it. Thank
you!
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "abby@nytimes.com"
Subject: Re: Question from The New York Times
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:10:30 PM

All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that increases
access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally responsible.
Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what options best
serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered by
the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting on
behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To
date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have
been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an insurance
exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is disappointing and
frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency deadline,
not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA guidelines
and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that Oklahoma will
necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline. Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the
confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government
refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was clearer what
the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her priority is
not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor Fallin is still
conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and around the
country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.”

----- Original Message -----
From: Goodnough, Abby [mailto:abby@nytimes.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 04:42 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Question from The New York Times

Hi Alex, can you give me a quick call to let me know where Gov. Fallin stands on insurance exchanges
and the Friday deadline for a declaration letter? I left you a phone message earlier. Thanks much, Abby
Goodnough 305-213-1323

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: ACA money
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 11:23:58 AM

ok - denise, im assuming you are ok with it since we went over it on Friday.
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: question re: ACA money

Works for me

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: question re: ACA money

Just wanted everyone to see this one more time before we sent it to Zeke. Health Dept's info is going
out today.
Note: i originally had a sentence about sequestration and a reliance on federal dollars which i took out.
no matter how i phrased it it brought up  a lot of questions i dont think we want to answer right now
about how to cope with a huge loss in federal dollars, what we were doing to prepare for sequestration
etc etc

Alex Weintz:
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care in
the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new taxes on
millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for states, and
an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She continues to actively
oppose the ACA, and it is her hope that it will be repealed and replaced following the November
election.

Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In many cases, Governor Fallin does not
have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue to fund
existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in the mission
of those agencies.

It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still supporting
the repeal of ObamaCare.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: ACA money
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 11:42:40 AM

also, the reporter is Zeke Campfield with a "MP" ... we were wondering if he was related to Owen
Canfield. Nope
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: question re: ACA money

Works for me

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: question re: ACA money

Just wanted everyone to see this one more time before we sent it to Zeke. Health Dept's info is going
out today.
Note: i originally had a sentence about sequestration and a reliance on federal dollars which i took out.
no matter how i phrased it it brought up  a lot of questions i dont think we want to answer right now
about how to cope with a huge loss in federal dollars, what we were doing to prepare for sequestration
etc etc

Alex Weintz:
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care in
the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new taxes on
millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for states, and
an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She continues to actively
oppose the ACA, and it is her hope that it will be repealed and replaced following the November
election.

Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In many cases, Governor Fallin does not
have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue to fund
existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in the mission
of those agencies.

It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by the
Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still supporting
the repeal of ObamaCare.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:53:00 PM

This list was updated yesterday around 2:30 p.m.
 
8 states not participating
 
5 states leaning toward not participating
 
4 leaning toward participating
 
12 are participating
 
21 Undecided
 
Here is the link:
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/11/09/MedicaidMap#lightbox/1/
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks. what about Medicaid expansion?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
18 Declared State-based Exchange

6 Planning for Partnership Exchange

11 Undecided

16 Default to Federal Exchange
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks for finding this. Can you send me the numbers below though … this deals only with health
insurance exchanges (not Medicaid expansion) and I don’t have time to count everything up. thank
you.
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Found this table. Do you need it in a word doc or is this good?
 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparetable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17&sub=205&yr=1&typ=5
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
G, can you get numbers for:
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
Thank you, sir.
 
Alex Weintz
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Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:50:00 PM

This doesn’t say… ill have to find it elsewhere.
 
Give me a second.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks. what about Medicaid expansion?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
18 Declared State-based Exchange

6 Planning for Partnership Exchange

11 Undecided

16 Default to Federal Exchange
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks for finding this. Can you send me the numbers below though … this deals only with health
insurance exchanges (not Medicaid expansion) and I don’t have time to count everything up. thank
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you.
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Found this table. Do you need it in a word doc or is this good?
 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparetable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17&sub=205&yr=1&typ=5
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
G, can you get numbers for:
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
Thank you, sir.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:47:00 PM

Thanks. what about Medicaid expansion?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
18 Declared State-based Exchange

6 Planning for Partnership Exchange

11 Undecided

16 Default to Federal Exchange
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks for finding this. Can you send me the numbers below though … this deals only with health
insurance exchanges (not Medicaid expansion) and I don’t have time to count everything up. thank
you.
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Found this table. Do you need it in a word doc or is this good?
 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparetable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17&sub=205&yr=1&typ=5
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
G, can you get numbers for:
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
Thank you, sir.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:45:00 PM

18 Declared State-based Exchange

6 Planning for Partnership Exchange

11 Undecided

16 Default to Federal Exchange
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks for finding this. Can you send me the numbers below though … this deals only with health
insurance exchanges (not Medicaid expansion) and I don’t have time to count everything up. thank
you.
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Found this table. Do you need it in a word doc or is this good?
 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparetable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17&sub=205&yr=1&typ=5
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
G, can you get numbers for:
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
Thank you, sir.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41:00 PM

Thanks for finding this. Can you send me the numbers below though … this deals only with health
insurance exchanges (not Medicaid expansion) and I don’t have time to count everything up. thank
you.
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Found this table. Do you need it in a word doc or is this good?
 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparetable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17&sub=205&yr=1&typ=5
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
G, can you get numbers for:
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
Thank you, sir.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:54:00 PM

Excellent thanks.
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
This list was updated yesterday around 2:30 p.m.
 
8 states not participating
 
5 states leaning toward not participating
 
4 leaning toward participating
 
12 are participating
 
21 Undecided
 
Here is the link:
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/11/09/MedicaidMap#lightbox/1/
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks. what about Medicaid expansion?
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
18 Declared State-based Exchange

6 Planning for Partnership Exchange

11 Undecided
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16 Default to Federal Exchange
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Thanks for finding this. Can you send me the numbers below though … this deals only with health
insurance exchanges (not Medicaid expansion) and I don’t have time to count everything up. thank
you.
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
Found this table. Do you need it in a word doc or is this good?
 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparetable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17&sub=205&yr=1&typ=5
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: question re: medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
G, can you get numbers for:
 
How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on building a state based exchange?
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How many govs have said yes, no or undecided on Medicaid expansion.
 
Thank you, sir.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE: Question
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 5:40:00 PM

You are correct
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 5:23 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Question
 
I noticed in the Open Records Agreement sent today that Gov. Fallin has agreed to "preapre all

correspondence, including electronic mail, received by teh Governor's office form the citizens of

Oklahoma related to PPACA ..."

 
I assume this is referring to only this particular category of items, the correspondence from citizens to

the Governor's office. I just want to make clear that my initial emails request from Nov. 16 includes

more than just correspondence from citizens, but also internal conversations between policy makers,

etc., within the state office.

 
Zeke

OPUBCO Logo
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 11:29:00 AM

How exchanges can help reduce uninsured in ok.  Will find additional info but wanted to send you the

excerpts below. 

 

 

Heritage – rationale behind exchange (2006)

The overwhelming majority of the uninsured are in and out of coverage, usually due to changes in their

job situation. They had access to insurance but lost it. Without personal ownership of health insurance

policies, there is not any real portability in coverage. The problem is not simply access to health

insurance coverage; it is also keeping that coverage. The right policy, then, would have health

insurance stick to the person, not the job.

The best way to enable individuals and families to buy, own, and keep health insurance from job to

job-without losing the tax advantages of the employment-based coverage-is to transform the

balkanized and dysfunctional state health insurance market into a single health insurance market. This

new market would function well for all sorts of individuals and small businesses, not just workers

employed by large companies.

Heritage – Lessons from Utah (2010)

In Utah, state officials found that the majority of the uninsured were families with at least one working

adult. They also realized that the growth rate in the number of uninsured was heavily correlated with

employment in small businesses. In addition to the burden of health benefits management on business

owners, rising premium costs priced many small businesses out of the small group health insurance

market. Also, Utah’s uninsured often lost coverage because of changes in employment status. Another

large group of uninsured included healthy young adults; many were working part-time while in school or

raising children.

Once the state clearly identified the needs among its residents, the state’s legislative and executive

bodies outlined a vision for health system reform. Utah focused on the area of greatest need, the

small-business community, and set out to help that group based on a traditional small government,

patient-centered philosophy. In other words, its specific health care reform measures reflected the

general political culture. Ideally every state should be able to do likewise; no two states are the same.

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:58 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
DRAFT RESPONSE

1) Kansas, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Andrew fill in the rest...

2) That has not been determined

3) The idea behind an exchange or a network as we are calling it is that it will increase information
about and access to health insurance. It will make it easier for consumers to find shop for the plan
that best fits their needs. They can go to one web portal and get information about all of the plans
available in the state. I will add some more "heritage" language to beef this up
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From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 08:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore 
 
Probably try to get this stuff to him by noon
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:47 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Should be easy enough, what is deadline for tomorrow?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:59:00 AM

That is policy’s purview.  J
 
Now go get me a Diet Dr. Pepper.
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:54 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
 
I have the list and amounts of other states who have received the grant. Do we want to send that to
him?  Whatever happened to the press doing basic research?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
 
Probably try to get this stuff to him by noon
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:47 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Should be easy enough, what is deadline for tomorrow?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
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Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:58:00 AM

·         Kansas: Kansas Insurance Department, $31,537,465

·         Maryland: Maryland Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, $6,227,454

·         Multi-State Consortia: University of Massachusetts Medical School, $35,591,333

·         New York: New York Department of Health, $27,431,432

·         Oklahoma: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, $54,582,269

·         Oregon: Oregon Health Authority, $48,096,307

·         Wisconsin: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, $37,757,266

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:58 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
DRAFT RESPONSE

1) Kansas, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Andrew fill in the rest...

2) That has not been determined

3) The idea behind an exchange or a network as we are calling it is that it will increase information
about and access to health insurance. It will make it easier for consumers to find shop for the plan
that best fits their needs. They can go to one web portal and get information about all of the plans
available in the state. I will add some more "heritage" language to beef this up
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 08:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore 
 
Probably try to get this stuff to him by noon
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:47 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Should be easy enough, what is deadline for tomorrow?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
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To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:54:00 AM

I have the list and amounts of other states who have received the grant. Do we want to send that to
him?  Whatever happened to the press doing basic research?
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
 
Probably try to get this stuff to him by noon
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:47 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Should be easy enough, what is deadline for tomorrow?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 8:44:00 AM

Probably try to get this stuff to him by noon
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:47 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Should be easy enough, what is deadline for tomorrow?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:11:42 PM

Fyi it was 7. You,re right
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 11:37:00 AM

Works for me.  I think I will send ASAP unless some says differently.  Thanks!
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 11:37 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Anyone is welcome to play with it!
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 11:36 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore 
 
Updated Response:

The idea behind an exchange or a network as we are calling it is that it will increase information
about and access to health insurance. It will make it easier for consumers to shop for the plan that
best fits their needs. They can go to one web portal and get information about all of the plans
available in the state. With a defined contribution component, it also increases portability which is
very important. Insurance will be tied to the individual and not the job.
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 08:57 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore 
 
DRAFT RESPONSE

1) Kansas, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Andrew fill in the rest...

2) That has not been determined

3) The idea behind an exchange or a network as we are calling it is that it will increase information
about and access to health insurance. It will make it easier for consumers to find shop for the plan
that best fits their needs. They can go to one web portal and get information about all of the plans
available in the state. I will add some more "heritage" language to beef this up
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 08:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: questions from Steve Moore 
 
Probably try to get this stuff to him by noon
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 6:47 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: questions from Steve Moore
 
Should be easy enough, what is deadline for tomorrow?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 06:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: questions from Steve Moore 
 
To answer and get back to Steve Moore tomorrow.
 
The states who received a Early Innovator Grant (GMF thinks 5, I thought it was 7)
 
Whether the “pre-tax” dollars mentioned in the program are state or federal tax dollars
 
And he wants to know how this new plan helps us deal with uninsured Oklahomans
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:26:00 AM

I don’t know when they start building the federal model but it goes into effect in 2014 if states don’t
already have theirs in place. Is that what you are asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
 
This letter is basically done; it is on hold until I get an answer to this question however
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:03 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
 
Does the federal government begin building federal exchanges in Jan 2012 or in 2014.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:38:00 AM

What are you doing for lunch?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:33 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
 
Yes although Katie has sent me an email indicating its Jan 1 2013
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
 
I don’t know when they start building the federal model but it goes into effect in 2014 if states don’t
already have theirs in place. Is that what you are asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
 
This letter is basically done; it is on hold until I get an answer to this question however
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:03 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: quick question for health insurance exchange letter
 
Does the federal government begin building federal exchanges in Jan 2012 or in 2014.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: quick question
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 2:33:37 PM

I didn't know that and don't understand. The document they gave us said approx
500 million for full implementation by 2020 and 100 million a year, starting in 2020 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 13, 2012, at 2:29 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I know you know but, please note that the cost is $100 mil for full implementation not
per year, we need to make sure she is aware!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: quick question
 
I am getting asked this question, can you give me some background to the $100 million
cost of ACA implementation the governor mentioned yesterday at the summit?
 

Fallin, Doak, Shannon discuss current, future health
issues
8/10/2012 by Erin Boeckman -- eCapitol News ---- 

Gov. Mary Fallin, Speaker-designate T.W. Shannon and Insurance

Commissioner John Doak spoke to attendees of the inaugural Oklahoma

Health Care Summit Thursday about current health policies and the changes

they may undergo in the coming legislative session.

The summit was organized by Physicians Liability Insurance Company and

featured speakers and exhibits. The three state leaders were asked to address

the state of Oklahoma health care.

All three speakers addressed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

and its potential implications on Oklahoma.

"We are proceeding very cautiously," Fallin said.

As the newly elected vice chair of the National Governors Association, Fallin

said that many governors have questions about how states will implement the

law, which is why the association sent a list of questions to the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services. The department does not seem to
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have any answers yet, she said.

Specifically, states are concerned about the effect the law will have on

Medicare and Medicaid, the reimbursement rates and the effect on state

budgets, Fallin said.

"We're all very concerned about the cost factor," she said, adding that the

estimated cost for Oklahoma's implementation is $100 million a year.

While the U.S. Supreme Court did rule in favor of the constitutionality of the

law, Fallin said that things may change with the November elections. She said

she is in favor of "repealing and replacing" the Affordable Care Act.

Doak said he was interested to see how states approached the development

of health insurance exchanges, one of the requirements of the act.

"If we don't put one in place, the federal government will," he said.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is the law, and as an insurance

regulator he is required to follow the law. However, Doak said he is waiting

on some actions to be taken at the state Capitol. Legislation has not yet been

passed to establish a state-based exchange.

Shannon, R-Lawton, said the state cannot afford to wait for the federal

government to take the lead. He said the federal government's "takeover of

the health care system" is an opportunity for Oklahoma to lead. That lead

includes market-based solutions, he said.

"Market-based solutions work," Shannon said, and they will work in health

care but they have not been implemented. Many continue to say that

government is the answer, but subsidizing the problem does not seem to

drive down costs. In fact, it has the opposite effect, he said.

Shannon expressed concern about the number of physicians in the state,

including those with graying hair who may be considering leaving the field.

The number of people on Medicaid also needs to be reduced, which means

more jobs, he said.

The state of Oklahoma's health also needs to be discussed, he said. While he

has concerns about how much government should be involved in some areas,

Shannon said he had to acknowledge that government is often left with the

cost of an unhealthy society.

As solutions are crafted in the next legislative session, Shannon said people

from the industry would be asked for their involvement.

 

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: "maryfallin "; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:53:12 PM

Ok. I'll pass. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 02:48 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt

No we are not...I don't think we have enough info on our decision

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "maryfallin "
Cc: "denisenorthrup "; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:40:21 PM

You're right gov and we all agree.

I've passed on the interview for now. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 03:48 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: denisenorthrup  <  Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt

I don't think we are ready to discuss yet since we are at our national meetings right now

Let me check with Denise and Katie

Mary Fallin

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?

38262

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: John Estus
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: RE:
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 10:22:00 AM

Im not, thanks for the heads up. Anything in particular we should know? Like "governor fallin told me
she supports XYZ?"

-----Original Message-----
From: John Estus [mailto:John.Estus@okhouse.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: RE:

You watching Gingrich? He has mentioned talking with Gov Fallin a few times. You might get questions.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 21, 2012, at 10:16 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> thanks
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: John Estus [mailto:John.Estus@okhouse.gov]
> Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 9:57 AM
> To: Alex Weintz
> Subject: RE:
>
> This isn't final.
>
> ---
> John Estus
> Press Secretary
> Office of the Speaker
> Oklahoma House of Representatives
> (405) 962-7674 desk
> (405) 706-0084 cell
> john.estus@okhouse.gov
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 8:51 AM
> To: John Estus
> Subject:
>
> Can I get a copy of the health insurance exchange draft?
>
>
> NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from disclosure
under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If
you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted
to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful.
>
> The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free,
and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-
mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Read now: Press conference
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 1:31:39 PM

Did he give any heads up to us or was the newsok story our first word? GMF wants to know

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Read now: Press conference

Bingman has gone nuclear and blown up the health insurance exchange. Said its obamacare. Please tell
gov we have scheduled a press conference at 330 to respond. Will brief her when she gets here
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To:
Subject: RE: RECAP: 3/19 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:05:00 AM

Hi Dustin,
 
Please add Katie Altshuler and I to your rapid release list.
 
Many thanks,
Andrew
 
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 3:42 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Subject: RECAP: 3/19 RGPPC Conference Call
 
RECAP from Today’s RGPPC weekly meeting:
 

1.        To sign up for our staff RAPID RELEASE list serv, please email Dustin at
  Rapid Release subscribers will receive real time info including

original RGPPC content and info from the Hill, think tanks, and other organization on press,
facts and legislation.  Our website (staff portal, password protected) will be updated with
this material in real time as well.  Others will receive information as needed, or at the end of
the week in one email.  We’ll continue to email important subject specific information to
your energy, healthcare, education and infrastructure advisors.  As a reminder, please
provide us contact information for those staffers.  If you’d like to be the contact for all of
those issue sets, you will receive an email every time that material is sent. 
 

2.       This morning, Oklahoma asked states how they were responding to the following survey
from OIG:   States' Readiness to Implement Streamlined Eligibility and Enrollment
Requirements for State Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530. Please email
Lindsay at  if you have feedback. We’d like to provide healthcare
advisors feedback by Wed, 3/22, COB
 

3.       As mentioned this AM:  AAF’s event is on 3/21 with Governor Gary Hebert. All of you are
invited and encourage to attend..
 

4.       Final talking points for your governor re Obamacare week to be sent to you tonight. 
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 Event: The Affordable Care Act Turns 2...Will it Turn 3?  
 Evaluating the Supreme Court Challenge and the Potential Fall Out  
   

On Monday, March 26, the Supreme Court is set to embark on a series of hearings that will analyze the
legalities of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). What will be the major legal questions argued before the
court? What are the economic implications of the court’s ruling? How will the rulings impact Congress
and the upcoming Presidential election? What will the court ultimately decide? These are just a few of
the critical questions that will be answered by top scholars and legal experts next Wednesday, March
21, at an event hosted by the American Action Forum, a forward-looking policy institute examining the
most pressing public policy issues of the day.

The Forum event will feature a discussion moderated by Politico reporter Alexander Burns that includes
former Supreme Court clerks Steven Engel and John Bash. It will also feature American Action
Forum President and former Director of the Congressional Budget Office, Douglas Holtz-Eakin,
who filed three amici briefs focused on the economic implications of the legal challenge. The 11th
Circuit Court of Appeals cited this economic analysis in its decision to overturn the individual mandate.
Additionally, you will hear from Utah Governor Gary Herbert, a leading proponent of state-
controlled healthcare and Karen Harned, Executive Director of the NFIB Small Business Legal
Center. 

These experts will be made available to the press.

Date: Wednesday, March 21
Time: 10am – 12pm, Breakfast served at 9:30am
Location: The Hamilton Live 
600 14th Street, NW (Near Metro Center)
Washington DC 20005

Please RSVP Here or Call 202-370-3446
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From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Sunday, March 18, 2012 8:24 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: 3/19 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 3/19, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Marie - RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie- RGPPC
 

a)       RGPPC Best Practices Efforts.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if you
have not yet done so. 

 
b)       Obamacare Anniversary Press Strategy.  3.21 and 3.28 key dates. Needed: Updated state

cost data (see attached file with received edits), approval of health care principles, and a
list of governors wanting to message in support of block grants. Let us know if you are one
of those states. 

 
c)      Website: Please visit the rgppc.com website to make sure the staff contact info from your

state is up to date. You will have to log into the ‘staff’ page located at the top right corner
of the screen. If you do not remember their username or password, you can contact

 to request a new password. (Note: you can also just click on the
“forgot password” link but it will automatically assign you a random password.) We are
updating our website and will put versions of our reports on this for staff to review. 

 
We will have a new Members Corner site with good info and ideas from our
private sector partner. We’ll provide a list each week of reports in that file for your
to review.
 

This week:  NEI letter to   Republican Governors.  On the anniversary of the
nuclear accident in Japan, the President of RGA Governor’s Cabinet
member organization Nuclear Energy Institute would like to update you on
important safety upgrades at U.S. nuclear plants and other key industry
developments.  Please find the letter on RGPPC’s staff only website from
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NEI’s Marv Fertel.
 

 
d)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Principles have been circulated.  Edits due this Friday,

3/23
2.       Healthcare: Principles finalized by steering committee. To be circulated this week

for approval
3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee to meet on April 9 or April 16. Please let

us know if your state would like to be on the education steering committee, who
that contact should be in your state, and which date is better for your state.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming weeks
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info to be

available soon for download at rgppc.com
                  

e)       OIG Exchange: PPACA Surveys.  States have received a survey from OIG titled "States
Readiness to Implement Streamlined Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements for State
Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530". How are states responding to this survey? 
 

f)        Campaign Finance Appointments:  Governors receive appointments to boards and
commissions that regulate elections and campaign finance laws in states.  RGPPC/RGA
would like to host a conference call with states to discuss some important issues related
to these appointments. Such appointments are official governors’ roles and thus are run
out of governors offices, typically by your appointments or legal staff.   Please identify the
appropriate person on your staff and a conference call will be set next week.  A separate
email will go out notifying you and requesting you to identify your state’s participant.
 

g)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House Energy
and Commerce to push back on a White House report indicating that some
R states, which are moving forward with some form of a healthcare
exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on the
most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and ESA.
Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information. We are
seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets in each
office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency head.
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 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F
 
 

e) Attachments: 
 

1.        CBO Analysis of President’s budget (attached)
 

2.        White House Materials for this week with state by state data:
State by State Data:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/featured-content/aca_state-

by-state_data_final.xlsx
State by State Fact Sheets:
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/index.html
3. HHS Reuglations released on Friday: Administration releases Advance
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on preventive services policy
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/03/20120316g.html

               
 

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
6.   Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile (601)
www.RGPPC.com
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: schristian@nga.org; jdunlavey@nga.org
Subject: RE: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Date: Monday, August 22, 2011 3:45:00 PM

Hi Shirley and Jan,
 
I hope this finds you well.  Is there any way the NGA can book my flight to this conference? 
 
Many thanks!
Andrew
 
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 

From: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices [mailto:tcampbell@nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:42 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
 
Dear Andrew:  

Thank you for registering to attend the “Health Insurance Exchange Implementation
Workshop:  Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations” on September 8-9, 2011
at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA.

Your registration has been confirmed. Please save this email for future reference. 

If you need to download the specific meeting details – including hotel, travel and
reimbursement information - click on the link below.  Then go to "My Registration",
enter your confirmation number and click on "Modify Registration".  Links to the
meeting information are located at the top of the registration page.

CONTACTS

Registration: Leslie Donaldson 202.624.5343 ldonaldson@nga.org

Program: Maria Schiff
Kathryn Bailey

202.624.5395
202.624.5349

mschiff@nga.org
kbailey@nga.org

Logistics: Shirley Christian
Jan Dunlavey

202.624.5324
202.624.5347

schristian@nga.org
jdunlavey@nga.org
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We look forward to seeing you!

Event: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Attending: Andrew Silvestri
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011-Friday, September 09, 2011
Confirmation number:

To view, modify or cancel your registration, click the link below. 

Click here to view the event summary

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Having trouble with the link? Simply copy and 
paste the entire address listed below into your 
web browser: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/f76TkZNr_U2aWs1UVUsGHg/0777/P1/5S?
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you no longer want to receive emails from National Governors Association Center for Best
Practices please click the link below. 
Opt-Out
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Andrew Silvestri; schristian@nga.org; jdunlavey@nga.org
Subject: RE: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Date: Monday, August 22, 2011 4:43:00 PM

Never mind, I found the travel info online. Sorry!
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2011 3:46 PM
To: 'schristian@nga.org'; 'jdunlavey@nga.org'
Subject: RE: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
 
Hi Shirley and Jan,
 
I hope this finds you well.  Is there any way the NGA can book my flight to this conference? 
 
Many thanks!
Andrew
 
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 

From: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices [mailto:tcampbell@nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:42 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
 
Dear Andrew:  

Thank you for registering to attend the “Health Insurance Exchange Implementation
Workshop:  Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations” on September 8-9, 2011
at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA.

Your registration has been confirmed. Please save this email for future reference. 

If you need to download the specific meeting details – including hotel, travel and
reimbursement information - click on the link below.  Then go to "My Registration",
enter your confirmation number and click on "Modify Registration".  Links to the
meeting information are located at the top of the registration page.

CONTACTS
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Registration: Leslie Donaldson 202.624.5343 ldonaldson@nga.org

Program: Maria Schiff
Kathryn Bailey

202.624.5395
202.624.5349

mschiff@nga.org
kbailey@nga.org

Logistics: Shirley Christian
Jan Dunlavey

202.624.5324
202.624.5347

schristian@nga.org
jdunlavey@nga.org

We look forward to seeing you!

Event: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Attending: Andrew Silvestri
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011-Friday, September 09, 2011
Confirmation number: 

To view, modify or cancel your registration, click the link below. 

Click here to view the event summary

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Having trouble with the link? Simply copy and 
paste the entire address listed below into your 
web browser: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/f76TkZNr_U2aWs1UVUsGHg/0777/P1/5S?
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you no longer want to receive emails from National Governors Association Center for Best
Practices please click the link below. 
Opt-Out
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Jena Persico
Subject: RE: Registration reminder: Conference call on state exchanges tomorrow
Date: Monday, November 21, 2011 3:38:00 PM

Thanks!
 

From: Jena Persico [mailto:jena@galen.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 3:38 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Registration reminder: Conference call on state exchanges tomorrow
 
Good afternoon Andrew,
 
Thank you for registering yourself and Katie for tomorrow's conference call on state exchanges.
Here are the numbers:
 
Call-in line:
Participant code: 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Regards,
Jena
 
Jena Persico
Special Projects Director
Galen Institute
jena@galen.org
 
In our new book, Grace-Marie Turner and three other nationally recognized health policy experts explain
what’s in the health overhaul law and what it will mean for your health care.
Order your copy of Why ObamaCare Is Wrong for America today!
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 4:35 PM
To: Jena Persico
Subject: FW: Registration reminder: Conference call on state exchanges tomorrow
 
Hi Jena – I would like to RSVP to the call below for Katie Altshuler and I from the Governor’s office in
Oklahoma. 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 
Andrew Silvestri, Deputy Policy Director
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
Many thanks!
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Andrew
 
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 2:35 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: FW: Registration reminder: Conference call on state exchanges tomorrow
 
Good afternoon,
In case you haven’t seen this already,  Grace-Marie Turner has invited us to listen to a meeting on
health care Exchanges. If you remember Grace- Marie sat on a panel at the RGPPC Health Care
Summit and is a great resource. Please see the bottom of this email for registration and RSVP
information.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail62.us2.mcsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 2:48 PM
To: Marie
Subject: Registration reminder: Conference call on state exchanges tomorrow
 

Last chance to register for tomorrow's state leaders call  on state exchanges Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.
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Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
about issues, options, and protections against ObamaCare exchanges

Tomorrow, November 22, Noon EST

Please join us for a conference call at noon tomorrow, November 22, to discuss the

highly controversial issue of state exchanges. Our guest speakers will be leading state

officials from Wisconsin, Utah, Louisiana, and Florida.

States are highly focused on the controversial issue of exchanges as they try to decide

what to do to protect themselves from the expensive and coercive mandates in the

Affordable Care Act. There has been very little leadership coming from Washington on

this issue, leaving states perplexed about what they should be doing.

To help us understand some of the issues and options, we will be joined by Dennis

Smith, secretary of Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services, and Robert

Spendlove, director of policy for Utah Governor Gary Herbert and the governor’s liaison

to organizations such as the National Governors Association.

In addition, we will hear remarks from Bruce Greenstein, secretary of the Louisiana
Department of Health and Hospitals, and Jenn Ungru, deputy chief of staff for Florida
Gov. Rick Scott. We will then open the lines up for questions from the participants.

As background for the call, here's an example of one state wrestling with the idea of

developing its own exchange:

South Carolina's Waiting Game On Health Insurance Exchange (Kaiser Health

News)

The call will be jointly sponsored by the Galen Institute, the Institute for Policy

Innovation, and the State Policy Network. We hope you will join us for this important call.

Thank you to those who have already sent their RSVPs for this call. To register for
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this call, please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org or 703-299-9204. Your
registration will ensure that you receive any follow-up materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Donaldson, Leslie
Subject: RE: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 3:47:00 PM

Hi Leslie,  do I need to provide receipts for checked baggage fees?  Or do I just list the amount ($25
there and $25 back)?
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 

From: Donaldson, Leslie [mailto:LDonaldson@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:21 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov; michael.bousselot@iowa.gov; jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov;
edgertons1@michigan.gov; allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov; richard.fiore@myalabama.gov;
Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov; jfritz@naic.org; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; bgiesting@hawaiipca.net;
laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us; becki.goggins@myalabama.gov; darin.j.gordon@tn.gov; bruce@la.gov;
Kate.Gross@illinois.gov; brian.haile@tn.gov; julian.harris@state.ma.us; DWAYNE.HENRY@LGO-VI.GOV;
elizabeth.hoy@wyo.gov; ahyman@  carrie.johnson@state.sd.us; joni.jones@arkansas.gov;
thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov;
janie.miller@ky.gov; taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov; dan.pollock@state.mn.us; ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov;
priestc@michigan.gov; cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us; Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us;
tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov; jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us; Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov; mshaffer@georgia.gov; Andrew Silvestri; cheryl.smith@l
Carol.Steckel@la.gov; william.streur@alaska.gov; neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us; Katrin.Teel@maine.gov;
nthurston@utah.gov; jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us; kea.warne@state.sd.us
Cc: Schiff, Maria; Bailey, Kathryn
Subject: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Importance: High
 

Thank you for making the September 8-9, 2011 Health Insurance Exchange Meeting a success.  Attached
you will find the reimbursement form.  Please complete the form with original applicable receipts and
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submit to me by October 10, 2011.  Submitting all required documents will avoid delay in the processing of
your expenses.  So please carefully read the form instructions.
 
In addition,  NGA’s policy requires reimbursement expenses to be submitted within 30 days after the
meeting/conference.  Request received after the meeting date will not be reimbursed.  Please bear in mind
that NGA generally processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks.  Should you have any
questions please feel free to contact me via phone or email. 
 
 
 
Kind regards,
 
Leslie Donaldson
Administrative Coordinator
NGA Center for Best Practices
Health Division
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 267
Washington, DC  20001
Tel:  202) 624-5343
Fax:  202) 624-7825
Web:  www.nga.org
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including
any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended
recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please immediately
notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Donaldson, Leslie
Subject: RE: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:35:30 PM

Thanks leslie!  I think I have the receipts  stuffed in my backpack but the total cost was $50 anyway. 
thanks for your help.

Andrew
________________________________________
From: Donaldson, Leslie [LDonaldson@NGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 7:26 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Reimbursement Form for the Sept.  8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)

Hi Andrew-

If you cannot provide the receipts the maximum you can claim is $50 for the checked baggage.

Leslie Donaldson

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 4:47 PM
To: Donaldson, Leslie
Subject: RE: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)

Hi Leslie,  do I need to provide receipts for checked baggage fees?  Or do I just list the amount ($25
there and $25 back)?

Thanks!
Andrew

Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone:  405.521.2342
andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov<andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov>

From: Donaldson, Leslie [mailto:LDonaldson@NGA.ORG]<mailto:[mailto:LDonaldson@NGA.ORG]>
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:21 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov<mailto:Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov>;
michael.bousselot@iowa.gov<mailto:michael.bousselot@iowa.gov>;
jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov<mailto:jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov>;
edgertons1@michigan.gov<mailto:edgertons1@michigan.gov>;
allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov<mailto:allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov>;
richard.fiore@myalabama.gov<mailto:richard.fiore@myalabama.gov>;
Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov<mailto:Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov>;
jfritz@naic.org<mailto:jfritz@naic.org>; bfulenwider@georgia.gov<mailto:bfulenwider@georgia.gov>;
bgiesting@hawaiipca.net<mailto:bgiesting@hawaiipca.net>;
laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us<mailto:laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us>;
becki.goggins@myalabama.gov<mailto:becki.goggins@myalabama.gov>;
darin.j.gordon@tn.gov<mailto:darin.j.gordon@tn.gov>; bruce@la.gov<mailto:bruce@la.gov>;
Kate.Gross@illinois.gov<mailto:Kate.Gross@illinois.gov>;
brian.haile@tn.gov<mailto:brian.haile@tn.gov>;
julian.harris@state.ma.us<mailto:julian.harris@state.ma.us>; DWAYNE.HENRY@LGO-
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VI.GOV<mailto:DWAYNE.HENRY@LGO-VI.GOV>;
elizabeth.hoy@wyo.gov<mailto:elizabeth.hoy@wyo.gov>;
ahyman@rwjf.org<mailto:ahyman@rwjf.org>;
carrie.johnson@state.sd.us<mailto:carrie.johnson@state.sd.us>;
joni.jones@arkansas.gov<mailto:joni.jones@arkansas.gov>;
thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us<mailto:thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us>;
lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov<mailto:lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>;
Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov<mailto:Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov>;
janie.miller@ky.gov<mailto:janie.miller@ky.gov>;
taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov<mailto:taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov>;
dan.pollock@state.mn.us<mailto:dan.pollock@state.mn.us>;
ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov<mailto:ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov>;
priestc@michigan.gov<mailto:priestc@michigan.gov>;
cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us<mailto:cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us>;
Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us<mailto:Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us>;
tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov<mailto:tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov>;
jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us<mailto:jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us>;
Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us<mailto:Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>;
jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov<mailto:jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov>;
mshaffer@georgia.gov<mailto:mshaffer@georgia.gov>; Andrew Silvestri;
cheryl.smith@leavittpartners.com<mailto:cheryl.smith
Carol.Steckel@la.gov<mailto:Carol.Steckel@la.gov>;
william.streur@alaska.gov<mailto:william.streur@alaska.gov>;
neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us<mailto:neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us>;
Katrin.Teel@maine.gov<mailto:Katrin.Teel@maine.gov>;
nthurston@utah.gov<mailto:nthurston@utah.gov>;
jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us<mailto:jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us>;
kea.warne@state.sd.us<mailto:kea.warne@state.sd.us>
Cc: Schiff, Maria; Bailey, Kathryn
Subject: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Importance: High

[cid:image001.gif@01CC72B8.1048FEF0]
Thank you for making the September 8-9, 2011 Health Insurance Exchange Meeting a success. 
Attached you will find the reimbursement form.  Please complete the form with original applicable
receipts and submit to me by October 10, 2011.  Submitting all required documents will avoid delay in
the processing of your expenses.  So please carefully read the form instructions.

In addition,  NGA’s policy requires reimbursement expenses to be submitted within 30 days after the
meeting/conference.  Request received after the meeting date will not be reimbursed.  Please bear in
mind that NGA generally processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks.  Should you
have any questions please feel free to contact me via phone or email.

Kind regards,

Leslie Donaldson
Administrative Coordinator
NGA Center for Best Practices
Health Division
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 267
Washington, DC  20001
Tel:  202) 624-5343
Fax:  202) 624-7825
Web:  www.nga.org<http://www.nga.org>

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
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use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Morris, Jerry (Coburn)
Subject: RE: RELEASE - Dr. Coburn Applauds Governor Fallin"s Decision Regarding Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:30:00 AM

Thanks.  I got it yesterday.  Appreciate the statement.

 

From: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) [mailto:Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:29 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: RELEASE - Dr. Coburn Applauds Governor Fallin's Decision Regarding Obamacare
 
Good morning, Aaron.  I wanted to make sure you received the following release that we put out late
yesterday afternoon . . .
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Immediate Release                                                                                   November 19,
2012
John Hart, Communications Director                                    Aaron Fobes, Deputy Press
Secretary
John_Hart@coburn.senate.gov                                                    
Aaron_Fobes@coburn.senate.gov  
202-228-5357; (cell) 202-679-1029                                          202-2248-5358; (cell) 202-664-
4796
 

Dr. Coburn Applauds Governor Fallin’s Decision
Regarding Obamacare

                                                                                                                                          
 
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D. (R-OK) released the following
statement today regarding Governor Mary Fallin’s announcement that Oklahoma will not
institute a health care exchange nor expand Medicaid under the Patient’s Protection and
Affordable Care Act.
 
“I applaud Governor Fallin's decision. Obamacare's Medicaid expansion and exchange would
have, in the long run, hurt Oklahoma patients by increasing their costs, reducing their choices
and placing an unsustainable fiscal burden on our state,” said Dr. Coburn.  
 

###
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: REPLY: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 2:09:00 PM

Shit. I always forget about those things…
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 2:08 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: REPLY: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
Will gmf get Friday’s & today’s clips today?
I really would do them, but she’s got me working on too many other things right now…
 
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 8:09 AM
Subject: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – State liaison wants to improve tribal interactions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120819_16_A21_CUTLIN645962
 
The Oklahoman – Two are named to ODHS governing board
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http://newsok.com/fallin-names-2-women-to-dhs-governing-board/article/3701976
 
Sequoyah County Times – Many cities spray for mosquito control
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/article_d4e5b74e-e891-11e1-8bf9-0019bb30f31a.html
 
The Norman Transcript – Fallin recommends changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1088166350/Fallin-recommends-changes
 
Enid News & Eagle – Retired Enid dentist’s term on commission overseeing DHS has
expired, ending 9 years
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1685969400/Retired-Enid-dentist-s-term-on-commission-
overseeing-DHS-has-expired-ending-9-years
 
Edmond Sun – Gov. appoints 2 Edmond women to commission
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1144044687/Gov-appoints-2-Edmond-women-to-
commission
 
Tulsa World – BA foundation’s $10,000 pledge to help adult learners
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_78_A16_BROKEN502832
 
Tulsa World – Fallin appoints 2 Edmond women to commission for human services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
 
The Norman Transcript – Opinion: Pardon, parole fuss could hurt SQ 762
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x236908953/Pardon-parole-fuss-could-hurt-SQ-762
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Oklahoma hates big government but loves the money
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
 
Enid News & Eagle – Opinion: Thumbs up to CDSA for its move to a new location
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-
location
 
Muskogee Phoenix – HD 14 Dems frown on tax cuts
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x946182782/HD14-Dems-frown-on-tax-cuts
The Journal Record – State IT office receives proposals for cost reductions
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-
capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Drought forces Oklahoma agriculture producers to ponder hard choices
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-

38285

http://newsok.com/fallin-names-2-women-to-dhs-governing-board/article/3701976
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/article_d4e5b74e-e891-11e1-8bf9-0019bb30f31a.html
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1088166350/Fallin-recommends-changes
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1685969400/Retired-Enid-dentist-s-term-on-commission-overseeing-DHS-has-expired-ending-9-years
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1685969400/Retired-Enid-dentist-s-term-on-commission-overseeing-DHS-has-expired-ending-9-years
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1144044687/Gov-appoints-2-Edmond-women-to-commission
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1144044687/Gov-appoints-2-Edmond-women-to-commission
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_78_A16_BROKEN502832
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_78_A16_BROKEN502832
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x236908953/Pardon-parole-fuss-could-hurt-SQ-762
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-location
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-location
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x946182782/HD14-Dems-frown-on-tax-cuts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-capitol/
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-choices/article/3702048


choices/article/3702048
 
The Oklahoman – More openness sought in Oklahoma’s budget process
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-budget-process-criticized-more-openness-
sought/article/3702160
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Borne calls for federal investigation of hospital
auditors
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-rep.-dan-boren-calls-for-investigation-of-hospital-
auditors/article/3702161
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond schools increase security through technology
http://newsok.com/edmond-schools-increase-security-through-technology/article/3702292
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma voters to decide intangible- property tax issue
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-intangible-property-tax-issue/article/3702304?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Continued engagement needed between OKC school
policymakers, patrons
http://newsok.com/continued-engagement-needed-between-okc-school-policymakers-
patrons/article/3701720?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: More gun-control laws won’t necessarily make a positive
difference
http://newsok.com/more-gun-control-laws-wont-necessarily-make-a-positive-
difference/article/3701699?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Giving serious attention to Oklahoma judicial races is a good
thing
http://newsok.com/giving-serious-attention-to-oklahoma-judicial-races-is-a-good-
thing/article/3701698?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Repeated Biden gaffes shouldn’t be overlooked
http://newsok.com/repeated-biden-gaffes-shouldnt-be-overlooked/article/3701697?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Two OKC events put spotlight on energy industry
http://newsok.com/scissortales-two-oklahoma-city-events-put-spotlight-on-energy-
industry/article/3701689?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Washington Examiner – Obama’s abortion distraction
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-obamas-abortion-
distraction/article/2505362?custom_click=rss
 
The Washington Examiner – Gibbs confirms central part of Romney-Ryan attack on
Obamacare’s IPAB
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gibbs-confirms-central-part-of-romney-ryan-attack-on-
obamacares-ipab/article/2505316?custom_click=rss
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The Associated Press – Ecuador offers subsidized fuel for flights
http://newsok.com/ecuador-offers-subsidized-fuel-for-flights/article/3702247
 
The Oklahoman – Early runoff primary voting begins Friday in Okla.
http://newsok.com/early-runoff-primary-voting-begins-friday-in-oklahoma/article/3702009
 
Tulsa World – New OHP rule limits state troopers joining highway pursuits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120820_11_A1_OKLAHO634037
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Oklahoma voters favor Romney by wide margin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_16_A1_Tetpoh224453
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans lost $3.6 million due to arson this fiscal year
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=450&articleid=20120820_11_A11_Tulsan708193
 
Tulsa World – Open records response varies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN268235
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Ryan to discuss Medicare with New Hampshire voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_688_0_hrimgs340380
 
Tulsa World – BOK back in acquisition mode
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_CUTLIN301333
 
Tulsa World – BOK Financial acquires Milestone Group wealth management firm
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_BOKFin394226
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Our music
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_61_A9_Iuioor536113
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Capitol art
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_11_A9_Therea80449
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Need for help continues after the Creek County wildfires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_CUTLIN864991
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Tulsa schools praised nationally, snubbed by state leaders
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_Itsref97797
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Tulsa World – Okla. tribal cigarette sales at decade low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN482028
 
Tulsa World – Outdated law blocks access to public records
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A5_Oneoft270229
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma poll: School funding is important to state’s voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_16_A1_Almost139894
 
Tulsa World – Obama, Romney compete for undecideds, stoke base
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_13_A10_CUTLIN318343
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma leaders push open budget process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120819_16_A23_OKLAHO628447
 
Tulsa World – Bill would expand fertility coverage for vets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120819_13_A12_CUTLIN554614
 
The Journal Record – OCC supervisor: Increased drilling activity can lead to more illegal
dumping incidents
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/illegal-dumping-continues-no-proposed-rule-changes-
yet-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Expo speaker: Energy industry needs to change tactics
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/expo-speaker-energy-industry-needs-to-change-tactics-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma unemployment rate rises slightly in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/oklahoma-unemployment-rate-rises-slightly-in-july-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Measure of U.S. economy rises .4 pct in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/measure-of-u-s-economy-rises-0-4-percent-in-july0-
general-news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
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Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: REPLY: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 2:20:00 PM

Haha! I know. I need you to stay after me on it but I like that you don’t… If that makes any
sense…
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 2:12 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: REPLY: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
And I try not to hound you about the clips because you are a big boy now…
J
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 2:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: REPLY: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
Shit. I always forget about those things…
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 2:08 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: REPLY: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
Will gmf get Friday’s & today’s clips today?
I really would do them, but she’s got me working on too many other things right now…
 
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 8:09 AM
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Subject: 8/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – State liaison wants to improve tribal interactions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120819_16_A21_CUTLIN645962
 
The Oklahoman – Two are named to ODHS governing board
http://newsok.com/fallin-names-2-women-to-dhs-governing-board/article/3701976
 
Sequoyah County Times – Many cities spray for mosquito control
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/article_d4e5b74e-e891-11e1-8bf9-0019bb30f31a.html
 
The Norman Transcript – Fallin recommends changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1088166350/Fallin-recommends-changes
 
Enid News & Eagle – Retired Enid dentist’s term on commission overseeing DHS has
expired, ending 9 years
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1685969400/Retired-Enid-dentist-s-term-on-commission-
overseeing-DHS-has-expired-ending-9-years
 
Edmond Sun – Gov. appoints 2 Edmond women to commission
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1144044687/Gov-appoints-2-Edmond-women-to-
commission
 
Tulsa World – BA foundation’s $10,000 pledge to help adult learners
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_78_A16_BROKEN502832
 
Tulsa World – Fallin appoints 2 Edmond women to commission for human services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
 
The Norman Transcript – Opinion: Pardon, parole fuss could hurt SQ 762
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http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x236908953/Pardon-parole-fuss-could-hurt-SQ-762
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Oklahoma hates big government but loves the money
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
 
Enid News & Eagle – Opinion: Thumbs up to CDSA for its move to a new location
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-
location
 
Muskogee Phoenix – HD 14 Dems frown on tax cuts
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x946182782/HD14-Dems-frown-on-tax-cuts
The Journal Record – State IT office receives proposals for cost reductions
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-
capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Drought forces Oklahoma agriculture producers to ponder hard choices
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-
choices/article/3702048
 
The Oklahoman – More openness sought in Oklahoma’s budget process
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-budget-process-criticized-more-openness-
sought/article/3702160
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Borne calls for federal investigation of hospital
auditors
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-rep.-dan-boren-calls-for-investigation-of-hospital-
auditors/article/3702161
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond schools increase security through technology
http://newsok.com/edmond-schools-increase-security-through-technology/article/3702292
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma voters to decide intangible- property tax issue
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-intangible-property-tax-issue/article/3702304?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Continued engagement needed between OKC school
policymakers, patrons
http://newsok.com/continued-engagement-needed-between-okc-school-policymakers-
patrons/article/3701720?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: More gun-control laws won’t necessarily make a positive
difference
http://newsok.com/more-gun-control-laws-wont-necessarily-make-a-positive-
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difference/article/3701699?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Giving serious attention to Oklahoma judicial races is a good
thing
http://newsok.com/giving-serious-attention-to-oklahoma-judicial-races-is-a-good-
thing/article/3701698?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Repeated Biden gaffes shouldn’t be overlooked
http://newsok.com/repeated-biden-gaffes-shouldnt-be-overlooked/article/3701697?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Two OKC events put spotlight on energy industry
http://newsok.com/scissortales-two-oklahoma-city-events-put-spotlight-on-energy-
industry/article/3701689?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Washington Examiner – Obama’s abortion distraction
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-obamas-abortion-
distraction/article/2505362?custom_click=rss
 
The Washington Examiner – Gibbs confirms central part of Romney-Ryan attack on
Obamacare’s IPAB
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gibbs-confirms-central-part-of-romney-ryan-attack-on-
obamacares-ipab/article/2505316?custom_click=rss
 
The Associated Press – Ecuador offers subsidized fuel for flights
http://newsok.com/ecuador-offers-subsidized-fuel-for-flights/article/3702247
 
The Oklahoman – Early runoff primary voting begins Friday in Okla.
http://newsok.com/early-runoff-primary-voting-begins-friday-in-oklahoma/article/3702009
 
Tulsa World – New OHP rule limits state troopers joining highway pursuits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120820_11_A1_OKLAHO634037
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Oklahoma voters favor Romney by wide margin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_16_A1_Tetpoh224453
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans lost $3.6 million due to arson this fiscal year
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=450&articleid=20120820_11_A11_Tulsan708193
 
Tulsa World – Open records response varies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN268235
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Ryan to discuss Medicare with New Hampshire voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_688_0_hrimgs340380
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Tulsa World – BOK back in acquisition mode
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_CUTLIN301333
 
Tulsa World – BOK Financial acquires Milestone Group wealth management firm
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_BOKFin394226
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Our music
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_61_A9_Iuioor536113
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Capitol art
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_11_A9_Therea80449
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Need for help continues after the Creek County wildfires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_CUTLIN864991
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Tulsa schools praised nationally, snubbed by state leaders
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_Itsref97797
 
Tulsa World – Okla. tribal cigarette sales at decade low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN482028
 
Tulsa World – Outdated law blocks access to public records
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A5_Oneoft270229
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma poll: School funding is important to state’s voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_16_A1_Almost139894
 
Tulsa World – Obama, Romney compete for undecideds, stoke base
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_13_A10_CUTLIN318343
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma leaders push open budget process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120819_16_A23_OKLAHO628447
 
Tulsa World – Bill would expand fertility coverage for vets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120819_13_A12_CUTLIN554614
 
The Journal Record – OCC supervisor: Increased drilling activity can lead to more illegal
dumping incidents
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/illegal-dumping-continues-no-proposed-rule-changes-
yet-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Expo speaker: Energy industry needs to change tactics
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/expo-speaker-energy-industry-needs-to-change-tactics-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma unemployment rate rises slightly in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/oklahoma-unemployment-rate-rises-slightly-in-july-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Measure of U.S. economy rises .4 pct in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/measure-of-u-s-economy-rises-0-4-percent-in-july0-
general-news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Re: Republican governors" statements on health care decision
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:47:04 PM

Thanks!

On Jun 28, 2012, at 16:46, "Travis Brauer" <Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Yes sir!
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:46 PM
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Fwd: Republican governors' statements on health care decision
 

Can u print each statement and give to gmf? 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dustin Huffman" <
To: "Marie Sanderson" <  "Lindsay
Russell" <
Subject: Republican governors' statements on health care
decision

All:

Attached is a document outlining what the republican governors are
saying about the Supreme Court ruling on Obamacare. Please let us
know if your state has released a statement that is not on the list.

Thanks,
Dustin

Dustin Huffman
Policy Aide
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: (202) 

mailto:
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Republican governors" statements on health care decision
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:46:00 PM

Yes sir!
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:46 PM
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Fwd: Republican governors' statements on health care decision
 

Can u print each statement and give to gmf? 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dustin Huffman" <
To: "Marie Sanderson" <  "Lindsay Russell"
<
Subject: Republican governors' statements on health care decision

All:

Attached is a document outlining what the republican governors are saying about
the Supreme Court ruling on Obamacare. Please let us know if your state has
released a statement that is not on the list.

Thanks,
Dustin

Dustin Huffman
Policy Aide
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: (202) 

mailto:
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: revised answer re: exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:57:00 PM

Added highlighted section re: Nov 16 deadlines
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:45 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: revised answer re: exchanges
 
Look ok?
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.”
 
However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered by
the failure of the Obama Administration to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information from the White House. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered by
the president. It is disappointing and, quite frankly, shocking that so little information has been
provided regarding what the Obama administration considers its signature achievement. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline:
The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA
guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe that it is true that
‘Oklahoma will be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline.’ Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of
the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the Obama
administration refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.  
 
Medicaid expansion
(this is our old answer. I recommend leaving this as is for the time being and next week or sometime
in the near future we can unload on inflexibility, cost, etc and talk about pursuing our own route to

38298

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://rgppc.com/medicaid-and-exchange-letter-2/


reform):
The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision.
Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet and health care experts in
Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: revised answer re: exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 2:02:00 PM

Sure are u still in katie’s office?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 2:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: revised answer re: exchanges
 
Can we discuss please
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 01:57 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: revised answer re: exchanges 
 
Added highlighted section re: Nov 16 deadlines
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:45 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: revised answer re: exchanges
 
Look ok?
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.”
 
However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered by
the failure of the Obama Administration to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information from the White House. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered by
the president. It is disappointing and, quite frankly, shocking that so little information has been
provided regarding what the Obama administration considers its signature achievement. “
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Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline:
The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA
guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe that it is true that
‘Oklahoma will be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline.’ Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of
the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the Obama
administration refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.  
 
Medicaid expansion
(this is our old answer. I recommend leaving this as is for the time being and next week or sometime
in the near future we can unload on inflexibility, cost, etc and talk about pursuing our own route to
reform):
The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision.
Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet and health care experts in
Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Scott Mason
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 7:40:48 PM

Thanks Katie. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 07:03 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fw: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 

 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 06:54 PM
To: Adam.nordstrom  <  Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 
Guys—
 
In an effort to make you guys aware of moving parts for the Governors’ meeting in Las Vegas, below
is a summary of your subcommittee’s report. I expect most of the policy portion to be dedicated to
Obamacare and the conversations as of late, and I do not expect governors to be asked to make a
subcommittee report. Nevertheless, I wanted to share with you what we have prepared for your
committee. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Federalism (Fallin and Brownback)

·         This subcommittee worked with the other committees to weave themes of Federalism
throughout the language used in reports, letters and press releases. 

·         This subcommittee also has investigated potential partnerships with other organizations,
such as the National Association of Counties to evaluate unfunded mandates.

 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

38302

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006232
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:15:20 PM

I think hold off for now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 
This is the letter w questions RGA sent. Ask Katie though first if we want to share. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: July 10, 2012, 14:39:34 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Lindsay Russell <
Subject: FW: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama

 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to
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President Obama
 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, chairman of the Republican Governors
Association, sent a letter on behalf of Republican governors to President Obama
today seeking clarification on critical outstanding questions related to the federal
health care law in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision.
 
To read a copy of the letter in its entirety, click HERE. An excerpt of Governor
McDonnell’s letter, including the questions, is below:
 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the
PPACA, states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions
in the wake of the Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy
decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications
of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly
increasing the size of government to manage these programs.
 
The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs
remains significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources
available to states to spend on other meaningful priorities like education, the
environment, public safety and infrastructure.
 
Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed
by PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing
share of state budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid
without reform would do anything other than put more strain on state budgets and
the taxpayers, especially when considering that many pernicious provisions that
curtail state flexibility remain.
 
While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining
whether a Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face
other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-
insurance exchange or accept the default of a federal exchange.  As the exchange
issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with shouldering
all the responsibility without any authority.
 
If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its
citizens, it is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income
individuals who do not qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon
the authors of PPACA and your Administration to detail precisely how you intend
to address this situation. 
 
We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully
functional exchanges in place by the Fall of 2013 in order for millions of
Americans to be able to purchase coverage beginning January 2014.  We
respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that
demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the responsible
course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do
not understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement
PPACA, with deficits already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency,
and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an outrageous record of
nearly $16 trillion.
 
The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation
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– for decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose
wisely. We have taken the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical
questions that must have answers before states can determine best how to proceed
in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task with a sense of great
responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and complete
knowledge of all the implications of our decision.

 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1.)    Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed,
revised and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result
of the Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations,
exchange regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the
schedule for re-issuing these regulations?
 

2.)    When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential
health benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?

 
3.)    The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for

Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we
expect extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty
caused by the Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid
expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition,
will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership exchange? 
Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? 

 
4.)    When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates.
How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare
exchanges be sustained?

 
5.)    States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be

a charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional
reinsurance programs.

 
6.)    When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for
linking to the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to
know if a state-based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what
the contents of a federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time
for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more
sense for a particular state.

 
7.)    When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be

available for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly
for each state to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces
will work.

 
8.)    If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange
states, when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s
insurers be released?
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9.)    It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to
appropriate money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the
enactment provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to
fund exchanges without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10.) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and

implementation grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? 
Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus
putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties
does the federal government envision in this case?

 
11.) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be
better?  Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the
states?

 
12.) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide
Medicaid eligibility determination. How will this work if some states
participate and others do not?

 
13.) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision

in the law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer
and fewer people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify
will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that
change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think
people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14.) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for

states to improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social
service programs. Will that funding continue?   

 
15.) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid

program, states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless
point of entry for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the
Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic
Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small
Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves
another major question on the table.  What about all of the other social service
programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social
service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?

 
16.) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that
must be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing
the requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures
these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17.) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will

they be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to
operate a high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
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1.)    When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 

2.)    Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be
participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the
exchange declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to
be implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3.)    Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4.)    Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 

5.)    Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but
the federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program? 
Will you waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the
penalties for failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was
a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the
MOE no longer effective?

 
6.)    Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for
PPACA. 

 
7.)    Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they
expand to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical
eligibility criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the
state’s criteria?

 
8.)    If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the

PPACA, but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still
eligible for the 75% to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded
population?

 
9.)    Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or
accountability provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health
Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s choice?

 
10.) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states
give further input on the needed reforms?

 
11.) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will
be exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?
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12.) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state

flexibility, and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the
expansion?

 
13.)  The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when
will HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for
a state that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the
remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement
a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state
implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the
uninsured/uncompensated care services?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:59:17 AM

I would think we could say the RGA sent a letter voicing some of our questions and concerns, many
of which have not yet been answered.
Do we know that they have not been answered? This was sent in July  … it would suck to
point towards, for instance, the question “When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued”
… and then be told by a reporter they already have. Ditto on every other question
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 
This is the letter w questions RGA sent. Ask Katie though first if we want to share. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: July 10, 2012, 14:39:34 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Lindsay Russell <
Subject: FW: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama

 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to

President Obama
 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, chairman of the Republican Governors
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Association, sent a letter on behalf of Republican governors to President Obama
today seeking clarification on critical outstanding questions related to the federal
health care law in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision.
 
To read a copy of the letter in its entirety, click HERE. An excerpt of Governor
McDonnell’s letter, including the questions, is below:
 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the
PPACA, states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions
in the wake of the Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy
decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications
of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly
increasing the size of government to manage these programs.
 
The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs
remains significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources
available to states to spend on other meaningful priorities like education, the
environment, public safety and infrastructure.
 
Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed
by PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing
share of state budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid
without reform would do anything other than put more strain on state budgets and
the taxpayers, especially when considering that many pernicious provisions that
curtail state flexibility remain.
 
While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining
whether a Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face
other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-
insurance exchange or accept the default of a federal exchange.  As the exchange
issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with shouldering
all the responsibility without any authority.
 
If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its
citizens, it is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income
individuals who do not qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon
the authors of PPACA and your Administration to detail precisely how you intend
to address this situation. 
 
We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully
functional exchanges in place by the Fall of 2013 in order for millions of
Americans to be able to purchase coverage beginning January 2014.  We
respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that
demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the responsible
course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do
not understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement
PPACA, with deficits already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency,
and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an outrageous record of
nearly $16 trillion.
 
The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation
– for decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose
wisely. We have taken the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical
questions that must have answers before states can determine best how to proceed
in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task with a sense of great
responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and complete
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knowledge of all the implications of our decision.
 

Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1.)    Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed,
revised and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result
of the Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations,
exchange regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the
schedule for re-issuing these regulations?
 

2.)    When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential
health benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?

 
3.)    The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for

Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we
expect extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty
caused by the Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid
expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition,
will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership exchange? 
Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? 

 
4.)    When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates.
How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare
exchanges be sustained?

 
5.)    States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be

a charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional
reinsurance programs.

 
6.)    When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for
linking to the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to
know if a state-based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what
the contents of a federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time
for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more
sense for a particular state.

 
7.)    When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be

available for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly
for each state to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces
will work.

 
8.)    If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange
states, when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s
insurers be released?

 
9.)    It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to

appropriate money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the
enactment provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to
fund exchanges without Congressional action to appropriate money. 
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10.) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and
implementation grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? 
Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus
putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties
does the federal government envision in this case?

 
11.) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be
better?  Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the
states?

 
12.) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide
Medicaid eligibility determination. How will this work if some states
participate and others do not?

 
13.) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision

in the law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer
and fewer people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify
will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that
change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think
people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14.) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for

states to improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social
service programs. Will that funding continue?   

 
15.) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid

program, states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless
point of entry for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the
Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic
Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small
Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves
another major question on the table.  What about all of the other social service
programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social
service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?

 
16.) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that
must be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing
the requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures
these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17.) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will

they be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to
operate a high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 

1.)    When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and
related topics?
 

2.)    Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be
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participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the
exchange declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to
be implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3.)    Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4.)    Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 

5.)    Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but
the federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program? 
Will you waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the
penalties for failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was
a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the
MOE no longer effective?

 
6.)    Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for
PPACA. 

 
7.)    Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they
expand to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical
eligibility criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the
state’s criteria?

 
8.)    If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the

PPACA, but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still
eligible for the 75% to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded
population?

 
9.)    Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or
accountability provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health
Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s choice?

 
10.) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states
give further input on the needed reforms?

 
11.) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will
be exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12.) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state

flexibility, and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the
expansion?
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13.)  The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a
methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when
will HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for
a state that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the
remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement
a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state
implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the
uninsured/uncompensated care services?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:59:00 AM

I would think we could say the RGA sent a letter voicing some of our questions and concerns, many
of which have not yet been answered.
Do we know that they have not been answered? This was sent in July  … it would suck to
point towards, for instance, the question “When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued”
… and then be told by a reporter they already have. Ditto on every other question
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 
This is the letter w questions RGA sent. Ask Katie though first if we want to share. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: July 10, 2012, 14:39:34 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Lindsay Russell <
Subject: FW: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama

 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to

President Obama
 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, chairman of the Republican Governors
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Association, sent a letter on behalf of Republican governors to President Obama
today seeking clarification on critical outstanding questions related to the federal
health care law in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision.
 
To read a copy of the letter in its entirety, click HERE. An excerpt of Governor
McDonnell’s letter, including the questions, is below:
 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the
PPACA, states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions
in the wake of the Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy
decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications
of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly
increasing the size of government to manage these programs.
 
The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs
remains significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources
available to states to spend on other meaningful priorities like education, the
environment, public safety and infrastructure.
 
Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed
by PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing
share of state budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid
without reform would do anything other than put more strain on state budgets and
the taxpayers, especially when considering that many pernicious provisions that
curtail state flexibility remain.
 
While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining
whether a Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face
other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-
insurance exchange or accept the default of a federal exchange.  As the exchange
issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with shouldering
all the responsibility without any authority.
 
If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its
citizens, it is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income
individuals who do not qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon
the authors of PPACA and your Administration to detail precisely how you intend
to address this situation. 
 
We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully
functional exchanges in place by the Fall of 2013 in order for millions of
Americans to be able to purchase coverage beginning January 2014.  We
respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that
demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the responsible
course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do
not understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement
PPACA, with deficits already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency,
and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an outrageous record of
nearly $16 trillion.
 
The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation
– for decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose
wisely. We have taken the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical
questions that must have answers before states can determine best how to proceed
in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task with a sense of great
responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and complete
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knowledge of all the implications of our decision.
 

Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1.)    Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed,
revised and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result
of the Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations,
exchange regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the
schedule for re-issuing these regulations?
 

2.)    When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential
health benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?

 
3.)    The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for

Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we
expect extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty
caused by the Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid
expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition,
will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership exchange? 
Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? 

 
4.)    When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates.
How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare
exchanges be sustained?

 
5.)    States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be

a charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional
reinsurance programs.

 
6.)    When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for
linking to the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to
know if a state-based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what
the contents of a federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time
for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more
sense for a particular state.

 
7.)    When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be

available for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly
for each state to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces
will work.

 
8.)    If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange
states, when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s
insurers be released?

 
9.)    It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to

appropriate money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the
enactment provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to
fund exchanges without Congressional action to appropriate money. 
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10.) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and
implementation grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? 
Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus
putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties
does the federal government envision in this case?

 
11.) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be
better?  Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the
states?

 
12.) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide
Medicaid eligibility determination. How will this work if some states
participate and others do not?

 
13.) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision

in the law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer
and fewer people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify
will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that
change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think
people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14.) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for

states to improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social
service programs. Will that funding continue?   

 
15.) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid

program, states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless
point of entry for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the
Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic
Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small
Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves
another major question on the table.  What about all of the other social service
programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social
service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?

 
16.) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that
must be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing
the requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures
these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17.) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will

they be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to
operate a high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 

1.)    When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and
related topics?
 

2.)    Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be
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participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the
exchange declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to
be implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3.)    Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4.)    Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 

5.)    Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but
the federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program? 
Will you waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the
penalties for failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was
a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the
MOE no longer effective?

 
6.)    Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for
PPACA. 

 
7.)    Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they
expand to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical
eligibility criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the
state’s criteria?

 
8.)    If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the

PPACA, but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still
eligible for the 75% to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded
population?

 
9.)    Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or
accountability provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health
Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s choice?

 
10.) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states
give further input on the needed reforms?

 
11.) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will
be exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12.) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state

flexibility, and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the
expansion?
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13.)  The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a
methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when
will HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for
a state that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the
remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement
a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state
implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the
uninsured/uncompensated care services?
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:16:23 PM

They have issued no further guidance or rules since this summer
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:59 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 
I would think we could say the RGA sent a letter voicing some of our questions and concerns, many
of which have not yet been answered.
Do we know that they have not been answered? This was sent in July  … it would suck to
point towards, for instance, the question “When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued”
… and then be told by a reporter they already have. Ditto on every other question
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:52 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 
This is the letter w questions RGA sent. Ask Katie though first if we want to share. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: July 10, 2012, 14:39:34 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Lindsay Russell <
Subject: FW: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama

 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to

President Obama
 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, chairman of the Republican Governors
Association, sent a letter on behalf of Republican governors to President Obama
today seeking clarification on critical outstanding questions related to the federal
health care law in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision.
 
To read a copy of the letter in its entirety, click HERE. An excerpt of Governor
McDonnell’s letter, including the questions, is below:
 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the
PPACA, states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions
in the wake of the Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy
decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications
of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly
increasing the size of government to manage these programs.
 
The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs
remains significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources
available to states to spend on other meaningful priorities like education, the
environment, public safety and infrastructure.
 
Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed
by PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing
share of state budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid
without reform would do anything other than put more strain on state budgets and
the taxpayers, especially when considering that many pernicious provisions that
curtail state flexibility remain.
 
While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining
whether a Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face
other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-
insurance exchange or accept the default of a federal exchange.  As the exchange
issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with shouldering
all the responsibility without any authority.
 
If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its
citizens, it is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income
individuals who do not qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon
the authors of PPACA and your Administration to detail precisely how you intend
to address this situation. 
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We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully
functional exchanges in place by the Fall of 2013 in order for millions of
Americans to be able to purchase coverage beginning January 2014.  We
respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that
demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the responsible
course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do
not understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement
PPACA, with deficits already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency,
and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an outrageous record of
nearly $16 trillion.
 
The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation
– for decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose
wisely. We have taken the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical
questions that must have answers before states can determine best how to proceed
in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task with a sense of great
responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and complete
knowledge of all the implications of our decision.

 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1.)    Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed,
revised and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result
of the Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations,
exchange regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the
schedule for re-issuing these regulations?
 

2.)    When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential
health benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?

 
3.)    The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for

Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we
expect extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty
caused by the Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid
expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition,
will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership exchange? 
Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? 

 
4.)    When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates.
How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare
exchanges be sustained?

 
5.)    States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be

a charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional
reinsurance programs.

 
6.)    When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for
linking to the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to
know if a state-based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what
the contents of a federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time
for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more
sense for a particular state.
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7.)    When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be

available for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly
for each state to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces
will work.

 
8.)    If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange
states, when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s
insurers be released?

 
9.)    It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to

appropriate money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the
enactment provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to
fund exchanges without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10.) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and

implementation grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? 
Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus
putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties
does the federal government envision in this case?

 
11.) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be
better?  Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the
states?

 
12.) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide
Medicaid eligibility determination. How will this work if some states
participate and others do not?

 
13.) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision

in the law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer
and fewer people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify
will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that
change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think
people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14.) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for

states to improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social
service programs. Will that funding continue?   

 
15.) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid

program, states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless
point of entry for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the
Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic
Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small
Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves
another major question on the table.  What about all of the other social service
programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social
service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?

 
16.) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of
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Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that
must be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing
the requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures
these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17.) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will

they be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to
operate a high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 

1.)    When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and
related topics?
 

2.)    Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be
participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the
exchange declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to
be implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3.)    Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4.)    Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 

5.)    Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but
the federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program? 
Will you waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the
penalties for failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was
a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the
MOE no longer effective?

 
6.)    Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for
PPACA. 

 
7.)    Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they
expand to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical
eligibility criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the
state’s criteria?

 
8.)    If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the

PPACA, but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still
eligible for the 75% to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded
population?

 
9.)    Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or
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accountability provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health
Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s choice?

 
10.) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states
give further input on the needed reforms?

 
11.) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will
be exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12.) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state

flexibility, and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the
expansion?

 
13.)  The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when
will HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for
a state that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the
remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement
a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state
implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the
uninsured/uncompensated care services?
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: rga obamacare care talkers
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 3:30:13 PM

Can you get a personal email from him?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2012 03:28 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: rga obamacare care talkers 
 
Brian.King@oid.ok.gov
 
Can u send brian the RGA talkers?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Seth Levey; Debbie Hohlt; Marie Sanderson; "Marie Sanderson"; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov;
hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov;
"Candice Whitfield"; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; griffin ; wstruble ;
wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; ts ; Bkanzeg ;
aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us;
rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov;
Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov;
Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ; ",";
"Moore, Brian, GOV"; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ","; "Rojas, Elizabeth"; "Lowell Arye"; "Jonathan Ringo";
"Stafford Olivia Palmieri"; shawn.reese@wyo.gov

Subject: RE: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST
Date: Monday, August 22, 2011 11:00:00 AM

And Oklahoma

-----Original Message-----
From: Seth Levey [mailto:
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Debbie Hohlt; Marie Sanderson; 'Marie Sanderson'; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ;
macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ;
brian.mcmanus2 ; JohnPatrick.Walsh ;
Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew
Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us;
Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; 'Candice Whitfield';
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov;
Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ;
ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov;
Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov;
Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ; ',';
'Moore, Brian, GOV'; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ','; 'Rojas, Elizabeth'; 'Lowell Arye'; 'Jonathan Ringo';
'Stafford Olivia Palmieri'; shawn.reese@wyo.gov
Subject: RE: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST

Mississippi, Arizona, Iowa, Wyoming, Utah, Alaska, and Pennsylvania

-----Original Message-----
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From: Debbie Hohlt [mailto:
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2011 10:56 AM
To: Marie Sanderson; 'Marie Sanderson'; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ;
macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ;
brian.mcmanus2 ; JohnPatrick.Walsh ;
Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov;
Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov; Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; 'Candice Whitfield'; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov;
chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; ts ;
Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ;
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ;
pjpgator ; ','; 'Moore, Brian, GOV'; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ','; 'Rojas, Elizabeth';
'Lowell Arye'; 'Jonathan Ringo'; 'Stafford Olivia Palmieri'; shawn.reese@wyo.gov
Subject: RE: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST

What states are on the EPA letter to date?

Deborah Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)

 (cell)

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2011 11:05 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov;
lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;
Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ;
chiproytexas ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov;
Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov;
hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us;
Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; Candice
Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov;
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ;
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ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike
Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; ts ;
Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov;
Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov;
katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV;
lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas, Elizabeth; Lowell Arye; Jonathan
Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri; shawn.reese@wyo.gov
Subject: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday morning at 10:30 AM EST.

Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  August 29 and 30th. Everyone
should be registered. We have over 70 governors staff registered...thank
you!   Should you have any questions about the event, please email

  Questions regarding your flights and hotels should be
directed to MBlock   Please advise your staff to bring plenty of
business cards for our networking session.

--  Healthcare Survey-  Attached is a healthcare survey we'd like staff
attending to fill out and send back to us. We'd like to share these comments
with our panelists to ensure we are providing you the information you want
to hear.  If you'll allow us to attribute your comments to you or your
state, we will publish this document for our networking session to enhance
your ability to meet think tanks, other states, and private sector entities
that have similiar issues or can offer assistance to your needs.

-- Healthcare task force- next conference call on RGPPC broader
document/report will be on Tuesday, August 23 at 5:00 PM EST. We will begin
approval process.  Final approval due Friday, August 26 at NOON EDT.  *** A
new copy with all of your edits will be sent Tuesday.

-- Energy Effort:  Your Chief of Staffs received the attached letters from
Governor Mead's office on Sunday.  RGPPC will be working with Governor Mead
and other interested governors in facilitating regular conversations with
governors on energy policy.  We also are planning three RGPPC Energy
summits, similar to our upcoming healthcare summit in DC. Please email Seth
at  if your governor would like to sign the letter,
attached, to Adminstrator Jackson or if you have any questions. Deadline is
COB, Wed, August 24. Governor Mead's policy director Shawn Reese also is
reached at Shawn.Reese@wyo.gov

-- Best practices:  we are still writing best practices reports. Please take
the time to let us know what to feature in your state. Send us your
"accomplishments" press releases.  Direct us to any useful websites.  Again,
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we will write your state's chapter/section and then send it to you to edit.
We will continue to feature 2 states a week on certain issues. Thanks in
advance for your cooperation in getting those proofed!   These reports will
be available on RGPPC.com.

-- Other Issues?:  Moving forward into other issues:  we'd like to move into
transportation, education and regulatory issues if there is enough interest
from the group to do so.  If your governor/you would like to lead on those
issues or another issue, please let us know.  We are striving to put
together leaderships teams on various issues.

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

5. NGA  Update: Lauren (NE)----Healthcare Exchange Conference Sept 8-9

6.  Other business?

Thanks to all-  mts

*****

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:12:00 AM

Ok thanks – let us take a look. Sorry – lots of emails.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
You and Katie were on this email.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 6:29 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Per our call this evening, the following email contains all the information in one place for your
convenience:
 
As the end of March quickly approaches, so does the second anniversary of Obamacare.  Thank you
for joining our conference call today to discuss our potential united efforts.  RGPPC is working with
the American Action Forum to provide talking points and communications assistance with op-
eds/other materials. Note: RGAs communications’ team will be contacting your press teams
separately.  

Key Dates and Info Needed below--- What we’ll request from you is in red. Given the quick
turnaround on much of this material, we will make ourselves available over the weekend should
anyone wish to discuss.
 
KEY DATES

March 19-23 (23rd actual anniversary) Obamacare Anniversary and Release of RGPPC Healthcare
report principles
March 28- Medicaid Expansion SCOTUS Oral Arguments

o    26th Anti-injunction arguments
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o    27th individual mandate arguments
o    28thth Medicaid expansion arguments

 
INFO NEEDED
 

·         OBAMACARE STATE COSTS NEEDED: DUE Fri, MARCH 16  The RGPPC, in partnership with
Congressional leadership would like to use this opportunity to reiterate just how costly
Obamacare has and will continue to be on states. To aid in this effort attached is a
document we used last year to describe those cost (see pages 6-13).  Please take just a few
moments to read over last year’s comments and make edits and updates. We need these
edits completed by Friday March 16-COB.  Please send your data in “talking point form”
approved by your press team and boss, as demonstrated in the 1/7/11 letter, attached.   We
also will accept other data from your  states (in addition to your amended quotes)- as each
of you have highlighted the costs to obamacare in your own unique ways. A list of mandates
from PPACA also is attached and other examples are below such as:  

 
1.        Cost of Medicaid Expansion
2.        Cost of Conducting Eligibility for Medicaid expansion and Insurance Entitlement up to

400% FPL
3.        Estimated # of employees who will lose employee coverage and cost estimates
4.        Unworkable nature of timelines/no final rules/complexity of building IT systems to ensure

program integrity, limit fraud and abuse
 
 

·         BLOCK GRANT SUPPORT QUOTES: Due Fri, MARCH 16 We anticipate that his budget will
support  block grant funding again this year.  If your governor supports block grant funding
and would like to support this concept in writing, we’d like to coordinate quotes from
supportive states.  Last year we wrote a leadership (TX, VA, MS, NJ) letter supporting block
grants; this year we ask for individual statements. 

 
·         APPROVAL OF HEALTHCARE STEERING COMMITTEE PRINCIPLES: Edits Due Wed, MARCH

14.  Approval Due Fri, MARCH 16 We will need your states approval of the healthcare
steering committee’s principles, which will guide our report writing process. We will release
a letter from leadership highlighting these principles.  We need general consensus that
states are comfortable with these principles.

 
Please let me or Marie know if you have any questions, comments/concerns or suggestions. We’ll
talk in more detail Monday afternoon about our comprehensive effort.   
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:20:00 AM

Not annoying. 
 
Aren’t these the same 7 principles we did like last year?
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
 
Oh my goodness I know. I’m glad that we are doing the new listserv. It has got to be irritating to get
all of our emails. Thanks for all of your help!
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 11:13 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
 
Ok thanks – let us take a look. Sorry – lots of emails.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
You and Katie were on this email.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 6:29 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
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Importance: High
 
All:
 
Per our call this evening, the following email contains all the information in one place for your
convenience:
 
As the end of March quickly approaches, so does the second anniversary of Obamacare.  Thank you
for joining our conference call today to discuss our potential united efforts.  RGPPC is working with
the American Action Forum to provide talking points and communications assistance with op-
eds/other materials. Note: RGAs communications’ team will be contacting your press teams
separately.  

Key Dates and Info Needed below--- What we’ll request from you is in red. Given the quick
turnaround on much of this material, we will make ourselves available over the weekend should
anyone wish to discuss.
 
KEY DATES

March 19-23 (23rd actual anniversary) Obamacare Anniversary and Release of RGPPC Healthcare
report principles
March 28- Medicaid Expansion SCOTUS Oral Arguments

o    26th Anti-injunction arguments

o    27th individual mandate arguments
o    28thth Medicaid expansion arguments

 
INFO NEEDED
 

·         OBAMACARE STATE COSTS NEEDED: DUE Fri, MARCH 16  The RGPPC, in partnership with
Congressional leadership would like to use this opportunity to reiterate just how costly
Obamacare has and will continue to be on states. To aid in this effort attached is a
document we used last year to describe those cost (see pages 6-13).  Please take just a few
moments to read over last year’s comments and make edits and updates. We need these
edits completed by Friday March 16-COB.  Please send your data in “talking point form”
approved by your press team and boss, as demonstrated in the 1/7/11 letter, attached.   We
also will accept other data from your  states (in addition to your amended quotes)- as each
of you have highlighted the costs to obamacare in your own unique ways. A list of mandates
from PPACA also is attached and other examples are below such as:  

 
1.        Cost of Medicaid Expansion
2.        Cost of Conducting Eligibility for Medicaid expansion and Insurance Entitlement up to

400% FPL
3.        Estimated # of employees who will lose employee coverage and cost estimates
4.        Unworkable nature of timelines/no final rules/complexity of building IT systems to ensure

program integrity, limit fraud and abuse
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·         BLOCK GRANT SUPPORT QUOTES: Due Fri, MARCH 16 We anticipate that his budget will

support  block grant funding again this year.  If your governor supports block grant funding
and would like to support this concept in writing, we’d like to coordinate quotes from
supportive states.  Last year we wrote a leadership (TX, VA, MS, NJ) letter supporting block
grants; this year we ask for individual statements. 

 
·         APPROVAL OF HEALTHCARE STEERING COMMITTEE PRINCIPLES: Edits Due Wed, MARCH

14.  Approval Due Fri, MARCH 16 We will need your states approval of the healthcare
steering committee’s principles, which will guide our report writing process. We will release
a letter from leadership highlighting these principles.  We need general consensus that
states are comfortable with these principles.

 
Please let me or Marie know if you have any questions, comments/concerns or suggestions. We’ll
talk in more detail Monday afternoon about our comprehensive effort.   
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:51:29 PM

I'm actually not in VA.  I have to go to Detroit instead. blah. 
________________________________________
From: Lindsay Russell [
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:09 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Okay, let me know. Have fun in VA! Miss me!

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:37 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Sorry – checking into it. We’ve gotten mixed numbers and we want to get it right.

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:22 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Importance: High

We are hoping to put this in front of all the govs on Saturday. Could you help me get this approved or
edited?

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:

From: Lindsay Russell
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 1:45 PM
To: 'Andrew Silvestri'; 'Katie Altshuler'; 'JulieK@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Dear Oklahoma,

In response to requests from Senate and House leadership, RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell and several
other stakeholders the RGPPC is putting together an up-to-date document of the costs that ACA will
have on your state. As you may recall the RGPPC completed this task several months ago. However, in
response to the recent SCOTUS decision we would like to give you the opportunity to approve, edit or
change  the information for your state.
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Below is your state specific information as it currently reads in the document. Please look over and
respond by tomorrow 2:00pm est.

Oklahoma

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 9:36:00 AM

Sorry – checking into it. We’ve gotten mixed numbers and we want to get it right.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:22 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Importance: High
 
We are hoping to put this in front of all the govs on Saturday. Could you help me get this approved
or edited?
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 1:45 PM
To: 'Andrew Silvestri'; 'Katie Altshuler'; 'JulieK@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
 
Dear Oklahoma,
 
In response to requests from Senate and House leadership, RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell and
several other stakeholders the RGPPC is putting together an up-to-date document of the costs that
ACA will have on your state. As you may recall the RGPPC completed this task several months ago.
However, in response to the recent SCOTUS decision we would like to give you the opportunity to
approve, edit or change  the information for your state.
 
Below is your state specific information as it currently reads in the document. Please look over and
respond by tomorrow 2:00pm est.
 
 
 
Oklahoma

 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020
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Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

38341



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: Re: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 1:50:12 PM

Our numbers are really confusing. We'll try to have you something by tomorrow. Katie has been in
Virginia and I've been in Detroit so we've not been able to sit down together and hash them out. We're
both in tomorrow!

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 17, 2012, at 16:46, "Lindsay Russell" <  wrote:

> Any word on getting some new numbers on the cost of obamacare to OK. The RGA/RGPPC wants to
start using this information for press purposes in the near future?
>
> Lindsay Russell
> Public Policy Advisor 
> Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
> 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
> P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Lindsay Russell
> Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 3:00 PM
> To: 'Andrew Silvestri'
> Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> Wait a minute. . . .Detroit is not in Oklahoma.
>
> Lindsay Russell
> Public Policy Advisor 
> Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
> 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
> P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 2:53 PM
> To: Lindsay Russell
> Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> aint no nothin in detroit city...
> ________________________________________
> From: Lindsay Russell [
> Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:55 PM
> To: Andrew Silvestri
> Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> Aint no Pity in the Detroit city.
>
> Lindsay Russell
> Public Policy Advisor
> Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA

38342

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:lrussell@rgppc.org
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


> 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
> P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 2:51 PM
> To: Lindsay Russell
> Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> I'm actually not in VA.  I have to go to Detroit instead. blah.
> ________________________________________
> From: Lindsay Russell [
> Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:09 PM
> To: Andrew Silvestri
> Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> Okay, let me know. Have fun in VA! Miss me!
>
> Lindsay Russell
> Public Policy Advisor
> Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
> 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
> P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
>
>
> From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:37 AM
> To: Lindsay Russell
> Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> Sorry - checking into it. We've gotten mixed numbers and we want to get it right.
>
> From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:
> Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:22 PM
> To: Andrew Silvestri
> Subject: FW: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
> Importance: High
>
> We are hoping to put this in front of all the govs on Saturday. Could you help me get this approved
or edited?
>
> Lindsay Russell
> Public Policy Advisor
> Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
> 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
> P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
>
>
> From: Lindsay Russell
> Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 1:45 PM
> To: 'Andrew Silvestri'; 'Katie Altshuler'; 'JulieK@health.ok.gov'
> Cc: Marie Sanderson
> Subject: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
>
> Dear Oklahoma,
>
> In response to requests from Senate and House leadership, RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell and
several other stakeholders the RGPPC is putting together an up-to-date document of the costs that ACA
will have on your state. As you may recall the RGPPC completed this task several months ago. However,
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in response to the recent SCOTUS decision we would like to give you the opportunity to approve, edit or
change  the information for your state.
>
> Below is your state specific information as it currently reads in the document. Please look over and
respond by tomorrow 2:00pm est.
>
>
>
> Oklahoma
>
> The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman's to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020
>
> Lindsay Russell
> Public Policy Advisor
> Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
> 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
> P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
>
>
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:52:58 PM

aint no nothin in detroit city...
________________________________________
From: Lindsay Russell [
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:55 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Aint no Pity in the Detroit city.

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 2:51 PM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

I'm actually not in VA.  I have to go to Detroit instead. blah.
________________________________________
From: Lindsay Russell [
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:09 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Okay, let me know. Have fun in VA! Miss me!

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:37 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Sorry - checking into it. We've gotten mixed numbers and we want to get it right.

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:22 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL
Importance: High

We are hoping to put this in front of all the govs on Saturday. Could you help me get this approved or
edited?
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Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:

From: Lindsay Russell
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 1:45 PM
To: 'Andrew Silvestri'; 'Katie Altshuler'; 'JulieK@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RGPPC, COST TO STATES APPROVAL

Dear Oklahoma,

In response to requests from Senate and House leadership, RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell and several
other stakeholders the RGPPC is putting together an up-to-date document of the costs that ACA will
have on your state. As you may recall the RGPPC completed this task several months ago. However, in
response to the recent SCOTUS decision we would like to give you the opportunity to approve, edit or
change  the information for your state.

Below is your state specific information as it currently reads in the document. Please look over and
respond by tomorrow 2:00pm est.

Oklahoma

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman's to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Keili McEwen; Rebecca Frazier; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Ronald Myers
Date: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:32:00 AM

He left me a couple voice mails of a similar nature so I didn’t call him back either. 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:31 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Ronald Myers
 
I did speak to Mr. Myers on Thursday, although we didn’t have much of a conversation.  He asked a
few questions about Medicaid and Obamacare.  I tried to explain to him what I knew off the top of
my head, as Brett has actually written a letter to this constituent.  He unfortunately was unwilling to
listen to me and mostly seemed like he wanted to pick a fight.  After he called me names and told
me how stupid I was for about 15 minutes, I gave up and told him I was going to hang up if he didn’t
calm down.  He continued to call me names, so I finally said good-bye and hung up.    I couldn’t even
really gather what he was concerned about.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:14 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: Ronald Myers
 
I think it is. 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: Ronald Myers
 
Is this the guy Jessica spoke with who had his license revoked?  If so – The guy seems shady based
on the research we’ve done.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:06 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Keili McEwen
Subject: Re: Ronald Myers
 
I am still going to check with Health Care Authority because if a waiver is possible it would go thru
them
 
From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:04 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Keili McEwen 
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Subject: RE: Ronald Myers 
 
Nevermind.  Keili just said she spoke with him.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:03 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Keili McEwen
Subject: Re: Ronald Myers
 
I did not speak with him. I will check with Health Care Authority
 
From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 10:01 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen 
Subject: Ronald Myers 
 
Ronald Myers
 
He said he spoke with a woman in our office that said nothing can be done.  Said he spoke with the
media (Tulsa World) and researched the law which says the Governor can file a waiver.  Did anyone
speak with him?
 

-          By July 1st if patients under Sooner Care have a prescription for Schedule II drugs, it must be
filled by Medicare physician.

 
-          State Representative Bennett
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
Date: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 12:51:00 PM

thanks
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
 
Fyi – might keep in mind for talking points somewhere down the line…
 

From: Daugherty, Jill [mailto:Jill.Daugherty@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:41 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
 
FYI

 

________________________________________________
Jill Daugherty

District Director

 
U.S. Rep. Tom Cole

4th District, Oklahoma

2424 Springer Drive, Suite 201

Norman, OK  73069

 

405-329-6500 (w) | (m) | 405-321-7369 (f)

jill.daugherty@mail.house.gov

 

Sign up for Congressman Cole's e-newsletter: http://coleforms.house.gov/Forms/Form/?ID=1224

 

Follow Congressman Cole On:

 

From: Murray, Joe 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: RSC-ALL-OH04@ls2.house.gov
Subject: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
 

RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
Providing States the Tools to Help Their Most Vulnerable Citizens

 
Later this afternoon, Representatives Todd Rokita, Tim Huelskamp, Paul Broun, M.D., and
Jim Jordan will introduce The State Health Flexibility Act—a bill that streamlines
federal Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) funding into one block
grant to the states, giving them maximum flexibility to better address the unique health
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care needs of their most vulnerable citizens.
 
The bill text, bill summary, FAQs, and spending comparison chart (all available here)
describe how the bill provides maximum flexibility for states, better care for vulnerable
Americans, affordability for everyone, and accountability for taxpayers.
 
In short, the bill: 
 
Ø  Funds federal assistance to the states to provide health-care-related items and

services for their indigent populations at current fiscal year 2012 levels;
Ø  Eliminates burdensome red tape and regulations promulgated from Kathleen

Sebelius’ Department of Health and Human Services (HHS);
Ø  Gives maximum flexibility for states to determine eligibility, benefits, and provider

reimbursement rates, as well as to improve the quality of care and access to vital
health services;

Ø  Meets the seven principles for Medicaid reform proposed by 29 Governors in June
2011;

Ø  Prevents the federal government from borrowing and spending $1.8 trillion we do
not have, without cutting a penny from current Medicaid and CHIP federal
funding;

Ø  Requires annual state audits and reports to the U.S. Treasury, state legislatures,
and the public to ensure federal funding is spent properly. Misused funds detected
by an audit will result in forfeiture of the funds with a 10% penalty to encourage
proactive efforts to root out waste, fraud, and abuse;

Ø  Maintains current law prohibitions against abortion funding, health care services for
illegal aliens, and discrimination; and

Ø  Repeals ObamaCare and its costly mandates to help keep state health care
programs affordable and focused on the truly needy.

 
The State Health Flexibility Act is the legislative embodiment of the Medicaid
assumptions of last year’s RSC Budget —it begins the conversation of devolving federal
programs to the states by reforming the largest federal mean-tested welfare program.
 
RSC Chairman Jordan urges all RSC Members to cosponsor this important bill.  For
more information or to cosponsor the bill, please contact myself or Tom Borck with
Rep. Rokita at Tom.Borck@mail.house.gov /5-5037.
Joe Murray 
Professional Policy Staff 
U.S. House Republican Study Committee 
Office of Rep. Jim Jordan (OH-04), Chairman 
202 226-0678
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From: Mary Christensen
To: Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2011 4:06:12 PM

Katie has told me about him
 

From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 2:07 PM
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: RE: RTT
 
Anywhere besides his tweeting and blogging? Speeches? That is disappointing, to say the least,
given their face-to-face meeting with us.
 

From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 1:46 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
 
Brandon ditcher has been very vocal on behalf of ocpa on it
 

From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 8:09 PM
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
 
I double checked on the status of attempts to work with ocpa. Michael continues to say they will
stay out of it as it is not a part of their agenda. Hope everyone else gets his "memo"!
 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 02:50 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
Maybe obec should lend their opinions to ocpa...
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
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results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 8:09:08 PM

I double checked on the status of attempts to work with ocpa. Michael continues to say they will
stay out of it as it is not a part of their agenda. Hope everyone else gets his "memo"!
 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 02:50 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
Maybe obec should lend their opinions to ocpa...
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
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Glenn
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From: Mary Christensen
To: Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2011 1:46:23 PM

Brandon ditcher has been very vocal on behalf of ocpa on it
 

From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 8:09 PM
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
 
I double checked on the status of attempts to work with ocpa. Michael continues to say they will
stay out of it as it is not a part of their agenda. Hope everyone else gets his "memo"!
 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 02:50 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
Maybe obec should lend their opinions to ocpa...
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the

38355

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=100728
mailto:Phyllis.Hudecki@gov.ok.gov


Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 2:53:02 PM

Worth a try. Kaiser people are working on it.

 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 02:50 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
Maybe obec should lend their opinions to ocpa...
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Lopez, Dave
To: Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 11:26:37 AM

Similar thoughts here.
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki [mailto:Phyllis.Hudecki@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 9:16 AM
To: Lopez, Dave
Subject: Re: RTT
 
Reply only to you......this message from Glenn makes me uneasy.
 
From: Lopez, Dave [mailto:Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 08:34 AM
To: Phyllis Hudecki; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Well said.  
 
Ditto for me on Dr. Hudecki’s observations and recommendation.  Not many
other categories—in education or elsewhere—in which Oklahoma is
recognized as a positive trend setter for the nation. 
 
 
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki [mailto:Phyllis.Hudecki@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:04 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: RTT
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
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To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: "Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us"
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 9:16:02 AM

Reply only to you......this message from Glenn makes me uneasy.
 
From: Lopez, Dave [mailto:Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 08:34 AM
To: Phyllis Hudecki; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Well said.  
 
Ditto for me on Dr. Hudecki’s observations and recommendation.  Not many
other categories—in education or elsewhere—in which Oklahoma is
recognized as a positive trend setter for the nation. 
 
 
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki [mailto:Phyllis.Hudecki@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:04 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: RTT
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
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This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Lopez, Dave
To: Phyllis Hudecki; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 8:34:10 AM

Well said.  
 
Ditto for me on Dr. Hudecki’s observations and recommendation.  Not many
other categories—in education or elsewhere—in which Oklahoma is
recognized as a positive trend setter for the nation. 
 
 
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki [mailto:Phyllis.Hudecki@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:04 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: RTT
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; "Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us"; Katie Altshuler; Alex

Weintz
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:03:39 PM

The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 2:57:53 PM

Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Friday, August 12, 2011 11:09:55 AM

Most of the objection appears to be coming from your primary opponent's base. 
I just learned that next week David Blatt is releasing results of a fiscal analysis of spending on early
childhood within the state. Predicted to show high spending but with little known about impact,
other than anecdotal. RttT could help do an impact analysis and would be a critical component.
It is perfect weather at the lake!
 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 04:06 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Katie has told me about him
 

From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 2:07 PM
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: RE: RTT
 
Anywhere besides his tweeting and blogging? Speeches? That is disappointing, to say the least,
given their face-to-face meeting with us.
 

From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 1:46 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
 
Brandon ditcher has been very vocal on behalf of ocpa on it
 

From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 8:09 PM
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
 
I double checked on the status of attempts to work with ocpa. Michael continues to say they will
stay out of it as it is not a part of their agenda. Hope everyone else gets his "memo"!
 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 02:50 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
Maybe obec should lend their opinions to ocpa...
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
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To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2011 1:59:00 PM

Anywhere besides his tweeting and blogging? Speeches? That is disappointing, to say the least,
given their face-to-face meeting with us.
 

From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 1:46 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
 
Brandon ditcher has been very vocal on behalf of ocpa on it
 

From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 8:09 PM
To: Mary Christensen
Subject: Re: RTT
 
I double checked on the status of attempts to work with ocpa. Michael continues to say they will
stay out of it as it is not a part of their agenda. Hope everyone else gets his "memo"!
 
From: Mary Christensen 
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 02:50 PM
To: Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
Maybe obec should lend their opinions to ocpa...
 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis
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From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:10:32 PM

That's weird - at least it's my dad 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:09 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

OK.  You keep copying “walter ” on these emails FYI.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:09 PM
To: walter  Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
That's their release and I think ours is good to go as drafted 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Malia Bennett <bennett@lsb.state.ok.us>
Date: March 8, 2012 5:05:31 PM CST
To: "bennett@oksenate.gov" <bennett@oksenate.gov>
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action

<image001.jpg> 
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March 8, 2012

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John
Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk,
405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
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SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court
action

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S.
Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal health
care law before proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators
announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as
early as June, on a legal challenge brought by several states alleging
the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is
unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that
health insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And should the
high court uphold the federal law, nuances within the majority
opinion could help legislators craft the most effective Oklahoma-
based marketplace possible to defend against the imposition of a
federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the
Joint Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to wait
until the outcome of the Supreme Court proceedings before moving
further forward with SB 1629. If the court upholds the law, the
Legislature is already prepared to continue defending against federal
intervention into the Oklahoma health care market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree
on to lower the cost of healthcare, expand access and choices to
more individuals, and increase the quality of our care – all through
tried-and-true principles of the free market,” said Sen. Gary
Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint Committee on
Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme
Court’s repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very serious
business of addressing our healthcare challenges with solutions that
expand freedom instead of government,” Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times
throughout the interim to determine the effect the law will have on
Oklahoma. Among its recommendations was to craft a state-based
marketplace in order to prevent the federal government from
imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-
based exchange remains our best defense against unwanted federal
intervention,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s
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other co-chairman. “We think we have fashioned a good plan. We
are willing to wait to ensure we have the best possible solution to
protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to
block ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama rammed
through a trillion dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare
freedom of Oklahomans, he proved his values are fundamentally at
odds with ours,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman,
R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve healthcare freedom is far from
over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the
best, most realistic way to defend against a federal exchange. The
reality is we’re not yet at the point where we absolutely have to
deploy that defense,” said House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee.
“Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks to the
groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
 

- 30 -
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:10:00 PM

Media itinerary list OK?  Or just cap press?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:10 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
I think so. We are sending to limited distribution list - basically cap press corps 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:09 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Assume our release is still good to go?

 

 

 

From: Malia Bennett [mailto:bennett@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:06 PM
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
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March 8, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John
Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk, 405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
 
                                               

SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S. Supreme

38372

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:bennett@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:bennett@oksenate.gov
mailto:atkins@oksenate.gov
mailto:john.estus@okhouse.gov


Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal health care law before
proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as early as
June, on a legal challenge brought by several states alleging the federal Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act is unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that health
insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And should the high court uphold
the federal law, nuances within the majority opinion could help legislators craft
the most effective Oklahoma-based marketplace possible to defend against the
imposition of a federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the Joint
Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to wait until the outcome of
the Supreme Court proceedings before moving further forward with SB 1629. If
the court upholds the law, the Legislature is already prepared to continue
defending against federal intervention into the Oklahoma health care market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree on to lower
the cost of healthcare, expand access and choices to more individuals, and
increase the quality of our care – all through tried-and-true principles of the free
market,” said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint
Committee on Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme Court’s
repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very serious business of addressing
our healthcare challenges with solutions that expand freedom instead of
government,” Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times throughout the
interim to determine the effect the law will have on Oklahoma. Among its
recommendations was to craft a state-based marketplace in order to prevent the
federal government from imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-based
exchange remains our best defense against unwanted federal intervention,” said
Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s other co-chairman. “We think we
have fashioned a good plan. We are willing to wait to ensure we have the best
possible solution to protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to block
ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama rammed through a trillion
dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare freedom of Oklahomans, he
proved his values are fundamentally at odds with ours,” said Senate President
Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve healthcare
freedom is far from over.”
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“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the best, most
realistic way to defend against a federal exchange. The reality is we’re not yet at
the point where we absolutely have to deploy that defense,” said House Speaker
Kris Steele, R-Shawnee. “Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks
to the groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:09:55 PM

I think so. We are sending to limited distribution list - basically cap press corps 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:09 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Assume our release is still good to go?

 

 

 

From: Malia Bennett [mailto:bennett@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:06 PM
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 

<!--[if !vml]--><!--[endif]--> 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OKLAHOMA STATE LEGISLATURE
 

March 8, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk, 405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
 
                                               

SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S. Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the
federal health care law before proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as early as June, on a legal challenge brought by
several states alleging the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that health insurance exchanges would not be necessary.
And should the high court uphold the federal law, nuances within the majority opinion could help legislators craft the
most effective Oklahoma-based marketplace possible to defend against the imposition of a federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the Joint Committee of Federal Health Care Law have
opted to wait until the outcome of the Supreme Court proceedings before moving further forward with SB 1629. If the
court upholds the law, the Legislature is already prepared to continue defending against federal intervention into the
Oklahoma health care market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree on to lower the cost of healthcare, expand access and
choices to more individuals, and increase the quality of our care – all through tried-and-true principles of the free
market,” said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme Court’s repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the
very serious business of addressing our healthcare challenges with solutions that expand freedom instead of government,”
Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times throughout the interim to determine the effect the law
will have on Oklahoma. Among its recommendations was to craft a state-based marketplace in order to prevent the
federal government from imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-based exchange remains our best defense against
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unwanted federal intervention,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s other co-chairman. “We think we
have fashioned a good plan. We are willing to wait to ensure we have the best possible solution to protect Oklahoma
from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to block ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President
Obama rammed through a trillion dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare freedom of Oklahomans, he proved his
values are fundamentally at odds with ours,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa. “The fight
to preserve healthcare freedom is far from over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the best, most realistic way to defend against a federal
exchange. The reality is we’re not yet at the point where we absolutely have to deploy that defense,” said House Speaker
Kris Steele, R-Shawnee. “Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks to the groundwork the committee has
laid for us.”
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:09:00 PM

OK.  You keep copying “walter  on these emails FYI.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:09 PM
To: walter@  Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
That's their release and I think ours is good to go as drafted 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Malia Bennett <bennett@lsb.state.ok.us>
Date: March 8, 2012 5:05:31 PM CST
To: "bennett@oksenate.gov" <bennett@oksenate.gov>
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OKLAHOMA STATE LEGISLATURE
 

March 8, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John
Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk, 405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
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SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S. Supreme
Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal health care law before
proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as early as
June, on a legal challenge brought by several states alleging the federal Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act is unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that health
insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And should the high court uphold
the federal law, nuances within the majority opinion could help legislators craft
the most effective Oklahoma-based marketplace possible to defend against the
imposition of a federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the Joint
Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to wait until the outcome of
the Supreme Court proceedings before moving further forward with SB 1629. If
the court upholds the law, the Legislature is already prepared to continue
defending against federal intervention into the Oklahoma health care market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree on to lower
the cost of healthcare, expand access and choices to more individuals, and
increase the quality of our care – all through tried-and-true principles of the free
market,” said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint
Committee on Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme Court’s
repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very serious business of addressing
our healthcare challenges with solutions that expand freedom instead of
government,” Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times throughout the
interim to determine the effect the law will have on Oklahoma. Among its
recommendations was to craft a state-based marketplace in order to prevent the
federal government from imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-based
exchange remains our best defense against unwanted federal intervention,” said
Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s other co-chairman. “We think we
have fashioned a good plan. We are willing to wait to ensure we have the best
possible solution to protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to block
ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama rammed through a trillion
dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare freedom of Oklahomans, he
proved his values are fundamentally at odds with ours,” said Senate President
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Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve healthcare
freedom is far from over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the best, most
realistic way to defend against a federal exchange. The reality is we’re not yet at
the point where we absolutely have to deploy that defense,” said House Speaker
Kris Steele, R-Shawnee. “Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks
to the groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
 

- 30 -
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:16:09 PM

Media it

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:10 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Media itinerary list OK?  Or just cap press?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:10 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
I think so. We are sending to limited distribution list - basically cap press corps 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:09 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Assume our release is still good to go?

 

 

 

From: Malia Bennett [mailto:bennett@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:06 PM
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 

<image003.jpg> 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OKLAHOMA STATE
LEGISLATURE

 
March 8, 2012
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John
Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk,
405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
 
                                               

SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court
action

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S.
Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal health
care law before proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators
announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as
early as June, on a legal challenge brought by several states alleging
the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is
unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that
health insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And should the
high court uphold the federal law, nuances within the majority
opinion could help legislators craft the most effective Oklahoma-
based marketplace possible to defend against the imposition of a
federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the
Joint Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to wait
until the outcome of the Supreme Court proceedings before moving
further forward with SB 1629. If the court upholds the law, the
Legislature is already prepared to continue defending against federal
intervention into the Oklahoma health care market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree
on to lower the cost of healthcare, expand access and choices to
more individuals, and increase the quality of our care – all through
tried-and-true principles of the free market,” said Sen. Gary
Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint Committee on
Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme
Court’s repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very serious
business of addressing our healthcare challenges with solutions that
expand freedom instead of government,” Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times
throughout the interim to determine the effect the law will have on
Oklahoma. Among its recommendations was to craft a state-based
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marketplace in order to prevent the federal government from
imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-
based exchange remains our best defense against unwanted federal
intervention,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s
other co-chairman. “We think we have fashioned a good plan. We
are willing to wait to ensure we have the best possible solution to
protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to
block ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama rammed
through a trillion dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare
freedom of Oklahomans, he proved his values are fundamentally at
odds with ours,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman,
R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve healthcare freedom is far from
over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the
best, most realistic way to defend against a federal exchange. The
reality is we’re not yet at the point where we absolutely have to
deploy that defense,” said House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee.
“Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks to the
groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
 

- 30 -
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:18:00 PM

Thanks.  Sending now.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
Media it

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:10 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Media itinerary list OK?  Or just cap press?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:10 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
I think so. We are sending to limited distribution list - basically cap press corps 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 8, 2012, at 5:09 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Assume our release is still good to go?

 

 

 

From: Malia Bennett [mailto:bennett@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:06 PM
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 

<image003.jpg> 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OKLAHOMA STATE
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LEGISLATURE
 

March 8, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John
Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk,
405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
 
                                               

SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court
action

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S.
Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal health
care law before proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators
announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as
early as June, on a legal challenge brought by several states alleging
the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is
unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that
health insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And should the
high court uphold the federal law, nuances within the majority
opinion could help legislators craft the most effective Oklahoma-
based marketplace possible to defend against the imposition of a
federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the
Joint Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to wait
until the outcome of the Supreme Court proceedings before moving
further forward with SB 1629. If the court upholds the law, the
Legislature is already prepared to continue defending against federal
intervention into the Oklahoma health care market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree
on to lower the cost of healthcare, expand access and choices to
more individuals, and increase the quality of our care – all through
tried-and-true principles of the free market,” said Sen. Gary
Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint Committee on
Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme
Court’s repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very serious
business of addressing our healthcare challenges with solutions that
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expand freedom instead of government,” Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times
throughout the interim to determine the effect the law will have on
Oklahoma. Among its recommendations was to craft a state-based
marketplace in order to prevent the federal government from
imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-
based exchange remains our best defense against unwanted federal
intervention,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s
other co-chairman. “We think we have fashioned a good plan. We
are willing to wait to ensure we have the best possible solution to
protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to
block ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama rammed
through a trillion dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare
freedom of Oklahomans, he proved his values are fundamentally at
odds with ours,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman,
R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve healthcare freedom is far from
over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the
best, most realistic way to defend against a federal exchange. The
reality is we’re not yet at the point where we absolutely have to
deploy that defense,” said House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee.
“Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks to the
groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
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From: Scott Mason
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 7:14:44 PM

Katie,
Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.

American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM

Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM

American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).

Let me know if you need further info.

Scott

Scott Mason
Office of the Governor
State of Oklahoma

via AT&T BlackBerry

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call

Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check and
get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday

On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Dana Wolpert; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 2:02:00 PM

thanks
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 12:32 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Note the open roundtable addition below, looks like she could be speaking…
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 11:13 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
The schedule has changed a little, and I have pasted it below.  We are excited that Governor
Fallin is already confirmed!
 
Thank you!
Monica  
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Open Press Roundtable with
Governors
(Governor’s Time: 3:55 PM – 4:50 PM
                                                Location:         Carbondale, CO
The Romney Campaign is expecting an audience of around 500.  Governor Romney will give
brief remarks, highlighting the Romney Plan for a Stronger Middle Class.  Then will walk
through the highlights and throw it to a Governor who exemplifies each point
 
5:15 PM – 6:00 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
(Governor’s Time: 5:30 PM – 6:00 PM

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM               Governors Parlors

Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
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Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona
Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico
Governor Rick Perry, Texas

                                                            Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Buttermilk
Room
 

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma
Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen Room
 
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA Chairman
Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Highlands
Room

 
6:45 PM – 7:00 PM                Private Meeting with Governor Romney and RGA Governors

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD 
           
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner
                                                Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse

11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

 
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:50 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
She will! Will she be asked to speak at either of them?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Thank you!  Will you let me know when you can if the Governor will join in those two new
events?
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen

38388

mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov


 
That’s great! Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:14 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
We are excited that Governor Romney will now be joining us in Aspen next week.  Due to his
attendance, there are going to be a few changes to the RGA schedule that I wanted to make you
aware of as well as an additional ask that we’d like your Governor to attend.   I’ve pasted
below our schedule, and highlighted where we would now like your Governor to join Governor
Romney.  His attendance is not public, but we wanted the Governors to know.  Can you please
review this and let me know if your Governor will participate in these new events?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PRESS

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, The Aspen
Institute,

Washington, DC
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7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle and attendees will hear from candidates for
governor from Montana and Washington.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
Montana

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate
for

Governor, Washington
 

9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: Obamacare After the SCOTUS Decision:
What’s Next?

On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the
Obama Era

Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President
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Obama, the nation has endured 41 consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. In July, CNBC released its annual list of best states for
business, and Republican governors led the way.  CNBC found that
12 of the 15 top states for business have GOP governors. Instead of
emulating the policies of Republican governors which encourage
entrepreneurship and job creators, the Obama administration
continues to impede upon the states with overregulation and the
threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores how governors can
work with business leaders to ensure the private sector adds jobs
despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma

                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Alan Gocha, Managing Partner, ETC Capital, LLC
Ross Perot, Jr., Chairman, Hillwood Development
Company,

Dallas, TX
 

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds
With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,

Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

 
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities
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Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Roundtable with Governor Mitt
Romney and RGA Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE
PRESS
                                                Location:         TBD (30 minutes away from the St. Regis)
Please hold this on your Governor’s schedule for now.  We hope to have more details
shortly!  Due to the timing, we do not believe that any of the Governors will be able to
participate in the optional activities
 
5:30 PM – 6:15 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
Please have your Governor plan to stop by this fundraiser prior to going to their assigned
Parlor at 5:45 PM.
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen, Highlands and
Buttermilk

 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Mitt Romney
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice

Chairman
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman

 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct |   cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; "Leslea@health.ok.gov"
Subject: RE: Scott mitchell  radio interview
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 9:48:00 AM

Here is the governor’s position and history with the ACA:  Governor Fallin  was disappointed and
frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She
believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the
individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution.
She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney
general as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and hopes it will be overturned
and replaced.

This TW story is helpful for background.  The governor's stance is waiting until after November to make
a decision on Medicaid expansion:

Fallin won't decide on expanding Medicaid until after election

By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer

Gov. Mary Fallin said she doesn’t anticipate making a decision on whether the state should accept
expanded Medicaid funding from the Affordable Care Act before November’s general election.

 “We have some pretty tough decisions that we have to make ... about where we’re going to go,” Fallin
told the Tulsa Metro Chamber on Tuesday.

After her speech, Fallin told the press that the law - “Obamacare” to its opponents - is unaffordable and
unworkable for the state and federal governments.  But, she said, she needs more information before
deciding on the Medicaid expansion element of the proposal, which a recent U.S. Supreme Court
decision made essentially optional for states.

“There’s still a lot of unanswered questions,” Fallin said. “We think it’s important to be thoughtful.”

Under the law, states can expand their Medicaid programs to cover families up to 133 percent of the
federal poverty rate.

Some Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid money, and some GOP legislators have
called on Fallin to do the same, but she said Tuesday that she is taking a cautious approach to the
decision.

She said she is drawing in all the stakeholders - hospitals, doctors, insurance companies and consumers
- for advice on how to proceed.

Fallin said she hopes that Mitt Romney is elected president in November and Republicans take complete
control of Congress, a combination that could spell an end to the Affordable Care Act.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 8:27 AM
To: 'Leslea@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Scott mitchell radio interview

Great - aaron can u make sure leslea has our latest monthly column and fill her in on
exchange/medicaid messaging (essentially we are weaiting until after the election )

----- Original Message -----
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From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 08:09 AM
To: 'Leslea@health.ok.gov' <Leslea@health.ok.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Scott mitchell radio interview

Leslea - scott mitchell is starting a radio show and would like to talk to Dr Cline on thursday. I am going
to send him your contact info if thats ok. I am hoping he can highlight the health initiatives we laid out
in our monthly column. Sound ok?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:54:00 PM

Thanks. I will be on that call
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.    access code 

2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-
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join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the
unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
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been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to
strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:54:00 PM

We will too so feel free to come to our office. Or possible small con room
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:54 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
 
Thanks. I will be on that call
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.  1   access code 

2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
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Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the
unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
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expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to
strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:56:00 PM

Thanks – we’ll be on the call!
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.    access code 

2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
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complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the
unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision

38402



withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to
strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: SCOTUS Obamacare Messaging Call
Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 9:26:00 AM

Thanks.  Will be on the line.

 

Aaron Cooper, OK Gov. Mary Fallin

 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 9:26 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson; Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Intern Dave Martinez
Subject: SCOTUS Obamacare Messaging Call
Importance: High
 
Good Morning,
 
I’d like to invite you to join an RGA conference call to discuss GOP messaging on healthcare
after the Supreme Court issues its ruling on Obamacare later this month. 
 
Given the high stakes impact of the decision and its political repercussions, it is essential that
all of our governors be on the same page message-wise, especially in the critical 24-72 hours
following the decision.  The RGA has been working in conjunction with the RNC, House and
Senate leadership, and the NRSC and NRCC to ensure the entire Party will be speaking with
the same voice.
 
Call Details:
Thursday, June 14
2:00 PM EST
 
To confirm your participation, please respond directly to this email or email Dave Martinez at
DMartinez@rga.org. Call-in information will be provided upon your RSVP.
 
Last, a number of national outlets are trying to write stories about the GOP’s preparations for
the ruling. These are stories that would only do our side harm, so please keep this call and
any related documents confidential.
 
Best,
 
Mike
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(c) 202-
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: SCOTUS Obamacare Messaging Call
Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 9:54:00 AM

I will.

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 9:54 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: SCOTUS Obamacare Messaging Call
Importance: High
 
Call if u can 
 
From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 09:25 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Cc: Jon Thompson <jthompson@RGA.ORG>; Marie Sanderson <  Lindsay
Russell <  Intern Dave Martinez <dmartinez@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: SCOTUS Obamacare Messaging Call 
 
Good Morning,
 
I’d like to invite you to join an RGA conference call to discuss GOP messaging on healthcare
after the Supreme Court issues its ruling on Obamacare later this month. 
 
Given the high stakes impact of the decision and its political repercussions, it is essential that
all of our governors be on the same page message-wise, especially in the critical 24-72 hours
following the decision.  The RGA has been working in conjunction with the RNC, House and
Senate leadership, and the NRSC and NRCC to ensure the entire Party will be speaking with
the same voice.
 
Call Details:
Thursday, June 14
2:00 PM EST
 
To confirm your participation, please respond directly to this email or email Dave Martinez at
DMartinez@rga.org. Call-in information will be provided upon your RSVP.
 
Last, a number of national outlets are trying to write stories about the GOP’s preparations for
the ruling. These are stories that would only do our side harm, so please keep this call and
any related documents confidential.
 
Best,
 
Mike
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
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1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(c) 202-
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: SCOTUS/Obamacare press statements
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 9:14:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

FYI.

 

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2012 2:32 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: SCOTUS/Obamacare press statements
 
RGA call was fine.  Stressed quick and unified response.  Urged media hits and said they
would help book govs.  Have some social media strategies and pointers they’d like us to
use.  Can discuss more next week.
 
Below are draft responses to three scenarios:
 
 
If entire law is upheld:
 
“I’m extremely disappointed by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the federal health care law. 
The law is unconstitutional and unaffordable for our nation.  Not only will it limit patients’ health
care choices it will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion dollars in the process.
 
“The answer to our nation’s health care challenges will come from free-market solutions that offer
choice and competition, not from a one-size fits all, Big Government program from Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health care law by passing a
constitutional amendment blocking its implementation.   Moving forward, it’s up to the American
people to elect leaders who will support choice and competition as answers to our health care
challengers.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care law is a victory for
choice and competition and the Constitution.  The court rightly agreed with the American people
that the president’s health care law was an unconstitutional power grab by he and his big-
government allies in Washington.
 
“The president’s health care law weakened our economy and had the potential to cost the state of
Oklahoma more than a half billion dollars.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable.
 
“Moving forward, to solve our nation’s health care challenges we must focus on the free-market
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principles of choice and competition to lower the costs of and increase access to health care.”
 
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual mandate within the federal
health care law is a step in the right direction.  The president’s health care law is unconstitutional
and unaffordable and represents an unheralded intrusion on the rights of Americans.  Now that the
individual mandate has been ruled unconstitutional, it’s time our leaders in Washington work to
repeal the entire law and focus on true market-based health care reform.
 
“The president’s health care law will grow government and continue to damper our nation’s
economic recovery.  The bill stands to costs the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion dollars.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from the very beginning
and even approved a constitutional amendment to block the implementation of this bill.
 
“Only by introducing the free-market principles of choice and competition will we truly lower the
costs and increase the access to quality health care in this country.”
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: sept cab mtg in tulsa
Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 9:26:19 AM

If we can do it at some kind of school that would be the best. It might be best to ask a local rotary if
they would partner with us to host it. Built in attendance and maybe they can help us find a location 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 09:21 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: sept cab mtg in tulsa 
 
Think about what "kind" of facility we want to have the meeting at...

Osu medical! because of the rural residencies? Osu-tulsa?

One of the career techs?

Somewhere south so more old people can be there "townhall" style or more midtown so that
business people can attend...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 09:02 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: sept cab mtg in tulsa 
 
We’ve had a busy few months for health initiatives with the smoking ban, west nile stuff, rural
residencies etc
That stuff is popular and easy to weave into any economic narrative. Popular in Tulsa and in rural
areas.
Also can provide some backup if we get tough Medicare/Medicaid questions related to ObamaCare
or elections
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 8:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: sept cab mtg in tulsa
 
Why cline?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 8:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: sept cab mtg in tulsa
 
How about McKeever, Lopez, Hudecki, Cline.
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From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 7:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: sept cab mtg in tulsa
 
Meant to talk to you about this before today. mckeever wants to roll out his science and technology
plan.
 
We need to figure out which cab members we want speaking, and someone needs to get working
on finding a location, etc…
 
Denise Northrup
Chief Of Staff
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8832 phone
405-  mobile
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: sept cab mtg in tulsa
Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 9:02:00 AM

We’ve had a busy few months for health initiatives with the smoking ban, west nile stuff, rural
residencies etc
That stuff is popular and easy to weave into any economic narrative. Popular in Tulsa and in rural
areas.
Also can provide some backup if we get tough Medicare/Medicaid questions related to ObamaCare
or elections
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 8:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: sept cab mtg in tulsa
 
Why cline?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 8:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: sept cab mtg in tulsa
 
How about McKeever, Lopez, Hudecki, Cline.
 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 7:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: sept cab mtg in tulsa
 
Meant to talk to you about this before today. mckeever wants to roll out his science and technology
plan.
 
We need to figure out which cab members we want speaking, and someone needs to get working
on finding a location, etc…
 
Denise Northrup
Chief Of Staff
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8832 phone
405-  mobile
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 1:16:59 PM

Yes. I can be on the call. 

Travis Brauer 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
(405) 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 01:05 PM
To: Travis Brauer 
Subject: FW: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert 
 
Travis, are you available to participate on this call? Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail11.us1.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 11:28 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
 

Register now for September 7 State Leaders Call Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

 

State Leaders Call

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
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with Utah Governor Gary Herbert

Friday, September 7, 11:30am EDT

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert is warning other governors of the high cost of Medicaid

expansion through ObamaCare. Please join us for a conversation with Gov. Herbert this

Friday where he will talk about the importance of repealing ObamaCare and putting

states back on track so statehouses, not the White House, are in charge. “It is time to

reset the health reform conversation, and repeal and replace PPACA with state-driven,

people-centered and market-oriented innovations. States simply cannot afford the

Affordable Care Act, and neither can the American people,” he wrote in a recent
Washington Times article.

To register for this call, please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org. You will
receive the call numbers when you register, and your registration will ensure that
you receive any follow-up materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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Wednesday, January 26, 2011
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

 

ODMHSAS Training Center
Rose Rock Conference Room

2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 1F
Oklahoma City, OK  73107

 

Exchange Project Managers:
Derek Lieser

Nicole Prieto Johns

From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Stakeholder Meeting Location/Time
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:33:00 AM

Thanks!  But I assume the date is March 16 and not Jan 26?  But same location? 
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Stakeholder Meeting Location/Time
 
Andrew:  So sorry…I guess I had the Steering Committee on my mind!   We will be sending out an agenda to
Steering (Advisory) Committee Members for review today, but here is the time and location info:
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicole
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell    | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov

 
 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:23 AM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 
Sorry, I meant the location and time of the actual stakeholders meeting.  Thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:11 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 

Andrew – It was just rescheduled for Monday, March 14th at 1:00 pm in Room 307 at the Health Department. 

The major focus on Monday will be preparing for the Stakeholder’s meeting on March 16th. 
 
Did you receive the email from Crystal about the rescheduling of the meeting?
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Nicole
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:39 AM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 
Hi Nicole, do you have the stakeholder meeting details, (time and location?) thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 5:48 PM
To: Lieser, Derek G.; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; John Doak; Mike Rhoads; Cindy.Roberts@ohca.org;
Buffy.Heater@ohca.org; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Jonathon.Buxton@okhouse.gov;
ThompsonT@oksenate.gov; Rich Edwards; Alex Pettit; John.Calabro@okhca.org; Howard.Hendrick@okdhs.org;
tlwhite@odmhsas.org; sbuck@odmhsas.org; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Mike Fogarty
Subject: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 
Attachment:  03/10/11 meeting agenda
 
 
Steering Committee Members:    Please follow this link to access the Planning Grant / Gap Analysis RFP: 
http://www.dcs.state.ok.us/Solicitations.nsf.  The Bid Number is: 
 
 
Recommended RFP Evaluation Committee members:

o    Project Managers - Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
o    Oklahoma Health Care Authority - Buffy Heater
o    Oklahoma Insurance Department – Mike Rhoads (or designee)
o    Oklahoma State Department of Health – Lloyd Smith

 
 
RFP Evaluation Timeline:
 

·         TUE., MARCH 8:  Deadline for vendors to submit questions regarding the RFP.   48 Hours are allowed
for Nicole and Derek (with consultation, as needed, from the Steering Committee) to respond in writing
and for DCS to issue an amendment with response to the questions.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 10: Steering Committee Meeting.  Members sign RFP Confidentiality Agreement
documents.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 17: RFP closes. DCS will tabulate  vendor responses to determine qualified (Responsive)
bids. 
 

·         FRI., MARCH 18: Copies of the bids given to the RFP Evaluation Committee.  Binders with Responsive
bids are expected to be distributed by DCS to RFP Committee Members for evaluation on Friday, March

18th  to be reviewed over the weekend.
 

·         MON., WED., MARCH 21-23: RFP Evaluation Committee evaluates and scores bids.  The RFP
Committee will meet at OSDH each day Mar. 21-23 until the bids received have been evaluated.  The
Evaluation Committee will prepare its recommendation for presentation to the Steering Committee.  RFP
Committee results will be forwarded to Steering Committee members as soon as possible, prior to the
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Thursday meeting.   
 

·         THUR., MARCH 24: Steering Committee meeting.  Steering Committee Members will review RFP
Evaluation Committee evaluations/recommendation.

 
·         THUR., MARCH 24: Scored bids and all materials returned to DSC.

 
 
IMPORTANT:  All contact with vendors regarding this RFP must be coordinated with DCS. If you are contacted
by a vendor regarding the RFP, please document the date, time, company name, contact names, and the
content of the conversation and forward this information to DCS Contracting Officer, Jan Hall.  Information
provided to a vendor should be limited to directing them to contact the DCS Contracting Officer Jan Hall with
any questions:
 

Jan Hall, CPPB CPO
Contracting & Procurement Officer
Department of Central Services
Central Purchasing Division
Phone:  405-522-0702
Fax:  405-522-1078
Jan_Hall@dcs.state.ok.us

 
 
 
Thank you.
 
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell    | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "MMcNutt@opubco.com"
Subject: Re: State Exchange Deadline Extended
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:24:19 PM

Not at this time but we no longer anticipate an announcement tomorrow 
 
From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: FW: State Exchange Deadline Extended 
 
Does the governor have a comment or response to this development?
Thanks.

From: Rick M. Green 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:47 PM
To: Amy Raymond; Michael McNutt; Chris Casteel; Zeke Campfield
Subject: State Exchange Deadline Extended

 

Uninsured

Obama Administration Extends
Deadline For State Exchanges --
Again

Print
Share
Email

Topics: Health Reform

By Phil Galewitz

KHN Staff Writer

Nov 15, 2012

For the second time in a week, the Obama administration gave states more time to
decide whether to set up the online insurance marketplaces that will help millions of
people buy health coverage starting next fall under the health law.

"States have and will continue to be partners in implementing the health care law
and we are committed to providing states with the flexibility, resources and time
they need to deliver the benefits of the health care law to the American people,"
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Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius wrote late Thursday to the
Republican Governors Association.  "We will continue to work directly with individual
states to address their particular questions and concerns."

Sebelius said that states may submit both a letter of intent and an application to
operate their own exchanges by Dec. 14. The original deadline had been Friday,
Nov. 16. 

A week ago, she said states had to submit only their letters of intent by Friday but
could push back sending their detailed plans until Dec. 14. She also gave them until
Feb. 15 to elect to partner with the federal government to operate an exchange.

Thursday's decision came a day after the Republican Governors Association asked
the administration to extend the deadline until after HHS publishes rules about how
the exchanges would work.

"States are struggling with many unanswered questions and are not able to make
comprehensive far-reaching decisions prudently," said the RGA letter signed by Govs.
Bob McDonnell of Virginia and Bobby Jindal of Louisiana.

Just seven states have yet to decide whether to set up state-based exchanges --
Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Idaho,  New Jersey, Oklahoma, Arizona and Wisconsin.
Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have committed to running their own
exchanges -- far fewer than envisioned by the Obama administration when the law
was passed in 2010.  The rest have not yet responded, or indicated they planned to
partner with the federal government or to allow the federal government to run the
exchanges.

We want to hear from you: Contact Kaiser Health News

USE OUR MATERIAL

All original KHN material – articles, graphics and videos – can be used for free, if you
credit us and link to us. Learn more
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9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3360 
rmgreen@opubco.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "MMcNutt@opubco.com"
Subject: Re: State Exchange Deadline Extended
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:26:21 PM

Actually im sorry for the confusion. The feds have declared a delay; it is uncertain whether or not we
will still have an announcement tomorrow. 
 
From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 06:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: State Exchange Deadline Extended 
 
OK...thanks. If that changes, just let me know.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:24 PM
To: Michael McNutt
Subject: Re: State Exchange Deadline Extended

Not at this time but we no longer anticipate an announcement tomorrow 
 
From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: FW: State Exchange Deadline Extended 
 
Does the governor have a comment or response to this development?
Thanks.

From: Rick M. Green 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:47 PM
To: Amy Raymond; Michael McNutt; Chris Casteel; Zeke Campfield
Subject: State Exchange Deadline Extended

 

Uninsured

Obama Administration Extends
Deadline For State Exchanges --
Again

Print

38421

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Topics/Uninsured.aspx?utm_source=khn&utm_medium=internal&utm_campaign=topics-list
javascript:void window.open("http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/November/15/deadline-extended.aspx?p=1","printwindow","height=600,width=800,status=1,scrollbars=1");


Share
Email

Topics: Health Reform

By Phil Galewitz

KHN Staff Writer

Nov 15, 2012

For the second time in a week, the Obama administration gave states more time to
decide whether to set up the online insurance marketplaces that will help millions of
people buy health coverage starting next fall under the health law.

"States have and will continue to be partners in implementing the health care law
and we are committed to providing states with the flexibility, resources and time
they need to deliver the benefits of the health care law to the American people,"
Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius wrote late Thursday to the
Republican Governors Association.  "We will continue to work directly with individual
states to address their particular questions and concerns."

Sebelius said that states may submit both a letter of intent and an application to
operate their own exchanges by Dec. 14. The original deadline had been Friday,
Nov. 16. 

A week ago, she said states had to submit only their letters of intent by Friday but
could push back sending their detailed plans until Dec. 14. She also gave them until
Feb. 15 to elect to partner with the federal government to operate an exchange.

Thursday's decision came a day after the Republican Governors Association asked
the administration to extend the deadline until after HHS publishes rules about how
the exchanges would work.

"States are struggling with many unanswered questions and are not able to make
comprehensive far-reaching decisions prudently," said the RGA letter signed by Govs.
Bob McDonnell of Virginia and Bobby Jindal of Louisiana.

Just seven states have yet to decide whether to set up state-based exchanges --
Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Idaho,  New Jersey, Oklahoma, Arizona and Wisconsin.
Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have committed to running their own
exchanges -- far fewer than envisioned by the Obama administration when the law
was passed in 2010.  The rest have not yet responded, or indicated they planned to
partner with the federal government or to allow the federal government to run the
exchanges.

We want to hear from you: Contact Kaiser Health News

USE OUR MATERIAL

All original KHN material – articles, graphics and videos – can be used for free, if you
credit us and link to us. Learn more
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: state of the state general sketch/outline
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:55:00 AM

yep
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: state of the state general sketch/outline
 
Can u pls print 4 copies of this and bring into small conf room. Thanks! 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:22 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: state of the state general sketch/outline 
 
This is obviously a very rough outline/sketch of how I see the SOTS being structured. Will bring to
policy meeting.
 
State of the State
Strong Economy: Republicans said they would focus on growing the private sector and
bringing more and better jobs to the state. We have succeeded

-          Employment rate

-          Rate of job growth

-          Median income (broad based recovery)

-          Other stats

How did we get there? By staying focused and disciplined in pursuit of a pro-jobs agenda.
Getting government out of the way; removing barriers to growth; and giving our citizens the
tools they need to succeed in the global economy through education reform.

-          Lawsuit reform

-          Workers comp reform (and we will continue to pursue?)

-          Removing red tape and regulation, or modernizing regulations (one stop shop biz
licensing, updated regs for energy industry)
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-          Lowering taxes – we will continue to look at ways to lower

-          Transportation – 8 yr plan, roads and bridges, investment in jobs

-          Education reforms and implementation of education reforms; complete college
America

We also said we would work to eliminate government waste; make government work more
efficiently and effectively, and reduce its size when and where that made sense. In short we
said we would govern responsibly. We have achieved enormous successes in that area and
we must continue to do more:

-          Agency consolidation (introduce plan to slash/consolidate agencies)

-          Energy Plan, including energy efficiency initiative and CNG vehicle initiative

-          Asset evaluation w/Speaker Shannon

-          Pension reform

-          Open Range (?)

-          Transparency initiatives

-          Improvements to vets facilities

Said we would fight for the things that continue to make Oklahoma special … for our rights
and for our ability to govern ourselves

-          Fighting environmental regs?

-          Rejecting ObamaCare, Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange …

But its not enough to just say “no” … we do need to help our citizens. That’s why we are
proposing a Medicaid waiver to expand Insure oklahoma … and continuing to invest in
health and mental health initiatives … 
 
Other topics to work in?

-          Tribal relations

-          Fiscal cliff

-          Agriculture

-          Public employees and salaries

-          Law enforcement

-          Seniors

 
 
 
Alex Weintz
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Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Statement for oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:50:44 PM

Great job. Thank you.

Sent from my Android phone using TouchDown (www.nitrodesk.com)

-----Original Message----- 
From: Alex Weintz [Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
Received: Friday, 16 Nov 2012, 5:57pm
To: Steve Mullins [Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov]
Subject: Statement for oklahoman

here's what i sent ... Hope its ok 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:45 PM
To: 'ZCampfield@opubco.com' <ZCampfield@opubco.com> 
Subject: Re: Oklahoman 
 
"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch employees working on draft documents,
brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise
acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of
the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open,
candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of private dialogue inside the
executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement good policy
and would harm the public interest."- alex weintz 

 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman 
 
Alex:

Also, the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the Oklahoma Open Records Act, but

her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court and federal law, that your office will

likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive privilege" material. Neither of these

citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court decisions. So is she violating that pledge?

Zeke

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: Re: Oklahoman

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: RE: statement on healthcare decision
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 11:50:00 AM

Here’s what we are saying now although that will change in the next 48 hrs
 
The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to the
creation of health insurance exchanges and Medicaid enrollment at the state level. Our office is not
able to comment further until that review is completed.
 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 11:49 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: statement on healthcare decision
 
Alex, we are also being inundated with questions.  As soon as you have a statement, even if it just
that we are reviewing options, will you please send to me so we know what to say?
 
Thank you!!
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: statement re: ACA $$
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 2:18:00 PM

If he gets in touch with me again today, yes
 

From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 2:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: statement re: ACA $$
 
Sounds good, so are you just going to let Zeke know you’ll be getting back to him on Monday?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 1:58 PM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: statement re: ACA $$
 
Talked to Julie – we are not going to send anything out today, but here is a draft of the kind of thing
we will send to Zeke on Monday morning. I’ll call you then and we can coordinate one last time
before hitting send?
 
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care
in the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new
taxes on millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for
states, and an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She
continues to actively oppose the ACA for those reasons, and it is her hope that it will be repealed
and replaced following the November election.
 
Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In most cases, Governor Fallin does
not have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue
to fund existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in
the mission of those agencies.
 
It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still
supporting the repeal of ObamaCare.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: statement re: ObamaCare ruling
Date: Friday, August 12, 2011 3:07:00 PM

Sure.  I will dust off the previous statement when the VA court ruled on this and modify.
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 2:55 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: statement re: ObamaCare ruling
 
Aaron do you have time to work on this now
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 2:55 PM
To: 'maryfallin '
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup
Subject: statement re: ObamaCare ruling
 
Governor, an Atlanta court struck down the individual mandate in the health care law. We are
drafting a statement in support of the ruling and will have that to you soon
 

U.S. Appeals Court Rules Against Obama's Health Care Law

A federal appeals court in Atlanta ruled Friday that a provision in

President Obama's health care law requiring citizens to buy health

insurance is unconstitutional, but the court didn't strike down the rest of

the law.

The decision is a major setback for the White House, which had

appealed a ruling by a lower court judge who struck down the entire law

in January. But given that another appeals court, in Cincinnati, has

upheld the law, it is increasingly clear that the Supreme Court will have

the final say.

"We strongly disagree with this decision and we are confident it will not

stand," White House spokeswoman Stephanie Cutter said in a

statement.

On Friday, the divided three-judge panel of the 11th Circuit Court of
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Appeals sided with 26 states that filed a lawsuit to block Obama's

signature domestic initiative. The panel said that Congress exceeded its

constitutional authority by requiring Americans to buy insurance or face

penalties.

"This economic mandate represents a wholly novel and potentially

unbounded assertion of congressional authority," the panel said in the

majority opinion.

The majority also said that a basic objective of the law is to "make

health insurance coverage accessible and thereby to reduce the

number of uninsured persons." Without the individual mandate, the

majority said, the law "retains many other provisions that help to

accomplish some of the same objectives as the individual mandate."

The decision is a review of a sweeping ruling by a Florida judge, who

not only struck down a requirement that nearly all Americans carry

health insurance, but he also threw out other provisions ranging from

Medicare discounts for some seniors to a change that allows adult

children up to age 26 to remain on their parents' coverage.

The states urged the 11th Circuit to uphold U.S. District Judge Roger

Vinson's ruling, saying in a court filing that letting the law stand would

set a troubling precedent that "would imperil individual liberty, render

Congress's other enumerated powers superfluous, and allow Congress

to usurp the general police power reserved to the states."

The Justice Department countered that Congress had the power to

require most people to buy health insurance or face tax penalties

because Congress has the authority to regulate interstate business. It

said the legislative branch was exercising its "quintessential" rights

when it adopted the new law.

During oral arguments in June, the three-judge panel repeatedly raised

questions about the overhaul and expressed unease with the insurance

requirement. Each of the three worried aloud if upholding the landmark

law could open the door to Congress adopting other sweeping

economic mandates.

The arguments unfolded in what's considered one of the nation's most
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conservative appeals courts. But the randomly selected panel

represents different judicial perspectives. None of the three is

considered either a stalwart conservative or an unfaltering liberal.

The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), the only

private group to join the 26 states in the lawsuit, cheered the decision.

"Small-business owners across the country have been vindicated by

the 11th Circuit's ruling that the individual mandate in the health-care

law is unconstitutional," said Karen Harned, executive director of the

group's legal center.

"The court reaffirmed what small businesses already knew - there are

limits to Congress' power. And the individual mandate, which compels

every American to buy health insurance or pay a fine, is a bridge too

far," she said.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Read more: http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/08/12/us-appeals-

court-rules-against-obamas-health-care-law/#ixzz1UqWwiCzT
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: statement re: ObamaCare ruling
Date: Friday, August 12, 2011 3:21:00 PM

How does this sound?
 
 

Governor Fallin Statement on Appeals Court
Ruling on Federal Health Care Law

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released a statement regarding the ruling
of a federal appeals court in Atlanta that the “individual mandate” contained within the
federal health care law was unconstitutional.  The federal panel said in the majority opinion,
“This economic mandate represents a wholly novel and potentially unbounded assertion of
congressional authority.”
 
“I am pleased that yet another federal court has agreed with the people of Oklahoma and me
that the ‘individual mandate’ contained within the president’s health care law is
unconstitutional, unworkable and unaffordable,” Fallin said. “Oklahomans have made it clear
the federal government under no circumstance should be allowed to force citizens to purchase
health insurance. As this case moves through the federal court system, I look forward to
continued validation that the ‘individual mandate’ is unconstitutional and in contradiction
with the free market principles that have made this nation great.”
 

###
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 2:55 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: statement re: ObamaCare ruling
 
Aaron do you have time to work on this now
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 2:55 PM
To: 'maryfallin '
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup
Subject: statement re: ObamaCare ruling
 
Governor, an Atlanta court struck down the individual mandate in the health care law. We are
drafting a statement in support of the ruling and will have that to you soon
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U.S. Appeals Court Rules Against Obama's Health Care Law

A federal appeals court in Atlanta ruled Friday that a provision in

President Obama's health care law requiring citizens to buy health

insurance is unconstitutional, but the court didn't strike down the rest of

the law.

The decision is a major setback for the White House, which had

appealed a ruling by a lower court judge who struck down the entire law

in January. But given that another appeals court, in Cincinnati, has

upheld the law, it is increasingly clear that the Supreme Court will have

the final say.

"We strongly disagree with this decision and we are confident it will not

stand," White House spokeswoman Stephanie Cutter said in a

statement.

On Friday, the divided three-judge panel of the 11th Circuit Court of

Appeals sided with 26 states that filed a lawsuit to block Obama's

signature domestic initiative. The panel said that Congress exceeded its

constitutional authority by requiring Americans to buy insurance or face

penalties.

"This economic mandate represents a wholly novel and potentially

unbounded assertion of congressional authority," the panel said in the

majority opinion.

The majority also said that a basic objective of the law is to "make

health insurance coverage accessible and thereby to reduce the

number of uninsured persons." Without the individual mandate, the

majority said, the law "retains many other provisions that help to

accomplish some of the same objectives as the individual mandate."

The decision is a review of a sweeping ruling by a Florida judge, who

not only struck down a requirement that nearly all Americans carry

health insurance, but he also threw out other provisions ranging from

Medicare discounts for some seniors to a change that allows adult

children up to age 26 to remain on their parents' coverage.

The states urged the 11th Circuit to uphold U.S. District Judge Roger
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Vinson's ruling, saying in a court filing that letting the law stand would

set a troubling precedent that "would imperil individual liberty, render

Congress's other enumerated powers superfluous, and allow Congress

to usurp the general police power reserved to the states."

The Justice Department countered that Congress had the power to

require most people to buy health insurance or face tax penalties

because Congress has the authority to regulate interstate business. It

said the legislative branch was exercising its "quintessential" rights

when it adopted the new law.

During oral arguments in June, the three-judge panel repeatedly raised

questions about the overhaul and expressed unease with the insurance

requirement. Each of the three worried aloud if upholding the landmark

law could open the door to Congress adopting other sweeping

economic mandates.

The arguments unfolded in what's considered one of the nation's most

conservative appeals courts. But the randomly selected panel

represents different judicial perspectives. None of the three is

considered either a stalwart conservative or an unfaltering liberal.

The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), the only

private group to join the 26 states in the lawsuit, cheered the decision.

"Small-business owners across the country have been vindicated by

the 11th Circuit's ruling that the individual mandate in the health-care

law is unconstitutional," said Karen Harned, executive director of the

group's legal center.

"The court reaffirmed what small businesses already knew - there are

limits to Congress' power. And the individual mandate, which compels

every American to buy health insurance or pay a fine, is a bridge too

far," she said.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Read more: http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/08/12/us-appeals-
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court-rules-against-obamas-health-care-law/#ixzz1UqWwiCzT
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11:00 PM

Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Cody Inman
Cc: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 5:04:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He will come to our office early next week (Monday or Tuesday), and simply
review all of the constituent mail.  He will pull the documents that he would like to keep, then we
will copy and redact those.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Do you have Bob’s number?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
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Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Rebecca Frazier; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:02:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Do you have Bob’s number?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
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Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Cody Inman
Cc: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 5:04:05 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He will come to our office early next week (Monday or Tuesday), and simply
review all of the constituent mail.  He will pull the documents that he would like to keep, then we
will copy and redact those.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Do you have Bob’s number?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
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Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:38:00 AM

Hi Nicole, do you have the stakeholder meeting details, (time and location?) thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 5:48 PM
To: Lieser, Derek G.; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; John Doak; Mike Rhoads;
Cindy.Roberts@ohca.org; Buffy.Heater@ohca.org; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri;
Jonathon.Buxton@okhouse.gov; ThompsonT@oksenate.gov; Rich Edwards; Alex Pettit;
John.Calabro@okhca.org; Howard.Hendrick@okdhs.org; tlwhite@odmhsas.org; sbuck@odmhsas.org;
Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Mike Fogarty
Subject: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 
Attachment:  03/10/11 meeting agenda
 
 
Steering Committee Members:    Please follow this link to access the Planning Grant / Gap
Analysis RFP:  http://www.dcs.state.ok.us/Solicitations.nsf.  The Bid Number is: 3
 
 
Recommended RFP Evaluation Committee members:

o    Project Managers - Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
o    Oklahoma Health Care Authority - Buffy Heater
o    Oklahoma Insurance Department – Mike Rhoads (or designee)
o    Oklahoma State Department of Health – Lloyd Smith

 
 
RFP Evaluation Timeline:
 

·         TUE., MARCH 8:  Deadline for vendors to submit questions regarding the RFP.   48 Hours
are allowed for Nicole and Derek (with consultation, as needed, from the Steering
Committee) to respond in writing and for DCS to issue an amendment with response to the
questions.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 10: Steering Committee Meeting.  Members sign RFP Confidentiality
Agreement documents.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 17: RFP closes. DCS will tabulate  vendor responses to determine qualified
(Responsive) bids. 
 

·         FRI., MARCH 18: Copies of the bids given to the RFP Evaluation Committee.  Binders with
Responsive bids are expected to be distributed by DCS to RFP Committee Members for

evaluation on Friday, March 18th  to be reviewed over the weekend.
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·         MON., WED., MARCH 21-23: RFP Evaluation Committee evaluates and scores bids.  The
RFP Committee will meet at OSDH each day Mar. 21-23 until the bids received have been
evaluated.  The Evaluation Committee will prepare its recommendation for presentation to
the Steering Committee.  RFP Committee results will be forwarded to Steering Committee
members as soon as possible, prior to the Thursday meeting.   

 
·         THUR., MARCH 24: Steering Committee meeting.  Steering Committee Members will

review RFP Evaluation Committee evaluations/recommendation.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 24: Scored bids and all materials returned to DSC.
 
 
IMPORTANT:  All contact with vendors regarding this RFP must be coordinated with DCS. If you
are contacted by a vendor regarding the RFP, please document the date, time, company name,
contact names, and the content of the conversation and forward this information to DCS
Contracting Officer, Jan Hall.  Information provided to a vendor should be limited to directing
them to contact the DCS Contracting Officer Jan Hall with any questions:
 

Jan Hall, CPPB CPO
Contracting & Procurement Officer
Department of Central Services
Central Purchasing Division
Phone:  405-522-0702
Fax:  405-522-1078
Jan_Hall@dcs.state.ok.us

 
 
 
Thank you.
 
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell   | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:22:00 AM

Sorry, I meant the location and time of the actual stakeholders meeting.  Thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 11:11 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 

Andrew – It was just rescheduled for Monday, March 14th at 1:00 pm in Room 307 at the Health
Department.  The major focus on Monday will be preparing for the Stakeholder’s meeting on March

16th. 
 
Did you receive the email from Crystal about the rescheduling of the meeting?
 
Nicole
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 10:39 AM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 
Hi Nicole, do you have the stakeholder meeting details, (time and location?) thanks!
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 5:48 PM
To: Lieser, Derek G.; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; John Doak; Mike Rhoads;
Cindy.Roberts@ohca.org; Buffy.Heater@ohca.org; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri;
Jonathon.Buxton@okhouse.gov; ThompsonT@oksenate.gov; Rich Edwards; Alex Pettit;
John.Calabro@okhca.org; Howard.Hendrick@okdhs.org; tlwhite@odmhsas.org; sbuck@odmhsas.org;
Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Mike Fogarty
Subject: Steering Committee Mtg. 03/10/11
 
Attachment:  03/10/11 meeting agenda
 
 
Steering Committee Members:    Please follow this link to access the Planning Grant / Gap
Analysis RFP:  http://www.dcs.state.ok.us/Solicitations.nsf.  The Bid Number is: 
 
 
Recommended RFP Evaluation Committee members:

o    Project Managers - Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
o    Oklahoma Health Care Authority - Buffy Heater
o    Oklahoma Insurance Department – Mike Rhoads (or designee)
o    Oklahoma State Department of Health – Lloyd Smith
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RFP Evaluation Timeline:
 

·         TUE., MARCH 8:  Deadline for vendors to submit questions regarding the RFP.   48 Hours
are allowed for Nicole and Derek (with consultation, as needed, from the Steering
Committee) to respond in writing and for DCS to issue an amendment with response to the
questions.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 10: Steering Committee Meeting.  Members sign RFP Confidentiality
Agreement documents.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 17: RFP closes. DCS will tabulate  vendor responses to determine qualified
(Responsive) bids. 
 

·         FRI., MARCH 18: Copies of the bids given to the RFP Evaluation Committee.  Binders with
Responsive bids are expected to be distributed by DCS to RFP Committee Members for

evaluation on Friday, March 18th  to be reviewed over the weekend.
 

·         MON., WED., MARCH 21-23: RFP Evaluation Committee evaluates and scores bids.  The
RFP Committee will meet at OSDH each day Mar. 21-23 until the bids received have been
evaluated.  The Evaluation Committee will prepare its recommendation for presentation to
the Steering Committee.  RFP Committee results will be forwarded to Steering Committee
members as soon as possible, prior to the Thursday meeting.   

 
·         THUR., MARCH 24: Steering Committee meeting.  Steering Committee Members will

review RFP Evaluation Committee evaluations/recommendation.
 

·         THUR., MARCH 24: Scored bids and all materials returned to DSC.
 
 
IMPORTANT:  All contact with vendors regarding this RFP must be coordinated with DCS. If you
are contacted by a vendor regarding the RFP, please document the date, time, company name,
contact names, and the content of the conversation and forward this information to DCS
Contracting Officer, Jan Hall.  Information provided to a vendor should be limited to directing
them to contact the DCS Contracting Officer Jan Hall with any questions:
 

Jan Hall, CPPB CPO
Contracting & Procurement Officer
Department of Central Services
Central Purchasing Division
Phone:  405-522-0702
Fax:  405-522-1078
Jan_Hall@dcs.state.ok.us
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Thank you.
 
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell   | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:00:52 PM

i have one more suggestion. I think this is an overstatement: However, the cumbersome Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The PPACA does quite a lot of things, solves some problems, introduces new ones etc. I think we just
need to say it is not the best way to address the rising cost of health care and the current plan is
unworkable and unaffordable for many states.
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

I made a minor change and fixed a typo – it is ready to go

Dear Congressman Sullivan,

I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce plans to
hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care
Reform.”

There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number of
uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the new
mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States need
flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our budgets, which
you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are facing a $500
million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform legislation are very
aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement meaningful changes.

Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and individuals. 
We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and educate
consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions the states
should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.

Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, the process will not be successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.

I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.

There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
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impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts.

Sincerely,

 Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:38:00 PM

Updated draft
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which, as you know, is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already
are facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish our first exchange; however, that process will be severely hindered if our ability to include
market-driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:33 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Sullivan letter
 
Made a few edits to draft from Katie.  This looks OK to me.  Please review and then I’ll send to GMF
and GC to see if they can approve.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are
facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to

38455



establish our first exchange; however, the process will not successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:37:00 PM

Got it.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

make sure to water down that one sentence about the exchange not being successful
________________________________________
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:32 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Sullivan letter

Made a few edits to draft from Katie.  This looks OK to me.  Please review and then I’ll send to GMF
and GC to see if they can approve.

Dear Congressman Sullivan,

I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce plans to
hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care
Reform.”

There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number of
uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the new
mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States need
flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our budgets, which
you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are facing a $500
million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform legislation are very
aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement meaningful changes.

Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and individuals. 
We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and educate
consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions the states
should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.

Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish our first exchange; however, the process will not successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.

I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
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There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts.

Sincerely,

 Governor Mary Fallin

______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov<mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov>
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:58:48 PM
Importance: High

I made a minor change and fixed a typo – it is ready to go
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are
facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, the process will not be successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:38:41 PM

Updated draft
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which, as you know, is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already
are facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish our first exchange; however, that process will be severely hindered if our ability to include
market-driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 

38461

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:33 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Sullivan letter
 
Made a few edits to draft from Katie.  This looks OK to me.  Please review and then I’ll send to GMF
and GC to see if they can approve.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are
facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
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establish our first exchange; however, the process will not successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:04:00 PM

I'll make the change.  Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

What about...However, the cumbersome Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not an
effective solution for curbing rising health care costs.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

i have one more suggestion. I think this is an overstatement: However, the cumbersome Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The PPACA does quite a lot of things, solves some problems, introduces new ones etc. I think we just
need to say it is not the best way to address the rising cost of health care and the current plan is
unworkable and unaffordable for many states.
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

I made a minor change and fixed a typo – it is ready to go

Dear Congressman Sullivan,

I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce plans to
hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care
Reform.”

There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number of
uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the new
mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States need
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flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our budgets, which
you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are facing a $500
million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform legislation are very
aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement meaningful changes.

Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and individuals. 
We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and educate
consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions the states
should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.

Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, the process will not be successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.

I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.

There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts.

Sincerely,

 Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:03:54 PM

What about...However, the cumbersome Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not an
effective solution for curbing rising health care costs.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

i have one more suggestion. I think this is an overstatement: However, the cumbersome Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The PPACA does quite a lot of things, solves some problems, introduces new ones etc. I think we just
need to say it is not the best way to address the rising cost of health care and the current plan is
unworkable and unaffordable for many states.
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Sullivan letter

I made a minor change and fixed a typo – it is ready to go

Dear Congressman Sullivan,

I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce plans to
hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care
Reform.”

There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number of
uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.

The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the new
mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States need
flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our budgets, which
you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are facing a $500
million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform legislation are very
aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement meaningful changes.

Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and individuals. 
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We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and educate
consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions the states
should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.

Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, the process will not be successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.

I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.

There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts.

Sincerely,

 Governor Mary Fallin
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: TEST 2: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for

Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:10:00 PM

Good to go

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:58 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: TEST 2: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right
Thing for Oklahoma
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
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            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: TEST: ICYMI: Gov. Fallin Discusses Health Care Exchanges with Greta Van Susteren
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 11:37:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Lets do it like this. Graphic looks good!
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: TEST: ICYMI: Gov. Fallin Discusses Health Care Exchanges with Greta Van Susteren
 
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
 
Governor Fallin explains why Oklahoma is saying “thanks, but no thanks” to implementing
ObamaCare.
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: TEST: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for

Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:54:00 PM

Hey, sorry. I changed my mind. Lets put the $475 M figure back in

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:51 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: TEST: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right
Thing for Oklahoma
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
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            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma hundreds of millions of dollars between now and
2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered
Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future
given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing
to the out-of-control spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###
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From: Kloiber, Bill - DOA
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different planet called

command and control
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 4:19:02 PM

Ya, I was wonderin what kinda debrief yu gave her

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 5:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; debbie ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
Kloiber, Bill - DOA
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Sorry I missed the call at 2pm/3pm today, sounds like OK may have been a little off message. Sorry
about that, we are in fact on the same page with all of you.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 2:20 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; debbie ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov; sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Speaking of which, I'm about to write my memo for that phone call.
Here's a rough draft -- please do not forward but I'd be interested in
your comments as we all write our memos...... I just typed this out in
about 1 minute....

I think I'll begin with the state of play--

Two issues of disagreement-

1. Relief from the MOE:  We need MOE relief from both Congress and
Sebelius. It is not something that can be separated from this discussion
even though a letter was sent in January.  Any language about MOE should
address unfunded mandates.  Gov Gregoire will probably try to tell you
NGA has already addressed MOEs.

2. Block Grants: Some Democrats, notably Governor Patrick to this
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discussion, oppose the block grant idea.

Governor Gregroire is upset with staff and had hoped that we would come
up with a list of things in which governors can agree, saving the last
couple of "hot" items for governors to resolve. She is concerned the one
governor on either side of the aisle can veto a consensus document.

Governor Heineman, through his leadership, identified on the front end
what our "line in the sand" would be.  1) Relief from MOE and 2) Block
grants.  Any list not including those items would be a deal breaker for
our caucus.

Politically, agreeing to a document with items that the Secretary might
approve while ignoring other items is not agreeable to either side.
Democrats are just as concerned about Chairman Ryan using what we
release as we are concerned about the President using what we produce.
(the President has referenced this NGA healthcare task force in his
remarks in the last couple of weeks, adding fuel to our concern that
HHS/WH is looking for us to produce something they can use).  Governor
Gregroire was going to talk to Governor Patrick about compromise
language on block grants, and, at this time, I am unaware of what such
language could include. I'd caution you on such a position.

The document, attached to your memo is lengthy.  It divides the subject
matters into three sections: high cost savers, middle and low cost
savers.  The details of the memo is not critical to your conversation
today.

My recommendation is that you support Governor Heineman and his efforts
to graciously conclude the NGA healthcare task force on the basis that
healthcare reform is very political and we are unable to agree on two of
the most important issues we face.  NGA should focus on the other 85% of
issues beyond healthcare where we do have agreement.

Reminder- We do have the RGPPC healthcare process which is still at the
Medicaid Director level but will be presented to Governors in the near
future for their edits and eventual approval/release.

>>> "Dona DeLeon"  04/26/11 12:49 PM >>>
No tomorrow at 3:00 - Wed
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From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 1:48 PM
To: Dona DeLeon; 'debbie '; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov';
'msanderson@governor.state.ms.us'; 'bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com'; 'DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov'
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the
NGA....they are just on a different planet called command and control

Is the Medicaid Task Force call for this afternoon still on? Sorry if I
missed a previous communication on it already.

From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us]
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 04:54 PM
To: debbie  ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov ;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us ; Katie Altshuler;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the
NGA....they are just on a different planet called command and control

Geez that gov is SCAREY. Thanks debbie. Yu all shd read the wsj piece by
peggy noonan today, entitled obama is likely to lose.

________________________________

From: Debbie Hohlt
TCc: 'Seema Verma' ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Sent: Sat Apr 16 12:36:10 2011
Subject: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the
NGA....they are just on a different planet called command and control

Applaud his move to contain costs - paying for outcomes not
fee-for-service using an accountable care model, but note my highlights,
like the the federal government's just released 500 pages of ACO regs,
Patrick believes the government - not patients - should drive the
decision-making and cost savings, they think they need to command and
control from Boston and/or Washington.

Back to previous page

________________________________

Massachusetts, pioneer of universal health care, now may try new
approach to costs

By Amy Goldstein  , Friday, April 15, 6:15 PM

BOSTON - Five years ago this week, Massachusetts became the first state
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to move toward universal health insurance, foreshadowing the 2010
federal health-care overhaul  . Now, the commonwealth is debating
whether to become a role model again  by replacing the fee-for-service
system that has long defined U.S. medicine.

Massachusetts Gov. Deval L. Patrick (D) is trying to "shove," as he put
it, the health-care system here into a new era of cost control. He is
proposing a new way of paying for care that would try to propel changes
in the way it is delivered. It would give lump payments to teams of
doctors responsible for almost all the care of a group of patients, with
bonuses for saving money and dispensing high-caliber services that keep
people healthy.

The governor's plan   - stirring an impassioned debate inside the
gold-domed State House on Beacon Hill and among players in the state's
vaunted health-care industry - would make Massachusetts the only state
to promote wholesale new arrangements of "integrated care."

Massachusetts in 2006 created a health insurance exchange, a requirement
that most residents carry coverage and subsidies to help them pay for it
- central elements now in the federal law. As a result, 98 percent of
the residents here are now insured, the highest rate in the nation. But
the state's first round of health-care changes devoted far less
attention to medical costs.

"We did access first," said state Senate President Therese Murray (D).
"Now we have to figure out how we afford that."

With that question widely regarded here as unavoidable, "Massachusetts
is where the feds are going to be" in a few years, predicted Robert
Laszewski, a health industry consultant. "It's a time machine."

The governor's proposal builds on a surprising consensus among leaders
from the state's insurance and hospital industries, medical society,
legislature and governor's staff who served on a special state
commission assigned to diagnose the culprit behind the soaring medical
spending.

Fee-for-service medicine "is a primary contributor to escalating costs
and pervasive problems of uneven quality," the commission unanimously
concluded   in 2009.

Despite the consensus, huge questions loom: Who should be part of the
new medical teams? How would the idea work for most doctors who practice
alone or in small groups? How much clout should the state wield to blunt
the ability of powerful local health systems to drive up costs? And,
importantly, how heavy a hand should the government use to compel
change?

"We are preparing ourselves to grapple with a certain amount of
constructive disruption in the industry," Patrick said in a lengthy
interview. "It's a journey."

In the pressure-cooker of medical costs in the United States,
Massachusetts offers a particularly vivid example. The spending per
person on health care is 15 percent higher than the national average -
even taking into account the comparatively high wages here and outsize
role of medical research and training. The move to near-universal
coverage, state figures show, accounts for a sliver of recent increases
in insurance premiums, which have soared above inflation. The main
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reason has been a rapid escalation in prices.

"The growth is outstripping every single measure of society's ability to
keep up," said Glen Shor, executive director of the Commonwealth Health
Insurance Connector, which runs the insurance exchange.

Having committed to health care for almost everyone, Shor said,
Massachusetts does not have the same "safety valve" as other states,
which are carving services and sometimes people from public health and
insurance programs. "As a result, we have to, more than anywhere else,
stare squarely at cost containment."

In this climate, the private health-care marketplace already is taking
steps away from fee-for-service, the method by which doctors, hospitals
and others who treat patients are paid for each service they provide.
The rationale is that such a system rewards more care rather than
coordinated treatment and upfront care that can lessen the need for more
expensive services later on.

The biggest move is being made by Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Massachusetts, the commonwealth's largest insurer. In 2009 it began a
new payment system called Alternative Quality Contracts with some of the
doctors and hospitals in its network.

The arrangement is a version of the accountable care organizations that
the federal government also is trying to encourage in Medicare. They pay
teams of doctors or hospitals a lump sum or what is called a "global
budget" for the patients assigned to them. If a team can provide care
for less, it keeps some of the savings, assuming it also meets enough of
64 measures of quality that Blue Cross has defined. Today, about
one-third of the primary care doctors in Blue Cross's network are taking
part. A half-million HMO patients have been put in them - but not told
by the insurer.

The arrangement is voluntary, but Andrew Dreyfus, Blue Cross's president
and chief executive, said that if doctors and others stay with the old
fee-for-service model, "we can no longer pay the kind of price increases
we have . . . in the past."

Some doctors are embracing the new way of working. David C. Pickul is
the medical director of the physicians group affiliated with Lowell
General Hospital, in an economically bruised community about 30 miles
northwest of Boston. The group is in the third year of a five-year
"alternative quality" contract with Blue Cross involving a hub of 70
primary care doctors and a looser group of 200 specialists who are
responsible for 20,000 HMO patients. The team now has a financial
incentive, Pickul said, to track down patients when it is time for their
mammograms or for eye exams for those with diabetes. Under Blue Cross's
quality rating, Lowell has soared the past two years.

Blue Cross is not alone. At Partners HealthCare, the famous Boston-based
medical system that dominates health care here, Massachusetts General
Hospital has been conducting a Medicare experiment in which nurses are
assigned to coordinate care for about 2,500 older patients with multiple
ailments. The experiment, which began five years ago, so far has reduced
hospital re-admissions by one-fifth and cut medical spending by 7
percent.

"Frankly, the market has already . . . responded," said Gary Gottlieb,
Partners' president and chief executive. "There is enough momentum for
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us to do this without instrumental regulation" by the state.

The governor and some other officials disagree. The need to lower costs,
they say, is urgent enough that the government should step in, and they
have been laying groundwork.

A 2008 law that created the special commission also gave the state
sweeping new powers to document the problems of medical costs. Attorney
General Martha Coakley used new subpoena power to produce a report
laying out large disparities in hospitals' prices and concluding that
they are unrelated to the quality of their care, the sickness of their
patients or whether the institution is a teaching factor that drives prices was "market leverage," Coakley
wrote, singling
out Partners as the greatest offender.

Then, in a February 2010 speech before the Greater Boston Chamber of
Commerce, Patrick "just lost my patience," he recalled. Unless insurers
lower their prices, he told the audience, he would direct the insurance
commissioner to take the unprecedented step of rejecting any rates the
state viewed as excessive.

"I said, 'Look, something has got to give,' " he said in the interview.
"They didn't think I would do it." But on April 1 last year, the
commissioner rejected 235 of 274 proposed increases for individuals and
small businesses.

Some insurers sued. Eventually, many settled with the state for smaller
increases. "I meant to get people's attention, and we did," Patrick
said. This year, insurers returned with smaller increases.

The commonwealth has begun to use its large purchasing power - through
Medicaid, subsidies for people to buy coverage in the exchange and
insurance for state and municipal workers. For instance, in November,
Massachusetts Health and Human Services Secretary JudyAnn Bigby said,
Medicaid began an experiment with "medical homes" that coordinate care
for the patients of about 200 doctors statewide.

The governor's legislative proposal, introduced in February, would go
further, setting changes in motion for both public and private
insurance. In addition to the goals for a broad shift to global payments
within four years, it would give the insurance commissioner authority to
reject insurance rates based on the prices providers charge.

Such a plan has influential allies, including Murray, the state Senate
president, who is urging fellow lawmakers to adopt the global payments
plan this year.

"We've seen how patients in these integrated care organizations are much
healthier and happier. . . . It has been a godsend," said Brian Rosman,
research director of a group called Health Care for All that is part of
a new coalition pushing for the governor's proposal.

Skeptics urge caution. House Majority Leader Ronald Mariano (D) says the
state "ought to take more time. You turn the system upside down, you
don't educate people sufficiently, you are going to have a repeat of
what we had in the '90s with the [backlash against] HMOs."

And Alice Coombs, president of the Massachusetts Medical Society, is
especially concerned about physicians who work alone or in small groups,
older physicians who might choose to retire rather than switch or new
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doctors who might leave for other states.

Among the biggest unresolved questions - for critics and supporters
alike - is what the government would do if the shift to global payments
and integrated care did not reach the goals by 2015. Patrick is
admittedly vague on the question. "Yes, there should be
accountabilities," he said. "I am not persuaded that the market is going
to get this right all by itself."

But he said, "I don't want to pre-suppose" the precise power the state
should have to force changes. The bill we filed," the governor said, "is
to provoke a debate, not to conclude it."

goldsteina@washpost.com

(c) 2011 The Washington Post Company

Deborah Hohlt

202-624-1474 (office)

202-  (cell)
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From: Debbie Hohlt
To: "Dona DeLeon"; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; Katie Altshuler; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;

bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov; sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different planet called

command and control
Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 4:13:41 PM

Anytime we have to ask the Secretary for flexibility on anything the answer will be no, if we ever get a
real answer.  Sebelius will say we can already ask for waivers so thereby request granted.....agree the
issue is waivers vs. real block grants that need legislation.

Deborah Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)
202-  (cell)

-----Original Message-----
From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 4:26 PM
To: msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov; debbie ;
Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov; sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

My memo has gone. The tricky issue is that the term block grant is being used interchangeably with an
1115 waiver. I understand that both washington and oregon will pursue 1115 waivers from cms similar
to the vt and ri waivers so gregoire wld like to come to an agreement on that. I do  think you can
separate out the support for 1115 type block grants and paul ryan block grants and we can make that
distinction. Nj will submit a global waiver next month which will be very limited to what we can do
under paul ryan.  Moe is trickier even though nga sent a letter in jan. I think that will be the biggest
hurdle. bottom line, if no agreement to moe or block grant nga shld not send anything on medicaid
flexibility at all.

----- Original Message -----
From: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>
To: Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Dona DeLeon; debbie
<  Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov <Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov <bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov <DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov>;
sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com <sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com>
Sent: Tue Apr 26 15:19:50 2011
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Speaking of which, I'm about to write my memo for that phone call.
Here's a rough draft -- please do not forward but I'd be interested in your comments as we all write our
memos...... I just typed this out in about 1 minute....

I think I'll begin with the state of play--

Two issues of disagreement-

1. Relief from the MOE:  We need MOE relief from both Congress and Sebelius. It is not something that
can be separated from this discussion even though a letter was sent in January.  Any language about
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MOE should address unfunded mandates.  Gov Gregoire will probably try to tell you NGA has already
addressed MOEs.

2. Block Grants: Some Democrats, notably Governor Patrick to this discussion, oppose the block grant
idea. 

Governor Gregroire is upset with staff and had hoped that we would come up with a list of things in
which governors can agree, saving the last couple of "hot" items for governors to resolve. She is
concerned the one governor on either side of the aisle can veto a consensus document.

Governor Heineman, through his leadership, identified on the front end what our "line in the sand"
would be.  1) Relief from MOE and 2) Block grants.  Any list not including those items would be a deal
breaker for our caucus. 

Politically, agreeing to a document with items that the Secretary might approve while ignoring other
items is not agreeable to either side.
Democrats are just as concerned about Chairman Ryan using what we release as we are concerned
about the President using what we produce.
(the President has referenced this NGA healthcare task force in his remarks in the last couple of weeks,
adding fuel to our concern that HHS/WH is looking for us to produce something they can use). 
Governor Gregroire was going to talk to Governor Patrick about compromise language on block grants,
and, at this time, I am unaware of what such language could include. I'd caution you on such a
position.

The document, attached to your memo is lengthy.  It divides the subject matters into three sections:
high cost savers, middle and low cost savers.  The details of the memo is not critical to your
conversation today.

My recommendation is that you support Governor Heineman and his efforts to graciously conclude the
NGA healthcare task force on the basis that healthcare reform is very political and we are unable to
agree on two of the most important issues we face.  NGA should focus on the other 85% of issues
beyond healthcare where we do have agreement.

Reminder- We do have the RGPPC healthcare process which is still at the Medicaid Director level but will
be presented to Governors in the near future for their edits and eventual approval/release. 

>>> "Dona DeLeon"  04/26/11 12:49 PM >>>
No tomorrow at 3:00 - Wed

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
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Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 1:48 PM
To: Dona DeLeon; 'debbie '; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov';
'msanderson@governor.state.ms.us'; 'bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com'; 'DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov'
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Is the Medicaid Task Force call for this afternoon still on? Sorry if I missed a previous communication on
it already.

From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us]
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 04:54 PM
To: debbie  ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov ; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us ; Katie
Altshuler; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Geez that gov is SCAREY. Thanks debbie. Yu all shd read the wsj piece by peggy noonan today, entitled
obama is likely to lose.

________________________________

From: Debbie Hohlt
TCc: 'Seema Verma' ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Sent: Sat Apr 16 12:36:10 2011
Subject: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different planet
called command and control

Applaud his move to contain costs – paying for outcomes not fee-for-service using an accountable care
model, but note my highlights, like the the federal government’s just released 500 pages of ACO regs,
Patrick believes the government – not patients – should drive the decision-making and cost savings,
they think they need to command and
control from Boston and/or Washington.  

Back to previous page 

________________________________

Massachusetts, pioneer of universal health care, now may try new approach to costs

By Amy Goldstein  , Friday, April 15, 6:15 PM

BOSTON — Five years ago this week, Massachusetts became the first state to move toward universal
health insurance, foreshadowing the 2010 federal health-care overhaul  . Now, the commonwealth is
debating whether to become a role model again  by replacing the fee-for-service system that has long
defined U.S. medicine.
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Massachusetts Gov. Deval L. Patrick (D) is trying to “shove,” as he put it, the health-care system here
into a new era of cost control. He is proposing a new way of paying for care that would try to propel
changes in the way it is delivered. It would give lump payments to teams of doctors responsible for
almost all the care of a group of patients, with bonuses for saving money and dispensing high-caliber
services that keep people healthy.

The governor’s plan   — stirring an impassioned debate inside the
gold-domed State House on Beacon Hill and among players in the state’s vaunted health-care industry
— would make Massachusetts the only state to promote wholesale new arrangements of “integrated
care.”

Massachusetts in 2006 created a health insurance exchange, a requirement that most residents carry
coverage and subsidies to help them pay for it — central elements now in the federal law. As a result,
98 percent of the residents here are now insured, the highest rate in the nation. But the state’s first
round of health-care changes devoted far less attention to medical costs.

“We did access first,” said state Senate President Therese Murray (D).
“Now we have to figure out how we afford that.”

With that question widely regarded here as unavoidable, “Massachusetts is where the feds are going to
be” in a few years, predicted Robert Laszewski, a health industry consultant. “It’s a time machine.”

The governor’s proposal builds on a surprising consensus among leaders from the state’s insurance and
hospital industries, medical society, legislature and governor’s staff who served on a special state
commission assigned to diagnose the culprit behind the soaring medical spending.

Fee-for-service medicine “is a primary contributor to escalating costs and pervasive problems of uneven
quality,” the commission unanimously
concluded   in 2009.

Despite the consensus, huge questions loom: Who should be part of the new medical teams? How
would the idea work for most doctors who practice alone or in small groups? How much clout should
the state wield to blunt the ability of powerful local health systems to drive up costs? And, importantly,
how heavy a hand should the government use to compel change?

“We are preparing ourselves to grapple with a certain amount of constructive disruption in the industry,”
Patrick said in a lengthy interview. “It’s a journey.”

In the pressure-cooker of medical costs in the United States, Massachusetts offers a particularly vivid
example. The spending per person on health care is 15 percent higher than the national average —
even taking into account the comparatively high wages here and outsize role of medical research and
training. The move to near-universal coverage, state figures show, accounts for a sliver of recent
increases in insurance premiums, which have soared above inflation. The main reason has been a rapid
escalation in prices.

“The growth is outstripping every single measure of society’s ability to keep up,” said Glen Shor,
executive director of the Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector, which runs the insurance
exchange.

Having committed to health care for almost everyone, Shor said, Massachusetts does not have the same
“safety valve” as other states, which are carving services and sometimes people from public health and
insurance programs. “As a result, we have to, more than anywhere else, stare squarely at cost
containment.”

In this climate, the private health-care marketplace already is taking steps away from fee-for-service,
the method by which doctors, hospitals and others who treat patients are paid for each service they
provide.
The rationale is that such a system rewards more care rather than coordinated treatment and upfront
care that can lessen the need for more expensive services later on.
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The biggest move is being made by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts, the commonwealth’s
largest insurer. In 2009 it began a new payment system called Alternative Quality Contracts with some
of the doctors and hospitals in its network.

The arrangement is a version of the accountable care organizations that the federal government also is
trying to encourage in Medicare. They pay teams of doctors or hospitals a lump sum or what is called a
“global budget” for the patients assigned to them. If a team can provide care for less, it keeps some of
the savings, assuming it also meets enough of
64 measures of quality that Blue Cross has defined. Today, about one-third of the primary care doctors
in Blue Cross’s network are taking part. A half-million HMO patients have been put in them — but not
told by the insurer.

The arrangement is voluntary, but Andrew Dreyfus, Blue Cross’s president and chief executive, said that
if doctors and others stay with the old fee-for-service model, “we can no longer pay the kind of price
increases we have . . . in the past.”

Some doctors are embracing the new way of working. David C. Pickul is the medical director of the
physicians group affiliated with Lowell General Hospital, in an economically bruised community about 30
miles northwest of Boston. The group is in the third year of a five-year “alternative quality” contract
with Blue Cross involving a hub of 70 primary care doctors and a looser group of 200 specialists who
are responsible for 20,000 HMO patients. The team now has a financial incentive, Pickul said, to track
down patients when it is time for their mammograms or for eye exams for those with diabetes. Under
Blue Cross’s quality rating, Lowell has soared the past two years.

Blue Cross is not alone. At Partners HealthCare, the famous Boston-based medical system that
dominates health care here, Massachusetts General Hospital has been conducting a Medicare
experiment in which nurses are assigned to coordinate care for about 2,500 older patients with multiple
ailments. The experiment, which began five years ago, so far has reduced hospital re-admissions by
one-fifth and cut medical spending by 7 percent.

“Frankly, the market has already . . . responded,” said Gary Gottlieb, Partners’ president and chief
executive. “There is enough momentum for us to do this without instrumental regulation” by the state.

The governor and some other officials disagree. The need to lower costs, they say, is urgent enough
that the government should step in, and they have been laying groundwork.

A 2008 law that created the special commission also gave the state sweeping new powers to document
the problems of medical costs. Attorney General Martha Coakley used new subpoena power to produce
a report laying out large disparities in hospitals’ prices and concluding that they are unrelated to the
quality of their care, the sickness of their patients or whether the institution is a teaching factor that
drives prices was “market leverage,” Coakley wrote, singling out Partners as the greatest offender.

Then, in a February 2010 speech before the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, Patrick “just lost
my patience,” he recalled. Unless insurers lower their prices, he told the audience, he would direct the
insurance commissioner to take the unprecedented step of rejecting any rates the state viewed as
excessive.

“I said, ‘Look, something has got to give,’ ” he said in the interview.
“They didn’t think I would do it.” But on April 1 last year, the commissioner rejected 235 of 274
proposed increases for individuals and small businesses.

Some insurers sued. Eventually, many settled with the state for smaller increases. “I meant to get
people’s attention, and we did,” Patrick said. This year, insurers returned with smaller increases.

The commonwealth has begun to use its large purchasing power — through Medicaid, subsidies for
people to buy coverage in the exchange and insurance for state and municipal workers. For instance, in
November, Massachusetts Health and Human Services Secretary JudyAnn Bigby said, Medicaid began an
experiment with “medical homes” that coordinate care for the patients of about 200 doctors statewide.

The governor’s legislative proposal, introduced in February, would go further, setting changes in motion
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for both public and private insurance. In addition to the goals for a broad shift to global payments within
four years, it would give the insurance commissioner authority to reject insurance rates based on the
prices providers charge.

Such a plan has influential allies, including Murray, the state Senate president, who is urging fellow
lawmakers to adopt the global payments plan this year.

“We’ve seen how patients in these integrated care organizations are much healthier and happier. . . . It
has been a godsend,” said Brian Rosman, research director of a group called Health Care for All that is
part of a new coalition pushing for the governor’s proposal.

Skeptics urge caution. House Majority Leader Ronald Mariano (D) says the state “ought to take more
time. You turn the system upside down, you don’t educate people sufficiently, you are going to have a
repeat of what we had in the ’90s with the [backlash against] HMOs.”

And Alice Coombs, president of the Massachusetts Medical Society, is especially concerned about
physicians who work alone or in small groups, older physicians who might choose to retire rather than
switch or new doctors who might leave for other states.

Among the biggest unresolved questions — for critics and supporters alike — is what the government
would do if the shift to global payments and integrated care did not reach the goals by 2015. Patrick is
admittedly vague on the question. “Yes, there should be accountabilities,” he said. “I am not persuaded
that the market is going to get this right all by itself.”

But he said, “I don’t want to pre-suppose” the precise power the state should have to force changes.
The bill we filed,” the governor said, “is to provoke a debate, not to conclude it.”

goldsteina@washpost.com

© 2011 The Washington Post Company

Deborah Hohlt

202-624-1474 (office)

202-  (cell)
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From: Debbie Hohlt
To: Katie Altshuler; "Marie Sanderson"; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;

bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different planet called

command and control
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 4:27:25 PM

No, your governor was asking a fair question -- what authority does Sec Sebelius say she has?  There
are differing viewpoints on the answer -- we say she can do just about anything she wants "the
secretary shall" and Sebelius hides behind Congress all the time.....she can't or really won't do what we
all need -- this effort will end with the inability to get two letters out the door.....Lauren, your boss was
great in insisting both letters go out simultaneously....Gov G was stunned as I think she thought she had
us in a corner....still not sure why she is so intent on this other than it will help with their upcoming
waiver?   Why doesn't she just do a letter with Dems?  Of course, I loved my boss' reaction and
incredulation (is this a word???)  that another Gov R or D would think he/she knows what's best for
IN.....

Deborah Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)
202-  (cell)

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 5:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; debbie ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Sorry I missed the call at 2pm/3pm today, sounds like OK may have been a little off message. Sorry
about that, we are in fact on the same page with all of you.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 2:20 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; debbie ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov; sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Speaking of which, I'm about to write my memo for that phone call.
Here's a rough draft -- please do not forward but I'd be interested in your comments as we all write our
memos...... I just typed this out in about 1 minute....

I think I'll begin with the state of play--
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Two issues of disagreement-

1. Relief from the MOE:  We need MOE relief from both Congress and Sebelius. It is not something that
can be separated from this discussion even though a letter was sent in January.  Any language about
MOE should address unfunded mandates.  Gov Gregoire will probably try to tell you NGA has already
addressed MOEs.

2. Block Grants: Some Democrats, notably Governor Patrick to this discussion, oppose the block grant
idea.

Governor Gregroire is upset with staff and had hoped that we would come up with a list of things in
which governors can agree, saving the last couple of "hot" items for governors to resolve. She is
concerned the one governor on either side of the aisle can veto a consensus document.

Governor Heineman, through his leadership, identified on the front end what our "line in the sand"
would be.  1) Relief from MOE and 2) Block grants.  Any list not including those items would be a deal
breaker for our caucus.

Politically, agreeing to a document with items that the Secretary might approve while ignoring other
items is not agreeable to either side.
Democrats are just as concerned about Chairman Ryan using what we release as we are concerned
about the President using what we produce.
(the President has referenced this NGA healthcare task force in his remarks in the last couple of weeks,
adding fuel to our concern that HHS/WH is looking for us to produce something they can use). 
Governor Gregroire was going to talk to Governor Patrick about compromise language on block grants,
and, at this time, I am unaware of what such language could include. I'd caution you on such a
position.

The document, attached to your memo is lengthy.  It divides the subject matters into three sections:
high cost savers, middle and low cost savers.  The details of the memo is not critical to your
conversation today.

My recommendation is that you support Governor Heineman and his efforts to graciously conclude the
NGA healthcare task force on the basis that healthcare reform is very political and we are unable to
agree on two of the most important issues we face.  NGA should focus on the other 85% of issues
beyond healthcare where we do have agreement.

Reminder- We do have the RGPPC healthcare process which is still at the Medicaid Director level but will
be presented to Governors in the near future for their edits and eventual approval/release.

>>> "Dona DeLeon"  04/26/11 12:49 PM >>>

38487



No tomorrow at 3:00 - Wed

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 1:48 PM
To: Dona DeLeon; 'debbie '; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov';
'msanderson@governor.state.ms.us'; 'bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com'; 'DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov'
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Is the Medicaid Task Force call for this afternoon still on? Sorry if I missed a previous communication on
it already.

From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us]
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 04:54 PM
To: debbie  ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov ; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us ; Katie
Altshuler; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: sverma@seemavermaconsulting.com ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Geez that gov is SCAREY. Thanks debbie. Yu all shd read the wsj piece by peggy noonan today, entitled
obama is likely to lose.

________________________________

From: Debbie Hohlt
TCc: 'Seema Verma' ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Sent: Sat Apr 16 12:36:10 2011
Subject: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different planet
called command and control

Applaud his move to contain costs – paying for outcomes not fee-for-service using an accountable care
model, but note my highlights, like the the federal government’s just released 500 pages of ACO regs,
Patrick believes the government – not patients – should drive the decision-making and cost savings,
they think they need to command and control from Boston and/or Washington.

Back to previous page

________________________________

Massachusetts, pioneer of universal health care, now may try new approach to costs

By Amy Goldstein  , Friday, April 15, 6:15 PM

BOSTON — Five years ago this week, Massachusetts became the first state to move toward universal
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health insurance, foreshadowing the 2010 federal health-care overhaul  . Now, the commonwealth is
debating whether to become a role model again  by replacing the fee-for-service system that has long
defined U.S. medicine.

Massachusetts Gov. Deval L. Patrick (D) is trying to “shove,” as he put it, the health-care system here
into a new era of cost control. He is proposing a new way of paying for care that would try to propel
changes in the way it is delivered. It would give lump payments to teams of doctors responsible for
almost all the care of a group of patients, with bonuses for saving money and dispensing high-caliber
services that keep people healthy.

The governor’s plan   — stirring an impassioned debate inside the
gold-domed State House on Beacon Hill and among players in the state’s vaunted health-care industry
— would make Massachusetts the only state to promote wholesale new arrangements of “integrated
care.”

Massachusetts in 2006 created a health insurance exchange, a requirement that most residents carry
coverage and subsidies to help them pay for it — central elements now in the federal law. As a result,
98 percent of the residents here are now insured, the highest rate in the nation. But the state’s first
round of health-care changes devoted far less attention to medical costs.

“We did access first,” said state Senate President Therese Murray (D).
“Now we have to figure out how we afford that.”

With that question widely regarded here as unavoidable, “Massachusetts is where the feds are going to
be” in a few years, predicted Robert Laszewski, a health industry consultant. “It’s a time machine.”

The governor’s proposal builds on a surprising consensus among leaders from the state’s insurance and
hospital industries, medical society, legislature and governor’s staff who served on a special state
commission assigned to diagnose the culprit behind the soaring medical spending.

Fee-for-service medicine “is a primary contributor to escalating costs and pervasive problems of uneven
quality,” the commission unanimously
concluded   in 2009.

Despite the consensus, huge questions loom: Who should be part of the new medical teams? How
would the idea work for most doctors who practice alone or in small groups? How much clout should
the state wield to blunt the ability of powerful local health systems to drive up costs? And, importantly,
how heavy a hand should the government use to compel change?

“We are preparing ourselves to grapple with a certain amount of constructive disruption in the industry,”
Patrick said in a lengthy interview. “It’s a journey.”

In the pressure-cooker of medical costs in the United States, Massachusetts offers a particularly vivid
example. The spending per person on health care is 15 percent higher than the national average —
even taking into account the comparatively high wages here and outsize role of medical research and
training. The move to near-universal coverage, state figures show, accounts for a sliver of recent
increases in insurance premiums, which have soared above inflation. The main reason has been a rapid
escalation in prices.

“The growth is outstripping every single measure of society’s ability to keep up,” said Glen Shor,
executive director of the Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector, which runs the insurance
exchange.

Having committed to health care for almost everyone, Shor said, Massachusetts does not have the same
“safety valve” as other states, which are carving services and sometimes people from public health and
insurance programs. “As a result, we have to, more than anywhere else, stare squarely at cost
containment.”

In this climate, the private health-care marketplace already is taking steps away from fee-for-service,
the method by which doctors, hospitals and others who treat patients are paid for each service they
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provide.
The rationale is that such a system rewards more care rather than coordinated treatment and upfront
care that can lessen the need for more expensive services later on.

The biggest move is being made by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts, the commonwealth’s
largest insurer. In 2009 it began a new payment system called Alternative Quality Contracts with some
of the doctors and hospitals in its network.

The arrangement is a version of the accountable care organizations that the federal government also is
trying to encourage in Medicare. They pay teams of doctors or hospitals a lump sum or what is called a
“global budget” for the patients assigned to them. If a team can provide care for less, it keeps some of
the savings, assuming it also meets enough of
64 measures of quality that Blue Cross has defined. Today, about one-third of the primary care doctors
in Blue Cross’s network are taking part. A half-million HMO patients have been put in them — but not
told by the insurer.

The arrangement is voluntary, but Andrew Dreyfus, Blue Cross’s president and chief executive, said that
if doctors and others stay with the old fee-for-service model, “we can no longer pay the kind of price
increases we have . . . in the past.”

Some doctors are embracing the new way of working. David C. Pickul is the medical director of the
physicians group affiliated with Lowell General Hospital, in an economically bruised community about 30
miles northwest of Boston. The group is in the third year of a five-year “alternative quality” contract
with Blue Cross involving a hub of 70 primary care doctors and a looser group of 200 specialists who
are responsible for 20,000 HMO patients. The team now has a financial incentive, Pickul said, to track
down patients when it is time for their mammograms or for eye exams for those with diabetes. Under
Blue Cross’s quality rating, Lowell has soared the past two years.

Blue Cross is not alone. At Partners HealthCare, the famous Boston-based medical system that
dominates health care here, Massachusetts General Hospital has been conducting a Medicare
experiment in which nurses are assigned to coordinate care for about 2,500 older patients with multiple
ailments. The experiment, which began five years ago, so far has reduced hospital re-admissions by
one-fifth and cut medical spending by 7 percent.

“Frankly, the market has already . . . responded,” said Gary Gottlieb, Partners’ president and chief
executive. “There is enough momentum for us to do this without instrumental regulation” by the state.

The governor and some other officials disagree. The need to lower costs, they say, is urgent enough
that the government should step in, and they have been laying groundwork.

A 2008 law that created the special commission also gave the state sweeping new powers to document
the problems of medical costs. Attorney General Martha Coakley used new subpoena power to produce
a report laying out large disparities in hospitals’ prices and concluding that they are unrelated to the
quality of their care, the sickness of their patients or whether the institution is a teaching factor that
drives prices was “market leverage,” Coakley wrote, singling out Partners as the greatest offender.

Then, in a February 2010 speech before the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, Patrick “just lost
my patience,” he recalled. Unless insurers lower their prices, he told the audience, he would direct the
insurance commissioner to take the unprecedented step of rejecting any rates the state viewed as
excessive.

“I said, ‘Look, something has got to give,’ ” he said in the interview.
“They didn’t think I would do it.” But on April 1 last year, the commissioner rejected 235 of 274
proposed increases for individuals and small businesses.

Some insurers sued. Eventually, many settled with the state for smaller increases. “I meant to get
people’s attention, and we did,” Patrick said. This year, insurers returned with smaller increases.

The commonwealth has begun to use its large purchasing power — through Medicaid, subsidies for
people to buy coverage in the exchange and insurance for state and municipal workers. For instance, in
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November, Massachusetts Health and Human Services Secretary JudyAnn Bigby said, Medicaid began an
experiment with “medical homes” that coordinate care for the patients of about 200 doctors statewide.

The governor’s legislative proposal, introduced in February, would go further, setting changes in motion
for both public and private insurance. In addition to the goals for a broad shift to global payments within
four years, it would give the insurance commissioner authority to reject insurance rates based on the
prices providers charge.

Such a plan has influential allies, including Murray, the state Senate president, who is urging fellow
lawmakers to adopt the global payments plan this year.

“We’ve seen how patients in these integrated care organizations are much healthier and happier. . . . It
has been a godsend,” said Brian Rosman, research director of a group called Health Care for All that is
part of a new coalition pushing for the governor’s proposal.

Skeptics urge caution. House Majority Leader Ronald Mariano (D) says the state “ought to take more
time. You turn the system upside down, you don’t educate people sufficiently, you are going to have a
repeat of what we had in the ’90s with the [backlash against] HMOs.”

And Alice Coombs, president of the Massachusetts Medical Society, is especially concerned about
physicians who work alone or in small groups, older physicians who might choose to retire rather than
switch or new doctors who might leave for other states.

Among the biggest unresolved questions — for critics and supporters alike — is what the government
would do if the shift to global payments and integrated care did not reach the goals by 2015. Patrick is
admittedly vague on the question. “Yes, there should be accountabilities,” he said. “I am not persuaded
that the market is going to get this right all by itself.”

But he said, “I don’t want to pre-suppose” the precise power the state should have to force changes.
The bill we filed,” the governor said, “is to provoke a debate, not to conclude it.”

goldsteina@washpost.com

© 2011 The Washington Post Company

Deborah Hohlt

202-624-1474 (office)

202-  (cell)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: thoughts
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:21:00 AM

Right well the House is jazzed about McDaniels’ plan so you might want to talk to them about it.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:21 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: thoughts
 
Mcdaniels pension stuff is just screwy and doesn't really fix anything.

Gov is on the calendar for the hoiuse retreat. As glenn pointed out to a senator - tell me how you
come out against roads and bridges. They juist need to suck it up and find the money.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 09:11 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: thoughts 
 
I had breakfast with Estus and Nate this morning and just wanted to share some thoughts:
 

-          Their offices – or at least their press secretaries -- don’t understand why we need to know
about the health insurance exchange soon or what the possible “decisions” facing the
governor are. It might be helpful, if we do want to share this info, to say: here are the
governor’s options, here are the dates she would have to make these decisions by, and
here’s why.

-          Estus says the gov’s transportation plan is going to be a big topic at the House retreat. If the
governor is not going, or even if she is, it might be a good idea to try to get Ridley in there to
present some info on it. We can also take the bullet points, press release, talkers etc

-          On pension reform, was it McDaniels’ plan that you all were not sold on? If so, you may
want to talk to House staff. It seems like that’s going to be an agenda item for Steele and
McDaniels is going to run point on it.  

 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: thoughts
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:31:00 AM

Why have I already gotten two hostile emails about this. if we’re not going to work with these
people lets cancel all the weekly meetings
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:26 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: thoughts
 
We cannot stand up an exchange over night especially without having a way to pay for it. We have
sat through a thousand meetings with the speaker, pro tem and their staff about this over the last
year. If they still do not understand I think we need to assume they will do nothing and governor can
make her decision based on that.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 09:11 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: thoughts 
 
I had breakfast with Estus and Nate this morning and just wanted to share some thoughts:
 

-          Their offices – or at least their press secretaries -- don’t understand why we need to know
about the health insurance exchange soon or what the possible “decisions” facing the
governor are. It might be helpful, if we do want to share this info, to say: here are the
governor’s options, here are the dates she would have to make these decisions by, and
here’s why.

-          Estus says the gov’s transportation plan is going to be a big topic at the House retreat. If the
governor is not going, or even if she is, it might be a good idea to try to get Ridley in there to
present some info on it. We can also take the bullet points, press release, talkers etc

-          On pension reform, was it McDaniels’ plan that you all were not sold on? If so, you may
want to talk to House staff. It seems like that’s going to be an agenda item for Steele and
McDaniels is going to run point on it.  

 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Shawn Ashley
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:00:00 PM

Doing a joint release (same format as the early innovator grant).  Need a quote from you:  I guess
focusing on how this is good for consumers, will keep Obamacare exchange from being
implemented in Oklahoma.
 
Also, we’d like the commissioner to be at the press conference tomorrow.  1 pm, Blue Room at the
Capitol.  We usually gather about 10-15 minutes before in our office to go over things one last time.
 
 
 

From: Shawn Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 3:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Thursday press conference
 
Any suggestions, idea on what you will need from me?
 
 
Shawn
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Shawn Ashley
Cc: Mike Thompson
Subject: Re: Thursday press conference
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:44:45 PM

That works. Thanks.

 
From: Shawn Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 05:33 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Mike Thompson 
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference 
 
Thanks……Ours will be a return since the previous administration accepted the money, but we have
not done anything with it…….We will use the precise name and purpose of the grant we have in
anything we say…..
 
For clarification, for the press release you only want comments regarding the new legislative
language (the Network) and nothing concerning the grant(s)
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:23 PM
To: Shawn Ashley
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
 
Shawn,
 
We are going to say we’re “not accepting” the $54 million early innovator grant.
 
The commissioner can make his announcement too, we just ask that he be specific on the name of
the grant to avoid any confusion.  Thanks.
 

From: Shawn Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:26 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
 
The Commissioner would like to announce at this event that we are returning a $1 million grant that
the previous administration accepted………..
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Shawn Ashley
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
 
Doing a joint release (same format as the early innovator grant).  Need a quote from you:  I guess
focusing on how this is good for consumers, will keep Obamacare exchange from being
implemented in Oklahoma.
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Also, we’d like the commissioner to be at the press conference tomorrow.  1 pm, Blue Room at the
Capitol.  We usually gather about 10-15 minutes before in our office to go over things one last time.
 
 
 

From: Shawn Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 3:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Thursday press conference
 
Any suggestions, idea on what you will need from me?
 
 
Shawn
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Shawn Ashley
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:22:00 PM

Shawn,
 
We are going to say we’re “not accepting” the $54 million early innovator grant.
 
The commissioner can make his announcement too, we just ask that he be specific on the name of
the grant to avoid any confusion.  Thanks.
 

From: Shawn Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:26 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
 
The Commissioner would like to announce at this event that we are returning a $1 million grant that
the previous administration accepted………..
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Shawn Ashley
Subject: RE: Thursday press conference
 
Doing a joint release (same format as the early innovator grant).  Need a quote from you:  I guess
focusing on how this is good for consumers, will keep Obamacare exchange from being
implemented in Oklahoma.
 
Also, we’d like the commissioner to be at the press conference tomorrow.  1 pm, Blue Room at the
Capitol.  We usually gather about 10-15 minutes before in our office to go over things one last time.
 
 
 

From: Shawn Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 3:58 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Thursday press conference
 
Any suggestions, idea on what you will need from me?
 
 
Shawn
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kate Pickert
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: TIME mag inquiry
Date: Monday, April 18, 2011 2:09:00 PM

I will check her availability.  Tomorrow's schedule is busy with ceremonies for the OKC bombing
anniversary.

If she can't talk, could we answer questions via e-mail?

Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Kate Pickert [mailto:kate_pickert@timemagazine.com]
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2011 1:56 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: TIME mag inquiry

Hi Aaron,

Thanks for getting back to me via phone last Friday. Sorry that I missed
your call and even more sorry to hear that tornadoes are keeping you so
busy.

I called because I'm writing a story this week about Oklahoma's decision to
return its Early Innovator exchange grant. I cover health policy and I'm up
to speed on the basic details and have a copy of the OK grant application.
Would the governor be able to free up 10-15 mins sometime tomorrow to chat
about some more specific questions regarding her decision?

Thanks in advance for your prompt reply.

Best,
Kate Pickert, 212-522-3731

-----------------------------
Kate Pickert
Staff Writer
TIME Magazine & Time.com
Time & Life Building
1271 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
212-522-3731
On Twitter: @kpickert
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: tomorrow
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 5:03:26 PM

Yeah, I can staff in tulsa.

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 04:22 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: tomorrow 
 
What are you doing tomorrow night? I just got tasked with a whole lot of stuff re: health insurance
exchange. I probably need to be here knocking stuff out on the computer. Can you staff the boss in
Tulsa?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow"s health care release
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:55:00 AM

Hey guys – were you waiting on me to send OK stats or did you contact someone else in our office or
in state government?
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 12:19 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson
Subject: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Good afternoon –
 
I wanted to share with you a draft release that the RGA will send out tomorrow, when the Supreme
Court focuses on the Medicaid portions of the health care law. The draft below is still missing a
number of states’ stats, but we expect most every state to send us their numbers by COB today.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 202-
 
 

DRAFT
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from X states highlighting the
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costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
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Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 
Arizona, Gov Brewer
Pending
 
Florida, Gov Scott
Pending
 

Georgia
 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
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Indiana, Gov Daniels
Pending
 

Iowa
 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.
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Louisiana

 
Pending
 

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.
 
Michigan, Gov Snyder
Will not be responding or providing any information
 

Mississippi
 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 
Nevada, Gov Sandoval
Pending
 
New Jersey, Gov Christie
Pending
 

New Mexico
 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 
North Dakota, Gov Dalrymple
 
Ohio, Gov Kasich
Pending
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Oklahoma, Gov Fallin
Pending
 
Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett
Pending
 

South Carolina
 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

Paragraph information has not changed
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
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Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 
Utah, Gov Herbert
Pending
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”
 
Wisconsin, Gov Walker
Pending
 

Wyoming
 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
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Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.

 
-30-

 
Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow"s health care release
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:02:00 AM

Thanks. yes, Katie is working on it. sorry for the confusion
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf; Alex Weintz
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
P.S. Katie is our contact, so looks like she’s already fully looped in.
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:58 AM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Our policy folks had been working with someone in your policy shop on this. I’ll find out who.
 
It’s my understanding that it’s difficult for you to compile the data because of the way things are
administered there, but that you will be sending us something shortly.
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:56 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Hey guys – were you waiting on me to send OK stats or did you contact someone else in our office or
in state government?
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 12:19 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson
Subject: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Good afternoon –
 
I wanted to share with you a draft release that the RGA will send out tomorrow, when the Supreme
Court focuses on the Medicaid portions of the health care law. The draft below is still missing a
number of states’ stats, but we expect most every state to send us their numbers by COB today.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
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Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 202-
 
 

DRAFT
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from X states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
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is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 
Arizona, Gov Brewer
Pending
 
Florida, Gov Scott
Pending
 

Georgia
 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
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estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 
Indiana, Gov Daniels
Pending
 

Iowa
 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
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vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.
 

Louisiana
 

Pending
 

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.
 
Michigan, Gov Snyder
Will not be responding or providing any information
 

Mississippi
 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
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Nebraska

 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 
Nevada, Gov Sandoval
Pending
 
New Jersey, Gov Christie
Pending
 

New Mexico
 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 
North Dakota, Gov Dalrymple
 
Ohio, Gov Kasich
Pending
 
Oklahoma, Gov Fallin
Pending
 
Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett
Pending
 

South Carolina
 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

Paragraph information has not changed
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
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just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 
Utah, Gov Herbert
Pending
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”
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Wisconsin, Gov Walker
Pending
 

Wyoming
 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: topics for Heritage conference
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:03:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I sent them those topics this AM.  Their response for other questions.  I’ll work on some

responses:

 

 

You come from a family that has a history of public service. Your parents both served
as mayor of Tecumseh. How did that shape your experience?
 
While some states were considering tax increases, Oklahoma cut its income tax. What
has that done for economic growth in your state?
 
You're known as a trailblazer in Oklahoma as the state's first female governor. What
do you make of the "war on women" that liberals have trumpeted in recent weeks?
 
How would Oklahoma benefit from the Keystone XL pipeline? And what steps, if
any, can you take in the absence of federal approval?

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 2:50 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: topics for Heritage conference
 
Topics you can pass on right now:
 
ObamaCare: the cost to the states, what Oklahoma has done to push back against the law, state-
based solutions to health care problems
Energy: How federal obstructionism has hurt the energy industry. Specifically the delay of the
Keystone pipeline, EPA overreach
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 9:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: topics for Heritage conference
 
I haven’t heard back from anyone.  Can you bring up in staff meeting today?

 

Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: topics for Heritage conference
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The title for next weekend’s panel is “How the states can limit the federal leviathan.”
 
It will be an informal, Q&A discussion led by Dr. Feulner, Heritage president.  There also
will be audience Q&A.
 
Feulner’s office wants us to suggest some topics and/or 5-6 questions to help guide the
discussion in a direction we want to go.
 
What are some suggestions to send to Heritage?  Thanks.
 

·         Obamacare vs. state-based health care solutions
·         Give states flexibility to administer programs (Medicaid block grants)
·         Pushback against EPA regulation (air pollution lawsuit, the dust rule)

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: topics for Heritage conference
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 2:49:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Topics you can pass on right now:
 
ObamaCare: the cost to the states, what Oklahoma has done to push back against the law, state-
based solutions to health care problems
Energy: How federal obstructionism has hurt the energy industry. Specifically the delay of the
Keystone pipeline, EPA overreach
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 9:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: topics for Heritage conference
 
I haven’t heard back from anyone.  Can you bring up in staff meeting today?

 

Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: topics for Heritage conference
 
The title for next weekend’s panel is “How the states can limit the federal leviathan.”
 
It will be an informal, Q&A discussion led by Dr. Feulner, Heritage president.  There also
will be audience Q&A.
 
Feulner’s office wants us to suggest some topics and/or 5-6 questions to help guide the
discussion in a direction we want to go.
 
What are some suggestions to send to Heritage?  Thanks.
 

·         Obamacare vs. state-based health care solutions
·         Give states flexibility to administer programs (Medicaid block grants)
·         Pushback against EPA regulation (air pollution lawsuit, the dust rule)

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: topics for Heritage conference
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:09:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Great thanks
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:04 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: topics for Heritage conference
 
I sent them those topics this AM.  Their response for other questions.  I’ll work on some

responses:

 

 

You come from a family that has a history of public service. Your parents both served
as mayor of Tecumseh. How did that shape your experience?
 
While some states were considering tax increases, Oklahoma cut its income tax. What
has that done for economic growth in your state?
 
You're known as a trailblazer in Oklahoma as the state's first female governor. What
do you make of the "war on women" that liberals have trumpeted in recent weeks?
 
How would Oklahoma benefit from the Keystone XL pipeline? And what steps, if
any, can you take in the absence of federal approval?

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 2:50 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: topics for Heritage conference
 
Topics you can pass on right now:
 
ObamaCare: the cost to the states, what Oklahoma has done to push back against the law, state-
based solutions to health care problems
Energy: How federal obstructionism has hurt the energy industry. Specifically the delay of the
Keystone pipeline, EPA overreach
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 9:16 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: topics for Heritage conference
 
I haven’t heard back from anyone.  Can you bring up in staff meeting today?
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Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: topics for Heritage conference
 
The title for next weekend’s panel is “How the states can limit the federal leviathan.”
 
It will be an informal, Q&A discussion led by Dr. Feulner, Heritage president.  There also
will be audience Q&A.
 
Feulner’s office wants us to suggest some topics and/or 5-6 questions to help guide the
discussion in a direction we want to go.
 
What are some suggestions to send to Heritage?  Thanks.
 

·         Obamacare vs. state-based health care solutions
·         Give states flexibility to administer programs (Medicaid block grants)
·         Pushback against EPA regulation (air pollution lawsuit, the dust rule)

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: Treat
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 2:58:15 PM

Want me to come with?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Treat 
 
Sen Treat has summoned me to his office with a note indicating he doesn’t like my comment in the
TW about every vote against our bill being a vote to sit on your hands and wait for ObamaCare to be
implemented. I am going up to talk to him and wanted you guys to know
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Jacque Hensley
Subject: RE: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 2:40:00 PM

Thank you.  Have a great Thanksgiving.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jacque Hensley
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 2:05 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Steve Mullins; Jeffrey Cartmell
Subject: FW: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA

Hello all, I wanted to talk with Sally first before I forwarded this e-mail to you. I just got off of the
phone with her and she was fine with me forwarding the info to you. Look it over and we can discuss it
next week. Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Jacque Secondine Hensley
Native American Liaison
Office of Governor Fallin
440 South Houston, Suite, 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma  74127
Jacque.Hensley@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Carter, Sally [mailto:SallyC@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 10:09 AM
To: Jacque Hensley
Subject: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA

Hello Jacque:

As requested by phone yesterday, Oklahoma tribal nations want to provide meaningful input into any
decisions that are made in Oklahoma regarding the ACA, especially because they are directly impacted
by the outcome of decisions made.

They are wanting a Medicaid waiver to be more inclusive of their people.

Tribes and Tribal Organizations have expressed that they should be engaged to resolve issues related to
the following topics:

Any decisions made regarding health insurance exchanges.

Network Adequacy – requiring all QHPs to offer contracts to all I/T/U providers with an Indian
Addendum.

Essential Health Benefits –reviewing the scope and duration of services and providers covered, and
offering pediatric oral and vision services in the QHP versus a separate plan.

Eligibility – identification of individuals who are eligible for special protections and provisions as AI/AN in
the eligibility process and at the provider level to assure that deductibles and co-pays are waived.
Utilization of existing databases or development of new databases to expedite eligibility determinations.
Identifying how additional documentation will be requested and reviewed and eligibility determinations
will be made when individuals are not included in approved data systems.

Enrollment – enrollment processes must accommodate not only special provision for AI/AN in Exchanges
(monthly enrollment, waiver of cost sharing, exclusion of certain sources of income), but also in
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Medicaid, Medicaid Expansion, Child Health Insurance Programs, and Basic Health Plans, if there are any
in the State.

Enrollment Assistance - carve outs for navigator contracts for the I/T/Us and other enrollment assistance
funding, such as Medicaid Administrative Match (MAM).

Tribal Sponsorship – allow aggregate payment of premiums and other policies to encourage Tribal
sponsorship of individuals to enroll in Exchange plans.

Outreach and Education – provide outreach and education that is culturally appropriate and assures that
AI/AN know which QHPs have I/T/U providers in their networks and informs them of the special
protections and provisions for AI/AN.

Call Centers – decide whether it is most appropriate to have an Indian desk to handle questions and
resolve problems regarding AI/AN and I/T/Us, or whether everyone who works at a call center should
receive training about Tribes in the State, the Indian health care delivery system and special provisions
in the law, regulations and systems for AI/AN.

Website – ensure that the design of the website includes information specific to AI/AN and the I/T/U
and is easy to access by consumers, as well as those assisting with enrollment.

Waiver of Penalties for AI/AN without Insurance -- develop the system to assure that individuals are not
penalized and to communicate who is covered by this provision in the law.

Enforcement of Section 206 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) -- assure that the
I/T/U is paid in a sufficient and timely way for services delivered to individuals who are enrolled in QHPs
if the I/T/U is not a network provider.

Reimbursements for Waived Cost Sharing --process to assure that the I/T/U receives payment for the
co-pays and deductibles that are waived for AI/AN.

Referrals through Contract Health Services (CHS) --rules and processes to assure that AI/AN who are
enrolled in a QHP and referred through an I/T/U CHS program are not charged a co-pay or deductible
for services they receive outside the I/T/U.

Let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

Best Regards, Sally

OSDH Tribal Liaison
Sally Carter, MSW, LCSW
Tribal Liaison
Oklahoma State Department of Health
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Tulsa health insurance exchange mtg
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 12:26:40 PM

Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Tulsa health insurance exchange mtg

It has been cancelled/postponed.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Tulsa health insurance exchange mtg

Do you know of that mtg is still on for Friday? GMF thinks you told her it had been cancelled.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Tulsa World editorials
Date: Monday, August 22, 2011 11:41:00 AM

 

Taking a punch 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, July 11, 2011

7/11/2011 3:13:22 AM

Oklahoma's school districts are learning how to take a punch. But this time they are not doing it lying down. For the second

year, districts might have to pay a greater share of employee health-care benefits. This comes on top of a 4.1 percent

reduction in state funding districts already were promised by the Legislature. 

About 200 districts are petitioning to prevent having to pick up any more of the tab for teacher and staff health-care costs. 

Lloyd Snow, superintendent of the Sand Springs Public Schools, is but one of many school leaders who see the latest

threat as another attack on public education. 

"If  this is allowed to stand, which I think is a clear violation of standing law, then we're going to take a hit again," he said. 

There is hope, however, that the school districts might not have to pay additional costs, which could lead to more layoffs

and belt-tightening. 

State Superintendent Janet Barresi claims that the health benefits are fully funded. In June, Barresi told the state Board of

Education that while health benefits for teachers and staff appeared to be about $33 million less than needed, the program

is fully funded. 

She explained that the state was moving from a 14-month accounting system to a 12-month system that would realize

savings in this year's budget to compensate for cuts made to the state's activities budget. 

Snow isn't buying it, saying the accounting is a "smoke-and-mirrors trick." 

School districts will find out soon enough the reality of the situation. Schools districts are waiting to learn what their funding

will be for the 2012 fiscal year, which started July 1. 

Exactly how much they will be cut and an itemization of specific allocations to each district will be ready later in July or

early August. 

Meanwhile, school districts are bracing for another roundhouse punch.

 

 

 

Early learning target of latest round for Race to the Top funding 

by: JIM MYERS World Washington Bureau

Friday, July 01, 2011

7/1/2011 6:03:22 AM

WASHINGTON - The Obama administration released a draft proposal Thursday on a new $500 million Race to the Top

competition and asked for public input for final criteria on early learning programs. 

Oklahoma, which failed to win funding from earlier Race to the Top rounds, is credited with a strong reputation on early

learning, a record that could boost its chances this time out. 

Gov. Mary Fallin and state Superintendent Janet Barresi are expected to review final criteria for the next round before

deciding whether to enter. 

Based on its population, Oklahoma could compete for as much as $60 million. 
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"Today we are really announcing something historic,''  Roberto Rodriguez, special assistant to the president on education,

said during a conference call with reporters. 

According to Rodriguez, the administration believes that its previous Race to the Top rounds unleashed education reforms

across the country. He said the next round can have the same kind of impact on early learning programs. 

Jointly released by the departments of Education and Health and Human Services, the draft proposal outlines

requirements, priorities, selection criteria and definitions for the program designed to improve the quality of early childhood

programs and close the kindergarten readiness gap for high-need children. 

Jacqueline Jones, senior adviser at the U.S. Department of Education, said the program is to make sure children enter

kindergarten ready to succeed. Too many are already behind when they enter kindergarten, he said, adding existing early

learning programs vary too much. 

When announcing the latest round in May, Education Secretary Arne Duncan, who will make the final decision on the

winners of the grants, said once again the bar will be high, and states will be expected to be bold. 

Final applications are expected to be available in late summer with grants awarded by Dec. 31. 

 

 

 

TPS superintendent 'appalled' by school funding idea  

by: RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer

Saturday, July 16, 2011

7/16/2011 7:35:31 AM

Tulsa Public Schools Superintendent Keith Ballard said Friday that he is "appalled" by what House Speaker Kris Steele's

spokesman says is a "kindly" suggestion that districts use instructional funds to make up for $34 million the State Board of

Education failed to provide for employee benefits. 

"We're not going to take instructional money ... to pay the state's obligation," Ballard said. 

Noting that a $219 million deposit was made into the state's constitutional reserve, or "rainy day" fund, just a few days ago,

Ballard said: "Let them file a supplemental (appropriations bill) and pay for it. They have the money. I don't even know why

we're having this discussion." 

Steele's office issued a statement Friday afternoon that reaffirmed that local districts could pay health-insurance premiums

from their share of $33 million freed up by a decision to ease mandatory textbook update requirements. 

"If  deemed necessary, school administrators should take advantage of this funding option to pay teacher benefits so our

educators can continue directing their energy to educating," Steele said. 

Steele's spokesman, John Estus, said the speaker "is kindly pointing out an option local school boards have, no more, no

less. He is not passing judgment on any decision anyone else has made, nor is he endorsing any specific course of action.

"The speaker is simply reiterating previous disclosures that this money is available," Estus said. "There is nothing more to

read into it than that. It is up to local school boards to decide how to best use this money." 

Damon Gardenhire, a spokesman for state Superintendent Janet Barresi, said Steele appeared to be reinforcing Barresi's

position on the matter. 

Jeff Mills, executive director of the Oklahoma State School Boards Association, said the state is statutorily required to fund

teacher benefits. 

"We do not believe this is fully funding the Flexible Benefit Allowance," Mills said. 

"Fully funding the FBA is a legislative obligation by statute. Taking additional money away from schools is not a solution." 

The controversy arose earlier this month after it was discovered the budget submitted by Barresi and narrowly approved by

the Board of Education did not account for the July and August 2012 insurance payments. 
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Barresi said she changed the benefit  budgeting to give districts more flexibility, but school financial officers said the

change runs contrary to standard accounting practices. 

At least one school district, Sand Springs, is contemplating a lawsuit over the matter. 

Mills said the money Steele suggests using has already been diverted from its original purpose. 

"That money is dedicated to textbooks," he said. "In some cases it is being used to pay teacher salaries right now. It is

money schools are relying upon." 

 

Tulsa area schools cutting teachers as state funds keep evaporating 

by: KIM ARCHER World Staff Writer

Wednesday, July 13, 2011

7/13/2011 7:22:09 AM

Tulsa-area school districts are facing larger class sizes and fewer teachers this fall  as state funding is slashed and federal

stimulus dollars dwindle. 

Congress provided about $100 billion in stimulus funding for U.S. education the past two years to offset the effects of

declining state coffers. The funding expires in September. 

Oklahoma will cut another 4.1 percent from the common education budget in fiscal year 2012. But there will be no extra

federal dollars to fill those budget holes. 

Now, many school districts across the country are facing what many are calling a "massive fiscal cliff." 

"We are down to the bare bones," said Nancy McKay, chief financial officer for Jenks Public Schools. 

State data show Oklahoma received about $307 million in stimulus money, which helped fill school district funding gaps

that were left after consecutive yearly cuts to the state education budget. 

Last year, Union district lost 90 teaching positions and anticipates losing at least 90 more this coming school year because

of state budget cuts. Those losses would have been much worse if not for stimulus money, said Debra Jacoby, chief

financial officer for Union Public Schools. 

"We still had statewide cuts. We still cut positions. We just didn't cut as many," she said. The district is losing more than $5

million in stimulus money for this coming school year. 

Jenks cut an additional $2 million from its fiscal 2012 budget in anticipation of the loss of $3.5 million in stimulus funding,

McKay said. 

"As we navigated through this turbulent budget crisis over the past 2 1/2 years, our state aid has been cut by $6 million.

And so we have cut $6 million to address those revenue reductions," she said. 

That includes eliminating 20 certified teaching positions and 28 support staff for this fall. Class sizes will swell as a result. 

"Unfortunately, that is the outcome forced upon us by the state of Oklahoma. It's not a good thing," McKay said. 

The district has introduced numerous cost-saving measures, from freezing travel to hiring a third-party janitorial service in

place of its 39-member janitorial staff. That last move saved the district $1.4 million, she said. 

"We have really cleaned house. There's nothing left to cut but people," McKay said. 

The dire financial situation is exacerbated by the state's delay in providing districts information about their state aid

allocations. 

Usually the state provides the information to districts in early July, but the state has told both Jacoby and McKay it could be

August before they know what funding they have for specific categories. 

"We're in the dark right now on how many dollars will be cut from our state funding," Jacoby said. 
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State funds make up half of Union's yearly budget. 

"I'm trying to be as understanding as I can, but there are students who need to know that they have a teacher. And those

teachers need to be getting their classes ready for the beginning of school, and they need to be developing their lesson

plans," Jacoby said. 

She said administrators can't make those decisions until administrators learn what kind of state allocation the district will

receive. 

McKay said she believes the reason for the delay is the "changing of the guard" at the state Education Department. Janet

Barresi was elected last year as state superintendent of public instruction. 

"You can tell  that she's very green. She does not understand how timing is everything for those 500 and some schools out

here in Oklahoma who are trying to craft a budget," McKay said. "It's just a shot in the dark for us. It is not a professional

or a good way to do business." 

The loss of stimulus funds also will force Tulsa Public Schools to cut 65 of 140 special education staff positions and

eliminate $1.3 million for student counseling services provided by mental health agencies. 

Last year, TPS reduced its teaching force by 225 positions due to state budget cuts. 

"We used stimulus money to fill in holes left by state budget cuts. Then we had more state budget cuts. This is the result,"

TPS Superintendent Keith Ballard said recently. "These are very necessary services for kids, but the Oklahoma Legislature

is determined to have smaller government. This is what smaller government looks like." 

 

 

 

 

State's college freshman enrollment on rise 

by: SARA PLUMMER World Staff Writer

Sunday, August 21, 2011

8/21/2011 8:51:31 AM

Freshman classes are reaching record numbers at universities in the state, including the largest freshman class of 4,000

students at the University of Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma State University isn't far behind with 3,900 freshmen enrolled as of Friday. 

"Trends have been pointing to a really big freshman class," OSU President Burns Hargis said. "OSU and OU are

tremendous values for the money." 

Matt Hamilton, OU vice president for enrollment and student financial services and registrar, said cost, scholarship

offerings, degree programs and recruitment have all  contributed to OU having the largest freshman class in state history. 

"Many factors have contributed to a robust enrollment this year," Hamilton said. "We have become a destination for many

of the best and brightest students from Oklahoma and across the country due to opportunities offered through the Honors

College, our study abroad programs and our diverse major offerings." 

Other universities are also seeing a rise in freshmen enrollment. 

Rogers State University has its largest freshmen class this fall  with 881 enrolled as of Friday, an increase of almost 100

students from last fall's freshmen enrollment. The figure reflects the university's overall evolution, said Jimmy Hart, interim

director of public relations at RSU. 

Oral Roberts University has seen an 8 percent increase in freshmen enrollment this fall  compared to last fall, said Jeremy

Burton, ORU public relations director. 

At OSU, freshman enrollment has increased 27 percent over the last three years, Hargis said, noting the economy may not

have played as big a role in the growing enrollment numbers as have the improvements at OSU 
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"All the excitement around the university, the fundraising and the athletics," he said, "(and) programs exclusive to us, like

hotel and restaurant management and agriculture." 

Previously, OU's largest freshman class was 3,865 and OSU's was 3,927, a number the schools could surpass once

enrollments are finalized this week. 

With the growing number of freshmen, university officials aren't worrying about the logistics of dorms, classroom space and

course offerings yet. 

"We see this trend continuing," Hargis said. "We'll look at ways to expand housing. Classrooms become an issue, faculty

becomes an issue. It's a good problem to have. Our state needs more college graduates." 

Hamilton said while it's impossible to speculate on what can happen in the future, he expects OU to continue to see high

enrollment numbers. 

"Early in this admission cycle, it appeared we would have robust enrollment, so OU administrators, faculty and staff have

been planning for some time to ensure that we could meet the needs of a larger freshman class," he said. "We believe we

are prepared to provide the best experience possible for this outstanding new class of students." 

Both OU and OSU are boasting about not only the number of incoming freshmen but the academic quality of the class as

well.  

At OU, this fall's freshman class includes 207 national merit scholars, 300 state regents scholars and 510 students who

had a 4.0 GPA in high school. 

Hargis said this freshman class is one of the most diverse, with 25 percent being minority students. It's also academically

impressive with 550 incoming students with a 4.0 GPA in high school and 1,121 freshmen scoring a 27 or higher on the

ACT. 

 

 

Top educator urges tougher focus on basic math, science 

by: KIM ARCHER World Staff Writer

Thursday, August 18, 2011

8/18/2011 4:29:08 AM

Oklahoma must work harder to ensure students are capable in math and science upon high school graduation, state

Superintendent Janet Barresi said. 

"When you look at the skills Oklahoma's kids need for the 21st century, we know the bull's-eye is in the area of science

and in mathematics," she said. "Clearly, as a state, we have our work ahead of us." 

Barresi expressed her concerns Thursday following the previous day's release of ACT college entrance exam scores. 

In the state-specific report, ACT college readiness benchmarks revealed only 35 percent of Oklahoma students met the

math benchmarks and only 25 percent met science benchmarks. National averages were 45 percent and 30 percent,

respectively. 

The benchmarks are considered predictors of a student having a 50 percent chance of earning a B or a 75 percent chance

of getting a C in credit-bearing, first-year college courses. 

"The most important thing we can do for Oklahoma children is to assure that an effective teacher is in every single

classroom," Barresi said. 

In addition, there should be a more rigorous curriculum that teaches critical thinking skills and teachers should be better

prepared in higher education institutions, she said. 

"It  is not about producing a bunch of scientists and mathematicians," Barresi said. "If  you really think about it, technology,

science, mathematics and engineering is in every profession." 

As an example, she noted she was in Adair County Wednesday, the home of a Bama Pie plant. She was told the difficulty

in filling jobs there is finding people proficient in technology since it is a robotic factory. 
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Oklahoma ACT test-takers who expressed an interest in a science-related career "actually scored the worst in science and

math than those kids who expressed an interest in other career areas like education, business and service industries,"

Barresi said. 

"It  goes to the point of making sure that every student understands the relevance behind what they're doing and how that

relates to career choice," she said. "When they understand the relevance, the rigor follows." 

 

 

 

ACT scores show rise in readiness 

by: ANDREA EGER World Staff Writer

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

8/17/2011 4:19:10 PM

Read the full report on Oklahoma’s 2011 ACT results.

Just-released results of the 2011 ACT college entrance exam reveal that the percentage of

Oklahoma test-takers who demonstrated college readiness in all four core subjects rose 2

percent since 2010 to 20 percent. 

Nationally, that figure improved for the third year in a row, from 24 percent to 25 percent. 

"American students are making incremental progress toward being ready to complete college-level work, but there's still

significant work to be done," said U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. "In today's knowledge-based economy,

American children are competing with the rest of the world for jobs, and our country's long-term economic security is

directly tied to the quality of its public education. These ACT results are another sign that states need to raise their

academic standards and commit to education reforms that accelerate student achievement." 

ACT's College Readiness Benchmarks are considered to be predictors of a student having a 50 percent chance of

obtaining a B or a 75 percent chance of obtaining a C in credit-bearing, first-year college courses, including English

composition, algebra, biology, and an introductory social science. 

Although only 20 percent of all  Oklahoma ACT-takers met the benchmarks in all  four subjects, they beat the national

average for meeting the English benchmarks with 67 percent doing so, compared with 66 percent nationally, and matched

the 52 percent national average in meeting reading benchmarks. 

By comparison, only 35 percent of Oklahoma students met the math benchmarks and only 25 percent met science

benchmarks, compared with the national averages of 45 percent and 30 percent, respectively. 

Both the state and national composite scores have remained fairly static over the past five years. This year, Oklahoma's

average composite ACT score, which is based on the mean scores in English, math, reading and science, remained 20.7

for a second year in a row, slightly below the national average of 21.1. 

According to ACT's 2011 Condition of College and Career Readiness, this year's pool of tested graduates is the largest

and most racially diverse in the 52-year history of the college entrance exam. More than 1.62 million 2011 graduates - 49

percent of the entire U.S. graduating class - took the ACT, an all-time record number for the seventh year in a row. 

Oklahoma has contributed to that national increase in ACT test-takers, with the state's total increasing 7.1 percent since

2007. In 2011, 28,223 - or 76 percent - of Oklahoma high school graduates took the exam.

Oklahoma's ACT performance

Average scores

Subject Oklahoma National
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English 20.5 20.6

Math 19.9 21.1

Reading 21.3 21.3

Science 20.6 20.9

Composite 20.7 21.1

·   Percent of graduates tested 76 49

·   Percentage of students meeting all  four benchmarks for college readiness20 25

 

Source: ACT

Comparison of high schools' ACT average composite scores

Bixby 22.0 

Broken Arrow 22.0 

Jenks 23.9 

Owasso 22.1 

Sand Springs 21.2 

Union 21.9 

Tulsa Public Schools 

Central 16.4 

Dove Science Academy 20.1 

East Central 17.6 

Edison 22.0 

Hale 17.2 

McLain N/A 

Memorial 18.9 

Rogers N/A 

B. T. Washington 23.1 

Webster 17.4 

Tulsa School of Arts and Sciences 22.3 

Oklahoma average 20.7 

National average 21.1 

Source: School districts 

 

Online schooling seeing explosive growth in Oklahoma 

by: ANDREA EGER World Staff Writer

Monday, August 15, 2011
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8/15/2011 11:47:29 AM

From promotional radio and TV commercials and direct mailings aimed at parents to

newspaper headline-making controversy and explosive enrollment growth, "virtual schools"

and "virtual students" are this back-to-school season's buzz words. 

A Tulsa World analysis of state records shows that the number of Oklahoma public school students doing schoolwork

through computer-based programs has increased nearly 400 percent over the last three years. 

The state's most recent official count of virtual students for 2010-11 was 5,429. That's about the combined student

population of Tulsa Hale, Jenks and Broken Arrow high schools. 

"Everyone is trying to get their arms around the scope of what's being offered and how fast it's moving," said Damon

Gardenhire, communications director for the Oklahoma State Department of Education. "While this is something we think

education as a whole should embrace, like anything else, it is something we should be taking a close look at in terms of

quality and consistency. 

"There is a lot of excitement and also a desire to ensure that we're doing all  the right things." 

While the programs are offered at no cost to students, most are operated by for-profit companies that contract with public

school districts. 

White Oak, an unincorporated community between Chelsea and Vinita, boasts the most virtual students in part because of

its early foray into online education as well as its partnership with K12, a Virginia-based company that invests in radio,

television, online and direct-mail advertising. 

K12 offers virtual programs in more than half of the U.S., and most are named for the state they serve. So when you see a

commercial seeking out students for the "Oklahoma Virtual Academy," they are actually seeking out kids in grades 1-8 to

transfer into the White Oak district and kids in grades 9-12 to transfer into Wynona Public Schools, the company's virtual

high school partner. 

Those districts keep 5 percent of the state funding for virtual students and send the rest to K12. 

The arrangement is similar for Oklahoma's first virtual charter school, Epic One on One, which is preparing to open its

inaugural academic year in early September. 

Graham Public Schools, the small Okfuskee County school district that sponsors Epic, gets to keep 5 percent of state funds

as an "administrative fee," but the rest will be overseen by the charter school's independent governing board. 

Questions and concerns about profit-driven motives and accountability for public dollars are the most commonly raised

ones by leaders of school districts losing students to other schools' virtual programs. 

Rick Mansheim, who is employed by K12 as head of school for Oklahoma Virtual Academy, said the company is actually

losing money on the venture right now. 

"There is no management fee for K12 in Oklahoma because there isn't enough funding in Oklahoma to make that work,"

he said. "The money basically all  stays in Oklahoma in the form of salaries and curriculum materials, and K12 actually

contributes some money. We do believe that at some point there is a future here. We believe in what we do. We view it as

an investment in school choice." 

Mansheim is also frank when asked about reports of high turnover rates among virtual students. 

For example, the state Department of Education had White Oak's official virtual student count at 973 for 2010-11. Those

official numbers were used to determine state funding, but Mansheim said they ended the school year with only 837

students on the rolls. 

"That's really the norm with online," Mansheim said. "The students sign up for it, they get into it and find out it's not as easy

as they thought. We end up losing a lot of students just because of the rigor of the program. Also, there is a lot more

involved for the parent or learning coach. We also lose a lot during state testing." 

Dusty Chancey, superintendent of Graham Public Schools, Epic One on One's sponsor, readily admits to having concerns

that online learning is simply "not for some kids." 

"Most kids can text, but not all  of them can learn the core curriculum in the virtual classroom," he said. "They need the
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personal interaction. A lot of these students need the opportunity to try this mode of education but soon decide it's not for

them." 

He said he thinks one way to address concerns about the accountability of public funds would be to check virtual student

enrollment or attendance quarterly instead of just twice a year. 

"We have also taken the initiative and decided to drop students (from the rolls) ourselves after 16 days of no activity on the

Internet," he said. "You could sit there and let them run the whole 180 days, but that's not ethical." 

Epic, which had billed itself as a strictly online program, caused red flags to go up last month when it began advertising an

elementary school site in north Tulsa and full-day pre-kindergartens in Oklahoma City and Norman. 

State officials informed the school that physical locations outside of its sponsoring district would violate the charter school

law, so Chancey said parents who were going to use those sites have since been notified that they won't open after all.  

He added: "I would rather do it right the first time and ask permission than have to go back and beg forgiveness. From

what I've seen in other states and what they're doing with virtual schools, I want the one in Oklahoma to succeed. If you

look at post-secondary education, you can get your bachelor's and master's online from probably 90 percent of the

colleges in Oklahoma. Why not get them ready to do that in high school?"

 

Expansion of online learning in Oklahoma

Growth trend in students enrolled in virtual classes:  1,102 in 2008-09, 2,600 in 2009-10, to 5,429 in 2010-11 

Number of school districts with virtual students during same three-year period: 20 to 48 to 154 

Districts with most virtual students, as of February:

1. White Oak: 973 

2. Tulsa: 508 

3. Hanna: 350 

4. Wynona: 170 

5. Graham: 157 

6. Oklahoma City: 133 

7. Midwest City-Del City: 122 

8. Muskogee: 108 

9. Bartlesville: 104 

10. Berryhill: 101 

Largest providers of online programming in the state: Advanced Academics, E 2020 and K12 

Source: Oklahoma State Department of Education

 

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2011 11:18 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Tulsa World editorials
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From their news people, not ed board, I mean. Thanks
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2011 11:10 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Tulsa World editorials
 
Daily columns of interest since Aug. 1 followed by Op Ed columns of interest from staff
editorial writers
 
 
 
 
Emergency fund 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

8/16/2011 3:11:34 AM

Mother Nature has been far from reasonable this year. Gov. Mary Fallin cannot do much about that, but she should be

able to expect a reasonable response from lawmakers about how to help Oklahomans harmed by droughts and fires. 

Fallin is asking lawmakers to replenish the State Emergency Fund so it can be used to help heat-baked areas of the state.

That fund is used to reimburse counties, municipalities, rural electric cooperatives, rural water districts and other

organizations for infrastructure damage sustained under a presidential disaster declaration. As things stand, the fund

stands at $944 with outstanding obligations totaling more than $36 million. 

"The weather has made this a tough year for many in Oklahoma," Fallin said. "It's not fair for the state of Oklahoma to

ignore its obligations when towns and cities are struggling to find the money to pay for firefighters, police and basic

services." 

Meanwhile, Fallin also is brainstorming with Oklahoma emergency management officials about ways to respond to the

ongoing drought. She is receiving support from the National Guard, Department of Health, Department of Public Safety and

Department of Emergency Management. 

The ongoing drought and excessive heat have claimed 15 lives, caused widespread wildfires and loss of property, and

devastated farms and ranches where forage for livestock is withering. Ponds are drying up, and cattle farmers are being

forced to sell their herds. 

Fallin so far has been proactive in response to the farmers' situation. In June, she asked the U.S. Department of

Agriculture to issue a disaster declaration to help farms hit by drought and wildfires. Fallin needs all  the cooperation she

can get from the federal government, as well as her own Legislature. That can start with replenishment of the emergency

fund.

 
 
 
Child support 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 08, 2011

8/8/2011 2:56:56 AM

Last week, Gov. Mary Fallin signed a proclamation making August "Child Support Awareness Month" in Oklahoma. These

awareness months - and there are many of them - all  are important to someone, or to many. But nothing could be more

important than children receiving the support that they need. 

Oklahoma Child Support Services long has been at the forefront in making sure that happens. 
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Recently the National Child Support Enforcement Association awarded OCSS, a division of the Oklahoma Department of

Human Services, with its Outstanding Program of the Year Award for 2011. The national award recognizes a state,

regional, tribal or county program that has exemplified the best in child support enforcement through effective services to its

constituency and its community. 

Gary W. Dart, OCSS director, recently accepted the award. 

Applicants for the national award detailed their performance in five areas: paternity establishment, child support order

establishment, collections on current child support, collections on past-due child support, and cost effectiveness. 

Beginning in the late 1990s, the OCSS staff committed itself to improving collections, Dart said. As a result, from 2000 to

2009, the rate of increase in total collections became the second highest in the nation. Oklahoma has been first in the

nation in paternity establishment almost every year since 2004, improved support order establishment by 21 percent in the

last decade, improved current support collections by 24 percent - more than twice the national average - and improved

cost effectiveness at a rate more than 250 percent of the national average. 

The division is responsible for more than 201,000 active child support cases, collecting more than $317 million in the last

year on behalf of children and families. 

Government workers and bureaucracy often get a bad rap. But here's an example of an agency that goes above and

beyond what's expected. It's paying off for Oklahoma's kids.

 
 
 
Creek Turnpike 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 22, 2011

8/22/2011 3:10:34 AM

The Creek Turnpike, which loops southeast Tulsa from the Turner Turnpike to the Will Rogers Turnpike, was a lightning rod

for controversy as its construction loomed back in the mid-1990s 

Some opponents predicted it would destroy residential neighborhoods and drive down property values. Others said there

wasn't enough traffic to justify building it. 

As is often the case with such projects, the dire warnings and fears proved to be unfounded. 

The Creek Turnpike did not turn out to be an eyesore or nuisance. It was the first highway in the area to include barriers to

prevent traffic noise from intruding on neighborhoods. It was beautifully landscaped with hundreds of trees. And the easy

access it provided southeast Tulsa to the rest of town probably increased, not hurt,  property values. 

As to whether there was enough traffic to support the turnpike, get this: Last week the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority

announced that traffic counts on the Creek were significantly higher than original projections. Authority members voted to

seek a $178 million bond issue that includes $76 million to add lanes to the Creek from U.S. 75 to Memorial Drive. 

If the state Council of Bond Oversight approves the 20-year revenue bond issue, construction should start in late April  or

early May. The bond issue also includes money to widen the state's other urban turnpike, the Kilpatrick in Oklahoma City,

and some smaller projects. Tolls will not be increased to help pay for the Creek and other projects. 

The Creek Turnpike, once the subject of bitter debate, has proven to be quite popular.

 
 
Federal grant will help address health disparities  

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 20, 2011

8/20/2011 3:13:33 AM
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Another piece of the puzzle to help address the chronic health problems of disadvantaged Tulsans fell  into place this week.

On Thursday, the federal department of Health and Human Services announced that Tulsa's Morton Comprehensive

Health Center will be the recipient of a $388,190 grant that will be used to get more children into health insurance

programs. 

Morton, one of only a few federally qualified health centers in the state, is among 39 health providers across the country to

receive one of the federal grants. 

"We are really excited," said Morton CEO John Silva. "The whole intent of the grant is to allow Morton to better outreach to

the many kids in our service area who are without insurance." 

Silva explained that in addition to using the grant for enrolling children in health insurance, it also will enable Morton to stay

in touch with families after that initial contact to ensure they are able to access the types of services they need. 

"That's the piece that has always been missing because of the lack of resources," he said. 

The grant is yet another of the encouraging health-care developments that are occurring in underserved areas of Tulsa,

where residents experience much shorter lifespans in large part due to the lack of the right kind of resources. Morton is

expanding and restructuring its health-care offerings to better meet the needs of the community, and its services will be

augmented by a new specialty clinic being built by the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine in Tulsa,

which will offer more advanced health care services. 

A new Tulsa City-County Health Department clinic also will help address primary care needs. 

These new resources are in addition to many other clinics and initiatives designed to meet the needs of patients who in

years past had few, if any, options for health care. 

There is no excuse for a person living in one part of Tulsa to have a lifespan that is 14 years shorter than someone living in

a more affluent part of town. Thanks to those who are not willing to accept that status quo, that horrible health disparity

should someday be a thing of the past.

 
Oklahoma is 43rd in child well-being rankings 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 20, 2011

8/20/2011 3:12:18 AM

There's nothing about Oklahoma's 43rd-place finish in an annual assessment on child well-being that reducing this state's

poverty conditions couldn't fix. 

Oklahoma's ranking, up from the 44th position it has held for two years, is according to the 2011 Kids Count Data Book

released by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The state ranked 42nd in 2007 and 38th in 2003. 

Oklahoma never does particularly well in this assessment except for a category or two. The study, which evaluated data

from 2000 to 2009, found that Oklahoma improved in only one indicator and worsened in six. 

Oklahoma ranked in the upper half of states in only two categories: percent of teens not attending school and not working,

23rd, and percent of families where no parent has full-time, year-round employment, 19th place. 

The state's lowest rankings were in the child death rate, 47th; teen birth rate, 46th, and infant mortality rate, 45th. 

As Desiree Doherty, executive director of the Parent Child Center, points out, the data suggests some very troubling and

very entrenched trends. 

"It's dreadful Oklahoma continues to be in the lowest quarter in child well-being. Think what that means for the future of our

state," she said. "More than 50,000 babies are going to be born in Oklahoma this year. How can they thrive and be

prepared for school and for life when they are growing up in generational poverty?" 

Is anyone in authority listening to what she has to say? Those in a position to make a difference should be. 

For years, Oklahoma has struggled to improve conditions for children - trying to improve the likelihood that they are safe,
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that they receive good nutrition and health care and are educated. That's a difficult mission when 16 percent of the children

live in poverty. 

The naysayers argue that parents should be responsible for making sure their kids are all  right. Of course that is true, but

what happens when the parents simply cannot provide for and safeguard their children for a variety of reasons? 

Most other states, including some that aren't rolling in dough, seem to have figured out a better way to ensure child well-

being. Let's find out their secret.

 
Finally, justice 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 19, 2011

8/19/2011 4:05:31 AM

Justice for the Osage Nation was neither swift nor certain. But after 11 years of litigation, it appears some tribal members

finally will get the trust proceeds they are owed from the U.S. government. 

Funds will be divided among those who own headrights, or shares, of the tribe's subsurface mineral estate. 

Barring any unforeseen circumstances, the government will pay $345.8 million into the tribal trust account on Oct. 30, and

checks will be distributed to individual headright owners by Dec. 5. Some 2,229 Osages own headrights, and $155,136 will

be paid out for each whole one. Many headrights, however, were fractionated as they passed from generation to

generation. Attorneys involved will receive $34.2 million. 

About 30 percent of headrights are owned by non-Osage entities, which also will receive part of the settlement. That is a

bone of contention with headright owners. 

"Given the history of tribal litigation for trust mismanagement, this is probably about as good as it's going to get," said tribal

member and headright owner Joe Conner of Fairfax. "And given the political environmental right now, this is a minor

miracle." 

Some members of the Osage Nation aren't impressed with the settlement, nor do they believe it ever will arrive, given the

fact that Uncle Sam has to borrow to pay all  its bills, including, probably, this one. 

A "conclusion" to the long-running lawsuit that alleged the U.S. government mismanaged many tribal assets - that were

placed in a trust - came last year when a federal judge issued a monetary judgment for trust mismanagement for the years

1972-2000. Pre-1972 claims are set for trial early next year, but the settlement might end the case. 

In the 1920s, the Osages, with their oil-rich prairie land in Osage County, were the richest people per capita in the world.

Those who stand to finally receive what's owed them are justifiably disappointed that their share will not be larger given the

mismanagement of the trust for decades by the government. The amount they receive probably should be much larger.

This debacle never should have occurred in the first place. But finally the Osages will receive at least a piece of justice.

 
 
Bachmann promises $1.79 gasoline; a chicken in every pot? 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 19, 2011

8/19/2011 4:05:53 AM

Note to Michele Bachmann: The campaign phrase of the Republican Party - "a chicken in every pot" - didn't work out too

well following the election of the party's candidate, Herbert Hoover, after 1928. Lesson: Be careful what you promise. 

Thursday, Republican presidential hopeful Bachmann promised a crowd in South Carolina that, if elected, she will bring

gasoline prices below $2 a gallon. 

The national average price of a gallon of fuel now is about $3.50. Here in Tulsa it hovers near $3.40 or so. 

Bachmann, of course, blames the high price on President Obama. It has risen since 2009 - it was $1.79 a gallon when he

took office - but to lay the blame on his doorstep is a stretch. 

38538



Does Bachmann really want to see the price of gasoline drop that much? None of us likes paying $50 or so to fill up our

tank. But, remember, in 2009 the country was in the depths of one of the worst recessions in history. Companies were

laying off workers, trucks were sitting idle and most Americans were watching their wallets. 

Whether Bachmann believes it or not, the economy has made a recovery since 2009. Consequently, the demand for oil

has risen worldwide. That, in turn, caused the price of oil,  and gasoline, to spike. That's good news for Oklahoma, but bad

for the overall economy. 

We're far from out of the woods, and one can place some blame on Obama. But for gasoline prices to tumble that much

would take another economic disaster. 

There are some ways to reduce the price of gasoline. A stronger dollar would help. And with the price of gasoline so high, it

should be added incentive for the country to develop alternative fuels. Passing the NAT GAS Act would be a good start.

Bachmann, however, did not reveal her plan for lowering gasoline prices. 

Maybe she's stuck in some sort of time warp. After all,  she wished Elvis happy birthday on the anniversary of his death.

Maybe she thinks it's 1975 (Elvis died in 1977). 

Predictions didn't work out too well for the Republicans or the country in 1928. Bachmann should be careful what she

promises.

 
Same song 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Thursday, August 18, 2011

8/18/2011 4:21:37 AM

Stop us if you've heard this one: Tulsa's City Council passes a measure, the mayor vetoes it, there is some of the usual

name-calling, the council overrides the veto and lawyers become involved. 

The latest kerfuffle at City Hall hasn't  completed all  those steps as yet, but if history teaches lessons, it is headed that way. 

What's brewing in the pot: Mayor Dewey Bartlett vetoed a council measure to strip the trash board of its contracting

capability. That, of course, led to Councilor Bill Christiansen accusing Bartlett of failure to lead by not finding any

compromise with the council. Councilors Chris Trail and Rick Westcott chimed in with their own criticisms. 

The trash contract is an important issue that affects every resident of Tulsa. It ought to be discussed and debated, and

input from citizens ought to be sought. Some of that has happened, but any positive progress has been overshadowed,

again, by the infighting at City Hall.  

At issue is who will get the next contract to haul trash in the city. Tulsa Refuse Inc. has hauled residents' trash for 30 years.

By all  accounts, it is held in high regard by its customers. 

Its contract, however, is up for renewal. That led the Tulsa Authority for the Recovery of Energy board to open bids to

other companies. There is nothing wrong with that and is, in fact, mandated by law. 

TRI, however, claims that the new bid specs all  but remove it from the process. The board bristled at council interference,

the council voted to strip it of its authority, and that led to the mayor's veto. 

Bartlett has some legal ground to stand on. He says the city cannot enter into long-term contracts but an authority can. He

has a good point. The contract calls for trash fleets to be converted to compressed natural gas and may require that the

bid-winner purchase the containers for the trash. Without a long-term contract with time to recover investments, it would be

difficult for the smaller guys to compete. 

The mayor and the trash board say the contract specs do not eliminate TRI. 

It is a complicated issue. One made even more troublesome by the animosity between the council and the mayor. 

Everyone knows where this is likely headed. The bickering continues, and the city continues to pay the price.
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Another state park saved by a volunteer operator 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

8/17/2011 4:19:14 AM

The Chickasaw Nation has joined the list of public-spirited entities that have stepped forward to operate state parks that

were being shut down by the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation. 

The tribe and the state agency have signed an agreement for the tribe to assume management and operations of the

Boggy Depot State Park near Atoka. The agreement will allow the park to stay open while the details of a long-term

agreement can be worked out. 

Like several state parks, Boggy Depot has historical significance in addition to its recreational possibilities. The site was

used as a Confederate commissary depot during the Civil War. 

Boggy Depot was one of seven state parks the department selected for closure because of budget cuts. It was hoped

when the closure announcement was made that private operators would step forward to keep the parks open, and

thankfully, that has been the case. 

The Osage Nation volunteered to run Wah-Sha-She State Park near Copan. The city of Sallisaw took on nearby Brushy

Lake State Park, and the city of Beaver is taking over Beaver Dunes. Also, the city of Heavener stepped forward to operate

the Heavener Runestone, in conjunction with a new nonprofit, the Friends of Heavener Runestone, which will raise funds

for operations. 

Several parks still have not drawn new operators. 

Tourism officials attempted to close parks that are small, have few employees and have lower levels of recreational

offerings. Still, they are all  popular and provide year-round recreational opportunities for many Oklahomans, as well as

visitors from out of state, who might otherwise have no options for family outings. 

The fact that new operators came forward to keep the popular parks open is a testament to the kind of spirit that has made

Oklahoma what it is today. But private operators cannot run our entire state park system. Let's hope it doesn't come to

more closures, but given the current political landscape, it's going to take more than hope.

 
Cities should heed AG's meth opinion 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

8/17/2011 4:19:04 AM

Apparently, the recent spot-on opinion by Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt - that would limit cities' authority to

regulate pseudoephedrine tablet products - is receiving grudging compliance. 

At least one city, Okmulgee, might, however, consider enforcing its ordinance - requiring a prescription for

pseudoephedrine tablet-form cold remedies - should the Legislature fail  to take up the issue next session. 

Pseudoephedrine is the principal ingredient used to manufacture illegal methamphetamine. 

Unlike state agencies, cities aren't bound by AG opinions. 

Okmulgee, McAlester, Holdenville, Chouteau and Pryor all  passed ordinances requiring prescriptions for the tablets. Last

month, however, Pruitt ruled that restrictions enacted by cities were "unauthorized, void and unenforceable." 

David Starkey, a Claremore resident who has been at the forefront of the movement to require a prescription for the

tablets, told Tulsa World senior writer Wayne Greene that "we've either got to get this passed at the state level, or they've

got to put some language in there ... that the cities are able to protect themselves." 

A proposal by state Rep. Ben Sherrer to make pseudoephedrine tablets a prescription-only drug could be considered and

passed by lawmakers next year, or they could opt for an alternative proposal to allow cities to restrict sales of tablet-form

allergy medications. 
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Rural Oklahoma, in particular, is overwhelmed by the meth problem, and town leaders understandably are frustrated at not

being able to stop an epidemic that destroys lives, endangers innocent victims and creates a general public health and

safety issue. 

But let's leave it to the state to do the regulating, not individual cities. 

Requiring a prescription might be a short-term fix. It's been effective in Oregon. But prescriptions probably will not solve the

problem in the long run. Meth producers inevitably find a way to wire around restrictions. 

In this instance, law-abiding citizens would be left with the expensive and inconvenient task of going to a doctor to get a

prescription for the tablet form of many common cold and allergy medications. 

The issue should have been taken care of last session. Now lawmakers will have to decide next session if the

inconvenience and expense to thousands really is worth the trade-off for temporarily slowing down the meth-makers.

 
Girl's death raises questions about DHS decisions 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

8/16/2011 3:11:53 AM

The death of 5-year-old Serenity Anne Deal, allegedly at the hands of her father, is inconceivably tragic. But what makes

this gut-wrenching tragedy all  the more horrible is that it possibly could have been prevented. 

The little girl's death also might have contributed to another tragic ending - the suicide of child welfare worker Donald

Wheeler, who tried to halt the placement of the little girl with her father because of concerns over his treatment of the child.

Documentation obtained by The Oklahoman indicates that Wheeler and the girl's foster mother tried repeatedly to warn

Department of Human Services officials that the girl was showing up with injuries, including black eyes and other bruising,

after visits with her father, Sean Devon Brooks. He now faces a first-degree murder charge in the June 4 beating death of

Serenity. 

Emails and other records show that DHS officials in two counties were made aware of the concerns and the evidence

backing up those concerns. Wheeler wrote in an email to a supervisor: "Wisdom would dictate that we as an agency be

cautious" about speeding up the girl's placement with her father. 

He cited 10 reasons why he thought the placement should be slowed down, including the father's failure to take the injured

girl to a doctor, his yelling at the girl and his spanking her. 

A DHS supervisor, Jennifer Shawn, in an email to the foster mother, made the troubling and puzzling observation that her

office's investigation showed there "is a bias" against Serenity's father. 

It now seems there might have been good reason for that bias against Brooks. 

It's easy to second-guess the decisions of an agency that faces such extreme challenges. But in this case, the second-

guessing is not only justified, but also necessary. Do what has to be done to ensure nothing like this happens again.

 
TPS test scores show some improvement; more needed 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 15, 2011

8/15/2011 3:02:35 AM

Tulsa Public Schools' Academic Performance Index test scores, released last week, showed that while a number of

schools made remarkable improvements from last year, much work remains to get test scores to where district officials and

patrons want them to be. 

The Academic Performance Index, created to comply with the federal No Child Left Behind Act, rates schools from zero to

1,500 points. The 2010-2011 scores mark the second year since Oklahoma significantly raised the level at which students
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are rated proficient in reading and math. 

Some 25 schools earned 100 or more points than they did last year. But 68 schools were 100 to 800 points below 2009,

the last year that the old, lower standards were in place. (For details, see "TPS test scores are mixed," in Friday's Tulsa

World or go to tulsaworld.com/tpsapi.) 

When it comes to improving test scores, TPS labors under some disadvantages that are common to inner city districts.

Superintendent Keith Ballard and his staff do not claim them as excuses, but they are still worth keeping in mind. 

One is that there is considerable mobility among Tulsa students - lots of movement from school to school within the district

as well as in and out of the district, especially at the elementary level. Some schools will open this fall  with just a few

students who were in the same school a year ago. 

Another is that a high percentage of TPS students qualify for free or reduced-cost school lunches. That reflects poverty and

the sad fact of life is that poverty and low test scores go hand-in-hand. It isn't pretty but it can't be sugarcoated. 

It seems painfully slow, but TPS is making progress on test scores. Tulsans can take comfort that with Ballard and his

staff, good people, absolutely dedicated to the task, are working hard to bring about improvements.

 
 
Medical Examiner office making progress 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 13, 2011

8/13/2011 4:28:21 AM

The Oklahoma Medical Examiner's office certainly has had its woes - problems with personnel, accreditation and backlogs.

And that's hitting only the highlights. But the ME's office under Chief Medical Examiner Eric Pfeifer has turned things

around in the past three months. 

Earlier this month, the agency reduced its autopsy backlog to 169 cases, down from 320 cases in June. If the pace

continues, that backlog could vanish by year's end. 

Getting the job done are six pathologists working longer hours. That solution, Pfeifer said, is not ideal because it puts more

stress on an already overburdened system. The office actually needs 12-14 pathologists to do the job it should be doing,

Pfeifer said. 

The reduction in autopsy cases - backlogs are a huge problem nationally - is important to families and to law enforcement.

The ME typically releases bodies to families within 48 hours, but the full  autopsy report takes much longer. In June, the

turnaround time for autopsy cases was 77 days. 

Pfeifer and staff also are getting the house in order in other ways. Staff is documenting everything that comes through the

office and improving accounting practices that had been "a total mess," Pfeifer said. 

The board governing the ME's office also is looking into resources for district investigators working in rural areas. District

investigators are crucial. Some days, some non-metro areas of the state aren't covered. Pfeifer wants that corrected. 

There were times during the past few years that anything written about the state ME's office pointed out some deficiency or

problem. The office still has its share of challenges, including getting back in good graces with accreditation agencies. 

But progress has been made, and for that Pfeifer and crew deserve praise. If that progress continues and the agency

receives the support it needs, it will regain a good reputation. The operation isn't much like television's glamorous "CSI,"

where everything gets solved in an hour-long episode each week and staffers have every resource at their disposal. 

This isn't an agency that most Oklahomans think about at all  until they need its services. But when they do, it needs to

work.

 
Wind farms battle intensifies in Osage County 

by: World's Editorial Writers
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Saturday, August 13, 2011

8/13/2011 4:28:33 AM

Most public comments as well as an Osage County Board of Adjustment vote ended up blowing in favor this past week of

a proposed 150-megawatt wind farm on prairie land along U.S. 60. 

The project, however, planned by Wind Capital Group of St. Louis, is far from off the ground. If the Osage Nation has its

way it will stop the building of 94 turbines on land zoned for agriculture west of Pawhuska, near the town of Burbank, on

land owned by three families. 

Wind Capital plans to start building within a few months and has signed a deal to buy the turbines from General Electric. 

Chris White, the Osage Nation's director of governmental affairs, doesn't mince words. 

"We believe that we have such a strong position in this that it is not going to go forward." 

End of story. 

But is it the end of the story? 

Oklahoma is one of the windiest states in the nation, with enormous potential for growth in wind power. Wind power

certainly is a part of this nation's energy future, and why shouldn't Oklahoma play a major role? 

Numerous turbines already dot parts of western Oklahoma, with its wide-open spaces. Osage County with its sparsely

populated prairie landscape is an almost perfect location for turbines. 

But there are legitimate environmental concerns. The terrain in Osage County is unique, in the truest sene of the word. The

county is home to the world-famous Tall Grass Prairie Preserve, overseen by the Nature Conservancy. The prairie hosts

wildlife and protected species that might not mix well with turbines unless the placement of towers is carefully planned. 

On the other hand, Wind farms mean money in the pockets of a few landowners and huge tax revenues for small,

financially strapped rural schools. 

The debate will go on, as it should - a lot is at stake. 

As rancher Ford Drummond put it: "I understand that it will be a benefit  for the landowners and the (school district.) But it is

not a win-win for all  of Osage County, and its going to a long-term effect on all  of us."

Lawmaker would renege on tax reimbursement promise 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 12, 2011

8/12/2011 3:20:12 AM

A legislative task force is reviewing the effectiveness and need for many of the vast array of tax incentives that are part of

state law. One of those is a program that lets qualifying manufacturing facilities skip paying property taxes for five years.

The idea was to attract manufacturers to areas where they might not otherwise locate, bringing economic development. 

The state maintains a "hold-harmless" fund to reimburse counties, schools, health departments, libraries and other property

tax recipients for lost tax revenue. The fund, which draws on a tiny percentage of state income taxes, has not been enough

to pay what is owed to the various property tax beneficiaries. Right now it is about $13.5 million short. 

Rep. David Dank, R-Oklahoma City, co-chairman of the task force, this week questioned, not the tax incentive, but the

reimbursement fund. "I don't know how you lose something you never had," Dank said. 

His statement doesn't wash. 

The hold-harmless fund was essentially a promise made to school districts and other local entities in order to gain their

support for, or at least their non-opposition to, the tax incentive when it was being pushed through the Legislature. 

The local entities would be reimbursed for the property tax revenues they were receiving on the undeveloped property.

After five years the property, presumably by then developed, would go back on the tax rolls at a higher assessed value. 

So it was not a matter of "losing something you never had." Without the reimbursement fund the local entities would have
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lost taxes collected on the property in its undeveloped state. 

Reducing or abolishing the reimbursement fund, as Dank suggested, would be breaking a promise made to the local

entities. 

Schools, libraries and other local entities depend on property taxes. The Legislature ought not break a promise it made to

them to get something it wanted. Let's hope Rep. Dank's suggestion goes nowhere.

 
 
School summit 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 10, 2011

8/10/2011 3:50:36 AM

State Rep. Lewis Moore, R-Arcadia, an Oklahoma City suburb, wants to call a summit to cut down on what he calls

Oklahoma's "bloated" education system. 

He wants Gov. Mary Fallin, state public instruction Superintendent Janet Barresi, higher education Chancellor Glen

Johnson and CareerTech Director Phil Berkenbile to meet and, apparently, find more ways to cut an education system that

already has suffered millions of dollars in cuts over the past few years. 

The fact that Moore believes a system that already has been cut nearly to the bone is "bloated" suggests that his version

of an education summit would not be friendly to public education. 

Moore is in particular critical of the number of higher education facilities in the state, and enumerates 25 universities and

colleges in 55 locations. Last year he sought a legislative interim study on the feasibility of operating that many facilities. 

"They have gone from going away to college," he said then. "Now all  you have to do is go down the street." 

That's an interesting position to take in a state that lags the national average in percentage of population with college

degrees by about the same as it trails the national average personal income. 

It is unlikely Oklahoma will ever increase its number of college graduates by making higher education less accessible. 

Moore also complains about the number of public school districts, 532 statewide. He seems unaware that the number of

districts has been cut by several hundred over the years, and though a few more consolidations might be warranted, there

is no certainty that many more would save money or improve education. 

More than half of the state's $6.5 billion budget goes to common, higher and CareerTech education. Most of that, about

$2.3 billion, goes to common education. The largest single expense, by far, is teacher pay. That means that any significant

cut to education means reducing the number of teachers in the classroom. 

Oklahoma does indeed need to take a thorough look at education. But the focus should be restoring money that has been

taken from the system in the past couple of years, not making more cuts.

 
 
 
 
Water-study panel has tough task of charting future water policy 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 06, 2011

8/6/2011 4:54:04 AM

Given all  the controversy surrounding water issues in recent years, it makes sense to create a legislative committee to

make policy recommendations for the future. 

House Speaker Kris Steele and Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman announced the formation of the 16-member

committee on Wednesday. It will be co-chaired by Rep. Phil Richardson, R-Minco, and Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa. 
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The committee is being asked to study water laws, review the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan scheduled to be

completed this fall, and then issue recommendations to the Legislature. The committee will consider water quality, access,

resources, supply, demand, history and infrastructure, among other issues. 

The first meeting is set for Aug. 17 in the House chamber. 

The possible sale of water has become an especially contentious issue in recent years in the wake of North Texas interests

seeking to purchase water from southeastern Oklahoma. The attempt ended up in a lawsuit that Oklahoma managed to

defend, but Texas leaders haven't given up. Oklahoma City recently entered the fray with its efforts to obtain water from

that part of the state. 

Steele said legislative leaders appointed members to the study from across the state in order to ensure representation of

the state's "political and philosophical diversity as well as geographical diversity." That is a wise decision, given the widely

differing views about water issues from one part of the state to another. 

Crain said the committee will be open to all  interested stakeholders and will seek input from tribes, state residents,

government officials, engineers, water-quality experts, recreational enthusiasts and others. 

"It's not a committee about selling water," Crain said. "It's not a committee about a water plan. It's a committee about water,

and we'll  see where it goes." 

It's encouraging that legislative leaders recognize the importance of water issues at the current time as well as far into the

future. It's also refreshing to hear they understand that there's much more at stake than the controversial water sales,

though that is probably the biggest issue of the day. 

Theirs won't be an easy task, but it's as important a job as there is facing the state.

 
Legislative review of federal health care reform launched 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 05, 2011

8/5/2011 4:33:09 AM

A legislative committee charged with studying the effects of federal health-care reform on Oklahoma and making

recommendations has a tough task ahead. 

But the members of the committee are well-respected lawmakers, and we feel they will take their charge seriously and

determine the best course for the state, even if that means complying with the law down the road. 

Among the panel's members are six Tulsa-area legislators, including several with special expertise on health-care issues:

Two Tulsa Republicans, Rep. Glen Mulready and Sen. Gary Stanislawski, will lead the committee, and they will be joined

by Sen. Bill Brown, R-Broken Arrow; Sen. Sean Burrage, D-Claremore; Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa; and Rep. Jeannie

McDaniel, D-Tulsa. Also on the committee is Rep. Doug Cox, R-Grove, who is a physician. 

The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was formed after conservatives pressured Gov. Mary Fallin into turning

down a $54 million federal grant that would have gone toward a federally mandated state health-care exchange. 

Such exchanges are intended to serve as an online marketplace for consumers seeking to purchase insurance, and the

hope is they will foster competition and bring costs down. 

Despite numerous states filing suit, the federal reform law has for the most part withstood the challenges. And a growing

number of Americans - and Oklahomans - are beginning to embrace the benefits of some of the law's provisions. 

Although they couldn't avoid taking a few potshots at the reform law, panel members generally made the right noises about

how to proceed. We will take them at their word that they intend to do what's best for the state. 

"Simply put, the committee will show Oklahoma what to expect from this law, how we can continue to protect Oklahoma's

interests and how we can make sure we are best prepared as a state," Mulready said. 

"Having suitable health care options in Oklahoma is an issue the Legislature takes very seriously and intends to protect

and address through this committee," Stanislawski said in a news release. He also said the committee "will seek to

address all  relevant questions and concerns for the benefit  of all  Oklahomans." 
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It's hard to know at this point what health-care reform will look like in a year or two. But in some form or another, reform

likely is here to stay. It's in our best interests at this point to leave everything on the table.

 
Obama gives in, averts debt ceiling crisis 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 03, 2011

8/3/2011 4:30:40 AM

After months of partisan wrangling that left both Democrats and Republicans bruised and much of the nation infuriated,

Congress finally struck a deal on the debt ceiling, just in time to prevent the country from reneging on its financial

obligations for the first time in history. 

The process was not pretty and even with this half-hearted effort more difficulty lies ahead. 

Mostly along party lines, the House approved the measure, 269-161, Monday night. All five of Oklahoma's House

members, four Republicans and one Democrat, voted for the measure. Tuesday the Senate passed it on more of a

bipartisan vote, 74-26, with both Oklahoma senators, Jim Inhofe and Tom Coburn, voting against it. 

President Obama, who signed the measure Tuesday, and the Democrats can put whatever spin they want on this issue,

but it is clear that the Republicans won, if, indeed that is anything to brag about. There was very little compromise. 

The deal calls for more than $2.1 trillion in spending cuts over 10 years while extending the borrowing authority of the

Treasury Department. It also will create a powerful, and potentially controversial, joint congressional committee to

recommend broad changes in spending and possibly in tax policy to reduce the deficit. 

There is little doubt that both Republican and Democratic leaders gave in to the radical wing of the Republican Party in the

House. Speaker John Boehner could not corral his members for any compromise. 

Obama, on the other hand, lacked the courage and leadership to face down his errant opponents. He failed to use the

bully pulpit of the White House and never presented a bona fide plan of his own. 

The debt ceiling extension was passed on the well-worn promises of getting the country's economy back in gear by cutting

"waste." And again, as the GOP has touted for more than 30 years, no new taxes, especially for the wealthy. It continues

the foolish policy of spending without paying for anything. 

It hasn't  worked yet. Maybe this time the Republicans will be correct and those corporations that have been holding onto

more than $1 trillion will begin to hire Americans and open new businesses. We'll see. 

In the meantime, the country has dodged an economic bullet. But, make no mistake, after this victory by the radical

members of the GOP, another one is headed our way.

AG taking no chances with pension funds investigation 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 01, 2011

8/1/2011 2:51:23 AM

Everything could be just fine but Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is not taking any chances. When information

came to him recently that some foreign banks might be engaging in funny business regarding investment transactions for

Oklahoma pension funds, Pruitt launched an investigation. 

There is little more important financially to current and retired Oklahoma public employees than the viability of their

pensions. Oklahoma's seven pension systems hold investment assets of $21.4 billion with about 15 percent of that - $3

billion - invested overseas. 

Questions have arisen here and elsewhere about the discrepancy between the time of day a currency transaction is made

and the trade price that was charged to a fund. That could result in a bank choosing a less favorable exchange rate

instead of giving a pension fund the price based on the actual time of the trade, and then keeping the difference. 

If transactions were improper, Pruitt's investigation could lead to criminal charges. Officials in California, Virginia and
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Florida are acting to recover more than $200 million in state pension funds. 

"This is not something we're doing blind. We're doing it because we've been informed to the degree that we think it's

something we need to pay attention to and look into," Pruitt said. 

Rand McDaniel, chairman of the House Oversight Committee on Pensions, said, "I do have reason to believe that there

are some recoveries that could be made, and if they are seven figures or larger, that could be a great addition to the

financial status of the plans. I am encouraged by the efforts of the attorney general." 

And so are those Oklahomans directly affected. 

Pruitt has sent letters to several banks asking some pertinent and pointed questions. Everything could turn out to be on the

up and up, but if not, Pruitt is on top of the situation and can take the necessary steps to recover any losses. 

Timing is everything, and in this case the AG's vigilance will either pay off in peace of mind for pension holders or in the

potential recovery of damages to those harmed.

 
 
 
Sunday columns from the editorial writers: 
 
 
Arkansas River water quality improved, won't impede development 

by: JANET PEARSON Associate Editor

Sunday, August 14, 2011

8/14/2011 6:42:16 AM

It's as predictable as the summer heat. Whenever there's any news about Arkansas River development, the chorus of

critics rises again. 

It's too polluted, the naysayers say. Nobody will be able to stand the odors from the refineries and sewage treatment plant,

they insist. 

It's a braided prairie river and should be left that way, says another faction. 

But the truth is that someone thought of all  those things long ago, and someone's been working on them ever since. 

The latest news was the announcement about three proposals for developing some city-owned sites on the west bank that

probably will be rejected because they weren't what city leaders, and probably most Tulsans, had in mind. 

Another recent announcement detailed the River Parks Authority's plans for modifying and repairing Zink Dam, a project

that will make the lake deeper as well as safer and more suitable for recreational activities. 

Right on cue, these stories elicited the predictable chants that the river is so yucky nobody would want to sit anywhere

near it, much less stick a toe in it. 

Thanks to the intensive regulation of discharges from industries and municipalities into waterways, the Arkansas River is a

lot cleaner these days than many people would believe. In fact, this past summer, it was cleaner than parts of some lakes.

Remember the blue-green algae outbreaks?

Where things stand
Local officials had hoped there would be significant federal funding to advance Arkansas River development, but now it

appears there will be little, if any, in the foreseeable future. That has local leaders scrambling for other funding sources for

such elements as additional low-water dams, deemed by most development supporters to be necessary to make the river

attractive for development. 

For now, the aim is to ensure there is plenty of water in Zink Lake, an achievable improvement that will help maintain

interest in developing the river. 

Gaylon Pinc, environmental program manager for Program Management Group, the consultants guiding river development

planning, said the loss of federal funds means some development plans likely will be delayed, but Zink Dam improvements
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"will ensure there's water in the river, and that's what most people want to see," he said. 

But not everyone. "There is a very vocal group that loves the sandy, prairie river, which is its natural condition." 

Or rather, was its natural condition. 

"Since Keystone (Dam) was built, it has degraded to the point we really don't have that any more," Pinc added. 

The regular releases from the dam for power generation and flood control have caused continual habitat and ecosystem

changes over the decades, to the point that the Arkansas is no longer the meandering prairie river it once was. And it

never will be again. "When hydropower generation starts again, you'll see those sands start washing down again," Pinc

said. 

What's been lost in the debate over low-water dams is their ability to help address that ecosystem damage. The

northernmost dam at Sand Springs, as envisioned in the master plan, would create an impoundment that would "capture

and release water to help stabilize flows all  the way down the river system," explained Pinc. With an upstream dam helping

to stabilize flows, there could be "significant habitat improvements" in addition to the benefit  of smoothing out the flows.

The pollution question
So, just how safe is the water? 

There's long been a belief that the Arkansas River is hopelessly polluted. There was a time when it was in bad shape, but

that was a long time ago. 

Now, thanks to many new regulations over the years, the river is deemed safe enough by the Oklahoma Water Resources

Board for "secondary body contact." That includes such activities as boating, rafting and kayaking - water sports where

there's little likelihood of ingesting much water. 

The state's popular lakes, such as Keystone and Grand, are classified as safe for "primary body contact," which includes

swimming. 

But the differing classifications don't necessarily mean one body of water is a whole lot cleaner than the other. As Pinc

pointed out, the Arkansas River is fed by Keystone Lake, so obviously the water quality in the two is similar. 

"Those doom-and-gloom folk who think the river is still heavily polluted need to compare the water quality reports against

other surface waters. The river has improved significantly," said Pinc. "That's not to say it's pure and problem-free. But

look at other surface waters. All surface waters have issues." 

As to the belief there's sewage flowing into the river - another misconception that just won't die: There is only one

wastewater treatment facility above Zink Lake in Sand Springs. "And it is required to disinfect its (discharged) wastewater to

the primary body contact standard." In other words, the discharged water is cleaner than the water already in the river. The

same is true of the Tulsa wastewater plant near Interstate 44, where improvements also have been made to the plant's

odor-control system. 

"They have to meet the same standards as other plants and they meet them. Otherwise they get in trouble and get fined

and have to spend lots of money on upgrades," said Pinc. 

It's true storm drains at times wash animal waste, fertilizers and other naturally occurring pollutants such as decaying

vegetation into the river. It's a fact of life in a big city. There also are dangers from decades-old debris such as chunks of

concrete in the riverbed. For these reasons it's unlikely the Arkansas ever will be developed for swimming purposes. 

"But kayakers and rowing clubs have been using the river for years, and water quality hasn't  been an issue," said Pinc.

"Their concern is about water depth." 

The refineries are another bugaboo with the anti-development crowd, who apparently aren't aware or don't believe there

have been significant, ongoing environmental improvements to both plant emissions and industrial wastewater treatment for

years now, because of the enactment of more stringent federal standards. 

As Pinc noted: "Refinery operations are heavily regulated. Industries and municipal discharges are so heavily regulated it

does not pay to violate the standards because the fines are really stiff ...They have to test frequently and submit data to

federal and state regulators who have a keen eye on those who don't meet their permit requirements." 

Pinc said more environmental studies are under way on the river and more will be conducted in the future. But he added

he believes it's "highly unlikely there's a significant problem" with the water, because if there were, we'd know it by now. 
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The continuing interest in the river no doubt ensures the river's future is safe and even improving. "We turned our backs on

the river in the '50s and '60s and '70s ," said Pinc. "We didn't have respect for it. But now we see an opportunity to

undertake significant improvements to an area that is well-loved."

 
 
Conseratives embrace conservative approach to incarceration 

by: JULIE DELCOUR Associate Editor

Sunday, August 21, 2011

8/21/2011 5:52:55 AM

"Not unless hell freezes over in Texas." 

For 30 years that's the emphatic response anyone received who dared suggest Texas should close rather than build a

prison. Yet, in 10 days, for the first time in state history, a prison will cease operation - and not for remodeling or for

replacement. 

The shuttering of the 102-year-old Central Unit, an 1,100-bed facility in Sugar Land, near Houston, occurs on the watch of

Texas' most conservative governor and arguably its most conservative Legislature, the traditional tough-on-crime crowd. 

Five years ago, Texas was projecting a 17,000-bed shortfall in its prison system by 2012. 

The issue ultimately came down to funding. If money talks, a lack of money rattles the rafters. Texas, which has faced

severe revenue shortfalls, could no longer sustain one of the highest per-capita incarceration rates in the nation.

Lawmakers decided that keeping more than 150,000 people in prison wasn't exactly cutting edge public policy. Mass

incarceration increasingly sapped the state money tree and the public was not significantly safer for having all  those

offenders behind bars. 

A different approach was adopted, one advocated for years by more moderate or liberal forces: Get the right people in

prison and handle other nonviolent offenders a different way. The Texas Legislature instituted a variety of reforms. It's paid

off. Texas recently boasted its lowest violent crime rate in 30 years. Part of its success is owed to becoming one of a few

states selected by The Council of State Governments to be a Justice Reinvestment Project. The program offered guidance

on prison reform. Texas so far has saved $1 billion, which was reinvested in corrections changes and crime prevention.

Other states such as Kansas and Indiana have had similar success. 

Last spring, Oklahoma, with 25,000 inmates behind bars and its prison system at 96 percent capacity, also became a

Reinvestment state. 

In May, Oklahoma lawmakers, led by House Speaker Kris Steele, took steps to shorten the time low-risk, nonviolent

offenders spend behind bars in favor of more electronic monitoring, treatment programs and other forms of supervised

release. Lawmakers also limited the governor's role in the parole process for nonviolent offenders and enhanced

community sentencing programs. 

It was time. In the past decade, prison appropriations have grown 32 percent, yet Oklahoma, Steele noted, still has an

"unacceptably high violent crime rate. Meanwhile, 36 other states, using more alternatives to prison, have reduced their

violent crime rates. 

This change in philosophy or approach hasn't  been done necessarily for altruistic reasons; this is more about fiscal reality -

feeling the heat versus seeing the light. Leaders realize that states cannot afford unlimited amounts of the proverbial "guns

and butter." In this case, "guns' represent mass incarceration and "butter" represents education, health care, infrastructure,

etc. With historic revenue shortfalls states must pick between, say, keeping more inmates behind bars or putting more

teachers in the classroom. No longer can the U.S., with 5 percent of the world's population, keep 25 percent of the world's

inmates behind bars. 

In 20 years, corrections budgets have quadrupled and are outpacing nearly every major spending area except for health

care, according to the Pew Center on the States. States were spending $50 billion annually on their corrections systems,

nearly twice as much in inflation-adjusted terms, as expenditures in 1987. 

New York Times reporter Charlie Savage recently wrote about the shift in thinking. "While liberals long have complained

that harsh mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent offenses like drug possession are unjust, the push to overhaul

penal policies has been increasingly embraced by elected officials in some of the most conservative states in the country." 
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Reagan administration Attorney General Edwin R. Meese III, former White House drug czar William J. Bennett, antitax

activist Grover Norquist and former House Speaker Newt Gingrich all  have joined a campaign entitled "Right on Crime.

Their aim is to lend weight to what Meese calls "the conservative case for reform." 

"Most of us who are involved in this are very much in favor of high incarceration of serious habitual offenders," Meese told

the Times. "The whole idea is getting the right people in prison." 

Oklahoma this spring became part of the "Right on Crime" initiative. Leaders here, to their credit, finally snapped to the

realization that "get tough" policies aren't as effective as "get smart" policies. 

No one wants dangerous criminals set free. But not all  crimes are created equal. More rational, informed choices must be

made on who gets locked up and who doesn't. Those convicted but not sent to prison still should pay their debt to society

in some fashion. 

For years, policymakers who advocated changes largely were belittled and ignored. No more. Finally, everyone seems to

be singing from the same sheet of music.

 
 
 
Real-life budget struggles at public schools 

by: JULIE DELCOUR Associate Editor

Sunday, July 24, 2011

7/24/2011 3:11:14 AM

Clear eyes, full  hearts, can't lose. 

That phrase, football coach Eric Taylor's recurring game-night pump-up to his teams - the Dillion Panthers and later the

East Dillion Lions - has tossed and turned in my mind since the recent airing of the final episode of "Friday Night Lights." 

Those six words so completely capture the positive message that kids everywhere should hear early and often. 

FNL fans followed the characters and events at the two fictitious Texas high schools for all  kinds of reasons, most of them

having absolutely nothing to do with gridiron heroics or the Lone Star state. Instead it was everything else that passed

through the goal posts - the social issues that the show tackled without blinking that made the series worth tuning into

season after season for five years. 

The show's approach to the sociology of schools and the people who populate them mimics so thoroughly what unfolds in

the real world every day, whether the schools be urban or rural, large or small, rich or poor. Minus the television series

glamour, the same sort of issues exist in Oklahoma: devastating elimination or consolidation of academic, arts, music and

sports programs, teacher job cuts, personnel problems, teen sex, teen pregnancy, poverty, racism, board of education

squabbles, boosterism run amok, delinquency, drop-outs, deadbeat parents, school closings, academic challenges. 

Budget cuts head the list of crises facing Oklahoma schools. Evaporating resources are changing the entire culture of

schools. School closings are and will affect entire communities and neighborhoods. 

The Legislature this year in particular seemed to exhibit a cloudy-eyed, empty-hearts, can't-win mentality toward public

education - one that could leave every child behind in one way or another. 

Even in the face of declining revenues (which are finally starting to rebound) lawmakers have refused to consider

suspension - even temporarily - of tax cuts. Balanced against what is being lost in public education, suspension of the tax

cuts would make a major difference to what public education could accomplish. Rather than invest even more heavily in

Oklahoma's future - public education - lawmakers years ago chose to enact the graduated, permanent tax cuts that largely

benefit  those who need the cuts the least. 

That misguided decision as well as repeated revenue shortfalls are taking a toll. Common education took a 4 percent

budget cut this fiscal year and that follows earlier cutbacks. Higher education and CareerTech are similarly harmed. 

Because of the cuts, funding for teacher health benefits is threatened. Because of the cuts, the successful Street School in

Tulsa is being eliminated. Because of the cuts, 3,000 Oklahoma teachers who went to the effort to become National Board

Certified educators will not receive the $5,000 stipends as promised. 
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This sea change in resources and support drastically affects what administrators and teachers can and cannot do. This

ongoing financial crisis affects morale. It affects class size. More than 20 years ago the Legislature passed landmark

education reform - HB 1017 - which provided assurance that student-pupil ratios would improve. Now all  that is in

jeopardy. 

There's probably not an administrator or a teacher in the state who isn't worried about his or her job - whether that job will

be there next year or the year after. And it is not just their own economic well-being they're concerned with. They

genuinely care about kids or they wouldn't  be in the education business. Teachers and administrators also have to be

wondering if state Superintendent Janet Barresi truly is on their side, and how far she's willing to go to support education. Is

she using all  of her newly granted power to help schools? She claims to be all  about the kids. But guess what? Kids don't

learn in a vacuum; they learn from teachers who should be supported and valued in every respect. Teachers are the

community's investment tools. 

Few in public education are happy with Barresi's approach so far. No one in public education is happy about another year

of deep budget cuts. This situation is dire enough to become another made-for-TV drama. Make no mistake, for the

foreseeable future, it's Friday night lights out for public education.

 
 
 
NAT GAS Act a step toward energy independence 

by: MIKE JONES Associate Editor

Sunday, August 14, 2011

8/14/2011 3:25:31 AM

Most everyone can agree that something needs to be done about the damage that importing foreign oil  is doing to the

economy. Unfortunately, not everyone can agree on how to ease the pain of that damage. 

There is, however, one good idea that has been in Congress for two years that just might finally have the votes to pass.

The NAT GAS Act looks to have the votes in the House and Senate to be approved. President Barack Obama has

indicated that he will sign the bill if it gets to his desk. 

The bill, authored by First District U.S. Rep. John Sullivan, is supported by T. Boone Pickens, a devoted proponent of using

compressed natural gas to fuel vehicles. The benefits of CNG are well-known and indisputable. That, however, doesn't stop

those with deep pockets and vested interests from doing what they can to derail this important piece of legislation.

Tough opponent
Pickens and Sullivan are up against a formidable opponent, Koch Industries. The Koch brothers, David and Charles of

Wichita, Kan., have financed a campaign to kill the NAT GAS Act. 

It must be said that Koch Industries is a successful company that employs thousands of Americans and the Koch brothers

are generous philanthropists. That, however, does not make them immune to criticism. 

The loudest voice in the halls of Congress and the biggest critic of the NAT GAS Act is the American Conservative Union.

The ACU's main benefactor is Koch. And here is why Koch is against the NAT GAS Act, other than its anemic anti-

government reasoning: 

Koch imports crude oil.  The lower the price it can pay for foreign oil,  the better its bottom line. The Koch brothers rail

against government subsidies and interference but willfully accept government ethanol subsidies to prop up their fertilizer

business. The company also relies on cheap natural gas. Any measure that might, might,  increase the cost of CNG, could

affect Koch's fertilizer holdings. 

The Koch brothers' ability to raise money, lots of it, is legendary. And they use it to fund anti-government, ultra-

conservative causes, such as the tea party movement. 

Sullivan, meanwhile, continues the fight in the face of political threats from the ACU. Sullivan, who has always received

high marks from the group for his conservative positions and votes in the House, now finds himself on the wrong side of

the ACU. 

It has launched a heavy-handed attack on the bill and has had some success. Still, Sullivan believes that the bill has a

very good chance of passing the House and the Senate.

That dog won't hunt
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It ought to be passed. And, as Sullivan says, it is the only energy bill in Congress with a chance of passing. 

Of course, critics can claim that Pickens has a dog in the hunt. He would stand to gain by the government and private

entities turning to CNG. He's a big stakeholder. Still, there is absolutely nothing wrong with someone making a profit -

including the Koch brothers. Pickens' plan, however, turns the tables on our foreign suppliers by putting the United States

on the road to energy self-sufficiency. 

Simply put, the NAT GAS Act would provide tax credits, based on the weight of a vehicle, of up to $64,000 per vehicle.

Smaller cars would qualify for about $7,500. The bill also would increase the refueling property tax credit from 30 percent,

or $30,000, to 50 percent, or $100,000 per station, whichever is less, and for home refueling from $1,000 to $2,000. 

The main focus is the heavy vehicle fleet in the U.S. That fleet could be more easily converted. Instead of needing a lot of

corner refueling stations for cars, companies could build their own stations at hubs and interstate stations could be added

to existing truck stops.

Saving oil
The 8 million heavy-duty trucks in the U.S. consume about 2 million barrels of oil  a day. That is about 10 percent of the

national daily consumption. 

Cars would be a slower process, but one well worth pursuing. There are only 112,000 CNG automobiles on the road in the

U.S. now. There are far more CNG-fueld cars in other countries. 

Sullivan says, and I know that politicians have a tendency to embellish predictions, that this bill could generate 500,000

jobs nationwide. Even if he is off by half that, it's still a lot of good-paying jobs. Many of those jobs would land right here in

Oklahoma. 

Not to pursue developing CNG for vehicles would be foolish. There are about 2,543 trillion cubic feet (that's trillion with a

"t") of recoverable natural gas in the United States, according to the 2011 energy outlook by the U.S. Energy Information

Administration. And there might be even more than that. Oklahoma sits atop vast natural gas deposits and companies in

this state have the technology and experience to get it out of the ground. 

Are there dangers? Yes. Hydraulic fracturing has long been used to literally shake the gas out of shale formations. And, for

the most part,  it has been safe. Fracking has come under fire lately. The concerns are real and legitimate. The oil  and gas

industry needs to assure the public that fracking is safe. That might mean becoming more transparent about what exactly is

being pumped into the Earth during fracking.

Fair but vigilant
On the other hand, environmentalists must be willing to be tolerant as well as vigilant. 

The ACU and other parties have found their sound bites in this controversy. They claim that the NAT GAS Act is another

"government handout" and that the government has no business "picking winners and losers." 

Well, as one pundit put it, the government has been picking winners and losers for a long time and it's worked out pretty

well so far. Even by not "picking" it is choosing. If the government does nothing, then the one with the most assets is likely

to be the winner. That, alone, is influencing the outcome - "picking winners and losers." 

The only real losers if CNG is not pursued with government support, are the American people. Sullivan is on the right track

and the right side. He deserves support. 

I've had my disagreements with Sullivan and likely will have others. But he is always willing to discuss our differences in a

civil, honest way. On this, however, we agree. 

It's popular for some to say that they worry about the future of our children and grandchildren. Well, this is about the future.

Pass the NAT GAS Act.

 
 
 
Post office closings will hit smallest towns the hardest 

by: DAVID AVERILL Editor, Editorial Pages

Sunday, July 31, 2011

7/31/2011 3:44:05 AM
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The U.S. Postal Service last week released a list of 3,653 post offices - 100 of them in Oklahoma - that it is considering

closing, beginning sometime next year. 

The Postal Service is in the worst financial crisis in its history. Mail volume declined 3.5 percent last year as Americans

continued to shift their communications to e-mail and text messaging, resulting in a record net loss of $8.5 billion. 

Post office closures are just one of several cost-cutting measures the USPS is eyeing; another is doing away with Saturday

deliveries. 

Post offices facing the possible ax typically are those that do about two hours work and less than $50 in business a day.

Many - but not all  - are within five miles of another office. 

Whichever post offices eventually are affected, each closure will inconvenience some customers. For many of those, the

inconvenience might be nothing more than driving an extra five miles to the nearest post office. 

But think what the loss of their local post office will mean to those who live in a remote place like Kenton, in the extreme

western tip of Oklahoma's Panhandle. 

Kenton is an unincorporated community with 17 residents, according to 2010 census figures, 19 according to Vicki Roberts,

who with her husband Monty Joe runs the Black Mesa Bed and Breakfast there. Kenton, which lies in the Cimarron River

valley, is just south of Black Mesa, the highest point in Oklahoma. It is so far west that it observes Rocky Mountain time. 

There are three full-time businesses in Kenton besides the post office - two bed-and-breakfasts and a guest ranch. A new

addition is a steak house that operates on Friday and Saturday nights. 

Roberts picks up her mail each day from a box at the post office, even though there is a rural mail delivery route that

originates out of Elkhart, Kan. The next nearest post office to Kenton is 38 miles away, in Boise City. If Kenton's post office

closes and gasoline stays at almost $4 a gallon, she says, she won't be able to afford a round-trip drive of nearly 80 miles

every day to pick up her mail in Boise City. 

Convenience is not one of the joys of life in Kenton. How remote is it? The nearest school is also in Boise City, which

means at least two hours a day on the school bus for the children who live in and around Kenton in the heart of cattle-

ranching country. 

Roberts also drives to Boise City to shop for groceries. 

The closest Wal-Mart and McDonald's are 100 miles away, in Guymon. 

The place to go for lumber, large appliances and medical specialists is Amarillo, Texas, 160 miles away. 

Kenton does have landline telephone service and DSL Internet access, but only two companies offer reliable cell phone

service, Roberts says. In fact, her B&B, a rustic 1910 ranch house on a working cattle ranch, has Wi-Fi. 

USPS spokeswoman Dionne Montague says that the post office closings will not affect existing mail delivery methods, so

apparently the rural-route in the area will continue. 

Apart from that the Postal Service is promoting what it calls the "Village Post Office," in which a local merchant such as a

pharmacist or grocer would sell stamps, flat-rate packaging and other products. 

That might be a problem in Kenton, because the only retail outlet, the Mercantile, or "The Merc," closed around

Christmastime last year. 

The Merc was an eclectic general store housed in a picturesque old building on the main street, where customers could get

a burger or bowl of chili and where they might find, next to one another on a shelf, a can of Right Guard spray, canned

green beans and an old wooden box filled with what were purported to be dinosaur eggs. 

(There might be something to the dinosaur egg story. Since 1935 scientists exploring the Jurassic- and Triassic-era rocks

at the nearby Black Mesa have mined 18 tons of dinosaur bones from five species, including brontosaurus. And visitors can

clearly see a line of allosaurus footprints along Carrizo Creek just north of the mesa.) 

Losing their local post office will be just another inconvenience for those who live in and around Kenton - and dozens of

other small and remote communities - and life will go on. "We wanted to get away from the big city and we sure did,"

Roberts says with a chuckle. 

The Postal Service obviously faces drastic steps to deal with its shrinking business and growing deficits. But delivering the
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mail is one of the few responsibilities specifically given Congress by the U.S. Constitution. You might make a good case

that the constitutional mandate is even more important in remote places, like Kenton, where residents don't enjoy all  the

communications alternatives available to those in the urban areas. Maybe those are the places that should keep their

dinky, inefficient post offices that do only a few dollars of business a day.

 
 
 
2012 Budget 

by: DAVID AVERILL Editor, Editorial Pages

Sunday, June 19, 2011

6/19/2011 3:24:07 AM

Throughout the recent legislative session, House and Senate leaders and Gov. Mary Fallin constantly repeated their

ostensible intention to "protect" education and other core state services in the budget-making process. 

As the session neared its end last month and they crafted a $6.5 billion state budget for fiscal 2012 - $218 million less than

2011 - the leaders celebrated and proclaimed that they had accomplished just that. 

But the fact is, not only does the 2012 budget not protect public education, it hammers it. 

While the overall budget was cut 3.2 percent, common education sustained a reduction of 4 percent, or $97.4 million;

career tech, 6 percent, or $8.2 million, and higher education, 6 percent, or $58.2 million. 

Another way to put it is this: Public education accounted for $167.4 million of the total $218 million in budget cuts. Still

another way is this: Public schools, colleges and universities, which together account for 52 percent of all  state

appropriations, sustained three-fourths of the cuts.

Slash and burn
No matter how you state the numbers, this is not a budget that "protects" public education. 

Tulsa Public Schools Superintendent Keith Ballard said that the cuts to common education would mean another $1.3

million reduction on top of the $6.3 million lost over the past two years - cuts that already forced the district to jettison

teachers and close neighborhood schools. 

The latest budget reductions (along with expiration of federal stimulus funds) are a big part of the reason why the Tulsa

district last week was forced to cut 65 special education employee positions and slash student counseling services

provided by mental health agencies. 

"The Legislature is determined to have smaller government," Ballard said. "This is what smaller government looks like." 

The sad fact is that the cuts didn't have to be this bad. Yes, Oklahoma experienced severe revenue declines over three

years because of the nation's Great Recession. But while revenues were dropping as the economy tanked, and for a few

years previous to that, legislators were busily and steadily chopping the state income tax top rate, which once stood at 7

percent, to 5.25 percent. 

Cutting the income rate, along with raising the standard deduction, costs the state an estimated $600 million a year.

Taxes and wealth
Lawmakers could have eased this year's education reductions by eliminating some tax credits and incentives or by delaying

the effective date of the latest income tax top rate reduction. 

Or, God forbid, they could have raised taxes. Oklahoma voters in March, 1992 approved State Question 640, which

essentially makes it impossible to increase taxes without a vote of the people. 

But even a couple of years before that, legislatures were terrified by the very idea of raising taxes. So there has not been a

general state tax increase in more than 20 years. Any increase in state taxes, such as the cigarette tax hike, was limited

and approved by voters. 

The Legislature's recent tax-cutting efforts, taken together with the drastic steps that schools and other state agencies are

taking to deal with them, paint a troubling picture. 

Education cuts are the largest, but certainly not the only, part of a transfer of wealth in Oklahoma from middle and lower
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income families to the wealthiest taxpayers. 

Consider just a few of the steps that state agencies are taking to deal with budget cuts: School districts across the state

are laying off teachers, cutting programs, even shortening their school year; colleges are considering tuition increases; the

Department of Tourism and Recreation is closing seven state parks; the Department of Human Services is cutting child-

care subsidies for low-income families and trimming other services. The list goes on and on.

Economic classes
The beneficiaries of public education, student mental health counseling, the state park system, child-care reimbursement

and other disappearing state services are by and large middle and lower income families. Those families are now faced

with paying for the services themselves, or going without - or in the case of education, accepting less. 

Meanwhile, state income rate reductions that helped make these budget cuts necessary are mostly enjoyed by the

wealthiest Oklahomans - the top 5 percent (those making 176,000 a year and up) will take home 43 percent of the tax cut;

the top 20 percent will realize 73 percent of it. 

I'm not suggesting that Oklahoma's political leadership is deliberately waging war on the middle and lower economic

classes. (The leadership did strive this past session to protect some other services - mental health, substance abuse and

health care, for example.) 

I'll  give them the benefit  of the doubt and just say that they probably haven't thought about it in those terms.

 
 
Oklahoma women's health status worsening  

by: JANET PEARSON Associate Editor

Sunday, August 07, 2011

8/7/2011 3:13:53 AM

The federal health care reform act includes significant new provisions that will benefit  women, which ought to be great

news for Oklahomans, and here's why: 

Oklahoma is the only state in the U.S. that saw life expectancies for women decline at the state level during part of the last

decade, according to a new study. 

But the new provisions, announced last week, won't be welcome news in Oklahoma, and here's why: Past history suggests

the health of women is not a high priority in this state, and anything tied to the Obama administration, no matter how

worthwhile it might be, is automatically reviled around these parts. 

The new study, "Falling Behind: life expectancy in U.S. counties from 2000 to 2007 in an international context," was

conducted by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington. 

The researchers studied county-level health data from across the country and found that during that time span, eight out of

every 10 U.S. counties "fell in standing against the average of the 10 nations with the best life expectancies in the world." 

People in Japan, Canada and other developed nations "are enjoying significant gains in life expectancy every year," while

most counties in the U.S. are falling behind. 

The study found that life expectancy in the U.S. in 2007 ranged from 65.9 to 81.1 years for men, and 73.5 to 86 years for

women. 

Women are especially affected by the downward trend, as are people in Appalachia, the Deep South and Northern Texas. 

When compared with the 10 nations with the best life expectancies - a statistical average known as the "international

frontier" - U.S. counties "range from being 16 calendar years ahead to more than 50 behind for women." For men, the

range is from "15 calendar years ahead to more than 50 calendar years behind." 

"This mean that some counties have a life expectancy today that nations with the best health outcomes had in 1957." 

Want to move where your odds of living longer are better? Try the mountains or the coasts. Places in Florida, California,

Wyoming, Maryland and Colorado had some of the longest lifespans for men and women. 

So what are we doing wrong? The researchers believe that the size of the U.S., its racial diversity and economics are not

the main culprits. The authors instead believe that high rates of obesity, tobacco use, and other "preventable risk factors"
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causing such conditions as high blood pressure and elevated blood glucose are the likeliest causes for declining life

expectancy.

The Oklahoma story
A little-known publication, Remapping Debate, elaborated on the study's findings and implications. Two pieces by writer

Mike Alberti appeared on June 13 and June 22: "Women as second-class (health) citizens," and "Life getting shorter for

women in hundreds of U.S. counties." Oklahoma, unfortunately, was featured prominently in both articles. 

Looking closer at the county-by-county data, Alberti found that life expectancy had "either declined or remained level in

most counties in Oklahoma." 

"In fact, Oklahoma is the only state in the country in which life expectancy for women decreased at the state level, from

78.5 years in 1987 to 77.9 years in 2007." For men, lifespans increased slightly, by a little over a year. 

The institute's research showed that 40 counties in Oklahoma experienced declines in female life expectancy of up to 1.3

years between 1987-2007; nine counties, including Tulsa, saw life expectancies remain the same. Only 28 counties saw

increases during that two-decade time span. 

Alberti uncovered during his research the same findings many of us from around here also have encountered again and

again: that Oklahoma's long-running health woes stem from chronic underfunding of health initiatives, such as tobacco-

control programs; low numbers of primary care physicians in some areas; too-little legislative and policy action on women's

health issues; and too-little emphasis on healthy practices such as exercising and eating right, among other factors. 

He repeated a quote uttered last year by state Health Commissioner Terry Cline, in a warning to lawmakers: "Oklahoma is

about to become the public health joke of the country." 

It's probably safe to take "about to become" out of that observation. 

These health issues are worrisome on several levels, not the least of which is the effect on the current generation. But as

Alberti found, these localized public health trends can have a "multiplier effect," worsening from one generation to the next,

and "even spreading into other regions if left unchecked."

Hope for change?
Alberti observed that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act - known around these parts as ObamaCare - has

provisions that could help improve women's health, but he noted that continuing cuts at the state level along with other

factors have "many public health experts ... worrying that things may get still worse for women." 

One of those "other factors" in places like Oklahoma is the "societal status of women." 

Quoting state Rep. Jeannie McDaniel, D-Tulsa, who has authored a number of unsuccessful health-care bills that would

have improved health outlooks for women: "When women are treated as second-class citizens, then you don't need to think

about our needs as much." She also said the top problem she has faced in trying to push such legislation is that the

measures are seen "as an infringement into the 'sanctity of the family.' " 

Alberti also quoted Judy Waxman, vice president of health and reproductive rights for the National Women's Law Center,

who singled out Oklahoma and Louisiana as examples of states "that just don't seem to care at all." 

"If  they cared, they would have much stronger policies in place." 

So will the new federal policies aimed at improving women's health make much difference here? Hard to say. They are

significant and certainly have that potential: contraceptive coverage; screening for cancer, sexually transmitted infection and

HIV screening; well-woman visits; domestic violence screening and counseling; and services for pregnant women, as well

as other preventive health services. 

But will these preventive efforts be embraced and welcomed, even expanded upon through state initiatives to address

more needs? 

Probably not in the lifetimes of those Oklahoma women whose lifespans are getting shorter.

 
 
 
 
New approach could fix state prison problems 
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by: JULIE DELCOUR Associate Editor

Sunday, June 26, 2011

6/26/2011 3:12:54 AM

If Chicken Little were to declare that the sky is falling in California, he'd be correct given the sheer magnitude of that state's

prison problems. 

Courtesy of the U.S. Supreme Court, over the next two years California must remove tens of thousands of inmates from

prison rolls, a consequence of prison overcrowding so extensive that conditions are violating the Eighth Amendment rule

against cruel and unusual punishment. 

Even before the high court's May ruling, California lawmakers were grappling with the fiscal realities of a corrections

system that has turned into an insatiable monster, pushing the state ever closer to financial collapse. 

Where will the state put 33,000 inmates - 12,000 more than are in the entire Oklahoma prison system - short of dumping

many of them back on the streets? One option is to place some lower-risk, nonviolent felons in county jails, an idea that

one lawyer/blogger likened to "digging a new hole to bury what you've just excavated." 

In their quest for solutions, California leaders are in panic mode. Essentially they're asking "the people to talk about flood

control planning when the levee already is broken." 

That quote comes from Californian Robert Coombs, senior policy analyst and public affairs manager for the Justice Center

at The Council of State Governments. 

Remember Coombs' name because he and Marshall Clement, project director of the Justice Reinvestment project at CSG,

as well as the Justice Reinvestment Working Group, led by Oklahoma House Speaker Kris Steele, might keep Oklahoma

from becoming another California. 

Currently prison capacity is at 96 percent. That's problematic, Steele, said because it means the Department of Corrections

has virtually no room to house new inmates. 

In the past decade, prison appropriations have grown 32 percent, yet Oklahoma still has an "unacceptably high violent

crime rate," Steele, R-Shawnee, said. Meanwhile, 36 other states have reduced their violent crime rates. "I'm not a

chicken-little kind of guy," Steele said, "but I know we cannot continue to go down this path. We're not to the California

point but we're headed there."

Time for recalibration
Oklahoma recently partnered with CSG's Justice Center, the Pew Center on the States and the U.S. Department of

Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance to analyze data to determine the effectiveness of public safety and corrections

policies. Oklahoma is in elite company; only 14 other states have been selected for the project over the past few years. 

In the coming months, experts will analyze data intensely and work with Steele's group to come up with suggested policy

changes to enhance public safety, save the state money, ascertain who needs to be in prison and those who might

represent little to no risk if handled in the community. Everything about the prison system gets examined, including how the

state supervises those thousands of inmates released from prison and why those who need supervision often aren't getting

it once released. 

Five years ago, Texas, a Reinvestment project state, passed corrections reform. Since then the state has saved $1 billion

that was reinvested in reforms and crime prevention. The state's crime rate is its lowest in 20 years. Other states such as

Kansas and Indiana have had similar success. 

The game-changer is showing facts - hard evidence - to the public and policymakers. Debate will follow about what to do

with that evidence and ultimately policy changes will occur. Or, that's at least the hope. 

Oklahoma has momentum. The Legislature, led by Steele, passed landmark prison reform last session that largely got the

governor out of the parole process, changed the way some nonviolent offenders are handled and expanded electronic

surveillance. 

It's a start, and with the Reinvestment project a public dialogue can continue. 

The forthcoming data may change some of the mythology that drives Oklahoma's high rates of incarceration. Data and

discussion could lead to an overhaul of the state's sentencing structure and wiser decisions about how we punish

offenders. 
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This "is an emotional issue," Steele said. Elections are approaching in 2012 and no politician wants to be perceived as soft

on crime. But this project is more than that, he said. "This actually comes down to a matter of public safety." 

There has to be a bipartisan approach, Steele said. "This issue transcends politics. You ought to be interested in this if you

are a fiscal conservative. You should be interested in this if you're a social conservative. And, if you're on the other side

you should be interested." 

Coombs maintains that "Oklahoma still has the freedom (and time) to do some of those kinds of things that will bring

systematic change." 

Let's hope that he's right because his home state, California, is flopping around like a fish - yet to develop a plan that would

bring it into compliance with the court order. California continues to be "underwater" on prison costs. 

Oklahoma has a chance to take a different path, to give up its ranking as first per capita in incarceration of women and fifth

for men. It still has a crack at being led out of the prison wasteland.

 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Phil Cross
Subject: RE: Two things...
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:32:00 AM

Phil, no plan yet approved on health insurance exchange.
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that increases
access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally responsible.
Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what options best
serve their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz

Will look into keystone pipeline. The southern leg has been approved but I don’t know if construction
has started yet

-----Original Message-----
From: Phil Cross [mailto:pcross@sbgnet.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:29 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Two things...

Alex,

First, is there a plan yet approved for the Health Insurance Exchange?

Second, What's the status as far as Oklahoma is concerned on the Keystone Pipeline?  I know that the
whole project is awaiting a decision, but didn't know if the Oklahoma part had already started or if it
had been delayed as well.

Thanks for your help,

Phil Cross
Investigative Reporter
FOX 25
(c) 405-205-9058
pcross@sbgnet.com
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Ugh
Date: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:21:38 AM

I should have briefed her on this bill beforehand. She basically just killed it. She just compared it to
obamacare...

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:16 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Ugh

Sorry, they represent some heavy hitters though

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Ugh

This is a terrible meeting to preempt our thursday meeting.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Ugh
Date: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:27:54 AM

Ya. To be honest I didn't know this was what they wanted to meet about. I knew the opposed the bill
last year but thought they were just coming in to meet w her in general. Oh well, we'll figure it out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:24 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Ugh

Um yes, if you knew that was the purpose of the meeting then yes, you should have. Lesson learned. I
didn’t know they had a specific bill in mind.

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:22 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Ugh

I should have briefed her on this bill beforehand. She basically just killed it. She just compared it to
obamacare...

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:16 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Ugh

Sorry, they represent some heavy hitters though

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Ugh

This is a terrible meeting to preempt our thursday meeting.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Monica Houston
Subject: RE: update - Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:43:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Alex W is staffing.

 

List this producer at Fox as a contact:  Samantha Delpriore; Her cell is 917.499.0471, desk is
212.301.5360.
 

 

From: Monica Houston 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: update - Greta interview tonight
 
Aaron,
Do you have a contact name and telephone number?
 
Thanks!
Monica Houston
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Monica Houston
Subject: update - Greta interview tonight
 
UPDATED time of interview (9:30 pm CST)
 
Location:  Cox Communication Studios, 400 Hudiburg Circle in OKC
 
All times Central:
 
9:15 p.m. – Arrive at Cox Studios
9:30 p.m. – LIVE interview with Greta
9:40 p.m. – Interview concludes
 
Topic:  decision to not pursue a state-based health insurance exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
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On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:42:00 AM

Will do
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:40 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Update on Open Records Requests
 
Give this to her with the talking points too (I think)
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana
Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier;
Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wilfon@KJRH.com"
Subject: Re: Update
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:30:30 AM

All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered
by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as
‘how much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered.
It is disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA
guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that Oklahoma
will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline. Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of
the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the federal
government refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was clearer
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 07:10 AM
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To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Update 
 
Hey Alex … I have a 10am deadline today for getting this story written.  Think we can get that
statement by then?
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: Re: Update
 
Justin - the govis actually going to be out of state most of the week, as are both me and our chief of
staff. Shes travelling to NGA and RGA meetings. Sorry - bad timing. I can get you a statement
tomorrow re: exchanges 
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 09:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Update 
 
Hey Alex… any update on whether you or the governor might be able to talk with us for a few
minutes tomorrow or Wednesday morning?  Even if no decision has been reached by that point,
that's fine.
 
Thanks!
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or
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the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 

Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate on the
basis of race or ethnicity. All advertising sales agreements contain nondiscrimination clauses.

Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate
on the basis of race or ethnicity. All advertising sales agreements contain
nondiscrimination clauses.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Wilfon@KJRH.com"
Subject: Re: Update
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:30:34 AM

Not sure on timing but i no longer believe we will have an announcement from our office today 
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 07:09 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Update 
 
haha … thanks.  A lot of it was from the day we spent with her on the train.  I see she got another
month to decide on the exchange.  Do you think she will decide soon or wait a while?
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: RE: Update
 
Random observation after watching this story: http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/Fallin-
faces-key-decision-on-new-health-care-law
You guys have by far the best B-roll of Gov Fallin
 

From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Update
 
Thank you Alex!  Appreciate it.
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com
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P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:31 AM
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: Re: Update
 
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered
by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as
‘how much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered.
It is disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA
guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that Oklahoma
will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline. Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of
the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the federal
government refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was clearer
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what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 07:10 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Update 
 
Hey Alex … I have a 10am deadline today for getting this story written.  Think we can get that
statement by then?
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: Re: Update
 
Justin - the govis actually going to be out of state most of the week, as are both me and our chief of
staff. Shes travelling to NGA and RGA meetings. Sorry - bad timing. I can get you a statement
tomorrow re: exchanges 
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 09:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Update 
 
Hey Alex… any update on whether you or the governor might be able to talk with us for a few
minutes tomorrow or Wednesday morning?  Even if no decision has been reached by that point,
that's fine.
 
Thanks!
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition
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Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate on the
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Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate on the
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: RE: Update
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:49:00 PM

Random observation after watching this story: http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/Fallin-
faces-key-decision-on-new-health-care-law
You guys have by far the best B-roll of Gov Fallin
 

From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Update
 
Thank you Alex!  Appreciate it.
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:31 AM
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: Re: Update
 
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered
by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
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implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as
‘how much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered.
It is disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal agency
deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After reviewing ACA
guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe it is true that Oklahoma
will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the November 16 deadline. Obama
administration officials have confirmed that, calling the deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of
the confusion surrounding the ACA and health insurance exchanges is the result of the federal
government refusing to answer simple questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was clearer
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 07:10 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Update 
 
Hey Alex … I have a 10am deadline today for getting this story written.  Think we can get that
statement by then?
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Wilfon, Justin
Subject: Re: Update
 
Justin - the govis actually going to be out of state most of the week, as are both me and our chief of
staff. Shes travelling to NGA and RGA meetings. Sorry - bad timing. I can get you a statement
tomorrow re: exchanges 
 
From: Wilfon, Justin [mailto:Wilfon@KJRH.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 09:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Update 
 
Hey Alex… any update on whether you or the governor might be able to talk with us for a few
minutes tomorrow or Wednesday morning?  Even if no decision has been reached by that point,
that's fine.
 
Thanks!
 
Justin Wilfon | KJRH | 2NEWS Today & Midday Anchor
3701 S Peoria Ave | 918 748 1523 tel | 918 748 1436 fax 

Oklahoma's First Station Broadcasting Local News in High Definition

www.kjrh.com

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are

addressed. This communication may contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or

the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and

that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please immediately notify the sender of this e-mail.

 

Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate on the
basis of race or ethnicity. All advertising sales agreements contain nondiscrimination clauses.

Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate on the
basis of race or ethnicity. All advertising sales agreements contain nondiscrimination clauses.

Scripps Media, Inc., certifies that its advertising sales agreements do not discriminate on the
basis of race or ethnicity. All advertising sales agreements contain nondiscrimination clauses.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 9:06:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

That’s the only change you mentioned to me on Friday.

 

From: Mary Fallin 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 9:06 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements
 
Ok to go..
The first paragraph was the only change?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 09:01 AM
To: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Mary Fallin 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements 
 
Governor,
 
This contains your edits to the first possible statement.  Please let us know if you have
other changes.  Thanks
 
 
 

SCOTUS/OBAMACARE DECISION
 

STATEMENTS FOR APPROVAL
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
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bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
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unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:59:45 PM

This is all I have gotten/seen on it.
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 02:37 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion 
 
Oops, forgot about this one last “opt-out” note…
 
If indeed we have to “opt-out” of the expansion, that WILL require some joint agreement from the
legislature which I think needs to be clear in tomorrows meeting with speaker designate and ppt
 
Do we have any other confirmation of this opinion?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 5:07 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
 
Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
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Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 8:17:59 PM

Wow
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion 
 
Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
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Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the

38582

mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org


information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-
mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not
accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:59:45 PM

This is all I have gotten/seen on it.
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 02:37 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion 
 
Oops, forgot about this one last “opt-out” note…
 
If indeed we have to “opt-out” of the expansion, that WILL require some joint agreement from the
legislature which I think needs to be clear in tomorrows meeting with speaker designate and ppt
 
Do we have any other confirmation of this opinion?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 5:07 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
 
Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
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Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 8:48:00 AM

I will work on it today.
 

From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 5:33 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
 
I am not convinced.  The Gov. has the authority that was then delegated to HCA  She also could
 claim it is an unconstitutional authority requiring the legislation, opt out and dare anyone to file a
lawsuit.  Steve, can you research.  This sounds like Howard over lawyering this to me. 

Glenn Coffee

Glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov

 

On Jul 11, 2012, at 8:17 PM, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Wow
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion 
 
Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be
(by county).  There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one
representing 75%, and one at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact,
reduced uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the
second page to explain the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that
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we did use the 2007 economic impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not
available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did talk with the OTC regarding this
and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007, that the number we
have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility
group rather than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we
would probably need legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the
office today of whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
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From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday
morning and will be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if
there is anyway I can the information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your
system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If
verification is required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your
system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If
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verification is required please request a hard-copy version.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:38:00 AM

I’m good.  just so tired all the time… but I feel the same way, better to be busy. But I def need a
vacationJ
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:30 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Busy doesn’t even begin to describe it. But I’d rather be busy than bored any day of the week J
How are you buddy?
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
So how are you? Keeping busy?
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
I guess we will let them work it out J
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Marie Sanderson; Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
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Alex, Aaron – do you have a preference? Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:44 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Do you want to write an approved statement? We are including these in approved blurbs or do you
want us to write one for you based on the data you sent?
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:20 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Hey Lindsay,
 
Attached is Oklahoma’s updated Medicaid costs associated with PPACA.  Sorry it took so long to get
to you. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:21:00 AM

So how are you? Keeping busy?
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
I guess we will let them work it out J
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Marie Sanderson; Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Alex, Aaron – do you have a preference? Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:44 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Do you want to write an approved statement? We are including these in approved blurbs or do you
want us to write one for you based on the data you sent?
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:20 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
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Hey Lindsay,
 
Attached is Oklahoma’s updated Medicaid costs associated with PPACA.  Sorry it took so long to get
to you. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:32:00 AM

It’s so HOT!
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:36 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Completely understand! No problem at all. Hope all is well over in the OK state.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:30 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Sounds good but not sure when we’ll be able to get you this.  We’re completely swamped right now
and our Medicaid agency doesn’t report to us…  We’ll try to get you something.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:30 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
AS,
This is great information. Go Team OK! However, what would be most beneficial is this information
in a narrative that can be easily read and inserted into TPs or PR. Please see below for an example.
 
UTAH
 
The growth in Medicaid is estimated to impact the State of Utah in two ways.  The first impact is
due to the woodwork effect, or effect of forcing low income individuals onto Medicaid because of
the individual mandate to purchase health insurance.  The woodwork effect is forecast to cost the
State of Utah $940 million in the first decade of implementation.  This figure doubles to $1.88 billion
in the next decade, after federal government cost offsets cease.  
 
The second potential fiscal impact to the State of Utah is from the expansion of Medicaid to persons
with income up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level.  This will cost the State approximately
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$240 million in the first decade and $480 million in the next decade.  
 
If the two impacts are summed, the potential total impact to Utah's general fund is approximately
$1.18 billion in the first decade and $2.46 billion in the next decade.  The long term annual impact to
Utah's general fund could approach $240 million per year, or roughly the same size as Utah's entire
corporate income tax revenues per year.
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Hey Lindsay,
 
Attached is Oklahoma’s updated Medicaid costs associated with PPACA.  Sorry it took so long to get
to you. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:30:00 AM

Sounds good but not sure when we’ll be able to get you this.  We’re completely swamped right now
and our Medicaid agency doesn’t report to us…  We’ll try to get you something.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:30 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
AS,
This is great information. Go Team OK! However, what would be most beneficial is this information
in a narrative that can be easily read and inserted into TPs or PR. Please see below for an example.
 
UTAH
 
The growth in Medicaid is estimated to impact the State of Utah in two ways.  The first impact is
due to the woodwork effect, or effect of forcing low income individuals onto Medicaid because of
the individual mandate to purchase health insurance.  The woodwork effect is forecast to cost the
State of Utah $940 million in the first decade of implementation.  This figure doubles to $1.88 billion
in the next decade, after federal government cost offsets cease.  
 
The second potential fiscal impact to the State of Utah is from the expansion of Medicaid to persons
with income up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level.  This will cost the State approximately
$240 million in the first decade and $480 million in the next decade.  
 
If the two impacts are summed, the potential total impact to Utah's general fund is approximately
$1.18 billion in the first decade and $2.46 billion in the next decade.  The long term annual impact to
Utah's general fund could approach $240 million per year, or roughly the same size as Utah's entire
corporate income tax revenues per year.
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
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Hey Lindsay,
 
Attached is Oklahoma’s updated Medicaid costs associated with PPACA.  Sorry it took so long to get
to you. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:51:00 AM

Nice.  I’m going to convention so I can get out of Oklahoma and to trick myself into thinking I got a
vacation.  Probably not going to work.  I am staying that Friday through Monday though in Orlando
with my buddy alex and we’re going to go to the beach and and a theme park or two. Should be fun.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:49 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Me too! I’m not going to convention so that I can go fishin’.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 12:38 PM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
I’m good.  just so tired all the time… but I feel the same way, better to be busy. But I def need a
vacationJ
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:30 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Busy doesn’t even begin to describe it. But I’d rather be busy than bored any day of the week J
How are you buddy?
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 12:22 PM
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To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
So how are you? Keeping busy?
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
I guess we will let them work it out J
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Marie Sanderson; Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Alex, Aaron – do you have a preference? Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 10:44 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Lindsay Russell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Do you want to write an approved statement? We are including these in approved blurbs or do you
want us to write one for you based on the data you sent?
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:20 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
 
Hey Lindsay,
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Attached is Oklahoma’s updated Medicaid costs associated with PPACA.  Sorry it took so long to get
to you. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie missed

something
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:34:00 AM

Thanks. do you have a spreadsheet or something I can share?

FYI we are making this announcement after an 11 AM press conference

 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something
 

I just did a quick verification of facts to double check. 

That estimate was calculated by ohca at 100 percent participation rate. 

7 percent uninsured also from ohca.

Both accurate. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 09:41 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie 
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something 
 
Julie, where is the 475 million figure coming from? Just want to double check since i have seen a lot
of different numbers 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 07:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something 
 
Sorry for repeated emails this morning – the attached incorporates changes by Dr. Cline

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:00 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
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vie missed something
 

Thank you, I cannot tell you how much we appreciate it.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 06:35 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie
missed something 
 
Potential Talking Points

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange or
expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature
remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this
commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the
recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the
smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.  

·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with
healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on
implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final
determination is that this law will not improve the quality and availability of healthcare
services in Oklahoma and cannot be administered in a financially sound or sustainable
manner. 

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to
building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. 
She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop an
Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and
address rising healthcare costs.   

 Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in PPACA.  The
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or
quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of
healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique
needs of their citizens.      

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to
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the Medicaid program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children
to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows
families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage.  These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that
actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase
private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that the failure to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will
jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s DSH payments do not meet the
threshold for significant reduction.     

Insurance Exchange

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility
and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.    

·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the
federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will
likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.           

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?

·         An Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,
we will continue to seek input and guidance from tribal nations and other partners so that
we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create
a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system
of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of
healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to transform the healthcare system into
one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a
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robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the
costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o    Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens

o    Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices

o    Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health

o    Support the purchase of private insurance products where possible

o    Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in
Oklahoma, including;

§  High-risk case management

§  Chronic disease self management

§  Improving care coordination within communities of care

o    Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency
department visits

o    Realign the public health system to support these goals

·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of
uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other
stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie missed

something
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:41:30 AM

Julie, where is the 475 million figure coming from? Just want to double check since i have seen a lot
of different numbers 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 07:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something 
 
Sorry for repeated emails this morning – the attached incorporates changes by Dr. Cline

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:00 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something
 

Thank you, I cannot tell you how much we appreciate it.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 06:35 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie
missed something 
 
Potential Talking Points

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange or
expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature
remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this
commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the
recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the
smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.  

·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with
healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on
implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final
determination is that this law will not improve the quality and availability of healthcare
services in Oklahoma and cannot be administered in a financially sound or sustainable
manner. 

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to
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building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. 
She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop an
Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and
address rising healthcare costs.   

 Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in PPACA.  The
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or
quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of
healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique
needs of their citizens.      

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to
the Medicaid program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children
to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows
families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage.  These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that
actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase
private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that the failure to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will
jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s DSH payments do not meet the
threshold for significant reduction.     

Insurance Exchange

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility
and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is

38607



staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.    

·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the
federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will
likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.           

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?

·         An Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,
we will continue to seek input and guidance from tribal nations and other partners so that
we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create
a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system
of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of
healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to transform the healthcare system into
one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a
robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the
costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o    Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens

o    Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices

o    Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health

o    Support the purchase of private insurance products where possible

o    Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in
Oklahoma, including;

§  High-risk case management

§  Chronic disease self management

§  Improving care coordination within communities of care

o    Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency
department visits

o    Realign the public health system to support these goals

·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of
uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other
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stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met

 

38609



From: Alex Weintz
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie missed

something
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:38:00 AM

Julie can you please call me as soon as you get this?

405-535-7317 thanks

 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something
 

I just did a quick verification of facts to double check. 

That estimate was calculated by ohca at 100 percent participation rate. 

7 percent uninsured also from ohca.

Both accurate. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 09:41 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie 
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something 
 
Julie, where is the 475 million figure coming from? Just want to double check since i have seen a lot
of different numbers 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 07:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
vie missed something 
 
Sorry for repeated emails this morning – the attached incorporates changes by Dr. Cline

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:00 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if
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vie missed something
 

Thank you, I cannot tell you how much we appreciate it.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 06:35 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie
missed something 
 
Potential Talking Points

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange or
expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature
remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this
commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the
recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the
smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.  

·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with
healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on
implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final
determination is that this law will not improve the quality and availability of healthcare
services in Oklahoma and cannot be administered in a financially sound or sustainable
manner. 

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to
building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. 
She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop an
Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and
address rising healthcare costs.   

 Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in PPACA.  The
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or
quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of
healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique
needs of their citizens.      

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to
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the Medicaid program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children
to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows
families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage.  These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that
actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase
private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that the failure to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will
jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s DSH payments do not meet the
threshold for significant reduction.     

Insurance Exchange

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility
and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.    

·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the
federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will
likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.           

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?

·         An Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,
we will continue to seek input and guidance from tribal nations and other partners so that
we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create
a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system
of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of
healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to transform the healthcare system into
one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a
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robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the
costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o    Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens

o    Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices

o    Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health

o    Support the purchase of private insurance products where possible

o    Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in
Oklahoma, including;

§  High-risk case management

§  Chronic disease self management

§  Improving care coordination within communities of care

o    Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency
department visits

o    Realign the public health system to support these goals

·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of
uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other
stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met
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From: Derek Lieser
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Nicole Prieto Johns
Subject: RE: Updated: OHX: Steering Committee
Date: Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:06:48 AM

Andrew,
 
Thanks for the email. We look forward to working with you on this project. Although today’s
meeting has been canceled, the meetings for the Steering Committee are the first Thursday of
every month (reflected on our Outlook invite).
 
I’ll work with everyone to set up a new date/time later this week. In the mean time could you
send Nicole and I your contact information and we’ll make sure and add you to the list.
 
Respectfully,
Derek
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Office: 405.522.7270
 
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:56 AM
To: Derek Lieser
Subject: Accepted: Updated: OHX: Steering Committee
When: Occurs the first Thursday of every 1 month effective 2/3/2011 until 12/1/2011 from 1:00 PM to
2:00 PM Central Standard Time.
Where: Conf Rm-Hawaii
 
 
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for 14055228878
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:10:24 AM

Thanks

 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:10 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for
14055228878 
 
Dana with news 9
 
Doing a story about Obamacare and Oklahoma’s plan.
 
464-2059
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:07 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for
14055228878
 
Will you give me the run down on this message? Thanks

 

From: EVMSTT@osf.ok.gov [mailto:EVMSTT@osf.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for 14055228878 
 

Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM

Attachment(s):

·  Voice Message (23 sec)

Delete this message from my Voice Mailbox

Mark this message read in my Voice Mailbox

Mailbox currently contains 3 New and 2 Old messages.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for 14055228878
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:10:00 AM

Dana with news 9
 
Doing a story about Obamacare and Oklahoma’s plan.
 
464-2059
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:07 AM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for
14055228878
 
Will you give me the run down on this message? Thanks

 

From: EVMSTT@osf.ok.gov [mailto:EVMSTT@osf.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:05 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM for 14055228878 
 

Voice Message from +14058436641(14058436641) on 11/15/12 11:05 AM

Attachment(s):

·  Voice Message (23 sec)

Delete this message from my Voice Mailbox

Mark this message read in my Voice Mailbox

Mailbox currently contains 3 New and 2 Old messages.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Wash Times question re: health xchange
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:51:00 PM

I can't find the old release anywhere

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:08 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Wash Times question re: health xchange

Please see the notes below.  Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: contact information

Can you work with katie on this? He wants to know what specific regulations we would have avoided by
returning the health xchange money. I think its not abt avoiding specific regs as it is a broader
opposition to an xchange market that we assume will be heavily regulated and tied to obamacare.
Possible such a system will be handed to us anyway but didn't want to aquiesce while still being
challenged in court.

Deadline cob tomorrow. Thx

----- Original Message -----
From: Stephen Dinan [mailto:sdinan@washingtontimes.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 03:59 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: contact information

No, story is likely to run Friday, so no rush for tonight.

Thanks again, and have a safe flight,

Stephen

On Aug 17, 2011, at 4:59 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:

> Got it. We are abt to get on a plane (I hope). Can we talk later in 
> the week or do you need this for tomorrow.
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Stephen Dinan [mailto:sdinan@washingtontimes.com]
> Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 03:55 PM
> To: Alex Weintz
> Subject: Re: contact information
>
>
> Well, just whatever specific regulations you guys might have ducked
> out of by declining the money earlier this year.
>
> On Aug 17, 2011, at 4:54 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:
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>
>> Got it, thank you. Are you waiting on any other info from us?
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Stephen Dinan [mailto:sdinan@washingtontimes.com]
>> Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 03:37 PM
>> To: Alex Weintz
>> Subject: contact information
>>
>> Hi Alex,
>>
>> This is Stephen Dinan from the Washington Times. Here's all my
>> contact information. Thanks again for setting all this up.
>>
>> Stephen
>>
>> Stephen Dinan
>> Washington Times
>> 202 488 0643
>> sdinan@washingtontimes.com
>>
>>
>> The information contained in this electronic transmission is
>> intended for the exclusive use of the
>> individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information
>> that is privileged and
>> confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the
>> reader of this transmission
>> is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
>> dissemination, distribution or copying
>> of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any
>> unauthorized copying, disclosure or
>> distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is
>> strictly forbidden.
>>
>>
>
>
>
> The information contained in this electronic transmission is 
> intended for the exclusive use of the
> individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information 
> that is privileged and
> confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the 
> reader of this transmission
> is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
> dissemination, distribution or copying
> of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any 
> unauthorized copying, disclosure or
> distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is 
> strictly forbidden.
>
>

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
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of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.

38619



From: Penn, Stephanie (McConnell)
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Brumas, Michael (McConnell); Moore, Allison (McConnell); Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Weekly Republican Address
Date: Thursday, April 05, 2012 9:56:41 AM

Hi Alex,
Below is an example of what the final release will be for Governor Fallin’s Weekly Republican Address. 
I will draft the release later today and will send the draft to you for your approval.
Would you like “Oklahoma City, OK” for the dateline?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Stephanie
 
From: Communications Center 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 4:09 PM
To: Communications Center
Subject: U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell Delivers Weekly Republican Address
 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, March 24, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell Delivers
Weekly Republican Address

‘President Obama was right to attempt a reform; he joined a long list of
members of both parties who want to see our health care system improved. But
Obamacare clearly isn’t the answer. And two years after its passage, Americans

have now come to their own conclusion. They don’t like it, they think it’s
unconstitutional, and they want it repealed. The time has come to clear the way
and start over, to replace this unconstitutional law with common-sense, step-by-

step reforms that lower costs and Americans support.’
 

WASHINGTON, DC – To mark the second anniversary of Obamacare, Senate Republican Leader Mitch
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McConnell (R-Kentucky) delivers the Weekly Republican Address, calling for repeal and replacement of
the Democrats’ health care law. On the eve of next week’s historic Supreme Court arguments on the
constitutionality of the law, McConnell says it’s time to replace Obamacare with common-sense reforms
Americans want, reforms that lower costs and which put health care back in the hands of individuals and
their doctors, rather than Washington bureaucrats.  The Weekly Republican Address is available in both
audio and video format and is embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET, Saturday, March 24, 2012. The audio of
the address is available here, the video will be available here and you may download the address here.
A full transcript of the address follows:
 
“Hello. I’m Mitch McConnell, U.S. Senator from Kentucky and the Republican Leader of the United
States Senate.

“A little more than two years ago, at a moment when Americans were just learning some of the details
of President Obama’s proposed health care law, the former Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, made
a comment that’s really come to embody the Washington mentality for many Americans.

“Commenting on the questions that many Americans had been voicing about the President’s health care
bill, former Speaker Pelosi said that Congress would have to pass it in order to find out what was in it.

“Well, two years have gone by and this is what we know: the President was certainly right to join a call
for health care reform. But the giant bill that he and others rammed through Congress has made things
worse.

“That’s why, as we mark the two-year anniversary of the signing of Obamacare this week, Republicans
in Congress are more committed than ever to repealing this unconstitutional law and replacing it with the
kind of common-sense reforms Americans really want, reforms that actually lower costs, and which put
health care back in the hands of individuals and their doctors, rather than unaccountable bureaucrats
here in Washington.

“As it happens, this year’s anniversary happens to fall on the eve of historic Supreme Court arguments
on Obamacare. Beginning on Monday, the nation’s highest court will hold three days of arguments to
decide, among other things, whether the law’s mandate that Americans must buy government-approved
health insurance is consistent with the U.S. Constitution. As one of many public officials who filed a brief
before the court opposing this bill, I believe it isn’t. But even if the court disagrees with me, the
consequences of this bill are reason enough to make repeal a top priority.

“As we look back at how we got to where we are today, most people would probably agree that
America’s health care system has been in critical need of reform for years. Among other problems were
the rising costs of health care for families, job creators and taxpayers, the exposure of too many families
to potentially catastrophic health care costs, and the lack of coverage for millions of Americans.

“Yet rather than solving the most pressing problems in the old system, the Democrats’ partisan health
care law has made many of those problems far worse. Costs and premiums are rising, Medicare has
been raided, states now struggle to keep pace with even costlier federal mandates than before, and the
economy is being sapped as new mandates hold back employers from creating new jobs.

“What’s more, Americans continue to oppose Obamacare in large numbers.  A recent USA
Today/Gallup poll showed that 72 percent of Americans, including most Democrats, believe the
government mandate to buy health insurance violates the Constitution. This, along with a growing list of
unintended consequences and broken promises, are causing many of its original supporters to take
another look.

“Far from curing a rise in health care costs, Obamacare is now expected to increase health care
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spending by more than a quarter of a trillion dollars, and federal health care spending and subsidies by
nearly $400 billion. Health care premiums for American families are expected to skyrocket by $2100 per
year.

“And the White House has now admitted what they refused to acknowledge when they forced it into law:
a key component of their deficit reduction claims, the CLASS Act, which is designed to deal with long-
term care, can’t possibly be implemented in a financially sustainable way.

“Now they tell us.

“As for the law’s broader impact on the economy, here too the reality has proven far less appealing
than the President’s rhetoric. According to the director of the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office,
Obamacare means 800,000 fewer jobs over the next decade. One recent private sector analysis
concluded that the President's health care law is ‘arguably the biggest impediment to hiring, particularly
hiring of less skilled workers’.

“States have their own challenges. Many couldn’t afford federal health care mandates before
Obamacare mandated dramatic increases in Medicaid rolls — and the costs to pay for it. Needless to
say, even if states are able to meet the costs of covering as many as 25 million more Medicaid patients,
the quality of care for those who rely on Medicaid would almost certainly suffer.

“In my own state of Kentucky, an estimated 387,000 more people will be forced into Medicaid — at a
time when the state is already struggling to provide benefits to the recipients who are currently enrolled. 
Kentucky’s governor — a Democrat — is on record saying he has no idea, no idea how Kentucky will
meet its responsibilities if this law forces several hundred thousand more people into the state’s
Medicaid program. The math just doesn’t add up.

“And then there are America’s seniors, millions of whom have learned since the passage of this bill that
the health care they have and like won’t necessarily be there in its current form for them anymore.

“President Obama was right to attempt a reform; he joined a long list of members of both parties who
want to see our health care system improved. But Obamacare clearly isn’t the answer. And two years
after its passage, Americans have now come to their own conclusion. They don’t like it, they think it’s
unconstitutional, and they want it repealed.

“The time has come to clear the way and start over, to replace this unconstitutional law with common-
sense, step-by-step reforms that lower costs and Americans support.”

 
###

SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
202.228.NEWS

 

38622



From: Alex Weintz
To: Penn, Stephanie (McConnell)
Cc: Brumas, Michael (McConnell); Moore, Allison (McConnell); Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Weekly Republican Address
Date: Thursday, April 05, 2012 2:44:00 PM

Yes, that would be great, thanks.
 
Can I tell our media guys they will get an embargoed copy tomorrow afternoon?
 

From: Penn, Stephanie (McConnell) [mailto:Stephanie_Penn@mcconnell.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Brumas, Michael (McConnell); Moore, Allison (McConnell); Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Weekly Republican Address
 
Hi Alex,
Below is an example of what the final release will be for Governor Fallin’s Weekly Republican Address. 
I will draft the release later today and will send the draft to you for your approval.
Would you like “Oklahoma City, OK” for the dateline?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Stephanie
 
From: Communications Center 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 4:09 PM
To: Communications Center
Subject: U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell Delivers Weekly Republican Address
 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, March 24, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell Delivers
Weekly Republican Address

‘President Obama was right to attempt a reform; he joined a long list of
members of both parties who want to see our health care system improved. But
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Obamacare clearly isn’t the answer. And two years after its passage, Americans
have now come to their own conclusion. They don’t like it, they think it’s

unconstitutional, and they want it repealed. The time has come to clear the way
and start over, to replace this unconstitutional law with common-sense, step-by-

step reforms that lower costs and Americans support.’
 

WASHINGTON, DC – To mark the second anniversary of Obamacare, Senate Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Kentucky) delivers the Weekly Republican Address, calling for repeal and replacement of
the Democrats’ health care law. On the eve of next week’s historic Supreme Court arguments on the
constitutionality of the law, McConnell says it’s time to replace Obamacare with common-sense reforms
Americans want, reforms that lower costs and which put health care back in the hands of individuals and
their doctors, rather than Washington bureaucrats.  The Weekly Republican Address is available in both
audio and video format and is embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET, Saturday, March 24, 2012. The audio of
the address is available here, the video will be available here and you may download the address here.
A full transcript of the address follows:
 
“Hello. I’m Mitch McConnell, U.S. Senator from Kentucky and the Republican Leader of the United
States Senate.

“A little more than two years ago, at a moment when Americans were just learning some of the details
of President Obama’s proposed health care law, the former Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, made
a comment that’s really come to embody the Washington mentality for many Americans.

“Commenting on the questions that many Americans had been voicing about the President’s health care
bill, former Speaker Pelosi said that Congress would have to pass it in order to find out what was in it.

“Well, two years have gone by and this is what we know: the President was certainly right to join a call
for health care reform. But the giant bill that he and others rammed through Congress has made things
worse.

“That’s why, as we mark the two-year anniversary of the signing of Obamacare this week, Republicans
in Congress are more committed than ever to repealing this unconstitutional law and replacing it with the
kind of common-sense reforms Americans really want, reforms that actually lower costs, and which put
health care back in the hands of individuals and their doctors, rather than unaccountable bureaucrats
here in Washington.

“As it happens, this year’s anniversary happens to fall on the eve of historic Supreme Court arguments
on Obamacare. Beginning on Monday, the nation’s highest court will hold three days of arguments to
decide, among other things, whether the law’s mandate that Americans must buy government-approved
health insurance is consistent with the U.S. Constitution. As one of many public officials who filed a brief
before the court opposing this bill, I believe it isn’t. But even if the court disagrees with me, the
consequences of this bill are reason enough to make repeal a top priority.

“As we look back at how we got to where we are today, most people would probably agree that
America’s health care system has been in critical need of reform for years. Among other problems were
the rising costs of health care for families, job creators and taxpayers, the exposure of too many families
to potentially catastrophic health care costs, and the lack of coverage for millions of Americans.

“Yet rather than solving the most pressing problems in the old system, the Democrats’ partisan health
care law has made many of those problems far worse. Costs and premiums are rising, Medicare has
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been raided, states now struggle to keep pace with even costlier federal mandates than before, and the
economy is being sapped as new mandates hold back employers from creating new jobs.

“What’s more, Americans continue to oppose Obamacare in large numbers.  A recent USA
Today/Gallup poll showed that 72 percent of Americans, including most Democrats, believe the
government mandate to buy health insurance violates the Constitution. This, along with a growing list of
unintended consequences and broken promises, are causing many of its original supporters to take
another look.

“Far from curing a rise in health care costs, Obamacare is now expected to increase health care
spending by more than a quarter of a trillion dollars, and federal health care spending and subsidies by
nearly $400 billion. Health care premiums for American families are expected to skyrocket by $2100 per
year.

“And the White House has now admitted what they refused to acknowledge when they forced it into law:
a key component of their deficit reduction claims, the CLASS Act, which is designed to deal with long-
term care, can’t possibly be implemented in a financially sustainable way.

“Now they tell us.

“As for the law’s broader impact on the economy, here too the reality has proven far less appealing
than the President’s rhetoric. According to the director of the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office,
Obamacare means 800,000 fewer jobs over the next decade. One recent private sector analysis
concluded that the President's health care law is ‘arguably the biggest impediment to hiring, particularly
hiring of less skilled workers’.

“States have their own challenges. Many couldn’t afford federal health care mandates before
Obamacare mandated dramatic increases in Medicaid rolls — and the costs to pay for it. Needless to
say, even if states are able to meet the costs of covering as many as 25 million more Medicaid patients,
the quality of care for those who rely on Medicaid would almost certainly suffer.

“In my own state of Kentucky, an estimated 387,000 more people will be forced into Medicaid — at a
time when the state is already struggling to provide benefits to the recipients who are currently enrolled. 
Kentucky’s governor — a Democrat — is on record saying he has no idea, no idea how Kentucky will
meet its responsibilities if this law forces several hundred thousand more people into the state’s
Medicaid program. The math just doesn’t add up.

“And then there are America’s seniors, millions of whom have learned since the passage of this bill that
the health care they have and like won’t necessarily be there in its current form for them anymore.

“President Obama was right to attempt a reform; he joined a long list of members of both parties who
want to see our health care system improved. But Obamacare clearly isn’t the answer. And two years
after its passage, Americans have now come to their own conclusion. They don’t like it, they think it’s
unconstitutional, and they want it repealed.

“The time has come to clear the way and start over, to replace this unconstitutional law with common-
sense, step-by-step reforms that lower costs and Americans support.”

 
###

SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
202.228.NEWS
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "Stephanie_Penn@mcconnell.senate.gov"
Subject: Re: Weekly Republican Address
Date: Thursday, April 05, 2012 10:43:25 AM

Did you receive the video of gov fallin? Our studio wanted to know if they need to resend. Thanks
 
From: Penn, Stephanie (McConnell) [mailto:Stephanie_Penn@mcconnell.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2012 09:56 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Brumas, Michael (McConnell) <Michael_Brumas@mcconnell.senate.gov>; Moore, Allison (McConnell)
<Allison_Moore@mcconnell.senate.gov>; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: Weekly Republican Address 
 
Hi Alex,
Below is an example of what the final release will be for Governor Fallin’s Weekly Republican Address. 
I will draft the release later today and will send the draft to you for your approval.
Would you like “Oklahoma City, OK” for the dateline?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Stephanie
 
From: Communications Center 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 4:09 PM
To: Communications Center
Subject: U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell Delivers Weekly Republican Address
 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, March 24, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell Delivers
Weekly Republican Address

‘President Obama was right to attempt a reform; he joined a long list of
members of both parties who want to see our health care system improved. But
Obamacare clearly isn’t the answer. And two years after its passage, Americans

have now come to their own conclusion. They don’t like it, they think it’s
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unconstitutional, and they want it repealed. The time has come to clear the way
and start over, to replace this unconstitutional law with common-sense, step-by-

step reforms that lower costs and Americans support.’
 

WASHINGTON, DC – To mark the second anniversary of Obamacare, Senate Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Kentucky) delivers the Weekly Republican Address, calling for repeal and replacement of
the Democrats’ health care law. On the eve of next week’s historic Supreme Court arguments on the
constitutionality of the law, McConnell says it’s time to replace Obamacare with common-sense reforms
Americans want, reforms that lower costs and which put health care back in the hands of individuals and
their doctors, rather than Washington bureaucrats.  The Weekly Republican Address is available in both
audio and video format and is embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET, Saturday, March 24, 2012. The audio of
the address is available here, the video will be available here and you may download the address here.
A full transcript of the address follows:
 
“Hello. I’m Mitch McConnell, U.S. Senator from Kentucky and the Republican Leader of the United
States Senate.

“A little more than two years ago, at a moment when Americans were just learning some of the details
of President Obama’s proposed health care law, the former Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, made
a comment that’s really come to embody the Washington mentality for many Americans.

“Commenting on the questions that many Americans had been voicing about the President’s health care
bill, former Speaker Pelosi said that Congress would have to pass it in order to find out what was in it.

“Well, two years have gone by and this is what we know: the President was certainly right to join a call
for health care reform. But the giant bill that he and others rammed through Congress has made things
worse.

“That’s why, as we mark the two-year anniversary of the signing of Obamacare this week, Republicans
in Congress are more committed than ever to repealing this unconstitutional law and replacing it with the
kind of common-sense reforms Americans really want, reforms that actually lower costs, and which put
health care back in the hands of individuals and their doctors, rather than unaccountable bureaucrats
here in Washington.

“As it happens, this year’s anniversary happens to fall on the eve of historic Supreme Court arguments
on Obamacare. Beginning on Monday, the nation’s highest court will hold three days of arguments to
decide, among other things, whether the law’s mandate that Americans must buy government-approved
health insurance is consistent with the U.S. Constitution. As one of many public officials who filed a brief
before the court opposing this bill, I believe it isn’t. But even if the court disagrees with me, the
consequences of this bill are reason enough to make repeal a top priority.

“As we look back at how we got to where we are today, most people would probably agree that
America’s health care system has been in critical need of reform for years. Among other problems were
the rising costs of health care for families, job creators and taxpayers, the exposure of too many families
to potentially catastrophic health care costs, and the lack of coverage for millions of Americans.

“Yet rather than solving the most pressing problems in the old system, the Democrats’ partisan health
care law has made many of those problems far worse. Costs and premiums are rising, Medicare has
been raided, states now struggle to keep pace with even costlier federal mandates than before, and the
economy is being sapped as new mandates hold back employers from creating new jobs.
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“What’s more, Americans continue to oppose Obamacare in large numbers.  A recent USA
Today/Gallup poll showed that 72 percent of Americans, including most Democrats, believe the
government mandate to buy health insurance violates the Constitution. This, along with a growing list of
unintended consequences and broken promises, are causing many of its original supporters to take
another look.

“Far from curing a rise in health care costs, Obamacare is now expected to increase health care
spending by more than a quarter of a trillion dollars, and federal health care spending and subsidies by
nearly $400 billion. Health care premiums for American families are expected to skyrocket by $2100 per
year.

“And the White House has now admitted what they refused to acknowledge when they forced it into law:
a key component of their deficit reduction claims, the CLASS Act, which is designed to deal with long-
term care, can’t possibly be implemented in a financially sustainable way.

“Now they tell us.

“As for the law’s broader impact on the economy, here too the reality has proven far less appealing
than the President’s rhetoric. According to the director of the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office,
Obamacare means 800,000 fewer jobs over the next decade. One recent private sector analysis
concluded that the President's health care law is ‘arguably the biggest impediment to hiring, particularly
hiring of less skilled workers’.

“States have their own challenges. Many couldn’t afford federal health care mandates before
Obamacare mandated dramatic increases in Medicaid rolls — and the costs to pay for it. Needless to
say, even if states are able to meet the costs of covering as many as 25 million more Medicaid patients,
the quality of care for those who rely on Medicaid would almost certainly suffer.

“In my own state of Kentucky, an estimated 387,000 more people will be forced into Medicaid — at a
time when the state is already struggling to provide benefits to the recipients who are currently enrolled. 
Kentucky’s governor — a Democrat — is on record saying he has no idea, no idea how Kentucky will
meet its responsibilities if this law forces several hundred thousand more people into the state’s
Medicaid program. The math just doesn’t add up.

“And then there are America’s seniors, millions of whom have learned since the passage of this bill that
the health care they have and like won’t necessarily be there in its current form for them anymore.

“President Obama was right to attempt a reform; he joined a long list of members of both parties who
want to see our health care system improved. But Obamacare clearly isn’t the answer. And two years
after its passage, Americans have now come to their own conclusion. They don’t like it, they think it’s
unconstitutional, and they want it repealed.

“The time has come to clear the way and start over, to replace this unconstitutional law with common-
sense, step-by-step reforms that lower costs and Americans support.”

 
###

SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
202.228.NEWS
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To: Media [GO]; Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]; "Adam.nordstrom "; "Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov"
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: WI and OK
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 1:15:06 PM

________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 14, 2011
State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that Oklahoma
will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the establishment of a federal
health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care exchange
while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance Private Enterprise
Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and legislation passed by the
Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable, private, portable health insurance
plans through a free market-based network that offers choice and competition to consumers.  The
network will be governed by a board consisting of a majority of members from the private sector and
chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The network will be funded through state or private resources.
The state will not accept the $54 million Early Innovator Grant.
Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal from the
very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care exchange in
Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict safeguards to prevent the
implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively laying out the framework for a free
market-based network that will empower consumers by providing a place for individuals, families and
small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health insurance plans.”
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to make all
options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information necessary to
make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help people identify a
health plan that best fits their individual needs.”
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only offers the
people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive strategy that
protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution and federalism at
work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit participation, it will
increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to shop for their best option.” 

###

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Media [GO] [mailto:Media@ks.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]; 'Adam.nordstrom ';
'Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: WI and OK
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Thanks for the headsup katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:14 PM
To: Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]; 'Adam.nordstrom ' <
Media [GO]; 'Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov' <Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Re: WI and OK

We moved the press conference up to preempt the opposition groups, so the announcement has been
made. The release has not gone out yet, but we will send it to you as soon as it is finalized. Thanks,
Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO] [mailto:Sherriene.Jones-Sontag@ks.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Adam Nordstrom <  Katie Altshuler; Media [GO] <Media@ks.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: WI and OK

Hi Katie -

Would you make sure to copy me at media@ks.gov as well?  I'm about to hit the road for our afternoon
newser and that's the email address that goes to my state cell phone....

Thanks so much,

Sherriene

Sherriene Jones-Sontag
Office of Governor Sam Brownback
Communications Director/Press Secretary
785.368.7138 (office)
785.338.3015 (mobile)
Media@ks.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Adam Nordstrom [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:00 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: WI and OK

Thank you.  Please copy Sherriene, copied above - she handles press for Gov. Brownback.  Landon and
I may be in other meetings.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:50 AM
To: Adam Nordstrom
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: WI and OK

Yes, we will send you the release as soon as it is finalized. Thanks, Katie
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----- Original Message -----
From: Adam Nordstrom [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 07:47 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: WI and OK

Gov. Brownback is doing a press conference at 2pm on unrelated issues - can you give me a sneak
peak of Gov. Fallin's 1pm statements so we don't step on your line if we get a question about it?
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To: Media [GO]; Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]; "Adam.nordstrom "; "Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov"
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: WI and OK
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 1:15:06 PM

________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 14, 2011
State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that Oklahoma
will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the establishment of a federal
health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding specific
safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health care exchange
while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health Insurance Private Enterprise
Network, based on a concept by the conservative Heritage Foundation and legislation passed by the
Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access to affordable, private, portable health insurance
plans through a free market-based network that offers choice and competition to consumers.  The
network will be governed by a board consisting of a majority of members from the private sector and
chaired by the Insurance Commissioner.  The network will be funded through state or private resources.
The state will not accept the $54 million Early Innovator Grant.
Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my goal from the
very beginning:  stopping the implementation of the president’s federal health care exchange in
Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict safeguards to prevent the
implementation of the federal health care exchange while definitively laying out the framework for a free
market-based network that will empower consumers by providing a place for individuals, families and
small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health insurance plans.”
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “Health care coverage is not a one-size-fits-all issue. We need to make all
options available to the people. The goal is to equip Oklahomans with the information necessary to
make wise decisions. The network will provide a user-friendly tool intended to help people identify a
health plan that best fits their individual needs.”
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only offers the
people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a defensive strategy that
protects Oklahoma from the federal health care law.  This is Oklahoma’s solution and federalism at
work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free market; it will not limit participation, it will
increase competition among private plans and offer consumers the ability to shop for their best option.” 

###

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Media [GO] [mailto:Media@ks.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]; 'Adam.nordstrom ';
'Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: WI and OK
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Thanks for the headsup katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:14 PM
To: Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]; 'Adam.nordstrom ' <Adam.nordstrom >;
Media [GO]; 'Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov' <Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Re: WI and OK

We moved the press conference up to preempt the opposition groups, so the announcement has been
made. The release has not gone out yet, but we will send it to you as soon as it is finalized. Thanks,
Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO] [mailto:Sherriene.Jones-Sontag@ks.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Adam Nordstrom <  Katie Altshuler; Media [GO] <Media@ks.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: WI and OK

Hi Katie -

Would you make sure to copy me at media@ks.gov as well?  I'm about to hit the road for our afternoon
newser and that's the email address that goes to my state cell phone....

Thanks so much,

Sherriene

Sherriene Jones-Sontag
Office of Governor Sam Brownback
Communications Director/Press Secretary
785.368.7138 (office)
785.338.3015 (mobile)
Media@ks.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Adam Nordstrom [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:00 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Jones-Sontag, Sherriene [GO]
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: WI and OK

Thank you.  Please copy Sherriene, copied above - she handles press for Gov. Brownback.  Landon and
I may be in other meetings.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:50 AM
To: Adam Nordstrom
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: WI and OK

Yes, we will send you the release as soon as it is finalized. Thanks, Katie
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----- Original Message -----
From: Adam Nordstrom [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 07:47 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: WI and OK

Gov. Brownback is doing a press conference at 2pm on unrelated issues - can you give me a sneak
peak of Gov. Fallin's 1pm statements so we don't step on your line if we get a question about it?
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:21:00 PM

Thanks man – sorry to be a pain. This place is insane. Deadline for Obamacare decision on exchange,
etc. is tomorrow. We’re getting literally hundreds of calls. 
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:20 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Like a boss.
 
And I’ll let you know the final details from Tammie re: times.
 
I’ll put all the emails together and send to you in one email.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:18 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Already did it – see attached. Ill change the date if we move it to Monday. Otherwise I’ll send
everything out tomorrow.
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
I’m working on the other stuff.  See if you’re ok with this
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:16 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
I’ll take care of getting the letter on our letterhead, etc.
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Most of what we need are really communication details, so if you’d prefer I work with
Alex/Aaron/Alex, just forward this along.
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*When does this go out?  Tomorrow or Monday?  I will be out of pocket tomorrow from 10:00am to
1:30pm at that CNG event in Norman.
 
*What is going to be the method of distribution:  I propose the letter is attached to an email from
the Governor to Carolyn Stager (OML), Gayle Ward (ACCO), Cheryl Taylor (OARC), Dr. Glen Johnson
(Regents), John Morrison, cc: Preston (all state fleet purchasing entities); Dr. Janet Barresi
(Superintendents), Steve Lalli (Oklahoma Transit Association).  The email would ask that they
forward to their respective distribution lists, include the date of the event, and request an RSVP
from their distribution contacts.   Or for statewide purposes, would you prefer this goes through
each cabinet secretary?  I think that if it is likely each cabinet secretary will be in attendance that this
would be the preferred method; otherwise, using the fleet distribution list will be the most efficient.
 
*We need some extra revisions to the letter Alex looked at this morning.  The headings need to be
stricken since it won’t end up being personalized, it needs a more generic salutation, and there
needs to be an RSVP request.  (my proposed changes attached).  And once it’s finalized, can you
guys put this on GMF letterhead and include her signature?
 
*I’ve emailed Tammie, but the 1:30pm – 4:00pm time slot needs to be confirmed before this goes
out.  I believe the cabinet meeting is scheduled from 9:00am – 2:00pm, so it might be necessary to
push this all back one hour.
 
Thanks,
Jay
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:41 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Is it going to create more work? haha
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:30 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: you free for a call?
 
 
 
Jay Albert
Deputy Secretary of Energy
State of Oklahoma
 
100 N. Broadway
Suite 1880
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Office: (405) 600-1981
Fax: (405) 285-9212
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jay.albert@doe.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:52:00 PM

Ok but just a heads up – we are swamped with Obamacare stuff right now. they wont respond and
they are all going to be out of town until Monday.  I’ll try tho.  Sorry, its just bad timing.
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:50 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
I put it all in an email I’m about to send, you can just pass to the press folks, since I think it’s really
their deal.  Just reviewing the ltr one last time.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:49 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Can we do it tomorrow? 
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:41 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
yes
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:41 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Is it going to create more work? haha
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:30 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: you free for a call?
 
 
 
Jay Albert
Deputy Secretary of Energy
State of Oklahoma
 
100 N. Broadway
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Suite 1880
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Office: (405) 600-1981
Fax: (405) 285-9212
jay.albert@doe.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:33:00 PM

That’s fine
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:25 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
What do you think about just doing this Monday?  I’m already feeling uneasy about rushing this
tomorrow morning.  Friday afternoons are never good.  And Mike is in Tulsa today, this evening, and
tomorrow and it would be good to get him to take one final look at this.  Also, to not have to redo
everything if we have to change times due to scheduling.
 
I can call all of the folks tomorrow to give them a heads up it will be coming out Monday so they can
be prepared to forward to their distribution lists.
 
Plus, I’m going to be following up with phone calls to everyone we send this to, so this won’t be the
only shot at outreach.
 
Or we’ll make tomorrow work.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Thanks man – sorry to be a pain. This place is insane. Deadline for Obamacare decision on exchange,
etc. is tomorrow. We’re getting literally hundreds of calls. 
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:20 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Like a boss.
 
And I’ll let you know the final details from Tammie re: times.
 
I’ll put all the emails together and send to you in one email.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:18 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 

38640

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Jay.Albert@doe.ok.gov


Already did it – see attached. Ill change the date if we move it to Monday. Otherwise I’ll send
everything out tomorrow.
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
I’m working on the other stuff.  See if you’re ok with this
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:16 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
I’ll take care of getting the letter on our letterhead, etc.
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Most of what we need are really communication details, so if you’d prefer I work with
Alex/Aaron/Alex, just forward this along.
 
*When does this go out?  Tomorrow or Monday?  I will be out of pocket tomorrow from 10:00am to
1:30pm at that CNG event in Norman.
 
*What is going to be the method of distribution:  I propose the letter is attached to an email from
the Governor to Carolyn Stager (OML), Gayle Ward (ACCO), Cheryl Taylor (OARC), Dr. Glen Johnson
(Regents), John Morrison, cc: Preston (all state fleet purchasing entities); Dr. Janet Barresi
(Superintendents), Steve Lalli (Oklahoma Transit Association).  The email would ask that they
forward to their respective distribution lists, include the date of the event, and request an RSVP
from their distribution contacts.   Or for statewide purposes, would you prefer this goes through
each cabinet secretary?  I think that if it is likely each cabinet secretary will be in attendance that this
would be the preferred method; otherwise, using the fleet distribution list will be the most efficient.
 
*We need some extra revisions to the letter Alex looked at this morning.  The headings need to be
stricken since it won’t end up being personalized, it needs a more generic salutation, and there
needs to be an RSVP request.  (my proposed changes attached).  And once it’s finalized, can you
guys put this on GMF letterhead and include her signature?
 
*I’ve emailed Tammie, but the 1:30pm – 4:00pm time slot needs to be confirmed before this goes
out.  I believe the cabinet meeting is scheduled from 9:00am – 2:00pm, so it might be necessary to
push this all back one hour.
 
Thanks,
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Jay
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:41 PM
To: Jay Albert
Subject: RE: you free for a call?
 
Is it going to create more work? haha
 

From: Jay Albert 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:30 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: you free for a call?
 
 
 
Jay Albert
Deputy Secretary of Energy
State of Oklahoma
 
100 N. Broadway
Suite 1880
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Office: (405) 600-1981
Fax: (405) 285-9212
jay.albert@doe.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "ZCampfield@opubco.com"
Subject: Re:
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 5:35:12 PM

Whats the best number to get u at 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 05:26 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: 
 
Yes, for tommorrow. I'll be here another hour or so.

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 5:07 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE: 

Are you writing this for tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:24 PM
To: 'Zeke Campfield'
Subject: RE:
 
Check out this report, has most of the relevant deadlines, including the 11/16 deadline:
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8213-2.pdf
 
I am not endorsing the analysis  
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
 
Alex-

How about the Medicaid expansion aspect? I understand Gov. Fallin said she would put off a decision

on that until after the election ...

 
Zeke

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
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responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject:
 
 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "ZCampfield@opubco.com"
Subject: Re:
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 5:25:51 PM

I may have more to add - let me know when u r going to print so i dont miss ur deadline 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 05:06 PM
To: Zeke Campfield <ZCampfield@opubco.com> 
Subject: RE: 
 
Are you writing this for tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:24 PM
To: 'Zeke Campfield'
Subject: RE:
 
Check out this report, has most of the relevant deadlines, including the 11/16 deadline:
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8213-2.pdf
 
I am not endorsing the analysis  
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:
 
Alex-

How about the Medicaid expansion aspect? I understand Gov. Fallin said she would put off a decision

on that until after the election ...

 
Zeke

 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: RE:

“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.” – Alex Weintz
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz
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Subject:
 
 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:37:15 PM

Thx

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:

Already did so.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Can u send steve olafson w reuters our current ppaca statement
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 1:54:21 PM

Can u work on issue brief for edmond stuff

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 01:09 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:

Thx

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 01:09 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:

Yes, it's Wednesday.  I don't know if they requested; I didn't have anything to do with the scheduling of
that.

Tomorrow - no press, unless Obamacare ruling happens

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 1:06 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Wednesday is edmond sun de board meeting? Did they request that?

Anything presswise tomorrow?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 1:09:38 PM

Thx

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 01:09 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:

Yes, it's Wednesday.  I don't know if they requested; I didn't have anything to do with the scheduling of
that.

Tomorrow - no press, unless Obamacare ruling happens

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 1:06 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Wednesday is edmond sun de board meeting? Did they request that?

Anything presswise tomorrow?

38649

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 5:00:08 PM

Yes

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 20, 2012, at 4:51 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Did the gov get the obamacare stuff to look at?
>
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Alex Weintz
> Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 04:51 PM
> To: Aaron Cooper
> Subject: Re:
>
> No they are all here. Send first thing in morning
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Aaron Cooper
> Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 04:49 PM
> To: Alex Weintz
> Subject: Re:
>
> I had some personal errands to run and left early. Out of the office. Cand they send it?
>
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Alex Weintz
> Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 04:41 PM
> To: Aaron Cooper
> Subject:
>
> Oem will send you a press release to send out in the next few mins
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re:
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 4:51:37 PM

Did the gov get the obamacare stuff to look at?

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 04:51 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:

No they are all here. Send first thing in morning

----- Original Message -----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 04:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re:

I had some personal errands to run and left early. Out of the office. Cand they send it?

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 04:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject:

Oem will send you a press release to send out in the next few mins
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "smurphy@ap.org"
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:42:43 PM

I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. You can use the
statement below ... I dont have anything to add to it.

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance exchanges
in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue and evaluate
the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 

----- Original Message -----
From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE:

Could I get you on the phone for just a few quick comments on why the governor is delaying her
decision, etc. Enough so that I can put a super-short story together?
Thanks,
Sean

Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:57 PM
To: Murphy, Sean
Subject:

No announcement today

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898

38652

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:smurphy@ap.org
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:smurphy@ap.org
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


and delete this email. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Keith Steincamp
To: Honorable Mary Fallin; Anthony Sykes; Senator Anthony Sykes; Paul Wesselhoft; Scott Mason; Scott Martin;

Bobby Cleveland
Cc: steven steincamp; Cathy Steincamp
Subject: Reasons for No Health Care Exchange
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 10:27:53 AM

Honorable Governor, Senators and Legislators
Thanks for your service!
I found the following article very helpful in articulating the rewards that states
who do not establish health care exchanges are likely to receive.
I believe that it is important to not establish a health care exchange, and to
clearly articulate to the people the reasons that Oklahoma is better off without
establishing such an exchange.
Thanks!  Have a great Thanksgiving!
Keith Steincamp  CPA  CMA
Norman

----- Forwarded Message ----
From: "Susan Carleson, American Civil Rights Union" <info@theacru.org>
To: keithsteincamp
Sent: Fri, November 16, 2012 8:20:45 AM
Subject: "Obamacare Will Create Two Americas for Healthcare" and other news from the American Civil
Rights Union

The American Civil Rights Union

Obamacare Will Create Two Americas for
Healthcare
 
This column by ACRU Senior Legal Analyst Ken Klukowski was
published on November 14, 2012 on Breitbart.com.

If Obamacare survives the 2016 election after it is fully

implemented, there will be two healthcare systems in America from

which our citizens will choose.

As former Ohio Treasurer Ken Blackwell and I explained months

ago, the fifty states can freely choose whether to participate in two

central pillars of Obamacare. Conservative governors will be glad in

the end, if they hold true to their principles to reject this big-

government takeover of healthcare.

 

Read the Entire Column
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Economic Growth, Not Redistribution, Most
Benefits the Poor, Working People, and the
Middle Class
 
This column by ACRU General Counsel and Senior Fellow for the
Carleson Center for Public Policy (CCPP) Peter Ferrara was
published November 15, 2012 on Forbes.com.

Stephen Moore and Julian L. Simon note in their underappreciated

work, It's Getting Better All the Time: 100 Greatest Trends of the
Last 100 Years, that in the last century,1900 to 2000, real per

capita GDP in America grew by nearly 7 times, meaning the

American standard of living grew by that much as well. The authors

explain,

"It is hard for us to imagine, for example, that in 1900 less

than one in five homes had running water, flush toilets, a

vacuum cleaner, or gas or electric heat. As of 1950 fewer than

20 percent of homes had air conditioning, a dishwasher, or a

microwave oven. Today between 80 and 100 percent of

American homes have all of these modern conveniences."

 

Read the Entire Column

Disaster Ignorance
 
This column by ACRU Policy Board Member and Professor of
Economics Dr. Walter E. Williams was published November 14,
2012 on Townhall.com.

Here's a which-is-better question for you. Suppose a New Jersey

motel room rented for $125 a night prior to Hurricane Sandy's

devastation. When the hurricane hits, a husband, wife and their two

youngsters might seek the comfort of renting two adjoining rooms.

However, when they arrive at the motel, they find that rooms now

rent for $250. At that price, they might decide to make do with one

room. In my book, that would be wonderful. That decision would

make a room available for another family who had to evacuate

Sandy's wrath. New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie and others

condemn this as price gouging, but I ask you: Which is preferable

for a family seeking shelter -- a room available at $250 or a room

unavailable at the pre-hurricane price of $125? It's not the intention

of the motel owner to make a room available for another family.

 
Read the Entire Column

Should We Raise Taxes on the Rich?
 
This column by ACRU General Counsel and Senior Fellow for the

The ACRU is now on

Facebook

 

To learn more, visit  

ProtectYourVote.us

Reform Now

Order your copy at

GovernmentistheProblem.us

Click here for your copy of

John Armor's latest book

These are the Times That
Try Men's Souls
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Carleson Center for Public Policy (CCPP) Peter Ferrara was
published November 14, 2012 on The American Spectator website.

Barack Obama says that now that he has been re-elected, that

means a majority of Americans agree with him that taxes should be

raised on "the rich," so that they would pay their "fair share." But

that policy makes no sense from any reasoned perspective.

Obama's Tax Increases, Your Unemployment
On January 1, the tax increases of Obamacare become effective,

and the Bush tax cuts expire, which President Obama refuses to

renew for the nation's job creators, investors, and successful small

businesses (the plain English translation of "the rich"). That means

the top tax rates of nearly every major federal tax will soar.

 
Read the Entire Column 

Protect Your Vote!
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Nov. 26, 2012 

 

Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am 
requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s 
office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary 
Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to 
me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, 
or other written forms of communication. 
  
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. 
However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-
disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court 
also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests 
that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some 
portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory 
exemption being claimed.  
  
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, 
reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson 
in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the 
public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012. 
  
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please 
contact me. Thank you for your cooperation.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Clifton Adcock 

Oklahoma Gazette 

(405) 605-6767 

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com 
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Nov. 26, 2012 

 

Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am 
requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s 
office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary 
Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to 
me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, 
or other written forms of communication. 
  
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. 
However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-
disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court 
also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests 
that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some 
portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory 
exemption being claimed.  
  
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, 
reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson 
in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the 
public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012. 
  
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please 
contact me. Thank you for your cooperation.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Clifton Adcock 

Oklahoma Gazette 

(405) 605-6767 

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com 
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Nov. 26, 2012 

 

Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am 
requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s 
office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary 
Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to 
me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, 
or other written forms of communication. 
  
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. 
However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-
disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court 
also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests 
that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some 
portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory 
exemption being claimed.  
  
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, 
reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson 
in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the 
public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012. 
  
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please 
contact me. Thank you for your cooperation.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Clifton Adcock 

Oklahoma Gazette 

(405) 605-6767 

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com 
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Exchange-Related Questions for US HHS
 

1)      Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-
opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court ruling
(e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface with
Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations?

 
2)      When will final rules be issued on essential health benefits, actuarial value and rating

areas?
 

3)      The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and Level
2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the deadlines
for other areas of implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court
ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment
functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership
exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? Can
you confirm that states will be able to switch from a federal model to a partnership or state
model until 2019 and that funding will be available to enable that transition?

 
4)      When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be

considered as an option without details including cost estimates and how state and federal
systems are expected to link. How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated
healthcare exchanges be sustained?

 
5)      States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to

use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk
adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how
much will it be?

 
6)      When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The

procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange
have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for our
citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be.

 
7)      When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for states

to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to start
from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)      If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government

contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the regulations
regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?

 
9)      It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money will

seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law allow
the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action to
appropriate money?

 
10)  What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if

their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on
either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at
risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case?
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11)  What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and

subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal
government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that

reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify
for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does
the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not,
why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are
shrinking?

 
13)  Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states

are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the
insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for
individual and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees. This
leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service
programs?

 
14)  In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel

Management (OPM) is required to certify multi-state plans that must be included in every
exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline for
multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s
insurance market.

 
15)  Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk
pool or an exchange?

 
16)  How do states with a federal exchange ensure that Web Based Entities (WBE) are an

option in their state?
 

17)  Will HHS and the United States Department of the Treasury offset the advance payments
of premium assistance tax credits to issuers for an applicant’s outstanding tax, alimony,
and/or child support debts?

 
18)  Will state-based exchanges have the flexibility to retroactively adjust past due premium

amounts for interim changes in income?
 

19)  How will the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIO) handle
Qualifed Health Plans (QHP) to Medicare transitions to prevent enrollee confusion and the
potential for unpaid QHP premiums due to the enrollee not terminating the QHP timely?

 
20)  How will CCIIO minimize the adverse impact of its overly-broad employer notice

requirement?
 

21)  What is the process/timeline for the approval of a state-specific single streamlined
application (SSA)?

 
22)  Must Iowa have a Medicaid Portal or can it use the federal portal? If the answer is that it

has to use a federal portal, how does it incorporate state-specific programs (SNAP, TANF,
etc.?)
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23)  What is the role/scope of a verification plan in a state partnership exchange? Does it

require federal approval? How and when should a verification plan be submitted for
federal review?

 
24)  What will the federal government require of all the states in terms of specifications for

account information/record layout/package of data elements?
 

25)  When and how should the implementation review be submitted?
 

26)  What are the HBE reporting requirements (HHS format? ACA 1313A?)
 

27)  Has the Plan Management Forum been rescheduled?
 

28)  Iowa would like to verify that the ACA will only allow “Indian status” for members of
federally recognized tribes.

 
29)  Does this flow account for the possibility that some individuals may not be eligible for the

exchange (because the individual has employer sponsored insurance), but person’s income
could still qualify them to be eligible for Medicaid?

 
30)  With individuals coming into the system through the FFE, what implications are there for

Iowa’s existing online application for SNAP and TANF?
 

31)  As an individual begins the application through the federal portal, what data elements will
the FFE use to identify that the applicant lives in Iowa (attestation, zip code of mailing
address, zip phone of residence, etc.)?

 
32)  At the "Transmit Account to State" point in the diagram, what are the gaps between the

information that the federal hub gives Iowa and the information that Iowa needs to
determine Medicaid MAGI eligibility?

 
33)  What data will be included in the account at the "Transmit Account to State" point? If this

data set has not yet been determined, when will it be determined?
 

34)  Will the single streamlined application ask about health status (pregnancy, etc.)?
 

35)  In the Medicaid Agency swim lane, should CHIP Eligibility be moved before "Assess for
Other IAP Eligibility" step? If so, this may be useful information for CCIIO to share with
other states. 

 
36)  What exactly happens at the "Assess for Other IAP Eligibility" point in the diagram?

 
37)  What is the communication back to consumers if it appears they are not eligible for

anything (insurance affordability in addition to Medicaid and CHIP)?
38)  Can Iowa receive the application electronically (and thus meet the regulation that requires

states to do so) through the FFE (instead of having a separate state-supported Medicaid
portal)? Would using the FFE that meets the intent of the law which says that the states’
Medicaid must have the capability to accept Medicaid applications electronically?

 
39)  Will the paper application have to reflect the data elements in the single streamlined

application and then have a number of supplemental data elements that are required by
Iowa, or can the state continue using the current Iowa paper joint application?
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40)  Iowa would like to verify that the entry point for the select group of people who are

categorically eligible for Medicaid (babies born to Medicaid mothers, SSI, etc.) will remain
subject to current business rules.

 
41)  How will the business rules for Medicaid presumptive eligibility change?

 
42)  From an education and outreach perspective, how will hospital staff get trained on the

presumptive eligibility process?
 

43)  The Blueprint roadmap lists “Navigator” under 2.6, but does not indicate it is something
that could be in a state partnership model (the partnership columns are not checked). In the
same roadmap, 13.3 mentions Consumer assistance and indicates it can be part of a
partnership model.  The draft “Design Review Modules – State Partnership Exchanges”
under consumer assistance partnership shows Navigator as part of the module.  It seems
like there is a conflict that may need to be clarified.

 
44)  Provide an overview of the federal Navigator program – are these actual people who will

be stationed in the SPE/FFE states?  Will Iowa have Navigators physically in our state?
 

45)  Describe the role/responsibility for the federal Navigators (who are the Navigators and
what will their responsibilities be).

 
46)  How will the federal Navigators integrate with state specific in-person consumer assistors?

 
47)  What is CMS’s/CCIIO’s vision/description of what the state must do to fulfill their

obligations regarding in-person assistance?
 

48)  In the blueprint section 4.0 (Plan Management), there are sub-sections identified as 4.5 and
4.6. However, in the guidance on what states need to prepare for in the design review for
SPE, these two sub-sections are not listed. Can you clarify what the state’s responsibilities
are for these two sub-sections?

 
49)  Is there a CMS’s/CCIIO’s plan for integration between the HBE implementation and

the BIP implementation?
 

50)  Describe the role federal call centers play with regard to helping a caller obtain Medicaid
(will the caller be switched to the Iowa Medicaid call center based on the area code of their
call?) Describe the federal plan for education and outreach? Will marketing materials be
tailored to the state? Will the state have input to the marketing materials?

 
 
 

# # #
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From: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:42:25 PM

Dear Andrew:  

Thank you for registering to attend the “Health Insurance Exchange Implementation
Workshop:  Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations” on September 8-9, 2011
at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA.

Your registration has been confirmed. Please save this email for future reference. 

If you need to download the specific meeting details – including hotel, travel and
reimbursement information - click on the link below.  Then go to "My Registration",
enter your confirmation number and click on "Modify Registration".  Links to the
meeting information are located at the top of the registration page.

CONTACTS

Registration: Leslie Donaldson 202.624.5343 ldonaldson@nga.org

Program: Maria Schiff
Kathryn Bailey

202.624.5395
202.624.5349

mschiff@nga.org
kbailey@nga.org

Logistics: Shirley Christian
Jan Dunlavey

202.624.5324
202.624.5347

schristian@nga.org
jdunlavey@nga.org

We look forward to seeing you!

Event: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Attending: Andrew Silvestri
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011-Friday, September 09, 2011
Confirmation number: 

To view, modify or cancel your registration, click the link below. 

Click here to view the event summary

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Having trouble with the link? Simply copy and 
paste the entire address listed below into your 
web browser: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/f76TkZNr_U2aWs1UVUsGHg/0777/P1/5S?
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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If you no longer want to receive emails from National Governors Association Center
for Best Practices please click the link below. 
Opt-Out
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From: Donaldson, Leslie
To: Katie Altshuler; Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov; michael.bousselot@iowa.gov; jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov;

edgertons1@michigan.gov; allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov; richard.fiore@myalabama.gov;
Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov; jfritz  bfulenwider@georgia.gov; bgiesting@hawaiipca.net;
laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us; becki.goggins@myalabama.gov; darin.j.gordon@tn.gov; bruce@la.gov;
Kate.Gross@illinois.gov; brian.haile@tn.gov; julian.harris@state.ma.us; DWAYNE.HENRY@LGO-VI.GOV;
elizabeth.hoy@wyo.gov; ahyman  carrie.johnson@state.sd.us; joni.jones@arkansas.gov;
thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov;
janie.miller@ky.gov; taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov; dan.pollock@state.mn.us; ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov;
priestc@michigan.gov; cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us; Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us; tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov;
jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us; Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov;
mshaffer@georgia.gov; Andrew Silvestri; cheryl.smith  Carol.Steckel@la.gov;
william.streur@alaska.gov; neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us; Katrin.Teel@maine.gov; nthurston@utah.gov;
jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us; kea.warne@state.sd.us

Cc: Schiff, Maria; Bailey, Kathryn
Subject: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:20:34 AM
Attachments: Health Exchange Sept 8-9.doc
Importance: High

Thank you for making the September 8-9, 2011 Health Insurance Exchange Meeting a success.  Attached
you will find the reimbursement form.  Please complete the form with original applicable receipts and
submit to me by October 10, 2011.  Submitting all required documents will avoid delay in the processing of
your expenses.  So please carefully read the form instructions.
 
In addition,  NGA’s policy requires reimbursement expenses to be submitted within 30 days after the
meeting/conference.  Request received after the meeting date will not be reimbursed.  Please bear in mind
that NGA generally processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks.  Should you have any
questions please feel free to contact me via phone or email. 
 
 
 
Kind regards,
 
Leslie Donaldson
Administrative Coordinator
NGA Center for Best Practices
Health Division
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 267
Washington, DC  20001
Tel:  202) 624-5343
Fax:  202) 624-7825
Web:  www.nga.org
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including
any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended
recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
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Reimbursement Form

Name of Meeting: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop

Meeting Location:         Arlington, VA

Meeting Dates:               September 8-9, 2011

Please remit the completed form and receipts to:

Leslie Donaldson

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices

444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 267


Washington, DC 20001


Participant’s Name:
_______________________________________________    Travel Dates: ____________ to ____________

Participant’s Phone Number: __________________________________   Email Address:___________________________________

Tape original receipts for any line item over $75.00 on an 8 1/2 x 11 white sheet of paper.


NGA Center processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks of receipt.  Requests received 30 days after the meeting date will not be reimbursed.


		Description and Reimbursement Limits

		Date

		Amount



		Lodging Number of Night(s)  2  x $  232.63 (room rate with taxes)

· Up to   2   night(s). Additional nights require prior approval

		

		



		Reasonable Ground Transportation (Home/Destination Cities)

· If driving to airport/train station, indicate number of miles______ x $0.555

		

		



		Round Trip Mileage in lieu of Air/Train Fare


Number of Miles __________ x $0.555

· Private car use cannot exceed the lowest available RT air/train fare.  Attach comparison.

· Substantiate requests > $75.00 with Mapquest route printout with miles.

		

		



		Checked Bag Fee


· Limited to one bag fee per flight

		

		



		Per Diem on One Travel Day up to $71.00

		

		



		TOTAL REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST

		

		





		

		FIRST CHECK

		SECOND CHECK (If needed)



		Check Amount

		$

		$



		Check Payable To

		

		



		Mail To Address



		

		





		I certify that the above expenses were incurred for my attendance at the stated meeting and are true and accurate.



		Participant’s 


Signature:

		Date:





FOR NGA CENTER USE ONLY:  (Do not enter information below this line)


		Project Number

		Account

		State

		Amount

		Program Staff Signature

		Date



		110-450-4691

		5820

		

		

		

		





		Vendor #:



		Apply Date:

		Accountant Review:



		Voucher #:



		A/P Audit:

		Other:







you have received this communication in error, please immediately
notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Remember "Mary Fallin, Don"t You Dare"? Well, She Didn"t
Date: Sunday, November 25, 2012 9:52:39 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
 
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Stand Up for Free Speech
 

We are being sued not for libel but for daring to publish the
facts on public corruption and a major security breach in the
Oklahoma County Sheriff’s office.  Every single fact that we
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okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

published was true in the Jarjoura/Whetsel corruption articles
but the law of our land would be completely on our side even
if we were wrong in our conclusions, even if our facts were
wrong.  Public officials are not protected against questions as
to their fitness for holding office or appointment, and the
debate can be as raucous and as vicious as the public fight for
the truth requires. The Supreme Court minced no words when
describing the protection given to those that dare to challenge
the government:
 
“We use misleading euphemisms when we speak of the New
York Times rule as involving "uninhibited, robust, and wide-
open" debate, or "vehement, caustic, and sometimes
unpleasantly sharp" criticism.2 What the New York Times rule
ultimately protects is defamatory falsehood. No matter how
gross the untruth, the New York Times rule deprives a
defamed public official of any hope for legal redress without
proof that the lie was a knowing one, or uttered in reckless
disregard of the truth.”
 
Jarjoura cannot prove that there was a single lie told in our
article therefore he cannot prove libel, all he can stand on are
opinions that he disagrees with and under our law opinions
are not libel nor slander nor false light and therefore his
lawsuit against the Darrel Sorrels Campaign and against the
Tea Party will not succeed.  But we must defend ourselves and
all of those in the liberty movement by knocking down this
attempt to silence free speech and open debate.
 
We don't ask for money often, in fact we have always made
an effort to limit our fundraising to special projects like a robo
call effort or starting up the newspaper. This is one of those
times. We need donations for our legal defense fund, and we
humbly come to you.
 
If we don't defend ourselves from this law suit there is a great
chance that we will be sued every time we take a stand
against bad government. When we print stories where there
are more questions than answers, these situations typically
lead to uncovering corruption within our state and these
crooks don't like being exposed. The Oklahoma County District
Attorney investigation was one of our major successes. Our
story led to a Grand Jury investigation that pressured the
Oklahoma County District Court system, resulting in four
attorneys finally meeting justice four to five years after they
were arrested. David Prater was also forced to return $10,000
in illegal campaign donations.
 
The Obama Care fight at the Capitol was also a major success.
We stopped it in the House in 2011 with a robo call effort that
lead to ten freshmen legislators abandoning the State
Chamber coalition, and again in 2012 when pressure on the
Senate lead to the defeat of the Health Insurance Exchanges,
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

 

$50 + Shipping
 

and recently causing Governor Fallin to abandon a planned
effort to implement Obama Care.
 
Our battles aren't pretty, few fist fights are, but the battles we
fight have made the Sooner Tea Party the most politically
feared group in the state. Each time we go against them up
we push the RINOs and the progressives back a little further
and when corrupt politicians are exposed, the others take
notice and move closer to Oklahoma values.
 
Our effort, should we choose not to fight the way we do,
would be similar to swimming upstream. If we operated like
the all too common "politically correct" activist groups, the
outcome would be no more than the slow motion defeat that
we have all witnessed in the previous decades that brought us
to where we are today. We choose not to follow the path of
ease, we choose to fight the tough battles needed to stop the
madness that is settling over our state and country.
 
Our volunteers spend much of their time researching
information that enables them to bring an issue to your
attention. You all play a huge part by contacting your
representatives to make sure they know you are paying
attention. But there would be no fight if we don’t defend those
that stand in front and take the heat be they candidates or
activists.
 
Help us continue the fight for your liberty and freedom by
sharing the responsibility to defend those out in front when
they are attacked. Please send your legal defense fund
donation to Sooner Tea Party at 358 North Rockwell Ave,
Oklahoma City, OK, 73127. On your check in the memo
section please note "Legal Defense Fund."
 
 

 
  

Revisionist History Oklahoman Style
By The Watchman

 
The elections have been over for two weeks now, and what do
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 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep Shumate married

we find, Speaker of the House Kris Steele, still promoting his
legacy. There was a recent article about Steele, Lawmakers
could learn from outgoing Speaker of the House Steele,  that
claimed that the soon to be former Speaker “tried to focus
more on making gains for the state than playing games at the
Capitol.” After reading this, and picking myself up off the floor
from laughing so hard, I decided to write this article. It was
decided to dissect this article one paragraph at a time.
 
The Oklahoman reporter obviously failed to do his homework.
Speaker Steele was responsible for the Transvestite Birth
Certificate Bill, the Obama Care Bill, the Governor’s Quick
Action Fund Bill, the Ad Valorum Tax Increase Bill and many
others. That doesn’t sound much like trying to advance the
state to me. It sounds like trying to advance an agenda that
was bought and paid for by the Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce.
 
The next paragraph had the audacity to call Speaker Steele a
“solid conservative but no ideologue.” This again is far from
the truth. Speaker Steele was a Social Justice ideologue. The
bills he supported and pushed through the House where all
soft on crime and bad for public safety. Most people would
classify Speaker Steele as a RINO Republican; I wouldn’t give
him that much credit. He ran as a Republican because he
knew he couldn’t win as a Democrat in his district.
 
In the next paragraph the Speaker bragged about making
himself available to members on the other side of the aisle.
On this we would have to agree. His ideology was more
aligned to a handful of liberal Democrats than that of the
Republican majority. In fact it was the only way he could get
his bills passed in the House.
 
In paragraph five, they actually claim the Speaker passed
changes to corrections policy designed to alleviate prison
overcrowding. Thanks to the Speakers Social Justice initiative,
we now have convicted felons roaming the streets under
nothing more than ankle bracelet monitoring. Just ask the
Sheriff of Tulsa County how this is working out. The State of
Oklahoma has had a Prison overcrowding problem for decades
now and what has our brilliant legislature done about it,
released felons into the public. That should make you feel
safe.
 
If the legislature had any gonads between their legs instead of
between their ears they could think of something better than
releasing felons into the general public, oh, I don’t know, like
maybe spending a little money on building new beds for the
prison system?  They’ve had decades to do it, yet they’ve
done nothing. They would rather spend it on perks for their
friends.
 
The Oklahoman also failed to look at the internal workings of
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the House when they did their report. During Speaker Steele’s
tenure, he ensured that his cronies ran the various
committees. That in itself is nothing new. He also gave his
cronies marching orders to ensure that few, if any,
conservative pieces of legislation made it to the floor. The only
way a piece of conservative legislation made it to the floor,
was if that legislator agreed to vote for one of the Speaker’s
pet bills.   Isn’t that a lot like what got Leftwich in trouble,
trading favors?
 
Just how Liberal is Speaker Kris Steele? One only needs to
look at his last campaign donor list to get an idea. You can see
the list in this article, Representative Kris Steele Campaign
Finances - Project Vote Smart. Every liberal organization you
can think of is there. Most unions in the state are there. He
even obtained a donation from Obama campaign bundler
George Kaiser. That’s the same George Kaiser who made
millions off of tax payers when Solyndra went bankrupt. I
doubt if it’s a coincidence that Speaker Steele went to work
for George Kaiser now that his political career is over.
 

 
Correction on a Previous Story

 
Several weeks ago after the first House Caucus meeting we
made a mistake on the identity of one of the House members
charged with taking the new freshmen legislators to lunch. 
We identified Rep. Jason Nelson as one of the two House
members along with Rep. Tom Newell.   That was incorrect, it
was Rep. Jason Murphy.  Often the two get confused although
Lord knows that the two are different as night and day or
perhaps more accurate, sunshine and nightmare.  Often when
we were pounding Jason Nelson in 2011 people would remark
that they thought he was  one of the good guys and we would
explain that they were thinking of Jason Murphey, well, we
pulled the same stunt in that story somehow.
 
Rep. Jason Nelson is nowhere near House leadership as he
and his cronies have been largely shoved off the stage after
their defeat in the House Speaker Designate race.  Yes, it took
almost two years for the change to occur but their day is done

38672

http://t.ymlp307.net/wbsualahbhyapaubyafajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp307.net/wbsualahbhyapaubyafajbju/click.php


at the legislature.   A handful of their cronies received slots in
the incoming Speaker Shannon leadership roster but not in the
most powerful positions, more of a bone thrown to the losers
to allow them to save face.
  
Nelson was infamous for getting caught joining a homosexual
website as a member and posting about one of his House
bills.   Look for comment #6 after the main article.   I’m sure
it was the old Playboy magazine defense;  he was just there
to read the articles…
 
 

 
Taking a Peek at the Oklahoma Public Service Unions

By The Watchman
 

 
With only few exceptions, most government employees are
unionized. The question is should they be? In the interest of
full disclosure, the author of this article was a former member
of a government sector union. I did not like their tactics or
pressure, and resigned from the union. I managed to keep my
job since I live in a state that feels it is more important for
their workers to have that choice than to pay tribute to some
union boss.
 
There are two unions that represent the majority of all federal,
state, county and municipal employees in this country. They
are the American Federation of Government Employees and
the American Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees. Do these two unions create a privileged class?
Watch this short video and ask yourself that question again. 
I’m sure you’ll find the video interesting.
 
Many of you travel by air. Many of you object to the grouping
that has become part of our lives done by agents of the
Transportation Security Administration. Most of us can recall
that when this agency was formed, we were guaranteed that
it would not be unionized. Well, under the pro-union
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administration of President Obama, that promise has been
broken. You can read about it here. 
 
With the history of the TSA hiring individuals without doing the
required background checks, this presents a serious problem.
Now, because of union protection, should the TSA hire an
individual without completing a complete background check,
they will find it difficult, if not impossible to fire that criminal
due to union rules.
 
The State of Oklahoma is no better. Most employees are
represented by the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees. Trying to find payroll information on
these individuals can be difficult, but not impossible. You can
go to this site  and type in the information of the individual
you are interested in and obtain their basic pay information.
 
For more detailed pay information on the state, you can go
here.  Now you may have to play with the site a little bit to
get it to work, but you can get the information to come up.
What is surprising is that you will find payroll for the same last
name two and three times from the same department. It’s
unclear as to whether or not it is the same individual as the
first name is not included, but it does raise a question as to
how much these people are being paid.
 
There are jobs available with the state. Most are well paying
jobs. It’s remarkable that these jobs don’t get more notice
than they do. You can see an example of the listings here.
This proves that enough isn’t being done within the state to fill
these vacancies.
 
Higher Education is where a lot of the upper levels of pay are
found in state government. Granted we need to pay well to
attract the best faculty to our universities, but we also need to
use a fair and balanced approach to the faculty that is hired.
Background checks are a must.  We also found two articles on
pay for higher education. The first is for Oklahoma State
University. It is a few years old, but it is the latest that we
could find. The amounts are shocking. You can read it here.
 
The second is an article first printed in Capital Beat Ok on
August 21, 2011, that shows that there are some individuals
involved in higher education that make as much as the
Governor and in some cases, much more than the Governor.
You can read the article here. This is an outrage. The remedy
for this is for the legislature to set the limit for higher
education salaries and benefits to not exceed those of the
Governor.
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Locking up American Citizens without a Trial

It’s not like You are Using Your Sixth Amendment
Anyway

 
Next week the Senate votes on the NDAA; the National
Defense Authorization Act, which allows the federal
government to imprison American citizens without due process
or even a trial.  Senator Rand Paul tried to offer an
amendment to prevent the indefinite detention of American
citizens last time but it failed by five votes.

Remember that all of our Congressmen except for Coburn
voted for the indefinite detention of American citizens and
Coburn voted against it not on Constitutional grounds but for
fiscal reasons.  Coburn’s staff promised an answer from
Coburn on our concerns last summer but they never took the
time to keep their word.

This time we need to remind our Senators that they signed an
oath to protect the constitution and demand that they support
Senator Ran Paul’s amendment.  Remember to tell them that
you are Sooner Tea Party members so that they know the
pressure is coming from a single source.   Individuals can be
ignored but organized groups must be taken seriously.
Here are their numbers:

Sen. Tom Coburn 
(202) 224-5754

Sen. Jim Inhofe
(202) 224-4721
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What Happened?

By Ms PM
 

There are no longer bills to pay, food to buy or any of the
other necessities regular people at one time use to indulge
themselves in. The year is unclear. What was once a thriving
country is nothing more than a civilization of the few elite and
those that provide for the elite’s lavish lifestyles.
 
There are still the few that managed to get away from the
mandated lifestyles, always on the run, but somehow they
thrive. It must be their drive or the fleeting hope of faded
memory that brings them back to how things use to be. They
are an odd bunch brought together out of sheer survival; they
managed to gravitate to the same areas, thereby slowly
increasing in numbers. Could these strange people, un-
accepting of the rules, possibly be the ones to bring order
back? Maybe, but only if they are not caught.
 
The streets are mostly deserted, it's early morning and the
first shift is already at work, the third shift has gone back to
their assigned living quarters to prepare for the next call for
work. There is no reason to be milling about unless you are
willing to take the chance at getting caught. They have given
up trying, the punishment is too great or so they have been
conditioned to believe. They are satisfied with existing rather
than living.
 
There is no beauty that surrounds them anymore other than
what they can remember in their minds, and wondering if it is
a wise thought to go there. Every person looks the same,
even their faces have taken on the same dreary persona. No
one laughs and they all just wonder and accept. They have
become what they have feared the most; empty shells, waiting
to die.
 
The vehicles on the road are the appointed ones that make
sure tabs are kept on the people. Their job is to report anyone
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found wandering, other than close proximity of their living
quarters. If the appointed ones get too many citations for
allowing people outside of their zone they lose the privilege of
an easier life and then are forced to join the others within the
confined walls built for the many to work.
 
Those in charge have learned how to keep people in line. They
do things to families and friends rather than punish the rule
breaker. Watching what happens to the ones you love is a
greater assurance that you will behave. Evil doers will always
prey on your fear and control you through emotions.
 
Only certain people are allowed to have children pre
determined by DNA. Sickness is rare; they only want the best
and brightest. All children are taken at an early age, groomed
on how to behave and accept the new rules. When any animal
is caged throughout their existence they are afraid to walk on
grass. These little ones are easy to conquer, they know no
other way. There are those who dare to crawl into
remembering the signs before it became a reality. They chose
to ignore what schools were teaching when there was time to
stop it. They chose to allow the takeover of their children
rather than take the time to teach them what life was really
about. The shame is far more than they can bear; all they can
muster is to hang their head in disgust because to them, all is
lost.
 
The elderly are not needed or wanted. Their usefulness is
gone and they are the forgotten souls from another era.
Looking into their eyes, it is easy to see their sadness. Feeling
that sadness is something no one wants to acknowledge. The
old ones know what is to come and watch as the others
disappear, never to be seen again. There is no one to wrap
them up in their loving arms and care for them until their frail
body's leave the world. In a time of their life when they are to
be taken care of their reality is a cold and lonely existence
until they die.
 
There is allotted food for every body type, you get no more
and no less for optimal body requirements. Nothing is cooked;
it comes in the form of a conveniently packaged cake. Taste
doesn't matter, it's only for survival. Those in charge have it
down to a science; they get the most from you with the least
amount of cost and effort. Your day is pre-planned and you
spend your time doing chores they want done. This could be
working at their plant for an allotted number of hours,
disinfecting the entire living quarters, laundry, maintaining
vehicles or any number of things that need doing.
 
No one is allowed to have a pet although some have been
blessed with the presence of a mouse here and there to give
them some sense of normalcy in an anything but normal time.
These small creatures are few and far between, there is little
for them to eat within the colonies. Few folks mind sharing

38677



and most eat all of what they are given. Provided they are
cleaned up after and not found, these furry friends don't seem
to mind the situation. It may be that a few people enjoy
seeing the freedom they have to come and go as they please,
and others may not be able to tolerate the simple fact that
these mice have a better life than what they live.
 
It has been years since anyone has seen a weapon other than
the ones used against them to keep order. As always, people
fear the thought of what is in the dark. They are so terrified
that they, day in and day out follow the rules. They forget
that their strength is in numbers. They forget that they had
rights to stop this very thing from happening. They accepted
far less than what they deserved and now, seemingly, they
have gotten exactly what they deserve.
 
They are unaware that the odd fellows have journeyed far
from these camps. This bunch understands that most of the
population has been captured and that they know nothing of
them or the quantities of free people they have managed to
pull together. This group doesn't dare venture close to this
darkness they escaped from so long ago. They have accepted
that they cannot help anyone that does not want to help
themselves. Their truth lies in knowing that freedom is
precious and they aren't willing to sacrifice that...for anything.
 
They patiently wait for others to get away and find them.
Someday, they seem to know, the numbers will turn and once
again the hope of a free society will again become a reality.
History, they believe, will repeat itself over and over again.
They are grateful that they are a part of bringing something
good to so many. They are also grateful that they will not live
long enough to see it all happen again.
 
Just like all the other times, within the blink of an eye, he
wakes up. But why do all the others he hasn't met have the
same dream? They have never met, but yet they all
know...they will.
 
 
 

38678



 
Don’t Mess with the IDF

 
It has to suck being a Middle Eastern terrorist and getting
your butt kicked by women in the Israeli Defense Force.   The
Israelis and the Arabs have been going at since I was a kid
and it was old then but fifty years later there is still no end in
sight.   Israel just wants to be left alone to defend their
country from rocket attacks and they are pretty good at doing
just that.  Here is a video of a surgical missile strike on one of
the Hamas leaders.
 
And if you have a strong stomach watch the aftermath where
they drag what is left of the terrorist out of the burning car.  
It isn’t true that the only good terrorist is a dead terrorist; half
of a terrorist might very well be considered a good terrorist
too.  And half of a terrorist that is also dead seems to me to
be a very, very, good terrorist.
 
 
 

 
Welcome Back to the Republican Party Mary Fallin
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I got the news Monday morning from a journalist that
Governor Fallin had announced her intention to not push for
an Obama Care Health Insurance Exchange and to refuse to
expand Medicaid.
 
I won’t say that I was surprised as Governor Fallin simply
didn’t have the people of the state behind her on this issue so
every time they tried to implement the new entitlements they
provided us a nice hammer to beat them with.   I kept waiting
to see them trot out an Acme Insurance Exchange machine,
like something that the coyote might try in the Road Runner
cartoons.  Here is the text of Fallin’s press release:
 
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with
other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of
action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what
can be done to increase quality and access to health care,
contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on
taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it
is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and
will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the
United States while contributing to the nation's growing deficit
crisis.
 
Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law,
the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an
exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the
people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their
opposition to the federal health care law through their support
of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting
the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S.
Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any
exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be 'state-
run' in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff
and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal
government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law
that threatens to erode both the quality of American health
care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be
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participating in the Obama Administration's proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in
subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma's reliance on
federal money that may or may not be available in the future
given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government.
On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore,
the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform
to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the
out-of-control spending of the federal government.
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for
Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt's ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt's lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and
both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma's challenge can
succeed.
 
Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-
based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management
programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in
both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 
Governor Fallin didn’t wake up one morning and have a
change of heart on this issue, she woke up and decided she
was tired of getting her butt kicked and wanted the political
pain to end.   Some groups gushed over the Governor’s
actions but we simply welcomed her back to Oklahoma values
and Republican values.   No praise from us other than an atta
boy for returning to the Republican Party.  One of our rules is
to not praise politicians for doing what they should be doing
already.
 
As for a state based solution to rising medical care costs there
is only one method that will work;   Make people pay for their
own medical expenses unless they are truly disabled AND
without the means to take care of themselves.   If you want to
pass some legislation then make all health care providers
provide menus and cost estimates for health care, forget an
insurance exchange where companies compete for new
customers, make it an online shopping destination for health
care procedures.   Make the medical providers compete with
other providers.
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Some will squall “We have to take care of poor people.” or
“The federal government requires us to provide health care for
the indigent.”   But does federal law say we can’t bill them for
the treatment and collect the money?    That federal law is
just another unfunded federal mandate that needs kicked back
into their territory.  I do believe that as a society we should
provide a basic safety net at the emergency room for true
emergency cases, not for the sniffles or for a chronic illness
that a clinic could treat for one twentieth of the cost.   When
people snivel about providing health care for those who prefer
not to work or choose other priorities for spending their
money on they ought to be the first to open their checkbook.
 
Allowing people to freeload on the emergency room system or
giving them free medical care when they are able to work is
creating a moral hazard.   You give them free Section 8
housing along with the utilities, 250 minutes of “free” minutes
on food stamp phones, free food stamps, then free medical
care and you know what?   They have little reason to get up
at six am and go to a job like the rest of us poor fools that
actually pay for all the “free” benefits.
 
Here is a real life case of exactly how providing “free” health
care is a moral hazard.   About a month ago I needed an extra
hand to rush a finish job on a set of cabinets so I called the
temporary labor service that I use from time to time.   They
sent out a fellow that turned out to be a steady worker, fairly
bright, and like most of the people they send out he was an
ex con.  So after a few days watching him show up on time
and put in an honest day’s work and getting to know him a bit
I asked why he was working at the temporary labor service.  
No one would offer him a job, I was told, and every day he
had to show up at the temporary labor service to look for
work and if he didn’t get sent out that day he had to check in
at his parole officer’s office near downtown.   His wife was just
days away from having their first baby, the mistakes he had
made in the past had taught him a lesson, so he was ready to
get on with his life and take care of his family.   Dang… you’d
be heartless not to try to help a guy in that situation if he was
truly sincere about changing his life.
 
So I asked what the temporary labor service was paying him,
$7.20 per hour I was told and that he usually got to work
three or four days a week if he was lucky and was only
guaranteed four hours per day.  So I made him an offer, I
would call the labor service and bump his pay up to $10.00
per hour (and increase my costs from $12.20 to around
$17.00 per hour) if he could promise me that he would show
up five days a week, on time, and put in eight hours a day.   I
would work him till Christmas as long as he worked as steady
as he did the last few days.   That was a great deal for him, I
got dependable help to get out my backlog of work and I
didn’t have to deal with all the payroll accounting and
paperwork from hiring an employee.   The guy jumped at the
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offer.
 
So the next work day was Monday and the guy didn’t show
up.  Okay, maybe his baby came early, and sure enough he
called in around 11 am with the news of a new baby.  Great,
see you tomorrow, right?  Uh, well no, maybe Tuesday I was
told.   And that was the last I heard from him.
 
Now this isn’t rocket surgery as the joke goes, the guy had a
situation where he worked just enough to keep his butt from
going back to jail on a parole violation, depended on the
government dole to provide an apartment, utilities, food, and
pay for the delivery of his baby.  Two days a week he didn’t
have to actually work, just show up and wait at the temporary
labor service till no more call for workers came in then go
down to check in at the parole office and he was free the rest
of the day.    Should he work a 40 hour a day job for 45%
more money per hour plus getting to work a full 40 hours? 
The hell with that, he would prefer to work three days per
week earning $30.00 to $60.00 per day and have a lot of time
off.  Just enough for gas, smokes, beer money, and a few
luxuries.
 
My first two children came at a time when I was building my
first factory so while money was tight because we were
plowing everything back into building the business we had the
cash flow to deal with the cost of prenatal care and delivery.  
The third child came at a time when things weren’t that easy
but we scrabbled for work and saved enough money to pay
the medical bills.  There was no other choice, I had
responsibilities and I did what was needed to meet them.  But
times were different then I suppose or they were just starting
to slide down the slope into socialism.  In the seventies and
early eighties people would work two, sometimes three jobs if
they couldn’t get by on one paycheck.   The people that you
saw using food stamps, and at the time they were just that,
coupon looking things with dollar amounts on them, were
usually the trashy looking people and most everyone looked
down on the ones that used them.   And there should be a
stigma for being on the government dole, even more so now
as even disabled people can work from home, at call centers,
or sell stuff on Ebay.  Well, not all could, but the vast majority
is capable of performing some sort of work if they are
sufficiently motivated.
 
So Governor Fallin, if you really want to make a difference in
people’s lives then work to get them off government
assistance.   Start by driving the illegal aliens out of Oklahoma
so that wages rise to catch up with inflation.  At the same time
start weaning people off assistance unless there is absolutely
no way they can hold a job such as being blind, mentally
defective, bed ridden, are a politician (just checking to see if
you are paying attention),or have a major disability that
prevents them from functioning.  Slash the minimum wage for
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companies that hire the disabled then make up the difference
with public assistance.  That would be cheaper than paying a
person to stay home all day and their health care costs will
likely go down once you get them off the sofa and moving
around.  Give people a chance to earn their keep and become
taxpayers instead of tax eaters and watch them prosper. 
While you are at it slash payroll taxes, reform workers comp
so that injured workers are restored to health and then
required to return to work without feeding legions of lawyers
so that you can slash the worker comp rates, and as you are
doing all of this continue to squeeze people off the
government dole and into jobs.  The ones that won’t work can
move to other states or their families can deal with them.
 
Is this possible?   Well, look at the Santiago McDonald
restaurants down along I-40 near Meridian.  One at Meridian
and Reno, another at MacArthur and I-40, and another at
Council and Reno.  For years they were staffed by 100%
Mexicans and you know that the majority of them were illegal
aliens from their appearance and lack of English skills.   The
last few months there has been a lot of black and white faces
working there; someone must have turned them in to ICE
because they are replacing illegal alien workers with American
citizens.   No doubt they had to raise the pay to attract
American citizens but I don’t mind paying 50 cents more for
lunch if it means paying better wages.
 
So Governor Fallin, forget about trying to pay for lazy people’s
medical bills.  Make medical care more open and transparent
on cost, foster price competition among medical providers,
make people pay their own way, and put people back to work
where they will likely climb the ladder to better paying jobs
that provide health insurance.    Keep a safety net for the truly
needy and force all the others to find a way to contribute. 
Those are Republican values that you should be pursuing
instead of opening a spigot for temporary federal dollars to
pour into the trough.
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Bond Issues; A Question of Constitutional Integrity

By The Watchman
 

Oklahoma got off easy during so far in this recession. We have
one of the lowest unemployment rates in the nation along with
one of the fastest growing economies in the nation. One thing
we also have, and should be ashamed of, is the fastest
growing state government spending in the nation. The attitude
of our elected officials is that spend as much as you can and
finance the rest.
 
It’s become an annual ritual at the State Capitol over the
budgeting process. Borrowing the words from someone more
knowledgeable than I, “It is said the definition of insanity is
doing the same thing over and over again and expecting
different results.” If this does not fit the budgeting process, I
don’t know what does.
 
I found this article that describes the situation rather well.
Former legislator and current State Treasurer Ken Miller uses
the Department of Corrections as an example. At the
beginning of each legislative session, they repeatedly
approach the legislature for supplemental funds to continue
operations to the end of the fiscal year. That’s no way to run
such an important department.  But let’s not forget that in the
article Miller made much of the constitutional requirement to
balance our budget while conveniently forgetting that he and
his RINO cohorts passed the Health Provider tax in 2010
knowing that they didn’t have the required super majority vote
to pass constitutional muster and that the bill would be struck
down in the State Supreme Court.  How do we know that they
knew this?  Because they said so during the debate on the
final bill!
 
Then we turn to revenue. Since his election to office State
Treasurer Ken Miller has repeatedly reported increases in
revenue to the state coffers. When first elected, Mr. Miller was
reluctant to use federal dollars in the budget. According to
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this article his attitude has changed. I also find it interesting
that the author of the article has forgotten that Ken Miller
authored almost a billion dollars in new taxes and tax
increases in his final year at the Capitol.  Ken Miller’s attitude
hasn’t changed a whit but maybe Patrick McGuigan has finally
opened his eyes.
 
The fact of the matter lies with the leadership in the House
and the Senate. Under the leadership of the liberal House
Speaker Kris Steele, we saw an increase of state spending on
an average of five percent (5%) per year even during the
recession. This was done with federal dollars and borrowing.
The Senate leadership went along with this. Now it’s time to
pay the price.
 
Speaker-elect T. W. Shannon had enough fore-thought to do
an interim study on various scenarios of federal spending
drops including a collapse in federal spending. Here is what he
had to say about Oklahoma and federal spending.
 
 
How do you fix this mess? You start with personnel. You
shrink the work force by replacing every two retirees with one
new hire only in core government functions. You add
personnel where needed such as in the Corrections
Department. You build more prison beds and incarcerate the
felons instead of releasing them on the public. You allow more
conservative ideas to reach the floor of both the House and
the Senate. There are more solutions out there than you think.
You use the rainy day fund to repair the capitol and a good
step would be to start enforcing the immigration laws in the
sanctuary cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa.  Above all, you
live by the States Constitution and you balance the budget
within the means of the state appropriation.
 
It is vital that the Great State of Oklahoma stop relying on
federal dollars for as much as possible. Too much dependence
on federal money will leave the State of Oklahoma in the same
shape as California.
 

 
A Reader Replies

 

38686

http://t.ymlp307.net/wbujaiahbhyanaubyafajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp307.net/wbubakahbhyagaubyarajbju/click.php


Actually not just a reader but someone that was mentioned in
one of our articles last week on the chilling effect that
Oklahoma County Reserve Deputy Eli Jarjoura’s lawsuit would
have on activists in the freedom movement.   Cleveland
County journalist/researcher Kay Beach sent a series of texts
in response to our mentioning that she had removed her story
on our initial Jarjoura/Sheriff Whetsel article from her blog
after receiving a threatening letter from Jarjoura’s attorney. 
Here are the texts:
 
11/19/2012  11:06 am
Kay Beach:  Hey Al, I can’t wait to see you!
 
11/192012 12:37 am
Al:  What?  Does the truth sting?  People saw it for what it
was when you backed down.
 
11/19/2012 12:49 pm 
Kay Beach:  No, the truth doesn’t sting.  I would not have
been sued, it would have been my husband who has already
taken on more with my activism than any man would.  I chose
to withdraw for that reason.  I am looking forward to seeing
you because when I do, I am going to beat the hell out of
you.
 
11/19/2012 121:57 pm
Kay Beach:   Enjoy your lawsuit dummy
 
Actually it would have been impossible for Jarjoura to sue
Kay’s husband as it was Kay that researched our article, and
then republished it, agreed with the need to ask some serious
questions of Whetsel, and even found more supporting
information that buttressed the case.  Hiding behind family
members if they threaten your family is one thing that the
other activists might understand but claiming others would be
sued for your activism isn’t going to pass the smell test.   Just
admit it Kay, the threat of a lawsuit sent a chilling effect over
your research and publishing activities.  Add to that the fact
that Kay is literally judgment proof under Oklahoma law and
you get an idea of just how chilling a lawsuit for defamation
can be.  It incites unreasonable panic and the abandonment of
civil rights and natural rights.
 
But really Kay, threats of physical violence?  Yeah, you
admitted to making a threat last time I wrote about something
you did even though I didn’t identify you, then you went on
the McCarville Report and outed yourself as to making the
threat.  But threatening me twice?  Not cool Kay.   No class,
bad dog, no biscuit.
 
For those that don’t know Kay, well to put it politely she is of,
shall we say, Denneyesque proportions.   Not rubenesque,
Denneyesque, as in Rep. Lee Denny.   That’s right, old Kay is
a big un so she might well do some damage if she goes on
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the warpath.  To make matters worse I was raised old school
so hitting a woman is not acceptable under any
circumstances.  
 
That upbringing made it difficult to defend myself from my
second wife, a slender wisp of a woman to be sure but boy
would she come at you tooth and nail when she cooked off.   I
mean scratching and biting when she wasn’t throwing stuff or
swinging at you.  The only defense was to duck, grab her by
the waist, spin her around and toss her on the couch or on
the bed while you ran like hell.  A humongous Mormon family
bible to the back of the head taught me to try to gently
bounce her off the bed to allow a few precious seconds to
make it through a door and around a corner because that tiny
woman had an arm like a major league pitcher.  I swear she
had a laser sight because she could hit anything she threw at
when mad and the areodynamics of the hurled object didn't
seem to matter.
 
You were okay once you got out of missile range though and
she would cool down and come to her senses.  Well, except
for that one time when she tried to run over me when we
were dating.   She had actually taken my car keys away from
me during a disagreement so I couldn’t leave.  My way was to
not argue when angry, take a walk or a drive and cool down
so that I didn’t say something I didn’t mean.  Oh no, that was
abandoning her….  So I said she could keep the car keys but
go ahead and take her shower so she would have the time to
calm down before we talked.   That is right, my butt was out
that door as soon as I heard the water slashing.   I was
walking home to get spare keys.  Or so I thought.
 
I got maybe five blocks, walking down the sidewalk on North
Penn around 50th street when her car hurled itself over the
curb and sidewalk, just brushing my leg hard enough to knock
me sideways.   There sat my beautiful girlfriend in the driver’s
seat wearing nothing but a bra and panties, broad daylight 3
pm on a Sunday afternoon, screaming at me for “abandoning”
her.   I calmed her down, accepted a ride back to her house
so she could get dressed, and got her to agree to begin taking
anger management classes.  And yes I got my car keys back
and went home.
 
But I digress; we were discussing Kay Beach’s threats of
violence.  Like my ex wife Kay is a volatile person that soon
calms down but she isn’t one that you could grab around the
waist and toss anywhere safe, well, maybe with a John Deere
front end loader you could… so I thought I should look into
taking some precautions and spoke with legendary big foot
hunter John Reed who runs a Pennsylvania group called
Lykens Valley Sasquatch Hunters.
 
 John’s advice to hikers and campers that are attacked by a
Sasquatch is to run uphill if it is a Bigfoot male because they
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have trouble looking up due to their big forehead. If it’s a
female, run downhill because they’re so top-heavy, they have
trouble running downwards.  His other advice is to always
carry a sack of Ho Ho snack cakes or Twinkies to distract an
attacker.  Thanks John, now that Hostess Baking Company is
out of business what am I going to do?  Maybe substitute
glazed donuts so that I have a defense against emotionally
distressed reserve deputy sheriff/dentists as well?  Or would a
sugar coated donut simply drive a dentist off into the deep
end?  One look at Kay will convince you that carrot sticks or
apple slices ain’t gonna do the trick.
 
All joking aside Kay isn’t a bad person by any means; she is
just both volatile and timid in some weird manner.  Too timid
to hold her ground against those that would strip her 1st

Amendment rights away from her but volatile enough to blame
a fellow activist for pointing out the obvious.  Kay has done a
lot of research on liberty issues and has a knack for looking at
the big picture.   She has worked tirelessly for longer than
most trying to motivate people to stand up and for that we
have no complaint; our complaint is her entering the arena
without considering the consequences of her actions.  She has
an excellent guide for prospective activist on her website that
provides an insight into her thinking.
 
I would point out to her that point #2 (credibility is
everything), #5 (allies require honorable interaction), #6
(highest nail gets hit first so lower your profile if you can’t
take the hits), #7 (build trust, even opponents respect that),
#8 (be impeccable in your word, intent, and message), and #
10 (be relentless and you’ll win) are points that she needs to
consider.  Backing down destroys credibility and as she says
credibility is an all or nothing deal, folding under pressure
especially if you are nearly judgment proof as Kay is hardly
honorable, that you should consider if you can take the hits
before you occupy a foxhole rather than flee in terror once the
fight gets real, that backing down destroys your image of
being a freedom fighter and is hardly impeccable in word,
intent, or message, and that without being relentless you will
indeed lose the fight.
 
Sometimes people say or write things just to try the ideas on
for size; they don’t mean them as much as they would like to
mean them.  Many women are notorious for thinking out loud,
leaving a clear message to men to pay little attention to what
she says and a lot of attention to what she does.  My advice
for Kay would be to spend less time threatening others for
their opinions and more time either rewriting her list to live by
or living up to the list she asks others to live by.
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The TSA Needs to Go

By The Watchman
 

 
We, as law abiding citizens of Oklahoma, expect our state and
Federal Agencies to obey and comply with the law. When they
violate the law, they should, and in most cases are punished
for it. So, why does the Transportation and Security
Administration place itself above the law?
 
We have all heard the arguments over whether or not TSA
body scanners are safe or not. What we have not heard a lot
about is the procedure used to implement the usage of body
scanners in airports around the country. The reason you
haven’t heard anything, is because TSA has violated its own
regulations when it put the scanners into use. Since July of
2011 they have been under a Court Order to implement those
procedures. On July 17, 2012, the Electronic Privacy
Information Center returned to Court and again asked the
Court to compel the Agency to comply. To date, there has
been no decision rendered. You can read the story here.
 
Other questions about the safety of airport body scanners
have arisen. Many people opt for the pat down over the scans
because of the concerns over radiation. You can read about
those concerns here.The concern over these body scanners
has spread internationally. Europe has banned the use of body
scanners. You can read about that here.
 
Does the TSA have personnel problems? Like all organizations
of this size, the answer is yes. Here again though, buy
violating their own procedures, they have created some of
their own problems. In their rush to increase the size of their
organization, they have repeatedly hired and put to work
people without doing the required background checks until
months and sometimes years later. That is why we continue
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to see reports like this and this. These are self-imposed
problems created by lack of compliance with regulations and
gross negligence on the part of the supervisory and yes
Secretarial level of TSA.
 
For your own protection while traveling, we would like to
present this to you.This explains some of the things they are
doing at airports to rip you off. Armed with this knowledge,
maybe your travels will be a little safer this Holiday Season.
 
We all know that nobody and no organization likes to get bad
publicity. Retaliation is a natural response. But an individual
and an organization is usually more careful than this about
who they retaliate against. TSA Threat To Opt Out Journalist:
‘We Know Who You Are. When an organization stands in direct
violation of the law, you don’t normally find them warning of
retaliation against grass roots movements . 
 
Are there options to the body scanners and pat downs? The
answer there is a resounding yes. The model is built on the
Israeli method and has proven quite successful. Contrary to
what the article states, this is not racial profiling. You can read
the article here. In the United States today, the potential
terrorist is coming from all racial backgrounds. The Israeli
method could be used to detect them.
 
There are some bright spots in the TSA program. One that is
showing promise is the PreCheck program. It has some
problems that still need to be worked out, but with proper
leadership it can be done. You can read about that program
here.
 
While researching this article, one question kept coming up.
That question was “Will more training for screeners and
supervisors help curb the problem?” I found this interesting
article on the subject in the Wall Street Journal.  Training
always helps. Proper training is one of the reasons our Armed
Forces perform so magnificently. In the case of the TSA
though, what needs to be accomplished first is to eliminate
the culture of corruption that exist at the upper management
of the agency on down before this would work.
 
National World Travel Insights did a study with frequent
travelers, including pilots, on ways to fix TSA. You can read
the report here. You can tell that this was a well thought out
study. You will notice that one of the items they recommend is
doing away with the body scanners. Imagine that for a while.
TSA installs body scanners illegally, then refuses to comply
with a court order, then gets everyone upset over them and
refuses to take them out. Europe refuses to use them and
everyone says they are a waste of time. Why does this agency
think it is above the law.
 
So where does that leave us. How do we better protect the
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citizens of Oklahoma and the many visitors to our great state?
The answer lies in the laws that have been provided to us.
When an organization has placed itself above the law, it is
time to replace that organization. It would not be the first time
it has been done. Congress went so far as to make it easier
for us. We don’t often site the Liberal New York Times, but we
will here.  
It should be easy to find a private security company that can
comply with the TSA regulations, and at the same time provide
a more polite and courteous screening of passengers at our
states airports. Oklahomans, by nature, are a courteous
people. We are an honest, law abiding people who believe in
the rule of law.
 
So should Oklahoma’s airports abandon the Transportation
Security Administration? The answer is yes. The agency was
formed with the promise that it would never be allowed to
unionize, yet it has been. It has placed itself above the law by
violating its own rules and regulations. It has repeatedly hired
individuals, and placed them on the line as screeners without
doing the proper background checks. It has failed in its
assigned task of stopping potential terrorist and weapons from
entering airplanes. It has abused its powers by harassing
Senators, Congressmen, the elderly, molesting the young and
sexually abusing adults during pat downs. This is an
organization better suited for investigation under the RICO act
than protecting America. It’s time for a change.
 
 

 
A Classy End to a Classy Campaign

 
We received this on Saturday from the Sorrels Campaign.   I
don’t think we have seen the last of Darrell Sorrels because he
isn’t the kind to just quit trying to make a difference.
 
Thanks to all who supported the Sorrels for Sheriff Campaign.
Two years of trying to educate Oklahoma County citizens
about making the right choice for sheriff came to an end with
the wishes of the citizens to retain the current sheriff. It was a
hard fought battle for liberty and I would like to thank so
many people, groups and businesses that supported our
campaign with their resources and financial support. It's not
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over; we will continue to fight for the freedom that was
established by our founding fathers. I am humbled by the
many individuals that continue to sacrifice their time and
efforts in the campaign for freedom and liberty for all.

Thank you,
Darrell Sorrels
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Here are all the House members in two fifty
member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in
your email address header and email fifty of them
with one email yet they won't know who else got
the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one
block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state
Senator?   Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before
forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone
from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this
email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent
being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs,
postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We
are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned
money wisely and frugally as we do our very best
to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin
to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea
party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK,
73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the
Paypal donation button.
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From: Mike Ryan
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: remember?
Date: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 10:52:30 AM

Tonda --

On Thursday, the Supreme Court will rule on Health Care Reform.

No matter how they come down, we’ve got to show that we’re behind the President on
this.

If you agree that access to health care should always be a right -- not a privilege -- sign this
petition to stand with President Obama.

Click here to add your name: I Support Obamacare >>

Thanks,

Mike

Mike Ryan
DCCC Policy Director

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | To unsubscribe, click here: http://dccc.org/optout.

Change or update your email address and contact information by clicking here.
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From: Democratic Headquarters
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: reminder
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 2:40:50 PM

Tonda --

Speaker Boehner says Obamacare must be on the table in the Fiscal Cliff
negotiations… WHAT?!?!

Did he forget what happened in the election? Did he forget that House
Republicans failed to repeal Obamacare after voting on it 33 times?

If Boehner and the Republicans need a reminder of what happened on election
night, we’re more than happy to give it to them. Help us raise $100,000 before
midnight tomorrow so we can pressure Republicans who refuse to budge and call
them out in their home districts.

Rapid Response Deadline: Donate $3 or whatever
you can to help us call out Republicans who refuse
to budge >>

Boehner and Cantor just don’t get it. The American people are done with the Tea
Party histrionics that come out every time we need to pass a bill. These guys
don’t understand that the Tea Party is over. No more debt-deal showdowns, no
more middle-class hostage taking, and no more shutdowns.

Donate $3 or more right now to send a message to Boehner and Cantor: The Tea
Party is over.

http://dccc.org/Tea-Party-Is-Over

Democratic Headquarters

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,
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DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: Jason Sutton
To: Jason Sutton
Subject: Rep. Dorman Seeks Special Session to Make Decision on Health Insurance Exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:38:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
November 14, 2012

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Joe Dorman
Phone:  (405) 557-7305
 

Rep. Dorman Seeks Special Session to Make Decision on Health
Insurance Exchanges

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Joe Dorman has drafted a petition for members of the
Oklahoma House of Representatives to sign that could call the House into a special session
so they can decide which action to take in regards to the health insurance exchange required
by the federal healthcare reform law passed in 2010.
 
Dorman attempted to make an announcement regarding the petition today while the House
was convened for members to take the oath of office but his microphone was cut off by the
presiding officer.
 
“I think Speaker-elect Shannon thought I was attempting to make a motion, but I just wanted
all the members to know that I have the petition here in my office so they can sign it if they
are interested,” said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. “We have a limited window of opportunity to
act and take official action on behalf of the state, and I thought it would be best to announce
it today while most of the members are present.”
 
The deadline for states to implement a plan to create an insurance exchange was originally
set for November, but the federal Department of Health and Human Services extended the
deadline to December 14.
 
“If we don’t implement our own plan of action by the deadline, the federal government will
come in and create one for us,” said Dorman. “This is our opportunity to maintain some level
of control over how our exchange is designed and functions if the legislators and Governor
Fallin decide to go that direction. Oklahomans often say they don’t like the federal
government sticking its nose in our business, but they are really going to exert some extreme
control over us soon if we don’t act.”
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Dorman said the Constitution requires a two-thirds majority of signatures of current members
of both legislative bodies to call the Legislature into special session by petition, unless the
governor calls a special session.
 
“Today when nearly all the members of the House were present was the best time to make the
announcement,” said Dorman. “I prefer to do it in person rather than by email so I can
answer any questions about the petition the members may have. We need to determine what
the will of the majority is, and the only way to do that is by having a special session where
we can deliberate our options and vote on it.”
 
Dorman said there are really only three options for the state: implement an exchange by using
some existing exchange structure, allowing the federal government to come in and implement
their own exchange or creating something entirely new that will comply with the federal
guidelines currently in place. Dorman has opposed the overall federal health care mandates in
previous sessions, but said he wants to ensure the best interest of Oklahomans is met with
any required federal programs.
 
“My preference, if this is forced upon us, is to use some existing technology and
infrastructure, such as SoonerCare or InsureOklahoma,” said Dorman. “It will be the
cheapest and fastest way to meet the deadline and maintain some control over health choices
for Oklahomans.”
 
 
 

-30-
 

 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Mary Fallin
To: lew@wbjohnstongrain.com
Subject: REPLY: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 12:06:37 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma_PerCapitalSpending.xlsx

Dear Lew,
 
Thanks for your email last week.  I appreciate your time and concerns but wanted to follow
up with you regarding the claim you made in your email, as it simply does not match up
with the facts of Oklahoma’s current economic posture.  According to data aggregated from
the Office of Management and Budget, the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S.

Census Bureau, Oklahoma ranked 42nd in per capita spending during FY 11, 40th in FY 12,

and is projected to be ranked 38th in FY 13.  While I agree there is room for improvement in
these rankings, Oklahoma is far from the number one state in per capita spending in the
United States.  If you have data to contradict this information, I would greatly appreciate you
sharing it, so that I may send it to my staff for further analysis and understanding.
 
I am proud that, since taking office, I have made government modernization and reduction
of wasteful spending a cornerstone of my administration.  This is clear by the numerous
successful initiatives we have passed and signed into law over the last two years.  My IT
Modernization and Consolidation efforts have already saved the state approximately $130
million and are expected to save millions more.  My energy efficiency initiative, which is in
the process of being implemented as we speak, is projected to save the state $500 million. 
These are just a couple of examples of what I am doing to reduce spending and waste in
state government and my appointment to leadership in the National Governors Association
will only help me elevate these issues to the national level so that other states may continue
to follow Oklahoma’s example and I may also learn from other states’ best practices.
 
Thank you again for your email and continued support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
 
 
From: Lew Meibergen [mailto:lew@wbjohnstongrain.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 26, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Mary Fallin 
Subject: RE: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association 
 
Dear Mary:
I am in receipt of your e-mail of October 23.  It was certainly good to hear
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FY 2013

		FY 13 Comparison of State and Local Government Spending and Debt in the United States

		Amounts in $ per capita

		State		State & Local Spending		State & Local Debt		Gross State Product		Real State Growth		Population (Million)		Comments

		District of Columbia		$28,405.40		$21,275.10		$116.40		3.10%		0.5

		Alaska		$20,727.30		$15,794.40		$57.60		3.30%		0.7

		Wyoming		$16,256.00		$5,198.80		$41.10		2.00%		0.5

		New York		$16,097.10		$17,173.70		$1,238.10		2.80%		19.5

		North Dakota		$13,453.70		$9,201.50		$47.90		5.40%		0.6

		Massachusetts		$12,168.40		$15,410.20		$423.10		3.20%		6.7

		Nebraska		$11,805.20		$8,295.00		$102.50		2.40%		1.8

		New Jersey		$11,750.70		$11,257.60		$515.10		2.20%		9.1

		Delaware		$11,613.00		$8,488.50		$70.40		2.90%		0.9

		Louisiana		$11,582.40		$8,358.00		$275.00		2.60%		4.6

		Washington		$11,415.60		$11,386.70		$386.40		3.10%		6.9

		California		$11,396.80		$10,940.20		$2,128.30		3.10%		38.9

		Connecticut		$11,270.60		$12,055.90		$249.10		3.10%		3.6

		New Mexico		$11,238.20		$8,031.00		$85.20		2.40%		2

		Pennsylvania		$11,190.60		$10,577.20		$624.50		2.80%		12.7

		Oregon		$11,073.50		$9,385.00		$213.20		4.10%		3.9

		Rhode Island		$10,997.50		$11,372.80		$53.50		2.60%		1.1

		Vermont		$10,989.80		$7,583.20		$27.70		2.50%		0.7

		Minnesota		$10,731.00		$8,846.60		$305.20		2.80%		5.5

		Colorado		$10,664.80		$10,339.40		$287.40		3.10%		5

		Iowa		$10,579.60		$5,373.50		$164.00		3.10%		3

		Illinois		$10,534.10		$11,308.80		$724.50		2.80%		13

		Ohio		$10,497.70		$6,710.70		$522.50		2.80%		11.6

		Hawaii		$10,281.60		$9,763.00		$71.30		2.30%		1.4

		Montana		$10,243.90		$6,396.80		$41.10		2.40%		1

		Wisconsin		$10,223.90		$8,300.50		$275.30		2.80%		5.8

		Maryland		$10,065.50		$7,382.50		$322.10		2.70%		6

		West Virginia		$9,805.40		$6,905.60		$75.10		4.10%		1.8

		Kansas		$9,632.10		$10,276.60		$141.60		2.60%		2.9

		Kentucky		$9,618.60		$10,488.10		$177.60		2.60%		4.3

		Mississippi		$9,550.70		$4,832.70		$104.40		2.10%		3

		South Carolina		$9,393.90		$8,668.20		$178.50		2.80%		4.6

		Maine		$9,387.70		$7,343.20		$54.80		2.30%		1.4

		Texas		$9,379.30		$10,696.50		$1,457.50		3.60%		26

		Utah		$9,368.40		$7,284.70		$135.30		3.10%		2.8

		Michigan		$9,358.00		$7,419.60		$419.50		3.20%		10.3

		South Dakota		$9,196.70		$7,190.80		$43.90		2.70%		0.8

		Oklahoma		$8,987.80		$5,331.00		$169.40		2.70%		3.7		Oklahoma ranks 38th

		Alabama		$8,936.10		$6,078.50		$183.70		2.10%		4.7

		New Hampshire		$8,841.20		$8,306.40		$68.30		2.90%		1.4

		Tennessee		$8,776.40		$6,314.90		$288.80		3.10%		6.4

		Virginia		$8,757.70		$7,831.90		$457.30		2.50%		8.3

		Indiana		$8,665.70		$7,683.40		$301.40		2.80%		6.5

		North Carolina		$8,614.20		$5,651.10		$474.70		3.00%		9.8

		Arkansas		$8,578.40		$5,100.70		$114.20		2.50%		2.9

		Missouri		$8,504.70		$7,701.60		$266.70		2.40%		6

		Georgia		$8,326.60		$5,214.90		$453.30		3.00%		10

		Florida		$8,160.10		$7,422.40		$805.70		2.60%		20.2

		Idaho		$7,702.60		$3,994.60		$62.40		2.60%		1.6

		Nevada		$7,661.80		$9,987.20		$140.30		2.80%		2.9

		Arizona		$7,375.10		$6,812.10		$278.50		2.90%		7

		Sources:

		GDP: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Table 10.1

		Federal: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Tables 3.2 and 7.1

		State and Local: State and Local Gov. Finances

		www.usgovernmentspending.com
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FY 2012

		FY 12 Comparison of State and Local Government Spending and Debt in the United States

		Amounts in $ per capita

		State		State & Local Spending		State & Local Debt		Gross State Product		Real State Growth		Population (Million)		Comments

		District of Columbia		$26,802.90		$19,931.00		$111.20		1.30%		0.6

		Alaska		$20,272.30		$14,940.60		$54.30		1.70%		0.7

		Wyoming		$16,000.50		$4,996.80		$39.10		-0.50%		0.5

		New York		$15,956.40		$17,147.50		$1,187.90		0.80%		19.4

		North Dakota		$12,207.30		$8,265.80		$44.10		4.90%		0.7

		Massachusetts		$12,019.60		$15,003.50		$404.40		1.40%		6.6

		New Jersey		$11,918.90		$11,389.40		$496.10		-0.10%		9

		Nebraska		$11,413.70		$8,054.70		$97.70		0.20%		1.8

		California		$11,368.00		$11,111.50		$2,029.80		1.30%		38.4

		Delaware		$11,349.50		$8,271.70		$67.50		1.10%		0.9

		Washington		$11,331.10		$11,221.20		$368.30		1.30%		6.8

		New Mexico		$11,250.60		$8,183.90		$81.70		0.30%		2.1

		Connecticut		$11,208.80		$12,033.40		$237.90		1.30%		3.6

		Louisiana		$11,141.30		$8,083.20		$260.10		0.40%		4.6

		Pennsylvania		$11,073.80		$10,267.80		$597.10		0.90%		12.7

		Vermont		$11,059.20		$7,542.60		$26.60		0.40%		0.6

		Rhode Island		$11,042.50		$11,522.80		$51.40		0.60%		1.1

		Oregon		$10,864.70		$9,151.50		$202.70		3.00%		3.9

		Minnesota		$10,666.90		$8,773.70		$291.40		0.80%		5.4

		Colorado		$10,613.20		$10,121.20		$274.00		1.30%		5

		Illinois		$10,488.10		$11,185.10		$692.50		0.90%		12.9

		Ohio		$10,384.30		$6,654.00		$499.50		0.80%		11.6

		Hawaii		$10,339.20		$9,868.50		$68.50		0.00%		1.4

		Iowa		$10,293.00		$5,048.30		$155.60		1.30%		3

		Montana		$10,151.60		$6,037.90		$39.30		0.10%		1

		Wisconsin		$10,151.10		$8,072.10		$263.10		0.80%		5.8

		Maryland		$10,118.00		$7,424.90		$309.00		0.70%		5.9

		Kansas		$9,544.40		$10,311.30		$135.30		0.50%		2.9

		Kentucky		$9,520.50		$10,320.10		$169.90		0.50%		4.3

		Mississippi		$9,454.20		$4,780.40		$100.30		-0.30%		3

		Maine		$9,416.70		$7,354.20		$52.70		-0.10%		1.4

		West Virginia		$9,387.90		$6,573.20		$70.70		2.90%		1.8

		Michigan		$9,377.10		$7,358.10		$399.80		1.50%		10.2

		South Carolina		$9,310.70		$8,551.00		$170.80		0.80%		4.6

		Texas		$9,221.50		$10,602.70		$1,376.70		2.10%		25.7

		Utah		$9,157.90		$7,051.10		$129.00		1.30%		2.8

		South Dakota		$8,971.30		$6,880.40		$41.70		0.60%		0.8

		New Hampshire		$8,921.60		$8,209.10		$65.40		1.00%		1.4

		Alabama		$8,907.00		$6,011.40		$176.70		-0.30%		4.7

		Oklahoma		$8,834.30		$5,181.50		$161.20		0.70%		3.7		Oklahoma ranks 40th

		Virginia		$8,725.00		$7,889.50		$439.20		0.30%		8.2

		Tennessee		$8,593.10		$6,228.00		$275.70		1.30%		6.4

		North Carolina		$8,560.40		$5,508.00		$453.90		1.20%		9.7

		Arkansas		$8,511.80		$5,001.60		$109.20		0.30%		2.9

		Missouri		$8,508.70		$7,674.50		$255.90		0.20%		6

		Indiana		$8,478.40		$7,685.40		$287.70		0.80%		6.5

		Florida		$8,315.30		$7,612.70		$773.20		0.40%		19.7

		Georgia		$8,233.20		$5,204.60		$433.00		1.20%		9.9

		Nevada		$7,849.40		$10,393.20		$134.30		0.90%		2.8

		Idaho		$7,701.40		$3,994.00		$59.70		0.50%		1.6

		Arizona		$7,596.10		$7,182.10		$266.40		1.10%		6.8

		Sources:

		GDP: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Table 10.1

		Federal: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Tables 3.2 and 7.1

		State and Local: State and Local Gov. Finances

		www.usgovernmentspending.com
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FY 2011

		FY 11 Comparison of State and Local Government Spending and Debt in the United States

		Amounts in $ per capita

		State		State & Local Spending		State & Local Debt		Gross State Product		Real State Growth		Population (Million)		Comments

		District of Columbia		$23,463.90		$17,479.70		$107.60		1.90%		0.6

		Alaska		$20,012.20		$14,299.00		$51.40		2.50%		0.7

		New York		$15,644.30		$16,875.00		$1,158.00		1.10%		19.5

		Wyoming		$15,426.70		$4,633.40		$37.60		-1.20%		0.6

		New Jersey		$12,018.00		$11,470.50		$487.00		-0.50%		8.8

		Massachusetts		$11,859.10		$14,839.10		$391.80		2.20%		6.6

		California		$11,491.90		$11,159.30		$1,958.90		2.00%		37.7

		Rhode Island		$11,186.30		$11,832.70		$50.10		0.70%		1.1

		Vermont		$11,168.20		$7,616.20		$25.90		0.50%		0.6

		Washington		$11,155.60		$10,874.30		$355.10		2.00%		6.8

		Connecticut		$11,139.90		$11,879.40		$230.10		2.00%		3.6

		Delaware		$11,048.00		$8,314.90		$65.80		1.60%		0.9

		New Mexico		$11,013.90		$8,168.50		$79.40		0.20%		2.1

		Nebraska		$10,897.00		$7,735.30		$94.20		0.10%		1.8

		Louisiana		$10,825.80		$7,870.60		$247.70		0.50%		4.6

		Pennsylvania		$10,766.00		$9,934.40		$578.80		1.20%		12.7

		North Dakota		$10,713.50		$7,200.00		$40.30		7.60%		0.7

		Minnesota		$10,689.70		$8,743.10		$281.70		1.20%		5.3

		Oregon		$10,620.00		$8,981.90		$194.70		4.70%		3.9

		Illinois		$10,408.70		$10,987.60		$670.70		1.30%		12.9

		Hawaii		$10,395.30		$9,679.30		$67.00		-0.20%		1.4

		Colorado		$10,256.30		$9,896.30		$264.30		1.90%		5.1

		Ohio		$10,205.90		$6,647.20		$484.00		1.10%		11.5

		Maryland		$10,156.60		$7,478.80		$301.10		0.90%		5.8

		Wisconsin		$10,044.80		$7,857.10		$254.80		1.10%		5.7

		Iowa		$9,947.80		$4,860.70		$149.00		1.90%		3.1

		Montana		$9,808.30		$5,880.70		$38.00		0.00%		1

		Maine		$9,497.20		$7,225.90		$51.60		-0.40%		1.3

		Michigan		$9,492.10		$7,619.90		$385.20		2.30%		9.9

		Kansas		$9,414.50		$10,240.40		$130.90		0.50%		2.9

		Mississippi		$9,328.20		$4,731.40		$97.80		-0.80%		3

		Kentucky		$9,250.60		$9,994.20		$164.80		0.50%		4.4

		South Carolina		$9,178.40		$8,336.60		$165.80		1.20%		4.7

		New Hampshire		$9,054.80		$8,388.20		$63.60		1.50%		1.3

		Texas		$8,923.50		$10,281.50		$1,308.10		3.30%		25.7

		West Virginia		$8,909.90		$6,188.00		$66.80		4.50%		1.9

		Utah		$8,846.50		$6,728.40		$124.50		2.00%		2.8

		Alabama		$8,791.70		$5,872.60		$173.10		-0.80%		4.8

		Virginia		$8,668.70		$7,872.00		$428.90		0.30%		8.1

		Florida		$8,602.60		$7,918.40		$754.30		0.50%		19.1

		South Dakota		$8,583.30		$6,620.50		$40.10		0.80%		0.8

		Oklahoma		$8,532.80		$4,999.80		$155.00		1.00%		3.8		Oklahoma ranks 42nd

		Missouri		$8,482.10		$7,599.80		$249.50		0.00%		6

		North Carolina		$8,479.10		$5,425.40		$439.90		1.80%		9.7

		Tennessee		$8,457.80		$6,126.60		$266.50		1.90%		6.4

		Indiana		$8,276.80		$7,751.90		$278.10		1.10%		6.5

		Nevada		$8,249.80		$10,773.90		$130.40		1.20%		2.7

		Arkansas		$8,241.60		$4,856.90		$105.80		0.30%		2.9

		Georgia		$8,159.30		$5,274.20		$418.90		1.70%		9.8

		Arizona		$8,088.90		$7,692.70		$258.40		1.50%		6.5

		Idaho		$7,682.20		$3,963.70		$57.90		0.60%		1.6



		Sources:

		GDP: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Table 10.1

		Federal: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Tables 3.2 and 7.1

		State and Local: State and Local Gov. Finances

		www.usgovernmentspending.com
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from you; I didn’t know if you knew my address as I hadn’t heard from
you on any items I had previously sent correspondence.
 
I really hate to see you serve as an officer of the NGA.  I would rather see
you stay at home and work with the state to cut this spending as you
promised when elected.  I must take my hat off to you – Oklahoma is
number one in per capita spending in the USA.
 
I must pass up your request at this time.  Perhaps I can help on other
issues.  We must cut this spending!
 
I was very proud we had a Republican Governor and Republican House
and Senate but greatly disappointed after learning we led the nation in per
capita spending.
Sincerely,
 
Lew Meibergen
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Lew Meibergen
Subject: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
 
Hi Lew,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
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For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed
my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
 

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information that is legally privileged. This information is intended
only for the use of the individuals or entities listed above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of these documents is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this information in error, please notify the sender immediately and arrange for the return or destruction of these documents.
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From: Mary Fallin
To: lew@wbjohnstongrain.com
Bcc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: REPLY: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 12:06:00 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma_PerCapitalSpending.xlsx

Dear Lew,
 
Thanks for your email last week.  I appreciate your time and concerns but wanted to follow
up with you regarding the claim you made in your email, as it simply does not match up
with the facts of Oklahoma’s current economic posture.  According to data aggregated from
the Office of Management and Budget, the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S.

Census Bureau, Oklahoma ranked 42nd in per capita spending during FY 11, 40th in FY 12,

and is projected to be ranked 38th in FY 13.  While I agree there is room for improvement in
these rankings, Oklahoma is far from the number one state in per capita spending in the
United States.  If you have data to contradict this information, I would greatly appreciate you
sharing it, so that I may send it to my staff for further analysis and understanding.
 
I am proud that, since taking office, I have made government modernization and reduction
of wasteful spending a cornerstone of my administration.  This is clear by the numerous
successful initiatives we have passed and signed into law over the last two years.  My IT
Modernization and Consolidation efforts have already saved the state approximately $130
million and are expected to save millions more.  My energy efficiency initiative, which is in
the process of being implemented as we speak, is projected to save the state $500 million. 
These are just a couple of examples of what I am doing to reduce spending and waste in
state government and my appointment to leadership in the National Governors Association
will only help me elevate these issues to the national level so that other states may continue
to follow Oklahoma’s example and I may also learn from other states’ best practices.
 
Thank you again for your email and continued support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
 
 
From: Lew Meibergen [mailto:lew@wbjohnstongrain.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 26, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Mary Fallin 
Subject: RE: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association 
 
Dear Mary:
I am in receipt of your e-mail of October 23.  It was certainly good to hear

38703

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=100728
mailto:lew@wbjohnstongrain.com
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:lew@wbjohnstongrain.com

FY 2013

		FY 13 Comparison of State and Local Government Spending and Debt in the United States

		Amounts in $ per capita

		State		State & Local Spending		State & Local Debt		Gross State Product		Real State Growth		Population (Million)		Comments

		District of Columbia		$28,405.40		$21,275.10		$116.40		3.10%		0.5

		Alaska		$20,727.30		$15,794.40		$57.60		3.30%		0.7

		Wyoming		$16,256.00		$5,198.80		$41.10		2.00%		0.5

		New York		$16,097.10		$17,173.70		$1,238.10		2.80%		19.5

		North Dakota		$13,453.70		$9,201.50		$47.90		5.40%		0.6

		Massachusetts		$12,168.40		$15,410.20		$423.10		3.20%		6.7

		Nebraska		$11,805.20		$8,295.00		$102.50		2.40%		1.8

		New Jersey		$11,750.70		$11,257.60		$515.10		2.20%		9.1

		Delaware		$11,613.00		$8,488.50		$70.40		2.90%		0.9

		Louisiana		$11,582.40		$8,358.00		$275.00		2.60%		4.6

		Washington		$11,415.60		$11,386.70		$386.40		3.10%		6.9

		California		$11,396.80		$10,940.20		$2,128.30		3.10%		38.9

		Connecticut		$11,270.60		$12,055.90		$249.10		3.10%		3.6

		New Mexico		$11,238.20		$8,031.00		$85.20		2.40%		2

		Pennsylvania		$11,190.60		$10,577.20		$624.50		2.80%		12.7

		Oregon		$11,073.50		$9,385.00		$213.20		4.10%		3.9

		Rhode Island		$10,997.50		$11,372.80		$53.50		2.60%		1.1

		Vermont		$10,989.80		$7,583.20		$27.70		2.50%		0.7

		Minnesota		$10,731.00		$8,846.60		$305.20		2.80%		5.5

		Colorado		$10,664.80		$10,339.40		$287.40		3.10%		5

		Iowa		$10,579.60		$5,373.50		$164.00		3.10%		3

		Illinois		$10,534.10		$11,308.80		$724.50		2.80%		13

		Ohio		$10,497.70		$6,710.70		$522.50		2.80%		11.6

		Hawaii		$10,281.60		$9,763.00		$71.30		2.30%		1.4

		Montana		$10,243.90		$6,396.80		$41.10		2.40%		1

		Wisconsin		$10,223.90		$8,300.50		$275.30		2.80%		5.8

		Maryland		$10,065.50		$7,382.50		$322.10		2.70%		6

		West Virginia		$9,805.40		$6,905.60		$75.10		4.10%		1.8

		Kansas		$9,632.10		$10,276.60		$141.60		2.60%		2.9

		Kentucky		$9,618.60		$10,488.10		$177.60		2.60%		4.3

		Mississippi		$9,550.70		$4,832.70		$104.40		2.10%		3

		South Carolina		$9,393.90		$8,668.20		$178.50		2.80%		4.6

		Maine		$9,387.70		$7,343.20		$54.80		2.30%		1.4

		Texas		$9,379.30		$10,696.50		$1,457.50		3.60%		26

		Utah		$9,368.40		$7,284.70		$135.30		3.10%		2.8

		Michigan		$9,358.00		$7,419.60		$419.50		3.20%		10.3

		South Dakota		$9,196.70		$7,190.80		$43.90		2.70%		0.8

		Oklahoma		$8,987.80		$5,331.00		$169.40		2.70%		3.7		Oklahoma ranks 38th

		Alabama		$8,936.10		$6,078.50		$183.70		2.10%		4.7

		New Hampshire		$8,841.20		$8,306.40		$68.30		2.90%		1.4

		Tennessee		$8,776.40		$6,314.90		$288.80		3.10%		6.4

		Virginia		$8,757.70		$7,831.90		$457.30		2.50%		8.3

		Indiana		$8,665.70		$7,683.40		$301.40		2.80%		6.5

		North Carolina		$8,614.20		$5,651.10		$474.70		3.00%		9.8

		Arkansas		$8,578.40		$5,100.70		$114.20		2.50%		2.9

		Missouri		$8,504.70		$7,701.60		$266.70		2.40%		6

		Georgia		$8,326.60		$5,214.90		$453.30		3.00%		10

		Florida		$8,160.10		$7,422.40		$805.70		2.60%		20.2

		Idaho		$7,702.60		$3,994.60		$62.40		2.60%		1.6

		Nevada		$7,661.80		$9,987.20		$140.30		2.80%		2.9

		Arizona		$7,375.10		$6,812.10		$278.50		2.90%		7

		Sources:

		GDP: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Table 10.1

		Federal: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Tables 3.2 and 7.1

		State and Local: State and Local Gov. Finances

		www.usgovernmentspending.com
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FY 2012

		FY 12 Comparison of State and Local Government Spending and Debt in the United States

		Amounts in $ per capita

		State		State & Local Spending		State & Local Debt		Gross State Product		Real State Growth		Population (Million)		Comments

		District of Columbia		$26,802.90		$19,931.00		$111.20		1.30%		0.6

		Alaska		$20,272.30		$14,940.60		$54.30		1.70%		0.7

		Wyoming		$16,000.50		$4,996.80		$39.10		-0.50%		0.5

		New York		$15,956.40		$17,147.50		$1,187.90		0.80%		19.4

		North Dakota		$12,207.30		$8,265.80		$44.10		4.90%		0.7

		Massachusetts		$12,019.60		$15,003.50		$404.40		1.40%		6.6

		New Jersey		$11,918.90		$11,389.40		$496.10		-0.10%		9

		Nebraska		$11,413.70		$8,054.70		$97.70		0.20%		1.8

		California		$11,368.00		$11,111.50		$2,029.80		1.30%		38.4

		Delaware		$11,349.50		$8,271.70		$67.50		1.10%		0.9

		Washington		$11,331.10		$11,221.20		$368.30		1.30%		6.8

		New Mexico		$11,250.60		$8,183.90		$81.70		0.30%		2.1

		Connecticut		$11,208.80		$12,033.40		$237.90		1.30%		3.6

		Louisiana		$11,141.30		$8,083.20		$260.10		0.40%		4.6

		Pennsylvania		$11,073.80		$10,267.80		$597.10		0.90%		12.7

		Vermont		$11,059.20		$7,542.60		$26.60		0.40%		0.6

		Rhode Island		$11,042.50		$11,522.80		$51.40		0.60%		1.1

		Oregon		$10,864.70		$9,151.50		$202.70		3.00%		3.9

		Minnesota		$10,666.90		$8,773.70		$291.40		0.80%		5.4

		Colorado		$10,613.20		$10,121.20		$274.00		1.30%		5

		Illinois		$10,488.10		$11,185.10		$692.50		0.90%		12.9

		Ohio		$10,384.30		$6,654.00		$499.50		0.80%		11.6

		Hawaii		$10,339.20		$9,868.50		$68.50		0.00%		1.4

		Iowa		$10,293.00		$5,048.30		$155.60		1.30%		3

		Montana		$10,151.60		$6,037.90		$39.30		0.10%		1

		Wisconsin		$10,151.10		$8,072.10		$263.10		0.80%		5.8

		Maryland		$10,118.00		$7,424.90		$309.00		0.70%		5.9

		Kansas		$9,544.40		$10,311.30		$135.30		0.50%		2.9

		Kentucky		$9,520.50		$10,320.10		$169.90		0.50%		4.3

		Mississippi		$9,454.20		$4,780.40		$100.30		-0.30%		3

		Maine		$9,416.70		$7,354.20		$52.70		-0.10%		1.4

		West Virginia		$9,387.90		$6,573.20		$70.70		2.90%		1.8

		Michigan		$9,377.10		$7,358.10		$399.80		1.50%		10.2

		South Carolina		$9,310.70		$8,551.00		$170.80		0.80%		4.6

		Texas		$9,221.50		$10,602.70		$1,376.70		2.10%		25.7

		Utah		$9,157.90		$7,051.10		$129.00		1.30%		2.8

		South Dakota		$8,971.30		$6,880.40		$41.70		0.60%		0.8

		New Hampshire		$8,921.60		$8,209.10		$65.40		1.00%		1.4

		Alabama		$8,907.00		$6,011.40		$176.70		-0.30%		4.7

		Oklahoma		$8,834.30		$5,181.50		$161.20		0.70%		3.7		Oklahoma ranks 40th

		Virginia		$8,725.00		$7,889.50		$439.20		0.30%		8.2

		Tennessee		$8,593.10		$6,228.00		$275.70		1.30%		6.4

		North Carolina		$8,560.40		$5,508.00		$453.90		1.20%		9.7

		Arkansas		$8,511.80		$5,001.60		$109.20		0.30%		2.9

		Missouri		$8,508.70		$7,674.50		$255.90		0.20%		6

		Indiana		$8,478.40		$7,685.40		$287.70		0.80%		6.5

		Florida		$8,315.30		$7,612.70		$773.20		0.40%		19.7

		Georgia		$8,233.20		$5,204.60		$433.00		1.20%		9.9

		Nevada		$7,849.40		$10,393.20		$134.30		0.90%		2.8

		Idaho		$7,701.40		$3,994.00		$59.70		0.50%		1.6

		Arizona		$7,596.10		$7,182.10		$266.40		1.10%		6.8

		Sources:

		GDP: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Table 10.1

		Federal: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Tables 3.2 and 7.1

		State and Local: State and Local Gov. Finances

		www.usgovernmentspending.com
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FY 2011

		FY 11 Comparison of State and Local Government Spending and Debt in the United States

		Amounts in $ per capita

		State		State & Local Spending		State & Local Debt		Gross State Product		Real State Growth		Population (Million)		Comments

		District of Columbia		$23,463.90		$17,479.70		$107.60		1.90%		0.6

		Alaska		$20,012.20		$14,299.00		$51.40		2.50%		0.7

		New York		$15,644.30		$16,875.00		$1,158.00		1.10%		19.5

		Wyoming		$15,426.70		$4,633.40		$37.60		-1.20%		0.6

		New Jersey		$12,018.00		$11,470.50		$487.00		-0.50%		8.8

		Massachusetts		$11,859.10		$14,839.10		$391.80		2.20%		6.6

		California		$11,491.90		$11,159.30		$1,958.90		2.00%		37.7

		Rhode Island		$11,186.30		$11,832.70		$50.10		0.70%		1.1

		Vermont		$11,168.20		$7,616.20		$25.90		0.50%		0.6

		Washington		$11,155.60		$10,874.30		$355.10		2.00%		6.8

		Connecticut		$11,139.90		$11,879.40		$230.10		2.00%		3.6

		Delaware		$11,048.00		$8,314.90		$65.80		1.60%		0.9

		New Mexico		$11,013.90		$8,168.50		$79.40		0.20%		2.1

		Nebraska		$10,897.00		$7,735.30		$94.20		0.10%		1.8

		Louisiana		$10,825.80		$7,870.60		$247.70		0.50%		4.6

		Pennsylvania		$10,766.00		$9,934.40		$578.80		1.20%		12.7

		North Dakota		$10,713.50		$7,200.00		$40.30		7.60%		0.7

		Minnesota		$10,689.70		$8,743.10		$281.70		1.20%		5.3

		Oregon		$10,620.00		$8,981.90		$194.70		4.70%		3.9

		Illinois		$10,408.70		$10,987.60		$670.70		1.30%		12.9

		Hawaii		$10,395.30		$9,679.30		$67.00		-0.20%		1.4

		Colorado		$10,256.30		$9,896.30		$264.30		1.90%		5.1

		Ohio		$10,205.90		$6,647.20		$484.00		1.10%		11.5

		Maryland		$10,156.60		$7,478.80		$301.10		0.90%		5.8

		Wisconsin		$10,044.80		$7,857.10		$254.80		1.10%		5.7

		Iowa		$9,947.80		$4,860.70		$149.00		1.90%		3.1

		Montana		$9,808.30		$5,880.70		$38.00		0.00%		1

		Maine		$9,497.20		$7,225.90		$51.60		-0.40%		1.3

		Michigan		$9,492.10		$7,619.90		$385.20		2.30%		9.9

		Kansas		$9,414.50		$10,240.40		$130.90		0.50%		2.9

		Mississippi		$9,328.20		$4,731.40		$97.80		-0.80%		3

		Kentucky		$9,250.60		$9,994.20		$164.80		0.50%		4.4

		South Carolina		$9,178.40		$8,336.60		$165.80		1.20%		4.7

		New Hampshire		$9,054.80		$8,388.20		$63.60		1.50%		1.3

		Texas		$8,923.50		$10,281.50		$1,308.10		3.30%		25.7

		West Virginia		$8,909.90		$6,188.00		$66.80		4.50%		1.9

		Utah		$8,846.50		$6,728.40		$124.50		2.00%		2.8

		Alabama		$8,791.70		$5,872.60		$173.10		-0.80%		4.8

		Virginia		$8,668.70		$7,872.00		$428.90		0.30%		8.1

		Florida		$8,602.60		$7,918.40		$754.30		0.50%		19.1

		South Dakota		$8,583.30		$6,620.50		$40.10		0.80%		0.8

		Oklahoma		$8,532.80		$4,999.80		$155.00		1.00%		3.8		Oklahoma ranks 42nd

		Missouri		$8,482.10		$7,599.80		$249.50		0.00%		6

		North Carolina		$8,479.10		$5,425.40		$439.90		1.80%		9.7

		Tennessee		$8,457.80		$6,126.60		$266.50		1.90%		6.4

		Indiana		$8,276.80		$7,751.90		$278.10		1.10%		6.5

		Nevada		$8,249.80		$10,773.90		$130.40		1.20%		2.7

		Arkansas		$8,241.60		$4,856.90		$105.80		0.30%		2.9

		Georgia		$8,159.30		$5,274.20		$418.90		1.70%		9.8

		Arizona		$8,088.90		$7,692.70		$258.40		1.50%		6.5

		Idaho		$7,682.20		$3,963.70		$57.90		0.60%		1.6



		Sources:

		GDP: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Table 10.1

		Federal: US Gov. Budget: Hist. Tables 3.2 and 7.1

		State and Local: State and Local Gov. Finances

		www.usgovernmentspending.com
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from you; I didn’t know if you knew my address as I hadn’t heard from
you on any items I had previously sent correspondence.
 
I really hate to see you serve as an officer of the NGA.  I would rather see
you stay at home and work with the state to cut this spending as you
promised when elected.  I must take my hat off to you – Oklahoma is
number one in per capita spending in the USA.
 
I must pass up your request at this time.  Perhaps I can help on other
issues.  We must cut this spending!
 
I was very proud we had a Republican Governor and Republican House
and Senate but greatly disappointed after learning we led the nation in per
capita spending.
Sincerely,
 
Lew Meibergen
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Lew Meibergen
Subject: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
 
Hi Lew,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
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For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed
my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
 

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information that is legally privileged. This information is intended
only for the use of the individuals or entities listed above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of these documents is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this information in error, please notify the sender immediately and arrange for the return or destruction of these documents.
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MIKE FOGARTY 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

January 13, 2012 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director 
Office of Governor Fallin 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Dear~~~e_ 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY 

MARY FALLIN 
GOVERNOR 

The State Medicaid Director of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) has received two requests, 
one from the U.S. Government Accountability Office and one from the Department of Health and Human 
Services Office of Inspector General. These requests ask for contact information (name, address, 
telephone number, email address) for staff who are most knowledgeable about the steps the State has 
taken or plans to take with regard to implementing the requirements of Sections 1413 and 2201 of the 
Affordable Care Act, regarding streamlined eligibility and enrollment as it pertains to State Medicaid 
programs and required interoperability with a health insurance exchange as of January 1, 2014. These 
requests ask for representatives from the Medicaid agency, as well as for appropriate points of contact at 
other State entities. 

The OHCA has responded that Buffy Heater, OHCA Planning and Development Director, is the point of 
contact with regard to the ACA referenced requirements and plans specific to Medicaid eligibility and 
enrollment. However, I am not certain who should be identified as state point of contact for Oklahoma's 
plans for the broader health insurance exchange. I am therefore forwarding this request to you and 
Secretary Terry Cline with copies to Representative Glen Mulready and Senator Gary Stanislawski, co
chairs of the Legislative Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law. 

You will find the request letters from the U.S. Government Accountability Office and one from the 
Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General attached to this email. Many 
thanks for your attention in this matter. 

Siun 
Mike Fogarty 
Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments 

Cc: Senator Gary Stanislawski 
Representative Glen Mulready 

SHEPHERD MALL • 2401 NW 23RD STREET. SUITE lA • OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73107 • (405) 522- 7300 • WWW.OKHCA .ORG 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

38706



MIKE FOGARTY 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY 

January 13, 2012 

Terry Cline, Secretary of Health 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 NE lOth 
Oklahoma City, OK 73117 

DearS~~t\ 

MARY FALLIN 
GOVERNOR 

The State Medicaid Director of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) has received two requests, 
one from the U.S. Government Accountability Office and one from the Department of Health and Human 
Services Office of Inspector General. These requests ask for contact information (name, address, 
telephone number, email address) for staff who are most knowledgeable about the steps the State has 
taken or plans to take with regard to implementing the requirements of Sections 1413 and 2201 of the 
Affordable Care Act, regarding streamlined eligibility and enrollment as it pertains to State Medicaid 
programs and required interoperability with a health insurance exchange as of January 1, 2014. These 
requests ask for representatives from the Medicaid agency, as well as for appropriate points of contact at 
other State entities. 

The OHCA has responded that Buffy Heater, OHCA Planning and Development Director, is the point of 
contact with regard to the ACA referenced requirements and plans specific to Medicaid eligibility and 
enrollment. However, I am not certain who should be identified as state point of contact for Oklahoma's 
plans for the broader health insurance exchange. I am therefore forwarding this request to you and Katie 
Altshuler, Policy Director for Governor Fallin with copies to Representative Glen Mulready and Senator 
Gary Stanislawski, co-chairs of the Legislative Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law. 

You will find the request letters from the U.S. Government Accountability Office and one from the 
Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General attached to this email. Many 
thanks for your attention in this matter. 

Sian 
Mike Fogarty 
Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments 

Cc: Senator Gary Stanislawski 
Representative Glen Mulready 

SHEPHERD MALL • 2401 NW 23RD STREET, SUITE lA • OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73107 • (405) 522- 7300 • WWW.OKHCA.ORG 
An Equal Opportunil)• Employer 
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From: Mary Fallin
To: dzaloudek@
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:44:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA_StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Dan,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed
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States have a choice on membership in organizations

By Jonathan Small, CPA ·Mon, Oct 08, 2012 07:42 AM CDT
Spending , Budget , WWRD , and Maine 



Recent news that Maine Governor Paul LePage has chosen to discontinue Maine’s membership in the National Governors Association (NGA) should encourage policy makers. Governor LePage has said that using the principles of zero-based budgeting and evaluating what Maine receives in return for the expense is what led him to cancel Maine’s membership in the NGA.

According to a Bangor Daily News report of Governor LaPage’s decision, Governor LaPage said some of the following in explaining his decision: 

“It’s (NGA membership) too expensive for what we get out of it, it’s 60 grand a year… I wasn’t getting anything out of it.”

“This is what zero-based budgeting is all about,” he said. “This is what all the commissioners are doing and I have told them if they are getting value then I will consider keeping it in the biennial budget.”

“I get no value out of those meetings,” he said. “They are too politically correct and everybody is lovey-dovey and no decisions are ever made. There are some tough decisions that need to be made in this country and we need to start making them.”

Across the nation policymakers annually make budgeting decisions. Policymakers regularly have to resist the urge to just continue, without thorough review or analysis, state spending of taxpayer dollars on expenses like state membership of organizations that previous policymakers deemed appropriate.

In the case of Maine, according to a news story from the Maine Sun Journal, staffers from the previous administration partially justified NGA membership with the following:

“The NGA staff especially works with appropriations staff,” “Not only do they work to ensure that funding levels remain what they should be, but they guard against unfunded mandates.” 

“States, regardless of ideology, have common problems,” With guidance from the NGA, “you can develop strategies to lobby federal government to help states.”

“The NGA’s role as a place where Republican and Democratic governors came together to advocate for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 helped avert a financial disaster…”

“People forget how dire it was,” “The NGA provided a forum for governors to work together to get across that message of how dire things were and to formulate a strategy to convince senators to support the recovery act.”

“The bipartisan effort that emerged via the NGA helped persuade enough U.S. senators, including Maine Republicans Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins, to vote for the act, which “saved thousands of jobs,”

LePage’s decision to cease membership in the NGA is not isolated. According to reports from CNN, in February 2011, Texas, South Carolina and Idaho ceased paying dues to the NGA. 

Given the prevalence of lobbying for federal funds (and the associated strings attached) by many state membership organizations, LePage’s action is a great opportunity for lawmakers to review current state memberships and taxpayer funded dues to membership organizations. As OCPA has previously recommended, a great place to start this review is Oklahoma’s membership in the National Conference of State Legislatures. Oklahoma’s membership in the NCSL costs Oklahoma taxpayers over $140,000 a year. The NCSL holds positions in direct conflict with the values held by Oklahoma’s federal and state lawmakers and the Governor. Our state’s leaders routinely advocate fiscal responsibility and greater individual freedom, but the NCSL supports more corporate welfare, supports welfare through the tax code, and stands in the way of congressional efforts to reduce federal spending.

States have a choice in the determination of what state memberships should be funded with taxpayer dollars. LePage’s actions provide the opportunity for policy makers to evaluate whether or not past and current memberships are the best choice.



image1.jpeg





my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: aweintz ; denisenorthrup
Subject: review - transition update email
Date: Wednesday, January 05, 2011 5:12:00 PM

Thoughts?  Can drop the Obamacare stuff if it’s inappropriate or too long.
 
 
 
 
Subject line:  TRANSITION UPDATE:  Governor-elect Fallin Announces more Appointments
 
Governor-elect Fallin Announces more Cabinet-level Appointments
 
Governor-elect Mary Fallin continues to assemble a team dedicated to moving Oklahoma forward
and recently announced more members of her cabinet.
 
Glenn Coffee was selected to serve as secretary of state. Coffee was the first Republican president
pro tempore of the Oklahoma State Senate. He will promote Fallin’s legislative agenda in the
Legislature and will represent her during budget negotiations in addition to performing the
traditional duties of the office. 
 
Energy industry expert Mike Ming has been selected to serve as secretary of energy.  Ming has a
wealth of experience and will work with our governor-elect to build upon and expand Oklahoma as a
national leader not only in oil and natural gas but in all forms of research and production of energy.
 
Michael Thompson was selected as the new secretary of safety and security and commissioner of
the Department of Public Safety. Thompson, an Iraq War veteran and zone commander in the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol, will become the first African-American to serve as either DPS
commissioner or secretary of safety and security.
 
Governor-elect Fallin announced she is retaining Alex Pettit as chief information officer of
Oklahoma. Pettit currently serves in that role and already has helped streamline some state
technology and operations leading to cost savings.
 
Dr. Stephen McKeever will serve as secretary of science and technology. McKeever currently serves
as president of research and technology transfer at Oklahoma State University and is the executive
director of the OSU Multispectral Lab in Ponca City.  He’ll work with Governor-elect Fallin to transfer
research and technology from our universities into real-world business opportunities that will help
create more jobs for our state.
 
Health Care Bill Ruled Unconstitutional
 
In December, a federal judge in Virginia ruled unconstitutional a federal mandate in the federal
health care bill mandating Americans purchase health insurance.
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Governor-elect Fallin praised the ruling saying it was an important step in rolling back the
president’s job-killing health care bill.
 
Our governor has promised to continue to work with the incoming attorney general-elect to find the
best way to fight back against the federal health care bill.
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@govelect.ok.gov
ph - (405) 521-4297
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: revised answer re: exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:44:00 PM

Look ok?
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.”
 
However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly hampered by
the failure of the Obama Administration to provide further guidance regarding its own rules and
regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor Bob McDonnell, acting
on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of questions concerning the
implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the administration’s proposed Medicaid
expansion. To date, these questions have not been answered. Governor Fallin is extremely
frustrated that states have been asked to make important decisions regarding the health outcomes
of their citizens with little or no information from the White House. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered by
the president. It is disappointing and, quite frankly, shocking that so little information has been
provided regarding what the Obama administration considers its signature achievement. “
 
Medicaid expansion
(this is our old answer. I recommend leaving this as is for the time being and next week or sometime
in the near future we can unload on inflexibility, cost, etc and talk about pursuing our own route to
reform):
The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision.
Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet and health care experts in
Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best serves the people of Oklahoma.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: REVISED: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 18-20, 2012
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 11:16:20 AM

Journal Record headlines have been added.

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Fallin tax plan wipes out deductions

http://newsok.com/article/3650085
 

Oklahoma DHS receives surge in foster parent inquiries

http://newsok.com/article/3650311#ixzz1mw4cGMzX

 

Personhood bill challenged for vagueness

http://newsok.com/article/3650343

 

Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session

http://newsok.com/article/3650098

 

ScissorTales: Helping to ease National Guard soldiers' transition

http://newsok.com/scissortales-helping-to-ease-national-guard-soldiers-

transition/article/3649853#ixzz1mw41rI3e

 

Oklahoma's regional universities working to meet governor's challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-

challenge/article/3649854#ixzz1mw4BMlLJ

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget agriculture

http://newsok.com/article/3649922#ixzz1mw4GVJpb

 

Third landfill company owner testifies former Oklahoma state Senate President Pro

Tem Mike Morgan hired for political influence

http://newsok.com/third-landfill-company-owner-testifies-former-oklahoma-state-

senate-president-pro-tem-mike-morgan-hired-for-political-

influence/article/3650030#ixzz1mw4Kg8Va

 

As natural gas wild ways return, niche hedge funds fail to thrive

http://newsok.com/article/3650129#ixzz1mw4XQCO4

 

Interstate highways changed Oklahoma, U.S.

http://newsok.com/article/3650314

 

D.C. notes: Report ties Inhofe’s wife to road project

http://newsok.com/article/3650301#ixzz1mw54HlpE
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Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways than one

http://newsok.com/article/3650048#ixzz1mw583db9

 

Tax-cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3650047#ixzz1mw5C8OXz

 

Insurance agent executive: Oklahoma needs free-market based health insurance

exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3650042#ixzz1mw5Fqkq7

 

Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-

oklahoma/article/3649860#ixzz1mw5fSwno

 

Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state's film industry

http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-

industry/article/3649998#ixzz1mw6L03fH

 

Oklahoma is running low on supply of drug used in lethal injections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-is-running-low-on-supply-of-drug-used-in-lethal-

injections/article/3650546#ixzz1mw6evQHl
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Senate passes 'Personhood Bill'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542

 

Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468

 

State running low on execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052

 

Q&A: Sen. Kim David

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_bParty287457

 

New-home permits in Tulsa show four-year decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653

 

Tulsa looks to capitalize on film, music industries
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120220_11_A1_MayorD79373

 

GOP contenders face 13-state test after brief lull

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725

 

Doctors groups may shift debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667

 

Democrats optimistic going into election after landslide wins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_16_A24_OKLAHO438652

 

Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556

 

Rick Santorum questions Obama's Christian values

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837

 

Romney cites Olympics success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_SALTLA955321

 

Capitol bomb plot arrest capped yearlong probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047

 

Capitol notebook: Fitness center funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526

 

House update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387

 

Captiol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Itsana371287

 

Senate update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390

 

Dropout rate expected to rise
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858

 

Three Midwest City shootings test Oklahoma's 'Make My Day' law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120220_12_0_MIDWES908764

 

Poll shows state Republicans favor Santorum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647

 

Jenks student Danial Gebreili's documentary wins award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120219_19_A2_CUTLIN691255

 

Authorities arrest man in maiming of girlfriend, infants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_450_0_Author186755

 

Oklahoma's use of shelters for displaced children disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001

 

St. Francis' new ambulance serves neonatal patients

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120220_17_A11_CUTLIN817801

 

Newt Gingrich to stop in Tulsa, Oklahoma City today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_0_hrimgs131764

 

Returning troops get job help through a Guard program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283

 

Third grader wins best in state with 6-pound cabbage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_39_A2_CUTLIN263796

 

Suspect tells an 'uncommon' story in Norman rapes, expert says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A10_ULNSoe394313

 

Finding foster families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120219_11_A1_ULNSar13198

 

Placement brings joy to girl, parents
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_CUTLIN601744

 

Casino contacts began early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_78_A4_BOEROe219859

 

Oklahoma foreclosure settlement applications available

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_Hmonrh554893

 

Crime Stoppers extends program to Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_11_A19_CUTLIN789358

 

New nonprofit plans to speak up for poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN430606

 

Oklahoma City's Crosstown to become 'grand boulevard'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN448137

 

Doctor charged in sexual battery released from jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_17_A25_CUTLIN902679

 

Editorial: Statue behind schedule, over estimate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_CUTLIN473283

 

Payroll tax extended in reluctant bipartisan effort

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_Alittl526756

 

Ban needed on cell phone use by younger drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_CUTLIN47451

 

Oklahoma plows ahead with 'personhood' bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_Tooess355145
 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Fallin talks workers’ comp, taxes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/fallin-talks-workers%E2%80%99-comp-taxes-

capitol/

 

Witness in Morgan trial worked on landfill legislation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/witness-in-morgan-trial-worked-on-landfill-

legislation-law/

 

Preparing for a ‘tsunami’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/preparing-for-a-

%E2%80%98tsunami%E2%80%99-energy/

 

Tulsa chamber members, mayor to attend Houston oil and gas expo

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/tulsa-chamber-members-mayor-to-attend-

houston-oil-and-gas-expo-energy/

 

Life in the fast lane: Online maps face challenges keeping up with changes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/life-in-the-fast-lane-online-maps-face-

challenges-keeping-up-with-changes-general-news/

 

Tulsa wired for success: City poised to be data center hot spot

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/tulsa-wired-for-success-city-poised-to-be-data-

center-hot-spot-finance/

 

OSU researchers develop wheat gluten, dough test

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/osu-researchers-develop-wheat-gluten-dough-

test-general-news/

 

Landa Mobile buys Tulsa property for expansion, consolidation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/landa-mobile-buys-tulsa-property-for-expansion-

consolidation-real-estate/

 

Morgan: State faces challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/morgan-state-faces-challenges-opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 
Tech reaches rural patients

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients

 

state briefs
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs

 

Marcellus Shale gas drillers recycling more waste

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-

recycling-more-waste

 

Witness: Ex-senator paid to “watch” bills

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-

watch-bills

 

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: REVISED: Senate E-Clips, June 2-4, 2012
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 10:05:52 AM

Additional Oklahoman links have been included.
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Public's future access to child abuse information unclear

http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-

unclear/article/3680615#ixzz1wpdKT7uy

 

Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley

http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-

jolley/article/3680668#ixzz1wpcQxazv

 

Obama acknowleges need to change Obamacare

http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-

obamacare/article/feed/389232

 

Revived Thunder eyeing needed road win in Game 5

http://newsok.com/revived-thunder-eyeing-needed-road-win-in-game-

5/article/feed/389548#ixzz1wpgy0TqI

 

Canadian County court clerk race is a nasty one

http://newsok.com/canadian-county-court-clerk-race-is-a-nasty-

one/article/3680804#ixzz1wpba9dPr

 

Morning Examiner: Dirty Desperate Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-dirty-desperate-dems/article/feed/389788

 

WATCHDOGS: McClatchy exposes union pay, perk abuse

http://newsok.com/watchdogs-mcclatchy-exposes-union-pay-perk-

abuse/article/feed/389460

 

Solis won't testify on DOL media flap

http://newsok.com/solis-wont-testify-on-dol-media-flap/article/feed/389675

 

Metro Transit workers discuss Oklahoma City route safety, growth

http://newsok.com/metro-transit-workers-discuss-oklahoma-city-route-safety-

growth/article/3681209#ixzz1wpdvKeRE

 

Man beaten in Oklahoma City trying to collect winning Game 4 bet

http://newsok.com/man-beaten-in-oklahoma-city-trying-to-collect-winning-game-4-

bet/article/3681184#ixzz1wpeClI4j
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Oklahoma County land sales, June 2

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-land-sales-june-2/article/3680788?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Traffic Talk: Road construction should ease Hefner Parkway bottleneck

http://newsok.com/traffic-talk-road-construction-should-ease-hefner-parkway-

bottleneck/article/3681210#ixzz1wper1VbH

 

Construction start is delayed on Francis Tuttle training center in Edmond

http://newsok.com/construction-start-is-delayed-on-francis-tuttle-training-center-in-

edmond/article/3680518#ixzz1wpfbg9NF

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools embark on summer-school-free summer

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-embark-on-summer-school-free-

summer/article/3680585#ixzz1wpfpJPjb

 

Oklahoma State University begins renovation, restoration of Student Union ballroom

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-begins-renovation-restoration-of-

student-union-ballroom/article/3680612#ixzz1wpg3xwq6

 

OU softball: Sooners headed to championship series with win over Arizona State

http://newsok.com/ou-softball-sooners-headed-to-championship-series-with-win-

over-arizona-state/article/3681190#ixzz1wpgOG0yV

 
Bureaucratic red tape on display in Shawnee

http://newsok.com/bureaucratic-red-tape-on-display-in-shawnee/article/3680558

 

Environmental activists experiencing (natural) gas pains

http://newsok.com/environmental-activists-experiencing-natural-gas-

pains/article/3680556

 

Oklahoma Ethics Commission needs clear, consistent rulings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-needs-clear-consistent-

rulings/article/3680557

 

ScissorTales: These Oklahoma schools make high grades

http://newsok.com/scissortales-these-oklahoma-schools-make-high-

grades/article/3680520

 

Oklahoma DHS commissioner angered colleagues, but served state well

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commissioner-angered-colleagues-but-served-

state-well/article/3680199#ixzz1wpuGvO5S

 

As states deal with execution drug shortage, Missouri goes in different direction

http://newsok.com/as-states-deal-with-execution-drug-shortage-missouri-goes-in-

different-direction/article/3679927#ixzz1wpuXQps4
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Oklahoma Legislature could use more members like outgoing House speaker

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-could-use-more-members-like-outgoing-

house-speaker/article/3679928#ixzz1wpukAtL2

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850

 

Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347

 

State senator faces foe in GOP primary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN418628

 

Tulsa-area GOP legislators defend tax-cut inaction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN552051

 

Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914

 

Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299

 

Adoptive family overcomes U.S. objections to bring girl home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A19_CUTLIN43785

 

Tulsa official says utility rate hikes needed to keep water, sewer systems maintained

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120603_11_A19_Debtse536538

 

2nd District Democratic candidates differ on issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295

 

The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
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Political Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_hCharl487627

 

Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007

 

Plan to rate judges draws fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432

 

Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

 

Tulsa officials want more public input on expanding Pearl District zoning codes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_Thecit230753

 

Talks about race are uncomfortable for different cultures, reconciliation speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN380528

 

GOP stands down on social issues, focuses on jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120601_13_0_WASHIN556087

 

Former recruiter at Bacone College says she was fired for honesty

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A1_ULNSbF705260

 

Broken Arrow group wants ex-mayor off city council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A9_BROKEN366589

 

Skiatook speech team honored by the OSSAA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A10_SKIATO697230

 

45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team welcomes new commander

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A12_ULNSoV650750
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Latest vehicle fatality figures mixed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120603_12_0_TlaCut110822

 

1 dead, 5 injured and 1 arrested after DUI hit-and-run

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_450_0_Ayearo104420

 

County staff, payroll decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995

 

Broken Arrow man killed after tire blowout near Muskogee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_0_ABoero721114

 

Tulsa kids grabbing opportunity to play ball

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A9_CUTLIN568422

 

Skiatook man arrested on kidnapping, intoxication complaints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A11_SKIATO917280

 

OSU, OU getting more students from California

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A12_Iitels166994

 

New cut of steak delivers on tenderness

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A2_CUTLIN431723

 

TPD working through flawed mobile system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A1_CUTLIN136616

 

Kiwanis Club upholds message behind Miss Oklahoma pageant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A24_CUTLIN214161

 

Tulsa Pride Parade draws large crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A25_CUTLIN687512

 

Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
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City councilors face tough task in crafting budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539

 

DHS reforms about to take effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760

 

In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995

 

The little think tank that could

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120603_11_G1_CUTLIN168551

 

49th is not OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Executive Session: Mike Bergey, Bergey Windpower

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bergey-windpower-president-propels-american-

manufacturing-energy/

 

Tate responds to uproar over firings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-

leaked-audio-goes-viral-general-news/

 

Chesapeake Energy to reshuffle board members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/04/chesapeake-energy-to-reshuffle-board-

members/

 

Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-

against-new-law/

 

BBI reports booming business for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bbi-reports-booming-business-for-first-quarter-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa drugstore sale raises questions about market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tulsa-drugstore-sale-raises-questions-about-

market-real-estate/
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VA Medical Center in OKC adding staff members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/va-medical-center-in-okc-adding-staff-members-

health-care/

 

OKC eyes creation of business improvement district to enhance high-profile area

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/okc-eyes-creation-of-business-improvement-

district-to-enhance-high-profile-area-real-estate/

 

Tribe asks regulatory agency to reconsider casino

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tribe-asks-regulatory-agency-to-reconsider-

casino-law/

 

These Walls: Catholic Charities Diocese of Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/these-walls-catholic-charities-diocese-of-tulsa-

real-estate/

 

World of hurt: Global economy under threat as US job market falters and Europe and

Asia slow

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GLOBAL_ECONOMY_VITAL_SIGNS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Chesapeake gives in to Icahn, agrees to replace 4 board members; to name

chairman by June 22

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_BOARD?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Business Briefs: June 4, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/business-briefs-june-4-2012-general-news/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
More halal meals served in prisons
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
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National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 
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KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: REVISED: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 27-29, 2012
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:07:51 AM

NOTE: Additional Oklahoman headlines have been added.
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood' dispute

http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-

personhood-dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AhBRULud

 

Oklahoma police open to Open Carry, but adjustment will be required

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-police-open-to-open-carry-but-adjustment-will-be-

required/article/3723065#ixzz2Ah6MRaVq

 

Oklahoma businesses have mixed-bag approach to open carry law 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-businesses-have-mixed-bag-approach-to-open-carry-

law/article/3723066#ixzz2AhV2D9OH

 
At a glance: Facts about open carry in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-facts-about-open-carry-in-

oklahoma/article/3723067#ixzz2AhVBBKwk

 

Carrying handguns in Oklahoma an easy process for those who qualify 

http://newsok.com/carrying-handguns-in-oklahoma-an-easy-process-for-those-who-

qualify/article/3723068#ixzz2AhVMKNDX
 
Oklahoma Republican Markwayne Mullin surges past Democrat Rob Wallace in

congressional campaign cash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-republican-markwayne-mullin-surges-past-democrat-

rob-wallace-in-congressional-campaign-cash/article/3722687#ixzz2AhA5udQr

 

Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't welcome diversity

http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-

doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2Ah6YxXSg

 

Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-

expensive/article/3723045

 

Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain financial

impact on homeowners

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-

uncertain-financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Ah7S58QG
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What is intangible property?

http://newsok.com/what-is-intangible-property/article/3723040

 

Oklahoma Watch: Influx of Hispanics brings cultural divide to Heavener

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-influx-of-hispanics-brings-cultural-divide-to-

heavener/article/3723077#ixzz2Ah7ZFgGn

 

A new Senate seat in south-central Oklahoma draws candidates focused on rural-

conservative values

http://newsok.com/a-new-senate-seat-in-south-central-oklahoma-draws-candidates-

focused-on-rural-conservative-values/article/3723059#ixzz2Ah97ZSPZ

 

Oklahoma House District 101 candidates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-101-candidates/article/3685337?

custom_click=pod_headline_midwest-city-news

 

State Question 766

http://newsok.com/state-question-766/article/3723039

 

Oklahoma Department of Human Services to pay $9,500 to settle lawsuit over child

mix-up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-department-of-human-services-to-pay-9500-to-settle-

lawsuit-over-child-mix-up/article/3722696#ixzz2AhB9C1ap

 

Texas man convicted of defrauding Chesapeake subsidiary

http://newsok.com/texas-man-convicted-of-defrauding-chesapeake-

subsidiary/article/3722611

 

Oklahoma seeing gasoline prices below $3 again

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeing-gasoline-prices-below-3-again/article/3722646

 

East Coast grinds to a halt as superstorm nears

http://newsok.com/east-coast-grinds-to-a-halt-as-superstorm-

nears/article/feed/454495#ixzz2Ah6DpYbj

 

As devastated as James Harden might be, the former Thunder star is getting the

money he wanted

http://newsok.com/as-devastated-as-james-harden-might-be-the-former-thunder-

star-is-getting-the-money-he-wanted/article/3723393#ixzz2Ah7lKgoz

 

Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-shoot-18-year-old-man-fleeing-traffic-

stop/article/3723525#ixzz2Ah8FXPmO

 

Edmond gets an unexpected $87,799 check

http://newsok.com/edmond-gets-an-unexpected-87799-check/article/3722884?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news
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Cleveland County to hire 16 new jailers

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-to-hire-16-new-jailers/article/3722670?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Ex-attorney pleads guilty to stealing $100,000 from client

http://newsok.com/ex-attorney-pleads-guilty-to-stealing-100000-from-

client/article/3722743#ixzz2AhCGil3Z

 

UCO students recognize domestic violence

http://newsok.com/uco-students-recognize-domestic-violence/article/3722878?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Dr. Mehmet Oz to visit Oklahoma City school

http://newsok.com/dr.-mehmet-oz-to-visit-oklahoma-city-

school/article/3723293#ixzz2AhCV0ap4

 

Executive Q&A: Tulsa native returns to Oklahoma to head St. Anthony Hospital

http://newsok.com/executive-qa-tulsa-native-returns-to-oklahoma-to-head-st.-

anthony-hospital/article/3722879#ixzz2AhCeJS1d

 

Oklahoma schools receive robotics grants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-receive-robotics-grants/article/3722764

 

Regents pick Flintco to oversee construction of new dorm for Oklahoma State

University

http://newsok.com/regents-pick-flintco-to-oversee-construction-of-new-dorm-for-

oklahoma-state-university/article/3722828#ixzz2AhDC9FKx

 

Oklahoma City police warn shoppers to be aware during holidays

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-warn-shoppers-to-be-aware-during-

holidays/article/3723530#ixzz2Ah70F4PO

 

Bell ringers sought to raise money for Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign

http://newsok.com/bell-ringers-sought-to-raise-money-for-salvation-army-red-kettle-

campaign/article/3723407#ixzz2Ah77m37b

 

Oklahoma lawmaker's idea about state worker pay is worth a close look

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-idea-about-state-worker-pay-is-worth-a-

close-look/article/3722635#ixzz2AhEe5bR9

 

The Oklahoman endorsement: Mitt Romney is the best choice for America

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-endorsement-mitt-romney-is-the-best-choice-for-

america/article/3722627#ixzz2AhFBg0cj

 

ScissorTales: Tax cut still a top priority, OCPA president insists

http://newsok.com/scissortales-tax-cut-still-a-top-priority-ocpa-president-

insists/article/3722616#ixzz2AhFIBkoM
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
 
State Question 765 will decide fate of Human Services panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A13_CUTLIN681125

 

Open carry law goes into effect Nov. 1

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_11_A1_Therem296082

 

Supreme Court weighing whether to hear personhood case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_WASHIN846471

 

House District 71 campaign has candidates stuck on repeat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_16_A11_CUTLIN173827

 

American Airlines maintenance base's management, labor endorse Vision2 package

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A5_CUTLIN229397

 

One-party vote

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121028_13_VO1_ULNSso2213

 

Some officials to vote against 1st Vision2 question

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121028_11_A1_CUTLIN556880

 

Oklahoma's Electoral Time Line

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO3_FirstO70526

 

Voters will have six proposals on ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO4_CUTLIN351984

 

GOP has the numbers to win U.S. House seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_ULNSbA953977

 

Voter's Guide: 3 left standing in 2nd District's final round

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_CUTLIN476319
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Poll: Oklahoma Republicans more eager to vote than Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A15_Oklaho223643

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn offers Fallin advice on Obamacare

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_A26_USSenT258027

 

Oklahoma officials say SQ 766 could raise property taxes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A27_OKLAHO62019

 

Candidate doesn't want to be elected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_CUTLIN653420

 

U.S. District 3, 4, 5 incumbents likely victors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_ULNSbL780089

 

Tulsa higher-ed schools slated to get $22 million in Vision2 funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967

 

Cousins Park project put on hold for bridge talks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279

 

High court weighs new look at voting rights law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_WASHIN240544

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107

 

Oklahoma Foundation for the Disabled provides opportunities, activities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO258260

 

Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO975311

 

Republicans lead Democrats in Oklahoma absentee votes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_0_hrimgs113626

38734

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A15_Oklaho223643
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A15_Oklaho223643
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_A26_USSenT258027
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_A26_USSenT258027
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A27_OKLAHO62019
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A27_OKLAHO62019
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_CUTLIN653420
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_CUTLIN653420
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_ULNSbL780089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_ULNSbL780089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_WASHIN240544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_WASHIN240544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO258260
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO258260
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO975311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO975311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_0_hrimgs113626
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_0_hrimgs113626


 

New pipeline will allow Broken Arrow to buy water from Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_12_A11_BROKEN408135

 

How To Vote In Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_262_VO3_Therea350614

 

Don't Forget Your ID Card

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_262_VO3_Thiswi583210

 

12 court justices seek voters' OK to keep jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121028_14_VO4_Adozen344286

 

Area counties to vote on taxes, Sunday liquor sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A15_ASandS707415

 

Oklahoma Guard troops deploy to Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A24_CUTLIN618913

 

Deer-vehicle collision danger rises in November

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A24_Oklaho305528

 

Fallen soldier Anthony Peterson has portion of U.S. 169 highway named in his honor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A2_CUTLIN464604

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 39

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO8_hBrian120150

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 3

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO8_hWayne123299

 

Henderson, Jones again face off

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121028_11_VO5_CUTLIN683459

 

Voter's Guide: 3 Tulsa-area legislative races are ones to watch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO6_CUTLIN616841
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Questioning the Candidates: District 86

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO10_hRusse671586

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 78

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO10_hPaulC605849

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 76

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO10_hDavid840449

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 72

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO10_RnalLe573821

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 71

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO10_KteHne886533

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 66

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO10_Jdnoln299205

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 36

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO9_hSeanR87069

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 29

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO9_hSkyeM392730

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 23

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO9_TryODn11592

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 16

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO9_hJames268399

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 14

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO9_hArthu182818

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 12

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO9_hDavid527100
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Questioning the Candidates: District 11

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO8_hDISTR689647

 

Questioning the Candidates: District 9

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO8_hBarne566428

 

Political Report Notebook: Inhofe gets “Dodo”

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_336_A26_Aniomn705218

 

City of Tulsa employment down 8 percent since 2008

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_A1_CUTLIN317222

 

State gets few complaints about compounding pharmacies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121029_17_A13_Steril445579

 

Oklahoma school report cards finding resistance from parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121028_19_A1_CUTLIN744112

 

Mortgage servicers provide relief to Oklahomans facing foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_11_A21_CUTLIN786896

 

City identifies space for needed growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_61_A9_ForTul855841

 

For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_11_A9_Twelve603963

 

Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Ltsbrn482128

 

Editorial: For Wallace

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Hispol428858

 

Grade cards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121027_61_A22_Moreth272720
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Comprehensive city safety program evolving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121027_61_A22_Localt449548

 

Domestic oil production up and going higher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121028_213_G1_CUTLIN678245

 

Local health-care infrastructure progressing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121021_11_G1_Birthd245790

 

Counting for something

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121028_214_G1_CUTLIN419623
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/

 

Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-

forum-capitol/

 

AMC to take over Penn Square Mall cineplex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/amc-to-take-over-penn-square-mall-cineplex-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Air Power Systems continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/air-power-systems-continues-growth-general-

news/

 

Firm seeks balance in OKC central park design

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/firm-seeks-balance-in-okc-central-park-design-

real-estate/

 

OCU plots new use for law building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/ocu-plots-new-use-for-law-building-real-estate/
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Smoking mad over business name: Barbecue pit masters battle in court

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/smoking-mad-over-business-name-barbecue-

pit-masters-battle-in-court-law/

 

Lawmakers study state employee pay

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/

 

H.W. Allen pays $4M for south Tulsa’s Shops at Harvard Parke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/h-w-allen-pays-4m-for-south-tulsas-shops-at-

harvard-parke-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Devon Energy Center

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/these-walls-devon-energy-center-real-estate/

 

[WWWO] State Chamber begins development of 2013 legislative agenda

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/wwwo-state-chamber-begins-development-of-

2013-legislative-agenda/

 

Business Briefs: Oct. 29, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/business-briefs-oct-29-2012-general-news/

 

Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-

news/

 

Dallas firm plots expansion of Bixby’s Encore Memorial apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/dallas-firm-plots-expansion-of-bixby-apartment-

complex-real-estate/

 

Renovations close to completion at Bossier mall

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/renovations-close-to-completion-at-bossier-mall-

real-estate/

 

Oil rises slightly on economic data

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-rises-slightly-on-economic-data-energy/

 

N.M. oil refinery to pay $400K fine over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/n-m-oil-refinery-to-pay-400k-fine-over-

explosion-energy/

 

Utah board backs 1st U.S. oil sands project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/utah-board-backs-1st-u-s-oil-sands-project-

energy/

 

U.S. drops 13 to 1,826 rigs exploring for oil, gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/u-s-drops-13-to-1826-rigs-exploring-for-oil-gas-

energy/
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Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Study: Flood of money leaving China

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/study-flood-of-money-leaving-china-finance/

 

Boeing touts outsourcing for suppliers to Mexico

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/boeing-touts-outsourcing-for-suppliers-to-

mexico-aerospace/

 

Roth: Water, anyone?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/roth-water-anyone-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Candidates downplay party in 2nd District race
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/
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KOCO-5 OKC
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FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
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From: Tammie Wright on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RGA Four Concurrent Corporate Breakouts

When: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:15 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Encore Las Vegas 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Topic I – Healthcare
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Chopin 3-4

On June 28th, the United States Supreme Court ruled on constitutional challenges to the Affordable Care Act (ACA), upholding most of
the law but affirming greater autonomy for the states. Republican governors are now tasked with making critical policy decisions
without vital information or proper guidance from the Obama Administration. Health Insurance Exchange implementation deadlines are
quickly approaching and the Medicaid Expansion provision of ACA looms over state decision makers. Despite prodding from state
leaders, including Republican governors, the Obama Administration is refusing to clarify rules and regulations. This panel will provide
insights into state implementation activities, and talk about how those activities are impacting the private healthcare industry. How
does the Administration’s failure to issue detailed regulations and written guidance impact Republican governors’ work with the
healthcare industry to help create a more effective and efficient regulatory environment?

Topic II – Energy
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Beethoven 2 

Republican governors have been outspoken in their support of an “all of the above” energy strategy. They understand the need to
embrace every form of domestic energy including fossil fuels, nuclear and renewable. This session will explore how the Republican
governors’ “all of the above” strategy can help lead America to an energy renaissance. How can Republican governors continue to shift
the national debate on a comprehensive energy strategy?

Topic III – Workforce Development
Location – Encore Las Vegas  - Brahms 1-2

Republican governors understand the critical role that workforce development plays in strengthening our nation’s economy. These state
executives are on the front lines developing innovative policies that allow their states to effectively recruit, train, and market highly
skilled workers. In order to have a healthy and prosperous economy, it is critically important to align state education and workforce
programs with the needs of employers. This panel will provide insight into workforce policies championed by Republican governors 
that promote job creation in the private sector and prepare workers to be competitive in a global economy. How can states cultivate
world-class workers with the necessary training and skills to meet the needs of employers? How can Governors partner with the
private sector to operate their workforce programs at the speed of business rather than the speed of government? 

Topic IV – Public Private Partnership
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Brahms 3-4

Republican governors have consistently encouraged the development of innovative public-private partnerships (P3s). These innovative
partnerships between government and the private sector allow for state and local governments to provide efficient and cost-effective
services to citizens. How can Republican governors continue to find new ways to implement these creative partnerships?
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From: Alex Weintz
To: mschrimpf@RGA.ORG
Subject: RGA letter re: health exchange
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:07:00 PM

Is the RGA sending out a letter TODAY regarding health insurance exchanges? I know one is in the
works, wondering on timing. thanks
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RGA Policy Call Notes
Date: Monday, April 11, 2011 10:07:00 AM

ASK: The speaker wants republican governors to put out letter or statement of support for
Congressman Ryan’s budget proposal/concepts by Thursday of Friday, when the proposal will
be debated on the House floor.
 
Agenda:

1.     House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
·         CR to fund federal government through rest of fiscal year to be heard in House on

Wednesday and to be heard in Senate on Thursday.  President expected to sign Thursday

or Friday.

·         Debate on Paul Ryan’s budget proposal begins Thursday through Friday.  The Speaker

would like statement or letters of support on Ryan’s proposal/concepts sent by Friday.

·         Repeal of Professional Public Health Fund provision to be heard Thursday.  Funds would

be redirected to debt reduction.

 

2.     Senate Update: Brandi White (Leader McConnell)
·         Small Business Bill will continue to be debated through Monday. 

·         Will vote on CR on Thursday as well as a vote on defunding Obamacare and Planned

Parenthood

·         Patriot Act extension will be heard in May.

 

3.     NGA/RGPPC Healthcare Update: Lauren (NE) and Marie (MS)
·         Many states working on alternative Medicaid plans.  Will provide larger group more details

soon.

·         Many feel we’re sending too many letters.  Going to slow down the letter writing process. 

·         Need to determine what we are for as Republican Governors on healthcare strategy.  Need

unified message if possible.  RGPPC would like group to think about working on this effort

in the near future. More info to come.

 

4.     RGPPC Update: Marie (MS) and Brandy/Travis (TX) RGPPC Research efforts are
beginning.  Please respond to Seth and Lindsay and connect them with the right staff in
your states.

 

·         Short-term goal: develop energy best practices from key states. Policy templates that

states can adopt and make energy realities. 

·         Long-term goal: will be doing same for all states to develop innovative energy policy

portfolio.
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Exchange Recommendations 

Summary: 

On behalf of the 29 Republican Governors, we agree that our nation's health care system is in need of 
significant reform.  However, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not the answer. 
This law will disrupt our markets, drive up the cost of health care for Americans, and will place our 
nation in further debt; we vehemently support its repeal.   

PPACA is an unwarranted, untested, and unwise concentration of power in the federal government.  It 
represents a poor choice for the American people and requires the states to accept federal control over 
the health insurance industry.  It is clear that despite assurances of state flexibility, the federal agencies 
charged with implementation have chosen contempt frontation rather than cooperation. 

Individually and collectively, the states represented here reject in the strongest terms the political and 
practical blow to our nation’s form of federalism.  We have expressed these beliefs through our legal 
system and continue do so through our review of the federal rulemaking process.  We respect each 
state’s authority and responsibility to act in the best interest of their citizens to mitigate against federal 
intrusion by forming their own strategies. 

One of the most controversial provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is 
the development of American Health Benefit Exchanges (HIX).  We reject the Obama Administration’s 
version of an exchange that HHS claims will “provide competitive marketplaces for individuals and small 
employers to directly compare available private health insurance options on the basis of price, quality, 
and other factors… (HIX) enhance competition in the health insurance market, improve choice of 
affordable health insurance., and give small businesses the same purchasing power as large 
businesses."i  HHS Secretary Sebelius indicates “Exchanges offer Americans competition, choice, and 
clout…Insurance companies will compete for business on a transparent, level playing field, driving down 
costs; and Exchanges will give individuals and small businesses the same purchasing power as big 
businesses and a choice of plans to fit their needs.”ii  We strongly disagree.  These federal exchanges will 
disrupt markets, stifle competition, and therefore ultimately will result in higher costs for consumers. 

Our States We oppose: 

• Federal control over states 
• Federal control over consumers 
• Federal control over private companies 
• Federal control over markets 

We support: 

• State initiated public-private sector partnerships to develop and adopt market-based tools that 
can assist in the offering and purchase of private health insurance policies. 
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Introduction: 

We reject PPACA. We believe and continue to hope for a repeal/replace. The PPACA fails to address the 
core issue of the health care crisis; the growing cost of health care.   We  Many of our states support the 
lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of PPACA and we hhope that the Supreme Court will act swiftly 
in striking PPACA it down.. Different states are taking different approaches to protecting citizens from 
undue federal oversight. Meanwhile, states are forced to make a decision between two precarious 
options:(1) implement the PPACA and develop a state-based exchange or (2) yield  control of a large 
portion of their historically state regulated insurance market to the federal government.    While we 
await the Supreme Court decision, our states are in different phases of implementing or rejecting 
PPACA.   . None of our States us will Some of us have chosen not to implement this unpopular law as it is 
written today and there there should be no confusion that states are embracing this unpopular e law..   
States are taking different approaches to protecting citizens from undue federal intrusion into our 
markets.  tates are approaching healthcare reform in different ways.  Some of our States A few are 
developing their own state-based solutions to prevent federal control, and while other States are 
working to maintain the solutions that are working in their States.  there should be no confusion that 
states are embracing the law. For example, Wisconsin is…Utah is… . There are some states that already 
have solutions in place., (add a state – named or unnamed - that falls in each bucket). others are 
cautiously planning and preparing without making binding commitments, and a few are working to 
implement health care reform in a way that is most appropriate for their state.  In every case, however, 
we are united in our deep concern about the federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
process and HHS’s lack of a coordinated, organized strategy in working with states. We have specific 
concerns about key facets of the law and fear chaos will result if it is implemented.    

With less than two years remaining for Health Insurance Exchanges (HIX) to be operational, HHS 
leadership has not provided the necessary guidance and critical information needed for states to make 
decisions around exchanges.   The federal government threatens to operate a federally facilitated 
exchange in our states and yet, HHS has neither released a model of the federal HIX nor addressed the 
underlying policies that will govern such an exchange.  With no federal model to review, states cannot 
effectively evaluate if ceding control of an exchange to the federal government is in their best interest.  
States are expected to make progress towards exchange implementation; however, HHS has not 
provided the measurements and evaluation criteria that will assess state progress.   States have no final 
regulations to inform their implementation efforts and HHS proposed regulations depict an 
unacceptable model that is prescriptive, overly regulatory, and will drive up state costs.   T WThe federal 
government does not fund the exchanges past implementation and the first year of operations and yet, 
HHS proposes to further perpetuate the subservient relationship between states and the federal 
government employed in Medicaid.  The HHS should have no ongoing enforcement authority over state 
funded, state-based exchangese and we  find these proposed regulations deeply disturbing.   
Additionally, even proposed regulations on major and critical elements of PPACA such as the essential 
benefits, plan quality rules, and specifics around risk adjustment have yet to be released.   There is no 
information on how the hypothetical federal eligibility data hub will work and how its systems interfaces 

Comment [m1]: All of the states are in 3 
different buckets on where they are coming from.  
Need more language/different language about 
where the states are coming from in how they are 
rejecting the PPACA. For instance, WI implementing 
an Exchange isn’t showing that they are embracing 
the PPACA. 

Comment [m2]: States reject PPACA. Those 
states that are implementing are not embracing the 
act. Planning such that if the Act is sustained, we’ll 
do best to do something that is best for the state.  
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will function.  Finally, despite repeated requests from States, there is no timeline for when proposed 
regulations will be finalized and when lingering questions will be answered.   

 The federal government does not fund the exchanges past implementation and the first year of 
operations and yet, HHS proposes to further perpetuate the subservient relationship between states 
and the federal government employed in Medicaid.  The HHS should have no ongoing enforcement 
authority over state funded, state-based exchanges.   Additionally, even proposed regulations on major 
elements of PPCA such as the essential benefits, plan quality rules, and specifics around risk adjustment 
have yet to be released.   There is no information on how the hypotheticl federal eligibility data hub will 
work and how its systems interfaces will function.  Finally, there is no timeline for when proposed 
regulations will be finalized and when lingering questions will be answered.  This distinct lack of 
direction results in our deep disquiet about the federal state of preparation and the confusion that may 
ensue in 2013.    

States that want to implement an exchange face a treacherous path forward with so many decisions in 
flux.    

1. Limited state staffing due to budget restraints, state procurement laws and timelines, the 
limited schedules of State Legislatures, and the required complex IT system development needs make 
implementation of an effective, efficient exchange by 2014, out of reach for most states.  Even if a state 
is successful in standing up an exchange, the necessary swift implementation puts the state at high risk 
for early systems failures.  Finally, but arguably most importantly, by operating an exchange states are 
also placed in the middle of wide public outcry when premiums  inevitably rise due to the key failures in 
the PPACAiii.   

 
 

2. With the Supreme Court decision pending, states should not be expected to rush consideration 
of a state-based HIX.   Under the current circumstances, the entire law may be voided.  States cannot 
prepare grant applications when HHS has failed to answer so many large issues are unanswered anandd 
states do not have the tools or information to determine what model best suits their needs.    For 
example, states that choose to allow the federal government to establish an exchange on their behalf 
may still need funding to prepare for a federal exchange.  However, with no information available on 
what those needs will be, states cannot adequately prepare a grant application. HHS has yet to provide a 
model of a federal HIX, final regulations, or cost models for the federal partnership options.  States need 
these items to strategically plan their exchanges and HHS needs to indicate the expected release dates 
for all essential exchange documentation. If the law is upheld, Congress and HHS should consider 
providing states with more time for implementation and should allow establishment funding to continue 
after 2015.  In the meantime, HHS should reconsider options and, as the funding timeline is not defined 
in the ACA, and should not impose a deadline of June 2012 on exchange grant funding.    Finally, 
Congress should move expeditiously  to allow States to implement waivers in 2014 and to assure that 
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HHS evaluates waivers in a timely and fair manner  so that State innovation can continue and States can 
protect their citizens from undue federal intrusion.  

 
3. Congress should move quickly, and HHS should be prepared to grant waivers, to remove 
restrictions from the ACA that thwart the offering of consumer directed health plans.  
Specifically, similar to the individual market, there should not be limitations on the dollar value 
of deductibles in the small group market. Waivers are talked about, but truly not permitted until 
2017. A truly market-based Exchange would be completely outside the concept of PPACA.  

 

Insurance Cost Will Increase: 

The most glaring PPACA failure, is that it does nothing to address the underlying  issue of our health care 
crisis, cost, and in fact only perpetuates growing health care costs and our nation's debt.  Evidence is 
mounting that the cost of insurance will rise as a result of the PPACA.  While new insurance rating rules 
expand access to health insurance, they also have the consequence of increasing premium cost for many 
Americans.  The new insurance rating rules will increase premium cost in the following ways: 

1. By adding required benefits.  The essential benefits will contribute to an increase in the basic 
cost of insurance and potentially force some Americans to buy coverage they do not need.    

2. Demographic and risk profile changes in the marketplace will also contribute to increased costs.  
For example, if employers drop coverage, especially early retiree programs, older more costly 
individuals may enter the risk pools.   Increased premium costs  and the relatively weak penalty 
for not having health insurance will result in a high propensity for less healthy individuals to 
purchase insurance.     Additionally, little is known about the health status and risk profiles of 
the currently uninsured population; experience shows that uninsured populations have pent-up 
demands for health care services resulting in higher than expected initial costsiv. 

3. High risk pools relieve some of the uncertainty about unknown risks in uninsured populations 
and put downward pressure on premium cost by removing the highest risks from the general 
risk pool.  Over the last three decades, 35 states have implemented high risk pools. These pools 
segment the highest cost individuals from the traditional marketplace.  While high risk pool 
enrollees typically account for between 2% and 8% of individually insured lives, the population 
represents approximately 15% to 30% of total claim expense within the individual market.  The 
ACA allows states to continue high risk pools but contains no supporting provisions or 
explanations of how high risk pools fit in the post 2014 environment. If, in the face of this 
inconsistency, states disband these pools in 2014, this population will join the commercial 
marketplace.  This result will drive up costs for all Americans.   
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4. Additional upward pressure on premium costs comes from new provider and carrier 
assessments created to pay for the ACA tax credits and Medicaid expansion. These new costs 
will be included in premiums and passed on to consumers.   

5. The expansion of the Medicaid program will exacerbate provider cost-shifting as PPACA the ACA 
didhas not sufficiently address adequate reimbursement for Medicaid providers.  Costs for 
commercially insured populations may rise as a result.  

All of these factors put upward pressure on health care cost.  An exchange, either federal or state-based 
is not likely to impact the cost trajectory.   The PPACA ACA requires that pricing be the same both on and 
off the exchange and requires combined risk pools on and off exchanges.  Thus, an exchange cannot 
offer prices different than the general market and should not be billed to lower insurance premiums.   

Recommendations: 

Collectively our states are not opposed to true market-based exchanges. The concept of exchanges 
arose out of conservative thought and potential exists in this concept to increase market 
competitiveness and thus lower cost.   Exchanges could be the foundation for a system that does not tie 
tax deductions for health insurance to employers and instead provides tax deductions for all Americans 
outside of employment.  We do not support the hijacked version of exchanges outlined in PPACA and 
the HHS regulations.  HHS offers states the option of operating an ‘active purchaser’ exchange that 
would ‘negotiate prices with carriers’; however, such a model is likely to backfire.  It will reduce the 
overall number of carriers and thus reduce competition.  These PPACA exchanges have strong potential 
to create a single payer system.   Exchanges as envisioned by HHS have a questionable future in our 
states.    

Instead, we offer a concept for a State based Ffree Mmarket Stimulators 

The concept of exchanges arose out of conservative thought  and collectively our states are not opposed 
to true market-based exchanges.   However, we do not support the hijacked version of exchanges 
outlined in PPACA and the HHS regulations.   The government should not compete with the private 
market and an exchange should not ‘negotiate prices with carriers.  Such a model is likely to backfire by 
reducing  the overall number of carriers and thus reduce competition.  These PPACA exchanges have 
strong potential to create a single payer system and have no place in our States.     

Similar to the government building roads and bridges to encourage commerce,  a market based 
Exchange could  increase market competitiveness and thus lower cost.   A market based Exchanges 
could be the foundation for a system that does not tie tax deductions for health insurance to employers 
an instead provides tax deductions for all Americans outside of employment.  ____.  

1. America must preserve a competitive marketplace to ensure choice, maximize quality and lower 
costs and to this end we introduce Free Market State based Stimulators.    
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2.1. A free market Stimulator n exchange, state or federal, provides value to consumers.  It provides 
a venue to obtain streamlined cost and quality data, and as specified in the ACA, provides lower 
income individuals with subsidies to purchase health insurance; the increase in individuals 
purchasing insurance should promote competition and drive pricing among plans.  

3.2. A free market Stimulator Exchanges should serves as a conduit to the marketplace and provide 
cost and quality information.  Stimulators Exchangare es should be a channel for the free market 
to work appropriately but does not attempt control the market.  Stimulators do not They should 
not attempt to impose price controls or negotiate prices with health plans. Such an approach 
may limit the number of choices for consumers and thwart competition over the long term.   

4.3. Stimulators do not ate governments should not be forced to compcompete with the private 
market and should instead leverage the experience of the private market to improve quality for 
consumers.   Similar to the way states contract for Medicaid managed care services, states 
should have the flexibility to contract with the private market HIXs to carry out non-eligibility 
HIX functions.  Stimulators may also choose to Additionally, states should have the flexibility to 
‘license’ private entities  HIX that meet state requirements to allow consumers to have a choice 
of exchangeFree Market Stimulators.   There are many vendors in the private market that are 
already performing exchange type functions.  HHS should also consider this operational model 
for a federal exchange. 

5. ExchangeFree Market Stimulators should accommodate work to provide defined contribution 
plans for employers, that can encourage stimulate health insurance portability.  making health 
insurance portable for individuals.  Stimulators support  the modernization of the  The federal 
tax code to  should be modernized to provide equity between individual and employer based 
coverage..  and these contributions should be tax deductible.   

  

PPACA and the HHS proposed rules threaten this vision.  
 
4. Federal oversight of exchanges should be limited to quality standards and states should not have to 

seek permission for every change made to state-based exchanges.  Exchanges must be able rapidly 
to respond to market fluctuations; requirements to seek federal permission for changes through a 
lengthy approval process threaten exchange effectiveness.  

 
State based free market Stimulator should determine essential benefits and nNo state should be 
forced to comply with a one-size fits all federal approach to "essential benefits."  Federal essential 
benefits should be treated as guidelines for states to consider.   

5. In Secretary Sebelius’s letter to republican governors, she indicates that a state can add benefits to 
the list of essential benefits.  We do not consider that to be an acceptable approach, states should 
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be able to add or subtract from the essential benefits, based on local values and concerns.  Congress 
and HHS should work together to address this issue.  
 

1. States  have vast experience through their insurance departments to assess the viability of carriers.  
States should determine the types of carriers that can offer health plans through their exchangesFree 
Market Stimulators and should be allowed to develop their own criteria.  Any fFederal guidelines, 
including quality guidelines, should be optional for states.     
6. To sell insurance in a state-based or federally facilitated exchange, federal multi-state plans 
should be required to be certified by state departments of insurance. 
 
7.2. State-based Free Market Stimulators  HIX should have the flexibility to determine the types of plans 

that are offered in their States. through their exchanges.   Stimulators ates should be allowed to 
provide consumers and subsidized individuals access to the full range of plan choices in both the 
individual and small group markets, including that will be provided off exchanges, including 
consumer directed health plans, without limits. ans that do not meet the metallic structure outlined 
in the ACA.   

 
8.3. If the law is upheld, Congress and HHS should consider providing states with more time for 

implementation and should allow establishment funding to continue after 2015.  In the meantime, 
HHS should reconsider options and, as the funding timeline is not defined in the ACA, and should 
not impose a deadline of June 2012 on exchange grant funding.    

 
9.4. Congress should move quickly, and HHS should be prepared to grant waivers, to remove restrictions 

from the ACA that thwart the offering of consumer directed health plans.  Specifically, similar to the 
individual market, there should not be limitations on the dollar value of deductibles in the small 
group market. Waivers are talked about, but truly not permitted until 2017. A truly market-based 
Exchange would be completely outside the concept of PPACA.  

 
10.5. State free market Stimulators  We recognize the importance of mitigating risk and  employ local 

strategies such as limited open enrollment periods  on a schedule that is appropriate for the State.to 
mitigate risk, but state-based exchanges should be allowed to determine the timing of their open 
enrollment periods. (too specific??) States should be charged with risk selection, but those decisions 
should be left to the states.  

 
11.6. Free market Stimulators  recognize that consumers may  require assistance in utilizing the 

Stimulator.  However, it  allows natural market forces to respond to this need without forcing 
taxpayer to support the cost of this assistance. States should be able to design their own programs 
to provide assistance to the uninsured and others that may access exchanges.  They should be 
allowed to leverage current volunteer programs, and integrate brokers as they see fit.   Without a 
long-term federal funding source, there should be no requirement of states to fund "navigator" 
programs. Again – Navigator is HHS’ concept. We believe market forces will develop their own ways 
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of helping consumers select their plans. The taxpayers don’t need to fun; if there is a need, the 
market will respond with a solution naturally.  

 
12.7. State based market Stimulators define their core functions based on gaps in the private market 

and does not  duplicate private market functions.   Functions such as premium collection and 
premium aggregation are considered  on a local level. Thoughts: What the Exchange does and 
functions it performs should be state based. States should decide what functions they want their 
state to do – what functions are appropriate for the Exchange and what should be left to the private 
market. List Premium collection and aggregation as an example.  is not specifically required in the 
ACA and HHS should not require premium collection functionality in the SHOP exchange.  HHS 
should not require state-based SHOP exchanges to collect premiums.  In many state markets, 
employers and insurers currently have effective premium payment and collection processes in 
place.  In these cases, requiring exchanges to collect premiums in the small group market duplicates 
functionality already present in the market and increases exchange operational costs and exchange 
liability, potentially at state expense. 

8. Free market Stimulators do not  support unfunded federal mandates and will  not States should not 
be forced to administer a federal programs without financial support.  While Stimulators may assist 
consumers with determining the amount of federal subsidies, they will not administer 
Administration of federal tax credit programs,eligibility appeals related to tax credit eligibility or 
waivers of any federal mandates.   

13.9. States and their Free market Stimulators maintain control of their Medicaid eligibility should be 
optional for states and should not be linked to Medicaid eligibility.  States should be able to retain 
control of Medicaid eligibility without having to administer federal tax credits, appeals, or waivers 
for the individual mandates. (Dennis idea – lump subsidies together – whether coming from feds, 
employer or Medicaid; source doesn’t matter.) The delivery of the payment is different from 
calculating the premium tax credit.  Seema to work on word-smithing the language in #10 – don’t 
want to do the hearings and appeals for these. However you get your assistance, the Exchange can 
accommodate it without having to hire enrollment brokers.  

14. States should have the option of allowing their non-disabled Medicaid populations to opt out of 
traditional Medicaid coverage and utilize the exchange to select appropriate products. 

15. Congress should move swiftly to allow states to implement waivers in 2014 and should provide HHS 
with defined timelines to consider waivers and respond to waiver requests.   

16. Congress should move quickly to create a level playing field for the individual market and employer 
sponsored insurance.  Contributions toward individual and family health insurance purchased 
through the exchange should be tax deductible for the purchaser.   

17. States need information on the federally facilitated exchange(s).  Despite requests from states over 
the past 18 months, we have limited understanding of how a federally facilitated exchange will 
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operate.   To make strategic decisions around exchange implementation, we must clearly 
understand the underlying policies that will govern a federally facilitated exchange.  States that elect 
a federally facilitated exchange must have direct representation on any federal exchange governing 
Board.  States that are not operating an exchange need to understand the resources required to 
coordinate state agencies with a federal exchange.  

18. States need to prepare their eligibility systems and HHS must provide, without further delay, the 
specifications for the federal data hub.   Regardless of whether a state establishes an exchange, 
these systems must be upgraded to support eligibility based on Modified Adjusted Gross Income 
(MAGI).    States must also understand any intention to charge states to access the federal hub, so 
that we can consider this in our planning and decision making.  If there is a cost to access the federal 
hub, then states should not be required to use it.    

 
19. States are not aware of any databases that include information on which employers offer health 

insurance.  Guidance is needed on how to determine if an employee has employer sponsored 
coverage available and on how a state is supposed to assess affordability and minimum value of 
employer sponsored insurance.  HHS must provide, without delay, processes describing how these 
functions will be accomplished. 

 
20. The federal partnership options outlined at the CCIIO meeting departed from the options 
previously discussed with states; these options do not constitute partnerships.   Instead they put forth 
rigid requirements that offer little benefit.  For example, in the case of eligibility functions, states should 
have the choice of maintaining their Medicaid eligibility.  
 
21. HHS must provide more options for states through a menu of choices.   States also need 
assistance in understanding the costs involved for a partnership model and how state integration costs 
will be addressed before any commitments can be made.    
 
22. Exemptions from the federally created individual mandate should be performed and funded by 
the federal government and should not be required of state-based exchanges.   This is a federal 
mandate that should not be enforced by states.   
23. A federal exchange should not duplicate state functions.  States should remain responsible for 
insurance markets and should have control over which carriers offer plans in their state. 
24. For a state that does risk adjustment and reinsurance no federal allpayer database is needed.  
States should not be required to turn over data.  

                                                           
i Department of Health and Human Services Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. 45 CFR 155 and 156.  July 11, 2011. 

ii HHS Press release July 11, 2011.  http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/07/20110711a.html  

iii  ACA Impact on Premium Rates in the Individual and Small Group Markets.  Milliman Health Care Exchange Issue 
Brief: Indiana Exchange Policy Committee. http://in.gov/aca/files/ACAImpactonPremiumRates_v_June_2011.pdf 
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Higher Costs and the Affordable Care Act. The Case of the Premium Tax.  American Action Forum March, 2011.  
http://americanactionforum.org/sites/default/files/Case%20of%20the%20Premium%20Tax.pdf  

iv Milliman Health Reform Briefing Paper.  Experience under the Healthy Indian Plan: The short-term cost 
challenges of expanding coverage to the uninsured. August, 2009. 

Exchange.   
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RGPPC Call on Medicaid Opinion

When: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:30 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where:   access code 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.

 CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at 4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of experts.  1 

PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public states.  We request
that you continue indicate that your state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on the call.  We will discuss Medicaid
expansion, MOEs, healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of PPACA for states appear to be intact.  

Thanks,
Marie

More: 
http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-join-medicaid-expansion/

Court holds that states have choice whether to join medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1)
Congress acted constitutionally in offering states funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to
expand coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it must obey by the new rules and
expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will
have the option of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.

 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief, Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took
the position that depriving a state of all of its Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s
power under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they concluded, it may not coerce states
into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because
it disagreed with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional violation is not to declare the
expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that
the provision of the statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the expansion was
unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the
new expansion funds if they take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the unexpanded
version of the program if they want.
 
Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut
off all funding unless states agreed to the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion was
constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would have to comply with the expansion conditions if
they did.
 
But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s
3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.
 
The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito –
agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that
the consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have been that even states that wanted to
participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if
the state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 
At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4 votes to strike the entire expansion down,
and 3 votes to strike down only the provision withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does
that leave things?
 
Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the ambiguity by voting with the plurality on
the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only
to strike down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 
The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four dissenters – finding the expansion
unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief, Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation
was to strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid funds unless a state agrees to the
expansion.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols  Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; ts ;
Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ;
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ;
pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas, Elizabeth; Lowell Arye;
Jonathan Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri

Subject: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST
Date: Sunday, August 07, 2011 10:23:16 PM
Attachments: NASWA Resolutions--July 2011.doc

RGPPC_Healthcare_Policy_Summit_Fact_Sheet-RGPPC_Members-Corp.pdf
2011-08-4-Mead_to_Energy_Govs_RGPPC_1[1].pdf
2011-08-07-Governors_to_EPA_Letter_[1].docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday morning at 10:30 AM EST. Those of you in DC may meet in
the New Jersey conference room; Hall of States room 201.

Agenda and notes below:

1-800
Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS) and Brandy/Travis/Chip (TX)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  August 29 and 30th. Please continue registering. Please
email Monica Block at Mblock@rga.org with your three staff members. She will prepare sample flight
iteneraries and will send them to you. Updated itenerary attached.

-- Healthcare task force- next conference call on RGPPC broader document/report will be on Tuesday,
August 9 at 5:00 PM EST. We are working with a communications specialist to edit the document.  The
goal is to have a new version on Tuesday for you to review.

-- Energy Effort:  Your Chief of Staffs received the attached letters from Governor Mead's office on
Sunday.  RGPPC will be working with Governor Mead and other interested governors in facilitating
regular conversations with governors on energy policy.  We also are planning three RGPPC Energy
summits, similar to our upcoming healthcare summit in DC. 

-- Best practices:  we are still writing best practices reports. Please take the time to let us know what to
feature in your state. Send us your "accomplishments" press releases.  Direct us to any useful
websites.  Again, we will write your state's chapter/section and then send it to you to edit. We will
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Resolution 1

National Association of State Workforce Agencies


Resolution Supporting Flexibility of Federal Training Funds

WHEREAS, Congress has established a multiplicity of federally-funded training programs to be administered by the states, yet has not provided for transferal of funds among those programs; 


WHEREAS, the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 establishes three funding categories (Adult, Dislocated Worker and Youth), limits transferal of funds between Adult and Dislocated Worker to 30 percent, and disallows transferal of Youth funds;

WHEREAS, the Employment and Training Administration currently limits waiver requests to transfer funds between Adult and Dislocated Worker to 50 percent;


WHEREAS, continued high-demand for workforce services in an environment of significantly-declining resources compels the need for flexibility in the use of training funds to produce creative, cost-effective workforce services;

RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to adopt statutory provisions for the transfer of up to 30% of funds across all training-program appropriations; urges Congress to adopt statutory provisions for full flexibility of Title I Workforce Investment Act funds; and pending ultimate Congressional action, urges the Employment and Training Administration to return to the practice of providing full waivers of the statutory transfer-limit between Adult and Dislocated Worker funds.

Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development


Resolution 2

National Association of State Workforce Agencies

Resolution Permitting States to Require Drug Testing as a Condition for Receipt of 


Training and Unemployment Insurance Benefits

WHEREAS, Section 181(f) of Title I of the Workforce Investment Act specifically affirms the states’ authority to test and sanction WIA participants for the use of controlled substances;


WHEREAS, use of controlled substances demonstrably impedes individuals’ ability to complete training and secure and maintain employment; 

WHEREAS, in the current period of elevated unemployment, demand for training outpaces available resources and demand for Unemployment Insurance benefits outpaces premium receipts in many states;


RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to adopt statutory provisions permitting states to test and sanction applicants for all federally-funded training programs and all Unemployment Insurance claimants for the use of controlled substances. 


Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development


Resolution 3

National Association of State Workforce Agencies

Resolution Supporting the Permanent Reinstitution of 


Governors Discretionary Set-Asides


WHEREAS, Title 1 of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 provided governors with the authority to withhold up to 15 percent of its annual Adult, Dislocated Worker, and Youth funds to be used for statewide activities, of which 10 percent may be utilized for discretionary programs, including innovative programs that strengthen the state’s workforce investment system. 


WHEREAS, HR 1473 reduced the amount of funds that may be withheld by each state to five percent and established a $125 million “Workforce Innovation Fund” (WIF) competitive grants program to be administered by the US Department of Labor.

WHEREAS, the Employment and Training Administration has interpreted the statutory language to mean that the WIF grants can and will be made directly to local workforce investment boards (WIBs), without receiving input from the governor or state board, thereby undercutting the authority and responsibilities of the governor and the state board as established by WIA and inappropriately consolidating authority at the Employment and Training Administration. 

RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to adopt statutory provisions permanently reinstituting governors discretionary set asides at WIA prescribed levels; and urges the Employment and Training Administration to stipulate that any grant proposals submitted for WIF grants by local WIBs should require the explicit approval and partnership of the governor and/or the state.

Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development


Resolution 4

National Association of State Workforce Agencies


Resolution Establishing Minimum Maintenance-of-Effort Contributions for WIA Title II Funds

WHEREAS, Title II of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 establishes a minimum 25 percent state maintenance-of-effort contribution, yet provides for a one-time-only readjustment of a state’s maintenance-of-effort contribution, even if the state’s current contribution exceeds the 25 percent minimum;


WHEREAS, constrained state and local budgets have resulted in reductions to state funding for Adult Education;


RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to adopt statutory provisions establishing Workforce Investment Act Title II state maintenance-of-effort contributions at 25 percent, without respect to prior-year contributions.

Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development


Resolution 5

National Association of State Workforce Agencies

Resolution Supporting the Transition of the Adult Basic Education Program to the United States Department of Labor


WHEREAS, Title II of the Workforce Investment Act established a program of Adult Basic Education to provide developmental education for adults lacking a secondary-level basic skills or proficiency in English;


WHEREAS, Americans lacking a high school diploma are unemployed at a rate triple that of those holding a bachelor’s degree;


WHEREAS, the overwhelming majority of adults seeking a GED or occupational certification do so to find employment or get a better job;


WHEREAS, the United States Department of Labor administers the nation’s job-preparation programs, including the network of One-Stop centers, yet authority for WIA Title II programs is established with the United States Department of Education; 

RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to transfer authority for WIA Title II activities to the United States Department of Labor. 

Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development


Resolution 6

National Association of State Workforce Agencies

Resolution Supporting Flexibility of WIA Title II Funding


WHEREAS, Title II of the Workforce Investment Act established a program of Adult Basic Education to provide developmental education for adults lacking secondary-level basic skills, yet disallows expenditures for integrated basic- and occupational-skills instruction;


WHEREAS, many adults seeking a GED are also in need of occupational-skills instruction to get a job;


WHEREAS, integrating basic- and occupationally-based instruction are demonstrably-effective strategies to improve Adult Education participants’ outcomes and workforce opportunities; 

RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to adopt statutory provisions permitting WIA Title II funds to be used for integrated basic- and occupational-skills instruction. 

Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development


Resolution 7


National Association of State Workforce Agencies


Resolution Supporting Elimination of the Non-Reduction Rule for Emergency Unemployment Compensation


WHEREAS, nearly two-thirds of the states have recently borrowed, are currently borrowing, or are in jeopardy of borrowing to pay unemployment compensation benefits;


WHEREAS, states should retain the sovereignty to determine the most appropriate Unemployment Insurance benefits program and method of addressing unemployment insurance trust fund insolvency; 


WHEREAS, the current federal non-reduction rule limits states’ options to address insolvency by eliminating Emergency Unemployment Compensation eligibility to citizens of states who reduce weekly benefit amounts; 


RESOLVED, that the National Association of State Workforce Agencies urges Congress to eliminate the non-reduction rule from current and future authorizations of Emergency Unemployment Compensation programs.


Submitted by:  Indiana Department of Workforce Development





  


 


RGPPC HEALTHCARE POLICY SUMMIT 
THE RITZ-CARLTON  1150 22ND STREET, NW  WASHINGTON, DC 20037 


MONDAY, AUGUST 29 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
 


INVITED GOVERNORS 
GOVERNOR HALEY BARBOUR, POLICY CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI* 


GOVERNOR CHRIS CHRISTIE, POLICY VICE CHAIRMAN, NEW JERSEY 
GOVERNOR BOB MCDONNELL, RGA VICE CHAIRMAN, VIRGINIA


*CONFIRMED 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2011 
11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Registration and Hospitality 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Policy Session I: Cost Containment and the Regulatory Environment 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Policy Session II: Enhancing Personal Responsibility 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Policy Session III: A Discussion on Healthcare Exchanges 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Breakout Session: Healthcare Exchanges (Staff Only) 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Welcome Reception and Dinner 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Registration and Hospitality 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
Location: The Ritz-Carlton 


   


9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Policy Session IV: Medicaid: Waivers, Innovative Reforms and Pilot Programs 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 


 


11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Policy Session V: A Discussion on Dual Eligibles 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
   


12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  Luncheon 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
    Speaker: Doug Holtz Eakin 
   


1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Policy Session VI: What Healthcare Reform Should Look Like 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
   


2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Breakout Session: What Healthcare Reform Should Look Like (Staff Only) 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 


  







 


 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
The Ritz-Carlton  
1150 22nd Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202) 835-0500 
Fax: (202) 835-1588 
www.ritzcarlton.com/DC 
 
The Ritz-Carlton is the host hotel for the RGPPC Healthcare Policy Summit. The RGPPC is pleased to 
announce a discounted group rate of $179.00 per night. These rates will be available three days prior to and 
three days after the RGPPC Healthcare Policy Summit.  
 
To make your reservation, please contact Zaina Shaath at zshaath@rga.org or via phone at (202) 662-4161. 
You must complete your reservation prior to the room block cut-off date of Friday, August 19, 2011 to 
receive the discounted rate.  
 
Please note The Ritz-Carlton has a 24-hour cancellation policy. 
 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
The Ritz-Carlton is 17 minutes / 5 miles from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) via taxi, 
and 20 minutes via the Metro (Blue Line to Largo Town Center), exiting at the Foggy Bottom Metro stop. 
Upon exiting the Foggy Bottom Metro stop, walk 3 blocks North (on 23rd Street, NW) and 1 block East  
(on M Street NW) to get to The Ritz-Carlton. 
 
Taxis are available from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) to The Ritz-Carlton.  A taxi 
ride from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) is approximately $18.00. 
 


ATTIRE 
Business 
 


RSVP 
Please complete and return your response form to Zaina Shaath at zshaath@rga.org or via fax at  
(202) 662-4926 no later than Friday, August 19, 2011.  
 
Please note that you cannot RSVP for the full conference at MyRGA.org. 
 


RGPPC STAFF 
RGPPC Policy Director 
Marie Sanderson 
Email: msanderson@rgppc.org 
 
RGPPC Policy Advisor 
Seth Levey  
Office:  (202) 662-4157  
Email:  slevey@rgppc.org 
 
RGPPC Policy Advisor 
Lindsay Russell  
Office:  (202) 662-4149  
Email:  lrussell@rgppc.org 
 
 


Republican Governors Public Policy Committee * 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Suite 250 * Washington, DC  20006 
(202) 662-4140 phone * (202) 662-4924 fax * www.rgppc.com 



http://www.rgppc.com/






MATTHEW H. MEAD
GOVERNOR THE STATE OF WYOMING


STATE CAPITOL
CHEYENNE, WY 82002


August 5. 2011


Office of the Governor


Governor Haley Barbour
P.O. Box 139
Jackson, MS 39205


Governor Robert Bentley
State Capitol
600 Dexter Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36130-2751


Governor Sam Blo\ nback
State Capitol
2ud Floor
Topeka, KS 66612-1590


Governor Jack Dairymple
State Capitol
600 East Boulevard Ave., Dept. 101
Bismark, ND 58505-0001


I)ear Governor:


Governor Mary Fal liii
State Capitol Building
2300 Lincoln Blvd, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73 105


Governor Robert McDonnell
Patrick Henry B u lid i ng
1111 East Broad Street. 3d Floor
Richmond, VA 23219


Governor Sean Parnell
State Capitol Building
P.O. Box 1101
Juneau. AK 998 11-0001


It was a pleasure seeing you at the National Governors Association meeting last month in Salt
Lake City. Governor Herbert was a terrific host and Utah was a wonderful venue. It was a great
opportunity to visit with like—minded governors such as you.


As you know, many of us discussed the ambitious and unrelenting encroachments of the
federal administration on our states, particularly the energy producing states. Many of us agreed
that we should establish a regular dialogue with each other and a response to the systematic
federal overreach which undermines our states’ oversight of environmental quality, industrial
development, local job creation and revenue collections. In the absence of’ a national energy plan
that ties our nation’s security, treasury and welfare to state resource development and protection.
there is a pressing need for leadership at the state level and a unified voice of reason.


Many members of our states’ legislative houses are forming an energy states producing
coalition. I believe this interstate approach is necessary and timely. We can complement
such legislative efforts with an executive group of governors from energy states. I propose a
regular teleconference, every six weeks as a start, to discuss energy issues in our states. The
Republican Governom’s Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) can facilitate these calls and our


PHONE: (307) 777-7434 FAX: (307) 632-3909







collaboration can enhance the face—to-face energy summits the RUPPC has been discussing,
which I support. We can then work together to find the best ways to meet the challenges we face
as developers, producers and suppliers of the energy for our nation and beyond.


The first collective action I propose is a delegation of Governors to visit Washington. [).C. and
meet with EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson about our inherent responsibilities and successes in
environmental regulation and the economic consequences of the EPA’s rulemaking spree. I
have attached a draft letter and encourage you to consider joining me in signing the letter by
August 19.


I hope you will also agree to a periodic teleconference to discuss our mutual energy interests. I
believe the states can provide strong leadership and effectuate change and I anticipate working
with you to that end. I look forward to hearing from you SO the letter to Administrator Jackson
can go out in August and so I can make arrangements for us to convene via teleconference in the


month of September.


ncerely.


Maithew H. Mend
Governor


Attachment






Ms. Lisa Jackson

Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460 



Dear Madam Administrator:



We, the undersigned Governors, write you out of concern about the cumulative impacts and costs of all the new and contemplated rules and standards issued by the Environmental Protection Agency.  



We are concerned with the extremely fast pace of regulatory change in the air programs and increasingly stringent air quality rules.  The added cost of administering these many programs and rules is a financial strain on our states and creates uncertainty for the utilities and industry.  No apparent consideration has been given to the operational and environmental performance that will result from the cumulative effects of these rules and regulations. Our states are effectively dealing with the environmental impacts of energy development and, as such, must become full partners in developing regulatory strategies.



Many of us are also concerned about the activities of the agency regarding hydraulic fracturing technology in oil and gas production.  For over fifty years, state agencies have been regulating oil and gas operations, including hydraulic fracturing.  As technologies in this area have advanced, we have responded with expanded regulations.  Pursuant to our responsibilities, it is our respective state governments which oversee the drilling, fracturing, water discharge and all other aspects of production to assure that public health and the environment are protected.



We urge a meeting with you.  Further, we recommend that no further guidance or rules be issued until such time as we can meet.  One possibility is a meeting in Washington with you and your staff.  We will attend and bring the staffs of our departments of environmental quality, oil and gas conservation commissions and state engineers.  Our goal is to answer any and all questions you and your staff might have, and to learn the scope of your guidance and standards and how those might affect our existing regulatory programs.  We also would like to know the extent of the public process you will undertake prior to issuing any guidance and the review/appeal processes to be made available.  



Energy operations in the our states not only provide the country with domestic energy, but these industries constitute a significant base of employment and royalties which fund our schools, police and other vital state and local services.  Protecting these important economic resources, while protecting health and the environment, is our common goal.



We look forward to meeting with you to further our understanding.



Sincerely,





continue to feature 2 states a week on certain issues. Thanks in advance for your cooperation in getting
those proofed!   These reports will be available on RGPPC.com.

-- Other Issues?:  Moving forward into other issues:  we'd like to move into transportation, education
and regulatory issues if there is enough interest from the group to do so.  If your governor/you would
like to lead on those issues or another issue, please let us know.  We are striving to put together
leaderships teams on various issues.

---Chip Roy from Texas:  Our friend Chip has been diagnosed with Hodgkins Lymphoma. I've included
an email from him below.   If you'd like to email Chip, his email is chiproytexas . Please
continue to keep Chip in your thoughts and prayers. 

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

5. NGA  Update: Lauren (NE)---Healthcare Exchange Conference Sept 8-9

6.  NASWA Resolutions (IN- Debbie and Griffin)

7.  Other business?

Thanks to all-  mts

*****

Email From Chip:

Well, this was not the news I had hoped to share - but share it I must...

I was diagnosed today with Hodgkins Lymphoma.  It's not definite, I suppose, until I make the trek to
MD Anderson next week, but it seems very likely to be the case.  The good news is that depending on
what they find in terms of stage/onset (insert prayer request here), it is very winnable.

So - please say some prayers that the doctors can isolate this, target it and beat it... so that I can have
a lot more time on this planet with my beautiful family, and to continue doing what I know I was sent
here to do... and so that I can spend a lot more time bothering all of you.

As I told a merry band of brothers, I know that Jesus awaits with open arms because of Grace - and
that is the blessing of all blessings... but I want him to say "well done" and not just "hello," and I have
a lot left to do...

So, keep the prayers coming and know that I love you all very much.

cr

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; ts ;
Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ;
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ;
pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas, Elizabeth; Lowell Arye;
Jonathan Ringo

Subject: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST
Date: Sunday, July 31, 2011 8:36:30 PM
Attachments: RGPPC_Healthcare_Policy_Summit_Fact_Sheet-Staff[1].pdf

RGPPC_Healthcare_Policy_Summit_Reply_Form-Staff[1].pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday mornig at 10:30 AM EST.
Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS) and Brandy/Travis/Chip (TX)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  August 29 and 30th. Please continue registering. There
WAS a typo in the intial registration documents. Please email Monica Block at Mblock@rga.org with your
three staff members. She will prepare sample flight iteneraries and will send them to you. Forms
attached.

-- Healthcare task force- next conference call on RGPPC broader document/report will be on Thursday,
August at 5:00 PM EST. We are working with a communications specialist to edit the document.  The
goal is to have a new version on Thursday for you to review.
We will also finalize schedule for healthcare conference.

-- Energy letters:  Please see the email Seth sent last week with all pending energy letters. If you'd like
another copy, please email Seth at 

-- Best practices:  we are still writing best practices reports. Please take the time to let us know what to
feature in your state. Send us your "accomplishments" press releases.  Direct us to any useful
websites.  Again, we will write your state's chapter/section and then send it to you to edit. We will
continue to feature 2 states a week on certain issues. Thanks in advance for your cooperation in getting
those proofed!   These reports will be available on RGPPC.com.

-- Other Issues?:  Moving forward into other issues:  we'd like to move into transportation, education
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RGPPC HEALTHCARE POLICY SUMMIT 
THE RITZ-CARLTON  1150 22ND STREET NW  WASHINGTON, DC 20037 


MONDAY, AUGUST 29 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
 


INVITED GOVERNORS 
GOVERNOR HALEY BARBOUR, POLICY CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI 


GOVERNOR CHRIS CHRISTIE, POLICY VICE CHAIRMAN, NEW JERSEY 
*CONFIRMED 


 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2011 
11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Registration and Hospitality 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Policy Session I 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Policy Session II 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Policy Session III 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Breakout Session 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Welcome Reception and Dinner 
    Location: TBD 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Registration and Hospitality 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
 


8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
Location: The Ritz-Carlton 


   


9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Policy Session IV 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 


 


11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Policy Session V 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
   


12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  Luncheon 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
   


1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Policy Session VI 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
   


2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Breakout Session 
    Location: The Ritz-Carlton 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 
The Ritz-Carlton  
1150 22nd Street NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Reservations: (800) 558-9994 
Tel: (202) 835-0500 
Fax: (202) 835-1588 
www.ritzcarlton.com/DC 
 
The Ritz-Carlton is the host hotel for the Healthcare Policy Summit. The RGPPC is pleased to make 
arrangements for you and cover room costs for the nights of Sunday, August 28th and Monday,  
August 29th. A credit card is necessary for incidentals. 
 
Any accommodations outside of the provided August 28th and August 29th dates can be made directly 
with the hotel and paid for by the individual.  The RGPPC is pleased to provide a discounted group rate 
of $179.00 per night.  These rates will be available three days prior to and three days after the 
Healthcare Policy Summit. 
 
In order to receive the discounted rate, should you choose to lengthen your stay beyond August 28th and 
August 29th, please call The Ritz-Carlton directly at (800) 558-9994 to make your reservation and 
reference the “Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC).”  You must complete your 
reservation prior to the room block cut-off date of Friday, August 19, 2011 to receive the discounted 
rate. 
 
Please note The Ritz-Carlton has a 24-hour cancelation policy. 
 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
The RGPPC is pleased to book your airfare for this trip. Air travel can be booked directly with Monica 
Block on an individual basis.  
 
All ground transportation is to be made and paid for by the individual.  
 
The Ritz-Carlton is 17 minutes / 5 miles from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) via 
taxi, and 25 minutes via the Metro (Blue Line to Largo Town Center). 
 
Taxis are available from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) The Ritz-Carlton.  A taxi 
ride from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) is $18.00. 
 


ATTIRE 
Business 
 


RSVP 
Please complete and return your response form to Monica Block at mblock@rga.org or via fax at  
(202) 662-4926 no later than Friday, August 19, 2011.  
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RGPPC STAFF 
 
RGPPC Policy Director 
Marie Sanderson 
Email: msanderson@rgppc.org 
 
PGPPC Policy Advisor 
Seth Levey  
Office:  (202) 662-4157  
Email:  slevey@rgppc.org 
 
RGPPC Policy Advisor 
Lindsay Russell  
Office:  (202) 662-4149  
Email:  lrussell@rgppc.org 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Republican Governors Public Policy Committee * 1747 Pennsylvania Ave., NW Suite 250 * Washington, D.C.  20006 
(202) 662-4140 phone * (202) 662-4924 fax * www.rgppc.com 



mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org

mailto:slevey@rgppc.org
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http://www.rgppc.com/






RGPPC HEALTHCARE POLICY SUMMIT 
THE RITZ-CARLTON  1150 22ND STREET NW  WASHINGTON, DC 20037 


MONDAY, AUGUST 29 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
 


RGPPC Ticketing Form 
Please complete and return this form to Monica Block via fax at (202) 662-4926,  


or email to mblock@rga.org by Friday, August 19, 2011. 
 


Attending Staff Name:                   
 


Contact Name:                    
 


Title:             Birthday:                    
 


Address:         City:       State:     Zip:           
 


E-Mail:         Phone:          Cell:           
 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Please check all events you plan to attend. 
 


MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2011 
 


12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.   Luncheon 
  


1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Policy Session I 
   
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.   Policy Session II 
  
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Policy Session III 
 


5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   Breakout Session 
  
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Welcome Reception and Dinner 
   
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 


 


8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
 


9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.   Policy Session IV 
 


11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Policy Session V 
 


12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.   Luncheon  
 


1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Policy Session VI 
 


2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   Breakout Session  
 


TRAVEL PREFERENCE: 
Please list your preferred travel date, time and airport below, noting that the conference begins Monday, August 29th at noon. 
 


Departing/Return Airport: ____________________________  Date: _________________________   
 


Time (Please circle one):  Morning      Mid-Day      Afternoon      Evening 
 


ROOM PREFERENCE: 
All rooms will be a single unless a preferred roommate’s name is listed below. 
 


________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


ALLERGIES: 
Please list any food/other allergies you wish to share 
 


________________________________________________________________________________  







and regulatory issues if there is enough interest from the group to do so.  If your governor/you would
like to lead on those issues or another issue, please let us know.  We are striving to put together
leaderships teams on various issues.

---Chip Roy from Texas:  Our friend Chip has become ill. Please see an email from Chip at the bottom
of this agenda explaining his situation. Please keep Chip in your thoughts and prayers. If you'd like to
email Chip, his email is chiproytexas .

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

5. NGA  Update: Lauren (NE)---Healthcare Exchange Conference Sept 7/8

6.  Other business? 

Thanks to all-  mts

*****

Email From Chip:

Friends, Family, Colleagues...

I am sorry for the mass email, but it's the only way to get this out quickly.  I also apologize for
duplication with a few of you who cross over a list or two...

I went in to the doctor yesterday after experiencing pain in the right side of my back which was worse
when I took a deep breathe.  The doctor performed an x-ray and CT Scans, which revealed fluid build
up in the bottom portion of my right lung, and a small mass in the upper portion close to my sternum. 
I went to the emergency room last night to have the fluid drained, but (and I suppose this is good
news) the doctor didn't think it was too acute and that it would be better for everyone if it were
performed on an outpatient basis on Monday or Tuesday.  When they do that, they will poke my right
lung twice - once to drain the fluid and the other to stick a needle in the mass to perform a biopsy.

To the extent there is other good news, there is not a spike in my white blood cell count, which one
would expect if it were cancer, especially severe cancer - but there's no telling what it is at this point...
it could easily still be either benign or malignant.  But the other twist to all of this is that some of you
will remember that I had an oddly higher white blood cell count a coupla years ago which was tested
over and over and nothing was found - and now it's actually lower, and in the normal range.

In any event, I would simply ask that you pray that 1) the procedure goes well next week, 2) that the
biopsy come back benign, and 3) that this can all be eliminated easily.

Most of all, just know that I very much appreciate the love and support of all of you.

I am too stubborn to let this stop me from being around to share my life with my lovely (and patient)
bride, to mess around with Charlie and Virginia (as any good dad likes to do), to hang out with each of
y'all, and appropriately, to harass liberals with my "crazy talk" of limited constitutional government,
freedom, and craziest of all, faith in the American people...

God Bless y'all-
cr

"And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has
sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective." - James 5:15-16
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Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; ts ;
Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ;
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ;
pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas, Elizabeth; Lowell Arye;
Jonathan Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri; shawn.reese@wyo.gov

Subject: RGPPC Conference call Monday 10:30 AM EST
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2011 10:04:40 PM
Attachments: 2011 8 19- RGPPC Health Care Summit Survey.doc

2011-08-16-Governors_to_EPA_Letter_Latest_Edits.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday morning at 10:30 AM EST.

Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  August 29 and 30th. Everyone should be registered. We
have over 70 governors staff registered...thank you!   Should you have any questions about the event,
please email   Questions regarding your flights and hotels should be directed to
MBlock .  Please advise your staff to bring plenty of business cards for our networking
session.

--  Healthcare Survey-  Attached is a healthcare survey we'd like staff attending to fill out and send back
to us. We'd like to share these comments with our panelists to ensure we are providing you the
information you want to hear.  If you'll allow us to attribute your comments to you or your state, we will
publish this document for our networking session to enhance your ability to meet think tanks, other
states, and private sector entities that have similiar issues or can offer assistance to your needs.

-- Healthcare task force- next conference call on RGPPC broader document/report will be on Tuesday,
August 23 at 5:00 PM EST. We will begin approval process.  Final approval due Friday, August 26 at
NOON EDT.  *** A new copy with all of your edits will be sent Tuesday.

-- Energy Effort:  Your Chief of Staffs received the attached letters from Governor Mead's office on
Sunday.  RGPPC will be working with Governor Mead and other interested governors in facilitating
regular conversations with governors on energy policy.  We also are planning three RGPPC Energy
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RGPPC Health Care Summit

August 29-30th

Washing ton, DC

 

SURVEY

Please submit surveys to LRussell@rgppc.org 


Note subject: RGPPC HC Summit

 

Listed below are all the panel session titles and discussion points for the RGPPC Health Care Summit. In an effort to make sure that the panels address the issues that are most important to your state and assist in our networking efforts, we would like to give you the opportunity to give us some feedback in preparation for our conference. Please use the space below to express any suggestions you may have on any of the panel discussions. 

May we publish your responses for other participants to see? ___Yes     ____ No


If yes, may we attribute your responses to you in the published document for other participants to see?    ____ Yes   ____ No 


 

1.   The Overreaching Burdensome Regulatory Environment 

Point of Discussion: Will include a discussion on asset tests, pharmacy costs and fraud waste and abuse, etc. as well as the impact of the Obama Administration’s harmful regulations on states

 

 

 

 

2.      Enhancing Personal Responsibility 

Point of Discussion: Programs that have been successful- or could be successful-- in requiring more personal responsibility 

 

 

 

3. Healthcare Exchanges 

Point of Discussion: A conversation on the various approaches to healthcare exchanges 

 

 

 

4. Medicaid Reforms: Waivers, Innovative Reforms and Pilot Programs 

Point of Discussion: Learn from other states, experts, and the private sector regarding creative ideas to manage the current Medicaid programs 

11:00 a.m. –                            

 

 

5. Improving Healthcare and Reducing Costs: A Discussion on Dual Eligibles and Cost Containment 

Point of Discussion: Discuss what states are doing to control costs and what states need to effectively manage their dual eligibles program 

 

 

 

 

6.   What Medicaid Reform Should Look Like 

Point of Discussion: What would repeal and replace look like? A discussion to guide our work moving forward.   
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Ms.The Honorable Lisa Jackson

Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460 



Dear Madam Administrator Jackson:



We, the undersigned Governors, write you out of concern about the cumulative impacts and costs of all the new and contemplated rules and standards issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  



We are concerned with the extremely fast pace of regulatory change in the air programs and increasingly stringent air quality rules.  The added cost of administering these many programs and rules is a financial strain on our states and creates uncertainty for the utilities and industry.  No apparentInadequate consideration has been given to the operational costs and sub-optimal environmental performance that will result from the cumulative effects of these rules and regulations.  Our states are effectively dealing with the environmental impacts of energy development and, as such, must become full partners in developing regulatory strategies.



In addition to our apprehension about the scope and content of many EPA regulations, we are also concerned about EPA’s lack of coordination with other federal agencies and affected states to issue permits in a timely manner. Often, the EPA appears to belatedly join the permitting process with diffuse objections and concerns that are not based on accurate and holistic information and are difficult to address so late in the process.  As a consequence, important energy and other projects within our states are often delayed or abandoned with a concomitant increase in cost and loss of jobs.



Many states now require cost-benefit and job-impact analyses before any new state rule or regulation can move forward.  We urge the EPA to clearly demonstrate that benefits outweigh costs before any regulation advances.  Thorough analysis will ensure that secondary impacts are adequately considered, including increased costs for agricultural and industrial inputs.



Many of us are concerned about draft internal guidance under consideration by the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers that would significantly expand federal jurisdiction over waters of the United States.  Under the guise of interpreting decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court, the draft would significantly expand federal jurisdiction to non-navigable waters and wetlands, thereby infringing upon traditional state authority.  We believe the draft goes beyond clarification and violates the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act by resorting to internal guidance instead of formal rule-making.







Many of us are also concernedAnother issue that is of great importance to a number of the oil and gas producing states  about the activities of the agencyrelates to EPA activities regarding hydraulic fracturing technology in oil and gas production.  For over fifty years, state agencies have been regulating oil and gas operations, including hydraulic fracturing.  As technologies in this area have advanced, we have responded with expanded appropriate regulations.  Pursuant to our responsibilities, it is our respective state governments which oversee the drilling, fracturing, water discharge and all other aspects of production to assure that public health and the environment are protected.



We urge request a meeting with you in the near future.  Further, we recommend request that no further guidance or rules be issued until such time as we canwe meet.  One possibility is a meeting in Washington with you and your staff.  We will attend and bring the staffs of ourrelevant environmental, energy, and economic departments of environmental quality, oil and gas conservation commissions and state engineerspersonnel.  Our goal is to answer any and all questions you and your staff might have, and to learn the scope of your guidance and standards and how those might affect our existing state regulatory programs.  We also would like to know the extent of the public process you will undertake prior to issuing any guidance and the review/appeal processes to be made available.  



The fragile nature of the economic recovery should remain at the forefront of every decision by federal policy makers.  Energy operations in the our states not only provide the country with domestic energy, but these industries constitute a significant base of employment and royalties which fund our schools, police and other vital state and local services.  Protecting these important economic resources, while protecting health and the environment, is our common goal.



We look forward to meeting with you to further our mutual understanding.



Sincerely,





summits, similar to our upcoming healthcare summit in DC. Please email Seth at  if
your governor would like to sign the letter, attached, to Adminstrator Jackson or if you have any
questions. Deadline is COB, Wed, August 24. Governor Mead's policy director Shawn Reese also is
reached at Shawn.Reese@wyo.gov

-- Best practices:  we are still writing best practices reports. Please take the time to let us know what to
feature in your state. Send us your "accomplishments" press releases.  Direct us to any useful
websites.  Again, we will write your state's chapter/section and then send it to you to edit. We will
continue to feature 2 states a week on certain issues. Thanks in advance for your cooperation in getting
those proofed!   These reports will be available on RGPPC.com.

-- Other Issues?:  Moving forward into other issues:  we'd like to move into transportation, education
and regulatory issues if there is enough interest from the group to do so.  If your governor/you would
like to lead on those issues or another issue, please let us know.  We are striving to put together
leaderships teams on various issues.

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

5. NGA  Update: Lauren (NE)----Healthcare Exchange Conference Sept 8-9

6.  Other business?

Thanks to all-  mts

*****

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov;
Candice Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov;
Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ;
ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth
Levey; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov;
katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas,
Elizabeth; Lowell Arye; Jonathan Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri; shawn.reese@wyo.gov; jhurst6 ;
rick.perez@guam.gov; twatkins ; Landon.fulmer@ks.gov

Subject: RGPPC Conference call: Monday, 10:30 AM EDT
Date: Sunday, September 18, 2011 8:33:23 PM
Attachments: 2011-08-24-Utility_MACT_Letter.docx

2011-09-09-EPA_Letter_Edits.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday morning at 10:30 AM EST.

Agenda and notes below:
1-800-
Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  October 24/25.  Questions regarding your flights and
hotels should be directed to MBlock   Updated agenda and online registration will be out this
week. 

-- Healthcare task force:  Next call is THURSDAY, September 22nd, 5 PM EDT. We will discuss next
steps with the super committee, healthcare exchanges commenting period, healthcare reform in general,
and the CLASS Act's impact on states. Please note we have moved this call from its originally scheduled
day of Tues. Sept 20. 

--  Governor Mead Energy Letter and MACT letter sponsored by Governor Herbert. Please let Seth know
where you stand on this letter.  Letters are attached and Seth's update, forwarded
Friday, is pasted below this agenda.

-- RGPPC Energy Policy Summit:  Save the Date:  December 12-13, Jackson Hole Wymoing.  More
information TBD regarding staffing and agenda.

-- Pension Reform Conference call:  If your state missed the pension reform conference call on Friday
and would like to be connected with the Laura and John Arnold Foundation, please let Marie know.

3. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
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Draft Letter for Governors To Co-Sign



_______, 2011



President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500



Dear President Obama:

We request you direct the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to withdraw and re-propose its rule for hazardous air pollutants from coal- and oil-fired power plants known as the Utility MACT rule.  This action is urgently needed as the current November 16 promulgation date gives the Agency approximately only 90 days to prepare and draft its final rule.  That is not enough time to responsibly address scores of comments and data submitted from States and industries along with evaluating the cumulative impacts of additional rules EPA has, or plans to impose, on utilities.  Over half the States filed comments on the rule - the bulk of which seek changes.  All the while, the Agency must conduct a full interagency review of the final preamble language.  

EPA has acknowledged the proposed Utility MACT rule will be one of the most expensive rules in the history of Clean Air Act —$11 billion annually—and produce only marginal benefits from reductions in mercury emissions.  Recent analyses show the rule may well risk millions of jobs and increase the cost of power for working families, small businesses, farms, schools and hospitals—all for little benefit from hazardous air pollutant reductions.  

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) staff estimated up to 81 gigawatts of existing generation - about 8 percent of total installed capacity - are ‘likely’ or ‘very likely’ to be retired as a consequence of recent proposed EPA rules. Even before the Utility MACT rule was proposed, companies began to retire plants and will continue to do so.  As these announcements continue, the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC), the National Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and the Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs) are advising that full-time power availability could be at risk. 

Reflecting its statutory obligation to consider costs and energy requirements, EPA in its preamble pledged to work with FERC, NERC, NARUC, RTOs, and DOE to identify and respond to any reliability concerns arising out of the timing of the rule.  After blackouts in 2003, FERC and NERC were mandated by statute to ensure the reliability of the power grid.  In response to EPA, both indicate they are evaluating the rule’s impact on our nation’s power supply and reliability.  To satisfy its own statutory obligation, EPA must allow FERC and NERC to complete their evaluation of the proposed rule on our nation’s energy system before promulgating its rule.  

In addition, we are concerned about the effects of other proposed and recently finalized EPA rules.  These actions include: new rules on industrial boilers, new standards on cement manufacturers, new ozone standard that could double the number of counties in non-attainment, the Cross State Air Pollution Rule imposing significant controls and shut-downs as of January 1, 2012, federal greenhouse gas rules, new regulations for handling coal ash and cooling water intake structures.  

We share your interest in protecting the health of all Americans and share the common objective of creating new jobs here in the U.S. and avoiding the job losses the Utility MACT and the other recent EPA proposals will precipitate.  This can only be accomplished if EPA takes the necessary time to reconsider their proposals in light of the critical data they have now received.  This task simply cannot be accomplished by the current Utility MACT promulgation date.  

In the interest of American workers and the economies of our States, we urge you to act on this request to withdraw and re-propose the Utility MACT rule.  Any new rule must reflect information on how it will impact the economy and include a full and complete study of reliability that takes into account the additional regulatory hurdles EPA is considering placing before the power sector. 

Very truly yours, 














The Honorable Lisa JacksonBarack Obama

AdministratorPresident of the United States

Environmental Protection AgencyThe White House 

Ariel Rios Building

16200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460 20500



Dear Administrator JacksonMr President:



We, the undersigned Governors, write you out of concern about the cumulative impacts and costs of all the new and contemplated rules and standards issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  



We are concerned with the fast pace of regulatory change in the air programs and increasingly stringent air quality rules.  The added cost of administering these many programs and rules is a financial strain on our states and creates uncertainty for utilities and industry.  Inadequate consideration has been given to the operational costs and sub-optimal environmental performance that will result from the cumulative effects of these rules and regulations.  Our states are effectively dealing with the environmental impacts of energy development and, as such, must become full partners in developing regulatory strategies.



In addition to our apprehension about the scope and content of many EPA regulations, we are also concerned about EPA’s lack of coordination with other federal agencies and affected states to issue permits in a timely manner. Often, the EPA appears to belatedly join the permitting process with diffuse objections and concerns that are not based on accurate and holistic information and are difficult to address so late in the process.  As a consequence, important energy and economic development projects within our states are often delayed or abandoned with a concomitant increase in cost and loss of jobs.



Many states now require cost-benefit and job-impact analyses before any new state rule or regulation can move forward.  We urge the EPA to clearly demonstrate that benefits outweigh costs before any regulation advances.  Thorough analysis will ensure that secondary impacts are adequately considered, including increased costs for agricultural and industrial inputs.



Many of us are concerned about draft internal guidance under consideration by the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers that would significantly expand federal jurisdiction over waters of the United States.  Under the guise of interpreting decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court, the draft would significantly expand federal jurisdiction to non-navigable waters and wetlands, thereby infringing upon traditional state authority.  We believe the draft goes beyond clarification and violates the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act by resorting to internal guidance instead of formal rule-making.



Another issue that is of great importance to a number of the oil and gas producing states relates to EPA activities regarding hydraulic fracturing technology.  For over fifty years, state agencies have been regulating oil and gas operations, including hydraulic fracturing.  As technologies in this area have advanced, we have responded with appropriate regulations.  Pursuant to our responsibilities, it is our respective state governments which oversee the drilling, fracturing, water discharge and all other aspects of production to assure that public health and the environment are protected.



We request a meeting with you EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson in the near future.  Further, we request that no further guidance or rules be issued until we meet.  One possibility is a meeting in Washington with you Administrator Jackson and heryour staff.  We will attend and bring relevant environmental, energy, and economic personnel.  Our goal is to answer any questions you and yourthe Administrator and her staff might have, and to learn the scope of your EPA’s guidance and standards and how those might affect existing state regulatory programs.  We also would like to know the extent of the public process you EPA will undertake prior to issuing any guidance and the review/appeal processes to be made available.  



The fragile nature of the economic recovery should remain at the forefront of every decision by federal policy makers.  Energy operations in the our states not only provide the country with domestic energy, but these industries constitute a significant base of employment and royalties which fund our schools, police and other vital state and local services.  Protecting these important economic resources, while protecting health and the environment, is our common goal.



We look forward to meeting with you Administrator Jackson to further our mutual understanding.



Sincerely,





CC: The Honorable Lisa Jackson, Administrator, United States Environmental Protection Agency



4. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

5. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

6.   Other business?

Thanks to all-  mts

*****

TO:                  RGPPC ACTION OFFICERS
FROM:            SETH LEVEY
RE:                  ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT LETTERS UPDATE
DATE:             SEPTEMBER 16, 2011

Action Officers -

Below is the latest update on energy letters.  Please let me know if you have any questions or if I’ve
missed your state for our list of sign-ons.  If you have any questions I can be reached at 202 662 4157
or 

Letters:

Letter from Governors Regarding EPA Rules (addressed to President Obama)
Timeline: Signatures by COB Friday, September 23
This is a sign-on letter spearheaded by Governor Mead.  This letter requests consideration of the
cumulative impacts of EPA’s recently promulgated and proposed regulations as well as a meeting
request for Governors with EPA Administrator Jackson.  We have extended the deadline to allow more
Governors to consider this letter.  Please note, the addressee of the letter has been changed to
President Obama.

Current Cosigners:       Alaska, Iowa, Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, Wyoming

Letter on EPA’s Utility MACT Rule
Timeline: Signatures by COB Friday, September 23

We've received a request to circulate a letter to the President regarding the Utility MACT rule.  This
letter has been circulated since July.

Current Cosigners:          Alaska, Mississippi, Utah

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov;
Candice Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov;
Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ;
ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth
Levey; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov;
katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas,
Elizabeth; Lowell Arye; Jonathan Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri; shawn.reese@wyo.gov; jhurst6 ;
rick.perez@guam.gov; twatkins ; Landon.fulmer@ks.gov

Subject: RGPPC Conference call: Monday, 10:30 AM EDT
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2011 10:12:38 PM
Attachments: ESEA fact_sheet_bringing_flexibility_and_focus_to_education_law_0.pdf

2011-09-09-EPA_Letter MEAD_Edits_(4).docx
2011-08-24-Utility_MACT_Letter.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday morning at 10:30 AM EST.

Agenda and notes below:
1-800-
Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  October 24/25.  Questions regarding your flights and
hotels should be directed to MBlock   Updated agenda and online registration will be out this
week.

-- Healthcare task force:  Next call is THURSDAY, September 29, 5 PM EDT. We will discuss next steps
with the super committee, healthcare exchanges commenting period, healthcare reform in general, and
the CLASS Act's impact on states.

--  Governor Mead Energy Letter (see attached) and MACT letter sponsored by Governor Herbert. We
will work to release both letters this week.  Possible press strategy attached to Mead letter in conjuction
with the TRAIN Act.  http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/183605-house-passes-bill-forcing-
analysis-delay-of-epa-regulation       The House on Friday approved legislation that would set up an
interagency committee charged with assessing the impact of Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
rules on U.S. economic competitiveness, and also delay several pending EPA rules until that analysis is
complete…

-- RGPPC Energy Policy Summit:  Save the Date:  December 12-13, Jackson Hole, WY.  More
information next week regarding staffing and agenda.

-- ESEA Chiefs for Change Relief (info attached and found at
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Bringing Flexibility and Focus to Education Law  


One of my highest priorities is to help ensure that Federal laws and policies support the significant 
reforms underway in many States and school districts and do not hinder State and local innovation 
aimed at increasing the quality of instruction and improving student academic achievement.     
~ Arne Duncan, September 23, 2011 


The Case for ESEA Flexibility 


Over the past few years, States and school districts have initiated education reforms and innovations to 
support great teaching and help all students learn and achieve success.   


 44 States and the District of Columbia have adopted a common set of State-
developed college- and career-ready standards 


 46 States and the District of Columbia are developing high-quality assessments 
aligned with college- and career-ready standards 


 More than 40 States are developing next-generation accountability and support 
systems, guided by principles developed by the Council of Chief State School 
Officers 


 Many States are implementing reforms in teacher and principal evaluation and 
support, turning around low-performing schools  


Many of these innovations and reforms were not anticipated when the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(NCLB) was enacted nearly a decade ago.  Instead of fostering progress and accelerating academic 
improvement, many NCLB requirements have unintentionally become barriers to State and local 
implementation of reforms. It is time for a new partnership where the federal role is to support 
innovation and reform in the states while maintaining a high bar for the success of all students. 


ESEA Flexibility  


ESEA flexibility focuses on supporting State and local reform efforts underway in three critical areas: 


 Transitioning to college- and career-ready standards and assessments 


 Developing systems of differentiated recognition, accountability, and support 


 Evaluating teacher and principal effectiveness and supporting improvement 


A State may request flexibility through waivers of several specific provisions of NCLB.  Most notably: 


 Flexibility Regarding the 2013–2014 Timeline for Achieving 100 Percent Proficiency:  A State will 
no longer have to set targets that require all students to be proficient by 2014.  Instead, a State 
will have flexibility to establish ambitious but achievable goals in reading/language arts and 
mathematics to support improvement efforts for all schools and all students. 







 Flexibility Regarding District and School Improvement and Accountability Requirements:  States, 
districts, and schools will receive relief from a system that over-identifies schools as “failing” and 
prescribes a “one size fits all” approach to interventions.  Instead, States will have the flexibility 
to design a system that targets efforts to the schools and districts that are the lowest-
performing and to schools that have the largest achievement gaps, tailoring interventions to the 
unique needs of those schools and districts and their students.  States will also have flexibility to 
recognize and reward both schools that are the highest-achieving and those whose students are 
making the most progress.   


 Flexibility Related to the Use of Federal Education Funds:  States, districts, and schools will gain 
increased flexibility to use several funding streams in ways they determine best meets their 
needs, and rural districts will have additional flexibility in using their funds. Funds to meet the 
needs of particular populations of disadvantaged students will be protected.   


To receive flexibility through these waivers of NCLB requirements, a State must develop a rigorous and 
comprehensive plan addressing the three critical areas that are designed to improve educational 
outcomes for all students, close achievement gaps and increase equity, and improve the quality of 
instruction. 


 Transitioning to College- and Career-Ready Standards and Assessments To request ESEA 
flexibility, a State must have already adopted college- and career-ready standards in 
reading/language arts and mathematics designed to raise the achievement of all students, 
including English Learners and students with disabilities.  The State will then help its schools and 
districts transition to implementing those standards and will commit to administering statewide 
tests aligned with college- and career-readiness.   
 


 Developing Systems of Differentiated Recognition, Accountability, and Support Under ESEA 
flexibility, a State will establish a differentiated recognition, accountability, and support system 
that gives credit for progress towards college- and career-readiness.  The system each State 
develops will recognize and reward the highest-achieving schools that serve low-income 
students and those that show the greatest student progress as Reward Schools.   


For a State’s lowest–performing schools — Priority schools,  generally, those in the bottom 5 
percent — a district will implement rigorous interventions to turn the schools around.  In an 
additional 10 percent of the State’s schools — Focus Schools, identified due to low graduation 
rates, large achievement gaps, or low student subgroup performance — the district will target 
strategies designed to focus on students with the greatest needs.   


 Evaluating and Supporting Teacher and Principal Effectiveness: Each State that receives the ESEA 
flexibility will set basic guidelines for teacher and principal evaluation and support systems.  The 
State and its districts will develop these systems with input from teachers and principals and will 
assess their performance based on multiple valid measures, including student progress over 
time and multiple measures of professional practice, and will use these systems to provide clear 
feedback to teachers on how to improve instruction. 






The Honorable Lisa JacksonBarack Obama

AdministratorPresident of the United States

Environmental Protection AgencyThe White House 

Ariel Rios Building

16200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460 20500



Dear Administrator JacksonMr President:



We, the undersigned Governors, write you out of concern about the cumulative impacts and costs of all the new and contemplated rules and standards issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  



We are concerned with the fast pace of regulatory change in the air programs and increasingly stringent air quality rules.  The added cost of administering these many programs and rules is a financial strain on our states and creates uncertainty for utilities and industry.  Inadequate consideration has been given to the operational costs and sub-optimal environmental performance that will result from the cumulative effects of these rules and regulations.  Our states are effectively dealing with the environmental impacts of energy development and, as such, must become full partners in developing regulatory strategies.



In addition to our apprehension about the scope and content of many EPA regulations, we are also concerned about EPA’s lack of coordination with other federal agencies and affected states to issue permits in a timely manner. Often, the EPA appears to belatedly join the permitting process with diffuse objections and concerns that are not based on accurate and holistic information and are difficult to address so late in the process.  As a consequence, important energy and economic development projects within our states are often delayed or abandoned with a concomitant increase in cost and loss of jobs.



Many states now require cost-benefit and job-impact analyses before any new state rule or regulation can move forward.  We urge the EPA to clearly demonstrate that benefits outweigh costs before any regulation advances.  Thorough analysis will ensure that secondary impacts are adequately considered, including increased costs for agricultural and industrial inputs.



Many of us are concerned about draft internal guidance under consideration by the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers that would significantly expand federal jurisdiction over waters of the United States.  Under the guise of interpreting decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court, the draft would significantly expand federal jurisdiction to non-navigable waters and wetlands, thereby infringing upon traditional state authority.  We believe the draft goes beyond clarification and violates the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act by resorting to internal guidance instead of formal rule-making.



Another issue that is of great importance to a number of the oil and gas producing states relates to EPA activities regarding hydraulic fracturing technology.  For over fifty years, state agencies have been regulating oil and gas operations, including hydraulic fracturing.  As technologies in this area have advanced, we have responded with appropriate regulations.  Pursuant to our responsibilities, it is our respective state governments which oversee the drilling, fracturing, water discharge and all other aspects of production to assure that public health and the environment are protected.



We request a meeting with you EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson in the near future.  Further, we request that no further guidance or rules be issued until we meet.  One possibility is a meeting in Washington with you Administrator Jackson and heryour staff.  We will attend and bring relevant environmental, energy, and economic personnel.  Our goal is to answer any questions you and yourthe Administrator and her staff might have, and to learn the scope of your EPA’s guidance and standards and how those might affect existing state regulatory programs.  We also would like to know the extent of the public process you EPA will undertake prior to issuing any guidance and the review/appeal processes to be made available.  



The fragile nature of the economic recovery should remain at the forefront of every decision by federal policy makers.  Energy operations in the our states not only provide the country with domestic energy, but these industries constitute a significant base of employment and royalties which fund our schools, police and other vital state and local services.  Protecting these important economic resources, while protecting health and the environment, is our common goal.



We look forward to meeting with you Administrator Jackson to further our mutual understanding.



Sincerely,





CC: The Honorable Lisa Jackson, Administrator, United States Environmental Protection Agency


Draft Letter for Governors To Co-Sign



_______, 2011



President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500



Dear President Obama:

We request you direct the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to withdraw and re-propose its rule for hazardous air pollutants from coal- and oil-fired power plants known as the Utility MACT rule.  This action is urgently needed as the current November 16 promulgation date gives the Agency approximately only 90 days to prepare and draft its final rule.  That is not enough time to responsibly address scores of comments and data submitted from States and industries along with evaluating the cumulative impacts of additional rules EPA has, or plans to impose, on utilities.  Over half the States filed comments on the rule - the bulk of which seek changes.  All the while, the Agency must conduct a full interagency review of the final preamble language.  

EPA has acknowledged the proposed Utility MACT rule will be one of the most expensive rules in the history of Clean Air Act —$11 billion annually—and produce only marginal benefits from reductions in mercury emissions.  Recent analyses show the rule may well risk millions of jobs and increase the cost of power for working families, small businesses, farms, schools and hospitals—all for little benefit from hazardous air pollutant reductions.  

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) staff estimated up to 81 gigawatts of existing generation - about 8 percent of total installed capacity - are ‘likely’ or ‘very likely’ to be retired as a consequence of recent proposed EPA rules. Even before the Utility MACT rule was proposed, companies began to retire plants and will continue to do so.  As these announcements continue, the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC), the National Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and the Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs) are advising that full-time power availability could be at risk. 

Reflecting its statutory obligation to consider costs and energy requirements, EPA in its preamble pledged to work with FERC, NERC, NARUC, RTOs, and DOE to identify and respond to any reliability concerns arising out of the timing of the rule.  After blackouts in 2003, FERC and NERC were mandated by statute to ensure the reliability of the power grid.  In response to EPA, both indicate they are evaluating the rule’s impact on our nation’s power supply and reliability.  To satisfy its own statutory obligation, EPA must allow FERC and NERC to complete their evaluation of the proposed rule on our nation’s energy system before promulgating its rule.  

In addition, we are concerned about the effects of other proposed and recently finalized EPA rules.  These actions include: new rules on industrial boilers, new standards on cement manufacturers, new ozone standard that could double the number of counties in non-attainment, the Cross State Air Pollution Rule imposing significant controls and shut-downs as of January 1, 2012, federal greenhouse gas rules, new regulations for handling coal ash and cooling water intake structures.  

We share your interest in protecting the health of all Americans and share the common objective of creating new jobs here in the U.S. and avoiding the job losses the Utility MACT and the other recent EPA proposals will precipitate.  This can only be accomplished if EPA takes the necessary time to reconsider their proposals in light of the critical data they have now received.  This task simply cannot be accomplished by the current Utility MACT promulgation date.  

In the interest of American workers and the economies of our States, we urge you to act on this request to withdraw and re-propose the Utility MACT rule.  Any new rule must reflect information on how it will impact the economy and include a full and complete study of reliability that takes into account the additional regulatory hurdles EPA is considering placing before the power sector. 

Very truly yours, 















http://www.excelined.org/Pages/Programs/Excellence_in_Action/Chiefs_for_Change.aspx)

-- H2B Letter authored by Governor McDonnell:  to be delayed until we are able to determine the
implication of this 60-day delay in implementation of the new rule.  We appreciate your speedy
attention to that letter last week.

-- RGPPC 2012: New leadership and committees to be announced in the coming week(s)

3. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)

4. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

5. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

6.   Other business?

Thanks to all-  mts
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov;
Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf;
Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us;
jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov;
Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov;
Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ;
Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov

Subject: RGPPC Conference call: Monday, 10:30 AM EST
Date: Sunday, June 05, 2011 11:26:11 PM

We will host our RGPPC conference call/meeting on Monday at 10:30 AM EST.  Staff in DC may meet in
the NJ office space, Hall of States room 201.  Those of us on the phone should dial into:

Access code:  

Please continue to work with your offices regarding the healthcare task force letter. We'll talk about this
effort on our call. 

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS) and Brandy/Travis/Chip (TX)

-   Healthcare task force letter
-   Senior Staff Retreat
-   Best practices
-  FL EPA call= Seth/ Brian arranging date

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update: Brandi White or Lanier Swann (Leader McConnell)

5. NGA Update: Lauren Kintner (NE)

6. Other business?

and ICYMI:

6/4/11  Nansen Malin: Liberal Washington State Tries to Kiss Medicaid Goodbye - WSJ.com

Liberal Washington State Tries to Kiss Medicaid Goodbye  
The governor and the legislature unanimously back a block-grant model similar to welfare reform.
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By NANSEN MALIN

Medicaid has plunged Washington state into fiscal crisis. This fact was recognized by legislators from
both sides of the aisle during a contentious special session that concluded last week. The result was
Senate Bill 5596, a Medicaid block-grant bill.
The block-grant concept was remarkably nonpartisan: The bill, requiring the state to apply to the
federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for a waiver that would replace its current
Medicaid program with a block grant, passed with unanimous support. On Tuesday, Gov. Christine
Gregoire, previously an opponent of block grants, signed the bill. Now the waiver request will go to HHS
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.
A block grant would free state and local officials from being de facto appendages of the faraway federal
government. Just the latest in the long line of unnecessary federal strings are the costly "maintenance
of effort" requirements imposed by the federal stimulus bill and ObamaCare. This requirement will add
an estimated 176,000 people to our state's Medicaid rolls by 2013 and prohibit the state from modifying
eligibility rules without risking a loss of all Medicaid funding.
In contrast, SB 5596's authors explain that the block grant would "allow the state to operate as a
laboratory of innovation for bending the cost curve, preserving the safety net, and improving the
management of care for low-income populations." Rhode Island has had success under a similar waiver
granted in 2009, saving $100 million within the first 18 months. With a block grant, state legislators will
have the ability to alter eligibility and benefits to best serve the unique needs of their constituents
without having to opt out of Medicaid entirely.

Receiving federal dollars in a lump sum instead of matching funds would also make it easier to find
cost-savings in Medicaid. Currently, 1.2 million residents of Washington state are on Medicaid. This
costs the state $3.1 billion annually, with the federal government contributing another $3.1 billion. If
the state legislature wants to reduce Medicaid spending, it has to find $2 in cuts to realize $1 in savings,
creating a perverse incentive to keep spending beyond what the state can afford.
In addition to setting eligibility restrictions, the federal government handicaps states in their ability to set
benefits. The only real option available to state legislators to control costs is to further decrease
reimbursement payments to already underpaid physicians and hospitals. Block grants give states the
freedom to decide—with minimum federal interference—whom to cover, what services to provide, what
to pay service-providers, and whether to experiment with other innovative reforms.
In 1996, a Republican Congress and President Bill Clinton transformed the Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (i.e., welfare) program into block grants to the states. With finite funding, states
were given an incentive to reform programs and reduce costs. Critics argued that the federal
government was shifting costs to the states, which would engage in a harmful race to the bottom.
Instead, the new program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), has been a remarkable
success. Welfare rolls decreased by two-thirds, and by 2006 total real federal and state spending on
TANF had decreased by 31% from 1995 levels. Washington state saw its case load decrease 37%, to
61,200 in March 2003 from 96,000 in September 1996, saving taxpayers $290 million in annual
expenditures. Given the right incentives, and freedom to propose changes, states saved taxpayers
money while better serving the poor.
Lawmakers in Washington state unanimously acknowledged the advantages and successes of block-
granting when they passed SB 5596. Secretary Sebelius should grant the waiver. It's time for
Washington, D.C. to let Washington state run its own Medicaid program.

Ms. Malin is Washington state director for Americans for Prosperity.

Inserted from <http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303657404576363812467438234.html>

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;
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jabot10 ; janelcausey ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov;
Candice Whitfield; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
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jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov;
katyoder_99 ; pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas,
Elizabeth; Lowell Arye; Jonathan Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri; shawn.reese@wyo.gov; jhurst6 ;
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Subject: RGPPC Conference call: Tomorrow/ Friday 10 AM EDT
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2011 6:33:03 PM
Attachments: H2B_Letter_to_DOL[1].pdf

H2B_Memo_to_Gov_090811[1].docx
H2B_Rules[1].pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday morning at 10:30 AM EST.

Agenda and notes below:

1-800-
Access code:  

Agenda:
1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS)

-- RGPPC Healthcare Summit- Save the date:  October 24/25.  Questions regarding your flights and
hotels should be directed to MBlock@ Updated Agenda coming soon.

-- Healthcare task force:  Next call is Tuesday, September 20th, 5 PM EDT. We will discuss next steps
with the super committee, healthcare reform in general, and the CLASS Act's impact on states.

--  Governor Mead Energy Letter:  We are working to close out this letter. Please let Seth know where
you stand on this letter. 

-- RGPPC Energy Policy Summit:  Save the Date:  December 12-13, Jackson Hole Wymoing.  More
information TBD regarding staffing and agenda.

--  Pension Reform: Conference call this afternoon/Friday 5 PM EDT

--  H2B Visa Employment issue (Matt Conrad- VA) *** See attachments

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
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Impact of the Department of Labor’s New H-2B Wage Rule

Effective September 30, 2011





What is H-2B?

The H-2B program is the seasonal foreign worker visa program for non-agricultural employers. Workers may be employed up to ten months of the year. There is no limit to the number of years an employer or worker can participate in the program. Workers return to their countries of origin after 9 months of seasonal work in the U.S.

Who Participates?
Although there is an annual cap of 66,000 for new H-2B visas, any U.S. employer who can demonstrate a recurring seasonal or peak load labor need may apply for the H-2B program. Examples of industries and operations that currently use the program to meet some or all of their seasonal labor needs include:

· fruit, vegetable, and horse industries 

· seasonal retailers and wholesalers, including nurseries and garden centers

· food processors and produce packers, including seafood processors and fish packers

· resorts, restaurants and hotels

· asphalt and paving contractors, masonry contractors, and other seasonal trades

· landscape contractors

· tree planters and seasonal lumber mills

What is the current issue?

Currently, the H-2B program requires that an employer attest to the Department of Labor that it will offer to the H-2B employee a wage that equals or exceeds the highest of the: 1) prevailing wage; 2) applicable Federal minimum wage; 3) State minimum wage; or 4) local minimum wage.  On Aug. 30, 2010, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania ruled that regulations issued by the Department of Labor in 2008 under the prior administration setting those wage standards for H-2B employees violated the Administrative Procedure Act (APA).  The court ruled the prior administration violated the APA because they did not seek comment during the rulemaking process on the methodology used to set the wage rates. 

The Department of Labor has issued a final regulatory action, in keeping with the E.D. Pa.’s latest court order, that purports to “[improve] protections for both U.S. and foreign workers by aligning wages with marketplace realities and ensuring that the H-2B program is used as it was intended.”    The new wage rule will take effect on September 30, 2011, and will base the prevailing wage on:

· wages established under an agreed-upon collective bargaining agreement;

· a wage rate established under the Davis-Bacon Act; or

· the arithmetic mean wage rate established by the Occupational Employment Statistics wage survey.

Industry advocates estimate that implementation of this new rule on September 30th of this year, will drive up labor costs for seafood, nursery, and tourism industries by 30 to 300 percent.  This will have a crippling effect on vital, but struggling, sectors of the economy.  The Department of Labor’s final rule states that they “do not dispute that the implementation of the Wage Rule … regrettably may result in layoffs of H-2B workers and possibly those workers in positions that support [them].”  Nonetheless, DOL held that consideration to be outside of their regulatory scope.       


































5. NGA  Update: Lauren (NE)----Healthcare Exchange Conference Update

6.  Other business?

Thanks to all-  mts

*****

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RGPPC healthcare task force call
Attachments: rgaexchange NOV 1 Call.docx

When: Thursday, November 03, 2011 4:00 PM-4:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

 

Good Afternoon,

Per our staff-only meeting at the Healthcare summit, attached is a discussion document prepared by IN and several other states to
continue our debate of healthcare exchanges. This document has been edited since last week's draft. 

We will have a healthcare task force meeting on Thursday at 5 PM EDT to build off our staff-only discussion.  

Agenda

1. Roll call- Marie
2. Document discussion, Seema Verma Indiana 3. Next steps

Conference Line:1-800-
Passcode: 
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Exchange Recommendations

Summary:

On behalf of the 29 Republican Governors, we agree that our nation's health care system is in need of significant reform.  However, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not the answer. This law will disrupt our markets, drive up the cost of health care for Americans, and will place our nation in further debt; we vehemently support its repeal.  

PPACA is an unwarranted, untested, and unwise concentration of power in the federal government.  It represents a poor choice for the American people and requires the states to accept federal control over the health insurance industry.  It is clear that despite assurances of state flexibility, the federal agencies charged with implementation have chosen contempt frontation rather than cooperation.

Individually and collectively, the states represented here reject in the strongest terms the political and practical blow to our nation’s form of federalism.  We have expressed these beliefs through our legal system and continue do so through our review of the federal rulemaking process.  We respect each state’s authority and responsibility to act in the best interest of their citizens to mitigate against federal intrusion by forming their own strategies.

One of the most controversial provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is the development of American Health Benefit Exchanges (HIX).  We reject the Obama Administration’s version of an exchange that HHS claims will “provide competitive marketplaces for individuals and small employers to directly compare available private health insurance options on the basis of price, quality, and other factors… (HIX) enhance competition in the health insurance market, improve choice of affordable health insurance., and give small businesses the same purchasing power as large businesses."[endnoteRef:1]  HHS Secretary Sebelius indicates “Exchanges offer Americans competition, choice, and clout…Insurance companies will compete for business on a transparent, level playing field, driving down costs; and Exchanges will give individuals and small businesses the same purchasing power as big businesses and a choice of plans to fit their needs.”[endnoteRef:2]  We strongly disagree.  These federal exchanges will disrupt markets, stifle competition, and therefore ultimately will result in higher costs for consumers. [1:  Department of Health and Human Services Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. 45 CFR 155 and 156.  July 11, 2011.]  [2:  HHS Press release July 11, 2011.  http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/07/20110711a.html ] 


Our States We oppose:

· Federal control over states

· Federal control over consumers

· Federal control over private companies

· Federal control over markets

We support:

· State initiated public-private sector partnerships to develop and adopt market-based tools that can assist in the offering and purchase of private health insurance policies.

Introduction:

The PPACA fails to address the core issue of the health care crisis; the growing cost of health care.   We  Many of our states support the lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of PPACA and we hhope that the Supreme Court will act swiftly in striking PPACA it down.. Meanwhile, states are forced to make a decision between two precarious options:(1) implement the PPACA and develop a state-based exchange or (2) yield  control of a large portion of their historically state regulated insurance market to the federal government.    While we await the Supreme Court decision, our states are in different phases of implementing or rejecting PPACA.   . None of our States  will Some of us have chosen not to implement this unpopular law as it is written today and there  should be no confusion that states are embracing this unpopular law.   States are taking different approaches to protecting citizens from undue federal intrusion into our markets.   Some of our States are developing their own state-based solutions while other States are working to maintain the solutions that are working in their States.  there should be no confusion that states are embracing the law. , others are cautiously planning and preparing without making binding commitments, and a few are working to implement health care reform in a way that is most appropriate for their state.  In every case, however, we are united in our deep concern about the federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) process and HHS’s lack of a coordinated, organized strategy in working with states. We have specific concerns about key facets of the law and fear chaos will result if it is implemented.   	Comment by mterp: All of the states are in 3 different buckets on where they are coming from.  Need more language/different language about where the states are coming from in how they are rejecting the PPACA. For instance, WI implementing an Exchange isn’t showing that they are embracing the PPACA.	Comment by mterp: States reject PPACA. Those states that are implementing are not embracing the act. Planning such that if the Act is sustained, we’ll do best to do something that is best for the state. 

With less than two years remaining for Health Insurance Exchanges (HIX) to be operational, HHS leadership has not provided the necessary guidance and critical information needed for states to make decisions around exchanges.   The federal government threatens to operate a federally facilitated exchange in our states and yet, HHS has neither released a model of the federal HIX nor addressed the underlying policies that will govern such an exchange.  With no federal model to review, states cannot effectively evaluate if ceding control of an exchange to the federal government is in their best interest.  States are expected to make progress towards exchange implementation; however, HHS has not provided the measurements and evaluation criteria that will assess state progress.   States have no final regulations to inform their implementation efforts and HHS proposed regulations depict an unacceptable model that is prescriptive, overly regulatory, and will drive up state costs.   T Whe federal government does not fund the exchanges past implementation and the first year of operations and yet, HHS proposes to further perpetuate the subservient relationship between states and the federal government employed in Medicaid.  The HHS should have no ongoing enforcement authority over state funded, state-based exchangese and we  find these proposed regulations deeply disturbing.   Additionally, proposed regulations on major and critical elements of PPACA such as the essential benefits, plan quality rules, and specifics around risk adjustment have yet to be released.   There is no information on how the hypothetical federal eligibility data hub will work and how its systems interfaces will function.  Finally, despite repeated requests from States, there is no timeline for when proposed regulations will be finalized and when lingering questions will be answered.  

The federal government does not fund the exchanges past implementation and the first year of operations and yet, HHS proposes to further perpetuate the subservient relationship between states and the federal government employed in Medicaid.  The HHS should have no ongoing enforcement authority over state funded, state-based exchanges.   Additionally, even proposed regulations on major elements of PPCA such as the essential benefits, plan quality rules, and specifics around risk adjustment have yet to be released.   There is no information on how the hypotheticl federal eligibility data hub will work and how its systems interfaces will function.  Finally, there is no timeline for when proposed regulations will be finalized and when lingering questions will be answered.  This distinct lack of direction results in our deep disquiet about the federal state of preparation and the confusion that may ensue in 2013.   

States that want to implement an exchange face a treacherous path forward with so many decisions in flux.   

Limited state staffing due to budget restraints, state procurement laws and timelines, the limited schedules of State Legislatures, and the required complex IT system development needs make implementation of an effective, efficient exchange by 2014, out of reach for most states.  Even if a state is successful in standing up an exchange, the necessary swift implementation puts the state at high risk for early systems failures.  Finally, but arguably most importantly, by operating an exchange states are also placed in the middle of wide public outcry when premiums  inevitably rise due to the key failures in the PPACA[endnoteRef:3].   [3:   ACA Impact on Premium Rates in the Individual and Small Group Markets.  Milliman Health Care Exchange Issue Brief: Indiana Exchange Policy Committee. http://in.gov/aca/files/ACAImpactonPremiumRates_v_June_2011.pdf
Higher Costs and the Affordable Care Act. The Case of the Premium Tax.  American Action Forum March, 2011.  http://americanactionforum.org/sites/default/files/Case%20of%20the%20Premium%20Tax.pdf ] 






With the Supreme Court decision pending, states should not be expected to rush consideration of a state-based HIX.   Under the current circumstances, the entire law may be voided.  States cannot prepare grant applications when HHS has failed to answer so many large issues are unanswered anandd states do not have the tools or information to determine what model best suits their needs.    For example, states that choose to allow the federal government to establish an exchange on their behalf may still need funding to prepare for a federal exchange.  However, with no information available on what those needs will be, states cannot adequately prepare a grant application. HHS has yet to provide a model of a federal HIX, final regulations, or cost models for the federal partnership options.  States need these items to strategically plan their exchanges and HHS needs to indicate the expected release dates for all essential exchange documentation. If the law is upheld, Congress and HHS should consider providing states with more time for implementation and should allow establishment funding to continue after 2015.  In the meantime, HHS should reconsider options and, as the funding timeline is not defined in the ACA, and should not impose a deadline of June 2012 on exchange grant funding.    Finally, Congress should move expeditiously  to allow States to implement waivers in 2014 and to assure that HHS evaluates waivers in a timely and fair manner  so that State innovation can continue and States can protect their citizens from undue federal intrusion. 



	Comment by mterp: Consider striking?)



Insurance Cost Will Increase:

The most glaring PPACA failure, is that it does nothing to address the underlying  issue of our health care crisis, cost, and in fact only perpetuates growing health care costs and our nation's debt.  Evidence is mounting that the cost of insurance will rise as a result of the PPACA.  While new insurance rating rules expand access to health insurance, they also have the consequence of increasing premium cost for many Americans.  The new insurance rating rules will increase premium cost in the following ways:

1. By adding required benefits.  The essential benefits will contribute to an increase in the basic cost of insurance and potentially force some Americans to buy coverage they do not need.   

2. Demographic and risk profile changes in the marketplace will also contribute to increased costs.  For example, if employers drop coverage, especially early retiree programs, older more costly individuals may enter the risk pools.   Increased premium costs  and the relatively weak penalty for not having health insurance will result in a high propensity for less healthy individuals to purchase insurance.     Additionally, little is known about the health status and risk profiles of the currently uninsured population; experience shows that uninsured populations have pent-up demands for health care services resulting in higher than expected initial costs[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Milliman Health Reform Briefing Paper.  Experience under the Healthy Indian Plan: The short-term cost challenges of expanding coverage to the uninsured. August, 2009.
Exchange.  ] 


3. High risk pools relieve some of the uncertainty about unknown risks in uninsured populations and put downward pressure on premium cost by removing the highest risks from the general risk pool.  Over the last three decades, 35 states have implemented high risk pools. These pools segment the highest cost individuals from the traditional marketplace.  While high risk pool enrollees typically account for between 2% and 8% of individually insured lives, the population represents approximately 15% to 30% of total claim expense within the individual market.  The ACA allows states to continue high risk pools but contains no supporting provisions or explanations of how high risk pools fit in the post 2014 environment. If, in the face of this inconsistency, states disband these pools in 2014, this population will join the commercial marketplace.  This result will drive up costs for all Americans.  

4. Additional upward pressure on premium costs comes from new provider and carrier assessments created to pay for the ACA tax credits and Medicaid expansion. These new costs will be included in premiums and passed on to consumers.  

5. The expansion of the Medicaid program will exacerbate provider cost-shifting as PPACA the ACA didhas not sufficiently address adequate reimbursement for Medicaid providers.  Costs for commercially insured populations may rise as a result. 

All of these factors put upward pressure on health care cost.  An exchange, either federal or state-based is not likely to impact the cost trajectory.   The PPACA ACA requires that pricing be the same both on and off the exchange and requires combined risk pools on and off exchanges.  Thus, an exchange cannot offer prices different than the general market and should not be billed to lower insurance premiums.  

Recommendations:

Collectively our states are not opposed to exchanges. The concept of exchanges arose out of conservative thought and potential exists in this concept to increase market competitiveness and thus lower cost.   Exchanges could be the foundation for a system that does not tie tax deductions for health insurance to employers and instead provides tax deductions for all Americans outside of employment.  We do not support the hijacked version of exchanges outlined in PPACA and the HHS regulations.  HHS offers states the option of operating an ‘active purchaser’ exchange that would ‘negotiate prices with carriers’; however, such a model is likely to backfire.  It will reduce the overall number of carriers and thus reduce competition.  These PPACA exchanges have strong potential to create a single payer system.   Exchanges as envisioned by HHS have a questionable future in our states.   

Instead, we offer a concept for a State based Ffree Mmarket Stimulators	Comment by Seema Verma: we need a new name, this is a place holder	Comment by Seema Verma: 

The concept of exchanges arose out of conservative thought  and collectively our states are not opposed to true market-based exchanges.   However, we do not support the hijacked version of exchanges outlined in PPACA and the HHS regulations.   The government should not compete with the private market and an exchange should not ‘negotiate prices with carriers.  Such a model is likely to backfire by reducing  the overall number of carriers and thus reduce competition.  These PPACA exchanges have strong potential to create a single payer system and have no place in our States.    

Similar to the government building roads and bridges to encourage commerce,  a market based Exchange could  increase market competitiveness and thus lower cost.   A market based Exchanges could be the foundation for a system that does not tie tax deductions for health insurance to employers an instead provides tax deductions for all Americans outside of employment.  ____. 

America must preserve a competitive marketplace to ensure choice, maximize quality and lower costs and to this end we introduce Free Market State based Stimulators.   

1. A free market Stimulator n exchange, state or federal, provides value to consumers.  It provides a venue to obtain streamlined cost and quality data, and as specified in the ACA, provides lower income individuals with subsidies to purchase health insurance; the increase in individuals purchasing insurance should promote competition and drive pricing among plans. 

2. A free market Stimulator Exchanges should serves as a conduit to the marketplace and provide cost and quality information.  Stimulators Exchangare es should be a channel for the free market to work appropriately but does not attempt control the market.  Stimulators do not They should not attempt to impose price controls or negotiate prices with health plans. Such an approach may limit the number of choices for consumers and thwart competition over the long term.  

3. Stimulators do not ate governments should not be forced to compcompete with the private market and should instead leverage the experience of the private market to improve quality for consumers.   Similar to the way states contract for Medicaid managed care services, states should have the flexibility to contract with the private market HIXs to carry out non-eligibility HIX functions.  Stimulators may also choose to Additionally, states should have the flexibility to ‘license’ private entities  HIX that meet state requirements to allow consumers to have a choice of exchangeFree Market Stimulators.   There are many vendors in the private market that are already performing exchange type functions.  HHS should also consider this operational model for a federal exchange.

4. ExchangeFree Market Stimulators should accommodate work to provide defined contribution plans for employers, that can encourage  health insurance portability.   Stimulators support  the modernization of the federal tax code to provide equity between individual and employer based coverage. and these contributions should be tax deductible.  

5. 

PPACA and the HHS proposed rules threaten this vision. 



1. Federal oversight of exchanges should be limited to quality standards and states should not have to seek permission for every change made to state-based exchanges.  Exchanges must be able rapidly to respond to market fluctuations; requirements to seek federal permission for changes through a lengthy approval process threaten exchange effectiveness. 



State based free market Stimulator should determine essential benefits and nNo state should be forced to comply with a one-size fits all federal approach to "essential benefits."  Federal essential benefits should be treated as guidelines for states to consider.  

2. In Secretary Sebelius’s letter to republican governors, she indicates that a state can add benefits to the list of essential benefits.  We do not consider that to be an acceptable approach, states should be able to add or subtract from the essential benefits, based on local values and concerns.  Congress and HHS should work together to address this issue. 



3. States  have vast experience through their insurance departments to assess the viability of carriers.  States should determine the types of carriers that can offer health plans through their exchangesFree Market Stimulators and should be allowed to develop their own criteria.  Any fFederal guidelines, including quality guidelines, should be optional for states.    

To sell insurance in a state-based or federally facilitated exchange, federal multi-state plans should be required to be certified by state departments of insurance.



4. State-based Free Market Stimulators  HIX should have the flexibility to determine the types of plans that are offered in their States. through their exchanges.   Stimulators ates should be allowed to provide consumers and subsidized individuals access to the full range of plan choices in both the individual and small group markets, including that will be provided off exchanges, including consumer directed health plans, without limits. ans that do not meet the metallic structure outlined in the ACA.  



5. If the law is upheld, Congress and HHS should consider providing states with more time for implementation and should allow establishment funding to continue after 2015.  In the meantime, HHS should reconsider options and, as the funding timeline is not defined in the ACA, and should not impose a deadline of June 2012 on exchange grant funding.   



6. Congress should move quickly, and HHS should be prepared to grant waivers, to remove restrictions from the ACA that thwart the offering of consumer directed health plans.  Specifically, similar to the individual market, there should not be limitations on the dollar value of deductibles in the small group market. Waivers are talked about, but truly not permitted until 2017. A truly market-based Exchange would be completely outside the concept of PPACA. 	Comment by mterp: Consider striking?)



7. State free market Stimulators  We recognize the importance of mitigating risk and  employ local strategies such as limited open enrollment periods  on a schedule that is appropriate for the State.to mitigate risk, but state-based exchanges should be allowed to determine the timing of their open enrollment periods.



8. Free market Stimulators  recognize that consumers may  require assistance in utilizing the Stimulator.  However, it  allows natural market forces to respond to this need without forcing taxpayer to support the cost of this assistance. States should be able to design their own programs to provide assistance to the uninsured and others that may access exchanges.  They should be allowed to leverage current volunteer programs, and integrate brokers as they see fit.   Without a long-term federal funding source, there should be no requirement of states to fund "navigator" programs.



9. State based market Stimulators define their core functions based on gaps in the private market and does not  duplicate private market functions.   Functions such as premium collection and premium aggregation are considered  on a local level. Premium collection is not specifically required in the ACA and HHS should not require premium collection functionality in the SHOP exchange.  HHS should not require state-based SHOP exchanges to collect premiums.  In many state markets, employers and insurers currently have effective premium payment and collection processes in place.  In these cases, requiring exchanges to collect premiums in the small group market duplicates functionality already present in the market and increases exchange operational costs and exchange liability, potentially at state expense.

10. Free market Stimulators do not  support unfunded federal mandates and will  not States should not be forced to administer a federal programs without financial support.  While Stimulators may assist consumers with determining the amount of federal subsidies, they will not administer Administration of federal tax credit programs,eligibility appeals related to tax credit eligibility or waivers of any federal mandates.  

11. States and their Free market Stimulators maintain control of their Medicaid eligibility should be optional for states and should not be linked to Medicaid eligibility.  States should be able to retain control of Medicaid eligibility without having to administer federal tax credits, appeals, or waivers for the individual mandates. . 

12. States should have the option of allowing their non-disabled Medicaid populations to opt out of traditional Medicaid coverage and utilize the exchange to select appropriate products.

13. Congress should move swiftly to allow states to implement waivers in 2014 and should provide HHS with defined timelines to consider waivers and respond to waiver requests.  

14. Congress should move quickly to create a level playing field for the individual market and employer sponsored insurance.  Contributions toward individual and family health insurance purchased through the exchange should be tax deductible for the purchaser.  

15. States need information on the federally facilitated exchange(s).  Despite requests from states over the past 18 months, we have limited understanding of how a federally facilitated exchange will operate.   To make strategic decisions around exchange implementation, we must clearly understand the underlying policies that will govern a federally facilitated exchange.  States that elect a federally facilitated exchange must have direct representation on any federal exchange governing Board.  States that are not operating an exchange need to understand the resources required to coordinate state agencies with a federal exchange. 

16. States need to prepare their eligibility systems and HHS must provide, without further delay, the specifications for the federal data hub.   Regardless of whether a state establishes an exchange, these systems must be upgraded to support eligibility based on Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI).    States must also understand any intention to charge states to access the federal hub, so that we can consider this in our planning and decision making.  If there is a cost to access the federal hub, then states should not be required to use it.   



17. States are not aware of any databases that include information on which employers offer health insurance.  Guidance is needed on how to determine if an employee has employer sponsored coverage available and on how a state is supposed to assess affordability and minimum value of employer sponsored insurance.  HHS must provide, without delay, processes describing how these functions will be accomplished.



The federal partnership options outlined at the CCIIO meeting departed from the options previously discussed with states; these options do not constitute partnerships.   Instead they put forth rigid requirements that offer little benefit.  For example, in the case of eligibility functions, states should have the choice of maintaining their Medicaid eligibility. 



HHS must provide more options for states through a menu of choices.   States also need assistance in understanding the costs involved for a partnership model and how state integration costs will be addressed before any commitments can be made.   



Exemptions from the federally created individual mandate should be performed and funded by the federal government and should not be required of state-based exchanges.   This is a federal mandate that should not be enforced by states.  

A federal exchange should not duplicate state functions.  States should remain responsible for insurance markets and should have control over which carriers offer plans in their state.

For a state that does risk adjustment and reinsurance no federal allpayer database is needed.  States should not be required to turn over data. 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RGPPC healthcare task force call
Attachments: rgaexchange NOV 1 Call.docx

When: Thursday, November 03, 2011 4:00 PM-4:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

 

Good Afternoon,

Per our staff-only meeting at the Healthcare summit, attached is a discussion document prepared by IN and several other states to
continue our debate of healthcare exchanges. This document has been edited since last week's draft. 

We will have a healthcare task force meeting on Thursday at 5 PM EDT to build off our staff-only discussion.  

Agenda

1. Roll call- Marie
2. Document discussion, Seema Verma Indiana 3. Next steps

Conference Line:1-800-
Passcode: 

38773
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Exchange Recommendations

Summary:

On behalf of the 29 Republican Governors, we agree that our nation's health care system is in need of significant reform.  However, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not the answer. This law will disrupt our markets, drive up the cost of health care for Americans, and will place our nation in further debt; we vehemently support its repeal.  

PPACA is an unwarranted, untested, and unwise concentration of power in the federal government.  It represents a poor choice for the American people and requires the states to accept federal control over the health insurance industry.  It is clear that despite assurances of state flexibility, the federal agencies charged with implementation have chosen contempt frontation rather than cooperation.

Individually and collectively, the states represented here reject in the strongest terms the political and practical blow to our nation’s form of federalism.  We have expressed these beliefs through our legal system and continue do so through our review of the federal rulemaking process.  We respect each state’s authority and responsibility to act in the best interest of their citizens to mitigate against federal intrusion by forming their own strategies.

One of the most controversial provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is the development of American Health Benefit Exchanges (HIX).  We reject the Obama Administration’s version of an exchange that HHS claims will “provide competitive marketplaces for individuals and small employers to directly compare available private health insurance options on the basis of price, quality, and other factors… (HIX) enhance competition in the health insurance market, improve choice of affordable health insurance., and give small businesses the same purchasing power as large businesses."[endnoteRef:1]  HHS Secretary Sebelius indicates “Exchanges offer Americans competition, choice, and clout…Insurance companies will compete for business on a transparent, level playing field, driving down costs; and Exchanges will give individuals and small businesses the same purchasing power as big businesses and a choice of plans to fit their needs.”[endnoteRef:2]  We strongly disagree.  These federal exchanges will disrupt markets, stifle competition, and therefore ultimately will result in higher costs for consumers. [1:  Department of Health and Human Services Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. 45 CFR 155 and 156.  July 11, 2011.]  [2:  HHS Press release July 11, 2011.  http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/07/20110711a.html ] 


Our States We oppose:

· Federal control over states

· Federal control over consumers

· Federal control over private companies

· Federal control over markets

We support:

· State initiated public-private sector partnerships to develop and adopt market-based tools that can assist in the offering and purchase of private health insurance policies.

Introduction:

The PPACA fails to address the core issue of the health care crisis; the growing cost of health care.   We  Many of our states support the lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of PPACA and we hhope that the Supreme Court will act swiftly in striking PPACA it down.. Meanwhile, states are forced to make a decision between two precarious options:(1) implement the PPACA and develop a state-based exchange or (2) yield  control of a large portion of their historically state regulated insurance market to the federal government.    While we await the Supreme Court decision, our states are in different phases of implementing or rejecting PPACA.   . None of our States  will Some of us have chosen not to implement this unpopular law as it is written today and there  should be no confusion that states are embracing this unpopular law.   States are taking different approaches to protecting citizens from undue federal intrusion into our markets.   Some of our States are developing their own state-based solutions while other States are working to maintain the solutions that are working in their States.  there should be no confusion that states are embracing the law. , others are cautiously planning and preparing without making binding commitments, and a few are working to implement health care reform in a way that is most appropriate for their state.  In every case, however, we are united in our deep concern about the federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) process and HHS’s lack of a coordinated, organized strategy in working with states. We have specific concerns about key facets of the law and fear chaos will result if it is implemented.   	Comment by mterp: All of the states are in 3 different buckets on where they are coming from.  Need more language/different language about where the states are coming from in how they are rejecting the PPACA. For instance, WI implementing an Exchange isn’t showing that they are embracing the PPACA.	Comment by mterp: States reject PPACA. Those states that are implementing are not embracing the act. Planning such that if the Act is sustained, we’ll do best to do something that is best for the state. 

With less than two years remaining for Health Insurance Exchanges (HIX) to be operational, HHS leadership has not provided the necessary guidance and critical information needed for states to make decisions around exchanges.   The federal government threatens to operate a federally facilitated exchange in our states and yet, HHS has neither released a model of the federal HIX nor addressed the underlying policies that will govern such an exchange.  With no federal model to review, states cannot effectively evaluate if ceding control of an exchange to the federal government is in their best interest.  States are expected to make progress towards exchange implementation; however, HHS has not provided the measurements and evaluation criteria that will assess state progress.   States have no final regulations to inform their implementation efforts and HHS proposed regulations depict an unacceptable model that is prescriptive, overly regulatory, and will drive up state costs.   T Whe federal government does not fund the exchanges past implementation and the first year of operations and yet, HHS proposes to further perpetuate the subservient relationship between states and the federal government employed in Medicaid.  The HHS should have no ongoing enforcement authority over state funded, state-based exchangese and we  find these proposed regulations deeply disturbing.   Additionally, proposed regulations on major and critical elements of PPACA such as the essential benefits, plan quality rules, and specifics around risk adjustment have yet to be released.   There is no information on how the hypothetical federal eligibility data hub will work and how its systems interfaces will function.  Finally, despite repeated requests from States, there is no timeline for when proposed regulations will be finalized and when lingering questions will be answered.  

The federal government does not fund the exchanges past implementation and the first year of operations and yet, HHS proposes to further perpetuate the subservient relationship between states and the federal government employed in Medicaid.  The HHS should have no ongoing enforcement authority over state funded, state-based exchanges.   Additionally, even proposed regulations on major elements of PPCA such as the essential benefits, plan quality rules, and specifics around risk adjustment have yet to be released.   There is no information on how the hypotheticl federal eligibility data hub will work and how its systems interfaces will function.  Finally, there is no timeline for when proposed regulations will be finalized and when lingering questions will be answered.  This distinct lack of direction results in our deep disquiet about the federal state of preparation and the confusion that may ensue in 2013.   

States that want to implement an exchange face a treacherous path forward with so many decisions in flux.   

Limited state staffing due to budget restraints, state procurement laws and timelines, the limited schedules of State Legislatures, and the required complex IT system development needs make implementation of an effective, efficient exchange by 2014, out of reach for most states.  Even if a state is successful in standing up an exchange, the necessary swift implementation puts the state at high risk for early systems failures.  Finally, but arguably most importantly, by operating an exchange states are also placed in the middle of wide public outcry when premiums  inevitably rise due to the key failures in the PPACA[endnoteRef:3].   [3:   ACA Impact on Premium Rates in the Individual and Small Group Markets.  Milliman Health Care Exchange Issue Brief: Indiana Exchange Policy Committee. http://in.gov/aca/files/ACAImpactonPremiumRates_v_June_2011.pdf
Higher Costs and the Affordable Care Act. The Case of the Premium Tax.  American Action Forum March, 2011.  http://americanactionforum.org/sites/default/files/Case%20of%20the%20Premium%20Tax.pdf ] 






With the Supreme Court decision pending, states should not be expected to rush consideration of a state-based HIX.   Under the current circumstances, the entire law may be voided.  States cannot prepare grant applications when HHS has failed to answer so many large issues are unanswered anandd states do not have the tools or information to determine what model best suits their needs.    For example, states that choose to allow the federal government to establish an exchange on their behalf may still need funding to prepare for a federal exchange.  However, with no information available on what those needs will be, states cannot adequately prepare a grant application. HHS has yet to provide a model of a federal HIX, final regulations, or cost models for the federal partnership options.  States need these items to strategically plan their exchanges and HHS needs to indicate the expected release dates for all essential exchange documentation. If the law is upheld, Congress and HHS should consider providing states with more time for implementation and should allow establishment funding to continue after 2015.  In the meantime, HHS should reconsider options and, as the funding timeline is not defined in the ACA, and should not impose a deadline of June 2012 on exchange grant funding.    Finally, Congress should move expeditiously  to allow States to implement waivers in 2014 and to assure that HHS evaluates waivers in a timely and fair manner  so that State innovation can continue and States can protect their citizens from undue federal intrusion. 



	Comment by mterp: Consider striking?)



Insurance Cost Will Increase:

The most glaring PPACA failure, is that it does nothing to address the underlying  issue of our health care crisis, cost, and in fact only perpetuates growing health care costs and our nation's debt.  Evidence is mounting that the cost of insurance will rise as a result of the PPACA.  While new insurance rating rules expand access to health insurance, they also have the consequence of increasing premium cost for many Americans.  The new insurance rating rules will increase premium cost in the following ways:

1. By adding required benefits.  The essential benefits will contribute to an increase in the basic cost of insurance and potentially force some Americans to buy coverage they do not need.   

2. Demographic and risk profile changes in the marketplace will also contribute to increased costs.  For example, if employers drop coverage, especially early retiree programs, older more costly individuals may enter the risk pools.   Increased premium costs  and the relatively weak penalty for not having health insurance will result in a high propensity for less healthy individuals to purchase insurance.     Additionally, little is known about the health status and risk profiles of the currently uninsured population; experience shows that uninsured populations have pent-up demands for health care services resulting in higher than expected initial costs[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Milliman Health Reform Briefing Paper.  Experience under the Healthy Indian Plan: The short-term cost challenges of expanding coverage to the uninsured. August, 2009.
Exchange.  ] 


3. High risk pools relieve some of the uncertainty about unknown risks in uninsured populations and put downward pressure on premium cost by removing the highest risks from the general risk pool.  Over the last three decades, 35 states have implemented high risk pools. These pools segment the highest cost individuals from the traditional marketplace.  While high risk pool enrollees typically account for between 2% and 8% of individually insured lives, the population represents approximately 15% to 30% of total claim expense within the individual market.  The ACA allows states to continue high risk pools but contains no supporting provisions or explanations of how high risk pools fit in the post 2014 environment. If, in the face of this inconsistency, states disband these pools in 2014, this population will join the commercial marketplace.  This result will drive up costs for all Americans.  

4. Additional upward pressure on premium costs comes from new provider and carrier assessments created to pay for the ACA tax credits and Medicaid expansion. These new costs will be included in premiums and passed on to consumers.  

5. The expansion of the Medicaid program will exacerbate provider cost-shifting as PPACA the ACA didhas not sufficiently address adequate reimbursement for Medicaid providers.  Costs for commercially insured populations may rise as a result. 

All of these factors put upward pressure on health care cost.  An exchange, either federal or state-based is not likely to impact the cost trajectory.   The PPACA ACA requires that pricing be the same both on and off the exchange and requires combined risk pools on and off exchanges.  Thus, an exchange cannot offer prices different than the general market and should not be billed to lower insurance premiums.  

Recommendations:

Collectively our states are not opposed to exchanges. The concept of exchanges arose out of conservative thought and potential exists in this concept to increase market competitiveness and thus lower cost.   Exchanges could be the foundation for a system that does not tie tax deductions for health insurance to employers and instead provides tax deductions for all Americans outside of employment.  We do not support the hijacked version of exchanges outlined in PPACA and the HHS regulations.  HHS offers states the option of operating an ‘active purchaser’ exchange that would ‘negotiate prices with carriers’; however, such a model is likely to backfire.  It will reduce the overall number of carriers and thus reduce competition.  These PPACA exchanges have strong potential to create a single payer system.   Exchanges as envisioned by HHS have a questionable future in our states.   

Instead, we offer a concept for a State based Ffree Mmarket Stimulators	Comment by Seema Verma: we need a new name, this is a place holder	Comment by Seema Verma: 

The concept of exchanges arose out of conservative thought  and collectively our states are not opposed to true market-based exchanges.   However, we do not support the hijacked version of exchanges outlined in PPACA and the HHS regulations.   The government should not compete with the private market and an exchange should not ‘negotiate prices with carriers.  Such a model is likely to backfire by reducing  the overall number of carriers and thus reduce competition.  These PPACA exchanges have strong potential to create a single payer system and have no place in our States.    

Similar to the government building roads and bridges to encourage commerce,  a market based Exchange could  increase market competitiveness and thus lower cost.   A market based Exchanges could be the foundation for a system that does not tie tax deductions for health insurance to employers an instead provides tax deductions for all Americans outside of employment.  ____. 

America must preserve a competitive marketplace to ensure choice, maximize quality and lower costs and to this end we introduce Free Market State based Stimulators.   

1. A free market Stimulator n exchange, state or federal, provides value to consumers.  It provides a venue to obtain streamlined cost and quality data, and as specified in the ACA, provides lower income individuals with subsidies to purchase health insurance; the increase in individuals purchasing insurance should promote competition and drive pricing among plans. 

2. A free market Stimulator Exchanges should serves as a conduit to the marketplace and provide cost and quality information.  Stimulators Exchangare es should be a channel for the free market to work appropriately but does not attempt control the market.  Stimulators do not They should not attempt to impose price controls or negotiate prices with health plans. Such an approach may limit the number of choices for consumers and thwart competition over the long term.  

3. Stimulators do not ate governments should not be forced to compcompete with the private market and should instead leverage the experience of the private market to improve quality for consumers.   Similar to the way states contract for Medicaid managed care services, states should have the flexibility to contract with the private market HIXs to carry out non-eligibility HIX functions.  Stimulators may also choose to Additionally, states should have the flexibility to ‘license’ private entities  HIX that meet state requirements to allow consumers to have a choice of exchangeFree Market Stimulators.   There are many vendors in the private market that are already performing exchange type functions.  HHS should also consider this operational model for a federal exchange.

4. ExchangeFree Market Stimulators should accommodate work to provide defined contribution plans for employers, that can encourage  health insurance portability.   Stimulators support  the modernization of the federal tax code to provide equity between individual and employer based coverage. and these contributions should be tax deductible.  

5. 

PPACA and the HHS proposed rules threaten this vision. 



1. Federal oversight of exchanges should be limited to quality standards and states should not have to seek permission for every change made to state-based exchanges.  Exchanges must be able rapidly to respond to market fluctuations; requirements to seek federal permission for changes through a lengthy approval process threaten exchange effectiveness. 



State based free market Stimulator should determine essential benefits and nNo state should be forced to comply with a one-size fits all federal approach to "essential benefits."  Federal essential benefits should be treated as guidelines for states to consider.  

2. In Secretary Sebelius’s letter to republican governors, she indicates that a state can add benefits to the list of essential benefits.  We do not consider that to be an acceptable approach, states should be able to add or subtract from the essential benefits, based on local values and concerns.  Congress and HHS should work together to address this issue. 



3. States  have vast experience through their insurance departments to assess the viability of carriers.  States should determine the types of carriers that can offer health plans through their exchangesFree Market Stimulators and should be allowed to develop their own criteria.  Any fFederal guidelines, including quality guidelines, should be optional for states.    

To sell insurance in a state-based or federally facilitated exchange, federal multi-state plans should be required to be certified by state departments of insurance.



4. State-based Free Market Stimulators  HIX should have the flexibility to determine the types of plans that are offered in their States. through their exchanges.   Stimulators ates should be allowed to provide consumers and subsidized individuals access to the full range of plan choices in both the individual and small group markets, including that will be provided off exchanges, including consumer directed health plans, without limits. ans that do not meet the metallic structure outlined in the ACA.  



5. If the law is upheld, Congress and HHS should consider providing states with more time for implementation and should allow establishment funding to continue after 2015.  In the meantime, HHS should reconsider options and, as the funding timeline is not defined in the ACA, and should not impose a deadline of June 2012 on exchange grant funding.   



6. Congress should move quickly, and HHS should be prepared to grant waivers, to remove restrictions from the ACA that thwart the offering of consumer directed health plans.  Specifically, similar to the individual market, there should not be limitations on the dollar value of deductibles in the small group market. Waivers are talked about, but truly not permitted until 2017. A truly market-based Exchange would be completely outside the concept of PPACA. 	Comment by mterp: Consider striking?)



7. State free market Stimulators  We recognize the importance of mitigating risk and  employ local strategies such as limited open enrollment periods  on a schedule that is appropriate for the State.to mitigate risk, but state-based exchanges should be allowed to determine the timing of their open enrollment periods.



8. Free market Stimulators  recognize that consumers may  require assistance in utilizing the Stimulator.  However, it  allows natural market forces to respond to this need without forcing taxpayer to support the cost of this assistance. States should be able to design their own programs to provide assistance to the uninsured and others that may access exchanges.  They should be allowed to leverage current volunteer programs, and integrate brokers as they see fit.   Without a long-term federal funding source, there should be no requirement of states to fund "navigator" programs.



9. State based market Stimulators define their core functions based on gaps in the private market and does not  duplicate private market functions.   Functions such as premium collection and premium aggregation are considered  on a local level. Premium collection is not specifically required in the ACA and HHS should not require premium collection functionality in the SHOP exchange.  HHS should not require state-based SHOP exchanges to collect premiums.  In many state markets, employers and insurers currently have effective premium payment and collection processes in place.  In these cases, requiring exchanges to collect premiums in the small group market duplicates functionality already present in the market and increases exchange operational costs and exchange liability, potentially at state expense.

10. Free market Stimulators do not  support unfunded federal mandates and will  not States should not be forced to administer a federal programs without financial support.  While Stimulators may assist consumers with determining the amount of federal subsidies, they will not administer Administration of federal tax credit programs,eligibility appeals related to tax credit eligibility or waivers of any federal mandates.  

11. States and their Free market Stimulators maintain control of their Medicaid eligibility should be optional for states and should not be linked to Medicaid eligibility.  States should be able to retain control of Medicaid eligibility without having to administer federal tax credits, appeals, or waivers for the individual mandates. . 

12. States should have the option of allowing their non-disabled Medicaid populations to opt out of traditional Medicaid coverage and utilize the exchange to select appropriate products.

13. Congress should move swiftly to allow states to implement waivers in 2014 and should provide HHS with defined timelines to consider waivers and respond to waiver requests.  

14. Congress should move quickly to create a level playing field for the individual market and employer sponsored insurance.  Contributions toward individual and family health insurance purchased through the exchange should be tax deductible for the purchaser.  

15. States need information on the federally facilitated exchange(s).  Despite requests from states over the past 18 months, we have limited understanding of how a federally facilitated exchange will operate.   To make strategic decisions around exchange implementation, we must clearly understand the underlying policies that will govern a federally facilitated exchange.  States that elect a federally facilitated exchange must have direct representation on any federal exchange governing Board.  States that are not operating an exchange need to understand the resources required to coordinate state agencies with a federal exchange. 

16. States need to prepare their eligibility systems and HHS must provide, without further delay, the specifications for the federal data hub.   Regardless of whether a state establishes an exchange, these systems must be upgraded to support eligibility based on Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI).    States must also understand any intention to charge states to access the federal hub, so that we can consider this in our planning and decision making.  If there is a cost to access the federal hub, then states should not be required to use it.   



17. States are not aware of any databases that include information on which employers offer health insurance.  Guidance is needed on how to determine if an employee has employer sponsored coverage available and on how a state is supposed to assess affordability and minimum value of employer sponsored insurance.  HHS must provide, without delay, processes describing how these functions will be accomplished.



The federal partnership options outlined at the CCIIO meeting departed from the options previously discussed with states; these options do not constitute partnerships.   Instead they put forth rigid requirements that offer little benefit.  For example, in the case of eligibility functions, states should have the choice of maintaining their Medicaid eligibility. 



HHS must provide more options for states through a menu of choices.   States also need assistance in understanding the costs involved for a partnership model and how state integration costs will be addressed before any commitments can be made.   



Exemptions from the federally created individual mandate should be performed and funded by the federal government and should not be required of state-based exchanges.   This is a federal mandate that should not be enforced by states.  

A federal exchange should not duplicate state functions.  States should remain responsible for insurance markets and should have control over which carriers offer plans in their state.

For a state that does risk adjustment and reinsurance no federal allpayer database is needed.  States should not be required to turn over data. 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RGPPC Healthcare Task Force Conference Call

Conference line:

1-800-
Access code:

Agenda:

1. Roll Call

2.  CLASS ACT

3.  Exchange Commenting

4. Supercommittee- policies in which we should engage

5.  Other business

ICYMI below. Nice work, Ohio, on PPACA costs to your state.  If other states have done such activities, please share with the group. 
We'll keep on file and amplify at RGPPC.

Ohio Examiner:
http://www.examiner.com/trumbull-county-conservative-in-youngstown/lt-governor-mary-taylor-announces-report-outlining-impacts-
of-obamacare-ohio

Lt. Gov. Taylor is also the director of the Ohio's insurance department.  Her press release is linked here and included in full below:

http://www.insurance.ohio.gov/Newsroom/Pages/09202011MillimanReport.aspx

Full report:
http://www.ohioexchange.ohio.gov/Documents/MillimanReport.pdf

38774
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RGPPC policy call

When: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 9:30 AM-10:30 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: 1-800-

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

REMINDER:  

>>> "Marie Sanderson"  04/21/11 10:45 AM >>>
We will host our RGPPC policy call on TUESDAY of next week. Some of you have Friday/Monday as a holiday.  

Updates:

We are still working with the group of states who are providing a baseline healthcare draft for consideration per our conversation on
Monday. No call has been set at this time but you will receive notice when we move that draft forward. 

Exchanges:  Please come prepared to share with the group on Tuesday how your state is handling exchanges. We've received calls at
RGPPC to update what states are doing- how they are handling exchanges. We'd like to be able to provide you with materials regarding
what our colleagues and their bosses are considering.

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Best,
Marie

Call in number for Tuesday's call:

1-800-
Access code:  

 Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (MS)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (MS) and Brandy/Travis (TX)
 
3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update: Brandi White (Leader McConnell) 

5. NGA Healthcare Update: Lauren (NE)

6. Healthcare exchanges- what are states doing?

7.  Other business?
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Accountability, Integrity and Innovation:   A New Medicaid  
Options Available for States 

Guiding Principles 
 
1. States and territories are best able to make decisions about the design of their 

healthcare systems based on their respective needs, culture and values of each state. 
 
2. States and territories should also have the opportunity to innovate by using flexible, 

accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and that hold states 
accountable for efficiency and quality healthcare.  Such mechanisms may include a block 
grant, a capped allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent 
financing approaches. 

 
3. Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based and patient-centered programs that 

work in concert to improve the health of our states’ citizens and drive value over 
volume, quality over quantity, at the same time containing costs.   

 
4. States and territories must be able to streamline and simplify the eligibility process to 

ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce reasonable 
cost sharing for those able to pay. 
 

5. States and territories can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their 
healthcarecoverage plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to 
leverage theexisting insurance marketplace through innovative support mechanisms 
 

6. Territories must be ensured full integration into the federal healthcare system so they 
can provide healthcare coverage to those in need with the flexibility afforded to the 
states. 
 

7. States must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service delivery in order 
toprovide long-term services and support that keep pacewith the people Medicaid 
serves. New federal requirements threatento stifle state innovation and investment.  In 
addition, since dual eligiblesnow constitute 39 percent of Medicaid spending, Medicare 
policies that shift costs to the states must be reversed and the innovative power of 
states should be rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to 
target and deliver services, which are cost effective for both state and federal taxpayers. 

 
 

 
 
 
Background 

Comment [CAHS1]: Darin Gordon (TN) 6/20/11 

Formatted: Left:  1", Right:  1"
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Medicaid was designed as an afterthought as a companion to Medicare in 1965.  In the years of 
debate prior to enactment of the two entitlement programs, Congress focused most of the 
debate on Medicare.  Access to health care for the indigent was, at the time, a state and local 
issue with very limited federal assistance.  Medicaid exclusively served a population wholly 
dependent on the welfare system as it existed at that time.  As Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act, Medicaid remains a grant to the states.  Medicaid programmatically is considered medical 
assistance rather than health insurance.   
 
Today, we have a Medicaid program that is cumbersome, complicated and unaffordable for 
nearly every state.  In addition, the partnership between states and the federal government is a 
misnomer, with the federal government dictating and micromanaging rules and regulations 
that in many cases impede the state’s ability to be innovative and creative to most efficiently 
and effectively improve the health of its citizens. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act and the Health Care & Education Reconciliation Act, together known as the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA), just expand a system that is undeniably broken.  Therefore, the Medicaid program 
must be truly transformed, not just reformed around the edges. 
 
Despite the passage of 45 years, much of Medicaid still operates on welfare era rules even 
though the majority of the Medicaid population has at least one family member in the 
workforce.  In addition, Medicaid was created for the vulnerable populations – the very poor, 
aged, blind, disabled, pregnant women and children.  Currently, and with the intended 
expansions under ACA, the program covers even more non-disabled individuals at higher 
income levels.  The transformation of Medicaid must change the expectations and design of the 
program must change to reflect this new reality. 
 
Personal responsibility and consumer choice for Medicaid recipients must be more than a catch 
phrase.  Medicaid recipients, like the rest of our citizens, should be given both the freedom to 
choose their health plans and the responsibility to contribute to their health care costs at the 
level that is appropriate.  Under current law, cost-sharing is not enforceable at point of sale if 
individual is below 100% FPL.  However, theliability for the provider still exists through a 
reduction in reimbursement.  Medicaid innovation should include vouchers and HSA-like 
accounts where the cost sharing would be paid (and matched with federal funds) and the state 
would hold the liability and be able to collect from the individual through appropriate means. 
 
The “mandatory” and “optional” benefit structure of Medicaid has been obsolete for decades.  
As medical costs generally have shifted from the treatment of infectious diseases in hospital 
settings to more chronic diseases treated in outpatient settings, the mandatory and optional 
benefit categories are not relevant to today's diseases and medical advances. Startingwith the 
increased importance of prescription drugs in medical care and continuing through the 
emergence of home and community based services, these categories must be re-examined.  
Under regular Medicaid rules, an individual is entitled to a nursing home bed but services to 
help an individual stay at home are optional.  When spending on optional populations and 
optional services are examined, the majority of Medicaid spending is technically “optional,” 
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added at state discretion.  After 30 years of experience, states must continue to rely upon 
“waivers” to provide many home and community based services for long term care. 
 
The emergence of managed care has had a significant impact on service delivery in all markets.  
But the Federal government continues to present numerous barriers to its use within the 
Medicaid program by requiring a state to go through the cumbersome, subjective waiver 
process.  Unless a state is granted a waiver there are, placing restrictions on who can be 
mandated to participate in managed care and greater control over provider networks.  These 
restrictions limit the effectiveness of managed care principles and shortchange Medicaid 
recipients. Restrictions such as statewideness, freedom of choice, limits on cost-sharing, 
requirements to cover out of network providers/services, retroactivity, requirements for choice 
of plans, among others limit the ability of managed care plans within the Medicaid program. 
 
Litigation poses yet another threat to state authority. Historically, reimbursement has been 
nearly exclusively a state issue as long as the state was complying with federal rules and 
regulations.   Recently, California was sued by a variety of providers opposed to reductions in 
payments, necessitated by the State's fiscal crisis. The states asked the Obama Administration 
to side with them.  Instead,tThe Administration, after a long delay,refused to adoptfinally 
issued a brief stating that providers/consumers do not have a right to sue under access 
regulations and stating the position that the federal government is the only entity with a “right” 
to approve or disapprove rates due to access issues. the states’ position and has 
subsequentlyCMS alsoannounced it will writeissued an entirely new set of rules regulating 
payments as it relates to access. These new rules could should be process based or outcomes 
based, but instead are highly processed based and regardless, are not widely anticipated to be 
state friendly. This could undermine the State's authority in one of the few areas they can 
actually control costs. Increasing reimbursement rates do not necessarily mean an equal 
increase in access.All issues impacting access should be (1) studied prior to imposing a “one-
size-fits-all” methodology for reimbursement and (2) access policy and payment policy 
discussions should be separate and distinct. 
 
Finally, the financing of Medicaid has become complicated and has enriched consultants who 
assist states with ways to maintain and enhance their federal financial participation.  In 
addition, the program has various federal matching rates based on program areas 
(administration, benefits, SCHIP, information technology, for examples) and a Federal Medical 
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) methodology that is both outdated and not responsive to a 
state’s true financial need.  It is impossible for anyone, much less the average taxpayer, to 
understand the scope of funding for Medicaid.  Medicaid financing should be fully transparent 
and consistent with the goals of providing assistance to states with a significant percentage of 
their population at or below the poverty level. 
 
Moving Forward 
 
When House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan introduced the “Path to Prosperity” budget for 
2012 he began a much needed discussion about Medicaid and the fact that change mustgo 
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beyond just reforming Medicaid.  In fact, Medicaid must be fundamentally changed to utilize 
the health care market place, focus on outcomes and ignite the power of state-based 
innovation. 
 
The first requirement for a successful Medicaid transformation is that the ACA should be 
repealed and replaced with market-based, common sense reforms to our health care system.  
True healthcare reform should come from both inside and outside Medicaid. Regardless of the 
outcome of the ACA debate, Medicaid must be transformed – not just reformed around the 
edges or managed through the cumbersome and untimely waiver process. 
 
If ACA is upheld by the Supreme Court it will be essential to have a Medicaid program that taps 
into the innovation that states have been known for throughout the history of the Medicaid 
program.  We still believe that ACA should be replaced with a more reasonable, private market 
approach to providing insurance coverage; however, we recognize that the transformation of 
the Medicaid program will take time, it is imperative that the system be modified to assist 
states with their current program. Also, tTo prepare for the addition of between 16 million and 
20 million new Medicaid recipients as a result of a historic expansion in ACA, and more 
importantly to have a Medicaid program that is both responsive to states’ needs and provides a 
true value to taxpayers, states must have the authority and power to create and manage the 
Medicaid program within their boundaries that is consistent with their State's needs and values.  
Each state Medicaid program should be accountable for measured improvement in health 
status based on quality and outcome metrics, rather than meager compliance with bureaucratic 
processes that, in too many cases, have no impact on improving the lives of Americans, or 
promoting efficiency and prudent utilization of taxpayers’ dollars.    As stated earlier, history 
has shown that innovations have occurred, not in federal agencies, but in states, which 
constantly balance the bona fide needs of their residents and local governments with the 
demands of an out-dated, slow-moving federal establishment.    Whether it is payment reform 
or health care system reform, states have led the way in accountability, integrity and 
innovation.    
 
This report is the result of discussions among a variety of states.   While the recommendations 
focus on Medicaid and how Medicaid can be improved, it is important to note that Medicaid is 
only one segment of the entire healthcare system.  Due to ACA, it will become the largest payer 
in some states. Allowing states to utilize the private insurance marketplace and introducing true 
consumer choice and responsibility for their health care decisions will become necessary to 
ensure the successful future of Medicaid.  In addition, reforming the federal tax code would 
ideally be used to take pressures off Medicaid by expanding private insurance.  However, this 
paper will be confined to reforms within Medicaid. Future reports will discuss the intersection 
of Medicaid and the private insurance market and, if ACA is not repealed the intersection of 
Medicaid and the American Health Benefit Exchanges. 
 
Transform Medicaid, Empower States, Improve Care 
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Fully transparent funding for Medicaid should be the first priority for Medicaid transformation.  
Providing an established pool of financing to states through a block grant program as one 
methodology, will enable states to unleash the power of innovation to better provide care to 
the most vulnerable of their populations.  Transparent financing methods may include a block 
grant or other accountable and transparent financing approaches. 
 
A block grant, or other financing mechanism, should include adjustments for the number of 
individuals below the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), increases in eligibles and an inflation 
adjustment.  Beyond those and any other appropriate adjustments, states will be held 
accountable for improving the health status of their state’s population, improving and 
quantifying quality of care and financial reporting.  How a state chooses to accomplish these 
goals should be determined by the individual states with accountability for quality and 
financial accountability.   
 
In order to provide examples of how states might respond to the freedom to design their 
Medicaid program for their citizens we have listed conceptsillustrating how states might 
implement this funding transparency with options states could utilize to create a program that 
is not only effective and efficient but is also patient centered and quality focused. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Our nation is at a crossroads.  We have the ability to transform our health care system to make 
it more responsive to the needs of our citizens by being more efficient and effective.  This 
cannot be done by taking the entire system and making it a federally-controlled, federal 
entitlement program.  We must build on the strength of our private insurance market; 
encourage value-based purchasing and personal responsibility while continuing to protect our 
most vulnerable populations.    
 
Respectfully, 
 
Commissioner David Cook, Georgia Department of Community Health 
 
Director Pat Casanova, Indiana Medicaid Agency 
 
Secretary Bruce Greenstein, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
 
Secretary Anthony Keck, South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Commissioner Billy Millwee, Associate Commissioner, Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission 
 
Secretary Bill Hazel, Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources 
 
Secretary Dennis Smith, Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
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Please direct questions to any member of the NOLA team or to: 
 
Carol Steckel  
Carol.Steckel@la.gov 
225/342-5275 
225/  (Cell) 
 
RGPPC Questions may be directed to: 
 
Marie Sanderson      Lindsay Russell 

      
(601)       (202) 662-4149 
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Concept #1 
 
Provide accountability on improving costs, quality and access within the Medicaid program.  
Health care, like politics, is local and State Medicaid programs are held far more accountable by 
the public in so many different ways than current regulations and rules issued by CMS.  For 
example, Medicaid Directors and staff are required to talk to families to explain a death or 
injury in one of our facilities, why grandma has to be moved from a nursing home that has to be 
closed, they have to report to state legislatures and other political leaders among other very 
difficult health care decisions.   New accountability rules must replace the myriad of current 
reporting requirements that focus on processes rather than outcomes. 
 
Options Available 
 
• Each state will create a specific dashboard to measure accountability utilizing recognized 

measures of quality, cost, access, and customer satisfaction that reflects the state's 
priorities and permits an assessment of program performance over time. 

• Where possible, states will utilize the expertise in state, local and national organizations 
that have developed appropriate measures. 

• Each state should have the option to negotiate a broad outcome based Program Operating 
Agreement (POA) with CMS.  The only approval or notification that will be required is when 
a state elects to update or change an agreed upon POA.  States will report on theoutcome 
measures established within the POA on a quarterly basis.  CMS oversight should only be 
triggered when there is a significant deviation in the reported versus projected measure.  
The number of measures should be limited to ten for each of the three dimensions of 
healthcare:  cost, quality and access. 

 
 
Concept #2 
 
States will utilize the flexibility to determine eligibility categories and income levels. 
 
Options Available 
 
• Establish eligibility categories and poverty levels that reflect the demographics and 

needs of the state and encourage the purchase of private health insurance. 
• Repeal outdated eligibility groups. 
• Repeal Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements established by the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA). 
• Establish reasonable asset tests including what is counted in the asset test. 
• Amend ACA definitions of income to count child support payments (current law in 

Medicaid). 
• Amend ACA to eliminate marriage penalty. 
• Privatize the eligibility determination system. 
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• Require the Federal government to take full responsibility for the uncompensated care 
costs of treating illegal aliens. 

 
 
Concept #3 
 
States will design benefit packages that best meet the demographic, public health, and cultural 
needs of each state or regions within a state. 
 
Options Available 
 
• Put all non-disabled populations into Section 1937 benchmark plan. 
• Amend 1937 to include cost-sharing provisions to enable to incorporate all benefit and 

cost sharing rules together and allow States the authority to enforce cost-sharing. 
• Adopt additional benchmark plans without need for Secretarial approval; should include 

benchmark plan used by any state; benchmark equivalent to Medicare; benchmark 
pegged to available in private insurance market. 

• Amend 1937 to include cost-sharing provisions to enable to incorporate all benefit and 
cost sharing rules together and allow States the authority to enforce cost-sharing. 

• Eliminate benefit mandates that exceed the private insurance market benchmark or 
benchmark equivalent such as EPSDT. 

• Purchase catastrophic coverage combined with HSA-like account for direct purchase of 
health care and payment of cost-sharing for individuals with income below 100% FPL. 

• Lower threshold for premium payments to 100% FPL. 
• Provide choice in benefits to Medicaid clients; e.g., a basic benefit package that meets 

the needs of most Medicaid clients and a comprehensive catastrophic program that 
provides additional benefits.  

• Provide choice in benefits to Medicaid clients; e.g., a basic benefit package that meets 
the needs of most Medicaid clients and a comprehensive catastrophic program that 
provides additional benefits.  

•  
 
Concept #4 
 
Flexibility in the establishment of reimbursement rates and service delivery options. 
 
Options Available 
 
• Eliminate the onerous federal review process for payments and reimbursement rates.  

The relationship between the federal and state government should be based on the 
principles of value based purchasing rather than rigorous, complex, and lengthy 
processes. At a state’s option, replace the federal state plan amendment and waiver 
process with negotiated, and limited, outcome measures in key areas. 

• Require all members in a family to use premium assistance. 
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• Repeal federal regulations/restrictions on managed care and give states full authority to 
set managed care requirements. 

• Develop programs (without regard to state wideness, comparability, or freedom of 
choice) on proper utilization of services and compliance with treatment. 

• Provide choice in benefits to Medicaid clients; e.g., a basic benefit package that meets 
the needs of most Medicaid clients and a comprehensive catastrophic program that 
provides additional benefits.  

• With a basic program, there may be more private insurers willing to offer choice of plans 
to Medicaid clients in the private market. 

• Ability to reward individuals for participating in health promotion or disease prevention 
activities without having to go through a third party contractor.   

• Ability to provide services which may be more cost-effective but are not now covered; 
e.g., build ramps for home access to allow a client to stay in her home;pay for provider 
extenders (for example promotoras)or mid-level practitioners as the state deems 
appropriate to increase access to health care services. 

• Ability to provide “value added” or additional services for individuals choosing a low-
cost plan or managed care plan.  ; fFor example, additional services and benefits offered 
by managed care companies for successful completion of healthy baby programs or e.g., 
an adult dental benefit for plans choosing a particular managed care company.   

• Ability to pay for care coordination services, and ongoing skilled nursing services in a 
community setting. 

• Flexibility to pay based on providers meeting quality criteria rather than the current Fee 
for Service approach to payment when implemented in some regions or areas; but not 
statewide. 

• Ability to require that some portion of DSH funding be used for particular purposes, for 
example, coordinating with local health stakeholders to support a local public health 
plan. 

• Ability to implement bundling projects such as those successful in Medicare (a provider 
is paid an amount for a discrete event, such as hip replacement; and that provider pays 
other providers for all necessary care for the event, with providers sharing in savings). 

• Ability to use alternative delivery systems such as Accountable Care Organizations, or 
similar shared risk coordinated care systems in the Medicaid program should the state 
determine this was a valuable approach. 

• Easier access to private insurance for Medicaid clients who would prefer to access the 
commercial market in lieu of Medicaid. 

• Ability to use only one managed care organization if client volume in an area insufficient 
to support two. CMS now requires at least two managed care organizations in each 
area. 

 
Concept #5 
 
Finance the Medicaid program in a more efficient and effective manner. 
 
Options Available 
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• Provide option for states to restructure program and financing under a block grant. 
• Establish a five year implementation plan for block grants where the inflation factor 

phases in from medical inflation to CPI-U in order to allow a state to reform its Medicaid 
system to achieve quality and savings goals. 

• Low-DSH states that accept a block grant would receive a DSH adjustment. 
• Provide opportunities for its Medicaid population to use vouchers in order to purchase 

their own insurance on the private market, or if ACA survives, through the AHBE. 
• Explore new methods for financing the new PPACA expansion population (i.e., 

mandatory coverage of all individuals below 138% FPL) that do not require the 
operation and maintenance of the old legacy eligibility systems in most states.  A 
potential substitute would be a flat federal blended subsidy for everyone (current and 
expansion populations) below 138% FPL as a base grant to be used to purchase private 
insurance.  If a state chooses to provide benefits beyond the baseline, for individuals 
between 0 and 138% FPL, the federal government and the states would provide a 
supplemental grant matched at 50/50.  This supplemental grant would be used to 
purchase additional insurance coverage or used to purchase health care directly or 
cover cost-sharing.  Additional dollars would be added to the supplemental amount for 
pregnant women and infants.   

• Ability to use current state or local funding now spent for certain health services  as 
state match, called “costs not otherwise matchable” to pay for Medicaid services, or 
health system improvements (such as Health Information Exchanges, increased benefits 
for some individuals, improved care management and local care coordination, and pilots 
to test Texas state’sinnovations). 

• Require the federal government to reimburse the state for care provided to illegal 
immigrants. 

• Engage in gain-sharing arrangements for dual eligible members for which the state can 
demonstrate the Medicare program reduced costs as a result of an action by a state 
Medicaid program.  

 
Concept #6 
 
Redesign Medicaid into Part A (preventive, acute care, chronic care, and palliative care services) 
and Part B (long term services and supports (LTSS).  This will enable a state to better manage 
the diversity in the eligible populations of these two service groups. 
 
Options Available 
 
• Maintain current disability and age-related eligibility groups except 1902(r)(2). 
• Eligibility for Part B would be based on income and functional screening of an 

individual’s long term services and support needs.  Thus an individual might qualify for 
Part A or Part B or both. 

• Part A would include all current preventive, acute care, chronic care, and palliative care 
services regardless of mandatory or optional. 
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• Part B would include all institutional and non-institutional long term services and 
supports covered by a state. 

• The current prohibition on Institutes for Mental Diseases (IMD) would be repealed. 
• Repeal restrictions that impede self-direction of LTSS. 
• Restore state authority to allocate and scale services. 
• As a condition of eligibility, individuals would be required to apply for all Medicare 

benefits. 
• Part A would continue to be funded on basis of FMAP or alternative financing 

mechanisms such as block grants. 
• States would have the option of a block grant for Part B. 
• Repeal Part D “clawback.” 
• Replace Medicare cost sharing with state administered 100% federal grants. 
• Extend Medicare coverage of skilled nursing facilities by 60 days. 
 
Concept #7 
 
Options Available 
 
Align incentives for states to operate waste, fraud and abuse programs by consolidating 
program integrity audit efforts. 
 
• Block grant should include all funding including all sources of federal funding allocated 

to waste, fraud and abuse. 
Financial incentives should be aligned to create positive incentives for states with higher 
FMAP. 

• Instead of utilizing federal contractors who are not familiar with individual state 
programs, States and their staff should be utilized to enhance fraud and abuse activities 
rather than contracting with entities that are not familiar with individual state programs 
and/or policies. 

• An enhanced contingency fee should be paid to states for increasing their efforts in 
waste, fraud and abuse. 

• The entire appeals process should be exhausted prior to paying the federal share of the 
recovery. 
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The Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) is the official policy 
organization of the nation’s Republican governors.  The RGPPC brings together 31 state 
governors to speak with one voice on public policy issues that impact their states.1 
 
This report is a collection of policy ideas from the RGPPC Health Care Task Force.  This 
report does not constitute an endorsement of the policy prescription by any specific 
governor.  Instead, these policy proposals should be viewed as among the best ideas 
from the states to be considered in reforming the nation’s health care system.  While this 
report is focused on specific solutions for the Medicaid program, it is important to note 
that Medicaid is only one segment of the entire health care system and cannot be 
considered separately from the overall health care insurance system.   

 
 

                                                           
1
 In this report, the term “states” generally refers to the governments of the states, the territories and the District 

of Columbia. 
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Introduction: The Critical Role of Governors in Achieving Health Care Reform                                

 
In May 2011, House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton and Senate 
Finance Committee Ranking Member Senator Orrin Hatch sent a joint letter to Republican 
governors seeking their guidance in reforming and improving the Medicaid program.  Chairman 
Upton and Senator Hatch described the urgent need for reform in grave terms stating, “We are 
concerned that the program is failing patients; is a target for waste, fraud and abuse; and is 
bankrupting both state and federal governments.”  
 
Republican governors share Chairman Upton and Senator Hatch’s concerns and have accepted 
the charge of outlining for Congress a set of guiding principles for a new Medicaid.  Since May, 
the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) Health Care Task Force has 
facilitated an ongoing and substantive dialogue among Republican governors centered on 
addressing the challenges of the nation’s Medicaid crisis.  In June, 29 Republican governors 
submitted written principles to Chairman Upton and Senator Hatch. These seven guiding 
principles are central to building a flexible, innovative and accountable future for the Medicaid 
program. 
 
A New Medicaid: A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future is the culmination of the 
combined efforts of policymakers and health care administrators in the nation’s Republican-led 
states. This report will serve as the basis for dialogue during the upcoming RGPPC-sponsored 
Health Care Summit to be held in Washington D.C., on Oct. 24-25, 2011.2 The summit will 
feature governors, their senior health care staff, key House and Senate staff, and 
representatives from both the private sector and policy community. Together, stakeholders will 
engage in a serious – and much-needed – discussion focused on Medicaid reform and the policy 
options proposed by the nation’s Republican governors. 
 
The RGPPC Health Care Summit is significant in that it will bring forward specific policy solutions 
for health care reform from the nation’s governors for the first time.  Despite repeated efforts 
by governors from both parties to engage in the debate leading up to the passage of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), the White House largely ignored state input.3 This 
is in stark contrast to the welfare reform debate of the 1990s, in which governors played a 
major role in identifying the solutions that culminated in the 1996 passage of the bipartisan 
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act.   
 
By carrying out a partisan and exclusively federal debate, the White House only made the 
health care crisis worse. Today, Americans are no closer to affordable health care with the 
passage of the PPACA than they were before the debate began. This makes the RGPPC’s efforts 

                                                           
2
 The Health Care Summit was originally scheduled for Aug. 29-30, 2011, but was rescheduled due to Hurricane 

Irene. 
3
 Governors from both parties were excluded from the White House-arranged health care reform meeting at Blair 

House on Feb. 25, 2010, which was billed as a bipartisan, open and honest discussion among health care reform’s 
key stakeholders.  
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to identify improvements to provide health care to the most vulnerable individuals all the more 
important.   
 
The PPACA expansion of the Medicaid program is the largest expansion of this program in 
history. As a result, we are deeply concerned the existing challenges Medicaid faces today will 
be exacerbated by the program’s unprecedented growth over the next few years. We must 
think about a new Medicaid program—one that more easily adjusts to the needs, ideas and 
culture of each state. 
 
Republican governors stand ready to work with Congress and the Administration to develop a 
better and more efficient Medicaid system, one that gives states greater flexibility, spurs 
delivery innovation, encourages greater accountability, and reduces the cost of the program to 
states and the federal government alike. 
 
Governors and states that provided input for this report include:   
 
Governor Robert Bentley, Alabama 
Governor Sean Parnell, Alaska 
Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona 
Governor Rick Scott, Florida 
Governor Nathan Deal, Georgia 
Governor Eddie Baza Calvo, Guam 
Governor Butch Otter, Idaho  
Governor Mitch Daniels, Indiana 
Governor Terry Branstad, Iowa 
Governor Sam Brownback, Kansas 
Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana  
Governor Paul LePage, Maine 
Governor Rick Snyder, Michigan 
Governor Haley Barbour, Mississippi 
Governor Dave Heineman, Nebraska 
Governor Brian Sandoval, Nevada 

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey 
Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico 
Governor Jack Dalrymple, North Dakota 
Governor John Kasich, Ohio 
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma 
Governor Tom Corbett, Pennsylvania 
Governor Luis Fortuno, Puerto Rico  
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina 
Governor Dennis Daugaard, South Dakota  
Governor Bill Haslam, Tennessee 
Governor Rick Perry, Texas  
Governor Gary Herbert, Utah 
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia  
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin 
Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming
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Medicaid and the States 

 
States have always played a central role in ensuring medical care for the neediest 
Americans.  Until 1965, health care for low-income and disabled citizens was a state and 
local issue with limited federal involvement. With the passage of Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act of 1965, Medicaid was created as a means-tested joint program, or 
“partnership,” between the federal and state governments. 
 
Under this joint program, states could design and administer their own programs, but 
the federal government would monitor the programs and establish requirements for 
service delivery, quality and eligibility standards. To determine federal funding levels, 
the Social Security Act of 1965 outlined Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP) 
to calculate the federal government’s financial contribution to each state’s specific 
program. The FMAP rates are based on each state’s three-year rolling average per capita 
income compared to the continental United States income.i  In 2010, the federal 
government paid a nationwide average of 57 cents on every dollar spent on Medicaid.ii 
 
Over the past 45 years, the Medicaid program has evolved into a cumbersome, 
complicated and unaffordable burden on nearly every state. The Department of Health 
and Human Services Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) 2010 Actuarial Report on 
the Financial Outlook for Medicaid paints a grim picture for the more than 45 states and 
the District of Columbia that have projected budget shortfalls for FY 2012.iii  State 
Medicaid expenditures are projected to reach $327.6 billion by FY 2019, increasing at a 
compounded annual growth rate of 9.8 percent, or more than twice the historical rate.iv  
 
The dramatic increase in projected state Medicaid expenditures is in large part due to 
the PPACA, which mandates states expand their Medicaid eligibility standards to include 
all individuals at or below 138 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) beginning in 
2014.4 
 
Annual state Medicaid rolls have swelled to more than 69.5 million enrollees, or more 
than 1 in 5 Americans, in 2011.v  Medicaid enrollment now exceeds Medicare 
enrollment by more than 8.1 million people on an average monthly basis.vi  After 
PPACA’s mandated eligibility expansion goes into effect in 2014, CBO projects that an 
additional 25.6 million peoplevii will enroll in Medicaid in the next decade, increasing 
state administrative costs by $12 billion.viii  Overall, PPACA’s new eligibility groups are 
expected to cost the states a total of more than $118 billion through 2023.ix

 

 
Beyond the administrative demands of expanded Medicaid eligibility, the inclusion of 
tax credits for individuals up to 400 percent of the FPL, under the PPACA, poses an 

                                                           
4
 The PPACA mandates states expand eligibility standards to 133 percent of the FPL, but includes a 

subsequent provision that disregards the first 5 percent of an individual’s income, therefore making the 
expansion equivalent to 138 percent of the FPL. 
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access to care concern for enrollees, the insured and states.  Today, coverage by 
Medicaid does not immediately equate to access to appropriate care.  Increasingly, 
individuals and families enrolled in the Medicaid program face barriers to receiving care 
from primary care physicians, specialists and behavioral health professionals.   
 
The PPACA only exacerbates the access problem as Medicaid rolls are expected to 
balloon to more than 95.1 million Americans.x  Left unaddressed, the negative impact 
will be felt financially and from a public health perspective as current Medicaid patients 
routinely receive services delivered in the most costly care settings (i.e., emergency 
rooms): 

 A nationwide survey of physicians, published in June 2010, found that 
54.5 percent of primary care physicians, 45.6 percent of medical 
specialists, and 49.3 percent of surgical specialists are no longer 
accepting new Medicaid patients.xi 

 In a separate 2010 survey of 1,800 emergency room physicians, 71 
percent of respondents expect emergency visits to increase, and 47 
percent anticipate conditions will worsen for patients.xii 

 Even more overutilization of America’s emergency departments by 
Medicaid enrollees could cost states, hospitals and physicians as much as 
$35.8 billion over the next decade in unaccounted for expenditures.xiii 

 
Medicaid is a severe budgetary threat to states and a barrier to quality care for the 
neediest Americans. Washington is passing the buck on budget leadership and 
entitlement reform without giving states the freedom to design a program that works 
best for their citizens.  Bending the unsustainable trajectory of the Medicaid program 
will require flexibility, accountability and innovative solutions at the state level.  
 
Congress and the Administration cannot continue to simply shift the cost of the 
Medicaid program onto states in an effort to proclaim federal deficit reduction. As 
governors, we believe there is an opportunity to reduce Medicaid costs for both states 
and the federal government while improving the quality of the program overall. 
Financing reforms at the federal level must be partnered with new and aggressive state 
flexibility measures that provide every governor and state government the ability to 
best manage their programs.  
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Moving Forward: Flexibility, Innovation and Accountability  

 
The first and best step toward a successful Medicaid transformation is repealing the 
PPACA and replacing it with market-based, common sense reforms to our health care 
system.  As discussed earlier in this document, true health care reform cannot be done 
in a silo or only through Medicaid.  For example, reform of the tax code is essential to 
true reform of our health care system.   
 
All components of the health care system should be part of the reform efforts. 
Regardless of the outcome of the PPACA debate, Medicaid must be transformed – not 
just reformed around the edges or managed through the cumbersome and outdated 
waiver process. If the PPACA is upheld by the Supreme Court, it will be essential to have 
a Medicaid program that taps into the innovation that states have been known for 
throughout the history of the Medicaid program.5  Therefore, it is imperative that the 
system be modified immediately to assist states with their current programs.   
 
States must have the flexibility to create and manage a Medicaid program within their 
boundaries that is consistent with each state's needs and culture.  Each state Medicaid 
program should be accountable for measured improvement in the health status of their 
Medicaid populations based on quality and outcome metrics,6 rather than compliance 
with bureaucratic processes that, in too many cases, have no impact on improving the 
lives of the most vulnerable Americans, or promoting efficiency and prudent utilization 
of taxpayers’ dollars.  Measurements of health status should include items that reflect 
individual behavior and responsibility in one’s own health.   
 
The policy options presented in this report are the result of discussions among 
numerous state officials (i.e., governors, secretaries of health and human services; 
Medicaid program directors and representatives; and governors’ senior policy staffs). 
States may choose to utilize these policies to transform their respective Medicaid 
programs into cost-effective and efficient operations that emphasize a patient-centered 
approach to achieve higher quality outcomes. Outlined in this document are policy 

                                                           
5
 In Oklahoma, SoonerCare deployed utilization review to identify and educate frequent Medicaid 

Emergency Room (ER) users (4 or more visits per quarter).  From January 2006 to March 2009,  
SoonerCare contacted 20,491 members that accounted for 107,435 ER visits during that period. The state 
estimates that the utilization review program led to a reduction of 51,628 visits (48%) and a savings of 
more than $12 million in unnecessary ER expenditures.  
In Pennsylvania, the Healthy Hoops program was established in response to an increase in asthma-related 
hospital admissions. By targeting the at-risk population, the state deployed a comprehensive approach 
that led to a 10% increase in medication adherence and a dramatic decline in ER use.  
In Arizona, the adoption of a statewide Medicaid managed care model resulted in a 7% savings over fee-
for-service delivery over a 10-year period. 
6
 For example, the number of people who are monitoring their A1C (blood sugar) measurements; a 

decline in readmission rates and emergency room visits; weight loss and disease management; or 
medication adherence. 
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solutions that would increase Medicaid’s efficiency and effectiveness as a part of the 
overall health care delivery system regardless of whether or not PPACA is repealed.  
 
Policy Solutions 

 
A New Medicaid:  A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future offers a pathway for 
true innovation in our Medicaid programs as state leaders seek to provide cost effective, 
quality health care for their most vulnerable populations.  
 
Principle #1:  States are best able to make decisions about the design of their health 
care systems based on their respective needs, culture and the values of each state. 
 
The term “partnership” between states and the federal government is a misnomer. 
Rather than acting as a partner, the federal government dictates and micromanages 
rules and regulations that, in many cases, impede a state’s ability to innovate and create 
programs that improve the health of its citizens and contain costs.  Medicaid programs 
are and should be far more accountable to its citizens at the state and local levels, both 
in the scope and quality of services provided and the budgetary reality, than to current 
procedural regulations and rules issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS).   
 
Solution #1: Provide states the option to define and negotiate a broad outcome-based 
Program Operating Agreement (POA) with CMS. The only notification required would be 
when a state elects to update or change an agreed upon POA.  States would publicly 
report the outcome measures established within the POA on a routine basis. CMS 
oversight should only be triggered when there is a significant deviation in the reported 
versus projected measure.  The number of measures should be finite.  Eliminate the 
onerous federal review process for operating the Medicaid program within each state, 
such as requiring waivers for designing systems, benefits, services, and payment and 
reimbursement rates.  The relationship between the federal and state government 
should be based on the principles of value-based purchasing rather than rigorous, 
complex and lengthy processes.   
 
Solution #2: States can create a specific “dashboard” to measure accountability utilizing 
recognized measures of quality, cost, access and customer satisfaction that reflects the 
states’ priorities and permits an assessment of program performance over time. Where 
possible, states will utilize the expertise of state, local and national organizations that 
have developed appropriate measures. In many cases, states already have developed 
extensive measures of quality and accountability, including customer satisfaction. These 
dashboards should utilize those processes instead of recreating onerous administrative 
burdens for states.  
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Solution #3:  Repeal Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements established by the 
PPACA.  This would return flexibility to states and allow them to make changes in 
eligibility that are essential to the efficient and effective operation of their programs. 
 
Solution #4:  Program integrity should be the responsibility of the state. Currently, 
common practice is to utilize federal contractors for program integrity initiatives, most 
of whom are not familiar with individual state programs and simply engage in “pay and 
chase,” where claims are paid and then states seek payments afterward. Instead, states 
and their staffs should be able to utilize existing federal funding sources to proactively 
fight fraud and abuse activities. 
 
Solution #5:  Require the federal government to take full responsibility for the 
uncompensated care costs of treating illegal aliens. 
 
Principle #2:  States should have the opportunity to innovate by using flexible, 
accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and hold states accountable 
for efficiency and quality health care. Such mechanisms may include a block grant, a 
capped allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent financing 
approaches. 
 
The Medicaid program currently has a variety of federal matching rates based on 
program areas (e.g., administration, benefits, state Children's Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP), information technology), as well as a Federal Medical Assistance Percentage 
(FMAP) methodology that is both outdated and not responsive to a state’s true financial 
need.  
 
It is almost impossible for anyone to understand the scope and complexity of funding 
for Medicaid. Medicaid financing should be fully transparent and consistent with the 
goals of providing assistance to states with a significant percentage of their population 
at or below the poverty level.  Every financial system should be designed to encourage 
innovation and efficient delivery of health care services. 
 
Solution #6:  Allow states to pilot self-directed alignment structures for state and federal 
health care programs to reduce the incidence of cost-shifting from one program to 
another, encourage efficiency in complementary programs and ensure program 
integrity. 
 
Solution #7:  Federal and state financial participation in the Medicaid program should be 
rational, predictable and reasonable.  As aforementioned, the dramatic expansion of 
Medicaid scheduled for 2014 could have dire consequences on the management of the 
program. Because of PPACA, there are essentially two different programs within 
Medicaid and states are expected to maintain duplicate systems for program eligibility 
and program financing.  
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Solution #8:  If a state can demonstrate budget neutrality, provide states the ability to 
use state or local funding, now spent as match funding, for certain health services that 
would pay for Medicaid services or health system improvements that are currently not 
“matchable,” but are cost effective and improve the value of the Medicaid program. 
This could include Health Information Exchanges, increased benefits for some 
individuals, improved care management and local care coordination, and pilot programs 
to test innovations. 
 
Solution #9:  States should be encouraged to develop innovative programs to reduce 
chronic illnesses and the burden of associated health care costs to individuals and the 
taxpayers.  Allow states to invest in alternative programs that reduce hospital 
emergency room visits and other community-based programs to reduce 
hospitalizations. 
 
Solution #10:  Program integrity should be the responsibility of the states. In order to 
properly insure the taxpayers’ investment in Medicaid is protected:  

 All sources of federal funding allocated to combat waste, fraud and abuse should 
be included in any block grant or alternative financing mechanism proposal.  

 An enhanced contingency fee should be paid to states for increasing their efforts 
to decrease waste, fraud and abuse. The current system’s development 
matching rate of 90/10 should be allowed for improvements to states’ current 
fraud and abuse, and eligibility systems. Innovative programs that show a 
positive return on investment for both the state and federal governments should 
be allowed without the onerous waiver process. 

 The entire appeals process for any recoupments and overpayments should be 
exhausted prior to paying the federal share of the recovery. 

 
Principle #3:  Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based purchasing and 
patient-centered programs that work in concert to improve the health of states’ 
citizens and drive value over volume, quality over quantity, and, at the same time, 
contain costs.   
 
Alternative payment mechanisms, including those where payments are capitated,7 
present a host of policy solutions for state policymakers.  These alternative mechanisms 
have enabled states to improve access to care through private insurance networks, 
facilitate care coordination across providers, instill provider accountability and deliver 
better outcomes.  But the federal government continues to present numerous barriers 
to their use within the Medicaid program by requiring a state to go through the 
cumbersome, subjective waiver process to implement innovative alternative payment 
mechanisms, or include individuals who are exempt from these plans but would benefit 
from care coordination.    

                                                           
7
A set or actuarially sound global provider fee is established regardless of the types or volume of 

treatment. 
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Unless a state is granted a waiver, there are restrictions on which Medicaid populations 
can participate in alternative payment methodologies and how much control plans can 
exert over provider networks.  These restrictions limit the effectiveness of care 
coordination and shortchange Medicaid recipients.  Existing restrictions include: a 
requirement to offer the program statewide or meet certain CMS population 
requirements, limits on cost sharing (co-payments, deductibles, co-insurance), limits on 
closed network providers/services, retroactivity (requiring payment of all covered 
services provided within three months of being determined eligible), and requirements 
related to the number of plans offering managed Medicaid services.  
 
Solution #11:  Provide states with the flexibility, without requesting waivers or initiating 
the state plan amendment process, to pay providers based on providers meeting quality 
care and value-based criteria rather than the current fee-for-service approach.  Allow 
innovative payment methodologies to encourage care coordination for all Medicaid 
eligibles, without exception.  Other options could be capitated payments, shared 
savings, and incentive arrangements when such payments encourage coordination, 
reduce cost shifting and improve care delivery.   
 
Solution #12:  Provide states with the ability to implement bundling projects (a provider 
is paid an amount for a discrete event, such as hip replacement, and that provider pays 
other providers for all necessary care for the event, with providers sharing in savings). 
 
Solution #13:  Give states the ability to use only one managed care organization if client 
volume in an area is insufficient to support two. CMS now requires at least two 
managed care organizations in each area. 
 
Principle #4:  States must be able to streamline and simplify the eligibility process to 
ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce reasonable 
cost sharing for those able to pay. 
 
 A national discussion regarding Medicaid eligibility and the scope of government 
assistance is urgently needed.  In addition, a plan for self-sufficiency, where possible, 
similar to that designed in welfare reform, must be part of that discussion.  
  
Solution #14:  Establish reasonable, rational and consistent asset tests for eligibility.  
Amend PPACA’s definitions of income to count child support payments (current law in 
Medicaid), and reverse the use of Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) in order to 
avoid new eligibility for higher-income Americans. 
 
Solution #15:  Give states the flexibility to streamline and improve the eligibility 
determination system by contracting with private firms.  
 
Solution #16:  Within a state’s fair share of federal funding, there should be significant 
flexibility regarding how a state provides eligibility for its population in need. 
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Solution #17:  Eliminate the marriage penalty.  
 
Principle #5:  States can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their health care 
coverage plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to leverage 
the existing insurance marketplace.  
 
Medicaid recipients should have a stake in their personal health care, and the Medicaid 
program, by design, should make room for recipients to play a role in the decision-
making process. Personal responsibility and consumer choice for Medicaid recipients 
must be standard components of a new Medicaid.  Medicaid recipients, like the rest of 
Americans, should be given both the freedom to choose their health plans and the 
responsibility to contribute to their health care costs at a level that is appropriate.  
Under current law, cost sharing (i.e., a co-payment) is not enforceable at the point of 
service if the individual is below 100 percent of the FPL.   
 
A successful example can be found in Indiana.  In 2007, Indiana launched the Healthy 
Indiana Plan (HIP), which extends high deductible health plans and accounts similar to 
health savings accounts (HSA) to low-income parents of children covered by Medicaid 
and SCHIP, as well as childless adults, through a waiver.   
 
Solution #18:  Eliminate the obsolete mandatory and optional benefit requirements. 
Provide states the flexibility to design appropriate benefit structures to meet the needs 
of their recipients in a cost-effective and efficient manner as part of the state’s 
negotiated plan. 
 
Solution #19:  Eliminate benefit mandates that exceed the private insurance market 
benchmark or benchmark equivalent.  Design benefit packages that meet the needs of 
specific populations, including allowing a plan that puts non-disabled populations into 
Section 1937 benchmark plans.xiv  Amend Section 1937 to include cost-sharing 
provisions and allow states the authority to enforce cost sharing. 
 
Solution #20:  Purchase catastrophic coverage combined with an HSA-like account for 
the direct purchase of health care and payment of cost sharing for appropriate 
populations determined by each state. 
 
Solution #21:  Provide states the option of rewarding individuals who participate in 
health promotion or disease prevention activities. 
 
Solution #22:  Provide states with the ability to offer “value-added” or additional 
services for individuals choosing a low-cost plan or managed care plan (i.e., additional 
services and benefits offered by coordinated care companies for successful completion 
of healthy baby programs, or an adult dental benefit).   
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Solution #23:  Allow states the option of contributing to a private insurance benefit for 
all members of the family.  Require all members of the family to participate in cost-
effective coverage. 
 
Solution #24:  Lower the threshold for premium payments to 100% FPL to encourage a 
sense of shared beneficiary ownership in health care decisions. 
 
Principle #6:  Territories must be ensured full integration into the federal health care 
system so they can provide health care coverage to those in need with the flexibility 
afforded to the states. 
 
Currently, the FMAPs for the territories are set by statute at artificially low rates 
compared with the 50 states, and are subject to arbitrary caps.  This unequal funding 
places a crippling burden on territorial budgets, limits the services that territories can 
provide for their Medicaid-eligible populations, and encourages the residents of the 
territories – who are Americans – to move to states, where they can receive better-
funded Medicaid services.  
 
Additionally, the federal government’s patchwork approach to the application of 
Medicaid regulations to the territories has limited the territories’ ability to develop and 
implement programs specific to the needs of their populations. For example, under 
current law, the authority of the secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services to waive or modify Medicaid requirements beyond the FMAP, Medicaid cap, 
and/or the scope of allowable Medicaid services, extends to the 50 states, American 
Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands, but is not extended to the territories of the 
Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico.    
 
Solution #25:  The territories should be treated consistently, fairly and rationally in 
funding, services and program design. 
 
Principle #7:  States must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service 
delivery in order to provide long-term services and support that keep pace with the 
people Medicaid serves. New federal requirements threaten to stifle state innovation 
and investment.  In addition, since dual eligibles (individuals who are eligible for both 
Medicare and Medicaid) now constitute 39 percent xv of Medicaid spending, Medicare 
policies that shift costs to the states must be reversed, and the innovative power of 
states should be rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to 
target and deliver services that are cost effective for both state and federal taxpayers. 
 
As a result of mandatory expansions under the PPACA, Medicaid covers even more non-
disabled individuals at higher income levels. In addition, in the current Medicaid 
program, the majority of the Medicaid population has at least one family member in the 
workforce.  The transformation of Medicaid must include changes in the design and 
expectations of the program to reflect this reality. 
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Federal law also specifies services that must be covered by Medicaid programs. States 
have the option of offering other services if they are approved by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), which administers these programs. However, the 
“mandatory” and “optional” benefit structure of Medicaid has been obsolete for 
decades.8  
 
The original program and health care, in general, reflects medical care provided in 
hospitals and other acute care settings. With the advancements in medicine and an 
increased number of people living with chronic diseases, such as cancer, heart disease 
and diabetes, treatment protocols have changed as have the locations of those 
treatments.  As medical costs generally have shifted from the treatment of infectious or 
high-mortality diseases in hospital settings to more chronic diseases treated in 
outpatient settings, the mandatory and optional benefit categories are no longer 
relevant to today's health care needs and do not reflect medical advances. Starting with 
the increased importance of prescription drugs in medical care (i.e., managing diabetes 
with medication versus an amputation procedure) and continuing through the 
emergence of home- and community-based services, these categories must be re-
examined.  Under current Medicaid rules, for example, an individual is entitled to a 
nursing home bed, but medical services to allow an individual to stay at home are 
optional.  States must rely upon “waivers”xvi or a state plan amendment process to 
respond to the changing health care delivery system, including the ability to provide 
many home- and community-based services for long-term care. 
 
Solution #26:  At a state’s discretion, permit states to redesign Medicaid into multiple 
parts.  Medicaid Part A would focus on preventive, acute, chronic and palliative care 
services; and Part B would focus on long-term supports and services (LTSS).  This would 
enable a state to better manage the different needs between populations who only 
need LTSS.  Eligibility for Part B would be based on income and functional screening of 
an individual’s long-term services and LTSS needs.  
 
Solution #27:  Engage in shared savings arrangements for dual eligible members when 
the state can demonstrate the Medicare program reduced costs as a result of an action 
by a state Medicaid program. 

                                                           
8
 Federal law also specifies services that must be covered by Medicaid programs. Other services may be 

offered, at a state’s option, if approved by CMS. Mandatory coverage includes:  inpatient hospital 
services, excluding services for mental disease; outpatient hospital services;  federally qualified health 
center services; rural health clinic services (if permitted under state law); laboratory and x-ray services 
rendered outside a hospital or clinic; nursing facility services for beneficiaries age 21 and older; physician 
services; certified pediatric and family nurse practitioner services (when licensed to practice under state 
law); nurse midwife services; medical and surgical services of a dentist; Early and Periodic Screening, 
Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) services for children; family planning services and supplies; home-health 
services for beneficiaries who are entitled to nursing facility services under the state’s Medicaid plan, 
including intermittent or part-time nursing services, home health aide services and medical supplies and 
appliances for use in the home; and pregnancy-related services and services for other conditions that 
might complicate pregnancy, as well as postpartum care for 60 days. 
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Solution #28:  Repeal restrictions that impede self-direction of long-term care supports 
and services (LTSS) and allow states the ability to design programs that meet their needs 
and are cost effective. 
 
Solution #29:  At the state’s option, replace Medicare cost-sharing with state- 
administered, 100% federal grants. 
 
Solution #30:  Give states the flexibility to enroll more members, especially families, in 
premium assistance programs including Medicare benefits, when it is cost efficient. 
Medicaid should be the payer and insurer of last resort. 
 
Solution #31:  Extend Medicare coverage of skilled nursing facilities by 60 days. 
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Conclusion 

 
Our nation is at a crossroads.  We have the ability to transform our health care system 
to make it more responsive to the needs of our citizens by being more efficient and 
effective.  This cannot be done by taking the entire U.S. health care system and making 
it a federally-sponsored and controlled entitlement program. Instead, we must build on 
the strength of our private insurance market, and encourage value-based purchasing 
and personal responsibility, while continuing to protect our most vulnerable 
populations.    
 
The Medicaid program must be truly transformed, not just reformed around the edges. 
The RGPPC looks forward to participating in this ongoing dialogue as we work together, 
with both state governments and the federal government, to critically analyze and 
improve health care delivery.  
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Rhonda Telford Naidu commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s photo
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 9:29:10 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Rhonda Telford Naidu commented on Governor Mary Fallin's photo.

Rhonda wrote: "Please accept the funding of the Medicaid expansion health
insurance exchange! "

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this photo. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Richmond Times-Dispatch oped: "ObamaCare: The road to repeal starts in the states"
Date: Monday, August 06, 2012 9:19:49 AM

Published: August 05, 2012

ObamaCare: The road to repeal starts in
the states
By MICHAEL F. CANNON

States that have refused to implement the Obama health law have already blocked $80 billion
of its new deficit spending. If more states follow suit, they can block the other $1.6 trillion
and force Congress to repeal the law.

The law relies on states to implement two of its most essential pieces: health-insurance
"exchanges" and a vast expansion of Medicaid. Exchanges are government agencies through
which the law channels $800 billion to private health-insurance companies. The Medicaid
expansion adds another $900 billion to the federal debt, with private insurers again taking a
slice.

States are under no obligation either to implement either. Responsible state officials will say
no to both.

It is a myth that creating an exchange gives states more control over their insurance markets.
Yes, the law directs the federal government to create one in states that do not. But every
exchange must be approved by federal bureaucrats, empowering them to impose whatever
oppressive rules on "state-run" exchanges they would impose through a federal exchange.

In contrast, by refusing to create an exchange states can block the law's debt-financed
subsidies to private insurance companies and avoid new taxes on their employers and
consumers.

The law imposes a $2,000 per-worker tax on employers, but only in states that create an
exchange. (If Virginia creates one, there will be a giant sucking sound as employers flee to
Louisiana, Texas, South Carolina and Florida, which have said they will not.) States creating
exchanges will have to increase taxes another $10 million to $100 million per year to cover
their operating costs.

* * * * *

The Supreme Court further empowered states when it overturned the law's Medicaid
mandate. That mandate required states to expand their Medicaid rolls dramatically on pain of
losing all federal Medicaid funds, which comprise 12 percent of state revenues. Twenty-six

38804

mailto:MCannon@cato.org
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


states challenged that mandate as unconstitutionally coercive.

They won. The court held the federal government cannot withhold existing Medicaid grants
from states that fail to expand their programs. States may now refuse to expand their
programs without fear.

And they should. My Cato Institute colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates this expansion
would cost Florida, Kansas, Illinois and Texas roughly $20 billion each in its first 10 years.
New Jersey and New York would pay $35 billion and $53 billion, respectively. So you know
we're not cooking the books, Gokhale projects California would save money.

But not for long. President Obama is already trying to shift even more Medicaid costs to the
states. It's called "predatory federalism": Washington uses a low introductory rate as bait,
then once states are hooked it changes the terms. In the end, even California will take it on
the chin.

This is money states don't have. Nor can Washington, with its trillion-dollar deficits, afford
the $900 billion the Congressional Budget Office estimates this Medicaid expansion would
cost the federal government.

In total, state officials can block $1.6 trillion of deficit spending simply by sitting on their
hands. According to CBO estimates, the handful of states that have already refused to expand
Medicaid are saving taxpayers $80 billion.

* * * * *

Blocking these provisions will expose the full costs of the law, instead of allowing the
federal government to shift those costs to taxpayers. The resulting backlash will push
members of Congress to switch their votes and support repeal, just as two House Democrats
did during the latest repeal vote. A critical mass of states could literally force Congress to
repeal the Obama health law.

Opposition to these individual provisions, like opposition to the Obama health law, is
bipartisan.

Among the governors refusing to create an exchange is New Hampshire's Democratic Gov.
John Lynch, who signed a law forbidding one. Montana's Democratic Gov. Brian Schweitzer
is among the dozen or more governors who are balking at the Medicaid expansion. Not that it
takes a governor — a solid bloc of state legislators, or even just one committee chairman, is
enough.

The Obama health law is weaker, and the path to repeal is clearer, than it has ever been.

Michael F. Cannon is director of health policy studies at the Cato Institute and co-editor of
Replacing ObamaCare: The Cato Institute on Health Care Reform (2012). Contact him at

 
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/commentary/2012/aug/05/tdcomm01-obamacare-the-
road-to-repeal-starts-in-th-ar-2107523/
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STATELINE
REPORTING

'Right-to-work' raises a ruckus in Indiana 
By Melissa Maynard, Stateline Staff Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — Is it fair to require workers to pay union fees? That’s the polarizing issue this winter at

the state Capitol in Indianapolis.

Christie lets loose on Gingrich 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: New Jersey Governor Chris Christie called Newt Gingrich an “embarrassment to the

party” after Gingrich won the South Carolina Republican primary on Saturday (January 21).

Legislators attempt to strip courts of power 
By Maggie Clark, Stateline Staff Writer

PUBLIC SAFETY BEAT: In an effort to rein in "activist justices," legislators in New Hampshire and

Tennessee are attempting to get rid of judical review of legislation.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: States lag in meeting health overhaul goals
By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, The Associated Press, Montgomery Advertiser
WASHINGTON -- Here's a reality check for President Barack Obama's health overhaul: Three out of four

uninsured Americans live in states that have yet to figure out how to deliver on its promise of affordable

medical care.

US: State support slumps again
By Doug Lederman, Inside Higher Ed
The news will come as no surprise to the public college administrators and faculty members who've seen

their budgets slashed over the past year. But an annual study of state spending on higher education finds

that state appropriations for colleges and students sunk by 7.6 percent in 2011-12, the largest such decline

in at least a half century.

38806

http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=7RuZ_XajL4bNB3IKtdqnUw
mailto:editor@stateline.org
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=Wga04Brujl5YyCkfuPe0TQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=e4BF3GWeaoLgecok-k2YSw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=Q3o6RFHccNafPTgTFpIUqA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=A1F_uFWUY3dVntYG42guJg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=fR66PQy7nBsGtHUZtjaNNQ


MS: Mississippi pardons benefited whites by big margin
By Himanshu Ojha, Marcus Stern and Robbie Ward, Reuters
Former Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour's grants of commutations or pardons to more than 200

prisoners, all but eight in his final days in office, disproportionately benefited white offenders among a

predominantly black prison population, a Reuters analysis found.

NY: Foreclosure robo-signing deal worries N.Y. official
By Ilya Marritz, National Public Radio
Some of the biggest banks in the country are reportedly close to a settlement with authorities over the so-

called robo-signing scandal in which mortgage company officials signed and notarizeed foreclosure

documents without properly reviewing them.

KS: Brownback's tax proposal on the ropes
By Scott Rothschild, The Lawrence Journal-World
Gov. Sam Brownback's tax plan was on the ropes Friday after reports and studies showed it would

increase taxes for many Kansans while cutting taxes for businesses and the wealthy.

CO: Colorado legislature faces return of fight over tuition measure for
illegal immigrants 
By Tim Hoover, The Denver Post
Two key House Republicans who voted in 2011 against allowing illegal immigrants in Colorado to attend

college at lower than out-of-state rates have softened their positions on the idea this year.

FL: Scott, lawmakers agree -- Schools need at least $1 billion more
By Kathleen McGrory, The Miami Herald
Is the tide turning for education funding? Taking a cue from Gov. Rick Scott, Florida House Speaker Dean

Cannon put forth a budget proposal last week that would pump an additional $1 billion into statewide

schools spending. The next day, Senate education leaders seem determined to top that figure.

VA: Lawmakers sense inevitability with tunnel toll plans
By Bill Sizemore, The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk)
What a difference two years can make. In 2010, when a Northern Virginia lawmaker introduced a measure

to place a $2 toll on two Hampton Roads tunnels, the local General Assembly delegation howled with

outrage.

SC: In South Carolina primary, Nikki Haley takes hit with Mitt Romney
loss
By Reid J. Epstein, Politico
COLUMBIA, S.C. – Nikki Haley was supposed to give Mitt Romney strength going into the South Carolina

primary. Instead, she exposed some of her own weaknesses.

NY: State Senate GOP sitting on huge cash edge 
By Jimmy Vielkind, Times Union (Albany)
As Republicans and Democrats gear up for a battle royal to control the state Senate, the GOP has
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amassed a cash advantage of nearly 5 to 1, proving the benefits of incumbency as they push to hold their

bare majority in the chamber.

VA: Should Virginia act or wait on health insurance exchanges?
By Michael Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch
The General Assembly is preparing for a debate over health insurance benefits for Virginians that Gov. Bob

McDonnell wants to postpone.

IA: Celebrity licenses for deer hunts irk those on waiting list
By Perry Beeman, USA Today
DES MOINES – A program that gives celebrities a chance to immediately hunt deer in Iowa while other

out-of-staters wait an average of three years for the privilege is drawing pot shots from within and outside

of Iowa.
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Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
February 13, 2012

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Mike Ritze
Capitol: (405) 557-7338
 

Ritze Continues Push for Nullification of ObamaCare
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Mike Ritze plans to continue seeking passage of a bill carried
over from last year that would effectively nullify the 2010 federal health care legislation in
Oklahoma.
            “The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which is better known as ObamaCare,
is unconstitutional we need to stand up for the rights of Oklahoma citizens,” said Ritze, a
Broken Arrow Republican who is one of only two doctors serving in the Oklahoma Legislature.
“Oklahomans expect nothing less.”
            House Bill 1276, by Ritze, notes that the Tenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution defines the total scope of federal powers “as being those which have been
delegated by the people of the several states to the federal government, and all powers not
delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are reserved to the
states respectively, or to the people themselves.”
            The bill then notes that the assumption of federal power made with passage of the
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” and “Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010” is “nowhere expressly granted by the United States Constitution and interferes
with the right of the people of the State of Oklahoma to regulate health care as they see fit.”
            Because those two federal laws were “not authorized by the Constitution of the United
States,” the bill then declares them to be “invalid in the State of Oklahoma” and states that they
“shall not be recognized by this state, are specifically rejected by this state, and shall be
considered null and void and of no effect in this state.”
            House Bill 1276 passed out of committee last year and now awaits consideration by the
full House.
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Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
November 16, 2012

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Mike Ritze
Capitol: (405) 557-7338
 

Ritze Continues to Press Governor to Reject Insurance Exchanges,
Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Mike Ritze today called on Gov. Mary Fallin to reject implementation
of a state health insurance exchange, just as nearly a dozen other governors have stated their
intention to do so.
 
“The establishment of a health insurance exchange is just a way for the federal government to force
Obamacare onto the states, and Oklahomans have overwhelmingly opposed this government
takeover of healthcare from the beginning,” said Rep. Ritze, D.O., R-Broken Arrow, of State Question
756, which passed with 65 percent support in 2010. “Obamacare is deeply unpopular here. Just
because President Obama was re-elected doesn’t mean the states should buckle to his
unconstitutional law.”
 
The federal Department of Health and Human Services has set this Friday as the deadline for states
to decide whether to create their own exchange or allow the federal government to come in and
create one for them.
 
Ritze noted that Sen. Tom Coburn, a physician, and the Association of American Physicians and
Surgeons have rejected the idea of implementing exchanges.
 
“Gov. Fallin and the Legislature is facing two unpopular choices,” said Ritze, himself a physician and
member of the House Public Health Committee. “Whether or not to establish a health insurance
exchange and whether or not to expand Medicaid coverage, which the Supreme Court said cannot
be forced upon the states. The answer to both questions is ‘no.’
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“The exchanges are the cornerstone of Obamacare and will tie into another "exchange,” namely the
health information exchange, where people’s private information and health records will be shared
among healthcare providers and insurers. Expanding Medicaid coverage to more people (will break
the bank – we simply cannot afford it.”

Ritze believes the “common sense” approach to Obamacare is nullification, which he said 12 other
states have proposed or passed into law. Ritze said nullification would block any implementation of
Obamacare. He hopes to include the nullification option in a bill that he will introduce during the
upcoming legislative session. 

-30-
 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.

38812



From: Ray Carter
To: Ray Carter
Subject: Ritze Seeks Nullification of ObamaCare
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 12:52:00 PM
Attachments: Ritze, Mike.jpg

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
January 19, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Mike Ritze
Capitol: (405) 557-7338
 

Ritze Seeks Nullification of ObamaCare
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Mike Ritze has filed legislation to effectively nullify the new
federal health care law and allow felony charges against individuals attempting to enforce it in
Oklahoma.
            “The federal health care law is clearly an unconstitutional infringement on the rights of
U.S. citizens,” said Ritze, a Broken Arrow Republican who is one of only two doctors serving in
the Oklahoma Legislature. “As a result, the state of Oklahoma must act aggressively to stop this
unconstitutional power grab.”
            House Bill 1276, by Ritze, notes that the Tenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution defines the total scope of federal powers “as being those which have been
delegated by the people of the several states to the federal government, and all powers not
delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are reserved to the
states respectively, or to the people themselves.”
            The bill then notes that the assumption of federal power made with passage of the
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” and “Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010” is “nowhere expressly granted by the United States Constitution and interferes
with the right of the people of the State of Oklahoma to regulate health care as they see fit.”
            Because those two federal laws were “not authorized by the Constitution of the United
States,” the bill then declares them to be “invalid in the State of Oklahoma” and states that they
“shall not be recognized by this state, are specifically rejected by this state, and shall be
considered null and void and of no effect in this state.”
            Under House Bill 1276, any official, agent, or employee of the United States government
who attempts to enforce the new federal health care law could face felony charges carrying a
penalty of up to five years in prison and a fine of $5,000.
            Under the bill, any state government official attempting to impose and enforce the
federal statutes could face misdemeanor charges carrying a penalty of up to two years in jail and
a $1,000 fine.
            Oklahoma citizens forced to abide by the new federal health care law would also be
allowed to sue individuals enforcing the law.
            Ritze said similar legislation has been filed in at least six other states. Last year, he
authored legislation to allow a public vote to opt out of the federal health care law’s individual
mandate. The measure passed in November with overwhelming public support.

38813



            The Oklahoma Legislature will convene in regular session on Feb. 7.
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Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
January 19, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Mike Ritze
Capitol: (405) 557-7338
 

Ritze Seeks Nullification of ObamaCare
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Mike Ritze has filed legislation to effectively nullify the new
federal health care law and allow felony charges against individuals attempting to enforce it in
Oklahoma.
            “The federal health care law is clearly an unconstitutional infringement on the rights of
U.S. citizens,” said Ritze, a Broken Arrow Republican who is one of only two doctors serving in
the Oklahoma Legislature. “As a result, the state of Oklahoma must act aggressively to stop this
unconstitutional power grab.”
            House Bill 1276, by Ritze, notes that the Tenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution defines the total scope of federal powers “as being those which have been
delegated by the people of the several states to the federal government, and all powers not
delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are reserved to the
states respectively, or to the people themselves.”
            The bill then notes that the assumption of federal power made with passage of the
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” and “Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010” is “nowhere expressly granted by the United States Constitution and interferes
with the right of the people of the State of Oklahoma to regulate health care as they see fit.”
            Because those two federal laws were “not authorized by the Constitution of the United
States,” the bill then declares them to be “invalid in the State of Oklahoma” and states that they
“shall not be recognized by this state, are specifically rejected by this state, and shall be
considered null and void and of no effect in this state.”
            Under House Bill 1276, any official, agent, or employee of the United States government
who attempts to enforce the new federal health care law could face felony charges carrying a
penalty of up to five years in prison and a fine of $5,000.
            Under the bill, any state government official attempting to impose and enforce the
federal statutes could face misdemeanor charges carrying a penalty of up to two years in jail and
a $1,000 fine.
            Oklahoma citizens forced to abide by the new federal health care law would also be
allowed to sue individuals enforcing the law.
            Ritze said similar legislation has been filed in at least six other states. Last year, he
authored legislation to allow a public vote to opt out of the federal health care law’s individual
mandate. The measure passed in November with overwhelming public support.
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            The Oklahoma Legislature will convene in regular session on Feb. 7.
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To: Ray Carter
Subject: Ritze Urges State to Turn Down ObamaCare Money
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Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
March 1, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Mike Ritze
Capitol: (405) 557-7338
 

Ritze Urges State to Turn Down ObamaCare Money
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Mike Ritze, one of two doctors serving in the Oklahoma
Legislature, today called on state officials to turn down $54 million that would be used to
implement the new federal health care law.
            “The people of Oklahoma voted to opt out of ObamaCare last November, our new state
attorney general has filed a lawsuit arguing that the federal law it unconstitutional, and a
nullification bill is now moving through the Oklahoma Legislature,” said Ritze, R-Broken
Arrow. “To accept this federal money and the associated red tape completely undermines
Oklahomans’ clearly expressed opposition to ObamaCare and actually marries our state to
ObamaCare.  The voters have told us not to accept ObamaCare in Oklahoma, and we should
respect their wishes.”
            It was recently announced that Oklahoma would receive a $54 million “Early Innovators”
Health Insurance Exchange Grant as part of the new federal health care law, commonly referred
to as “ObamaCare.”
            The exchanges created by the federal law would provide a government-regulated
marketplace of insurance plans for individuals without health care or small companies. Plans
listed on the exchange would have to meet coverage requirements and standards prescribed by
ObamaCare.

The grant application, officially called the Cooperative Agreements to Support
Innovative Exchange Information Technology Systems, is a 41-page document outlining the
purpose, authority, and background of the funding “opportunity” as well as eligibility
requirements states must meet in order to qualify. 

“By accepting the exchange money, Oklahoma will be in lock-step with ObamaCare,”
Ritze said. “Furthermore, several independent insurance brokers in Oklahoma are concerned
about the impact the exchanges will have on their private businesses. The exchanges operate
contrary to the free enterprise system and most likely will put the independent insurance broker
out of business.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: James Davis or Kyle Downey

August 7, 2012 (813) 381-5588

RNC Chairman Priebus Announces Additional
Republican Convention Headliners

Tampa, Fla. - Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus today announced the second list of

headliners addressing the Republican National Convention August 27-30. Additional convention speakers,

including the keynote, will be announced in the coming days and weeks. The speakers are: 

Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, 43rd governor of Florida and current chairman of the Foundation

for Florida's Future;

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, the first woman to serve as both Oklahoma lieutenant governor and

governor, and the first woman elected to Congress from Oklahoma since the 1920s;

U.S. Senator Rand Paul, junior senator from Kentucky and founder of the U.S. Senate Tea Party

Caucus; and

Former U.S. Senator Rick Santorum, 2012 presidential primary candidate, and U.S. Senator (1995-

2007) and U.S. Representative (1991-1995) from Pennsylvania. 

"I am thrilled to announce Governor Bush, Governor Fallin, Senator Paul and Senator Santorum will address

our convention," said Priebus. "As our party unites around Governor Romney, these four great leaders will

lend their voices in support of his vision to get America back on track."

"Governors Bush and Fallin, and Senators Paul and Santorum are among our party's most respected leaders,

and their participation at the Republican Convention will help generate enthusiasm for Governor Romney's

plans to strengthen our economy," said convention Chief Executive Officer William Harris.

Former Governor Jeb Bush

"This election comes down to a fundamental choice - between Mitt Romney's commitment to business

innovation and job growth and the president's record of government taxation and takeovers. This choice

comes at a critical time for our country. We are facing tremendous challenges and our response to them will

determine the course of our nation for generations to come. There is a lot at stake for us in November and

that is why I am proud to support Governor Mitt Romney as the next president of the United States and I look

forward to being a part of his nomination at the Republican National Convention in my home state of Florida,"

said Jeb Bush.

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin

"The election this November is about much more than politics. It is a decision we have to make about the

direction of America - are we going to continue to tax and spend and grow government far past the point of

sustainability, or are we going to restore fiscal sanity to Washington, D.C. and force government to live within

its means? In Oklahoma, we work to make government serve the people and not the other way around. Our

next president has to share this same commitment and that is why I am so proud to be a part of the
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Republican National Convention to officially nominate Mitt Romney," said Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin.

U.S. Senator Rand Paul

"In the past four years, we have seen the national debt soar at the hands of failed Democrat policies. We are

nearing a fiscal cliff and are in desperate need of a change of direction.  Whether it is Obamacare, Dodd-

Frank or the EPA's war on coal, American jobs and growth are being stifled by the current policies. I believe

Governor Romney would help our country start a new path, where job creators are encouraged not punished,

and where the size and scope of government are brought under control. I am honored to speak about our

Republican vision for the future at the national convention in Tampa," said Senator Rand Paul. 

Former Senator Rick Santorum

"I am so passionate about this election because the core principles of our country are at stake. The

Republican National Convention is an important time for us to rally behind Mitt Romney and his vision to put

our country back on track. We need a leader in the White House who is committed to reforming government.

Republicans believe that removing the incentive to work will destroy welfare reform as we know it, costing

taxpayers millions and leading the poor to a life of dependency. The contrast between President Obama and

Mitt Romney could not be greater. Conservatives from across the country are rallying together and we will

make our voices heard in a few weeks in Tampa," said Senator Rick Santorum.

About the 2012 Republican National Convention

The 2012 Republican National Convention will be held at the Tampa Bay Times Forum August 27-30, 2012.

 Nearly 50,000 visitors are expected to come to the Tampa Bay area for the event, including delegates,

alternate delegates, media and other guests.  For more information about the 2012 Republican National

Convention, become part of the virtual convention at www.ConventionWithoutWalls.com, visit our

website www.GOPConvention2012.com and check out our official blog, Conventional Wisdom,

at www.gopconvention2012.com/blog/. 

###
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Subject: Rodent Infestation at the Capitol or Botched Hair Color Job?
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There are three action alerts in this newsletter:
 
We need donations ASAP for robo calls
 
HB 2522 which is a good Senate version of an Open Carry bill
 
SB 1624 which is a tuition break for illegal aliens that needs defeated or amended
 
 

 
 

 
 

It’s Robo Call Season Again
We Need Money!

 
It is that time of year again folks, time to refill the political war chest so we can start hammering
the RINOs at the Capitol.   Last week we hit Senator Anthony Sykes for refusing to advance HB
15582 which would have stopped the use of Sharia law or any other form of foreign law in
American courts.    Labeled the ALAC bill, short for American Law for American Courts, the bill had
passed with bipartisan support in the House only to be left to whither in the Rules Committee by
Senator Sykes, the Senate author of the bill.  Remember that Sykes did this last year as well,
actually killing his own bill.
 
This time we called his bluff and sent thousands of robo calls into his Senate District alerting his
voters to his refusal to advance the bill.   The calls started at 2pm on Monday  and we used a new
feature that allowed voters to press 1 to be connected with the Senator's office and by 3:44
reports were coming back stating that his assistant was telling voters that Sykes had put HB 1152
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on the agenda for Wednesday.  In less than one hour and 45 minutes Sykes was crying
“Uncle!” and doing the right thing.
 
But forcing a bad politician to advance a bill is just the start of the process.   The bill was defeated
9 to 6 in the Senate Rules Committee with the following Senators voting against the prevention of
foreign law being used in American courts:
 
Sens. Patrick Anderson (R-Enid),
Cliff Branan ( R-Oklahoma City ),
Eddie Fields (R-Wynona),
Dan Newberry (R-Tulsa),
Jerry Ellis (D-Valliant),
Earl Garrison (D-Muskogee),
Al McCaffrey ( D-Oklahoma City ),
Judy Eason-McIntyre (D-Tulsa)
 
Four Republican Senators voted against this bill despite the passage of the State Question in 2010
that received over 70% of the vote.  More State Chamber of Commerce “ho’s” either toeing the
line with the state chamber or obeying the marching orders of the CAIR organization.
 
Suffice it to say that we have plans for these four Senators, plans that they aren’t going to like. 
But we need to raise around $12,000 to mount a serious campaign to inform the voters of their
district of their self serving voting records.  The robo calls do a tremendous job of informing votes
as the majority of them land on answering machines and a significant part of the live answer
recipients will use the Push One feature during the robo call to talk directly with the Senator’s
office.
 
So we don't often ask for money but we need to gather a lot of it in the next few months.   The
robo calls are tremendously effective in letting the locals know that their politician is acting badly
and it energizes their opponents and dries up their political donations as the locals realize just how
bad their guy is. 
 
You can donate in two ways:
 
Look for the "donate" button at our main website   or visit this link if you wish to use Paypal. 
 
Or you can send a check to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK,
73127.  
 
We aren't a non profit and this isn't a political donation, you are basically "hiring" us to spend your
hard earned money to publicize the bad voting records of some very bad politicians.  Not a single
nickel will go toward overhead or anything other than direct costs to robo call voters, drop
literature in their district, or print  yard signs exposing their bad behaviour.  This type of
expenditure is outside the Ethics Commission's reach so your donation to the Sooner Tea Party will
be 100% confidential.  We don't tell people to vote for or against a candidate when we make
these calls and drop literature, we just expose the voting record and let people decide on their
own.  Make checks payable to "Sooner Tea Party" if you want to help expose voting records of
bad politicians.
 
But if you want to spend your money doing direct attacks on bad politicians or in support of the
good politicians we have a Political Action Committee that can accept funds for that purpose.   
Corporate donations usually can't be accepted with the exception of LLCs but check before
donating to the Oklahoma Tea Party PAC.   All PAC  donations do have to go through the Ethics
Commission so your support will be public record.  We aren't allowed to "earmark" donations for
specific candidates under Oklahoma Campaign laws but we are vocal about who we support and
who we attack.   Make PAC donations payble to the Oklahoma Tea Party PAC, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127.
 
And consider this before you donate.   A few thousand dollars carefully spent exposing a poor
voting record can completely wreck a $100,000 political campaign.  There is simply no other
organization that stretches your hard earned dollars further and gets the best impact.  We were
credited for taking down Glen Mulready's Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges by
Glen Mulready himself, we lead the fight that emasculated Speaker Kris Steele this session, and
there is no other group in the state that politicians fear as much as they fear us.
 
Help us keep the battle for decent government going, help us take it into their own districts.
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Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.
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Rodent Infestation at the Capitol
or a Botched Hair Coloring Job?

 
Holy moly, call the exterminators!   Is that a skunk or a muskrat sitting on top of Guy Liebman’s
head?   Of course the first question would be how evan a small mammal made it past Lee
Denney’s desk up to where Liebman sits without becoming a tasty snack.  I’ve heard that the
gargantuan legislator carries a full complement of barbeque tools and sauces, including a hibachi,
in her purse.  Had that been a skunk or even a possum It wouldn’t have made it past our
corpulent legislator without becoming another “little smokies” recipe to be sent out on her
Christmas card.
 

 
Okay, with nutritious rodents and tasty mammals out of consideration that leaves a botched hair
coloring job adorning the fasionmeister known as Representative Guy Liebman.
 
Call me old fashioned and out of touch with current society’s definition of “manhood” but I’ve
always looked at men that color their hair as somewhat vain and unmanly. In my opinion, the
message that is sent is that they are way too concerned about their looks.   Social mores allows
women primp and preen because like it or not, women do “compete” based on their looks.  A
good example is the behavior of men and women when they first enter a room.   When men enter
a room the first thing most of them will do is check out the women that are in the room.   Then
watch any woman when she first walks into a room, she checks out the women too… the
competition is always on their minds.
 
So is Rep. Liebman going through a mid life crisis?   Is he going to start mimicking former
legislators Wayne Pettigrew and start consorting with “low” women?  Is there a small red sports
car on order?   Well, no, it seems that our elderly statesman is being challenged by a young man
named Mike Turner who has a head full of dark hair.
 
Small things mean a lot when you are looking at people and trying to figure them out.  In this
case it is very evident that Representative Liebman, Mr. Transvestite Republican himself, is wetting
his trousers over his young challenger.
 
 
So the mystery of the dead rodent hair do is solved and we can cancel the emergency call to the
exterminator, now let’s look at this young man that has Rep Liebman trembling.
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Mike Turner is 25 years old, a solid conservative that believes in the constitution including the 2nd

Amendment and the 9th & 10th Amendments, believes in cutting spending,  is against Obama
Care, and against the soft on crime agenda that Speaker Steele pushed the last two years and
that Rep Liebman supported.   Basically Mr. Turner is the complete opposite of Guy Liebman and
hair color has nothing to do with it.
 
 
Take a look at Mike’s website and facebook page and you will see why Liebman is taking this
seriously.   Mike is young, stands for what the Tea Party stands for, and he is knocking doors in
House District 82.   Money can buy elections only when your opponent won’t work or if there is
little difference between the candidates.   Liebman has reason to panic.   You might say that Mike
has Lieberman's hair standing on end.
 
 
 

 
 

A Picture is worth a Thousand Words
 

Look closely at the face of the person shaking Barack Hussein Obama’s hand.  It is none other
than the person that puts the pachyderm in Republican, our rotund Representative Lee Denney.  
The picture was taken at the Cushing Oklahoma visit last month.   Attending the event were
numerous Democrats including:
 
 Jimmy Curry of the Oklahoma AFL-CIO    former state Rep. Debbie Blackburn, progressive activist
Susan Chambers, Oklahoma City School Board President Angela Monson, former state Sen. Bernest
Cain, former Attorney General Drew Edmondson, former state Treasurer Scott Meacham, Tulsa
civic activist Sally Frazier state American Civil Liberties Union director Ryan Kiesel, former
gubernatorial aide Steve Cortes, and state Democratic Party chairman Wallace Collins.
 
Current Democrat legislators inlcuded Rep. Dorman (D),  Judy Eason-McIntyre of Tulsa, John
Sparks of Norman, Tom Adelson of Tulsa, Al McAffrey of Oklahoma City,   Rep. Mike Shelton,
Anastasia Pittma, Jabar Shumate, Minority Leader Scott Inma, Emily Virgi,  and Danny Morgan .
 
Only two Republicans officials were present, Lee Denney of Cushing  and Commerce Secretary
Dave Lopez, a member of Governor Mary Fallin’s cabinet.
 
Denney told the press that she was “happy she got to shake his hand.  I welcomed him to my
district, and he said that we had good hospitality. So, I was very glad that we’ve been friendly to
the president.”
 
Yes you have been very friendly to Obama’s policies Representative Denney.  You supported the
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges to the bitter end, helped knock down dozens
of pro constitution bills, privacy and liberty type bills, and spending reduction bills.
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Fossil remains of the first politician
 

 
 

Liberal Education = Liberal Politician
By R. H.

 
What is it that Speaker Steele fails to recognize about conflict of interest? How is it that he gets
away with it? Representative Randy McDaniel is a Financial Advisor and Stock Broker by trade. He
has no business being appointed to any Appropriations and Budget Committee board. It creates a
conflict of interest. Mr. McDaniel you yourself should realize this and step down from the board
now.
 
Representative McDaniel is a highly educated individual. He furthered his education by attending
Georgetown University, Institute of Business and Government Affairs. This is a well-known left
wing bastion. He has not indicated what degree he obtained there. He went on to study at
Cambridge University, England, M Phil-Land Economy, again not indicating any degree he might
have obtained from this liberal bastion of thinking.
 
Representative McDaniel has served his country in the Oklahoma National Guard from 1988
through 1999. I thank you for your service. There is no indication of combat duty or awards and
decorations.
 
Let’s take a look at his legislative record for the last two years. From a first glance, he is serving
his constituents well as an average to above average legislator. In 2011 he submitted 10 bills and
1 House Joint Resolution for consideration. Of those I died in House Committee, 4 died on the
House floor, 1 died in a Senate Committee and four became law. The House Joint Resolution is still
in committee. That’s a 40% success rate. That’s a pretty good success rate. Who says having
friends in high places doesn’t help.
 
In 2012 he has submitted 7 bills and 2 House Joint Resolutions for consideration. Of those all 7
bills are on the Senate floor. It looks like he’s on a roll. Of the House Joint Resolutions, 1 is in a
House Committee and 1 is in a Senate Committee. Let’s face it; this could be a banner year for Mr.
McDaniel.
 
Let’s take a look at what Project Vote Smart has to say. You can find this information at
www.votesmart.org.
 
 
Following the typical liberal politician doctrine, he has refused to indicate where he stands on the
issues. In other words, whichever way the wind is blowing, that is the way he’ll vote.   He has
very  high RIED scores meaning that he is a State Chamber toadie. 
 
His voting record looks like something out of a State Chamber wish list, rebates for sport
franchises, industrial development bills like the Oklahoma Space Port, voting conservative only
13% of the time. 
 
Now we’ll look at his campaign finances. This information was obtained from
www.FollowTheMoney.org and www.ok.gov/ethics/crs/index.php . Both are good sources of
information.
 
Whoever decides to challenge Representative McDaniel better come with a big war chest in tow.
Mr. McDaniel had one in 2010, $172,833.00
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Now one would think that that’s a lot of money. His district does encompass Nicholls Hills. It does
cost a little more to campaign in that part of town. Let’s dig a little deeper into his finances
though.
 
With these funds available, why did he not ask the Party to utilize the funds elsewhere. Surely
these funds could have been better spent.
 
Expenditures
 
July 13, 2010 thru Aug. 9, 2010  $24.00
Aug 10, 2010 thru Oct 18 2010  $1,500.00
Oct 19,2010 thru Dec 31, 2010 $135.00
 
I guess it doesn’t take much money to run a campaign in Nicholls hills. But wait a minute. It shows
only $77,511.69 forwarded from previous campaign in this last report. Where’s the rest of the
money? This needs to be explained.
 
It is obvious why Mr. McDaniel will not sign HB 1004. His signature will cost him his position as
chair of the Economic Development, Tourism and Financial Services Chair. A position that he is in
conflict of interest of anyway. Mr. McDaniel you can begin making amends by letting all the voices
of those silenced by the Speakers intimidation is heard. Sign the discharge petition. Sign HB 1004.
 
 

 
Who CAIR's? You’d Better.

By Ms PM
  
This article is to set the stage for an article next week on the CAIR conference last weekend at the
Oklahoma City Mariott.   We staked the place out, two teams, one inside and one outside taking
pictures of people of interest that attended the event.  In particular we were looking for legislators
that were attending.   As the FBI is prohibited from dealing with CAIR as they are an unindicted co
conspirator in terrorism investigations so should our legislators be prohibited from supporting their
agenda here in Oklahoma.  But  first let’s look at how much influence that CAIR has lost in the last
two years by looking back at the same CAIR conference in 2010
 
The National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum allowed CAIR to hold their banquet back in
2010. When I had heard about this I wrote the museum with documentation enclosed, to let them
know who this organization is and what they stand for. The letter received no response and I was
as mad as an old wet hen. I placed a call to the grand poo-pa, left a message which did no good.
I wrote another letter. This time I got a response and many excuses as to why they had allowed
this to happen. The bottom line, their vetting process had turned up nothing.  I wasn't the only
one that had put a bug in his ear, many concerned citizens had done the same. Thanks to many
Oklahomans, he will not make that mistake again.
 
In this article you can get a pretty good idea of the farce CAIR portrays and which of our stunning
public servants are buying into a scam on Oklahoma and America. I found it interesting who some
of the sponsors were for this shin-dig. American Red Cross, ACLU (imagine that), Central
Oklahoma Human Rights Alliance or C.O.R.R.A., IHOP restaurant, Peace House Oklahoma City,
Quiznos Subs and The United States Census 2010.
 
Here are our great leaders....These fools attended but left no comments. Many other groups
attended and the full list can be read in the article:
 
Jari Askins , Governor Brad Henry's office, Drew Edmonson, Kenneth Corn, Shane Jett, Mike
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Shelton
 
I found their comments about CAIR more alarming. I checked the crystal ball and CAIR was once
again slapping the U.S. in the face and our ignorant servants, along with others were cheering
them on.
 
"Your dedication embodies the very essence of our society's steady pursuit of social, racial and
economic equality for all. CAIR has assisted with Norman's cultural awareness through their efforts
in helping training of our local law enforcement officials."    -Mayor Cindy Rosenthal, Norman
 
"The Council on American-Islamic Relations has a progressive agenda working toward a
comfortable assertion of their American identity."   -Senator John Sparks, District 16
"For their work in fostering the causes of peace, understanding and better community relations in
the Great State of Oklahoma and for the pride and patriotism they display towards the United
States of America and the Great State of Oklahoma."  -Senator Andrew Rice, District 46
 
"It is definitely a pleasure to work with and get to know better CAIR and its members. We share
many similar values, such as our interests in good government, our love and best wishes for our
children, and a desire for pleasant, safe communities."  -Representative Wallace Collins, District 45
 
"I recognize you and your colleagues at CAIR - Oklahoma on the deep sense of mission you bring
to your efforts, and the myriad of achievements you have accomplished in your ongoing work with
the many citizens of the state of Oklahoma."  -Representative Ryan Kiesel, District 28
"Conditions in the world today make it imperative that the people of our world must work together
to accomplish peace, establish communications and understanding."   -Representative Al
McKaffrey, District 88
 
"I applaud and commend the Council on American-Islamic Relations for its stellar efforts and
commitment in helping to ensure justice, civil rights and the ending of discriminatory practices
throughout the communities you dutifully serve."  -Representative Richard Morrissette, District 92
"The Oklahoma City Chapterof the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has worked for
the betterment and unity of people and for justice and peace in Oklahoma for many years."  -
Representative Anastasia Pittman, District 99
 
"Through the resilience of organizations such as yours, the message of peace, multiculturalism,
equal opportunity and inclusion continues to have a meaningful and positive effect on our nation." 
-Representative Mike Shelton, District 97
 
"We saw in the last election how important civic engagement was and I am thankful that CAIR
nationwide played a significant role in voter education and registration within the Muslim
community."  -Representative Jabar Shumate, District 73
 
But...do not despair, help in understand how deviant and connected this group is with known
terrorist organizations can be seen up close and personal by attending these two free, open to the
public meetings.
 
Brigitte Gabriel, ACT! for America President to speak in Yukon and Edmond. This lady knows what
she is talking about and is the leading expert on Global Islamic Terrorism.
 
1st Event:
Date: April 15, 2012, Time: 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Location: Trinity Baptist Church
  612 N. Cemetery Road,  Yukon, OK
 
2nd Event:
Date: April 16, 2012,  Time: 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM,  Location: Fairview Baptist Church                
1230 N. Sooner Rd., Edmond, OK
 
Brigitte will spell out the strategies and tactics ACT! for America is employing to effectively fight
back against these threats. You will hear first-hand how ACT! for America is successfully rolling
back the tide of radical Islam...how we are winning legislative victories...how we don't have to live
in fear or resign ourselves to the inevitability of the threats arrayed against us...and how we will
prevail.
So folks...turn off the TV, suit up and show up...you just might learn something.
 
Then there was this bill, HR 1044 authored by Representative Cox. He touts how great the
contributions by citizens of the Republic of Turkey and how much the U.S. and Turkey have in
common. You can read the bill here if you want your daily ration of crap: 
 
What I find most humorous about this bill was the amendment on February 29th by Reynolds that
states this:
 
 By striking  the language  on page 2 lines 10-14:
“WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Oklahoma Legislature to recognize the contributions of our allies
and the value of maintaining beneficial relationships with allies of the State of Oklahoma, such as
the contributions made by the Republic of Turkey and the value of our positive relationship with
this ally.”
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And inserting :
“WHEREAS, it is the policy of members in the leadership of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives to recognize the value of passing resolutions of this nature in order to continue to
receive free, unreported, extravagant trips to exotic locations paid for by unknown sources.”
 
There were no votes recorded. Did they vote?
 
 
 

 
Majority Whip or

Speaker Steele’s Lap Dog?
By R. H.

 
If there was ever a better example of the phrase “absolute power corrupts absolutely”
Representative Skye McNiel would have her picture there. She clings to her position as Majority
whip by refusing to sign HB 1004, because she knows that passage of that bill would cost her the
power that she so desperately clings to.
 
A review of her legislative record indicates that she is a tax and spend liberal RINO Republican.
She hasn’t met a tax increase or fee increase she hasn’t liked. In 2011 she submitted 9 bills and 1
House Concurrent Resolution for consideration. Of those, 1 dies in House Committee, 3 died on the
house floor, 1 died on the Senate floor and four became law. Those are indicated below:
 
HB 1008 Income Tax Credit- Liberal
HB 1953 Quick Action Closing Fund (The Governors Slush Fund) Liberal
HB 1954 Tax Credits for Business
HB 1957 Licensing and Permits for Swine Feeding Operations –Liberal
 
The House Concurrent Resolution passed. HCR 1005 Water Appreciation Day. Are you people
kidding me? Surely you have more important things to spend your time on than debating whether
or not to have a day to appreciate water. You should have your pay docked for the time wasted
debating this useless resolution.
 
In 2012 she is not doing as well. She submitted 10 bills and 1 House Resolution for consideration.
Of these 8 are still in committee, 1 is on the House floor and 1 is on the Senate floor. The House
Resolution has been adopted. This one was a resolution of “Disapproval of Federal Expenditures
for Wild Horse and Burro Program”. Can you people get real? You refuse to hear bills by
Conservative legislators, but you’ll waste time on stuff like this. It’s no wonder the state legislature
is a laughing stock around the country.
 
We did go to her vote smart web page and looked at her record. There was some very interesting
information there.
 
I also went to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission, Campaign Finance Division web site and
reviewed her C1-R filings for the 2010 Campaign year, and found what I feel are some
questionable entries. Here are a few of the ones I found.
 
Date                            Item                                         Cost                 Year to Date Cost
February 10, 2010       Christmas Cards                      $3,704.38        $20,059.62
Date                                        Item                                         Cost                 Year to Date
Cost
June 1, 2010                            Prizes for Golf Tournament    $198.21           $198.21
July 21, 2010                           Supplies for Golf Tournament            $20.00             $647.43
September 4, 2010                 Vehicle Tow                            $150.00           $150.00
August 13, 2010                      PTA Contribution                     $50.00             $50.00
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November 6, 2010                  NAACP (Donation)                   $60.00             $60.00
November 8, 2010                  Kellyville Schools (Donation)  $100.00           $100.00
November 13, 2010                Shrine Circus (Donation)         $195.00           $390.00
 
Now these entries raise some questions. Why is she buying Christmas cards in February? Did she
put on the Gulf Tournament? If not why did she spend so much money there? Was she on a
campaign trip when she had the vehicle towed? Why are the three donations attributed to the
campaign? It seems to me that if she wanted to contribute to these organizations, she would have
given the money out of her own pocket.
 
Representative McNeil, this was just a brief glance at your campaign. We know that you owe your
position to the Speaker. We know that you are a RINO Republican. We know that you approve of
the Speakers Social Justice agenda. For once do the right thing. Let the voices of your fellow
Oklahomans be heard. Sign HB 1004 so that other Representatives can have their bills heard. By
silencing Conservative Republicans, you are silencing the voices of millions of Oklahomans. Do the
right thing.
 
 

 
 Rep John Bennett and former CIA Director James Woolsey

 
Rep.  John Bennett, an American Patriot

 
 

Back around August of 2010 I met a young marine in Henryetta after a request for assistance on
his campaign against the infamous Glen Bud Smithson, one of the worst of the worst in the House
of Representatives.  John Bennett went on to win this campaign by around 500 votes if I recall
correctly, the first Republican Representative from Sequoyah County.  John stood his ground on
opening day against House leadership and became  one of our best Representatives since being
elected.
 
John’s courage and integrity earned him the top spot on the State Chamber’s Ten Most Wanted
list, a list of House members targeted for removal in 2012.  They say that in politics you are known
by the enemies you have so nothing more could speak louder on John’s impact at the Capitol.
 
So it really isn’t a huge surprise that John earned the endorsement of James Woolsey, the former
Director of the CIA.  Woolsey was in Oklahoma City for the Alliance for Vigilance banquet and I
had gotten John and the leader of the group together as a potential member of a new anti
terrorist caucus being formed at the Capitol.   During the event Director Woolsey had heard about
John’s courage and steadfast support of conservative issues, and a new alliance was struck.
 
Director Woolsey provided the following endorsement letter for John and I have no doubt that
Woolsey is going to be proud as we are of John’s political impact in the coming years.
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The battle at the Capitol will intensify toward the end of this session and it will grow white hot this
summer as the primary battles begin.   The State Chamber will throw $100,000 to John’s
opponent, they want John gone and they could care less if a Democrat regains the seat as long as
he is their boy.    Other conservative House members will face the same opposition because the
loss of as few as three conservative House seats will allow the Speaker Designate election victory
last October to be re fought.  The State Chamber knows beyond a doubt that a conservative
Speaker of the House would be their worst nightmare as more conservative bills would get heard
and more RINOs would be exposed as they were forced to actually vote on the tough issues that
our state must face in the coming years.
 
John Bennett needs your help if he is going to remain a conservative anchor in the House of
Representatives.  He will be facing someone without a bad voting record like Glen Bud Smithson
had and they will do their best to buy that House seat.   Take a look at Bennett's website and
onate to Bennett’s campaign and volunteer to knock doors for him in the coming election.    Men
like John are rare and it is even rarer to find one willing to put up with running for office so let’s
make darned sure he makes it back for the 2013 legislative session.
 

 
 

 
Bureaucrat or Politician?

By R. H.
 
They say a person’s life experiences tend to influence one’s political views. None can be more
evident than in the case of Senator Judy Eason McIntyre (D) Tulsa. She is a graduate of Booker T.
Washington High School in Tulsa. She went on to gain her Bachelors and Masters of Science
Degrees in Social Work from the University of Oklahoma. Most people will tell you that you don’t
get your Bachelors and any advanced degree from the same university. It just doesn’t enhance
your resume.
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She was chosen to serve as Democratic Whip in 2011. I congratulate her for that. She was also
selected to serve on the Select Committee on Pensions. It seems that the state’s pension fund has
$16 billion dollars in unfunded liabilities. That goes along with Democrat and Liberal Republican
politicians promising public sector unions the moon just to get their support so they can get
elected. Now the pension system is in almost as bad a mess as California’s. Thanks liberals. So
what do you do? You appoint one of the most liberal politicians in the state to a committee to
correct the problem. That’s a lot like the President stating he’d cut the budget deficit in half by the
end of his first term. We ended up with record debt.
 
Unlike a lot of college graduates, she did put her degree to good use. She worked for the
Department of Human Services, Child Welfare Division for 31 years before she retired. She
simultaneously served on the Tulsa School Board for 16 years. She served as President of the
Board for 2 of those years. I wonder how much better the lives of her clients would be if she
dedicated more time to them and less time to the school board? If not legally wrong, this is
morally wrong for her to have done. You can find more on her by going to her Senate bio page
 
 
I did manage to find a few public statements made by the Senator. One where she claimed state
workers were underpaid and under appreciated by the labor commissioner. Well as in any
organization, there is that 10% that always seem to underperform. For some reason it’s as un-
avoidable as death and taxes. What are frustrating are the cumbersome union regulations that
must be adhered to fire these individuals so that better people can be brought in and the quality
of work and the efficiency of the work product are raised. But then again the Senator has her
political donations to think about.
 
Then in a statement dated Jan5, 2011 regarding the rate increase from Ohio based AEP-PSO, she
made the following statement “Rep.Proctor and I share the belief that people should come before
politics. I encourage all Oklahomans to voice their feelings and call their Corporation
Commissioners,” Sure sounds like she’s sticking up for the little guy, except where was she when
they made this rate increase a temporary one. All they’re asking for now is to make it permanent.
This sounds like a little too late to be truly indignant.
 
I also went to her votesmart page  and did some research. I won’t go into a lot of detail, but you
are welcome to do so yourself. I will touch on some highlights.
 
Very little information has been made available on her campaign finances. This may be due to lack
of submission by a volunteer. Unlike most of her colleagues, she did take the political stance
challenge. No matter her politics, at least she took a stand. It’s with some of her votes that I really
have a problem.
 
I went to look at her local campaign finances, and found a lot more information. To get this
information go to the Ethics Commission for the individual candidate. You’ll want to look at the
schedule e.  Something is just not right here. I limited my look to an off election year of 2010 for
her. Here are a few examples of what I found.
 
Date                Name & Address                     Bene.    Expl. Of Purpose        Cost          YTD Total
Mar 29, 2010  BTW Ramblers Alumni Assoc.  Const.            Souvenir Book             $100.00  
$120.00
Feb 16, 2010   Red Lobster                             Const.              Lunch               $17.16      $68.15
Feb 1, 2010     AlphaKappaAlpha                    Const.              Dues                $330.00   $375.00
 
Somehow I don’t think that these can truly be called “campaign expenses”.
 
That’s just the tip of the iceberg. This doesn’t even cover the fact that they fail to keep a running
total on the amount spent at one service station. This is a frequent if not habitual occurrence. The
items and amounts listed and alluded to all occurred during one quarter, January 1, 2010 through
March 31, 2010. It makes one wonder how much we would find going back to her earliest
available filings.
 
Now if this is any indication of the accounting tricks the Senator plans on using to balance the
state retirement system budget, I pity our poor state retiree’s. Maybe the best course of action
would be for her to surrender her post on that committee, and just quietly not run for re-election.
Surely after reading this, the State Ethics Commission will want to scrutinize her numerous
campaign finance law violations more closely. I’m sure her constituents will.
 
Did we mention the Tulsa World would get a copy of this?
 
 
 

38831

http://t.ymlp331.net/jjqeadamjqqapaeujanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjqmafamjqqaoaeujatajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjqjalamjqqagaeujacajbju/click.php


 
 

2nd Amendment Bills at the Capitol Need Support
 

by R. H.
 

Action Alert!
Gunners may rejoice. With a little help you may finally see one of the most pro-active Second
Amendment laws in the nation passed. All it takes is a lot of phone calls to your Senators to see
that this bill passes on the Senate floor. I’m talking about HB 2522. You can read the bill here.
 
What this bill does is gives back to the gun owner the right to bear arms in public. It doesn’t
distinguish between concealed and open carried permitted individuals. It eliminates the
requirement for a concealed carry permit. The requirement is changed to “handgun license
pursuant to the Oklahoma Self Defense Act.” That is a big change. It does leave in affect the
requirement that felons are not permitted to possess firearms.
 
What are the requirements under the Oklahoma Self Defense Act you ask? Well I’ll tell you. The
Oklahoma Self Defense Act is better known as the Make My Day Law. Little known is that it is
required that an individual should receive a license to have a handgun in the house. This law is
Oklahoma Statute 21 O.S. Chapter 53 Section 1290. It explains how to apply for the license and
everything.
 
Now there is a move on to amend this bill on the Senate floor to modify this bill to read
“concealed carry.” This would again limit the constitutional rights of Americans. This amendment
should be defeated on the Senate floor.
The one disturbing portion of this bill has to do with being able to carry a weapon into an
establishment that serves alcoholic beverages. This is dangerous. Although the section indicates
that the individual is legal as long as they do not consume any alcoholic beverages, it’s more than
reasonable to assume that this section will be violated on a regular basis. Nothing is more
dangerous than a drunk with a gun. This should be modified by amendment.
 
As this bill stands coming out of the Senate committee, it differs from the House bill. Those
differences mean we will most likely see this bill head to a conference committee. The Senate bill,
as it stands coming from committee, gives more rights to gun owners than the House bill. Let’s let
the Senate bill prevail.
 
Without doubt this is a bill I can support. The only modification I would like to see is the one
concerning weapons in establishments serving alcoholic beverages. Let’s make this bill happen.
Call your Senators and Representatives using the contact info at the bottom of this newsletter. Call
often. Let’s get this done.
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In State Tuition Breaks for Illegal Aliens Passes House Committee
 

 
 
 
Now no doubt this is being pushed by the Higher Education crowd, desparate for more money to
support their high on the hog lifestyles.   No doubt with the economy stagnating they are looking
for new victims, uh, clients.
 
And it pains me to no end to see one of our conservative allies on this list of RINOs that stripped a
clause out of an otherwise good bill which allows illegals to get in state tuition breaks for higher
education and to qualify for scholarships.
 
 
Gary Banz    –   Dist 101                    Corey Holland – Dist 51
   Jadine Nollan  - Dist 66                      Cory Williams  - Dist 34
   Dennis Casey  -  Dist 35                   Sally Kern  -  Dist 84
   Marty Quinn   -    Dist  9                      Lee Denney  -  Dist 33
   Jeanie McDaniel  -  Dist 78               Todd Thomsen  -  Dist 25
 
This all revolves around SB 1624 which contained an excellent section:
 
SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma

Statutes as Section 3226.2 of Title 70, unless there is created a duplication in

numbering, reads as follows:

An individual who is not lawfully present in the United States shall not be

considered a resident and is not eligible for resident tuition or postsecondary

education benefits, including but not limited to scholarships or financial aid.
 

Action Alert!
 
The House Appropriations and Budget Subcommittee then votes to  remove Section 2
of the Senate bill.     Call  the House of Representatives switchboard at   1-800-522-
8502  or    405-521-2711 and ask your representative to vote against this bill or to add
Section 2 back into the bill while it is on the House floor.
 
And Representative Kern, what were you thinking?   Illegals are causing a lot of problems
here in Oklahoma, competing with working class Oklahomans and causing wages to
stagnate, taking up jobs that Americans would take if they paid a wage that would support
a person and allow them to contribute to their family's upkeep.  When this bill comes up on
the House floor we had better see you voting conservative.
 
 
 
=================================================================
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses. 
Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet
they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
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Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to
prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at
the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo
call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can
begin to clean up our country.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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There are three action alerts in this newsletter:
 
We need donations ASAP for robo calls
 
HB 2522 which is a good Senate version of an Open Carry bill
 
SB 1624 which is a tuition break for illegal aliens that needs defeated or amended
 
 

 
 

 
 

It’s Robo Call Season Again
We Need Money!

 
It is that time of year again folks, time to refill the political war chest so we can start hammering
the RINOs at the Capitol.   Last week we hit Senator Anthony Sykes for refusing to advance HB
15582 which would have stopped the use of Sharia law or any other form of foreign law in
American courts.    Labeled the ALAC bill, short for American Law for American Courts, the bill had
passed with bipartisan support in the House only to be left to whither in the Rules Committee by
Senator Sykes, the Senate author of the bill.  Remember that Sykes did this last year as well,
actually killing his own bill.
 
This time we called his bluff and sent thousands of robo calls into his Senate District alerting his
voters to his refusal to advance the bill.   The calls started at 2pm on Monday  and we used a new
feature that allowed voters to press 1 to be connected with the Senator's office and by 3:44
reports were coming back stating that his assistant was telling voters that Sykes had put HB 1152

38835

mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjhmacamjqqanaeujacajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjhqaxamjqqafaeujafajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjhyakamjqqanaeujaaajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjhmacamjqqanaeujacajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp331.net/jjwsaiamjqqakaeujatajbye/click.php


OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in

on the agenda for Wednesday.  In less than one hour and 45 minutes Sykes was crying
“Uncle!” and doing the right thing.
 
But forcing a bad politician to advance a bill is just the start of the process.   The bill was defeated
9 to 6 in the Senate Rules Committee with the following Senators voting against the prevention of
foreign law being used in American courts:
 
Sens. Patrick Anderson (R-Enid),
Cliff Branan ( R-Oklahoma City ),
Eddie Fields (R-Wynona),
Dan Newberry (R-Tulsa),
Jerry Ellis (D-Valliant),
Earl Garrison (D-Muskogee),
Al McCaffrey ( D-Oklahoma City ),
Judy Eason-McIntyre (D-Tulsa)
 
Four Republican Senators voted against this bill despite the passage of the State Question in 2010
that received over 70% of the vote.  More State Chamber of Commerce “ho’s” either toeing the
line with the state chamber or obeying the marching orders of the CAIR organization.
 
Suffice it to say that we have plans for these four Senators, plans that they aren’t going to like. 
But we need to raise around $12,000 to mount a serious campaign to inform the voters of their
district of their self serving voting records.  The robo calls do a tremendous job of informing votes
as the majority of them land on answering machines and a significant part of the live answer
recipients will use the Push One feature during the robo call to talk directly with the Senator’s
office.
 
So we don't often ask for money but we need to gather a lot of it in the next few months.   The
robo calls are tremendously effective in letting the locals know that their politician is acting badly
and it energizes their opponents and dries up their political donations as the locals realize just how
bad their guy is. 
 
You can donate in two ways:
 
Look for the "donate" button at our main website   or visit this link if you wish to use Paypal. 
 
Or you can send a check to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK,
73127.  
 
We aren't a non profit and this isn't a political donation, you are basically "hiring" us to spend your
hard earned money to publicize the bad voting records of some very bad politicians.  Not a single
nickel will go toward overhead or anything other than direct costs to robo call voters, drop
literature in their district, or print  yard signs exposing their bad behaviour.  This type of
expenditure is outside the Ethics Commission's reach so your donation to the Sooner Tea Party will
be 100% confidential.  We don't tell people to vote for or against a candidate when we make
these calls and drop literature, we just expose the voting record and let people decide on their
own.  Make checks payable to "Sooner Tea Party" if you want to help expose voting records of
bad politicians.
 
But if you want to spend your money doing direct attacks on bad politicians or in support of the
good politicians we have a Political Action Committee that can accept funds for that purpose.   
Corporate donations usually can't be accepted with the exception of LLCs but check before
donating to the Oklahoma Tea Party PAC.   All PAC  donations do have to go through the Ethics
Commission so your support will be public record.  We aren't allowed to "earmark" donations for
specific candidates under Oklahoma Campaign laws but we are vocal about who we support and
who we attack.   Make PAC donations payble to the Oklahoma Tea Party PAC, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127.
 
And consider this before you donate.   A few thousand dollars carefully spent exposing a poor
voting record can completely wreck a $100,000 political campaign.  There is simply no other
organization that stretches your hard earned dollars further and gets the best impact.  We were
credited for taking down Glen Mulready's Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges by
Glen Mulready himself, we lead the fight that emasculated Speaker Kris Steele this session, and
there is no other group in the state that politicians fear as much as they fear us.
 
Help us keep the battle for decent government going, help us take it into their own districts.
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Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

 
 
 

Rodent Infestation at the Capitol
or a Botched Hair Coloring Job?

 
Holy moly, call the exterminators!   Is that a skunk or a muskrat sitting on top of Guy Liebman’s
head?   Of course the first question would be how evan a small mammal made it past Lee
Denney’s desk up to where Liebman sits without becoming a tasty snack.  I’ve heard that the
gargantuan legislator carries a full complement of barbeque tools and sauces, including a hibachi,
in her purse.  Had that been a skunk or even a possum It wouldn’t have made it past our
corpulent legislator without becoming another “little smokies” recipe to be sent out on her
Christmas card.
 

 
Okay, with nutritious rodents and tasty mammals out of consideration that leaves a botched hair
coloring job adorning the fasionmeister known as Representative Guy Liebman.
 
Call me old fashioned and out of touch with current society’s definition of “manhood” but I’ve
always looked at men that color their hair as somewhat vain and unmanly. In my opinion, the
message that is sent is that they are way too concerned about their looks.   Social mores allows
women primp and preen because like it or not, women do “compete” based on their looks.  A
good example is the behavior of men and women when they first enter a room.   When men enter
a room the first thing most of them will do is check out the women that are in the room.   Then
watch any woman when she first walks into a room, she checks out the women too… the
competition is always on their minds.
 
So is Rep. Liebman going through a mid life crisis?   Is he going to start mimicking former
legislators Wayne Pettigrew and start consorting with “low” women?  Is there a small red sports
car on order?   Well, no, it seems that our elderly statesman is being challenged by a young man
named Mike Turner who has a head full of dark hair.
 
Small things mean a lot when you are looking at people and trying to figure them out.  In this
case it is very evident that Representative Liebman, Mr. Transvestite Republican himself, is wetting
his trousers over his young challenger.
 
 
So the mystery of the dead rodent hair do is solved and we can cancel the emergency call to the
exterminator, now let’s look at this young man that has Rep Liebman trembling.
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Mike Turner is 25 years old, a solid conservative that believes in the constitution including the 2nd

Amendment and the 9th & 10th Amendments, believes in cutting spending,  is against Obama
Care, and against the soft on crime agenda that Speaker Steele pushed the last two years and
that Rep Liebman supported.   Basically Mr. Turner is the complete opposite of Guy Liebman and
hair color has nothing to do with it.
 
 
Take a look at Mike’s website and facebook page and you will see why Liebman is taking this
seriously.   Mike is young, stands for what the Tea Party stands for, and he is knocking doors in
House District 82.   Money can buy elections only when your opponent won’t work or if there is
little difference between the candidates.   Liebman has reason to panic.   You might say that Mike
has Lieberman's hair standing on end.
 
 
 

 
 

A Picture is worth a Thousand Words
 

Look closely at the face of the person shaking Barack Hussein Obama’s hand.  It is none other
than the person that puts the pachyderm in Republican, our rotund Representative Lee Denney.  
The picture was taken at the Cushing Oklahoma visit last month.   Attending the event were
numerous Democrats including:
 
 Jimmy Curry of the Oklahoma AFL-CIO    former state Rep. Debbie Blackburn, progressive activist
Susan Chambers, Oklahoma City School Board President Angela Monson, former state Sen. Bernest
Cain, former Attorney General Drew Edmondson, former state Treasurer Scott Meacham, Tulsa
civic activist Sally Frazier state American Civil Liberties Union director Ryan Kiesel, former
gubernatorial aide Steve Cortes, and state Democratic Party chairman Wallace Collins.
 
Current Democrat legislators inlcuded Rep. Dorman (D),  Judy Eason-McIntyre of Tulsa, John
Sparks of Norman, Tom Adelson of Tulsa, Al McAffrey of Oklahoma City,   Rep. Mike Shelton,
Anastasia Pittma, Jabar Shumate, Minority Leader Scott Inma, Emily Virgi,  and Danny Morgan .
 
Only two Republicans officials were present, Lee Denney of Cushing  and Commerce Secretary
Dave Lopez, a member of Governor Mary Fallin’s cabinet.
 
Denney told the press that she was “happy she got to shake his hand.  I welcomed him to my
district, and he said that we had good hospitality. So, I was very glad that we’ve been friendly to
the president.”
 
Yes you have been very friendly to Obama’s policies Representative Denney.  You supported the
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges to the bitter end, helped knock down dozens
of pro constitution bills, privacy and liberty type bills, and spending reduction bills.
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Fossil remains of the first politician
 

 
 

Liberal Education = Liberal Politician
By R. H.

 
What is it that Speaker Steele fails to recognize about conflict of interest? How is it that he gets
away with it? Representative Randy McDaniel is a Financial Advisor and Stock Broker by trade. He
has no business being appointed to any Appropriations and Budget Committee board. It creates a
conflict of interest. Mr. McDaniel you yourself should realize this and step down from the board
now.
 
Representative McDaniel is a highly educated individual. He furthered his education by attending
Georgetown University, Institute of Business and Government Affairs. This is a well-known left
wing bastion. He has not indicated what degree he obtained there. He went on to study at
Cambridge University, England, M Phil-Land Economy, again not indicating any degree he might
have obtained from this liberal bastion of thinking.
 
Representative McDaniel has served his country in the Oklahoma National Guard from 1988
through 1999. I thank you for your service. There is no indication of combat duty or awards and
decorations.
 
Let’s take a look at his legislative record for the last two years. From a first glance, he is serving
his constituents well as an average to above average legislator. In 2011 he submitted 10 bills and
1 House Joint Resolution for consideration. Of those I died in House Committee, 4 died on the
House floor, 1 died in a Senate Committee and four became law. The House Joint Resolution is still
in committee. That’s a 40% success rate. That’s a pretty good success rate. Who says having
friends in high places doesn’t help.
 
In 2012 he has submitted 7 bills and 2 House Joint Resolutions for consideration. Of those all 7
bills are on the Senate floor. It looks like he’s on a roll. Of the House Joint Resolutions, 1 is in a
House Committee and 1 is in a Senate Committee. Let’s face it; this could be a banner year for Mr.
McDaniel.
 
Let’s take a look at what Project Vote Smart has to say. You can find this information at
www.votesmart.org.
 
 
Following the typical liberal politician doctrine, he has refused to indicate where he stands on the
issues. In other words, whichever way the wind is blowing, that is the way he’ll vote.   He has
very  high RIED scores meaning that he is a State Chamber toadie. 
 
His voting record looks like something out of a State Chamber wish list, rebates for sport
franchises, industrial development bills like the Oklahoma Space Port, voting conservative only
13% of the time. 
 
Now we’ll look at his campaign finances. This information was obtained from
www.FollowTheMoney.org and www.ok.gov/ethics/crs/index.php . Both are good sources of
information.
 
Whoever decides to challenge Representative McDaniel better come with a big war chest in tow.
Mr. McDaniel had one in 2010, $172,833.00
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Now one would think that that’s a lot of money. His district does encompass Nicholls Hills. It does
cost a little more to campaign in that part of town. Let’s dig a little deeper into his finances
though.
 
With these funds available, why did he not ask the Party to utilize the funds elsewhere. Surely
these funds could have been better spent.
 
Expenditures
 
July 13, 2010 thru Aug. 9, 2010  $24.00
Aug 10, 2010 thru Oct 18 2010  $1,500.00
Oct 19,2010 thru Dec 31, 2010 $135.00
 
I guess it doesn’t take much money to run a campaign in Nicholls hills. But wait a minute. It shows
only $77,511.69 forwarded from previous campaign in this last report. Where’s the rest of the
money? This needs to be explained.
 
It is obvious why Mr. McDaniel will not sign HB 1004. His signature will cost him his position as
chair of the Economic Development, Tourism and Financial Services Chair. A position that he is in
conflict of interest of anyway. Mr. McDaniel you can begin making amends by letting all the voices
of those silenced by the Speakers intimidation is heard. Sign the discharge petition. Sign HB 1004.
 
 

 
Who CAIR's? You’d Better.

By Ms PM
  
This article is to set the stage for an article next week on the CAIR conference last weekend at the
Oklahoma City Mariott.   We staked the place out, two teams, one inside and one outside taking
pictures of people of interest that attended the event.  In particular we were looking for legislators
that were attending.   As the FBI is prohibited from dealing with CAIR as they are an unindicted co
conspirator in terrorism investigations so should our legislators be prohibited from supporting their
agenda here in Oklahoma.  But  first let’s look at how much influence that CAIR has lost in the last
two years by looking back at the same CAIR conference in 2010
 
The National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum allowed CAIR to hold their banquet back in
2010. When I had heard about this I wrote the museum with documentation enclosed, to let them
know who this organization is and what they stand for. The letter received no response and I was
as mad as an old wet hen. I placed a call to the grand poo-pa, left a message which did no good.
I wrote another letter. This time I got a response and many excuses as to why they had allowed
this to happen. The bottom line, their vetting process had turned up nothing.  I wasn't the only
one that had put a bug in his ear, many concerned citizens had done the same. Thanks to many
Oklahomans, he will not make that mistake again.
 
In this article you can get a pretty good idea of the farce CAIR portrays and which of our stunning
public servants are buying into a scam on Oklahoma and America. I found it interesting who some
of the sponsors were for this shin-dig. American Red Cross, ACLU (imagine that), Central
Oklahoma Human Rights Alliance or C.O.R.R.A., IHOP restaurant, Peace House Oklahoma City,
Quiznos Subs and The United States Census 2010.
 
Here are our great leaders....These fools attended but left no comments. Many other groups
attended and the full list can be read in the article:
 
Jari Askins , Governor Brad Henry's office, Drew Edmonson, Kenneth Corn, Shane Jett, Mike
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Shelton
 
I found their comments about CAIR more alarming. I checked the crystal ball and CAIR was once
again slapping the U.S. in the face and our ignorant servants, along with others were cheering
them on.
 
"Your dedication embodies the very essence of our society's steady pursuit of social, racial and
economic equality for all. CAIR has assisted with Norman's cultural awareness through their efforts
in helping training of our local law enforcement officials."    -Mayor Cindy Rosenthal, Norman
 
"The Council on American-Islamic Relations has a progressive agenda working toward a
comfortable assertion of their American identity."   -Senator John Sparks, District 16
"For their work in fostering the causes of peace, understanding and better community relations in
the Great State of Oklahoma and for the pride and patriotism they display towards the United
States of America and the Great State of Oklahoma."  -Senator Andrew Rice, District 46
 
"It is definitely a pleasure to work with and get to know better CAIR and its members. We share
many similar values, such as our interests in good government, our love and best wishes for our
children, and a desire for pleasant, safe communities."  -Representative Wallace Collins, District 45
 
"I recognize you and your colleagues at CAIR - Oklahoma on the deep sense of mission you bring
to your efforts, and the myriad of achievements you have accomplished in your ongoing work with
the many citizens of the state of Oklahoma."  -Representative Ryan Kiesel, District 28
"Conditions in the world today make it imperative that the people of our world must work together
to accomplish peace, establish communications and understanding."   -Representative Al
McKaffrey, District 88
 
"I applaud and commend the Council on American-Islamic Relations for its stellar efforts and
commitment in helping to ensure justice, civil rights and the ending of discriminatory practices
throughout the communities you dutifully serve."  -Representative Richard Morrissette, District 92
"The Oklahoma City Chapterof the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has worked for
the betterment and unity of people and for justice and peace in Oklahoma for many years."  -
Representative Anastasia Pittman, District 99
 
"Through the resilience of organizations such as yours, the message of peace, multiculturalism,
equal opportunity and inclusion continues to have a meaningful and positive effect on our nation." 
-Representative Mike Shelton, District 97
 
"We saw in the last election how important civic engagement was and I am thankful that CAIR
nationwide played a significant role in voter education and registration within the Muslim
community."  -Representative Jabar Shumate, District 73
 
But...do not despair, help in understand how deviant and connected this group is with known
terrorist organizations can be seen up close and personal by attending these two free, open to the
public meetings.
 
Brigitte Gabriel, ACT! for America President to speak in Yukon and Edmond. This lady knows what
she is talking about and is the leading expert on Global Islamic Terrorism.
 
1st Event:
Date: April 15, 2012, Time: 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Location: Trinity Baptist Church
  612 N. Cemetery Road,  Yukon, OK
 
2nd Event:
Date: April 16, 2012,  Time: 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM,  Location: Fairview Baptist Church                
1230 N. Sooner Rd., Edmond, OK
 
Brigitte will spell out the strategies and tactics ACT! for America is employing to effectively fight
back against these threats. You will hear first-hand how ACT! for America is successfully rolling
back the tide of radical Islam...how we are winning legislative victories...how we don't have to live
in fear or resign ourselves to the inevitability of the threats arrayed against us...and how we will
prevail.
So folks...turn off the TV, suit up and show up...you just might learn something.
 
Then there was this bill, HR 1044 authored by Representative Cox. He touts how great the
contributions by citizens of the Republic of Turkey and how much the U.S. and Turkey have in
common. You can read the bill here if you want your daily ration of crap: 
 
What I find most humorous about this bill was the amendment on February 29th by Reynolds that
states this:
 
 By striking  the language  on page 2 lines 10-14:
“WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Oklahoma Legislature to recognize the contributions of our allies
and the value of maintaining beneficial relationships with allies of the State of Oklahoma, such as
the contributions made by the Republic of Turkey and the value of our positive relationship with
this ally.”
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And inserting :
“WHEREAS, it is the policy of members in the leadership of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives to recognize the value of passing resolutions of this nature in order to continue to
receive free, unreported, extravagant trips to exotic locations paid for by unknown sources.”
 
There were no votes recorded. Did they vote?
 
 
 

 
Majority Whip or

Speaker Steele’s Lap Dog?
By R. H.

 
If there was ever a better example of the phrase “absolute power corrupts absolutely”
Representative Skye McNiel would have her picture there. She clings to her position as Majority
whip by refusing to sign HB 1004, because she knows that passage of that bill would cost her the
power that she so desperately clings to.
 
A review of her legislative record indicates that she is a tax and spend liberal RINO Republican.
She hasn’t met a tax increase or fee increase she hasn’t liked. In 2011 she submitted 9 bills and 1
House Concurrent Resolution for consideration. Of those, 1 dies in House Committee, 3 died on the
house floor, 1 died on the Senate floor and four became law. Those are indicated below:
 
HB 1008 Income Tax Credit- Liberal
HB 1953 Quick Action Closing Fund (The Governors Slush Fund) Liberal
HB 1954 Tax Credits for Business
HB 1957 Licensing and Permits for Swine Feeding Operations –Liberal
 
The House Concurrent Resolution passed. HCR 1005 Water Appreciation Day. Are you people
kidding me? Surely you have more important things to spend your time on than debating whether
or not to have a day to appreciate water. You should have your pay docked for the time wasted
debating this useless resolution.
 
In 2012 she is not doing as well. She submitted 10 bills and 1 House Resolution for consideration.
Of these 8 are still in committee, 1 is on the House floor and 1 is on the Senate floor. The House
Resolution has been adopted. This one was a resolution of “Disapproval of Federal Expenditures
for Wild Horse and Burro Program”. Can you people get real? You refuse to hear bills by
Conservative legislators, but you’ll waste time on stuff like this. It’s no wonder the state legislature
is a laughing stock around the country.
 
We did go to her vote smart web page and looked at her record. There was some very interesting
information there.
 
I also went to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission, Campaign Finance Division web site and
reviewed her C1-R filings for the 2010 Campaign year, and found what I feel are some
questionable entries. Here are a few of the ones I found.
 
Date                            Item                                         Cost                 Year to Date Cost
February 10, 2010       Christmas Cards                      $3,704.38        $20,059.62
Date                                        Item                                         Cost                 Year to Date
Cost
June 1, 2010                            Prizes for Golf Tournament    $198.21           $198.21
July 21, 2010                           Supplies for Golf Tournament            $20.00             $647.43
September 4, 2010                 Vehicle Tow                            $150.00           $150.00
August 13, 2010                      PTA Contribution                     $50.00             $50.00
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November 6, 2010                  NAACP (Donation)                   $60.00             $60.00
November 8, 2010                  Kellyville Schools (Donation)  $100.00           $100.00
November 13, 2010                Shrine Circus (Donation)         $195.00           $390.00
 
Now these entries raise some questions. Why is she buying Christmas cards in February? Did she
put on the Gulf Tournament? If not why did she spend so much money there? Was she on a
campaign trip when she had the vehicle towed? Why are the three donations attributed to the
campaign? It seems to me that if she wanted to contribute to these organizations, she would have
given the money out of her own pocket.
 
Representative McNeil, this was just a brief glance at your campaign. We know that you owe your
position to the Speaker. We know that you are a RINO Republican. We know that you approve of
the Speakers Social Justice agenda. For once do the right thing. Let the voices of your fellow
Oklahomans be heard. Sign HB 1004 so that other Representatives can have their bills heard. By
silencing Conservative Republicans, you are silencing the voices of millions of Oklahomans. Do the
right thing.
 
 

 
 Rep John Bennett and former CIA Director James Woolsey

 
Rep.  John Bennett, an American Patriot

 
 

Back around August of 2010 I met a young marine in Henryetta after a request for assistance on
his campaign against the infamous Glen Bud Smithson, one of the worst of the worst in the House
of Representatives.  John Bennett went on to win this campaign by around 500 votes if I recall
correctly, the first Republican Representative from Sequoyah County.  John stood his ground on
opening day against House leadership and became  one of our best Representatives since being
elected.
 
John’s courage and integrity earned him the top spot on the State Chamber’s Ten Most Wanted
list, a list of House members targeted for removal in 2012.  They say that in politics you are known
by the enemies you have so nothing more could speak louder on John’s impact at the Capitol.
 
So it really isn’t a huge surprise that John earned the endorsement of James Woolsey, the former
Director of the CIA.  Woolsey was in Oklahoma City for the Alliance for Vigilance banquet and I
had gotten John and the leader of the group together as a potential member of a new anti
terrorist caucus being formed at the Capitol.   During the event Director Woolsey had heard about
John’s courage and steadfast support of conservative issues, and a new alliance was struck.
 
Director Woolsey provided the following endorsement letter for John and I have no doubt that
Woolsey is going to be proud as we are of John’s political impact in the coming years.
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The battle at the Capitol will intensify toward the end of this session and it will grow white hot this
summer as the primary battles begin.   The State Chamber will throw $100,000 to John’s
opponent, they want John gone and they could care less if a Democrat regains the seat as long as
he is their boy.    Other conservative House members will face the same opposition because the
loss of as few as three conservative House seats will allow the Speaker Designate election victory
last October to be re fought.  The State Chamber knows beyond a doubt that a conservative
Speaker of the House would be their worst nightmare as more conservative bills would get heard
and more RINOs would be exposed as they were forced to actually vote on the tough issues that
our state must face in the coming years.
 
John Bennett needs your help if he is going to remain a conservative anchor in the House of
Representatives.  He will be facing someone without a bad voting record like Glen Bud Smithson
had and they will do their best to buy that House seat.   Take a look at Bennett's website and
onate to Bennett’s campaign and volunteer to knock doors for him in the coming election.    Men
like John are rare and it is even rarer to find one willing to put up with running for office so let’s
make darned sure he makes it back for the 2013 legislative session.
 

 
 

 
Bureaucrat or Politician?

By R. H.
 
They say a person’s life experiences tend to influence one’s political views. None can be more
evident than in the case of Senator Judy Eason McIntyre (D) Tulsa. She is a graduate of Booker T.
Washington High School in Tulsa. She went on to gain her Bachelors and Masters of Science
Degrees in Social Work from the University of Oklahoma. Most people will tell you that you don’t
get your Bachelors and any advanced degree from the same university. It just doesn’t enhance
your resume.
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She was chosen to serve as Democratic Whip in 2011. I congratulate her for that. She was also
selected to serve on the Select Committee on Pensions. It seems that the state’s pension fund has
$16 billion dollars in unfunded liabilities. That goes along with Democrat and Liberal Republican
politicians promising public sector unions the moon just to get their support so they can get
elected. Now the pension system is in almost as bad a mess as California’s. Thanks liberals. So
what do you do? You appoint one of the most liberal politicians in the state to a committee to
correct the problem. That’s a lot like the President stating he’d cut the budget deficit in half by the
end of his first term. We ended up with record debt.
 
Unlike a lot of college graduates, she did put her degree to good use. She worked for the
Department of Human Services, Child Welfare Division for 31 years before she retired. She
simultaneously served on the Tulsa School Board for 16 years. She served as President of the
Board for 2 of those years. I wonder how much better the lives of her clients would be if she
dedicated more time to them and less time to the school board? If not legally wrong, this is
morally wrong for her to have done. You can find more on her by going to her Senate bio page
 
 
I did manage to find a few public statements made by the Senator. One where she claimed state
workers were underpaid and under appreciated by the labor commissioner. Well as in any
organization, there is that 10% that always seem to underperform. For some reason it’s as un-
avoidable as death and taxes. What are frustrating are the cumbersome union regulations that
must be adhered to fire these individuals so that better people can be brought in and the quality
of work and the efficiency of the work product are raised. But then again the Senator has her
political donations to think about.
 
Then in a statement dated Jan5, 2011 regarding the rate increase from Ohio based AEP-PSO, she
made the following statement “Rep.Proctor and I share the belief that people should come before
politics. I encourage all Oklahomans to voice their feelings and call their Corporation
Commissioners,” Sure sounds like she’s sticking up for the little guy, except where was she when
they made this rate increase a temporary one. All they’re asking for now is to make it permanent.
This sounds like a little too late to be truly indignant.
 
I also went to her votesmart page  and did some research. I won’t go into a lot of detail, but you
are welcome to do so yourself. I will touch on some highlights.
 
Very little information has been made available on her campaign finances. This may be due to lack
of submission by a volunteer. Unlike most of her colleagues, she did take the political stance
challenge. No matter her politics, at least she took a stand. It’s with some of her votes that I really
have a problem.
 
I went to look at her local campaign finances, and found a lot more information. To get this
information go to the Ethics Commission for the individual candidate. You’ll want to look at the
schedule e.  Something is just not right here. I limited my look to an off election year of 2010 for
her. Here are a few examples of what I found.
 
Date                Name & Address                     Bene.    Expl. Of Purpose        Cost          YTD Total
Mar 29, 2010  BTW Ramblers Alumni Assoc.  Const.            Souvenir Book             $100.00  
$120.00
Feb 16, 2010   Red Lobster                             Const.              Lunch               $17.16      $68.15
Feb 1, 2010     AlphaKappaAlpha                    Const.              Dues                $330.00   $375.00
 
Somehow I don’t think that these can truly be called “campaign expenses”.
 
That’s just the tip of the iceberg. This doesn’t even cover the fact that they fail to keep a running
total on the amount spent at one service station. This is a frequent if not habitual occurrence. The
items and amounts listed and alluded to all occurred during one quarter, January 1, 2010 through
March 31, 2010. It makes one wonder how much we would find going back to her earliest
available filings.
 
Now if this is any indication of the accounting tricks the Senator plans on using to balance the
state retirement system budget, I pity our poor state retiree’s. Maybe the best course of action
would be for her to surrender her post on that committee, and just quietly not run for re-election.
Surely after reading this, the State Ethics Commission will want to scrutinize her numerous
campaign finance law violations more closely. I’m sure her constituents will.
 
Did we mention the Tulsa World would get a copy of this?
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2nd Amendment Bills at the Capitol Need Support
 

by R. H.
 

Action Alert!
Gunners may rejoice. With a little help you may finally see one of the most pro-active Second
Amendment laws in the nation passed. All it takes is a lot of phone calls to your Senators to see
that this bill passes on the Senate floor. I’m talking about HB 2522. You can read the bill here.
 
What this bill does is gives back to the gun owner the right to bear arms in public. It doesn’t
distinguish between concealed and open carried permitted individuals. It eliminates the
requirement for a concealed carry permit. The requirement is changed to “handgun license
pursuant to the Oklahoma Self Defense Act.” That is a big change. It does leave in affect the
requirement that felons are not permitted to possess firearms.
 
What are the requirements under the Oklahoma Self Defense Act you ask? Well I’ll tell you. The
Oklahoma Self Defense Act is better known as the Make My Day Law. Little known is that it is
required that an individual should receive a license to have a handgun in the house. This law is
Oklahoma Statute 21 O.S. Chapter 53 Section 1290. It explains how to apply for the license and
everything.
 
Now there is a move on to amend this bill on the Senate floor to modify this bill to read
“concealed carry.” This would again limit the constitutional rights of Americans. This amendment
should be defeated on the Senate floor.
The one disturbing portion of this bill has to do with being able to carry a weapon into an
establishment that serves alcoholic beverages. This is dangerous. Although the section indicates
that the individual is legal as long as they do not consume any alcoholic beverages, it’s more than
reasonable to assume that this section will be violated on a regular basis. Nothing is more
dangerous than a drunk with a gun. This should be modified by amendment.
 
As this bill stands coming out of the Senate committee, it differs from the House bill. Those
differences mean we will most likely see this bill head to a conference committee. The Senate bill,
as it stands coming from committee, gives more rights to gun owners than the House bill. Let’s let
the Senate bill prevail.
 
Without doubt this is a bill I can support. The only modification I would like to see is the one
concerning weapons in establishments serving alcoholic beverages. Let’s make this bill happen.
Call your Senators and Representatives using the contact info at the bottom of this newsletter. Call
often. Let’s get this done.
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In State Tuition Breaks for Illegal Aliens Passes House Committee
 

 
 
 
Now no doubt this is being pushed by the Higher Education crowd, desparate for more money to
support their high on the hog lifestyles.   No doubt with the economy stagnating they are looking
for new victims, uh, clients.
 
And it pains me to no end to see one of our conservative allies on this list of RINOs that stripped a
clause out of an otherwise good bill which allows illegals to get in state tuition breaks for higher
education and to qualify for scholarships.
 
 
Gary Banz    –   Dist 101                    Corey Holland – Dist 51
   Jadine Nollan  - Dist 66                      Cory Williams  - Dist 34
   Dennis Casey  -  Dist 35                   Sally Kern  -  Dist 84
   Marty Quinn   -    Dist  9                      Lee Denney  -  Dist 33
   Jeanie McDaniel  -  Dist 78               Todd Thomsen  -  Dist 25
 
This all revolves around SB 1624 which contained an excellent section:
 
SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma

Statutes as Section 3226.2 of Title 70, unless there is created a duplication in

numbering, reads as follows:

An individual who is not lawfully present in the United States shall not be

considered a resident and is not eligible for resident tuition or postsecondary

education benefits, including but not limited to scholarships or financial aid.
 

Action Alert!
 
The House Appropriations and Budget Subcommittee then votes to  remove Section 2
of the Senate bill.     Call  the House of Representatives switchboard at   1-800-522-
8502  or    405-521-2711 and ask your representative to vote against this bill or to add
Section 2 back into the bill while it is on the House floor.
 
And Representative Kern, what were you thinking?   Illegals are causing a lot of problems
here in Oklahoma, competing with working class Oklahomans and causing wages to
stagnate, taking up jobs that Americans would take if they paid a wage that would support
a person and allow them to contribute to their family's upkeep.  When this bill comes up on
the House floor we had better see you voting conservative.
 
 
 
=================================================================
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses. 
Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet
they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
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Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to
prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at
the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo
call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can
begin to clean up our country.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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To: maryfallin ; Glenn Coffee (
Cc: denisenorthrup
Subject: Romney event for tomorrow
Date: Wednesday, August 01, 2012 7:17:25 PM

Just finished the conference call with the Romney campaign. They will eventually send us a memo but
these are my notes on the call.

The format is an "in the round" discussion in which Gov McDonnell introduces the various states and
governors, at which point Mitt Romney leads a discussion on public policy, at times throwing the
conversation to various governors. Govs will be seated at chairs. The topics are included below;
Governor Fallin's is "CUT THE DEFICIT."
The 5 "topic buckets" which are also Romney goals are:
- energy independence
- skills to succeed (education/workforce)
- trade that works for america (fighting trade abuse from countries like china)
- cut the deficit (we balanced our budgets in our states by cutting spending and living within our means
- the federal government needs to do the same)
- support small business

A note on our topic assignment: you were originally assigned to "trade that works for america." I asked
them to give us either energy or deficit and they complied.

Other notes:
- the totality of this event is supposed to be 40 minutes long, with 11 governors speaking as well as a
presidential candidate. Assuming Mitt talks for half the time, that leaves about 90 seconds for every
other governor. Good luck.
- our message on "cutting the deficit" is really simple. The federal government is heaping debt on top of
our children and grandchildren and threatening the future of this country. The way forward isn't
complicated -- governors do it all over the country. Make cuts and hard spending choices, budget
responsibly and live within your means. In Oklahoma we took a $500 million budget shortfall and closed
it, WHILE cutting taxes. We did it by trimming the fat, making some tough choices and by making
government more efficient and effective. Weve also taken a $2 savings account and turned it into
almost $600 million in rainy day savings. If we can do it in Oklahoma, they should be able to do it in
Washington. Mitt Romney is the leader who can get us there.
- they have asked to couple any messages about economic success with a mention of the fact that
happened IN SPITE of Obama's poor policies, EPA meddling, ObamaCare, constant threats of
government shut downs, etc. So "imagine how much more successful Oklahoma energy companies
could be with an administration that didnt treat oil and natural gas like a toxic waste"
- dress code is business casual
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Ron Thompson commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link.
Date: Friday, November 23, 2012 4:34:40 PM

facebook

Ron Thompson commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Ron wrote: "What the governor has done here is to make a political calculation. She knows that if she accepted
the money and cooperated with the administration she would have drawn a primary opponent and had a fight
on her hands. Now she is virtually assured of re-election. Of course that comes with a cost, which will be the
health and lives of hundreds of thousands of uninsured Oklahomans. People WILL die because of her decision
and I believe she knows it. She seems to be okay with that too. Of course this is just a temporary situation.
When Medicaid first started only six states signed up the first year. Ironically, Oklahoma was among the six that
did. Eventually every state did with Arizona being the last in 1982. It seems Arizona citizens finally got sick of
paying taxes to support health care in the other 49 states while their own hospitals were going bankrupt with
uncompensated care. The same situation will occur nationally with Obamacare. Eventually every state,
including Oklahoma, will be in full compliance."

Reply to this email to comment on this link.

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook in the
future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Travis Brauer
To: jena@galen.org
Subject: RSVP for State Leaders Call
Date: Thursday, September 06, 2012 9:19:00 AM

Ms. Persico:
 
I would like to register for Governor Gary Herbert’s conference call tomorrow on PPACA.
 
Thank you,
 
Travis Brauer
Assistant Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.522.8830
Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
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S 2105 Lieberman bill 

Significant Concerns 

Section 111 – Effect on Other Laws 

• Of concern is the preemption of states rights. It Preempts other State Cybersecurity Laws that 
which requires comparable cybersecurity practices to protect covered critical infrastructure. 

 
Sections 241-244 within Title III Clarifying and Strengthening Existing Roles and Authorities 

• Most of the sharing of information is occurring now from our state to the DHS within existing 
framework of law and procedures 

• The catch all language requiring access to receive and analyze law enforcement information, 
terrorism information and any other relevant information including information from state and 
local governments (law enforcement agencies) is similar to other language that has been put in 
to DHS bills since the Patriot Act.  It becomes problematic to implement at times because the 
agencies within DHS tasked with receiving the information has at times been non criminal 
justice agencies and they are performing functions that under other laws do not allow such 
access.  This has made implementation of the law difficult and the fact that it gives such overly 
broad access to whatever information DHS feels is relevant has also proven problematic upon 
implementation.  Congress would be wise to perhaps not cast such a wide net or direct agencies 
to work together to determine the types of information that would be relevant. 

• As usual, the sharing of information with DHS within the bill is a one way street.  Congress has 
been reminded that Homeland Security is Hometown Security so any information sharing should 
be reciprocal.  

• An additional concern is the requirement that law enforcement agencies share information 
developed on private entities and that private entities report as well.  Why this can be 
concerning is that private entities may be working with local law enforcement on a hacking 
instance and may not want that information to be widely shared as the threat may be minimal 
to them, not be an issue of national security yet the consequences of disclosing can have 
financial and other negative impacts to the private company. 

In summary, while FDLE is not opposed to sharing cybersecurity information / intelligence it receives / 
collects with DHS, as usual the devil is in the details and perhaps the idea of putting a task force 
approach to ensuring that some of these initiatives do not have any unintended consequences may be a 
better approach then creating a new center with strict requirements.  
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From: Malia Bennett
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:05:45 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OKLAHOMA STATE LEGISLATURE
 

March 8, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                      John Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk, 405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
 
                                               

SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S. Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal
health care law before proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as early as June, on a legal challenge brought by several
states alleging the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that health insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And
should the high court uphold the federal law, nuances within the majority opinion could help legislators craft the most
effective Oklahoma-based marketplace possible to defend against the imposition of a federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the Joint Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to
wait until the outcome of the Supreme Court proceedings before moving further forward with SB 1629. If the court upholds
the law, the Legislature is already prepared to continue defending against federal intervention into the Oklahoma health care
market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree on to lower the cost of healthcare, expand access and
choices to more individuals, and increase the quality of our care – all through tried-and-true principles of the free market,”
said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme Court’s repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very
serious business of addressing our healthcare challenges with solutions that expand freedom instead of government,”
Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times throughout the interim to determine the effect the law will
have on Oklahoma. Among its recommendations was to craft a state-based marketplace in order to prevent the federal
government from imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-based exchange remains our best defense against unwanted
federal intervention,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s other co-chairman. “We think we have fashioned a
good plan. We are willing to wait to ensure we have the best possible solution to protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to block ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama
rammed through a trillion dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare freedom of Oklahomans, he proved his values are
fundamentally at odds with ours,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve
healthcare freedom is far from over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the best, most realistic way to defend against a federal
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exchange. The reality is we’re not yet at the point where we absolutely have to deploy that defense,” said House Speaker Kris
Steele, R-Shawnee. “Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks to the groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
 

- 30 -
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: schedule addition
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 10:23:29 AM

Wednesday, 3/30/11
 
645 am
Interview with channel 9
Contact: 405.841.9956
location: KWTV studios, 7401 N Kelley Ave, OKC
subject: health insurance exchanges, education
 
7 am
Interview with channel 6 tulsa via satellite
Contact: 405.841.9956
Location: KWTV studios, 7401 N Kelley Ave, OKC
subject: health insurance exchanges, education
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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1 (Slip Opinion) OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

Syllabus 

NOTE: Where it is feasible, a syllabus (headnote) will be released, as is
being done in connection with this case, at the time the opinion is issued.
The syllabus constitutes no part of the opinion of the Court but has been
prepared by the Reporter of Decisions for the convenience of the reader. 
See United States v. Detroit Timber & Lumber Co., 200 U. S. 321, 337. 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Syllabus 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 

BUSINESS ET AL. v. SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF 


HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL. 


CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

No. 11–393. Argued March 26, 27, 28, 2012—Decided June 28, 2012* 

In 2010, Congress enacted the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act in order to increase the number of Americans covered by health 
insurance and decrease the cost of health care.  One key provision is
the individual mandate, which requires most Americans to maintain
“minimum essential” health insurance coverage.  26 U. S. C. §5000A.
For individuals who are not exempt, and who do not receive health
insurance through an employer or government program, the means of
satisfying the requirement is to purchase insurance from a private 
company.  Beginning in 2014, those who do not comply with the 
mandate must make a “[s]hared responsibility payment” to the Fed-
eral Government. §5000A(b)(1). The Act provides that this “penalty”
will be paid to the Internal Revenue Service with an individual’s tax-
es, and “shall be assessed and collected in the same manner” as tax 
penalties. §§5000A(c), (g)(1).

Another key provision of the Act is the Medicaid expansion.  The 
current Medicaid program offers federal funding to States to assist 
pregnant women, children, needy families, the blind, the elderly, and 
the disabled in obtaining medical care.  42 U. S. C. §1396d(a).  The 
Affordable Care Act expands the scope of the Medicaid program and
increases the number of individuals the States must cover.  For ex-

—————— 
*Together with No. 11–398, Department of Health and Human Ser-

vices et al. v. Florida et al., and No. 11–400, Florida et al. v. Department 
of Health and Human Services et al., also on certiorari to the same 
court. 
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ample, the Act requires state programs to provide Medicaid coverage 
by 2014 to adults with incomes up to 133 percent of the federal pov-
erty level, whereas many States now cover adults with children only
if their income is considerably lower, and do not cover childless adults 
at all.  §1396a(a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII).  The Act increases federal funding to
cover the States’ costs in expanding Medicaid coverage.  §1396d(y)(1).
But if a State does not comply with the Act’s new coverage require-
ments, it may lose not only the federal funding for those require-
ments, but all of its federal Medicaid funds.  §1396c. 

Twenty-six States, several individuals, and the National Federa-
tion of Independent Business brought suit in Federal District Court,
challenging the constitutionality of the individual mandate and the
Medicaid expansion.  The Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 
upheld the Medicaid expansion as a valid exercise of Congress’s 
spending power, but concluded that Congress lacked authority to en-
act the individual mandate.  Finding the mandate severable from the
Act’s other provisions, the Eleventh Circuit left the rest of the Act in-
tact. 

Held: The judgment is affirmed in part and reversed in part. 

648 F. 3d 1235, affirmed in part and reversed in part. 
1. CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS delivered the opinion of the Court with 

respect to Part II, concluding that the Anti-Injunction Act does not
bar this suit. 

The Anti-Injunction Act provides that “no suit for the purpose of 
restraining the assessment or collection of any tax shall be main-
tained in any court by any person,” 26 U. S. C. §7421(a), so that those
subject to a tax must first pay it and then sue for a refund.  The pre-
sent challenge seeks to restrain the collection of the shared responsi-
bility payment from those who do not comply with the individual
mandate. But Congress did not intend the payment to be treated as
a “tax” for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act.  The Affordable Care 
Act describes the payment as a “penalty,” not a “tax.”  That label 
cannot control whether the payment is a tax for purposes of the Con-
stitution, but it does determine the application of the Anti-Injunction 
Act.  The Anti-Injunction Act therefore does not bar this suit.  Pp. 11–
15.
 2. CHIEF  JUSTICE ROBERTS concluded in Part III–A that the indi-
vidual mandate is not a valid exercise of Congress’s power under the 
Commerce Clause and the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Pp. 16–30.

(a) The Constitution grants Congress the power to “regulate 
Commerce.” Art. I, §8, cl. 3 (emphasis added).  The power to regulate
commerce presupposes the existence of commercial activity to be reg-
ulated. This Court’s precedent reflects this understanding: As ex-
pansive as this Court’s cases construing the scope of the commerce 
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Syllabus 

power have been, they uniformly describe the power as reaching “ac-
tivity.”  E.g., United States v. Lopez, 514 U. S. 549, 560.  The individ-
ual mandate, however, does not regulate existing commercial activi-
ty.  It instead compels individuals to become active in commerce by
purchasing a product, on the ground that their failure to do so affects
interstate commerce. 

Construing the Commerce Clause to permit Congress to regulate 
individuals precisely because they are doing nothing would open a 
new and potentially vast domain to congressional authority.  Con-
gress already possesses expansive power to regulate what people do. 
Upholding the Affordable Care Act under the Commerce Clause
would give Congress the same license to regulate what people do not
do. The Framers knew the difference between doing something and 
doing nothing.  They gave Congress the power to regulate commerce, 
not to compel it.  Ignoring that distinction would undermine the prin-
ciple that the Federal Government is a government of limited and
enumerated powers.  The individual mandate thus cannot be sus-
tained under Congress’s power to “regulate Commerce.”  Pp. 16–27.

(b) Nor can the individual mandate be sustained under the Nec-
essary and Proper Clause as an integral part of the Affordable Care
Act’s other reforms.  Each of this Court’s prior cases upholding laws
under that Clause involved exercises of authority derivative of, and
in service to, a granted power.  E.g., United States v. Comstock, 560 
U. S. ___. The individual mandate, by contrast, vests Congress with
the extraordinary ability to create the necessary predicate to the ex-
ercise of an enumerated power and draw within its regulatory scope 
those who would otherwise be outside of it.  Even if the individual 
mandate is “necessary” to the Affordable Care Act’s other reforms, 
such an expansion of federal power is not a “proper” means for mak-
ing those reforms effective.  Pp. 27–30. 

3. CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS concluded in Part III–B that the individ-
ual mandate must be construed as imposing a tax on those who do 
not have health insurance, if such a construction is reasonable. 

The most straightforward reading of the individual mandate is that
it commands individuals to purchase insurance.  But, for the reasons 
explained, the Commerce Clause does not give Congress that power.
It is therefore necessary to turn to the Government’s alternative ar-
gument: that the mandate may be upheld as within Congress’s power 
to “lay and collect Taxes.”  Art. I, §8, cl. 1.  In pressing its taxing
power argument, the Government asks the Court to view the man-
date as imposing a tax on those who do not buy that product. Be-
cause “every reasonable construction must be resorted to, in order to
save a statute from unconstitutionality,” Hooper v. California, 155 
U. S. 648, 657, the question is whether it is “fairly possible” to inter-
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pret the mandate as imposing such a tax, Crowell v. Benson, 285 
U. S. 22, 62. Pp. 31–32. 

4. CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS delivered the opinion of the Court with 
respect to Part III–C, concluding that the individual mandate may be
upheld as within Congress’s power under the Taxing Clause.  Pp. 33– 
44. 

(a) The Affordable Care Act describes the “[s]hared responsibility
payment” as a “penalty,” not a “tax.”  That label is fatal to the appli-
cation of the Anti-Injunction Act.  It does not, however, control 
whether an exaction is within Congress’s power to tax.  In answering 
that constitutional question, this Court follows a functional approach,
“[d]isregarding the designation of the exaction, and viewing its sub-
stance and application.”  United States v. Constantine, 296 U. S. 287, 
294. Pp. 33–35. 

(b) Such an analysis suggests that the shared responsibility
payment may for constitutional purposes be considered a tax.  The 
payment is not so high that there is really no choice but to buy health
insurance; the payment is not limited to willful violations, as penal-
ties for unlawful acts often are; and the payment is collected solely by 
the IRS through the normal means of taxation.  Cf. Bailey v. Drexel 
Furniture Co., 259 U. S. 20, 36–37.  None of this is to say that pay-
ment is not intended to induce the purchase of health insurance.  But 
the mandate need not be read to declare that failing to do so is un-
lawful.  Neither the Affordable Care Act nor any other law attaches 
negative legal consequences to not buying health insurance, beyond 
requiring a payment to the IRS.  And Congress’s choice of language—
stating that individuals “shall” obtain insurance or pay a “penalty”—
does not require reading §5000A as punishing unlawful conduct.  It 
may also be read as imposing a tax on those who go without insur-
ance. See New York v. United States, 505 U. S. 144, 169–174. 
Pp. 35–40. 

(c) Even if the mandate may reasonably be characterized as a
tax, it must still comply with the Direct Tax Clause, which provides:
“No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion 
to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.” 
Art. I, §9, cl. 4.  A tax on going without health insurance is not like a
capitation or other direct tax under this Court’s precedents.  It there-
fore need not be apportioned so that each State pays in proportion to
its population.  Pp. 40–41.

5. CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS, joined by JUSTICE BREYER and JUSTICE 

KAGAN, concluded in Part IV that the Medicaid expansion violates 
the Constitution by threatening States with the loss of their existing 
Medicaid funding if they decline to comply with the expansion. 
Pp. 45–58. 
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(a) The Spending Clause grants Congress the power “to pay the
Debts and provide for the . . . general Welfare of the United States.” 
Art. I, §8, cl. 1.  Congress may use this power to establish cooperative 
state-federal Spending Clause programs.  The legitimacy of Spending
Clause legislation, however, depends on whether a State voluntarily 
and knowingly accepts the terms of such programs.  Pennhurst State 
School and Hospital v. Halderman, 451 U. S. 1, 17.  “[T]he Constitu-
tion simply does not give Congress the authority to require the States 
to regulate.”  New York v. United States, 505 U. S. 144, 178.  When 
Congress threatens to terminate other grants as a means of pressur-
ing the States to accept a Spending Clause program, the legislation
runs counter to this Nation’s system of federalism. Cf. South Dakota 
v. Dole, 483 U. S. 203, 211. Pp. 45–51. 

(b) Section 1396c gives the Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices the authority to penalize States that choose not to participate in
the Medicaid expansion by taking away their existing Medicaid fund-
ing.  42 U. S. C. §1396c.  The threatened loss of over 10 percent of a 
State’s overall budget is economic dragooning that leaves the States
with no real option but to acquiesce in the Medicaid expansion.  The 
Government claims that the expansion is properly viewed as only a 
modification of the existing program, and that this modification is
permissible because Congress reserved the “right to alter, amend, or
repeal any provision” of Medicaid.  §1304. But the expansion accom-
plishes a shift in kind, not merely degree.  The original program was
designed to cover medical services for particular categories of vulner-
able individuals.  Under the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid is trans-
formed into a program to meet the health care needs of the entire
nonelderly population with income below 133 percent of the poverty
level. A State could hardly anticipate that Congress’s reservation of 
the right to “alter” or “amend” the Medicaid program included the 
power to transform it so dramatically.  The Medicaid expansion thus
violates the Constitution by threatening States with the loss of their
existing Medicaid funding if they decline to comply with the expan-
sion.  Pp. 51–55. 

(c) The constitutional violation is fully remedied by precluding 
the Secretary from applying §1396c to withdraw existing Medicaid
funds for failure to comply with the requirements set out in the ex-
pansion. See §1303.  The other provisions of the Affordable Care Act 
are not affected.  Congress would have wanted the rest of the Act to 
stand, had it known that States would have a genuine choice whether
to participate in the Medicaid expansion. Pp. 55–58. 

6. JUSTICE GINSBURG, joined by JUSTICE SOTOMAYOR, is of the view 
that the Spending Clause does not preclude the Secretary from with-
holding Medicaid funds based on a State’s refusal to comply with the 
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expanded Medicaid program. But given the majority view, she 
agrees with THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s conclusion in Part IV–B that the  
Medicaid Act’s severability clause, 42 U. S. C. §1303, determines the
appropriate remedy.  Because THE CHIEF JUSTICE finds the withhold-
ing—not the granting—of federal funds incompatible with the Spend-
ing Clause, Congress’ extension of Medicaid remains available to any 
State that affirms its willingness to participate.  Even absent §1303’s
command, the Court would have no warrant to invalidate the funding
offered by the Medicaid expansion, and surely no basis to tear down
the ACA in its entirety.  When a court confronts an unconstitutional 
statute, its endeavor must be to conserve, not destroy, the legislation. 
See, e.g., Ayotte v. Planned Parenthood of Northern New Eng., 546 
U. S. 320, 328–330.  Pp. 60–61.

 ROBERTS, C. J., announced the judgment of the Court and delivered 
the opinion of the Court with respect to Parts I, II, and III–C, in which 
GINSBURG, BREYER, SOTOMAYOR, and KAGAN, JJ., joined; an opinion with
respect to Part IV, in which BREYER and KAGAN, JJ., joined; and an 
opinion with respect to Parts III–A, III–B, and III–D.  GINSBURG, J., 
filed an opinion concurring in part, concurring in the judgment in part,
and dissenting in part, in which SOTOMAYOR, J., joined, and in which
BREYER and KAGAN, JJ., joined as to Parts I, II, III, and IV.  SCALIA, 
KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ., filed a dissenting opinion.  THOMAS, 
J., filed a dissenting opinion. 
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NOTICE: This opinion is subject to formal revision before publication in the
preliminary print of the United States Reports. Readers are requested to
notify the Reporter of Decisions, Supreme Court of the United States, Wash-
ington, D. C. 20543, of any typographical or other formal errors, in order
that corrections may be made before the preliminary print goes to press. 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Nos. 11–393, 11–398 and 11–400 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

11–393 v. 
KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF HEALTH 

AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

11–398 v. 
FLORIDA ET AL. 

FLORIDA, ET AL., PETITIONERS 
11–400 v. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES ET AL. 

ON WRITS OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

[June 28, 2012] 

CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS announced the judgment of the
Court and delivered the opinion of the Court with respect 
to Parts I, II, and III–C, an opinion with respect to Part 
IV, in which JUSTICE BREYER and JUSTICE KAGAN join, 
and an opinion with respect to Parts III–A, III–B, and 
III–D. 

Today we resolve constitutional challenges to two provi-
sions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 
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2010: the individual mandate, which requires individuals 
to purchase a health insurance policy providing a mini-
mum level of coverage; and the Medicaid expansion, which 
gives funds to the States on the condition that they pro-
vide specified health care to all citizens whose income falls 
below a certain threshold. We do not consider whether the 
Act embodies sound policies.  That judgment is entrusted 
to the Nation’s elected leaders.  We ask only whether 
Congress has the power under the Constitution to enact
the challenged provisions. 

In our federal system, the National Government pos-
sesses only limited powers; the States and the people
retain the remainder.  Nearly two centuries ago, Chief 
Justice Marshall observed that “the question respecting
the extent of the powers actually granted” to the Federal 
Government “is perpetually arising, and will probably 
continue to arise, as long as our system shall exist.” 
McCulloch v. Maryland, 4 Wheat. 316, 405 (1819).  In this 
case we must again determine whether the Constitution 
grants Congress powers it now asserts, but which many
States and individuals believe it does not possess.  Resolv-
ing this controversy requires us to examine both the limits 
of the Government’s power, and our own limited role in
policing those boundaries.

The Federal Government “is acknowledged by all to 
be one of enumerated powers.”  Ibid.  That is, rather 
than granting general authority to perform all the conceiv-
able functions of government, the Constitution lists, or
enumerates, the Federal Government’s powers.  Congress
may, for example, “coin Money,” “establish Post Offices,”
and “raise and support Armies.”  Art. I, §8, cls. 5, 7, 12. 
The enumeration of powers is also a limitation of pow-
ers, because “[t]he enumeration presupposes something not 
enumerated.” Gibbons v. Ogden, 9 Wheat. 1, 195 (1824).
The Constitution’s express conferral of some powers
makes clear that it does not grant others. And the Federal 
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Government “can exercise only the powers granted to it.” 
McCulloch, supra, at 405. 

Today, the restrictions on government power foremost in 
many Americans’ minds are likely to be affirmative pro-
hibitions, such as contained in the Bill of Rights.  These 
affirmative prohibitions come into play, however, only where
the Government possesses authority to act in the first
place. If no enumerated power authorizes Congress to
pass a certain law, that law may not be enacted, even if it 
would not violate any of the express prohibitions in the 
Bill of Rights or elsewhere in the Constitution.

Indeed, the Constitution did not initially include a Bill 
of Rights at least partly because the Framers felt the enu-
meration of powers sufficed to restrain the Government.
As Alexander Hamilton put it, “the Constitution is itself,
in every rational sense, and to every useful purpose, 
A BILL OF RIGHTS.” The Federalist No. 84, p. 515 (C. Ros-
siter ed. 1961). And when the Bill of Rights was ratified, 
it made express what the enumeration of powers neces-
sarily implied: “The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution . . . are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people.”  U. S. Const., Amdt. 10. 
The Federal Government has expanded dramatically over
the past two centuries, but it still must show that a consti-
tutional grant of power authorizes each of its actions.  See, 
e.g., United States v. Comstock, 560 U. S. ___ (2010). 

The same does not apply to the States, because the Con-
stitution is not the source of their power. The Consti-
tution may restrict state governments—as it does, for 
example, by forbidding them to deny any person the equal 
protection of the laws.  But where such prohibitions do 
not apply, state governments do not need constitutional au-
thorization to act. The States thus can and do perform
many of the vital functions of modern government—
punishing street crime, running public schools, and zoning 
property for development, to name but a few—even though 
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the Constitution’s text does not authorize any government
to do so. Our cases refer to this general power of govern-
ing, possessed by the States but not by the Federal Gov-
ernment, as the “police power.” See, e.g., United States v. 
Morrison, 529 U. S. 598, 618–619 (2000). 

“State sovereignty is not just an end in itself: Rather,
federalism secures to citizens the liberties that derive from 
the diffusion of sovereign power.” New York v. United 
States, 505 U. S. 144, 181 (1992) (internal quotation
marks omitted).  Because the police power is controlled by
50 different States instead of one national sovereign, the 
facets of governing that touch on citizens’ daily lives are 
normally administered by smaller governments closer to
the governed. The Framers thus ensured that powers 
which “in the ordinary course of affairs, concern the lives,
liberties, and properties of the people” were held by gov-
ernments more local and more accountable than a dis- 
tant federal bureaucracy. The Federalist No. 45, at 293 
(J. Madison).  The independent power of the States also 
serves as a check on the power of the Federal Government: 
“By denying any one government complete jurisdiction 
over all the concerns of public life, federalism protects the
liberty of the individual from arbitrary power.”  Bond v. 
United States, 564 U. S. ___, ___ (2011) (slip op., at 9–10). 

This case concerns two powers that the Constitution 
does grant the Federal Government, but which must be
read carefully to avoid creating a general federal authority 
akin to the police power.  The Constitution authorizes 
Congress to “regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes.”
Art. I, §8, cl. 3.  Our precedents read that to mean that 
Congress may regulate “the channels of interstate com-
merce,” “persons or things in interstate commerce,” and 
“those activities that substantially affect interstate com-
merce.” Morrison, supra, at 609 (internal quotation marks
omitted). The power over activities that substantially 
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affect interstate commerce can be expansive.  That power
has been held to authorize federal regulation of such seem-
ingly local matters as a farmer’s decision to grow wheat
for himself and his livestock, and a loan shark’s extor-
tionate collections from a neighborhood butcher shop. 
See Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U. S. 111 (1942); Perez v. 
United States, 402 U. S. 146 (1971).

Congress may also “lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the
common Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States.” U. S. Const., Art. I, §8, cl. 1.  Put simply, Con-
gress may tax and spend. This grant gives the Federal
Government considerable influence even in areas where 
it cannot directly regulate.  The Federal Government may 
enact a tax on an activity that it cannot authorize, forbid,
or otherwise control. See, e.g., License Tax Cases, 5 Wall. 
462, 471 (1867). And in exercising its spending power,
Congress may offer funds to the States, and may condition 
those offers on compliance with specified conditions.  See, 
e.g., College Savings Bank v. Florida Prepaid Postsecond-
ary Ed. Expense Bd., 527 U. S. 666, 686 (1999).  These 
offers may well induce the States to adopt policies that
the Federal Government itself could not impose.  See, e.g., 
South Dakota v. Dole, 483 U. S. 203, 205–206 (1987) (con-
ditioning federal highway funds on States raising their 
drinking age to 21).

The reach of the Federal Government’s enumerated 
powers is broader still because the Constitution authorizes 
Congress to “make all Laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers.”
Art. I, §8, cl. 18.  We have long read this provision to give
Congress great latitude in exercising its powers: “Let the
end be legitimate, let it be within the scope of the constitu-
tion, and all means which are appropriate, which are 
plainly adapted to that end, which are not prohibited, but 
consist with the letter and spirit of the constitution, are 
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constitutional.” McCulloch, 4 Wheat., at 421. 
Our permissive reading of these powers is explained in

part by a general reticence to invalidate the acts of the
Nation’s elected leaders. “Proper respect for a co-ordinate 
branch of the government” requires that we strike down
an Act of Congress only if “the lack of constitutional
authority to pass [the] act in question is clearly demon-
strated.”  United States v. Harris, 106 U. S. 629, 635 (1883).
Members of this Court are vested with the authority to
interpret the law; we possess neither the expertise nor
the prerogative to make policy judgments.  Those decisions 
are entrusted to our Nation’s elected leaders, who can be 
thrown out of office if the people disagree with them.  It is 
not our job to protect the people from the consequences of
their political choices.

Our deference in matters of policy cannot, however,
become abdication in matters of law.  “The powers of the 
legislature are defined and limited; and that those lim- 
its may not be mistaken, or forgotten, the constitution is 
written.” Marbury v. Madison, 1 Cranch 137, 176 (1803). 
Our respect for Congress’s policy judgments thus can 
never extend so far as to disavow restraints on federal 
power that the Constitution carefully constructed.  “The 
peculiar circumstances of the moment may render a 
measure more or less wise, but cannot render it more or 
less constitutional.” Chief Justice John Marshall, A 
Friend of the Constitution No. V, Alexandria Gazette, July
5, 1819, in John Marshall’s Defense of McCulloch v. Mary-
land 190–191 (G. Gunther ed. 1969).  And there can be no 
question that it is the responsibility of this Court to en-
force the limits on federal power by striking down acts of
Congress that transgress those limits. Marbury v. Madi-
son, supra, at 175–176. 

The questions before us must be considered against the
background of these basic principles. 
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I 
In 2010, Congress enacted the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act, 124 Stat. 119.  The Act aims to in-
crease the number of Americans covered by health in-
surance and decrease the cost of health care. The Act’s 10 
titles stretch over 900 pages and contain hundreds of 
provisions.  This case concerns constitutional challenges to
two key provisions, commonly referred to as the individual 
mandate and the Medicaid expansion.

The individual mandate requires most Americans to
maintain “minimum essential” health insurance coverage.
26 U. S. C. §5000A.  The mandate does not apply to some 
individuals, such as prisoners and undocumented aliens.
§5000A(d).  Many individuals will receive the required cov-
erage through their employer, or from a government pro-
gram such as Medicaid or Medicare. See §5000A(f). But 
for individuals who are not exempt and do not receive 
health insurance through a third party, the means of 
satisfying the requirement is to purchase insurance from a 
private company.

Beginning in 2014, those who do not comply with the
mandate must make a “[s]hared responsibility payment” 
to the Federal Government.  §5000A(b)(1).  That payment,
which the Act describes as a “penalty,” is calculated as a 
percentage of household income, subject to a floor based on
a specified dollar amount and a ceiling based on the aver-
age annual premium the individual would have to pay for 
qualifying private health insurance. §5000A(c). In 2016, 
for example, the penalty will be 2.5 percent of an individ-
ual’s household income, but no less than $695 and no more 
than the average yearly premium for insurance that co-
vers 60 percent of the cost of 10 specified services (e.g., 
prescription drugs and hospitalization).  Ibid.; 42 U. S. C. 
§18022.  The Act provides that the penalty will be paid to
the Internal Revenue Service with an individual’s taxes, 
and “shall be assessed and collected in the same manner” 
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as tax penalties, such as the penalty for claiming too 
large an income tax refund. 26 U. S. C. §5000A(g)(1).  The 
Act, however, bars the IRS from using several of its nor-
mal enforcement tools, such as criminal prosecutions and 
levies.  §5000A(g)(2).  And some individuals who are sub-
ject to the mandate are nonetheless exempt from the 
penalty—for example, those with income below a certain
threshold and members of Indian tribes.  §5000A(e). 

On the day the President signed the Act into law, Flor-
ida and 12 other States filed a complaint in the Federal 
District Court for the Northern District of Florida.  Those 
plaintiffs—who are both respondents and petitioners here,
depending on the issue—were subsequently joined by 13
more States, several individuals, and the National Fed-
eration of Independent Business. The plaintiffs alleged,
among other things, that the individual mandate provi-
sions of the Act exceeded Congress’s powers under Article 
I of the Constitution.  The District Court agreed, holding
that Congress lacked constitutional power to enact the
individual mandate. 780 F. Supp. 2d 1256 (ND Fla. 2011).
The District Court determined that the individual man-
date could not be severed from the remainder of the Act, 
and therefore struck down the Act in its entirety. Id., at 
1305–1306. 

The Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit affirmed
in part and reversed in part.  The court affirmed the Dis-
trict Court’s holding that the individual mandate exceeds
Congress’s power.  648 F. 3d 1235 (2011).  The panel
unanimously agreed that the individual mandate did not 
impose a tax, and thus could not be authorized by Con-
gress’s power to “lay and collect Taxes.”  U. S. Const., 
Art. I, §8, cl. 1.  A majority also held that the individual
mandate was not supported by Congress’s power to “regu-
late Commerce . . . among the several States.”  Id., cl. 3. 
According to the majority, the Commerce Clause does not 
empower the Federal Government to order individuals to 
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engage in commerce, and the Government’s efforts to cast
the individual mandate in a different light were unpersua-
sive. Judge Marcus dissented, reasoning that the individ-
ual mandate regulates economic activity that has a clear
effect on interstate commerce. 

Having held the individual mandate to be unconstitu-
tional, the majority examined whether that provision 
could be severed from the remainder of the Act.  The ma-
jority determined that, contrary to the District Court’s 
view, it could. The court thus struck down only the indi-
vidual mandate, leaving the Act’s other provisions intact.
648 F. 3d, at 1328. 

Other Courts of Appeals have also heard challenges to 
the individual mandate. The Sixth Circuit and the D. C. 
Circuit upheld the mandate as a valid exercise of Con-
gress’s commerce power.  See Thomas More Law Center v. 
Obama, 651 F. 3d 529 (CA6 2011); Seven-Sky v. Holder, 
661 F. 3d 1 (CADC 2011).  The Fourth Circuit determined 
that the Anti-Injunction Act prevents courts from consid-
ering the merits of that question. See Liberty Univ., Inc. 
v. Geithner, 671 F. 3d 391 (2011).  That statute bars suits 
“for the purpose of restraining the assessment or collection 
of any tax.” 26 U. S. C. §7421(a).  A majority of the Fourth 
Circuit panel reasoned that the individual mandate’s
penalty is a tax within the meaning of the Anti-Injunction 
Act, because it is a financial assessment collected by the 
IRS through the normal means of taxation.  The majority
therefore determined that the plaintiffs could not chal-
lenge the individual mandate until after they paid the
penalty.1 

—————— 
1 The Eleventh Circuit did not consider whether the Anti-Injunction 

Act bars challenges to the individual mandate.  The District Court had 
determined that it did not, and neither side challenged that holding on 
appeal. The same was true in the Fourth Circuit, but that court 
examined the question sua sponte because it viewed the Anti-Injunction
Act as a limit on its subject matter jurisdiction.  See Liberty Univ., 671 
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The second provision of the Affordable Care Act directly
challenged here is the Medicaid expansion. Enacted in 
1965, Medicaid offers federal funding to States to assist 
pregnant women, children, needy families, the blind, the 
elderly, and the disabled in obtaining medical care.  See 42 
U. S. C. §1396a(a)(10).  In order to receive that funding,
States must comply with federal criteria governing mat-
ters such as who receives care and what services are pro-
vided at what cost. By 1982 every State had chosen to
participate in Medicaid.  Federal funds received through 
the Medicaid program have become a substantial part of
state budgets, now constituting over 10 percent of most 
States’ total revenue. 

The Affordable Care Act expands the scope of the Medi-
caid program and increases the number of individuals the 
States must cover. For example, the Act requires state 
programs to provide Medicaid coverage to adults with
incomes up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level, 
whereas many States now cover adults with children only 
if their income is considerably lower, and do not cover 
childless adults at all.  See §1396a(a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII).  The 
Act increases federal funding to cover the States’ costs in 
expanding Medicaid coverage, although States will bear a 
portion of the costs on their own. §1396d(y)(1). If a State 
does not comply with the Act’s new coverage require-
ments, it may lose not only the federal funding for those
requirements, but all of its federal Medicaid funds.  See 
§1396c.

Along with their challenge to the individual mandate,
the state plaintiffs in the Eleventh Circuit argued that the 
Medicaid expansion exceeds Congress’s constitutional 

—————— 

F. 3d, at 400–401.  The Sixth Circuit and the D. C. Circuit considered 
the question but determined that the Anti-Injunction Act did not apply.
See Thomas More, 651 F. 3d, at 539–540 (CA6); Seven-Sky, 661 F. 3d, 
at 5–14 (CADC). 
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powers. The Court of Appeals unanimously held that the
Medicaid expansion is a valid exercise of Congress’s power 
under the Spending Clause.  U. S. Const., Art. I, §8, cl. 1. 
And the court rejected the States’ claim that the threat-
ened loss of all federal Medicaid funding violates the
Tenth Amendment by coercing them into complying with
the Medicaid expansion. 648 F. 3d, at 1264, 1268. 

We granted certiorari to review the judgment of the
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit with respect to
both the individual mandate and the Medicaid expansion. 
565 U. S. ___ (2011).  Because no party supports the Elev-
enth Circuit’s holding that the individual mandate can
be completely severed from the remainder of the Affordable
Care Act, we appointed an amicus curiae to defend that 
aspect of the judgment below. And because there is a 
reasonable argument that the Anti-Injunction Act de-
prives us of jurisdiction to hear challenges to the individ-
ual mandate, but no party supports that proposition, we
appointed an amicus curiae to advance it.2 

II 
Before turning to the merits, we need to be sure we have 

the authority to do so. The Anti-Injunction Act provides 
that “no suit for the purpose of restraining the assessment
or collection of any tax shall be maintained in any court 
by any person, whether or not such person is the per-
son against whom such tax was assessed.”  26 U. S. C. 
§7421(a). This statute protects the Government’s ability
to collect a consistent stream of revenue, by barring litiga-
tion to enjoin or otherwise obstruct the collection of taxes. 
Because of the Anti-Injunction Act, taxes can ordinarily be 

—————— 
2 We appointed H. Bartow Farr III to brief and argue in support of the

Eleventh Circuit’s judgment with respect to severability, and Robert A.
Long to brief and argue the proposition that the Anti-Injunction Act 
bars the current challenges to the individual mandate.  565 U. S. ___ 
(2011).  Both amici have ably discharged their assigned responsibilities. 
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challenged only after they are paid, by suing for a refund.
See Enochs v. Williams Packing & Nav. Co., 370 U. S. 1, 
7–8 (1962).

The penalty for not complying with the Affordable Care
Act’s individual mandate first becomes enforceable in 
2014. The present challenge to the mandate thus seeks to 
restrain the penalty’s future collection.  Amicus contends 
that the Internal Revenue Code treats the penalty as a
tax, and that the Anti-Injunction Act therefore bars this
suit. 

The text of the pertinent statutes suggests otherwise.
The Anti-Injunction Act applies to suits “for the purpose
of restraining the assessment or collection of any tax.” 
§7421(a) (emphasis added).  Congress, however, chose to
describe the “[s]hared responsibility payment” imposed on
those who forgo health insurance not as a “tax,” but as a
“penalty.”  §§5000A(b), (g)(2).  There is no immediate 
reason to think that a statute applying to “any tax” would
apply to a “penalty.”

Congress’s decision to label this exaction a “penalty”
rather than a “tax” is significant because the Affordable
Care Act describes many other exactions it creates as
“taxes.” See Thomas More, 651 F. 3d, at 551.  Where 
Congress uses certain language in one part of a statute
and different language in another, it is generally pre-
sumed that Congress acts intentionally. See Russello v. 
United States, 464 U. S. 16, 23 (1983). 

Amicus argues that even though Congress did not label 
the shared responsibility payment a tax, we should treat it
as such under the Anti-Injunction Act because it functions
like a tax. It is true that Congress cannot change whether 
an exaction is a tax or a penalty for constitutional pur-
poses simply by describing it as one or the other.  Congress
may not, for example, expand its power under the Taxing
Clause, or escape the Double Jeopardy Clause’s constraint 
on criminal sanctions, by labeling a severe financial pun-
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ishment a “tax.” See Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co., 259 
U. S. 20, 36–37 (1922); Department of Revenue of Mont. v. 
Kurth Ranch, 511 U. S. 767, 779 (1994). 

The Anti-Injunction Act and the Affordable Care Act,
however, are creatures of Congress’s own creation.  How 
they relate to each other is up to Congress, and the best
evidence of Congress’s intent is the statutory text.  We 
have thus applied the Anti-Injunction Act to statutorily 
described “taxes” even where that label was inaccurate. 
See Bailey v. George, 259 U. S. 16 (1922) (Anti-Injunction
Act applies to “Child Labor Tax” struck down as exceeding 
Congress’s taxing power in Drexel Furniture).

Congress can, of course, describe something as a penalty 
but direct that it nonetheless be treated as a tax for pur-
poses of the Anti-Injunction Act. For example, 26 U. S. C. 
§6671(a) provides that “any reference in this title to ‘tax’ 
imposed by this title shall be deemed also to refer to the 
penalties and liabilities provided by” subchapter 68B of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Penalties in subchapter 68B 
are thus treated as taxes under Title 26, which includes 
the Anti-Injunction Act. The individual mandate, how-
ever, is not in subchapter 68B of the Code.  Nor does any
other provision state that references to taxes in Title 26 
shall also be “deemed” to apply to the individual mandate. 

Amicus attempts to show that Congress did render the
Anti-Injunction Act applicable to the individual mandate,
albeit by a more circuitous route. Section 5000A(g)(1) spec-
ifies that the penalty for not complying with the man- 
date “shall be assessed and collected in the same manner 
as an assessable penalty under subchapter B of chapter 
68.” Assessable penalties in subchapter 68B, in turn,
“shall be assessed and collected in the same manner as 
taxes.” §6671(a). According to amicus, by directing that
the penalty be “assessed and collected in the same man-
ner as taxes,” §5000A(g)(1) made the Anti-Injunction Act 
applicable to this penalty. 
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The Government disagrees.  It argues that §5000A(g)(1) 
does not direct courts to apply the Anti-Injunction Act,
because §5000A(g) is a directive only to the Secretary of 
the Treasury to use the same “ ‘methodology and proce-
dures’ ” to collect the penalty that he uses to collect taxes. 
Brief for United States 32–33 (quoting Seven-Sky, 661 
F. 3d, at 11).

We think the Government has the better reading. As 
it observes, “Assessment” and “Collection” are chapters of 
the Internal Revenue Code providing the Secretary author-
ity to assess and collect taxes, and generally specifying
the means by which he shall do so.  See §6201 (assess-
ment authority); §6301 (collection authority).  Section 
5000A(g)(1)’s command that the penalty be “assessed and 
collected in the same manner” as taxes is best read as 
referring to those chapters and giving the Secretary the
same authority and guidance with respect to the penalty. 
That interpretation is consistent with the remainder of
§5000A(g), which instructs the Secretary on the tools he
may use to collect the penalty.  See §5000A(g)(2)(A) (bar-
ring criminal prosecutions); §5000A(g)(2)(B) (prohibiting 
the Secretary from using notices of lien and levies).  The 
Anti-Injunction Act, by contrast, says nothing about the 
procedures to be used in assessing and collecting taxes. 

Amicus argues in the alternative that a different section
of the Internal Revenue Code requires courts to treat the 
penalty as a tax under the Anti-Injunction Act. Section 
6201(a) authorizes the Secretary to make “assessments of 
all taxes (including interest, additional amounts, additions
to the tax, and assessable penalties).” (Emphasis added.) 
Amicus contends that the penalty must be a tax, because
it is an assessable penalty and §6201(a) says that taxes
include assessable penalties.

That argument has force only if §6201(a) is read in
isolation. The Code contains many provisions treating
taxes and assessable penalties as distinct terms.  See, e.g., 
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§§860(h)(1), 6324A(a), 6601(e)(1)–(2), 6602, 7122(b).  There 
would, for example, be no need for §6671(a) to deem “tax”
to refer to certain assessable penalties if the Code al-
ready included all such penalties in the term “tax.”  In-
deed, amicus’s earlier observation that the Code requires
assessable penalties to be assessed and collected “in the
same manner as taxes” makes little sense if assessable 
penalties are themselves taxes.  In light of the Code’s 
consistent distinction between the terms “tax” and “as-
sessable penalty,” we must accept the Government’s in-
terpretation: §6201(a) instructs the Secretary that his 
authority to assess taxes includes the authority to assess
penalties, but it does not equate assessable penalties to
taxes for other purposes.

The Affordable Care Act does not require that the pen-
alty for failing to comply with the individual mandate be
treated as a tax for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act.
The Anti-Injunction Act therefore does not apply to this
suit, and we may proceed to the merits. 

III 
The Government advances two theories for the proposi-

tion that Congress had constitutional authority to enact 
the individual mandate. First, the Government argues
that Congress had the power to enact the mandate under 
the Commerce Clause. Under that theory, Congress may
order individuals to buy health insurance because the
failure to do so affects interstate commerce, and could un-
dercut the Affordable Care Act’s other reforms. Second, 
the Government argues that if the commerce power does 
not support the mandate, we should nonetheless uphold it
as an exercise of Congress’s power to tax.  According to the 
Government, even if Congress lacks the power to direct
individuals to buy insurance, the only effect of the indi-
vidual mandate is to raise taxes on those who do not do so, 
and thus the law may be upheld as a tax. 
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A 
The Government’s first argument is that the individual 

mandate is a valid exercise of Congress’s power under the 
Commerce Clause and the Necessary and Proper Clause. 
According to the Government, the health care market is
characterized by a significant cost-shifting problem.  Every-
one will eventually need health care at a time and to an 
extent they cannot predict, but if they do not have insur-
ance, they often will not be able to pay for it.  Because 
state and federal laws nonetheless require hospitals to
provide a certain degree of care to individuals without 
regard to their ability to pay, see, e.g., 42 U. S. C. §1395dd; 
Fla. Stat. Ann. §395.1041, hospitals end up receiving 
compensation for only a portion of the services they pro-
vide. To recoup the losses, hospitals pass on the cost to
insurers through higher rates, and insurers, in turn, pass
on the cost to policy holders in the form of higher pre-
miums. Congress estimated that the cost of uncompen-
sated care raises family health insurance premiums, on
average, by over $1,000 per year.  42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(F).

In the Affordable Care Act, Congress addressed the
problem of those who cannot obtain insurance coverage
because of preexisting conditions or other health issues.  It 
did so through the Act’s “guaranteed-issue” and “community- 
rating” provisions.  These provisions together prohibit in-
surance companies from denying coverage to those with 
such conditions or charging unhealthy individuals higher 
premiums than healthy individuals.  See §§300gg, 300gg–1, 
300gg–3, 300gg–4. 

The guaranteed-issue and community-rating reforms do
not, however, address the issue of healthy individuals who
choose not to purchase insurance to cover potential health
care needs. In fact, the reforms sharply exacerbate that
problem, by providing an incentive for individuals to delay
purchasing health insurance until they become sick, rely-
ing on the promise of guaranteed and affordable coverage. 
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The reforms also threaten to impose massive new costs on 
insurers, who are required to accept unhealthy individuals 
but prohibited from charging them rates necessary to pay
for their coverage. This will lead insurers to significantly 
increase premiums on everyone.  See Brief for America’s 
Health Insurance Plans et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11– 
393 etc. 8–9. 

The individual mandate was Congress’s solution to
these problems. By requiring that individuals purchase
health insurance, the mandate prevents cost-shifting by
those who would otherwise go without it.  In addition, the 
mandate forces into the insurance risk pool more healthy
individuals, whose premiums on average will be higher 
than their health care expenses.  This allows insurers to 
subsidize the costs of covering the unhealthy individuals 
the reforms require them to accept.  The Government 
claims that Congress has power under the Commerce and
Necessary and Proper Clauses to enact this solution. 

1 
The Government contends that the individual mandate 

is within Congress’s power because the failure to pur-
chase insurance “has a substantial and deleterious effect 
on interstate commerce” by creating the cost-shifting prob-
lem. Brief for United States 34. The path of our Com-
merce Clause decisions has not always run smooth, see 
United States v. Lopez, 514 U. S. 549, 552–559 (1995), but 
it is now well established that Congress has broad author-
ity under the Clause.  We have recognized, for example, 
that “[t]he power of Congress over interstate commerce is 
not confined to the regulation of commerce among the
states,” but extends to activities that “have a substantial 
effect on interstate commerce.”  United States v. Darby, 
312 U. S. 100, 118–119 (1941).  Congress’s power, more-
over, is not limited to regulation of an activity that by itself
substantially affects interstate commerce, but also extends 
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to activities that do so only when aggregated with similar 
activities of others. See Wickard, 317 U. S., at 127–128. 

Given its expansive scope, it is no surprise that Con-
gress has employed the commerce power in a wide variety 
of ways to address the pressing needs of the time.  But 
Congress has never attempted to rely on that power to
compel individuals not engaged in commerce to purchase
an unwanted product.3  Legislative novelty is not nec-
essarily fatal; there is a first time for everything.  But 
sometimes “the most telling indication of [a] severe con-
stitutional problem . . . is the lack of historical precedent” 
for Congress’s action.  Free Enterprise Fund v. Public Com-
pany Accounting Oversight Bd., 561 U. S. ___, ___ (2010) 
(slip op., at 25) (internal quotation marks omitted).  At the 
very least, we should “pause to consider the implications of
the Government’s arguments” when confronted with such 
new conceptions of federal power. Lopez, supra, at 564. 

The Constitution grants Congress the power to “regulate 
Commerce.” Art. I, §8, cl. 3 (emphasis added).  The power 
to regulate commerce presupposes the existence of com-
mercial activity to be regulated.  If the power to “regulate”
something included the power to create it, many of the
provisions in the Constitution would be superfluous. For 
example, the Constitution gives Congress the power to
“coin Money,” in addition to the power to “regulate the 
Value thereof.” Id., cl. 5.  And it gives Congress the power 
—————— 

3 The examples of other congressional mandates cited by JUSTICE 

GINSBURG, post, at 35, n. 10 (opinion concurring in part, concurring in 
judgment in part, and dissenting in part), are not to the contrary.  Each 
of those mandates—to report for jury duty, to register for the draft, to
purchase firearms in anticipation of militia service, to exchange gold
currency for paper currency, and to file a tax return—are based on 
constitutional provisions other than the Commerce Clause.  See Art. I, 
§8, cl. 9 (to “constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court”); id., 
cl. 12 (to “raise and support Armies”); id., cl. 16 (to “provide for organiz-
ing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia”); id., cl. 5 (to “coin Money”); 
id., cl. 1 (to “lay and collect Taxes”). 
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to “raise and support Armies” and to “provide and main-
tain a Navy,” in addition to the power to “make Rules 
for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval
Forces.” Id., cls. 12–14.  If the power to regulate the 
armed forces or the value of money included the power to 
bring the subject of the regulation into existence, the
specific grant of such powers would have been unneces-
sary. The language of the Constitution reflects the natu-
ral understanding that the power to regulate assumes
there is already something to be regulated.  See Gibbons, 9 
Wheat., at 188 (“[T]he enlightened patriots who framed 
our constitution, and the people who adopted it, must be 
understood to have employed words in their natural sense, 
and to have intended what they have said”).4 

Our precedent also reflects this understanding.  As 
expansive as our cases construing the scope of the com-
merce power have been, they all have one thing in com-
mon: They uniformly describe the power as reaching 
“activity.” It is nearly impossible to avoid the word when
quoting them. See, e.g., Lopez, supra, at 560 (“Where 
economic activity substantially affects interstate com-
merce, legislation regulating that activity will be sus-

—————— 
4 JUSTICE GINSBURG suggests that “at the time the Constitution was

framed, to ‘regulate’ meant, among other things, to require action.” 
Post, at 23 (citing Seven-Sky v. Holder, 661 F. 3d 1, 16 (CADC 2011); 
brackets and some internal quotation marks omitted).  But to reach 
this conclusion, the case cited by JUSTICE GINSBURG relied on a diction-
ary in which “[t]o order; to command” was the fifth-alternative defini-
tion of “to direct,” which was itself the second-alternative definition of 
“to regulate.” See Seven-Sky, supra, at 16 (citing S. Johnson, Diction-
ary of the English Language (4th ed. 1773) (reprinted 1978)).  It is 
unlikely that the Framers had such an obscure meaning in mind when
they used the word “regulate.”  Far more commonly, “[t]o regulate”
meant “[t]o adjust by rule or method,” which presupposes something to 
adjust.  2 Johnson, supra, at 1619; see also Gibbons, 9 Wheat., at 196 
(defining the commerce power as the power “to prescribe the rule by 
which commerce is to be governed”). 
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tained”); Perez, 402 U. S., at 154 (“Where the class of 
activities is regulated and that class is within the reach of 
federal power, the courts have no power to excise, as triv-
ial, individual instances of the class” (emphasis in original; 
internal quotation marks omitted)); Wickard, supra, at 
125 (“[E]ven if appellee’s activity be local and though it 
may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever
its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a substan-
tial economic effect on interstate commerce”); NLRB v. 
Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp., 301 U. S. 1, 37 (1937) (“Al-
though activities may be intrastate in character when
separately considered, if they have such a close and sub-
stantial relation to interstate commerce that their control 
is essential or appropriate to protect that commerce from
burdens and obstructions, Congress cannot be denied the
power to exercise that control”); see also post, at 15, 25–26, 
28, 32 (GINSBURG, J., concurring in part, concurring in 
judgment in part, and dissenting in part).5 

The individual mandate, however, does not regulate
existing commercial activity. It instead compels individ-
uals to become active in commerce by purchasing a product,
on the ground that their failure to do so affects interstate 
commerce.  Construing the Commerce Clause to permit Con-
gress to regulate individuals precisely because they are
doing nothing would open a new and potentially vast do-
main to congressional authority. Every day individuals do
not do an infinite number of things.  In some cases they 
—————— 

5 JUSTICE GINSBURG cites two eminent domain cases from the 1890s to 
support the proposition that our case law does not “toe the activity
versus inactivity line.”  Post, at 24–25 (citing Monongahela Nav. Co. v. 
United States, 148 U. S. 312, 335–337 (1893), and Cherokee Nation v. 
Southern Kansas R. Co., 135 U. S. 641, 657–659 (1890)).  The fact that 
the Fifth Amendment requires the payment of just compensation
when the Government exercises its power of eminent domain does not 
turn the taking into a commercial transaction between the landowner 
and the Government, let alone a government-compelled transaction
between the landowner and a third party. 
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decide not to do something; in others they simply fail to
do it. Allowing Congress to justify federal regulation by
pointing to the effect of inaction on commerce would bring
countless decisions an individual could potentially make 
within the scope of federal regulation, and—under the 
Government’s theory—empower Congress to make those
decisions for him. 

Applying the Government’s logic to the familiar case of 
Wickard v. Filburn shows how far that logic would carry
us from the notion of a government of limited powers. In 
Wickard, the Court famously upheld a federal penalty im-
posed on a farmer for growing wheat for consumption 
on his own farm.  317 U. S., at 114–115, 128–129.  That 
amount of wheat caused the farmer to exceed his quota 
under a program designed to support the price of wheat by 
limiting supply. The Court rejected the farmer’s argument
that growing wheat for home consumption was beyond the 
reach of the commerce power. It did so on the ground that
the farmer’s decision to grow wheat for his own use al-
lowed him to avoid purchasing wheat in the market.  That 
decision, when considered in the aggregate along with sim-
ilar decisions of others, would have had a substantial ef-
fect on the interstate market for wheat.  Id., at 127–129. 

Wickard has long been regarded as “perhaps the most 
far reaching example of Commerce Clause authority over 
intrastate activity,” Lopez, 514 U. S., at 560, but the Gov-
ernment’s theory in this case would go much further.
Under Wickard it is within Congress’s power to regulate 
the market for wheat by supporting its price.  But price 
can be supported by increasing demand as well as by
decreasing supply. The aggregated decisions of some
consumers not to purchase wheat have a substantial effect 
on the price of wheat, just as decisions not to purchase
health insurance have on the price of insurance.  Congress
can therefore command that those not buying wheat do so,
just as it argues here that it may command that those not 
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buying health insurance do so. The farmer in Wickard 
was at least actively engaged in the production of wheat, 
and the Government could regulate that activity because 
of its effect on commerce. The Government’s theory here
would effectively override that limitation, by establishing 
that individuals may be regulated under the Commerce
Clause whenever enough of them are not doing something 
the Government would have them do. 

Indeed, the Government’s logic would justify a manda-
tory purchase to solve almost any problem.  See Seven-Sky, 
661 F. 3d, at 14–15 (noting the Government’s inability
to “identify any mandate to purchase a product or ser- 
vice in interstate commerce that would be unconstitu-
tional” under its theory of the commerce power).  To 
consider a different example in the health care market, many 
Americans do not eat a balanced diet. That group makes 
up a larger percentage of the total population than those 
without health insurance.  See, e.g., Dept. of Agriculture 
and Dept. of Health and Human Services, Dietary Guide-
lines for Americans 1 (2010).  The failure of that group 
to have a healthy diet increases health care costs, to a
greater extent than the failure of the uninsured to pur-
chase insurance. See, e.g., Finkelstein, Trogdon, Cohen, & 
Dietz, Annual Medical Spending Attributable to Obesity: 
Payer- and Service-Specific Estimates, 28 Health Affairs
w822 (2009) (detailing the “undeniable link between ris-
ing rates of obesity and rising medical spending,” and esti-
mating that “the annual medical burden of obesity has
risen to almost 10 percent of all medical spending and 
could amount to $147 billion per year in 2008”).  Those in-
creased costs are borne in part by other Americans who 
must pay more, just as the uninsured shift costs to the 
insured. See Center for Applied Ethics, Voluntary Health 
Risks: Who Should Pay?, 6 Issues in Ethics 6 (1993) (not-
ing “overwhelming evidence that individuals with un-
healthy habits pay only a fraction of the costs associated 
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with their behaviors; most of the expense is borne by the 
rest of society in the form of higher insurance premiums,
government expenditures for health care, and disability 
benefits”). Congress addressed the insurance problem by 
ordering everyone to buy insurance. Under the Gov-
ernment’s theory, Congress could address the diet problem 
by ordering everyone to buy vegetables.  See Dietary
Guidelines, supra, at 19 (“Improved nutrition, appropriate
eating behaviors, and increased physical activity have tre-
mendous potential to . . . reduce health care costs”).

People, for reasons of their own, often fail to do things
that would be good for them or good for society.  Those 
failures—joined with the similar failures of others—can
readily have a substantial effect on interstate commerce. 
Under the Government’s logic, that authorizes Congress to 
use its commerce power to compel citizens to act as the 
Government would have them act. 

That is not the country the Framers of our Constitution
envisioned.  James Madison explained that the Commerce
Clause was “an addition which few oppose and from which
no apprehensions are entertained.” The Federalist No. 45, 
at 293. While Congress’s authority under the Commerce 
Clause has of course expanded with the growth of the
national economy, our cases have “always recognized that 
the power to regulate commerce, though broad indeed, has 
limits.” Maryland v. Wirtz, 392 U. S. 183, 196 (1968).  The 
Government’s theory would erode those limits, permitting 
Congress to reach beyond the natural extent of its author-
ity, “everywhere extending the sphere of its activity and
drawing all power into its impetuous vortex.”  The Feder-
alist No. 48, at 309 (J. Madison).  Congress already enjoys
vast power to regulate much of what we do.  Accepting 
the Government’s theory would give Congress the same
license to regulate what we do not do, fundamentally 
changing the relation between the citizen and the Federal 

38884



 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

24 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
 BUSINESS v. SEBELIUS 

Opinion of ROBERTS, C. J. 

Government.6 

To an economist, perhaps, there is no difference between 
activity and inactivity; both have measurable economic 
effects on commerce. But the distinction between doing
something and doing nothing would not have been lost on 
the Framers, who were “practical statesmen,” not meta-
physical philosophers. Industrial Union Dept., AFL–CIO 
v. American Petroleum Institute, 448 U. S. 607, 673 (1980) 
(Rehnquist, J., concurring in judgment). As we have ex-
plained, “the framers of the Constitution were not mere
visionaries, toying with speculations or theories, but 
practical men, dealing with the facts of political life as 
they understood them, putting into form the government 
they were creating, and prescribing in language clear 
and intelligible the powers that government was to take.” 
South Carolina v. United States, 199 U. S. 437, 449 (1905). 
The Framers gave Congress the power to regulate com-
merce, not to compel it, and for over 200 years both our 
decisions and Congress’s actions have reflected this un-
derstanding. There is no reason to depart from that un-
derstanding now.

The Government sees things differently.  It argues that
because sickness and injury are unpredictable but una-
voidable, “the uninsured as a class are active in the mar-
ket for health care, which they regularly seek and obtain.”
Brief for United States 50.  The individual mandate 
“merely regulates how individuals finance and pay for that 

—————— 
6 In an attempt to recast the individual mandate as a regulation of 

commercial activity, JUSTICE GINSBURG suggests that “[a]n individual
who opts not to purchase insurance from a private insurer can be seen 
as actively selecting another form of insurance: self-insurance.”  Post, at 
26. But “self-insurance” is, in this context, nothing more than a de-
scription of the failure to purchase insurance.  Individuals are no more 
“activ[e] in the self-insurance market” when they fail to purchase 
insurance, ibid., than they are active in the “rest” market when doing 
nothing. 
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active participation—requiring that they do so through
insurance, rather than through attempted self-insurance
with the back-stop of shifting costs to others.”  Ibid. 

The Government repeats the phrase “active in the mar-
ket for health care” throughout its brief, see id., at 7, 18, 
34, 50, but that concept has no constitutional significance.
An individual who bought a car two years ago and may 
buy another in the future is not “active in the car market”
in any pertinent sense. The phrase “active in the market”
cannot obscure the fact that most of those regulated by
the individual mandate are not currently engaged in any 
commercial activity involving health care, and that fact is
fatal to the Government’s effort to “regulate the uninsured 
as a class.” Id., at 42. Our precedents recognize Con-
gress’s power to regulate “class[es] of activities,” Gonzales 
v. Raich, 545 U. S. 1, 17 (2005) (emphasis added), not 
classes of individuals, apart from any activity in which
they are engaged, see, e.g., Perez, 402 U. S., at 153 (“Peti-
tioner is clearly a member of the class which engages in
‘extortionate credit transactions’ . . .” (emphasis deleted)).

The individual mandate’s regulation of the uninsured as
a class is, in fact, particularly divorced from any link to
existing commercial activity. The mandate primarily
affects healthy, often young adults who are less likely to
need significant health care and have other priorities for
spending their money.  It is precisely because these indi-
viduals, as an actuarial class, incur relatively low health
care costs that the mandate helps counter the effect of
forcing insurance companies to cover others who impose
greater costs than their premiums are allowed to reflect.
See 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(I) (recognizing that the mandate
would “broaden the health insurance risk pool to include 
healthy individuals, which will lower health insurance 
premiums”). If the individual mandate is targeted at a 
class, it is a class whose commercial inactivity rather than
activity is its defining feature. 
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The Government, however, claims that this does not 
matter. The Government regards it as sufficient to trigger
Congress’s authority that almost all those who are unin-
sured will, at some unknown point in the future, engage
in a health care transaction.  Asserting that “[t]here is no 
temporal limitation in the Commerce Clause,” the Gov-
ernment argues that because “[e]veryone subject to this 
regulation is in or will be in the health care market,” they 
can be “regulated in advance.” Tr. of Oral Arg. 109 (Mar. 
27, 2012).

The proposition that Congress may dictate the conduct
of an individual today because of prophesied future ac-
tivity finds no support in our precedent.  We have said that 
Congress can anticipate the effects on commerce of an eco-
nomic activity.  See, e.g., Consolidated Edison Co. v. NLRB, 
305 U. S. 197 (1938) (regulating the labor practices of 
utility companies); Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v. United 
States, 379 U. S. 241 (1964) (prohibiting discrimination by
hotel operators); Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U. S. 294 
(1964) (prohibiting discrimination by restaurant owners). 
But we have never permitted Congress to anticipate that 
activity itself in order to regulate individuals not currently
engaged in commerce. Each one of our cases, including 
those cited by JUSTICE GINSBURG, post, at 20–21, involved 
preexisting economic activity. See, e.g., Wickard, 317 
U. S., at 127–129 (producing wheat); Raich, supra, at 25 
(growing marijuana).

Everyone will likely participate in the markets for food, 
clothing, transportation, shelter, or energy; that does not 
authorize Congress to direct them to purchase particular 
products in those or other markets today. The Commerce 
Clause is not a general license to regulate an individual
from cradle to grave, simply because he will predictably 
engage in particular transactions.  Any police power to
regulate individuals as such, as opposed to their activities, 
remains vested in the States. 
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The Government argues that the individual mandate
can be sustained as a sort of exception to this rule, because 
health insurance is a unique product.  According to the
Government, upholding the individual mandate would 
not justify mandatory purchases of items such as cars or 
broccoli because, as the Government puts it, “[h]ealth in-
surance is not purchased for its own sake like a car or 
broccoli; it is a means of financing health-care consump-
tion and covering universal risks.”  Reply Brief for United 
States 19. But cars and broccoli are no more purchased 
for their “own sake” than health insurance.  They are
purchased to cover the need for transportation and food. 

The Government says that health insurance and health
care financing are “inherently integrated.”  Brief for United 
States 41. But that does not mean the compelled purchase
of the first is properly regarded as a regulation of the
second. No matter how “inherently integrated” health 
insurance and health care consumption may be, they are
not the same thing: They involve different transactions,
entered into at different times, with different providers.
And for most of those targeted by the mandate, significant 
health care needs will be years, or even decades, away. 
The proximity and degree of connection between the 
mandate and the subsequent commercial activity is too lack-
ing to justify an exception of the sort urged by the Gov-
ernment. The individual mandate forces individuals 
into commerce precisely because they elected to refrain 
from commercial activity.  Such a law cannot be sus- 
tained under a clause authorizing Congress to “regulate
Commerce.” 

2 
The Government next contends that Congress has the 

power under the Necessary and Proper Clause to enact the
individual mandate because the mandate is an “integral 
part of a comprehensive scheme of economic regulation”— 
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the guaranteed-issue and community-rating insurance
reforms. Brief for United States 24.  Under this argu-
ment, it is not necessary to consider the effect that an
individual’s inactivity may have on interstate commerce; it
is enough that Congress regulate commercial activity in a
way that requires regulation of inactivity to be effective. 

The power to “make all Laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into Execution” the powers enu-
merated in the Constitution, Art. I, §8, cl. 18, vests Con-
gress with authority to enact provisions “incidental to the 
[enumerated] power, and conducive to its beneficial exer-
cise,” McCulloch, 4 Wheat., at 418.  Although the Clause
gives Congress authority to “legislate on that vast mass
of incidental powers which must be involved in the con-
stitution,” it does not license the exercise of any “great
substantive and independent power[s]” beyond those specifi-
cally enumerated.  Id., at 411, 421.  Instead, the Clause is 
“ ‘merely a declaration, for the removal of all uncertainty,
that the means of carrying into execution those [powers] 
otherwise granted are included in the grant.’ ”  Kinsella v. 
United States ex rel. Singleton, 361 U. S. 234, 247 (1960) 
(quoting VI Writings of James Madison 383 (G. Hunt ed.
1906)).

As our jurisprudence under the Necessary and Proper
Clause has developed, we have been very deferential to 
Congress’s determination that a regulation is “necessary.”
We have thus upheld laws that are “ ‘convenient, or use-
ful’ or ‘conducive’ to the authority’s ‘beneficial exercise.’ ”  
Comstock, 560 U. S., at ___ (slip op., at 5) (quoting McCul-
loch, supra, at 413, 418).  But we have also carried out our 
responsibility to declare unconstitutional those laws that 
undermine the structure of government established by the 
Constitution. Such laws, which are not “consist[ent] with
the letter and spirit of the constitution,” McCulloch, supra, 
at 421, are not “proper [means] for carrying into Execu-
tion” Congress’s enumerated powers.  Rather, they are, “in 
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the words of The Federalist, ‘merely acts of usurpation’ 
which ‘deserve to be treated as such.’ ” Printz v. United 
States, 521 U. S. 898, 924 (1997) (alterations omitted) 
(quoting The Federalist No. 33, at 204 (A. Hamilton)); see 
also New York, 505 U. S., at 177; Comstock, supra, at ___ 
(slip op., at 5) (KENNEDY, J., concurring in judgment) (“It
is of fundamental importance to consider whether essen-
tial attributes of state sovereignty are compromised by the 
assertion of federal power under the Necessary and Proper 
Clause . . .”).

Applying these principles, the individual mandate can-
not be sustained under the Necessary and Proper Clause 
as an essential component of the insurance reforms. Each 
of our prior cases upholding laws under that Clause in-
volved exercises of authority derivative of, and in service
to, a granted power. For example, we have upheld provi-
sions permitting continued confinement of those already 
in federal custody when they could not be safely released, 
Comstock, supra, at ___ (slip op., at 1–2); criminaliz-
ing bribes involving organizations receiving federal funds, 
Sabri v. United States, 541 U. S. 600, 602, 605 (2004); and 
tolling state statutes of limitations while cases are pend-
ing in federal court, Jinks v. Richland County, 538 
U. S. 456, 459, 462 (2003).  The individual mandate, by con-
trast, vests Congress with the extraordinary ability to 
create the necessary predicate to the exercise of an enu-
merated power.

This is in no way an authority that is “narrow in scope,” 
Comstock, supra, at ___ (slip op., at 20), or “incidental” to 
the exercise of the commerce power, McCulloch, supra, at 
418. Rather, such a conception of the Necessary and 
Proper Clause would work a substantial expansion of 
federal authority. No longer would Congress be limited to
regulating under the Commerce Clause those who by some 
preexisting activity bring themselves within the sphere of 
federal regulation.  Instead, Congress could reach beyond 
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the natural limit of its authority and draw within its 
regulatory scope those who otherwise would be outside of 
it. Even if the individual mandate is “necessary” to the 
Act’s insurance reforms, such an expansion of federal
power is not a “proper” means for making those reforms 
effective. 

The Government relies primarily on our decision in 
Gonzales v. Raich. In Raich, we considered “comprehen-
sive legislation to regulate the interstate market” in mari-
juana. 545 U. S., at 22.  Certain individuals sought an
exemption from that regulation on the ground that they
engaged in only intrastate possession and consumption.
We denied any exemption, on the ground that marijuana
is a fungible commodity, so that any marijuana could
be readily diverted into the interstate market.  Congress’s
attempt to regulate the interstate market for marijuana
would therefore have been substantially undercut if it 
could not also regulate intrastate possession and con-
sumption. Id., at 19.  Accordingly, we recognized that
“Congress was acting well within its authority” under the 
Necessary and Proper Clause even though its “regulation
ensnare[d] some purely intrastate activity.”  Id., at 22; see 
also Perez, 402 U. S., at 154.  Raich thus did not involve 
the exercise of any “great substantive and independent
power,” McCulloch, supra, at 411, of the sort at issue here. 
Instead, it concerned only the constitutionality of “indi-
vidual applications of a concededly valid statutory 
scheme.” Raich, supra, at 23 (emphasis added). 

Just as the individual mandate cannot be sustained as 
a law regulating the substantial effects of the failure to 
purchase health insurance, neither can it be upheld as
a “necessary and proper” component of the insurance re-
forms. The commerce power thus does not authorize the 
mandate. Accord, post, at 4–16 (joint opinion of SCALIA, 
KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ., dissenting). 
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B 
That is not the end of the matter. Because the Com-

merce Clause does not support the individual mandate, it
is necessary to turn to the Government’s second argument: 
that the mandate may be upheld as within Congress’s
enumerated power to “lay and collect Taxes.”  Art. I, §8, 
cl. 1. 

The Government’s tax power argument asks us to view 
the statute differently than we did in considering its com-
merce power theory. In making its Commerce Clause
argument, the Government defended the mandate as a
regulation requiring individuals to purchase health in-
surance. The Government does not claim that the taxing
power allows Congress to issue such a command.  Instead, 
the Government asks us to read the mandate not as order-
ing individuals to buy insurance, but rather as imposing a 
tax on those who do not buy that product. 

The text of a statute can sometimes have more than one 
possible meaning. To take a familiar example, a law that 
reads “no vehicles in the park” might, or might not, ban 
bicycles in the park. And it is well established that if 
a statute has two possible meanings, one of which violates 
the Constitution, courts should adopt the meaning that
does not do so. Justice Story said that 180 years ago: “No 
court ought, unless the terms of an act rendered it una-
voidable, to give a construction to it which should involve 
a violation, however unintentional, of the constitution.” 
Parsons v. Bedford, 3 Pet. 433, 448–449 (1830).  Justice 
Holmes made the same point a century later: “[T]he rule is
settled that as between two possible interpretations of a 
statute, by one of which it would be unconstitutional and 
by the other valid, our plain duty is to adopt that which
will save the Act.” Blodgett v. Holden, 275 U. S. 142, 148 
(1927) (concurring opinion).

The most straightforward reading of the mandate is
that it commands individuals to purchase insurance. 
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After all, it states that individuals “shall” maintain health 
insurance. 26 U. S. C. §5000A(a).  Congress thought it
could enact such a command under the Commerce Clause, 
and the Government primarily defended the law on that
basis. But, for the reasons explained above, the Com-
merce Clause does not give Congress that power.  Under 
our precedent, it is therefore necessary to ask whether the
Government’s alternative reading of the statute—that it
only imposes a tax on those without insurance—is a rea-
sonable one. 

Under the mandate, if an individual does not maintain 
health insurance, the only consequence is that he must 
make an additional payment to the IRS when he pays his 
taxes. See §5000A(b). That, according to the Government,
means the mandate can be regarded as establishing a
condition—not owning health insurance—that triggers a
tax—the required payment to the IRS.  Under that theory, 
the mandate is not a legal command to buy insurance.
Rather, it makes going without insurance just another 
thing the Government taxes, like buying gasoline or earn-
ing income.  And if the mandate is in effect just a tax hike 
on certain taxpayers who do not have health insurance, it
may be within Congress’s constitutional power to tax.

The question is not whether that is the most natural
interpretation of the mandate, but only whether it is a 
“fairly possible” one.  Crowell v. Benson, 285 U. S. 22, 62 
(1932). As we have explained, “every reasonable construc-
tion must be resorted to, in order to save a statute from 
unconstitutionality.” Hooper v. California, 155 U. S. 648, 
657 (1895). The Government asks us to interpret the 
mandate as imposing a tax, if it would otherwise violate 
the Constitution. Granting the Act the full measure of 
deference owed to federal statutes, it can be so read, for 
the reasons set forth below. 
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C 
The exaction the Affordable Care Act imposes on those 

without health insurance looks like a tax in many re-
spects. The “[s]hared responsibility payment,” as the
statute entitles it, is paid into the Treasury by “tax-
payer[s]” when they file their tax returns.  26 U. S. C. 
§5000A(b). It does not apply to individuals who do not 
pay federal income taxes because their household income 
is less than the filing threshold in the Internal Revenue 
Code. §5000A(e)(2).  For taxpayers who do owe the pay-
ment, its amount is determined by such familiar factors as
taxable income, number of dependents, and joint filing 
status. §§5000A(b)(3), (c)(2), (c)(4). The requirement to
pay is found in the Internal Revenue Code and enforced by 
the IRS, which—as we previously explained—must assess
and collect it “in the same manner as taxes.”  Supra, at 
13–14. This process yields the essential feature of any tax:
it produces at least some revenue for the Government. 
United States v. Kahriger, 345 U. S. 22, 28, n. 4 (1953). 
Indeed, the payment is expected to raise about $4 billion
per year by 2017. Congressional Budget Office, Payments
of Penalties for Being Uninsured Under the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (Apr. 30, 2010), in Selected
CBO Publications Related to Health Care Legislation,
2009–2010, p. 71 (rev. 2010). 

It is of course true that the Act describes the payment as
a “penalty,” not a “tax.”  But while that label is fatal to the 
application of the Anti-Injunction Act, supra, at 12–13, it 
does not determine whether the payment may be viewed
as an exercise of Congress’s taxing power.  It is up to Con-
gress whether to apply the Anti-Injunction Act to any
particular statute, so it makes sense to be guided by Con-
gress’s choice of label on that question.  That choice does 
not, however, control whether an exaction is within Con-
gress’s constitutional power to tax.

Our precedent reflects this: In 1922, we decided two 
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challenges to the “Child Labor Tax” on the same day.  In 
the first, we held that a suit to enjoin collection of the so-
called tax was barred by the Anti-Injunction Act. George, 
259 U. S., at 20.  Congress knew that suits to obstruct 
taxes had to await payment under the Anti-Injunction
Act; Congress called the child labor tax a tax; Congress 
therefore intended the Anti-Injunction Act to apply.  In 
the second case, however, we held that the same exaction, 
although labeled a tax, was not in fact authorized by Con-
gress’s taxing power.  Drexel Furniture, 259 U. S., at 38. 
That constitutional question was not controlled by Con-
gress’s choice of label.

We have similarly held that exactions not labeled taxes 
nonetheless were authorized by Congress’s power to tax.
In the License Tax Cases, for example, we held that federal 
licenses to sell liquor and lottery tickets—for which the 
licensee had to pay a fee—could be sustained as exercises
of the taxing power.  5 Wall., at 471.  And in New York v. 
United States we upheld as a tax a “surcharge” on out-of-
state nuclear waste shipments, a portion of which was 
paid to the Federal Treasury.  505 U. S., at 171.  We thus 
ask whether the shared responsibility payment falls 
within Congress’s taxing power, “[d]isregarding the designa-
tion of the exaction, and viewing its substance and appli-
cation.” United States v. Constantine, 296 U. S. 287, 294 
(1935); cf. Quill Corp. v. North Dakota, 504 U. S. 298, 310 
(1992) (“[M]agic words or labels” should not “disable an 
otherwise constitutional levy” (internal quotation marks 
omitted)); Nelson v. Sears, Roebuck & Co., 312 U. S. 359, 
363 (1941) (“In passing on the constitutionality of a tax 
law, we are concerned only with its practical operation,
not its definition or the precise form of descriptive words
which may be applied to it” (internal quotation marks
omitted)); United States v. Sotelo, 436 U. S. 268, 275 
(1978) (“That the funds due are referred to as a ‘penalty’ 
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. . . does not alter their essential character as taxes”).7 

Our cases confirm this functional approach.  For ex-
ample, in Drexel Furniture, we focused on three practical
characteristics of the so-called tax on employing child
laborers that convinced us the “tax” was actually a pen-
alty. First, the tax imposed an exceedingly heavy bur-
den—10 percent of a company’s net income—on those who 
employed children, no matter how small their infraction. 
Second, it imposed that exaction only on those who know-
ingly employed underage laborers.  Such scienter require-
ments are typical of punitive statutes, because Congress
often wishes to punish only those who intentionally break 
the law. Third, this “tax” was enforced in part by the
Department of Labor, an agency responsible for pun-
ishing violations of labor laws, not collecting revenue.  259 
U. S., at 36–37; see also, e.g., Kurth Ranch, 511 U. S., at 
780–782 (considering, inter alia, the amount of the exac-
tion, and the fact that it was imposed for violation of a 
separate criminal law); Constantine, supra, at 295 (same).

The same analysis here suggests that the shared re-
sponsibility payment may for constitutional purposes be 
considered a tax, not a penalty: First, for most Americans 
the amount due will be far less than the price of insur-
ance, and, by statute, it can never be more.8  It may often 

—————— 
7 Sotelo, in particular, would seem to refute the joint dissent’s conten-

tion that we have “never” treated an exaction as a tax if it was denomi-
nated a penalty.  Post, at 20. We are not persuaded by the dissent’s 
attempt to distinguish Sotelo as a statutory construction case from the 
bankruptcy context.  Post, at 17, n.  5.  The dissent itself treats the  
question here as one of statutory interpretation, and indeed also relies
on a statutory interpretation case from the bankruptcy context.  Post, 
at 23 (citing United States v. Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, 
Inc., 518 U. S. 213, 224 (1996)). 

8 In 2016, for example, individuals making $35,000 a year are ex-
pected to owe the IRS about $60 for any month in which they do not 
have health insurance.  Someone with an annual income of $100,000 a 
year would likely owe about $200.  The price of a qualifying insurance 
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be a reasonable financial decision to make the payment 
rather than purchase insurance, unlike the “prohibitory” 
financial punishment in Drexel Furniture. 259 U. S., at 
37. Second, the individual mandate contains no scienter 
requirement. Third, the payment is collected solely by the
IRS through the normal means of taxation—except that
the Service is not allowed to use those means most sugges-
tive of a punitive sanction, such as criminal prosecution. 
See §5000A(g)(2). The reasons the Court in Drexel Furni-
ture held that what was called a “tax” there was a penalty 
support the conclusion that what is called a “penalty” here
may be viewed as a tax.9 

None of this is to say that the payment is not intended 
to affect individual conduct.  Although the payment will
raise considerable revenue, it is plainly designed to ex-
pand health insurance coverage. But taxes that seek to 
influence conduct are nothing new.  Some of our earliest 
federal taxes sought to deter the purchase of imported 
manufactured goods in order to foster the growth of do-
mestic industry.  See W. Brownlee, Federal Taxation in 
America 22 (2d ed. 2004); cf. 2 J. Story, Commentaries on
the Constitution of the United States §962, p. 434 (1833) 
(“the taxing power is often, very often, applied for other
purposes, than revenue”). Today, federal and state taxes 
can compose more than half the retail price of cigarettes, 

—————— 

policy is projected to be around $400 per month.  See D. Newman, CRS 
Report for Congress, Individual Mandate and Related Information Re-
quirements Under PPACA 7, and n. 25 (2011). 

9 We do not suggest that any exaction lacking a scienter requirement 
and enforced by the IRS is within the taxing power.  See post, at 23–24 
(joint opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ., dissenting).
Congress could not, for example, expand its authority to impose crimi-
nal fines by creating strict liability offenses enforced by the IRS rather 
than the FBI. But the fact the exaction here is paid like a tax, to the
agency that collects taxes—rather than, for example, exacted by De-
partment of Labor inspectors after ferreting out willful malfeasance—
suggests that this exaction may be viewed as a tax. 
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not just to raise more money, but to encourage people to 
quit smoking. And we have upheld such obviously regula-
tory measures as taxes on selling marijuana and sawed-off 
shotguns. See United States v. Sanchez, 340 U. S. 42, 44– 
45 (1950); Sonzinsky v. United States, 300 U. S. 506, 513 
(1937). Indeed, “[e]very tax is in some measure regula-
tory.  To some extent it interposes an economic impediment 
to the activity taxed as compared with others not taxed.” 
Sonzinsky, supra, at 513.  That §5000A seeks to shape 
decisions about whether to buy health insurance does not 
mean that it cannot be a valid exercise of the taxing 
power.

In distinguishing penalties from taxes, this Court has
explained that “if the concept of penalty means anything,
it means punishment for an unlawful act or omission.” 
United States v. Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, 
Inc., 518 U. S. 213, 224 (1996); see also United States v. La 
Franca, 282 U. S. 568, 572 (1931) (“[A] penalty, as the 
word is here used, is an exaction imposed by statute as
punishment for an unlawful act”).  While the individual 
mandate clearly aims to induce the purchase of health 
insurance, it need not be read to declare that failing to do
so is unlawful. Neither the Act nor any other law attaches 
negative legal consequences to not buying health insur-
ance, beyond requiring a payment to the IRS. The Gov-
ernment agrees with that reading, confirming that if
someone chooses to pay rather than obtain health insur-
ance, they have fully complied with the law.  Brief for 
United States 60–61; Tr. of Oral Arg. 49–50 (Mar. 26,
2012).

Indeed, it is estimated that four million people each year 
will choose to pay the IRS rather than buy insurance.  See 
Congressional Budget Office, supra, at 71.  We would 
expect Congress to be troubled by that prospect if such
conduct were unlawful.  That Congress apparently regards 
such extensive failure to comply with the mandate as 
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tolerable suggests that Congress did not think it was 
creating four million outlaws.  It suggests instead that the
shared responsibility payment merely imposes a tax citi-
zens may lawfully choose to pay in lieu of buying health
insurance. 

The plaintiffs contend that Congress’s choice of lan-
guage—stating that individuals “shall” obtain insurance
or pay a “penalty”—requires reading §5000A as punishing 
unlawful conduct, even if that interpretation would ren-
der the law unconstitutional. We have rejected a similar 
argument before.  In New York v. United States we exam-
ined a statute providing that “ ‘[e]ach State shall be re-
sponsible for providing . . . for the disposal of . . . low-level 
radioactive waste.’ ”  505 U. S., at 169 (quoting 42 U. S. C. 
§2021c(a)(1)(A)). A State that shipped its waste to another 
State was exposed to surcharges by the receiving State,
a portion of which would be paid over to the Federal 
Government. And a State that did not adhere to the 
statutory scheme faced “[p]enalties for failure to comply,”
including increases in the surcharge.  §2021e(e)(2); New 
York, 505 U. S., at 152–153.  New York urged us to read
the statute as a federal command that the state legisla-
ture enact legislation to dispose of its waste, which would 
have violated the Constitution. To avoid that outcome, we 
interpreted the statute to impose only “a series of incen-
tives” for the State to take responsibility for its waste.  We 
then sustained the charge paid to the Federal Government 
as an exercise of the taxing power.  Id., at 169–174.  We 
see no insurmountable obstacle to a similar approach 
here.10 

—————— 
10 The joint dissent attempts to distinguish New York v. United States 

on the ground that the seemingly imperative language in that case was
in an “introductory provision” that had “no legal consequences.”  Post, 
at 19. We did not rely on that reasoning in New York. See 505 U. S., at 
169–170.  Nor could we have.  While the Court quoted only the broad 
statement that “[e]ach State shall be responsible” for its waste, that 

38899



   
 

Opinion of ROBERTS, C. J. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  
  

  

 

 

   
 

 
 
 

39 Cite as: 567 U. S. ____ (2012) 

Opinion of the Court 

The joint dissenters argue that we cannot uphold
§5000A as a tax because Congress did not “frame” it as
such. Post, at 17. In effect, they contend that even if 
the Constitution permits Congress to do exactly what we 
interpret this statute to do, the law must be struck down
because Congress used the wrong labels.  An example may 
help illustrate why labels should not control here.  Sup-
pose Congress enacted a statute providing that every 
taxpayer who owns a house without energy efficient win-
dows must pay $50 to the IRS.  The amount due is adjusted 
based on factors such as taxable income and joint filing 
status, and is paid along with the taxpayer’s income tax 
return. Those whose income is below the filing threshold
need not pay.  The required payment is not called a “tax,”
a “penalty,” or anything else. No one would doubt that 
this law imposed a tax, and was within Congress’s power 
to tax. That conclusion should not change simply because 
Congress used the word “penalty” to describe the pay-
ment. Interpreting such a law to be a tax would hardly 
“[i]mpos[e] a tax through judicial legislation.” Post, at 25. 
Rather, it would give practical effect to the Legislature’s 
enactment. 

Our precedent demonstrates that Congress had the
power to impose the exaction in §5000A under the taxing 
power, and that §5000A need not be read to do more than
impose a tax.  That is sufficient to sustain it. The “ques-
tion of the constitutionality of action taken by Congress
does not depend on recitals of the power which it under-
takes to exercise.”  Woods v. Cloyd W. Miller Co., 333 U. S. 

—————— 


language was implemented through operative provisions that also use 

the words on which the dissent relies. See 42 U. S. C. §2021e(e)(1)

(entitled “Requirements for non-sited compact regions and non-member

States” and directing that those entities “shall comply with the follow-
ing requirements”); §2021e(e)(2) (describing “Penalties for failure to

comply”). The Court upheld those provisions not as lawful commands,

but as “incentives.”  See 505 U. S., at 152–153, 171–173. 
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138, 144 (1948).
Even if the taxing power enables Congress to impose 

a tax on not obtaining health insurance, any tax must 
still comply with other requirements in the Constitution. 
Plaintiffs argue that the shared responsibility payment 
does not do so, citing Article I, §9, clause 4. That clause 
provides: “No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, 
unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein 
before directed to be taken.”  This requirement means that
any “direct Tax” must be apportioned so that each State 
pays in proportion to its population.  According to the 
plaintiffs, if the individual mandate imposes a tax, it is a
direct tax, and it is unconstitutional because Congress 
made no effort to apportion it among the States.

Even when the Direct Tax Clause was written it was 
unclear what else, other than a capitation (also known as
a “head tax” or a “poll tax”), might be a direct tax.  See 
Springer v. United States, 102 U. S. 586, 596–598 (1881).
Soon after the framing, Congress passed a tax on owner-
ship of carriages, over James Madison’s objection that it 
was an unapportioned direct tax. Id., at 597. This Court 
upheld the tax, in part reasoning that apportioning such
a tax would make little sense, because it would have re-
quired taxing carriage owners at dramatically different 
rates depending on how many carriages were in their 
home State. See Hylton v. United States, 3 Dall. 171, 174 
(1796) (opinion of Chase, J.).  The Court was unanimous, 
and those Justices who wrote opinions either directly 
asserted or strongly suggested that only two forms of 
taxation were direct: capitations and land taxes.  See id., 
at 175; id., at 177 (opinion of Paterson, J.); id., at 183 
(opinion of Iredell, J.).

That narrow view of what a direct tax might be per-
sisted for a century. In 1880, for example, we explained that 
“direct taxes, within the meaning of the Constitution, are 
only capitation taxes, as expressed in that instrument, 
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and taxes on real estate.”  Springer, supra, at 602. In 
1895, we expanded our interpretation to include taxes on
personal property and income from personal property, in
the course of striking down aspects of the federal income 
tax. Pollock v. Farmers’ Loan & Trust Co., 158 U. S. 601, 
618 (1895).  That result was overturned by the Sixteenth
Amendment, although we continued to consider taxes on
personal property to be direct taxes.  See Eisner v. Macom-
ber, 252 U. S. 189, 218–219 (1920). 

A tax on going without health insurance does not fall 
within any recognized category of direct tax.  It is not a 
capitation. Capitations are taxes paid by every person, 
“without regard to property, profession, or any other cir-
cumstance.” Hylton, supra, at 175 (opinion of Chase, J.) 
(emphasis altered). The whole point of the shared respon-
sibility payment is that it is triggered by specific cir-
cumstances—earning a certain amount of income but not 
obtaining health insurance.  The payment is also plainly 
not a tax on the ownership of land or personal property. 
The shared responsibility payment is thus not a direct tax
that must be apportioned among the several States. 

There may, however, be a more fundamental objection 
to a tax on those who lack health insurance.  Even if only
a tax, the payment under §5000A(b) remains a burden 
that the Federal Government imposes for an omission, not 
an act. If it is troubling to interpret the Commerce Clause 
as authorizing Congress to regulate those who abstain
from commerce, perhaps it should be similarly troubling to
permit Congress to impose a tax for not doing something. 

Three considerations allay this concern. First, and most 
importantly, it is abundantly clear the Constitution does 
not guarantee that individuals may avoid taxation through
inactivity.  A capitation, after all, is a tax that every-
one must pay simply for existing, and capitations are 
expressly contemplated by the Constitution.  The Court 
today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal 
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regulation under the Commerce Clause so long as we ab-
stain from the regulated activity.  But from its creation, 
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to 
taxes. See Letter from Benjamin Franklin to M. Le Roy 
(Nov. 13, 1789) (“Our new Constitution is now established 
. . . but in this world nothing can be said to be certain,
except death and taxes”).

Whether the mandate can be upheld under the Com-
merce Clause is a question about the scope of federal 
authority. Its answer depends on whether Congress can
exercise what all acknowledge to be the novel course of 
directing individuals to purchase insurance.  Congress’s
use of the Taxing Clause to encourage buying something 
is, by contrast, not new. Tax incentives already promote,
for example, purchasing homes and professional educa-
tions. See 26 U. S. C. §§163(h), 25A.  Sustaining the 
mandate as a tax depends only on whether Congress has 
properly exercised its taxing power to encourage purchas-
ing health insurance, not whether it can. Upholding the
individual mandate under the Taxing Clause thus does 
not recognize any new federal power.  It determines that 
Congress has used an existing one. 

Second, Congress’s ability to use its taxing power to
influence conduct is not without limits.  A few of our cases 
policed these limits aggressively, invalidating punitive
exactions obviously designed to regulate behavior other-
wise regarded at the time as beyond federal authority.
See, e.g., United States v. Butler, 297 U. S. 1 (1936); Drexel 
Furniture, 259 U. S. 20.  More often and more recently 
we have declined to closely examine the regulatory motive
or effect of revenue-raising measures.  See Kahriger, 345 
U. S., at 27–31 (collecting cases).  We have nonetheless 
maintained that “ ‘there comes a time in the extension of 
the penalizing features of the so-called tax when it loses
its character as such and becomes a mere penalty with the 
characteristics of regulation and punishment.’ ”  Kurth 
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Ranch, 511 U. S., at 779 (quoting Drexel Furniture, supra, 
at 38).

We have already explained that the shared responsibil-
ity payment’s practical characteristics pass muster as a
tax under our narrowest interpretations of the taxing 
power. Supra, at 35–36.  Because the tax at hand is 
within even those strict limits, we need not here decide the 
precise point at which an exaction becomes so punitive
that the taxing power does not authorize it.  It remains 
true, however, that the “ ‘power to tax is not the power to 
destroy while this Court sits.’ ”  Oklahoma Tax Comm’n v. 
Texas Co., 336 U. S. 342, 364 (1949) (quoting Panhandle 
Oil Co. v. Mississippi ex rel. Knox, 277 U. S. 218, 223 
(1928) (Holmes, J., dissenting)). 

Third, although the breadth of Congress’s power to tax
is greater than its power to regulate commerce, the taxing
power does not give Congress the same degree of control
over individual behavior. Once we recognize that Con-
gress may regulate a particular decision under the Com-
merce Clause, the Federal Government can bring its full 
weight to bear. Congress may simply command individ-
uals to do as it directs.  An individual who disobeys may 
be subjected to criminal sanctions.  Those sanctions can 
include not only fines and imprisonment, but all the at-
tendant consequences of being branded a criminal: depri-
vation of otherwise protected civil rights, such as the right
to bear arms or vote in elections; loss of employment op-
portunities; social stigma; and severe disabilities in other
controversies, such as custody or immigration disputes. 

By contrast, Congress’s authority under the taxing
power is limited to requiring an individual to pay money 
into the Federal Treasury, no more. If a tax is properly
paid, the Government has no power to compel or punish
individuals subject to it. We do not make light of the se-
vere burden that taxation—especially taxation motivated
by a regulatory purpose—can impose.  But imposition 
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of a tax nonetheless leaves an individual with a lawful 
choice to do or not do a certain act, so long as he is willing 
to pay a tax levied on that choice.11 

The Affordable Care Act’s requirement that certain in-
dividuals pay a financial penalty for not obtaining health 
insurance may reasonably be characterized as a tax.  Be-
cause the Constitution permits such a tax, it is not our role
to forbid it, or to pass upon its wisdom or fairness. 

D 
JUSTICE GINSBURG questions the necessity of rejecting

the Government’s commerce power argument, given that 
§5000A can be upheld under the taxing power.  Post, at 37. 
But the statute reads more naturally as a command to buy 
insurance than as a tax, and I would uphold it as a com-
mand if the Constitution allowed it.  It is only because the 
Commerce Clause does not authorize such a command 
that it is necessary to reach the taxing power question. 
And it is only because we have a duty to construe a stat-
ute to save it, if fairly possible, that §5000A can be inter-
preted as a tax.  Without deciding the Commerce Clause 
question, I would find no basis to adopt such a saving 
construction. 

The Federal Government does not have the power to
order people to buy health insurance.  Section 5000A 
would therefore be unconstitutional if read as a command. 
The Federal Government does have the power to impose a
tax on those without health insurance.  Section 5000A is 
—————— 

11 Of course, individuals do not have a lawful choice not to pay a tax
due, and may sometimes face prosecution for failing to do so (although 
not for declining to make the shared responsibility payment, see 26 
U. S. C. §5000A(g)(2)).  But that does not show that the tax restricts the 
lawful choice whether to undertake or forgo the activity on which the tax
is predicated.  Those subject to the individual mandate may lawfully 
forgo health insurance and pay higher taxes, or buy health insurance 
and pay lower taxes. The only thing they may not lawfully do is not
buy health insurance and not pay the resulting tax. 
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therefore constitutional, because it can reasonably be read 
as a tax. 

IV 

A 


The States also contend that the Medicaid expansion
exceeds Congress’s authority under the Spending Clause. 
They claim that Congress is coercing the States to adopt 
the changes it wants by threatening to withhold all of a
State’s Medicaid grants, unless the State accepts the new 
expanded funding and complies with the conditions that 
come with it.  This, they argue, violates the basic principle 
that the “Federal Government may not compel the States
to enact or administer a federal regulatory program.”  New 
York, 505 U. S., at 188. 

There is no doubt that the Act dramatically increases
state obligations under Medicaid. The current Medicaid 
program requires States to cover only certain discrete
categories of needy individuals—pregnant women, chil-
dren, needy families, the blind, the elderly, and the dis-
abled. 42 U. S. C. §1396a(a)(10).  There is no mandatory 
coverage for most childless adults, and the States typically
do not offer any such coverage.  The States also enjoy 
considerable flexibility with respect to the coverage levels 
for parents of needy families.  §1396a(a)(10)(A)(ii). On 
average States cover only those unemployed parents who
make less than 37 percent of the federal poverty level, and 
only those employed parents who make less than 63 per-
cent of the poverty line.  Kaiser Comm’n on Medicaid and 
the Uninsured, Performing Under Pressure 11, and fig. 11
(2012).

The Medicaid provisions of the Affordable Care Act, in
contrast, require States to expand their Medicaid pro-
grams by 2014 to cover all individuals under the age of 65
with incomes below 133 percent of the federal poverty line.
§1396a(a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII). The Act also establishes a new 
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“[e]ssential health benefits” package, which States must 
provide to all new Medicaid recipients—a level sufficient
to satisfy a recipient’s obligations under the individual man-
date. §§1396a(k)(1), 1396u–7(b)(5), 18022(b).  The Af-
fordable Care Act provides that the Federal Government
will pay 100 percent of the costs of covering these newly 
eligible individuals through 2016.  §1396d(y)(1). In the 
following years, the federal payment level gradually de-
creases, to a minimum of 90 percent.  Ibid. In light of
the expansion in coverage mandated by the Act, the Federal 
Government estimates that its Medicaid spending will in-
crease by approximately $100 billion per year, nearly 40 
percent above current levels.  Statement of Douglas W.
Elmendorf, CBO’s Analysis of the Major Health Care 
Legislation Enacted in March 2010, p. 14, Table 2 (Mar.
30, 2011).

The Spending Clause grants Congress the power “to pay 
the Debts and provide for the . . . general Welfare of the
United States.”  U. S. Const., Art. I, §8, cl. 1.  We have 
long recognized that Congress may use this power to grant
federal funds to the States, and may condition such a
grant upon the States’ “taking certain actions that Con-
gress could not require them to take.” College Savings Bank, 
527 U. S., at 686.  Such measures “encourage a State
to regulate in a particular way, [and] influenc[e] a State’s 
policy choices.”  New York, supra, at 166.  The con-
ditions imposed by Congress ensure that the funds are 
used by the States to “provide for the . . . general Welfare”
in the manner Congress intended.

At the same time, our cases have recognized limits on
Congress’s power under the Spending Clause to secure 
state compliance with federal objectives. “We have re-
peatedly characterized . . . Spending Clause legislation as
‘much in the nature of a contract.’ ” Barnes v. Gorman, 
536 U. S. 181, 186 (2002) (quoting Pennhurst State School 
and Hospital v. Halderman, 451 U. S. 1, 17 (1981)).  The 
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legitimacy of Congress’s exercise of the spending power
“thus rests on whether the State voluntarily and knowingly 
accepts the terms of the ‘contract.’ ” Pennhurst, supra, 
at 17. Respecting this limitation is critical to ensuring
that Spending Clause legislation does not undermine the 
status of the States as independent sovereigns in our fed-
eral system. That system “rests on what might at first 
seem a counterintuitive insight, that ‘freedom is enhanced 
by the creation of two governments, not one.’ ” Bond, 564 
U. S., at ___ (slip op., at 8) (quoting Alden v. Maine, 527 
U. S. 706, 758 (1999)). For this reason, “the Constitution 
has never been understood to confer upon Congress the
ability to require the States to govern according to Con-
gress’ instructions.” New York, supra, at 162. Otherwise 
the two-government system established by the Framers 
would give way to a system that vests power in one central 
government, and individual liberty would suffer. 

That insight has led this Court to strike down fed-
eral legislation that commandeers a State’s legislative or
administrative apparatus for federal purposes.  See, e.g., 
Printz, 521 U. S., at 933 (striking down federal legisla- 
tion compelling state law enforcement officers to perform 
federally mandated background checks on handgun pur-
chasers); New York, supra, at 174–175 (invalidating provi-
sions of an Act that would compel a State to either take
title to nuclear waste or enact particular state waste 
regulations). It has also led us to scrutinize Spending
Clause legislation to ensure that Congress is not using 
financial inducements to exert a “power akin to undue 
influence.” Steward Machine Co. v. Davis, 301 U. S. 548, 
590 (1937). Congress may use its spending power to cre-
ate incentives for States to act in accordance with federal 
policies. But when “pressure turns into compulsion,” ibid., 
the legislation runs contrary to our system of federalism. 
“[T]he Constitution simply does not give Congress the 
authority to require the States to regulate.”  New York, 
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505 U. S., at 178.  That is true whether Congress directly 
commands a State to regulate or indirectly coerces a State 
to adopt a federal regulatory system as its own. 

Permitting the Federal Government to force the States
to implement a federal program would threaten the politi-
cal accountability key to our federal system.  “[W]here the
Federal Government directs the States to regulate, it may
be state officials who will bear the brunt of public disap-
proval, while the federal officials who devised the regu-
latory program may remain insulated from the electoral 
ramifications of their decision.” Id., at 169.  Spending
Clause programs do not pose this danger when a State has
a legitimate choice whether to accept the federal condi-
tions in exchange for federal funds.  In such a situation, 
state officials can fairly be held politically accountable for 
choosing to accept or refuse the federal offer.  But when 
the State has no choice, the Federal Government can 
achieve its objectives without accountability, just as in 
New York and Printz. Indeed, this danger is heightened
when Congress acts under the Spending Clause, because 
Congress can use that power to implement federal policy it 
could not impose directly under its enumerated powers. 

We addressed such concerns in Steward Machine. That 
case involved a federal tax on employers that was abated 
if the businesses paid into a state unemployment plan that 
met certain federally specified conditions.  An employer
sued, alleging that the tax was impermissibly “driv[ing]
the state legislatures under the whip of economic pressure 
into the enactment of unemployment compensation laws 
at the bidding of the central government.” 301 U. S., at 
587. We acknowledged the danger that the Federal Gov-
ernment might employ its taxing power to exert a “power
akin to undue influence” upon the States.  Id., at 590. But 
we observed that Congress adopted the challenged tax and
abatement program to channel money to the States that
would otherwise have gone into the Federal Treasury for 
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use in providing national unemployment services. Con-
gress was willing to direct businesses to instead pay the 
money into state programs only on the condition that the 
money be used for the same purposes.  Predicating tax 
abatement on a State’s adoption of a particular type of un-
employment legislation was therefore a means to “safe-
guard [the Federal Government’s] own treasury.”  Id., at 
591. We held that “[i]n such circumstances, if in no oth-
ers, inducement or persuasion does not go beyond the
bounds of power.” Ibid. 

In rejecting the argument that the federal law was a
“weapon[ ] of coercion, destroying or impairing the auton-
omy of the states,” the Court noted that there was no
reason to suppose that the State in that case acted other
than through “her unfettered will.”  Id., at 586, 590. 
Indeed, the State itself did “not offer a suggestion that in
passing the unemployment law she was affected by du-
ress.” Id., at 589. 

As our decision in Steward Machine confirms, Congress
may attach appropriate conditions to federal taxing and
spending programs to preserve its control over the use of
federal funds. In the typical case we look to the States to
defend their prerogatives by adopting “the simple expedi-
ent of not yielding” to federal blandishments when they
do not want to embrace the federal policies as their own. 
Massachusetts v. Mellon, 262 U. S. 447, 482 (1923).  The 
States are separate and independent sovereigns. Some-
times they have to act like it. 

The States, however, argue that the Medicaid expansion
is far from the typical case.  They object that Congress has 
“crossed the line distinguishing encouragement from 
coercion,” New York, supra, at 175, in the way it has struc-
tured the funding: Instead of simply refusing to grant the 
new funds to States that will not accept the new condi-
tions, Congress has also threatened to withhold those 
States’ existing Medicaid funds.  The States claim that 
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this threat serves no purpose other than to force unwilling 
States to sign up for the dramatic expansion in health care
coverage effected by the Act.

Given the nature of the threat and the programs at
issue here, we must agree.  We have upheld Congress’s
authority to condition the receipt of funds on the States’ 
complying with restrictions on the use of those funds,
because that is the means by which Congress ensures that 
the funds are spent according to its view of the “general
Welfare.” Conditions that do not here govern the use
of the funds, however, cannot be justified on that ba- 
sis. When, for example, such conditions take the form of
threats to terminate other significant independent grants,
the conditions are properly viewed as a means of pressur-
ing the States to accept policy changes.

In South Dakota v. Dole, we considered a challenge to a 
federal law that threatened to withhold five percent of a 
State’s federal highway funds if the State did not raise its 
drinking age to 21.  The Court found that the condition 
was “directly related to one of the main purposes for which 
highway funds are expended—safe interstate travel.”  483 
U. S., at 208.  At the same time, the condition was not a 
restriction on how the highway funds—set aside for spec-
ific highway improvement and maintenance efforts—were
to be used. 

We accordingly asked whether “the financial induce-
ment offered by Congress” was “so coercive as to pass the 
point at which ‘pressure turns into compulsion.’ ” Id., at 
211 (quoting Steward Machine, supra, at 590).  By “finan-
cial inducement” the Court meant the threat of losing five 
percent of highway funds; no new money was offered to
the States to raise their drinking ages.  We found that the 
inducement was not impermissibly coercive, because
Congress was offering only “relatively mild encouragement
to the States.” Dole, 483 U. S., at 211. We observed that 
“all South Dakota would lose if she adheres to her chosen 

38911



   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

51 Cite as: 567 U. S. ____ (2012) 

Opinion of ROBERTS, C. J. 

course as to a suitable minimum drinking age is 5%” of
her highway funds.  Ibid.  In fact, the federal funds at 
stake constituted less than half of one percent of South
Dakota’s budget at the time.  See Nat. Assn. of State 
Budget Officers, The State Expenditure Report 59 (1987); 
South Dakota v. Dole, 791 F. 2d 628, 630 (CA8 1986).  In 
consequence, “we conclude[d] that [the] encouragement 
to state action [was] a valid use of the spending power.” 
Dole, 483 U. S., at 212.  Whether to accept the drinking 
age change “remain[ed] the prerogative of the States not 
merely in theory but in fact.” Id., at 211–212. 

In this case, the financial “inducement” Congress has
chosen is much more than “relatively mild encourage-
ment”—it is a gun to the head.  Section 1396c of the Medi-
caid Act provides that if a State’s Medicaid plan does
not comply with the Act’s requirements, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services may declare that “further
payments will not be made to the State.” 42 U. S. C. 
§1396c. A State that opts out of the Affordable Care Act’s 
expansion in health care coverage thus stands to lose not 
merely “a relatively small percentage” of its existing Medi-
caid funding, but all of it.  Dole, supra, at 211. Medicaid 
spending accounts for over 20 percent of the average
State’s total budget, with federal funds covering 50 to 83
percent of those costs.  See Nat. Assn. of State Budget
Officers, Fiscal Year 2010 State Expenditure Report, p. 11,
Table 5 (2011); 42 U. S. C. §1396d(b).  The Federal Gov-
ernment estimates that it will pay out approximately $3.3 
trillion between 2010 and 2019 in order to cover the costs 
of pre-expansion Medicaid.  Brief for United States 10, 
n. 6. In addition, the States have developed intricate
statutory and administrative regimes over the course of 
many decades to implement their objectives under existing
Medicaid. It is easy to see how the Dole Court could con-
clude that the threatened loss of less than half of one 
percent of South Dakota’s budget left that State with a 
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“prerogative” to reject Congress’s desired policy, “not 
merely in theory but in fact.”  483 U. S., at 211–212.  The 
threatened loss of over 10 percent of a State’s overall 
budget, in contrast, is economic dragooning that leaves the
States with no real option but to acquiesce in the Medicaid
expansion.12

 JUSTICE GINSBURG claims that Dole is distinguishable
because here “Congress has not threatened to withhold
funds earmarked for any other program.”  Post, at 47. But 
that begs the question: The States contend that the ex-
pansion is in reality a new program and that Congress is
forcing them to accept it by threatening the funds for the 
existing Medicaid program.  We cannot agree that existing
Medicaid and the expansion dictated by the Affordable 
Care Act are all one program simply because “Congress 
styled” them as such. Post, at 49.  If the expansion is not 
properly viewed as a modification of the existing Medicaid 
program, Congress’s decision to so title it is irrelevant.13 

—————— 
12 JUSTICE GINSBURG observes that state Medicaid spending will in-

crease by only 0.8 percent after the expansion. Post, at 43. That not 
only ignores increased state administrative expenses, but also assumes
that the Federal Government will continue to fund the expansion at the
current statutorily specified levels.  It is not unheard of, however, for 
the Federal Government to increase requirements in such a manner as
to impose unfunded mandates on the States.  More importantly, the 
size of the new financial burden imposed on a State is irrelevant in
analyzing whether the State has been coerced into accepting that 
burden.  “Your money or your life” is a coercive proposition, whether 
you have a single dollar in your pocket or $500. 

13 Nor, of course, can the number of pages the amendment occu-
pies, or the extent to which the change preserves and works within
the existing program, be dispositive.  Cf. post, at 49–50 (opinion of 
GINSBURG, J.).  Take, for example, the following hypothetical amend-
ment: “All of a State’s citizens are now eligible for Medicaid.”  That 
change would take up a single line and would not alter any “operational 
aspect[ ] of the program” beyond the eligibility requirements.  Post, at 
49. Yet it could hardly be argued that such an amendment was a 
permissible modification of Medicaid, rather than an attempt to foist an
entirely new health care system upon the States. 
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Here, the Government claims that the Medicaid expan-
sion is properly viewed merely as a modification of the ex-
isting program because the States agreed that Congress
could change the terms of Medicaid when they signed on 
in the first place. The Government observes that the 
Social Security Act, which includes the original Medicaid
provisions, contains a clause expressly reserving “[t]he 
right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision” of that 
statute. 42 U. S. C. §1304.  So it does.  But “if Congress
intends to impose a condition on the grant of federal mon-
eys, it must do so unambiguously.”  Pennhurst, 451 U. S., 
at 17. A State confronted with statutory language reserv-
ing the right to “alter” or “amend” the pertinent provisions
of the Social Security Act might reasonably assume that 
Congress was entitled to make adjustments to the Medi-
caid program as it developed.  Congress has in fact done 
so, sometimes conditioning only the new funding, other 
times both old and new. See, e.g., Social Security Amend-
ments of 1972, 86 Stat. 1381–1382, 1465 (extending Med-
icaid eligibility, but partly conditioning only the new 
funding); Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, 
§4601, 104 Stat. 1388–166 (extending eligibility, and 
conditioning old and new funds). 

The Medicaid expansion, however, accomplishes a shift
in kind, not merely degree.  The original program was de-
signed to cover medical services for four particular cat-
egories of the needy: the disabled, the blind, the elderly, 
and needy families with dependent children.  See 42 
U. S. C. §1396a(a)(10).  Previous amendments to Medicaid 
eligibility merely altered and expanded the boundaries of 
these categories.  Under the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid 
is transformed into a program to meet the health care
needs of the entire nonelderly population with income
below 133 percent of the poverty level.  It is no longer a
program to care for the neediest among us, but rather an
element of a comprehensive national plan to provide uni-
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versal health insurance coverage.14 

Indeed, the manner in which the expansion is struc-
tured indicates that while Congress may have styled the 
expansion a mere alteration of existing Medicaid, it recog-
nized it was enlisting the States in a new health care 
program. Congress created a separate funding provision
to cover the costs of providing services to any person
made newly eligible by the expansion.  While Congress pays 
50 to 83 percent of the costs of covering individuals cur-
rently enrolled in Medicaid, §1396d(b), once the expansion is 
fully implemented Congress will pay 90 percent of the
costs for newly eligible persons, §1396d(y)(1).  The condi-
tions on use of the different funds are also distinct.  Con-
gress mandated that newly eligible persons receive a level 
of coverage that is less comprehensive than the traditional 
Medicaid benefit package. §1396a(k)(1); see Brief for
United States 9. 

As we have explained, “[t]hough Congress’ power to
legislate under the spending power is broad, it does not 
include surprising participating States with postac-
ceptance or ‘retroactive’ conditions.”  Pennhurst, supra, at 
25. A State could hardly anticipate that Congress’s reser-
vation of the right to “alter” or “amend” the Medicaid
program included the power to transform it so dramatically.

JUSTICE GINSBURG claims that in fact this expansion is 

—————— 
14 JUSTICE GINSBURG suggests that the States can have no objection to 

the Medicaid expansion, because “Congress could have repealed Medi-
caid [and,] [t]hereafter, . . . could have enacted Medicaid II, a new 
program combining the pre-2010 coverage with the expanded coverage 
required by the ACA.” Post, at 51; see also post, at 38.  But it would 
certainly not be that easy.  Practical constraints would plainly inhibit,
if not preclude, the Federal Government from repealing the existing
program and putting every feature of Medicaid on the table for political 
reconsideration.  Such a massive undertaking would hardly be “ritual-
istic.”  Ibid. The same is true of JUSTICE GINSBURG’s suggestion that
Congress could establish Medicaid as an exclusively federal program. 
Post, at 44. 
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no different from the previous changes to Medicaid, such 
that “a State would be hard put to complain that it lacked 
fair notice.” Post, at 56.  But the prior change she dis-
cusses—presumably the most dramatic alteration she could 
find—does not come close to working the transformation 
the expansion accomplishes. She highlights an amend-
ment requiring States to cover pregnant women and in-
creasing the number of eligible children.  Ibid.  But this 
modification can hardly be described as a major change in 
a program that—from its inception—provided health care 
for “families with dependent children.” Previous Medicaid 
amendments simply do not fall into the same category as 
the one at stake here. 

The Court in Steward Machine did not attempt to “fix 
the outermost line” where persuasion gives way to coer-
cion. 301 U. S., at 591.  The Court found it “[e]nough for 
present purposes that wherever the line may be, this 
statute is within it.”  Ibid. We have no need to fix a line 
either. It is enough for today that wherever that line may 
be, this statute is surely beyond it. Congress may not 
simply “conscript state [agencies] into the national bu-
reaucratic army,” FERC v. Mississippi, 456 U. S. 742, 775 
(1982) (O’Connor, J., concurring in judgment in part and 
dissenting in part), and that is what it is attempting to do 
with the Medicaid expansion. 

B 
Nothing in our opinion precludes Congress from offering 

funds under the Affordable Care Act to expand the availa-
bility of health care, and requiring that States accepting 
such funds comply with the conditions on their use.  What 
Congress is not free to do is to penalize States that choose
not to participate in that new program by taking away
their existing Medicaid funding. Section 1396c gives the
Secretary of Health and Human Services the authority to 
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do just that. It allows her to withhold all “further [Medi-
caid] payments . . . to the State” if she determines that the 
State is out of compliance with any Medicaid requirement, 
including those contained in the expansion. 42 U. S. C. 
§1396c. In light of the Court’s holding, the Secretary 
cannot apply §1396c to withdraw existing Medicaid funds
for failure to comply with the requirements set out in the 
expansion.

That fully remedies the constitutional violation we have 
identified. The chapter of the United States Code that
contains §1396c includes a severability clause confirming
that we need go no further. That clause specifies that “[i]f
any provision of this chapter, or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder
of the chapter, and the application of such provision to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.”
§1303. Today’s holding does not affect the continued ap-
plication of §1396c to the existing Medicaid program. Nor 
does it affect the Secretary’s ability to withdraw funds pro-
vided under the Affordable Care Act if a State that has 
chosen to participate in the expansion fails to comply with
the requirements of that Act.

This is not to say, as the joint dissent suggests, that we
are “rewriting the Medicaid Expansion.”  Post, at 48. 
Instead, we determine, first, that §1396c is unconstitu-
tional when applied to withdraw existing Medicaid funds
from States that decline to comply with the expansion. 
We then follow Congress’s explicit textual instruction to 
leave unaffected “the remainder of the chapter, and the
application of [the challenged] provision to other persons 
or circumstances.” §1303. When we invalidate an applica-
tion of a statute because that application is unconstitu-
tional, we are not “rewriting” the statute; we are merely 
enforcing the Constitution. 

The question remains whether today’s holding affects
other provisions of the Affordable Care Act.  In considering 
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that question, “[w]e seek to determine what Congress
would have intended in light of the Court’s constitutional
holding.” United States v. Booker, 543 U. S. 220, 246 
(2005) (internal quotation marks omitted). Our “touch-
stone for any decision about remedy is legislative intent, 
for a court cannot use its remedial powers to circum- 
vent the intent of the legislature.”  Ayotte v. Planned 
Parenthood of Northern New Eng., 546 U. S. 320, 330 
(2006) (internal quotation marks omitted).  The question
here is whether Congress would have wanted the rest of 
the Act to stand, had it known that States would have a 
genuine choice whether to participate in the new Medicaid 
expansion. Unless it is “evident” that the answer is no, we 
must leave the rest of the Act intact.  Champlin Refining 
Co. v. Corporation Comm’n of Okla., 286 U. S. 210, 234 
(1932).

We are confident that Congress would have wanted to
preserve the rest of the Act. It is fair to say that Congress 
assumed that every State would participate in the Medi-
caid expansion, given that States had no real choice but to
do so.  The States contend that Congress enacted the rest
of the Act with such full participation in mind; they point
out that Congress made Medicaid a means for satisfying 
the mandate, 26 U. S. C. §5000A(f)(1)(A)(ii), and enacted 
no other plan for providing coverage to many low-income 
individuals. According to the States, this means that the 
entire Act must fall. 

We disagree. The Court today limits the financial pres-
sure the Secretary may apply to induce States to accept
the terms of the Medicaid expansion. As a practical mat-
ter, that means States may now choose to reject the ex-
pansion; that is the whole point.  But that does not mean 
all or even any will.  Some States may indeed decline to
participate, either because they are unsure they will be
able to afford their share of the new funding obligations,
or because they are unwilling to commit the administra-
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tive resources necessary to support the expansion. Other 
States, however, may voluntarily sign up, finding the idea
of expanding Medicaid coverage attractive, particularly
given the level of federal funding the Act offers at the 
outset. 

We have no way of knowing how many States will ac-
cept the terms of the expansion, but we do not believe 
Congress would have wanted the whole Act to fall, simply 
because some may choose not to participate.  The other 
reforms Congress enacted, after all, will remain “fully 
operative as a law,” Champlin, supra, at 234, and will still 
function in a way “consistent with Congress’ basic objec-
tives in enacting the statute,” Booker, supra, at 259. 
Confident that Congress would not have intended any-
thing different, we conclude that the rest of the Act need
not fall in light of our constitutional holding. 

* * * 
The Affordable Care Act is constitutional in part and

unconstitutional in part.  The individual mandate cannot 
be upheld as an exercise of Congress’s power under the 
Commerce Clause. That Clause authorizes Congress to 
regulate interstate commerce, not to order individuals to 
engage in it.  In this case, however, it is reasonable to con-
strue what Congress has done as increasing taxes on those 
who have a certain amount of income, but choose to go 
without health insurance. Such legislation is within Con-
gress’s power to tax.

As for the Medicaid expansion, that portion of the Af-
fordable Care Act violates the Constitution by threatening
existing Medicaid funding. Congress has no authority to 
order the States to regulate according to its instructions.
Congress may offer the States grants and require the 
States to comply with accompanying conditions, but the 
States must have a genuine choice whether to accept the 
offer. The States are given no such choice in this case: 
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They must either accept a basic change in the nature of 
Medicaid, or risk losing all Medicaid funding.  The remedy 
for that constitutional violation is to preclude the Federal 
Government from imposing such a sanction.  That remedy
does not require striking down other portions of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

The Framers created a Federal Government of limited 
powers, and assigned to this Court the duty of enforcing
those limits. The Court does so today. But the Court does 
not express any opinion on the wisdom of the Affordable 
Care Act.  Under the Constitution, that judgment is re-
served to the people.

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit is affirmed in part and reversed in part. 

It is so ordered. 
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11–393 v. 
KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF HEALTH 

AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
 
SERVICES, ET AL., PETITIONERS 


11–398 v. 
FLORIDA ET AL. 

11–400 
FLORIDA, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

v. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

HUMAN SERVICES ET AL. 

ON WRITS OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

[June 28, 2012]

 JUSTICE GINSBURG, with whom JUSTICE SOTOMAYOR 
joins, and with whom JUSTICE BREYER and JUSTICE 
KAGAN join as to Parts I, II, III, and IV, concurring in 
part, concurring in the judgment in part, and dissenting in 
part. 

I agree with THE CHIEF JUSTICE that the Anti-Injunction
Act does not bar the Court’s consideration of this case, 
and that the minimum coverage provision is a proper 
exercise of Congress’ taxing power.  I therefore join Parts 
I, II, and III–C of THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s opinion.
Unlike THE CHIEF JUSTICE, however, I would hold, alterna
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tively, that the Commerce Clause authorizes Congress to
enact the minimum coverage provision.  I would also hold 
that the Spending Clause permits the Medicaid expansion 
exactly as Congress enacted it. 

I 
The provision of health care is today a concern of na

tional dimension, just as the provision of old-age and 
survivors’ benefits was in the 1930’s.  In the Social Secu- 
rity Act, Congress installed a federal system to provide
monthly benefits to retired wage earners and, eventually,
to their survivors. Beyond question, Congress could have
adopted a similar scheme for health care.  Congress chose,
instead, to preserve a central role for private insurers and 
state governments. According to THE CHIEF JUSTICE, the 
Commerce Clause does not permit that preservation.  This 
rigid reading of the Clause makes scant sense and is
stunningly retrogressive. 

Since 1937, our precedent has recognized Congress’
large authority to set the Nation’s course in the economic
and social welfare realm. See United States v. Darby, 312 
U. S. 100, 115 (1941) (overruling Hammer v. Dagenhart, 
247 U. S. 251 (1918), and recognizing that “regulations of 
commerce which do not infringe some constitutional prohibi- 
tion are within the plenary power conferred on Congress 
by the Commerce Clause”); NLRB v. Jones & Laughlin 
Steel Corp., 301 U. S. 1, 37 (1937) (“[The commerce] 
power is plenary and may be exerted to protect interstate
commerce no matter what the source of the dangers which
threaten it.” (internal quotation marks omitted)). THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE’s crabbed reading of the Commerce Clause 
harks back to the era in which the Court routinely thwarted 
Congress’ efforts to regulate the national economy in
the interest of those who labor to sustain it.  See, e.g., 
Railroad Retirement Bd. v. Alton R. Co., 295 U. S. 330, 
362, 368 (1935) (invalidating compulsory retirement and 
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pension plan for employees of carriers subject to the Inter
state Commerce Act; Court found law related essentially
“to the social welfare of the worker, and therefore remote 
from any regulation of commerce as such”).  It is a reading 
that should not have staying power. 

A 
In enacting the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act (ACA), Congress comprehensively reformed the 
national market for health-care products and services.
By any measure, that market is immense.  Collectively,
Americans spent $2.5 trillion on health care in 2009, 
accounting for 17.6% of our Nation’s economy.  42 U. S. C. 
§18091(2)(B) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). Within the next decade, 
it is anticipated, spending on health care will nearly dou
ble. Ibid. 

The health-care market’s size is not its only distinctive
feature. Unlike the market for almost any other product 
or service, the market for medical care is one in which all 
individuals inevitably participate. Virtually every person
residing in the United States, sooner or later, will visit 
a doctor or other health-care professional. See Dept. of
Health and Human Services, National Center for Health 
Statistics, Summary Health Statistics for U. S. Adults: 
National Health Interview Survey 2009, Ser. 10, No. 249, 
p. 124, Table 37 (Dec. 2010) (Over 99.5% of adults above 
65 have visited a health-care professional.).  Most people
will do so repeatedly. See id., at 115, Table 34 (In 2009 
alone, 64% of adults made two or more visits to a doctor’s 
office.).

When individuals make those visits, they face another 
reality of the current market for medical care: its high 
cost. In 2010, on average, an individual in the United 
States incurred over $7,000 in health-care expenses. 
Dept. of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medi
care and Medicaid Services, Historic National Health 
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Expenditure Data, National Health Expenditures: Se- 
lected Calendar Years 1960–2010 (Table 1).  Over a life
time, costs mount to hundreds of thousands of dollars.  See 
Alemayahu & Warner, The Lifetime Distribution of
Health Care Costs, in 39 Health Service Research 627, 635 
(June 2004).  When a person requires nonroutine care, the 
cost will generally exceed what he or she can afford to pay. 
A single hospital stay, for instance, typically costs up
wards of $10,000. See Dept. of Health and Human Ser
vices, Office of Health Policy, ASPE Research Brief: The
Value of Health Insurance 5 (May 2011).  Treatments for 
many serious, though not uncommon, conditions similarly
cost a substantial sum. Brief for Economic Scholars as 
Amici Curiae in No. 11–398, p. 10 (citing a study indicat
ing that, in 1998, the cost of treating a heart attack for the
first 90 days exceeded $20,000, while the annual cost of 
treating certain cancers was more than $50,000).

Although every U. S. domiciliary will incur significant 
medical expenses during his or her lifetime, the time when
care will be needed is often unpredictable.  An accident, a 
heart attack, or a cancer diagnosis commonly occurs with
out warning. Inescapably, we are all at peril of needing 
medical care without a moment’s notice.  See, e.g., Camp
bell, Down the Insurance Rabbit Hole, N. Y. Times, Apr. 5,
2012, p. A23 (telling of an uninsured 32-year-old woman 
who, healthy one day, became a quadriplegic the next due 
to an auto accident).

To manage the risks associated with medical care— 
its high cost, its unpredictability, and its inevitability—
most people in the United States obtain health insurance. 
Many (approximately 170 million in 2009) are insured by 
private insurance companies.  Others, including those
over 65 and certain poor and disabled persons, rely on 
government-funded insurance programs, notably Medicare 
and Medicaid. Combined, private health insurers and 
State and Federal Governments finance almost 85% of the 
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medical care administered to U. S. residents.  See Con
gressional Budget Office, CBO’s 2011 Long-Term Budget
Outlook 37 (June 2011). 

Not all U. S. residents, however, have health insurance. 
In 2009, approximately 50 million people were uninsured,
either by choice or, more likely, because they could not 
afford private insurance and did not qualify for govern
ment aid. See Dept. of Commerce, Census Bureau, C.
DeNavas-Walt, B. Proctor, & J. Smith, Income, Poverty,
and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2009, 
p. 23, Table 8 (Sept. 2010).  As a group, uninsured individ
uals annually consume more than $100 billion in health- 
care services, nearly 5% of the Nation’s total.  Hidden 
Health Tax: Americans Pay a Premium 2 (2009), avail- 
able at http://www.familiesusa.org (all Internet mate- 
rial as visited June 25, 2012, and included in Clerk of 
Court’s case file).  Over 60% of those without insurance 
visit a doctor’s office or emergency room in a given year.
See Dept. of Health and Human Services, National Cen- 
ter for Health Statistics, Health—United States—2010, 
p. 282, Table 79 (Feb. 2011). 

B 
The large number of individuals without health insur

ance, Congress found, heavily burdens the national
health-care market. See 42 U. S. C. §18091(2).  As just 
noted, the cost of emergency care or treatment for a seri
ous illness generally exceeds what an individual can afford 
to pay on her own. Unlike markets for most products, 
however, the inability to pay for care does not mean that 
an uninsured individual will receive no care. Federal and 
state law, as well as professional obligations and embed
ded social norms, require hospitals and physicians to
provide care when it is most needed, regardless of the
patient’s ability to pay. See, e.g., 42 U. S. C. §1395dd; Fla.
Stat. §395.1041(3)(f) (2010); Tex. Health & Safety Code 
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Ann. §§311.022(a) and (b) (West 2010); American Medical 
Association, Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs, 
Code of Medical Ethics, Current Opinions: Opinion 8.11—
Neglect of Patient, p. 70 (1998–1999 ed.).

As a consequence, medical-care providers deliver sig- 
nificant amounts of care to the uninsured for which the 
providers receive no payment.  In 2008, for example, hospi- 
tals, physicians, and other health-care professionals
received no compensation for $43 billion worth of the $116
billion in care they administered to those without insur
ance. 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(F) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). 

Health-care providers do not absorb these bad debts.
Instead, they raise their prices, passing along the cost 
of uncompensated care to those who do pay reliably: the
government and private insurance companies.  In response, 
private insurers increase their premiums, shifting the 
cost of the elevated bills from providers onto those who 
carry insurance.  The net result: Those with health insur
ance subsidize the medical care of those without it.  As 
economists would describe what happens, the uninsured 
“free ride” on those who pay for health insurance.

The size of this subsidy is considerable. Congress found
that the cost-shifting just described “increases family
[insurance] premiums by on average over $1,000 a year.” 
Ibid.  Higher premiums, in turn, render health insurance 
less affordable, forcing more people to go without insur
ance and leading to further cost-shifting.

And it is hardly just the currently sick or injured among
the uninsured who prompt elevation of the price of health 
care and health insurance.  Insurance companies and 
health-care providers know that some percentage of 
healthy, uninsured people will suffer sickness or injury 
each year and will receive medical care despite their ina
bility to pay.  In anticipation of this uncompensated care, 
health-care companies raise their prices, and insurers
their premiums. In other words, because any uninsured 
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person may need medical care at any moment and because 
health-care companies must account for that risk, every 
uninsured person impacts the market price of medical care
and medical insurance. 

The failure of individuals to acquire insurance has other
deleterious effects on the health-care market.  Because 
those without insurance generally lack access to preventa
tive care, they do not receive treatment for conditions—
like hypertension and diabetes—that can be successfully 
and affordably treated if diagnosed early on.  See Institute 
of Medicine, National Academies, Insuring America’s 
Health: Principles and Recommendations 43 (2004). When 
sickness finally drives the uninsured to seek care, once
treatable conditions have escalated into grave health
problems, requiring more costly and extensive interven
tion. Id., at 43–44.  The extra time and resources provid
ers spend serving the uninsured lessens the providers’ 
ability to care for those who do have insurance.  See Kliff, 
High Uninsured Rates Can Kill You—Even if You Have 
Coverage, Washington Post (May 7, 2012) (describing a 
study of California’s health-care market which found
that, when hospitals divert time and resources to provide
uncompensated care, the quality of care the hospitals
deliver to those with insurance drops significantly), availa- 
ble at http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/
high-uninsured-rates-can-kill-you-even-if-you-have-coverage/2012/
05/07/gIQALNHN8T_print.html. 

C 
States cannot resolve the problem of the uninsured on

their own. Like Social Security benefits, a universal
health-care system, if adopted by an individual State,
would be “bait to the needy and dependent elsewhere, 
encouraging them to migrate and seek a haven of repose.” 
Helvering v. Davis, 301 U. S. 619, 644 (1937).  See also 
Brief for Commonwealth of Massachusetts as Amicus 
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Curiae in No. 11–398, p. 15 (noting that, in 2009, Massa
chusetts’ emergency rooms served thousands of uninsured, 
out-of-state residents). An influx of unhealthy individuals
into a State with universal health care would result in 
increased spending on medical services. To cover the 
increased costs, a State would have to raise taxes, and 
private health-insurance companies would have to in
crease premiums. Higher taxes and increased insurance
costs would, in turn, encourage businesses and healthy 
individuals to leave the State. 

States that undertake health-care reforms on their own 
thus risk “placing themselves in a position of economic 
disadvantage as compared with neighbors or competitors.” 
Davis, 301 U. S., at 644.  See also Brief for Health Care for 
All, Inc., et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11–398, p. 4 (“[O]ut
of-state residents continue to seek and receive millions of 
dollars in uncompensated care in Massachusetts hospitals,
limiting the State’s efforts to improve its health care 
system through the elimination of uncompensated care.”).
Facing that risk, individual States are unlikely to take the 
initiative in addressing the problem of the uninsured, even
though solving that problem is in all States’ best interests.
Congress’ intervention was needed to overcome this collective
action impasse. 

D 
Aware that a national solution was required, Congress

could have taken over the health-insurance market by
establishing a tax-and-spend federal program like Social 
Security. Such a program, commonly referred to as a 
single-payer system (where the sole payer is the Federal 
Government), would have left little, if any, room for pri
vate enterprise or the States.  Instead of going this route, 
Congress enacted the ACA, a solution that retains a ro
bust role for private insurers and state governments.  To 
make its chosen approach work, however, Congress had to 
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use some new tools, including a requirement that most 
individuals obtain private health insurance coverage. See 
26 U. S. C. §5000A (2006 ed., Supp. IV) (the minimum
coverage provision). As explained below, by employing 
these tools, Congress was able to achieve a practical, alto
gether reasonable, solution. 

A central aim of the ACA is to reduce the number of 
uninsured U. S. residents.  See 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(C) 
and (I) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). The minimum coverage
provision advances this objective by giving potential recip
ients of health care a financial incentive to acquire insur
ance. Per the minimum coverage provision, an individual
must either obtain insurance or pay a toll constructed as a
tax penalty.  See 26 U. S. C. §5000A.

The minimum coverage provision serves a further pur
pose vital to Congress’ plan to reduce the number of unin
sured. Congress knew that encouraging individuals to
purchase insurance would not suffice to solve the problem,
because most of the uninsured are not uninsured by 
choice.1  Of particular concern to Congress were people 
who, though desperately in need of insurance, often cannot
acquire it: persons who suffer from preexisting medical
conditions. 

Before the ACA’s enactment, private insurance compa
nies took an applicant’s medical history into account when
setting insurance rates or deciding whether to insure an 
individual. Because individuals with preexisting med- 
—————— 

1 According to one study conducted by the National Center for Health
Statistics, the high cost of insurance is the most common reason why 
individuals lack coverage, followed by loss of one’s job, an employer’s 
unwillingness to offer insurance or an insurers’ unwillingness to cover 
those with preexisting medical conditions, and loss of Medicaid cover
age. See Dept. of Health and Human Services, National Center for 
Health Statistics, Summary Health Statistics for the U. S. Population: 
National Health Interview Survey—2009, Ser. 10, No. 248, p. 71, Table 
25 (Dec. 2010).  “[D]id not want or need coverage” received too few re- 
sponses to warrant its own category.  See ibid., n. 2. 
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ical conditions cost insurance companies significantly more
than those without such conditions, insurers routinely re-
fused to insure these individuals, charged them substan
tially higher premiums, or offered only limited coverage
that did not include the preexisting illness. See Dept. of 
Health and Human Services, Coverage Denied: How the 
Current Health Insurance System Leaves Millions Behind 
1 (2009) (Over the past three years, 12.6 million non
elderly adults were denied insurance coverage or charged 
higher premiums due to a preexisting condition.). 

To ensure that individuals with medical histories have 
access to affordable insurance, Congress devised a three
part solution. First, Congress imposed a “guaranteed is
sue” requirement, which bars insurers from denying
coverage to any person on account of that person’s medical
condition or history. See 42 U. S. C. §§300gg–1, 300gg–3, 
300gg–4(a) (2006 ed., Supp. IV).  Second, Congress required 
insurers to use “community rating” to price their insurance
policies. See §300gg. Community rating, in effect, bars
insurance companies from charging higher premiums 
to those with preexisting conditions.

But these two provisions, Congress comprehended, could
not work effectively unless individuals were given a pow
erful incentive to obtain insurance.  See Hearings before
the House Ways and Means Committee, 111th Cong., 1st 
Sess., 10, 13 (2009) (statement of Uwe Reinhardt) (“[I]m- 
position of community-rated premiums and guaranteed 
issue on a market of competing private health insurers 
will inexorably drive that market into extinction, unless
these two features are coupled with . . . a mandate on 
individual[s] to be insured.” (emphasis in original)). 

In the 1990’s, several States—including New York, New 
Jersey, Washington, Kentucky, Maine, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont—enacted guaranteed-issue and community
rating laws without requiring universal acquisition of 
insurance coverage. The results were disastrous.  “All 
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seven states suffered from skyrocketing insurance pre
mium costs, reductions in individuals with coverage, and
reductions in insurance products and providers.” Brief for 
American Association of People with Disabilities et al. as 
Amici Curiae in No. 11–398, p. 9 (hereinafter AAPD Brief).
See also Brief for Governor of Washington Christine 
Gregoire as Amicus Curiae in No. 11–398, pp. 11–14 (de
scribing the “death spiral” in the insurance market Wash
ington experienced when the State passed a law requiring 
coverage for preexisting conditions). 

Congress comprehended that guaranteed-issue and 
community-rating laws alone will not work.  When insur
ance companies are required to insure the sick at afforda
ble prices, individuals can wait until they become ill to buy 
insurance. Pretty soon, those in need of immediate medi
cal care—i.e., those who cost insurers the most—become 
the insurance companies’ main customers. This “adverse 
selection” problem leaves insurers with two choices: They 
can either raise premiums dramatically to cover their 
ever-increasing costs or they can exit the market. In the 
seven States that tried guaranteed-issue and community
rating requirements without a minimum coverage provi
sion, that is precisely what insurance companies did.  See, 
e.g., AAPD Brief 10 (“[In Maine,] [m]any insurance provid
ers doubled their premiums in just three years or less.”); 
id., at 12 (“Like New York, Vermont saw substantial
increases in premiums after its . . . insurance reform 
measures took effect in 1993.”); Hall, An Evaluation of
New York’s Reform Law, 25 J. Health Pol. Pol’y & L. 71,
91–92 (2000) (Guaranteed-issue and community-rating 
laws resulted in a “dramatic exodus of indemnity insurers
from New York’s individual [insurance] market.”); Brief 
for Barry Friedman et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11–398, 
p. 17 (“In Kentucky, all but two insurers (one State-run) 
abandoned the State.”).

Massachusetts, Congress was told, cracked the adverse 
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selection problem. By requiring most residents to obtain
insurance, see Mass. Gen. Laws, ch. 111M, §2 (West 2011), 
the Commonwealth ensured that insurers would not be 
left with only the sick as customers.  As a result, federal 
lawmakers observed, Massachusetts succeeded where 
other States had failed.  See Brief for Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as Amicus Curiae in No. 11–398, p. 3 (not
ing that the Commonwealth’s reforms reduced the number
of uninsured residents to less than 2%, the lowest rate in 
the Nation, and cut the amount of uncompensated care 
by a third); 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(D) (2006 ed., Supp. IV) 
(noting the success of Massachusetts’ reforms).2  In cou
pling the minimum coverage provision with guaranteed
issue and community-rating prescriptions, Congress
followed Massachusetts’ lead. 

* * * 
In sum, Congress passed the minimum coverage provi

sion as a key component of the ACA to address an econom
ic and social problem that has plagued the Nation for 
decades: the large number of U. S. residents who are
unable or unwilling to obtain health insurance.  Whatever 
one thinks of the policy decision Congress made, it was 
Congress’ prerogative to make it.  Reviewed with appro
priate deference, the minimum coverage provision, allied
to the guaranteed-issue and community-rating prescrip
tions, should survive measurement under the Commerce 
and Necessary and Proper Clauses. 

II 
A 

The Commerce Clause, it is widely acknowledged, “was 
the Framers’ response to the central problem that gave 

—————— 
2 Despite its success, Massachusetts’ medical-care providers still ad

minister substantial amounts of uncompensated care, much of that to 
uninsured patients from out-of-state.  See supra, at 7–8. 
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rise to the Constitution itself.” EEOC v. Wyoming, 460 
U. S. 226, 244, 245, n. 1 (1983) (Stevens, J., concurring) 
(citing sources). Under the Articles of Confederation, the 
Constitution’s precursor, the regulation of commerce was 
left to the States. This scheme proved unworkable, be
cause the individual States, understandably focused on
their own economic interests, often failed to take actions 
critical to the success of the Nation as a whole.  See Vices 
of the Political System of the United States, in James
Madison: Writings 69, 71, ¶5 (J. Rakove ed. 1999) (As a 
result of the “want of concert in matters where common 
interest requires it,” the “national dignity, interest, and reve- 
nue [have] suffered.”).3 

What was needed was a “national Government . . . 
armed with a positive & compleat authority in all cases 
where uniform measures are necessary.” See Letter from 
James Madison to Edmund Randolph (Apr. 8, 1787), in 9 
Papers of James Madison 368, 370 (R. Rutland ed. 1975). 
See also Letter from George Washington to James Madi
son (Nov. 30, 1785), in 8 id., at 428, 429 (“We are either a 
United people, or we are not.  If the former, let us, in all 
matters of general concern act as a nation, which ha[s] 
national objects to promote, and a national character 
to support.”).  The Framers’ solution was the Commerce 
Clause, which, as they perceived it, granted Congress the 
authority to enact economic legislation “in all Cases for 
the general Interests of the Union, and also in those Cases 
to which the States are separately incompetent.”  2 Rec
ords of the Federal Convention of 1787, pp. 131–132, ¶8 

—————— 
3 Alexander Hamilton described the problem this way:  “[Often] it

would be beneficial to all the states to encourage, or suppress[,] a 
particular branch of trade, while it would be detrimental . . . to attempt 
it without the concurrence of the rest.”  The Continentalist No. V, in 3 
Papers of Alexander Hamilton 75, 78 (H. Syrett ed. 1962).  Because the 
concurrence of all States was exceedingly difficult to obtain, Hamilton 
observed, “the experiment would probably be left untried.”  Ibid. 
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(M. Farrand rev. 1966). See also North American Co. v. 
SEC, 327 U. S. 686, 705 (1946) (“[The commerce power] 
is an affirmative power commensurate with the national
needs.”).

The Framers understood that the “general Interests of 
the Union” would change over time, in ways they could not 
anticipate. Accordingly, they recognized that the Consti
tution was of necessity a “great outlin[e],” not a detailed 
blueprint, see McCulloch v. Maryland, 4 Wheat. 316, 407 
(1819), and that its provisions included broad concepts, to 
be “explained by the context or by the facts of the case,”
Letter from James Madison to N. P. Trist (Dec. 1831), in 9
Writings of James Madison 471, 475 (G. Hunt ed. 1910).
“Nothing . . . can be more fallacious,” Alexander Hamilton 
emphasized, “than to infer the extent of any power, proper 
to be lodged in the national government, from . . . its
immediate necessities.  There ought to be a CAPACITY to 
provide for future contingencies[,] as they may happen;
and as these are illimitable in their nature, it is impossible 
safely to limit that capacity.”  The Federalist No. 34, 
pp. 205, 206 (John Harvard Library ed. 2009).  See also 
McCulloch, 4 Wheat., at 415 (The Necessary and Proper 
Clause is lodged “in a constitution[,] intended to endure
for ages to come, and consequently, to be adapted to the 
various crises of human affairs.”). 

B 
Consistent with the Framers’ intent, we have repeatedly

emphasized that Congress’ authority under the Commerce 
Clause is dependent upon “practical” considerations,
including “actual experience.”  Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp., 301 U. S., at 41–42; see Wickard v. Filburn, 317 
U. S. 111, 122 (1942); United States v. Lopez, 514 U. S. 
549, 573 (1995) (KENNEDY, J., concurring) (emphasizing 
“the Court’s definitive commitment to the practical con
ception of the commerce power”). See also North American 

38934



   
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 
  

 
 
 

 

15 Cite as: 567 U. S. ____ (2012) 

Opinion of GINSBURG, J. 

Co., 327 U. S., at 705 (“Commerce itself is an intensely 
practical matter.  To deal with it effectively, Congress
must be able to act in terms of economic and financial 
realities.” (citation omitted)). We afford Congress the
leeway “to undertake to solve national problems directly
and realistically.” American Power & Light Co. v. SEC, 
329 U. S. 90, 103 (1946).

Until today, this Court’s pragmatic approach to judging
whether Congress validly exercised its commerce power 
was guided by two familiar principles. First, Congress has
the power to regulate economic activities “that substan
tially affect interstate commerce.”  Gonzales v. Raich, 545 
U. S. 1, 17 (2005).  This capacious power extends even to
local activities that, viewed in the aggregate, have a sub
stantial impact on interstate commerce.  See ibid. See 
also Wickard, 317 U. S., at 125 (“[E]ven if appellee’s activ- 
ity be local and though it may not be regarded as com
merce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by 
Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on 
interstate commerce.” (emphasis added)); Jones & Laugh-
lin Steel Corp., 301 U. S., at 37. 

Second, we owe a large measure of respect to Congress 
when it frames and enacts economic and social legislation.
See Raich, 545 U. S., at 17.  See also Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation v. R. A. Gray & Co., 467 U. S. 717, 
729 (1984) (“[S]trong deference [is] accorded legislation in 
the field of national economic policy.”); Hodel v. Indiana, 
452 U. S. 314, 326 (1981) (“This [C]ourt will certainly not 
substitute its judgment for that of Congress unless the
relation of the subject to interstate commerce and its ef
fect upon it are clearly non-existent.” (internal quotation
marks omitted)). When appraising such legislation, we 
ask only (1) whether Congress had a “rational basis” for 
concluding that the regulated activity substantially affects 
interstate commerce, and (2) whether there is a “reasona
ble connection between the regulatory means selected and 
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the asserted ends.” Id., at 323–324.  See also Raich, 545 
U. S., at 22; Lopez, 514 U. S., at 557; Hodel v. Virginia 
Surface Mining & Reclamation Assn., Inc., 452 U. S. 264, 
277 (1981); Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U. S. 294, 303 
(1964); Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v. United States, 379 
U. S. 241, 258 (1964); United States v. Carolene Products 
Co., 304 U. S. 144, 152–153 (1938).  In answering these
questions, we presume the statute under review is consti
tutional and may strike it down only on a “plain showing”
that Congress acted irrationally.  United States v. Morri-
son, 529 U. S. 598, 607 (2000). 

C 
 Straightforward application of these principles would 
require the Court to hold that the minimum coverage
provision is proper Commerce Clause legislation.  Beyond
dispute, Congress had a rational basis for concluding that
the uninsured, as a class, substantially affect interstate 
commerce. Those without insurance consume billions of 
dollars of health-care products and services each year.  See 
supra, at 5.  Those goods are produced, sold, and delivered
largely by national and regional companies who routinely 
transact business across state lines.  The uninsured also 
cross state lines to receive care.  Some have medical emer
gencies while away from home.  Others, when sick, go to a
neighboring State that provides better care for those who
have not prepaid for care.  See supra, at 7–8. 

Not only do those without insurance consume a large
amount of health care each year; critically, as earlier
explained, their inability to pay for a significant portion of 
that consumption drives up market prices, foists costs on
other consumers, and reduces market efficiency and sta
bility. See supra, at 5–7.  Given these far-reaching effects
on interstate commerce, the decision to forgo insurance is
hardly inconsequential or equivalent to “doing nothing,” 
ante, at 20; it is, instead, an economic decision Congress 
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has the authority to address under the Commerce Clause.
See supra, at 14–16. See also Wickard, 317 U. S., at 128 
(“It is well established by decisions of this Court that
the power to regulate commerce includes the power to regu
late the prices at which commodities in that commerce are
dealt in and practices affecting such prices.” (emphasis
added)).

The minimum coverage provision, furthermore, bears a
“reasonable connection” to Congress’ goal of protecting the 
health-care market from the disruption caused by individ
uals who fail to obtain insurance. By requiring those who
do not carry insurance to pay a toll, the minimum cover
age provision gives individuals a strong incentive to in
sure. This incentive, Congress had good reason to believe, 
would reduce the number of uninsured and, correspond
ingly, mitigate the adverse impact the uninsured have on
the national health-care market. 

Congress also acted reasonably in requiring uninsured
individuals, whether sick or healthy, either to obtain
insurance or to pay the specified penalty.  As earlier ob
served, because every person is at risk of needing care at 
any moment, all those who lack insurance, regardless of
their current health status, adversely affect the price of 
health care and health insurance. See supra, at 6–7. 
Moreover, an insurance-purchase requirement limited to 
those in need of immediate care simply could not work. 
Insurance companies would either charge these individu
als prohibitively expensive premiums, or, if community
rating regulations were in place, close up shop.  See supra,
at 9–11. See also Brief for State of Maryland and 10
Other States et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11–398, p. 28
(hereinafter Maryland Brief) (“No insurance regime can
survive if people can opt out when the risk insured against
is only a risk, but opt in when the risk materializes.”). 

“[W]here we find that the legislators . . . have a rational 
basis for finding a chosen regulatory scheme necessary to 
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the protection of commerce, our investigation is at an end.”  
Katzenbach, 379 U. S., at 303–304.  Congress’ enactment 
of the minimum coverage provision, which addresses a 
specific interstate problem in a practical, experience
informed manner, easily meets this criterion. 

D 
Rather than evaluating the constitutionality of the

minimum coverage provision in the manner established by
our precedents, THE CHIEF JUSTICE relies on a newly
minted constitutional doctrine.  The commerce power does 
not, THE CHIEF JUSTICE announces, permit Congress
to “compe[l] individuals to become active in commerce
by purchasing a product.”  Ante, at 20 (emphasis deleted). 

1 
a 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s novel constraint on Congress’ 
commerce power gains no force from our precedent and for 
that reason alone warrants disapprobation. See infra, at 
23–27. But even assuming, for the moment, that Congress
lacks authority under the Commerce Clause to “compel
individuals not engaged in commerce to purchase an 
unwanted product,” ante, at 18, such a limitation would be 
inapplicable here. Everyone will, at some point, consume
health-care products and services. See supra, at 3. Thus, 
if THE CHIEF JUSTICE is correct that an insurance
purchase requirement can be applied only to those who
“actively” consume health care, the minimum coverage
provision fits the bill.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE does not dispute that all U. S. resi
dents participate in the market for health services over 
the course of their lives.  See ante, at 16 (“Everyone will
eventually need health care at a time and to an extent
they cannot predict.”).  But, THE CHIEF JUSTICE insists, 
the uninsured cannot be considered active in the market 
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for health care, because “[t]he proximity and degree of 
connection between the [uninsured today] and [their] 
subsequent commercial activity is too lacking.” Ante, 
at 27. 

This argument has multiple flaws.  First, more than 
60% of those without insurance visit a hospital or doctor’s
office each year. See supra, at 5. Nearly 90% will within
five years.4 An uninsured’s consumption of health care is
thus quite proximate: It is virtually certain to occur in the 
next five years and more likely than not to occur this year. 

Equally evident, Congress has no way of separating 
those uninsured individuals who will need emergency medi- 
cal care today (surely their consumption of medical care
is sufficiently imminent) from those who will not need 
medical services for years to come.  No one knows when an 
emergency will occur, yet emergencies involving the unin
sured arise daily. To capture individuals who unexpect- 
edly will obtain medical care in the very near future, then, 
Congress needed to include individuals who will not go to
a doctor anytime soon. Congress, our decisions instruct,
has authority to cast its net that wide. See Perez v. United 
States, 402 U. S. 146, 154 (1971) (“[W]hen it is necessary 
in order to prevent an evil to make the law embrace more 
than the precise thing to be prevented it may do so.” (in
ternal quotation marks omitted)).5 

—————— 
4 See Dept. of Health and Human Services, National Center for 

Health Statistics, Summary Health Statistics for U. S. Adults: National
Health Interview Survey 2009, Ser. 10, No. 249, p. 124, Table 37 
(Dec. 2010). 

5 Echoing THE CHIEF JUSTICE, the joint dissenters urge that the min
imum coverage provision impermissibly regulates young people who 
“have no intention of purchasing [medical care]” and are too far “re
moved from the [health-care] market.”  See post, at 8, 11. This criticism 
ignores the reality that a healthy young person may be a day away
from needing health care. See supra, at 4.  A victim of an accident or 
unforeseen illness will consume extensive medical care immediately,
though scarcely expecting to do so. 
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Second, it is Congress’ role, not the Court’s, to delineate 
the boundaries of the market the Legislature seeks to
regulate. THE CHIEF JUSTICE defines the health-care mar- 
ket as including only those transactions that will occur 
either in the next instant or within some (unspecified) 
proximity to the next instant.  But Congress could reason
ably have viewed the market from a long-term perspective, 
encompassing all transactions virtually certain to occur
over the next decade, see supra, at 19, not just those oc
curring here and now.

Third, contrary to THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s contention, our 
precedent does indeed support “[t]he proposition that
Congress may dictate the conduct of an individual today
because of prophesied future activity.” Ante, at 26. In 
Wickard, the Court upheld a penalty the Federal Govern
ment imposed on a farmer who grew more wheat than he
was permitted to grow under the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1938 (AAA). 317 U. S., at 114–115.  He could not 
be penalized, the farmer argued, as he was growing the 
wheat for home consumption, not for sale on the open 
market. Id., at 119. The Court rejected this argument. 
Id., at 127–129. Wheat intended for home consumption,
the Court noted, “overhangs the market, and if induced by
rising prices, tends to flow into the market and check price
increases [intended by the AAA].” Id., at 128. 

Similar reasoning supported the Court’s judgment in 
Raich, which upheld Congress’ authority to regulate mari
juana grown for personal use.  545 U. S., at 19.  Home
grown marijuana substantially affects the interstate mar- 
ket for marijuana, we observed, for “the high demand in
the interstate market will [likely] draw such marijuana
into that market.” Ibid. 

Our decisions thus acknowledge Congress’ authority,
under the Commerce Clause, to direct the conduct of an 
individual today (the farmer in Wickard, stopped from
growing excess wheat; the plaintiff in Raich, ordered to 
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cease cultivating marijuana) because of a prophesied 
future transaction (the eventual sale of that wheat or
marijuana in the interstate market). Congress’ actions
are even more rational in this case, where the future 
activity (the consumption of medical care) is certain to
occur, the sole uncertainty being the time the activity will
take place.

Maintaining that the uninsured are not active in the
health-care market, THE CHIEF JUSTICE draws an analogy
to the car market.  An individual “is not ‘active in the car 
market,’ ” THE CHIEF JUSTICE observes, simply because he 
or she may someday buy a car. Ante, at 25. The analogy
is inapt. The inevitable yet unpredictable need for medi
cal care and the guarantee that emergency care will be
provided when required are conditions nonexistent in
other markets. That is so of the market for cars, and of 
the market for broccoli as well.  Although an individual 
might buy a car or a crown of broccoli one day, there is no
certainty she will ever do so.  And if she eventually wants 
a car or has a craving for broccoli, she will be obliged to
pay at the counter before receiving the vehicle or nour
ishment. She will get no free ride or food, at the expense 
of another consumer forced to pay an inflated price.  See 
Thomas More Law Center v. Obama, 651 F. 3d 529, 565 
(CA6 2011) (Sutton, J., concurring in part) (“Regulating
how citizens pay for what they already receive (health 
care), never quite know when they will need, and in the
case of severe illnesses or emergencies generally will not 
be able to afford, has few (if any) parallels in modern 
life.”).  Upholding the minimum coverage provision on the
ground that all are participants or will be participants in
the health-care market would therefore carry no implica
tion that Congress may justify under the Commerce
Clause a mandate to buy other products and services. 

Nor is it accurate to say that the minimum coverage
provision “compel[s] individuals . . . to purchase an un
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wanted product,” ante, at 18, or “suite of products,” post, at 
11, n. 2 (joint opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and 
ALITO, JJ.). If unwanted today, medical service secured by
insurance may be desperately needed tomorrow. Virtually
everyone, I reiterate, consumes health care at some point 
in his or her life.  See supra, at 3.  Health insurance is a 
means of paying for this care, nothing more.  In requiring
individuals to obtain insurance, Congress is therefore not 
mandating the purchase of a discrete, unwanted product.
Rather, Congress is merely defining the terms on which 
individuals pay for an interstate good they consume: 
Persons subject to the mandate must now pay for medical
care in advance (instead of at the point of service) and 
through insurance (instead of out of pocket).  Establishing
payment terms for goods in or affecting interstate com
merce is quintessential economic regulation well within 
Congress’ domain. See, e.g., United States v. Wrightwood 
Dairy Co., 315 U. S. 110, 118 (1942).  Cf. post, at 13 (joint 
opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ.) 
(recognizing that “the Federal Government can prescribe
[a commodity’s] quality . . . and even [its price]”).

THE CHIEF JUSTICE also calls the minimum coverage
provision an illegitimate effort to make young, healthy 
individuals subsidize insurance premiums paid by the less
hale and hardy.  See ante, at 17, 25–26.  This complaint, 
too, is spurious.  Under the current health-care system, 
healthy persons who lack insurance receive a benefit for 
which they do not pay: They are assured that, if they need 
it, emergency medical care will be available, although they 
cannot afford it. See supra, at 5–6. Those who have in
surance bear the cost of this guarantee.  See ibid.  By
requiring the healthy uninsured to obtain insurance or
pay a penalty structured as a tax, the minimum coverage
provision ends the free ride these individuals currently 
enjoy.

In the fullness of time, moreover, today’s young and 

38942



   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

23 Cite as: 567 U. S. ____ (2012) 

Opinion of GINSBURG, J. 

healthy will become society’s old and infirm. Viewed over 
a lifespan, the costs and benefits even out: The young who 
pay more than their fair share currently will pay less than
their fair share when they become senior citizens.  And 
even if, as undoubtedly will be the case, some individuals, 
over their lifespans, will pay more for health insurance 
than they receive in health services, they have little to
complain about, for that is how insurance works.  Every
insured person receives protection against a catastrophic
loss, even though only a subset of the covered class will 
ultimately need that protection. 

b 
In any event, THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s limitation of the 

commerce power to the regulation of those actively en
gaged in commerce finds no home in the text of the Consti
tution or our decisions. Article I, §8, of the Constitution 
grants Congress the power “[t]o regulate Commerce . . .
among the several States.” Nothing in this language im-
plies that Congress’ commerce power is limited to regu- 
lating those actively engaged in commercial transactions. 
Indeed, as the D. C. Circuit observed, “[a]t the time the 
Constitution was [framed], to ‘regulate’ meant,” among
other things, “to require action.”  See Seven-Sky v. Holder, 
661 F. 3d 1, 16 (2011).

Arguing to the contrary, THE CHIEF JUSTICE notes that 
“the Constitution gives Congress the power to ‘coin 
Money,’ in addition to the power to ‘regulate the Value 
thereof,’ ” and similarly “gives Congress the power to ‘raise 
and support Armies’ and to ‘provide and maintain a Navy,’ in 
addition to the power to ‘make Rules for the Government
and Regulation of the land and naval Forces.’ ” Ante, at 
18–19 (citing Art. I, §8, cls. 5, 12–14).  In separating the 
power to regulate from the power to bring the subject of 
the regulation into existence, THE CHIEF JUSTICE asserts, 
“[t]he language of the Constitution reflects the natural 
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understanding that the power to regulate assumes there is 
already something to be regulated.” Ante, at 19. 

This argument is difficult to fathom.  Requiring individ
uals to obtain insurance unquestionably regulates the inter
state health-insurance and health-care markets, both of 
them in existence well before the enactment of the ACA. 
See Wickard, 317 U. S., at 128 (“The stimulation of com
merce is a use of the regulatory function quite as definitely 
as prohibitions or restrictions thereon.”). Thus, the “some
thing to be regulated” was surely there when Congress
created the minimum coverage provision.6 

Nor does our case law toe the activity versus inactiv
ity line. In Wickard, for example, we upheld the penalty 
imposed on a farmer who grew too much wheat, even
though the regulation had the effect of compelling farmers
to purchase wheat in the open market.  Id., at 127–129. 
“[F]orcing some farmers into the market to buy what they
could provide for themselves” was, the Court held, a valid
means of regulating commerce.  Id., at 128–129.  In an- 
other context, this Court similarly upheld Congress’ author
ity under the commerce power to compel an “inactive” land
holder to submit to an unwanted sale.  See Monongahela 
Nav. Co. v. United States, 148 U. S. 312, 335–337 (1893) 
(“[U]pon the [great] power to regulate commerce[,]” Con
gress has the authority to mandate the sale of real prop- 
erty to the Government, where the sale is essential to the 
improvement of a navigable waterway (emphasis added)); 
Cherokee Nation v. Southern Kansas R. Co., 135 U. S. 641, 

—————— 
6 THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s reliance on the quoted passages of the Consti

tution, see ante, at 18–19, is also dubious on other grounds.  The power 
to “regulate the Value” of the national currency presumably includes 
the power to increase the currency’s worth—i.e., to create value where 
none previously existed.  And if the power to “[r]egulat[e] . . . the land 
and naval Forces” presupposes “there is already [in existence] some
thing to be regulated,” i.e., an Army and a Navy, does Congress lack
authority to create an Air Force? 
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657–659 (1890) (similar reliance on the commerce power 
regarding mandated sale of private property for railroad
construction). 

In concluding that the Commerce Clause does not per
mit Congress to regulate commercial “inactivity,” and there- 
fore does not allow Congress to adopt the practical solu
tion it devised for the health-care problem, THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE views the Clause as a “technical legal conception,” 
precisely what our case law tells us not to do.  Wickard, 
317 U. S., at 122 (internal quotation marks omitted).  See 
also supra, at 14–16.  This Court’s former endeavors to 
impose categorical limits on the commerce power have not 
fared well. In several pre-New Deal cases, the Court
attempted to cabin Congress’ Commerce Clause authority
by distinguishing “commerce” from activity once conceived
to be noncommercial, notably, “production,” “mining,” and 
“manufacturing.”  See, e.g., United States v. E. C. Knight 
Co., 156 U. S. 1, 12 (1895) (“Commerce succeeds to manu
facture, and is not a part of it.”); Carter v. Carter Coal Co., 
298 U. S. 238, 304 (1936) (“Mining brings the subject 
matter of commerce into existence.  Commerce disposes of 
it.”). The Court also sought to distinguish activities hav
ing a “direct” effect on interstate commerce, and for that
reason, subject to federal regulation, from those having
only an “indirect” effect, and therefore not amenable to
federal control. See, e.g., A. L. A. Schechter Poultry Corp. 
v. United States, 295 U. S. 495, 548 (1935) (“[T]he dis- 
tinction between direct and indirect effects of intrastate 
transactions upon interstate commerce must be recognized 
as a fundamental one.”).

These line-drawing exercises were untenable, and the
Court long ago abandoned them.  “[Q]uestions of the power 
of Congress [under the Commerce Clause],” we held in 
Wickard, “are not to be decided by reference to any for- 
mula which would give controlling force to nomenclature such 
as ‘production’ and ‘indirect’ and foreclose consideration of 
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the actual effects of the activity in question upon inter
state commerce.” 317 U. S., at 120.  See also Morrison, 
529 U. S., at 641–644 (Souter, J., dissenting) (recounting 
the Court’s “nearly disastrous experiment” with formalis
tic limits on Congress’ commerce power).  Failing to learn 
from this history, THE CHIEF JUSTICE plows ahead with
his formalistic distinction between those who are “active 
in commerce,” ante, at 20, and those who are not. 

It is not hard to show the difficulty courts (and Con
gress) would encounter in distinguishing statutes that reg
ulate “activity” from those that regulate “inactivity.”  As 
Judge Easterbrook noted, “it is possible to restate most 
actions as corresponding inactions with the same effect.” 
Archie v. Racine, 847 F. 2d 1211, 1213 (CA7 1988) (en 
banc). Take this case as an example.  An individual who 
opts not to purchase insurance from a private insurer can 
be seen as actively selecting another form of insurance: 
self-insurance.  See Thomas More Law Center, 651 F. 3d, 
at 561 (Sutton, J., concurring in part) (“No one is in
active when deciding how to pay for health care, as self
insurance and private insurance are two forms of action
for addressing the same risk.”). The minimum coverage
provision could therefore be described as regulating activ
ists in the self-insurance market.7 Wickard is another 
example. Did the statute there at issue target activity
(the growing of too much wheat) or inactivity (the farmer’s
failure to purchase wheat in the marketplace)?  If any
thing, the Court’s analysis suggested the latter.  See 317 
U. S., at 127–129. 

At bottom, THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s and the joint dissent
—————— 

7 THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s characterization of individuals who choose not 
to purchase private insurance as “doing nothing,” ante, at 20, is simi
larly questionable.  A person who self-insures opts against prepayment for
a product the person will in time consume.  When aggregated, exercise 
of that option has a substantial impact on the health-care market.  See 
supra, at 5–7, 16–17.   
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ers’ “view that an individual cannot be subject to Com
merce Clause regulation absent voluntary, affirmative acts
that enter him or her into, or affect, the interstate mar
ket expresses a concern for individual liberty that [is] 
more redolent of Due Process Clause arguments.”  Seven-
Sky, 661 F. 3d, at 19.  See also Troxel v. Granville, 530 
U. S. 57, 65 (2000) (plurality opinion) (“The [Due Process]
Clause also includes a substantive component that pro
vides heightened protection against government interfer
ence with certain fundamental rights and liberty inter
ests.” (internal quotation marks omitted)).  Plaintiffs have 
abandoned any argument pinned to substantive due pro
cess, however, see 648 F. 3d 1235, 1291, n. 93 (CA11 
2011), and now concede that the provisions here at issue 
do not offend the Due Process Clause.8 

2 
 Underlying THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s view that the Com
merce Clause must be confined to the regulation of active
participants in a commercial market is a fear that the
commerce power would otherwise know no limits.  See, 
e.g., ante, at 23 (Allowing Congress to compel an individ- 
ual not engaged in commerce to purchase a product would 
“permi[t] Congress to reach beyond the natural extent
of its authority, everywhere extending the sphere of its
activity, and drawing all power into its impetuous vortex.”
(internal quotation marks omitted)).  The joint dissenters 
—————— 

8 Some adherents to the joint dissent have questioned the existence of
substantive due process rights.  See McDonald v. Chicago, 561 U. S. 
___, ___ (2010) (THOMAS, J., concurring) (slip op., at 7) (The notion that
the Due Process Clause “could define the substance of th[e] righ[t to
liberty] strains credulity.”); Albright v. Oliver, 510 U. S. 266, 275 (1994) 
(SCALIA, J., concurring) (“I reject the proposition that the Due Process 
Clause guarantees certain (unspecified) liberties[.]”).  Given these 
Justices’ reluctance to interpret the Due Process Clause as guarantee
ing liberty interests, their willingness to plant such protections in the 
Commerce Clause is striking. 
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express a similar apprehension. See post, at 8 (If the
minimum coverage provision is upheld under the com
merce power then “the Commerce Clause becomes a font of 
unlimited power, . . . the hideous monster whose devour
ing jaws . . . spare neither sex nor age, nor high nor low,
nor sacred nor profane.” (internal quotation marks omit
ted)). This concern is unfounded. 
 First, THE CHIEF JUSTICE could certainly uphold the
individual mandate without giving Congress carte blanche 
to enact any and all purchase mandates.  As several times 
noted, the unique attributes of the health-care market
render everyone active in that market and give rise to a 
significant free-riding problem that does not occur in other
markets.  See supra, at 3–7, 16–18, 21. 

Nor would the commerce power be unbridled, absent 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s “activity” limitation.  Congress would
remain unable to regulate noneconomic conduct that has 
only an attenuated effect on interstate commerce and is 
traditionally left to state law.  See Lopez, 514 U. S., at 
567; Morrison, 529 U. S., at 617–619. In Lopez, for 
example, the Court held that the Federal Government
lacked power, under the Commerce Clause, to criminalize 
the possession of a gun in a local school zone.  Possessing 
a gun near a school, the Court reasoned, “is in no sense 
an economic activity that might, through repetition else
where, substantially affect any sort of interstate com
merce.” 514 U. S., at 567; ibid. (noting that the Court
would have “to pile inference upon inference” to conclude
that gun possession has a substantial effect on commerce).
Relying on similar logic, the Court concluded in Morrison 
that Congress could not regulate gender-motivated vio
lence, which the Court deemed to have too “attenuated 
[an] effect upon interstate commerce.” 529 U. S., at 615. 

An individual’s decision to self-insure, I have explained,
is an economic act with the requisite connection to inter
state commerce. See supra, at 16–17. Other choices 
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individuals make are unlikely to fit the same or similar 
description. As an example of the type of regulation he
fears, THE CHIEF JUSTICE cites a Government mandate to 
purchase green vegetables. Ante, at 22–23. One could call 
this concern “the broccoli horrible.”  Congress, THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE posits, might adopt such a mandate, reasoning
that an individual’s failure to eat a healthy diet, like the 
failure to purchase health insurance, imposes costs on 
others. See ibid. 

Consider the chain of inferences the Court would have 
to accept to conclude that a vegetable-purchase mandate
was likely to have a substantial effect on the health-care
costs borne by lithe Americans. The Court would have to 
believe that individuals forced to buy vegetables would 
then eat them (instead of throwing or giving them away),
would prepare the vegetables in a healthy way (steamed 
or raw, not deep-fried), would cut back on unhealthy foods, 
and would not allow other factors (such as lack of exercise 
or little sleep) to trump the improved diet.9  Such “pil[ing
of] inference upon inference” is just what the Court re
fused to do in Lopez and Morrison. 

Other provisions of the Constitution also check congres
sional overreaching. A mandate to purchase a particu- 
lar product would be unconstitutional if, for example, the
edict impermissibly abridged the freedom of speech, inter
fered with the free exercise of religion, or infringed on a 
liberty interest protected by the Due Process Clause. 
—————— 

9 The failure to purchase vegetables in THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s hypothet
ical, then, is not what leads to higher health-care costs for others; 
rather, it is the failure of individuals to maintain a healthy diet, and
the resulting obesity, that creates the cost-shifting problem.  See ante, 
at 22–23.  Requiring individuals to purchase vegetables is thus 
several steps removed from solving the problem.  The failure to obtain 
health insurance, by contrast, is the immediate cause of the cost-shifting 
Congress sought to address through the ACA.  See supra, at 5–7. 
Requiring individuals to obtain insurance attacks the source of the 
problem directly, in a single step. 
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Supplementing these legal restraints is a formidable 
check on congressional power: the democratic process.  See 
Raich, 545 U. S., at 33; Wickard, 317 U. S., at 120 (repeat
ing Chief Justice Marshall’s “warning that effective re
straints on [the commerce power’s] exercise must proceed 
from political rather than judicial processes” (citing Gib-
bons v. Ogden, 9 Wheat. 1, 197 (1824)).  As the controversy 
surrounding the passage of the Affordable Care Act at
tests, purchase mandates are likely to engender political 
resistance. This prospect is borne out by the behavior of 
state legislators. Despite their possession of unquestioned 
authority to impose mandates, state governments have
rarely done so. See Hall, Commerce Clause Challenges to
Health Care Reform, 159 U. Pa. L. Rev. 1825, 1838 (2011).

When contemplated in its extreme, almost any power 
looks dangerous.  The commerce power, hypothetically,
would enable Congress to prohibit the purchase and home
production of all meat, fish, and dairy goods, effectively 
compelling Americans to eat only vegetables. Cf. Raich, 
545 U. S., at 9; Wickard, 317 U. S., at 127–129.  Yet no one 
would offer the “hypothetical and unreal possibilit[y],” 
Pullman Co. v. Knott, 235 U. S. 23, 26 (1914), of a vegetar
ian state as a credible reason to deny Congress the author
ity ever to ban the possession and sale of goods.  THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE accepts just such specious logic when he 
cites the broccoli horrible as a reason to deny Congress
the power to pass the individual mandate.  Cf. R. Bork, 
The Tempting of America 169 (1990) (“Judges and lawyers
live on the slippery slope of analogies; they are not supposed
to ski it to the bottom.”).  But see, e.g., post, at 3 (joint opin
ion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ.) (assert
ing, outlandishly, that if the minimum coverage provision
is sustained, then Congress could make “breathing in and
out the basis for federal prescription”). 
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3 
To bolster his argument that the minimum coverage

provision is not valid Commerce Clause legislation, THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE emphasizes the provision’s novelty. See 
ante, at 18 (asserting that “sometimes the most telling 
indication of [a] severe constitutional problem . . . is the 
lack of historical precedent for Congress’s action” (internal
quotation marks omitted)).  While an insurance-purchase 
mandate may be novel, THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s argument 
certainly is not. “[I]n almost every instance of the exer- 
cise of the [commerce] power differences are asserted from 
previous exercises of it and made a ground of attack.” 
Hoke v. United States, 227 U. S. 308, 320 (1913).  See, e.g., 
Brief for Petitioner in Perez v. United States, O. T. 1970, 
No. 600, p. 5 (“unprecedented exercise of power”); Sup- 
plemental Brief for Appellees in Katzenbach v. McClung, 
O. T. 1964, No. 543, p. 40 (“novel assertion of federal
power”); Brief for Appellee in Wickard v. Filburn, O. T. 
1941, No. 59, p. 6  (“complete departure”).  For decades, 
the Court has declined to override legislation because of 
its novelty, and for good reason.  As our national economy 
grows and changes, we have recognized, Congress must 
adapt to the changing “economic and financial realities.” 
See supra, at 14–15. Hindering Congress’ ability to do so 
is shortsighted; if history is any guide, today’s constriction
of the Commerce Clause will not endure. See supra, at 
25–26. 

III
 
A 


For the reasons explained above, the minimum coverage
provision is valid Commerce Clause legislation.  See su-
pra, Part II. When viewed as a component of the entire 
ACA, the provision’s constitutionality becomes even plain
er. 

The Necessary and Proper Clause “empowers Congress 
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to enact laws in effectuation of its [commerce] powe[r] 
that are not within its authority to enact in isolation.” 
Raich, 545 U. S., at 39 (SCALIA, J., concurring in judgment).
Hence, “[a] complex regulatory program . . . can survive a 
Commerce Clause challenge without a showing that every
single facet of the program is independently and directly
related to a valid congressional goal.”  Indiana, 452 U. S., 
at 329, n. 17.  “It is enough that the challenged provisions 
are an integral part of the regulatory program and that
the regulatory scheme when considered as a whole satis
fies this test.” Ibid. (collecting cases).  See also Raich, 
545 U. S., at 24–25 (A challenged statutory provision
fits within Congress’ commerce authority if it is an “essen
tial par[t] of a larger regulation of economic activity,”
such that, in the absence of the provision, “the regulatory
scheme could be undercut.” (quoting Lopez, 514 U. S., at 
561)); Raich, 545 U. S., at 37 (SCALIA, J., concurring in
judgment) (“Congress may regulate even noneconomic 
local activity if that regulation is a necessary part of
a more general regulation of interstate commerce.  The 
relevant question is simply whether the means chosen are 
‘reasonably adapted’ to the attainment of a legitimate end 
under the commerce power.” (citation omitted)). 

Recall that one of Congress’ goals in enacting the Af
fordable Care Act was to eliminate the insurance indus
try’s practice of charging higher prices or denying coverage
to individuals with preexisting medical conditions.  See 
supra, at 9–10.  The commerce power allows Congress to 
ban this practice, a point no one disputes. See United 
States v. South-Eastern Underwriters Assn., 322 U. S. 533, 
545, 552–553 (1944) (Congress may regulate “the methods
by which interstate insurance companies do business.”). 

Congress knew, however, that simply barring insurance
companies from relying on an applicant’s medical history 
would not work in practice.  Without the individual man
date, Congress learned, guaranteed-issue and community

38952



   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

33 Cite as: 567 U. S. ____ (2012) 

Opinion of GINSBURG, J. 

rating requirements would trigger an adverse-selection
death-spiral in the health-insurance market: Insurance
premiums would skyrocket, the number of uninsured 
would increase, and insurance companies would exit the
market.  See supra, at 10–11.  When complemented by an 
insurance mandate, on the other hand, guaranteed issue
and community rating would work as intended, increasing 
access to insurance and reducing uncompensated care.
See supra, at 11–12. The minimum coverage provision is
thus an “essential par[t] of a larger regulation of economic
activity”; without the provision, “the regulatory scheme
[w]ould be undercut.” Raich, 545 U. S., at 24–25 (inter- 
nal quotation marks omitted). Put differently, the mini
mum coverage provision, together with the guaranteed
issue and community-rating requirements, is “ ‘reasonably 
adapted’ to the attainment of a legitimate end under
the commerce power”: the elimination of pricing and
sales practices that take an applicant’s medical history 
into account. See id., at 37 (SCALIA, J., concurring in
judgment). 

B 
Asserting that the Necessary and Proper Clause does

not authorize the minimum coverage provision, THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE focuses on the word “proper.”  A mandate to 
purchase health insurance is not “proper” legislation, THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE urges, because the command “under
mine[s] the structure of government established by the 
Constitution.” Ante, at 28. If long on rhetoric, THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE’s argument is short on substance. 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE cites only two cases in which this
Court concluded that a federal statute impermissibly 
transgressed the Constitution’s boundary between state
and federal authority: Printz v. United States, 521 U. S. 
898 (1997), and New York v. United States, 505 U. S. 
144 (1992). See ante, at 29. The statutes at issue in 
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both cases, however, compelled state officials to act on the 
Federal Government’s behalf.  521 U. S., at 925–933 (hold
ing unconstitutional a statute obligating state law en
forcement officers to implement a federal gun-control law); 
New York, 505 U. S., at 176–177 (striking down a statute 
requiring state legislators to pass regulations pursuant to 
Congress’ instructions).  “[Federal] laws conscripting state 
officers,” the Court reasoned, “violate state sovereignty
and are thus not in accord with the Constitution.” Printz, 
521 U. S., at 925, 935; New York, 505 U. S., at 176. 

The minimum coverage provision, in contrast, acts
“directly upon individuals, without employing the States
as intermediaries.” New York, 505 U. S., at 164.  The 
provision is thus entirely consistent with the Consti
tution’s design. See Printz, 521 U. S., at 920 (“[T]he
Framers explicitly chose a Constitution that confers upon 
Congress the power to regulate individuals, not States.” 
(internal quotation marks omitted)).

Lacking case law support for his holding, THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE nevertheless declares the minimum coverage
provision not “proper” because it is less “narrow in scope” 
than other laws this Court has upheld under the Neces
sary and Proper Clause. Ante, at 29 (citing United States 
v. Comstock, 560 U. S. ___ (2010); Sabri v. United States, 
541 U. S. 600 (2004); Jinks v. Richland County, 538 U. S. 
456 (2003)). THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s reliance on cases in 
which this Court has affirmed Congress’ “broad authority 
to enact federal legislation” under the Necessary and 
Proper Clause, Comstock, 560 U. S., at ___ (slip op., at 5), 
is underwhelming.

Nor does THE CHIEF JUSTICE pause to explain why the 
power to direct either the purchase of health insurance or, 
alternatively, the payment of a penalty collectible as a tax 
is more far-reaching than other implied powers this Court 
has found meet under the Necessary and Proper Clause.
These powers include the power to enact criminal laws, 
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see, e.g., United States v. Fox, 95 U. S. 670, 672 (1878); the
power to imprison, including civil imprisonment, see, e.g., 
Comstock, 560 U. S., at ___ (slip op., at 1); and the power 
to create a national bank, see McCulloch, 4 Wheat., at 425. 
See also Jinks, 538 U. S., at 463 (affirming Congress’ 
power to alter the way a state law is applied in state court, 
where the alteration “promotes fair and efficient operation 
of the federal courts”).10 

In failing to explain why the individual mandate threat
ens our constitutional order, THE CHIEF JUSTICE disserves 
future courts.  How is a judge to decide, when ruling on
the constitutionality of a federal statute, whether Con
gress employed an “independent power,” ante, at 28, or 
merely a “derivative” one, ante, at 29.  Whether the power
used is “substantive,” ante, at 30, or just “incidental,” ante, 
at 29? The instruction THE CHIEF JUSTICE, in effect, 
provides lower courts: You will know it when you see it.

It is more than exaggeration to suggest that the mini
mum coverage provision improperly intrudes on “essential 
attributes of state sovereignty.” Ibid. (internal quotation
marks omitted). First, the Affordable Care Act does not 
operate “in [an] are[a] such as criminal law enforcement or
education where States historically have been sovereign.” 
Lopez, 514 U. S., at 564.  As evidenced by Medicare, Medi
caid, the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 (ERISA), and the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), the Federal Govern

—————— 
10 Indeed, Congress regularly and uncontroversially requires individ

uals who are “doing nothing,” see ante, at 20, to take action.  Exam
ples include federal requirements to report for jury duty, 28 U. S. C.
§1866(g) (2006 ed., Supp. IV); to register for selective service, 50
U. S. C. App. §453; to purchase firearms and gear in anticipation of 
service in the Militia, 1 Stat. 271 (Uniform Militia Act of 1792); to turn 
gold currency over to the Federal Government in exchange for paper 
currency, see Nortz v. United States, 294 U. S. 317, 328 (1935); and to
file a tax return, 26 U. S. C. §6012 (2006 ed., Supp. IV). 
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ment plays a lead role in the health-care sector, both as a
direct payer and as a regulator. 

Second, and perhaps most important, the minimum 
coverage provision, along with other provisions of the
ACA, addresses the very sort of interstate problem that
made the commerce power essential in our federal system. 
See supra, at 12–14. The crisis created by the large num
ber of U. S. residents who lack health insurance is one of 
national dimension that States are “separately incompe
tent” to handle. See supra, at 7–8, 13. See also Maryland
Brief 15–26 (describing “the impediments to effective state 
policymaking that flow from the interconnectedness of 
each state’s healthcare economy” and emphasizing that
“state-level reforms cannot fully address the problems
associated with uncompensated care”).  Far from tram
pling on States’ sovereignty, the ACA attempts a federal 
solution for the very reason that the States, acting sepa
rately, cannot meet the need.  Notably, the ACA serves the 
general welfare of the people of the United States while 
retaining a prominent role for the States. See id., at 31– 
36 (explaining and illustrating how the ACA affords States
wide latitude in implementing key elements of the Act’s 
reforms).11 

—————— 
11 In a separate argument, the joint dissenters contend that the min

imum coverage provision is not necessary and proper because it was not 
the “only . . . way” Congress could have made the guaranteed-issue and
community-rating reforms work.  Post, at 9–10.  Congress could also
have avoided an insurance-market death spiral, the dissenters main
tain, by imposing a surcharge on those who did not previously purchase 
insurance when those individuals eventually enter the health
insurance system. Post, at 10. Or Congress could “den[y] a full income 
tax credit” to those who do not purchase insurance. Ibid. 

Neither a surcharge on those who purchase insurance nor the de
nial of a tax credit to those who do not would solve the problem created
by guaranteed-issue and community-rating requirements.  Neither 
would prompt the purchase of insurance before sickness or injury 
occurred. 
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IV 
In the early 20th century, this Court regularly struck

down economic regulation enacted by the peoples’ repre
sentatives in both the States and the Federal Government. 
See, e.g., Carter Coal Co., 298 U. S., at 303–304, 309–310; 
Dagenhart, 247 U. S., at 276–277; Lochner v. New York, 
198 U. S. 45, 64 (1905).  THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s Commerce 
Clause opinion, and even more so the joint dissenters’ 
reasoning, see post, at 4–16, bear a disquieting resem
blance to those long-overruled decisions.

Ultimately, the Court upholds the individual mandate
as a proper exercise of Congress’ power to tax and spend
“for the . . . general Welfare of the United States.”  Art. I, 
§8, cl. 1; ante, at 43–44.  I concur in that determination, 
which makes THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s Commerce Clause 
essay all the more puzzling. Why should THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE strive so mightily to hem in Congress’ capacity to
meet the new problems arising constantly in our ever
developing modern economy? I find no satisfying response
to that question in his opinion.12 

—————— 

But even assuming there were “practicable” alternatives to the
minimum coverage provision, “we long ago rejected the view that the 
Necessary and Proper Clause demands that an Act of Congress be
‘absolutely necessary’ to the exercise of an enumerated power.”  Jinks 
v. Richland County, 538 U. S. 456, 462 (2003) (quoting McCulloch 
v. Maryland, 4 Wheat. 316, 414–415 (1819)).  Rather, the statutory 
provision at issue need only be “conducive” and “[reasonably] adapted”
to the goal Congress seeks to achieve.  Jinks, 538 U. S., at 462 (internal 
quotation marks omitted).  The minimum coverage provision meets this 
requirement. See supra, at 31–33. 

12 THE CHIEF JUSTICE states that he must evaluate the constitution
ality of the minimum coverage provision under the Commerce Clause
because the provision “reads more naturally as a command to buy
insurance than as a tax.”  Ante, at 44. THE CHIEF JUSTICE ultimately
concludes, however, that interpreting the provision as a tax is a “fairly
possible” construction.  Ante, at 32 (internal quotation marks omitted).
That being so, I see no reason to undertake a Commerce Clause analy
sis that is not outcome determinative. 
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V 
Through Medicaid, Congress has offered the States an

opportunity to furnish health care to the poor with the aid
of federal financing. To receive federal Medicaid funds, 
States must provide health benefits to specified categories 
of needy persons, including pregnant women, children,
parents, and adults with disabilities.  Guaranteed eligibil
ity varies by category: for some it is tied to the federal 
poverty level (incomes up to 100% or 133%); for others it 
depends on criteria such as eligibility for designated state 
or federal assistance programs.  The ACA enlarges the
population of needy people States must cover to include
adults under age 65 with incomes up to 133% of the fed- 
eral poverty level.  The spending power conferred by the 
Constitution, the Court has never doubted, permits Con
gress to define the contours of programs financed with
federal funds. See, e.g., Pennhurst State School and Hos-
pital v. Halderman, 451 U. S. 1, 17 (1981).  And to expand
coverage, Congress could have recalled the existing legis
lation, and replaced it with a new law making Medicaid as
embracive of the poor as Congress chose.

The question posed by the 2010 Medicaid expansion, 
then, is essentially this: To cover a notably larger popula
tion, must Congress take the repeal/reenact route, or may
it achieve the same result by amending existing law?  The 
answer should be that Congress may expand by amend
ment the classes of needy persons entitled to Medicaid
benefits. A ritualistic requirement that Congress repeal
and reenact spending legislation in order to enlarge the
population served by a federally funded program would 
advance no constitutional principle and would scarcely
serve the interests of federalism.  To the contrary, such a 
requirement would rigidify Congress’ efforts to empower
States by partnering with them in the implementation of 
federal programs.

Medicaid is a prototypical example of federal-state coop
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eration in serving the Nation’s general welfare.  Rather 
than authorizing a federal agency to administer a uni- 
form national health-care system for the poor, Con-
gress offered States the opportunity to tailor Medicaid
grants to their particular needs, so long as they remain 
within bounds set by federal law. In shaping Medicaid,
Congress did not endeavor to fix permanently the terms 
participating states must meet; instead, Congress re
served the “right to alter, amend, or repeal” any provision 
of the Medicaid Act. 42 U. S. C. §1304.  States, for their 
part, agreed to amend their own Medicaid plans consistent
with changes from time to time made in the federal law.
See 42 CFR §430.12(c)(i) (2011). And from 1965 to the 
present, States have regularly conformed to Congress’ 
alterations of the Medicaid Act. 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE acknowledges that Congress may 
“condition the receipt of [federal] funds on the States’ 
complying with restrictions on the use of those funds,” 
ante, at 50, but nevertheless concludes that the 2010 
expansion is unduly coercive. His conclusion rests on 
three premises, each of them essential to his theory.  First, 
the Medicaid expansion is, in THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s view, a 
new grant program, not an addition to the Medicaid pro
gram existing before the ACA’s enactment. Congress, THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE maintains, has threatened States with the 
loss of funds from an old program in an effort to get them
to adopt a new one.  Second, the expansion was unforesee
able by the States when they first signed on to Medicaid. 
Third, the threatened loss of funding is so large that the
States have no real choice but to participate in the Medi
caid expansion. THE CHIEF JUSTICE therefore—for the 
first time ever—finds an exercise of Congress’ spending 
power unconstitutionally coercive.

Medicaid, as amended by the ACA, however, is not two
spending programs; it is a single program with a constant 
aim—to enable poor persons to receive basic health care 
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when they need it.  Given past expansions, plus express 
statutory warning that Congress may change the re
quirements participating States must meet, there can be 
no tenable claim that the ACA fails for lack of notice. 
Moreover, States have no entitlement to receive any Medi
caid funds; they enjoy only the opportunity to accept funds 
on Congress’ terms. Future Congresses are not bound 
by their predecessors’ dispositions; they have authority to 
spend federal revenue as they see fit. The Federal Gov
ernment, therefore, is not, as THE CHIEF JUSTICE charges,
threatening States with the loss of “existing” funds from
one spending program in order to induce them to opt into 
another program. Congress is simply requiring States to
do what States have long been required to do to receive
Medicaid funding: comply with the conditions Congress
prescribes for participation. 

A majority of the Court, however, buys the argument 
that prospective withholding of funds formerly available
exceeds Congress’ spending power. Given that holding, I
entirely agree with THE CHIEF JUSTICE as to the appropri
ate remedy. It is to bar the withholding found impermis
sible—not, as the joint dissenters would have it, to scrap 
the expansion altogether, see post, at 46–48. The dissent
ers’ view that the ACA must fall in its entirety is a radical
departure from the Court’s normal course.  When a consti
tutional infirmity mars a statute, the Court ordinarily
removes the infirmity. It undertakes a salvage operation;
it does not demolish the legislation.  See, e.g., Brockett v. 
Spokane Arcades, Inc., 472 U. S. 491, 504 (1985) (Court’s
normal course is to declare a statute invalid “to the extent 
that it reaches too far, but otherwise [to leave the statute]
intact”). That course is plainly in order where, as in this 
case, Congress has expressly instructed courts to leave
untouched every provision not found invalid.  See 42 
U. S. C. §1303.  Because THE CHIEF JUSTICE finds the 
withholding—not the granting—of federal funds incom
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patible with the Spending Clause, Congress’ extension of 
Medicaid remains available to any State that affirms its 
willingness to participate. 

A 
Expansion has been characteristic of the Medicaid pro

gram. Akin to the ACA in 2010, the Medicaid Act as 
passed in 1965 augmented existing federal grant programs
jointly administered with the States.13  States were not  
required to participate in Medicaid.  But if they did, the 
Federal Government paid at least half the costs. To qual-
ify for these grants, States had to offer a minimum level of 
health coverage to beneficiaries of four federally funded, 
state-administered welfare programs: Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children; Old Age Assistance; Aid to the Blind;
and Aid to the Permanently and Totally Disabled.  See 
Social Security Amendments of 1965, §121(a), 79 Stat. 
343; Schweiker v. Gray Panthers, 453 U. S. 34, 37 (1981). 
At their option, States could enroll additional “medically
needy” individuals; these costs, too, were partially borne by 
the Federal Government at the same, at least 50%, rate. 
Ibid. 

Since 1965, Congress has amended the Medicaid pro
gram on more than 50 occasions, sometimes quite sizably.
Most relevant here, between 1988 and 1990, Congress 

—————— 
13 Medicaid was “plainly an extension of the existing Kerr-Mills” 

grant program.  Huberfeld, Federalizing Medicaid, 14 U. Pa. J. Const.
L. 431, 444–445 (2011).  Indeed, the “section of the Senate report
dealing with Title XIX”—the title establishing Medicaid—“was entitled,
‘Improvement and Extension of Kerr-Mills Medical Assistance Pro
gram.’ ”  Stevens & Stevens, Welfare Medicine in America 51 (1974)
(quoting S. Rep. No. 404, 89th Cong., 1st Sess., pt. 1, p. 9 (1965)). 
Setting the pattern for Medicaid, Kerr-Mills reimbursed States for a
portion of the cost of health care provided to welfare recipients if
States met conditions specified in the federal law, e.g., participating
States were obliged to offer minimum coverage for hospitalization and 
physician services. See Huberfeld, supra, at 443–444. 
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required participating States to include among their bene
ficiaries pregnant women with family incomes up to 133% 
of the federal poverty level, children up to age 6 at the 
same income levels, and children ages 6 to 18 with family 
incomes up to 100% of the poverty level.  See 42 U. S. C. 
§§1396a(a)(10)(A)(i), 1396a(l); Medicare Catastrophic Cov
erage Act of 1988, §302, 102 Stat. 750; Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1989, §6401, 103 Stat. 2258; Om- 
nibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, §4601, 104 Stat.
1388–166. These amendments added millions to the 
Medicaid-eligible population. Dubay & Kenney, Lessons 
from the Medicaid Expansions for Children and Pregnant 
Women 5 (Apr. 1997). 

Between 1966 and 1990, annual federal Medicaid spend
ing grew from $631.6 million to $42.6 billion; state 
spending rose to $31 billion over the same period.  See Dept. 
of Health and Human Services, National Health Expendi
tures by Type of Service and Source of Funds: Calendar
Years 1960 to 2010 (table).14  And between 1990 and 2010, 
federal spending increased to $269.5 billion.  Ibid.  En
largement of the population and services covered by Medi
caid, in short, has been the trend. 

Compared to past alterations, the ACA is notable for the 
extent to which the Federal Government will pick up the
tab. Medicaid’s 2010 expansion is financed largely by 
federal outlays. In 2014, federal funds will cover 100% 
of the costs for newly eligible beneficiaries; that rate will 
gradually decrease before settling at 90% in 2020.  42 
U. S. C. §1396d(y) (2006 ed., Supp. IV).  By comparison,
federal contributions toward the care of beneficiaries 
eligible pre-ACA range from 50% to 83%, and averaged 
57% between 2005 and 2008. §1396d(b) (2006 ed., Supp. 

—————— 
14 Available online at http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-

and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/NationalHealthExpendData/
NationalHealthAccountsHistorical.html. 
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IV); Dept. of Health and Human Services, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, C. Truffer et al., 2010 
Actuarial Report on the Financial Outlook for Medicaid,
p. 20. 

Nor will the expansion exorbitantly increase state Medi
caid spending. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
projects that States will spend 0.8% more than they would
have, absent the ACA.  See CBO, Spending & Enrollment
Detail for CBO’s March 2009 Baseline.  But see ante, at 
44–45 (“[T]he Act dramatically increases state obligations 
under Medicaid.”); post, at 45 (joint opinion of SCALIA, 
KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ.) (“[A]cceptance of the
[ACA expansion] will impose very substantial costs on 
participating States.”).  Whatever the increase in state 
obligations after the ACA, it will pale in comparison to the 
increase in federal funding.15 

Finally, any fair appraisal of Medicaid would require 
acknowledgment of the considerable autonomy States 
enjoy under the Act. Far from “conscript[ing] state agen
cies into the national bureaucratic army,” ante, at 55 
(citing FERC v. Mississippi, 456 U. S. 742, 775 (1982) 
(O’Connor, J., concurring in judgment in part and dissent
ing in part) (brackets in original and internal quotation
marks omitted)), Medicaid “is designed to advance cooper
ative federalism.” Wisconsin Dept. of Health and Family 
Servs. v. Blumer, 534 U. S. 473, 495 (2002) (citing Harris 
v. McRae, 448 U. S. 297, 308 (1980)).  Subject to its basic 

—————— 
15 Even the study on which the plaintiffs rely, see Brief for Petitioners 

10, concludes that “[w]hile most states will experience some increase in
spending, this is quite small relative to the federal matching payments
and low relative to the costs of uncompensated care that [the states]
would bear if the[re] were no health reform.”  See Kaiser Commission 
on Medicaid & the Uninsured, Medicaid Coverage & Spending in
Health Reform 16 (May 2010).  Thus there can be no objection to the 
ACA’s expansion of Medicaid as an “unfunded mandate.”  Quite the 
contrary, the program is impressively well funded. 
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requirements, the Medicaid Act empowers States to “select 
dramatically different levels of funding and coverage,
alter and experiment with different financing and delivery 
modes, and opt to cover (or not to cover) a range of parti- 
cular procedures and therapies. States have leveraged
this policy discretion to generate a myriad of dramatically 
different Medicaid programs over the past several dec
ades.” Ruger, Of Icebergs and Glaciers, 75 Law & Con
temp. Probs. 215, 233 (2012) (footnote omitted).  The ACA 
does not jettison this approach.  States, as first-line ad
ministrators, will continue to guide the distribution of 
substantial resources among their needy populations.

The alternative to conditional federal spending, it bears
emphasis, is not state autonomy but state marginaliza
tion.16  In 1965, Congress elected to nationalize health
coverage for seniors through Medicare.  It could similarly
have established Medicaid as an exclusively federal pro
gram. Instead, Congress gave the States the opportunity
to partner in the program’s administration and develop
ment. Absent from the nationalized model, of course, is 
the state-level policy discretion and experimentation that 
is Medicaid’s hallmark; undoubtedly the interests of fed
eralism are better served when States retain a meaning- 
ful role in the implementation of a program of such 
importance. See Caminker, State Sovereignty and Sub
ordinacy, 95 Colum. L. Rev. 1001, 1002–1003 (1995) (coopera- 
tive federalism can preserve “a significant role for state
discretion in achieving specified federal goals, where the
alternative is complete federal preemption of any state 

—————— 
16 In 1972, for example, Congress ended the federal cash-assistance

program for the aged, blind, and disabled.  That program previously
had been operated jointly by the Federal and State Governments, as
is the case with Medicaid today. Congress replaced the cooperative
federal program with the nationalized Supplemental Security In- 
come (SSI) program. See Schweiker v. Gray Panthers, 453 U. S. 34, 38 
(1981). 
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regulatory role”); Rose-Ackerman, Cooperative Federalism 
and Co-optation, 92 Yale L. J. 1344, 1346 (1983) (“If 
the federal government begins to take full responsibility
for social welfare spending and preempts the states, the
result is likely to be weaker . . . state governments.”).17 

Although Congress “has no obligation to use its Spend
ing Clause power to disburse funds to the States,” College 
Savings Bank v. Florida Prepaid Postsecondary Ed. Ex-
pense Bd., 527 U. S. 666, 686 (1999), it has provided Medi
caid grants notable for their generosity and flexibility.
“[S]uch funds,” we once observed, “are gifts,” id., at 686– 
687, and so they have remained through decades of expan
sion in their size and scope. 

B 
The Spending Clause authorizes Congress “to pay the

Debts and provide for the . . . general Welfare of the
United States.”  Art. I, §8, cl. 1.  To ensure that federal funds 
granted to the States are spent “to ‘provide for the . . . 
general Welfare’ in the manner Congress intended,” ante, 
at 46, Congress must of course have authority to impose
limitations on the States’ use of the federal dollars.  This 
Court, time and again, has respected Congress’ prescrip
tion of spending conditions, and has required States to
abide by them. See, e.g., Pennhurst, 451 U. S., at 17 
(“[O]ur cases have long recognized that Congress may fix 
the terms on which it shall disburse federal money to the 
States.”). In particular, we have recognized Congress’ 
prerogative to condition a State’s receipt of Medicaid 

—————— 
17 THE CHIEF JUSTICE and the joint dissenters perceive in cooperative 

federalism a “threa[t]” to “political accountability.”  Ante, at 48; see 
post, at 34–35.  By that, they mean voter confusion: Citizens upset by
unpopular government action, they posit, may ascribe to state officials
blame more appropriately laid at Congress’ door. But no such confu
sion is apparent in this case: Medicaid’s status as a federally funded, 
state-administered program is hardly hidden from view. 
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funding on compliance with the terms Congress set for
participation in the program.  See, e.g., Harris, 448 U. S., 
at 301 (“[O]nce a State elects to participate [in Medicaid], 
it must comply with the requirements of [the Medicaid
Act].”); Arkansas Dept. of Health and Human Servs. v. 
Ahlborn, 547 U. S. 268, 275 (2006); Frew v. Hawkins, 540 
U. S. 431, 433 (2004); Atkins v. Rivera, 477 U. S. 154, 156– 
157 (1986).

Congress’ authority to condition the use of federal funds
is not confined to spending programs as first launched.
The legislature may, and often does, amend the law, im
posing new conditions grant recipients henceforth must 
meet in order to continue receiving funds. See infra, at 54 
(describing Bennett v. Kentucky Dept. of Ed., 470 U. S. 
656, 659–660 (1985) (enforcing restriction added five years
after adoption of educational program)). 

Yes, there are federalism-based limits on the use of 
Congress’ conditional spending power.  In the leading
decision in this area, South Dakota v. Dole, 483 U. S. 203 
(1987), the Court identified four criteria.  The conditions 
placed on federal grants to States must (a) promote the 
“general welfare,” (b) “unambiguously” inform States what 
is demanded of them, (c) be germane “to the federal inter
est in particular national projects or programs,” and (d)
not “induce the States to engage in activities that would
themselves be unconstitutional.”  Id., at 207–208, 210 
(internal quotation marks omitted).18 

The Court in Dole mentioned, but did not adopt, a fur
ther limitation, one hypothetically raised a half-century 
earlier: In “some circumstances,” Congress might be pro
hibited from offering a “financial inducement . . . so coer

—————— 
18 Although the plaintiffs, in the proceedings below, did not contest 

the ACA’s satisfaction of these criteria, see 648 F. 3d 1235, 1263 (CA11
2011), THE CHIEF JUSTICE appears to rely heavily on the second crite- 
rion. Compare ante, at 52, 54, with infra, at 52–54. 
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cive as to pass the point at which ‘pressure turns into 
compulsion.’ ” Id., at 211 (quoting Steward Machine Co. v. 
Davis, 301 U. S. 548, 590 (1937)).  Prior to today’s deci
sion, however, the Court has never ruled that the terms of 
any grant crossed the indistinct line between temptation
and coercion. 

Dole involved the National Minimum Drinking Age Act, 
23 U. S. C. §158, enacted in 1984.  That Act directed the 
Secretary of Transportation to withhold 5% of the federal 
highway funds otherwise payable to a State if the State 
permitted purchase of alcoholic beverages by persons 
less than 21 years old.  Drinking age was not within the 
authority of Congress to regulate, South Dakota argued,
because the Twenty-First Amendment gave the States
exclusive power to control the manufacture, transporta
tion, and consumption of alcoholic beverages.  The small 
percentage of highway-construction funds South Dakota
stood to lose by adhering to 19 as the age of eligibility to 
purchase 3.2% beer, however, was not enough to qualify as
coercion, the Court concluded. 

This case does not present the concerns that led the 
Court in Dole even to consider the prospect of coercion.  In 
Dole, the condition—set 21 as the minimum drinking age—
did not tell the States how to use funds Congress pro-
vided for highway construction. Further, in view of the 
Twenty-First Amendment, it was an open question whether 
Congress could directly impose a national minimum
drinking age. 

The ACA, in contrast, relates solely to the federally 
funded Medicaid program; if States choose not to comply,
Congress has not threatened to withhold funds earmarked 
for any other program.  Nor does the ACA use Medicaid 
funding to induce States to take action Congress itself 
could not undertake.  The Federal Government undoubt
edly could operate its own health-care program for poor 
persons, just as it operates Medicare for seniors’ health 
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care. See supra, at 44. 
That is what makes this such a simple case, and the 

Court’s decision so unsettling.  Congress, aiming to assist
the needy, has appropriated federal money to subsidize
state health-insurance programs that meet federal stand
ards. The principal standard the ACA sets is that the 
state program cover adults earning no more than 133% of
the federal poverty line. Enforcing that prescription en
sures that federal funds will be spent on health care for 
the poor in furtherance of Congress’ present perception of 
the general welfare. 

C 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE asserts that the Medicaid expan

sion creates a “new health care program.” Ante, at 54. 
Moreover, States could “hardly anticipate” that Congress 
would “transform [the program] so dramatically.”  Ante, 
at 55. Therefore, THE CHIEF JUSTICE maintains, Congress’ 
threat to withhold “old” Medicaid funds based on a State’s 
refusal to participate in the “new” program is a “threa[t] to
terminate [an]other . . . independent gran[t].” Ante, at 50, 
52–53. And because the threat to withhold a large amount 
of funds from one program “leaves the States with no real
option but to acquiesce [in a newly created program],” THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE concludes, the Medicaid expansion is un
constitutionally coercive. Ante, at 52. 

1 
The starting premise on which THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s 

coercion analysis rests is that the ACA did not really
“extend” Medicaid; instead, Congress created an entirely
new program to co-exist with the old.  THE CHIEF JUSTICE 
calls the ACA new, but in truth, it simply reaches more of 
America’s poor than Congress originally covered. 

Medicaid was created to enable States to provide medi
cal assistance to “needy persons.” See S. Rep. No. 404, 
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89th Cong., 1st Sess., pt. 1, p. 9 (1965).  See also §121(a), 
79 Stat. 343 (The purpose of Medicaid is to enable States
“to furnish . . . medical assistance on behalf of [certain
persons] whose income and resources are insufficient to
meet the costs of necessary medical services.”). By bring
ing health care within the reach of a larger population of
Americans unable to afford it, the Medicaid expansion is 
an extension of that basic aim. 

The Medicaid Act contains hundreds of provisions gov
erning operation of the program, setting conditions rang
ing from “Limitation on payments to States for expend- 
itures attributable to taxes,” 42 U. S. C. §1396a(t) (2006 
ed.), to “Medical assistance to aliens not lawfully admitted
for permanent residence,” §1396b(v) (2006 ed. and Supp.
IV). The Medicaid expansion leaves unchanged the vast 
majority of these provisions; it adds beneficiaries to the 
existing program and specifies the rate at which States
will be reimbursed for services provided to the added bene- 
ficiaries. See ACA §§2001(a)(1), (3), 124 Stat. 271–272.
The ACA does not describe operational aspects of the
program for these newly eligible persons; for that infor
mation, one must read the existing Medicaid Act.  See 42 
U. S. C. §§1396–1396v(b) (2006 ed. and Supp. IV). 

Congress styled and clearly viewed the Medicaid expan
sion as an amendment to the Medicaid Act, not as a “new” 
health-care program. To the four categories of beneficiar
ies for whom coverage became mandatory in 1965, and the 
three mandatory classes added in the late 1980’s, see 
supra, at 41–42, the ACA adds an eighth: individuals 
under 65 with incomes not exceeding 133% of the federal 
poverty level. The expansion is effectuated by §2001 of the
ACA, aptly titled: “Medicaid Coverage for the Lowest
Income Populations.” 124 Stat. 271.  That section amends 
Title 42, Chapter 7, Subchapter XIX: Grants to States for
Medical Assistance Programs. Commonly known as the
Medicaid Act, Subchapter XIX filled some 278 pages in 
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2006. Section 2001 of the ACA would add approximately 
three pages.19 

Congress has broad authority to construct or adjust
spending programs to meet its contemporary understand
ing of “the general Welfare.”  Helvering v. Davis, 301 U. S. 
619, 640–641 (1937). Courts owe a large measure of re
spect to Congress’ characterization of the grant programs 
it establishes.  See Steward Machine, 301 U. S., at 594. 
Even if courts were inclined to second-guess Congress’ 
conception of the character of its legislation, how would 
reviewing judges divine whether an Act of Congress, pur
porting to amend a law, is in reality not an amendment,
but a new creation? At what point does an extension
become so large that it “transforms” the basic law?

Endeavoring to show that Congress created a new pro
gram, THE CHIEF JUSTICE cites three aspects of the ex
pansion. First, he asserts that, in covering those earning
no more than 133% of the federal poverty line, the Medi
caid expansion, unlike pre-ACA Medicaid, does not “care
for the neediest among us.”  Ante, at 53. What makes 
that so? Single adults earning no more than $14,856 per 
year—133% of the current federal poverty level—surely 
rank among the Nation’s poor. 

Second, according to THE CHIEF JUSTICE, “Congress
mandated that newly eligible persons receive a level of 
coverage that is less comprehensive than the traditional 
Medicaid benefit package.”  Ibid.  That less comprehensive 
benefit package, however, is not an innovation introduced
by the ACA; since 2006, States have been free to use it for 
many of their Medicaid beneficiaries.20  The level of bene
—————— 

19 Compare Subchapter XIX, 42 U. S. C. §§1396–1396v(b) (2006 ed. 
and Supp. IV) with §§1396a(a) (10)(A)(i)(VIII) (2006 ed. and Supp. 
IV); 1396a(a) (10)(A)(ii)(XX), 1396a(a)(75), 1396a(k), 1396a(gg) to (hh),
1396d(y), 1396r–1(e), 1396u–7(b)(5) to (6). 

20 The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 authorized States to provide
“benchmark coverage” or “benchmark equivalent coverage” to certain 
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fits offered therefore does not set apart post-ACA Medicaid
recipients from all those entitled to benefits pre-ACA.
 Third, THE CHIEF JUSTICE correctly notes that the 
reimbursement rate for participating States is differ
ent regarding individuals who became Medicaid-eligible 
through the ACA. Ibid. But the rate differs only in its 
generosity to participating States. Under pre-ACA Medi
caid, the Federal Government pays up to 83% of the costs 
of coverage for current enrollees, §1396d(b) (2006 ed. and 
Supp. IV); under the ACA, the federal contribution starts 
at 100% and will eventually settle at 90%, §1396d(y). 
Even if one agreed that a change of as little as 7 percent
age points carries constitutional significance, is it not
passing strange to suggest that the purported incursion on 
state sovereignty might have been averted, or at least 
mitigated, had Congress offered States less money to carry 
out the same obligations? 

Consider also that Congress could have repealed Medi
caid. See supra, at 38–39 (citing 42 U. S. C. §1304); Brief 
for Petitioners in No. 11–400, p. 41.  Thereafter, Congress
could have enacted Medicaid II, a new program combin
ing the pre-2010 coverage with the expanded coverage
required by the ACA.  By what right does a court stop 
Congress from building up without first tearing down? 

2 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE finds the Medicaid expansion vul

nerable because it took participating States by surprise. 
Ante, at 54.  “A State could hardly anticipate that Con
gres[s]” would endeavor to “transform [the Medicaid pro
gram] so dramatically,” he states. Ante, at 54–55.  For the 
notion that States must be able to foresee, when they sign
up, alterations Congress might make later on, THE CHIEF 
—————— 

Medicaid populations.  See §6044, 120 Stat. 88, 42 U. S. C. §1396u–7
(2006 ed. and Supp. IV).  States may offer the same level of coverage to
persons newly eligible under the ACA.  See §1396a(k). 
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JUSTICE cites only one case: Pennhurst State School and 
Hospital v. Halderman, 451 U. S. 1. 

In Pennhurst, residents of a state-run, federally funded
institution for the mentally disabled complained of abu
sive treatment and inhumane conditions in alleged viola
tion of the Developmentally Disabled Assistance and Bill
of Rights Act. 451 U. S., at 5–6.  We held that the State 
was not answerable in damages for violating conditions
it did not “voluntarily and knowingly accep[t].” Id., at 17, 
27. Inspecting the statutory language and legislative his
tory, we found that the Act did not “unambiguously” im
pose the requirement on which the plaintiffs relied: that
they receive appropriate treatment in the least restrictive
environment. Id., at 17–18.  Satisfied that Congress had 
not clearly conditioned the States’ receipt of federal funds
on the States’ provision of such treatment, we declined to
read such a requirement into the Act.  Congress’ spending
power, we concluded, “does not include surprising partici
pating States with postacceptance or ‘retroactive’ condi
tions.” Id., at 24–25. 

Pennhurst thus instructs that “if Congress intends to 
impose a condition on the grant of federal moneys, it must 
do so unambiguously.”  Ante, at 53 (quoting Pennhurst, 
451 U. S., at 17).  That requirement is met in this case.
Section 2001 does not take effect until 2014.  The ACA 
makes perfectly clear what will be required of States that 
accept Medicaid funding after that date: They must extend
eligibility to adults with incomes no more than 133% of 
the federal poverty line.  See 42 U. S. C. §1396a(a)(10)(A) 
(i)(VIII) (2006 ed. and Supp. IV). 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE appears to find in Pennhurst a 
requirement that, when spending legislation is first 
passed, or when States first enlist in the federal program, 
Congress must provide clear notice of conditions it might
later impose. If I understand his point correctly, it was
incumbent on Congress, in 1965, to warn the States clearly 
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of the size and shape potential changes to Medicaid might 
take. And absent such notice, sizable changes could not be
made mandatory. Our decisions do not support such a 
requirement.21

 In Bennett v. New Jersey, 470 U. S. 632 (1985), the
Secretary of Education sought to recoup Title I funds22 

based on the State’s noncompliance, from 1970 to 1972, 
with a 1978 amendment to Title I. Relying on Pennhurst, 
we rejected the Secretary’s attempt to recover funds based
on the States’ alleged violation of a rule that did not exist 
when the State accepted and spent the funds.  See 470 
U. S., at 640 (“New Jersey[,] when it applied for and re
ceived Title I funds for the years 1970–1972[,] had no 
basis to believe that the propriety of the expenditures
would be judged by any standards other than the ones in
effect at the time.” (citing Pennhurst, 451 U. S., at 17, 24– 
25; emphasis added)).

When amendment of an existing grant program has no
such retroactive effect, however, we have upheld Congress’ 
instruction. In Bennett v. Kentucky Dept. of Ed., 470 U. S. 
656 (1985), the Secretary sued to recapture Title I funds
based on the Commonwealth’s 1974 violation of a spend
ing condition Congress added to Title I in 1970.  Rejecting
Kentucky’s argument pinned to Pennhurst, we held that 

—————— 
21 THE CHIEF JUSTICE observes that “Spending Clause legislation

[i]s much in the nature of a contract.” Ante, at 46 (internal quotation 
marks omitted).  See also post, at 33 (joint opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, 
THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ.) (same).  But the Court previously has rec- 
ognized that “[u]nlike normal contractual undertakings, federal grant 
programs originate in and remain governed by statutory provisions
expressing the judgment of Congress concerning desirable public 
policy.” Bennett v. Kentucky Dept. of Ed., 470 U. S. 656, 669 (1985). 

22 Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
provided federal grants to finance supplemental educational programs
in school districts with high concentrations of children from low-income
families.  See Bennett v. New Jersey, 470 U. S. 632, 634–635 (1985) 
(citing Pub. L. No. 89–10, 79 Stat. 27). 
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the Commonwealth suffered no surprise after accepting
the federal funds. Kentucky was therefore obliged to re- 
turn the money. 470 U. S., at 665–666, 673–674.  The 
conditions imposed were to be assessed as of 1974, in light 
of “the legal requirements in place when the grants were
made,” id., at 670, not as of 1965, when Title I was origi
nally enacted.

As these decisions show, Pennhurst’s rule demands that 
conditions on federal funds be unambiguously clear at the 
time a State receives and uses the money—not at the time,
perhaps years earlier, when Congress passed the law 
establishing the program.  See also Dole, 483 U. S., at 208 
(finding Pennhurst satisfied based on the clarity of the 
Federal Aid Highway Act as amended in 1984, without 
looking back to 1956, the year of the Act’s adoption). 

In any event, from the start, the Medicaid Act put
States on notice that the program could be changed: “The
right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision of [Medi
caid],” the statute has read since 1965, “is hereby reserved 
to the Congress.” 42 U. S. C. §1304.  The “effect of these 
few simple words” has long been settled.  See National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation v. Atchison, T. & S. F. R. 
Co., 470 U. S. 451, 467–468, n. 22 (1985) (citing Sinking 
Fund Cases, 99 U. S. 700, 720 (1879)).  By reserving the
right to “alter, amend, [or] repeal” a spending program,
Congress “has given special notice of its intention to retain 
. . . full and complete power to make such alterations and
amendments . . . as come within the just scope of legisla
tive power.” Id., at 720. 

Our decision in Bowen v. Public Agencies Opposed to 
Social Security Entrapment, 477 U. S. 41, 51–52 (1986), is 
guiding here. As enacted in 1935, the Social Security Act 
did not cover state employees.  Id., at 44.  In response to
pressure from States that wanted coverage for their em
ployees, Congress, in 1950, amended the Act to allow 
States to opt into the program. Id., at 45. The statutory 
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provision giving States this option expressly permitted 
them to withdraw from the program. Ibid. 

Beginning in the late 1970’s, States increasingly exer
cised the option to withdraw. Id., at 46.  Concerned that 
withdrawals were threatening the integrity of Social 
Security, Congress repealed the termination provision.
Congress thereby changed Social Security from a program
voluntary for the States to one from which they could not 
escape. Id., at 48. California objected, arguing that the 
change impermissibly deprived it of a right to withdraw
from Social Security. Id., at 49–50.  We unanimously 
rejected California’s argument.  Id., at 51–53. By includ
ing in the Act “a clause expressly reserving to it ‘[t]he 
right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision’ of the Act,” 
we held, Congress put States on notice that the Act 
“created no contractual rights.” Id., at 51–52. The States 
therefore had no law-based ground on which to complain
about the amendment, despite the significant character of 
the change.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE nevertheless would rewrite §1304
to countenance only the “right to alter somewhat,” or 
“amend, but not too much.” Congress, however, did not so 
qualify §1304. Indeed, Congress retained discretion to 
“repeal” Medicaid, wiping it out entirely. Cf. Delta Air 
Lines, Inc. v. August, 450 U. S. 346, 368 (1981) (Rehnquist,
J., dissenting) (invoking “the common-sense maxim that 
the greater includes the lesser”).  As Bowen indicates, no 
State could reasonably have read §1304 as reserving to
Congress authority to make adjustments only if modestly 
sized. 

In fact, no State proceeded on that understanding.  In com
pliance with Medicaid regulations, each State expressly
undertook to abide by future Medicaid changes. See 42 
CFR §430.12(c)(1) (2011) (“The [state Medicaid] plan must
provide that it will be amended whenever necessary to
reflect . . . [c]hanges in Federal law, regulations, policy 
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interpretations, or court decisions.”).  Whenever a State 
notifies the Federal Government of a change in its own 
Medicaid program, the State certifies both that it knows
the federally set terms of participation may change, and 
that it will abide by those changes as a condition of con
tinued participation. See, e.g., Florida Agency for Health
Care Admin., State Plan Under Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act Medical Assistance Program §7.1, p. 86 (Oct.
6, 1992).

THE CHIEF JUSTICE insists that the most recent expan
sion, in contrast to its predecessors, “accomplishes a shift
in kind, not merely degree.” Ante, at 53.  But why was 
Medicaid altered only in degree, not in kind, when Con
gress required States to cover millions of children and 
pregnant women? See supra, at 41–42. Congress did not 
“merely alte[r] and expan[d] the boundaries of ” the Aid to
Families with Dependent Children program. But see ante, 
at 53–55. Rather, Congress required participating States
to provide coverage tied to the federal poverty level (as it
later did in the ACA), rather than to the AFDC program. 
See Brief for National Health Law Program et al. as Amici 
Curiae 16–18.  In short, given §1304, this Court’s con
struction of §1304’s language in Bowen, and the enlarge
ment of Medicaid in the years since 1965,23 a State would 
be hard put to complain that it lacked fair notice when,
in 2010, Congress altered Medicaid to embrace a larger
portion of the Nation’s poor. 

3 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE ultimately asks whether “the finan

—————— 
23 Note, in this regard, the extension of Social Security, which began

in 1935 as an old-age pension program, then expanded to include sur- 
vivor benefits in 1939 and disability benefits in 1956.  See Social 
Security Act, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 622–625; Social Security Act Amend
ments of 1939, 53 Stat. 1364–1365; Social Security Amendments of
1956, ch. 836,  §103, 70 Stat. 815–816. 
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cial inducement offered by Congress . . . pass[ed] the point 
at which pressure turns into compulsion.” Ante, at 50 
(internal quotation marks omitted).  The financial in
ducement Congress employed here, he concludes, crosses 
that threshold: The threatened withholding of “existing 
Medicaid funds” is “a gun to the head” that forces States to
acquiesce. Ante, at 50–51 (citing 42 U. S. C. §1396c).24

 THE CHIEF JUSTICE sees no need to “fix the outermost 
line,” Steward Machine, 301 U. S., at 591, “where persua
sion gives way to coercion,” ante, at 55. Neither do the 
joint dissenters.  See post, at 36, 38.25  Notably, the deci

—————— 
24 The joint dissenters, for their part, would make this the entire in

quiry.  “[I]f States really have no choice other than to accept the pack
age,” they assert, “the offer is coercive.” Post, at 35. THE CHIEF JUSTICE 

recognizes Congress’ authority to construct a single federal program 
and “condition the receipt of funds on the States’ complying with
restrictions on the use of those funds.” Ante, at 50.  For the joint
dissenters, however, all that matters, it appears, is whether States can 
resist the temptation of a given federal grant.  Post, at 35. On this 
logic, any federal spending program, sufficiently large and well-funded, 
would be unconstitutional.  The joint dissenters point to smaller pro
grams States might have the will to refuse.  See post, at 40–41 (elemen
tary and secondary education).  But how is a court to judge whether
“only 6.6% of all state expenditures,” post, at 41, is an amount States 
could or would do without? 

Speculations of this genre are characteristic of the joint dissent. See, 
e.g., post, at 35 (“it may be state officials who will bear the brunt of 
public disapproval” for joint federal-state endeavors); ibid., (“federal
officials . . . may remain insulated from the electoral ramifications of 
their decision”); post, at 37 (“a heavy federal tax . . . levied to support a
federal program that offers large grants to the States . . . may, as a 
practical matter, [leave States] unable to refuse to participate”); ibid. 
(withdrawal from a federal program “would likely force the State to 
impose a huge tax increase”); post, at 46 (state share of ACA expansion 
costs “may increase in the future”) (all emphasis added; some internal
quotation marks omitted).  The joint dissenters are long on conjecture
and short on real-world examples. 

25 The joint dissenters also rely heavily on Congress’ perceived intent
to coerce the States.  Post, at 42–46; see, e.g., post, at 42 (“In crafting the
ACA, Congress clearly expressed its informed view that no State could 
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sion on which they rely, Steward Machine, found the 
statute at issue inside the line, “wherever the line may 
be.” 301 U. S., at 591. 

When future Spending Clause challenges arrive, as they
likely will in the wake of today’s decision, how will liti
gants and judges assess whether “a State has a legitimate 
choice whether to accept the federal conditions in ex
change for federal funds”?  Ante, at 48. Are courts to 
measure the number of dollars the Federal Government 
might withhold for noncompliance?  The portion of the
State’s budget at stake? And which State’s—or States’— 
budget is determinative: the lead plaintiff, all challenging 
States (26 in this case, many with quite different fiscal
situations), or some national median? Does it matter that
Florida, unlike most States, imposes no state income tax,
and therefore might be able to replace foregone federal 
funds with new state revenue?26  Or that the coercion state 
—————— 

possibly refuse the offer that the ACA extends.”).  We should not lightly
ascribe to Congress an intent to violate the Constitution (at least as my
colleagues read it).  This is particularly true when the ACA could just
as well be comprehended as demonstrating Congress’ mere expectation, 
in light of the uniformity of past participation and the generosity of the
federal contribution, that States would not withdraw.  Cf. South Dakota 
v. Dole, 483 U. S. 203, 211 (1987) (“We cannot conclude . . . that a con
ditional grant of federal money . . . is unconstitutional simply by
reason of its success in achieving the congressional objective.”). 

26 Federal taxation of a State’s citizens, according to the joint dissent
ers, may diminish a State’s ability to raise new revenue.  This, in turn, 
could limit a State’s capacity to replace a federal program with an
“equivalent” state-funded analog.  Post, at 40.  But it cannot be true 
that “the amount of the federal taxes extracted from the taxpayers of a
State to pay for the program in question is relevant in determining 
whether there is impermissible coercion.”  Post, at 37.  When the 
United States Government taxes United States citizens, it taxes them 
“in their individual capacities” as “the people of America”—not as
residents of a particular State.  See U. S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton, 
514 U. S. 779, 839 (1995) (KENNEDY, J., concurring).  That is because 
the “Framers split the atom of sovereignty[,] . . . establishing two orders
of government”—“one state and one federal”—“each with its own direct 
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officials in fact fear is punishment at the ballot box for 
turning down a politically popular federal grant? 

The coercion inquiry, therefore, appears to involve polit- 
ical judgments that defy judicial calculation.  See Baker 
v. Carr, 369 U. S. 186, 217 (1962).  Even commentators 
sympathetic to robust enforcement of Dole’s limitations, 
see supra, at 46, have concluded that conceptions of 
“impermissible coercion” premised on States’ perceived 
inability to decline federal funds “are just too amorphous
to be judicially administrable.”  Baker & Berman, Getting 
off the Dole, 78 Ind. L. J. 459, 521, 522, n. 307 (2003) 
(citing, e.g., Scalia, The Rule of Law as a Law of Rules, 56 
U. Chi. L. Rev. 1175 (1989)).

At bottom, my colleagues’ position is that the States’ 
reliance on federal funds limits Congress’ authority to
alter its spending programs.  This gets things backwards: 
Congress, not the States, is tasked with spending federal 
money in service of the general welfare.  And each succes
sive Congress is empowered to appropriate funds as it sees
fit. When the 110th Congress reached a conclusion about
Medicaid funds that differed from its predecessors’ view,
it abridged no State’s right to “existing,” or “pre-existing,”
funds. But see ante, at 51–52; post, at 47–48 (joint opinion
of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ.).  For, in 

—————— 

relationship” to the people. Id., at 838. 
A State therefore has no claim on the money its residents pay in

federal taxes, and federal “spending programs need not help people in
all states in the same measure.”  See Brief for David Satcher et al. as 
Amici Curiae 19. In 2004, for example, New Jersey received 55 cents 
in federal spending for every dollar its residents paid to the Federal
Government in taxes, while Mississippi received $1.77 per tax dollar
paid. C. Dubay, Tax Foundation, Federal Tax Burdens and Expendi
tures by State: Which States Gain Most from Federal Fiscal Opera
tions? 2 (Mar. 2006).  Thus no constitutional problem was created when
Arizona declined for 16 years to participate in Medicaid, even though 
its residents’ tax dollars financed Medicaid programs in every other 
State. 
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fact, there are no such funds.  There is only money States 
anticipate receiving from future Congresses. 

D 
Congress has delegated to the Secretary of Health and

Human Services the authority to withhold, in whole or 
in part, federal Medicaid funds from States that fail to 
comply with the Medicaid Act as originally composed and as
subsequently amended. 42 U. S. C. §1396c.27  THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE, however, holds that the Constitution precludes 
the Secretary from withholding “existing” Medicaid funds
based on States’ refusal to comply with the expanded Medi
caid program.  Ante, at 55. For the foregoing reasons, I 
disagree that any such withholding would violate the
Spending Clause.  Accordingly, I would affirm the decision 
of the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit in this
regard.

But in view of THE CHIEF JUSTICE’s disposition, I agree
with him that the Medicaid Act’s severability clause de
termines the appropriate remedy. That clause provides
that “[i]f any provision of [the Medicaid Act], or the appli
cation thereof to any person or circumstance, is held in- 
valid, the remainder of the chapter, and the application of
such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not
be affected thereby.” 42 U. S. C. §1303. 

The Court does not strike down any provision of the 

—————— 
27 As THE CHIEF JUSTICE observes, the Secretary is authorized to

withhold all of a State’s Medicaid funding.  See ante, at 51.  But total 
withdrawal is what the Secretary may, not must, do. She has discre
tion to withhold only a portion of the Medicaid funds otherwise due a 
noncompliant State.  See §1396c; cf. 45 CFR §80.10(f) (2011) (Secretary 
may enforce Title VI’s nondiscrimination requirement through “refusal 
to grant or continue Federal financial assistance, in whole or in part.” 
(emphasis added)).  The Secretary, it is worth noting, may herself 
experience political pressures, which would make her all the more
reluctant to cut off funds Congress has appropriated for a State’s needy 
citizens. 
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ACA. It prohibits only the “application” of the Secretary’s 
authority to withhold Medicaid funds from States that 
decline to conform their Medicaid plans to the ACA’s
requirements. Thus the ACA’s authorization of funds to 
finance the expansion remains intact, and the Secretary’s
authority to withhold funds for reasons other than non
compliance with the expansion remains unaffected. 

Even absent §1303’s command, we would have no war
rant to invalidate the Medicaid expansion, contra post, at 
46–48 (joint opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and 
ALITO, JJ.), not to mention the entire ACA, post, at 49–64 
(same). For when a court confronts an unconstitutional 
statute, its endeavor must be to conserve, not destroy,
the legislature’s dominant objective.  See, e.g., Ayotte v. 
Planned Parenthood of Northern New Eng., 546 U. S. 320, 
328–330 (2006). In this case, that objective was to in
crease access to health care for the poor by increasing the 
States’ access to federal funds. THE CHIEF JUSTICE is 
undoubtedly right to conclude that Congress may offer 
States funds “to expand the availability of health care, and 
requir[e] that States accepting such funds comply with the 
conditions on their use.”  Ante, at 55. I therefore concur 
in the judgment with respect to Part IV–B of THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE’s opinion. 

* * * 
For the reasons stated, I agree with THE CHIEF JUSTICE 

that, as to the validity of the minimum coverage provi
sion, the judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh
Circuit should be reversed.  In my view, the provision en- 
counters no constitutional obstruction. Further, I would 
uphold the Eleventh Circuit’s decision that the Medicaid 
expansion is within Congress’ spending power. 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Nos. 11–393, 11–398 and 11–400 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

11–393 v. 
KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF HEALTH 

AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
 
SERVICES, ET AL., PETITIONERS 


11–398 v. 
FLORIDA ET AL. 

11–400 
FLORIDA, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

v. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

HUMAN SERVICES ET AL. 

ON WRITS OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

[June 28, 2012]

 JUSTICE SCALIA, JUSTICE KENNEDY, JUSTICE THOMAS, 
and JUSTICE ALITO, dissenting. 

Congress has set out to remedy the problem that the 
best health care is beyond the reach of many Americans 
who cannot afford it. It can assuredly do that, by exercis-
ing the powers accorded to it under the Constitution. The 
question in this case, however, is whether the complex 
structures and provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (Affordable Care Act or ACA) go be- 
yond those powers. We conclude that they do.

This case is in one respect difficult: it presents two 
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questions of first impression.  The first of those is whether 
failure to engage in economic activity (the purchase of
health insurance) is subject to regulation under the Com-
merce Clause.  Failure to act does result in an effect 
on commerce, and hence might be said to come under 
this Court’s “affecting commerce” criterion of Commerce 
Clause jurisprudence. But in none of its decisions has this 
Court extended the Clause that far.  The second question
is whether the congressional power to tax and spend, 
U. S. Const., Art. I, §8, cl. 1, permits the conditioning of
a State’s continued receipt of all funds under a massive 
state-administered federal welfare program upon its ac-
ceptance of an expansion to that program. Several of our 
opinions have suggested that the power to tax and spend 
cannot be used to coerce state administration of a federal 
program, but we have never found a law enacted under 
the spending power to be coercive. Those questions are 
difficult. 

The case is easy and straightforward, however, in an-
other respect. What is absolutely clear, affirmed by the
text of the 1789 Constitution, by the Tenth Amendment
ratified in 1791, and by innumerable cases of ours in the 
220 years since, is that there are structural limits upon 
federal power—upon what it can prescribe with respect to 
private conduct, and upon what it can impose upon the
sovereign States. Whatever may be the conceptual limits
upon the Commerce Clause and upon the power to tax
and spend, they cannot be such as will enable the Federal 
Government to regulate all private conduct and to com-
pel the States to function as administrators of federal 
programs.

That clear principle carries the day here.  The striking 
case of Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U. S. 111 (1942), which
held that the economic activity of growing wheat, even 
for one’s own consumption, affected commerce sufficiently
that it could be regulated, always has been regarded as 
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the ne plus ultra of expansive Commerce Clause jurispru-
dence. To go beyond that, and to say the failure to grow 
wheat (which is not an economic activity, or any activity
at all) nonetheless affects commerce and therefore can be
federally regulated, is to make mere breathing in and out 
the basis for federal prescription and to extend federal 
power to virtually all human activity.

As for the constitutional power to tax and spend for 
the general welfare: The Court has long since expanded
that beyond (what Madison thought it meant) taxing and 
spending for those aspects of the general welfare that were
within the Federal Government’s enumerated powers, 
see United States v. Butler, 297 U. S. 1, 65–66 (1936).
Thus, we now have sizable federal Departments devoted 
to subjects not mentioned among Congress’ enumerated
powers, and only marginally related to commerce: the De-
partment of Education, the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. The principal practical obstacle that pre-
vents Congress from using the tax-and-spend power to 
assume all the general-welfare responsibilities tradition-
ally exercised by the States is the sheer impossibility of 
managing a Federal Government large enough to adminis-
ter such a system. That obstacle can be overcome by
granting funds to the States, allowing them to administer 
the program.  That is fair and constitutional enough when
the States freely agree to have their powers employed and
their employees enlisted in the federal scheme.  But it is a 
blatant violation of the constitutional structure when the 
States have no choice. 

The Act before us here exceeds federal power both in 
mandating the purchase of health insurance and in deny-
ing nonconsenting States all Medicaid funding.  These 
parts of the Act are central to its design and operation, 
and all the Act’s other provisions would not have been
enacted without them.  In our view it must follow that the 
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entire statute is inoperative. 

I 
The Individual Mandate 

Article I, §8, of the Constitution gives Congress the 
power to “regulate Commerce . . . among the several 
States.” The Individual Mandate in the Act commands 
that every “applicable individual shall for each month 
beginning after 2013 ensure that the individual, and any 
dependent of the individual who is an applicable individ-
ual, is covered under minimum essential coverage.”  26 
U. S. C. §5000A(a) (2006 ed., Supp. IV).  If this provision 
“regulates” anything, it is the failure to maintain mini-
mum essential coverage.  One might argue that it regu-
lates that failure by requiring it to be accompanied by 
payment of a penalty. But that failure—that abstention 
from commerce—is not “Commerce.”  To be sure, purchas-
ing insurance is ”Commerce”; but one does not regulate 
commerce that does not exist by compelling its existence. 

In Gibbons v. Ogden, 9 Wheat. 1, 196 (1824), Chief 
Justice Marshall wrote that the power to regulate com-
merce is the power “to prescribe the rule by which
commerce is to be governed.”  That understanding is con- 
sistent with the original meaning of “regulate” at the time 
of the Constitution’s ratification, when “to regulate” meant
“[t]o adjust by rule, method or established mode,” 2 N.
Webster, An American Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage (1828); “[t]o adjust by rule or method,” 2 S. Johnson,
A Dictionary of the English Language (7th ed. 1785); “[t]o
adjust, to direct according to rule,” 2 J. Ash, New and 
Complete Dictionary of the English Language (1775); “to
put in order, set to rights, govern or keep in order,” T.
Dyche & W. Pardon, A New General English Dictionary 
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(16th ed. 1777).1  It can mean to direct the manner of 
something but not to direct that something come into 
being. There is no instance in which this Court or Con-
gress (or anyone else, to our knowledge) has used “regulate”
in that peculiar fashion. If the word bore that meaning, 
Congress’ authority “[t]o make Rules for the Govern-
ment and Regulation of the land and naval Forces,” U. S. 
Const., Art. I, §8, cl. 14, would have made superfluous 
the later provision for authority “[t]o raise and support
Armies,” id., §8, cl. 12, and “[t]o provide and maintain a 
Navy,” id., §8, cl. 13.

We do not doubt that the buying and selling of health 
insurance contracts is commerce generally subject to 
federal regulation.  But when Congress provides that 
(nearly) all citizens must buy an insurance contract, it 
goes beyond “adjust[ing] by rule or method,” Johnson, 
supra, or “direct[ing] according to rule,” Ash, supra; it 
directs the creation of commerce. 

In response, the Government offers two theories as to 
why the Individual Mandate is nevertheless constitu-
tional. Neither theory suffices to sustain its validity. 

A 
First, the Government submits that §5000A is “integral 

to the Affordable Care Act’s insurance reforms” and “nec-
essary to make effective the Act’s core reforms.”  Brief 
for Petitioners in No. 11–398 (Minimum Coverage Provi-
sion) 24 (hereinafter Petitioners’ Minimum Coverage Brief). 
Congress included a “finding” to similar effect in the Act 

—————— 
1 The most authoritative legal dictionaries of the founding era lack

any definition for “regulate” or “regulation,” suggesting that the term
bears its ordinary meaning (rather than some specialized legal mean-
ing) in the constitutional text.  See R. Burn, A New Law Dictionary 281
(1792); G. Jacob, A New Law Dictionary (10th ed. 1782); 2 T. Cunning-
ham, A New and Complete Law Dictionary (2d ed. 1771). 
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itself. See 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(H). 
As discussed in more detail in Part V, infra, the Act 

contains numerous health insurance reforms, but most 
notable for present purposes are the “guaranteed issue” 
and “community rating” provisions, §§300gg to 300gg–4.
The former provides that, with a few exceptions, “each
health insurance issuer that offers health insurance cov-
erage in the individual or group market in a State must 
accept every employer and individual in the State that 
applies for such coverage.”  §300gg–1(a). That is, an in-
surer may not deny coverage on the basis of, among other 
things, any pre-existing medical condition that the appli-
cant may have, and the resulting insurance must cover 
that condition.  See §300gg–3.

Under ordinary circumstances, of course, insurers would
respond by charging high premiums to individuals with
pre-existing conditions. The Act seeks to prevent this 
through the community-rating provision.  Simply put, the
community-rating provision requires insurers to calculate 
an individual’s insurance premium based on only four
factors: (i) whether the individual’s plan covers just
the individual or his family also, (ii) the “rating area” in
which the individual lives, (iii) the individual’s age, and
(iv) whether the individual uses tobacco.  §300gg(a)(1)(A).
Aside from the rough proxies of age and tobacco use (and 
possibly rating area), the Act does not allow an insurer to
factor the individual’s health characteristics into the price
of his insurance premium.  This creates a new incentive 
for young and healthy individuals without pre-existing 
conditions. The insurance premiums for those in this
group will not reflect their own low actuarial risks but will 
subsidize insurance for others in the pool.  Many of them 
may decide that purchasing health insurance is not an eco-
nomically sound decision—especially since the guaranteed-
issue provision will enable them to purchase it at the 
same cost in later years and even if they have developed a 
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pre-existing condition.  But without the contribution of 
above-risk premiums from the young and healthy, the 
community-rating provision will not enable insurers to 
take on high-risk individuals without a massive increase 
in premiums.

The Government presents the Individual Mandate as a
unique feature of a complicated regulatory scheme govern-
ing many parties with countervailing incentives that must
be carefully balanced. Congress has imposed an extensive 
set of regulations on the health insurance industry, and
compliance with those regulations will likely cost the in- 
dustry a great deal.  If the industry does not respond by
increasing premiums, it is not likely to survive.  And if 
the industry does increase premiums, then there is a seri-
ous risk that its products—insurance plans—will become
economically undesirable for many and prohibitively ex- 
pensive for the rest.

This is not a dilemma unique to regulation of the health-
insurance industry.  Government regulation typically
imposes costs on the regulated industry—especially regu-
lation that prohibits economic behavior in which most 
market participants are already engaging, such as “piec-
ing out” the market by selling the product to different 
classes of people at different prices (in the present context, 
providing much lower insurance rates to young and 
healthy buyers). And many industries so regulated face
the reality that, without an artificial increase in demand,
they cannot continue on.  When Congress is regulating 
these industries directly, it enjoys the broad power to
enact “ ‘all appropriate legislation’ ” to “ ‘protec[t]’ ” and
“ ‘advanc[e]’ ” commerce, NLRB v. Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp., 301 U. S. 1, 36–37 (1937) (quoting The Daniel Ball, 
10 Wall. 557, 564 (1871)).  Thus, Congress might protect 
the imperiled industry by prohibiting low-cost competition, 
or by according it preferential tax treatment, or even by 
granting it a direct subsidy. 
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Here, however, Congress has impressed into service
third parties, healthy individuals who could be but are not 
customers of the relevant industry, to offset the undesir-
able consequences of the regulation.  Congress’ desire to 
force these individuals to purchase insurance is motivated
by the fact that they are further removed from the market
than unhealthy individuals with pre-existing conditions, 
because they are less likely to need extensive care in 
the near future. If Congress can reach out and command 
even those furthest removed from an interstate market to 
participate in the market, then the Commerce Clause 
becomes a font of unlimited power, or in Hamilton’s words, 
“the hideous monster whose devouring jaws . . . spare 
neither sex nor age, nor high nor low, nor sacred nor pro-
fane.” The Federalist No. 33, p. 202 (C. Rossiter ed. 1961).

At the outer edge of the commerce power, this Court has
insisted on careful scrutiny of regulations that do not
act directly on an interstate market or its participants.  In 
New York v. United States, 505 U. S. 144 (1992), we held 
that Congress could not, in an effort to regulate the dis-
posal of radioactive waste produced in several different
industries, order the States to take title to that waste. 
Id., at 174–177.  In Printz v. United States, 521 U. S. 
898 (1997), we held that Congress could not, in an effort to 
regulate the distribution of firearms in the interstate mar-
ket, compel state law-enforcement officials to perform 
background checks. Id., at 933–935.  In United States v. 
Lopez, 514 U. S. 549 (1995), we held that Congress could 
not, as a means of fostering an educated interstate labor 
market through the protection of schools, ban the posses-
sion of a firearm within a school zone.  Id., at 559–563. 
And in United States v. Morrison, 529 U. S. 598 (2000), we
held that Congress could not, in an effort to ensure the full
participation of women in the interstate economy, subject
private individuals and companies to suit for gender-
motivated violent torts. Id., at 609–619.  The lesson of 
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these cases is that the Commerce Clause, even when sup- 
plemented by the Necessary and Proper Clause, is not 
carte blanche for doing whatever will help achieve the 
ends Congress seeks by the regulation of commerce. And 
the last two of these cases show that the scope of the 
Necessary and Proper Clause is exceeded not only when 
the congressional action directly violates the sovereignty
of the States but also when it violates the background 
principle of enumerated (and hence limited) federal power. 

The case upon which the Government principally relies 
to sustain the Individual Mandate under the Necessary
and Proper Clause is Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U. S. 1 (2005).
That case held that Congress could, in an effort to restrain
the interstate market in marijuana, ban the local cultiva-
tion and possession of that drug.  Id., at 15–22.  Raich 
is no precedent for what Congress has done here.  That 
case’s prohibition of growing (cf. Wickard, 317 U. S. 111),
and of possession (cf. innumerable federal statutes) did not
represent the expansion of the federal power to direct into
a broad new field.  The mandating of economic activity 
does, and since it is a field so limitless that it converts the 
Commerce Clause into a general authority to direct the
economy, that mandating is not “consist[ent] with the
letter and spirit of the constitution.”  McCulloch v. Mary-
land, 4 Wheat. 316, 421 (1819). 

Moreover, Raich is far different from the Individual 
Mandate in another respect. The Court’s opinion in Raich 
pointed out that the growing and possession prohibitions 
were the only practicable way of enabling the prohibition
of interstate traffic in marijuana to be effectively enforced.
545 U. S., at 22.  See also Shreveport Rate Cases, 234 U. S. 
342 (1914) (Necessary and Proper Clause allows regula-
tions of intrastate transactions if necessary to the regula-
tion of an interstate market). Intrastate marijuana could
no more be distinguished from interstate marijuana than,
for example, endangered-species trophies obtained before 
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the species was federally protected can be distinguished 
from trophies obtained afterwards—which made it neces-
sary and proper to prohibit the sale of all such trophies, 
see Andrus v. Allard, 444 U. S. 51 (1979). 

With the present statute, by contrast, there are many
ways other than this unprecedented Individual Mandate 
by which the regulatory scheme’s goals of reducing insur-
ance premiums and ensuring the profitability of insurers
could be achieved. For instance, those who did not pur-
chase insurance could be subjected to a surcharge when
they do enter the health insurance system.  Or they could
be denied a full income tax credit given to those who do
purchase the insurance. 

The Government was invited, at oral argument, to
suggest what federal controls over private conduct (other
than those explicitly prohibited by the Bill of Rights or 
other constitutional controls) could not be justified as 
necessary and proper for the carrying out of a general 
regulatory scheme.  See Tr. of Oral Arg. 27–30, 43–45 
(Mar. 27, 2012). It was unable to name any.  As we said at 
the outset, whereas the precise scope of the Commerce 
Clause and the Necessary and Proper Clause is uncertain,
the proposition that the Federal Government cannot do 
everything is a fundamental precept.  See Lopez, 514 U. S., 
at 564 (“[I]f we were to accept the Government’s argu-
ments, we are hard pressed to posit any activity by an in- 
dividual that Congress is without power to regulate”).
Section 5000A is defeated by that proposition. 

B 
The Government’s second theory in support of the In-

dividual Mandate is that §5000A is valid because it is 
actually a “regulat[ion of] activities having a substantial 
relation to interstate commerce, . . . i.e., . . . activities that 
substantially affect interstate commerce.” Id., at 558–559. 
See also Shreveport Rate Cases, supra. This argument 
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takes a few different forms, but the basic idea is that 
§5000A regulates “the way in which individuals finance 
their participation in the health-care market.” Petitioners’ 
Minimum Coverage Brief 33 (emphasis added).  That is, 
the provision directs the manner in which individuals 
purchase health care services and related goods (directing 
that they be purchased through insurance) and is there-
fore a straightforward exercise of the commerce power. 

The primary problem with this argument is that §5000A 
does not apply only to persons who purchase all, or most, 
or even any, of the health care services or goods that the 
mandated insurance covers. Indeed, the main objection 
many have to the Mandate is that they have no intention 
of purchasing most or even any of such goods or services 
and thus no need to buy insurance for those purchases. 
The Government responds that the health-care market 
involves “essentially universal participation,” id., at 35. 
The principal difficulty with this response is that it is, in 
the only relevant sense, not true.  It is true enough that 
everyone consumes “health care,” if the term is taken to 
include the purchase of a bottle of aspirin.  But the health 
care “market” that is the object of the Individual Mandate 
not only includes but principally consists of goods and 
services that the young people primarily affected by the 
Mandate do not purchase.  They are quite simply not 
participants in that market, and cannot be made so (and 
thereby subjected to regulation) by the simple device of 
defining participants to include all those who will, later in 
their lifetime, probably purchase the goods or services 
covered by the mandated insurance.2  Such a definition of 
—————— 

2 JUSTICE  GINSBURG is therefore right to note that Congress is “not
mandating the purchase of a discrete, unwanted product.”  Ante, at 22 
(opinion concurring in part, concurring in judgment in part, and dis-
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market participants is unprecedented, and were it to be a 
premise for the exercise of national power, it would have 
no principled limits. 

In a variation on this attempted exercise of federal 
power, the Government points out that Congress in this 
Act has purported to regulate “economic and financial 
decision[s] to forego [sic] health insurance coverage and 
[to] attempt to self-insure,” 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(A), since 
those decisions have “a substantial and deleterious effect 
on interstate commerce,” Petitioners’ Minimum Coverage 
Brief 34. But as the discussion above makes clear, the 
decision to forgo participation in an interstate market is 
not itself commercial activity (or indeed any activity at all) 
within Congress’ power to regulate.  It is true that, at the 
end of the day, it is inevitable that each American will 
affect commerce and become a part of it, even if not by 
choice. But if every person comes within the Commerce 
Clause power of Congress to regulate by the simple reason 
that he will one day engage in commerce, the idea of a 
limited Government power is at an end. 

Wickard v. Filburn has been regarded as the most ex-
pansive assertion of the commerce power in our history. A 
close second is Perez v. United States, 402 U. S. 146 (1971), 
which upheld a statute criminalizing the eminently local 
activity of loan-sharking. Both of those cases, however, 

—————— 

senting in part). Instead, it is mandating the purchase of an unwanted 
suite of products—e.g., physician office visits, emergency room visits,
hospital room and board, physical therapy, durable medical equipment,
mental health care, and substance abuse detoxification.  See Selected 
Medical Benefits: A Report from the Dept. of Labor to the Dept. of 
Health & Human Services (April 15, 2011) (reporting that over two-
thirds of private industry health plans cover these goods and services), 
online at http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/sp/selmedbensreport.pdf (all Inter-
net materials as visited June 26, 2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s 
case file). 
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involved commercial activity.  To go beyond that, and to 
say that the failure to grow wheat or the refusal to make 
loans affects commerce, so that growing and lending can 
be federally compelled, is to extend federal power to virtu-
ally everything. All of us consume food, and when we do 
so the Federal Government can prescribe what its quality 
must be and even how much we must pay.  But the mere 
fact that we all consume food and are thus, sooner or later, 
participants in the “market” for food, does not empower 
the Government to say when and what we will buy.  That 
is essentially what this Act seeks to do with respect to the 
purchase of health care. It exceeds federal power. 

C 
A few respectful responses to JUSTICE GINSBURG’s dis-

sent on the issue of the Mandate are in order.  That dis-
sent duly recites the test of Commerce Clause power that
our opinions have applied, but disregards the premise the 
test contains.  It is true enough that Congress needs only a 
“ ‘rational basis’ for concluding that the regulated activity
substantially affects interstate commerce,” ante, at 15 (em-
phasis added). But it must be activity affecting com-
merce that is regulated, and not merely the failure to
engage in commerce. And one is not now purchasing
the health care covered by the insurance mandate simply 
because one is likely to be purchasing it in the future.  Our 
test’s premise of regulated activity is not invented out of 
whole cloth, but rests upon the Constitution’s requirement
that it be commerce which is regulated.  If all inactivity 
affecting commerce is commerce, commerce is everything.
Ultimately the dissent is driven to saying that there is
really no difference between action and inaction, ante, at 
26, a proposition that has never recommended itself, 
neither to the law nor to common sense.  To say, for exam-
ple, that the inaction here consists of activity in “the self-
insurance market,” ibid., seems to us wordplay. By parity 

38994



 
  

      

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

  
 

14 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 

 BUSINESS v. SEBELIUS
 

SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ., dissenting
 

of reasoning the failure to buy a car can be called partici-
pation in the non-private-car-transportation market.  Com-
merce becomes everything.

The dissent claims that we “fai[l] to explain why the 
individual mandate threatens our constitutional order.” 
Ante, at 35.  But we have done so.  It threatens that order 
because it gives such an expansive meaning to the Com-
merce Clause that all private conduct (including failure to 
act) becomes subject to federal control, effectively destroy-
ing the Constitution’s division of governmental powers. 
Thus the dissent, on the theories proposed for the validity 
of the Mandate, would alter the accepted constitutional 
relation between the individual and the National Govern-
ment. The dissent protests that the Necessary and Proper 
Clause has been held to include “the power to enact crimi-
nal laws, . . . the power to imprison, . . . and the power to 
create a national bank,” ante, at 34–35.  Is not the power 
to compel purchase of health insurance much lesser?  No, 
not if (unlike those other dispositions) its application rests 
upon a theory that everything is within federal control 
simply because it exists. 

The dissent’s exposition of the wonderful things the Fed- 
eral Government has achieved through exercise of its 
assigned powers, such as “the provision of old-age and 
survivors’ benefits” in the Social Security Act, ante, at 2, 
is quite beside the point. The issue here is whether the 
federal government can impose the Individual Mandate 
through the Commerce Clause. And the relevant history 
is not that Congress has achieved wide and wonderful 
results through the proper exercise of its assigned powers 
in the past, but that it has never before used the Com-
merce Clause to compel entry into commerce.3  The dissent 

—————— 
3 In its effort to show the contrary, JUSTICE GINSBURG’S dissent comes 
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treats the Constitution as though it is an enumeration of 
those problems that the Federal Government can ad-
dress—among which, it finds, is “the Nation’s course in 
the economic and social welfare realm,” ibid., and more 
specifically “the problem of the uninsured,” ante, at 7. 
The Constitution is not that. It enumerates not federally 
soluble problems, but federally available powers. The 
Federal Government can address whatever problems it 
wants but can bring to their solution only those powers 
that the Constitution confers, among which is the power to 
regulate commerce. None of our cases say anything else. 
Article I contains no whatever-it-takes-to-solve-a-national-
problem power. 

The dissent dismisses the conclusion that the power to 
compel entry into the health-insurance market would 
include the power to compel entry into the new-car or 
broccoli markets. The latter purchasers, it says, “will be 
obliged to pay at the counter before receiving the vehicle 

—————— 

up with nothing more than two condemnation cases, which it says
demonstrate “Congress’ authority under the commerce power to compel
an ‘inactive’ landholder to submit to an unwanted sale.”  Ante, at 24. 
Wrong on both scores.  As its name suggests, the condemnation power 
does not “compel” anyone to do anything.  It acts  in rem, against the
property that is condemned, and is effective with or without a transfer
of title from the former owner.  More important, the power to condemn
for public use is a separate sovereign power, explicitly acknowledged in
the Fifth Amendment, which provides that “private property [shall not]
be taken for public use, without just compensation.”

Thus, the power to condemn tends to refute rather than support
the power to compel purchase of unwanted goods at a prescribed price:
The latter is rather like the power to condemn cash for public use.  If it 
existed, why would it not (like the condemnation power) be accompa-
nied by a requirement of fair compensation for the portion of the 
exacted price that exceeds the goods’ fair market value (here, the
difference between what the free market would charge for a health-
insurance policy on a young, healthy person with no pre-existing 
conditions, and the government-exacted community-rated premium)? 
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or nourishment,” whereas those refusing to purchase 
health-insurance will ultimately get treated anyway, at 
others’ expense. Ante, at 21.  “[T]he unique attributes of 
the health-care market . . . give rise to a significant free-
riding problem that does not occur in other markets.” 
Ante, at 28. And “a vegetable-purchase mandate” (or a 
car-purchase mandate) is not “likely to have a substantial 
effect on the health-care costs” borne by other Americans. 
Ante, at 29. Those differences make a very good argument 
by the dissent’s own lights, since they show that the fail-
ure to purchase health insurance, unlike the failure to 
purchase cars or broccoli, creates a national, social-welfare 
problem that is (in the dissent’s view) included among the 
unenumerated “problems” that the Constitution author-
izes the Federal Government to solve.  But those differences 
do not show that the failure to enter the health-insurance 
market, unlike the failure to buy cars and broccoli, is 
an activity that Congress can “regulate.” (Of course one 
day the failure of some of the public to purchase Amer-
ican cars may endanger the existence of domestic automo-
bile manufacturers; or the failure of some to eat broccoli 
may be found to deprive them of a newly discovered cancer-
fighting chemical which only that food contains, producing 
health-care costs that are a burden on the rest of us—in 
which case, under the theory of JUSTICE GINSBURG’s dis-
sent, moving against those inactivities will also come 
within the Federal Government’s unenumerated problem-
solving powers.) 

II 
The Taxing Power 

As far as §5000A is concerned, we would stop there. 
Congress has attempted to regulate beyond the scope of its 
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Commerce Clause authority,4 and §5000A is therefore 
invalid. The Government contends, however, as expressed 
in the caption to Part II of its brief, that “THE MINIMUM 

COVERAGE PROVISION IS INDEPENDENTLY AUTHORIZED BY 

CONGRESS’S TAXING POWER.” Petitioners’ Minimum Cov-
erage Brief 52. The phrase “independently authorized” 
suggests the existence of a creature never hitherto seen 
in the United States Reports: A penalty for constitutional 
purposes that is also a tax for constitutional purposes.  In 
all our cases the two are mutually exclusive.  The provi-
sion challenged under the Constitution is either a penalty 
or else a tax. Of course in many cases what was a regu-
latory mandate enforced by a penalty could have been 
imposed as a tax upon permissible action; or what was im- 
posed as a tax upon permissible action could have been a 
regulatory mandate enforced by a penalty.  But we know 
of no case, and the Government cites none, in which the 
imposition was, for constitutional purposes, both.5  The  
two are mutually exclusive. Thus, what the Government’s 
caption should have read was “ALTERNATIVELY, THE 

MINIMUM COVERAGE PROVISION IS NOT A MANDATE-WITH-
PENALTY BUT A TAX.” It is important to bear this in mind 
in evaluating the tax argument of the Government and of 
those who support it: The issue is not whether Congress 

—————— 
4 No one seriously contends that any of Congress’ other enumerated 

powers gives it the authority to enact §5000A as a regulation. 
5 Of course it can be both for statutory purposes, since Congress can 

define “tax” and “penalty” in its enactments any way it wishes.  That is 
why United States v. Sotelo, 436 U. S. 268 (1978), does not disprove our 
statement.  That case held that a “penalty” for willful failure to pay 
one’s taxes was included among the “taxes” made non-dischargeable 
under the Bankruptcy Code.  436 U. S., at 273–275.  Whether the 
“penalty” was a “tax” within the meaning of the Bankruptcy Code had 
absolutely no bearing on whether it escaped the constitutional limita-
tions on penalties. 
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had the power to frame the minimum-coverage provision 
as a tax, but whether it did so. 

In answering that question we must, if “fairly possible,” 
Crowell v. Benson, 285 U. S. 22, 62 (1932), construe the 
provision to be a tax rather than a mandate-with-penalty, 
since that would render it constitutional rather than un- 
constitutional (ut res magis valeat quam pereat).  But we 
cannot rewrite the statute to be what it is not.  “ ‘ “[A]l- 
though this Court will often strain to construe legis- 
lation so as to save it against constitutional attack, it 
must not and will not carry this to the point of perverting 
the purpose of a statute . . .” or judicially rewriting it.’ ”  
Commodity Futures Trading Comm’n v. Schor, 478 U. S. 
833, 841 (1986) (quoting Aptheker v. Secretary of State, 
378 U. S. 500, 515 (1964), in turn quoting Scales v. United 
States, 367 U. S. 203, 211 (1961)).  In this case, there is 
simply no way, “without doing violence to the fair meaning 
of the words used,” Grenada County Supervisors v. Brog-
den, 112 U. S. 261, 269 (1884), to escape what Congress 
enacted: a mandate that individuals maintain minimum 
essential coverage, enforced by a penalty. 

Our cases establish a clear line between a tax and a 
penalty: “ ‘[A] tax is an enforced contribution to provide for
the support of government; a penalty . . . is an exaction 
imposed by statute as punishment for an unlawful act.’ ” 
United States v. Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, 
Inc., 518 U. S. 213, 224 (1996) (quoting United States v. La 
Franca, 282 U. S. 568, 572 (1931)).  In a few cases, this 
Court has held that a “tax” imposed upon private conduct 
was so onerous as to be in effect a penalty.  But we have 
never held—never—that a penalty imposed for violation of 
the law was so trivial as to be in effect a tax.  We have 
never held that any exaction imposed for violation of 
the law is an exercise of Congress’ taxing power—even
when the statute calls it a tax, much less when (as here)
the statute repeatedly calls it a penalty.  When an act 
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“adopt[s] the criteria of wrongdoing” and then imposes a
monetary penalty as the “principal consequence on those
who transgress its standard,” it creates a regulatory pen-
alty, not a tax.  Child Labor Tax Case, 259 U. S. 20, 38 
(1922). 

So the question is, quite simply, whether the exaction 
here is imposed for violation of the law.  It unquestion-
ably is.  The minimum-coverage provision is found in 26
U. S. C. §5000A, entitled “Requirement to maintain mini-
mum essential coverage.” (Emphasis added.)  It commands 
that every “applicable individual shall . . . ensure that the 
individual . . . is covered under minimum essential cover-
age.” Ibid. (emphasis added).  And the immediately fol-
lowing provision states that, “[i]f . . . an applicable 
individual . . . fails to meet the requirement of subsection 
(a) . . . there is hereby imposed . . . a penalty.” §5000A(b)
(emphasis added).  And several of Congress’ legislative
“findings” with regard to §5000A confirm that it sets forth
a legal requirement and constitutes the assertion of regu-
latory power, not mere taxing power.  See 42 U. S. C. 
§18091(2)(A) (“The requirement regulates activity . . .”);
§18091(2)(C) (“The requirement . . . will add millions of 
new consumers to the health insurance market . . .”); 
§18091(2)(D) (“The requirement achieves near-universal 
coverage”); §18091(2)(H) (“The requirement is an essential 
part of this larger regulation of economic activity, and the 
absence of the requirement would undercut Federal regu-
lation of the health insurance market”); §18091(3) (“[T]he 
Supreme Court of the United States ruled that insurance
is interstate commerce subject to Federal regulation”). 

The Government and those who support its view on the 
tax point rely on New York v. United States, 505 U. S. 144, 
to justify reading “shall” to mean “may.” The “shall” in 
that case was contained in an introductory provision—a
recital that provided for no legal consequences—which 
said that “[e]ach State shall be responsible for providing 
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. . . for the disposal of . . . low-level radioactive waste.”  42 
U. S. C. §2021c(a)(1)(A).  The Court did not hold that 
“shall” could be construed to mean “may,” but rather that
this preliminary provision could not impose upon the oper- 
ative provisions of the Act a mandate that they did not 
contain: “We . . . decline petitioners’ invitation to con- 
strue §2021c(a)(1)(A), alone and in isolation, as a com-
mand to the States independent of the remainder of the
Act.” New York, 505 U. S., at 170.  Our opinion then
proceeded to “consider each [of the three operative provi-
sions] in turn.”  Ibid. Here the mandate—the “shall”—is 
contained not in an inoperative preliminary recital, but in
the dispositive operative provision itself.  New York pro-
vides no support for reading it to be permissive. 

Quite separately, the fact that Congress (in its own
words) “imposed . . . a penalty,” 26 U. S. C. §5000A(b)(1),
for failure to buy insurance is alone sufficient to render
that failure unlawful. It is one of the canons of interpreta-
tion that a statute that penalizes an act makes it unlaw-
ful: “[W]here the statute inflicts a penalty for doing an act, 
although the act itself is not expressly prohibited, yet to do
the act is unlawful, because it cannot be supposed that the
Legislature intended that a penalty should be inflicted for 
a lawful act.” Powhatan Steamboat Co. v. Appomattox R. 
Co., 24 How. 247, 252 (1861).  Or in the words of Chancel-
lor Kent: “If a statute inflicts a penalty for doing an act,
the penalty implies a prohibition, and the thing is unlaw-
ful, though there be no prohibitory words in the statute.” 
1 J. Kent, Commentaries on American Law 436 (1826). 

We never have classified as a tax an exaction imposed
for violation of the law, and so too, we never have classi-
fied as a tax an exaction described in the legislation itself 
as a penalty. To be sure, we have sometimes treated as a 
tax a statutory exaction (imposed for something other 
than a violation of law) which bore an agnostic label that 
does not entail the significant constitutional consequences 
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of a penalty—such as “license” (License Tax Cases, 5 Wall. 
462 (1867)) or “surcharge” (New York v. United States, 
supra.). But we have never—never—treated as a tax an 
exaction which faces up to the critical difference between
a tax and a penalty, and explicitly denominates the exac-
tion a “penalty.”  Eighteen times in §5000A itself and else- 
where throughout the Act, Congress called the exaction in
§5000A(b) a “penalty.”

That §5000A imposes not a simple tax but a mandate to
which a penalty is attached is demonstrated by the fact
that some are exempt from the tax who are not ex-
empt from the mandate—a distinction that would make
no sense if the mandate were not a mandate.  Section 
5000A(d) exempts three classes of people from the defini-
tion of “applicable individual” subject to the minimum
coverage requirement: Those with religious objections or
who participate in a “health care sharing ministry,”
§5000A(d)(2); those who are “not lawfully present” in the 
United States, §5000A(d)(3); and those who are incarcer-
ated, §5000A(d)(4). Section 5000A(e) then creates a sepa-
rate set of exemptions, excusing from liability for the
penalty certain individuals who are subject to the mini-
mum coverage requirement: Those who cannot afford
coverage, §5000A(e)(1); who earn too little income to re-
quire filing a tax return, §5000A(e)(2); who are members
of an Indian tribe, §5000A(e)(3); who experience only short
gaps in coverage, §5000A(e)(4); and who, in the judgment
of the Secretary of Health and Human Services, “have
suffered a hardship with respect to the capability to obtain
coverage,” §5000A(e)(5). If §5000A were a tax, these two
classes of exemption would make no sense; there being no 
requirement, all the exemptions would attach to the pen-
alty (renamed tax) alone.

In the face of all these indications of a regulatory re-
quirement accompanied by a penalty, the Solicitor General
assures us that “neither the Treasury Department nor the 
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Department of Health and Human Services interprets 
Section 5000A as imposing a legal obligation,” Petitioners’ 
Minimum Coverage Brief 61, and that “[i]f [those subject 
to the Act] pay the tax penalty, they’re in compliance with
the law,” Tr. of Oral Arg. 50 (Mar. 26, 2012).  These self-
serving litigating positions are entitled to no weight. 
What counts is what the statute says, and that is entirely 
clear. It is worth noting, moreover, that these assurances 
contradict the Government’s position in related litigation. 
Shortly before the Affordable Care Act was passed, the
Commonwealth of Virginia enacted Va. Code Ann. §38.2–
3430.1:1 (Lexis Supp. 2011), which states, “No resident of 
[the] Commonwealth . . . shall be required to obtain or 
maintain a policy of individual insurance coverage except
as required by a court or the Department of Social Ser-
vices . . . .”  In opposing Virginia’s assertion of standing to 
challenge §5000A based on this statute, the Government 
said that “if the minimum coverage provision is unconsti-
tutional, the [Virginia] statute is unnecessary, and if the 
minimum coverage provision is upheld, the state statute is
void under the Supremacy Clause.”  Brief for Appellant
in No. 11–1057 etc. (CA4), p. 29.  But it would be void 
under the Supremacy Clause only if it was contradicted by
a federal “require[ment] to obtain or maintain a policy of
individual insurance coverage.”

Against the mountain of evidence that the minimum 
coverage requirement is what the statute calls it—a re-
quirement—and that the penalty for its violation is what 
the statute calls it—a penalty—the Government brings 
forward the flimsiest of indications to the contrary.  It 
notes that “[t]he minimum coverage provision amends the
Internal Revenue Code to provide that a non-exempted 
individual . . . will owe a monetary penalty, in addition to
the income tax itself,” and that “[t]he [Internal Revenue
Service (IRS)] will assess and collect the penalty in the 
same manner as assessable penalties under the Internal 
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Revenue Code.” Petitioners’ Minimum Coverage Brief 53. 
The manner of collection could perhaps suggest a tax if 
IRS penalty-collection were unheard-of or rare.  It is not. 
See, e.g., 26 U. S. C. §527(j) (2006 ed.) (IRS-collectible pen- 
alty for failure to make campaign-finance disclosures);
§5761(c) (IRS-collectible penalty for domestic sales of to- 
bacco products labeled for export); §9707 (IRS-collectible 
penalty for failure to make required health-insurance
premium payments on behalf of mining employees). In 
Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, Inc., 518 U. S. 
213, we held that an exaction not only enforced by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue but even called a “tax” 
was in fact a penalty.  “[I]f the concept of penalty means
anything,” we said, “it means punishment for an unlawful
act or omission.”  Id., at 224. See also Lipke v. Lederer, 
259 U. S. 557 (1922) (same).  Moreover, while the penalty 
is assessed and collected by the IRS, §5000A is adminis-
tered both by that agency and by the Department of 
Health and Human Services (and also the Secretary of 
Veteran Affairs), see §5000A(e)(1)(D), (e)(5), (f)(1)(A)(v),
(f)(1)(E) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), which is responsible for 
defining its substantive scope—a feature that would be
quite extraordinary for taxes. 

The Government points out that “[t]he amount of the
penalty will be calculated as a percentage of household 
income for federal income tax purposes, subject to a floor 
and [a] ca[p],” and that individuals who earn so little 
money that they “are not required to file income tax re-
turns for the taxable year are not subject to the penalty”
(though they are, as we discussed earlier, subject to the
mandate). Petitioners’ Minimum Coverage Brief 12, 53.
But varying a penalty according to ability to pay is an 
utterly familiar practice.  See, e.g., 33 U. S. C. §1319(d) 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV) (“In determining the amount of a civil 
penalty the court shall consider . . . the economic impact of
the penalty on the violator”); see also 6 U. S. C. §488e(c); 7 
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U. S. C. §§7734(b)(2), 8313(b)(2); 12 U. S. C. §§1701q–1(d)(3), 
1723i(c)(3), 1735f–14(c)(3), 1735f–15(d)(3), 4585(c)(2); 15
U. S. C. §§45(m)(1)(C), 77h–1(g)(3), 78u–2(d), 80a–9(d)(4),
80b–3(i)(4), 1681s(a)(2)(B), 1717a(b)(3), 1825(b)(1), 2615(a)
(2)(B), 5408(b)(2); 33 U. S. C. §2716a(a).

The last of the feeble arguments in favor of petition- 
ers that we will address is the contention that what this 
statute repeatedly calls a penalty is in fact a tax because it
contains no scienter requirement. The presence of such a 
requirement suggests a penalty—though one can imagine 
a tax imposed only on willful action; but the absence of 
such a requirement does not suggest a tax. Penalties for 
absolute-liability offenses are commonplace.  And where a 
statute is silent as to scienter, we traditionally presume 
a mens rea requirement if the statute imposes a “severe
penalty.” Staples v. United States, 511 U. S. 600, 618 
(1994). Since we have an entire jurisprudence addressing 
when it is that a scienter requirement should be inferred 
from a penalty, it is quite illogical to suggest that a
penalty is not a penalty for want of an express scienter 
requirement.

And the nail in the coffin is that the mandate and pen-
alty are located in Title I of the Act, its operative core, 
rather than where a tax would be found—in Title IX, 
containing the Act’s “Revenue Provisions.” In sum, “the 
terms of [the] act rende[r] it unavoidable,” Parsons v. 
Bedford, 3 Pet. 433, 448 (1830), that Congress imposed a 
regulatory penalty, not a tax.

For all these reasons, to say that the Individual Man-
date merely imposes a tax is not to interpret the statute 
but to rewrite it. Judicial tax-writing is particularly troubl- 
ing. Taxes have never been popular, see, e.g., Stamp Act
of 1765, and in part for that reason, the Constitution
requires tax increases to originate in the House of Repre-
sentatives. See Art. I, §7, cl. 1.  That is to say, they must
originate in the legislative body most accountable to the 
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people, where legislators must weigh the need for the tax 
against the terrible price they might pay at their next
election, which is never more than two years off.  The 
Federalist No. 58 “defend[ed] the decision to give the
origination power to the House on the ground that the
Chamber that is more accountable to the people should 
have the primary role in raising revenue.”  United States 
v. Munoz-Flores, 495 U. S. 385, 395 (1990).  We have no 
doubt that Congress knew precisely what it was doing 
when it rejected an earlier version of this legislation that
imposed a tax instead of a requirement-with-penalty.  See 
Affordable Health Care for America Act, H. R. 3962, 111th 
Cong., 1st Sess., §501 (2009); America’s Healthy Future
Act of 2009, S. 1796, 111th Cong., 1st Sess., §1301.  Impos-
ing a tax through judicial legislation inverts the constitu-
tional scheme, and places the power to tax in the branch of
government least accountable to the citizenry. 

Finally, we must observe that rewriting §5000A as a tax 
in order to sustain its constitutionality would force us to 
confront a difficult constitutional question: whether this is 
a direct tax that must be apportioned among the States
according to their population.  Art. I, §9, cl. 4.  Perhaps it
is not (we have no need to address the point); but the 
meaning of the Direct Tax Clause is famously unclear, and 
its application here is a question of first impression that
deserves more thoughtful consideration than the lick-and-
a-promise accorded by the Government and its supporters. 
The Government’s opening brief did not even address the 
question—perhaps because, until today, no federal court 
has accepted the implausible argument that §5000A is
an exercise of the tax power.  And once respondents raised
the issue, the Government devoted a mere 21 lines of its 
reply brief to the issue. Petitioners’ Minimum Coverage 
Reply Brief 25. At oral argument, the most prolonged
statement about the issue was just over 50 words.  Tr. of 
Oral Arg. 79 (Mar. 27, 2012).  One would expect this Court 
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to demand more than fly-by-night briefing and argument 
before deciding a difficult constitutional question of first 
impression. 

III 
The Anti-Injunction Act 

There is another point related to the Individual Man-
date that we must discuss—a point that logically should 
have been discussed first: Whether jurisdiction over the 
challenges to the minimum-coverage provision is precluded 
by the Anti-Injunction Act, which provides that “no suit
for the purpose of restraining the assessment or collection 
of any tax shall be maintained in any court by any per-
son,” 26 U. S. C. §7421(a) (2006 ed.).

We have left the question to this point because it 
seemed to us that the dispositive question whether the 
minimum-coverage provision is a tax is more appropriately 
addressed in the significant constitutional context of 
whether it is an exercise of Congress’ taxing power.  Hav-
ing found that it is not, we have no difficulty in deciding 
that these suits do not have “the purpose of restraining 
the assessment or collection of any tax.”6 

—————— 
6 The amicus appointed to defend the proposition that the Anti-

Injunction Act deprives us of jurisdiction stresses that the penalty for
failing to comply with the mandate “shall be assessed and collected
in the same manner as an assessable penalty under subchapter B of
chapter 68,” 26 U. S. C. §5000A(g)(1) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), and that 
such penalties “shall be assessed and collected in the same manner
as taxes,” §6671(a) (2006 ed.).  But that point seems to us to confirm 
the inapplicability of the Anti-Injunction Act.  That the penalty is to 
be “assessed and collected in the same manner as taxes” refutes the 
proposition that it is a tax for all statutory purposes, including with 
respect to the Anti-Injunction Act.  Moreover, elsewhere in the Internal 
Revenue Code, Congress has provided both that a particular payment 
shall be “assessed and collected” in the same manner as a tax and that 
no suit shall be maintained to restrain the assessment or collection of 
the payment. See, e.g., §§7421(b)(1), §6901(a); §6305(a), (b).  The 
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The Government and those who support its position on
this point make the remarkable argument that §5000A is
not a tax for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act, see Brief 
for Petitioners in No. 11–398 (Anti-Injunction Act), but
is a tax for constitutional purposes, see Petitioners’ Mini-
mum Coverage Brief 52–62.  The rhetorical device that 
tries to cloak this argument in superficial plausibility is 
the same device employed in arguing that for constitu-
tional purposes the minimum-coverage provision is a tax:
confusing the question of what Congress did with the 
question of what Congress could have done.  What quali-
fies as a tax for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act, unlike
what qualifies as a tax for purposes of the Constitution, is
entirely within the control of Congress. Compare Bailey v. 
George, 259 U. S. 16, 20 (1922) (Anti-Injunction Act barred 
suit to restrain collections under the Child Labor Tax 
Law), with Child Labor Tax Case, 259 U. S., at 36–41 
(holding the same law unconstitutional as exceeding Con-
gress’ taxing power).  Congress could have defined “tax”
for purposes of that statute in such fashion as to exclude 
some exactions that in fact are “taxes.” It might have
prescribed, for example, that a particular exercise of the 
taxing power “shall not be regarded as a tax for purposes 
of the Anti-Injunction Act.”  But there is no such prescrip-
tion here. What the Government would have us believe in 

—————— 

latter directive would be superfluous if the former invoked the Anti-
Injunction Act.
 Amicus also suggests that the penalty should be treated as a tax
because it is an assessable penalty, and the Code’s assessment provi-
sion authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to assess “all taxes (in-
cluding interest, additional amounts, additions to the tax, and as-
sessable penalties) imposed by this title.”  §6201(a) (2006 ed., Supp. 
IV). But the fact that such items are included as “taxes” for purposes of
assessment does not establish that they are included as “taxes” for 
purposes of other sections of the Code, such as the Anti-Injunction Act,
that do not contain similar “including” language. 
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these cases is that the very same textual indications that
show this is not a tax under the Anti-Injunction Act show 
that it is a tax under the Constitution.  That carries ver-
bal wizardry too far, deep into the forbidden land of the
sophists. 

IV 
The Medicaid Expansion 

We now consider respondents’ second challenge to the 
constitutionality of the ACA, namely, that the Act’s dra-
matic expansion of the Medicaid program exceeds Con-
gress’ power to attach conditions to federal grants to the 
States. 

The ACA does not legally compel the States to partici-
pate in the expanded Medicaid program, but the Act au-
thorizes a severe sanction for any State that refuses to go 
along: termination of all the State’s Medicaid funding.  For 
the average State, the annual federal Medicaid subsidy is
equal to more than one-fifth of the State’s expenditures.7 

A State forced out of the program would not only lose this 
huge sum but would almost certainly find it necessary to 
increase its own health-care expenditures substantially, 
requiring either a drastic reduction in funding for other
programs or a large increase in state taxes.  And these 
new taxes would come on top of the federal taxes already
paid by the State’s citizens to fund the Medicaid program
in other States. 

The States challenging the constitutionality of the ACA’s
Medicaid Expansion contend that, for these practical
reasons, the Act really does not give them any choice at
all. As proof of this, they point to the goal and the struc-

—————— 
7 “State expenditures” is used here to mean annual expenditures from 

the States’ own funding sources, and it excludes federal grants unless 
otherwise noted. 
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ture of the ACA. The goal of the Act is to provide near-
universal medical coverage, 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(D), and 
without 100% State participation in the Medicaid pro-
gram, attainment of this goal would be thwarted.  Even if 
States could elect to remain in the old Medicaid program, 
while declining to participate in the Expansion, there
would be a gaping hole in coverage.  And if a substantial 
number of States were entirely expelled from the program, 
the number of persons without coverage would be even
higher. 

In light of the ACA’s goal of near-universal coverage,
petitioners argue, if Congress had thought that anything 
less than 100% state participation was a realistic possibil-
ity, Congress would have provided a backup scheme.  But 
no such scheme is to be found anywhere in the more than
900 pages of the Act. This shows, they maintain, that
Congress was certain that the ACA’s Medicaid offer was 
one that no State could refuse. 

In response to this argument, the Government contends
that any congressional assumption about uniform state
participation was based on the simple fact that the offer 
of federal funds associated with the expanded coverage is 
such a generous gift that no State would want to turn it
down. 

To evaluate these arguments, we consider the extent of
the Federal Government’s power to spend money and to 
attach conditions to money granted to the States. 

A 
No one has ever doubted that the Constitution author-

izes the Federal Government to spend money, but for
many years the scope of this power was unsettled.  The 
Constitution grants Congress the power to collect taxes “to
. . . provide for the . . . general Welfare of the United 
States,” Art. I, §8, cl. 1, and from “the foundation of the
Nation sharp differences of opinion have persisted as to 
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the true interpretation of the phrase” “the general wel-
fare.” Butler, 297 U. S., at 65.  Madison, it has been said, 
thought that the phrase “amounted to no more than a
reference to the other powers enumerated in the subse-
quent clauses of the same section,” while Hamilton “main-
tained the clause confers a power separate and distinct
from those later enumerated [and] is not restricted in
meaning by the grant of them.”  Ibid. 

The Court resolved this dispute in Butler. Writing for
the Court, Justice Roberts opined that the Madisonian
view would make Article I’s grant of the spending power a 
“mere tautology.” Ibid. To avoid that, he adopted Hamil-
ton’s approach and found that “the power of Congress to 
authorize expenditure of public moneys for public pur-
poses is not limited by the direct grants of legislative
power found in the Constitution.”  Id., at 66.  Instead, he 
wrote, the spending power’s “confines are set in the clause 
which confers it, and not in those of section 8 which be-
stow and define the legislative powers of the Congress.” 
Ibid.; see also Steward Machine Co. v. Davis, 301 U. S. 
548, 586–587 (1937); Helvering v. Davis, 301 U. S. 619, 
640 (1937).

The power to make any expenditure that furthers “the
general welfare” is obviously very broad, and shortly after 
Butler was decided the Court gave Congress wide leeway
to decide whether an expenditure qualifies.  See Helvering, 
301 U. S., at 640–641.  “The discretion belongs to Con-
gress,” the Court wrote, “unless the choice is clearly 
wrong, a display of arbitrary power, not an exercise of 
judgment.” Id., at 640.  Since that time, the Court has 
never held that a federal expenditure was not for “the
general welfare.” 

B 

One way in which Congress may spend to promote the 
general welfare is by making grants to the States. Mone-
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tary grants, so-called grants-in-aid, became more frequent
during the 1930’s, G. Stephens & N. Wikstrom, Ameri- 
can Intergovernmental Relations—A Fragmented Federal
Polity 83 (2007), and by 1950 they had reached $20 billion8 

or 11.6% of state and local government expenditures from 
their own sources.9  By 1970 this number had grown to 
$123.7 billion10 or 29.1% of state and local government 
expenditures from their own sources.11  As of 2010, fed-
eral outlays to state and local governments came to over 
$608 billion or 37.5% of state and local government 
expenditures.12 

When Congress makes grants to the States, it customar-
ily attaches conditions, and this Court has long held that
the Constitution generally permits Congress to do this. 
See Pennhurst State School and Hospital v. Halderman, 
451 U. S. 1, 17 (1981); South Dakota v. Dole, 483 U. S. 
203, 206 (1987); Fullilove v. Klutznick, 448 U. S. 448, 474 
(1980) (opinion of Burger, C. J.); Steward Machine, supra, 
at 593. 

C 
This practice of attaching conditions to federal funds 

—————— 
8 This number is expressed in billions of Fiscal Year 2005 dollars. 
9 See Office of Management and Budget, Historical Tables, Budget of

the U. S. Government, Fiscal Year 2013, Table 12.1—Summary Com-
parison of Total Outlays for Grants to State and Local Governments: 
1940–2017 (hereinafter Table 12.1), http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/
budget/Historicals; id., Table 15.2—Total Government Expenditures: 
1948–2011 (hereinafter Table 15.2). 

10 This number is expressed in billions of Fiscal Year 2005 dollars. 
11 See Table 12.1; Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Statistical

Abstract of the United States: 2001, p. 262 (Table 419, Federal Grants-
in-Aid Summary: 1970 to 2001). 

12 See Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2012, p. 268 (Table
431, Federal Grants-in-Aid to State and Local Governments: 1990 to 
2011). 
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greatly increases federal power. “[O]bjectives not thought
to be within Article I’s enumerated legislative fields, may
nevertheless be attained through the use of the spending 
power and the conditional grant of federal funds.”  Dole, 
supra, at 207 (internal quotation marks and citation omit-
ted); see also College Savings Bank v. Florida Prepaid 
Postsecondary Ed. Expense Bd., 527 U. S. 666, 686 (1999) 
(by attaching conditions to federal funds, Congress may 
induce the States to “tak[e] certain actions that Congress 
could not require them to take”). 

This formidable power, if not checked in any way, would 
present a grave threat to the system of federalism created
by our Constitution. If Congress’ “Spending Clause power
to pursue objectives outside of Article I’s enumerated 
legislative fields,” Davis v. Monroe County Bd. of Ed., 526 
U. S. 629, 654 (1999) (KENNEDY, J., dissenting) (internal
quotation marks omitted), is “limited only by Congress’ 
notion of the general welfare, the reality, given the vast 
financial resources of the Federal Government, is that 
the Spending Clause gives ‘power to the Congress to tear 
down the barriers, to invade the states’ jurisdiction, and to 
become a parliament of the whole people, subject to no 
restrictions save such as are self-imposed,’ ” Dole, supra, at 
217 (O’Connor, J., dissenting) (quoting Butler, 297 U. S., 
at 78). “[T]he Spending Clause power, if wielded without
concern for the federal balance, has the potential to oblite-
rate distinctions between national and local spheres of
interest and power by permitting the Federal Government 
to set policy in the most sensitive areas of traditional
state concern, areas which otherwise would lie outside 
its reach.” Davis, supra, at 654–655 (KENNEDY, J., 
dissenting).

Recognizing this potential for abuse, our cases have long 
held that the power to attach conditions to grants to the 
States has limits.  See, e.g., Dole, supra, at 207–208; id., 
at 207 (spending power is “subject to several general re- 
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strictions articulated in our cases”).  For one thing, any
such conditions must be unambiguous so that a State at 
least knows what it is getting into.  See Pennhurst, supra, 
at 17.  Conditions must also be related “to the federal 
interest in particular national projects or programs,” 
Massachusetts v. United States, 435 U. S. 444, 461 (1978),
and the conditional grant of federal funds may not “induce
the States to engage in activities that would themselves be 
unconstitutional,” Dole, supra, at 210; see Lawrence County 
v. Lead-Deadwood School Dist. No. 40–1, 469 U. S. 
256, 269–270 (1985).  Finally, while Congress may seek to
induce States to accept conditional grants, Congress may 
not cross the “point at which pressure turns into compul-
sion, and ceases to be inducement.” Steward Machine, 301 
U. S., at 590. Accord, College Savings Bank, supra, at 687; 
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority v. Citizens for 
Abatement of Aircraft Noise, Inc., 501 U. S. 252, 285 (1991) 
(White, J., dissenting); Dole, supra, at 211. 

When federal legislation gives the States a real choice 
whether to accept or decline a federal aid package, the
federal-state relationship is in the nature of a contractual
relationship.  See Barnes v. Gorman, 536 U. S. 181, 186 
(2002); Pennhurst, 451 U. S., at 17.  And just as a contract
is voidable if coerced, “[t]he legitimacy of Congress’ power 
to legislate under the spending power . . . rests on whether 
the State voluntarily and knowingly accepts the terms 
of the ‘contract.’ ” Ibid.  (emphasis added). If a federal 
spending program coerces participation the States have 
not “exercise[d] their choice”—let alone made an “informed 
choice.” Id., at 17, 25. 

Coercing States to accept conditions risks the destruc-
tion of the “unique role of the States in our system.” 
Davis, supra, at 685 (KENNEDY, J., dissenting). “[T]he
Constitution has never been understood to confer upon 
Congress the ability to require the States to govern accord-
ing to Congress’ instructions.”  New York, 505 U. S., at 
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162. Congress may not “simply commandeer the legisla-
tive processes of the States by directly compelling them to
enact and enforce a federal regulatory program.” Id., 
at 161 (internal quotation marks and brackets omitted).
Congress effectively engages in this impermissible com-
pulsion when state participation in a federal spending
program is coerced, so that the States’ choice whether to
enact or administer a federal regulatory program is ren-
dered illusory.

Where all Congress has done is to “encourag[e] state
regulation rather than compe[l] it, state governments 
remain responsive to the local electorate’s preferences; 
state officials remain accountable to the people.  [But] 
where the Federal Government compels States to regulate,
the accountability of both state and federal officials is 
diminished.” New York, supra, at 168. 

Amici who support the Government argue that forcing
state employees to implement a federal program is more 
respectful of federalism than using federal workers to
implement that program. See, e.g., Brief for Service Em-
ployees International Union et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 
11–398, pp. 25–26. They note that Congress, instead of 
expanding Medicaid, could have established an entirely 
federal program to provide coverage for the same group of 
people. By choosing to structure Medicaid as a cooperative
federal-state program, they contend, Congress allows for
more state control. Ibid. 

This argument reflects a view of federalism that our
cases have rejected—and with good reason. When Con-
gress compels the States to do its bidding, it blurs the 
lines of political accountability.  If the Federal Govern-
ment makes a controversial decision while acting on its
own, “it is the Federal Government that makes the deci-
sion in full view of the public, and it will be federal offi-
cials that suffer the consequences if the decision turns out
to be detrimental or unpopular.” New York, 505 U. S., at 
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168. But when the Federal Government compels the
States to take unpopular actions, “it may be state officials 
who will bear the brunt of public disapproval, while the
federal officials who devised the regulatory program may
remain insulated from the electoral ramifications of their 
decision.” Id., at 169; see Printz, supra, at 930.  For this 
reason, federal officeholders may view this “departur[e]
from the federal structure to be in their personal interests
. . . as a means of shifting responsibility for the eventual
decision.” New York, 505 U. S., at 182–183.  And even state 
officials may favor such a “departure from the constitu-
tional plan,” since uncertainty concerning responsibility 
may also permit them to escape accountability.  Id., at 
182. If a program is popular, state officials may claim 
credit; if it is unpopular, they may protest that they were
merely responding to a federal directive.

Once it is recognized that spending-power legislation 
cannot coerce state participation, two questions remain:
(1) What is the meaning of coercion in this context?  (2) Is
the ACA’s expanded Medicaid coverage coercive? We now 
turn to those questions. 

D 
1 

The answer to the first of these questions—the meaning
of coercion in the present context—is straightforward.  As 
we have explained, the legitimacy of attaching conditions 
to federal grants to the States depends on the voluntari-
ness of the States’ choice to accept or decline the offered
package.  Therefore, if States really have no choice other 
than to accept the package, the offer is coercive, and the
conditions cannot be sustained under the spending power.
And as our decision in South Dakota v. Dole makes clear, 
theoretical voluntariness is not enough. 

In South Dakota v. Dole, we considered whether the 
spending power permitted Congress to condition 5% of the 
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State’s federal highway funds on the State’s adoption of
a minimum drinking age of 21 years.  South Dakota ar-
gued that the program was impermissibly coercive, but we 
disagreed, reasoning that “Congress ha[d] directed only
that a State desiring to establish a minimum drinking age
lower than 21 lose a relatively small percentage of certain
federal highway funds.”  483 U. S., at 211. Because “all 
South Dakota would lose if she adhere[d] to her chosen 
course as to a suitable minimum drinking age [was] 5%
of the funds otherwise obtainable under specified high-
way grant programs,” we found that “Congress ha[d] of- 
fered relatively mild encouragement to the States to enact
higher minimum drinking ages than they would otherwise
choose.” Ibid. Thus, the decision whether to comply with
the federal condition “remain[ed] the prerogative of the
States not merely in theory but in fact,” and so the pro-
gram at issue did not exceed Congress’ power. Id., at 211– 
212 (emphasis added).

The question whether a law enacted under the spending
power is coercive in fact will sometimes be difficult, but 
where Congress has plainly “crossed the line distinguish-
ing encouragement from coercion,” New York, supra, at 
175, a federal program that coopts the States’ political 
processes must be declared unconstitutional.  “[T]he fed-
eral balance is too essential a part of our constitutional 
structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for
us to admit inability to intervene.”  Lopez, 514 U. S., at 
578 (KENNEDY, J., concurring). 

2 
The Federal Government’s argument in this case at best 

pays lip service to the anticoercion principle.  The Federal 
Government suggests that it is sufficient if States are 
“free, as a matter of law, to turn down” federal funds. 
Brief for Respondents in No. 11–400, p. 17 (emphasis 
added); see also id., at 25.  According to the Federal Gov-
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ernment, neither the amount of the offered federal funds 
nor the amount of the federal taxes extracted from the 
taxpayers of a State to pay for the program in question is 
relevant in determining whether there is impermissible 
coercion. Id., at 41–46. 

This argument ignores reality.  When a heavy federal
tax is levied to support a federal program that offers large 
grants to the States, States may, as a practical matter, be 
unable to refuse to participate in the federal program and 
to substitute a state alternative.  Even if a State believes 
that the federal program is ineffective and inefficient, 
withdrawal would likely force the State to impose a huge 
tax increase on its residents, and this new state tax would 
come on top of the federal taxes already paid by residents 
to support subsidies to participating States.13 

Acceptance of the Federal Government’s interpreta-
tion of the anticoercion rule would permit Congress to dic-
tate policy in areas traditionally governed primarily at the 
state or local level.  Suppose, for example, that Congress 
enacted legislation offering each State a grant equal to the
State’s entire annual expenditures for primary and sec-
ondary education.  Suppose also that this funding came 
with conditions governing such things as school curricu-
lum, the hiring and tenure of teachers, the drawing of 
school districts, the length and hours of the school day, the 

—————— 
13 JUSTICE GINSBURG argues that “[a] State . . . has no claim on the 

money its residents pay in federal taxes.”  Ante, at 59, n. 26.  This is 
true as a formal matter.  “When the United States Government taxes 
United States citizens, it taxes them ‘in their individual capacities’ as
‘the people of America’—not as residents of a particular State.”  Ante, at 
58, n. 26 (quoting U. S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton, 514 U. S. 779, 
839 (1995) (KENNEDY, J., concurring)).  But unless JUSTICE GINSBURG 

thinks that there is no limit to the amount of money that can be
squeezed out of taxpayers, heavy federal taxation diminishes the 
practical ability of States to collect their own taxes. 
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school calendar, a dress code for students, and rules for 
student discipline. As a matter of law, a State could turn 
down that offer, but if it did so, its residents would not 
only be required to pay the federal taxes needed to support
this expensive new program, but they would also be forced 
to pay an equivalent amount in state taxes.  And if the 
State gave in to the federal law, the State and its subdivi-
sions would surrender their traditional authority in the 
field of education.  Asked at oral argument whether such
a law would be allowed under the spending power, the 
Solicitor General responded that it would.  Tr. of Oral Arg. 
44–45 (Mar. 28, 2012). 

E 
Whether federal spending legislation crosses the line

from enticement to coercion is often difficult to determine, 
and courts should not conclude that legislation is uncon-
stitutional on this ground unless the coercive nature of an
offer is unmistakably clear.  In this case, however, there 
can be no doubt.  In structuring the ACA, Congress unam-
biguously signaled its belief that every State would have 
no real choice but to go along with the Medicaid Expan-
sion. If the anticoercion rule does not apply in this case,
then there is no such rule. 

1 
The dimensions of the Medicaid program lend strong

support to the petitioner States’ argument that refusing to
accede to the conditions set out in the ACA is not a realis-
tic option. Before the ACA’s enactment, Medicaid funded 
medical care for pregnant women, families with depend-
ents, children, the blind, the elderly, and the disabled.  See 
42 U. S. C. §1396a(a)(10) (2006 ed., Supp. IV).  The ACA 
greatly expands the program’s reach, making new funds
available to States that agree to extend coverage to all 
individuals who are under age 65 and have incomes below 
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133% of the federal poverty line. See §1396a(a) 
(10)(A)(i)(VIII). Any State that refuses to expand
its Medicaid programs in this way is threatened with a
severe sanction: the loss of all its federal Medicaid funds. 
See §1396c (2006 ed.).

Medicaid has long been the largest federal program of 
grants to the States.  See Brief for Respondents in No. 11– 
400, at 37. In 2010, the Federal Government directed 
more than $552 billion in federal funds to the States.  See 
Nat. Assn. of State Budget Officers, 2010 State Expendi-
ture Report: Examining Fiscal 2009–2011 State Spending, 
p. 7 (2011) (NASBO Report).  Of this, more than $233 
billion went to pre-expansion Medicaid.  See id., at 47.14 

This amount equals nearly 22% of all state expenditures 
combined. See id., at 7. 

The States devote a larger percentage of their budgets 
to Medicaid than to any other item. Id., at 5.  Federal  
funds account for anywhere from 50% to 83% of each 
State’s total Medicaid expenditures, see §1396d(b) (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV); most States receive more than $1 billion in 
federal Medicaid funding; and a quarter receive more than 

—————— 
14 The Federal Government has a higher number for federal spending 

on Medicaid.  According to the Office of Management and Budget, 
federal grants to the States for Medicaid amounted to nearly $273 
billion in Fiscal Year 2010.  See Office of Management and Bud- 
get, Historical Tables, Budget of the U. S. Government, Fiscal Year 
2013, Table 12.3—Total Outlays for Grants to State and Local Gov-
ernments by Function, Agency, and Program:  1940–2013, http:// 
www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals.  In that Fiscal Year, total 
federal outlays for grants to state and local governments amounted to 
over $608 billion, see Table 12.1, and state and local government 
expenditures from their own sources amounted to $1.6 trillion, see 
Table 15.2.  Using these numbers, 44.8% of all federal outlays to both 
state and local governments was allocated to Medicaid, amounting to 
16.8% of all state and local expenditures from their own sources. 
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$5 billion, NASBO Report 47.  These federal dollars total 
nearly two thirds—64.6%—of all Medicaid expenditures 
nationwide.15 Id., at 46. 

The Court of Appeals concluded that the States failed to 
establish coercion in this case in part because the “states 
have the power to tax and raise revenue, and therefore can 
create and fund programs of their own if they do not like 
Congress’s terms.” 648 F. 3d 1235, 1268 (CA11 2011); see 
Brief for Sen. Harry Reid et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11– 
400, p. 21 (“States may always choose to decrease expendi-
tures on other programs or to raise revenues”).  But the 
sheer size of this federal spending program in relation to 
state expenditures means that a State would be very hard 
pressed to compensate for the loss of federal funds by 
cutting other spending or raising additional revenue. 
Arizona, for example, commits 12% of its state expendi-
tures to Medicaid, and relies on the Federal Government 
to provide the rest: $5.6 billion, equaling roughly one-third 
of Arizona’s annual state expenditures of $17 billion.  See 
NASBO Report 7, 47.  Therefore, if Arizona lost federal 
Medicaid funding, the State would have to commit an 
additional 33% of all its state expenditures to fund an 
equivalent state program along the lines of pre-expansion 
Medicaid. This means that the State would have to allo-
cate 45% of its annual expenditures for that one purpose. 
See ibid. 

The States are far less reliant on federal funding for any 
other program.  After Medicaid, the next biggest federal 

—————— 
15 The Federal Government reports a higher percentage.  According

to Medicaid.gov, in Fiscal Year 2010, the Federal Government made 
Medicaid payments in the amount of nearly $260 billion, repre-
senting 67.79% of total Medicaid payments of $383 billion.  See 
www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information /By-State /By-
State.html. 
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funding item is aid to support elementary and secondary
education, which amounts to 12.8% of total federal outlays
to the States, see id., at 7, 16, and equals only 6.6% of 
all state expenditures combined.  See ibid.  In Arizona, 
for example, although federal Medicaid expenditures are
equal to 33% of all state expenditures, federal education
funds amount to only 9.8% of all state expenditures. See 
ibid. And even in States with less than average federal
Medicaid funding, that funding is at least twice the size of 
federal education funding as a percentage of state expend-
itures. Id., at 7, 16, 47. 

A State forced out of the Medicaid program would face
burdens in addition to the loss of federal Medicaid fund-
ing. For example, a nonparticipating State might be found 
to be ineligible for other major federal funding sources, 
such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), 
which is premised on the expectation that States will 
participate in Medicaid.  See 42 U. S. C. §602(a)(3) (2006
ed.) (requiring that certain beneficiaries of TANF funds be
“eligible for medical assistance under the State[’s Medi-
caid] plan”). And withdrawal or expulsion from the Medi-
caid program would not relieve a State’s hospitals of their 
obligation under federal law to provide care for patients
who are unable to pay for medical services. The Emer-
gency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, §1395dd,
requires hospitals that receive any federal funding to
provide stabilization care for indigent patients but does 
not offer federal funding to assist facilities in carrying out 
its mandate. Many of these patients are now covered by 
Medicaid. If providers could not look to the Medicaid
program to pay for this care, they would find it exceed-
ingly difficult to comply with federal law unless they were 
given substantial state support. See, e.g., Brief for Econ-
omists as Amici Curiae in No 11–400, p. 11. 

For these reasons, the offer that the ACA makes to the 
States—go along with a dramatic expansion of Medicaid or 
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potentially lose all federal Medicaid funding—is quite 
unlike anything that we have seen in a prior spending-
power case. In South Dakota v. Dole, the total amount 
that the States would have lost if every single State
had refused to comply with the 21-year-old drinking
age was approximately $614.7 million—or about 0.19% 
of all state expenditures combined. See Nat. Assn. 
of State Budget Officers, 1989 (Fiscal Years 1987– 
1989 Data) State Expenditure Report 10, 84 (1989), 
http://www.nasbo.org/publications-data/state-expenditure-
report/archives.  South Dakota stood to lose, at most, 
funding that amounted to less than 1% of its annual state 
expenditures. See ibid. Under the ACA, by contrast, the 
Federal Government has threatened to withhold 42.3% of 
all federal outlays to the states, or approximately $233
billion.  See NASBO Report 7, 10, 47. South Dakota 
stands to lose federal funding equaling 28.9% of its annual 
state expenditures. See id., at 7, 47.  Withholding $614.7
million, equaling only 0.19% of all state expenditures 
combined, is aptly characterized as “relatively mild en-
couragement,” but threatening to withhold $233 billion, 
equaling 21.86% of all state expenditures combined, is a 
different matter. 

2 
What the statistics suggest is confirmed by the goal

and structure of the ACA.  In crafting the ACA, Congress
clearly expressed its informed view that no State could 
possibly refuse the offer that the ACA extends.

The stated goal of the ACA is near-universal health care 
coverage. To achieve this goal, the ACA mandates that
every person obtain a minimum level of coverage.  It at-
tempts to reach this goal in several different ways.  The 
guaranteed issue and community-rating provisions are 
designed to make qualifying insurance available and 
affordable for persons with medical conditions that may 
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require expensive care. Other ACA provisions seek to 
make such policies more affordable for people of modest 
means. Finally, for low-income individuals who are 
simply not able to obtain insurance, Congress expanded 
Medicaid, transforming it from a program covering only
members of a limited list of vulnerable groups into a pro-
gram that provides at least the requisite minimum level 
of coverage for the poor.  See 42 U. S. C. §§1396a(a)
(10)(A)(i)(VIII) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), 1396u–7(a), (b)(5), 
18022(a). This design was intended to provide at least 
a specified minimum level of coverage for all Americans, 
but the achievement of that goal obviously depends on
participation by every single State.  If any State—not 
to mention all of the 26 States that brought this suit—
chose to decline the federal offer, there would be a gaping
hole in the ACA’s coverage. 

It is true that some persons who are eligible for Medi-
caid coverage under the ACA may be able to secure private 
insurance, either through their employers or by obtain- 
ing subsidized insurance through an exchange. See 26 
U. S. C. §36B(a) (2006 ed., Supp. IV); Brief for Respond-
ents in No. 11–400, at 12. But the new federal subsidies 
are not available to those whose income is below the fed-
eral poverty level, and the ACA provides no means, other
than Medicaid, for these individuals to obtain coverage 
and comply with the Mandate.  The Government counters 
that these people will not have to pay the penalty, see, e.g., 
Tr. of Oral Arg. 68 (Mar. 28, 2012); Brief for Respondents 
in No. 11–400, at 49–50, but that argument misses the 
point: Without Medicaid, these individuals will not have 
coverage and the ACA’s goal of near-universal coverage 
will be severely frustrated.

If Congress had thought that States might actually
refuse to go along with the expansion of Medicaid, Con-
gress would surely have devised a backup scheme so that
the most vulnerable groups in our society, those previously 
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eligible for Medicaid, would not be left out in the cold.  But 
nowhere in the over 900-page Act is such a scheme to be 
found. By contrast, because Congress thought that some
States might decline federal funding for the operation of
a “health benefit exchange,” Congress provided a backup 
scheme; if a State declines to participate in the operation 
of an exchange, the Federal Government will step in
and operate an exchange in that State.  See 42 U. S. C. 
§18041(c)(1). Likewise, knowing that States would not 
necessarily provide affordable health insurance for aliens
lawfully present in the United States—because Medicaid
does not require States to provide such coverage—Con- 
gress extended the availability of the new federal insur-
ance subsidies to all aliens. See 26 U. S. C. §36B(c) 
(1)(B)(ii) (excepting from the income limit individuals 
who are “not eligible for the medicaid program . . . by
reason of [their] alien status”). Congress did not make
these subsidies available for citizens with incomes below 
the poverty level because Congress obviously assumed 
that they would be covered by Medicaid.  If Congress had
contemplated that some of these citizens would be left
without Medicaid coverage as a result of a State’s with-
drawal or expulsion from the program, Congress surely 
would have made them eligible for the tax subsidies pro-
vided for low-income aliens. 

These features of the ACA convey an unmistakable
message: Congress never dreamed that any State would 
refuse to go along with the expansion of Medicaid. Con-
gress well understood that refusal was not a practical
option.

The Federal Government does not dispute the inference
that Congress anticipated 100% state participation, but it
argues that this assumption was based on the fact that 
ACA’s offer was an “exceedingly generous” gift.  Brief for 
Respondents in No. 11–400, at 50.  As the Federal Gov-
ernment sees things, Congress is like the generous bene-

39025



   
 

      

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

45 Cite as: 567 U. S. ____ (2012) 


SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ., dissenting
 

factor who offers $1 million with few strings attached to 
50 randomly selected individuals. Just as this benefactor 
might assume that all of these 50 individuals would snap
up his offer, so Congress assumed that every State would 
gratefully accept the federal funds (and conditions) to go
with the expansion of Medicaid. 

This characterization of the ACA’s offer raises obvious 
questions. If that offer is “exceedingly generous,” as the 
Federal Government maintains, why have more than half 
the States brought this lawsuit, contending that the offer 
is coercive? And why did Congress find it necessary to 
threaten that any State refusing to accept this “exceed-
ingly generous” gift would risk losing all Medicaid funds? 
Congress could have made just the new funding provided
under the ACA contingent on acceptance of the terms of
the Medicaid Expansion. Congress took such an approach
in some earlier amendments to Medicaid, separating new 
coverage requirements and funding from the rest of the 
program so that only new funding was conditioned on new 
eligibility extensions. See, e.g., Social Security Amend-
ments of 1972, 86 Stat. 1465. 

Congress’ decision to do otherwise here reflects its un-
derstanding that the ACA offer is not an “exceedingly 
generous” gift that no State in its right mind would de-
cline. Instead, acceptance of the offer will impose very
substantial costs on participating States.  It is true that 
the Federal Government will bear most of the initial costs 
associated with the Medicaid Expansion, first paying
100% of the costs of covering newly eligible individuals 
between 2014 and 2016. 42 U. S. C. §1396d(y).  But that 
is just part of the picture. Participating States will be 
forced to shoulder substantial costs as well, because after 
2019 the Federal Government will cover only 90% of the 
costs associated with the Expansion, see ibid., with state 
spending projected to increase by at least $20 billion by
2020 as a consequence.  Statement of Douglas W. Elmen-

39026



 
  

      

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

46 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 

 BUSINESS v. SEBELIUS
 

SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and ALITO, JJ., dissenting
 

dorf, CBO’s Analysis of the Major Health Care Legislation 
Enacted in March 2010, p. 24 (Mar. 30, 2011); see also R.
Bovbjerg, B. Ormond, & V. Chen, Kaiser Commission on 
Medicaid and the Uninsured, State Budgets under Federal 
Health Reform: The Extent and Causes of Variations in 
Estimated Impacts 4, n. 27 (Feb. 2011) (estimating new 
state spending at $43.2 billion through 2019).  After 2019, 
state spending is expected to increase at a faster rate; the 
CBO estimates new state spending at $60 billion through 
2021. Statement of Douglas W. Elmendorf, supra, at 24. 
And these costs may increase in the future because of 
the very real possibility that the Federal Government will 
change funding terms and reduce the percentage of funds 
it will cover.  This would leave the States to bear an in-
creasingly large percentage of the bill.  See Tr. of Oral 
Arg. 74–76 (Mar. 28, 2012).  Finally, after 2015, the States
will have to pick up the tab for 50% of all administrative
costs associated with implementing the new program, see 
§§1396b(a)(2)–(5), (7) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), costs that could 
approach $12 billion between fiscal years 2014 and 2020, 
see Dept. of Health and Human Services, Center for Medi-
caid and Medicare Services, 2010 Actuarial Report on the 
Financial Outlook for Medicaid 30. 

In sum, it is perfectly clear from the goal and structure
of the ACA that the offer of the Medicaid Expansion was
one that Congress understood no State could refuse. The
Medicaid Expansion therefore exceeds Congress’ spending 
power and cannot be implemented. 

F 
Seven Members of the Court agree that the Medicaid 

Expansion, as enacted by Congress, is unconstitutional. 
See Part IV–A to IV–E, supra; Part IV–A, ante, at 45–55 
(opinion of ROBERTS, C. J., joined by BREYER and KAGAN, 
JJ.). Because the Medicaid Expansion is unconstitutional, 
the question of remedy arises. The most natural remedy 
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would be to invalidate the Medicaid Expansion.  However, 
the Government proposes—in two cursory sentences at
the very end of its brief—preserving the Expansion.  Under 
its proposal, States would receive the additional Medi-
caid funds if they expand eligibility, but States would 
keep their pre-existing Medicaid funds if they do not
expand eligibility. We cannot accept the Government’s
suggestion.

The reality that States were given no real choice but to
expand Medicaid was not an accident. Congress assumed 
States would have no choice, and the ACA depends on
States’ having no choice, because its Mandate requires
low-income individuals to obtain insurance many of them 
can afford only through the Medicaid Expansion. Fur-
thermore, a State’s withdrawal might subject everyone in
the State to much higher insurance premiums.  That is 
because the Medicaid Expansion will no longer offset the
cost to the insurance industry imposed by the ACA’s in-
surance regulations and taxes, a point that is explained in 
more detail in the severability section below.  To make the 
Medicaid Expansion optional despite the ACA’s structure
and design “ ‘would be to make a new law, not to enforce 
an old one.  This is no part of our duty.’ ” Trade-Mark 
Cases, 100 U. S. 82, 99 (1879).

Worse, the Government’s proposed remedy introduces a
new dynamic: States must choose between expanding 
Medicaid or paying huge tax sums to the federal fisc for 
the sole benefit of expanding Medicaid in other States. If 
this divisive dynamic between and among States can be
introduced at all, it should be by conscious congressional 
choice, not by Court-invented interpretation.  We do not 
doubt that States are capable of making decisions when
put in a tight spot. We do doubt the authority of this
Court to put them there. 

The Government cites a severability clause codified with
Medicaid in Chapter 7 of the United States Code stating 
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that if “any provision of this chapter, or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the 
remainder of the chapter, and the application of such
provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be
affected thereby.” 42 U. S. C. §1303 (2006 ed.). But that 
clause tells us only that other provisions in Chapter 7
should not be invalidated if §1396c, the authorization for 
the cut-off of all Medicaid funds, is unconstitutional.  It 
does not tell us that §1396c can be judicially revised, to 
say what it does not say. Such a judicial power would 
not be called the doctrine of severability but perhaps
the doctrine of amendatory invalidation—similar to the 
amendatory veto that permits the Governors of some 
States to reduce the amounts appropriated in legislation. 
The proof that such a power does not exist is the fact that
it would not preserve other congressional dispositions, but 
would leave it up to the Court what the “validated” legis-
lation will contain. The Court today opts for permitting 
the cut-off of only incremental Medicaid funding, but it
might just as well have permitted, say, the cut-off of funds 
that represent no more than x percent of the State’s bud-
get. The Court severs nothing, but simply revises §1396c to
read as the Court would desire. 

We should not accept the Government’s invitation to
attempt to solve a constitutional problem by rewriting the
Medicaid Expansion so as to allow States that reject it 
to retain their pre-existing Medicaid funds.  Worse, the 
Government’s remedy, now adopted by the Court, takes
the ACA and this Nation in a new direction and charts a 
course for federalism that the Court, not the Congress, has
chosen; but under the Constitution, that power and au-
thority do not rest with this Court. 

V 
Severability 

The Affordable Care Act seeks to achieve “near-
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universal” health insurance coverage.  §18091(2)(D) (2006 
ed., Supp. IV).  The two pillars of the Act are the Individ- 
ual Mandate and the expansion of coverage under Medicaid.
In our view, both these central provisions of the Act—the
Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expansion—are invalid. 
It follows, as some of the parties urge, that all other provi-
sions of the Act must fall as well. The following section
explains the severability principles that require this con-
clusion. This analysis also shows how closely interrelated
the Act is, and this is all the more reason why it is judicial
usurpation to impose an entirely new mechanism for
withdrawal of Medicaid funding, see Part IV–F, supra, 
which is one of many examples of how rewriting the Act 
alters its dynamics. 

A 
When an unconstitutional provision is but a part of a

more comprehensive statute, the question arises as to the 
validity of the remaining provisions.  The Court’s author-
ity to declare a statute partially unconstitutional has been
well established since Marbury v. Madison, 1 Cranch 137 
(1803), when the Court severed an unconstitutional provi-
sion from the Judiciary Act of 1789. And while the Court 
has sometimes applied “at least a modest presumption in 
favor of . . . severability,” C. Nelson, Statutory Interpreta-
tion 144 (2010), it has not always done so, see, e.g., Minne-
sota v. Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians, 526 U. S. 
172, 190–195 (1999). 

An automatic or too cursory severance of statutory 
provisions risks “rewrit[ing] a statute and giv[ing] it an
effect altogether different from that sought by the meas-
ure viewed as a whole.”  Railroad Retirement Bd. v. Alton 
R. Co., 295 U. S. 330, 362 (1935).  The Judiciary, if it
orders uncritical severance, then assumes the legislative 
function; for it imposes on the Nation, by the Court’s
decree, its own new statutory regime, consisting of poli-
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cies, risks, and duties that Congress did not enact. That 
can be a more extreme exercise of the judicial power than
striking the whole statute and allowing Congress to ad-
dress the conditions that pertained when the statute was
considered at the outset. 

The Court has applied a two-part guide as the frame-
work for severability analysis. The test has been deemed 
“well established.” Alaska Airlines, Inc. v. Brock, 480 
U. S. 678, 684 (1987).  First, if the Court holds a statutory 
provision unconstitutional, it then determines whether
the now truncated statute will operate in the manner Con- 
gress intended. If not, the remaining provisions must be 
invalidated. See id., at 685. In Alaska Airlines, the Court 
clarified that this first inquiry requires more than ask- 
ing whether “the balance of the legislation is incapable of 
functioning independently.” Id., at 684.  Even if the re-
maining provisions will operate in some coherent way,
that alone does not save the statute. The question is 
whether the provisions will work as Congress intended. 
The “relevant inquiry in evaluating severability is whether 
the statute will function in a manner consistent with 
the intent of Congress.” Id., at 685 (emphasis in original). 
See also Free Enterprise Fund v. Public Company Account-
ing Oversight Bd., 561 U. S. ___, ___ (2010) (slip op., at 
28) (the Act “remains fully operative as a law with these 
tenure restrictions excised”) (internal quotation marks 
omitted); United States v. Booker, 543 U. S. 220, 227 
(2005) (“[T]wo provisions . . . must be invalidated in order
to allow the statute to operate in a manner consistent
with congressional intent”); Mille Lacs, supra, at 194 (“[E]m- 
bodying as it did one coherent policy, [the entire order]
is inseverable”). 

Second, even if the remaining provisions can operate as
Congress designed them to operate, the Court must de-
termine if Congress would have enacted them standing 
alone and without the unconstitutional portion.  If Con-
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gress would not, those provisions, too, must be invalidated. 
See Alaska Airlines, supra, at 685 (“[T]he unconstitu- 
tional provision must be severed unless the statute cre- 
ated in its absence is legislation that Congress would not 
have enacted”); see also Free Enterprise Fund, supra, at 
___ (slip op., at 29) (“[N]othing in the statute’s text or 
historical context makes it ‘evident’ that Congress, faced 
with the limitations imposed by the Constitution, would 
have preferred no Board at all to a Board whose members
are removable at will”); Ayotte v. Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New Eng., 546 U. S. 320, 330 (2006) (“Would the
legislature have preferred what is left of its statute to no 
statute at all”); Denver Area Ed. Telecommunications 
Consortium, Inc. v. FCC, 518 U. S. 727, 767 (1996) (plural-
ity opinion) (“Would Congress still have passed §10(a) had
it known that the remaining provisions were invalid” 
(internal quotation marks and brackets omitted)).

The two inquiries—whether the remaining provisions
will operate as Congress designed them, and whether
Congress would have enacted the remaining provisions
standing alone—often are interrelated.  In the ordinary 
course, if the remaining provisions cannot operate accord-
ing to the congressional design (the first inquiry), it almost 
necessarily follows that Congress would not have enacted
them (the second inquiry). This close interaction may
explain why the Court has not always been precise in
distinguishing between the two.  There are, however, 
occasions in which the severability standard’s first inquiry 
(statutory functionality) is not a proxy for the second
inquiry (whether the Legislature intended the remaining 
provisions to stand alone). 

B 
The Act was passed to enable affordable, “near-universal”

health insurance coverage.  42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(D). 
The resulting, complex statute consists of mandates and 
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other requirements; comprehensive regulation and penal-
ties; some undoubted taxes; and increases in some gov-
ernmental expenditures, decreases in others.  Under the 
severability test set out above, it must be determined if
those provisions function in a coherent way and as Con-
gress would have intended, even when the major provi-
sions establishing the Individual Mandate and Medicaid 
Expansion are themselves invalid.

Congress did not intend to establish the goal of near-
universal coverage without regard to fiscal consequences.
See, e.g., ACA §1563, 124 Stat. 270 (“[T]his Act will reduce 
the Federal deficit between 2010 and 2019”). And it did 
not intend to impose the inevitable costs on any one indus-
try or group of individuals. The whole design of the Act 
is to balance the costs and benefits affecting each set
of regulated parties. Thus, individuals are required to
obtain health insurance.  See 26 U. S. C. §5000A(a).  Insur- 
ance companies are required to sell them insurance re-
gardless of patients’ pre-existing conditions and to comply
with a host of other regulations. And the companies must 
pay new taxes.  See §4980I (high-cost insurance plans);
42 U. S. C. §§300gg(a)(1), 300gg–4(b) (community rating);
§§300gg–1, 300gg–3, 300gg–4(a) (guaranteed issue);
§300gg–11 (elimination of coverage limits); §300gg–14(a) 
(dependent children up to age 26); ACA §§9010, 10905,
124 Stat. 865, 1017 (excise tax); Health Care and Educa-
tion Reconciliation Act of 2010 (HCERA) §1401, 124 Stat.
1059 (excise tax). States are expected to expand Medicaid 
eligibility and to create regulated marketplaces called ex- 
changes where individuals can purchase insurance.  See 
42 U. S. C. §§1396a(a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII) (2006 ed., Supp. IV) 
(Medicaid Expansion), 18031 (exchanges). Some persons
who cannot afford insurance are provided it through the 
Medicaid Expansion, and others are aided in their pur-
chase of insurance through federal subsidies available on
health-insurance exchanges.  See 26 U. S. C. §36B (2006 
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ed., Supp. IV), 42 U. S. C. §18071 (2006 ed., Supp. IV)
(federal subsidies).  The Federal Government’s increased 
spending is offset by new taxes and cuts in other federal
expenditures, including reductions in Medicare and in
federal payments to hospitals. See, e.g., §1395ww(r) (Med-
icare cuts); ACA Title IX, Subtitle A, 124 Stat. 847 (“Rev-
enue Offset Provisions”). Employers with at least 50
employees must either provide employees with adequate 
health benefits or pay a financial exaction if an employee 
who qualifies for federal subsidies purchases insurance
through an exchange.  See 26 U. S. C. §4980H (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV).

In short, the Act attempts to achieve near-universal 
health insurance coverage by spreading its costs to indi-
viduals, insurers, governments, hospitals, and employers—
while, at the same time, offsetting significant portions
of those costs with new benefits to each group. For ex-
ample, the Federal Government bears the burden of pay-
ing billions for the new entitlements mandated by the 
Medicaid Expansion and federal subsidies for insurance 
purchases on the exchanges; but it benefits from reduc-
tions in the reimbursements it pays to hospitals.  Hospi-
tals lose those reimbursements; but they benefit from the
decrease in uncompensated care, for under the insurance
regulations it is easier for individuals with pre-existing 
conditions to purchase coverage that increases payments
to hospitals.  Insurance companies bear new costs imposed
by a collection of insurance regulations and taxes, including 
“guaranteed issue” and “community rating” requirements
to give coverage regardless of the insured’s pre-existing
conditions; but the insurers benefit from the new, healthy 
purchasers who are forced by the Individual Mandate 
to buy the insurers’ product and from the new low-
income Medicaid recipients who will enroll in insurance 
companies’ Medicaid-funded managed care programs. In 
summary, the Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expan-
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sion offset insurance regulations and taxes, which offset
reduced reimbursements to hospitals, which offset in-
creases in federal spending. So, the Act’s major provisions 
are interdependent.

The Act then refers to these interdependencies as
“shared responsibility.”  See ACA Subtitle F, Title I, 124 
Stat. 242 (“Shared Responsibility”); ACA §1501, ibid. 
(same); ACA §1513, id., at 253 (same); ACA §4980H, ibid. 
(same). In at least six places, the Act describes the Indi-
vidual Mandate as working “together with the other pro-
visions of this Act.”  42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(C) (2006 ed.,
Supp. IV) (working “together” to “add millions of new 
consumers to the health insurance market”); §18091(2)(E) 
(working “together” to “significantly reduce” the economic 
cost of the poorer health and shorter lifespan of the unin-
sured); §18091(2)(F) (working “together” to “lower health
insurance premiums”); §18091(2)(G) (working “together” to
“improve financial security for families”); §18091(2)(I) 
(working “together” to minimize “adverse selection and 
broaden the health insurance risk pool to include healthy 
individuals”); §18091(2)(J) (working “together” to “signif- 
icantly reduce administrative costs and lower health
insurance premiums”). The Act calls the Individual Man-
date “an essential part” of federal regulation of health
insurance and warns that “the absence of the requirement
would undercut Federal regulation of the health insurance 
market.” §18091(2)(H). 

C 
One preliminary point should be noted before applying

severability principles to the Act.  To be sure, an argument 
can be made that those portions of the Act that none of the 
parties has standing to challenge cannot be held nonse-
verable. The response to this argument is that our cases
do not support it.  See, e.g., Williams v. Standard Oil Co. 
of La., 278 U. S. 235, 242–244 (1929) (holding nonsever-
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able statutory provisions that did not burden the parties).
It would be particularly destructive of sound government
to apply such a rule with regard to a multifaceted piece of 
legislation like the ACA.  It would take years, perhaps
decades, for each of its provisions to be adjudicated sepa-
rately—and for some of them (those simply expending
federal funds) no one may have separate standing.  The 
Federal Government, the States, and private parties ought 
to know at once whether the entire legislation fails. 

The opinion now explains in Part V–C–1, infra, why the
Act’s major provisions are not severable from the Mandate
and Medicaid Expansion. It proceeds from the insurance 
regulations and taxes (C–1–a), to the reductions in reim-
bursements to hospitals and other Medicare reductions
(C–1–b), the exchanges and their federal subsidies (C–1–c),
and the employer responsibility assessment (C–1–d). 
Part V–C–2, infra, explains why the Act’s minor provi-
sions also are not severable. 

1 
The Act’s Major Provisions 

Major provisions of the Affordable Care Act—i.e., the 
insurance regulations and taxes, the reductions in federal 
reimbursements to hospitals and other Medicare spend- 
ing reductions, the exchanges and their federal subsidies,
and the employer responsibility assessment—cannot remain
once the Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expansion are
invalid. That result follows from the undoubted inability 
of the other major provisions to operate as Congress in-
tended without the Individual Mandate and Medicaid 
Expansion. Absent the invalid portions, the other major 
provisions could impose enormous risks of unexpected bur- 
dens on patients, the health-care community, and the 
federal budget. That consequence would be in absolute
conflict with the ACA’s design of “shared responsibility,” 
and would pose a threat to the Nation that Congress did 
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not intend. 

a 
Insurance Regulations and Taxes 

Without the Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expan-
sion, the Affordable Care Act’s insurance regulations and
insurance taxes impose risks on insurance companies and
their customers that this Court cannot measure.  Those 
risks would undermine Congress’ scheme of “shared re-
sponsibility.”  See 26 U. S. C. §4980I (2006 ed., Supp. 
IV) (high-cost insurance plans); 42 U. S. C. §§300gg(a)(1) 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV), 300gg–4(b) (community rating); 
§§300gg–1, 300gg–3, 300gg–4(a) (guaranteed issue);
§300gg–11 (elimination of coverage limits); §300gg–14(a) 
(dependent children up to age 26); ACA §§9010, 10905,
124 Stat. 865, 1017 (excise tax); HCERA §1401, 124 Stat.
1059 (excise tax).

The Court has been informed by distinguished econo-
mists that the Act’s Individual Mandate and Medicaid 
Expansion would each increase revenues to the insurance 
industry by about $350 billion over 10 years; that this
combined figure of $700 billion is necessary to offset the 
approximately $700 billion in new costs to the insurance 
industry imposed by the Act’s insurance regulations and
taxes; and that the new $700-billion burden would other-
wise dwarf the industry’s current profit margin.  See Brief 
for Economists as Amici Curiae in No. 11–393 etc. (Sever-
ability), pp. 9–16, 10a.

If that analysis is correct, the regulations and taxes will
mean higher costs for insurance companies.  Higher costs
may mean higher premiums for consumers, despite the
Act’s goal of “lower[ing] health insurance premiums.”  42 
U. S. C. §18091(2)(F) (2006 ed., Supp. IV).  Higher costs
also could threaten the survival of health-insurance com-
panies, despite the Act’s goal of “effective health insurance
markets.” §18091(2)(J). 
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The actual cost of the regulations and taxes may be
more or less than predicted. What is known, however, is 
that severing other provisions from the Individual Man-
date and Medicaid Expansion necessarily would impose 
significant risks and real uncertainties on insurance com-
panies, their customers, all other major actors in the sys-
tem, and the government treasury. And what also is 
known is this: Unnecessary risks and avoidable uncertain-
ties are hostile to economic progress and fiscal stability 
and thus to the safety and welfare of the Nation and the 
Nation’s freedom.  If those risks and uncertainties are to 
be imposed, it must not be by the Judiciary. 

b 
Reductions in Reimbursements to Hospitals and 

Other Reductions in Medicare Expenditures 
The Affordable Care Act reduces payments by the Fed-

eral Government to hospitals by more than $200 billion 
over 10 years.  See 42 U. S. C. §1395ww(b)(3)(B)(xi)–(xii)
(2006 ed., Supp. IV); §1395ww(q); §1395ww(r); §1396r–
4(f)(7).

The concept is straightforward: Near-universal coverage
will reduce uncompensated care, which will increase hos-
pitals’ revenues, which will offset the government’s re- 
ductions in Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements to 
hospitals. Responsibility will be shared, as burdens and 
benefits balance each other. This is typical of the whole
dynamic of the Act.

Invalidating the key mechanisms for expanding insur-
ance coverage, such as community rating and the Medi-
caid Expansion, without invalidating the reductions in 
Medicare and Medicaid, distorts the ACA’s design of 
“shared responsibility.” Some hospitals may be forced to 
raise the cost of care in order to offset the reductions in 
reimbursements, which could raise the cost of insurance 
premiums, in contravention of the Act’s goal of “lower[ing] 
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health insurance premiums.”  42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(F) 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV).  See also §18091(2)(I) (goal of 
“lower[ing] health insurance premiums”); §18091(2)(J) 
(same). Other hospitals, particularly safety-net hospitals that
serve a large number of uninsured patients, may be forced 
to shut down. Cf. National Assn. of Public Hospitals, 2009
Annual Survey: Safety Net Hospitals and Health Systems
Fulfill Mission in Uncertain Times 5–6 (Feb. 2011).  Like 
the effect of preserving the insurance regulations and
taxes, the precise degree of risk to hospitals is unknow-
able. It is not the proper role of the Court, by severing
part of a statute and allowing the rest to stand, to impose 
unknowable risks that Congress could neither measure 
nor predict.  And Congress could not have intended that
result in any event. 

There is a second, independent reason why the reduc-
tions in reimbursements to hospitals and the ACA’s other 
Medicare cuts must be invalidated.  The ACA’s $455 bil-
lion in Medicare and Medicaid savings offset the $434-
billion cost of the Medicaid Expansion.  See CBO Esti-
mate, Table 2 (Mar. 20, 2010). The reductions allowed 
Congress to find that the ACA “will reduce the Federal
deficit between 2010 and 2019” and “will continue to 
reduce budget deficits after 2019.”  ACA §§1563(a)(1), (2), 
124 Stat. 270. 

That finding was critical to the ACA.  The Act’s “shared 
responsibility” concept extends to the federal budget.
Congress chose to offset new federal expenditures with 
budget cuts and tax increases.  That is why the United
States has explained in the course of this litigation that 
“[w]hen Congress passed the ACA, it was careful to ensure
that any increased spending, including on Medicaid, was
offset by other revenue-raising and cost-saving provi-
sions.” Memorandum in  Support of Government’s Motion
for Summary Judgment in No. 3–10–cv–91, p. 41. 

If the Medicare and Medicaid reductions would no longer 
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be needed to offset the costs of the Medicaid Expansion, 
the reductions would no longer operate in the manner 
Congress intended. They would lose their justification and 
foundation. In addition, to preserve them would be “to
eliminate a significant quid pro quo of the legislative com- 
promise” and create a statute Congress did not enact. 
Legal Services Corporation v. Velazquez, 531 U. S. 533, 
561 (2001) (SCALIA, J., dissenting).  It is no secret that 
cutting Medicare is unpopular; and it is most improbable 
Congress would have done so without at least the assur-
ance that it would render the ACA deficit-neutral.  See 
ACA §§1563(a)(1), (2), 124 Stat. 270. 

c 
Health Insurance Exchanges and Their Federal 

Subsidies 
The ACA requires each State to establish a health-

insurance “exchange.”  Each exchange is a one-stop mar-
ketplace for individuals and small businesses to compare 
community-rated health insurance and purchase the
policy of their choice. The exchanges cannot operate in the
manner Congress intended if the Individual Mandate, 
Medicaid Expansion, and insurance regulations cannot
remain in force. 

The Act’s design is to allocate billions of federal dollars
to subsidize individuals’ purchases on the exchanges.  In- 
dividuals with incomes between 100 and 400 percent of 
the poverty level receive tax credits to offset the cost of 
insurance to the individual purchaser.  26 U. S. C. §36B 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV); 42 U. S. C. §18071 (2006 ed., Supp.
IV). By 2019, 20 million of the 24 million people who will 
obtain insurance through an exchange are expected to
receive an average federal subsidy of $6,460 per person.
See CBO, Analysis of the Major Health Care Legislation 
Enacted in March 2010, pp. 18–19 (Mar. 30, 2011).  With-
out the community-rating insurance regulation, however, 
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the average federal subsidy could be much higher; for 
community rating greatly lowers the enormous premiums 
unhealthy individuals would otherwise pay. Federal 
subsidies would make up much of the difference. 

The result would be an unintended boon to insurance 
companies, an unintended harm to the federal fisc, and 
a corresponding breakdown of the “shared responsibil- 
ity” between the industry and the federal budget that
Congress intended. Thus, the federal subsidies must be 
invalidated. 

In the absence of federal subsidies to purchasers, insur-
ance companies will have little incentive to sell insurance 
on the exchanges. Under the ACA’s scheme, few, if any,
individuals would want to buy individual insurance poli-
cies outside of an exchange, because federal subsidies 
would be unavailable outside of an exchange.  Difficulty in 
attracting individuals outside of the exchange would in
turn motivate insurers to enter exchanges, despite the
exchanges’ onerous regulations.  See 42 U. S. C. §18031. 
That system of incentives collapses if the federal subsidies
are invalidated. Without the federal subsidies, individ- 
uals would lose the main incentive to purchase insurance 
inside the exchanges, and some insurers may be unwilling 
to offer insurance inside of exchanges.  With fewer buyers
and even fewer sellers, the exchanges would not operate
as Congress intended and may not operate at all.

There is a second reason why, if community rating is 
invalidated by the Mandate and Medicaid Expansion’s
invalidity, exchanges cannot be implemented in a manner
consistent with the Act’s design.  A key purpose of an
exchange is to provide a marketplace of insurance options
where prices are standardized regardless of the buy- 
er’s pre-existing conditions. See ibid. An individual who 
shops for insurance through an exchange will evaluate 
different insurance products. The products will offer 
different benefits and prices. Congress designed the ex-
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changes so the shopper can compare benefits and prices.
But the comparison cannot be made in the way Congress
designed if the prices depend on the shopper’s pre-existing 
health conditions. The prices would vary from person to 
person. So without community rating—which prohibits
insurers from basing the price of insurance on pre-existing
conditions—the exchanges cannot operate in the manner 
Congress intended. 

d 
Employer-Responsibility Assessment 

The employer responsibility assessment provides an 
incentive for employers with at least 50 employees to 
provide their employees with health insurance options
that meet minimum criteria.  See 26 U. S. C. §4980H 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV).  Unlike the Individual Mandate, 
the employer-responsibility assessment does not require
employers to provide an insurance option.  Instead, it re-
quires them to make a payment to the Federal Govern-
ment if they do not offer insurance to employees and if
insurance is bought on an exchange by an employee who 
qualifies for the exchange’s federal subsidies.  See ibid. 

For two reasons, the employer-responsibility assessment 
must be invalidated. First, the ACA makes a direct link 
between the employer-responsibility assessment and the 
exchanges. The financial assessment against employers 
occurs only under certain conditions.  One of them is the 
purchase of insurance by an employee on an exchange.
With no exchanges, there are no purchases on the ex-
changes; and with no purchases on the exchanges, there is
nothing to trigger the employer-responsibility assessment.

Second, after the invalidation of burdens on individuals 
(the Individual Mandate), insurers (the insurance regu-
lations and taxes), States (the Medicaid Expansion), the 
Federal Government (the federal subsidies for exchanges
and for the Medicaid Expansion), and hospitals (the reduc-
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tions in reimbursements), the preservation of the employer-
responsibility assessment would upset the ACA’s design 
of “shared responsibility.” It would leave employers as the
only parties bearing any significant responsibility.  That 
was not the congressional intent. 

2 
The Act’s Minor Provisions 

The next question is whether the invalidation of the
ACA’s major provisions requires the Court to invalidate 
the ACA’s other provisions. It does. 

The ACA is over 900 pages long.  Its regulations include
requirements ranging from a break time and secluded
place at work for nursing mothers, see 29 U. S. C. §207(r)(1) 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV), to displays of nutritional content 
at chain restaurants, see 21 U. S. C. §343(q)(5)(H).
The Act raises billions of dollars in taxes and fees, includ-
ing exactions imposed on high-income taxpayers, see ACA 
§§9015, 10906; HCERA §1402, medical devices, see 26 
U. S. C. §4191 (2006 ed., Supp. IV), and tanning booths, 
see §5000B. It spends government money on, among other 
things, the study of how to spend less government money.
42 U. S. C. §1315a.  And it includes a number of provisions
that provide benefits to the State of a particular legislator.
For example, §10323, 124 Stat. 954, extends Medicare 
coverage to individuals exposed to asbestos from a mine in 
Libby, Montana. Another provision, §2006, id., at 284, 
increases Medicaid payments only in Louisiana. 

Such provisions validate the Senate Majority Leader’s
statement, “ ‘I don’t know if there is a senator that doesn’t 
have something in this bill that was important to them. 
. . .  [And] if they don’t have something in it important to 
them, then it doesn’t speak well of them.  That’s what this 
legislation is all about: It’s the art of compromise.’ ” Pear, 
In Health Bill for Everyone, Provisions for a Few, N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 4, 2010, p. A10 (quoting Sen. Reid).  Often, a 
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minor provision will be the price paid for support of a 
major provision.  So, if the major provision were unconsti-
tutional, Congress would not have passed the minor one.

Without the ACA’s major provisions, many of these
minor provisions will not operate in the manner Congress 
intended. For example, the tax increases are “Revenue
Offset Provisions” designed to help offset the cost to the 
Federal Government of programs like the Medicaid Ex-
pansion and the exchanges’ federal subsidies.  See Title 
IX, Subtitle A—Revenue Offset Provisions, 124 Stat. 847. 
With the Medicaid Expansion and the exchanges invali-
dated, the tax increases no longer operate to offset costs, 
and they no longer serve the purpose in the Act’s scheme 
of “shared responsibility” that Congress intended. 

Some provisions, such as requiring chain restaurants to
display nutritional content, appear likely to operate as
Congress intended, but they fail the second test for sever-
ability. There is no reason to believe that Congress would 
have enacted them independently. The Court has not 
previously had occasion to consider severability in the con- 
text of an omnibus enactment like the ACA, which in-
cludes not only many provisions that are ancillary to its
central provisions but also many that are entirely unre-
lated—hitched on because it was a quick way to get them
passed despite opposition, or because their proponents 
could exact their enactment as the quid pro quo for their 
needed support. When we are confronted with such a so-
called “Christmas tree,” a law to which many nongermane 
ornaments have been attached, we think the proper rule 
must be that when the tree no longer exists the ornaments 
are superfluous. We have no reliable basis for knowing 
which pieces of the Act would have passed on their own.  It 
is certain that many of them would not have, and it is not 
a proper function of this Court to guess which. To sever 
the statute in that manner “ ‘would be to make a new law, 
not to enforce an old one.  This is not part of our duty.’ ”  
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Trade-Mark Cases, 100 U. S., at 99. 
This Court must not impose risks unintended by Con-

gress or produce legislation Congress may have lacked the 
support to enact. For those reasons, the unconstitution-
ality of both the Individual Mandate and the Medicaid
Expansion requires the invalidation of the Affordable Care
Act’s other provisions. 

* * * 
The Court today decides to save a statute Congress did

not write. It rules that what the statute declares to be a 
requirement with a penalty is instead an option subject 
to a tax. And it changes the intentionally coercive sanc-
tion of a total cut-off of Medicaid funds to a supposedly
noncoercive cut-off of only the incremental funds that the
Act makes available. 

The Court regards its strained statutory interpretation
as judicial modesty. It is not. It amounts instead to a vast 
judicial overreaching. It creates a debilitated, inoperable 
version of health-care regulation that Congress did not 
enact and the public does not expect. It makes enactment 
of sensible health-care regulation more difficult, since 
Congress cannot start afresh but must take as its point of 
departure a jumble of now senseless provisions, provisions 
that certain interests favored under the Court’s new de-
sign will struggle to retain.  And it leaves the public and
the States to expend vast sums of money on requirements
that may or may not survive the necessary congressional 
revision. 

The Court’s disposition, invented and atextual as it is,
does not even have the merit of avoiding constitutional
difficulties. It creates them. The holding that the Indi-
vidual Mandate is a tax raises a difficult constitutional 
question (what is a direct tax?) that the Court resolves 
with inadequate deliberation.  And the judgment on the 
Medicaid Expansion issue ushers in new federalism con-
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cerns and places an unaccustomed strain upon the Union.
Those States that decline the Medicaid Expansion must 
subsidize, by the federal tax dollars taken from their 
citizens, vast grants to the States that accept the Medicaid
Expansion. If that destabilizing political dynamic, so
antagonistic to a harmonious Union, is to be introduced at
all, it should be by Congress, not by the Judiciary.

The values that should have determined our course to-
day are caution, minimalism, and the understanding that
the Federal Government is one of limited powers.  But 
the Court’s ruling undermines those values at every turn. 
In the name of restraint, it overreaches.  In the name of 
constitutional avoidance, it creates new constitutional 
questions. In the name of cooperative federalism, it un-
dermines state sovereignty.

The Constitution, though it dates from the founding of
the Republic, has powerful meaning and vital relevance
to our own times.  The constitutional protections that this 
case involves are protections of structure.  Structural 
protections—notably, the restraints imposed by federalism
and separation of powers—are less romantic and have less 
obvious a connection to personal freedom than the provi-
sions of the Bill of Rights or the Civil War Amendments. 
Hence they tend to be undervalued or even forgotten by 
our citizens. It should be the responsibility of the Court to
teach otherwise, to remind our people that the Framers 
considered structural protections of freedom the most im- 
portant ones, for which reason they alone were embod-
ied in the original Constitution and not left to later
amendment. The fragmentation of power produced by the
structure of our Government is central to liberty, and 
when we destroy it, we place liberty at peril.  Today’s
decision should have vindicated, should have taught, this
truth; instead, our judgment today has disregarded it.

For the reasons here stated, we would find the Act in-
valid in its entirety. We respectfully dissent. 
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v. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

HUMAN SERVICES ET AL. 

ON WRITS OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

[June 28, 2012] 

JUSTICE THOMAS, dissenting. 
I dissent for the reasons stated in our joint opinion, but 

I write separately to say a word about the Commerce 
Clause. The joint dissent and THE  CHIEF JUSTICE cor-
rectly apply our precedents to conclude that the Individual
Mandate is beyond the power granted to Congress un-
der the Commerce Clause and the Necessary and Proper 
Clause. Under those precedents, Congress may regulate
“economic activity [that] substantially affects interstate
commerce.” United States v. Lopez, 514 U. S. 549, 560 
(1995). I adhere to my view that “the very notion of a 
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‘substantial effects’ test under the Commerce Clause is 
inconsistent with the original understanding of Congress’ 
powers and with this Court’s early Commerce Clause 
cases.” United States v. Morrison, 529 U. S. 598, 627 
(2000) (THOMAS, J., concurring); see also Lopez, supra, at 
584–602 (THOMAS, J., concurring); Gonzales v. Raich, 545 
U. S. 1, 67–69 (2005) (THOMAS, J., dissenting).  As I have 
explained, the Court’s continued use of that test “has 
encouraged the Federal Government to persist in its view 
that the Commerce Clause has virtually no limits.”  Morri-
son, supra, at 627. The Government’s unprecedented
claim in this suit that it may regulate not only economic 
activity but also inactivity that substantially affects inter-
state commerce is a case in point. 
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1 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Syllabus 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS ETAL. v. SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL. 

CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

No. 11- 393. Al·gued March 26, 27, 28, 2012-Decided June 28, 2012* 

In 2010, Congress enacted the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act in order to increase the number of Americans covered by health 
insurance and decrease the cost of health care. One key provision is 
the individual mandate, which requires most Americans to maintain 
"minimum essential" health insurance coverage. 26 U.S. C. §5000A. 
For individuals who are not exempt, and who do not receive health 
insurance through an employer or government program, the means of 
satisfying the requirement is to purchase insurance from a private 
company. Beginning in 2014, those who do not comply with the 
mandate must make a "[s)hared responsibility payment" to the Fed· 
era! Government. §5000A(b)(l ). The Act provides that this "penalty" 
will be paid to the Internal Revenue Service with an individual's tax· 
es, and "shall be assessed and collected in the same manner" as tax 
penalties. §§5000A(c), (g)(l). 

Another key provision of the Act is the Medicaid expansion. The 
current Medicaid program offers federal funding to States to assist 
pregnant women, children, needy families, the blind, the elderly, and 
the disabled in obtaining medical care. 42 U.S. C. §1396d(a). The 
Affordable Care Act expands the scope of the Medicaid program and 
increases the number of individuals the States must cover. For ex· 

*Together with No. 11-398, Depal'tment of Health and Hnman Sel'· 
vices et al. v. Flol'ida et al., and No. 11-400, Florida et al. v. Depal'tment 
of Health and Human Sel'uices et al., also on certiorari to the same 
court. 
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power have been, they uniformly describe the power as reaching "ac· 
tivity." E.g., United States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 549, 560. The individ· 
ual mandate, however, does not regulate existing commercial activi· 
ty. It instead compels individuals to become active in commerce by 
purchasing a product, on the ground that their failure to do so affects 
interstate commerce. 

Construing the Commerce Clause to permit Congress to regulate 
individuals precisely because they are doing nothing would open a 
new and potentially vast domain to congressional authority. Con· 
gress ah·eady possesses expansive power to regulate what people do. 
Upholding the Affordable Care Act under the Commerce Clause 
would give Congress the same license to regulate what people do not 
do. The Framers knew the difference between doing something and 
doing nothing. They gave Congress the power to regulate commerce, 
not to compel it. Ignoring that distinction would undermine the prin· 
ciple that the Federal Government is a government of limited and 
enumerated powers. The individual mandate thus cannot be sus
tained under Congress's power to "regulate Commerce." Pp. 16-27. 

(b) Nor can the individual mandate be sustained under the Nee· 
essary and Proper Clause as an integ1•al part of the Affordable Care 
Act's other reforms. Each of this Court's prior cases upholding laws 
under that Clause involved exercises of authority derivative of, and 
in service to, a granted power. E.g., United States v. Comstock, 560 
U.S._. The individual mandate, by contrast, vests Congress with 
the extraordinary ability to create the necessary predicate to the ex· 
ercise of an enumerated power and draw within its regulatory scope 
those who would otherwise be outside of it. Even if the individual 
mandate is "necessary" to the Affordable Care Act's other reforms, 
such an expansion of federal power is not a "prope1'' means for mak· 
ing those reforms effective. Pp. 27-30. 

3. CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS concluded in Part III- B that the individ· 
ual mandate must be construed as imposing a tax on those who do 
not have health insurance, if such a construction is reasonable. 

The most straightforward reading of the individual mandate is that 
it commands individuals to purchase insurance. But, for the reasons 
explained, the Commerce Clause does not give Cong1·ess that power. 
It is therefore necessary to turn to the Government's altemative ar· 
gument: that the mandate may be upheld as within Cong1·ess's power 
to "lay and collect Taxes." Art. I, §8, cl. 1. In pressing its taxing 
power argument, the Government asks the Court to view the man· 
date as imposing a tax on those who do not buy that product. Be· 
cause "every reasonable construction must be resorted to, in order to 
save a statute from unconstitutionality," Hooper v. Califomia, 155 
U.S. 648, 657, the question is whether it is "fairly possible" to inter· 
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(a) The Spending Clause grants Congress the power "to pay the 
Debts and provide for the ... general Welfare of the United States." 
AJ:t. I, §8, cl. 1. Congress may use tltis power to establish cooperative 
state-federal Spending Clause programs. The legitimacy of Spending 
Clause legislation, however, depends on whether a State voluntarily 
and knowingly accepts the terms of such programs. Pennhurst State 
School and Hospital v. Halderman, 451 U. S. 1, 17. "[T]he Constitu
tion simply does not give Congress the authority to require the States 
to regulate." New York v. United States, 505 U. S. 144, 178. When 
Congt·ess threatens to terminate other grants as a means of pressur
ing the States to accept a Spending Clause progt·am, the legislation 
runs counter to this Nation's system of federalism. Cf. Sottth Dakota 
v. Dole, 483 U.S. 203, 211. Pp. 45-51. 

(b) Section 1396c gives the Secretary of Health and Human Ser
vices the authority to penalize States that choose not to participate in 
the Medicaid expansion by taking away their existing Medicaid fund
ing. 42 U.S. C. §1396c. The threatened loss of over 10 percent of a 
State's overall budget is economic dragooning that leaves the States 
with no real option but to acquiesce in the Medicaid expansion. The 
Government claims that the expansion is properly viewed as only a 
modification of the existing program, and that tltis modification is 
permissible because Congt·ess reserved the "right to alter, amend, or 
repeal any p1·ovision" of Medicaid. §1304. But the expansion accom
plishes a shift in kind, not merely degt·ee. The original program was 
designed to cover medical services fo1· particular categories of vulner
able individuals. Unde1· the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid is trans
formed into a program to meet the health care needs of the entire 
noneldel'ly population with income below 133 percent of the poverty 
level. A State could hardly anticipate that Congress's reservation of 
the right to "alter" or "amend" the Medicaid program included the 
power to transform it so dramatically. The Medicaid expansion thus 
violates the Constitution by threatening States with the loss of their 
existing Medicaid funding if they decline to comply with the expan
sion. Pp. 51-55. 

(c) The constitutional violation is fully remedied by precluding 
the Secretary from applying §1396c to withdraw existing Medicaid 
funds for failure to comply with the requirements set out in the ex
pansion. See §1303. The other provisions of the Affordable Care Act 
are not affected. Congress would have wanted the rest of the Act to 
stand, had it known that States would have a genuine choice whether 
to participate in the Medicaid expansion. Pp. 55-58. 

6. JUSTICE GINSBURG, joined by JUSTICE SOTQ;>.IAYOR, is of the view 
that the Spending Clause does not preclude the Secretary from with
holding Medicaid funds based on a State's refusal to comply with the 
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I 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Nos, 11-393, 11-398 and 11-400 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

11-393 v. 
KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF HEALTH 

AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, ET AL., PETITIONERS 

11-398 

11-400 

v. 
FLORIDA ET AL. 

FLORIDA, ET AL., PETITIONERS 
v. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUlviAN SERVICES ET AL. 

ON WRITS OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

[June 28, 2012] 

CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS announced the judgment of the 
Court and delivered the opinion of the Court with 1·espect 
to Parts I, II, and III-C, an opinion with respect to Part 
IV, in which JUSTICE BREYER and JUSTICE KAGAN join, 
and an opinion with respect to Parts III-A, III-B, and 
III-D. 

Today we resolve constitutional challenges to two provi· 
sions of the Patient Protection and Mfordable Care Act of 
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Government "can exercise only the powers granted to it." 
McCulloch, supra, at 405. 

Today, the restrictions on government powet· foremost in 
many Americans' minds are likely to be affirmative pro
hibitions, such as contained in the Bill of Rights. These 
affirmative prohibitions come into play, however, only where 
the Government possesses authority to act in the first 
place. If no enumerated power authorizes Congress to 
pass a certain law, that law may not be enacted, even if it 
would not violate any of the express prohibitions in the 
Bill of Rights or elsewhere in the Constitution. 

Indeed, the Constitution did not initially include a Bill 
of Rights at least partly because the Framers felt the enu
meration of powers sufficed to restrain the Government. 
As Alexander Hamilton put it, "the Constitution is itself, 
in every rational sense, and to every useful purpose, 
A BILL OF RIGHTS." The Federalist No. 84, p. 515 (C. Ros
siter ed. 1961). And when the Bill of Rights was ratified, 
it made express what the enumeration of powers neces
sarily implied: "The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution ... are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people." U. S. Canst., Arndt. 10. 
The Federal Government has expanded dramatically over 
the past two centuries, but it still must show that a consti
tutional grant of power authorizes each of its actions. See, 
e.g., Un£ted States v. Comstocll, 560 U.S._ (2010). 

The same does not apply to the States, because the Con
stitution is not the source of their power. The Consti
tution may restrict state governments-as it does, for 
example, by forbidding them to deny any person the equal 
protection of the laws. But where such prohibitions do 
not apply, state governments do not need constitutional au
thorization to act. The States thus can and do perform 
many of the vita l functions of modern government
'})unishing street crime, running public schools, and zoning 
property for development, to name but a few-even though 
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affect interstate commerce can be expansive. That power 
has been held to authorize federal regulation of such seem
ingly local matters as a fa1·mer's decision to grow wheat 
for himself and his livestock, and a loan shark's extor
tionate collections from a neighborhood butcher shop. 
See Wiclwrd v. Filbum, 317 U.S. 111 (1942); Perez v. 
United States, 402 U.S. 146 (1971). 

Congress may also "lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the 
common Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States." U.S. Canst., Art. I, §8, cl. 1. Put simply, Con
gress may tax and spend. This grant gives the Federal 
Government considerable influence even in areas where 
it cannot directly regulate. The Federal Government may 
enact a tax on an activity that it cannot authorize, forbid, 
or otherwise control. See, e.g., License Tax Cases, 5 Wall. 
462, 4 71 (1867). And in exercising its spending power, 
Congress may offer funds to the States, and may condition 
those offers on compliance with specified conditions. See, 
e.g., College Savings Bank v. Florida Prepaid Postsecond
ary Ed. Expense Bd., 527 U.S. 666, 686 (1999). These 
offers may well induce the States to adopt policies that 
the Federal Government itself could not impose. See, e.g., 
South Dalwta v. Dole, 483 U.S. 203, 205-206 (1987) (con
ditioning federal highway funds on States raising their 
drinking age to 21). 

The reach of the Federal Government's enumerated 
powers is broader still because the Constitution authorizes 
Congress to "make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the f01·egoing Powers." 
Art. I, §8, cl. 18. We have long read this provision to give 
Congress great latitude in exercising its powers: "Let the 
end be legitimate, let it be within the scope of the constitu
tion, and all means which are appropriate, which are 
plainly adapted to that end, which a1·e not prohibited, but 
consist with the letter and spirit of the constitution, are 
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I 
In 2010, Congress enacted the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act, 124 Stat. 119. The Act aims to in
crease the number of Americans covered by health in
surance and decrease the cost of health care. The Act's 10 
titles stretch over 900 pages and contain hundreds of 
provisions. This case concerns constitutional challenges to 
two key provisions, commonly referred to as the individual 
mandate and the Medicaid expansion. 

The individual mandate requires most Americans to 
maintain "minimum essential" health insurance coverage. 
26 U. S. C. §5000A. The mandate does not apply to some 
individuals, such as prisoners and undocumented aliens. 
§5000A(d). Many individuals will receive the required cov
erage through their employer, or from a government pro
gram such as Medicaid or Medicare. See §5000A(f). But 
for individuals who are not exempt and do not receive 
health insurance through a third party, the means of 
satisfying the requirement is to purchase insurance from a 
private company. 

Beginning in 2014, those who do not comply with the 
mandate must make a "[s]hared responsibility payment" 
to the Federal Government. §5000A(b)(1). That payment, 
which the Act describes as a "penalty," is calculated as a 
percentage of household income, subject to a floor based on 
a specified dollar amount and a ceiling based on the aver
age annual premium the individual would have to pay for 
qualifying private health insurance. §5000A(c). In 2016, 
for example, the penalty will be 2.5 percent of an individ
ual's household income, but no less than $695 and no more 
than the average yearly premium for insurance that co
vers 60 percent of the cost of 10 specified services (e.g., 
prescription drugs and hospitalization). Ibid.; 42 U. S. C. 
§ 18022. The Act provides that the penalty will be paid to 
the Internal Revenue Service with an individual's taxes, 
and "shall be assessed and collected in the same manner" 
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engage in commerce, and the Government's efforts to cast 
the individual mandate in a different light were unpersua
sive. Judge Marcus dissented, reasoning that the individ
ual mandate regulates economic activity that has a clear 
effect on interstate comme1·ce. 

Having held the individual mandate to be unconstitu
tional, the majority examined whether that provision 
could be severed from the remainder of the Act. The ma
jority determined that, contrary to the District Court's 
view, it could. The court thus struck down only the indi· 
vidual mandate, leaving the Act's other provisions intact. 
648 F. 3d, at 1328. 

Other Courts of Appeals have also heard challenges to 
the individual mandate. The Sixth Ci1·cuit and the D. C. 
Circuit upheld the mandate as a valid exercise of Con
gress's commerce power. See Thomas More Law Center v. 
Obama, 651 F. 3d 529 (CA6 2011); Seven-Sky v. Holder, 
661 F. 3d 1 (CADC 2011). The Fourth Circuit determined 
that the Anti-Injunction Act prevents courts from consid
ering the merits of that question. See Liberty Univ., Inc. 
v. Geithner, 671 F. 3d 391 (2011). That statute bars suits 
"for the purpose of restraining the assessment or collection 
of any tax." 26 U.S. C. §7421(a). A majority of the Fourth 
Circuit panel reasoned that the individual mandate's 
penalty is a tax within the meaning of the Anti-Injunction 
Act, because it is a financial assessment collected by the 
IRS through the normal means of taxation. The majority 
therefore determined that the plaintiffs could not chal
lenge the individual mandate until after they paid the 
penalty.' 

1The Eleventh Circuit did not conside1· whether the Anti-Injunction 
Act bars challenges to the individual mandate. The District Court had 
determined that it did not, and neither side challenged that holding on 
appeal. The same was true in the Fourth Ch·cuit, but that court 
examined the question sua sponte because it viewed the Anti-Injunction 
Act as a limit on its subject matter jurisdiction. See Liberty Uniu., 671 
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powers. The Court of Appeals unanimously held that the 
Medicaid expansion is a valid exercise of Congress's power 
under the Spending Clause. U.S. Canst., Art. I, §8, cl. 1. 
And the court rejected the States' claim that the threat
ened loss of all federal Medicaid funding violates the 
Tenth Amendment by coercing them into complying with 
the Medicaid expansion. 648 F. 3d, at 1264, 1268. 

We granted certiorari to review the judgment of the 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit with respect to 
both the individual mandate and the Medicaid expansion. 
565 U.S._ (2011). Because no pa1·ty supports the Elev
enth Circuit's holding that the individual mandate can 
be completely severed fi-om the remainder of the Affordable 
Care Act, we appointed an amicus curiae to defend that 
aspect of the judgment below. And because there is a 
reasonable a1·gument that the Anti-Injunction Act de
prives us of jurisdiction to hear challenges to the individ
ual mandate, but no party supports that proposition, we 
appointed an amicus curiae to advance it. 2 

II 
Before turning to the merits, we need to be sure we have 

the authority to do so. The Anti-Injunction Act provides 
that "no suit for the purpose of restraining the assessment 
or collection of any tax shall be maintained in any court 
by any person, whether or not such person is the per
son against whom such tax was assessed." 26 U.S. C. 
§7421(a). This statute protects the Govemment's ability 
to collect a consistent stream of revenue, by barring litiga
tion to enjoin or othe1·wise obstruct the collection of taxes. 
Because of the Anti-Injunction Act, taxes can ordina1·ily be 

2We appointed H. Bartow Farr III to brief and argue in supp01't of the 
Eleventh Circuit's judgment with 1'espect to severability, and Robert A. 
Long to brief and argue the pl'Oposition that the Anti-Injunction Act 
bars the current challenges to the individual mandate. 565 U. S. _ 
(2011). Both amici have ably discharged their assigned responsibilities. 
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ishment a "tax." See Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co., 259 
U.S. 20, 36-37 (1922); Department of Revenue of Mont. v. 
Kurth Ranch, 511 U.S. 767, 779 (1994). 

The Anti-Injunction Act and the Mfordable Care Act, 
however, are creatures of Congress's own creation. How 
they relate to each other is up to Congress, and the best 
evidence of Congress's intent is the statutory text. We 
have thus applied the Anti-Injunction Act to statutorily 
described "taxes" even where that label was inaccurate. 
See Bailey v. George, 259 U.S. 16 (1922) (Anti-Injunction 
Act applies to "Child Labor Tax" struck down as exceeding 
Congress's taxing power in Drexel Furniture). 

Congress can, of course, describe something as a penalty 
but direct that it nonetheless be b·eated as a tax for pur
poses of the Anti-Injunction Act. For example, 26 U. S. C. 
§6671(a) provides that "any reference in this title to 'tax' 
imposed by this title shall be deemed also to refer to the 
penalties and liabilities provided by" subchapter 68B of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Penalties in subchapter 68B 
are thus treated as taxes under Title 26, which includes 
the Anti-Injunction Act. The individual mandate, how
ever, is not in subchapter 68B of the Code. Nor does any 
other provision state that references to taxes in Title 26 
shall also be "deemed" to apply to the individual mandate . 

Amicus attempts to show that Congress did render the 
Anti-Injunction Act applicable to the individual mandate, 
albeit by a more circuitous route. Section 5000A(g)(1) spec
ifies that the penalty for not complying with the man
date "shall be assessed and collected in the same manner 
as an assessable penalty under subchapter B of chapter 
68." Assessable penalties in subchapter 68B, in turn, 
"shall be assessed and collected in the same manner as 
taxes." §6671(a). According to amicus, by dil.'ecting that 
the penalty be "assessed and collected in the same man
ner as taxes," §5000A(g)(1) made the Anti-Injunction Act 
applicable to this penalty. 
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§§860(h)(l), 6324A(a), 6601(e)(l)-(2), 6602, 7122(b). There 
would, for example, be no need for §6671(a) to deem "tax" 
to refer to certain assessable penalties if the Code al
ready included all such penalties in the term "tax." In
deed, anticus's earlier observation that the Code requires 
assessable penalties to be assessed and collected "in the 
same manner as taxes" makes little sense if assessable 
penalties are themselves taxes. In light of the Code's 
consistent distinction between the terms "tax" and "as
sessable penalty," we must accept the Government's in
terpretation: §6201(a) instructs the Secretary that his 
autho1·ity to assess taxes includes the authority to assess 
penalties, but it does not equate assessable penalties to 
taxes for other purposes. 

The Mfordable Care Act does not require that the pen
alty for failing to comply with the individual mandate be 
treated as a tax for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act. 
The Anti-Injunction Act therefore does not apply to this 
suit, and we may proceed to the merits. 

III 
The Government advances two theories for the proposi

tion that Congress had constitutional authority to enact 
the individual mandate. First, the Government argues 
that Congress had the power to enact the mandate under 
the Commerce Clause. Under that theory, Congress may 
order individuals to buy health insurance because the 
failure to do so affects interstate commerce, and could un
dercut the Mfordable Care Act's other reforms. Second, 
the Government argues that if the commerce power does 
not support the mandate, we should nonetheless uphold it 
as an exercise of Congress's power to tax. According to the 
Government, even if Congress lacks the power to direct 
individuals to buy insurance, the only effect of the indi
vidual mandate is to raise taxes on those who do not do so, 
and thus the law may be upheld as a tax. 
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The reforms also threaten to impose massive new costs on 
insurers, who are required to accept unhealthy individuals 
but prohibited from charging them rates necessary to pay 
for their coverage. This will lead insurers to significantly 
increase premiums on everyone. See Brief fo1· America's 
Health Insurance Plans et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11-
393 etc. 8-9. 

The individual mandate was Congress's solution to 
these problems. By requiring that individuals purchase 
health insurance, the mandate prevents cost·shifting by 
those who would otherwise go without it. In addition, the 
mandate forces into the insurance risk pool more healthy 
individuals, whose premiums on average will be higher 
than their health care expenses. This allows insurers to 
subsidize the costs of covering the unhealthy individuals 
the 1·eforms requh·e them to accept. The Government 
claims that Congress has power under the Commerce and 
Necessary and Proper Clauses to enact this solution. 

1 

The Government contends that the individual mandate 
is within Congress's power because the failure to pur· 
chase insurance "has a substantial and deleterious effect 
on interstate commerce" by creating the cost·shifting prob· 
lem. Brief for United States 34. The path of our Com· 
merce Clause decisions has not always run smooth, see 
United States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 549, 552-559 (1995), but 
it is now well established that Congress has broad author· 
ity under the Clause. We have recognized, for example, 
that "[t]he power of Congress over interstate commerce is 
not confined to the regulation of commerce among the 
states," but extends to activities that "have a substantial 
effect on interstate commerce." United States v. Darby, 
312 U.S. 100, 118-119 (1941). Congress's power, more· 
over, is not limited to regulation of an activity that by itself 
substantially affects inte1·state commerce, but also extends 
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to "raise and support Armies" and to "provide and main
tain a Navy," in addition to the power to "make Rules 
for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval 
Fo1·ces." Id., cis. 12-14. If the power to regulate the 
armed forces or the value of money included the power to 
bring the subject of the regulation into existence, the 
specific grant of such powers would have been unneces
sary. The language of the Constitution reflects the natu
ral understanding that the power to regulate assumes 
there is already something to be regulated. See Gibbons, 9 
Wheat., at 188 ("[T]he enlightened patriots who framed 
our constitution, and the people who adopted it, must be 
understood to have employed words in their natural sense, 
and to have intended what they have said").' 

Our precedent also reflects this understanding. As 
expansive as our cases constl·uing the scope of the com
merce power have been, they all have one thing in com
mon: They uniformly describe the power as reaching 
"activity." It is nearly impossible to avoid the word when 
quoting them. See, e.g., Lopez, supra, at 560 ("Where 
economic activity substantially affects interstate com
merce, legislation regulating that activity will be sus-

4JUSTICE GINSBURG suggests that "at the time the Constitution was 
framed, to 'regulate' meant, among other things, to require action." 
Post, at 23 (citing Seuen-Sky v. Holder, 661 F. 3d 1, 16 (CADC 2011); 
brackets and some internal quotation marks omitted). But to reach 
this conclusion, the case cited by JUSTICE GINSBURG relied on a diction
ary in which "[t]o o1·der; to command" was the fifth-alternative defini
tion of ~'to direct," which was itself the second-alternative definition of 
"to regulate." See Seuen-Sky, supra, at 16 (citing S. Johnson, Diction
ary of the English Language (4th ed. 1773) (reprinted 1978)). It is 
unlikely that the Framers had such an obscure meaning in mind when 
they used the word "1·egulate." Far more commonly, "[t]o regulate" 
meant "[t]o adjust by rule or method," which p1·esupposes something to 
adjust. 2 Johnson, supm, at 1619; see also Gibbons, 9 Wheat., at 196 
(defining the commerce power as the power "to prescribe the t•ule by 
which commet·ce is to be gove1·ned'). 

39061



Cite as: 567 U.S._ (2012) 21 

Opinion of ROBERTS, C. J. 

decide not to do something; in others they simply fail to 
do it. Allowing Congress to justify federal regulation by 
pointing to the effect of inaction on commerce would bring 
countless decisions an individual could potentially make 
within the scope of federal 1·egulation, and-under the 
Government's theory-empower Congress to make those 
decisions for him. 

Applying the Government's logic to the familiar case of 
Wichw·d v. Filburn shows how fa1' that logic would carry 
us from the notion of a government of limited powers. In 
Wiciwrd, the Court famously upheld a federal penalty im· 
posed on a farmer for growing wheat for consumption 
on his own farm. 317 U. 8., at 114-115, 128-129. That 
amount of wheat caused the farmer to exceed his quota 
under a program designed to suppo1·t the price of wheat by 
limiting supply. The Court rejected the farmer's argument 
that growing wheat for home consumption was beyond the 
reach of the commerce power. It did so on the ground that 
the farmer's decision to grow wheat for his own use al· 
lowed him to avoid purchasing wheat in the market. That 
decision, when considered in the aggregate along with sim· 
ilar decisions of others, would have had a substantial ef· 
feet on the interstate market for wheat. I d., at 127-129. 

Wic/wrd has long been rega1·ded as "perhaps the most 
far reaching example of Commerce Clause authority over 
intrastate activity," Lopez, 514 U. 8., at 560, but the Gov· 
ernment's theory in this case would go much further. 
Under Wic/wrd it is within Congress's power to regulate 
the market for wheat by supporting its price. But p1·ice 
can be supported by increasing demand as well as by 
decreasing supply. The aggregated decisions of some 
consumers not to purchase wheat have a substantial effect 
on the price of wheat, just as decisions not to purchase 
health insurance have on the price of insurance. Congress 
can therefore command that those not buying wheat do so, 
just as it argues here that it may command that those not 
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with their behaviors; most of the expense is borne by the 
rest of society in the form of higher insurance premiums, 
government expenditures for health care, and disability 
benefits"). Congress addressed the insurance problem by 
ordering everyone to buy insurance. Under the Gov
ernment's theory, Congress could address the diet problem 
by ordering everyone to buy vegetables. See Dietary 
Guidelines, supra, at 19 ("Improved nutrition, appropriate 
eating behaviors, and increased physical activity have tre
mendous potential to . .. reduce health care costs"). 

People, for reasons of their own, often fail to do things 
that would be good for them or good for society. Those 
failures-joined with the similar failures of others-can 
readily have a substantial effect on interstate commerce. 
Under the Government's logic, that authorizes Congress to 
use its commerce power to compel citizens to act as the 
Government would have them act. 

That is not the country the Framers of our Constitution 
envisioned. James Madison explained that the Commerce 
Clause was "an addition which few oppose and from which 
no apprehensions are entertained." The Federalist No. 45, 
at 293. While Congress's authority under the Commerce 
Clause has of course expanded with the growth of the 
national economy, om· cases have "always recognized that 
the power to regulate commerce, though broad indeed, has 
limits." Maryland v. Wirtz, 392 U. S. 183, 196 (1968) . The 
Government's theory would erode those limits, permitting 
Congress to reach beyond the natural extent of its author
ity, "everywhere extending the sphere of its activity and 
drawing all power into its impetuous vortex." The Feder
alist No. 48, at 309 (J. Madison). Congress already enjoys 
vast power to regulate much of what we do. Accepting 
the Government's theory would give Congress the same 
license to regulate what we do not do, fundamentally 
changing the relation between the citizen and the Federal 
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The Government, however, claims that this does not 
matter. The Government regards it as sufficient to trigger 
Congress's authority that almost all those who are unin· 
sured will, at some unknown point in the future, engage 
in a health ca1·e transaction. Asserting that "[t]here is no 
temporal limitation in the Commerce Clause," the Gov
ernment argues that because "[e]veryone subject to this 
regulation is in or will be in the health care market," they 
can be "1•egulated in advance." Tr. of Oral Arg. 109 (lYlar. 
27, 2012). 

The proposition that Congress may dictate the conduct 
of an individual today because of prophesied future ac· 
tivity finds no support in our precedent. We have said that 
Congress can anticipate the effects on commerce of an eco· 
nomic activity. See, e.g., Consolidated Edison Co. v. NLRB, 
305 U. S. 197 (1938) (regulating the labor practices of 
utility companies); Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v. United 
States, 379 U.S. 241 (1964) (prohibiting discrimination by 
hotel ope1·ators); Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U.S. 294 
(1964) (prohibiting discrimination by restaurant owners). 
But we have never permitted Congress to anticipate that 
activity itself in order to regulate individuals not currently 
engaged in commerce. Each one of our cases, including 
those cited by JUSTICE GINSBURG, post, at 20-21, involved 
preexisting economic activity. See, e.g., Wic/wrd, 317 
U.S., at 127-129 (producing wheat); Raich, supra, at 25 
(growing marijuana). 

Everyone will likely participate in the markets for food, 
clothing, transportation, shelter, or energy; that does not 
authorize Congress to direct them to purchase particular 
products in those or other markets today. The Commerce 
Clause is not a general license to regulate an individual 
from cradle to grave, simply because he will predictably 
engage in particular transactions. Any police power to 
regulate individuals as such, as opposed to their activities, 
remains vested in the States. 
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The Government m·gues that the individual mandate 
can be sustained as a sort of exception to this rule, because 
health insurance is a unique product. According to the 
Government, upholding the individual mandate would 
not justifY mandatory purchases of items such as cars or 
broccoli because, as the Gove1·nment puts it, "[h]ealth in· 
surance is not purchased fo1• its own sake like a car or 
broccoli; it is a means of financing health-care consump· 
tion and covering universal risks." Reply Brief for United 
States 19. But cars and bl'Dccoli are no more purchased 
fm· their "own sake" than health insurance. They are 
purchased to cover the need for transportation and food. 

The Government says that health insUl'ance and health 
care financing are "inherently integrated." Brief for United 
States 41. But that does not mean the compelled purchase 
of the first is properly regarded as a regulation of the 
second. No matter how "inherently integl'ated" health 
insurance and health care consumption may be, they are 
not the same thing: They involve different transactions, 
entered into at diffe1·ent times, with diffe1·ent providers. 
And for most of those targeted by the mandate, significant 
health care needs will be years, or even decades, away. 
The proximity and degree of connection between the 
mandate and the subsequent commercial activity is too lack· 
ing to justifY an exception of the sort urged by the Gov· 
exnment. The individual mandate forces individuals 
into commerce precisely because they elected to refrain 
from commercial activity. Such a law cannot be sus· 
tained under a clause authorizing Congress to "regulate 
Commerce." 

2 

The Government next contends that Congress has the 
power under the Necessary and Proper Clause to enact the 
individual mandate because the mandate is an "integral 
part of a comprehensive scheme of economic regulation"-
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the words of The Federalist, 'merely acts of usurpation' 
which 'deserve to be treated as such."' Printz v. United 
States, 521 U.S. 898, 924 (1997) (alterations omitted) 
(quoting The Federalist No. 33, at 204 (A. Hamilton)); see 
also New York, 505 U. 8., at 177; Comstoch, supm, at_ 
(slip op., at 5) (KENNEDY, J., concurring in judgment) ("It 
is of fundamental importance to consider whethe1· essen
tial attributes of state sovereignty are compromised by the 
assertion of federal power under the Necessary and Proper 
Clause ... "). 

Applying these principles, the individual mandate can
not be sustained under the Necessary and Proper Clause 
as an essential component of the insurance reforms. Each 
of our prior cases upholding laws under that Clause in· 
volved exercises of authority derivative of, and in service 
to, a granted power. For example, we have upheld provi· 
sions permitting continued confinement of those already 
in federal custody when they could not be safely released, 
Comstoch, supra, at _ (slip op., at 1-2); cdminaliz· 
ing bribes involving organizations receiving federal funds, 
Sabri v. United States, 541 U.S. 600, 602, 605 (2004); and 
tolling state statutes of limitations while cases are pend
ing in federal court, Jinks v. Richland County, 538 
U. S. 456, 459, 462 (2003). The individual mandate, by con
trast, vests Congress with the extra01·dinary ability to 
create the necessary predicate to the exercise of an enu
merated power. 

This is in no way an authority that is "narrow in scope," 
Comstoch, supra, at _ (slip op., at 20), or "incidental" to 
the exercise of the commerce power, McCulloch, supra, at 
418. Rather, such a conception of the Necessary and 
Proper Clause would woi·k a substantial expansion of 
federal authority. No longe1· would Congress be limited to 
regulating under the Commerce Clause those who by some 
preexisting activity bring themselves within the sphere of 
federal regulation. Instead, Congress could reach beyond 
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B 

That is not the end of the matter. Because the Com
merce Clause does not support the individual mandate, it 
is necessary to turn to the Government's second argument: 
that the mandate may be upheld as within Congress's 
enumerated power to "lay and collect Taxes." Art. I, §8, 
cl. 1. 

The Government's tax power argument asks us to view 
the statute differently than we did in considering its com
mel·ce power theory. In making its Commerce Clause 
m·gument, the Government defended the mandate as a 
regulation requiring individuals to purchase health in
surance. The Government does not claim that the taxing 
power allows Congress to issue such a command. Instead, 
the Government asks us to read the mandate not as order
ing individuals to buy insUl'ance, but rather as imposing a 
tax on those who do not buy that p1·oduct. 

The text of a statute can sometimes have more than one 
possible meaning. To take a familiar example, a law that 
reads "no vehicles in the park" might, or might not, ban 
bicycles in the park. And it is well established that if 
a statute has two possible meanings, one of which violates 
the Constitution, courts should adopt the meaning that 
does not do so. Justice Story said that 180 years ago: "No 
court ought, unless the terms of an act rendered it una
voidable, to give a construction to it which should involve 
a violation, howeve1· unintentional, of the constitution." 
Parsons v. Bedford, 3 Pet. 433, 448-449 (1830). Justice 
Holmes made the same point a century later: "[T]he rule is 
settled that as between two possible inte1•pretations of a 
statute, by one of which it would be unconstitutional and 
by the other valid, our plain duty is to adopt that which 
will save the Act." Blodgett v. Holden, 275 U.S. 142, 148 
(1927) (concurring opinion). 

The most straightforward reading of the mandate is 
that it commands individuals to purchase insurance. 
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c 
The exaction the Affordable Care Act imposes on those 

without health insurance looks like a tax in many re· 
spects. The "[s]hared responsibility payment," as the 
statute entitles it, is paid into the Treasury by "tax
payer[s]" when they file their tax returns. 26 U.S. C. 
§5000A(b). It does not apply to individuals who do not 
pay fedeml income taxes because their household income 
is less than the filing threshold in the Internal Revenue 
Code. §5000A(e)(2). For taxpaye1·s who do owe the pay
ment, its amount is determined by such familiar factors as 
taxable income, number of dependents, and joint filing 
status. §§5000A(b)(3), (c)(2), (c)(4). The requirement to 
pay is found in the Internal Revenue Code and enfo1·ced by 
the IRS, which-as we previously explained-must assess 
and collect it "in the same manne1· as taxes." Supra, at 
13-14. This process yields the essential feature of any tax: 
it produces at least some revenue for the Government. 
United States v. Kahriger, 345 U.S. 22, 28, n. 4 (1953). 
Indeed, the payment is expected to raise about $4 billion 
per year by 2017. Congressional Budget Office, Payments 
of Penalties for Being Uninsured Under the Patient Pro· 
tection and Affordable Care Act (Apr. 30, 2010), in Selected 
CBO Publications Related to Health Care Legislation, 
2009-2010, p. 71 (rev. 2010). 

It is of course true that the Act describes the payment as 
a "penalty," not a "tax." But while that label is fatal to the 
application of the Anti-Injunction Act, supra, at 12-13, it 
does not determine whether the payment may be viewed 
as an exercise of Congress's taxing power. It is up to Con
gress whether to apply the Anti-Injunction Act to any 
particular statute, so it makes sense to be guided by Con
gress's choice of label on that question. That choice does 
not, however, control whether an exaction is within Con
gress's constitutional power to tax. 

Our precedent reflects this: In 1922, we decided two 
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... does not alter their essential character as taxes").? 
Our cases confirm this functional approach. For ex

ample, in Drexel Furniture, we focused on three practical 
characteristics of the so-called tax on employing child 
laborers that convinced us the "tax" was actually a pen
alty. First, the tax imposed an exceedingly heavy bur
den-IO percent of a company's net income-on those who 
employed children, no matter how small their infraction. 
Second, it imposed that exaction only on those who know
ingly employed undemge lab01·ers. Such sciente1· require
ments are typical of punitive statutes, because Congress 
often wishes to punish only those who intentionally break 
the law. Third, this "tax" was enforced in part by the 
Depal'tment of Labor, an agency responsible for pun
ishing violations oflabor laws, not collecting revenue. 259 
U. S., at 36--37; see also, e.g., Kurth Ranch, 511 U. S., at 
780-782 (considering, inter alia, the amount of the exac
tion, and the fact that it was imposed for violation of a 
separate criminal law); Constantine, supra, at 295 (same). 

The same analysis he1·e suggests that the shared re
sponsibility payment may for constitutional purposes be 
considered a tax, not a penalty: First, for most Americans 
the amount due will be far less than the price of insur
ance, and, by statute, it can never be more.s It may often 

7 Sotelo, in particular, would seem to refute the joint dissent's conten
tion that we have "never" treated an exaction as a tax if it was denomi
nated a penalty. Post, at 20. We are not persuaded by the dissent's 
attempt to distinguish Sotelo as a statutory construction case from the 
bankruptcy context. Post, at 17, n. 5. The dissent itself treats the 
question here as one of statutory inte1-pretation, and indeed also relies 
on a statutory interpretation case from the bankruptcy context. Post, 
at 23 (citing United States v. Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, 
Inc., 518 U.S. 213, 224 (1996)). 

8Jn 2016, for example, individuals making $35,000 a year are ex
pected to owe the IRS about $60 for any month in which they do not 
have health insurance. Someone with an annual income of $100,000 a 
year would likely owe about $200. The price of a qualifying insurance 
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not just to raise more money, but to encourage people to 
quit smoking. And we have upheld such obviously regula
tory measures as taxes on selling marijuana and sawed-off 
shotguns. See United States v. Sanchez, 340 U. S. 42, 44-
45 (1950); Sonzinslly v. United States, 300 U. S. 506, 513 
(1937). Indeed, "[e]very tax is in some measure regula
tory. To some extent it interposes an economic impediment 
to the activity taxed as compared with others not taxed." 
Sonzinshy, supra, at 513. That §5000A seeks to shape 
decisions about whether to buy health insurance does not 
mean that it cannot be a valid exercise of the taxing 
power. 

In distinguishing penalties from taxes, this Court has 
explained that "if the concept of penalty means anything, 
it means punishment for an unlawful act or omission." 
United States v. Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, 
Inc., 518 U.S. 213, 224 (1996); see also United States v. La 
Franca, 282 U.S. 568, 572 (1931) ("[A] penalty, as the 
wm·d is here used, is an exaction imposed by statute as 
punishment for an unlawful act"). While the individual 
mandate clearly aims to induce the pmchase of health 
insurance, it need not be read to declare that failing to do 
so is unlawful. Neither the Act nor any other law attaches 
negative legal consequences to not buying health insur
ance, beyond requiring a payment to the IRS. The Gov
ernment agrees with that reading, confirming that if 
someone chooses to pay rather than obtain health insu1·· 
ance, they have fully complied with the law. Brief for 
United States 60-61; Tr. of Oral Arg. 49-50 (Mar. 26, 
2012). 

Indeed, it is estimated that four million people each yem· 
will choose to pay the IRS rather than buy insurance. See 
Congressional Budget Office, supra, at 71. We would 
expect Congress to be troubled by that prospect if such 
conduct were unlawful. That Congress apparently regards 
such extensive failure to comply with the mandate as 
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The joint dissenters argue that we cannot uphold 
§5000A as a tax because Congress did not "frame" it as 
such. Post, at 17. In effect, they contend that even if 
the Constitution permits Congress to do exactly what we 
interpret this statute to do, the law must be stl·uck down 
because Congress used the wrong labels. An example may 
help illustrate why labels should not control here. Sup
pose Congress enacted a statute providing that every 
taxpayer who owns a house without energy efficient win
dows must pay $50 to the IRS. The amount due is adjusted 
based on factors such as taxable income and joint filing 
status, and is paid along with the taxpayer's income tax 
return. Those whose income is below the filing threshold 
need not pay. The required payment is not called a "tax," 
a "penalty," or anything else. No one would doubt that 
this law imposed a tax, and was within Congress's power 
to tax. That conclusion should not change simply because 
Congress used the word "penalty" to describe the pay
ment. Interpreting such a law to be a tax would hardly 
"[i]mpos[e] a tax through judicial legislation." Post, at 25. 
Rather, it would give practical effect to the Legislature's 
enactment. 

Our precedent demonstrates that Congress had the 
power to impose the exaction in §5000A under the taxing 
power, and that §5000A need not be read to do more than 
impose a tax. That is sufficient to sustain it. The "ques
tion of the constitutionality of action taken by Congress 
does not depend on recitals of the power which it under
takes to exercise." Woods v. Cloyd W. Miller Co., 333 U.S. 

language was implemented through operative provisions that also use 
the words on which the dissent relies. See 42 U.S. C. §2021e(e)(1) 
(entitled "Requirements for non-sited compact regions and non-member 
States" and directing that those entities ushall comply with the follow
ing requirements"); §2021e(e)(2) (describing "Penalties for failure to 
comply''). The Court upheld those provisions not as lawful commands, 
but as "incentives." See 505 U.S., at 152-153, 171-173. 
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and taxes on real estate." Springer, supra, at 602. In 
1895, we expanded our interpretation to include taxes on 
personal property and income from personal property, in 
the course of striking down aspects of the federal income 
tax. Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust Co., 158 U.S. 601, 
618 (1895). That result was overturned by the Sixteenth 
Amendment, although we continued to consider taxes on 
personal property to be direct taxes. See Eisner v. Macom
ber, 252 U.S. 189, 218-219 (1920). 

A tax on going without health insurance does not fall 
within any 1·ecognized category of direct tax. It is not a 
capitation. Capitations are taxes paid by every person, 
"without regard to prope1·ty, profession, or any other cir
cumstance." Hylton, supra, at 175 (opinion of Chase, J.) 
(emphasis altered). The whole point of the shared respon
sibility payment is that it is triggered by specific ch·
cumstances-earning a certain amount of income but not 
obtaining health insurance. The payment is also plainly 
not a tax on the ownership of land or personal property. 
The shared responsibility payment is thus not a direct tax 
that must be apportioned among the several States. 

There may, however, be a more fundamental objection 
to a tax on those who lack health insurance. Even if only 
a tax, the payment under §5000A(b) remains a burden 
that the Federal Government imposes for an omission, not 
an act. If it is troubling to interpret the Commerce Clause 
as authorizing Congress to regulate those who abstain 
fmm commerce, perhaps it should be similarly troubling to 
pe1·mit Congress to impose a tax for not doing something. 

Three considerations allay this concern. First, and most 
importantly, it is abundantly clear the Constitution does 
not guarantee that individuals may avoid taxation thmugh 
inactivity. A capitation, after all, is a tax that every
one must pay simply for existing, and capitations are 
expressly contemplated by the Constitution. The Court 
today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal 
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Ranch, 511 U. 8., at 779 (quoting Drexel Fumiture, supra, 
at 38). 

We have ah·eady explained that the shared responsibil· 
ity payment's practical characteristics pass muster as a 
tax under our narrowest interpretations of the taxing 
power. Supm, at 35-36. Because the tax at hand is 
within even those strict limits, we need not here decide the 
precise point at which an exaction becomes so punitive 
that the taxing power does not authorize it. It remains 
true, however, that the '"power to tax is not the power to 
destroy while this Court sits."' Oklahoma Tax Comm 'n v. 
Texas Co., 336 U. 8. 342, 364 (1949) (quoting Panhandle 
Oil Co. v. Mississippi ex rel. Knox, 277 U. 8. 218, 223 
(1928) (Holmes, J., dissenting)). 

Third, although the breadth of Congress's power to tax 
is greater than its power to regulate commerce, the taxing 
power does not give Congress the same degree of control 
over individual behavior. Once we recognize that Con· 
gress may regulate a particular decision under the Com· 
merce Clause, the Federal Government can bring its full 
weight to bear. Congress may simply command individ· 
uals to do as it directs. An individual who disobeys may 
be subjected to criminal sanctions. Those sanctions can 
include not only fines and imprisonment, but all the at· 
tendant consequences of being branded a criminal: dep1·i· 
vation of otherwise protected civil rights, such as the right 
to bear arms or vote in elections; loss of employment op· 
portunities; social stigma; and severe disabilities in other 
controversies, such as custody or immigration disputes. 

By contrast, Congress's authority under the taxing 
power is limited to requiring an individual to pay money 
into the Federal Treasury, no more. If a tax is properly 
paid, the Government has no power to compel or punish 
individuals subject to it. We do not make light of the se· 
vere burden that taxation-especially taxation motivated 
by a regulatory purpose-can impose. But imposition 
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the1·efore constitutional, because it can reasonably be read 
as a tax. 

IV 
A 

The States also contend that the Medicaid expanswn 
exceeds Congress's authority under the Spending Clause. 
They claim that Congress is coercing the States to adopt 
the changes it wants by threatening to withhold all of a 
State's Medicaid grants, unless the State accepts the new 
expanded funding and complies with the conditions that 
come with it. This, they argue, violates the basic p1·inciple 
that the "Federal Government may not compel the States 
to enact or administer a federal regulatory program." New 
Yorh, 505 U.S., at 188. 

There is no doubt that the Act dramatically inc1·eases 
state obligations unde1' Medicaid. The current Medicaid 
program requires States to cover only certain discrete 
categories of needy individuals-pregnant women, chil
dren, needy families, the blind, the elderly, and the dis
abled. 42 U. S. C. §1396a(a)(10). There is no mandatory 
coverage for most childless adults, and the States typically 
do not offer any such coverage. The States also enjoy 
considerable flexibility with respect to the coverage levels 
for parents of needy families. §1396a(a)(10)(A)(ii). On 
average States cover only those unemployed parents who 
make less than 37 percent of the federal poverty level, and 
only those employed parents who make less than 63 per· 
cent of the poverty line. Kaise1· Comm'n on Medicaid and 
the Uninsured, Performing Under Pressure 11, and fig. 11 
(2012). 

The Medicaid provisions of the Affordable Care Act, in 
contrast, l'equire States to expand their Medicaid pro
grams by 2014 to cover all individuals under the age of 65 
with incomes below 133 percent of the federal poverty line. 
§ 1396a(a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII). The Act also establishes a new 
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legitimacy of Congress's exercise of the spending power 
"thus 1·ests on whether the State voluntarily and knowingly 
accepts the terms of the 'contract."' Pennhurst, supra, 
at 17. Respecting this limitation is critical to ensuring 
that Spending Clause legislation does not undermine the 
status of the States as independent sovereigns in our fed
eral system. That system "rests on what might at first 
seem a counterintuitive insight, that 'freedom is enhanced 
by the creation of two governments, not one."' Bond, 564 
U. S., at _ (slip op., at 8) (quoting Alden v. Maine, 527 
U.S. 706, 758 (1999)). Fo1· this reason, "the Constitution 
has never been understood to confer upon Congress the 
ability to require the States to govern according to Con
gress' instructions." New Yorh, supra, at 162. Otherwise 
the two-government system established by the Framers 
would give way to a system that vests power in one central 
government, and individual liberty would suffer. 

That insight has led this Court to strike down fed
eml legislation that commandeers a State's legislative or 
administrative apparatus for federal purposes. See, e.g., 
Printz, 521 U.S., at 933 (stl·iking down federal legisla
tion compelling state law enforcement officers to perform 
federally mandated background checks on handgun pur
chasers); New Yorh, supra, at 174-175 (invalidating provi
sions of an Act that would compel a State to either take 
title to nuclea1· waste or enact particular state waste 
regulations). It has also led us to scrutinize Spending 
Clause legislation to ensure that Congress is not using 
financial inducements to exert a "power akin to undue 
influence." Steward Machine Co. v. Davis, 301 U.S. 548, 
590 (1937). Congress may use its spending power to cre
ate incentives for States to act in accm·dance with federal 
policies. But when "pressure turns into compulsion," ibid., 
the legislation runs contrary to our system of federalism. 
"[T]he Constitution simply does not give Congress the 
authority to require the States to regulate." New ¥01·/,, 
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use in providing national unemployment services. Con· 
gress was willing to direct businesses to instead pay the 
money into state programs only on the condition that the 
money be used for the same purposes. Predicating tax 
abatement on a State's adoption of a particular type of un
employment legislation was the1·efore a means to "safe· 
guard [the Federal Government's] own treasury." Id., at 
591. We held that "[i]n such circumstances, if in no oth
ers, inducement or persuasion does not go beyond the 
bounds of power." Ibid. 

In rejecting the argument that the federal law was a 
"weapon[] of coercion, destroying or impairing the au ton· 
amy of the states," the Court noted that there was no 
reason to suppose that the State in that case acted other 
than through "her unfettered will." ld., at 586, 590. 
Indeed, the State itself did "not offer a suggestion that in 
passing the unemployment law she was affected by du
ress." I d., at 589. 

As our decision in Steward Machine confirms, Congress 
may attach appropriate conditions to federal taxing and 
spending pl"Ograms to preserve its control ove1· the use of 
federal funds. In the typical case we look to the States to 
defend their prerogatives by adopting "the simple expedi· 
ent of not yielding" to federal blandishments when they 
do not want to embrace the federal policies as their own. 
Massachusetts v. Mellon, 262 U.S. 447, 482 (1923). The 
States are separate and independent sovereigns. Some· 
times they have to act like it. 

The States, however, argue that the Medicaid expansion 
is far from the typical case. They object that Congress has 
"crossed the line distinguishing encouragement from 
coercion," New Yorh, supra, at 175, in the way it has struc
tured the funding: Instead of simply refusing to grant the 
new funds to States that will not accept the new condi· 
tions, Congress has also threatened to withhold those 
States' existing Medicaid funds. The States claim that 
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course as to a suitable minimum drinking age is 5%" of 
her highway funds. Ibid. In fact, the federal funds at 
stake constituted less than half of one percent of South 
Dakota's budget at the time. See Nat. Assn. of State 
Budget Officers, The State Expenditure Repm·t 59 (1987); 
South Dalwta v. Dole, 791 F. 2d 628, 630 (CAS 1986). In 
consequence, "we conclude[d] that [the] encouragement 
to state action [was] a valid use of the spending power." 
Dole, 483 U.S., at 212. Whether to accept the drinking 
age change "remain[ed] the prerogative of the States not 
merely in theory but in fact." I d., at 211-212. 

In this case, the financial "inducement" Cong1·ess has 
chosen is much more than "relatively mild encourage
ment"-it is a gun to the head. Section 1396c of the Medi
caid Act provides that if a State's Medicaid plan does 
not comply with the Act's requirements, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services may declare that "further 
payments will not be made to the State." 42 U.S. C. 
§1396c. A State that opts out of the Mfordable Care Act's 
expansion in health care coverage thus stands to lose not 
merely "a relatively small percentage" of its existing Medi
caid funding, but all of it. Dole, supra, at 211. Medicaid 
spending accounts for over 20 pe1•cent of the average 
State's total budget, with federal funds covering 50 to 83 
percent of those costs. See Nat. Assn. of State Budget 
Officers, Fiscal Year 2010 State Expenditure Report, p. 11, 
Table 5 (2011); 42 U.S. C. §1396d(b). The Federal Gov
ernment estimates that it will pay out approximately $3.3 
trillion between 2010 and 2019 in order to cover the costs 
of pre-expansion Medicaid. Brief for United States 10, 
n. 6. In addition, the States have developed intricate 
statutory and administrative regimes over the course of 
many decades to implement their objectives under existing 
Medicaid. It is easy to see how the Dole Court could con
clude that the threatened loss of less than half of one 
percent of South Dakota's budget left that State with a 
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Here, the Government claims that the Medicaid expan
sion is propel"ly viewed merely as a modification of the ex
isting program because the States agreed that Congress 
could change the terms of Medicaid when they signed on 
in the first place. The Government observes that the 
Social Security Act, which includes the original Medicaid 
provisions, contains a clause expressly reserving "[t]he 
right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision" of that 
statute. 42 U.S. C. §1304. So it does. But "if Congress 
intends to impose a condition on the grant of federal mon
eys, it must do so unambiguously." Pennhurst, 451 U.S., 
at 17. A State confronted with statutory language reserv
ing the right to "alter" or "amend" the pertinent provisions 
of the Social Security Act might reasonably assume that 
Congress was entitled to make adjustments to the Medi
caid program as it developed. Congress has in fact done 
so, sometimes conditioning only the new funding, other 
times both old and new. See, e.g., Social Security Amend
ments of 1972, 86 Stat. 1381-1382, 1465 (extending Med
icaid eligibility, but partly conditioning only the new 
funding); Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, 
§4601, 104 Stat. 1388-166 (extending eligibility, and 
conditioning old and new funds). 

The Medicaid expansion, however, accomplishes a shift 
in kind, not merely degree. The original program was de
signed to cover medical services for four particular cat
egories of the needy: the disabled, the blind, the elderly, 
and needy families with dependent children. See 42 
U.S. C. §1396a(a)(lO). Previous amendments to Medicaid 
eligibility merely altered and expanded the boundaries of 
these categories. Under the Mfm-dable Care Act, Medicaid 
is transformed into a program to meet the health care 
needs of the entire noneldel"ly population with income 
below 133 percent of the poverty level. It is no longer a 
program to ca1·e for the neediest among us, but rather an 
element of a comprehensive national plan to provide uni-
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no different fi·om the previous changes to Medicaid, such 
that "a State would be hard put to complain that it lacked 
fair notice." Post, at 56. But the prior change she dis
cusses-pl·esumably the most dramatic alteration she could 
find-does not come close to working the transformation 
the expansion accomplishes. She highlights an amend
ment requiring States to cover pregnant women and in
creasing the number of eligible children. Ibid. But this 
modification can hardly be described as a major change in 
a program that-from its inception-provided health care 
for "families with dependent children." Previous Medicaid 
amendments simply do not fall into the same category as 
the one at stake here. 

The Court in Stewm·d Machine did not attempt to "fix 
the oute1·most line" where persuasion gives way to coer
cion. 301 U.S., at 591. The Court found it "[e]nough for 
present pu1-poses that wherever the line may be, this 
statute is within it." Ibid. We have no need to fix a line 
either. It is enough for today that wherever that line may 
be, this statute is sm·ely beyond it. Congress may not 
simply "conscript state [agencies] into the national bu
reaucratic army," FERC v. Mississippi, 456 U.S. 742, 775 
(1982) (O'Connor, J., concurring in judgment in part and 
dissenting in part), and that is what it is attempting to do 
with the Medicaid expansion. 

B 

Nothing in our opinion precludes Congress from offering 
funds under the Mfordable Care Act to expand the availa
bility of health care, and requiring that States accepting 
such funds comply with the conditions on their use. What 
Congress is not free to do is to penalize States that choose 
not to participate in that new program by taking away 
their existing Medicaid funding. Section 1396c gives the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services the authority to 
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that question, "[w]e seek to determine what Congress 
would have intended in light of the Court's constitutional 
holding." United States v. Booller, 543 U.S. 220, 246 
(2005) (internal quotation marks omitted). Our "touch
stone for any decision about remedy is legislative intent, 
for a court cannot use its remedial powers to circum· 
vent the intent of the legislature." Ayotte v. Planned 
Parenthood of Northern New Eng., 546 U.S. 320, 330 
(2006) (internal quotation marks omitted). The question 
here is w hethe1· Congress would have wanted the rest of 
the Act to stand, had it known that States would have a 
genuine choice whether to participate in the new Medicaid 
expansion. Unless it is "evident" that the answer is no, we 
must leave the 1·est of the Act intact. Champlin Refining 
Co. v. Co1poration Comm'n of 0/da., 286 U.S. 210, 234 
(1932). 

We are confident that Congress would have wanted to 
preserve the rest of the Act. It is fair to say that Congress 
assumed that every State would participate in the Medi
caid expansion, given that States had no real choice but to 
do so. The States contend that Congress enacted the rest 
of the Act with such full participation in mind; they point 
out that Congress made Medicaid a means for satisfying 
the mandate, 26 U.S. C. §5000A(f)(l)(A)(ii), and enacted 
no other plan fm· providing coverage to many low-income 
individuals. According to the States, this means that the 
entire Act must fall. 

We disagree. The Comt today limits the financial pres
sure the Secretary may apply to induce States to accept 
the terms of the Medicaid expansion. As a practical mat
ter, that means States may now choose to reject the ex
pansion; that is the whole point. But that does not mean 
all or even any will. Some States may indeed decline to 
participate, either because they are unsure they will be 
able to afford their share of the new funding obligations, 
or because they are unwilling to commit the administra-
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They must either accept a basic change in the nature of 
Medicaid, or risk losing all Medicaid funding. The remedy 
for that constitutional violation is to preclude the Federal 
Government from imposing such a sanction. That remedy 
does not require striking down other portions of the Af· 
fordable Care Act. 

The Framers created a Federal Government of limited 
powers, and assigned to this CoUl't the duty of enforcing 
those limits. The Court does so today. But the Court does 
not express any opinion on the wisdom of the Mfordable 
Care Act. Under the Constitution, that judgment is re· 
served to the people. 

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit is affirmed in part and reversed in part. 

It is so ordered. 
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tively, that the Comme1·ce Clause authorizes Congress to 
enact the minimum coverage provision. I would also hold 
that the Spending Clause permits the Medicaid expansion 
exactly as Congress enacted it. 

I 

The provision of health care is today a concern of na
tiona! dimension, just as the pmvision of old-age and 
survivors' benefits was in the 1930's. In the Social Secu
rity Act, Congress installed a federal system to provide 
monthly benefits to retired wage earners and, eventually, 
to their survivors. Beyond question, Congress could have 
adopted a similar scheme for health care. Congress chose, 
instead, to preserve a central role for private insurers and 
state governments. According to THE CHIEF JUSTICE, the 
Commerce Clause does not permit that preservation. This 
rigid reading of the Clause makes scant sense and is 
stunningly retrogressive. 

Since 1937, our precedent has recognized Congress' 
large authority to set the Nation's course in the economic 
and social welfare realm. See United States v. Darby, 312 
U. S. 100, 115 (1941) (overruling Hammer v. Dagenhart, 
247 U.S. 251 (1918), and recognizing that "regulations of 
commerce which do not infringe some constitutional prohibi
tion are within the plenary power conferred on Congress 
by the Commerce Clause"); NLRB v. Jones & Laughlin 
Steel C01p., 301 U.S. 1, 37 (1937) ("[The comme1·ce] 
power is plenary and may be exerted to protect interstate 
commerce no matte1· what the source of the dangers which 
threaten it." (internal quotation marks omitted)). THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE's crabbed reading of the Commerce Clause 
harks back to the era in which the Court routinely thwarted 
Congress' efforts to regulate the national economy in 
the interest of those who labor to sustain it. See, e.g., 
Railroad Retirement Bd. v. Alton R. Co., 295 U. S. 330, 
362, 368 (1935) (invalidating compulsory retirement and 
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Expenditure Data, National Health Expenditures: Se· 
lected Calendar Years 1960-2010 (Table 1). Over a life· 
time, costs mount to hundreds of thousands of dollars. See 
Alemayahu & Warner, The Lifetime Distribution of 
Health Care Costs, in 39 Health Service Research 627, 635 
(June 2004). When a person requires nonroutine care, the 
cost will generally exceed what he or she can afford to pay. 
A single hospital stay, for instance, typically costs up
wards of $10,000. See Dept. of Health and Human Ser· 
vices, Office of Health Policy, ASPE Research Brief: The 
Value of Health Insurance 5 (May 2011). Treatments for 
many serious, though not uncommon, conditions similarly 
cost a substantial sum. Brief for Economic Scholars as 
Amici Curiae in No. 11-398, p. 10 (citing a study indicat· 
ing that, in 1998, the cost of treating a heart attack for the 
first 90 days exceeded $20,000, while the annual cost of 
treating certain cancers was more than $50,000). 

Although every U. S. domiciliary will incur significant 
medical expenses during his or her lifetime, the time when 
care will be needed is often unpredictable. An accident, a 
heart attack, or a cancer diagnosis commonly occurs with· 
out warning. Inescapably, we are all at peril of needing 
medical care without a moment's notice. See, e.g., Camp· 
bell, Down the Insurance Rabbit Hole, N.Y. Times, Apr. 5, 
2012, p. A23 (telling of an uninsured 32-year-old woman 
who, healthy one day, became a quadriplegic the next due 
to an auto accident). 

To manage the risks associated with medical care
its high cost, its unpredictability, and its inevitability
most people in the United States obtain health insurance. 
Many (approximately 170 million in 2009) a1·e insured by 
private insurance companies. Others, including those 
over 65 and certain poor and disabled persons, rely on 
government-funded insurance programs, notably Medicare 
and Medicaid. Combined, private health insurers and 
State and Federal Governments finance almost 85% of the 
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Ann. §§311.022(a) and (b) (West 2010); American Medical 
Association, Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs, 
Code of Medical Ethics, Cur1·ent Opinions: Opinion 8.11-
Neglect of Patient, p. 70 (1998-1999 ed.). 

As a consequence, medical-care providers delive1· sig· 
nificant amounts of ca1·e to the uninsured for which the 
providers receive no payment. In 2008, for example, hospi· 
tals, physicians, and other health-care professionals 
received no compensation for $43 billion worth of the $116 
billion in care they administered to those without insur· 
ance. 42 U.S. C. §18091(2)(F) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). 

Health-care provide1·s do not absorb these bad debts. 
Instead, they raise their prices, passing along the cost 
of uncompensated care to those who do pay l'eliably: the 
government and private insurance companies. In response, 
private insurers increase their premiums, shifting the 
cost of the elevated bills from providers onto those who 
carry insurance. The net result: Those with health insu1·· 
ance subsidize the medical care of those without it. As 
economists would describe what happens, the uninsured 
"free ride" on tho'se who pay for health insm·ance. 

The size of this subsidy is considerable. Congress found 
that the cost-shifting just described "increases family 
[insurance] premiums by on average over $1,000 a year." 
Ibid. Higher p1·emiums, in turn, render health insurance 
less affordable, forcing more people to go without insur
ance and leading to further cost-shifting. 

And it is hardly just the cUl'rently sick or injured among 
the uninsured who prompt elevation of the price of health 
care and health insurance. Insurance companies and 
health-care providers know that some percentage of 
healthy, uninsured people will suffer sickness or injury 
each year and will receive medical care despite their ina· 
bility to pay. In anticipation of this uncompensated care, 
health-care companies raise their prices, and insurers 
their premiums. In other words, because any uninsured 
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Curiae in No. 11-398, p. 15 (noting that, in 2009, Massa
chusetts' emergency rooms served thousands of uninsured, 
out-of-state residents). An influx of unhealthy individuals 
into a State with unive1·sal health care would result in 
increased spending on medical services. To cover the 
increased costs, a State would have to mise taxes, and 
private health-insurance companies would have to in
crease premiums. Highe1· taxes and increased insurance 
costs would, in turn, encourage businesses and healthy 
individuals to leave the State. 

States that undertake health-care reforms on their own 
thus 1·isk "placing themselves in a position of economic 
disadvantage as compared with neighbors or competitors." 
Davis, 301 U.S., at 644. See also Brief for Health Care for 
All, Inc., et al. as Amici Curiae in No. 11-398, p. 4 ("[O]ut
of-state residents continue to seek and receive millions of 
dollars in uncompensated care in Massachusetts hospitals, 
limiting the State's efforts to improve its health ca1·e 
system through the elimination of uncompensated care."). 
Facing that risk, individual States are unlikely to take the 
initiative in addressing the problem of the uninsured, even 
though solving that problem is in all States' best interests. 
Congress' intervention was needed to overcome this collective
action impasse. 

D 
Aware that a national solution was required, Congress 

could have taken over the health-insurance market by 
establishing a tax-and-spend federal program like Social 
Security. Such a program, commonly referred to as a 
single-payer system (where the sole payer is the Federal 
Government), would have left little, if any, room for pri
vate enterprise or the States. Instead of going this route, 
Congress enacted the ACA, a solution that retains a ro
bust role for private insurers and state governments. To 
make its chosen approach work, however, Congress had to 
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ical conditions cost insurance companies significantly more 
than those without such conditions, insurers routinely re
fused to insure these individuals, charged them substan
tially higher premiums, or offered only limited covemge 
that did not include the preexisting illness. See Dept. of 
Health and Human Services, Coverage Denied: How the 
Current Health Insurance System Leaves Millions Behind 
1 (2009) (Over the past three years, 12.6 million non
elderly adults were denied insurance coverage or charged 
higher premiums due to a preexisting condition.). 

To ensure that individuals with medical histories have 
access to affordable insurance, Congress devised a three
part solution. First, Congress imposed a "guaranteed is
sue" requirement, which bars insurers from denying 
coverage to any person on account of that person's medical 
condition or history. See 42 U.S. C. §§300gg-1, 300gg-3, 
300gg-4(a) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). Second, Congress required 
insurers to use "community rating" to price their insurance 
policies. See §300gg. Community rating, in effect, bars 
insumnce companies from charging higher premiums 
to those with preexisting conditions. 

But these two provisions, Congress comprehended, could 
not work effectively unless individuals were given a pow
erful incentive to obtain insurance. See Hearings before 
the House Ways and Means Committee, 111th Cong., 1st 
Sess., 10, 13 (2009) (statement of Uwe Reinhardt) ("[I]m
position of community-rated premiums and guaranteed 
issue on a market of competing private health insurers 
will inexorably drive that market into extinction, unless 
these two features are coupled with ... a mandate on 
individual[s] to be insured." (emphasis in original)). 

In the 1990's, several States-including New York, New 
Je1·sey, Washington, Kentucky, Maine, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont-enacted guaranteed-issue and community
rating laws without requiring universal acquisition of 
insurance coverage. The results were disastrous. "All 
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selection problem. By requiring most residents to obtain 
insurance, see Mass. Gen. Laws, ch. 111M, §2 (West 2011), 
the Commonwealth ensured that insurers would not be 
left with only the sick as customers. As a result, federal 
lawmakers observed, Massachusetts succeeded whe1·e 
other States had failed. See Brief for Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as Amicus Curiae in No. 11-398, p. 3 (not
ing that the Commonwealth's reforms reduced the number 
of uninsured residents to less than 2%, the lowest rate in 
the Nation, and cut the amount of uncompensated care 
by a third); 42 U.S. C. §18091(2)(D) (2006 ed., Supp. IV) 
(noting the success of Massachusetts' reforms).2 In cou
pling the minimum coverage provision with guaranteed· 
issue and community-rating p1·escriptions, Congress 
followed Massachusetts' lead. 

* * * 
In sum, Congress passed the minimum coverage provi

sion as a key component of the ACA to address an econom · 
ic and social problem that has plagued the Nation for 
decades: the large number of U.S. residents who are 
unable or unwilling to obtain health insurance. Whatever 
one thinks of the policy decision Congress made, it was 
Congress' prerogative to make it. Reviewed with appro· 
priate deference, the minimum coverage provision, allied 
to the guaranteed-issue and community-rating prescrip· 
tions, should survive measurement under the Commerce 
and Necessary and Proper Clauses. 

II 
A 

The Commerce Clause, it is widely acknowledged, "was 
the Framers' response to the central problem that gave 

2 Despite its success, Massachusetts' medical-care pl'Oviders still ad· 
minister substantial amounts of uncompensated care, much of that to 
uninsured patients from out-of-state. See supra, at 7-8. 
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(M. Farrand rev. 1966). See also North American Co. v. 
SEC, 327 U.S. 686, 705 (1946) ("[The commerce power] 
is an affirmative powe1· commensurate with the national 
needs."). 

The Framers understood that the "general Interests of 
the Union" would change over time, in ways they could not 
anticipate. Accordingly, they recognized that the Consti
tution was of necessity a "great outlin[e]," not a detailed 
blueprint, see McCulloch v. Maryland, 4 Wheat. 316, 407 
(1819), and that its provisions included broad concepts, to 
be "explained by the context or by the facts of the case," 
Letter from James Madison toN. P. Trist (Dec. 1831), in 9 
Writings of James Madison 471, 475 (G. Hunted. 1910). 
"Nothing ... can be more fallacious," Alexander Hamilton 
emphasized, "than to infer the extent of any power, proper 
to be lodged in the national government, from ... its 
immediate necessities. There ought to be a CAPACITY to 
p1·ovide for future contingencies[,] as they may happen; 
and as these are illimitable in their nature, it is impossible 
safely to limit that capacity." The Federalist No. 34, 
pp. 205, 206 (John Harvard Library ed. 2009). See also 
McCulloch, 4 Wheat., at 415 (The Necessary and Proper 
Clause is lodged "in a constitution[,] intended to endure 
for ages to come, and consequently, to be adapted to the 
various crises of human affairs."). 

B 

Consistent with the Fmmers' intent, we have repeatedly 
emphasized that Congress' authority under the Commerce 
Clause is dependent upon "practical" considerations, 
including "actual experience." Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp., 301 U.S., at 41-42; see Wiclwrd v. Filburn, 317 
U.S. 111, 122 (1942); United States v. Lopez, 514 U. S. 
549, 573 (1995) (KENNEDY, J., concurring) (emphasizing 
"the Court's definitive commitment to the practical con· 
ception of the comme1·ce power"). See also North American 
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the asserted ends." Id., at 323-324. See also Raich, 545 
U. S., at 22; Lopez, 514 U.S., at 557; Hodel v. Virginia 
Swface Mining & Reclamation Assn., Inc., 452 U.S. 264, 
277 (1981); Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U.S. 294, 303 
(1964); Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v. United States, 379 
U. S. 241, 258 (1964); United States v. Camlene Products 
Co., 304 U. S. 144, 152-153 (1938). In answering these 
questions, we presume the statute under review is consti
tutional and may strike it down only on a "plain showing" 
that Congress acted irrationally. United States v. Morri
son, 529 U.S. 598, 607 (2000). 

c 
Straightforward application of these principles would 

require the Court to hold that the minimum coverage 
provision is proper Commerce Clause legislation. Beyond 
dispute, Congress had a rational basis for concluding that 
the uninsured, as a class, substantially affect interstate 
commerce. Those without insurance consume billions of 
dollars of health-care products and services each year. See 
supra, at 5. Those goods are produced, sold, and delivered 
largely by national and 1•egional companies who routinely 
transact business across state lines. The uninsured also 
cross state lines to receive care. Some have medical emer
gencies while away from home. Others, when sick, go to a 
neighboring State that provides better care for those who 
have not prepaid for care. See supra, at 7-8. 

Not only do those without insurance consume a large 
amount of health care each year; critically, as earlier 
explained, their inability to pay for a significant portion of 
that consumption drives up market pl"ices, foists costs on 
other consumers, and reduces market efficiency and sta
bility. See supra, at 5-7. Given these far-reaching effects 
on interstate commerce, the decision to forgo insurance is 
hardly inconsequential or equivalent to "doing nothing," 
ante, at 20; it is, instead, an economic decision Congress 
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the protection of commerce, ou1· investigation is at an end." 
Katzenbach, 379 U. S., at 303-304. Congress' enactment 
of the minimum coverage provision, which addresses a 
specific interstate problem in a practical, experience
informed manner, easily meets this criterion. 

D 
Rather than evaluating the constitutionality of the 

minimum coverage provision in the manne1· established by 
our precedents, THE CHIEF JUSTICE relies on a newly 
minted constitutional doctrine. The commerce power does 
not, THE CHIEF JUSTICE announces, permit Congress 
to "compe[l] individuals to become active in commerce 
by purchasing a product." Ante, at 20 (emphasis deleted). 

1 
a 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE's novel constraint on Congress' 
commerce power gains no force from our precedent and for 
that reason alone wanants disapprobation. See infra, at 
23-27. But even assuming, for the moment, that Congress 
lacks authority under the Commerce Clause to "compel 
individuals not engaged in commerce to purchase an 
unwanted product," ante, at 18, such a limitation would be 
inapplicable here. Everyone will, at some point, consume 
health-care products and se1·vices. See supra, at 3. Thus, 
if THE CHIEF JUSTICE is correct that an insurance· 
purchase requirement can be applied only to those who 
"actively" consume health care, the minimum coverage 
provision fits the bill. 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE does not dispute that all U. S. resi
dents participate in the market for health se1·vices over 
the course of their lives. See ante, at 16 ("Eve1·yone will 
eventually need health ca1·e at a time and to an extent 
they cannot predict."). But, THE CHIEF JUSTICE insists, 
the uninsured cannot be considered active in the market 
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Second, it is Congress' role, not the Court's, to delineate 
the boundaries of the market the Legislature seeks to 
regulate. THE CHIEF JUSTICE defines the health-care mar
ket as including only those transactions that will occur 
either in the next instant or within some (unspecified) 
proximity to the next instant. But Congress could reason
ably have viewed the market from a long-term perspective, 
encompassing all transactions virtually certain to occur 
over the next decade, see supra, at 19, not just those oc
cul'l'ing here and now. 

Third, contrary to THE CHIEF JUSTICE's contention, our 
precedent does indeed support "[t]he proposition that 
Congress may dictate the conduct of an individual today 
because of prophesied future activity." Ante, at 26. In 
Wichm·d, the Court upheld a penalty the Federal Govern
ment imposed on a farme1· who grew more wheat than he 
was permitted to grow under the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1938 (AAA). 317 U.S., at 114-115. He could not 
be penalized, the farmer argued, as he was growing the 
wheat for home consumption, not for sale on the open 
market. Id., at 119. The Court rejected this argument. 
Id., at 127-129. Wheat intended for home consumption, 
the Court noted, "overhangs the market, and if induced by 
rising prices, tends to flow into the market and check price 
increases [intended by the AAA]." I d., at 128. 

Similar reasoning supp01·ted the Court's judgment in 
Raich, which upheld Congress' authority to regulate mari
juana grown for personal use. 545 U.S., at 19. Home
grown marijuana substantially affects the interstate mar
ket for marijuana, we observed, for "the high demand in 
the interstate market will [likely] d1·aw such marijuana 
into that market." Ibid. 

Our decisions thus acknowledge Congress' authority, 
under the Comme1·ce Clause, to direct the conduct of an 
individual today (the farmer in Wichard, stopped from 
growing excess wheat; the plaintiff in Raich, ordered to 
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wanted product," ante, at 18, or "suite of products," post, at 
11, n. 2 (joint opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, and 
ALITO, JJ.). If unwanted today, medical service secured by 
insurance may be desperately needed tomorrow. Vi1·tually 
everyone, I l'eiterate, consumes health care at some point 
in his or her life. See sztpm, at 3. Health insurance is a 
means of paying for this care, nothing more. In requiring 
individuals to obtain insurance, Congress is therefore not 
mandating the purchase of a discrete, unwanted product. 
Rather, Congress is merely defining the terms on which 
individuals pay for an interstate good they consume: 
Persons subject to the mandate must now pay for medical 
care in advance (instead of at the point of service) and 
through insurance (instead of out of pocket). Establishing 
payment terms for goods in or affecting interstate com· 
merce is quintessential economic regulation well within 
Congress' domain. See, e.g., United States v. Wrightwood 
Dairy Co., 315 U. S. 110, 118 (1942). Cf. post, at 13 (joint 
opinion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOJVIAS, and ALITO, JJ.) 
(recognizing that "the Federal Government can prescribe 
[a commodity's] quality ... and even [its price]"). 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE also calls the minimum covemge 
provision an illegitimate effort to make young, healthy 
individuals subsidize insurance premiums paid by the less 
hale and hardy. See ante, at 17, 25-26. This complaint, 
too, is spurious. Under the CUl'l'ent health-care system, 
healthy persons who lack insurance receive a benefit for 
which they do not pay: They are assured that, if they need 
it, emergency medical care will be available, although they 
cannot afford it. See sztpm, at 5-6. Those who have in· 
surance bear the cost of this guarantee. See ibid. By 
requiring the healthy uninsured to obtain insurance Ol' 
pay a penalty structured as a tax, the minimum coverage 
provision ends the fi·ee ride these individuals cul'l'ently 
enjoy. 

In the fullness of time, moreover, today's young and 
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understanding that the power to regulate assumes there is 
already something to be 1·egulated." Ante, at 19. 

This argument is difficult to fathom. Requiring individ
uals to obtain insurance unquestionably regulates the inter
state health-insurance and health-care mm·kets, both of 
them in existence well befm·e the enactment of the A CA. 
See Wickard, 317 U. S., at 128 ("The stimulation of com
merce is a use of the regulatory function quite as definitely 
as prohibitions or restrictions thereon."). Thus, the "some
thing to be regulated" was surely there when Congress 
created the minimum coverage provision.6 

Nor does our case law toe the activity versus inactiv
ity line. In Wickard, for example, we upheld the penalty 
imposed on a farmer who grew too much wheat, even 
though the regulation had the effect of compelling farmers 
to purchase wheat in the open market. Id., at 127-129. 
"[F]orcing some farme1·s into the market to buy what they 
could provide for themselves" was, the Court held, a valid 
means of regulating commerce. Id., at 128-129. In an
other context, this Court similarly upheld Congress' author
ity under the comme1·ce power to compel an "inactive" land
holder to submit to an unwanted sale. See Monongahela 
Nav. Co. v. United States, 148 U.S. 312, 335-337 (1893) 
("[U]pon the [great] power to regulate commerce[,]" Con
gress has the authority to mandate the sale of real prop
erty to the Government, where the sale is essential to the 
improvement of a navigable waterway (emphasis added)); 
Cherokee Nation v. Southem Kansas R. Co., 135 U. S. 641, 

6TfiE CHIEF JUSTICE's reliance on the quoted passages of the Consti
tution, see ante, at 18-19, is also dubious on other grounds. The power 
to "regulate the Value" of the national cun·ency presumably includes 
the power to increase the currency's worth-i.e., to create value where 
none previously existed. And if the power to "[r]egulat[e] ... the land 
and naval Forces" presupposes "there is already [in existence] some
thing to be 1·egulated," i.e., an Al·my and a Navy, does Congress lack 
authority to create an Air Force? 
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the actual effects of the activity in question upon inter
state commerce." 317 U.S., at 120. See also Morrison, 
529 U.S., at 641-644 (Souter, J., dissenting) (recounting 
the Court's "nearly disastrous experiment" with formalis
tic limits on Congress' commerce power). Failing to learn 
from this history, THE CHIEF JUSTICE plows ahead with 
his formalistic distinction between those who a1·e "active 
in commerce," ante, at 20, and those who are not. 

It is not hard to show the difficulty courts (and Con
gress) would encounter in distinguishing statutes that reg
ulate "activity" f1·om those that regulate "inactivity." As 
Judge Easterbrook noted, "it is possible to restate most 
actions as corresponding inactions with the same effect." 
Archie v. Racine, 847 F. 2d 1211, 1213 (CA7 1988) (en 
bane). Take this case as an example. An individual who 
opts not to purchase insurance from a private insure1· can 
be seen as actively selecting another form of insurance: 
self-insurance. See Thomas More Law Center·, 651 F. 3d, 
at 561 (Sutton, J., concurring in pa1·t) ("No one is in
active when deciding how to pay for health care, as self
insurance and private insurance are two forms of action 
for addressing the same risk."). The minimum coverage 
provision could therefore be described as regulating activ
ists in the self-insurance market.7 Wiclwrd is another 
example. Did the statute there at issue target activity 
(the growing of too much wheat) or inactivity (the farmer's 
failure to purchase wheat in the marketplace)? If any
thing, the Coul't's analysis suggested the latter. See 317 
U. S., at 127-129. 

At bottom, THE CHIEF JUSTICE's and the joint dissent-

'THE CHIEF JusTICE's characterization of individuals who choose not 
to pm·chase private insurance as "doing nothing," ante, at 20, is simi
lady questionable. A person who self-insures opts against prepayment for 
a p1·oduct the person will in time consume. When aggregated, exercise 
of that option has a substantial impact on the health-care market. See 
supm, at 5-7, 16-17. 
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express a similar apprehension. See post, at 8 (If the 
minimum coverage provision is upheld under the com· 
merce power then "the Commerce Clause becomes a font of 
unlimited power, ... the hideous monster whose devour· 
ing jaws ... spare neither sex nor age, nor high nor low, 
nor sacred nor profane." (internal quotation marks omit
ted)). This concern is unfounded. 

First, THE CHIEF JUSTICE could certainly uphold the 
individual mandate without giving Congress carte blanche 
to enact any and all purchase mandates. As .several times 
noted, the unique attributes of the health-care market 
render everyone active in that market and give rise to a 
significant free-riding problem that does not occur in other 
markets. See supra, at 3-7, 16-18, 21. 

Nor would the commerce power be unbridled, absent 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE's "activity" limitation. Congress would 
remain unable to regulate noneconomic conduct that has 
only an attenuated effect on interstate commerce and is 
traditionally left to state law. See Lopez, 514 U.S., at 
567; Morrison, 529 U. S., at 617-619. In Lopez, for 
example, the Court held that the Federal Government 
lacked power, under the Commerce Clause, to criminalize 
the possession of a gun in a local school zone. Possessing 
a gun near a school, the Court reasoned, "is in no sense 
an economic activity that might, through repetition else
where, substantially affect any sort of interstate com· 
merce." 514 U.S., at 567; ibid. (noting that the Court 
would have "to pile inference upon inference" to conclude 
that gun possession has a substantial effect on comme1·ce). 
Relying on similar logic, the Court concluded in Morrison 
that Congress could not regulate gender-motivated vio· 
lence, which the Court deemed to have too "attenuated 
[an] effect upon interstate commerce." 529 U.S., at 615. 

An individual's decision to self-insure, I have explained, 
is an economic act with the requisite connection to inter· 
state commerce. See supra, at 16-17. Other choices 
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Supplementing these legal restraints is a formidable 
check on congressional power: the democratic process. See 
Raich, 545 U.S., at 33; Wic/wrd, 317 U.S., at 120 (repeat· 
ing Chief Justice Marshall's "warning that effective re· 
straints on [the commerce power's] exercise must proceed 
from political rather than judicial processes" (citing Gib
bons v. Ogden, 9 Wheat. 1, 197 (1824)). As the controversy 
surrounding the passage of the Affordable Care Act at· 
tests, purchase mandates a1·e likely to engender political 
resistance. This prospect is borne out by the behavior of 
state legislators. Despite their possession of unquestioned 
authority to impose mandates, state governments have 
rarely done so. See Hall, Commerce Clause Challenges to 
Health Care Reform, 159 U. Pa. L. Rev. 1825, 1838 (2011). 

When contemplated in its extreme, almost any power 
looks dangerous. The commerce power, hypothetically, 
would enable Congress to prohibit the purchase and home 
production of all meat, fish, and dairy goods, effectively 
compelling Americans to eat only vegetables. Cf. Raich, 
545 U.S., at 9; Wic/wrd, 317 U.S., at 127-129. Yet no one 
would offer the "hypothetical and unreal possibilit[y]," 
Pullman Co. v. Knott, 235 U. S. 23, 26 (1914), of a vegetar
ian state as a credible reason to deny Congress the author· 
ity ever to ban the possession and sale of goods. THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE accepts just such specious logic when he 
cites the broccoli horrible as a reason to deny Congress 
the power to pass the individual mandate. Cf. R. Bork, 
The Tempting of America 169 (1990) ("Judges and lawyers 
live on the slippery slope of analogies; they are not supposed 
to ski it to the bottom."). But see, e.g., post, at 3 (joint opin
ion of SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOi\lAS, and AL!TO, JJ.) (assert
ing, outlandishly, that if the minimum coverage provision 
is sustained, then Congress could make "breathing in and 
out the basis for federal prescription"). 
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to enact laws in effectuation of its [commerce] powe[r] 
that are not within its authority to enact in isolation." 
Raich, 545 U.S., at 39 (SCALIA, J., concurring in judgment). 
Hence, "[a] complex regulatory program ... can survive a 
Commerce Clause challenge without a showing that every 
single facet of the program is independently and directly 
related to a valid congressional goal." Indiana, 452 U.S., 
at 329, n. 17. "It is enough that the challenged provisions 
m·e an integral part of the regulatory program and that 
the regulatory scheme when considered as a whole satis
fies this test." Ibid. (collecting cases). See also Raich, 
545 U. S., at 24-25 (A challenged statutory provision 
fits within Congress' commerce authority if it is an "essen
tial par[t] of a la1·ger regulation of economic activity," 
such that, in the absence of the provision, "the regulatory 
scheme could be undercut." (quoting Lopez, 514 U. S., at 
561)); Raich, 545 U.S., at 37 (SCALIA, J., concurring in 
judgment) ("Congress may regulate even noneconomic 
local activity if that regulation is a necessaq part of 
a more general regulation of interstate commerce. The 
relevant question is simply whether the means chosen are 
'reasonably adapted' to the attainment of a legitimate end 
under the commerce power." (citation omitted)). 

Recall that one of Congress' goals in enacting the Af· 
fordable Care Act was to eliminate the insurance indus
try's practice of charging higher prices or denying coverage 
to individuals with p1·eexisting medical conditions. See 
supra, at 9-10. The commerce power allows Congress to 
ban this practice, a point no one disputes. See United 
States v. South-Eastern Underwriters Assn., 322 U.S. 533, 
545, 552-553 (1944) (Congress may regulate "the methods 
by which interstate insurance companies do business."). 

Congress knew, however, that simply barring insurance 
companies from relying on an applicant's medical history 
would not work in practice. Without the individual man· 
date, Congress learned, guaranteed-issue and community-
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both cases, however, compelled state officials to act on the 
Federal Government's behalf. 521 U.S., at 925-933 (hold· 
ing unconstitutional a statute obligating state law en
forcement officers to implement a federal gun-control law); 
New Yorll, 505 U.S., at 176-177 (striking down a statute 
requiring state legislators to pass regulations pursuant to 
Congress' instructions). "[Fede1·al] laws conscripting state 
officers," the Court reasoned, "violate state sove1·eignty 
and are thus not in accord with the Constitution." Printz, 
521 U. S., at 925, 935; New York, 505 U. S., at 176. 

The minimum coverage provision, in contrast, acts 
"directly upon individuals, without employing the States 
as intermediaries." New Y01·k, 505 U. S., at 164. The 
provision is thus entirely consistent with the Consti
tution's design. See Printz, 521 U.S., at 920 ("[T]he 
Framers explicitly chose a Constitution that confers upon 
Congress the power to regulate individuals, not States." 
(internal quotation marks omitted)). 

Lacking case law support for his holding, THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE nevertheless declares the minimum covemge 
provision not "proper" because it is less "narrow in scope" 
than other laws this Court has upheld under the Neces
sary and Proper Clause. Ante, at 29 (citing United States 
v. Comstoch, 560 U.S. _ (2010); Sabri v. United States, 
541 U.S. 600 (2004); Jinlls v. Richland County, 538 U.S. 
456 (2003)). THE CHIEF JUSTICE's reliance on cases in 
which this Court has affirmed Congress' ''broad authority 
to enact federal legislation" under the Necessaq and 
Proper Clause, Comstoch, 560 U.S., at_ (slip op., at 5), 
is underwhelming. 

Nor does THE CHIEF JUSTICE pause to explain why the 
power to dil·ect either the purchase of health insurance or, 
alternatively, the payment of a penalty collectible as a tax 
is more far-reaching than other implied powers this Com-t 
has found meet under the Necessary and Proper Clause. 
These powe1·s include the power to enact criminal laws, 
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ment plays a lead role in the health -care sector, both as a 
direct payer and as a regulator. 

Second, and perhaps most important, the minimum 
coverage provision, along with other provisions of the 
ACA, addresses the very sort of interstate problem that 
made the commerce power essential in our federal system. 
See supra, at 12-14. The crisis created by the large num
ber of U.S. residents who lack health insurance is one of 
national dimension that States are "separately incompe
tent" to handle. See supra, at 7-8, 13. See also Maryland 
Brief 15-26 (describing "the impediments to effective state 
policymaking that flow from the interconnectedness of 
each state's healthcare economy" and emphasizing that 
"state-level reforms cannot fully address the problems 
associated with uncompensated care"). Far from tram
pling on States' sovereignty, the ACA attempts a federal 
solution for the ve1·y reason that the States, acting sepa
rately, cannot meet the need. Notably, the ACA serves the 
general welfare of the people of the United States while 
retaining a prominent role for the States. See id., at 31-
36 (explaining and illustrating how the ACA affords States 
wide latitude in implementing key elements of the Act's 
reforms). 11 

ll In a separate argument, the joint dissenters contend that the min
imum coverage p1·ovision is not necessary and proper because it was not 
the "only ... way" Congress could have made the guaranteed-issue and 
community-rating reforms work. Post, at 9--10. Congress could also 
have avoided an insurance-market death spiral, the dissenters main
tain, by imposing a surcharge on those who did not previously purchase 
insurance when those individuals eventually enter the health
insurance system. Post, at 10. Or Congress could "den[y] a full income 
tax credit'' to those who do not purchase insurance. Ibid. 

Neither a surcharge on those who purchase insurance no1· the de
nial of a tax credit to those who do not would solve the problem created 
by guaranteed-issue and community-rating requirements. Neither 
would prompt the purchase of insurance before sickness 01· injury 
OCCUlTed. 
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v 
Through Medicaid, Congress has offered the States an 

opportunity to furnish health care to the poor with the aid 
of federal financing. To receive federal Medicaid funds, 
States must provide health benefits to specified categories 
of needy persons, including pregnant women, children, 
parents, and adults with disabilities. Guaranteed eligibil
ity varies by category: for some it is tied to the federal 
·poverty level (incomes up to 100% or 133%); for others it 
depends on criteria such as eligibility for designated state 
or federal assistance programs. The ACA enlarges the 
population of needy people States must cover to include 
adults under age 65 with incomes up to 133% of the fed
eral poverty level. The spending power conferred by the 
Constitution, the Court has never doubted, permits Con
gress to define the contours of p1·ograms financed with 
federal funds. See, e.g., Pennhurst State School and Hos
pital v. Halderman, 451 U.S. 1, 17 (1981). And to expand 
coverage, Congress could have recalled the existing legis
lation, and replaced it with a new law making Medicaid as 
embracive of the poor as Congress chose. 

The question posed by the 2010 Medicaid expansion, 
then, is essentially this: To cover a notably larger popula
tion, must Congress take the repeal/reenact route, or may 
it achieve the same result by amending existing law? The 
answer should be that Congress may expand by amend
ment the classes of needy persons entitled to Medicaid 
benefits. A ritualistic requirement that Congress repeal 
and reenact spending legislation in order to enlarge the 
population served by a federally funded program would 
advance no constitutional principle and would scarcely 
serve the interests of federalism. To the contrary, such a 
requirement would rigidify Congress' efforts to empower 
States by partnering with them in the implementation of 
federal programs. 

Medicaid is a prototypical example of federal-state coop-
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when they need it. Given past expansions, plus express 
statutory warning that Congress may change the re· 
quirements participating States must meet, there can be 
no tenable claim that the ACA fails for lack of notice. 
Moreover, States have no entitlement to receive any Medi
caid funds; they enjoy only the opportunity to accept funds 
on Conp·ess' terms. Future Congresses are not bound 
by their predecessors' dispositions; they have authority to 
spend federal revenue as they see fit. The Federal Gov
ernment, therefore, is not, as THE CHIEF JUSTICE charges, 
threatening States with the loss of "existing" funds from 
one spending program in order to induce them to opt into 
another program. Congress is simply requiring States to 
do what States have long been required to do to receive 
Medicaid funding: comply with the conditions Congress 
prescribes for participation. 

A majority of the Court, however, buys the argument 
that prospective withholding of funds formerly available 
exceeds Congress' spending power. Given that holding, I 
entirely agree with THE CHIEF JUSTICE as to the appropri
ate remedy. It is to bar the withholding found impermis
sible-not, as the joint dissenters would have it, to scrap 
the expansion altogether, see post, at 46-48. The dissent
ers' view that the ACA must fall in its entirety is a radical 
departure from the Court's normal course. When a consti
tutional infirmity mars a statute, the Court ordinarily 
removes the infirmity. It undertakes a salvage operation; 
it does not demolish the legislation. See, e.g., B1'0clwtt v. 
Spolwne A•·cades, Inc., 472 U.S. 491, 504 (1985) (Court's 
normal course is to declare a statute invalid "to the extent 
that it reaches too far, but otherwise [to leave the statute] 
intact"). That course is plainly in order where, as in this 
case, Congress has expressly instructed com·ts to leave 
untouched every provision not found invalid. See 42 
U.S. C. §1303. Because THE CHIEF JUSTICE finds the 
withholding-not the granting-of federal funds incom· 
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required participating States to include among their bene
ficial'ies pregnant women with family incomes up to 133% 
of the federal poverty level, children up to age 6 at the 
same income levels, and children ages 6 to 18 with family 
incomes up to 100% of the poverty level. See 42 U. S. C. 
§§ 1396a(a)(10)(A)(i), 1396a(l); Medicare Catastrophic Cov
emge Act of 1988, §302, 102 Stat. 750; Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1989, §6401, 103 Stat. 2258; Om
nibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, §4601, 104 Stat. 
1388-166. These amendments added millions to the 
Medicaid-eligible population. Dubay & Kenney, Lessons 
from the Medicaid Expansions for Children and Pregnant 
Women 5 (Apr. 1997). 

Between 1966 and 1990, annual federal Medicaid spend
ing grew fi·om $631.6 million to $42.6 billion; state 
spending rose to $31 billion over the same pel'iod. See Dept. 
of Health and Human Services, National Health Expendi
tures by Type of Service and Source of Funds: Calendar 
Years 1960 to 2010 (table). 14 And between 1990 and 2010, 
federal spending increased to $269.5 billion. Ibid. En
largement of the population and services covered by Medi
caid, in short, has been the trend. 

Compared to past alterations, the ACA is notable for the 
extent to which the Federal Government will pick up the 
tab. Medicaid's 2010 expansion is financed largely by 
federal outlays. In 2014, federal funds will cover 100% 
of the costs for newly eligible beneficiaries; that rate will 
g1·adually decrease before settling at 90% in 2020. 42 
U.S. C. §1396d(y) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). By comparison, 
federal contributions toward the care of beneficiaries 
eligible pre-ACA range from 50% to 83%, and averaged 
57% between 2005 and 2008. §1396d(b) (2006 ed., Supp. 

14Available online at http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data· 
and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-ReportsiNationalHealthExpendData/ 
NationalHealthAccountsHistorical.html. 
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requirements, the Medicaid Act empowers States to "select 
dramatically different levels of funding and coverage, 
alter and experiment with different financing and deliveq 
modes, and opt to cover (or not to cover) a range of parti
cular procedures and therapies. States have leveraged 
this policy discretion to generate a myriad of dramatically 
different Medicaid programs over the past several dec
ades." Ruger, Of Icebergs and Glaciers, 75 Law & Con
temp. Probs. 215, 233 (2012) (footnote omitted). The ACA 
does not jettison this approach. States, as first-line ad
ministrators, will continue to guide the distribution of 
substantial1·esources among their needy populations. 

The alternative to conditional federal spending, it bears 
emphasis, is not state autonomy but state marginaliza
tion.16 In 1965, Congress elected to nationalize health 
coverage for seniors through Medicare. It could similarly 
have established Medicaid as an exclusively federal pl'O
gram. Instead, Congress gave the States the opportunity 
to partner in the program's administration and develop
ment. Absent from the nationalized model, of course, is 
the state-level policy discretion and experimentation that 
is Medicaid's hallmark; undoubtedly the interests of fed
eralism are better served when States retain a meaning
ful role in the implementation of a program of such 
importance. See Caminker, State Sovereignty and Sub
ordinacy, 95 Colum. L. Rev. 1001, 1002-1003 (1995) (coopera
tive federalism can preserve "a significant role for state 
discretion in achieving specified federal goals, where the 
alternative is complete federal preemption of any state 

l6 In 1972, for example, Congress ended the federal cash-assistance 
p1·ogram for the aged, blind, and disabled. That program previously 
had been operated jointly by the Federal and State Governments, as 
is the case with Medicaid today. Congress replaced the cooperative 
federal p1·ogram with the nationalized Supplemental Security In
come (SSI) prog1·am. See Schweiker v. Gray Panthers, 453 U.S. 34, 38 
(1981). 
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funding on compliance with the terms Congress set for 
participation in the program. See, e.g., Harris, 448 U.S., 
at 301 ("[O]nce a State elects to participate [in Medicaid], 
it must comply with the l'equirements of [the Medicaid 
Act]."); A1·kansas Dept. of Health and Human Servs. v. 
Ahlborn, 547 U.S. 268, 275 (2006); Frew v. Hawkins, 540 
U.S. 431, 433 (2004); Atllins v. Rivera, 477 U.S. 154, 156-
157 (1986). 

Congress' authority to condition the use of federal funds 
is not confined to spending pl'Dgrams as first launched. 
The legislature may, and often does, amend the law, im
posing new conditions grant recipients henceforth must 
meet in order to continue receiving funds. See infra, at 54 
(describing Bennett v. Kentuclly Dept. of Ed., 470 U.S. 
656, 659-660 (1985) (enforcing restriction added five years 
after adoption of educational program)). 

Yes, there are federalism-based limits on the use of 
Congress' conditional spending powe1·. In the leading 
decision in this area, South Dalwta v. Dole, 483 U. S. 203 
(1987), the Court identified four criteria. The conditions 
placed on federal grants to States must (a) promote the 
"general welfare," (b) "unambiguously" inform States what 
is demanded of them, (c) be germane "to the federal inter
est in particular national projects or programs," and (d) 
not "induce the States to engage in activities that would 
themselves be unconstitutional." Id., at 207-208, 210 
(internal quotation marks omitted).18 

The Court in Dole mentioned, but did not adopt, a fur
ther limitation, one hypothetically raised a half-century 
earlier: In "some circumstances," Congress might be pro
hibited from offering a "financial inducement ... so coer-

l8 Although the plaintiffs, in the proceedings below, did not contest 
the ACA's satisfaction of these criteria, see 648 F. 3d 1235, 1263 (CAll 
2011), THE CHIEF JUSTICE appears to rely heavily on the second crite
rion. Compare ante, at 52, 54, with infra, at 52-54. 

39104



48 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS v. SEBELIUS 

Opinion of GINSBURG, J. 

care. See supra, at 44. 
That is what makes this such a simple case, and the 

Court's decision so unsettling. Congress, aiming to assist 
the needy, has appl'Opriated federal money to subsidize 
state health-insurance programs that meet federal stand
ards. The principal standard the ACA sets is that the 
state program cover adults earning no more than 133% of 
the federal poverty line. Enforcing that prescription en
sures that federal funds will be spent on health care for 
the poor in furtherance of Congress' present perception of 
the general welfare. 

c 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE asserts that the Medicaid expan

sion creates a "new health care program." Ante, at 54. 
Moreover, States could "hardly anticipate" that Congress 
would "transform [the program] so dramatically." Ante, 
at 55. Therefore, THE CHIEF JUSTICE maintains, Congress' 
threat to withhold "old" Medicaid funds based on a State's 
refusal to participate in the "new" program is a "threa[t] to 
terminate [an]other ... independent gran[t]." Ante, at 50, 
52-53. And because the threat to withhold a large amount 
of funds fl'Om one program "leaves the States with no real 
option but to acquiesce [in a newly created program]," THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE concludes, the Medicaid expansion is un
constitutionally coercive. Ante, at 52. 

1 

The starting premise on which THE CHIEF JUSTICE's 
coercion analysis rests is that the ACA did not really 
"extend" Medicaid; instead, Congress created an entirely 
new program to co-exist with the old. THE CHIEF JUSTICE 
calls the ACA new, but in truth, it simply reaches mo1·e of 
America's poor than Congress originally covered. 

Medicaid was created to enable States to provide medi
cal assistance to "needy persons." See S. Rep. No. 404, 
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2006. Section 2001 of the ACA would add approximately 
three pages,!• 

Congress has broad authority to construct or adjust 
spending programs to meet its contemporary understand· 
ing of "the general Welfare." Helvering v. Davis, 301 U.S. 
619, 640-641 (1937). Courts owe a large measure of re· 
spect to Congress' characterization of the grant programs 
it establishes. See Steward Machine, 301 U. S., at 594. 
Even if courts were inclined to second-guess Congress' 
conception of the character of its legislation, how would 
reviewing judges divine whether an Act of Congress, pur· 
porting to amend a law, is in reality not an amendment, 
but a new creation? At what point does an extension 
become so large that it "transforms" the basic law? 

Endeavoring to show that Congress created a new pro· 
gram, THE CHIEF JUSTICE cites three aspects of the ex· 
pansion. First, he asserts that, in covering those earning 
no more than 133% of the federal poverty line, the Medi
caid expansion, unlike pre-ACA Medicaid, does not "care 
for the neediest among us." Ante, at 53. What makes 
that so? Single adults earning no more than $14,856 per 
year-133% of the current federal poverty level-surely 
rank among the Nation's poor. 

Second, according to THE CHIEF JUSTICE, "Congress 
mandated that newly eligible persons receive a level of 
coverage that is less comprehensive than the traditional 
Medicaid benefit package." Ibid. That less comprehensive 
benefit package, however, is not an innovation introduced 
by the ACA; since 2006, States have been free to use it for 
many of their Medicaid beneficiaries,20 The level of bene-

1•Compare Subchapter XIX, 42 U.S. C. §§1396-!396v(b) (2006 ed. 
and Supp. IV) with §§!396a(a) (IO)(A)(i)(VIII) (2006 ed. and Supp. 
IV); 1396a(a) (lO)(A)(ii)(XX), 1396a(a)(75), 1396a(k), 1396a(gg) to (hh), 
1396d(y), 1396r-l(e), 1396u-7(h)(5) to (6). 

20The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 authorized States to provide 
"benchmark coverage" or ''benchmark equivalent coverage" to certain 
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JUSTICE cites only one case: Pennhurst State School and 
Hospital v. Halderman, 451 U.S. 1. 

In Pennhurst, residents of a state-1·un, fede1·ally funded 
institution for the mentally disabled complained of abu
sive treatment and inhumane conditions in alleged viola
tion of the Developmentally Disabled Assistance and Bill 
of Rights Act. 451 U. S., at 5-6. We held that the State 
was not answerable in damages for violating conditions 
it did not "voluntarily and knowingly accep[t]." Id., at 17, 
27. Inspecting the statutory language and legislative his
tory, we found that the Act did not "unambiguously" im
pose the requirement on which the plaintiffs relied: that 
they receive appropriate treatment in the least restrictive 
environment. Id., at 17-18. Satisfied that Congress had 
not clearly conditioned the States' receipt of federal funds 
on the States' provision of such treatment, we declined to 
read such a requirement into the Act. Congress' spending 
power, we concluded, "does not include surprising partici
pating States with postacceptance or 'retroactive' condi· 
tions." I d., at 24-25. 

Pennhurst thus instructs that "if Congress intends to 
impose a condition on the grant of federal moneys, it must 
do so unambiguously." Ante, at 53 (quoting Pennhurst, 
451 U.S., at 17). That 1·equirement is met in this case. 
Section 2001 does not take effect until 2014. The ACA 
makes perfectly clear what will be required of States that 
accept Medicaid funding after that date: They must extend 
eligibility to adults with incomes no more than 133% of 
the federal poverty line. See 42 U.S. C. §1396a(a)(10)(A) 
(i)(VIII) (2006 ed. and Supp. IV). 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE appears to find in Pennhurst a 
requirement that, when spending legislation is first 
passed, or when States first enlist in the federal program, 
Congress must provide clear notice of conditions it might 
later impose. If I understand his point correctly, it was 
incumbent on Congress, in 1965, to warn the States clearly 
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the Commonwealth suffered no surprise after accepting 
the federal funds. Kentucky was therefore obliged to re· 
turn the money. 470 U.S., at 665-666, 673-674. The 
conditions imposed were to be assessed as of 1974, in light 
of "the legal requirements in place when the grants were 
made," id., at 670, not as of 1965, when Title I was origi· 
nally enacted. 

As these decisions show, Pennhurst's rule demands that 
conditions on federal funds be unambiguously clear at the 
time a State receives and uses the money-not at the time, 
perhaps years earlier, when Congress passed the law 
establishing the program. See also Dole, 483 U.S., at 208 
(finding Pennhurst satisfied based on the clarity of the 
Federal Aid Highway Act as amended in 1984, without 
looking back to 1956, the year of the Act's adoption). 

In any event, from the start, the Medicaid Act put 
States on notice that the program could be changed: "The 
right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision of [Medi· 
caid]," the statute has read since 1965, "is hereby rese1·ved 
to the Congress." 42 U.S. C. §1304. The "effect of these 
few simple words" has long been settled. See National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation v. Atchison, T. & S. F. R. 
Co., 470 U.S. 451, 467-468, n. 22 (1985) (citing Sin/ling 
Fund Cases, 99 U. S. 700, 720 (1879)). By reserving the 
right to "alter, amend, [or] repeal" a spending program, 
Congress "has given special notice of its intention to retain 
... full and complete power to make such alterations and 
amendments ... as come within the just scope of legisla· 
tive power." Id., at 720. 

Our decision in Bowen v. Public Agencies Opposed to 
Social Security Entrapment, 477 U. S. 41, 51-52 (1986), is 
guiding here. As enacted in 1935, the Social Security Act 
did not cover state employees. Id., at 44. In response to 
pressure from States that wanted coverage for their em· 
ployees, Congress, in 1950, amended the Act to allow 
States to opt into the program. Id., at 45. The statutory 
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interpretations, or court decisions."). Whenever a State 
notifies the Federal Government of a change in its own 
Medicaid program, the State certifies both that it knows 
the federally set terms of participation may change, and 
that it will abide by those changes as a condition of con· 
tinued participation. See, e.g., Florida Agency for Health 
Care Admin., State Plan Under Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act Medical Assistance Program §7 .1, p. 86 (Oct. 
6, 1992). 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE insists that the most recent expan· 
sian, in contrast to its predecessors, "accomplishes a shift 
in kind, not merely degree." Ante, at 53. But why was 
Medicaid altered only in degree, not in kind, when Con· 
gress required States to cover millions of children and 
pregnant women? See supra, at 41-42. Congress did not 
"merely alte[r] and expan[d] the boundaries of" the Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children program. But see ante, 
at 53-55. Rather, Congress required participating States 
to p1·ovide coverage tied to the federal pove1·ty level (as it 
later did in the ACA), rather than to the AFDC program. 
See Brief for National Health Law P1·ogram et al. as Amici 
Curiae 16-18. In short, given §1304, this Court's con· 
struction of §1304's language in Bowen, and the enlarge· 
ment of Medicaid in the years since 1965,23 a State would 
be hard put to complain that it lacked fair notice when, 
in 2010, Congress altered Medicaid to emb1·ace a larger 
portion of the Nation's poor. 

3 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE ultimately asks whether "the finan· 

23 Note, in this regard, the extension of Social Security, which began 
in 1935 as an old-age pension prog1·am, then expanded to include sur
vivor benefits in 1939 and disability benefits in 1956. See Social 
Security Act, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 622-625; Social Security Act Amend· 
ments of 1939, 53 Stat. 1364-1365; Social Security Amendments of 
1956, ch. 836, §103, 70 Stat. 815-816. 

39109



58 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS v. SEBELIUS 

Opinion of GINSBURG, J. 

sion on which they rely, Steward Machine, found the 
statute at issue inside the line, "wherever the line may 
be." 301 U.S., at 591. 

When future Spending Clause challenges arrive, as they 
likely will in the wake of today's decision, how will liti
gants and judges assess whethe1· "a State has a legitimate 
choice whether to accept the federal conditions in ex· 
change for federal funds"? Ante, at 48. Are courts to 
measure the number of dollars the Federal Government 
might withhold for noncompliance? The portion of the 
State's budget at stake? And which State's-or States'
budget is determinative: the lead plaintiff, all challenging 
States (26 in this case, many with quite different fiscal 
situations), or some national median? Does it matter that 
Florida, unlike most States, imposes no state income tax, 
and therefore might be able to replace foregone federal 
funds with new state revenue?26 Or that the coercion state 

possibly refuse the offer that the ACA extends."). We should not lightly 
ascribe to Congress an intent to violate the Constitution (at least as my 
colleagues read it). This is particularly tl·ue when the ACA could just 
as well be comprehended as demonstrating Congress' me1·e expectation, 
in light of the uniformity of past pm·ticipation and the generosity of the 
federal contlibution, that States would not withd!·aw. Cf. South Dakota 
v. Dole, 483 U. S. 203, 211 (1987) ("We cannot conclude ... that a con· 
ditional grant of federal money . . . is unconstitutional simply by 
reason of its success in achieving the cong1·essional objective."). 

26Federal taxation of a State's citizens, according to the joint dissent
ers, may diminish a State's ability to raise new 1·evenue. This, in turn, 
could limit a State's capacity to replace a federal progt·am with an 
"equivalent" state-funded analog. Post, at 40. But it cannot be true 
that j'the amount of the federal taxes extracted from the taxpayers of a 
State to pay for the p1·ogram in question is relevant in determining 
whether there is impermissible coe1·cion." Post, at 37. When the 
United States Government taxes United States citizens, it taxes them 
"in their individual capacities" as 'the people of America"-not as 
1·esidents of a particular State. See U. S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton, 
514 U.S. 779, 839 (1995) (KENNEDY, J., concurring). That is because 
the j'Framers split the atom of sovereignty[,] ... establishing two orders 
of government"-"one state and one federal"-"each with its own direct 
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fact, there are no such funds. There is only money States 
anticipate receiving from future Congresses. 

D 
Congress has delegated to the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services the authority to withhold, in whole or 
in part, federal Medicaid funds fi·om States that fail to 
comply with the Medicaid Act as originally composed and as 
subsequently amended. 42 U.S. C. §1396c.27 THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE, however, holds that the Constitution precludes 
the Secretary from withholding "existing" Medicaid funds 
based on States' refusal to comply with the expanded Medi
caid program. Ante, at 55. For the foregoing reasons, I 
disagree that any such withholding would violate the 
Spending Clause. Accordingly, I would affirm the decision 
of the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit in this 
regard. 

But in view of THE CHIEF JUSTICE's disposition, I agree 
with him that the Medicaid Act's severability clause de
termines the appropriate remedy. That clause provides 
that "[i]f any provision of [the Medicaid Act], or the appli
cation thereof to any person or circumstance, is held in
valid, the remainder of the chapter, and the application of 
such provision to other pe1·sons or circumstances shall not 
be affected thereby." 42 U. S. C. §1303. 

The Court does not strike down any provision of the 

27 As THE CHIEF JUSTICE observes, the Secretary is authorized to 
withhold all of a State's Medicaid funding. See ante, at 51. But total 
withdl·awal is what the Secretary may, not must, do. She has discre
tion to withhold only a portion of the Medicaid funds otherwise due a 
noncompliant State. See §1396c; cf. 45 CFR §80.10(1) (2011) (Secretary 
may enforce Title VI's nondiscrimination requll·ement through "refusal 
to grant or continue Federal financial assistance, in whole or in part." 
(emphasis added)). The Secretary, it is worth noting, may herself 
experience political pressures, which would make her all the more 
1·eluctant to cut off funds Congress has appropriated for a State's needy 
citizens. 
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[June 28, 2012] 

JUSTICE SCALIA, JUSTICE KENNEDY, JUSTICE THOMAS, 
and JUSTICE ALITO, dissenting. 

Congress has set out to remedy the problem that the 
best health care is beyond the reach of many Americans 
who cannot afford it. It can assuredly do that, by exercis
ing the powers accorded to it under the Constitution. The 
question in this case, howeve1', is whether the complex 
structm-es and provisions of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (Affordable Care Act or ACA) go be
yond those powers. We conclude that they do. 

This case is in one respect difficult: it presents two 
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the ne plus ultra of expansive Commerce Clause jurispru
dence. To go beyond that, and to say the failure to grow 
wheat (which is not an economic activity, or any activity 
at all) nonetheless affects comme1·ce and therefore can be 
federally regulated, is to make mere breathing in and out 
the basis for federal prescription and to extend federal 
power to virtually all human activity. 

As for the constitutional power to tax and spend for 
the general welfare: The Court has long since expanded 
that beyond (what Madison thought it meant) taxing and 
spending for those aspects of the general welfare that we1·e 
within the Federal Government's enumerated powers, 
see United States v. Butler, 297 U. S. 1, 65-66 (1936). 
Thus, we now have sizable federal Departments devoted 
to subjects not mentioned among Congress' enumerated 
powers, and only marginally related to commerce: the De
partment of Education, the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. The principal practical obstacle that pre
vents Congress from using the tax-and-spend power to 
assume all the general-welfare 1·esponsibilities tradition
ally exercised by the States is the shee1· impossibility of 
managing a Federal Government large enough to adminis
ter such a system. That obstacle can be overcome by 
granting funds to the States, allowing them to administer 
the program. That is fair and constitutional enough when 
the States freely agree to have their powers employed and 
their employees enlisted in the federal scheme. But it is a 
blatant violation of the constitutional structure when the 
States have no choice. 

The Act before us here exceeds federal power both in 
mandating the purchase of health insm-ance and in deny
ing nonconsenting States all Medicaid funding. These 
parts of the Act are central to its design and operation, 
and all the Act's other provisions would not have been 
enacted without them. In our view it must follow that the 
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(16th ed. 1777).1 It can mean to direct the manner of 
something but not to direct that something come into 
being. The1·e is no instance in which this Court or Con
gress (or anyone else, to our knowledge) has used "regulate" 
in that peculiar fashion. If the word bore that meaning, 
Congress' authority "[t]o make Rules fo1· the Govern
ment and Regulation of the land and naval Forces," U. S. 
Const., Art. I, §8, cl. 14, would have made superfluous 
the later provision for authority "[t]o raise and support 
Armies," id., §8, cl. 12, and "(t]o provide and maintain a 
Navy," id., §8, cl. 13. 

We do not doubt that the buying and selling of health 
insurance contracts is commerce generally subject to 
federal regulation. But when Congress provides that 
(nearly) all citizens must buy an insurance contract, it 
goes beyond "adjust[ing] by rule or method," Johnson, 
supra, or "direct[ing] according to rule," Ash, supra; it 
directs the creation of commerce. 

In response, the Government offers two theories as to 
why the Individual Mandate is nevertheless constitu
tional. Neither theory suffices to sustain its validity. 

A 
First, the Government submits that §5000A is "integral 

to the Affordable Care Act's insurance 1·eforms" and "nec
essary to make effective the Act's cm·e reforms." Brief 
for Petitioners in No. 11-398 (Minimum Coverage Provi
sion) 24 (hereinafter Petitioners' Minimum Covemge Brief). 
Congress included a "finding" to similar effect in the Act 

IThe most authoritative legal dictionaries of the founding era lack 
any definition for uregulate" or "regulation," suggesting that the term 
bears its ordinary meaning (rather than some specialized legal mean
ing) in the constitutional text. See R. Burn, A New Law Dictionary 281 
(1792); G. Jacob, A New Law Dictionary (lOth ed. 1782); 2 T. Cunning· 
ham, A New and Complete Law Dictionary (2d ed. 1771). 
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pre-existing condition. But without the contribution of 
above-risk premiums from the young and healthy, the 
community-rating provision will not enable insurers to 
take on high-risk individuals without a massive increase 
in premiums. 

The Government presents the Individual Mandate as a 
unique feature of a complicated regulatory scheme govern
ing many parties with countervailing incentives that must 
be carefully balanced. Congress has imposed an extensive 
set of regulations on the health insurance industry, and 
compliance with those regulations will likely cost the in
dustry a great deal. If the industry does not respond by 
increasing premiums, it is not likely to survive. And if 
the industry does increase premiums, then there is a seri
ous risk that its products-insurance plans-will become 
economically undesirable for many and prohibitively ex
pensive for the rest. 

This is not a dilemma unique to regulation of the health
insurance industry. Government regulation typically 
imposes costs on the regulated industry---especially regu
lation that prohibits economic behavior in which most 
market participants are already engaging, such as "piec
ing out" the market by selling the product to different 
classes of people at different prices (in the present context, 
providing much lower insurance rates to young and 
healthy buye1·s). And many industries so regulated face 
the reality that, without an artificial increase in demand, 
they cannot continue on. When Congress is regulating 
these industries directly, it enjoys the broad power to 
enact "'all appropriate legislation"' to "'p1·otec[t]"' and 
"'advanc[e]"' commerce, NLRB v. Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp., 301 U.S. 1, 36-37 (1937) (quoting The Daniel Ball, 
10 Wall. 557, 564 (1871)). Thus, Congress might protect 
the imperiled industry by prohibiting low-cost competition, 
or by according it prefe1·ential tax treatment, or even by 
granting it a direct subsidy. 
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these cases is that the Commerce Clause, even when sup· 
plemented by the Necessary and Proper Clause, is not 
carte blanche for doing whatever will help achieve the 
ends Congress seeks by the regulation of commerce. And 
the last two of these cases show that the scope of the 
Necessary and Proper Clause is exceeded not only when 
the congressional action di1·ectly violates the sovereignty 
of the States but also when it violates the background 
principle of enumerated (and hence limited) federal power. 

The case upon which the Government principally relies 
to sustain the Individual Mandate under the Necessary 
and Proper Clause is Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005). 
That case held that Congress could, in an effort to restrain 
the interstate market in marijuana, ban the local cultiva
tion and possession of that drug. Id., at 15-22. Raich 
is no precedent for what Congress has done here. That 
case's prohibition of growing (cf. Wiclwrd, 317 U.S. 111), 
and of possession (cf. innumerable federal statutes) did not 
represent the expansion of the federal power to direct into 
a broad new field. The mandating of economic activity 
does, and since it is a field so limitless that it converts the 
Commerce Clause into a general authority to direct the 
economy, that mandating is not "consist[ent] with the 
letter and spirit of the constitution." McCulloch v. Mary
land, 4 Wheat. 316, 421 (1819). 

Moreover, Raich is far different from the Individual 
Mandate in another respect. The Court's opinion in Raich 
pointed out that the growing and possession prohibitions 
were the only practicable way of enabling the prohibition 
of interstate traffic in marijuana to be effectively enforced. 
545 U.S., at 22. See also Shreveport Rate Cases, 234 U.S. 
342 (1914) (Necessary and Proper Clause allows regula
tions of intrastate transactions if necessa1·y to the regula
tion of an inte1·state market). Intrastate marijuana could 
no more be distinguished from interstate marijuana than, 
for example, endangered -species trophies obtained before 
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takes a few different forms, ·but the basic idea is that 
§5000A 1'egulates "the way in which individuals finance 
their participation in the health-care market." Petitioners' 
Minimum Coverage Brief 33 (emphasis added). That is, 
the provision directs the manner in which individuals 
purchase health care services and related goods (directing 
that they be purchased through insurance) and is there· 
fore a straightforward exercise of the commerce power. 

The primary problem with this argument is that §5000A 
does not apply only to persons who purchase all, or most, 
or even any, of the health care services or goods that the 
mandated insurance covers. Indeed, the main objection 
many have to the Mandate is that they have no intention 
of purchasing most or even any of such goods or services 
and thus no need to buy insurance for those purchases. 
The Government responds that the health-care market 
involves "essentially universal participation," id., at 35. 
The principal difficulty with this response is that it is, in 
the only relevant sense, not true. It is true enough that 
everyone consumes "health care," if the term is taken to 
include the purchase of a bottle of aspirin. But the health 
care "market" that is the object of the Individual Mandate 
not only includes but principally consists of goods and 
services that the young people primarily affected by the 
Mandate do not purchase. They are quite simply not 
participants in that market, and cannot be made so (and 
thereby subjected to regulation) by the simple device of 
defining participants to include all those who will, later in 
their lifetime, probably purchase the goods or services 
covered by the mandated insurance.' Such a definition of 

2JUSTICE GINSBURG is therefore right to note that Congress is "not 
mandating the purchase of a discrete, unwanted product." Ante, at 22 
(opinion concurring in part, concurring in judgment in part, and dis· 
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involved commercial activity. To go beyond that, and to 
say that the failure to grow wheat or the refusal to make 
loans affects commerce, so that growing and lending can 
be federally compelled, is to extend federal power to virtu
ally everything. All of us consume food, and when we do 
so the Federal Government can prescribe what its quality 
must be and even how much we must pay. But the mere 
fact that we all consume food and are thus, soone1· or later, 
participants in the "market" for food, does not empower 
the Govemment to say when and what we will buy. That 
is essentially what this Act seeks to do with respect to the 
purchase of health care. It exceeds federal power. 

c 
A few respectful responses to JUSTICE GINSBURG's dis

sent on the issue of the Mandate are in order. That dis
sent duly recites the test of Commerce Clause power that 
our opinions have applied, but disregards the p1·emise the 
test contains. It is true enough that Congress needs only a 
"'rational basis' for concluding that the regulated activity 
substantially affects interstate commerce," ante, at 15 (em
phasis added). But it must be activity affecting com
merce that is regulated, and not merely the failure to 
engage in commerce. And one is not now purchasing 
the health care covered by the insurance mandate simply 
because one is likely to be purchasing it in the future. Our 
test's premise of regulated activity is not invented out of 
whole cloth, but rests upon the Constitution's requirement 
that it be commerce which is regulated. If all inactivity 
affecting commerce is commerce, commerce is everything. 
Ultimately the dissent is driven to saying that there is 
really no diffe1·ence between action and inaction, ante, at 
26, a proposition that has never recommended itself, 
neither to the law nor to common sense. To say, for exam
ple, that the inaction here consists of activity in "the self
insurance market," ibid., seems to us wordplay. By parity 
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treats the Constitution as though it is an enumeration of 
those problems that the Federal Government can ad
dress-among which, it finds, is "the Nation's course in 
the economic and social welfare realm," ibid., and more 
specifically "the problem of the uninsured," ante, at 7. 
The Constitution is not that. It enumerates not federally 
soluble problems, but federally available powers. The 
Federal Government can address whatever problems it 
wants but can bring to their solution only those powers 
that the Constitution confers, among which is the power to 
regulate commerce. None of our cases say anything else. 
Al·ticle I contains no whatever-it-takes-to-solve-a-national
problem power. 

The dissent dismisses the conclusion that the power to 
compel entry into the health-insurance market would 
include the power to compel entry into the new-car or 
broccoli markets. The latter purchasers, it says, "will be 
obliged to pay at the counter before receiving the vehicle 

up with nothing more than two condemnation cases, which it says 
demonstrate "Congress' authority under the commerce power to compel 
an 'inactive' landholder to submit to an unwanted sale." Ante, at 24. 
Wrong on both scores. As its name suggests, the condemnation power 
does not "compel" anyone to do anything. It acts in rem, against the 
property that is condemned, and is effective with or without a transfer 
of title from the former owner. More important, the powe1· to condemn 
for public use is a separate sovereign power, explicitly acknowledged in 
the Fifth Amendment, which pmvides that "private property [shall not] 
be taken for public use, without just compensation." 

Thus, the power to condemn tends to refute rather than support 
the power to compel purchase of unwanted goods at a prescribed price: 
The latter is rathe1· like the power to condemn cash for public use. If it 
existed, why would it not (like the condemnation power) be accompa
nied by a requh·ement of fair compensation for the portion of the 
exacted price that exceeds the goods' fair market value (he1·e, the 
difference between what the free market would charge for a health
insurance policy on a young, healthy person with no pre-existing 
conditions, and the government-exacted community-rated premium)? 
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Commerce Clause authority,4 and §5000A is therefore 
invalid. The Government contends, however, as expressed 
in the caption to Part II of its brief, that "THE MINIMUM 
COVERAGE PROVISION IS INDEPENDENTLY AUTHORIZED BY 

CONGRESS'S TAXING POWER." Petitioners' Minimum Cov
erage Brief 52. The phrase "independently authorized" 
suggests the existence of a creature neve1· hitherto seen 
in the United States Reports: A penalty for constitutional 
purposes that is also a tax for constitutional purposes. In 
all our cases the two are mutually exclusive. The provi
sion challenged under the Constitution is either a penalty 
or else a tax. Of course in many cases what was a regu
latory mandate enforced by a penalty could have been 
imposed as a tax upon permissible action; or what was im
posed as a tax upon permissible action could have been a 
regulatory mandate enforced by a penalty. But we know 
of no case, and the Government cites none, in which the 
imposition was, for constitutional purposes, both.5 The 
two are mutually exclusive. Thus, what the Government's 
caption should have read was "ALTERNATIVELY, THE 

MINIMUM COVERAGE PROVISION IS NOT A MANDATE-WITH

PENALTY BUT A TAX." It is important to bear this in mind 
in evaluating the tax argument of the Government and of 
those who support it: The issue is not whether Congress 

4 No one seriously contends that any of Congress' other enumerated 
powe1·s gives it the authority to enact §5000A as a regulation. 

5 Of course it can be both for statutory purposes, since Congress can 
define "tax" and "penalty" in its enactments any way it wishes. That is 
why United States v. Sotelo, 436 U.S. 268 (1978), does not disprove our 
statement. That case held that a "penalty'' for willful failure to pay 
one's taxes was included among the "taxes" made non-dischargeable 
under the Bankruptcy Code. 436 U.S., at 273-275. Whether the 
~'penalty'' was a "tax" within the meaning of the Bankruptcy Code had 
absolutely no bearing on whether it escaped the constitutional limita
tions on penalties. 
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"adopt[s] the criteria of wrongdoing" and then imposes a 
monetary penalty as the "principal consequence on those 
who transgress its standard," it creates a regulatory pen· 
alty, not a tax. Child Labor Tax Case, 259 U.S. 20, 38 
(1922). 

So the question is, quite simply, whether the exaction 
here is imposed for violation of the law. It unquestion· 
ably is. The minimum-coverage provision is found in 26 
U.S. C. §5000A, entitled "Requirement to maintain mini· 
mum essential coverage." (Emphasis added.) It commands 
that every "applicable individual shall ... ensure that the 
individual ... is covered under minimum essential cover· 
age." Ibid. (emphasis added). And the immediately fol· 
lowing provision states that, "[i]f . . . an applicable 
individual ... fails to meet the requirement of subsection 
(a) ... there is hereby imposed ... a penalty." §5000A(b) 
(emphasis added). And several of Congress' legislative 
"findings" with regard to §5000A confirm that it sets forth 
a legal requirement and constitutes the assertion of regu· 
latory power, not me1·e taxing power. See 42 U.S. C. 
§18091(2)(A) ("The requirement regulates activity ... "); 
§18091(2)(C) ("The requirement ... will add millions of 
new consumers to the health insurance market ... "); 
§18091(2)(D) ("The requirement achieves near-universal 
coverage"); §18091(2)(H) ("The requirement is an essential 
part of this larger regulation of economic activity, and the 
absence of the requirement would undercut Federal regu· 
lation of the health insUl'ance market"); §18091(3) ("[T]he 
Supreme Court of the United States ruled that insUl'ance 
is interstate commerce subject to Federal regulation"). 

The Govemment and those who support its view on the 
tax point rely on New Yorh v. United States, 505 U. S. 144, 
to justify reading "shall" to mean "may." The "shall" in 
that case was contained in an introductory provision-a 
recital that pmvided for no legal consequences-which 
said that "[e]ach State shall be responsible for providing 
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of a penalty-such as "license" (License Tax Cases, 5 Wall. 
462 (1867)) or "surcharge" (New Yoril v. United States, 
supra.). But we have never-never-treated as a tax an 
exaction which faces up to the critical difference between 
a tax and a penalty, and explicitly denominates the exac
tion a "penalty." Eighteen times in §5000A itself and else
where throughout the Act, Congress called the exaction in 
§5000A(b) a "penalty." 

That §5000A imposes not a simple tax but a mandate to 
which a penalty is attached is demonstrated by the fact 
that some are exempt from the tax who are not ex
empt from the mandate-a distinction that would make 
no sense if the mandate were not a mandate. Section 
5000A(d) exempts three classes of people from the defini
tion of "applicable individual" subject to the minimum 
coverage requirement: Those with religious objections or 
who participate in a "health ca1·e sharing ministry," 
§5000A(d)(2); those who are "not lawfully present" in the 
United States, §5000A(d)(3); and those who are incarcer
ated, §5000A(d)(4). Section 5000A(e) then creates a sepa
rate set of exemptions, excusing from liability for the 
penalty certain individuals who are subject to the mini
mum coverage requu·ement: Those who cannot afford 
coverage, §5000A(e)(l); who earn too little income to re
quire filing a tax return, §5000A(e)(2); who are members 
of an Indian tribe, §5000A(e)(3); who experience only short 
gaps in coverage, §5000A(e)(4); and who, in the judgment 
of the Secretary of Health and Human Services, "have 
suffered a hardship with respect to the capability to obtain 
coverage," §5000A(e)(5). If §5000A were a tax, these two 
classes of exemption would make no sense; there being no 
requirement, all the exemptions would attach to the pen
alty (renamed tax) alone. 

In the face of all these indications of a regulatoq re
quirement accompanied by a penalty, the Solicitor General 
assures us that "neither the Treasury Department nor the 
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Revenue Code." Petitioners' Minimum Coverage Brief 53. 
The manner of collection could perhaps suggest a tax if 
IRS penalty-collection were unheard-of or rare. It is not. 
See, e.g., 26 U.S. C. §527(j) (2006 ed.) (IRS·collectible pen· 
alty for failure to make campaign-finance disclosures); 
§5761(c) (IRS·collectible penalty for domestic sales of to· 
bacco products labeled for export); §9707 (IRS-collectible 
penalty for failure to make required health-insurance 
premium payments on behalf of mining employees). In 
Reorganized CF&I Fabricators of Utah, Inc., 518 U. S. 
213, we held that an exaction not only enforced by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue but even called a "tax" 
was in fact a penalty. "[I]f the concept of penalty means 
anything," we said, "it means punishment for an unlawful 
act or omission." Id., at 224. See also Liphe v. Lederer, 
259 U. S. 557 (1922) (same). Moreover, while the penalty 
is assessed and collected by the IRS, §5000A is adminis· 
tered both by that agency and by the Department of 
Health and Human Services (and also the Secretary of 
Veteran Affairs), see §5000A(e)(1)(D), (e)(5), (f)(1)(A)(v), 
(f)(1)(E) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), which is responsible for 
defining its substantive scope-a feature that would be 
quite extraordinary for taxes. 

The Government points out that "(t]he amount of the 
penalty will be calculated as a percentage of household 
income for federal income tax purposes, subject to a floor 
and [a] ca(p]," and that individuals who earn so little 
money that they "are not required to file income tax re· 
turns for the taxable year are not subject to the penalty" 
(though they are, as we discussed earlier, subject to the 
mandate). Petitioners' Minimum Coverage Brief 12, 53. 
But varying a penalty according to ability to pay is an 
utterly familiar practice. See, e.g., 33 U.S. C. §1319(d) 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV) ("In determining the amount of a civil 
penalty the court shall consider ... the economic impact of 
the penalty on the violator"); see also 6 U. S. C. §488e(c); 7 
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people, where legislators must weigh the need for the tax 
against the terrible price they might pay at their next 
election, which is never more than two years off. The 
Federalist No. 58 "defend[ed] the decision to give the 
origination power to the House on the ground that the 
Chamber that is more accountable to the people should 
have the primary role in raising revenue." United States 
v. Munoz-Flores, 495 U.S. 385, 395 (1990). We have no 
doubt that Congress knew precisely what it was doing 
when it rejected an earlier version of this legislation that 
imposed a tax instead of a requirement-with-penalty. See 
Aff01·dable Health Care for America Act, H. R. 3962, 111 th 
Cong., 1st Sess., §501 (2009); America's Healthy Future 
Act of2009, S. 1796, lllth Cong., 1st Sess., §1301. Impos
ing a tax through judicial legislation inverts the constitu
tional scheme, and places the power to tax in the branch of 
government least accountable to the citizenry. 

Finally, we must observe that l'ewriting §5000A as a tax 
in order to sustain its constitutionality would force us to 
confront a difficult constitutional question: whether this is 
a direct tax that must be apportioned among the States 
according to their population. Al·t. I, §9, cl. 4. Perhaps it 
is not (we have no need to address the point); but the 
meaning of the Direct Tax Clause is famously unclear, and 
its application here is a question of first imp1•ession that 
deserves more thoughtful consideration than the lick-and
a-promise accorded by the Government and its supporters. 
The Government's opening brief did not even address the 
question-perhaps because, until today, no federal court 
has accepted the implausible argument that §5000A is 
an exercise of the tax power. And once respondents raised 
the issue, the Government devoted a mere 21 lines of its 
reply brief to the issue. Petitioners' Minimum Coverage 
Reply Brief 25. At oral argument, the most prolonged 
statement about the issue was just over 50 words. Tr. of 
Oral Al·g. 79 (Mar. 27, 2012). One would expect this Court 
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The Government and those who support its position on 
this point make the remarkable argument that §5000A is 
not a tax for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act, see Brief 
for Petitioners in No. 11-398 (Anti-Injunction Act), but 
is a tax for constitutional pu1·poses, see Petitioners' Mini· 
mum Coverage Brief 52-62. The rhetorical device that 
tries to cloak this argument in superficial plausibility is 
the same device employed in arguing that for constitu
tional purposes the minimum-coverage provision is a tax: 
confusing the question of what Congress did with the 
question of what Congress could have done. What quali
fies as a tax for purposes ofthe Anti-Injunction Act, unlike 
what qualifies as a tax for purposes of the Constitution, is 
entirely within the control of Congress. Compare Bailey v. 
George, 259 U.S. 16, 20 (1922) (Anti-Injunction Act barred 
suit to restrain collections under the Child Labor Tax 
Law), with Child Labor Ta."C Case, 259 U.S., at 36-41 
(holding the same law unconstitutional as exceeding Con· 
gress' taxing power). Congress could have defined "tax" 
for purposes of that statute in such fashion as to exclude 
some exactions that in fact are "taxes." It might have 
prescribed, for example, that a particular exercise of the 
taxing power "shall not be regarded as a tax for purposes 
of the Anti-Injunction Act." But there is no such prescrip
tion here. What the Government would have us believe in 

latter directive would be superfluous if the former invoked the Anti
Injunction Act. 

Amicus also suggests that the penalty should be treated as a tax 
because it is an assessable penalty, and the Code's assessment provi
sion authorizes the Secretary of the T1·easury to assess "all taxes (in
cluding interest, additional amounts, additions to the tax, and as· 
sessable penalties) imposed by this title." §620l(a) (2006 ed., Supp. 
IV). But the fact that such items are included as "taxes" for purposes of 
assessment does not establish that they are included as "taxes" for 
purposes of othe1· sections of the Code, such as the Anti-Injunction Act, 
that do not contain similar "including" language. 
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ture of the ACA. The goal of the Act is to provide near· 
universal medical coverage, 42 U. S. C. §18091(2)(D), and 
without 100% State participation in the Medicaid pro· 
gram, attainment of this goal would be thwarted. Even if 
States could elect to remain in the old Medicaid program, 
while declining to participate in the Expansion, there 
would be a gaping hole in coverage. And if a substantial 
number of States were entirely expelled from the program, 
the number of persons without coverage would be even 
higher. 

In light of the ACA's goal of near-universal coverage, 
petitioners m·gue, if Congress had thought that anything 
less than 100% state participation was a realistic possibil· 
ity, Congress would have provided a backup scheme. But 
no such scheme is to be found anywhere in the more than 
900 pages of the Act. This shows, they maintain, that 
Congress was certain that the ACA's Medicaid offer was 
one that no State could refuse. 

In response to this argument, the Government contends 
that any cong1•essional assumption about uniform state 
participation was based on the simple fact that the offer 
of federal funds associated with the expanded coverage is 
such a generous gift that no State would want to turn it 
down. 

To evaluate these arguments, we consider the extent of 
the Federal Government's power to spend money and to 
attach conditions to money granted to the States. 

A 
No one has ever doubted that the Constitution author

izes the Federal Government to spend money, but for 
many years the scope of this power was unsettled. The 
Constitution grants Cong1·ess the power to collect taxes "to 
... provide for the ... general Welfare of the United 
States," Art. I, §8, cl. 1, and from "the foundation of the 
Nation sharp differences of opinion have persisted as to 
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tary grants, so-called grants-in-aid, became more frequent 
during the 1930's, G. Stephens & N. Wikstrom, Ameri
can Intergovernmental Relations-A Fragmented Federal 
Polity 83 (2007), and by 1950 they had 1•eached $20 billions 
or 11.6% of state and local government expenditures from 
their own sources.9 By 1970 this number had grown to 
$123.7 billionlO or 29.1% of state and local government 
expenditures from their own sources.n As of 2010, fed
eral outlays to state and local governments came to over 
$608 billion or 37.5% of state and local government 
expenditures. 12 

When Congress makes grants to the States, it customar
ily attaches conditions, and this Court has long held that 
the Constitution generally permits Congress to do this. 
See Pennhurst State School and Hospital v. Halderman, 
451 U. S. 1, 17 (1981); South Dakota v. Dole, 483 U. S. 
203, 206 (1987); Fullilove v. Klutznich, 448 U.S. 448, 474 
(1980) (opinion of Burger, C. J.); Steward Machine, supra, 
at 593. 

c 
This practice of attaching conditions to federal funds 

8This number is expressed in billions of Fiscal Year 2005 dollars. 
9See Office of Management and Budget, Historical Tables, Budget of 

the U. 8. Government, Fiscal Year 2013, Table 12.1-Summary Com· 
parison of Total Outlays for Grants to State and Local Governments: 
1940-2017 (hereinafter Table 12.1), http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/ 
budget/Historicals; id., Table 15.2-Total Government Expenditures: 
1948-2011 (hereinafter Table 15.2). 

10This number is expressed in billions of Fiscal Year 2005 dollars. 
11 See Table 12.1; Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Statistical 

Abstract of the United States: 2001, p. 262 (Table 419, Federal Grants
in-Aid Summa1·y: 1970 to 2001). 

12 See Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2012, p. 268 (Table 
431, Federal Grants-in-Aid to State and Local Governments: 1990 to 
2011). 

39127



Cite as: 567 U.S._ (2012) 33 

SCALIA, KENNEDY, THOMAS, andALITO, JJ., dissenting 

strictions articulated in our cases"). For one thing, any 
such conditions must be unambiguous so that a State at 
least knows what it is getting into. See Pennhurst, supra, 
at 17. Conditions must also be related "to the federal 
interest in particular national projects or programs," 
Massachusetts v. United States, 435 U.S. 444, 461 (1978), 
and the conditional grant of federal funds may not "induce 
the States to engage in activities that would themselves be 
unconstitutional," Dole, supra, at 210; see Lawrence County 
v. Lead-Deadwood School Dist. No. 40-1, 469 U. S. 
256, 269-270 (1985). Finally, while Congress may seek to 
induce States to accept conditional grants, Congress may 
not cross the "point at which pressure turns into compul
sion, and ceases to be inducement." Steward Machine, 301 
U. S., at 590. Accord, College Savings Bank, supra, at 687; 
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority v. Citizens for 
Abatement of Aircraft Noise, Inc., 501 U. S. 252, 285 (1991) 
(White, J., dissenting); Dole, supra, at 211. 

When federal legislation gives the States a real choice 
whether to accept or decline a federal aid package, the 
federal-state relationship is in the nature of a contractual 
relationship. See Barnes v. Gorman, 536 U.S. 181, 186 
(2002); Pennhurst, 451 U.S., at 17. And just as a contract 
is voidable if coerced, "[t]he legitimacy of Congress' power 
to legislate under the spending power ... rests on whether 
the State voluntarily and knowingly accepts the terms 
of the 'contract."' Ibid. (emphasis added). If a federal 
spending program coerces participation the States have 
not "exercise[ d) their choice"-let alone made an "informed 
choice." Id., at 17, 25. 

Coercing States to accept conditions risks the destruc
tion of the "unique role of the States in our system." 
Davis, supra, at 685 (KENNEDY, J ., dissenting). "[T]he 
Constitution has never been understood to confer upon 
Congress the ability to require the States to govern accord
ing to Congress' instructions." New Yorll, 505 U. S., at 
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168. But when the Fedel'al Government compels the 
States to take unpopular actions, "it may be state officials 
who will bear the brunt of public disapproval, while the 
federal officials who devised the regulatory program may 
remain insulated from the electoral ramifications of their 
decision." !d., at 169; see Printz, supra, at 930. For this 
reason, federal officeholders may view this "departur[e] 
from the federal structure to be in their personal interests 
... as a means of shifting responsibility for the eventual 
decision." New Yorh, 505 U.S., at 182-183. And even state 
officials may favor such a "departure from the constitu
tional plan," since uncertainty concerning responsibility 
may also permit them to escape accountability. !d., at 
182. If a program is popular, state officials may claim 
credit; if it is unpopular, they may protest that they were 
merely responding to a federal directive. 

Once it is recognized that spending-power legislation 
cannot coerce state participation, two questions remain: 
(1) What is the meaning of coercion in this context? (2) Is 
the ACA's expanded Medicaid coverage coercive? We now 
turn to those questions. 

D 
1 

The answer to the first of these questions-the meaning 
of coercion in the present context-is straightforward. As 
we have explained, the legitimacy of attaching conditions 
to federal grants to the States depends on the voluntari
ness of the States' choice to accept or decline the offered 
package. Therefore, if States really have no choice other 
than to accept the package, the offer is coercive, and the 
conditions cannot be sustained under the spending power. 
And as our decision in South Dalwta v. Dole makes clear, 
theoretical voluntariness is not enough. 

In South Dalwta v. Dole, we considered whether the 
spending power permitted Congress to condition 5% of the 
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ernment, neither the amount of the offered federal funds 
nor the amount of the federal taxes extracted from the 
taxpayers of a State to pay for the program in question is 
relevant in determining whether there is impermissible 
coercion. I d., at 41-46. 

This argument ignores reality. When a heavy federal 
tax is levied to support a federal program that offers la1·ge 
grants to the States, States may, as a practical matter, be 
unable to refuse to participate in the federal program and 
to substitute a state alternative. Even if a State believes 
that the federal program is ineffective and inefficient, 
withdrawal would likely force the State to impose a huge 
tax increase on its residents, and this new state tax would 
come on top of the federal taxes already paid by residents 
to support subsidies to participating States.13 

Acceptance of the Federal Government's interpreta· 
tion of the anticoercion rule would permit Congress to dic· 
tate policy in areas traditionally governed primal'ily at the 
state or local level. Suppose, for example, that Congress 
enacted legislation offering each State a grant equal to the 
State's en th-e annual expenditures for primary and sec
ondary education. Suppose also that this funding came 
with conditions governing such things as school curricu · 
lum, the hiring and tenure of teachers, the drawing of 
school districts, the length and hours of the school day, the 

13 JUSTICE GINSBURG argues that "[a] State ... has no claim on the 
money its residents pay in federal taxes." Ante, at 59, n. 26. This is 
true as a fm·mal matter. 'When the United States Government taxes 
United States citizens, it taxes them 'in their individual capacities' as 
'the people of America'-not as residents of a particula1· State." Ante, at 
58, n. 26 (quoting U. S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thomton, 514 U. S. 779, 
839 (1995) (KENNEDY, J., concuning)). But unless JUSTICE GINSBURG 
thinks that there is no limit to the amount of money that can be 
squeezed out of taxpayers, heavy federal taxation diminishes the 
practical ability of States to collect their own taxes. 
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133% of the federal poverty line. See § 1396a(a) 
(10)(A)(i)(Vlll). Any State that refuses to expand 
its Medicaid programs in this way is threatened with a 
severe sanction: the loss of all its federal Medicaid funds. 
See §1396c (2006 ed.). 

Medicaid has long been the largest federal program of 
grants to the States. See Brieffo1· Respondents in No. 11-
400, at 37. In 2010, the Federal Government directed 
more than $552 billion in federal funds to the States. See 
Nat. Assn. of State Budget Officers, 2010 State Expendi· 
ture Report: Examining Fiscal 2009-2011 State Spending, 
p. 7 (2011) (NASBO Report). Of this, more than $233 
billion went to pre·expansion Medicaid. See id., at 47. 14 

This amount equals nearly 22% of all state expenditures 
combined. See id., at 7. 

The States devote a larger percentage of their budgets 
to Medicaid than to any other item. Id., at 5. Federal 
funds account for anywhere from 50% to 83% of each 
State's total Medicaid expenditures, see § 1396d(b) (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV); most States receive more than $1 billion in 
federal Medicaid funding; and a quarter receive more than 

14The Federal Government has a highe1' number for federal spending 
on Medicaid. According to the Office of Management and Budget, 
federal g1'ants to the States for :Medicaid amounted to nearly $273 
billion in Fiscal Yea1· 2010. See Office of Management and Bud
get, Historical Tables, Budget of the U. S. Government, Fiscal Year 
2013, Table 12.3-Total Outlays for Grants to State and Local Gov· 
ernments by Function, Agency, and Program; 1940-2013, http;// 
www.whitehouse.gov/omblbudget/Histol'icals. In that Fiscal Year, total 
federal outlays for grants to state and local governments amounted to 
ovm· $608 billion, see Table 12.1, and state and local government 
expenditures from their own som·ces amounted to $1.6 trillion, see 
Table 15.2. Using these numbers, 44.8% of all federal outlays to both 
state and local governments was allocated to Medicaid, amounting to 
16.8% of all state and local expenditures from their own sources. 
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funding item is aid to support elementary and secondary 
education, which amounts to 12.8% of total federal outlays 
to the States, see id., at 7, 16, and equals only 6.6% of 
all state expenditures combined. See ibid. In Arizona, 
fm· example, although federal Medicaid expenditures are 
equal to 33% of all state expenditures, fedeml education 
funds amount to only 9.8% of all state expenditures. See 
ibid. And even in States with less than average federal 
Medicaid funding, that funding is at least twice the size of 
federal education funding as a percentage of state expend· 
itUl'es. ld., at 7, 16, 47. 

A State forced out of the Medicaid program would face 
burdens in addition to the loss of federal Medicaid fund· 
ing. For example, a nonparticipating State might be found 
to be ineligible for other major federal funding sources, 
such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), 
which is premised on the expectation that States will 
participate in Medicaid. See 42 U.S. C. §602(a)(3) (2006 
ed.) (requiring that ce1·tain beneficiaries of TANF funds be 
"eligible for medical assistance under the State['s Medi
caid] plan"). And withdrawal or expulsion from the Medi
caid p1·ogram would not relieve a State's hospitals of their 
obligation under federal law to p1·ovide care for patients 
who are unable to pay for medical services. The Emer· 
gency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, §1395dd, 
requires hospitals that receive any federal funding to 
provide stabilization care for indigent patients but does 
not offer federal funding to assist facilities in carrying out 
its mandate. Many of these patients are now covered by 
Medicaid. If providers could not look to the Medicaid 
program to pay for this care, they would find it exceed· 
ingly difficult to comply with federal law unless they were 
given substantial state support. See, e.g., Brief for Econ· 
omists as Amici Curiae in No 11-400, p. 11. 

For these reasons, the offer that the ACA makes to the 
States-go along with a dramatic expansion of Medicaid or 
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require expensive care. Other ACA provisions seek to 
make such policies more affordable for people of modest 
means. Finally, for low-income individuals who are 
simply not able to obtain insurance, Congress expanded 
Medicaid, transforming it from a program covering only 
members of a limited list of vulnerable groups into a pro
gram that provides at least the 1·equisite minimum level 
of coverage for the poor. See 42 U.S. C. §§1396a(a) 
(10)(A)(i)(VIII) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), 1396u-7(a), (b)(5), 
18022(a). This design was intended to provide at least 
a specified minimum level of coverage for all Americans, 
but the achievement of that goal obviously depends on 
participation by every single State. If any State-not 
to mention all of the 26 States that brought this suit
chose to decline the fede1·al offer, there would be a gaping 
hole in the ACA's coverage. 

It is true that some persons who are eligible for Medi
caid coverage under the ACA may be able to secure private 
insurance, either through their employers or by obtain
ing subsidized insurance through an exchange. See 26 
U.S. C. §36B(a) (2006 ed., Supp. IV); Brief for Respond
ents in No. 11-400, at 12. But the new federal subsidies 
are not available to those whose income is below the fed
eral poverty level, and the ACA provides no means, other 
than Medicaid, for these individuals to obtain coverage 
and comply with the Mandate. The Government counters 
that these people will not have to pay the penalty, see, e.g., 
Tr. of Oral Arg. 68 (1vfar. 28, 2012); Brief for Respondents 
in No. 11-400, at 49-50, but that argument misses the 
point: Without Medicaid, these individuals will not have 
coverage and the ACA's goal of near-universal coverage 
will be severely frustrated. 

If Congress had thought that States might actually 
refuse to go along with the expansion of Medicaid, Con
gress would surely have devised a backup scheme so that 
the most vulnerable groups in our society, those previously 
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factor who offers $1 million with few strings attached to 
50 randomly selected individuals. Just as this benefactor 
might assume that all of these 50 individuals would snap 
up his offer, so Congress assumed that every State would 
gratefully accept the fedeml funds (and conditions) to go 
with the expansion of Medicaid. 

This characterization of the ACA's offer raises obvious 
questions. If that offer is "exceedingly generous," as the 
Federal Government maintains, why have more than half 
the States brought this lawsuit, contending that the offer 
is coercive? And why did Congress find it necessary to 
threaten that any State refusing to accept this "exceed· 
ingly generous" gift would risk losing all Medicaid funds? 
Congress could have made just the new funding provided 
unde1· the ACA contingent on acceptance of the terms of 
the Medicaid Expansion. Congress took such an approach 
in some earlier amendments to Medicaid, separating new 
coverage requirements and funding from the rest of the 
program so that only new funding was conditioned on new 
eligibility extensions. See, e.g., Social Security Amend· 
ments of 1972, 86 Stat. 1465. 

Congress' decision to do otherwise here reflects its un
derstanding that the ACA offer is not an "exceedingly 
generous" gift that no State in its right mind would de· 
cline. Instead, acceptance of the offer will impose very 
substantial costs on pa1·ticipating States. It is true that 
the Federal Government will bear most of the initial costs 
associated with the Medicaid Expansion, first paying 
100% of the costs of covering newly eligible individuals 
between 2014 and 2016. 42 U.S. C. §1396d(y). But that 
is just part of the picture. Participating States will be 
forced to shoulder substantial costs as well, because after 
2019 the Federal Government will cover only 90% of the 
costs associated with the Expansion, see ibid., with state 
spending projected to increase by at least $20 billion by 
2020 as a consequence. Statement of Douglas W. Elmen-
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would be to invalidate the Medicaid Expansion. However, 
the Government proposes-in two cursory sentences at 
the very end of its brief-preserving the Expansion. Under 
its proposal, States would receive the additional Medi· 
caid funds if they expand eligibility, but States would 
keep their pre-existing Medicaid funds if they do not 
expand eligibility. We cannot accept the Government's 
suggestion. 

The reality that States were given no real choice but to 
expand Medicaid was not an accident. Congress assumed 
States would have no choice, and the ACA depends on 
States' having no choice, because its Mandate requires 
low-income individuals to obtain insurance many of them 
can afford only through the Medicaid Expansion. Fur
thermore, a State's withdrawal might subject everyone in 
the State to much higher insurance premiums. That is 
because the Medicaid Expansion will no longer offset the 
cost to the insurance industry imposed by the ACA's in
surance regulations and taxes, a point that is explained in 
more detail in the severability section below. To make the 
Medicaid Expansion optional despite the ACA's structure 
and design '"would be to make a new law, not to enforce 
an old one. This is no part of our duty."' Trade-Mark 
Cases, 100 U.S. 82, 99 (1879). 

Worse, the Government's proposed remedy introduces a 
new dynamic: States must choose between expanding 
Medicaid or paying huge tax sums to the federal fisc for 
the sole benefit of expanding Medicaid in other States. If 
this divisive dynamic between and among States can be 
introduced at all, it should be by conscious congressional 
choice, not by Court-invented inte1-pretation. We do not 
doubt that States are capable of making decisions when 
put in a tight spot. We do doubt the authority of this 
Court to put them there. 

The Government cites a severability clause codified with 
Medicaid in Chapter 7 of the United States Code stating 
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universal" health insurance coverage. §18091(2)(D) (2006 
ed., Supp. IV). The two pillars of the Act are the Individ· 
ual Mandate and the expansion of covemge under Medicaid. 
In our view, both these central provisions of the Act-the 
Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expansion-are invalid. 
It follows, as some of the parties urge, that all other pmvi
sions of the Act must fall as well. The following section 
explains the severability principles that require this con· 
elusion. This analysis also shows how closely interrelated 
the Act is, and this is all the more reason why it is judicial 
usurpation to impose an entirely new mechanism for 
withdrawal of Medicaid funding, see Part IV-F, supra, 
which is one of many examples of how rewriting the Act 
alters its dynamics. 

A 
When an unconstitutional provision is but a part of a 

more comprehensive statute, the question arises as to the 
validity of the remaining provisions. The Court's author· 
ity to declare a statute partially unconstitutional has been 
well established since Marbury v. Madison, 1 Cranch 137 
(1803), when the Court severed an unconstitutional provi
sion from the Judiciary Act of 1789. And while the Court 
has sometimes applied "at least a modest presumption in 
favor of ... severability," C. Nelson, Statutory Intel·preta· 
tion 144 (2010), it has not always done so, see, e.g., Minne· 
sota v. Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians, 526 U. S. 
172, 190-195 (1999). 

An automatic or too cursory severance of statutory 
provisions risks "rewrit[ing] a statute and giv[ing] it an 
effect altogether different from that sought by the meas· 
ure viewed as a whole." Railroad Retirement Bd. v. Alton 
R. Co., 295 U. S. 330, 362 (1935). The Judiciary, if it 
orders uncritical severance, then assumes the legislative 
function; for it imposes on the Nation, by the Com·t's 
decree, its own new statutory regime, consisting of poli-
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gress would not, those provisions, too, must be invalidated. 
See Alasha Airlines, supra, at 685 ("(T]he unconstitu · 
tiona! provision must be severed unless the statute ere· 
ated in its absence is legislation that Congress would not 
have enacted"); see also Free Enterprise Fund, supra, at 
_ (slip op., at 29) ("(N]othing in the statute's text or 
historical context makes it 'evident' that Congress, faced 
with the limitations imposed by the Constitution, would 
have preferred no Board at all to a Board whose membe1·s 
m·e removable at will"); Ayotte v. Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New Eng., 546 U.S. 320, 330 (2006) ("Would the 
legislature have preferred what is left of its statute to no 
statute at all"); Denver Area Ed. Telecommunications 
Consortium, Inc. v. FCC, 518 U.S. 727, 767 (1996) (plural· 
ity opinion) ("Would Congress still have passed §lO(a) had 
it known that the remaining provisions were invalid" 
(internal quotation marks and brackets omitted)). 

The two inquiries-whether the remaining provisions 
will operate as Congress designed them, and whether 
Congress would have enacted the remaining provisions 
standing alone-often are interrelated. In the ordinary 
course, if the remaining provisions cannot operate accord· 
ing to the congressional design (the first inquiry), it almost 
necessarily follows that Congress would not have enacted 
them (the second inquiry). This close interaction may 
explain why the Court has not always been precise in 
distinguishing between the two. There are, however, 
occasions inwhich the severability standa1·d's first inquiry 
(statutory functionality) is not a proxy for the second 
inquiry (whether the Legislature intended the remaining 
provisions to stand alone). 

B 

The Act was passed to enable affordable, "near-universal" 
health insurance coverage. 42 U.S. C. §18091(2)(D). 
The resulting, complex statute consists of mandates and 
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ed., Supp. IV), 42 U.S. C. §18071 (2006 ed., Supp. IV) 
(federal subsidies). The Federal Government's increased 
spending is offset by new taxes and cuts in other federal 
expenditures, including reductions in Medicare and in 
federal payments to hospitals. See, e.g., §1395ww(r) (Med
icare cuts); ACA Title IX, Subtitle A, 124 Stat. 84 7 ("Rev
enue Offset Provisions"). Employers with at least 50 
employees must either provide employees with adequate 
health benefits or pay a financial exaction if an employee 
who qualifies for federal subsidies purchases insurance 
through an exchange. See 26 U.S. C. §4980H (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV). 

In short, the Act attempts to achieve near-universal 
health insurance coverage by spreading its costs to indi
viduals, insurers, governments, hospitals, and employers
while, at the same time, offsetting significant portions 
of those costs with new benefits to each group. For ex
ample, the Federal Government bears the burden of pay
ing billions for the new entitlements mandated by the 
Medicaid Expansion and federal subsidies for insurance 
purchases on the exchanges; but it benefits from reduc
tions in the reimbursements it pays to hospitals. Hospi
tals lose those reimbursements; but they benefit from the 
decrease in uncompensated care, for under the insurance 
regulations it is easier for individuals with pre-existing 
conditions to purchase coverage that increases payments 
to hospitals. Insurance companies bear new costs imposed 
by a collection of insurance regulations and taxes, including 
"guaranteed issuen and "community rating" requirements 
to give coverage regardless of the insured's pre-existing 
conditions; but the insurers benefit from the new, healthy 
purchasers who are forced by the Individual Mandate 
to buy the insurers' product and from the new low
income Medicaid recipients who will enroll in insurance 
companies' Medicaid-funded managed care programs. In 
summary, the Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expan-
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able statutory provisions that did not burden the parties). 
It would be particularly destructive of sound government 
to apply such a rule with regard to a multifaceted piece of 
legislation like the ACA. It would take years, perhaps 
decades, for each of its provisions to be adjudicated sepa
rately-and for some of them (those simply expending 
federal funds) no one may have separate standing. The 
Federal Government, the States, and private parties ought 
to know at once whether the entire legislation fails. 

The opinion now explains in Part V-C-1, infra, why the 
Act's major provisions are not severable from the Mandate 
and Medicaid Expansion. It proceeds from the insurance 
regulations and taxes (C-1-a), to the reductions in reim
bursements to hospitals and other Medicare reductions 
(C-1-b), the exchanges and their federal subsidies (C-1-c), 
and the employer responsibility assessment (C-1-d). 
Part V-C-2, infra, explains why the Act's minor provi
sions also are not severable. 

1 
The Act's Major Provisions 

Major provisions of the Affordable Care Act-i.e., the 
insurance regulations and taxes, the reductions in federal 
reimbursements to hospitals and other Medicare spend
ing reductions, the exchanges and their federal subsidies, 
and the employer responsibility assessment--cannot remain 
once the Individual Mandate and Medicaid Expansion are 
invalid. That result follows from the undoubted inability 
of the othe1· major provisions to operate as Congress in
tended without the Individual Mandate and Medicaid 
Expansion. Absent the invalid portions, the other major 
provisions could impose enormous risks of unexpected bur
dens on patients, the health-care community, and the 
fedeml budget. That consequence would be in absolute 
conflict with the ACA's design of "shared responsibility," 
and would pose a threat to the Nation that Congress did 
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The actual cost of the regulations and taxes may be 
more or less than predicted. What is known, however, is 
that severing other provisions from the Individual Man· 
date and Medicaid Expansion necessarily would impose 
significant risks and real uncertainties on insurance com· 
panies, their customers, all other major actors in the sys
tem, and the government treasury. And what also is 
known is this: Unnecessary risks and avoidable uncertain
ties are hostile to economic progress and fiscal stability 
and thus to the safety and welfare of the Nation and the 
Nation's freedom. If those risks and uncertainties are to 
be imposed, it must not be by the Judiciary. 

b 
Reductions in Reimbursements to Hospitals and 

Other Reductions in Medicare Expenditures 
The Affordable Care Act reduces payments by the Fed· 

era! Government to hospitals by more than $200 billion 
over 10 years. See 42 U.S. C. §1395ww(b)(3)(B)(xi)-(xii) 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV); §1395ww(q); §1395ww(r); §13961·-
4(±)(7). 

The concept is straightforward: Near-universal coverage 
will reduce uncompensated care, which will increase has· 
pitals' revenues, which will offset the government's re
ductions in Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements to 
hospitals. Responsibility will be shared, as burdens and 
benefits balance each other. This is typical of the whole 
dynamic of the Act. 

Invalidating the key mechanisms for expanding insur
ance coverage, such as community rating and the Medi· 
caid Expansion, without invalidating the reductions in 
Medicare and Medicaid, distorts the ACA's design of 
"shared 1·esponsibility." Some hospitals may be forced to 
raise the cost of care in orde1· to offset the reductions in 
1·eimbursements, which could mise the cost of insurance 
p1·emiums, in contravention of the Act's goal of "lowe1·[ing] 
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be needed to offset the costs of the Medicaid Expansion, 
the reductions would no longer operate in the manner 
Congress intended. They would lose their justification and 
foundation. In addition, to prese1·ve them would be "to 
eliminate a significant quid pro quo of the legislative com· 
promise" and create a statute Congress did not enact. 
Legal Services Corporation v. Velazquez, 531 U.S. 533, 
561 (2001) (SCALIA, J., dissenting). It is no secret that 
cutting Medicare is unpopular; and it is most improbable 
Congress would have done so without at least the assur· 
ance that it would render the ACA deficit-neutral. See 
ACA §§ 1563(a)(1), (2), 124 Stat. 270. 

c 
Health Insurance Exchanges and Their Federal 

Subsidies 
The ACA requires each State to establish a health· 

insurance "exchange." Each exchange is a one-stop mar· 
ketplace for individuals and small businesses to compare 
community-rated health insurance and purchase the 
policy of their choice. The exchanges cannot operate in the 
manner Congress intended if the Individual Mandate, 
Medicaid Expansion, and insurance regulations cannot 
remain in force. 

The Act's design is to allocate billions of federal dolla1·s 
to subsidize individuals' purchases on the exchanges. In
dividuals with incomes between 100 and 400 percent of 
the poverty level receive tax credits to offset the cost of 
insurance to the individual purchaser. 26 U. S. C. §36B 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV); 42 U. S. C. §18071 (2006 ed., Supp. 
IV). By 2019, 20 million of the 24 million people who will 
obtain insurance through an exchange are expected to 
receive an average federal subsidy of $6,460 per person. 
See CBO, Analysis of the Major Health Care Legislation 
Enacted in March 2010, pp. 18-19 (Mar. 30, 2011). With
out the community-rating insurance regulation, howeve1·, 
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changes so the shopper can compare benefits and prices. 
But the compm·ison cannot be made in the way Congress 
designed if the prices depend on the shopper's pre-existing 
health conditions. The prices would vary from person to 
person. So without community rating-which prohibits 
insurers from basing the price of insurance on p1·e-existing 
conditions-the exchanges cannot operate in the manner 
Congress intended. 

d 
Employer-Responsibility Assessment 

The employer responsibility assessment provides an 
incentive for employers with at least 50 employees to 
provide their employees with health insurance options 
that meet minimum criteria. See 26 U.S. C. §4980H 
(2006 ed., Supp. IV). Unlike the Individual Mandate, 
the employer-responsibility assessment does not require 
employers to provide an insurance option. Instead, it re· 
quires them to make a payment to the Federal Govern· 
ment if they do not offer insurance to employees and if 
insurance is bought on an exchange by an employee who 
qualifies for the exchange's federal subsidies. See ibid. 

For two reasons, the employer-responsibility assessment 
must be invalidated. First, the ACA makes a direct link 
between the employer-responsibility assessment and the 
exchanges. The financial assessment against employers 
occurs only under certain conditions. One of them is the 
purchase of insurance by an employee on an exchange. 
With no exchanges, there are no purchases on the ex· 
changes; and with no purchases on the exchanges, there is 
nothing to trigger the employer-responsibility assessment. 

Second, after the invalidation of burdens on individuals 
(the Individual Mandate), insurers (the insurance regu· 
lations and taxes), States (the Medicaid Expansion), the 
Federal Government (the federal subsidies for exchanges 
and for the Medicaid Expansion), and hospitals (the reduc· 
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minor provision will be the price paid for support of a 
major provision. So, if the majo1· provision were unconsti
tutional, Congress would not have passed the minor one. 

Without the ACA's major provisions, many of these 
minor provisions will not operate in the manner Congress 
intended. For example, the tax inc1·eases are "Revenue 
Offset Provisions" designed to help offset the cost to the 
Federal Government of programs like the Medicaid Ex
pansion and the exchanges' federal subsidies. See Title 
IX, Subtitle A-Revenue Offset Provisions, 124 Stat. 847. 
With the Medicaid Expansion and the exchanges invali
dated, the tax increases no longer operate to offset costs, 
and they no longer serve the pUl'pose in the Act's scheme 
of "shared responsibility" that Congress intended. 

Some provisions, such as requiring chain restaurants to 
display nutritional content, appear likely to operate as 
Congress intended, but they fail the second test for sever· 
ability. There is no reason to believe that Congress would 
have enacted them independently. The CoUl't has not 
previously had occasion to consider sevembility in the con· 
text of an omnibus enactment like the ACA, which in· 
eludes not only many provisions that are ancillary to its 
central provisions but also many that a1·e entirely unre· 
lated-hitched on because it was a quick way to get them 
passed despite opposition, or because their proponents 
could exact their enactment as the quid pro quo for their 
needed support. When we are confronted with such a so· 
called "Christmas tree," a law to which many nongermane 
ornaments have been attached, we think the proper rule 
must be that when the tree no longer exists the ornaments 
are superfluous. We have no reliable basis for knowing 
which pieces of the Act would have passed on their own. It 
is certain that many of them would not have, and it is not 
a p1·oper function of this Court to guess which. To sever 
the statute in that manner '"would be to make a new law, 
not to enforce an old one. This is not part of OUl' duty."' 
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cerns and places an unaccustomed stmin upon the Union. 
Those States that decline the Medicaid Expansion must 
subsidize, by the federal tax dollars taken from their 
citizens, vast grants to the States that accept the Medicaid 
Expansion. If that destabilizing political dynamic, so 
antagonistic to a harmonious Union, is to be introduced at 
all, it should be by Congress, not by the Judiciary. 

The values that should have determined our course to
day are caution, minimalism, and the understanding that 
the Federal Government is one of limited powers. But 
the Court's ruling undermines those values at every turn. 
In the name of restraint, it overreaches. In the name of 
constitutional avoidance, it creates new constitutional 
questions. In the name of cooperative federalism, it un
dermines state sovereignty. 

The Constitution, though it dates from the founding of 
the Republic, has powerful meaning and vital relevance 
to our own times. The constitutional protections that this 
case involves are protections of structure. Structural 
protections-notably, the 1·estraints imposed by federalism 
and separation of powers-are less romantic and have less 
obvious a connection to personal freedom than the provi
sions of the Bill of Rights or the Civil War Amendments. 
Hence they tend to be undervalued or even forgotten by 
our citizens. It should be the responsibility of the Court to 
teach otherwise, to remind our people that the Framers 
considm·ed structural protections of freedom the most im
portant ones, for which 1•eason they alone were embod
ied in the original Constitution and not left to later 
amendment. The fragmentation of power produced by the 
structure of our Government is central to liberty, and 
when we destroy it, we place liberty at periL Today's 
decision should have vindicated, should have taught, this 
truth; instead, our judgment today has disregarded it. 

For the reasons here stated, we would find the Act in
valid in its entirety. We respectfully dissent. 
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'substantial effects' test under the Commerce Clause is 
inconsistent with the original understanding of Congress' 
powers and with this Court's early Commerce Clause 
cases." United States v. Morrison, 529 U.S. 598, 627 
(2000) (THOMAS, J., concurring); see also Lopez, supta, at 
584-602 (THOMAS, J., concurring); Gonzales v. Raich, 545 
U. S. 1, 67-69 (2005) (THOlVIAS, J., dissenting). As I have 
explained, the Court's continued use of that test "has 
encouraged the Federal Government to persist in its view 
that the Commerce Clause has virtually no limits." Morri
son, supta, at 627. The Government's unprecedented 
claim in this suit that it may regulate not only economic 
activity but also inactivity that substantially affects inter
state commerce is a case in point. 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: nathan.h.atkins@ John.estus@okhouse.gov; Trait Thompson
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 3:26:00 PM

FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until SCOTUS
makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
Please let me know if any of your bosses are planning on saying anything radically different. Thank
you.
 

Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
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the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

39148

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup
Subject: SCOTUS/obamacare ruling
Date: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 1:27:00 PM

Governor, if the SCOTUS/Obamacare ruling is on Thursday, would you want us to work with the RGA
to try and book national media appearances? You are booked Thursday through 5 pm but evening
television/radio is a possibility. Friday you are open starting 1:30 pm although I realize you are trying
to get to the lake.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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January 20, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20201 
 
Dear Secretary Sebelius; 
 
Many of us believe the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) should be 
repealed by Congress if the courts do not strike it down first.  But, with no assurance of 
either outcome, we face the decision of whether to participate in the bill by operating 
state exchanges, or to let the federal government take on that task, if the bill remains in 
effect in 2013.   
 
In addition to its constitutional infringements, we believe the system proposed by the 
PPACA is seriously flawed, favors dependency over personal responsibility, and will 
ultimately destroy the private insurance market.  Because of this, we do not wish to be 
the federal government’s agent in this policy in its present form. 
 
We wish states had been given more opportunity to provide input when the PPACA was 
being drafted. We believe in its current form the law will force our health care system 
down a path sure to lead to higher costs and the disruption or discontinuation of millions 
of Americans’ insurance plans. Though we still have grave concerns with other 
provisions of the PPACA, we suggest the following improvements: 
 

• Provide states with complete flexibility on operating the exchange, most 
importantly the freedom to decide which licensed insurers are permitted to offer 
their products 

 
• Waive the bill’s costly mandates and grant states the authority to choose benefit 

rules that meet the specific needs of their citizens. 
 

• Waive the provisions that discriminate against consumer-driven health plans, 
such as health savings accounts (HSA’s) 
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Page Two 
January 20, 2011 

 
• Provide blanket discretion to individual states if they chose to move non-disabled 

Medicaid beneficiaries into the exchanges for their insurance coverage  
without the need of further HHS approval. 

 
• Deliver a comprehensive plan for verifying incomes and subsidy amounts for 

exchange participants that is not an unfunded mandated but rather fully funded 
by the federal government and is certified as workable by an independent 
auditor. 

 
• Commission a new and objective assessment of how many people will end up in 

the exchanges and on Medicaid in every state as a result of the legislation 
(including those "offloaded" by employers), and at what potential cost to state 
governments.  The study must be conducted by a neutral third-party research 
organization agreed to by the states represented in this letter. 

 
We hope the Administration will accommodate our states' individual circumstances and 
needs, as we believe the PPACA in its current form threatens to destroy our budgets 
and perpetuate and magnify the most costly aspects of our health care system.  While 
we hope for your endorsement, if you do not agree, we will move forward with our own 
efforts regardless and HHS should begin making plans to run exchanges under its own 
auspices.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Governor Mitch Daniels (IN) 
Governor Haley Barbour (MS) 
Governor Bobby Jindal (LA) 
Governor Nathan Deal (GA) 
Governor Butch Otter (small changes/need to verify) (ID) 
Governor Paul LePage (ME) 
Governor Tom Corbett (PA) 
Governor Bill Haslam (TN) (tentative yes, had some clarification questions, need to 
confirm) 
Governor Rick Perry (TX) 
Governor Gary Herbert (small changes/have not rec’d) (UT) 
Governor Bob McDonnell (small changes/have not rec’d) (VA) 
Governor Scott Walker (WI) 
Governor Robert Bentley (AL) (tentative yes, need final) 
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Pending: 
Governor Jan Brewer (AZ) – some concern over tone given their waiver request; will call 
Governor Rick Scott (FL) 
Governor Eddie Calvo (Guam) 
Governor Terry Branstad (IA) 
Governor Sam Brownback (KS) 
Govnoer Dave Heineman (NE) 
Governor Brian Sandoval (NV) 
Governor Chris Christie (NJ) 
Governor Susan Martinez (NM) 
Governor Jack Dalrymple (ND) 
Governor John Kasich (OH) 
Governor Mary Fallin (OK) (some concerns with state situation but will call) 
Governor Nikki Haley (SC) 
Governor Dennis Daugaard (SD) 
Governor Matthew Mean (WY) 
 
 
 
No: 
Governor Sean Parnell (AK – they did not accept any exchange planning funding and 
feel it would be awkward) 
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Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary 

Mary Fallin 
Governor 

November 19,2012 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H 
Washington, DC 20201 

RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 

I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services' (HHS) request that each 
state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health insurance exchange as 
outlined in PP ACA. While I remain deeply committed to the health of Oklahomans, it would be 
irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an insurance exchange based on the 
information provided by HHS to date. Our state will not establish a transitional reinsurance program as 
outlined in PP A CA. However, Oklahoma will elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our 
citizens referred to Medicaid from a federal insurance exchange. 

I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate greater access 
to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma. My hope is that we can engage in future conversations that 
allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare reform, create efficiencies m 
entitlement programs and empower individuals to take responsibility for their own health. 

The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to anything related to PPACA is as follows: 

Terry Cline, PhD 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. lOth Street 
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117 
Phone: (405) 271 -4200 

f;~1~ 
Mary Fallin 
Governor 
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Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary 

Mary Fallin 
Governor 

November 19,2012 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIJO) 
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H 
Washington, DC 20201 

RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 

1 am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services' (HHS) request that each 
state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health insurance exchange as 
outlined in PPACA. While I remain deeply committed to the health of Oklahomans, it would be 
irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an insurance exchange based on the 
information provided by HHS to date. Our state will not establish a transitional reinsurance program as 
outlined in PPACA. However, Oklahoma will elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our 
citizens referred to Medicaid from a federal insurance exchange. 
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Mary Fallin 
Governor 
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Dear Governor: 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

November 9, 2012 

Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 

This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Level 1 and Level2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 

As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 

The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14, 2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1, 2013. 

Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The tinaJ deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15, 2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 
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November 9, 2012 
Page 2 

We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Sebelius 
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Dear Governor: 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

November 9, 2012 

Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 

This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Level 1 and Level2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 

As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 

The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14, 2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1, 2013. 

Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The tinaJ deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15, 2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 
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November 9, 2012 
Page 2 

We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Sebelius 
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Selfless Citizen Making a Difference or the Muslim Brotherhood Burrowing Deep Into the Oklahoma County Sheriff Dept?
Date: Sunday, September 09, 2012 8:44:07 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

 
 
 

Further Proof on
Slimebag Bobby Cleveland

 
 

We had someone do a report from the last Cleveland County GOP
meeting, more of their impression of what went down than an article. 
They aren’t one of our regular writers but gave an unbiased viewpoint. 

 

 Hi Al,

 Here are my notes and impressions of that meeting.
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Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in

 Paul Wesselhoft did speak and didn't like the way they were trying
to change the rules.  Mostly the hurry up and do it now without a
chance to study the changes.  I have not heard if/when the next
meeting is.  And then there's the time discrepancy thing.   Most of
us were told that this meeting was to start at7:00 pm but it really
started at 6:00.

.Most of the meeting was taken up with trying to get us to agree to
the rules changes Bobbie Cleveland wanted.  Another great question
is why he chose to have this meeting while the convention was
going on and so many people were delegates and at the
convention--the real movers and shakers in the Republican party.
 Of course they're going to blame the Ron Paul people and say they
didn't want them there. 

 Absolutely no excuse.  They had every right to be there.  I think
the first email I got about it was about a week before it was
scheduled.  Not a lot of notice.

 And then there is the sign thing.  If we want a Romney sign we are
supposed to go  to Rep headquarters and BUY one.

 Aaron Stiles and Sheriff Joe Lester tried a while back to get Bobby
Cleveland removed as Cleveland county chairman, but were
unsuccessful.  I don't know what happened.  It seems that Mat
Pinell is in Bobbie's corner.  Not positive, but that's what I'm told. 
I'm beginning to wonder if some of these people aren't really closet
Obama supporters.  They're doing a fine job

of splintering the Republican party at a time we need to stand
together.

 And of course there's the ACOG thing that Bobbie says he doesn't
support, but he's a member and seems to do things their way.  The
Norman Tea Party had an Agenda 21 conference a couple of
months back.  Everyone thought it was great that Bobbie was there-
-he must believe it now etc.  Trouble is he spent most of the time
he was seen sleeping in his car.

 I probably forgot some things, but that's most of it.  Thanks for
your help and any future ideas.  I'm too ignorant to know what to
do, except this.

 

 Here is another email we got after we published the story on Cleveland
County GOP refusing to give out precinct chair contact information and
trying to control who got to vote:

Roger Warren was not permitted to speak at this meeting and told
that he was not a precinct chair.  He's 100% accurate about being
refused the information as to who the other precinct chairs are--I
was too.  Eve Spaulding says it's a privacy issue.

There were other chairs there that said they didn't know about the
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Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

meeting except for Roger emailing them. 

I think it was Steve Byas that said (at the meeting) trying to get us
to pass these rules after having them for 1 hour was shades of
Nancy Pelosi and pass it now, read it later.

 

 Here is another email supporting Roger Warren’s version of how Bobby
Cleveland is disenfranchising Republicans in Cleveland County.  This was
forwarded to us after we put out the call for more proof.  Some
information was redacted to protect the person that sent the email:

 

I am a precinct chair--precinct xx.  Tell anybody you want to.  It's
not a secret.  Or at least I didn't think it was supposed to be.  I was
told the meeting started at 7:00.  Now you're saying it is at 6:00?
 Guess I'd better be there at 6:00 ????

 Yes, I've tried to get info even on my own precinct for email
addresses and they said they didn't have them.  I don't know who
the other precinct chairs are either.  Looks like I need to do lots of
digging.

 

 

 

Vegan by Legislation

 

This link is from B.L. Cozad from Lawton, the guy that is organizing the
rural interests against Agenda 21 and other threats to freedom here in
Oklahoma.   B.L. ran against Representative Don Armes in the Republican
primary so he is one to put his time and money on the line in defense of
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freedom.

 

The link covers the targeting of North Dakota by the Humane Society.  
Their intent is to make animal cruelty charges a felony and to prohibit
those convicted of owning a pet for five years after the conviction.   While
no one defends animal cruelty this is a back door attempt to get their foot
in the door in North Dakota, increase the prison time for animal cruelty
before they redefine what animal cruelty is.   The Humane Society’s stated
goals are to end pet ownership and end the use of farm animals for food,
recreation, and fiber.  They are also fighting to make it illegal to use
animals for medical testing and biomedical research.

 
 

One of the responses in the comment section gave some information that
I was unaware of:

The Humane Society gives less than one percent of their income to animal
shelters and operates zero shelters themselves while spending millions of
dollars on animal rights campaigns designed to end hunting, fishing, and
agriculture.

 
 

The Humane Society has poor charity-evaluation marks. CharityWatch
(formerly the American Institute of Philanthropy) reissued HSUS’s “D”
rating in December 2011, finding that HSUS spends as little as 49 percent
of its budget on its programs. Additionally, the 2011 Animal People News
Watchdog Report discovered that HSUS spends about 43 percent of its
budget on overhead costs.

 

The Humane Society has had six members of Congress ask that their 501
C3 tax exempt status be investigated over their attempts to influence
public policy.

 
 

The Humane Society spends more money on their executive pension plan
than they do on funding animal shelters.

 
 

The pet sheltering community believes the Humane Society misleads
Americans. According to a nationally representative poll of 400 animal
shelters, rescues, and animal control agencies, 71 percent agree that
“HSUS misleads people into thinking it is associated with local animal
shelters.”  Additionally, 79 percent agree that HSUS is “a good source of
confusion for a lot of our donors.
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While it raises money with pictures of cats and dogs, HSUS has an anti-
meat vegan agenda. Speaking to an animal rights conference in 2006,
HSUS’s then vice president for farm animal issues stated that HSUS’s goal
is to “get rid of the entire [animal agriculture] industry” and that “we
don’t want any of these animals to be raised and killed.”

 
 

HSUS’s CEO has said that convicted dogfighting kingpin Michael Vick
“would do a good job as a pet owner.” Following Vick’s release from
prison, HSUS has helped “rehabilitate” Michael Vick’s public image. Of
course, a $50,000 “grant” from the Philadelphia Eagles didn’t hurt.

 
 

Humane Society senior management includes a former spokesman for the
Animal Liberation Front (ALF), a criminal group designated as “terrorists”
by the FBI. HSUS president Wayne Pacelle hired John “J.P.” Goodwin in
1997, the same year Goodwin described himself as “spokesperson for the
ALF” while he fielded media calls in the wake of an ALF arson attack at a
California meat processing plant. In 1997, when asked by reporters for a
reaction to an ALF arson fire at a farmer’s feed co-op in Utah (which
nearly killed a family sleeping on the premises), Goodwin replied, “We’re
ecstatic.”

 
 

The IRS is currently investigating the HSUS as to its under-reporting and
over-lobbying activity as a 501©(3) organization.  Millions in back-taxes
and penalties could be assessed if the IRS would conclude this 3-year old
investigation.

 
 

Congressmen are now urging the Justice Department to investigate HSUS
non-compliance with the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, as anyone that
attempts to influence legislation via continued contact with Congress
and/or staffers is required to register as a lobbyist.  HSUS has never done
this.
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Dave Bell receives Endorsement
 

On September 6th   Senatorial Candidate Dave Bell received an
endorsement for State Senate District 11 from  former Tulsa City
Councilman Roscoe Turner.  Turner has a reputation of being a straight
shooter and against corruption and special influence in Tulsa municipal
affairs and will bring a welcome boost to Dave Bell’s campaign against
liberal Democrat Jabar Shumate.

 You can reach Dave Bell through his website.   Dave is a retired state
trooper and one of the most conservative Republicans you will find.    He
is very much against the flood of illegal immigrants and speaks out against
those that abuse police powers, and is a strong supporter of the 2nd

Amendment.  He could use all the help he could get to win this Senate
seat as the Republican Party has refused to get involved.
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House District 23 Chambercrat

Wins Primary
 

Republicans in House District 23 need to learn to distinguish between
individuals who claim the Conservative mantle and true Conservative
candidates who will represent their interest in the halls of the State
House. Once again local and state party leaders have mislead the voting
public into believing they were getting a Conservative nominated to
represent them, but instead are getting someone who will be beholding to
the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce.

 
 

 The individual I’m talking about is Terry O’Donnell.

 
 

At first glance, he says all the right things to indicate that he is a
conservative politician, lower taxes, second amendment rights and
freedom of religion in state government. Strike one was when he replaced
shrinking the size of government with “He will work to reduce the waste
and duplication in government to make it more efficient and effective.”
That is not the same as reducing the size of government.

 
 

 8Strike two was on his press release page. He proudly displays a press
release from his campaign that says as a headline “State Chamber
EndorsesTerry Odonnel for State House of Representatives in District 23.
  The concern here is what promises he made to the State Chamber of
Commerce in order to get that endorsement. As outlined in previous
articles in the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter, the State Chamber has an
Agenda of its own, and their way of getting it is to support candidates who
will support their agenda. Those politicians are the ones we call
Chambercrats.

 
 

 After reading his campaign web site, what was found at the Ethics
Commission website was really no surprise. Strike three was finding one of
President Obama’s largest campaign fund bundlers on the list. I know of
no true conservative politician that would accept campaign funds from
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George Kaiser., the very same man who made millions off of tax payers
when Solyndra went bankrupt.

 
 

 Now having received the State Chambers endorsement, it was no surprise
to find some of the biggest contributors to the State Chamber donating to
Mr. O’Donnell. There were the usual suspects like the Greater Oklahoma
City Chamber of Commerce and Chesapeake Energy’s PAC, along with a
few others.

 
 

 For a man that brags on his campaign site about protecting small
business, Mr. O’Donnell gives the appearance of having already sold out to
big business before he ever even gets elected to the office he seeks. If he
is a true conservative, he would return all the PAC money he has received,
the donation from George Kaiser and denounce the endorsement from
the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce. Until he does that, he will
just be considered another politician bought and paid for by the
Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce.

 
 

 Based on all available information at this time, the Sooner Tea Party
cannot recommend a yes vote for Terry O’Donnell. We have enough
Chambercrats and RINOs already.
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A Model Citizen Helping Others?
 

An Attempt to Influence the Jury Pool in
a Federal Criminal Case?

 
Or the Muslim Brotherhood Burrowing

Deep Into Oklahoma Law Enforcement?
 

 

Sheriff John Whetsel might have opened up a major security breach in our
state, local, and national security when he allowed a wealthy donor to
play policeman.

 
 
 Here is what we know about Eli Tanios Jarjoura.   He has a  1988-89
issued  Social Security card number, is of Lebanese or Syrian descent, and
comes from a Beirut Lebanon family.   Up till the year 2007 he had a
 single dental practice and a modest  $120,000 home.   Suddenly his assets
skyrocket into eight practices in purchased buildings, he  purchases a
million dollar home, and Jarjoura starts donating money hand over fist to
local Law Enforcement Agencies.    
 
 

There was a 2007 Harrah police department  donation,  a 2008 $25,000.00
donation to Sheriff Whetsel’s reserve department,  and then multiple cars
donated to Whetsel’s department.   The car deals allegedly are part of a
back room deal though the  David Stanley dealership who is wanting the
current 911 call center located adjacent to their car lot if the 36th street 
public safety complex ever manages to be built.   David Stanley wants that
property and they are greasing the skids in preparation by enabling
Jarjoura’s multiple vehicle donations.

 
 

Despite only being a reserve deputy Jarjoura has immersed himself in law
enforcement far beyond what a normal person would do.    He even
joined the International Chiefs of Police, one of the few if not the only
reserve officer to do so.   His information is highlighted in red type near
the bottom of this document taken from the organization’s archived
newsletter/magazine.    Jarjoura has also orchestrated a bartering
system/donation system for the benefit of reserve and regular deputies
something that the IRS might find of interest.
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International Chiefs of Police new members outlined in red type,
November of 2009

 

The amount of donations is excessive even for a wealthy donor.   In one
instance Jarjoura donated four brand new vehicles, a Ford Mustang, a
Chevy Camaro, a Dodge Charger, and a Dodge Challenger that were
named after Jarjoura’s four daughters.    A post found on a LEO (Law
Enforcement Officer) website showed that Whetsel may be driving one of
the four donated vehicles along with a mention of two other donations for
a brand new Mini Cooper and a brand new Hummer.

 

 

But most concerning is that one of the donated vehicles is unusually
outfitted with serious high tech electronics and has appeared to be
reserved for Jarjoura’s personal use.  This article states that the vehicle

39170

http://t.ymlp314.net/hmbyazabjsyaoabsarajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp314.net/hmbyazabjsyaoabsarajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp314.net/hmhsanabjsyarabsaxajbju/click.php


has a ELSAG's LPR license plate scanner that is connected to the FBI’s
National Crime Information Center

 

Allegedly the most advanced police car in Oklahoma is garaged at
22750 North May,  the 1.1 million dollar home of Eli Tanios
Jarjoura.   Jarjoura bought the million dollar home at an Oklahoma
County Sheriff auction in 2010 for 500,000.00.    Jarjoura is also on
the Sheriff Tactical Team, the SWAT style assault team fielded by
the Oklahoma County Sheriff Department, as the “medical” officer. 
This is the same unit that has had two MP 5 sub machine guns go
missing.  These fully automatic weapons are who knows where by
now.

Okay so the guy likes to play cops and robbers.  What is all the fuss
about?  Well, Mr. Jarjoura turns out to have a criminal past and
recently has been indicted on federal charges of defrauding
Medicaid.

Jarjoura was indicted for medical fraud in January of 2010 after
getting caught offering “inducements” for parents to bring in
children eligible for the Sooner Care dental care program.  The
federal case number CV-00025-L in the Western District of
Oklahoma covers eleven dentists or professional corporations that
are either partners involved in Bright Smiles dental company or
closely tied with them and the court case alleges $15,000,000.00 in
Medicare fraud at seven locations of the Bright Smiles dental
company. 

 

In addition to offering 7-11 gas cards since approximately 2008, the
Bright Smiles dental company offered free transportation, also in
violation of both Sooner Care and Medicaid provider contracts.   This
would be fine for customers that were paying for their dental work
out of their own pockets but it amounts to trolling for patients and
defrauding the government when inducements are offered to those
whose bills are paid by the taxpayers.   The whole point is to make
it that much easier for a poor patient to take advantage of
government largess and to remove any skin in the game they might
have.

 
 

The court records reflect that one young child named Ty Borden
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was taken to the Norman office of Bright Smiles where Sooner Care
was billed $67.00 for cleaning and $283.00 for filling a cavity.  The
young child was then sent to the Edmond Bright Smiles office where
Sooner Care was billed for $3,498.00 in dental care including two
root canals, anesthesia by nitrous oxide and anesthesia by IV, and
the capping of five baby teeth.   That’s right, baby teeth… and
rarely are root canals done on baby teeth for the reasons outlined in
this link.   Caps are done on occasion but there are alternatives that
are cheaper.   But you and I were paying the bills through Uncle
Sam and the State of Oklahoma so what the heck.

 
 

29) 42 U.S.C. S. 1320a-7(b) makes it criminal to offer, pay, solicit,
or receive an inducements or rewards for work done that is paid for
by the federal health care program.

 

As the car is the second most technologically advanced police
vehicle in the state, completely wired into the entire law
enforcement information system, it can receive every confidential
messages sent to LEO at the county, state, and even federal level
including Homeland Security updates and warnings.  The only other
vehicle in the entire state that has more communication equipment
is the sheriff department’s mobile command post.
 
 

But the guy is a reserve cop, right?   So he is squeaky clean and all
that, right?  Well, not really….

 
 

Turns out Eli Tanios Jarjoura had a 1994 Grand Larceny case
dismissed with costs that originated in what they call the grey area
of Cleveland County and Oklahoma County.  This is where
Oklahoma City overlaps into Cleveland County so where criminal
complaints are filed and sometimes where arrestees are taken to jail
can sometimes be up in the air.   Courthouse insiders claim that
dropping a Grand Larceny case with costs paid is the usual outcome
where someone makes restitution on a theft.    But in an apparent
grooming effort, Jarjoura had a law firm pursue an expungement of
the 1994 Grand Larceny complaint and the arrest was scrubbed
from the record in April of 2009.  But the CLEET class that Jarjoura
took started in March of 2009 so in the eyes of the law he still had a
criminal record and shouldn’t have been allowed to attend a CLEET
class.

 
 

We also know that Jarjoura pursued a 2004 pilot certification effort
then did nothing with it.   Normally someone that spends that kind
of money on a pilot license will either purchase a private plane or
enter into a sharing agreement with a few other amateur pilots but
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Jarjoura did nothing.    I wonder if he spent most of his time and
effort on learning to guide a plane and little on how to land one? 
Sound familiar?  Or is this a quick escape plan, learn the basics of
flying, steal a plane and head for the border if it gets sticky?

 
 

So I would ask Sheriff Whetsel what a guy with ties to the Middle
East and possibly Syria is doing as a reserve deputy in his
department.    Why is a vehicle capable of monitoring every security
alert in the law enforcement system doing sitting in his garage?  
Why is a vehicle capable of scanning thousands of license plates per
hour sitting in his garage?  Why is a man under federal criminal
indictment still an Oklahoma County Sheriff Reserve deputy?

 
 

I could well imagine that any Middle Eastern men associated with
Jarjoura would find full access to law enforcement warnings and
access to the data bases very helpful in avoiding capture or
planning acts of terrorism.   I would imagine that having a vehicle
capable of driving through a parking lot at a Tea Party function, a
legislative function, or a CAIR function would be very handy to
target individuals by indentifying who is attending and in doing
counter intelligence work to protect the Muslim Brotherhood types
from surveillance.  Even if Jarjoura turned out to be a Lebanese
Christian, his family is still susceptible to pressure or  control from
Beirut.  There are no upsides to having restricted and confidential
access to FBI data sitting in a persons garage.

 
 

In the end regardless of his religion or Middle Eastern connections
Jarjoura is a security risk that this country, this state, and Oklahoma
County can ill afford.    Why not allow people to donate the military
so they could be allowed to keep a fully armed F-16 at home as a
plaything?   Allowing a rich man to buy access to the secrets of our
law enforcement agencies is nothing more than pay for play and an
indication that money is the top priority of Sheriff John Whetsel.
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Kris Steele Steps in it Again
 

What a wicked little man Kris Steele turned out to be.   After
becoming Speaker of the House of Representatives his true
character was unleashed upon Oklahoma when he declared war on
conservative values, persecuted conservative House members with
unprecedented attempts to break anyone who stood against him
using House reprimands.

 
 

Once an alliance formed between Tea Party forces, conservative
Republicans, and the Democrat Caucus Speaker Steele found he
had met his match after a humiliating loss with the Speaker
Designate election in 2011.  Speaker Steele kept his head down in
the 2012 legislative session where he issued standing orders to his
leadership team to “avoid making anyone mad.”  Steele knew that
his Speakership was hanging by a thread so he rolled over on his
State Chamber of Commerce masters and abandoned even trying to
ram their agenda through the House of Representatives.  The
session ended with the loss of the billions in Bond Issues and the
defeat of the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange.

But more than anything, Speaker Steele’s personal vindictiveness
and outright cruelty to those he believes beneath him earned Steele
his emasculation.    One would think that someone that is partially
disabled would be sympathetic to the weak and disadvantaged but
that isn’t always how the mind works.  Sometimes the disability or
the cruelty the disable sometimes meet with or imagine can twist
the mind and turn what should be an enlightening into darkness.  
Those with vindictive streaks usually suffer from extreme self doubt
and lack of self esteem and by tearing down others they believe
they themselves are somehow raised.
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So it was with no surprise but with some sorrow to learn that
Speaker Steele once more abused his position as the leader of the
House of Representatives when he over reacted in the Terry Katz
case.   Katz was the Supervisor of Administrative Support Staff until
she made a simple mistake.

Speaker Steele has the ignominious distinction of firing or forcing
resignations on more people than any other Speaker in Oklahoma
history.    Steele added another notch on his belt when he fired Ms.
Katz for unknown causes.  We do know that Ms. Katz was
reprimanded a few days before she was fired after mistakenly
carrying a weapon into the Capitol.  Upon realizing her mistake she
promptly returned the weapon to her car, similar to the
Representative Sally Kern case last year.   Ms. Katz had recently
had knee replacement surgery and was still taking medication which
might explain her lapse.

 
 

And like the spiteful little wretch he is, Speaker Steele went a step
further and challenged Ms. Katz’s unemployment compensation. 
Not content with taking the bread from her mouth and from her
family’s table, with no severance payment or warning, Steele just
had to ensure that Ms. Katz had no income at all coming in despite
her being fired for no stated cause.

 
 

  Steele has drawn criticism for the firing of Katz and has sparked a
demand from long term moderate Republicans Representatives to
retract the his objection for unemployment benefits and to refrain
from further hiring and firing until the new Speaker of the House
takes command.

 
 

 
 
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member
blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email
address header and email fifty of them with one email
yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one
block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?  
Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
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Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before
forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone from
taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link
at the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently
 unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage,
sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted;
we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma
politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea
party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK,
73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal
donation button.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Selfless Citizen Making a Difference or the Muslim Brotherhood Burrowing Deep Into the Oklahoma County Sheriff Dept?
Date: Sunday, September 09, 2012 8:37:27 PM

Forward this email to a friend 
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The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

 
 
 

Further Proof on
Slimebag Bobby Cleveland

 
 

We had someone do a report from the last Cleveland County GOP
meeting, more of their impression of what went down than an article. 
They aren’t one of our regular writers but gave an unbiased viewpoint. 

 

 Hi Al,

 Here are my notes and impressions of that meeting.
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Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in

 Paul Wesselhoft did speak and didn't like the way they were trying
to change the rules.  Mostly the hurry up and do it now without a
chance to study the changes.  I have not heard if/when the next
meeting is.  And then there's the time discrepancy thing.   Most of
us were told that this meeting was to start at7:00 pm but it really
started at 6:00.

.Most of the meeting was taken up with trying to get us to agree to
the rules changes Bobbie Cleveland wanted.  Another great question
is why he chose to have this meeting while the convention was
going on and so many people were delegates and at the
convention--the real movers and shakers in the Republican party.
 Of course they're going to blame the Ron Paul people and say they
didn't want them there. 

 Absolutely no excuse.  They had every right to be there.  I think
the first email I got about it was about a week before it was
scheduled.  Not a lot of notice.

 And then there is the sign thing.  If we want a Romney sign we are
supposed to go  to Rep headquarters and BUY one.

 Aaron Stiles and Sheriff Joe Lester tried a while back to get Bobby
Cleveland removed as Cleveland county chairman, but were
unsuccessful.  I don't know what happened.  It seems that Mat
Pinell is in Bobbie's corner.  Not positive, but that's what I'm told. 
I'm beginning to wonder if some of these people aren't really closet
Obama supporters.  They're doing a fine job

of splintering the Republican party at a time we need to stand
together.

 And of course there's the ACOG thing that Bobbie says he doesn't
support, but he's a member and seems to do things their way.  The
Norman Tea Party had an Agenda 21 conference a couple of
months back.  Everyone thought it was great that Bobbie was there-
-he must believe it now etc.  Trouble is he spent most of the time
he was seen sleeping in his car.

 I probably forgot some things, but that's most of it.  Thanks for
your help and any future ideas.  I'm too ignorant to know what to
do, except this.

 

 Here is another email we got after we published the story on Cleveland
County GOP refusing to give out precinct chair contact information and
trying to control who got to vote:

Roger Warren was not permitted to speak at this meeting and told
that he was not a precinct chair.  He's 100% accurate about being
refused the information as to who the other precinct chairs are--I
was too.  Eve Spaulding says it's a privacy issue.

There were other chairs there that said they didn't know about the

39178

http://t.ymlp314.net/hmjwaxabjsyavabsavajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp314.net/hmjqakabjsyavabsapajbye/click.php


Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

meeting except for Roger emailing them. 

I think it was Steve Byas that said (at the meeting) trying to get us
to pass these rules after having them for 1 hour was shades of
Nancy Pelosi and pass it now, read it later.

 

 Here is another email supporting Roger Warren’s version of how Bobby
Cleveland is disenfranchising Republicans in Cleveland County.  This was
forwarded to us after we put out the call for more proof.  Some
information was redacted to protect the person that sent the email:

 

I am a precinct chair--precinct xx.  Tell anybody you want to.  It's
not a secret.  Or at least I didn't think it was supposed to be.  I was
told the meeting started at 7:00.  Now you're saying it is at 6:00?
 Guess I'd better be there at 6:00 ????

 Yes, I've tried to get info even on my own precinct for email
addresses and they said they didn't have them.  I don't know who
the other precinct chairs are either.  Looks like I need to do lots of
digging.

 

 

 

Vegan by Legislation

 

This link is from B.L. Cozad from Lawton, the guy that is organizing the
rural interests against Agenda 21 and other threats to freedom here in
Oklahoma.   B.L. ran against Representative Don Armes in the Republican
primary so he is one to put his time and money on the line in defense of
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freedom.

 

The link covers the targeting of North Dakota by the Humane Society.  
Their intent is to make animal cruelty charges a felony and to prohibit
those convicted of owning a pet for five years after the conviction.   While
no one defends animal cruelty this is a back door attempt to get their foot
in the door in North Dakota, increase the prison time for animal cruelty
before they redefine what animal cruelty is.   The Humane Society’s stated
goals are to end pet ownership and end the use of farm animals for food,
recreation, and fiber.  They are also fighting to make it illegal to use
animals for medical testing and biomedical research.

 
 

One of the responses in the comment section gave some information that
I was unaware of:

The Humane Society gives less than one percent of their income to animal
shelters and operates zero shelters themselves while spending millions of
dollars on animal rights campaigns designed to end hunting, fishing, and
agriculture.

 
 

The Humane Society has poor charity-evaluation marks. CharityWatch
(formerly the American Institute of Philanthropy) reissued HSUS’s “D”
rating in December 2011, finding that HSUS spends as little as 49 percent
of its budget on its programs. Additionally, the 2011 Animal People News
Watchdog Report discovered that HSUS spends about 43 percent of its
budget on overhead costs.

 

The Humane Society has had six members of Congress ask that their 501
C3 tax exempt status be investigated over their attempts to influence
public policy.

 
 

The Humane Society spends more money on their executive pension plan
than they do on funding animal shelters.

 
 

The pet sheltering community believes the Humane Society misleads
Americans. According to a nationally representative poll of 400 animal
shelters, rescues, and animal control agencies, 71 percent agree that
“HSUS misleads people into thinking it is associated with local animal
shelters.”  Additionally, 79 percent agree that HSUS is “a good source of
confusion for a lot of our donors.
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While it raises money with pictures of cats and dogs, HSUS has an anti-
meat vegan agenda. Speaking to an animal rights conference in 2006,
HSUS’s then vice president for farm animal issues stated that HSUS’s goal
is to “get rid of the entire [animal agriculture] industry” and that “we
don’t want any of these animals to be raised and killed.”

 
 

HSUS’s CEO has said that convicted dogfighting kingpin Michael Vick
“would do a good job as a pet owner.” Following Vick’s release from
prison, HSUS has helped “rehabilitate” Michael Vick’s public image. Of
course, a $50,000 “grant” from the Philadelphia Eagles didn’t hurt.

 
 

Humane Society senior management includes a former spokesman for the
Animal Liberation Front (ALF), a criminal group designated as “terrorists”
by the FBI. HSUS president Wayne Pacelle hired John “J.P.” Goodwin in
1997, the same year Goodwin described himself as “spokesperson for the
ALF” while he fielded media calls in the wake of an ALF arson attack at a
California meat processing plant. In 1997, when asked by reporters for a
reaction to an ALF arson fire at a farmer’s feed co-op in Utah (which
nearly killed a family sleeping on the premises), Goodwin replied, “We’re
ecstatic.”

 
 

The IRS is currently investigating the HSUS as to its under-reporting and
over-lobbying activity as a 501©(3) organization.  Millions in back-taxes
and penalties could be assessed if the IRS would conclude this 3-year old
investigation.

 
 

Congressmen are now urging the Justice Department to investigate HSUS
non-compliance with the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, as anyone that
attempts to influence legislation via continued contact with Congress
and/or staffers is required to register as a lobbyist.  HSUS has never done
this.
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Dave Bell receives Endorsement
 

On September 6th   Senatorial Candidate Dave Bell received an
endorsement for State Senate District 11 from  former Tulsa City
Councilman Roscoe Turner.  Turner has a reputation of being a straight
shooter and against corruption and special influence in Tulsa municipal
affairs and will bring a welcome boost to Dave Bell’s campaign against
liberal Democrat Jabar Shumate.

 You can reach Dave Bell through his website.   Dave is a retired state
trooper and one of the most conservative Republicans you will find.    He
is very much against the flood of illegal immigrants and speaks out against
those that abuse police powers, and is a strong supporter of the 2nd

Amendment.  He could use all the help he could get to win this Senate
seat as the Republican Party has refused to get involved.
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House District 23 Chambercrat

Wins Primary
 

Republicans in House District 23 need to learn to distinguish between
individuals who claim the Conservative mantle and true Conservative
candidates who will represent their interest in the halls of the State
House. Once again local and state party leaders have mislead the voting
public into believing they were getting a Conservative nominated to
represent them, but instead are getting someone who will be beholding to
the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce.

 
 

 The individual I’m talking about is Terry O’Donnell.

 
 

At first glance, he says all the right things to indicate that he is a
conservative politician, lower taxes, second amendment rights and
freedom of religion in state government. Strike one was when he replaced
shrinking the size of government with “He will work to reduce the waste
and duplication in government to make it more efficient and effective.”
That is not the same as reducing the size of government.

 
 

 8Strike two was on his press release page. He proudly displays a press
release from his campaign that says as a headline “State Chamber
EndorsesTerry Odonnel for State House of Representatives in District 23.
  The concern here is what promises he made to the State Chamber of
Commerce in order to get that endorsement. As outlined in previous
articles in the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter, the State Chamber has an
Agenda of its own, and their way of getting it is to support candidates who
will support their agenda. Those politicians are the ones we call
Chambercrats.

 
 

 After reading his campaign web site, what was found at the Ethics
Commission website was really no surprise. Strike three was finding one of
President Obama’s largest campaign fund bundlers on the list. I know of
no true conservative politician that would accept campaign funds from
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George Kaiser., the very same man who made millions off of tax payers
when Solyndra went bankrupt.

 
 

 Now having received the State Chambers endorsement, it was no surprise
to find some of the biggest contributors to the State Chamber donating to
Mr. O’Donnell. There were the usual suspects like the Greater Oklahoma
City Chamber of Commerce and Chesapeake Energy’s PAC, along with a
few others.

 
 

 For a man that brags on his campaign site about protecting small
business, Mr. O’Donnell gives the appearance of having already sold out to
big business before he ever even gets elected to the office he seeks. If he
is a true conservative, he would return all the PAC money he has received,
the donation from George Kaiser and denounce the endorsement from
the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce. Until he does that, he will
just be considered another politician bought and paid for by the
Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce.

 
 

 Based on all available information at this time, the Sooner Tea Party
cannot recommend a yes vote for Terry O’Donnell. We have enough
Chambercrats and RINOs already.
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A Model Citizen Helping Others?
 

An Attempt to Influence the Jury Pool in
a Federal Criminal Case?

 
Or the Muslim Brotherhood Burrowing

Deep Into Oklahoma Law Enforcement?
 

 

Sheriff John Whetsel might have opened up a major security breach in our
state, local, and national security when he allowed a wealthy donor to
play policeman.

 
 
 Here is what we know about Eli Tanios Jarjoura.   He has a  1988-89
issued  Social Security card number, is of Lebanese or Syrian descent, and
comes from a Beirut Lebanon family.   Up till the year 2007 he had a
 single dental practice and a modest  $120,000 home.   Suddenly his assets
skyrocket into eight practices in purchased buildings, he  purchases a
million dollar home, and Jarjoura starts donating money hand over fist to
local Law Enforcement Agencies.    
 
 

There was a 2007 Harrah police department  donation,  a 2008 $25,000.00
donation to Sheriff Whetsel’s reserve department,  and then multiple cars
donated to Whetsel’s department.   The car deals allegedly are part of a
back room deal though the  David Stanley dealership who is wanting the
current 911 call center located adjacent to their car lot if the 36th street 
public safety complex ever manages to be built.   David Stanley wants that
property and they are greasing the skids in preparation by enabling
Jarjoura’s multiple vehicle donations.

 
 

Despite only being a reserve deputy Jarjoura has immersed himself in law
enforcement far beyond what a normal person would do.    He even
joined the International Chiefs of Police, one of the few if not the only
reserve officer to do so.   His information is highlighted in red type near
the bottom of this document taken from the organization’s archived
newsletter/magazine.    Jarjoura has also orchestrated a bartering
system/donation system for the benefit of reserve and regular deputies
something that the IRS might find of interest.
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International Chiefs of Police new members outlined in red type,
November of 2009

 

The amount of donations is excessive even for a wealthy donor.   In one
instance Jarjoura donated four brand new vehicles, a Ford Mustang, a
Chevy Camaro, a Dodge Charger, and a Dodge Challenger that were
named after Jarjoura’s four daughters.    A post found on a LEO (Law
Enforcement Officer) website showed that Whetsel may be driving one of
the four donated vehicles along with a mention of two other donations for
a brand new Mini Cooper and a brand new Hummer.

 

 

But most concerning is that one of the donated vehicles is unusually
outfitted with serious high tech electronics and has appeared to be
reserved for Jarjoura’s personal use.  This article states that the vehicle
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has a ELSAG's LPR license plate scanner that is connected to the FBI’s
National Crime Information Center

 

Allegedly the most advanced police car in Oklahoma is garaged at
22750 North May,  the 1.1 million dollar home of Eli Tanios
Jarjoura.   Jarjoura bought the million dollar home at an Oklahoma
County Sheriff auction in 2010 for 500,000.00.    Jarjoura is also on
the Sheriff Tactical Team, the SWAT style assault team fielded by
the Oklahoma County Sheriff Department, as the “medical” officer. 
This is the same unit that has had two MP 5 sub machine guns go
missing.  These fully automatic weapons are who knows where by
now.

Okay so the guy likes to play cops and robbers.  What is all the fuss
about?  Well, Mr. Jarjoura turns out to have a criminal past and
recently has been indicted on federal charges of defrauding
Medicaid.

Jarjoura was indicted for medical fraud in January of 2010 after
getting caught offering “inducements” for parents to bring in
children eligible for the Sooner Care dental care program.  The
federal case number CV-00025-L in the Western District of
Oklahoma covers eleven dentists or professional corporations that
are either partners involved in Bright Smiles dental company or
closely tied with them and the court case alleges $15,000,000.00 in
Medicare fraud at seven locations of the Bright Smiles dental
company. 

 

In addition to offering 7-11 gas cards since approximately 2008, the
Bright Smiles dental company offered free transportation, also in
violation of both Sooner Care and Medicaid provider contracts.   This
would be fine for customers that were paying for their dental work
out of their own pockets but it amounts to trolling for patients and
defrauding the government when inducements are offered to those
whose bills are paid by the taxpayers.   The whole point is to make
it that much easier for a poor patient to take advantage of
government largess and to remove any skin in the game they might
have.

 
 

The court records reflect that one young child named Ty Borden
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was taken to the Norman office of Bright Smiles where Sooner Care
was billed $67.00 for cleaning and $283.00 for filling a cavity.  The
young child was then sent to the Edmond Bright Smiles office where
Sooner Care was billed for $3,498.00 in dental care including two
root canals, anesthesia by nitrous oxide and anesthesia by IV, and
the capping of five baby teeth.   That’s right, baby teeth… and
rarely are root canals done on baby teeth for the reasons outlined in
this link.   Caps are done on occasion but there are alternatives that
are cheaper.   But you and I were paying the bills through Uncle
Sam and the State of Oklahoma so what the heck.

 
 

29) 42 U.S.C. S. 1320a-7(b) makes it criminal to offer, pay, solicit,
or receive an inducements or rewards for work done that is paid for
by the federal health care program.

 

As the car is the second most technologically advanced police
vehicle in the state, completely wired into the entire law
enforcement information system, it can receive every confidential
messages sent to LEO at the county, state, and even federal level
including Homeland Security updates and warnings.  The only other
vehicle in the entire state that has more communication equipment
is the sheriff department’s mobile command post.
 
 

But the guy is a reserve cop, right?   So he is squeaky clean and all
that, right?  Well, not really….

 
 

Turns out Eli Tanios Jarjoura had a 1994 Grand Larceny case
dismissed with costs that originated in what they call the grey area
of Cleveland County and Oklahoma County.  This is where
Oklahoma City overlaps into Cleveland County so where criminal
complaints are filed and sometimes where arrestees are taken to jail
can sometimes be up in the air.   Courthouse insiders claim that
dropping a Grand Larceny case with costs paid is the usual outcome
where someone makes restitution on a theft.    But in an apparent
grooming effort, Jarjoura had a law firm pursue an expungement of
the 1994 Grand Larceny complaint and the arrest was scrubbed
from the record in April of 2009.  But the CLEET class that Jarjoura
took started in March of 2009 so in the eyes of the law he still had a
criminal record and shouldn’t have been allowed to attend a CLEET
class.

 
 

We also know that Jarjoura pursued a 2004 pilot certification effort
then did nothing with it.   Normally someone that spends that kind
of money on a pilot license will either purchase a private plane or
enter into a sharing agreement with a few other amateur pilots but
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Jarjoura did nothing.    I wonder if he spent most of his time and
effort on learning to guide a plane and little on how to land one? 
Sound familiar?  Or is this a quick escape plan, learn the basics of
flying, steal a plane and head for the border if it gets sticky?

 
 

So I would ask Sheriff Whetsel what a guy with ties to the Middle
East and possibly Syria is doing as a reserve deputy in his
department.    Why is a vehicle capable of monitoring every security
alert in the law enforcement system doing sitting in his garage?  
Why is a vehicle capable of scanning thousands of license plates per
hour sitting in his garage?  Why is a man under federal criminal
indictment still an Oklahoma County Sheriff Reserve deputy?

 
 

I could well imagine that any Middle Eastern men associated with
Jarjoura would find full access to law enforcement warnings and
access to the data bases very helpful in avoiding capture or
planning acts of terrorism.   I would imagine that having a vehicle
capable of driving through a parking lot at a Tea Party function, a
legislative function, or a CAIR function would be very handy to
target individuals by indentifying who is attending and in doing
counter intelligence work to protect the Muslim Brotherhood types
from surveillance.  Even if Jarjoura turned out to be a Lebanese
Christian, his family is still susceptible to pressure or  control from
Beirut.  There are no upsides to having restricted and confidential
access to FBI data sitting in a persons garage.

 
 

In the end regardless of his religion or Middle Eastern connections
Jarjoura is a security risk that this country, this state, and Oklahoma
County can ill afford.    Why not allow people to donate the military
so they could be allowed to keep a fully armed F-16 at home as a
plaything?   Allowing a rich man to buy access to the secrets of our
law enforcement agencies is nothing more than pay for play and an
indication that money is the top priority of Sheriff John Whetsel.
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Kris Steele Steps in it Again
 

What a wicked little man Kris Steele turned out to be.   After
becoming Speaker of the House of Representatives his true
character was unleashed upon Oklahoma when he declared war on
conservative values, persecuted conservative House members with
unprecedented attempts to break anyone who stood against him
using House reprimands.

 
 

Once an alliance formed between Tea Party forces, conservative
Republicans, and the Democrat Caucus Speaker Steele found he
had met his match after a humiliating loss with the Speaker
Designate election in 2011.  Speaker Steele kept his head down in
the 2012 legislative session where he issued standing orders to his
leadership team to “avoid making anyone mad.”  Steele knew that
his Speakership was hanging by a thread so he rolled over on his
State Chamber of Commerce masters and abandoned even trying to
ram their agenda through the House of Representatives.  The
session ended with the loss of the billions in Bond Issues and the
defeat of the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange.

But more than anything, Speaker Steele’s personal vindictiveness
and outright cruelty to those he believes beneath him earned Steele
his emasculation.    One would think that someone that is partially
disabled would be sympathetic to the weak and disadvantaged but
that isn’t always how the mind works.  Sometimes the disability or
the cruelty the disable sometimes meet with or imagine can twist
the mind and turn what should be an enlightening into darkness.  
Those with vindictive streaks usually suffer from extreme self doubt
and lack of self esteem and by tearing down others they believe
they themselves are somehow raised.
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So it was with no surprise but with some sorrow to learn that
Speaker Steele once more abused his position as the leader of the
House of Representatives when he over reacted in the Terry Katz
case.   Katz was the Supervisor of Administrative Support Staff until
she made a simple mistake.

Speaker Steele has the ignominious distinction of firing or forcing
resignations on more people than any other Speaker in Oklahoma
history.    Steele added another notch on his belt when he fired Ms.
Katz for unknown causes.  We do know that Ms. Katz was
reprimanded a few days before she was fired after mistakenly
carrying a weapon into the Capitol.  Upon realizing her mistake she
promptly returned the weapon to her car, similar to the
Representative Sally Kern case last year.   Ms. Katz had recently
had knee replacement surgery and was still taking medication which
might explain her lapse.

 
 

And like the spiteful little wretch he is, Speaker Steele went a step
further and challenged Ms. Katz’s unemployment compensation. 
Not content with taking the bread from her mouth and from her
family’s table, with no severance payment or warning, Steele just
had to ensure that Ms. Katz had no income at all coming in despite
her being fired for no stated cause.

 
 

  Steele has drawn criticism for the firing of Katz and has sparked a
demand from long term moderate Republicans Representatives to
retract the his objection for unemployment benefits and to refrain
from further hiring and firing until the new Speaker of the House
takes command.

 
 

 
 
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member
blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email
address header and email fifty of them with one email
yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one
block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?  
Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
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Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before
forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone from
taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link
at the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently
 unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage,
sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted;
we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma
politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea
party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK,
73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal
donation button.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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Senate adjourns after session full of victories
Pro Tem happy about the direction of Oklahoma
(For digital audio, go to www.oksenate.gov and select “News”)

 
Oklahoma City – The Oklahoma State Senate adjourned today capping off a year of legislative victories that will mark the most successful session for government reform and conservative goals in the history of the state.  Leading an ambitious caucus that aggressively delivered on goals that have been on Republicans’ agenda for decades, President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, said he was proud of the accomplishments.
 
            “I am very happy about this session and all that the Senate accomplished this year,” said Bingman.  “As a state, Oklahoma is moving in the right direction.”
 
            Mentioning the sweeping reforms passed into law this session, Bingman said that the Senate began its work with an aggressive agenda.  “Our Republican caucus agenda was big and bold; it was easy to criticize because it went after so many reforms that conservatives have pushed for decades in Oklahoma but have been unable to accomplish until now because of our GOP majority and Republican governor.”
 
            The current legislature is the most Republican in state history, which along with a Republican governor has given the GOP an opportunity that Senate Republicans did not pass up.  “We live in a conservative state, the people have spoken and we are listening,” said Bingman.  “Our priorities were to reform state government in a way that eliminates inefficiencies and duplication so that government size and costs are reduced.  The federal government should follow our lead in cutting government, including the tax cuts that we enacted.”
 
            “When is the last time the legislature saved as much as it spent,” asked Bingman referring to the massive cost savings that resulting in this years historic pension reform that erased more than $6 billion from the unfunded pension liability.  “Oklahoma is an example to the rest of the country; the days of no fiscal accountability and liberal tax and spend policies that left our state with billions of debt are over.  We cut taxes despite the $500 million budget shortfall.  We then balanced a budget that is the same size as the amount of money we saved on pension reform.”
 
            Bingman included praise to the Senate Democrats.  “I firmly believe that this is a body of 48 valuable members that have all added greatly to the process this year.  While we have a majority and a minority caucus, both have contributed by offering their life experiences and expertise as a unique perspective and conscious on every issue that we addressed.  Our strong finish is a result of diligent work from Democrats and Republicans alike.”
 
            “I cannot thank my colleagues enough; they all did such a great job this session working hard and diligently to the end.”
 
Senate Republican agenda items passed this session include:
 
Job Creation and Economic Development
 
·         SB862 - Ends joint and several liability, removes section on joint tortfeasor.  Signed by Governor on 4/5.
·         HB2128 – Limits noneconomic damages to $350K.  Signed by Governor on 4/5.
·         SB865 - Jury shall be instructed that no damage award for personal injury or wrongful death is subject to income tax.  Signed by Governor on 4/5.
·         HB2023 - Requires that the actual amount paid for certain medical bills will be admissible at trial, instead of the amounts billed for expenses incurred.  Signed by Governor on 4/18.
·         HB2024 – Periodic payment of damages.  Signed by Governor on 4/5. 
·         SB878 – Workers’ compensation reform, complete re-write of current law.  Sent to Governor. 
·         HB1008 – Reinstated aerospace engineering tax credits.
·         HJR1002 – Limits ad valorem increases to 3% annually.  Filed with Secretary of State on 4/25.
·         Lowered taxes by allowing the top income tax rate to be reduced from 5.50% to 5.25%.
·         HB1909 – Corporation Commission is authorized to allow multiunit horizontal wells under certain conditions, and may unitize a shale reservoir for the drilling of horizontal wells under certain limited circumstances and conditions.  Signed by Governor on 4/13. 
 
Reforming Oklahoma Government
 
·         HB2170 – General Appropriations bill, created a balanced budget with prioritized spending.  Sent to Governor on 5/18.
·         SB541 – State agencies may accept electronic payments for licenses and permits.  Director of the OSF shall publish a financial services cost-performance assessment documenting each appropriated state agency's cost for providing financial services.  Those in the bottom 10% of cost performance audit for shared financial services.  Signed by Governor on 5/16.
·         HB1601 – Establishes business licensing one-stop shop program. 
·         HB1304 – Consolidates all state information structure, operations and purchasing procedures under the direction of the Chief Information Officer within the Office of State Finance. 
·         HB2140 – Consolidates Dept of Central Services, Office of Personnel Management, Employees Benefits Council, and the State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board into the Office of State Finance. 
·         HB1207 - Establishes State Government Conferences Web-based Transparency pilot program.
·         HB1086 – Payments from Treasury shall be conveyed electronically.  Establishes OK State Government Open Documents Initiative.  Establishes a website in which all state forms may be downloaded.  State agencies shall enter into a shared services agreement with OSF for payroll processing.  State shall develop employee performance metrics. 
·         HB1044 – Agency rules must cite federal or state law, court decision, or other authority.  Rules which establish or increase fees must be approved by the legislature.  Signed by Governor on 4/14.
·         SB377 – Establishes investment committee for Teacher Retirement System.  Signed by Governor on 5/10.
·         HB1007 – Teacher Retirement System administered by the State Dept of Education.  Signed by Governor on 4/18.
·         HB1010 – Modifies the age which justices may be eligible for retirement benefits.  Signed by Governor on 5/10.
·         SB891 – Public schools increase retirement rate for teachers who return to employment after retirement.  Signed by Governor on 5/18.
·         SB347 – Municipal officers convicted of crimes lose their retirement benefits.  Signed by Governor on 5/10.
·         SB794 – Changes normal retirement age for employees participating in the OK Public Employees Retirement System to 65 for those whose date of enrollment follows 11/1/11.  Signed by governor on 5/10. 
·         HB2132 – Cost of living adjustments for public employee pensions must be funded.  Signed by Governor on 5/10. 
 
Infrastructure and Transportation Improvement
 
·         HB2171 - $70M transportation bond that supports the ongoing commitment to the ROADS fund and eight year plan. 
 
Public Safety
 
·         SB923 - Increases fine and jail term for those soliciting others to join a gang. Persons committing gang related offense in assoc with street gang are guilty of felony. Immunity for school personnel reporting gang activity of students.  Signed by Governor on 5/3.
·         HB1652 – Allows for those with concealed carry licenses to keep firearms in vehicles when parked at career tech.
·         SB529 – Erin Elizabeth Swezey Act.  Those who receive a DUI are required to install inter-lock devices in their vehicles. 
·         HB1319 – Strengthens penalties for DUI offenders.
·         SB674 – Strengthens requirements for those seeking an application for a child care facility and those who are employed in child care facilities.  Signed by Governor on 5/18.
 
Education
 
·         HB1380 – Removes trial de novo.  Signed by Governor on 4/12.
·         SB664 - Reduces the percentage that school districts may expend for administrative costs. If the districts exceed those percentages, the excess is deducted from next year's state funding.  Signed by Governor on 5/2. 
·         HB2115 - Allows expenditure from School Consolidation Assistance Fund to school districts that have entered into a mutual contract for a superintendent.
·         HB1372 – Adds elementary principals and assistant superintendants to the administrative expenditure cap.  Signed by Governor on 4/20.
·         SB256 - Charter schools choosing to lease property shall be eligible to receive current government lease rates.  Signed by Governor on 5/9.
·         SB445 – Charter schools are allowed to enroll emergency transfer students.  Signed by Governor on 5/9.
·         HB1456 – Allows schools to be graded on A-F scale.  Signed by Governor on 5/4.
·         SB346 - Mandates reading proficiency assessments in early grades. Students not reading at grade level by 3rd grade must be retained.  Signed by Governor on 5/4.
·         SB969 - Creates OK Equal Opportunity Scholarship Act. Credit for any taxpayer who contributes to an eligible scholarship granting organization.  Signed by Governor on 5/16. 
·         HB2139 – Allows the Supt. of Public Education to oversee the Dept. of Education.  The Board of Education oversees public instruction.  Signed by Governor on 4/8. 
·         SB435 – One member of the Board of Education is appointed from each congressional district along with one at-large member.  The board members serve at the pleasure of the Governor.  Sent to Governor on 5/18.
 
Affordable and Accessible Health Care
 
·         Supported the Governor in the decision to reject $54M early innovator federal health care grant.
·         Enacted lawsuit reform to lower malpractice rates.  SB862, SB865, HB2023, HB2024, and HB2128. 
·         SB679 - OK Health Care Authority may administer sanctions to Medicaid recipients who abuse state Medicaid program.  Signed by Governor on 5/17. 
·         HB1381 – Helped rural hospitals by passing the Supplemental Hospital Offset Payment Program Act.  Signed by Governor on 5/13. 
 
Traditional Values
 
·         SB547 - All qualified health plans offered through an Exchange established in the state are prohibited from including elective abortion coverage. Signed by Governor on 4/20. 
·         HB1888 – Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection Act.  Prohibits abortions after 20 weeks except in certain circumstances.
·         HB1970 – Physician must examine patient before providing RU-486.  RU-486 must be supplied congruent with FDA guidelines. 
 

- 30 -
 

Oklahoma State Senate
President Pro Tempore

Senator Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa
State Capitol Room 422

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 521-5565
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate Broadcast E-clips, Mar. 24, 2011
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:21:53 AM

 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 

Man Arrested For Assaulting Officer Has History Of Violence Against Police

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14310820

 

OKC Family Without Working Smoke Detector Escapes House Fire

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14312523

 

 

KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
 

Schools Turn To iPads For Learning, Safety

http://www.koco.com/education/27302690/detail.html

Students Gather At Capitol To Take Stand Against Bullying

http://www.koco.com/news/27293647/detail.html
 
 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com
 
 
Group asks not to give live bunnies for Easter

http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-news-bunnies-not-good-child-pets-easter-

story,0,1268610.story

Man kills ex-wife then himself

http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-news-two-dead-nw-okc-shooting-

story,0,835227.story

Couple found murdered inside burned home

http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-news-two-bodies-shot-head-burned-house-

mwc-story,0,3167955.story
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FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com

Police arrest teen for double murder

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3064.shtml

 

8-year-old girl found dead

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3065.shtml

 

Student says teacher bullied him

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3067.shtml

 

Wildfire burns near Norman

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3066.shtml

 

  

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/

 

Tulsa Public Schools Poll Parents On District Consolidation

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14310464

 

Green Country Grassfires Wednesday Force Evacuations, Threaten Homes

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14308246

 

Rogers County Rescue Dogs Get Second Chance At Life

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14309427
 

 

 Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/

Smooth-Talking Criminal Targets Downtown Tulsa

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Smooth-Talking-Criminal-Targets-Downtown-

Tulsa/ElWi5WCztU27Iv9TBly9HA.cspx

OSU Study: Band Instruments Full Of Bacteria

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/OSU-Study-Band-Instruments-Full-Of-

Bacteria/Xgd8FdZhb0GcZ4uIevHUUg.cspx

 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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Tulsa Police Officer Defended in Muslim Mosque Case
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State GOP Leaders Blast Obamacare on Its 1st Anniversary
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feed=119211&article=8333580
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate Broadcast E-clips, Mar. 24, 2011
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:21:53 AM

 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 

Man Arrested For Assaulting Officer Has History Of Violence Against Police

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14310820

 

OKC Family Without Working Smoke Detector Escapes House Fire

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14312523

 

 

KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
 

Schools Turn To iPads For Learning, Safety

http://www.koco.com/education/27302690/detail.html

Students Gather At Capitol To Take Stand Against Bullying

http://www.koco.com/news/27293647/detail.html
 
 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com
 
 
Group asks not to give live bunnies for Easter

http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-news-bunnies-not-good-child-pets-easter-

story,0,1268610.story

Man kills ex-wife then himself

http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-news-two-dead-nw-okc-shooting-

story,0,835227.story

Couple found murdered inside burned home

http://www.kfor.com/news/local/kfor-news-two-bodies-shot-head-burned-house-

mwc-story,0,3167955.story
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FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com

Police arrest teen for double murder

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3064.shtml

 

8-year-old girl found dead

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3065.shtml

 

Student says teacher bullied him

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3067.shtml

 

Wildfire burns near Norman

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3066.shtml

 

  

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/

 

Tulsa Public Schools Poll Parents On District Consolidation

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14310464

 

Green Country Grassfires Wednesday Force Evacuations, Threaten Homes

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14308246

 

Rogers County Rescue Dogs Get Second Chance At Life

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14309427
 

 

 Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/

Smooth-Talking Criminal Targets Downtown Tulsa

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Smooth-Talking-Criminal-Targets-Downtown-

Tulsa/ElWi5WCztU27Iv9TBly9HA.cspx

OSU Study: Band Instruments Full Of Bacteria

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/OSU-Study-Band-Instruments-Full-Of-

Bacteria/Xgd8FdZhb0GcZ4uIevHUUg.cspx

 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

39198

http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3064.shtml
http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3065.shtml
http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3067.shtml
http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3066.shtml
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14310464
http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14308246
http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14309427
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Smooth-Talking-Criminal-Targets-Downtown-Tulsa/ElWi5WCztU27Iv9TBly9HA.cspx
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Smooth-Talking-Criminal-Targets-Downtown-Tulsa/ElWi5WCztU27Iv9TBly9HA.cspx
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/OSU-Study-Band-Instruments-Full-Of-Bacteria/Xgd8FdZhb0GcZ4uIevHUUg.cspx
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/OSU-Study-Band-Instruments-Full-Of-Bacteria/Xgd8FdZhb0GcZ4uIevHUUg.cspx


Tulsa Police Officer Defended in Muslim Mosque Case
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State GOP Leaders Blast Obamacare on Its 1st Anniversary

http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?

feed=119211&article=8333580
 
  
KTEN- Ardmore
http://www.kten.com/ 
 

KXII-Ardmore
www.kxii.com 

 

KSWO-7 Lawton
http://www.kswo.com 

 

OKC-AM OKC
http://www.1520kokc.com/

 

KFAQ-AM TULSA
http://www.1170kfaq.com/

  

TULSA
 

39199

http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?feed=119211&article=8335250
http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?feed=119211&article=8335250
http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?feed=119211&article=8333580
http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?feed=119211&article=8333580
http://www.kten.com/
http://www.kxii.com/
http://www.kswo.com/
http://www.1520kokc.com/
http://www.1170kfaq.com/


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate Broadcast E-clips, Mar. 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:53:17 AM

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 

Truckers Aim To Stop Sex Trafficking In Oklahoma

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14318316

 

New York Times Journalist, Oklahoma Native Shares Survival Story

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14317924

 

Man Arrested In Watonga Girl's Death Was Out On Bond At Time Of Murder

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14317704

 

Grandson's Friends Accused Of Helping Cover Up Midwest City Double Murder

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14316965

 

Tulsa Protesters Don't Want 'Fallincare' To Replace 'Obamacare'

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?s=14316907
 

 

 

KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
 

New Bill To List Parents Who Fail To Pay Child Support

http://www.koco.com/news/27316602/detail.html

 

Okla. Mom Protests Preschooler Being Bullied In School

http://www.koco.com/education/27315067/detail.html

 

Chandler Man Faces Aggravated Child Porn Accusation

http://www.koco.com/news/27313590/detail.html
 

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 

 

FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com

Tort reform: Steele's story
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Incestuous couple wants custody of their kids

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3068.shtml
 

 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/

 

Oklahomans Hope To Cash In On Friday's Mega Millions Drawing

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14318059

 

Number Of Oklahoma Flu Deaths Rises To 20

http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14319825
 
 

 Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/

Okla. Budget Chairman Denies Conflict Of Interest

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Okla-Budget-Chairman-Denies-Conflict-Of-

Interest/jGW2LV6RkUuIMwr2IDwrbg.cspx

Legislative Leaders Predict Deeper Budget Cuts

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Legislative-Leaders-Predict-Deeper-Budget-

Cuts/Juu9wtovKE-l1X8A3KU96Q.cspx

 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

Lankford says it’s time to hear from Obama on Libya

http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?

feed=119211&article=8342408

 

Senator rips unions over TV attack ads using bombing pictures

http://www.ktok.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?

feed=119211&article=8339282
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate Broadcast E-clips, Mar. 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:53:17 AM

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 

Truckers Aim To Stop Sex Trafficking In Oklahoma

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14318316

 

New York Times Journalist, Oklahoma Native Shares Survival Story

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14317924

 

Man Arrested In Watonga Girl's Death Was Out On Bond At Time Of Murder

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14317704

 

Grandson's Friends Accused Of Helping Cover Up Midwest City Double Murder

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14316965

 

Tulsa Protesters Don't Want 'Fallincare' To Replace 'Obamacare'

http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?s=14316907
 

 

 

KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
 

New Bill To List Parents Who Fail To Pay Child Support

http://www.koco.com/news/27316602/detail.html

 

Okla. Mom Protests Preschooler Being Bullied In School

http://www.koco.com/education/27315067/detail.html

 

Chandler Man Faces Aggravated Child Porn Accusation

http://www.koco.com/news/27313590/detail.html
 

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 

 

FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com

Tort reform: Steele's story
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Oklahomans Hope To Cash In On Friday's Mega Millions Drawing
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Number Of Oklahoma Flu Deaths Rises To 20
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 Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/

Okla. Budget Chairman Denies Conflict Of Interest

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Okla-Budget-Chairman-Denies-Conflict-Of-

Interest/jGW2LV6RkUuIMwr2IDwrbg.cspx

Legislative Leaders Predict Deeper Budget Cuts

http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Legislative-Leaders-Predict-Deeper-Budget-
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Apr. 1, 2011
Date: Friday, April 01, 2011 9:38:23 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma Senate leader Mike Morgan was under FBI investigation for years,

prosecutor says

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-mike-morgan-was-under-fbi-

investigation-for-years-prosecutor-says/article/3554354#ixzz1IHUeS8rs

 

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-wont-hear-health-insurance-exchange-

bill/article/3554149#ixzz1IHUy7eK9

 

Indicted former Oklahoma Senate leader had mixed success with commercial

projects 

http://newsok.com/indicted-former-oklahoma-senate-leader-had-mixed-success-

with-commercial-projects/article/3554360#ixzz1IHV8zXs9

 

Oklahoma Senate panels OKs bill allowing lawmakers to carry weapons anywhere 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-panels-oks-bill-allowing-lawmakers-to-carry-

weapons-anywhere/article/3554230#ixzz1IHVLPCZN

 

GOP-backed education changes head to Oklahoma governor

http://newsok.com/gop-backed-education-changes-head-to-oklahoma-

governor/article/3554153

 

Gilpin replaced on state Board of Education

http://newsok.com/gilpin-replaced-on-state-board-of-education/article/3554146

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 political advertisements get negative 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-political-advertisements-get-

negative/article/3554245#ixzz1IHVwkDQo

 

Former Norman police officer wins appeal of firing 

http://newsok.com/former-norman-police-officer-wins-appeal-of-

firing/article/3554277#ixzz1IHW76rIM

 

Oklahoma House recognizes the Oklahoma Family Policy Council 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-recognizes-the-oklahoma-family-policy-

council/article/3554275#ixzz1IHWFktsx

 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art to feature ‘Passages,' an exhibit of rare biblical texts

and artifacts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-museum-of-art-to-feature-passages-an-exhibit-of-
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Cleveland County judge refuses to disqualify self from criminal cases 

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-judge-refuses-to-disqualify-self-from-criminal-

cases/article/3554151#ixzz1IHWgejit

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 candidates battle over voting records 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-candidates-battle-over-voting-

records/article/3554244#ixzz1IHWtXdBd

 

U.S. unemployment rate falls to 8.8 pct, two-year low 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-unemployment-rate-falls-to-8.8-pct-two-year-

low/article/3554466#ixzz1IHXBKhRJ

 

Slain Oklahoma girl’s funeral draws hundreds

http://newsok.com/slain-oklahoma-girls-funeral-draws-hundreds/article/3554355?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Midwest City police seize ‘demonic drawing' during search of homicide scene 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-police-seize-demonic-drawing-during-search-of-

homicide-scene/article/3554320#ixzz1IHXVd1wB

 

Dispute results in fight at Cheyenne-Arapaho tribal complex 

http://newsok.com/dispute-results-in-fight-at-cheyenne-arapaho-tribal-

complex/article/3554328#ixzz1IHXpo1qt

 

Bigger corn crop unlikely to ease food prices 

http://newsok.com/bigger-corn-crop-unlikely-to-ease-food-

prices/article/3554343#ixzz1IHY1TJWG

 

Drought drying up hopes of wheat harvest for many Oklahomans 

http://newsok.com/drought-drying-up-hopes-of-wheat-harvest-for-many-

oklahomans/article/3553934#ixzz1IHYGBMM8

 

Libyan fears send oil prices soaring

http://newsok.com/libyan-fears-send-oil-prices-soaring/article/3554325?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Hoping Obama has some idea how energy industry works 

http://newsok.com/hoping-obama-has-some-idea-how-energy-industry-

works/article/3554176#ixzz1IHYrbAUx

 

Example of Connecticut governor one to emulate

http://newsok.com/example-of-connecticut-governor-one-to-

emulate/article/3554175?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Swinton our choice for Ward 2 seat

http://newsok.com/swinton-our-choice-for-ward-2-seat/article/3554174?
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custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Working to eliminate discrimination in state government

http://newsok.com/working-to-eliminate-discrimination-in-state-

government/article/3554165?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate leader rejects health-care exchange bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A1_OKLAHO884806

Bill to disempower state Board of Education goes to Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A1_CUTLIN733273

Ex-Senate leader Mike Morgan was under FBI probe for years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A3_CUTLIN966216

Morgan indictments involve landfill, power plants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A3_OKLAHO319191

Gun-carrying lawmakers focus of bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A7_CUTLIN876255

Jobs, GOP topics for Democrats' convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A7_Jobsan74950

Dueling proposals on running Tulsa government can't both win, attorneys say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A15_CUTLIN451672

Drug-court advocates describe effectiveness

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A15_CUTLIN994612

Judge throws legal challenge back in Tulsa City Council's court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A12_ULNSbb227758

Inhofe questions Army Corps of Engineers on Arkansas River plan funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A12_ULNSbp935098

Mayor: Public Works Department changes to be announced Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A12_Anonee872884

Waste disposal event this weekend

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A12_TheMet275089

Oklahoma's bridges second-worst in nation, new study says
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A7_Anatio513687

Traveling bible exhibit set for OKC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_12_A17_WASHIN389903

Soldiers deploy today with Sapulpa send-off ceremony

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_11_0_Soldie71400

Prison program builds on faith, character

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_18_A1_CUTLIN115006

Veteran's sentence reduced by 57 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_14_A15_CUTLIN81018

TPS spending money on schools marked for closure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A1_CUTLIN826424

48-year-old is first to graduate from Tulsa Virtual Academy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A15_CUTLIN64870

TPS hosts principal-for-a-day volunteers from community

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A10_CUTLIN548423

Librarians are fighters, state conference speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_11_A10_CUTLIN322846

Tulsa County resident's flu death 21st of this season

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_17_A16_ATulsa865432

Prison reform bill advances in the state Senate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110401_61_A20_Oklaho874898

Broken Arrow voters to decide $44.7 million bond issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110401_61_A20_Voters35233
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Okla. Senate leader rejects insurance exchange plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/okla-senate-leader-rejects-insurance-exchange-

plan-capitol/

 

State of disrepair

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/state-of-disrepair-capitol/

 

Noma Gurich sworn in to high court
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/noma-gurich-sworn-in-to-higher-court-law/

 

OIPA: Investigate Cushing’s clogged system

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/crude-clog-at-cushing-costs-state-millions-

energy/

 

FBI: Ex-Senate head Morgan investigated for years

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/fbi-ex-senate-head-morgan-investigated-for-

years-capitol/

 

State bioscience leaders point the way for next generation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/state-bioscience-leaders-point-the-way-for-next-

generation-health-care/

 

Coming home for Cain’s: Oklahoma native returns to Tulsa for documentary about

concert venue

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/coming-home-for-cain%e2%80%99s-oklahoma-

native-returns-to-tulsa-for-documentary-about-concert-venue-general-news/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Stae GOP leaders follow education overhaul in Fla.
 

State judge denies request to remove district attorney

 

Woman asks to keep kangaroo
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
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New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Apr. 2-4, 2011
Date: Monday, April 04, 2011 10:07:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Fallin hopes to keep insurance exchange idea alive this session

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallin-hopes-to-keep-insurance-exchange-idea-alive-this-

session/article/3555106#ixzz1IYpPz4d5

 

Labor union debate heats up in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/labor-union-debate-heats-up-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3554907#ixzz1IYq2fgjk

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker sought to limit state's regulation of assisted living

centers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-lawmaker-sought-to-limit-states-regulation-of-

assisted-living-centers/article/3554761#ixzz1IYqxRa4P

 

Ethical scrapes nothing new for indicted former Oklahoma Senate leader and lobbyist

http://newsok.com/ethical-scrapes-nothing-new-for-indicted-former-oklahoma-

senate-leader-and-lobbyist/article/3554989#ixzz1IYoKvxvn
 
Raising bar for graduation worries some

http://newsok.com/raising-bar-for-graduation-worries-some/article/3555143
 
Oklahoma's new graduation requirements

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-graduation-requirements/article/3555142
 
Funding Achieving Classroom Excellence requirements

http://newsok.com/funding-achieving-classroom-excellence-

requirements/article/3555141
 
Cracks found in 3 grounded Southwest planes; possible electrical problem diverts

another jet

 http://newsok.com/cracks-found-in-3-grounded-southwest-planes-possible-

electrical-problem-diverts-another-jet/article/3555311#ixzz1IYmah1H7

 

Obama announces re-election bid in web video

http://newsok.com/obama-announces-re-election-bid-in-web-video/article/3555309?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Inhofe rejects request by U.S. official to persuade African leader to leave

http://newsok.com/inhofe-rejects-request-by-u.s.-official-to-persuade-african-leader-

to-leave/article/3555294#ixzz1IYnGo2aB
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New discoveries may await in study of Green Collection of ancient biblical texts
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'Passages' designed to offer interactive experience at OKC museum

http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-

museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk

 

Expensive Oklahoma City Council elections to come to an end Tuesday

http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-

tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx

 

Obama tries to mediate latest budget standoff

http://newsok.com/obama-tries-to-mediate-latest-budget-standoff/article/3555029

 

Bond packages are on the ballots for

Tuesday's elections in Broken Arrow and Bixby

http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-

broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R

 

Conservative group first proposed health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-
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Obama promotes fuel-saving vehicles
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Afghanistan: 8 killed in Quran burning protest at U.N. office
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Former nursing home owner tours state to advocate for eldercare
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Free immunization clinics set for Saturday in OKC

http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-

okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
 
Wewoka boy's death inspires skate park, organ donation

http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-
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Edmond's new hospital names board
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Woman who saved her brother from prison to speak in OKC

http://newsok.com/woman-who-saved-her-brother-from-prison-to-speak-in-

39213

http://newsok.com/new-discoveries-may-await-in-study-of-green-collection-of-ancient-biblical-texts/article/3555131#ixzz1IYnUzgy7
http://newsok.com/new-discoveries-may-await-in-study-of-green-collection-of-ancient-biblical-texts/article/3555131#ixzz1IYnUzgy7
http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk
http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk
http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx
http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx
http://newsok.com/obama-tries-to-mediate-latest-budget-standoff/article/3555029
http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R
http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R
http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-exchanges/article/3555107
http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-exchanges/article/3555107
http://newsok.com/obama-promotes-fuel-saving-vehicles/article/3554836
http://newsok.com/afghanistan-8-killed-in-quran-burning-protest-at-u.n.-office/article/3554472#ixzz1IYrostGe
http://newsok.com/afghanistan-8-killed-in-quran-burning-protest-at-u.n.-office/article/3554472#ixzz1IYrostGe
http://newsok.com/former-nursing-home-owner-tours-state-to-advocate-for-eldercare/article/3554710#ixzz1IYsHcUZx
http://newsok.com/former-nursing-home-owner-tours-state-to-advocate-for-eldercare/article/3554710#ixzz1IYsHcUZx
http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-donation/article/3554667#ixzz1IYst9XKl
http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-donation/article/3554667#ixzz1IYst9XKl
http://newsok.com/edmonds-new-hospital-names-board/article/3554516
http://newsok.com/woman-who-saved-her-brother-from-prison-to-speak-in-okc/article/3555184#ixzz1IYttSWA4


okc/article/3555184#ixzz1IYttSWA4
 

Red or blue, healthiness driven by cultural, lifestyle choices

http://newsok.com/red-or-blue-healthiness-driven-by-cultural-lifestyle-

choices/article/3554537#ixzz1IYvPIiSQ

 

Rhee offers a lesson about school board power

http://newsok.com/rhee-offers-a-lesson-about-school-board-

power/article/3554536#ixzz1IYvdPgBN

 

A midterm look at work of the Legislature

http://newsok.com/a-midterm-look-at-work-of-the-

legislature/article/3554526#ixzz1IYvpnjnb

 

Big payout is only guarantee in child welfare lawsuits

http://newsok.com/big-payout-is-only-guarantee-in-child-welfare-

lawsuits/article/3554525#ixzz1IYw4N7AG

 

ScissorTales: State has more parks than it can afford

http://newsok.com/scissortales-state-has-more-parks-than-it-can-

afford/article/3554518#ixzz1IYwHuObp
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Prescription drug price takes a huge jump

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110402_61_A20_Hrnxml3396

Obama birth certificate would be required in 2012 under proposed bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20110403_213_G6_Notsle957453

Texas sex-ed program pushed by local doctors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20110403_211_G6_IfTexa30266

Global food price increases hit home in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20110403_214_G1_CUTLIN421847
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Lawmakers struggle with budget shortfall

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/lawmakers-struggle-with-budget-shortfall-capitol/
 
Tulsa Technology Center’s donated MD-80 aircraft arrives at Jones/Riverside

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/donated-md-80-aircraft-arrives-at-tulsa-

technology-center-aerospace/
 
Wine label has Oklahoma connection

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/wine-label-has-oklahoma-connection-general-

news/
 
Taylor Industries to add 98 positions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/taylor-industries-to-add-98-positions-general-

news/
 
OKC PAC contributors unidentified

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/okc-pac-contributors-unidentified-finance/
 
These Walls: Old National Weather Service building

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/these-walls-old-national-weather-service-

building-real-estate/
 
More than 11,000 people due for Pre-Paid event

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/more-than-11000-people-due-for-pre-paid-

event-law/
 
Totally Green machine: Broken Arrow startup makes food composting disposal unit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/totally-green-machine-broken-arrow-startup-

makes-food-composting-disposal-unit-general-news/
 
SemGroup posts $4.9M 4Q loss
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/semgroup-posts-4-9m-4q-loss-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
States impose clashing cuts

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368275/States-impose-clashing-cuts
 
Arraignments set for Wednesday

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368271/Arraignments-set-for-Wednesday
 
Wildfires continue popping up in Okla.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368231/Wildfires-continue-popping-up-

in-Okla
 
Lawsuit that challenged ‘official English’ dropped

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367932/Lawsuit-that-challenged-official-

English-dropped
 
Legislature reaches halfway point in session

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367596/Legislature-reaches-halfway-

point-in-session
 
State judge denies request to remove district attorney

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367217/State-judge-denies-request-to-

remove-district-attorney
 
Stae GOP leaders follow education overhaul in Fla.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10257060/Stae-GOP-leaders-follow-

education-overhaul-in-Fla
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
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DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

39219

http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Aug. 24, 2011
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 9:31:22 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City names new finance director

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-names-new-finance-director/article/3597495?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma City teenager accused in death of his baby sister held without bail

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-teenager-accused-in-death-of-his-baby-sister-

held-without-bail/article/3597522#ixzz1Vx9deEVO

Oklahoma heat wave continues 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-heat-wave-continues/article/3597475

Proposed Route 66 changes in Oklahoma come with concerns 

http://newsok.com/proposed-route-66-changes-in-oklahoma-come-with-

concerns/article/3597448#ixzz1VxAKjbx9

Norman United Way programs get funding boost 

http://newsok.com/norman-united-way-programs-get-funding-boost/article/3597355?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

Midwest City teen who hacked grandparents to death pleads guilty to murder, arson

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-teen-who-hacked-grandparents-to-death-pleads-

guilty-to-murder-arson/article/3597337#ixzz1VxAjxrM1

Judge throws out 23 felony counts in former police officer's molestation case

http://newsok.com/judge-throws-out-23-felony-counts-in-former-police-officers-

molestation-case/article/3597523#ixzz1VxB4JxQ1

Edmond mayor calls public safety center key to future

http://newsok.com/edmond-mayor-calls-public-safety-center-key-to-

future/article/3597394#ixzz1VxBVOtRC

Gov. Mary Fallin makes appointments to medical board 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-makes-appointments-to-medical-

board/article/3597516#ixzz1VxBdTeS1

U.S. Army 1st Lt. Michael Behenna criticizes military justice system

http://newsok.com/u.s.-army-1st-lt.-michael-behenna-criticizes-military-justice-

system/article/3597480#ixzz1VxBo5As0

 

States may get second chance at insurance exchange
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http://newsok.com/states-may-get-second-chance-at-insurance-

exchange/article/3597563#ixzz1VxBvun5k

 

Obama administration unveils plan to ax hundreds of rules

http://newsok.com/obama-administration-unveils-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules/article/3597491#ixzz1VxC3cslu

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for Aug. 24, 2011

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-aug.-24-2011/article/3597515

Attorney for Cherokee freedmen questions timing of tribal court ruling

http://newsok.com/attorney-for-cherokee-freedmen-questions-timing-of-tribal-court-

ruling/article/3597492#ixzz1VxCLamoX

Seventh contender files for Oklahoma House post 

http://newsok.com/seventh-contender-files-for-oklahoma-house-post/article/3597305

Staff of Oklahoma delegation feels DC quake

http://newsok.com/staff-of-oklahoma-delegation-feels-dc-quake/article/3597391

Algae warning closes Fort Gibson Lake swimming area

http://newsok.com/algae-warning-closes-fort-gibson-lake-swimming-

area/article/3597520#ixzz1VxCyzZ3z

Errors in testing data hold up results for districts, students

http://newsok.com/errors-in-testing-data-hold-up-results-for-districts-

students/article/3597644#ixzz1VxDANjFS

Choctaw-Nicoma Park students start year in updated schools 

http://newsok.com/choctaw-nicoma-park-students-start-year-in-updated-

schools/article/3597349#ixzz1VxDHwjJo

Gallup poll: Oklahoma among top states in job growth 

http://newsok.com/gallup-poll-oklahoma-among-top-states-in-job-

growth/article/3597614#ixzz1VxDVVxMz

Oklahoma bank profits grow nearly 25 percent

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-bank-profits-grow-nearly-25-percent/article/3597600

 

Cherokee Nation Businesses partners with Walmart

http://newsok.com/cherokee-nation-businesses-partners-with-

walmart/article/3597481

 

CBO: Budget deficit to hit $1.28T, down slightly

http://newsok.com/cbo-budget-deficit-to-hit-1.28t-down-

slightly/article/feed/288824#ixzz1VxE4EAqh

Survey: Employers consider ending health coverage
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http://newsok.com/survey-employers-consider-ending-health-

coverage/article/feed/288817

 

Oil near $85 after mixed US crude supply report

http://newsok.com/oil-near-85-after-mixed-us-crude-supply-

report/article/feed/288417#ixzz1VxELgauk

Local wheat sees revival in former grain states 

http://newsok.com/local-wheat-sees-revival-in-former-grain-

states/article/feed/288765#ixzz1VxESnc1H

 

36 Oklahoma firms make Inc. list of fastest growing companies 

http://newsok.com/36-oklahoma-firms-make-inc.-list-of-fastest-growing-

companies/article/3597485#ixzz1VxEaR968

 

Big banks offer payday loan by another name

http://newsok.com/big-banks-offer-payday-loan-by-another-

name/article/3597477#ixzz1VxEjAz5V

Longevity insurance covers longer life spans 

http://newsok.com/longevity-insurance-covers-longer-life-spans/article/3597620

Is it time to consider earthquake insurance?

http://newsok.com/is-it-time-to-consider-earthquake-insurance/article/3597619

August shaping up to be worst for stocks since 1998

http://newsok.com/august-shaping-up-to-be-worst-for-stocks-since-

1998/article/3597519#ixzz1VxFAAcAk

Indian business summit kicks off Tuesday in Norman

http://newsok.com/indian-business-summit-kicks-off-tuesday-in-

norman/article/3597508#ixzz1VxFH53TT

USGS boosts amount of Marcellus Shale gas reserves

http://newsok.com/usgs-boosts-amount-of-marcellus-shale-gas-

reserves/article/feed/288636#ixzz1VxFUCYyp

Stocks jump; Dow has its best gain in 2 weeks 

http://newsok.com/stocks-jump-dow-has-its-best-gain-in-2-

weeks/article/feed/288367#ixzz1VxFf2gtw

Oklahoma not alone in capitalizing on right turn in 2010 elections 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-not-alone-in-capitalizing-on-right-turn-in-2010-

elections/article/3597332#ixzz1VxFozNMi

 

Security deposit for use of Capitol rotundas a reasonable idea 

http://newsok.com/security-deposit-for-use-of-capitol-rotundas-a-reasonable-

idea/article/3597331#ixzz1VxFw0ben
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Federal grants fund broadband access in remote areas of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/federal-grants-fund-broadband-access-in-remote-areas-of-

oklahoma/article/3597330#ixzz1VxG2zJyL

Leadership Oklahoma City: 30 years of making a difference in the community

http://newsok.com/leadership-oklahoma-city-30-years-of-making-a-difference-in-the-

community/article/3597335#ixzz1VxGKf5Ex

Dana Murphy: Tackling complex issues requires collaboration

http://newsok.com/dana-murphy-tackling-complex-issues-requires-

collaboration/article/3597334?custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 

 
Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin to consider reducing drug dealer's sentence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A9_CUTLIN375109

State superintendent cites school testing contractor errors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_19_A1_CUTLIN949120

Councilors question annexation proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN112328

City denies carpet shop owner zoning code exception

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A9_Theown334917

Online district maps are out of date

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A5_CUTLIN20884

Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400

Corndog Classic run to benefit cancer research, United Way

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A2_ULNSon274654

Officials weigh entering Race to the Top early childhood education contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A8_WASHIN725947

Cars parked illegally in spaces for handicapped face reporting to police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A5_Thecit925651

Redistricting may give GOP a chance to shore up the House

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A8_CUTLIN171567

Libya weapons stockpiles cause worry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A7_CUTLIN50697

Senator: F-16 deal with Taiwan might bypass Obama OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A8_WASHIN10650

Residents wary of Route 66 improvements near Arcadia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A14_EDMOND754691

Study: Slower mail could save USPS $1.5 billion a year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_222_A3_WASHIN145033

Fallen Soldier: Back On Sooner Soil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A10_Anhono572916

Woman lodges guilty plea in infant neglect death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_12_A1_CUTLIN760988

Cascia Hall celebrates 25 years as coeducational school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_19_A9_CUTLIN538856

Inhofe lays long list of nation’s ills at Obama’s feet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_336_0_BROKEN695237

Freedmen descendants decry tribal court ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_11_0_THEUHD880826

Man uses scrapbooks to comfort families of fallen soldiers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_11_A2_CUTLIN158149
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Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400

Deliberations in police trial enter fourth day 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_443_0_hrimgs321170

Sites of 3 Osage Casinos now in full legal standing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_ULNShs901654

Judge tosses firearms conviction of former Tulsa police officer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN487401

Hearing resumes for Oklahoma father accused of neglect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_14_0_OKLAHO405926

Federal building stymies downtown growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Theren817891

Honey Springs battlefield improvement worthwhile

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Thebat339411

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Administration moves plan to ax hundreds of rules 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/administration-moves-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules-general-news/

 

More Western towns adopt ‘toilet to tap’ strategy to water conservation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/more-western-towns-adopt-%e2%80%98toilet-

to-tap%e2%80%99-strategy-to-water-conservation-general-news/

 

Unique care concept: OU-Tulsa medical school builds clinic network through

community partnerships

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/unique-care-concept-ou-tulsa-medical-school-

builds-clinic-network-through-community-partnerships-health-care/

 

Hobby Lobby expanding headquarters 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hobby-lobby-expanding-headquarters-real-

estate/
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FlightSafety opens $42M Broken Arrow facility

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/flightsafety-opens-42m-broken-arrow-facility-

aerospace/

 

Oklahoma City Council to consider convention center issues

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/okc-council-to-determine-fate-of-30-million-

station-real-estate/

 

Pruitt: EPA rule could cost $150M

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/pruitt-epa-rule-could-cost-150m-energy/

 

Tulsa Pipeline Expo targets growth 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/tulsa-pipeline-expo-targets-growth-energy/

 

Oil above $85 on economic news and weaker dollar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/oil-above-85-on-economic-news-and-weaker-

dollar-energy/

 

Emerging from darkness

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-program-to-help-veterans-needing-mental-

health-treatment-health-care/

 

Feds resist control for hydrocodone

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/feds-resist-control-for-hydrocodone-health-care/

 

Perry says no to ‘Obamacare,’ but what’s his plan?

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/perry-says-no-to-

%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-but-what%e2%80%99s-his-plan-health-care/

 

Back-to-school can mean vaccines for tweens, teens 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/back-to-school-can-mean-vaccines-for-tweens-

teens-health-care/

 

New data spill shows risk of online health records

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-data-spill-shows-risk-of-online-health-

records-health-care/

 

Hospitals are giving faster heart care, study says

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hospitals-are-giving-faster-heart-care-study-

says-health-care/

 

Changes to Pre-Paid Legal Services in works

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/changes-to-pre-paid-legal-services-in-works-

law/

 

Lawmakers support water rights lawsuit by tribes 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/lawmakers-support-water-rights-lawsuit-by-
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tribes-law/

 

New law puts spotlight on workers’ comp

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-law-puts-spotlight-on-

workers%e2%80%99-comp-law/

 

Cherokee tribal court reverses order voiding amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/cherokee-tribal-court-reverses-order-voiding-

amendment-law/

 

Daughter files for late father’s Okla. House seat

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/daughter-files-for-late-father%e2%80%99s-okla-

house-seat-capitol/

 

Stocks jump; Dow has best gain in 2 weeks

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/stocks-jump-dow-has-best-gain-in-2-weeks-

finance/

 

FDIC: Number of problem banks fell to 865 in Q2

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/fdic-number-of-problem-banks-fell-to-865-in-q2-

finance/

 
 
Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

No headlines were available today.
 

 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Aug. 24, 2011
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 9:31:21 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City names new finance director

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-names-new-finance-director/article/3597495?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma City teenager accused in death of his baby sister held without bail

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-teenager-accused-in-death-of-his-baby-sister-

held-without-bail/article/3597522#ixzz1Vx9deEVO

Oklahoma heat wave continues 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-heat-wave-continues/article/3597475

Proposed Route 66 changes in Oklahoma come with concerns 

http://newsok.com/proposed-route-66-changes-in-oklahoma-come-with-

concerns/article/3597448#ixzz1VxAKjbx9

Norman United Way programs get funding boost 

http://newsok.com/norman-united-way-programs-get-funding-boost/article/3597355?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

Midwest City teen who hacked grandparents to death pleads guilty to murder, arson

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-teen-who-hacked-grandparents-to-death-pleads-

guilty-to-murder-arson/article/3597337#ixzz1VxAjxrM1

Judge throws out 23 felony counts in former police officer's molestation case

http://newsok.com/judge-throws-out-23-felony-counts-in-former-police-officers-

molestation-case/article/3597523#ixzz1VxB4JxQ1

Edmond mayor calls public safety center key to future

http://newsok.com/edmond-mayor-calls-public-safety-center-key-to-

future/article/3597394#ixzz1VxBVOtRC

Gov. Mary Fallin makes appointments to medical board 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-makes-appointments-to-medical-

board/article/3597516#ixzz1VxBdTeS1

U.S. Army 1st Lt. Michael Behenna criticizes military justice system

http://newsok.com/u.s.-army-1st-lt.-michael-behenna-criticizes-military-justice-

system/article/3597480#ixzz1VxBo5As0

 

States may get second chance at insurance exchange
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http://newsok.com/states-may-get-second-chance-at-insurance-

exchange/article/3597563#ixzz1VxBvun5k

 

Obama administration unveils plan to ax hundreds of rules

http://newsok.com/obama-administration-unveils-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules/article/3597491#ixzz1VxC3cslu

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for Aug. 24, 2011

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-aug.-24-2011/article/3597515

Attorney for Cherokee freedmen questions timing of tribal court ruling

http://newsok.com/attorney-for-cherokee-freedmen-questions-timing-of-tribal-court-

ruling/article/3597492#ixzz1VxCLamoX

Seventh contender files for Oklahoma House post 

http://newsok.com/seventh-contender-files-for-oklahoma-house-post/article/3597305

Staff of Oklahoma delegation feels DC quake

http://newsok.com/staff-of-oklahoma-delegation-feels-dc-quake/article/3597391

Algae warning closes Fort Gibson Lake swimming area

http://newsok.com/algae-warning-closes-fort-gibson-lake-swimming-

area/article/3597520#ixzz1VxCyzZ3z

Errors in testing data hold up results for districts, students

http://newsok.com/errors-in-testing-data-hold-up-results-for-districts-

students/article/3597644#ixzz1VxDANjFS

Choctaw-Nicoma Park students start year in updated schools 

http://newsok.com/choctaw-nicoma-park-students-start-year-in-updated-

schools/article/3597349#ixzz1VxDHwjJo

Gallup poll: Oklahoma among top states in job growth 

http://newsok.com/gallup-poll-oklahoma-among-top-states-in-job-

growth/article/3597614#ixzz1VxDVVxMz

Oklahoma bank profits grow nearly 25 percent

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-bank-profits-grow-nearly-25-percent/article/3597600

 

Cherokee Nation Businesses partners with Walmart

http://newsok.com/cherokee-nation-businesses-partners-with-

walmart/article/3597481

 

CBO: Budget deficit to hit $1.28T, down slightly

http://newsok.com/cbo-budget-deficit-to-hit-1.28t-down-

slightly/article/feed/288824#ixzz1VxE4EAqh

Survey: Employers consider ending health coverage
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http://newsok.com/survey-employers-consider-ending-health-

coverage/article/feed/288817

 

Oil near $85 after mixed US crude supply report

http://newsok.com/oil-near-85-after-mixed-us-crude-supply-

report/article/feed/288417#ixzz1VxELgauk

Local wheat sees revival in former grain states 

http://newsok.com/local-wheat-sees-revival-in-former-grain-

states/article/feed/288765#ixzz1VxESnc1H

 

36 Oklahoma firms make Inc. list of fastest growing companies 

http://newsok.com/36-oklahoma-firms-make-inc.-list-of-fastest-growing-

companies/article/3597485#ixzz1VxEaR968

 

Big banks offer payday loan by another name

http://newsok.com/big-banks-offer-payday-loan-by-another-

name/article/3597477#ixzz1VxEjAz5V

Longevity insurance covers longer life spans 

http://newsok.com/longevity-insurance-covers-longer-life-spans/article/3597620

Is it time to consider earthquake insurance?

http://newsok.com/is-it-time-to-consider-earthquake-insurance/article/3597619

August shaping up to be worst for stocks since 1998

http://newsok.com/august-shaping-up-to-be-worst-for-stocks-since-

1998/article/3597519#ixzz1VxFAAcAk

Indian business summit kicks off Tuesday in Norman

http://newsok.com/indian-business-summit-kicks-off-tuesday-in-

norman/article/3597508#ixzz1VxFH53TT

USGS boosts amount of Marcellus Shale gas reserves

http://newsok.com/usgs-boosts-amount-of-marcellus-shale-gas-

reserves/article/feed/288636#ixzz1VxFUCYyp

Stocks jump; Dow has its best gain in 2 weeks 

http://newsok.com/stocks-jump-dow-has-its-best-gain-in-2-

weeks/article/feed/288367#ixzz1VxFf2gtw

Oklahoma not alone in capitalizing on right turn in 2010 elections 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-not-alone-in-capitalizing-on-right-turn-in-2010-

elections/article/3597332#ixzz1VxFozNMi

 

Security deposit for use of Capitol rotundas a reasonable idea 

http://newsok.com/security-deposit-for-use-of-capitol-rotundas-a-reasonable-

idea/article/3597331#ixzz1VxFw0ben
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Federal grants fund broadband access in remote areas of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/federal-grants-fund-broadband-access-in-remote-areas-of-

oklahoma/article/3597330#ixzz1VxG2zJyL

Leadership Oklahoma City: 30 years of making a difference in the community

http://newsok.com/leadership-oklahoma-city-30-years-of-making-a-difference-in-the-

community/article/3597335#ixzz1VxGKf5Ex

Dana Murphy: Tackling complex issues requires collaboration

http://newsok.com/dana-murphy-tackling-complex-issues-requires-

collaboration/article/3597334?custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 

 
Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin to consider reducing drug dealer's sentence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A9_CUTLIN375109

State superintendent cites school testing contractor errors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_19_A1_CUTLIN949120

Councilors question annexation proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN112328

City denies carpet shop owner zoning code exception

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A9_Theown334917

Online district maps are out of date

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A5_CUTLIN20884

Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400

Corndog Classic run to benefit cancer research, United Way

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A2_ULNSon274654

Officials weigh entering Race to the Top early childhood education contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A8_WASHIN725947

Cars parked illegally in spaces for handicapped face reporting to police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A5_Thecit925651

Redistricting may give GOP a chance to shore up the House

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A8_CUTLIN171567

Libya weapons stockpiles cause worry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A7_CUTLIN50697

Senator: F-16 deal with Taiwan might bypass Obama OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A8_WASHIN10650

Residents wary of Route 66 improvements near Arcadia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A14_EDMOND754691

Study: Slower mail could save USPS $1.5 billion a year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_222_A3_WASHIN145033

Fallen Soldier: Back On Sooner Soil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A10_Anhono572916

Woman lodges guilty plea in infant neglect death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_12_A1_CUTLIN760988

Cascia Hall celebrates 25 years as coeducational school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_19_A9_CUTLIN538856

Inhofe lays long list of nation’s ills at Obama’s feet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_336_0_BROKEN695237

Freedmen descendants decry tribal court ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_11_0_THEUHD880826

Man uses scrapbooks to comfort families of fallen soldiers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_11_A2_CUTLIN158149
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Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400

Deliberations in police trial enter fourth day 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_443_0_hrimgs321170

Sites of 3 Osage Casinos now in full legal standing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_ULNShs901654

Judge tosses firearms conviction of former Tulsa police officer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN487401

Hearing resumes for Oklahoma father accused of neglect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_14_0_OKLAHO405926

Federal building stymies downtown growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Theren817891

Honey Springs battlefield improvement worthwhile

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Thebat339411

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Administration moves plan to ax hundreds of rules 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/administration-moves-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules-general-news/

 

More Western towns adopt ‘toilet to tap’ strategy to water conservation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/more-western-towns-adopt-%e2%80%98toilet-

to-tap%e2%80%99-strategy-to-water-conservation-general-news/

 

Unique care concept: OU-Tulsa medical school builds clinic network through

community partnerships

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/unique-care-concept-ou-tulsa-medical-school-

builds-clinic-network-through-community-partnerships-health-care/

 

Hobby Lobby expanding headquarters 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hobby-lobby-expanding-headquarters-real-

estate/
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FlightSafety opens $42M Broken Arrow facility

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/flightsafety-opens-42m-broken-arrow-facility-

aerospace/

 

Oklahoma City Council to consider convention center issues

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/okc-council-to-determine-fate-of-30-million-

station-real-estate/

 

Pruitt: EPA rule could cost $150M

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/pruitt-epa-rule-could-cost-150m-energy/

 

Tulsa Pipeline Expo targets growth 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/tulsa-pipeline-expo-targets-growth-energy/

 

Oil above $85 on economic news and weaker dollar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/oil-above-85-on-economic-news-and-weaker-

dollar-energy/

 

Emerging from darkness

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-program-to-help-veterans-needing-mental-

health-treatment-health-care/

 

Feds resist control for hydrocodone

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/feds-resist-control-for-hydrocodone-health-care/

 

Perry says no to ‘Obamacare,’ but what’s his plan?

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/perry-says-no-to-

%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-but-what%e2%80%99s-his-plan-health-care/

 

Back-to-school can mean vaccines for tweens, teens 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/back-to-school-can-mean-vaccines-for-tweens-

teens-health-care/

 

New data spill shows risk of online health records

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-data-spill-shows-risk-of-online-health-

records-health-care/

 

Hospitals are giving faster heart care, study says

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hospitals-are-giving-faster-heart-care-study-

says-health-care/

 

Changes to Pre-Paid Legal Services in works

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/changes-to-pre-paid-legal-services-in-works-

law/

 

Lawmakers support water rights lawsuit by tribes 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/lawmakers-support-water-rights-lawsuit-by-
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tribes-law/

 

New law puts spotlight on workers’ comp

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-law-puts-spotlight-on-

workers%e2%80%99-comp-law/

 

Cherokee tribal court reverses order voiding amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/cherokee-tribal-court-reverses-order-voiding-

amendment-law/

 

Daughter files for late father’s Okla. House seat

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/daughter-files-for-late-father%e2%80%99s-okla-

house-seat-capitol/

 

Stocks jump; Dow has best gain in 2 weeks

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/stocks-jump-dow-has-best-gain-in-2-weeks-

finance/

 

FDIC: Number of problem banks fell to 865 in Q2

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/fdic-number-of-problem-banks-fell-to-865-in-q2-

finance/

 
 
Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

No headlines were available today.
 

 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 11-13, 2012
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:30:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma elections: Republicans fight to fill Oklahoma Senate District 17 seat left

vacant by Democrat

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-elections-republicans-fight-to-fill-oklahoma-senate-

district-17-seat-left-vacant-by-democrat/article/3700210#ixzz23QvxNfFt

 

Race for Oklahoma County court clerk heats up

http://newsok.com/race-for-oklahoma-county-court-clerk-heats-

up/article/3700216#ixzz23Qw84DFh

 

Tea party gets its man in Ryan for vice president

http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-

president/article/feed/418841#ixzz23QtfCOwl

 

What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep. Paul Ryan as

GOP running mate

http://newsok.com/what-they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-

of-rep.-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-mate/article/3700258#ixzz23QwsI9me

 

Excerpts from Ryan's announcement speech

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-ryans-announcement-speech/article/feed/418097

 

Suspicious suitcase found near Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms building in

downtown Oklahoma City.

http://newsok.com/suspicious-suitcase-found-near-bureau-of-alcohol-tobacco-and-

firearms-building-in-downtown-oklahoma-city./article/3700530#ixzz23QyGx8AC

 

Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out of the

wrong hands

http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-

guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207#ixzz23QtwjaGS

 

Eat Mor Chikin: Obama directs $170 million government purchase of meat

http://newsok.com/eat-mor-chikin-obama-directs-170-million-government-purchase-

of-meat/article/feed/418927#ixzz23Qu9FY3F

 

How to buy a gun from a federally licensed firearm dealer in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/how-to-buy-a-gun-from-a-federally-licensed-firearm-dealer-in-

oklahoma/article/3700200#ixzz23Qv5jYQq

 

Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal database

39238

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-elections-republicans-fight-to-fill-oklahoma-senate-district-17-seat-left-vacant-by-democrat/article/3700210#ixzz23QvxNfFt
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-elections-republicans-fight-to-fill-oklahoma-senate-district-17-seat-left-vacant-by-democrat/article/3700210#ixzz23QvxNfFt
http://newsok.com/race-for-oklahoma-county-court-clerk-heats-up/article/3700216#ixzz23Qw84DFh
http://newsok.com/race-for-oklahoma-county-court-clerk-heats-up/article/3700216#ixzz23Qw84DFh
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841#ixzz23QtfCOwl
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841#ixzz23QtfCOwl
http://newsok.com/what-they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep.-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-mate/article/3700258#ixzz23QwsI9me
http://newsok.com/what-they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep.-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-mate/article/3700258#ixzz23QwsI9me
http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-ryans-announcement-speech/article/feed/418097
http://newsok.com/suspicious-suitcase-found-near-bureau-of-alcohol-tobacco-and-firearms-building-in-downtown-oklahoma-city./article/3700530#ixzz23QyGx8AC
http://newsok.com/suspicious-suitcase-found-near-bureau-of-alcohol-tobacco-and-firearms-building-in-downtown-oklahoma-city./article/3700530#ixzz23QyGx8AC
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207#ixzz23QtwjaGS
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207#ixzz23QtwjaGS
http://newsok.com/eat-mor-chikin-obama-directs-170-million-government-purchase-of-meat/article/feed/418927#ixzz23Qu9FY3F
http://newsok.com/eat-mor-chikin-obama-directs-170-million-government-purchase-of-meat/article/feed/418927#ixzz23Qu9FY3F
http://newsok.com/how-to-buy-a-gun-from-a-federally-licensed-firearm-dealer-in-oklahoma/article/3700200#ixzz23Qv5jYQq
http://newsok.com/how-to-buy-a-gun-from-a-federally-licensed-firearm-dealer-in-oklahoma/article/3700200#ixzz23Qv5jYQq


http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-

to-federal-database/article/3700199#ixzz23QvF2vrk

 

Records to help identify persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are

extensive

http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-

owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201#ixzz23QvTpVqu

 

Big crowds point to a Romney-Ryan edge?

http://newsok.com/big-crowds-point-to-a-romney-ryan-edge/article/feed/418655.

 

DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic

http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-

democratic/article/feed/418677#ixzz23QwKeCev

 

Edmond Public Transportation Committee wants to create a trust for accepting

donations to bus system

http://newsok.com/edmond-public-transportation-committee-wants-to-create-a-trust-

for-accepting-donations-to-bus-system/article/3699849#ixzz23QxcNFjH

 

Vandals shoot paintballs at OKC mosque

http://newsok.com/vandals-shoot-paintballs-at-okc-mosque/article/3700402

 

Design standards for high-density housing will be topic of Norman meeting

http://newsok.com/design-standards-for-high-density-housing-will-be-topic-of-

norman-meeting/article/3699863#ixzz23Qymitf4

 

Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited

http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-

profited/article/feed/418038#ixzz23QzMvq5h

 

Oklahoma health care providers to receive $15.3 million in HMO insolvency case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-health-care-providers-to-receive-15.3-million-in-hmo-

insolvency-case/article/3699924#ixzz23QzcYbAT

 

Oklahoma City commercial property firm earns digital bragging rights

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-commercial-property-firm-earns-digital-bragging-

rights/article/3699919#ixzz23QzoUGjS

 

Oklahoma-based Continental Resources shareholders approve purchase

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-continental-resources-shareholders-approve-

purchase/article/3699922?custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans

http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-

republicans/article/3699824#ixzz23R0K7heb

 

Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
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http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-

rhetoric/article/3699812#ixzz23R0SvJmc

 

In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-

theoretical/article/3699813

 

Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare

http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814

 

ScissorTales: Obama's divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience

http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-

experience/article/3699803#ixzz23R1EKakF

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

DHS seeks names of Children's Rights' sources

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=707&articleid=20120811_11_A1_TheOkl868458

 

Oklahoma politicians react to Ryan selection

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120811_16_0_Heresw488568

 

Attorney general's office investigates allegations against state parole board

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120811_11_A13_CUTLIN595426

 

Wildfire damage statistics growing as fire subsides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_12_A1_CUTLIN310887

 

DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842

 

Inmates feel heat in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN886424

 

Inmate letters are ticket to early parole list

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A16_Aforme187220
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Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885

 

State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler-in-chief after

fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864

 

Political Notebook: Budget discussion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin... Richard Morrissette... Oklahoma

Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966

 

Cantor, local Republican leaders rally around Bridenstine in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120811_16_A13_ULNSeu380724

 

City's August sales-tax revenue up 6.5 percent yet below estimates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120811_16_A17_Thecit91440

 

Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418

 

Area cities explore Vision2 possibilities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A1_CUTLIN558339

 

Councilors lean toward Vision2 approval

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A9_CUTLIN669335

 

Obama pledges all-out response to drought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120811_13_0_WASHIN269517

 

Group asks McAlester to reinstate cross to signs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Vandals shoot paintballs at Oklahoma City mosque

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120813_18_0_OKLAHO882011

 

Residences fear new chicken houses will harm Illinois River

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_12_A9_CUTLIN219906

 

Tribe's online loan companies under fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A12_RDRCht963306

 

Families search for relief after homes lost in fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_MANNFO32884

 

Cause of blast at Okla company in Elk City under investigation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120812_12_0_ELKCIT238311

 

Woman accused of biting off man's ear

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_450_0_BROKEN939895

 

I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818

 

Tulsa-area DHS official sees bright future with reforms

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574

 

Accused courthouse shooter set for mental competency trial Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_11_0_Amnwoi196514

 

Initiative works to reduce amount of elective early births

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A9_Atrabg357558

 

TU to offer course in philanthropy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A9_Afterm236471

 

Water use levels off, rationing still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Program provides specialty care to uninsured

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A12_CUTLIN11083

 

Tulsa police e-ticket numbers revenue increases; yet statistics for black drivers

double

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_CUTLIN820137

 

Medical Examiner's anthropologist works to identify remains of 'lonely dead'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A21_CUTLIN17386

 

A 'pox'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840

 

Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888

 

Highway help

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181

 

Note to parole board: Follow the law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696

 

Knocked down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120812_215_G6_CUTLIN621992

 

CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730

 

Motorists want to know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120812_211_G1_CUTLIN621942

 

Cowardly lions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120805_214_G1_emMagi472514
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-

overwhelmingly-approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces DOJ probe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/chesapeake-faces-doj-probe-energy/

 

Syntroleum boosts its production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/

 

US Highland coming full cycle: Tulsa firm makes pacts, plots jobs as it returns to its

roots

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/us-highland-coming-full-cycle-tulsa-firm-makes-

pacts-plots-jobs-as-it-returns-to-its-roots/

 

Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-

system-gift-program-capitol/

 

Experts: Soybean oil tires could affect other commodities

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/experts-soybean-oil-tires-could-affect-other-

commodities-general-news/

 

Texas firm plots retail development in Broken Arrow

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/texas-firm-plots-retail-development-in-broken-

arrow-real-estate/

 

U.S. budget deficit totals $974B through July

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-

finance/

 

Google cutting 4,000 workers at Motorola Mobility, 20 percent of unit's work force

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOOGLE_MOTOROLA_LAYOFFS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks fall after Japan reports weak economic growth, adding to fears of Asian

slowdown

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Around Town: HeartLine awards set

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/around-town-heartline-awards-set-opinion-2/
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Morgan: Propelling the state

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/morgan-propelling-the-state-opinion/

 

Roth: State leads way in natural gas solutions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/roth-state-leads-way-in-natural-gas-solutions-

opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Heat affecting guards, inmates at state prisons

 

Obama pledges drought response

 

Law bars records release for purchases
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399014/Heat-affecting-guards-inmates-at-state-prisons
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x585465188/Obama-pledges-drought-response
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534736/Law-bars-records-release-for-purchases
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

39246

http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 11-13, 2012
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:30:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma elections: Republicans fight to fill Oklahoma Senate District 17 seat left

vacant by Democrat

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-elections-republicans-fight-to-fill-oklahoma-senate-

district-17-seat-left-vacant-by-democrat/article/3700210#ixzz23QvxNfFt

 

Race for Oklahoma County court clerk heats up

http://newsok.com/race-for-oklahoma-county-court-clerk-heats-

up/article/3700216#ixzz23Qw84DFh

 

Tea party gets its man in Ryan for vice president

http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-

president/article/feed/418841#ixzz23QtfCOwl

 

What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep. Paul Ryan as

GOP running mate

http://newsok.com/what-they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-

of-rep.-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-mate/article/3700258#ixzz23QwsI9me

 

Excerpts from Ryan's announcement speech

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-ryans-announcement-speech/article/feed/418097

 

Suspicious suitcase found near Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms building in

downtown Oklahoma City.

http://newsok.com/suspicious-suitcase-found-near-bureau-of-alcohol-tobacco-and-

firearms-building-in-downtown-oklahoma-city./article/3700530#ixzz23QyGx8AC

 

Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out of the

wrong hands

http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-

guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207#ixzz23QtwjaGS

 

Eat Mor Chikin: Obama directs $170 million government purchase of meat

http://newsok.com/eat-mor-chikin-obama-directs-170-million-government-purchase-

of-meat/article/feed/418927#ixzz23Qu9FY3F

 

How to buy a gun from a federally licensed firearm dealer in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/how-to-buy-a-gun-from-a-federally-licensed-firearm-dealer-in-

oklahoma/article/3700200#ixzz23Qv5jYQq

 

Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal database
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-

to-federal-database/article/3700199#ixzz23QvF2vrk

 

Records to help identify persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are

extensive

http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-

owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201#ixzz23QvTpVqu

 

Big crowds point to a Romney-Ryan edge?

http://newsok.com/big-crowds-point-to-a-romney-ryan-edge/article/feed/418655.

 

DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic

http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-

democratic/article/feed/418677#ixzz23QwKeCev

 

Edmond Public Transportation Committee wants to create a trust for accepting

donations to bus system

http://newsok.com/edmond-public-transportation-committee-wants-to-create-a-trust-

for-accepting-donations-to-bus-system/article/3699849#ixzz23QxcNFjH

 

Vandals shoot paintballs at OKC mosque

http://newsok.com/vandals-shoot-paintballs-at-okc-mosque/article/3700402

 

Design standards for high-density housing will be topic of Norman meeting

http://newsok.com/design-standards-for-high-density-housing-will-be-topic-of-

norman-meeting/article/3699863#ixzz23Qymitf4

 

Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited

http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-

profited/article/feed/418038#ixzz23QzMvq5h

 

Oklahoma health care providers to receive $15.3 million in HMO insolvency case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-health-care-providers-to-receive-15.3-million-in-hmo-

insolvency-case/article/3699924#ixzz23QzcYbAT

 

Oklahoma City commercial property firm earns digital bragging rights

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-commercial-property-firm-earns-digital-bragging-

rights/article/3699919#ixzz23QzoUGjS

 

Oklahoma-based Continental Resources shareholders approve purchase

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-continental-resources-shareholders-approve-

purchase/article/3699922?custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans

http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-

republicans/article/3699824#ixzz23R0K7heb

 

Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
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http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-

rhetoric/article/3699812#ixzz23R0SvJmc

 

In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-

theoretical/article/3699813

 

Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare

http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814

 

ScissorTales: Obama's divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience

http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-

experience/article/3699803#ixzz23R1EKakF

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

DHS seeks names of Children's Rights' sources

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=707&articleid=20120811_11_A1_TheOkl868458

 

Oklahoma politicians react to Ryan selection

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120811_16_0_Heresw488568

 

Attorney general's office investigates allegations against state parole board

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120811_11_A13_CUTLIN595426

 

Wildfire damage statistics growing as fire subsides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_12_A1_CUTLIN310887

 

DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842

 

Inmates feel heat in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN886424

 

Inmate letters are ticket to early parole list

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A16_Aforme187220
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Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885

 

State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler-in-chief after

fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864

 

Political Notebook: Budget discussion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin... Richard Morrissette... Oklahoma

Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966

 

Cantor, local Republican leaders rally around Bridenstine in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120811_16_A13_ULNSeu380724

 

City's August sales-tax revenue up 6.5 percent yet below estimates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120811_16_A17_Thecit91440

 

Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418

 

Area cities explore Vision2 possibilities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A1_CUTLIN558339

 

Councilors lean toward Vision2 approval

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A9_CUTLIN669335

 

Obama pledges all-out response to drought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120811_13_0_WASHIN269517

 

Group asks McAlester to reinstate cross to signs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=12&articleid=20120813_12_0_MAETRS847419

 

Vandals shoot paintballs at Oklahoma City mosque

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120813_18_0_OKLAHO882011

 

Residences fear new chicken houses will harm Illinois River

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_12_A9_CUTLIN219906

 

Tribe's online loan companies under fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A12_RDRCht963306

 

Families search for relief after homes lost in fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_MANNFO32884

 

Cause of blast at Okla company in Elk City under investigation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120812_12_0_ELKCIT238311

 

Woman accused of biting off man's ear

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_450_0_BROKEN939895

 

I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818

 

Tulsa-area DHS official sees bright future with reforms

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574

 

Accused courthouse shooter set for mental competency trial Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_11_0_Amnwoi196514

 

Initiative works to reduce amount of elective early births

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A9_Atrabg357558

 

TU to offer course in philanthropy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A9_Afterm236471

 

Water use levels off, rationing still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

39251

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120813_12_0_MAETRS847419
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=18&articleid=20120813_18_0_OKLAHO882011
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=18&articleid=20120813_18_0_OKLAHO882011
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_12_A9_CUTLIN219906
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_12_A9_CUTLIN219906
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A12_RDRCht963306
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A12_RDRCht963306
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_MANNFO32884
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_MANNFO32884
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120812_12_0_ELKCIT238311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120812_12_0_ELKCIT238311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_450_0_BROKEN939895
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_450_0_BROKEN939895
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_11_0_Amnwoi196514
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_11_0_Amnwoi196514
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A9_Atrabg357558
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A9_Atrabg357558
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A9_Afterm236471
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A9_Afterm236471
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A4_bbTuls255170


subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A4_bbTuls255170

 

Program provides specialty care to uninsured

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A12_CUTLIN11083

 

Tulsa police e-ticket numbers revenue increases; yet statistics for black drivers

double

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_CUTLIN820137

 

Medical Examiner's anthropologist works to identify remains of 'lonely dead'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A21_CUTLIN17386

 

A 'pox'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840

 

Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888

 

Highway help

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181

 

Note to parole board: Follow the law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696

 

Knocked down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120812_215_G6_CUTLIN621992

 

CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730

 

Motorists want to know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120812_211_G1_CUTLIN621942

 

Cowardly lions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120805_214_G1_emMagi472514
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-

overwhelmingly-approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces DOJ probe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/chesapeake-faces-doj-probe-energy/

 

Syntroleum boosts its production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/

 

US Highland coming full cycle: Tulsa firm makes pacts, plots jobs as it returns to its

roots

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/us-highland-coming-full-cycle-tulsa-firm-makes-

pacts-plots-jobs-as-it-returns-to-its-roots/

 

Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-

system-gift-program-capitol/

 

Experts: Soybean oil tires could affect other commodities

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/experts-soybean-oil-tires-could-affect-other-

commodities-general-news/

 

Texas firm plots retail development in Broken Arrow

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/texas-firm-plots-retail-development-in-broken-

arrow-real-estate/

 

U.S. budget deficit totals $974B through July

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-

finance/

 

Google cutting 4,000 workers at Motorola Mobility, 20 percent of unit's work force

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOOGLE_MOTOROLA_LAYOFFS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks fall after Japan reports weak economic growth, adding to fears of Asian

slowdown

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Around Town: HeartLine awards set

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/around-town-heartline-awards-set-opinion-2/
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Morgan: Propelling the state

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/morgan-propelling-the-state-opinion/

 

Roth: State leads way in natural gas solutions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/roth-state-leads-way-in-natural-gas-solutions-

opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Heat affecting guards, inmates at state prisons

 

Obama pledges drought response

 

Law bars records release for purchases
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x585465188/Obama-pledges-drought-response
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534736/Law-bars-records-release-for-purchases
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 14, 2012
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 9:19:41 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-

oklahoma/article/3700642#ixzz23Wojb3MV

 
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general's opinion on

sentence commutation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-

generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632#ixzz23WpIfoVw

 

Two Oklahoma candidates for state Senate District 17 defend their education 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-candidates-for-state-senate-district-17-defend-

their-education/article/3700630#ixzz23WpPd2Re

 

National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates 

http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-

delegates/article/3700626#ixzz23WpUwLOI

 

Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say 

http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-

say/article/3700617#ixzz23WpcmpuJ

 

Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member says

http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-

member-says/article/3700529#ixzz23Wpk557C

 

Oklahoma City Council, school board to hold pioneering joint meeting 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-school-board-to-hold-pioneering-joint-

meeting/article/3700693#ixzz23Wmo4RNm

Oklahoma City man accused of raping 11-month-old girl, 5-year-old boy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-man-accused-of-raping-11-month-old-girl-5-year-

old-boy/article/3700545#ixzz23Wmx31uh

UPDATE: Police say unattended suitcase found near ATF building in downtown

Oklahoma City contained nothing dangerous 

http://newsok.com/update-police-say-unattended-suitcase-found-near-atf-building-

in-downtown-oklahoma-city-contained-nothing-

dangerous/article/3700530#ixzz23WnHYpb9

 

University of Central Oklahoma students move to Edmond campus 
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http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-students-move-to-edmond-

campus/article/3700598#ixzz23WnRcpXC

 

Arcadia Lake triathlon is a success

http://newsok.com/arcadia-lake-triathlon-is-a-success/article/3700595?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Midwest City-Del City students will see changes on first day of school 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-del-city-students-will-see-changes-on-first-day-of-

school/article/3700601#ixzz23WnozMga

 

Billboard in Oklahoma City draws attention to national debt 

http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-

debt/article/3700616#ixzz23WnyFfPW

 

Woman arrested after she spanks son, 5, with bag of glass 

http://newsok.com/woman-arrested-after-she-spanks-son-5-with-bag-of-

glass/article/3700528#ixzz23WoDbGcq

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare’s Medicare cuts start January 1st 

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacares-medicare-cuts-start-january-

1st/article/feed/419359#ixzz23WozOGi9

 

Four more beers! Obama buys Budweiser for Iowa State Fair voters 

http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-

voters/article/feed/419352#ixzz23Wp7nseK

 

2 Oklahoma City clinics offer latest breast imaging technology 

http://newsok.com/2-oklahoma-city-clinics-offer-latest-breast-imaging-

technology/article/3700637#ixzz23WqJTcVP

 

Stocks rise at open on positive US retail sales 

http://newsok.com/stocks-rise-at-open-on-positive-us-retail-

sales/article/feed/419354#ixzz23WqOhC6X

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-retail-sales-rose-solid-0.8-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419367#ixzz23WqTtLtd

 

US wholesale prices rose 0.3 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-wholesale-prices-rose-0.3-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419368#ixzz23WqcqPA2

 

Small biz owners grow more pessimistic in July 

http://newsok.com/small-biz-owners-grow-more-pessimistic-in-

july/article/feed/419353#ixzz23WqnmQqu

 

Number of new credit cards issued up 4 pct in 2Q 
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http://newsok.com/number-of-new-credit-cards-issued-up-4-pct-in-

2q/article/feed/419265#ixzz23WqtECR0

 

Looming spending cuts hit more than defense

http://newsok.com/looming-spending-cuts-hit-more-than-defense/article/feed/419290

 

Oil prices up ahead of US retail sales data

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-ahead-of-us-retail-sales-data/article/feed/419275

 

USDA buys meat to help drought-stricken farmers

http://newsok.com/usda-buys-meat-to-help-drought-stricken-farmers/article/3700615

 

Farmers Market waits to be discovered as Oklahoma City's version of Cain's Ballroom

http://newsok.com/farmers-market-waits-to-be-discovered-as-oklahoma-citys-

version-of-cains-ballroom/article/3700658#ixzz23WrtMe1p

 

With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in campaign 

http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-

campaign/article/3700583#ixzz23Ws7JbmN

 

Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars

http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-

dollars/article/3700582

 

Elizabeth Warren's “better roads” platform is paved with deception 

http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-

deception/article/3700581#ixzz23WsXe2jr
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Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN847966

 

Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security benefits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_Hnrdft475805

 

Oklahoma parole board asks for ruling on commutations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO850574

 

Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO337431
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Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A5_CUTLIN203093

 

Tulsa County commissioners vote to put Vision2 plan on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN609219

 

Bartlett lifts Tulsa's water restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A3_Thecit442626

 

Time to act on Vision2 proposal was now, commissioner says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A4_Monday318662

 

Justice: UT affirmative action policy legal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A7_WASHIN571327

 

House files suit against Holder over gov't records

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A8_CUTLIN6785

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Oklahoma State University welcomes new class of freshmen

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120814_330_0_STILLW373415

 

Prostitution sting nets 12 arrests in Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_0_OKLAHO47186

 

Oklahoma man who died in police custody had pneumonia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OKLAHO271507

 

Oklahoma to execute fourth death row inmate of 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OLHMIY433711

 

Owasso school board OKs resolution protesting high-stakes testing for students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120814_19_A12_OWASSO690098
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Panama's police dog's killer sought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A14_ULNSha440614

 

Man accused of ramming man with truck badly beaten, arrested after bar fight

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_450_0_OWASSO867388

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Minister's accused shooter turns himself in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_450_0_Theman211361

 

Oklahoma ranked sixth-worst for obesity rates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A1_Oklaho299643

 

Competency is issue in Tulsa shooting trial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120814_14_A9_CUTLIN369454

 

Oklahoma Heart Institute expands to Hillcrest South

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A12_TheOkl720630

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape, molestation of 14-year-old student

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_11_A14_CUTLIN282642

 

Tulsa animal shelter could win $100,000 by saving 300 more dogs and cats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_A2_CUTLIN122698

 

Poultry-growing plan renews concerns over Illinois watershed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Thecon704978

 

Romney's choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Irsmtv754197
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Precision calibration service firm Accurate Laboratories grows to meet demand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/precision-calibration-service-firm-accurate-

laboratories-grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/

 

Tulsa County tax plan put to voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/tulsa-county-tax-plan-put-to-voters-finance/

 

Event will put incentive act to the test

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/

 

Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-

towns-energy/

 

Explosion injures two in Elk City

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/explosion-injures-two-in-elk-city-energy/

 

Sundance Institute to hold Native Filmmaker Summit in Sulphur

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/sundance-institute-to-hold-native-filmmaker-

summit-in-sulphur-nonprofit/

 

Officials: State school districts doing more with less funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/officials-state-school-districts-doing-more-with-

less-funding-capitol/

 

Home health care franchisee BrightStar continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/home-health-care-franchisee-brightstar-

continues-growth-health-care/

 

7-Eleven donates $1M for YWCA expansion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/7-eleven-donates-1m-for-ywca-expansion-

nonprofit/

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July after 3 straight months of declining sales

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_RETAIL_SALES?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks rise as positive retail sales prove that the American consumer remains

resilient

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Harris: The power of gratitude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/harris-the-power-of-gratitude-opinion/
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Around Town: ‘Symphony by the Sea’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Fallin seeks wildfire aid for Cleveland, three other counties

 

Man draws 10 years for overdose deaths

 

Oklahoma City mosque hit by vandals

 

State poised to execute man in triple homicide

 

State’s oil boom has a downside Oilfield’s allure creates scarcity of workers in small

towns

 

Cause of blast investigated
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399228/Fallin-seeks-wildfire-aid-for-Cleveland-three-other-counties
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399230/Man-draws-10-years-for-overdose-deaths
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399222/Oklahoma-City-mosque-hit-by-vandals
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399226/State-poised-to-execute-man-in-triple-homicide
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399232/State-s-oil-boom-has-a-downside-Oilfield-s-allure-creates-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399232/State-s-oil-boom-has-a-downside-Oilfield-s-allure-creates-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534750/Cause-of-blast-investigated
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com


http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 14, 2012
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 9:19:40 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-

oklahoma/article/3700642#ixzz23Wojb3MV

 
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general's opinion on

sentence commutation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-

generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632#ixzz23WpIfoVw

 

Two Oklahoma candidates for state Senate District 17 defend their education 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-candidates-for-state-senate-district-17-defend-

their-education/article/3700630#ixzz23WpPd2Re

 

National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates 

http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-

delegates/article/3700626#ixzz23WpUwLOI

 

Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say 

http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-

say/article/3700617#ixzz23WpcmpuJ

 

Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member says

http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-

member-says/article/3700529#ixzz23Wpk557C

 

Oklahoma City Council, school board to hold pioneering joint meeting 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-school-board-to-hold-pioneering-joint-

meeting/article/3700693#ixzz23Wmo4RNm

Oklahoma City man accused of raping 11-month-old girl, 5-year-old boy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-man-accused-of-raping-11-month-old-girl-5-year-

old-boy/article/3700545#ixzz23Wmx31uh

UPDATE: Police say unattended suitcase found near ATF building in downtown

Oklahoma City contained nothing dangerous 

http://newsok.com/update-police-say-unattended-suitcase-found-near-atf-building-

in-downtown-oklahoma-city-contained-nothing-

dangerous/article/3700530#ixzz23WnHYpb9

 

University of Central Oklahoma students move to Edmond campus 
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http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-students-move-to-edmond-

campus/article/3700598#ixzz23WnRcpXC

 

Arcadia Lake triathlon is a success

http://newsok.com/arcadia-lake-triathlon-is-a-success/article/3700595?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Midwest City-Del City students will see changes on first day of school 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-del-city-students-will-see-changes-on-first-day-of-

school/article/3700601#ixzz23WnozMga

 

Billboard in Oklahoma City draws attention to national debt 

http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-

debt/article/3700616#ixzz23WnyFfPW

 

Woman arrested after she spanks son, 5, with bag of glass 

http://newsok.com/woman-arrested-after-she-spanks-son-5-with-bag-of-

glass/article/3700528#ixzz23WoDbGcq

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare’s Medicare cuts start January 1st 

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacares-medicare-cuts-start-january-

1st/article/feed/419359#ixzz23WozOGi9

 

Four more beers! Obama buys Budweiser for Iowa State Fair voters 

http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-

voters/article/feed/419352#ixzz23Wp7nseK

 

2 Oklahoma City clinics offer latest breast imaging technology 

http://newsok.com/2-oklahoma-city-clinics-offer-latest-breast-imaging-

technology/article/3700637#ixzz23WqJTcVP

 

Stocks rise at open on positive US retail sales 

http://newsok.com/stocks-rise-at-open-on-positive-us-retail-

sales/article/feed/419354#ixzz23WqOhC6X

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-retail-sales-rose-solid-0.8-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419367#ixzz23WqTtLtd

 

US wholesale prices rose 0.3 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-wholesale-prices-rose-0.3-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419368#ixzz23WqcqPA2

 

Small biz owners grow more pessimistic in July 

http://newsok.com/small-biz-owners-grow-more-pessimistic-in-

july/article/feed/419353#ixzz23WqnmQqu

 

Number of new credit cards issued up 4 pct in 2Q 
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http://newsok.com/number-of-new-credit-cards-issued-up-4-pct-in-

2q/article/feed/419265#ixzz23WqtECR0

 

Looming spending cuts hit more than defense

http://newsok.com/looming-spending-cuts-hit-more-than-defense/article/feed/419290

 

Oil prices up ahead of US retail sales data

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-ahead-of-us-retail-sales-data/article/feed/419275

 

USDA buys meat to help drought-stricken farmers

http://newsok.com/usda-buys-meat-to-help-drought-stricken-farmers/article/3700615

 

Farmers Market waits to be discovered as Oklahoma City's version of Cain's Ballroom

http://newsok.com/farmers-market-waits-to-be-discovered-as-oklahoma-citys-

version-of-cains-ballroom/article/3700658#ixzz23WrtMe1p

 

With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in campaign 

http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-

campaign/article/3700583#ixzz23Ws7JbmN

 

Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars

http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-

dollars/article/3700582

 

Elizabeth Warren's “better roads” platform is paved with deception 

http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-

deception/article/3700581#ixzz23WsXe2jr
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN847966

 

Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security benefits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_Hnrdft475805

 

Oklahoma parole board asks for ruling on commutations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO850574

 

Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO337431
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Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A5_CUTLIN203093

 

Tulsa County commissioners vote to put Vision2 plan on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN609219

 

Bartlett lifts Tulsa's water restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A3_Thecit442626

 

Time to act on Vision2 proposal was now, commissioner says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A4_Monday318662

 

Justice: UT affirmative action policy legal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A7_WASHIN571327

 

House files suit against Holder over gov't records

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A8_CUTLIN6785

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Oklahoma State University welcomes new class of freshmen

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120814_330_0_STILLW373415

 

Prostitution sting nets 12 arrests in Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_0_OKLAHO47186

 

Oklahoma man who died in police custody had pneumonia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OKLAHO271507

 

Oklahoma to execute fourth death row inmate of 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OLHMIY433711

 

Owasso school board OKs resolution protesting high-stakes testing for students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120814_19_A12_OWASSO690098
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Panama's police dog's killer sought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A14_ULNSha440614

 

Man accused of ramming man with truck badly beaten, arrested after bar fight

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_450_0_OWASSO867388

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Minister's accused shooter turns himself in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_450_0_Theman211361

 

Oklahoma ranked sixth-worst for obesity rates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A1_Oklaho299643

 

Competency is issue in Tulsa shooting trial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120814_14_A9_CUTLIN369454

 

Oklahoma Heart Institute expands to Hillcrest South

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A12_TheOkl720630

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape, molestation of 14-year-old student

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_11_A14_CUTLIN282642

 

Tulsa animal shelter could win $100,000 by saving 300 more dogs and cats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_A2_CUTLIN122698

 

Poultry-growing plan renews concerns over Illinois watershed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Thecon704978

 

Romney's choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Irsmtv754197
 
 

The Journal Record 
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www.journalrecord.com

Precision calibration service firm Accurate Laboratories grows to meet demand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/precision-calibration-service-firm-accurate-

laboratories-grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/

 

Tulsa County tax plan put to voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/tulsa-county-tax-plan-put-to-voters-finance/

 

Event will put incentive act to the test

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/

 

Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-

towns-energy/

 

Explosion injures two in Elk City

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/explosion-injures-two-in-elk-city-energy/

 

Sundance Institute to hold Native Filmmaker Summit in Sulphur

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/sundance-institute-to-hold-native-filmmaker-

summit-in-sulphur-nonprofit/

 

Officials: State school districts doing more with less funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/officials-state-school-districts-doing-more-with-

less-funding-capitol/

 

Home health care franchisee BrightStar continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/home-health-care-franchisee-brightstar-

continues-growth-health-care/

 

7-Eleven donates $1M for YWCA expansion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/7-eleven-donates-1m-for-ywca-expansion-

nonprofit/

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July after 3 straight months of declining sales

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_RETAIL_SALES?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks rise as positive retail sales prove that the American consumer remains

resilient

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Harris: The power of gratitude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/harris-the-power-of-gratitude-opinion/
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Around Town: ‘Symphony by the Sea’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Fallin seeks wildfire aid for Cleveland, three other counties

 

Man draws 10 years for overdose deaths

 

Oklahoma City mosque hit by vandals

 

State poised to execute man in triple homicide

 

State’s oil boom has a downside Oilfield’s allure creates scarcity of workers in small

towns

 

Cause of blast investigated
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399226/State-poised-to-execute-man-in-triple-homicide
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399232/State-s-oil-boom-has-a-downside-Oilfield-s-allure-creates-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399232/State-s-oil-boom-has-a-downside-Oilfield-s-allure-creates-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534750/Cause-of-blast-investigated
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com


http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 14, 2012
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 9:19:40 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-

oklahoma/article/3700642#ixzz23Wojb3MV

 
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general's opinion on

sentence commutation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-

generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632#ixzz23WpIfoVw

 

Two Oklahoma candidates for state Senate District 17 defend their education 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-candidates-for-state-senate-district-17-defend-

their-education/article/3700630#ixzz23WpPd2Re

 

National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates 

http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-

delegates/article/3700626#ixzz23WpUwLOI

 

Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say 

http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-

say/article/3700617#ixzz23WpcmpuJ

 

Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member says

http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-

member-says/article/3700529#ixzz23Wpk557C

 

Oklahoma City Council, school board to hold pioneering joint meeting 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-school-board-to-hold-pioneering-joint-

meeting/article/3700693#ixzz23Wmo4RNm

Oklahoma City man accused of raping 11-month-old girl, 5-year-old boy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-man-accused-of-raping-11-month-old-girl-5-year-

old-boy/article/3700545#ixzz23Wmx31uh

UPDATE: Police say unattended suitcase found near ATF building in downtown

Oklahoma City contained nothing dangerous 

http://newsok.com/update-police-say-unattended-suitcase-found-near-atf-building-

in-downtown-oklahoma-city-contained-nothing-

dangerous/article/3700530#ixzz23WnHYpb9

 

University of Central Oklahoma students move to Edmond campus 
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http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-students-move-to-edmond-

campus/article/3700598#ixzz23WnRcpXC

 

Arcadia Lake triathlon is a success

http://newsok.com/arcadia-lake-triathlon-is-a-success/article/3700595?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Midwest City-Del City students will see changes on first day of school 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-del-city-students-will-see-changes-on-first-day-of-

school/article/3700601#ixzz23WnozMga

 

Billboard in Oklahoma City draws attention to national debt 

http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-

debt/article/3700616#ixzz23WnyFfPW

 

Woman arrested after she spanks son, 5, with bag of glass 

http://newsok.com/woman-arrested-after-she-spanks-son-5-with-bag-of-

glass/article/3700528#ixzz23WoDbGcq

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare’s Medicare cuts start January 1st 

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacares-medicare-cuts-start-january-

1st/article/feed/419359#ixzz23WozOGi9

 

Four more beers! Obama buys Budweiser for Iowa State Fair voters 

http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-

voters/article/feed/419352#ixzz23Wp7nseK

 

2 Oklahoma City clinics offer latest breast imaging technology 

http://newsok.com/2-oklahoma-city-clinics-offer-latest-breast-imaging-

technology/article/3700637#ixzz23WqJTcVP

 

Stocks rise at open on positive US retail sales 

http://newsok.com/stocks-rise-at-open-on-positive-us-retail-

sales/article/feed/419354#ixzz23WqOhC6X

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-retail-sales-rose-solid-0.8-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419367#ixzz23WqTtLtd

 

US wholesale prices rose 0.3 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-wholesale-prices-rose-0.3-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419368#ixzz23WqcqPA2

 

Small biz owners grow more pessimistic in July 

http://newsok.com/small-biz-owners-grow-more-pessimistic-in-

july/article/feed/419353#ixzz23WqnmQqu

 

Number of new credit cards issued up 4 pct in 2Q 
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http://newsok.com/number-of-new-credit-cards-issued-up-4-pct-in-

2q/article/feed/419265#ixzz23WqtECR0

 

Looming spending cuts hit more than defense

http://newsok.com/looming-spending-cuts-hit-more-than-defense/article/feed/419290

 

Oil prices up ahead of US retail sales data

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-ahead-of-us-retail-sales-data/article/feed/419275

 

USDA buys meat to help drought-stricken farmers

http://newsok.com/usda-buys-meat-to-help-drought-stricken-farmers/article/3700615

 

Farmers Market waits to be discovered as Oklahoma City's version of Cain's Ballroom

http://newsok.com/farmers-market-waits-to-be-discovered-as-oklahoma-citys-

version-of-cains-ballroom/article/3700658#ixzz23WrtMe1p

 

With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in campaign 

http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-

campaign/article/3700583#ixzz23Ws7JbmN

 

Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars

http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-

dollars/article/3700582

 

Elizabeth Warren's “better roads” platform is paved with deception 

http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-

deception/article/3700581#ixzz23WsXe2jr
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN847966

 

Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security benefits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_Hnrdft475805

 

Oklahoma parole board asks for ruling on commutations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO850574

 

Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO337431
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Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A5_CUTLIN203093

 

Tulsa County commissioners vote to put Vision2 plan on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN609219

 

Bartlett lifts Tulsa's water restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A3_Thecit442626

 

Time to act on Vision2 proposal was now, commissioner says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A4_Monday318662

 

Justice: UT affirmative action policy legal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A7_WASHIN571327

 

House files suit against Holder over gov't records

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A8_CUTLIN6785

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Oklahoma State University welcomes new class of freshmen

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120814_330_0_STILLW373415

 

Prostitution sting nets 12 arrests in Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_0_OKLAHO47186

 

Oklahoma man who died in police custody had pneumonia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OKLAHO271507

 

Oklahoma to execute fourth death row inmate of 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OLHMIY433711

 

Owasso school board OKs resolution protesting high-stakes testing for students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120814_19_A12_OWASSO690098
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Panama's police dog's killer sought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A14_ULNSha440614

 

Man accused of ramming man with truck badly beaten, arrested after bar fight

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_450_0_OWASSO867388

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Minister's accused shooter turns himself in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_450_0_Theman211361

 

Oklahoma ranked sixth-worst for obesity rates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A1_Oklaho299643

 

Competency is issue in Tulsa shooting trial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120814_14_A9_CUTLIN369454

 

Oklahoma Heart Institute expands to Hillcrest South

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A12_TheOkl720630

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape, molestation of 14-year-old student

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_11_A14_CUTLIN282642

 

Tulsa animal shelter could win $100,000 by saving 300 more dogs and cats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_A2_CUTLIN122698

 

Poultry-growing plan renews concerns over Illinois watershed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Thecon704978

 

Romney's choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Irsmtv754197
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www.journalrecord.com

Precision calibration service firm Accurate Laboratories grows to meet demand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/precision-calibration-service-firm-accurate-

laboratories-grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/

 

Tulsa County tax plan put to voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/tulsa-county-tax-plan-put-to-voters-finance/

 

Event will put incentive act to the test

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/

 

Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-

towns-energy/

 

Explosion injures two in Elk City

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/explosion-injures-two-in-elk-city-energy/

 

Sundance Institute to hold Native Filmmaker Summit in Sulphur

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/sundance-institute-to-hold-native-filmmaker-

summit-in-sulphur-nonprofit/

 

Officials: State school districts doing more with less funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/officials-state-school-districts-doing-more-with-

less-funding-capitol/

 

Home health care franchisee BrightStar continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/home-health-care-franchisee-brightstar-

continues-growth-health-care/

 

7-Eleven donates $1M for YWCA expansion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/7-eleven-donates-1m-for-ywca-expansion-

nonprofit/

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July after 3 straight months of declining sales

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_RETAIL_SALES?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks rise as positive retail sales prove that the American consumer remains

resilient

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Harris: The power of gratitude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/harris-the-power-of-gratitude-opinion/
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Around Town: ‘Symphony by the Sea’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Fallin seeks wildfire aid for Cleveland, three other counties

 

Man draws 10 years for overdose deaths

 

Oklahoma City mosque hit by vandals

 

State poised to execute man in triple homicide

 

State’s oil boom has a downside Oilfield’s allure creates scarcity of workers in small

towns

 

Cause of blast investigated
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY

39278

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399228/Fallin-seeks-wildfire-aid-for-Cleveland-three-other-counties
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399226/State-poised-to-execute-man-in-triple-homicide
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399232/State-s-oil-boom-has-a-downside-Oilfield-s-allure-creates-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399232/State-s-oil-boom-has-a-downside-Oilfield-s-allure-creates-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534750/Cause-of-blast-investigated
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com


http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 8, 2012
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 9:52:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at GOP national convention

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-to-speak-at-gop-national-

convention/article/3699026#ixzz22xfzHLuK

 

Oklahoma wildfires: Six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire chief says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-

fire-chief-says/article/3698885#ixzz22xhYoTFg

 

Oklahoma City area storms knock out power to 20,000, some homes evacuated

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-storms-knock-out-power-to-20000-some-

homes-evacuated/article/3698982#ixzz22xhulr2B

 

Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire departments

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-

departments/article/3699021#ixzz22xjtjLlj

 

Appeals court sides with Nestle in 5-year battle over Ozarka Water

http://newsok.com/appeals-court-sides-with-nestle-in-5-year-battle-over-ozarka-

water/article/3699013#ixzz22xkMEExq

 

Grocery distributor, manufacturers could get Oklahoma City job-creation incentives

http://newsok.com/grocery-distributor-manufacturers-could-get-oklahoma-city-job-

creation-incentives/article/3699020#ixzz22xkWy4gf
 
Rain barrels are available in Edmond

http://newsok.com/rain-barrels-are-available-in-edmond/article/3698986

 

Oklahoma football: Bad news mounts for OU, but offensive linemen won't be the thing

that keeps them from a title

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-football-bad-news-mounts-for-ou-but-offensive-

linemen-wont-be-the-thing-that-keeps-them-from-a-

title/article/3699010#ixzz22xjXKE6o

 

Chesapeake to cut natural gas production

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062

 

Late payments on home loans hit three-year low

http://newsok.com/late-payments-on-home-loans-hit-three-year-

low/article/3699161#ixzz22xml0Owb
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President's tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-

oklahoma/article/3698949#ixzz22xnFUVDa

 

Guthrie boy, 12, lost 85 pounds and hopes to inspire others

http://newsok.com/guthrie-boy-12-lost-85-pounds-and-hopes-to-inspire-

others/article/3698980#ixzz22xskr2Wp

 
Curiosity sends back flood of new views from Mars

http://newsok.com/curiosity-sends-back-flood-of-new-views-from-

mars/article/feed/416391#ixzz22xt1s05G

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education efforts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-

education-efforts/article/3698985#ixzz22xtOAcdb

 

Enrollment holds steady at Oklahoma City Public Schools

http://newsok.com/enrollment-holds-steady-at-oklahoma-city-public-

schools/article/3698984#ixzz22xtWbG00

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health insurance exchanges fought in Oklahoma, 28 other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at Republican National Convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951

 

Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838

 

Fire crews get little help from Tuesday rain; strong winds a danger Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_Cesfgt419837
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Numerous state wildfires appear to be suspicious, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A4_OKLAHO926181

 

Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369

 

US starts landmark Agent Orange cleanup in Vietnam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120808_13_0_DANANG531828

 

Tulsa Transit adds buses to six routes in push to cut wait times

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A9_CUTLIN686969

 

Missouri GOP chooses Akin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120808_13_A7_JEFFER271631

 

U.S. House Majority Leader Cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176

 

Storm damages 21 homes in Comanche County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_LAWTON348417

 

Oklahoma City man accused of punching pregnant girlfriend, woman's brother

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO783865

 

Oklahoma County jail suicide prompts expanded detention officer training

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO23970

 

Man is accused of robbing Midwest City ice cream van over melted treat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO938659

 

Family, friends can be big help in overwhelming situations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_17_A4_People703367

 

Woman arrested after baby suffers skull fracture, bite marks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_450_0_Awoman343918
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Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616

 

Suspect in attack on elderly couple told police he slapped woman, beat "the old man,"

detective testifies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395

 

City of Owasso sued over suspension of defensive-tactics program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118

 

Three more men charged in assault on Tulsa minister

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161

 

Former Tulsa police officer's bid for new trial is contested

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650

 

Best Buy shooting suspects slated for hearing Sept. 17

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106

 

Voluntary water usage restrictions still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520

 

Editorial: More research could silence climate-change debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163

 

Editorial: State's veterans care system cries for reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-

capitol/

 

Turning point: Project injecting new life into Kendall-Whittier neighborhood
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/turning-point-project-injecting-new-life-into-

kendall-whittier-real-estate/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake on right track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/

 

Otter Tail seeks to sell wind tower plants

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/otter-tail-sells-wind-tower-plants-energy/

 

Camaraderie and clients: Liability insurance firm has unique relationship with

policyholders

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/camaraderie-and-clients-liability-insurance-firm-

has-unique-relationship-with-policyholders-finance/

 

OKC mulls changes to economic development programs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-

programs-finance/

 

Trust OKs $400,000 in TIF funds for Carnegie Centre project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/trust-oks-400000-in-tif-funds-for-carnegie-

centre-project-real-estate/

 

American Bar Association nods to technology with new rule

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/american-bar-association-nods-to-technology-

with-new-rule-law/

 

Agriculture fire damages expected to be high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-

general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
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Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 8, 2012
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 9:52:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at GOP national convention

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-to-speak-at-gop-national-

convention/article/3699026#ixzz22xfzHLuK

 

Oklahoma wildfires: Six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire chief says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-

fire-chief-says/article/3698885#ixzz22xhYoTFg

 

Oklahoma City area storms knock out power to 20,000, some homes evacuated

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-storms-knock-out-power-to-20000-some-

homes-evacuated/article/3698982#ixzz22xhulr2B

 

Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire departments

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-

departments/article/3699021#ixzz22xjtjLlj

 

Appeals court sides with Nestle in 5-year battle over Ozarka Water

http://newsok.com/appeals-court-sides-with-nestle-in-5-year-battle-over-ozarka-

water/article/3699013#ixzz22xkMEExq

 

Grocery distributor, manufacturers could get Oklahoma City job-creation incentives

http://newsok.com/grocery-distributor-manufacturers-could-get-oklahoma-city-job-

creation-incentives/article/3699020#ixzz22xkWy4gf
 
Rain barrels are available in Edmond

http://newsok.com/rain-barrels-are-available-in-edmond/article/3698986

 

Oklahoma football: Bad news mounts for OU, but offensive linemen won't be the thing

that keeps them from a title

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-football-bad-news-mounts-for-ou-but-offensive-

linemen-wont-be-the-thing-that-keeps-them-from-a-

title/article/3699010#ixzz22xjXKE6o

 

Chesapeake to cut natural gas production

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062

 

Late payments on home loans hit three-year low

http://newsok.com/late-payments-on-home-loans-hit-three-year-

low/article/3699161#ixzz22xml0Owb
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President's tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-

oklahoma/article/3698949#ixzz22xnFUVDa

 

Guthrie boy, 12, lost 85 pounds and hopes to inspire others

http://newsok.com/guthrie-boy-12-lost-85-pounds-and-hopes-to-inspire-

others/article/3698980#ixzz22xskr2Wp

 
Curiosity sends back flood of new views from Mars

http://newsok.com/curiosity-sends-back-flood-of-new-views-from-

mars/article/feed/416391#ixzz22xt1s05G

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education efforts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-

education-efforts/article/3698985#ixzz22xtOAcdb

 

Enrollment holds steady at Oklahoma City Public Schools

http://newsok.com/enrollment-holds-steady-at-oklahoma-city-public-

schools/article/3698984#ixzz22xtWbG00

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health insurance exchanges fought in Oklahoma, 28 other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at Republican National Convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951

 

Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838

 

Fire crews get little help from Tuesday rain; strong winds a danger Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_Cesfgt419837
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Numerous state wildfires appear to be suspicious, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A4_OKLAHO926181

 

Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369

 

US starts landmark Agent Orange cleanup in Vietnam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120808_13_0_DANANG531828

 

Tulsa Transit adds buses to six routes in push to cut wait times

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A9_CUTLIN686969

 

Missouri GOP chooses Akin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120808_13_A7_JEFFER271631

 

U.S. House Majority Leader Cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176

 

Storm damages 21 homes in Comanche County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_LAWTON348417

 

Oklahoma City man accused of punching pregnant girlfriend, woman's brother

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO783865

 

Oklahoma County jail suicide prompts expanded detention officer training

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO23970

 

Man is accused of robbing Midwest City ice cream van over melted treat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO938659

 

Family, friends can be big help in overwhelming situations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_17_A4_People703367

 

Woman arrested after baby suffers skull fracture, bite marks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_450_0_Awoman343918
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Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616

 

Suspect in attack on elderly couple told police he slapped woman, beat "the old man,"

detective testifies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395

 

City of Owasso sued over suspension of defensive-tactics program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118

 

Three more men charged in assault on Tulsa minister

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161

 

Former Tulsa police officer's bid for new trial is contested

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650

 

Best Buy shooting suspects slated for hearing Sept. 17

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106

 

Voluntary water usage restrictions still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520

 

Editorial: More research could silence climate-change debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163

 

Editorial: State's veterans care system cries for reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-

capitol/

 

Turning point: Project injecting new life into Kendall-Whittier neighborhood

39289

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-capitol/


http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/turning-point-project-injecting-new-life-into-

kendall-whittier-real-estate/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake on right track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/

 

Otter Tail seeks to sell wind tower plants

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/otter-tail-sells-wind-tower-plants-energy/

 

Camaraderie and clients: Liability insurance firm has unique relationship with

policyholders

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/camaraderie-and-clients-liability-insurance-firm-

has-unique-relationship-with-policyholders-finance/

 

OKC mulls changes to economic development programs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-

programs-finance/

 

Trust OKs $400,000 in TIF funds for Carnegie Centre project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/trust-oks-400000-in-tif-funds-for-carnegie-

centre-project-real-estate/

 

American Bar Association nods to technology with new rule

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/american-bar-association-nods-to-technology-

with-new-rule-law/

 

Agriculture fire damages expected to be high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-

general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
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Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 8, 2012
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 9:52:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at GOP national convention

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-to-speak-at-gop-national-

convention/article/3699026#ixzz22xfzHLuK

 

Oklahoma wildfires: Six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire chief says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-

fire-chief-says/article/3698885#ixzz22xhYoTFg

 

Oklahoma City area storms knock out power to 20,000, some homes evacuated

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-storms-knock-out-power-to-20000-some-

homes-evacuated/article/3698982#ixzz22xhulr2B

 

Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire departments

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-

departments/article/3699021#ixzz22xjtjLlj

 

Appeals court sides with Nestle in 5-year battle over Ozarka Water

http://newsok.com/appeals-court-sides-with-nestle-in-5-year-battle-over-ozarka-

water/article/3699013#ixzz22xkMEExq

 

Grocery distributor, manufacturers could get Oklahoma City job-creation incentives

http://newsok.com/grocery-distributor-manufacturers-could-get-oklahoma-city-job-

creation-incentives/article/3699020#ixzz22xkWy4gf
 
Rain barrels are available in Edmond

http://newsok.com/rain-barrels-are-available-in-edmond/article/3698986

 

Oklahoma football: Bad news mounts for OU, but offensive linemen won't be the thing

that keeps them from a title

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-football-bad-news-mounts-for-ou-but-offensive-

linemen-wont-be-the-thing-that-keeps-them-from-a-

title/article/3699010#ixzz22xjXKE6o

 

Chesapeake to cut natural gas production

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062

 

Late payments on home loans hit three-year low

http://newsok.com/late-payments-on-home-loans-hit-three-year-

low/article/3699161#ixzz22xml0Owb
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President's tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-

oklahoma/article/3698949#ixzz22xnFUVDa

 

Guthrie boy, 12, lost 85 pounds and hopes to inspire others

http://newsok.com/guthrie-boy-12-lost-85-pounds-and-hopes-to-inspire-

others/article/3698980#ixzz22xskr2Wp

 
Curiosity sends back flood of new views from Mars

http://newsok.com/curiosity-sends-back-flood-of-new-views-from-

mars/article/feed/416391#ixzz22xt1s05G

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education efforts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-

education-efforts/article/3698985#ixzz22xtOAcdb

 

Enrollment holds steady at Oklahoma City Public Schools

http://newsok.com/enrollment-holds-steady-at-oklahoma-city-public-

schools/article/3698984#ixzz22xtWbG00

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health insurance exchanges fought in Oklahoma, 28 other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at Republican National Convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951

 

Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838

 

Fire crews get little help from Tuesday rain; strong winds a danger Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_Cesfgt419837
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Numerous state wildfires appear to be suspicious, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A4_OKLAHO926181

 

Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369

 

US starts landmark Agent Orange cleanup in Vietnam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120808_13_0_DANANG531828

 

Tulsa Transit adds buses to six routes in push to cut wait times

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A9_CUTLIN686969

 

Missouri GOP chooses Akin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120808_13_A7_JEFFER271631

 

U.S. House Majority Leader Cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176

 

Storm damages 21 homes in Comanche County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_LAWTON348417

 

Oklahoma City man accused of punching pregnant girlfriend, woman's brother

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO783865

 

Oklahoma County jail suicide prompts expanded detention officer training

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO23970

 

Man is accused of robbing Midwest City ice cream van over melted treat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO938659

 

Family, friends can be big help in overwhelming situations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_17_A4_People703367

 

Woman arrested after baby suffers skull fracture, bite marks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_450_0_Awoman343918
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Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616

 

Suspect in attack on elderly couple told police he slapped woman, beat "the old man,"

detective testifies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395

 

City of Owasso sued over suspension of defensive-tactics program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118

 

Three more men charged in assault on Tulsa minister

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161

 

Former Tulsa police officer's bid for new trial is contested

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650

 

Best Buy shooting suspects slated for hearing Sept. 17

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106

 

Voluntary water usage restrictions still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520

 

Editorial: More research could silence climate-change debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163

 

Editorial: State's veterans care system cries for reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-

capitol/

 

Turning point: Project injecting new life into Kendall-Whittier neighborhood
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/turning-point-project-injecting-new-life-into-

kendall-whittier-real-estate/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake on right track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/

 

Otter Tail seeks to sell wind tower plants

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/otter-tail-sells-wind-tower-plants-energy/

 

Camaraderie and clients: Liability insurance firm has unique relationship with

policyholders

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/camaraderie-and-clients-liability-insurance-firm-

has-unique-relationship-with-policyholders-finance/

 

OKC mulls changes to economic development programs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-

programs-finance/

 

Trust OKs $400,000 in TIF funds for Carnegie Centre project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/trust-oks-400000-in-tif-funds-for-carnegie-

centre-project-real-estate/

 

American Bar Association nods to technology with new rule

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/american-bar-association-nods-to-technology-

with-new-rule-law/

 

Agriculture fire damages expected to be high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-

general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
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Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 5, 2012
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:49:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin talks fiscal cliff with Obama, congressional leaders

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-

leaders/article/3734707

 

Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes down 2 anti-abortion laws

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-

laws/article/3734782

 

Health care challenge draws response

http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713

 

Oklahoma Lottery earnings for year will be lower than expected

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-

expected/article/3734687

 

Oklahoma executes man for 1993 shootings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693

 

ACLU files judicial complaint over Oklahoma teen's church sentence

http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-

sentence/article/3734578

 

TU fires Athletic Director Ross Parmley

http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Judge upholds Aaron Stiles win in Cleveland County election

http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-

election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Spending cuts shadow Obama meeting with tribes

http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-

tribes/article/feed/471459

 

Oklahoma City metro-area candidates file for school boards posts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-

posts/article/3734694

 

Prosecutor won't file charges in death of boy at Cordell church

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-

39298

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-leaders/article/3734707
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-leaders/article/3734707
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-laws/article/3734782
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-laws/article/3734782
http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-expected/article/3734687
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-expected/article/3734687
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693
http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-sentence/article/3734578
http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-sentence/article/3734578
http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news
http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news
http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-tribes/article/feed/471459
http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-tribes/article/feed/471459
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-posts/article/3734694
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-posts/article/3734694
http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-church/article/3734686


church/article/3734686

 

Oklahoma AG warns of fake text message from banks

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-

banks/article/3734879

 

Challenge heard to Oklahoma virtual charter school law

http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-

law/article/3734796

 

Oklahoma City Council debates future of boulevard

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-

boulevard/article/3734780

 

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board delays changing criticized procedure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-

procedure/article/3734766

 

Oklahoma returns to a two-party state

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-returns-to-a-two-party-state/article/3734734

 

Former Douglass High School administrator files for Oklahoma City School Board

http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-

city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond planners don’t recommend permit for Walmart market

http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-

market/article/3734728

 

Economic index falls for Oklahoma, but state scores high in region

http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-

region/article/3734763

 

Oklahoma gross revenue collections dip slightly

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gross-revenue-collections-dip-slightly/article/3734730

 

Oklahoma banks strong again in third quarter

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Oklahoma City-based LSB Industries to build new chemical plant in Arkansas

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-

in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

State businesses to be honored by Oklahoma Quality Foundation

http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-

foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

39299

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-church/article/3734686
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-banks/article/3734879
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-banks/article/3734879
http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-law/article/3734796
http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-law/article/3734796
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-boulevard/article/3734780
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-boulevard/article/3734780
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-procedure/article/3734766
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-procedure/article/3734766
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-returns-to-a-two-party-state/article/3734734
http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news
http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news
http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-market/article/3734728
http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-market/article/3734728
http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-region/article/3734763
http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-region/article/3734763
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gross-revenue-collections-dip-slightly/article/3734730
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news


Oklahomans could lose extended unemployment benefits at year-end, commission

says

http://newsok.com/oklahomans-could-lose-extended-unemployment-benefits-at-

year-end-commission-says/article/3734698?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-

news

 

Attorney: Oklahoma governor should reconsider her decision on Medicaid expansion

http://newsok.com/attorney-oklahoma-governor-should-reconsider-her-decision-on-

medicaid-expansion/article/3734671

 

Let bombing relief fund audit be completed before drawing conclusions

http://newsok.com/let-bombing-relief-fund-audit-be-completed-before-drawing-

conclusions/article/3734612

 

National lawsuits don't necessarily wind up righting consumer wrongs

http://newsok.com/national-lawsuits-dont-necessarily-wind-up-righting-consumer-

wrongs/article/3734613

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin, Obama discuss fiscal cliff's state impact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN746456

 

High court rejects abortion laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_OKLAHO438455

 

Feds: Oklahoma Obamacare lawsuit fails to meet test of law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_Whilec155609

 

State lottery commission seeks rule change to offer larger prizes
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Mullin sees a split in Washington from the start
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$5B in government recoveries on false claims cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/5b-in-government-recoveries-on-false-claims-

cases-law/

 

Court says abortion laws unconstitutional

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/court-says-abortion-laws-unconstitutional-

capitol/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tulsa fires athletic director over gambling probe

 

Okla. court says abortion laws are unconstitutional
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 5, 2012
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:49:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin talks fiscal cliff with Obama, congressional leaders

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-

leaders/article/3734707

 

Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes down 2 anti-abortion laws

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-

laws/article/3734782

 

Health care challenge draws response

http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713

 

Oklahoma Lottery earnings for year will be lower than expected

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-

expected/article/3734687

 

Oklahoma executes man for 1993 shootings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693

 

ACLU files judicial complaint over Oklahoma teen's church sentence

http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-

sentence/article/3734578

 

TU fires Athletic Director Ross Parmley

http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Judge upholds Aaron Stiles win in Cleveland County election

http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-

election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Spending cuts shadow Obama meeting with tribes

http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-

tribes/article/feed/471459

 

Oklahoma City metro-area candidates file for school boards posts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-

posts/article/3734694

 

Prosecutor won't file charges in death of boy at Cordell church

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-
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church/article/3734686

 

Oklahoma AG warns of fake text message from banks

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-

banks/article/3734879

 

Challenge heard to Oklahoma virtual charter school law

http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-

law/article/3734796

 

Oklahoma City Council debates future of boulevard

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-

boulevard/article/3734780

 

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board delays changing criticized procedure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-

procedure/article/3734766

 

Oklahoma returns to a two-party state

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-returns-to-a-two-party-state/article/3734734

 

Former Douglass High School administrator files for Oklahoma City School Board

http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-

city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond planners don’t recommend permit for Walmart market

http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-

market/article/3734728

 

Economic index falls for Oklahoma, but state scores high in region

http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-

region/article/3734763

 

Oklahoma gross revenue collections dip slightly

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gross-revenue-collections-dip-slightly/article/3734730

 

Oklahoma banks strong again in third quarter

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Oklahoma City-based LSB Industries to build new chemical plant in Arkansas

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-

in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

State businesses to be honored by Oklahoma Quality Foundation

http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-

foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
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Oklahomans could lose extended unemployment benefits at year-end, commission

says

http://newsok.com/oklahomans-could-lose-extended-unemployment-benefits-at-

year-end-commission-says/article/3734698?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-

news

 

Attorney: Oklahoma governor should reconsider her decision on Medicaid expansion

http://newsok.com/attorney-oklahoma-governor-should-reconsider-her-decision-on-

medicaid-expansion/article/3734671

 

Let bombing relief fund audit be completed before drawing conclusions

http://newsok.com/let-bombing-relief-fund-audit-be-completed-before-drawing-

conclusions/article/3734612

 

National lawsuits don't necessarily wind up righting consumer wrongs

http://newsok.com/national-lawsuits-dont-necessarily-wind-up-righting-consumer-

wrongs/article/3734613

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin, Obama discuss fiscal cliff's state impact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN746456

 

High court rejects abortion laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_OKLAHO438455

 

Feds: Oklahoma Obamacare lawsuit fails to meet test of law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_Whilec155609

 

State lottery commission seeks rule change to offer larger prizes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A13_OKLAHO88729

 

Oklahoma's November collections match same period last year, treasurer says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A10_CUTLIN120834

 

Legality of charter school, textbook bill argued before Supreme Court referee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A10_OLHMIY523375

 

Mullin sees a split in Washington from the start
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A9_CUTLIN615153

 

Creek Nation chief says tribe will no longer pay into state horsemen's purse fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN531877

 

Complaint filed against judge's church order in teen DUI case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A13_CUTLIN344801

 

Parole board delays changes to early-release policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A16_OKLAHO45692

 

'Fiscal cliff' deal hinted even amid harsh rhetoric

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121205_13_A8_CUTLIN934298

 

Bartlesville addresses drought with water conservation program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A14_BARTLE872116

 

Broken Arrow City Council approves $2 million for Festival Events Park

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A15_BROKEN446449

 

Employers in search of veterans at job fair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A4_CUTLIN166184

 

Car stolen in 1998 found in pond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A10_CUTLIN660117

 

Ginnie Graham: Telling Patricia Spottedcrow's story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=732&articleid=20121205_11_A13_Meetin480293

 

City Council pay hikes not likely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Cityco281008

 

10 Commandments monument delayed in Poteau

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Reluct298076
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Insulated growth: New IBP branches in OKC, Tulsa expand with rising housing starts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/insulated-growth-new-ibp-branches-in-okc-

tulsa-expand-with-rising-housing-starts-general-news/

 

Expert: Brief a good sign for tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/expert-brief-a-good-sign-for-tribes-law/

 

CanServ eyes offshore equipment market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/canserv-eyes-offshore-equipment-market-

general-news/

 

Nichols subsidiary pays $3.3M for Boston Place

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/nichols-subsidiary-pays-3-3m-for-boston-place-

real-estate/

 

Developer plots apartments for senior citizens

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/developer-plots-apartments-for-senior-citizens-

real-estate/

 

Meyer sues former PNB owners

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/meyer-sues-former-pnb-owners-law/

 

FDA gives ECG smartphone app green light

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/fda-gives-ecg-smartphone-app-green-light-

general-news/

 

Oklahoma drought losses top $426M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oklahoma-drought-losses-top-426m-general-

news/

 

College converting Best Buy space near Crossroads

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/college-converting-best-buy-space-near-

crossroads-real-estate/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/

 

[WWWO] Thirsty Texas seeks Oklahoma water

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/27/wwwo-thirsty-texas-seeks-oklahoma-water/

 

Yakama Nation: Gas pipeline damages historic site

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/yakama-nation-gas-pipeline-damages-historic-
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site-energy/

 

Stillwater board OKs purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/stillwater-board-oks-purchase-health-care/

 

Big Lots beats Street’s view

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/big-lots-beats-streets-view-finance/

 

Business Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/business-briefs-12-05-12-general-news/

 

Darden cites failed promotions for lower outlook

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/darden-cites-failed-promotions-for-lower-

outlook-general-news/

 

Being Well: Scott Tomlinson, Chesapeake Energy Corp.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/being-well-scott-tomlinson-chesapeake-energy-

corp/

 

U.S. home prices rise in Oct. by most in 6 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/u-s-home-prices-rise-in-oct-by-most-in-6-years-

real-estate-and-constructio/

 

Oil closes lower as ‘cliff’ negotiations drag on

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oil-closes-lower-as-cliff-negotiations-drag-on-

energy/

 

Energy-efficiency project gains headway at OU

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/03/energy-efficiency-project-gains-headway-at-ou-

energy/

 

Asperger’s dropped from revised diagnosis manual

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/aspergers-dropped-from-revised-diagnosis-

manual-health-care/

 

Health Care Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/health-care-briefs-12-05-12-health-care/

 

Tapping citizen-scientists for novel gut check

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/tapping-citizen-scientists-for-novel-gut-check-

health-care/

 

Attorney challenges charter school bill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/attorney-challenges-charter-school-bill-law/

 

High court says government can be liable for flood

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/high-court-says-government-can-be-liable-for-

flood-law/
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$5B in government recoveries on false claims cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/5b-in-government-recoveries-on-false-claims-

cases-law/

 

Court says abortion laws unconstitutional

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/court-says-abortion-laws-unconstitutional-

capitol/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tulsa fires athletic director over gambling probe

 

Okla. court says abortion laws are unconstitutional
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 5, 2012
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:49:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin talks fiscal cliff with Obama, congressional leaders

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-

leaders/article/3734707

 

Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes down 2 anti-abortion laws

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-

laws/article/3734782

 

Health care challenge draws response

http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713

 

Oklahoma Lottery earnings for year will be lower than expected

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-

expected/article/3734687

 

Oklahoma executes man for 1993 shootings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693

 

ACLU files judicial complaint over Oklahoma teen's church sentence

http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-

sentence/article/3734578

 

TU fires Athletic Director Ross Parmley

http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Judge upholds Aaron Stiles win in Cleveland County election

http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-

election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Spending cuts shadow Obama meeting with tribes

http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-

tribes/article/feed/471459

 

Oklahoma City metro-area candidates file for school boards posts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-

posts/article/3734694

 

Prosecutor won't file charges in death of boy at Cordell church

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-
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church/article/3734686

 

Oklahoma AG warns of fake text message from banks

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-

banks/article/3734879

 

Challenge heard to Oklahoma virtual charter school law

http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-

law/article/3734796

 

Oklahoma City Council debates future of boulevard

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-

boulevard/article/3734780

 

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board delays changing criticized procedure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-

procedure/article/3734766

 

Oklahoma returns to a two-party state

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-returns-to-a-two-party-state/article/3734734

 

Former Douglass High School administrator files for Oklahoma City School Board

http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-

city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond planners don’t recommend permit for Walmart market

http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-

market/article/3734728

 

Economic index falls for Oklahoma, but state scores high in region

http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-

region/article/3734763

 

Oklahoma gross revenue collections dip slightly

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gross-revenue-collections-dip-slightly/article/3734730

 

Oklahoma banks strong again in third quarter

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Oklahoma City-based LSB Industries to build new chemical plant in Arkansas

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-

in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

State businesses to be honored by Oklahoma Quality Foundation

http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-

foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
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Oklahomans could lose extended unemployment benefits at year-end, commission

says

http://newsok.com/oklahomans-could-lose-extended-unemployment-benefits-at-

year-end-commission-says/article/3734698?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-

news

 

Attorney: Oklahoma governor should reconsider her decision on Medicaid expansion

http://newsok.com/attorney-oklahoma-governor-should-reconsider-her-decision-on-

medicaid-expansion/article/3734671

 

Let bombing relief fund audit be completed before drawing conclusions

http://newsok.com/let-bombing-relief-fund-audit-be-completed-before-drawing-

conclusions/article/3734612

 

National lawsuits don't necessarily wind up righting consumer wrongs

http://newsok.com/national-lawsuits-dont-necessarily-wind-up-righting-consumer-

wrongs/article/3734613

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin, Obama discuss fiscal cliff's state impact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN746456

 

High court rejects abortion laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_OKLAHO438455

 

Feds: Oklahoma Obamacare lawsuit fails to meet test of law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_Whilec155609

 

State lottery commission seeks rule change to offer larger prizes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A13_OKLAHO88729

 

Oklahoma's November collections match same period last year, treasurer says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A10_CUTLIN120834

 

Legality of charter school, textbook bill argued before Supreme Court referee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A10_OLHMIY523375

 

Mullin sees a split in Washington from the start
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A9_CUTLIN615153

 

Creek Nation chief says tribe will no longer pay into state horsemen's purse fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN531877

 

Complaint filed against judge's church order in teen DUI case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A13_CUTLIN344801

 

Parole board delays changes to early-release policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A16_OKLAHO45692

 

'Fiscal cliff' deal hinted even amid harsh rhetoric

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121205_13_A8_CUTLIN934298

 

Bartlesville addresses drought with water conservation program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A14_BARTLE872116

 

Broken Arrow City Council approves $2 million for Festival Events Park

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A15_BROKEN446449

 

Employers in search of veterans at job fair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A4_CUTLIN166184

 

Car stolen in 1998 found in pond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A10_CUTLIN660117

 

Ginnie Graham: Telling Patricia Spottedcrow's story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=732&articleid=20121205_11_A13_Meetin480293

 

City Council pay hikes not likely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Cityco281008

 

10 Commandments monument delayed in Poteau

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Reluct298076
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Insulated growth: New IBP branches in OKC, Tulsa expand with rising housing starts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/insulated-growth-new-ibp-branches-in-okc-

tulsa-expand-with-rising-housing-starts-general-news/

 

Expert: Brief a good sign for tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/expert-brief-a-good-sign-for-tribes-law/

 

CanServ eyes offshore equipment market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/canserv-eyes-offshore-equipment-market-

general-news/

 

Nichols subsidiary pays $3.3M for Boston Place

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/nichols-subsidiary-pays-3-3m-for-boston-place-

real-estate/

 

Developer plots apartments for senior citizens

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/developer-plots-apartments-for-senior-citizens-

real-estate/

 

Meyer sues former PNB owners

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/meyer-sues-former-pnb-owners-law/

 

FDA gives ECG smartphone app green light

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/fda-gives-ecg-smartphone-app-green-light-

general-news/

 

Oklahoma drought losses top $426M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oklahoma-drought-losses-top-426m-general-

news/

 

College converting Best Buy space near Crossroads

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/college-converting-best-buy-space-near-

crossroads-real-estate/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/

 

[WWWO] Thirsty Texas seeks Oklahoma water

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/27/wwwo-thirsty-texas-seeks-oklahoma-water/

 

Yakama Nation: Gas pipeline damages historic site

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/yakama-nation-gas-pipeline-damages-historic-
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site-energy/

 

Stillwater board OKs purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/stillwater-board-oks-purchase-health-care/

 

Big Lots beats Street’s view

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/big-lots-beats-streets-view-finance/

 

Business Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/business-briefs-12-05-12-general-news/

 

Darden cites failed promotions for lower outlook

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/darden-cites-failed-promotions-for-lower-

outlook-general-news/

 

Being Well: Scott Tomlinson, Chesapeake Energy Corp.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/being-well-scott-tomlinson-chesapeake-energy-

corp/

 

U.S. home prices rise in Oct. by most in 6 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/u-s-home-prices-rise-in-oct-by-most-in-6-years-

real-estate-and-constructio/

 

Oil closes lower as ‘cliff’ negotiations drag on

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oil-closes-lower-as-cliff-negotiations-drag-on-

energy/

 

Energy-efficiency project gains headway at OU

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/03/energy-efficiency-project-gains-headway-at-ou-

energy/

 

Asperger’s dropped from revised diagnosis manual

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/aspergers-dropped-from-revised-diagnosis-

manual-health-care/

 

Health Care Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/health-care-briefs-12-05-12-health-care/

 

Tapping citizen-scientists for novel gut check

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/tapping-citizen-scientists-for-novel-gut-check-

health-care/

 

Attorney challenges charter school bill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/attorney-challenges-charter-school-bill-law/

 

High court says government can be liable for flood

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/high-court-says-government-can-be-liable-for-

flood-law/
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$5B in government recoveries on false claims cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/5b-in-government-recoveries-on-false-claims-

cases-law/

 

Court says abortion laws unconstitutional

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/court-says-abortion-laws-unconstitutional-

capitol/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tulsa fires athletic director over gambling probe

 

Okla. court says abortion laws are unconstitutional
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 7, 2012
Date: Friday, December 07, 2012 9:28:08 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma governor's office under fire for open records policy

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governors-office-under-fire-for-open-records-

policy/article/3735355

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says fiscal cliff complicates state budget

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-fiscal-cliff-complicates-state-

budget/article/3735191

 

Tax credits also at stake in fiscal cliff debate, White House says

http://newsok.com/tax-credits-also-at-stake-in-fiscal-cliff-debate-white-house-

says/article/3734953

 

Judge asked to shut down Oklahoma City attorney handling Ersland's appeal

http://newsok.com/judge-asked-to-shut-down-oklahoma-city-attorney-handling-

erslands-appeal/article/3735305?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

38 police recruits join the Oklahoma City force

http://newsok.com/38-police-recruits-join-the-oklahoma-city-force/article/3735308?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Pearl Harbor remains a fresh memory for Oklahoma City veterans

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-remains-a-fresh-memory-for-oklahoma-city-

veterans/article/3735263?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Canton farmer, rancher stays positive in drought

http://newsok.com/canton-farmer-rancher-stays-positive-in-drought/article/3735370?

custom_click=pod_headline_northwest-oklahoma-news

 

Pearl Harbor dead remembered on 71st anniversary

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-dead-remembered-on-71st-

anniversary/article/feed/472584?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Election hits $2B mark amid last-minute donations

http://newsok.com/election-hits-2b-mark-amid-last-minute-

donations/article/feed/472581

 

Contractor to modernize U.S. Army cannon in Elgin

http://newsok.com/contractor-to-modernize-u.s.-army-cannon-in-

elgin/article/3735164
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Early flu season could be upon us, CDC says

http://newsok.com/early-flu-season-could-be-upon-us-cdc-says/article/3735300

 

Oklahoma City company develops home-fueling unit for CNG vehicles

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-company-develops-home-fueling-unit-for-cng-

vehicles/article/3735382

 

Stocks open higher as jobs growth beats forecasts

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-as-jobs-growth-beats-

forecasts/article/feed/472669

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks _ what's worse?

http://newsok.com/higher-rates-or-fewer-tax-breaks-whats-worse/article/feed/472574

 

US economy adds 146K jobs, rate falls to 7.7 pct.

http://newsok.com/us-economy-adds-146k-jobs-rate-falls-to-7.7-

pct./article/feed/472642

 

OCAST awards $1.35 million to seven projects.

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-1.35-million-to-seven-projects./article/3735345

 

Charles Schwab: Housing recovery to boost economy

http://newsok.com/charles-schwab-housing-recovery-to-boost-

economy/article/feed/472456

 

Consider the source of Laffer plan criticism

http://newsok.com/consider-the-source-of-laffer-plan-criticism/article/3735245

 

Pay for Oklahoma troopers, prison guards should be legislative priority in 2013

http://newsok.com/pay-for-oklahoma-troopers-prison-guards-should-be-legislative-

priority-in-2013/article/3734907

 

Washington Examiner: Tax on health insurance just another Obamacare surprise

http://newsok.com/washington-examiner-tax-on-health-insurance-just-another-

obamacare-surprise/article/3735244
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Enid lawmaker seeks to boost state employee pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121207_16_A16_OKLAHO790852

 

Oklahoma 'on right track' with anti-tobacco program, state official says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A14_Arprnt901237
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Open Records workshop for public is well-attended by public officials, too

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks - what's worse?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511

 

Oklahoma student testing: 4th-grade vocabulary scores on par with national average,

8th-graders slightly below

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342

 

Fair board amends naming rights contract, affirms an end to horse racing at Fair

Meadows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869

 

Scientists still not certain about cause of 5.7-magnitude quake in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570

 

Election hits $2 billion mark amid last-minute donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952

 

Tulsa firefighter won't get city trial, council decides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524

 

Tulsa City Council tables controversial plan on apartments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526

 

Trade-offs seen in raising Medicare eligibility age

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779

 

Debt limit gives GOP leverage; Obama demands fix

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370

 

WWII Navy veteran Lonnie Cook tells Pearl Harbor story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_11_A1_CUTLIN647407

 

Cold front headed to Oklahoma; light snow possible
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_12_0_OKLAHO131341

 

Western district of Oklahoma collects nearly $13.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174

 

Judge asked to shut down attorney handling former Oklahoma City pharmacist's

appeal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286

 

Low pay makes faculty search process difficult, professor tells State Regents

Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211

 

Choctaws come out for cultural day in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338

 

Developers to pitch Broken Arrow casino plan to Creek Nation panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699

 

Oklahoma education department OKs $8.9 million testing contract, again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619

 

Oklahoma Army National Guard, Okemah tribe sign pact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240

 

Ex-teacher enters blind plea to second-degree rape of 15-year-old

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194

 

State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345

 

Editorial: Sen. Coburn supports tax hikes to avoid fiscal cliff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452

 

Editorial: Meth lab reduction good news, but will it continue?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_61_A20_Tulsap589132
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Bingman names Senate committee chairmen

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/bingman-names-senate-committee-chairmen-

capitol/

 

Investors sue SandRidge over stock price

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/sandridge-investors-file-lawsuit-law/

 

Drilling boom helps El Reno infrastructure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/drilling-boom-helps-el-reno-infrastructure-

energy/

 

Board votes to end racing at Fair Meadows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/board-votes-to-end-racing-at-fair-meadows-

general-news/#ixzz2ENZe7YQp

 

CEO: Drilling boom fueled SemGroup’s comeback

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ceo-drilling-boom-fueled-semgroups-comeback-

energy/

 

OCU closes on Central High School building purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ocu-buys-central-high-building-for-10-million-

real-estate/#ixzz2ENZrw6NT

 

Fallin: States need flexibility for fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fallin-states-need-flexibility-for-fiscal-cliff-capitol/

 

Project 180 completion date pushed back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/project-180-completion-date-pushed-back-real-

estate/

 

Devon exec touts safety record of tower construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/devon-exec-touts-tower-constructions-safety-

record-real-estate/#ixzz2ENaGFAFe

 

Downtown Tulsa’s Pierce Building sold for $1.2M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/downtown-tulsas-pierce-building-sold-for-1-2m-

real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Picturing the stories of Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fourth-reading-telling-the-story-of-oklahomans-

opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Principled leadership

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/free-market-friday-principled-leadership-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 7, 2012
Date: Friday, December 07, 2012 9:28:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma governor's office under fire for open records policy

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governors-office-under-fire-for-open-records-

policy/article/3735355

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says fiscal cliff complicates state budget

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-fiscal-cliff-complicates-state-

budget/article/3735191

 

Tax credits also at stake in fiscal cliff debate, White House says

http://newsok.com/tax-credits-also-at-stake-in-fiscal-cliff-debate-white-house-

says/article/3734953

 

Judge asked to shut down Oklahoma City attorney handling Ersland's appeal

http://newsok.com/judge-asked-to-shut-down-oklahoma-city-attorney-handling-

erslands-appeal/article/3735305?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

38 police recruits join the Oklahoma City force

http://newsok.com/38-police-recruits-join-the-oklahoma-city-force/article/3735308?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Pearl Harbor remains a fresh memory for Oklahoma City veterans

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-remains-a-fresh-memory-for-oklahoma-city-

veterans/article/3735263?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Canton farmer, rancher stays positive in drought

http://newsok.com/canton-farmer-rancher-stays-positive-in-drought/article/3735370?

custom_click=pod_headline_northwest-oklahoma-news

 

Pearl Harbor dead remembered on 71st anniversary

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-dead-remembered-on-71st-

anniversary/article/feed/472584?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Election hits $2B mark amid last-minute donations

http://newsok.com/election-hits-2b-mark-amid-last-minute-

donations/article/feed/472581

 

Contractor to modernize U.S. Army cannon in Elgin

http://newsok.com/contractor-to-modernize-u.s.-army-cannon-in-

elgin/article/3735164
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Early flu season could be upon us, CDC says

http://newsok.com/early-flu-season-could-be-upon-us-cdc-says/article/3735300

 

Oklahoma City company develops home-fueling unit for CNG vehicles

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-company-develops-home-fueling-unit-for-cng-

vehicles/article/3735382

 

Stocks open higher as jobs growth beats forecasts

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-as-jobs-growth-beats-

forecasts/article/feed/472669

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks _ what's worse?

http://newsok.com/higher-rates-or-fewer-tax-breaks-whats-worse/article/feed/472574

 

US economy adds 146K jobs, rate falls to 7.7 pct.

http://newsok.com/us-economy-adds-146k-jobs-rate-falls-to-7.7-

pct./article/feed/472642

 

OCAST awards $1.35 million to seven projects.

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-1.35-million-to-seven-projects./article/3735345

 

Charles Schwab: Housing recovery to boost economy

http://newsok.com/charles-schwab-housing-recovery-to-boost-

economy/article/feed/472456

 

Consider the source of Laffer plan criticism

http://newsok.com/consider-the-source-of-laffer-plan-criticism/article/3735245

 

Pay for Oklahoma troopers, prison guards should be legislative priority in 2013

http://newsok.com/pay-for-oklahoma-troopers-prison-guards-should-be-legislative-

priority-in-2013/article/3734907

 

Washington Examiner: Tax on health insurance just another Obamacare surprise

http://newsok.com/washington-examiner-tax-on-health-insurance-just-another-

obamacare-surprise/article/3735244
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Enid lawmaker seeks to boost state employee pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121207_16_A16_OKLAHO790852

 

Oklahoma 'on right track' with anti-tobacco program, state official says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A14_Arprnt901237
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Open Records workshop for public is well-attended by public officials, too

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks - what's worse?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511

 

Oklahoma student testing: 4th-grade vocabulary scores on par with national average,

8th-graders slightly below

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342

 

Fair board amends naming rights contract, affirms an end to horse racing at Fair

Meadows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869

 

Scientists still not certain about cause of 5.7-magnitude quake in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570

 

Election hits $2 billion mark amid last-minute donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952

 

Tulsa firefighter won't get city trial, council decides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524

 

Tulsa City Council tables controversial plan on apartments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526

 

Trade-offs seen in raising Medicare eligibility age

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779

 

Debt limit gives GOP leverage; Obama demands fix

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370

 

WWII Navy veteran Lonnie Cook tells Pearl Harbor story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_11_A1_CUTLIN647407

 

Cold front headed to Oklahoma; light snow possible
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_12_0_OKLAHO131341

 

Western district of Oklahoma collects nearly $13.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174

 

Judge asked to shut down attorney handling former Oklahoma City pharmacist's

appeal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286

 

Low pay makes faculty search process difficult, professor tells State Regents

Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211

 

Choctaws come out for cultural day in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338

 

Developers to pitch Broken Arrow casino plan to Creek Nation panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699

 

Oklahoma education department OKs $8.9 million testing contract, again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619

 

Oklahoma Army National Guard, Okemah tribe sign pact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240

 

Ex-teacher enters blind plea to second-degree rape of 15-year-old

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194

 

State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345

 

Editorial: Sen. Coburn supports tax hikes to avoid fiscal cliff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452

 

Editorial: Meth lab reduction good news, but will it continue?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_61_A20_Tulsap589132
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Bingman names Senate committee chairmen

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/bingman-names-senate-committee-chairmen-

capitol/

 

Investors sue SandRidge over stock price

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/sandridge-investors-file-lawsuit-law/

 

Drilling boom helps El Reno infrastructure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/drilling-boom-helps-el-reno-infrastructure-

energy/

 

Board votes to end racing at Fair Meadows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/board-votes-to-end-racing-at-fair-meadows-

general-news/#ixzz2ENZe7YQp

 

CEO: Drilling boom fueled SemGroup’s comeback

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ceo-drilling-boom-fueled-semgroups-comeback-

energy/

 

OCU closes on Central High School building purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ocu-buys-central-high-building-for-10-million-

real-estate/#ixzz2ENZrw6NT

 

Fallin: States need flexibility for fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fallin-states-need-flexibility-for-fiscal-cliff-capitol/

 

Project 180 completion date pushed back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/project-180-completion-date-pushed-back-real-

estate/

 

Devon exec touts safety record of tower construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/devon-exec-touts-tower-constructions-safety-

record-real-estate/#ixzz2ENaGFAFe

 

Downtown Tulsa’s Pierce Building sold for $1.2M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/downtown-tulsas-pierce-building-sold-for-1-2m-

real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Picturing the stories of Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fourth-reading-telling-the-story-of-oklahomans-

opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Principled leadership

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/free-market-friday-principled-leadership-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 18-20, 2012
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 10:15:15 AM

The Journal Record website is currently inaccessible.  A revised message will be sent

when the problem is resolved.

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Fallin tax plan wipes out deductions

http://newsok.com/article/3650085
 

Oklahoma DHS receives surge in foster parent inquiries

http://newsok.com/article/3650311#ixzz1mw4cGMzX

 

Personhood bill challenged for vagueness

http://newsok.com/article/3650343

 

Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session

http://newsok.com/article/3650098

 

ScissorTales: Helping to ease National Guard soldiers' transition

http://newsok.com/scissortales-helping-to-ease-national-guard-soldiers-

transition/article/3649853#ixzz1mw41rI3e

 

Oklahoma's regional universities working to meet governor's challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-

challenge/article/3649854#ixzz1mw4BMlLJ

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget agriculture

http://newsok.com/article/3649922#ixzz1mw4GVJpb

 

Third landfill company owner testifies former Oklahoma state Senate President Pro

Tem Mike Morgan hired for political influence

http://newsok.com/third-landfill-company-owner-testifies-former-oklahoma-state-

senate-president-pro-tem-mike-morgan-hired-for-political-

influence/article/3650030#ixzz1mw4Kg8Va

 

As natural gas wild ways return, niche hedge funds fail to thrive

http://newsok.com/article/3650129#ixzz1mw4XQCO4

 

Interstate highways changed Oklahoma, U.S.

http://newsok.com/article/3650314

 

D.C. notes: Report ties Inhofe’s wife to road project

http://newsok.com/article/3650301#ixzz1mw54HlpE
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Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways than one

http://newsok.com/article/3650048#ixzz1mw583db9

 

Tax-cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3650047#ixzz1mw5C8OXz

 

Insurance agent executive: Oklahoma needs free-market based health insurance

exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3650042#ixzz1mw5Fqkq7

 

Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-

oklahoma/article/3649860#ixzz1mw5fSwno

 

Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state's film industry

http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-

industry/article/3649998#ixzz1mw6L03fH

 

Oklahoma is running low on supply of drug used in lethal injections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-is-running-low-on-supply-of-drug-used-in-lethal-

injections/article/3650546#ixzz1mw6evQHl
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Senate passes 'Personhood Bill'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542

 

Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468

 

State running low on execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052

 

Q&A: Sen. Kim David

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_bParty287457

 

New-home permits in Tulsa show four-year decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
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Tulsa looks to capitalize on film, music industries

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120220_11_A1_MayorD79373

 

GOP contenders face 13-state test after brief lull

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725

 

Doctors groups may shift debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667

 

Democrats optimistic going into election after landslide wins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_16_A24_OKLAHO438652

 

Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556

 

Rick Santorum questions Obama's Christian values

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837

 

Romney cites Olympics success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_SALTLA955321

 

Capitol bomb plot arrest capped yearlong probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047

 

Capitol notebook: Fitness center funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526

 

House update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387

 

Captiol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Itsana371287

 

Senate update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
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Dropout rate expected to rise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858

 

Three Midwest City shootings test Oklahoma's 'Make My Day' law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120220_12_0_MIDWES908764

 

Poll shows state Republicans favor Santorum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647

 

Jenks student Danial Gebreili's documentary wins award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120219_19_A2_CUTLIN691255

 

Authorities arrest man in maiming of girlfriend, infants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_450_0_Author186755

 

Oklahoma's use of shelters for displaced children disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001

 

St. Francis' new ambulance serves neonatal patients

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120220_17_A11_CUTLIN817801

 

Newt Gingrich to stop in Tulsa, Oklahoma City today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_0_hrimgs131764

 

Returning troops get job help through a Guard program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283

 

Third grader wins best in state with 6-pound cabbage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_39_A2_CUTLIN263796

 

Suspect tells an 'uncommon' story in Norman rapes, expert says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A10_ULNSoe394313

 

Finding foster families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120219_11_A1_ULNSar13198
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Placement brings joy to girl, parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_CUTLIN601744

 

Casino contacts began early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_78_A4_BOEROe219859

 

Oklahoma foreclosure settlement applications available

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_Hmonrh554893

 

Crime Stoppers extends program to Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_11_A19_CUTLIN789358

 

New nonprofit plans to speak up for poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN430606

 

Oklahoma City's Crosstown to become 'grand boulevard'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN448137

 

Doctor charged in sexual battery released from jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_17_A25_CUTLIN902679

 

Editorial: Statue behind schedule, over estimate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_CUTLIN473283

 

Payroll tax extended in reluctant bipartisan effort

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_Alittl526756

 

Ban needed on cell phone use by younger drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_CUTLIN47451

 

Oklahoma plows ahead with 'personhood' bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_Tooess355145
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tech reaches rural patients

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients

 

state briefs

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs

 

Marcellus Shale gas drillers recycling more waste

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-

recycling-more-waste

 

Witness: Ex-senator paid to “watch” bills

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-

watch-bills

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 18-20, 2012
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 10:15:15 AM

The Journal Record website is currently inaccessible.  A revised message will be sent

when the problem is resolved.

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Fallin tax plan wipes out deductions

http://newsok.com/article/3650085
 

Oklahoma DHS receives surge in foster parent inquiries

http://newsok.com/article/3650311#ixzz1mw4cGMzX

 

Personhood bill challenged for vagueness

http://newsok.com/article/3650343

 

Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session

http://newsok.com/article/3650098

 

ScissorTales: Helping to ease National Guard soldiers' transition

http://newsok.com/scissortales-helping-to-ease-national-guard-soldiers-

transition/article/3649853#ixzz1mw41rI3e

 

Oklahoma's regional universities working to meet governor's challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-

challenge/article/3649854#ixzz1mw4BMlLJ

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget agriculture

http://newsok.com/article/3649922#ixzz1mw4GVJpb

 

Third landfill company owner testifies former Oklahoma state Senate President Pro

Tem Mike Morgan hired for political influence

http://newsok.com/third-landfill-company-owner-testifies-former-oklahoma-state-

senate-president-pro-tem-mike-morgan-hired-for-political-

influence/article/3650030#ixzz1mw4Kg8Va

 

As natural gas wild ways return, niche hedge funds fail to thrive

http://newsok.com/article/3650129#ixzz1mw4XQCO4

 

Interstate highways changed Oklahoma, U.S.

http://newsok.com/article/3650314

 

D.C. notes: Report ties Inhofe’s wife to road project

http://newsok.com/article/3650301#ixzz1mw54HlpE
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Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways than one

http://newsok.com/article/3650048#ixzz1mw583db9

 

Tax-cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3650047#ixzz1mw5C8OXz

 

Insurance agent executive: Oklahoma needs free-market based health insurance

exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3650042#ixzz1mw5Fqkq7

 

Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-

oklahoma/article/3649860#ixzz1mw5fSwno

 

Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state's film industry

http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-

industry/article/3649998#ixzz1mw6L03fH

 

Oklahoma is running low on supply of drug used in lethal injections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-is-running-low-on-supply-of-drug-used-in-lethal-

injections/article/3650546#ixzz1mw6evQHl
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Senate passes 'Personhood Bill'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542

 

Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468

 

State running low on execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052

 

Q&A: Sen. Kim David

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_bParty287457

 

New-home permits in Tulsa show four-year decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
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Tulsa looks to capitalize on film, music industries

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120220_11_A1_MayorD79373

 

GOP contenders face 13-state test after brief lull

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725

 

Doctors groups may shift debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667

 

Democrats optimistic going into election after landslide wins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_16_A24_OKLAHO438652

 

Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556

 

Rick Santorum questions Obama's Christian values

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837

 

Romney cites Olympics success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_SALTLA955321

 

Capitol bomb plot arrest capped yearlong probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047

 

Capitol notebook: Fitness center funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526

 

House update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387

 

Captiol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Itsana371287

 

Senate update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
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Dropout rate expected to rise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858

 

Three Midwest City shootings test Oklahoma's 'Make My Day' law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120220_12_0_MIDWES908764

 

Poll shows state Republicans favor Santorum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647

 

Jenks student Danial Gebreili's documentary wins award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120219_19_A2_CUTLIN691255

 

Authorities arrest man in maiming of girlfriend, infants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_450_0_Author186755

 

Oklahoma's use of shelters for displaced children disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001

 

St. Francis' new ambulance serves neonatal patients

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120220_17_A11_CUTLIN817801

 

Newt Gingrich to stop in Tulsa, Oklahoma City today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_0_hrimgs131764

 

Returning troops get job help through a Guard program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283

 

Third grader wins best in state with 6-pound cabbage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_39_A2_CUTLIN263796

 

Suspect tells an 'uncommon' story in Norman rapes, expert says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A10_ULNSoe394313

 

Finding foster families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120219_11_A1_ULNSar13198
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Placement brings joy to girl, parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_CUTLIN601744

 

Casino contacts began early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_78_A4_BOEROe219859

 

Oklahoma foreclosure settlement applications available

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_Hmonrh554893

 

Crime Stoppers extends program to Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_11_A19_CUTLIN789358

 

New nonprofit plans to speak up for poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN430606

 

Oklahoma City's Crosstown to become 'grand boulevard'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN448137

 

Doctor charged in sexual battery released from jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_17_A25_CUTLIN902679

 

Editorial: Statue behind schedule, over estimate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_CUTLIN473283

 

Payroll tax extended in reluctant bipartisan effort

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_Alittl526756

 

Ban needed on cell phone use by younger drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_CUTLIN47451

 

Oklahoma plows ahead with 'personhood' bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_Tooess355145
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tech reaches rural patients

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients

 

state briefs

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs

 

Marcellus Shale gas drillers recycling more waste

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-

recycling-more-waste

 

Witness: Ex-senator paid to “watch” bills

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-

watch-bills

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651419#ixzz1nDXMS4nS

 

Inmate hangs himself in Oklahoma County jail

http://newsok.com/article/3651297

 

Former Moore Christian Schools teacher arrested in rape case

http://newsok.com/article/3651418#ixzz1nDXu1yqo

 

Long-serving African Methodist Episcopal minister will be honored in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/long-serving-african-methodist-episcopal-minister-will-be-

honored-in-oklahoma-city/article/3651284#ixzz1nDYE7wff

 

Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing proposal

http://newsok.com/article/3651498#ixzz1nDYXEPeN
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Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator

http://newsok.com/article/3651391#ixzz1nDYsuf9r

 

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3651365#ixzz1nDZ6biMv

 

Hobby Lobby offers major deal: a free campus in Massachusetts

http://newsok.com/article/3651361#ixzz1nDZMM1Y7

 

Continental Resources reports fourth-quarter loss of $112 million

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-reports-fourth-quarter-loss-of-112-

million/article/3651323#ixzz1nDZh5YbA

 

Enid company adds Bakken acreage

http://newsok.com/article/3651324

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://newsok.com/obama-to-address-gas-prices-pitch-energy-

policy/article/feed/351487#ixzz1nDaaJCCK

 

Some states may use mortgage settlement to fill budget gaps

http://newsok.com/some-states-may-use-mortgage-settlement-to-fill-budget-

gaps/article/3651372#ixzz1nDat0DX6

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/article/3651338
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Oklahoma's legislature pays tribute to veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A5_OKLAHO189630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326

 

Morgan trial: Officials of energy firm say payments were not bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO285630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326
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John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome
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Tulsa's processing and distribution center likely to close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202

 

After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415

 

Oklahoma's response to 'Obamacare' recommends partial step toward

health exchange
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Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy
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Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990

 

Tulsa County district attorney, angry over meth bill's demise, lashes out at lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608

 

Route 66 Village advocates seek fee waiver from Tulsa council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell
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Ann Coulter to appear at Broken Arrow fundraiser for Randall Terry
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Obama calls for corporate tax rate cut
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U.S. drafts plan to fight Alzheimer's disease

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S. relations
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Obama helps break ground on black history museum
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OSU to consider new travel rules
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Autopsy on pilot in OSU crash inconclusive
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Man tells girlfriend he 'felt calm' about killing aunt in Midwest City
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Soldier from Noble died Tuesday in Afghanistan
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Oklahoma District 1 candidate Bridenstine cancels Navy promotion ceremony to

avoid confusion
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN383252

 

Bartlesville murder trial under way for ex-jailer in toddler's death
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Cherokee Nation grant will help pave Oologah-Talala walking trail
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TPS seeks to avoid state takeover of low-performing schools
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Firefighters, officer presented Rotary Club of Tulsa awards
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Tulsan given life term for Guard member's slaying
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Minor changes to Tulsa's district would switch about 1,600 people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A18_Cityco592741

 

10th Circuit appeals court rejects Tulsa World's mug shot request

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Free relationship classes offered in Tulsa to fight divorce rate
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Drug-testing of aid applicants may not be in state's best interests
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Bill confuses fact and faith
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Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-

capitol/

 

OKC school officials fear possible takeover

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/okc-school-officials-fear-possible-takeover-

capitol/

 

Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-

amendment-capitol/
 
Cracking the pink ceiling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/

 

Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
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Williams, Williams Partners report strong earnings for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/williams-williams-partners-report-strong-

earnings-for-year-energy/

 

Despite 4Q loss, Continental Resources boosts profits for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/despite-4q-loss-continental-resources-boosts-

profits-for-year-energy/

 

Sizing up the competition: Shawnee hotel operators prepare for new addition to

market
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operators-prepare-for-new-addition-to-market-real-estate/

 

Sitting pretty in Tulsa: Downtown barber and beauty shops enjoy large customer base
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beauty-shops-enjoy-large-customer-base-general-news/

 

Oklahoma’s shining examples: Companies feted for making Fortune list
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Battle of the casket companies: Lawsuit alleges licensing infringement for OU, OSU

memorial products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/battle-of-the-casket-companies-lawsuit-alleges-

licensing-infringement-for-ou-osu-memorial-products-law/

 

Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-

tribes-capitol/

 

Judge: BP liable for civil penalties for oil spill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/judge-bp-liable-for-civil-penalties-for-oil-spill-

energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise on continued concern about Iran

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oil-prices-rise-on-continued-concern-about-iran-

energy/

 

Legal Briefs: Feb. 23, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/legal-briefs-feb-23-2012-law/

 

HP CEO pleads patience as earnings fall 44 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/hp-ceo-pleads-patience-as-earnings-fall-44-pct-

finance/

 

Obama seeks corporate tax rate cut, loophole limit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/obama-seeks-corporate-tax-rate-cut-loophole-

limit-finance/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
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USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

39358

http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651419#ixzz1nDXMS4nS

 

Inmate hangs himself in Oklahoma County jail

http://newsok.com/article/3651297

 

Former Moore Christian Schools teacher arrested in rape case

http://newsok.com/article/3651418#ixzz1nDXu1yqo

 

Long-serving African Methodist Episcopal minister will be honored in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/long-serving-african-methodist-episcopal-minister-will-be-

honored-in-oklahoma-city/article/3651284#ixzz1nDYE7wff

 

Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing proposal

http://newsok.com/article/3651498#ixzz1nDYXEPeN
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Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator

http://newsok.com/article/3651391#ixzz1nDYsuf9r

 

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3651365#ixzz1nDZ6biMv

 

Hobby Lobby offers major deal: a free campus in Massachusetts

http://newsok.com/article/3651361#ixzz1nDZMM1Y7

 

Continental Resources reports fourth-quarter loss of $112 million

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-reports-fourth-quarter-loss-of-112-

million/article/3651323#ixzz1nDZh5YbA

 

Enid company adds Bakken acreage

http://newsok.com/article/3651324

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://newsok.com/obama-to-address-gas-prices-pitch-energy-

policy/article/feed/351487#ixzz1nDaaJCCK

 

Some states may use mortgage settlement to fill budget gaps

http://newsok.com/some-states-may-use-mortgage-settlement-to-fill-budget-

gaps/article/3651372#ixzz1nDat0DX6

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/article/3651338

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's legislature pays tribute to veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A5_OKLAHO189630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326

 

Morgan trial: Officials of energy firm say payments were not bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO285630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326
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John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071

 

Tulsa's processing and distribution center likely to close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202

 

After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415

 

Oklahoma's response to 'Obamacare' recommends partial step toward

health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939

 

Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990

 

Tulsa County district attorney, angry over meth bill's demise, lashes out at lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608

 

Route 66 Village advocates seek fee waiver from Tulsa council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098

 

Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736

 

Ann Coulter to appear at Broken Arrow fundraiser for Randall Terry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676

 

Obama calls for corporate tax rate cut

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767

 

U.S. drafts plan to fight Alzheimer's disease

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A4_WASHIN274040

 

Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S. relations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN768351

 

Obama helps break ground on black history museum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A6_CUTLIN67377

 

OSU to consider new travel rules

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW398556

 

Autopsy on pilot in OSU crash inconclusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW102791

 

Man tells girlfriend he 'felt calm' about killing aunt in Midwest City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120223_12_0_OLHMIY739255

 

Soldier from Noble died Tuesday in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A1_Asoldi407724

 

Oklahoma District 1 candidate Bridenstine cancels Navy promotion ceremony to

avoid confusion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN383252

 

Bartlesville murder trial under way for ex-jailer in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A8_CUTLIN485985

 

Cherokee Nation grant will help pave Oologah-Talala walking trail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A13_OLGHCn391431

 

TPS seeks to avoid state takeover of low-performing schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120223_19_A1_TlaPbi622302

 

Firefighters, officer presented Rotary Club of Tulsa awards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A8_CUTLIN589542

 

Tulsan given life term for Guard member's slaying
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120223_14_A8_CUTLIN262386

 

Minor changes to Tulsa's district would switch about 1,600 people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A18_Cityco592741

 

10th Circuit appeals court rejects Tulsa World's mug shot request

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_14_A5_DENVER668231

 

Free relationship classes offered in Tulsa to fight divorce rate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A13_Family600953

 

Drug-testing of aid applicants may not be in state's best interests

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Drugte126975

 

Bill confuses fact and faith

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Pshhel723206

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 

Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-

capitol/

 

OKC school officials fear possible takeover

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/okc-school-officials-fear-possible-takeover-

capitol/

 

Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-

amendment-capitol/
 
Cracking the pink ceiling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/

 

Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
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Williams, Williams Partners report strong earnings for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/williams-williams-partners-report-strong-

earnings-for-year-energy/

 

Despite 4Q loss, Continental Resources boosts profits for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/despite-4q-loss-continental-resources-boosts-

profits-for-year-energy/

 

Sizing up the competition: Shawnee hotel operators prepare for new addition to

market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sizing-up-the-competition-shawnee-hotel-

operators-prepare-for-new-addition-to-market-real-estate/

 

Sitting pretty in Tulsa: Downtown barber and beauty shops enjoy large customer base

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sitting-pretty-in-tulsa-downtown-barber-and-

beauty-shops-enjoy-large-customer-base-general-news/

 

Oklahoma’s shining examples: Companies feted for making Fortune list

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oklahoma%e2%80%99s-shining-examples-

companies-feted-for-making-fortune-list-general-news/

 

Battle of the casket companies: Lawsuit alleges licensing infringement for OU, OSU

memorial products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/battle-of-the-casket-companies-lawsuit-alleges-

licensing-infringement-for-ou-osu-memorial-products-law/

 

Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-

tribes-capitol/

 

Judge: BP liable for civil penalties for oil spill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/judge-bp-liable-for-civil-penalties-for-oil-spill-

energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise on continued concern about Iran

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oil-prices-rise-on-continued-concern-about-iran-

energy/

 

Legal Briefs: Feb. 23, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/legal-briefs-feb-23-2012-law/

 

HP CEO pleads patience as earnings fall 44 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/hp-ceo-pleads-patience-as-earnings-fall-44-pct-

finance/

 

Obama seeks corporate tax rate cut, loophole limit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/obama-seeks-corporate-tax-rate-cut-loophole-

limit-finance/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
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USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651419#ixzz1nDXMS4nS

 

Inmate hangs himself in Oklahoma County jail

http://newsok.com/article/3651297

 

Former Moore Christian Schools teacher arrested in rape case

http://newsok.com/article/3651418#ixzz1nDXu1yqo

 

Long-serving African Methodist Episcopal minister will be honored in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/long-serving-african-methodist-episcopal-minister-will-be-

honored-in-oklahoma-city/article/3651284#ixzz1nDYE7wff

 

Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing proposal

http://newsok.com/article/3651498#ixzz1nDYXEPeN
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Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator

http://newsok.com/article/3651391#ixzz1nDYsuf9r

 

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3651365#ixzz1nDZ6biMv

 

Hobby Lobby offers major deal: a free campus in Massachusetts

http://newsok.com/article/3651361#ixzz1nDZMM1Y7

 

Continental Resources reports fourth-quarter loss of $112 million

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-reports-fourth-quarter-loss-of-112-

million/article/3651323#ixzz1nDZh5YbA

 

Enid company adds Bakken acreage

http://newsok.com/article/3651324

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://newsok.com/obama-to-address-gas-prices-pitch-energy-

policy/article/feed/351487#ixzz1nDaaJCCK

 

Some states may use mortgage settlement to fill budget gaps

http://newsok.com/some-states-may-use-mortgage-settlement-to-fill-budget-

gaps/article/3651372#ixzz1nDat0DX6

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/article/3651338
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www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's legislature pays tribute to veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A5_OKLAHO189630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326

 

Morgan trial: Officials of energy firm say payments were not bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO285630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326
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John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071

 

Tulsa's processing and distribution center likely to close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202

 

After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415

 

Oklahoma's response to 'Obamacare' recommends partial step toward

health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939

 

Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990

 

Tulsa County district attorney, angry over meth bill's demise, lashes out at lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608

 

Route 66 Village advocates seek fee waiver from Tulsa council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098

 

Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736

 

Ann Coulter to appear at Broken Arrow fundraiser for Randall Terry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676

 

Obama calls for corporate tax rate cut

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767

 

U.S. drafts plan to fight Alzheimer's disease

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S. relations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN768351

 

Obama helps break ground on black history museum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A6_CUTLIN67377

 

OSU to consider new travel rules

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW398556

 

Autopsy on pilot in OSU crash inconclusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW102791

 

Man tells girlfriend he 'felt calm' about killing aunt in Midwest City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120223_12_0_OLHMIY739255

 

Soldier from Noble died Tuesday in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A1_Asoldi407724

 

Oklahoma District 1 candidate Bridenstine cancels Navy promotion ceremony to

avoid confusion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN383252

 

Bartlesville murder trial under way for ex-jailer in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A8_CUTLIN485985

 

Cherokee Nation grant will help pave Oologah-Talala walking trail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A13_OLGHCn391431

 

TPS seeks to avoid state takeover of low-performing schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120223_19_A1_TlaPbi622302

 

Firefighters, officer presented Rotary Club of Tulsa awards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A8_CUTLIN589542

 

Tulsan given life term for Guard member's slaying
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120223_14_A8_CUTLIN262386

 

Minor changes to Tulsa's district would switch about 1,600 people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A18_Cityco592741

 

10th Circuit appeals court rejects Tulsa World's mug shot request

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_14_A5_DENVER668231

 

Free relationship classes offered in Tulsa to fight divorce rate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A13_Family600953

 

Drug-testing of aid applicants may not be in state's best interests

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Drugte126975

 

Bill confuses fact and faith

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Pshhel723206

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 

Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-

capitol/

 

OKC school officials fear possible takeover

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/okc-school-officials-fear-possible-takeover-

capitol/

 

Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-

amendment-capitol/
 
Cracking the pink ceiling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/

 

Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
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Williams, Williams Partners report strong earnings for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/williams-williams-partners-report-strong-

earnings-for-year-energy/

 

Despite 4Q loss, Continental Resources boosts profits for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/despite-4q-loss-continental-resources-boosts-

profits-for-year-energy/

 

Sizing up the competition: Shawnee hotel operators prepare for new addition to

market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sizing-up-the-competition-shawnee-hotel-

operators-prepare-for-new-addition-to-market-real-estate/

 

Sitting pretty in Tulsa: Downtown barber and beauty shops enjoy large customer base

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sitting-pretty-in-tulsa-downtown-barber-and-

beauty-shops-enjoy-large-customer-base-general-news/

 

Oklahoma’s shining examples: Companies feted for making Fortune list

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oklahoma%e2%80%99s-shining-examples-

companies-feted-for-making-fortune-list-general-news/

 

Battle of the casket companies: Lawsuit alleges licensing infringement for OU, OSU

memorial products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/battle-of-the-casket-companies-lawsuit-alleges-

licensing-infringement-for-ou-osu-memorial-products-law/

 

Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-

tribes-capitol/

 

Judge: BP liable for civil penalties for oil spill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/judge-bp-liable-for-civil-penalties-for-oil-spill-

energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise on continued concern about Iran

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oil-prices-rise-on-continued-concern-about-iran-

energy/

 

Legal Briefs: Feb. 23, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/legal-briefs-feb-23-2012-law/

 

HP CEO pleads patience as earnings fall 44 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/hp-ceo-pleads-patience-as-earnings-fall-44-pct-

finance/

 

Obama seeks corporate tax rate cut, loophole limit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/obama-seeks-corporate-tax-rate-cut-loophole-

limit-finance/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-sworn-into-office
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-again-in-11
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-again-in-11
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com


 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651419#ixzz1nDXMS4nS

 

Inmate hangs himself in Oklahoma County jail

http://newsok.com/article/3651297

 

Former Moore Christian Schools teacher arrested in rape case

http://newsok.com/article/3651418#ixzz1nDXu1yqo

 

Long-serving African Methodist Episcopal minister will be honored in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/long-serving-african-methodist-episcopal-minister-will-be-

honored-in-oklahoma-city/article/3651284#ixzz1nDYE7wff

 

Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing proposal

http://newsok.com/article/3651498#ixzz1nDYXEPeN
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Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator

http://newsok.com/article/3651391#ixzz1nDYsuf9r

 

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3651365#ixzz1nDZ6biMv

 

Hobby Lobby offers major deal: a free campus in Massachusetts

http://newsok.com/article/3651361#ixzz1nDZMM1Y7

 

Continental Resources reports fourth-quarter loss of $112 million

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-reports-fourth-quarter-loss-of-112-

million/article/3651323#ixzz1nDZh5YbA

 

Enid company adds Bakken acreage

http://newsok.com/article/3651324

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://newsok.com/obama-to-address-gas-prices-pitch-energy-

policy/article/feed/351487#ixzz1nDaaJCCK

 

Some states may use mortgage settlement to fill budget gaps

http://newsok.com/some-states-may-use-mortgage-settlement-to-fill-budget-

gaps/article/3651372#ixzz1nDat0DX6

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/article/3651338

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's legislature pays tribute to veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A5_OKLAHO189630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326

 

Morgan trial: Officials of energy firm say payments were not bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO285630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326
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John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071

 

Tulsa's processing and distribution center likely to close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202

 

After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415

 

Oklahoma's response to 'Obamacare' recommends partial step toward

health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939

 

Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990

 

Tulsa County district attorney, angry over meth bill's demise, lashes out at lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608

 

Route 66 Village advocates seek fee waiver from Tulsa council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098

 

Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736

 

Ann Coulter to appear at Broken Arrow fundraiser for Randall Terry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676

 

Obama calls for corporate tax rate cut

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767

 

U.S. drafts plan to fight Alzheimer's disease

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A4_WASHIN274040

 

Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S. relations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN768351

 

Obama helps break ground on black history museum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A6_CUTLIN67377

 

OSU to consider new travel rules

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW398556

 

Autopsy on pilot in OSU crash inconclusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW102791

 

Man tells girlfriend he 'felt calm' about killing aunt in Midwest City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120223_12_0_OLHMIY739255

 

Soldier from Noble died Tuesday in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A1_Asoldi407724

 

Oklahoma District 1 candidate Bridenstine cancels Navy promotion ceremony to

avoid confusion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN383252

 

Bartlesville murder trial under way for ex-jailer in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A8_CUTLIN485985

 

Cherokee Nation grant will help pave Oologah-Talala walking trail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A13_OLGHCn391431

 

TPS seeks to avoid state takeover of low-performing schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120223_19_A1_TlaPbi622302

 

Firefighters, officer presented Rotary Club of Tulsa awards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A8_CUTLIN589542

 

Tulsan given life term for Guard member's slaying
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120223_14_A8_CUTLIN262386

 

Minor changes to Tulsa's district would switch about 1,600 people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A18_Cityco592741

 

10th Circuit appeals court rejects Tulsa World's mug shot request

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_14_A5_DENVER668231

 

Free relationship classes offered in Tulsa to fight divorce rate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A13_Family600953

 

Drug-testing of aid applicants may not be in state's best interests

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Drugte126975

 

Bill confuses fact and faith

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Pshhel723206

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 

Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-

capitol/

 

OKC school officials fear possible takeover

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/okc-school-officials-fear-possible-takeover-

capitol/

 

Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-

amendment-capitol/
 
Cracking the pink ceiling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/

 

Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
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Williams, Williams Partners report strong earnings for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/williams-williams-partners-report-strong-

earnings-for-year-energy/

 

Despite 4Q loss, Continental Resources boosts profits for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/despite-4q-loss-continental-resources-boosts-

profits-for-year-energy/

 

Sizing up the competition: Shawnee hotel operators prepare for new addition to

market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sizing-up-the-competition-shawnee-hotel-

operators-prepare-for-new-addition-to-market-real-estate/

 

Sitting pretty in Tulsa: Downtown barber and beauty shops enjoy large customer base

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sitting-pretty-in-tulsa-downtown-barber-and-

beauty-shops-enjoy-large-customer-base-general-news/

 

Oklahoma’s shining examples: Companies feted for making Fortune list

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oklahoma%e2%80%99s-shining-examples-

companies-feted-for-making-fortune-list-general-news/

 

Battle of the casket companies: Lawsuit alleges licensing infringement for OU, OSU

memorial products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/battle-of-the-casket-companies-lawsuit-alleges-

licensing-infringement-for-ou-osu-memorial-products-law/

 

Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-

tribes-capitol/

 

Judge: BP liable for civil penalties for oil spill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/judge-bp-liable-for-civil-penalties-for-oil-spill-

energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise on continued concern about Iran

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oil-prices-rise-on-continued-concern-about-iran-

energy/

 

Legal Briefs: Feb. 23, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/legal-briefs-feb-23-2012-law/

 

HP CEO pleads patience as earnings fall 44 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/hp-ceo-pleads-patience-as-earnings-fall-44-pct-

finance/

 

Obama seeks corporate tax rate cut, loophole limit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/obama-seeks-corporate-tax-rate-cut-loophole-

limit-finance/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com

39384

http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922993/Oklahoma-soldier-dies-in-Afghanistan
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-sworn-into-office
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-sworn-into-office
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-sworn-into-office
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-exchange
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-exchange
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-exchange
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-again-in-11
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-again-in-11
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-again-in-11
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com


 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 4-6, 2012
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:30:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director

http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH

 

State to get funds for electrical projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Oklahoma county district judge orders halt to Community Health Charities of

Oklahoma’s bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646146#ixzz1lc8xgNfi

 

Oklahoma lawmaker says he isn’t optimistic about efforts to lift a ban on concealed

weapons on college campuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646128#ixzz1lc90UW7T

 

OETA chief disputes funding claim

http://newsok.com/article/3646126

 

Oklahoma in line for about $382 million in transmission projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646164#ixzz1lc96epgp

 

Jobless report lifts Dow, Nasdaq

http://newsok.com/article/3646119

 

Former Tulsan is charged in oil and gas fraud; investors lost $6.8 million, prosecutors

allege

http://newsok.com/article/3646161#ixzz1lc9DZlEt

 

FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3646274#ixzz1lcBvoyep

 

Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud, Oklahoma

officials say

http://newsok.com/article/3646306#ixzz1lcC1PE3y

 

Oklahoma woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-woman-told-statute-of-limitations-has-passed-in-rape-

case/article/3646047#ixzz1lcC5bJhZ

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCAlNux

 

Former Oklahoma Gov. David Hall's book tells his side of the bribery story

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-david-halls-book-tells-his-side-of-the-

bribery-story/article/3646194#ixzz1lcCEpOR8

 

Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall meeting

http://newsok.com/article/3646427#ixzz1lcCJd18Y

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase

http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators

http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details

http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says

http://newsok.com/article/3646383#ixzz1lcCZObWa

 

Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session

http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-

session/article/3645888#ixzz1lcCbtKMa

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues

http://newsok.com/article/3646057#ixzz1lcCeGVe2

 

To drill or not: Green energies provide solutions

http://newsok.com/article/3646048#ixzz1lcChQaMs

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCjt3xV

 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol is recruiting more women to work as troopers.

http://newsok.com/article/3646313#ixzz1lcCs2Lzn

 

At a glance: Bills regarding teacher bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646539

 

Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election spending

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-

election-spending/article/3646542#ixzz1lcF7rheu

 

Clara Luper production honors civil rights activist
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http://newsok.com/clara-luper-production-honors-civil-rights-activist/article/3646543?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Taxes on top of lawmakers’ agenda

http://newsok.com/article/3646562

 

Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice

http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-

disservice/article/3645893#ixzz1lcFTOsSW

 

Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to Interstate 35

http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-

35/article/3646086#ixzz1lcFWfF9M

 

ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here

http://newsok.com/article/3646000

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538

 

Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
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Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_ULNSou279898

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin's agenda

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877

 

Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN922124

 

Capitol Report: Names to Know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_hSenBr90795

 

State Legislature Fast Facts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_336_A11_hTerml151053

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_16_A1_ULNSbC614745

 

Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A17_WASHIN854634

 

GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_CUTLIN167471

 

Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_JEFFER756495

 

Tulsa's trash system is in the dark ages, bidder says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN384175

 

Mayor, Council meet to discuss goals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A28_MayorD471868
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Sunday Morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_hGovMa308945

 

Southern Nazarene University student stabbed while trying to help the homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO255955

 

El Reno man arrested after seven-hour standoff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_ELRENO715301

 

Blackwell woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_BLACKW209941

 

Former Tulsa radio DJ, Oklahoma City TV anchor dies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO583107

 

Oklahoma City street to have two-way traffic flow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_11_0_OKLAHO437904

 

TV channel: Storm chaser killed in Saturday crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_0_Asomca645836

 

Claremore to breed police dog to help department budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A21_CUTLIN273631

 

FBI funds may have gone to campaigns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A26_OKLAHO291542

 

FBI's undercover sting on Oklahoma Legislature used fake company

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A21_OKLAHO670587

 

Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A23_Oklaho46885

 

Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A26_OKLAHO254906
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol hopes to add more female troopers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A27_CUTLIN128569

 

Freezing overnights, rain chances forecast for Tulsa area

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_0_rmrhtw254319

 

Tulsa Jail inmates gather for city's biggest Super Bowl watch party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN525504

 

TPD reports key evidence lost, vital in murder and rape trials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_Tulsap673375

 

Church members gather near Kialegee casino site in prayer walk

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN429394

 

Home break-in foiled by teen wielding decorative sword

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A13_CUTLIN960179

 

AARP's Tax-Aide helps Tulsa area residents with free tax service

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A2_CUTLIN909231

 

Homeowners struggle to get mortgage relief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN685262

 

Mortgage-relief program gets new guidelines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A12_Thegov339879

 

OSSAA Academic Bowl: Two Tulsa school teams win state titles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A23_ELRENO79900

 

BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_350_A24_CUTLIN82673

 

Tulsa man on sex offender list charged with rape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_ATulsa843011
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Bias, bigotry and racism topics at next Press Club Luncheon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_Snaehi694754

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918

 

When will justice come for wronged workers?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120206_61_A11_Ifever940433

 

Breast cancer screening debate has surprise ending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_CUTLIN179824

 

Jack Zarrow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_JackZa58819

 

Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

 

Factory orders up 1.1 percent in December

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/factory-orders-up-1-1-percent-in-december-

general-news/

 

U.S. service industry growth surges in January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-

general-news/
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Hiring surges in January; jobless rate at 8.3 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/hiring-surges-in-january-jobless-rate-at-8-3-pct-

general-news/

 

Retailers deliver solid sales gains for January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/retailers-deliver-solid-sales-gains-for-january-

general-new/

 

TU starts online master’s program in energy business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-

in-energy-business-energy/

 

State oil, gas rig count increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/state-oil-gas-rig-count-increases-energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/

 

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/

 

Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/

 

Fallin to release tax incentive plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-release-tax-incentive-plan-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-

aerospace/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-

aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Storm chaser killed in highway accident

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-

accident

 

More cities consider parades for Iraq vets

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-

for-Iraq-vets

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 4-6, 2012
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:30:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director

http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH

 

State to get funds for electrical projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Oklahoma county district judge orders halt to Community Health Charities of

Oklahoma’s bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646146#ixzz1lc8xgNfi

 

Oklahoma lawmaker says he isn’t optimistic about efforts to lift a ban on concealed

weapons on college campuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646128#ixzz1lc90UW7T

 

OETA chief disputes funding claim

http://newsok.com/article/3646126

 

Oklahoma in line for about $382 million in transmission projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646164#ixzz1lc96epgp

 

Jobless report lifts Dow, Nasdaq

http://newsok.com/article/3646119

 

Former Tulsan is charged in oil and gas fraud; investors lost $6.8 million, prosecutors

allege

http://newsok.com/article/3646161#ixzz1lc9DZlEt

 

FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3646274#ixzz1lcBvoyep

 

Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud, Oklahoma

officials say

http://newsok.com/article/3646306#ixzz1lcC1PE3y

 

Oklahoma woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-woman-told-statute-of-limitations-has-passed-in-rape-

case/article/3646047#ixzz1lcC5bJhZ

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCAlNux

 

Former Oklahoma Gov. David Hall's book tells his side of the bribery story

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-david-halls-book-tells-his-side-of-the-

bribery-story/article/3646194#ixzz1lcCEpOR8

 

Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall meeting

http://newsok.com/article/3646427#ixzz1lcCJd18Y

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase

http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators

http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details

http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says

http://newsok.com/article/3646383#ixzz1lcCZObWa

 

Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session

http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-

session/article/3645888#ixzz1lcCbtKMa

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues

http://newsok.com/article/3646057#ixzz1lcCeGVe2

 

To drill or not: Green energies provide solutions

http://newsok.com/article/3646048#ixzz1lcChQaMs

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCjt3xV

 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol is recruiting more women to work as troopers.

http://newsok.com/article/3646313#ixzz1lcCs2Lzn

 

At a glance: Bills regarding teacher bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646539

 

Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election spending

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-

election-spending/article/3646542#ixzz1lcF7rheu

 

Clara Luper production honors civil rights activist
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http://newsok.com/clara-luper-production-honors-civil-rights-activist/article/3646543?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Taxes on top of lawmakers’ agenda

http://newsok.com/article/3646562

 

Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice

http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-

disservice/article/3645893#ixzz1lcFTOsSW

 

Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to Interstate 35

http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-

35/article/3646086#ixzz1lcFWfF9M

 

ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here

http://newsok.com/article/3646000

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538

 

Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
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Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_ULNSou279898

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin's agenda

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877

 

Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN922124

 

Capitol Report: Names to Know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_hSenBr90795

 

State Legislature Fast Facts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_336_A11_hTerml151053

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_16_A1_ULNSbC614745

 

Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A17_WASHIN854634

 

GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_CUTLIN167471

 

Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_JEFFER756495

 

Tulsa's trash system is in the dark ages, bidder says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN384175

 

Mayor, Council meet to discuss goals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A28_MayorD471868
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Sunday Morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_hGovMa308945

 

Southern Nazarene University student stabbed while trying to help the homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO255955

 

El Reno man arrested after seven-hour standoff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_ELRENO715301

 

Blackwell woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_BLACKW209941

 

Former Tulsa radio DJ, Oklahoma City TV anchor dies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO583107

 

Oklahoma City street to have two-way traffic flow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_11_0_OKLAHO437904

 

TV channel: Storm chaser killed in Saturday crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_0_Asomca645836

 

Claremore to breed police dog to help department budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A21_CUTLIN273631

 

FBI funds may have gone to campaigns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A26_OKLAHO291542

 

FBI's undercover sting on Oklahoma Legislature used fake company

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A21_OKLAHO670587

 

Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A23_Oklaho46885

 

Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A26_OKLAHO254906
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol hopes to add more female troopers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A27_CUTLIN128569

 

Freezing overnights, rain chances forecast for Tulsa area

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_0_rmrhtw254319

 

Tulsa Jail inmates gather for city's biggest Super Bowl watch party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN525504

 

TPD reports key evidence lost, vital in murder and rape trials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_Tulsap673375

 

Church members gather near Kialegee casino site in prayer walk

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN429394

 

Home break-in foiled by teen wielding decorative sword

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A13_CUTLIN960179

 

AARP's Tax-Aide helps Tulsa area residents with free tax service

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A2_CUTLIN909231

 

Homeowners struggle to get mortgage relief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN685262

 

Mortgage-relief program gets new guidelines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A12_Thegov339879

 

OSSAA Academic Bowl: Two Tulsa school teams win state titles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A23_ELRENO79900

 

BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_350_A24_CUTLIN82673

 

Tulsa man on sex offender list charged with rape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_ATulsa843011
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Bias, bigotry and racism topics at next Press Club Luncheon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_Snaehi694754

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918

 

When will justice come for wronged workers?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120206_61_A11_Ifever940433

 

Breast cancer screening debate has surprise ending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_CUTLIN179824

 

Jack Zarrow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_JackZa58819

 

Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

 

Factory orders up 1.1 percent in December

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/factory-orders-up-1-1-percent-in-december-

general-news/

 

U.S. service industry growth surges in January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-

general-news/
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Hiring surges in January; jobless rate at 8.3 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/hiring-surges-in-january-jobless-rate-at-8-3-pct-

general-news/

 

Retailers deliver solid sales gains for January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/retailers-deliver-solid-sales-gains-for-january-

general-new/

 

TU starts online master’s program in energy business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-

in-energy-business-energy/

 

State oil, gas rig count increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/state-oil-gas-rig-count-increases-energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/

 

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/

 

Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/

 

Fallin to release tax incentive plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-release-tax-incentive-plan-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-

aerospace/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-

aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Storm chaser killed in highway accident

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-

accident

 

More cities consider parades for Iraq vets

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-

for-Iraq-vets

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:

39404

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-accident
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-accident
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-accident
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-for-Iraq-vets
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-for-Iraq-vets
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-for-Iraq-vets
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/


 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 4-6, 2012
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:30:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director

http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH

 

State to get funds for electrical projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Oklahoma county district judge orders halt to Community Health Charities of

Oklahoma’s bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646146#ixzz1lc8xgNfi

 

Oklahoma lawmaker says he isn’t optimistic about efforts to lift a ban on concealed

weapons on college campuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646128#ixzz1lc90UW7T

 

OETA chief disputes funding claim

http://newsok.com/article/3646126

 

Oklahoma in line for about $382 million in transmission projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646164#ixzz1lc96epgp

 

Jobless report lifts Dow, Nasdaq

http://newsok.com/article/3646119

 

Former Tulsan is charged in oil and gas fraud; investors lost $6.8 million, prosecutors

allege

http://newsok.com/article/3646161#ixzz1lc9DZlEt

 

FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3646274#ixzz1lcBvoyep

 

Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud, Oklahoma

officials say

http://newsok.com/article/3646306#ixzz1lcC1PE3y

 

Oklahoma woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-woman-told-statute-of-limitations-has-passed-in-rape-

case/article/3646047#ixzz1lcC5bJhZ

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCAlNux

 

Former Oklahoma Gov. David Hall's book tells his side of the bribery story

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-david-halls-book-tells-his-side-of-the-

bribery-story/article/3646194#ixzz1lcCEpOR8

 

Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall meeting

http://newsok.com/article/3646427#ixzz1lcCJd18Y

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase

http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators

http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details

http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says

http://newsok.com/article/3646383#ixzz1lcCZObWa

 

Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session

http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-

session/article/3645888#ixzz1lcCbtKMa

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues

http://newsok.com/article/3646057#ixzz1lcCeGVe2

 

To drill or not: Green energies provide solutions

http://newsok.com/article/3646048#ixzz1lcChQaMs

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCjt3xV

 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol is recruiting more women to work as troopers.

http://newsok.com/article/3646313#ixzz1lcCs2Lzn

 

At a glance: Bills regarding teacher bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646539

 

Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election spending

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-

election-spending/article/3646542#ixzz1lcF7rheu

 

Clara Luper production honors civil rights activist
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http://newsok.com/clara-luper-production-honors-civil-rights-activist/article/3646543?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Taxes on top of lawmakers’ agenda

http://newsok.com/article/3646562

 

Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice

http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-

disservice/article/3645893#ixzz1lcFTOsSW

 

Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to Interstate 35

http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-

35/article/3646086#ixzz1lcFWfF9M

 

ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here

http://newsok.com/article/3646000

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538

 

Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
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Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_ULNSou279898

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin's agenda

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877

 

Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN922124

 

Capitol Report: Names to Know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_hSenBr90795

 

State Legislature Fast Facts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_336_A11_hTerml151053

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_16_A1_ULNSbC614745

 

Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A17_WASHIN854634

 

GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_CUTLIN167471

 

Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_JEFFER756495

 

Tulsa's trash system is in the dark ages, bidder says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN384175

 

Mayor, Council meet to discuss goals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A28_MayorD471868
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Sunday Morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_hGovMa308945

 

Southern Nazarene University student stabbed while trying to help the homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO255955

 

El Reno man arrested after seven-hour standoff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_ELRENO715301

 

Blackwell woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_BLACKW209941

 

Former Tulsa radio DJ, Oklahoma City TV anchor dies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO583107

 

Oklahoma City street to have two-way traffic flow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_11_0_OKLAHO437904

 

TV channel: Storm chaser killed in Saturday crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_0_Asomca645836

 

Claremore to breed police dog to help department budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A21_CUTLIN273631

 

FBI funds may have gone to campaigns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A26_OKLAHO291542

 

FBI's undercover sting on Oklahoma Legislature used fake company

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A21_OKLAHO670587

 

Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A23_Oklaho46885

 

Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A26_OKLAHO254906
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol hopes to add more female troopers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A27_CUTLIN128569

 

Freezing overnights, rain chances forecast for Tulsa area

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_0_rmrhtw254319

 

Tulsa Jail inmates gather for city's biggest Super Bowl watch party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN525504

 

TPD reports key evidence lost, vital in murder and rape trials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_Tulsap673375

 

Church members gather near Kialegee casino site in prayer walk

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN429394

 

Home break-in foiled by teen wielding decorative sword

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A13_CUTLIN960179

 

AARP's Tax-Aide helps Tulsa area residents with free tax service

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A2_CUTLIN909231

 

Homeowners struggle to get mortgage relief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN685262

 

Mortgage-relief program gets new guidelines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A12_Thegov339879

 

OSSAA Academic Bowl: Two Tulsa school teams win state titles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A23_ELRENO79900

 

BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_350_A24_CUTLIN82673

 

Tulsa man on sex offender list charged with rape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_ATulsa843011
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Bias, bigotry and racism topics at next Press Club Luncheon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_Snaehi694754

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918

 

When will justice come for wronged workers?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120206_61_A11_Ifever940433

 

Breast cancer screening debate has surprise ending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_CUTLIN179824

 

Jack Zarrow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_JackZa58819

 

Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

 

Factory orders up 1.1 percent in December

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/factory-orders-up-1-1-percent-in-december-

general-news/

 

U.S. service industry growth surges in January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-

general-news/
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Hiring surges in January; jobless rate at 8.3 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/hiring-surges-in-january-jobless-rate-at-8-3-pct-

general-news/

 

Retailers deliver solid sales gains for January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/retailers-deliver-solid-sales-gains-for-january-

general-new/

 

TU starts online master’s program in energy business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-

in-energy-business-energy/

 

State oil, gas rig count increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/state-oil-gas-rig-count-increases-energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/

 

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/

 

Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/

 

Fallin to release tax incentive plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-release-tax-incentive-plan-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-

aerospace/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-

aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Storm chaser killed in highway accident

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-

accident

 

More cities consider parades for Iraq vets

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-

for-Iraq-vets

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/


 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-tax-dollars-at-center-of-school-voucher-

debate/article/3644128#ixzz1kxDeAJsC

 

Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488

 

Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413

 

New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088

 

Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836

 

Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764

 

Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383

 

Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703

 

Obama to senators: Change the way you do business

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311

 

Romney would rank among richest presidents in history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664

 

Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
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New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_234_A26_SHAWNE641895

 

Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_19_A28_Onlyth295483

 

Cats part of obesity epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_A29_OKLAHO705864

 

45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_11_A16_CUTLIN300814

 

Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_CUTLIN749882

 

Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_Weusoi985959

 

Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN27649

 

Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN185522

 

Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A21_CUTLIN999790

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_CUTLIN335819

 

Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A28_CUTLIN991950

 

Dress code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_CUTLIN550529

 

Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_SomeRo355945

 

Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Ifther478993

 

Romney holds his own in Florida debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Theglo187717
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/

 

Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-tax-dollars-at-center-of-school-voucher-

debate/article/3644128#ixzz1kxDeAJsC

 

Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488

 

Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413

 

New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088

 

Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836

 

Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764

 

Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383

 

Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703

 

Obama to senators: Change the way you do business

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311

 

Romney would rank among richest presidents in history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664

 

Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
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New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_234_A26_SHAWNE641895

 

Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_19_A28_Onlyth295483

 

Cats part of obesity epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_A29_OKLAHO705864

 

45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_11_A16_CUTLIN300814

 

Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_CUTLIN749882

 

Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_Weusoi985959

 

Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN27649

 

Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN185522

 

Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A21_CUTLIN999790

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_CUTLIN335819

 

Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A28_CUTLIN991950

 

Dress code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_CUTLIN550529

 

Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_SomeRo355945

 

Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Ifther478993

 

Romney holds his own in Florida debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Theglo187717
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/

 

Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News

39430

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-pension-safe-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-pension-safe-aerospace/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-ice-storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-ice-storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-ice-storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-the-word-fracking
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-the-word-fracking
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-the-word-fracking
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-death-of-wife-unborn-child
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-death-of-wife-unborn-child
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-death-of-wife-unborn-child
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-breaks
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-breaks
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-breaks
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate
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Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
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Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488

 

Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413

 

New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088

 

Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836

 

Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764

 

Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383

 

Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703

 

Obama to senators: Change the way you do business

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311

 

Romney would rank among richest presidents in history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664

 

Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
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New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_234_A26_SHAWNE641895

 

Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_19_A28_Onlyth295483

 

Cats part of obesity epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_A29_OKLAHO705864

 

45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_11_A16_CUTLIN300814

 

Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_CUTLIN749882

 

Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_Weusoi985959

 

Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN27649

 

Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN185522

 

Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A21_CUTLIN999790

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A28_CUTLIN991950

 

Dress code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_CUTLIN550529

 

Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_SomeRo355945

 

Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Ifther478993

 

Romney holds his own in Florida debate
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www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/

 

Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-tax-dollars-at-center-of-school-voucher-

debate/article/3644128#ixzz1kxDeAJsC

 

Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488

 

Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413

 

New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088

 

Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836

 

Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764

 

Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383

 

Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703

 

Obama to senators: Change the way you do business

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311

 

Romney would rank among richest presidents in history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664

 

Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
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New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_234_A26_SHAWNE641895

 

Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_19_A28_Onlyth295483

 

Cats part of obesity epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_A29_OKLAHO705864

 

45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_11_A16_CUTLIN300814

 

Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_CUTLIN749882

 

Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_Weusoi985959

 

Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN27649

 

Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN185522

 

Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A21_CUTLIN999790

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_CUTLIN335819

 

Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A28_CUTLIN991950

 

Dress code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_CUTLIN550529

 

Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_SomeRo355945

 

Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Ifther478993

 

Romney holds his own in Florida debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Theglo187717
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/

 

Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
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http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 29-31, 2010
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:57:34 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma liquor law changes proposed

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-liquor-law-changes-proposed/article/3536905

 

Senate Republicans have eye on Oklahoma's future success 

http://newsok.com/senate-republicans-have-eye-on-oklahomas-future-

success/article/3536253#ixzz1Cd35XvXE

 

Oklahoma lawmakers call for changes to education board's authority

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-call-for-changes-to-education-boards-

authority/article/3536403#ixzz1Ccf9CKOB

 

Conservative ideological bills concern group

http://www.newsok.com/conservative-ideological-bills-concern-group/article/3536708

 

Cherokee freedmen in limbo as legal cases move slowly in tribal and federal courts

http://newsok.com/cherokee-freedmen-in-limbo-as-legal-cases-move-slowly-in-

tribal-and-federal-courts/article/3536706#ixzz1CcevhUqh

 

Union negotiation process important to Edmond leaders

http://newsok.com/union-negotiation-process-important-to-edmond-

leaders/article/3536234?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Egypt's opposition calls for 1 million on streets

http://newsok.com/egypts-opposition-calls-for-1-million-on-

streets/article/3536932#ixzz1CccSFo3m

 

 Treasury announces bank warrant auction

http://www.newsok.com/treasury-announces-bank-warrant-

auction/article/feed/238814

 

Despite China's might, US factories maintain edge

http://www.newsok.com/despite-chinas-might-us-factories-maintain-

edge/article/feed/238802

 

Democrats push aviation bill as jobs program

http://www.newsok.com/democrats-push-aviation-bill-as-jobs-

program/article/feed/238785

 

Govt advising Americans to eat far less salt

http://newsok.com/govt-advising-americans-to-eat-far-less-
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salt/article/feed/238772#ixzz1CcdNoAZf

 

Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals

http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1CcdaDKF2

 

Clinton: Egypt must transition to democracy

http://www.newsok.com/clinton-egypt-must-transition-to-

democracy/article/feed/238674

 

Leaders' power struggle roils 'most livable' Tulsa

http://www.newsok.com/leaders-power-struggle-roils-most-livable-

tulsa/article/3536794

 

Daley asks GOP to detail its proposed budget cuts

http://newsok.com/daley-asks-gop-to-detail-its-proposed-budget-

cuts/article/feed/238686#ixzz1CceH8Fc7

 

Political crisis in Haiti draws help from Clinton 

http://newsok.com/political-crisis-in-haiti-draws-help-from-

clinton/article/feed/238667#ixzz1CceUeYEa

 

At midterm, Obama tries can-do slogan, details TBD

http://newsok.com/at-midterm-obama-tries-can-do-slogan-details-

tbd/article/feed/238550#ixzz1CcfYy7jg

In Obama's reorganization plan, is Commerce first?

http://www.newsok.com/in-obamas-reorganization-plan-is-commerce-

first/article/feed/238564

 

In turnabout, Dems say GOP has dropped job focus 

 http://newsok.com/in-turnabout-dems-say-gop-has-dropped-job-

focus/article/feed/238563#ixzz1Ccg41S7e

 

Axelrod on way out: 'We've learned some lessons'

http://newsok.com/axelrod-on-way-out-weve-learned-some-

lessons/article/feed/238778#ixzz1CcgepwH8

 

Consumer spending up 0.7 percent in December

http://www.newsok.com/consumer-spending-up-0.7-percent-in-

december/article/feed/238815?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 
Oklahoma's O-negative blood supply is low

http://www.newsok.com/oklahomas-o-negative-blood-supply-is-low/article/3536397

 

Hunger increases in Oklahoma, especially in rural areas

http://newsok.com/hunger-increases-in-oklahoma-especially-in-rural-

areas/article/3536302#ixzz1CchUuI8x
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Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals

http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1Cci3UVUU

 

iPads aid learning at Deer Creek High School

http://newsok.com/ipads-aid-learning-at-deer-creek-high-

school/article/3536229#ixzz1CciR5F1I

  
Chesapeake strikes $1.2 billion development deal with Chinese company 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-strikes-1.2-billion-development-deal-with-chinese-

company/article/3536833#ixzz1Ccionauo

 

OKC-area housing market smaller

http://www.newsok.com/okc-area-housing-market-smaller/article/3536515

  
Flashing yellow arrow new to Norman and state

http://newsok.com/flashing-yellow-arrow-new-to-norman-and-

state/article/3536204#ixzz1CckQmfBS

 

Human remains found in backyard of Norman home

http://newsok.com/human-remains-found-in-backyard-of-norman-

home/article/3536265#ixzz1Cckdqrqp

 

Flu kills three in Oklahoma so far this season

http://newsok.com/flu-kills-three-in-oklahoma-so-far-this-

season/article/3534046#ixzz1Ccl8R8vZ

 

Oklahoma lawmakers off base in trying to oust judges 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-off-base-in-trying-to-oust-

judges/article/3536260#ixzz1Cd1wh1Qw

 

OCAST is good for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/ocast-is-good-for-oklahoma/article/3536262?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Opponents of Obamacare tussle with reform

http://newsok.com/opponents-of-obamacare-tussle-with-reform/article/3536261?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Oklahoma Board of Ed power play may backfire on board members 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-ed-power-play-may-backfire-on-board-

members/article/3536250#ixzz1Cd2heJBI

 

President's oil-gas actions would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-oil-gas-actions-would-hurt-oklahoma/article/3536254?

custom_click=headlines_widget
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Poll: Most voters against expanding alcohol sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_16_A1_CUTLIN802460

Political Notebook: Registration figures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_eitain773933

Possible school consolidation worries parents in north Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A25_CUTLIN399138

Edmondson tapped for new Justice Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_ULNSbn628373

Lobbyists spent more than $113,000 on gifts to lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A11_OKLAHO228248

Lawmaker files bill for cities to collect own sales tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A19_CUTLIN912587

Only 40 percent of Oklahomans think Republicans will do a better job than the

Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_Oklaho623287

Inhofe's new allies on ethanol issue surprising

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_CUTLIN674294

Liquor law reform to be key focus of legislative session

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A10_CUTLIN23426

Strict immigration measures retain solid support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_ULNSui244699

Oklahoma hospitals agree to assessments to gain more Medicaid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_OKLAHO730449

Council attorney says he doesn't know where controversial amendment proposal
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came from
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_11_A15_CUTLIN390587

Bartlett opposes restoring pay bumps for Tulsa firefighters

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_11_A1_CUTLIN695694

Researchers suggest alternate migration history for early humans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_13_A16_CUTLIN869435

Obama touts business innovation as economic remedy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_13_A10_WSIGOr677078

Chartered planes offer escape to U.S. citizens in Egypt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_13_A3_WSIGOA786243

'Crippling' snow storm expected Monday night

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110131_11_0_rmrhtw452862

Armed forces training center complete

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110131_12_A15_CUTLIN657423

Justice system examined in Oklahoma's top-rank for female incarcerations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110130_11_A1_CUTLIN578670

Creek council's vote aims at legal trio, including special prosecutor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110130_16_A26_OKMULG708342

Openly gay officer shares story of acceptance by TPD

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110131_11_A15_ULNSbP518209

Panel reviews school crime data

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_19_A19_Crimeo816250

Nominations for FOI awards open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_11_A24_Nomina816223

Egyptians in Oklahoma hopeful for homeland
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River plan
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subjectid=61&articleid=20110131_61_A13_ULNSna565121

Foolish harassment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110129_61_A18_Lovehe598907

Is Tulsa's safety net in jeopardy?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20110130_211_G1_Lseroa640414

Making sausage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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Guns on campus
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Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Gurich awaits ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/gurich-awaits-ruling-law/

Cole: Despite cuts, state will do better than others

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/cole-despite-cuts-state-will-do-better-than-

others-capitol/

 
Pre-Paid Legal confirms $650 million buyout

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/31/pre-paid-legal-confirms-650-million-buyout/

 

Cole: Despite cuts, state will do better than others

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/cole-despite-cuts-state-will-do-better-than-

others-capitol/

 

Local publication takes shot at criminals

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/local-publication-takes-shot-at-criminals-law/

 

Urban Financial Group sets course for growth

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/urban-financial-group-sets-course-for-growth-

finance/
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Roth: Algae-fed beef – good for you, Earth

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/roth-algae-fed-beef-%e2%80%93-good-for-you-

earth-opinion/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Member won’t resign after remark

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131145988/Member-won-t-resign-after-

remark

 

Panel formed to investigate Terrill

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-

Terrill
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Edmond's July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single-month record

http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-

record/article/3691592#ixzz20Pm6Y0M7

 

U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee

http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634

 

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Edmond, police union agree on labor contract

http://newsok.com/edmond-police-union-agree-on-labor-contract/article/3691631

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Oklahoma City's Single Again Club offers fun and friendship

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-single-again-club-offers-fun-and-

friendship/article/3691588#ixzz20PnbzbEK

 

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-

this-fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Norman City Council splits vote on businessman's request for land-use relief

http://newsok.com/norman-city-council-splits-vote-on-businessmans-request-for-

land-use-relief/article/3691597#ixzz20Po2BbG9

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://newsok.com/law-enforcers-school-officials-practice-shooter-scenarios-in-
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Fashion show will benefit international women's business program

http://newsok.com/fashion-show-will-benefit-international-womens-business-

program/article/3691552#ixzz20PoZCTiB

 

Official Oklahoma City Thunder basketball licensing a slam dunk for cookie basket

company

http://newsok.com/official-oklahoma-city-thunder-basketball-licensing-a-slam-dunk-

for-cookie-basket-company/article/3691615#ixzz20PotJhXo

 

More charges filed against former Oklahoma insurance agent

http://newsok.com/more-charges-filed-against-former-oklahoma-insurance-

agent/article/3691621#ixzz20Pp3HOxY

 

Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids migrate and

pose a threat to drinking water?

http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-

fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653#ixzz20PpFygib

 

Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale

http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-

lease-sale/article/3691652#ixzz20PpdABLz

 

Norman-area families can get free school supplies

http://newsok.com/norman-area-families-can-get-free-school-

supplies/article/3691591

 

Let's tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical examiner's office

http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-

examiners-office/article/3691572#ixzz20PqHJrji
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880

 

Former Oklahoma County DA to lead Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A8_CUTLIN783715

 

State secures more doses of key execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
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GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703

 

New trash cart delivery starts Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120712_16_A1_CUTLIN677719

 

Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069

 

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property

code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

4-year-old thrown 50 feet from vehicle in LeFlore County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120712_298_0_Ayearo790405

 

Lawton man bound over for trial in boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_LAWTON430912

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_NORMAN899441

 

Midwest City teen gets life sentence for stepbrother's death during robbery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_OKLAHO219443

 

Yukon Public Schools board members could face criminal charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_YUKONA686966

 

Oklahoma City dentist pleads guilty to fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_0_OKLAHO253999

 

Owasso police officer 'doesn't regret' use of elbow during arrest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=325&articleid=20120712_12_A11_OWASSO565829

 

Honors await men who pulled victim out of fiery Okmulgee County crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_12_A13_Lawenf228722

 

Man accused of ramming car in drunken road rage incident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_450_0_Anaccu337089

 

Retired local Tulsa detectives lead new model for solving cold cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A1_CUTLIN792193

 

American Airlines' new offer weighed by TWU members

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249

 

New city water additive can kill aquarium fish if not neutralized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_Anewch383075

 

School expert speaks at chamber forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120712_19_A8_Reduci360507

 

Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

Federal internship program helps wounded veterans find work, transition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A13_Inanef220751

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

Editorial: Violent sex crimes remain problem for U.S. military

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Arasho204638

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-

in-land-lease-lawsuit-energy/

 

Unit to buy Noble assets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/

 

CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-

news/

 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-

codes-real-estate/

 

Outlet Shoppes owners take county to court over property tax assessment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/outlet-shoppes-owners-take-county-to-court-

over-property-tax-assessment/

 

Officials: Group’s move to stop reconditioning, recertifying helmets will cost school

districts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/officials-groups-move-to-stop-reconditioning-

recertifying-helmets-will-cost-school-districts-general-news/.

 

Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-

drought-general-news/

 

Will Rogers World Airport passenger traffic increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/will-rogers-world-airport-passenger-traffic-

increases-aerospace/

 

Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary
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http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

39461

http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 12, 2012
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:43:10 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Edmond's July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single-month record

http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-

record/article/3691592#ixzz20Pm6Y0M7

 

U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee

http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634

 

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Edmond, police union agree on labor contract

http://newsok.com/edmond-police-union-agree-on-labor-contract/article/3691631

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Oklahoma City's Single Again Club offers fun and friendship

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-single-again-club-offers-fun-and-

friendship/article/3691588#ixzz20PnbzbEK

 

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-

this-fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Norman City Council splits vote on businessman's request for land-use relief

http://newsok.com/norman-city-council-splits-vote-on-businessmans-request-for-

land-use-relief/article/3691597#ixzz20Po2BbG9

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://newsok.com/law-enforcers-school-officials-practice-shooter-scenarios-in-
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norman/article/3691585#ixzz20PoDZUcn

 

Fashion show will benefit international women's business program

http://newsok.com/fashion-show-will-benefit-international-womens-business-

program/article/3691552#ixzz20PoZCTiB

 

Official Oklahoma City Thunder basketball licensing a slam dunk for cookie basket

company

http://newsok.com/official-oklahoma-city-thunder-basketball-licensing-a-slam-dunk-

for-cookie-basket-company/article/3691615#ixzz20PotJhXo

 

More charges filed against former Oklahoma insurance agent

http://newsok.com/more-charges-filed-against-former-oklahoma-insurance-

agent/article/3691621#ixzz20Pp3HOxY

 

Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids migrate and

pose a threat to drinking water?

http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-

fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653#ixzz20PpFygib

 

Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale

http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-

lease-sale/article/3691652#ixzz20PpdABLz

 

Norman-area families can get free school supplies

http://newsok.com/norman-area-families-can-get-free-school-

supplies/article/3691591

 

Let's tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical examiner's office

http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-

examiners-office/article/3691572#ixzz20PqHJrji
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880

 

Former Oklahoma County DA to lead Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A8_CUTLIN783715

 

State secures more doses of key execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
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GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703

 

New trash cart delivery starts Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120712_16_A1_CUTLIN677719

 

Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069

 

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property

code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

4-year-old thrown 50 feet from vehicle in LeFlore County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120712_298_0_Ayearo790405

 

Lawton man bound over for trial in boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_LAWTON430912

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_NORMAN899441

 

Midwest City teen gets life sentence for stepbrother's death during robbery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_OKLAHO219443

 

Yukon Public Schools board members could face criminal charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_YUKONA686966

 

Oklahoma City dentist pleads guilty to fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_0_OKLAHO253999

 

Owasso police officer 'doesn't regret' use of elbow during arrest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=325&articleid=20120712_12_A11_OWASSO565829

 

Honors await men who pulled victim out of fiery Okmulgee County crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_12_A13_Lawenf228722

 

Man accused of ramming car in drunken road rage incident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_450_0_Anaccu337089

 

Retired local Tulsa detectives lead new model for solving cold cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A1_CUTLIN792193

 

American Airlines' new offer weighed by TWU members

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249

 

New city water additive can kill aquarium fish if not neutralized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_Anewch383075

 

School expert speaks at chamber forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120712_19_A8_Reduci360507

 

Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

Federal internship program helps wounded veterans find work, transition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A13_Inanef220751

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

39465

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=325&articleid=20120712_12_A11_OWASSO565829
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_12_A13_Lawenf228722
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_12_A13_Lawenf228722
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_450_0_Anaccu337089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_450_0_Anaccu337089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A1_CUTLIN792193
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A1_CUTLIN792193
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_Anewch383075
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_Anewch383075
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120712_19_A8_Reduci360507
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120712_19_A8_Reduci360507
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A13_Inanef220751
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A13_Inanef220751
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926


subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

Editorial: Violent sex crimes remain problem for U.S. military

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Arasho204638

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-

in-land-lease-lawsuit-energy/

 

Unit to buy Noble assets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/

 

CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-

news/

 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-

codes-real-estate/

 

Outlet Shoppes owners take county to court over property tax assessment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/outlet-shoppes-owners-take-county-to-court-

over-property-tax-assessment/

 

Officials: Group’s move to stop reconditioning, recertifying helmets will cost school

districts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/officials-groups-move-to-stop-reconditioning-

recertifying-helmets-will-cost-school-districts-general-news/.

 

Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-

drought-general-news/

 

Will Rogers World Airport passenger traffic increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/will-rogers-world-airport-passenger-traffic-

increases-aerospace/

 

Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary
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http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 20, 2012
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:17:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

DHS commissioners delay vote on possible closure of Pauls Valley center 

http://newsok.com/dhs-commissioners-delay-vote-on-possible-closure-of-pauls-

valley-center/article/3693874#ixzz21AdizFqC

Oklahoma's credit ratings good, but could be better 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-credit-ratings-good-but-could-be-

better/article/3693787#ixzz21AgRENVS

Oklahoma City swimming pool company in deep trouble with state Tax Commission 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-swimming-pool-company-in-deep-trouble-with-

state-tax-commission/article/3693856#ixzz21AbDF2Ar

Oklahoma City seeks proposals to redevelop old city jail 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-proposals-to-redevelop-old-city-

jail/article/3693814#ixzz21AbQvOev

Man arrested on DUI complaint in Oklahoma City after daughter says he's passed out

in vehicle 

http://newsok.com/man-arrested-on-dui-complaint-in-oklahoma-city-after-daughter-

says-hes-passed-out-in-vehicle/article/3693811#ixzz21Abbpwlx

Boy dies after being pulled from Arcadia Lake 

http://newsok.com/boy-dies-after-being-pulled-from-arcadia-

lake/article/3693875#ixzz21AbjAAEk

Driving alone vs. carpool? Oklahomans prefer isolation

http://newsok.com/driving-alone-vs.-carpool-oklahomans-prefer-

isolation/article/3693705?custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

Brutally hot temperatures in Oklahoma Friday

http://newsok.com/brutally-hot-temperatures-in-oklahoma-friday/article/3693992?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

Man pleads guilty in Ardmore teen's stabbing death

http://newsok.com/man-pleads-guilty-in-ardmore-teens-stabbing-

death/article/3693993#ixzz21AcQ66Xi

At least 12 people killed at Colorado Batman showing 

http://newsok.com/at-least-12-people-killed-at-colorado-batman-

showing/article/3693994#ixzz21Ad1RcEQ
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In Florida, Obama trades criticisms with Romney over Medicare 

http://newsok.com/in-florida-obama-trades-criticisms-with-romney-over-

medicare/article/3693976#ixzz21AdBVTbu

Oklahoma County commissioners order burn ban

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-commissioners-order-burn-ban/article/3693716

Oklahoma legal leaders urge Sens. Tom Coburn and Jim Inhofe to seek vote on

state's judicial nominee 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legal-leaders-urge-sens.-tom-coburn-and-jim-inhofe-

to-seek-vote-on-states-judicial-nominee/article/3693850#ixzz21AdVHmkg

Law requiring ‘plain language' is off to a spotty start 

http://newsok.com/law-requiring-plain-language-is-off-to-a-spotty-

start/article/3693975#ixzz21AdcaVPe

Oklahoma cattle thefts drop 13 percent compared with 2011, officials say 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cattle-thefts-drop-13-percent-compared-with-2011-

officials-say/article/3693857#ixzz21AdpfZA2

Neb. reports 1st human West Nile case of season 

http://newsok.com/neb.-reports-1st-human-west-nile-case-of-

season/article/feed/406285#ixzz21AeHBAaV

Frist calls for state health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/frist-calls-for-state-health-insurance-

exchanges/article/feed/406258

CDC: Whooping cough rising at alarming rate in US 

http://newsok.com/cdc-whooping-cough-rising-at-alarming-rate-in-

us/article/feed/405909#ixzz21Aee1ZWP

Aggressive marketing, risky loans leave private student loan borrowers buried in debt

http://newsok.com/aggressive-marketing-risky-loans-leave-private-student-loan-

borrowers-buried-in-debt/article/3693876#ixzz21AeyaGU4

Oklahoma City-based program helps Afghan, Rwandan women build business skills 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-program-helps-afghan-rwandan-women-

build-business-skills/article/3693851#ixzz21AfBN6ur

Lower prices slice profits for oil, gas companies 

http://newsok.com/lower-prices-slice-profits-for-oil-gas-

companies/article/3693972#ixzz21AfN6vHo

Treasurys slip as 10-yr TIPS yield hits record low 

http://newsok.com/treasurys-slip-as-10-yr-tips-yield-hits-record-
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low/article/3693969#ixzz21AfUOGVO

Mortgages rates hit new lows

http://newsok.com/mortgages-rates-hit-new-lows/article/3693862

Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission votes against closing Lake Murray State Park

Airport 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-aeronautics-commission-votes-against-closing-lake-

murray-state-park-airport/article/3693864#ixzz21Afof7pU

Oklahoma City energy industry forum focuses on young leaders 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-energy-industry-forum-focuses-on-young-

leaders/article/3693861#ixzz21AfvFQOH

OCAST awards $745,000 to three nanotechnology research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-745000-to-three-nanotechnology-research-

projects/article/3693858#ixzz21Ag3Xdfs

US stocks slide as crisis in Europe deepens 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-slide-as-crisis-in-europe-

deepens/article/feed/406330#ixzz21AgDc8QE

In Cherokee freedmen case, two like-minded groups clash over tribal sovereignty 

http://newsok.com/in-cherokee-freedmen-case-two-like-minded-groups-clash-over-

tribal-sovereignty/article/3693785#ixzz21AgJIuZy

Chicken/egg question is key in advancing CNG

http://newsok.com/chickenegg-question-is-key-in-advancing-cng/article/3693786

Full compliance with Indian Child Welfare Act, not its dismantling, is needed 

http://newsok.com/full-compliance-with-indian-child-welfare-act-not-its-dismantling-

is-needed/article/3693790#ixzz21AgjDiVE

Proposed USDA rule provides hope for puppy mill dogs 

http://newsok.com/proposed-usda-rule-provides-hope-for-puppy-mill-

dogs/article/3693789#ixzz21AgssJy8
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin fills two vacancies on Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=504&articleid=20120720_504_A11_OKLAHO900971

 

Agriculture secretary urged to halt funding of OKC youth livestock show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A9_CUTLIN686232

 

Tulsa Police Chief Chuck Jordan gives report on gang violence to city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120720_16_A1_CUTLIN889620

 

Obama, Romney tangle on health care, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120720_688_0_hrimgs265092

 

Fireworks stand threat wasn't discrimination, Tulsa councilors told

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN373564

 

City pension systems to get committee review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN676410

 

Cherokee leaders meet with President Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A11_Cherok70302

 

House passes defense spending bill, bars deal with Russian arms firm

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN538512

 

Congressional leaders dismiss idea of Congress releasing tax returns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN803564

 

Legal community leaders ask Senators to bypass appeals court confirmation logjam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A11_CUTLIN521855

 

Western tribes call for federal action to curb climate change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A4_WASHIN131424

 

New DNA evidence means freedom for man who served 16 years in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN46101

 

3 arrested in fatal shootings of 2 at a Tulsa Best Buy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN985454

 

Schools shocked by more cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

39472

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A9_CUTLIN686232
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120720_16_A1_CUTLIN889620
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120720_16_A1_CUTLIN889620
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120720_688_0_hrimgs265092
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120720_688_0_hrimgs265092
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN373564
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN373564
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN676410
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN676410
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A11_Cherok70302
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A11_Cherok70302
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN538512
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN538512
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN803564
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN803564
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A11_CUTLIN521855
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A11_CUTLIN521855
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A4_WASHIN131424
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A4_WASHIN131424
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN46101
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN46101
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN985454
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN985454
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120720_19_A1_School677528


subjectid=19&articleid=20120720_19_A1_School677528

 

Tulsa project to house homeless ranked 2nd in nation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN809686

 

Judge won't modify restitution in Skiatook schools bribery case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A9_CUTLIN980339

 

2 Tulsa police corruption-related cases change hands

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN74067

 

Armed suspect who was shot by police also shot himself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A4_CUTLIN663339

 

Immigrant students share uniquely American Christian experience  -  Vacation Bible

School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120720_18_A11_CUTLIN153208

 

Killer wants new trial, death sentences tossed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN926111

 

Ex-foster parent pleads guilty to molesting three girls

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A12_CUTLIN243927

 

Editorial: Gov. Fallin should support online sales-tax act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Atleas246237

 

Editorial: Congress' game of 'chicken' hurtful to entire country

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Oklaho156133
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Minter file sent to Rogers County DA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/minter-file-sent-to-rogers-county-da/

 

Corporation Commission OKs ONG tariff settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/corporation-commission-oks-ong-tariff-
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settlement-energy/

 

Choking crude oil theft: Next generation of well monitoring uses real-time technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/choking-crude-oil-theft-next-generation-of-well-

monitoring-uses-real-time-technology-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces two retirement plan lawsuits

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/chesapeake-faces-two-retirement-plan-lawsuits-

energy/

 

Communities mull alternative water resources

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/communities-mull-alternative-water-resources-

genera-news/

 

Employment up at Port of Catoosa as construction booms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/employment-up-at-port-of-catoosa-as-

construction-booms-general-news/

 

OKC officials: Sheridan-Walker office space sale to close old debt

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/officials-sheridan-walker-sale-to-close-old-debt-

real-estate/

 

GOP candidates spar over gun charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/gop-candidates-spar-over-gun-charges-capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: A letter to House Speaker Kris Steele

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/fourth-reading-a-letter-to-house-speaker-kris-

steele-opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Echoes of others

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/free-market-friday-echoes-of-others-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
GI largely barred from discussing WikiLeaks harm

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 20, 2012
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:17:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

DHS commissioners delay vote on possible closure of Pauls Valley center 

http://newsok.com/dhs-commissioners-delay-vote-on-possible-closure-of-pauls-

valley-center/article/3693874#ixzz21AdizFqC

Oklahoma's credit ratings good, but could be better 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-credit-ratings-good-but-could-be-

better/article/3693787#ixzz21AgRENVS

Oklahoma City swimming pool company in deep trouble with state Tax Commission 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-swimming-pool-company-in-deep-trouble-with-

state-tax-commission/article/3693856#ixzz21AbDF2Ar

Oklahoma City seeks proposals to redevelop old city jail 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-proposals-to-redevelop-old-city-

jail/article/3693814#ixzz21AbQvOev

Man arrested on DUI complaint in Oklahoma City after daughter says he's passed out

in vehicle 

http://newsok.com/man-arrested-on-dui-complaint-in-oklahoma-city-after-daughter-

says-hes-passed-out-in-vehicle/article/3693811#ixzz21Abbpwlx

Boy dies after being pulled from Arcadia Lake 

http://newsok.com/boy-dies-after-being-pulled-from-arcadia-

lake/article/3693875#ixzz21AbjAAEk

Driving alone vs. carpool? Oklahomans prefer isolation

http://newsok.com/driving-alone-vs.-carpool-oklahomans-prefer-

isolation/article/3693705?custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

Brutally hot temperatures in Oklahoma Friday

http://newsok.com/brutally-hot-temperatures-in-oklahoma-friday/article/3693992?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

Man pleads guilty in Ardmore teen's stabbing death

http://newsok.com/man-pleads-guilty-in-ardmore-teens-stabbing-

death/article/3693993#ixzz21AcQ66Xi

At least 12 people killed at Colorado Batman showing 

http://newsok.com/at-least-12-people-killed-at-colorado-batman-

showing/article/3693994#ixzz21Ad1RcEQ
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In Florida, Obama trades criticisms with Romney over Medicare 

http://newsok.com/in-florida-obama-trades-criticisms-with-romney-over-

medicare/article/3693976#ixzz21AdBVTbu

Oklahoma County commissioners order burn ban

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-commissioners-order-burn-ban/article/3693716

Oklahoma legal leaders urge Sens. Tom Coburn and Jim Inhofe to seek vote on

state's judicial nominee 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legal-leaders-urge-sens.-tom-coburn-and-jim-inhofe-

to-seek-vote-on-states-judicial-nominee/article/3693850#ixzz21AdVHmkg

Law requiring ‘plain language' is off to a spotty start 

http://newsok.com/law-requiring-plain-language-is-off-to-a-spotty-

start/article/3693975#ixzz21AdcaVPe

Oklahoma cattle thefts drop 13 percent compared with 2011, officials say 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cattle-thefts-drop-13-percent-compared-with-2011-

officials-say/article/3693857#ixzz21AdpfZA2

Neb. reports 1st human West Nile case of season 

http://newsok.com/neb.-reports-1st-human-west-nile-case-of-

season/article/feed/406285#ixzz21AeHBAaV

Frist calls for state health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/frist-calls-for-state-health-insurance-

exchanges/article/feed/406258

CDC: Whooping cough rising at alarming rate in US 

http://newsok.com/cdc-whooping-cough-rising-at-alarming-rate-in-

us/article/feed/405909#ixzz21Aee1ZWP

Aggressive marketing, risky loans leave private student loan borrowers buried in debt

http://newsok.com/aggressive-marketing-risky-loans-leave-private-student-loan-

borrowers-buried-in-debt/article/3693876#ixzz21AeyaGU4

Oklahoma City-based program helps Afghan, Rwandan women build business skills 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-program-helps-afghan-rwandan-women-

build-business-skills/article/3693851#ixzz21AfBN6ur

Lower prices slice profits for oil, gas companies 

http://newsok.com/lower-prices-slice-profits-for-oil-gas-

companies/article/3693972#ixzz21AfN6vHo

Treasurys slip as 10-yr TIPS yield hits record low 

http://newsok.com/treasurys-slip-as-10-yr-tips-yield-hits-record-
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low/article/3693969#ixzz21AfUOGVO

Mortgages rates hit new lows

http://newsok.com/mortgages-rates-hit-new-lows/article/3693862

Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission votes against closing Lake Murray State Park

Airport 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-aeronautics-commission-votes-against-closing-lake-

murray-state-park-airport/article/3693864#ixzz21Afof7pU

Oklahoma City energy industry forum focuses on young leaders 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-energy-industry-forum-focuses-on-young-

leaders/article/3693861#ixzz21AfvFQOH

OCAST awards $745,000 to three nanotechnology research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-745000-to-three-nanotechnology-research-

projects/article/3693858#ixzz21Ag3Xdfs

US stocks slide as crisis in Europe deepens 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-slide-as-crisis-in-europe-

deepens/article/feed/406330#ixzz21AgDc8QE

In Cherokee freedmen case, two like-minded groups clash over tribal sovereignty 

http://newsok.com/in-cherokee-freedmen-case-two-like-minded-groups-clash-over-

tribal-sovereignty/article/3693785#ixzz21AgJIuZy

Chicken/egg question is key in advancing CNG

http://newsok.com/chickenegg-question-is-key-in-advancing-cng/article/3693786

Full compliance with Indian Child Welfare Act, not its dismantling, is needed 

http://newsok.com/full-compliance-with-indian-child-welfare-act-not-its-dismantling-

is-needed/article/3693790#ixzz21AgjDiVE

Proposed USDA rule provides hope for puppy mill dogs 

http://newsok.com/proposed-usda-rule-provides-hope-for-puppy-mill-

dogs/article/3693789#ixzz21AgssJy8
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin fills two vacancies on Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=504&articleid=20120720_504_A11_OKLAHO900971

 

Agriculture secretary urged to halt funding of OKC youth livestock show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A9_CUTLIN686232

 

Tulsa Police Chief Chuck Jordan gives report on gang violence to city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120720_16_A1_CUTLIN889620

 

Obama, Romney tangle on health care, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120720_688_0_hrimgs265092

 

Fireworks stand threat wasn't discrimination, Tulsa councilors told

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN373564

 

City pension systems to get committee review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN676410

 

Cherokee leaders meet with President Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A11_Cherok70302

 

House passes defense spending bill, bars deal with Russian arms firm

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN538512

 

Congressional leaders dismiss idea of Congress releasing tax returns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN803564

 

Legal community leaders ask Senators to bypass appeals court confirmation logjam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A11_CUTLIN521855

 

Western tribes call for federal action to curb climate change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A4_WASHIN131424

 

New DNA evidence means freedom for man who served 16 years in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN46101

 

3 arrested in fatal shootings of 2 at a Tulsa Best Buy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN985454

 

Schools shocked by more cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Tulsa project to house homeless ranked 2nd in nation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN809686

 

Judge won't modify restitution in Skiatook schools bribery case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A9_CUTLIN980339

 

2 Tulsa police corruption-related cases change hands

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN74067

 

Armed suspect who was shot by police also shot himself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A4_CUTLIN663339

 

Immigrant students share uniquely American Christian experience  -  Vacation Bible

School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120720_18_A11_CUTLIN153208

 

Killer wants new trial, death sentences tossed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN926111

 

Ex-foster parent pleads guilty to molesting three girls

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A12_CUTLIN243927

 

Editorial: Gov. Fallin should support online sales-tax act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Atleas246237

 

Editorial: Congress' game of 'chicken' hurtful to entire country

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Oklaho156133
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Minter file sent to Rogers County DA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/minter-file-sent-to-rogers-county-da/

 

Corporation Commission OKs ONG tariff settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/corporation-commission-oks-ong-tariff-
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settlement-energy/

 

Choking crude oil theft: Next generation of well monitoring uses real-time technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/choking-crude-oil-theft-next-generation-of-well-

monitoring-uses-real-time-technology-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces two retirement plan lawsuits

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/chesapeake-faces-two-retirement-plan-lawsuits-

energy/

 

Communities mull alternative water resources

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/communities-mull-alternative-water-resources-

genera-news/

 

Employment up at Port of Catoosa as construction booms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/employment-up-at-port-of-catoosa-as-

construction-booms-general-news/

 

OKC officials: Sheridan-Walker office space sale to close old debt

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/officials-sheridan-walker-sale-to-close-old-debt-

real-estate/

 

GOP candidates spar over gun charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/gop-candidates-spar-over-gun-charges-capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: A letter to House Speaker Kris Steele

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/fourth-reading-a-letter-to-house-speaker-kris-

steele-opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Echoes of others

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/free-market-friday-echoes-of-others-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
GI largely barred from discussing WikiLeaks harm

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

39484

http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 31, 2012
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:25:57 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma's drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-

emergency/article/3696825#ixzz22CtOwo1E

 

Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern plains

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-

southern-plains/article/3696978#ixzz22CtXXNyp

 

Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-

audit-reports/article/3696794#ixzz22Cu2JlxA

 

Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court 

http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-

court/article/3696786#ixzz22CuAFWIZ

 

Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoman to appeals court

post 

http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-

oklahoman-to-appeals-court-post/article/3696782#ixzz22CuOnrXS

 

Skimming allegations lead to FFA changes at Yukon Public Schools 

http://newsok.com/skimming-allegations-lead-to-ffa-changes-at-yukon-public-

schools/article/3696805#ixzz22CuhEmsB

 

Elk City parents want to raise awareness of whooping cough 

http://newsok.com/elk-city-parents-want-to-raise-awareness-of-whooping-

cough/article/3696829#ixzz22CwCKsvw

 

Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation wins two grants from National Institutes of

Health 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-medical-research-foundation-wins-two-grants-from-

national-institutes-of-health/article/3696793#ixzz22CwLAn3Q

 

ACLU wants to know how license plate data is used 

http://newsok.com/aclu-wants-to-know-how-license-plate-data-is-

used/article/feed/411422#ixzz22CwqkwSN

 

Natural gas price increases

http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823
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Amid heat wave, Oklahoma electric utilities ready for higher demand 

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-

demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ

 

Retailers hope back-to-college buying spurs big ticket purchases 

http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-

purchases/article/3696822#ixzz22CxDsBnz

 

Oklahoma legislators monitor downtown Oklahoma City boulevard debate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-monitor-downtown-oklahoma-city-

boulevard-debate/article/3696821#ixzz22CxVrsMW

 

Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern urban

planning 

http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-

design-modern-urban-planning/article/3696824#ixzz22CxnRJzI

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded 

http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-

unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22CyNxMxT

 

Ordeal at Penn State sparks call for vigilance 

http://newsok.com/ordeal-at-penn-state-sparks-call-for-

vigilance/article/3696763#ixzz22CyVA5YL

 

Investors more bullish on Oklahoma's oil, gas clime

http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-

clime/article/3696762#ixzz22Cyb9dGo

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State malpractice judgments at 10-year low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018

 

Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327

 

Sens. Inhofe, Coburn sidestep vote on OKC magistrate for vacant appeals court
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position

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A5_WASHIN221017

 

Tulsans face possible water rationing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445

 

Group requests personhood appeal from U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Clrdae519381

 

Greenwood plan meeting set for today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A14_Anomto78460

 

Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396

 

At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945

 

2 people hurt when meth lab explodes at Oklahoma lake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_EMNuhr870644

 

Two Grand Lake boat crash victims still hospitalized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A9_JAYThe714778

 

Skiatook fire chief resigns citing 'toxic environment'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A14_CUTLIN451524

 

Officials investigating inmate's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A12_McALES94766

 

Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712

 

Keetoowah Cherokee Casino to stay open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TAHLEQ269772
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Friends of the Helmerich Library to withdraw support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TeFins8243

 

Tulsa minister shot at home in possible targeted attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_450_0_Thepas737218

 

Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police conference offers education, networking

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A9_CUTLIN302486

 

Wildfires reach homes near Stillwater

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A5_CUTLIN642860

 

Highway patrol to target seat belt violations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_11_A11_Motori407084

 

City injury problem must be addressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Thecit834741

 

Cautionary tale

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Some Olympians want marketing rules changed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/some-olympians-want-marketing-rules-changed-

general-news/

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-

real-estate/

 

Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-

farmland-values-real-estate/

 

Hot weather outlook again boosts natural gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hot-weather-outlook-again-boosts-natural-gas-

energy/
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AG reports Medicaid fraud cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/

 

Minn. settles lawsuit over hospital debt collections

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/minn-settles-lawsuit-over-hospital-debt-

collections-law/

 

State senator faces uphill marijuana battle

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-

capitol/

 

Cancer treatment center in Owasso raided by FDA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/cancer-treatment-center-in-owasso-raided-by-

fda-health-care/

 

Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-

court-ruling-law/

 

Officials praise approval of DHS Pinnacle Plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/officials-praise-approval-of-dhs-pinnacle-plan-

capitol/

 

State gets poor marks for disclosure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/

 

Democratic report blasts for-profit colleges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-

capitol/

 

Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-

republicans-capitol/

 

ODVA director Spear to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/odva-director-spear-to-retire-capitol/

 

OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/

 

HSBC says sorry as it takes $700 million hit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hsbc-says-sorry-as-it-takes-700-million-hit-

finance/

 

Stock indexes drift lower, ending a two-day rally

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/stock-indexes-drift-lower-ending-a-two-day-

rally-finance/
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Hopes spur the markets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hopes-spur-the-markets-finance/

 

Dow blows past 13,000 on hope for action in Europe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-

europe-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Grass fire leads to evacuation

 

City told to remove gun range near airport

 

Security planned at courthouse

 

Tribe has contingency plan if casino closes

 

Foresters warn of wildfire dangers

 

Senator faces uphill marijuana battle

 

TransCanada gets go ahead
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758096/Tribe-has-contingency-plan-if-casino-closes
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164081/Foresters-warn-of-wildfire-dangers
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164085/Senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x614300260/TransCanada-gets-go-ahead
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/


http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 31, 2012
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:25:56 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma's drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-

emergency/article/3696825#ixzz22CtOwo1E

 

Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern plains

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-

southern-plains/article/3696978#ixzz22CtXXNyp

 

Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-

audit-reports/article/3696794#ixzz22Cu2JlxA

 

Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court 

http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-

court/article/3696786#ixzz22CuAFWIZ

 

Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoman to appeals court

post 

http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-

oklahoman-to-appeals-court-post/article/3696782#ixzz22CuOnrXS

 

Skimming allegations lead to FFA changes at Yukon Public Schools 

http://newsok.com/skimming-allegations-lead-to-ffa-changes-at-yukon-public-

schools/article/3696805#ixzz22CuhEmsB

 

Elk City parents want to raise awareness of whooping cough 

http://newsok.com/elk-city-parents-want-to-raise-awareness-of-whooping-

cough/article/3696829#ixzz22CwCKsvw

 

Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation wins two grants from National Institutes of

Health 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-medical-research-foundation-wins-two-grants-from-

national-institutes-of-health/article/3696793#ixzz22CwLAn3Q

 

ACLU wants to know how license plate data is used 

http://newsok.com/aclu-wants-to-know-how-license-plate-data-is-

used/article/feed/411422#ixzz22CwqkwSN

 

Natural gas price increases

http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823
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Amid heat wave, Oklahoma electric utilities ready for higher demand 

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-

demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ

 

Retailers hope back-to-college buying spurs big ticket purchases 

http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-

purchases/article/3696822#ixzz22CxDsBnz

 

Oklahoma legislators monitor downtown Oklahoma City boulevard debate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-monitor-downtown-oklahoma-city-

boulevard-debate/article/3696821#ixzz22CxVrsMW

 

Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern urban

planning 

http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-

design-modern-urban-planning/article/3696824#ixzz22CxnRJzI

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded 

http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-

unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22CyNxMxT

 

Ordeal at Penn State sparks call for vigilance 

http://newsok.com/ordeal-at-penn-state-sparks-call-for-

vigilance/article/3696763#ixzz22CyVA5YL

 

Investors more bullish on Oklahoma's oil, gas clime

http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-

clime/article/3696762#ixzz22Cyb9dGo

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State malpractice judgments at 10-year low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018

 

Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327

 

Sens. Inhofe, Coburn sidestep vote on OKC magistrate for vacant appeals court

39493

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ
http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-purchases/article/3696822#ixzz22CxDsBnz
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-purchases/article/3696822#ixzz22CxDsBnz
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-monitor-downtown-oklahoma-city-boulevard-debate/article/3696821#ixzz22CxVrsMW
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-monitor-downtown-oklahoma-city-boulevard-debate/article/3696821#ixzz22CxVrsMW
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-modern-urban-planning/article/3696824#ixzz22CxnRJzI
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-modern-urban-planning/article/3696824#ixzz22CxnRJzI
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22CyNxMxT
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22CyNxMxT
http://newsok.com/ordeal-at-penn-state-sparks-call-for-vigilance/article/3696763#ixzz22CyVA5YL
http://newsok.com/ordeal-at-penn-state-sparks-call-for-vigilance/article/3696763#ixzz22CyVA5YL
http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-clime/article/3696762#ixzz22Cyb9dGo
http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-clime/article/3696762#ixzz22Cyb9dGo
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327


position

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A5_WASHIN221017

 

Tulsans face possible water rationing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445

 

Group requests personhood appeal from U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Clrdae519381

 

Greenwood plan meeting set for today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A14_Anomto78460

 

Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396

 

At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945

 

2 people hurt when meth lab explodes at Oklahoma lake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_EMNuhr870644

 

Two Grand Lake boat crash victims still hospitalized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A9_JAYThe714778

 

Skiatook fire chief resigns citing 'toxic environment'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A14_CUTLIN451524

 

Officials investigating inmate's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A12_McALES94766

 

Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712

 

Keetoowah Cherokee Casino to stay open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TAHLEQ269772
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Friends of the Helmerich Library to withdraw support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TeFins8243

 

Tulsa minister shot at home in possible targeted attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_450_0_Thepas737218

 

Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police conference offers education, networking

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A9_CUTLIN302486

 

Wildfires reach homes near Stillwater

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A5_CUTLIN642860

 

Highway patrol to target seat belt violations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_11_A11_Motori407084

 

City injury problem must be addressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Thecit834741

 

Cautionary tale

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Some Olympians want marketing rules changed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/some-olympians-want-marketing-rules-changed-

general-news/

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-

real-estate/

 

Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-

farmland-values-real-estate/

 

Hot weather outlook again boosts natural gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hot-weather-outlook-again-boosts-natural-gas-

energy/
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AG reports Medicaid fraud cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/

 

Minn. settles lawsuit over hospital debt collections

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/minn-settles-lawsuit-over-hospital-debt-

collections-law/

 

State senator faces uphill marijuana battle

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-

capitol/

 

Cancer treatment center in Owasso raided by FDA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/cancer-treatment-center-in-owasso-raided-by-

fda-health-care/

 

Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-

court-ruling-law/

 

Officials praise approval of DHS Pinnacle Plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/officials-praise-approval-of-dhs-pinnacle-plan-

capitol/

 

State gets poor marks for disclosure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/

 

Democratic report blasts for-profit colleges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-

capitol/

 

Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-

republicans-capitol/

 

ODVA director Spear to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/odva-director-spear-to-retire-capitol/

 

OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/

 

HSBC says sorry as it takes $700 million hit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hsbc-says-sorry-as-it-takes-700-million-hit-

finance/

 

Stock indexes drift lower, ending a two-day rally

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/stock-indexes-drift-lower-ending-a-two-day-

rally-finance/

39496

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/minn-settles-lawsuit-over-hospital-debt-collections-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/minn-settles-lawsuit-over-hospital-debt-collections-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/cancer-treatment-center-in-owasso-raided-by-fda-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/cancer-treatment-center-in-owasso-raided-by-fda-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/officials-praise-approval-of-dhs-pinnacle-plan-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/officials-praise-approval-of-dhs-pinnacle-plan-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/odva-director-spear-to-retire-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hsbc-says-sorry-as-it-takes-700-million-hit-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hsbc-says-sorry-as-it-takes-700-million-hit-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/stock-indexes-drift-lower-ending-a-two-day-rally-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/stock-indexes-drift-lower-ending-a-two-day-rally-finance/


 

Hopes spur the markets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hopes-spur-the-markets-finance/

 

Dow blows past 13,000 on hope for action in Europe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-

europe-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Grass fire leads to evacuation

 

City told to remove gun range near airport

 

Security planned at courthouse

 

Tribe has contingency plan if casino closes

 

Foresters warn of wildfire dangers

 

Senator faces uphill marijuana battle

 

TransCanada gets go ahead
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758090/Security-planned-at-courthouse
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758096/Tribe-has-contingency-plan-if-casino-closes
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164081/Foresters-warn-of-wildfire-dangers
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164085/Senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x614300260/TransCanada-gets-go-ahead
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/


http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 6, 2012
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:34:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-

production/article/3689888#ixzz1zqtBLGRE

 

Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London

http://newsok.com/governor-will-lead-trade-delegation-to-air-show-near-

london/article/3690072#ixzz1zqtIOW1F

 

Tobacco ban takes effect this week at University of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-

oklahoma/article/3689972#ixzz1zqtWM1Iz

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zqtdfSlt

 

Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics

Commission 

http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-

aeronautics-commission/article/3690005#ixzz1zqtkH357

 

Bethany, OK, police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case 

 http://newsok.com/bethany-ok-police-make-arrest-in-carina-saunders-slaying-

case/article/3689969#ixzz1zqu0wRdl

 

Continental Resources program helps make relocation to Oklahoma City smooth 

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-program-helps-make-relocation-to-

oklahoma-city-smooth/article/3690009#ixzz1zquA5nyz

 

Oklahoma City basked in exposure, cash during Thunder's NBA Finals run 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-basked-in-exposure-cash-during-thunders-nba-

finals-run/article/3690025#ixzz1zquKj0mH

 

Oklahoma researchers develop way to detect surgically implanted bombs 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-researchers-develop-way-to-detect-surgically-

implanted-bombs/article/3689975#ixzz1zqufHJiX

 

US employers add 80,000 jobs as economy struggles 

http://newsok.com/us-employers-add-80000-jobs-as-economy-

struggles/article/feed/401162#ixzz1zqunnh1m
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US stocks drop after weak June jobs report 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-drop-after-weak-june-jobs-

report/article/feed/401166#ixzz1zqutvThP

 

Official: More in US convinced of climate change 

http://newsok.com/official-more-in-us-convinced-of-climate-

change/article/feed/401172#ixzz1zqv529ZJ

 

Tulsa police seek suspects after ‘fireworks war'

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-seek-suspects-after-fireworks-war/article/3690156

 

Triple-digit temperatures expected Friday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/triple-digit-temperatures-expected-friday-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3690155

 

Case dismissed for Oklahoma man charged with murder 

http://newsok.com/case-dismissed-for-oklahoma-man-charged-with-

murder/article/3690154#ixzz1zqvT5Fz1

 

Cowboys and cowgirls from across U.S. seek title of Battle in the Saddle in Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/cowboys-and-cowgirls-from-across-u.s.-seek-title-of-battle-in-the-

saddle-in-oklahoma-city/article/3690054#ixzz1zqvgFzQn

 

Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-high-school-behind-bars-provides-hope-for-

incarcerated-juveniles/article/3690046#ixzz1zqvpDGal

 

Authorities allege drug ring inside Sulphur nursing home 

http://newsok.com/authorities-allege-drug-ring-inside-sulphur-nursing-

home/article/3690042#ixzz1zqvwCCic

 

More states freed from No Child Left Behind law 

http://newsok.com/more-states-freed-from-no-child-left-behind-

law/article/feed/401118#ixzz1zqw77FBE

 

Rain chances could bring Oklahoma City relief from heat this weekend

http://newsok.com/rain-chances-could-bring-oklahoma-city-relief-from-heat-this-

weekend/article/3689884#ixzz1zqwOf2cZ

 

Corrections never fails to present challenge for Oklahoma policymakers 

http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-

policymakers/article/3689940#ixzz1zqweNe3p

 

Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy 

http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-

controversy/article/3689939#ixzz1zqwlsHxj
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 million redress fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943

 

Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won't know anytime soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011

 

State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822

 

Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445

 

Gov. Fallin's daughter married seven weeks after annulment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026

 

GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over 'single payer' comment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286

 

GOP critics attack Romney's safe approach

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938

 

Oklahoma City gains priceless global exposure during NBA Finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267

 

New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890

 

Romney's wife says woman being eyed for ticket

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797

 

Case dismissed for Council Hill man charged with murder

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_MUSKOG898274
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Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO431211

 

Oklahoma City man arrested in rape of girl

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO838131

 

Bethany police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_BETHAN832892

 

Military court upholds Oklahoma soldier's murder conviction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120706_13_A9_CUTLIN639630

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A13_CUTLIN878129

 

Lakegoers warned to take precautions after recent drownings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN511015

 

Church missions trip lost to fireworks stand shutdown to get help from Rhema

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120706_18_A1_RhemaB786002

 

Rogers school building's face-lift earns historic preservation award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_19_A11_CUTLIN931596

 

Safari's animal sanctuary being handed over to new caregivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_78_A11_CUTLIN616970

 

Grant awarded to help improve veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A15_CUTLIN529068

 

Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866

 

Editorial: Rationing? Heat, drought drive water usage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_Iohnka600277
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-

premiums-law/

 

State lawmakers vow to fight ‘Obamacare’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-

capitol/

 

T12 fluorescent lamp ban to take effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/t12-fluorescent-lamp-ban-to-take-effect-energy/

 

Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowdfunding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-

crowdfunding-finance/

 

Terra Construction wins Army Corps of Engineers wind turbine contract

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-

energy/

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-

finance/

 

Case and Associates buys south Tulsa land for retail, apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/case-and-associates-buys-south-tulsa-land-for-

retail-apartment-complex-real-estate/

 

Redeemer church to move into former Town & Country School buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/redeemer-church-to-move-into-former-town-

country-school-buildings-real-estate/

 

TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/

 

Elevations: Tulsa Technology Center Owasso campus

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/elevations-tulsa-technology-center-owasso-

campus-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Museum issue clouded in conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/fourth-reading-museum-issue-clouded-in-

conflict-opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Founding principles

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/free-market-friday-founding-principles-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Case dismissed for Okla. man charged with murder

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Oklahoma growth rate

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691119346/Decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-Oklahoma-growth-rate
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 6, 2012
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:34:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-

production/article/3689888#ixzz1zqtBLGRE

 

Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London

http://newsok.com/governor-will-lead-trade-delegation-to-air-show-near-

london/article/3690072#ixzz1zqtIOW1F

 

Tobacco ban takes effect this week at University of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-

oklahoma/article/3689972#ixzz1zqtWM1Iz

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zqtdfSlt

 

Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics

Commission 

http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-

aeronautics-commission/article/3690005#ixzz1zqtkH357

 

Bethany, OK, police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case 

 http://newsok.com/bethany-ok-police-make-arrest-in-carina-saunders-slaying-

case/article/3689969#ixzz1zqu0wRdl

 

Continental Resources program helps make relocation to Oklahoma City smooth 

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-program-helps-make-relocation-to-

oklahoma-city-smooth/article/3690009#ixzz1zquA5nyz

 

Oklahoma City basked in exposure, cash during Thunder's NBA Finals run 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-basked-in-exposure-cash-during-thunders-nba-

finals-run/article/3690025#ixzz1zquKj0mH

 

Oklahoma researchers develop way to detect surgically implanted bombs 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-researchers-develop-way-to-detect-surgically-

implanted-bombs/article/3689975#ixzz1zqufHJiX

 

US employers add 80,000 jobs as economy struggles 

http://newsok.com/us-employers-add-80000-jobs-as-economy-

struggles/article/feed/401162#ixzz1zqunnh1m
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US stocks drop after weak June jobs report 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-drop-after-weak-june-jobs-

report/article/feed/401166#ixzz1zqutvThP

 

Official: More in US convinced of climate change 

http://newsok.com/official-more-in-us-convinced-of-climate-

change/article/feed/401172#ixzz1zqv529ZJ

 

Tulsa police seek suspects after ‘fireworks war'

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-seek-suspects-after-fireworks-war/article/3690156

 

Triple-digit temperatures expected Friday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/triple-digit-temperatures-expected-friday-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3690155

 

Case dismissed for Oklahoma man charged with murder 

http://newsok.com/case-dismissed-for-oklahoma-man-charged-with-

murder/article/3690154#ixzz1zqvT5Fz1

 

Cowboys and cowgirls from across U.S. seek title of Battle in the Saddle in Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/cowboys-and-cowgirls-from-across-u.s.-seek-title-of-battle-in-the-

saddle-in-oklahoma-city/article/3690054#ixzz1zqvgFzQn

 

Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-high-school-behind-bars-provides-hope-for-

incarcerated-juveniles/article/3690046#ixzz1zqvpDGal

 

Authorities allege drug ring inside Sulphur nursing home 

http://newsok.com/authorities-allege-drug-ring-inside-sulphur-nursing-

home/article/3690042#ixzz1zqvwCCic

 

More states freed from No Child Left Behind law 

http://newsok.com/more-states-freed-from-no-child-left-behind-

law/article/feed/401118#ixzz1zqw77FBE

 

Rain chances could bring Oklahoma City relief from heat this weekend

http://newsok.com/rain-chances-could-bring-oklahoma-city-relief-from-heat-this-

weekend/article/3689884#ixzz1zqwOf2cZ

 

Corrections never fails to present challenge for Oklahoma policymakers 

http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-

policymakers/article/3689940#ixzz1zqweNe3p

 

Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy 

http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-

controversy/article/3689939#ixzz1zqwlsHxj
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 million redress fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943

 

Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won't know anytime soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011

 

State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822

 

Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445

 

Gov. Fallin's daughter married seven weeks after annulment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026

 

GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over 'single payer' comment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286

 

GOP critics attack Romney's safe approach

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938

 

Oklahoma City gains priceless global exposure during NBA Finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267

 

New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890

 

Romney's wife says woman being eyed for ticket

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797

 

Case dismissed for Council Hill man charged with murder

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_MUSKOG898274
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Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO431211

 

Oklahoma City man arrested in rape of girl

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO838131

 

Bethany police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_BETHAN832892

 

Military court upholds Oklahoma soldier's murder conviction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120706_13_A9_CUTLIN639630

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A13_CUTLIN878129

 

Lakegoers warned to take precautions after recent drownings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN511015

 

Church missions trip lost to fireworks stand shutdown to get help from Rhema

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120706_18_A1_RhemaB786002

 

Rogers school building's face-lift earns historic preservation award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_19_A11_CUTLIN931596

 

Safari's animal sanctuary being handed over to new caregivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_78_A11_CUTLIN616970

 

Grant awarded to help improve veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A15_CUTLIN529068

 

Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866

 

Editorial: Rationing? Heat, drought drive water usage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_Iohnka600277
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-

premiums-law/

 

State lawmakers vow to fight ‘Obamacare’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-

capitol/

 

T12 fluorescent lamp ban to take effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/t12-fluorescent-lamp-ban-to-take-effect-energy/

 

Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowdfunding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-

crowdfunding-finance/

 

Terra Construction wins Army Corps of Engineers wind turbine contract

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-

energy/

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-

finance/

 

Case and Associates buys south Tulsa land for retail, apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/case-and-associates-buys-south-tulsa-land-for-

retail-apartment-complex-real-estate/

 

Redeemer church to move into former Town & Country School buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/redeemer-church-to-move-into-former-town-

country-school-buildings-real-estate/

 

TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/

 

Elevations: Tulsa Technology Center Owasso campus

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/elevations-tulsa-technology-center-owasso-

campus-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Museum issue clouded in conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/fourth-reading-museum-issue-clouded-in-

conflict-opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Founding principles

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/free-market-friday-founding-principles-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Case dismissed for Okla. man charged with murder

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Oklahoma growth rate

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 7-9, 2012
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:38:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care exchange in Oklahoma remains a wait and see

http://newsok.com/health-care-exchange-in-oklahoma-remains-a-wait-and-

see/article/3690398#ixzz208GAkyYm

 

Murdered Oklahoma girl's mother files $3 million claim against state

http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-

state/article/3690910#ixzz208GS22Vx

 

Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-

state-funding/article/3690844#ixzz208GjrNIh

 

Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next week

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-

bill-next-week/article/3690570#ixzz208HHXaPA

 

Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol

http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-

capitol/article/3690743#ixzz208HsSt2S

 

Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643

 

Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma's changing demographics

http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-

demographics/article/3690290#ixzz208IP0HzP

 

Oklahoma City Council studies Sunday transit options

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-

options/article/3690301

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Oklahoma's painkiller abuse 'crisis' is growing, experts say

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-growing-experts-

say/article/3690845#ixzz208JVmOWw

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions
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http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools, OCU Law School rivals in bidding to buy former

Central High School

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-ocu-law-school-rivals-in-bidding-to-

buy-former-central-high-school/article/3690663#ixzz208K1Xukh

 

Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful software firm

http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-

successful-software-firm/article/3690575#ixzz208KQHAas

 

Trend shows American oil imports could be eliminated

http://newsok.com/trend-shows-american-oil-imports-could-be-

eliminated/article/3690012#ixzz208Kqpaal

 

Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP

http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-

build-in-gop/article/3690239#ixzz208LG46hY

 

Money only part of the story in seeking elective office

http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-

office/article/3690227#ixzz208LPqx8e

 

More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president

http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-

president/article/3690228#ixzz208LdfZwx

 

Oklahoma school district officials should move forward

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-

forward/article/3690229

 

ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again

http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-

again/article/3690217#ixzz208M7cQEk
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health law's expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma's uninsured poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331

 

Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP's advantage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
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Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415

 

Oklahomans rally against health-care law at state Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_18_A8_OKLAHO164451

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces

Republican balancing act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587

 

Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178

 

Political Report Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_CUTLIN679245

 

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Dan Arthrell... Rep.

Mike Ritze

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392

 

Inmate sues DOC over execution drug protocol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A11_CUTLIN957500

 

Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740

 

Politics Briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645

 

Tulsa's Fix Our Streets initiative has seen 44 neighborhood projects completed, with

35 remaining

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN428103

 

Clinton looks for better US-Pakistani cooperation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
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Despite glitches, new trash service off to good start, new hauler says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A17_Weekon297812

 

Tulsa's dedicated recylers not letting temporary service suspension slow them down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_16_A21_CUTLIN362400

 

Health care ruling triggers millions in campaign donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_A14_WASHIN554495

 

New trash carts begin arriving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120707_11_A1_CUTLIN183375

 

Cherry Street explores ways to fund improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A15_CUTLIN456281

 

Presidential campaigns react to weak jobs report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN767226

 

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch steps up visibility in US politics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN435355

 

Cost keeping Oklahomans from getting dental care, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120709_19_A1_ULNSia894411

 

Shawnee police purchase car tag scanner

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_Threec744492

 

Oklahoma City Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_OLHMIY264725

 

Population of Verdigris in Rogers County jumps 119 percent in 10 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_12_A9_CUTLIN230

 

Mother blames DHS for daughter's death; seeks $3 million from state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A10_OKLAHO42351
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Oklahoma City to begin online school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_19_A11_OKLAHO331754

 

Area school districts trying to save summer learning programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120708_19_A17_CUTLIN532455

 

Sex crimes not unusual at Fort Sill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_14_A10_FORTSI433466

 

Rep. Lucas working on new farm bill  -  his fourth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A10_CUTLIN950357

 

Family shocked soldier's appeal rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_12_A12_CUTLIN733073

 

Tulsa on track for low year in homicides despite high-profile killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A1_CUTLIN722889

 

Men posing as police officers ransack apartment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120709_450_0_Twomen165899

 

Raccoon knocks out power to Jenks residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120709_324_0_JNSOfc137487

 

Indian land changed hands after incompetency declaration

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A9_ULNSao867629

 

Pair of Tulsa students speak up for Dream Act, advocate for immigration reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN192541

 

Judge bans Internet release of juror names

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120708_14_A1_CUTLIN594300

 

Fire destroys shop with antique vehicles in Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_0_OWASSO365175
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Obama's policy gives 20-year-old immigrant hope for future

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A8_Lupeju670700

 

DUI check nabs seven on drunk driving charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120708_17_A20_Sevenp57925

 

Ex-inmate dedicated to helping incarcerated women

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN205431

 

Oklahoma facing 'education crisis,' says OU President David Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN85198

 

Parole reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_StateQ409378

 

Federal grant will provide veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_Federa947828

 

Obamatrip?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932

 

What lessons were 'learned' in drug makers fraud?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_ULNSlx536179

 

Americans can't be fooled for long

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120708_213_G6_CUTLIN425806

 

It's time for Tulsa to embrace recycling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120708_211_G1_Soonev215519

 

Smoke in our eyes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120708_214_G1_CUTLIN664697
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Executive Session: Dwight Scott, Oklahoma City Zoo

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/executive-session-dwight-scott-general-news/

 

Bakery worker wins appeal for seniority

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/bakery-worker-wins-appeal-for-seniority-law/

 

Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-

aerospace/

 

Stop sign keeping up with the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/stop-sign-keeping-up-with-the-times-general-

news/

 

Purple Heart issue divides mental health counselors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/purple-heart-issue-divides-mental-health-

counselors-health-care/

 

I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-

general-news/

 

Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-

news/

 

California investor group buys Tulsa Kum & Go convenience store

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/california-investor-group-buys-tulsa-kum-go-

convenience-store-real-estate/

 

US stocks open lower as Spain's borrowing rates hit dangerous levels

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge keeps jurors’ names off Internet

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 
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KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 7-9, 2012
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:38:04 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care exchange in Oklahoma remains a wait and see

http://newsok.com/health-care-exchange-in-oklahoma-remains-a-wait-and-

see/article/3690398#ixzz208GAkyYm

 

Murdered Oklahoma girl's mother files $3 million claim against state

http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-

state/article/3690910#ixzz208GS22Vx

 

Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-

state-funding/article/3690844#ixzz208GjrNIh

 

Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next week

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-

bill-next-week/article/3690570#ixzz208HHXaPA

 

Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol

http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-

capitol/article/3690743#ixzz208HsSt2S

 

Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643

 

Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma's changing demographics

http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-

demographics/article/3690290#ixzz208IP0HzP

 

Oklahoma City Council studies Sunday transit options

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-

options/article/3690301

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Oklahoma's painkiller abuse 'crisis' is growing, experts say

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-growing-experts-

say/article/3690845#ixzz208JVmOWw

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions
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http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools, OCU Law School rivals in bidding to buy former

Central High School

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-ocu-law-school-rivals-in-bidding-to-

buy-former-central-high-school/article/3690663#ixzz208K1Xukh

 

Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful software firm

http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-

successful-software-firm/article/3690575#ixzz208KQHAas

 

Trend shows American oil imports could be eliminated

http://newsok.com/trend-shows-american-oil-imports-could-be-

eliminated/article/3690012#ixzz208Kqpaal

 

Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP

http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-

build-in-gop/article/3690239#ixzz208LG46hY

 

Money only part of the story in seeking elective office

http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-

office/article/3690227#ixzz208LPqx8e

 

More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president

http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-

president/article/3690228#ixzz208LdfZwx

 

Oklahoma school district officials should move forward

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-

forward/article/3690229

 

ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again

http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-

again/article/3690217#ixzz208M7cQEk
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health law's expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma's uninsured poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331

 

Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP's advantage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
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Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415

 

Oklahomans rally against health-care law at state Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_18_A8_OKLAHO164451

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces

Republican balancing act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587

 

Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178

 

Political Report Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_CUTLIN679245

 

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Dan Arthrell... Rep.

Mike Ritze

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392

 

Inmate sues DOC over execution drug protocol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A11_CUTLIN957500

 

Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740

 

Politics Briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645

 

Tulsa's Fix Our Streets initiative has seen 44 neighborhood projects completed, with

35 remaining

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN428103

 

Clinton looks for better US-Pakistani cooperation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
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Despite glitches, new trash service off to good start, new hauler says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A17_Weekon297812

 

Tulsa's dedicated recylers not letting temporary service suspension slow them down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_16_A21_CUTLIN362400

 

Health care ruling triggers millions in campaign donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_A14_WASHIN554495

 

New trash carts begin arriving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120707_11_A1_CUTLIN183375

 

Cherry Street explores ways to fund improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A15_CUTLIN456281

 

Presidential campaigns react to weak jobs report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN767226

 

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch steps up visibility in US politics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN435355

 

Cost keeping Oklahomans from getting dental care, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120709_19_A1_ULNSia894411

 

Shawnee police purchase car tag scanner

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_Threec744492

 

Oklahoma City Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_OLHMIY264725

 

Population of Verdigris in Rogers County jumps 119 percent in 10 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_12_A9_CUTLIN230

 

Mother blames DHS for daughter's death; seeks $3 million from state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A10_OKLAHO42351
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Oklahoma City to begin online school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_19_A11_OKLAHO331754

 

Area school districts trying to save summer learning programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120708_19_A17_CUTLIN532455

 

Sex crimes not unusual at Fort Sill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_14_A10_FORTSI433466

 

Rep. Lucas working on new farm bill  -  his fourth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A10_CUTLIN950357

 

Family shocked soldier's appeal rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_12_A12_CUTLIN733073

 

Tulsa on track for low year in homicides despite high-profile killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A1_CUTLIN722889

 

Men posing as police officers ransack apartment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120709_450_0_Twomen165899

 

Raccoon knocks out power to Jenks residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120709_324_0_JNSOfc137487

 

Indian land changed hands after incompetency declaration

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A9_ULNSao867629

 

Pair of Tulsa students speak up for Dream Act, advocate for immigration reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN192541

 

Judge bans Internet release of juror names

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120708_14_A1_CUTLIN594300

 

Fire destroys shop with antique vehicles in Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_0_OWASSO365175
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Obama's policy gives 20-year-old immigrant hope for future

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A8_Lupeju670700

 

DUI check nabs seven on drunk driving charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120708_17_A20_Sevenp57925

 

Ex-inmate dedicated to helping incarcerated women

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN205431

 

Oklahoma facing 'education crisis,' says OU President David Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN85198

 

Parole reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_StateQ409378

 

Federal grant will provide veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_Federa947828

 

Obamatrip?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932

 

What lessons were 'learned' in drug makers fraud?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_ULNSlx536179

 

Americans can't be fooled for long

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120708_213_G6_CUTLIN425806

 

It's time for Tulsa to embrace recycling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120708_211_G1_Soonev215519

 

Smoke in our eyes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120708_214_G1_CUTLIN664697
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Executive Session: Dwight Scott, Oklahoma City Zoo

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/executive-session-dwight-scott-general-news/

 

Bakery worker wins appeal for seniority

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/bakery-worker-wins-appeal-for-seniority-law/

 

Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-

aerospace/

 

Stop sign keeping up with the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/stop-sign-keeping-up-with-the-times-general-

news/

 

Purple Heart issue divides mental health counselors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/purple-heart-issue-divides-mental-health-

counselors-health-care/

 

I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-

general-news/

 

Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-

news/

 

California investor group buys Tulsa Kum & Go convenience store

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/california-investor-group-buys-tulsa-kum-go-

convenience-store-real-estate/

 

US stocks open lower as Spain's borrowing rates hit dangerous levels

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge keeps jurors’ names off Internet

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 
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KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 2-4, 2012
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:39:30 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Public's future access to child abuse information unclear

http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-

unclear/article/3680615#ixzz1wpdKT7uy

 

Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley

http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-

jolley/article/3680668#ixzz1wpcQxazv

 

Obama acknowleges need to change Obamacare

http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-

obamacare/article/feed/389232

 

Revived Thunder eyeing needed road win in Game 5

http://newsok.com/revived-thunder-eyeing-needed-road-win-in-game-

5/article/feed/389548#ixzz1wpgy0TqI

 

Canadian County court clerk race is a nasty one

http://newsok.com/canadian-county-court-clerk-race-is-a-nasty-

one/article/3680804#ixzz1wpba9dPr

 

Morning Examiner: Dirty Desperate Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-dirty-desperate-dems/article/feed/389788

 

WATCHDOGS: McClatchy exposes union pay, perk abuse

http://newsok.com/watchdogs-mcclatchy-exposes-union-pay-perk-

abuse/article/feed/389460

 

Solis won't testify on DOL media flap

http://newsok.com/solis-wont-testify-on-dol-media-flap/article/feed/389675

 

Metro Transit workers discuss Oklahoma City route safety, growth

http://newsok.com/metro-transit-workers-discuss-oklahoma-city-route-safety-

growth/article/3681209#ixzz1wpdvKeRE

 

Man beaten in Oklahoma City trying to collect winning Game 4 bet

http://newsok.com/man-beaten-in-oklahoma-city-trying-to-collect-winning-game-4-

bet/article/3681184#ixzz1wpeClI4j

 

Oklahoma County land sales, June 2

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-land-sales-june-2/article/3680788?
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custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Traffic Talk: Road construction should ease Hefner Parkway bottleneck

http://newsok.com/traffic-talk-road-construction-should-ease-hefner-parkway-

bottleneck/article/3681210#ixzz1wper1VbH

 

Construction start is delayed on Francis Tuttle training center in Edmond

http://newsok.com/construction-start-is-delayed-on-francis-tuttle-training-center-in-

edmond/article/3680518#ixzz1wpfbg9NF

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools embark on summer-school-free summer

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-embark-on-summer-school-free-

summer/article/3680585#ixzz1wpfpJPjb

 

Oklahoma State University begins renovation, restoration of Student Union ballroom

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-begins-renovation-restoration-of-

student-union-ballroom/article/3680612#ixzz1wpg3xwq6

 

OU softball: Sooners headed to championship series with win over Arizona State

http://newsok.com/ou-softball-sooners-headed-to-championship-series-with-win-

over-arizona-state/article/3681190#ixzz1wpgOG0yV
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850

 

Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347

 

State senator faces foe in GOP primary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN418628

 

Tulsa-area GOP legislators defend tax-cut inaction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN552051

 

Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914

 

Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299

 

Adoptive family overcomes U.S. objections to bring girl home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A19_CUTLIN43785

 

Tulsa official says utility rate hikes needed to keep water, sewer systems maintained

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120603_11_A19_Debtse536538

 

2nd District Democratic candidates differ on issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295

 

The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892

 

Political Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_hCharl487627

 

Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007

 

Plan to rate judges draws fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432

 

Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

 

Tulsa officials want more public input on expanding Pearl District zoning codes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_Thecit230753

 

Talks about race are uncomfortable for different cultures, reconciliation speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN380528

 

GOP stands down on social issues, focuses on jobs
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120601_13_0_WASHIN556087

 

Former recruiter at Bacone College says she was fired for honesty

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A1_ULNSbF705260

 

Broken Arrow group wants ex-mayor off city council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A9_BROKEN366589

 

Skiatook speech team honored by the OSSAA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A10_SKIATO697230

 

45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team welcomes new commander

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A12_ULNSoV650750

 

Latest vehicle fatality figures mixed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120603_12_0_TlaCut110822

 

1 dead, 5 injured and 1 arrested after DUI hit-and-run

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_450_0_Ayearo104420

 

County staff, payroll decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995

 

Broken Arrow man killed after tire blowout near Muskogee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_0_ABoero721114

 

Tulsa kids grabbing opportunity to play ball

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A9_CUTLIN568422

 

Skiatook man arrested on kidnapping, intoxication complaints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A11_SKIATO917280

 

OSU, OU getting more students from California

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A12_Iitels166994

 

New cut of steak delivers on tenderness
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A2_CUTLIN431723

 

TPD working through flawed mobile system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A1_CUTLIN136616

 

Kiwanis Club upholds message behind Miss Oklahoma pageant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A24_CUTLIN214161

 

Tulsa Pride Parade draws large crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A25_CUTLIN687512

 

Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288

 

City councilors face tough task in crafting budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539

 

DHS reforms about to take effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760

 

In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995

 

The little think tank that could

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120603_11_G1_CUTLIN168551

 

49th is not OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Executive Session: Mike Bergey, Bergey Windpower

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bergey-windpower-president-propels-american-

manufacturing-energy/

 

Tate responds to uproar over firings
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-

leaked-audio-goes-viral-general-news/

 

Chesapeake Energy to reshuffle board members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/04/chesapeake-energy-to-reshuffle-board-

members/

 

Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-

against-new-law/

 

BBI reports booming business for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bbi-reports-booming-business-for-first-quarter-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa drugstore sale raises questions about market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tulsa-drugstore-sale-raises-questions-about-

market-real-estate/

 

VA Medical Center in OKC adding staff members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/va-medical-center-in-okc-adding-staff-members-

health-care/

 

OKC eyes creation of business improvement district to enhance high-profile area

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/okc-eyes-creation-of-business-improvement-

district-to-enhance-high-profile-area-real-estate/

 

Tribe asks regulatory agency to reconsider casino

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tribe-asks-regulatory-agency-to-reconsider-

casino-law/

 

These Walls: Catholic Charities Diocese of Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/these-walls-catholic-charities-diocese-of-tulsa-

real-estate/

 

World of hurt: Global economy under threat as US job market falters and Europe and

Asia slow

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GLOBAL_ECONOMY_VITAL_SIGNS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Chesapeake gives in to Icahn, agrees to replace 4 board members; to name

chairman by June 22

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_BOARD?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Business Briefs: June 4, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/business-briefs-june-4-2012-general-news/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
More halal meals served in prisons
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 2-4, 2012
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:39:29 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Public's future access to child abuse information unclear

http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-

unclear/article/3680615#ixzz1wpdKT7uy

 

Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley

http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-

jolley/article/3680668#ixzz1wpcQxazv

 

Obama acknowleges need to change Obamacare

http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-

obamacare/article/feed/389232

 

Revived Thunder eyeing needed road win in Game 5

http://newsok.com/revived-thunder-eyeing-needed-road-win-in-game-

5/article/feed/389548#ixzz1wpgy0TqI

 

Canadian County court clerk race is a nasty one

http://newsok.com/canadian-county-court-clerk-race-is-a-nasty-

one/article/3680804#ixzz1wpba9dPr

 

Morning Examiner: Dirty Desperate Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-dirty-desperate-dems/article/feed/389788

 

WATCHDOGS: McClatchy exposes union pay, perk abuse

http://newsok.com/watchdogs-mcclatchy-exposes-union-pay-perk-

abuse/article/feed/389460

 

Solis won't testify on DOL media flap

http://newsok.com/solis-wont-testify-on-dol-media-flap/article/feed/389675

 

Metro Transit workers discuss Oklahoma City route safety, growth

http://newsok.com/metro-transit-workers-discuss-oklahoma-city-route-safety-

growth/article/3681209#ixzz1wpdvKeRE

 

Man beaten in Oklahoma City trying to collect winning Game 4 bet

http://newsok.com/man-beaten-in-oklahoma-city-trying-to-collect-winning-game-4-

bet/article/3681184#ixzz1wpeClI4j

 

Oklahoma County land sales, June 2

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-land-sales-june-2/article/3680788?
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custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Traffic Talk: Road construction should ease Hefner Parkway bottleneck

http://newsok.com/traffic-talk-road-construction-should-ease-hefner-parkway-

bottleneck/article/3681210#ixzz1wper1VbH

 

Construction start is delayed on Francis Tuttle training center in Edmond

http://newsok.com/construction-start-is-delayed-on-francis-tuttle-training-center-in-

edmond/article/3680518#ixzz1wpfbg9NF

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools embark on summer-school-free summer

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-embark-on-summer-school-free-

summer/article/3680585#ixzz1wpfpJPjb

 

Oklahoma State University begins renovation, restoration of Student Union ballroom

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-begins-renovation-restoration-of-

student-union-ballroom/article/3680612#ixzz1wpg3xwq6

 

OU softball: Sooners headed to championship series with win over Arizona State

http://newsok.com/ou-softball-sooners-headed-to-championship-series-with-win-

over-arizona-state/article/3681190#ixzz1wpgOG0yV
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850

 

Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347

 

State senator faces foe in GOP primary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN418628

 

Tulsa-area GOP legislators defend tax-cut inaction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN552051

 

Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914

 

Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299

 

Adoptive family overcomes U.S. objections to bring girl home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A19_CUTLIN43785

 

Tulsa official says utility rate hikes needed to keep water, sewer systems maintained

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120603_11_A19_Debtse536538

 

2nd District Democratic candidates differ on issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295

 

The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892

 

Political Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_hCharl487627

 

Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007

 

Plan to rate judges draws fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432

 

Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

 

Tulsa officials want more public input on expanding Pearl District zoning codes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_Thecit230753

 

Talks about race are uncomfortable for different cultures, reconciliation speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN380528

 

GOP stands down on social issues, focuses on jobs
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120601_13_0_WASHIN556087

 

Former recruiter at Bacone College says she was fired for honesty

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A1_ULNSbF705260

 

Broken Arrow group wants ex-mayor off city council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A9_BROKEN366589

 

Skiatook speech team honored by the OSSAA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A10_SKIATO697230

 

45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team welcomes new commander

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A12_ULNSoV650750

 

Latest vehicle fatality figures mixed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120603_12_0_TlaCut110822

 

1 dead, 5 injured and 1 arrested after DUI hit-and-run

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_450_0_Ayearo104420

 

County staff, payroll decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995

 

Broken Arrow man killed after tire blowout near Muskogee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_0_ABoero721114

 

Tulsa kids grabbing opportunity to play ball

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A9_CUTLIN568422

 

Skiatook man arrested on kidnapping, intoxication complaints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A11_SKIATO917280

 

OSU, OU getting more students from California

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A12_Iitels166994

 

New cut of steak delivers on tenderness
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A2_CUTLIN431723

 

TPD working through flawed mobile system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A1_CUTLIN136616

 

Kiwanis Club upholds message behind Miss Oklahoma pageant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A24_CUTLIN214161

 

Tulsa Pride Parade draws large crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A25_CUTLIN687512

 

Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288

 

City councilors face tough task in crafting budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539

 

DHS reforms about to take effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760

 

In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995

 

The little think tank that could

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120603_11_G1_CUTLIN168551

 

49th is not OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Executive Session: Mike Bergey, Bergey Windpower

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bergey-windpower-president-propels-american-

manufacturing-energy/

 

Tate responds to uproar over firings
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-

leaked-audio-goes-viral-general-news/

 

Chesapeake Energy to reshuffle board members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/04/chesapeake-energy-to-reshuffle-board-

members/

 

Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-

against-new-law/

 

BBI reports booming business for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bbi-reports-booming-business-for-first-quarter-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa drugstore sale raises questions about market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tulsa-drugstore-sale-raises-questions-about-

market-real-estate/

 

VA Medical Center in OKC adding staff members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/va-medical-center-in-okc-adding-staff-members-

health-care/

 

OKC eyes creation of business improvement district to enhance high-profile area

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/okc-eyes-creation-of-business-improvement-

district-to-enhance-high-profile-area-real-estate/

 

Tribe asks regulatory agency to reconsider casino

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tribe-asks-regulatory-agency-to-reconsider-

casino-law/

 

These Walls: Catholic Charities Diocese of Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/these-walls-catholic-charities-diocese-of-tulsa-

real-estate/

 

World of hurt: Global economy under threat as US job market falters and Europe and

Asia slow

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GLOBAL_ECONOMY_VITAL_SIGNS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Chesapeake gives in to Icahn, agrees to replace 4 board members; to name

chairman by June 22

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_BOARD?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Business Briefs: June 4, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/business-briefs-june-4-2012-general-news/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
More halal meals served in prisons
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 29, 2012
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:54:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-

ruling/article/3688399#ixzz1zBoFboU6

Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-

oklahoma/article/3688391#ixzz1zBokZrFz

Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health care law 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-

law/article/3688534#ixzz1zBpKJUvl

Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386

Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications

of the high court decision 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-

to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400#ixzz1zBpi4Aqt

Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3688262#ixzz1zBppA3tn

High court upholds key part of Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/high-court-upholds-key-part-of-obama-health-

law/article/3688255#ixzz1zBq2wOk2

Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court ruling

on Affordable Care Act 

http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-

supreme-court-ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257#ixzz1zBq9SOlP

 

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Consumers, labor groups laud, lament Supreme Court’s decision on health reform

law 

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-
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on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-

candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-

appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma Board of Education grants three more diplomas 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-

diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf

Domestic abuse doubles among Oklahoma City's homeless population 

http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-

population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-

for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Weather alerts coming soon to smartphone near you 

http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-

you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans 

http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-

loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-

in/article/feed/399017
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changes-energy/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-

revenue-finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-

law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-

opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma Indian museum suspends construction
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State court upholds wine initiative petition
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
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http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 29, 2012
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:54:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-

ruling/article/3688399#ixzz1zBoFboU6

Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-

oklahoma/article/3688391#ixzz1zBokZrFz

Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health care law 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-

law/article/3688534#ixzz1zBpKJUvl

Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386

Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications

of the high court decision 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-

to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400#ixzz1zBpi4Aqt

Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3688262#ixzz1zBppA3tn

High court upholds key part of Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/high-court-upholds-key-part-of-obama-health-

law/article/3688255#ixzz1zBq2wOk2

Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court ruling

on Affordable Care Act 

http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-

supreme-court-ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257#ixzz1zBq9SOlP

 

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Consumers, labor groups laud, lament Supreme Court’s decision on health reform

law 

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-
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on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-

candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-

appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma Board of Education grants three more diplomas 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-

diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf

Domestic abuse doubles among Oklahoma City's homeless population 

http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-

population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-

for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Weather alerts coming soon to smartphone near you 

http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-

you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans 

http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-

loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-

in/article/feed/399017

US consumer spending and wages flat in May 

http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-

may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb

Stocks rally as Europe unveils crisis plans
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http://newsok.com/stocks-rally-as-europe-unveils-crisis-plans/article/feed/399016

Oil jumps to above $80 after EU deal on banks 

http://newsok.com/oil-jumps-to-above-80-after-eu-deal-on-

banks/article/feed/398929#ixzz1zBreqEtT

Cybercrime disclosures rare despite new SEC rule

http://newsok.com/cybercrime-disclosures-rare-despite-new-sec-

rule/article/feed/398959

Analysis: GOP sees tax opening in Obama court win 

http://newsok.com/analysis-gop-sees-tax-opening-in-obama-court-

win/article/feed/398970#ixzz1zBrwnzkt

Coverage for most Americans, a scramble for states 

http://newsok.com/coverage-for-most-americans-a-scramble-for-

states/article/feed/398630#ixzz1zBs2Odcz

Q&A: What does the health care law mean for you? 

http://newsok.com/qa-what-does-the-health-care-law-mean-for-

you/article/feed/398967#ixzz1zBs9sJeX

Obama student loan plan nearing end

http://newsok.com/obama-student-loan-plan-nearing-end/article/feed/398952

 

Winners and losers in high court health law ruling 

http://newsok.com/winners-and-losers-in-high-court-health-law-

ruling/article/feed/398958#ixzz1zBsQoBfa

Save money by checking gas prices before you travel 

http://newsok.com/save-money-by-checking-gas-prices-before-you-

travel/article/3688389#ixzz1zBsYe2ac

The Oklahoma City Zoological Trust set to choose new amphitheater operator 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoma-city-zoological-trust-set-to-choose-new-

amphitheater-operator/article/3688390#ixzz1zBsfQteM

Oklahoma City Economic Development Trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for

renovation of Osler Building into hotel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-

in-assistance-for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-

hotel/article/3688392#ixzz1zBsm51jY

Monthly service charge to rise for most Oklahoma Natural Gas customers 

http://newsok.com/monthly-service-charge-to-rise-for-most-oklahoma-natural-gas-

customers/article/3688387#ixzz1zBstxNIs

Oklahoma Natural Gas customers to see higher monthly charges 
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-natural-gas-customers-to-see-higher-monthly-

charges/article/3688264#ixzz1zBt4Ikew

High court ruling benefits most health care firms 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-benefits-most-health-care-

firms/article/feed/398600#ixzz1zBtJHVbF

Despite state tea party efforts, incumbents fared well in Oklahoma elections 

http://newsok.com/despite-state-tea-party-efforts-incumbents-fared-well-in-

oklahoma-elections/article/3688039#ixzz1zBtVSedO

Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up

http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346

 

Green lobby castigates OG&E's litigation over EPA policy 

http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-

policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM

New federal highway bill offers improvement

http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344

 

Community colleges play vital role in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health-care law ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203

 

Health act upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136

 

Grocery store wine-sales proponents win ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_OKLAHO861855

 

Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078

 

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544
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Questions answered on Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233

 

Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005

 

House votes to hold attorney general in contempt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214

 

Chief Justice Roberts delivers surprise in health ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880

 

31 trainees ID'd as victims in Air Force sex scandal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A18_CUTLIN349666

 

Supreme Court rejects 'Stolen Valor' law, says lying about military honors isn't a crime

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_WASHIN565802

 

Supreme Court notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584

 

Talihina man bound over for trial on murder charge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_POTEAU932196

 

Family rallies to find missing Kingfisher woman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_KINGFI481751

 

Felon jailed for assault claims he was jumped by gang members in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_EDMOND109289

 

More than 100 fish die in northern Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_NSoant311336

 

Funeral services for Jenks police officer set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CUTLIN905137
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Rogers County's new sales tax takes effect Oct. 1

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CLAREM427036

 

Tribal leaders say Tulsa's Mayor is targeting Indian groups with fireworks threat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A1_ULNStp857203

 

Boys learn skills at annual Sheriff's Boy Scout Camp

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A11_CUTLIN571634

 

Two denied diploma appeals cases divide state panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282

 

EMSA TotalCare utility fee opt-out deadline looms

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=699&articleid=20120629_11_A13_ULNSra228043

 

Tulsa's 11th fire chief sworn into office

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A14_CUTLIN395880

 

New sentence is given in killing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN887202

 

Man who found son dead gets probation in child-neglect case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN697963

 

Tulsa Superintendent Keith Ballard receives $25,000 performance bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131

 

Editorial: Oklahoma faces tough problem after 'Obamacare' upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

One Place developers buy two neighboring buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/one-place-developers-buy-two-neighboring-

buildings-real-estate/
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Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from N.Y. DEC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-

from-n-y-dec-energy/

 

Mediation continues in Sardis case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/

 

Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-

development-law/

 

OHCA official: CNAs needed in rural Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-

care/

 

Indian museum suspends construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/indian-museum-suspends-construction-capitol/

 

OKC’s Lightning Creek apartment, retail complex sold for $3.85M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okc%e2%80%99s-lightning-creek-apartment-

retail-complex-sold-for-3-85m-real-estate/

 

CEO: Explorer Pipeline ready for industry changes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ceo-explorer-pipeline-ready-for-industry-

changes-energy/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-

revenue-finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-

law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-

opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma Indian museum suspends construction
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State court upholds wine initiative petition
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
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http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 29, 2012
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:54:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-

ruling/article/3688399#ixzz1zBoFboU6

Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-

oklahoma/article/3688391#ixzz1zBokZrFz

Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health care law 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-

law/article/3688534#ixzz1zBpKJUvl

Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386

Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications

of the high court decision 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-

to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400#ixzz1zBpi4Aqt

Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3688262#ixzz1zBppA3tn

High court upholds key part of Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/high-court-upholds-key-part-of-obama-health-

law/article/3688255#ixzz1zBq2wOk2

Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court ruling

on Affordable Care Act 

http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-

supreme-court-ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257#ixzz1zBq9SOlP

 

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Consumers, labor groups laud, lament Supreme Court’s decision on health reform

law 

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-
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on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-

candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-

appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma Board of Education grants three more diplomas 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-

diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf

Domestic abuse doubles among Oklahoma City's homeless population 

http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-

population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-

for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Weather alerts coming soon to smartphone near you 

http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-

you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans 

http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-

loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-

in/article/feed/399017

US consumer spending and wages flat in May 

http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-

may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb

Stocks rally as Europe unveils crisis plans
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-

law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-

opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma Indian museum suspends construction
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State court upholds wine initiative petition
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
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http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 30-July 2, 2012
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:09:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma's Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-capitol-other-state-buildings-become-tobacco-free-

sunday/article/3688941#ixzz1zTP959Kb

 

Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol's paintings, experts say 

http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-oklahoma-capitols-paintings-experts-

say/article/3689223#ixzz1zTL4szIq

 

Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-

bill/article/3688751#ixzz1zTMb49ts

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Man says murder confession was 'coerced' by Montana police 

http://newsok.com/man-says-murder-confession-was-coerced-by-montana-

police/article/3688926#ixzz1zTRB65wW

 

Judge closes attorney's perjury case from public view 

http://newsok.com/judge-closes-attorneys-perjury-case-from-public-

view/article/3689166#ixzz1zTPOHyB0

 

Top drug ring suspects were caught near Tecumseh High School 

http://newsok.com/top-drug-ring-suspects-were-caught-near-tecumseh-high-

school/article/3688788#ixzz1zTPq0TFG

 

Dozens of sex offenders may have to leave trailer park ministry 

http://newsok.com/dozens-of-sex-offenders-may-have-to-leave-trailer-park-

ministry/article/3688988#ixzz1zTR15oSf

 

Former Sapulpa coach charged with sex crimes

http://newsok.com/former-sapulpa-coach-charged-with-sex-crimes/article/3689328

 

Oklahoma man featured on “America's Most Wanted” gets 25-year term in sex case 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-man-featured-on-americas-most-wanted-gets-25-year-
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term-in-sex-case/article/3689028#ixzz1zTPd9lgw

 

Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows

http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-

flows/article/3689222#ixzz1zTLPZP1i

 

Oklahoma City councilman questions dedicated zoo funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-councilman-questions-dedicated-zoo-

funding/article/3689227

 

Zoo funding in regional cities

http://newsok.com/zoo-funding-in-regional-cities/article/3689228?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond native one of first women to graduate West Point 

http://newsok.com/edmond-native-one-of-first-women-to-graduate-west-

point/article/3688919#ixzz1zTLmvCpn

 

Holocaust tour brings together students, veterans and survivors 

http://newsok.com/holocaust-tour-brings-together-students-veterans-and-

survivors/article/3689155#ixzz1zTMzgETq

 

New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees 

http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-

employees/article/3689046#ixzz1zTLwTvIs

 

State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site 

http://newsok.com/state-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-

site/article/3688925#ixzz1zTQMNb5y

 

Oklahoma Agricultural Department program gives starting farmers a helping hand 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-

farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218#ixzz1zTQqNxbx

 

High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-

oklahoma/article/3688620#ixzz1zTND7rV1

 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTNLoAUE

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

ScissorTales: Oklahoma Southern Baptists answer the call when disasters hit 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-southern-baptists-answer-the-call-when-

disasters-hit/article/3688611#ixzz1zTNshzMP

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 
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http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

As details of Sandusky case fade, the lessons must be remembered 

http://newsok.com/as-details-of-sandusky-case-fade-the-lessons-must-be-

remembered/article/3688630#ixzz1zTO88lTX
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463

Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976

Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Light from state Capitol dome windows is damaging artwork

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A8_CUTLIN547178

Rivers in Oklahoma running low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_12_A15_CUTLIN929479

Tulsans represent key areas of debate over health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN298773

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121
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New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177

Troops of 120th ready for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A13_CUTLIN594206

Affordable Care Act questions and answers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Owasso gives itself high marks for most categories

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_12_A16_ULNSbR700475

Sex offenders in OKC trailer colony have to find new homes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A20_CUTLIN127156

Holiday weekend brings rise in road fatalities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A2_CUTLIN491856

Oklahoma Candidates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120701_688_A8_Alooka88532

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Wayne Pettigrew...

Dan Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900

Review: Changes needed in National Guard, Reserve pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_0_WASHIN430234

White House calls health-care mandate a penalty, not a tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Excerpts from health-care rulings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A11_Herear166535

For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082

Districts call law unconstitutional

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120630_19_A15_AnOkla524216

Oklahoma CareerTech student info published inadvertently

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120630_19_A17_Dataco587681

Two denied diploma appeals cases divide state panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282

GOP candidates in Oklahoma's 2nd district want to see health care act repealed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120630_16_A1_ULNSrn209193

Concussion lawsuits are next big US litigation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120630_17_0_LOSANG62472

Food inflation data shows stabilization for prices of most items

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=47&articleid=20120701_46_E1_ULNSht285770

Stocks: Market mixed in early trading

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_51_0_NEWYOR212898

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644
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Grocery-store wine-sales measure advances

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Editorial: State leaders still resisting compliance with 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243

How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural Center?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436

Federal government vs. PSA testing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120624_222_G3_TheUni627415

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Hubcap Alley property owners seek fair compensation for relocation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/hubcap-alley-property-owners-seek-fair-

compensation-for-relocation-real-estate/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-

capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-

estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-

energy/

 

Oil soars 9 pct. as Europe moves to tackle crisis
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oil-soars-9-pct-as-europe-moves-to-tackle-

crisis-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

Court: Lawyers not responsible for fraud by client

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/court-lawyers-not-responsible-for-fraud-by-

client-energy/

 

Law students to study health care ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/

 

New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/

 

Okla. Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/okla-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-

petition-law/

 

World markets surge after Europe finds rescue plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/world-markets-surge-after-europe-finds-rescue-

plan-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-

maintain-staffing-levels

 

Unit prepares for deployment

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118586/Unit-prepares-for-deployment

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-

wine-fight

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724812/Lawmakers-consider-next-

move-for-museum

 

State court upholds wine initiative petition

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724179/State-court-upholds-wine-

initiative-petition
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
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http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 30-July 2, 2012
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:09:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma's Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-capitol-other-state-buildings-become-tobacco-free-

sunday/article/3688941#ixzz1zTP959Kb

 

Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol's paintings, experts say 

http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-oklahoma-capitols-paintings-experts-

say/article/3689223#ixzz1zTL4szIq

 

Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-

bill/article/3688751#ixzz1zTMb49ts

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Man says murder confession was 'coerced' by Montana police 

http://newsok.com/man-says-murder-confession-was-coerced-by-montana-

police/article/3688926#ixzz1zTRB65wW

 

Judge closes attorney's perjury case from public view 

http://newsok.com/judge-closes-attorneys-perjury-case-from-public-

view/article/3689166#ixzz1zTPOHyB0

 

Top drug ring suspects were caught near Tecumseh High School 

http://newsok.com/top-drug-ring-suspects-were-caught-near-tecumseh-high-

school/article/3688788#ixzz1zTPq0TFG

 

Dozens of sex offenders may have to leave trailer park ministry 

http://newsok.com/dozens-of-sex-offenders-may-have-to-leave-trailer-park-

ministry/article/3688988#ixzz1zTR15oSf

 

Former Sapulpa coach charged with sex crimes

http://newsok.com/former-sapulpa-coach-charged-with-sex-crimes/article/3689328

 

Oklahoma man featured on “America's Most Wanted” gets 25-year term in sex case 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-man-featured-on-americas-most-wanted-gets-25-year-
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term-in-sex-case/article/3689028#ixzz1zTPd9lgw

 

Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows

http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-

flows/article/3689222#ixzz1zTLPZP1i

 

Oklahoma City councilman questions dedicated zoo funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-councilman-questions-dedicated-zoo-

funding/article/3689227

 

Zoo funding in regional cities

http://newsok.com/zoo-funding-in-regional-cities/article/3689228?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond native one of first women to graduate West Point 

http://newsok.com/edmond-native-one-of-first-women-to-graduate-west-

point/article/3688919#ixzz1zTLmvCpn

 

Holocaust tour brings together students, veterans and survivors 

http://newsok.com/holocaust-tour-brings-together-students-veterans-and-

survivors/article/3689155#ixzz1zTMzgETq

 

New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees 

http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-

employees/article/3689046#ixzz1zTLwTvIs

 

State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site 

http://newsok.com/state-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-

site/article/3688925#ixzz1zTQMNb5y

 

Oklahoma Agricultural Department program gives starting farmers a helping hand 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-

farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218#ixzz1zTQqNxbx

 

High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-

oklahoma/article/3688620#ixzz1zTND7rV1

 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTNLoAUE

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/okla-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-

petition-law/

 

World markets surge after Europe finds rescue plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/world-markets-surge-after-europe-finds-rescue-

plan-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-

maintain-staffing-levels

 

Unit prepares for deployment

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118586/Unit-prepares-for-deployment

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-

wine-fight

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724812/Lawmakers-consider-next-

move-for-museum

 

State court upholds wine initiative petition

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724179/State-court-upholds-wine-

initiative-petition
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/


http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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http://www.kfor.com/
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From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 30-July 2, 2012
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:09:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma's Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-capitol-other-state-buildings-become-tobacco-free-

sunday/article/3688941#ixzz1zTP959Kb

 

Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol's paintings, experts say 

http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-oklahoma-capitols-paintings-experts-

say/article/3689223#ixzz1zTL4szIq

 

Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-

bill/article/3688751#ixzz1zTMb49ts

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Man says murder confession was 'coerced' by Montana police 

http://newsok.com/man-says-murder-confession-was-coerced-by-montana-

police/article/3688926#ixzz1zTRB65wW

 

Judge closes attorney's perjury case from public view 

http://newsok.com/judge-closes-attorneys-perjury-case-from-public-

view/article/3689166#ixzz1zTPOHyB0

 

Top drug ring suspects were caught near Tecumseh High School 

http://newsok.com/top-drug-ring-suspects-were-caught-near-tecumseh-high-

school/article/3688788#ixzz1zTPq0TFG

 

Dozens of sex offenders may have to leave trailer park ministry 

http://newsok.com/dozens-of-sex-offenders-may-have-to-leave-trailer-park-

ministry/article/3688988#ixzz1zTR15oSf

 

Former Sapulpa coach charged with sex crimes

http://newsok.com/former-sapulpa-coach-charged-with-sex-crimes/article/3689328

 

Oklahoma man featured on “America's Most Wanted” gets 25-year term in sex case 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-man-featured-on-americas-most-wanted-gets-25-year-
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term-in-sex-case/article/3689028#ixzz1zTPd9lgw

 

Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows

http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-

flows/article/3689222#ixzz1zTLPZP1i

 

Oklahoma City councilman questions dedicated zoo funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-councilman-questions-dedicated-zoo-

funding/article/3689227

 

Zoo funding in regional cities

http://newsok.com/zoo-funding-in-regional-cities/article/3689228?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond native one of first women to graduate West Point 

http://newsok.com/edmond-native-one-of-first-women-to-graduate-west-

point/article/3688919#ixzz1zTLmvCpn

 

Holocaust tour brings together students, veterans and survivors 

http://newsok.com/holocaust-tour-brings-together-students-veterans-and-

survivors/article/3689155#ixzz1zTMzgETq

 

New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees 

http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-

employees/article/3689046#ixzz1zTLwTvIs

 

State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site 

http://newsok.com/state-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-

site/article/3688925#ixzz1zTQMNb5y

 

Oklahoma Agricultural Department program gives starting farmers a helping hand 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-

farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218#ixzz1zTQqNxbx

 

High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-

oklahoma/article/3688620#ixzz1zTND7rV1

 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTNLoAUE

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

ScissorTales: Oklahoma Southern Baptists answer the call when disasters hit 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-southern-baptists-answer-the-call-when-

disasters-hit/article/3688611#ixzz1zTNshzMP

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 
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http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

As details of Sandusky case fade, the lessons must be remembered 

http://newsok.com/as-details-of-sandusky-case-fade-the-lessons-must-be-

remembered/article/3688630#ixzz1zTO88lTX
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463

Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976

Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Light from state Capitol dome windows is damaging artwork

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A8_CUTLIN547178

Rivers in Oklahoma running low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_12_A15_CUTLIN929479

Tulsans represent key areas of debate over health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN298773

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121
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New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177

Troops of 120th ready for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A13_CUTLIN594206

Affordable Care Act questions and answers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Owasso gives itself high marks for most categories

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_12_A16_ULNSbR700475

Sex offenders in OKC trailer colony have to find new homes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A20_CUTLIN127156

Holiday weekend brings rise in road fatalities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A2_CUTLIN491856

Oklahoma Candidates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120701_688_A8_Alooka88532

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Wayne Pettigrew...

Dan Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900

Review: Changes needed in National Guard, Reserve pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_0_WASHIN430234

White House calls health-care mandate a penalty, not a tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Excerpts from health-care rulings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A11_Herear166535

For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082

Districts call law unconstitutional

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120630_19_A15_AnOkla524216

Oklahoma CareerTech student info published inadvertently

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120630_19_A17_Dataco587681

Two denied diploma appeals cases divide state panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282

GOP candidates in Oklahoma's 2nd district want to see health care act repealed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120630_16_A1_ULNSrn209193

Concussion lawsuits are next big US litigation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120630_17_0_LOSANG62472

Food inflation data shows stabilization for prices of most items

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=47&articleid=20120701_46_E1_ULNSht285770

Stocks: Market mixed in early trading

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_51_0_NEWYOR212898

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644
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Grocery-store wine-sales measure advances

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Editorial: State leaders still resisting compliance with 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243

How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural Center?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436

Federal government vs. PSA testing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120624_222_G3_TheUni627415

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Hubcap Alley property owners seek fair compensation for relocation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/hubcap-alley-property-owners-seek-fair-

compensation-for-relocation-real-estate/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-

capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-

estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-

energy/

 

Oil soars 9 pct. as Europe moves to tackle crisis
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oil-soars-9-pct-as-europe-moves-to-tackle-

crisis-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

Court: Lawyers not responsible for fraud by client

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/court-lawyers-not-responsible-for-fraud-by-

client-energy/

 

Law students to study health care ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/

 

New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/

 

Okla. Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/okla-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-

petition-law/

 

World markets surge after Europe finds rescue plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/world-markets-surge-after-europe-finds-rescue-

plan-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-

maintain-staffing-levels

 

Unit prepares for deployment

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118586/Unit-prepares-for-deployment

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-

wine-fight

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724812/Lawmakers-consider-next-

move-for-museum

 

State court upholds wine initiative petition

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724179/State-court-upholds-wine-

initiative-petition
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
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http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 8, 2012
Date: Friday, June 08, 2012 9:36:26 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Boeing opens second OKC facility; will expand to 1,200 jobs by 2014 

http://newsok.com/boeing-opens-second-okc-facility-will-expand-to-1200-jobs-by-

2014/article/3682369#ixzz1xD7Y6fCC

 

State of Oklahoma appeals abortion drug ruling

http://newsok.com/state-of-oklahoma-appeals-abortion-drug-ruling/article/3682384

 

Education officials agree to redact student data in appeals 

http://newsok.com/education-officials-agree-to-redact-student-data-in-

appeals/article/3682465#ixzz1xD5dGLql

 

CDC: Older teens often text while behind the wheel 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cdc-older-teens-often-text-while-behind-the-

wheel/article/feed/391262#ixzz1xDAJa4BR

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission denies interim rate increase for OG&E 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporation-commission-denies-interim-rate-increase-

for-oge/article/3682375#ixzz1xD7kEREe

 

Emergency rules are in works for pet breeders 

http://newsok.com/emergency-rules-are-in-works-for-pet-

breeders/article/3682438#ixzz1xD5oPXH0

 

Oklahoma officials encourage state employees to change passwords following

LinkedIn security breach 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-encourage-state-employees-to-change-

passwords-following-linkedin-security-breach/article/3682362#ixzz1xD3Hn9nM

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xD3g8QJL

 

Oklahoma delegation is heading to energy trade show in Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-delegation-is-heading-to-energy-trade-show-in-

calgary-alberta-canada/article/3682342#ixzz1xD3mANk9

 

Six charged with murder in Oklahoma jail inmate’s death 

http://newsok.com/six-charged-with-murder-in-oklahoma-jail-inmates-

death/article/3682485#ixzz1xDA5jd45
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Misuse of Oklahoma County property a long-running practice in District 2 

http://newsok.com/misuse-of-oklahoma-county-property-a-long-running-practice-in-

district-2/article/3682422#ixzz1xD4qp11I

 

Oklahoma County budget in final stages of approval

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-budget-in-final-stages-of-

approval/article/3682413#ixzz1xD4eE8Ol

 

Jury deadlocks in road rage trial of Edmond man 

http://newsok.com/jury-deadlocks-in-road-rage-trial-of-edmond-

man/article/3682449#ixzz1xD6MPmUG

 

For Weleetka, deaths sparked many changes

http://newsok.com/for-weleetka-deaths-sparked-many-changes/article/3682466

 

Authorities seize counterfeit NBA merchandise

http://newsok.com/authorities-seize-counterfeit-nba-merchandise/article/3682356

 

Oklahoma City Thunder fans scramble for commemorative T-shirts 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-thunder-fans-scramble-for-commemorative-t-

shirts/article/3682370#ixzz1xD83z2Ip

 

NBA Finals: Ketch Design Centre has eye-catching tribute to Thunder and James

Harden's beard 

http://newsok.com/nba-finals-ketch-design-centre-has-eye-catching-tribute-to-

thunder-and-james-hardens-beard/article/3682359#ixzz1xD3RmOB2

 

Streets west of arena in Oklahoma City to be closed for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/streets-west-of-arena-in-oklahoma-city-to-be-closed-for-nba-

finals/article/3682354#ixzz1xD3waqYV

 

Downtown Oklahoma City hotels booked for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/downtown-oklahoma-city-hotels-booked-for-nba-

finals/article/3682361#ixzz1xD9E7WqP

 

Reba McEntire receives the Annie Oakley Society Award in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/reba-mcentire-receives-the-annie-oakley-society-award-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3682385#ixzz1xD6nqXa3

 

OU diabetes center offers $250,000 research prize

http://newsok.com/ou-diabetes-center-offers-250000-research-prize/article/3682309

 

Red Earth Festival adds sculpture exhibit at Myriad Gardens

http://newsok.com/red-earth-festival-adds-sculpture-exhibit-at-myriad-

gardens/article/3682276#ixzz1xDCBO3wd

 

Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association headquarters is taking shape 
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-independent-petroleum-association-headquarters-is-

taking-shape/article/3682341#ixzz1xD7sb8El

 

Chesapeake to address shareholders today

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-address-shareholders-today/article/3682462?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Reuters: The lavish and leveraged life of Aubrey McClendon 

http://newsok.com/reuters-the-lavish-and-leveraged-life-of-aubrey-

mcclendon/article/3682355#ixzz1xD8bVokK

 

Energy companies making progress in Oklahoma City moves 

http://newsok.com/energy-companies-making-progress-in-oklahoma-city-

moves/article/3682378#ixzz1xD8n8lQo

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in first quarter 

http://newsok.com/stocks-help-lift-u.s.-household-wealth-in-first-

quarter/article/3682488#ixzz1xD918siT

 

Players, front office, fans comprise successful Thunder formula 

http://newsok.com/players-front-office-fans-comprise-successful-thunder-

formula/article/3682274#ixzz1xD9OGl00

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xD9UQv2P

 

Federal bills will safe lives of humans, exotic animals 

http://newsok.com/federal-bills-will-safe-lives-of-humans-exotic-

animals/article/3682285#ixzz1xD9tdFUK

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma attorney general appeals abortion-drug decision

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO530598

 

Education department to redact information

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120608_19_A1_Amidou880588

 

Emergency rules for pet breeders coming soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO981127
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Lead-paint rules addressed in Inhofe, Sullivan bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251

 

Attention Tulsans: Pre-delivery trash-cart selections due Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120608_11_A1_Friday271920

 

Sales-tax revenue for city up 10.8 percent over last June

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851

 

City asked to explain proposed rate hikes to residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398

 

Friends of the Fairgrounds board dissolves itself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237

 

City councilor's criticism upsets Planning Commission member

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A14_CUTLIN445781

 

AP IMPACT: Suicides are surging among US troops

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066

 

Medical examiner IDs man killed in fiery Cherokee County wreck

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120608_298_0_Thesta872306

 

Sapulpa contestant wins top swimsuit honors in Miss Oklahoma preliminary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A13_ASplaw661199

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Senate panel advances 2 Oklahoma judicial nominees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301
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Weleetka remembers two young girls killed 4 years ago today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A1_CUTLIN713111

 

15 officers honored for actions in Tulsa courthouse shooting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_CUTLIN973434

 

OU President Boren announces $250,000 Hamm prize for diabetes research

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120608_11_A13_CUTLIN406720

 

Man police shot suspected of killing wife

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN946446

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Rights waiver

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Statee441468

 

Kids on the Thunder roll into the NBA finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Theres594615

 

Tax credits are boost to state aerospace industry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120608_65_A17_ULNSbe236383

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Corporation Commission blocks OG&E interim rate increase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/corporation-commission-blocks-oge-interim-

rate-increase-energy/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/

 

Red Earth festival opens in downtown OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/red-earth-festival-opens-in-downtown-okc-

general-new/
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Oklahoma rallies to watch Thunder roll

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/winning-thunder-unites-state-general-news/

 

Communications union wins ruling on American Airlines vote

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/communications-union-wins-ruling-on-american-

airlines-vote-aerospace/

 

Bernanke signals no imminent steps to aid economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/bernanke-signals-no-imminent-steps-to-aid-

economy-finance/

 

Stock rally fades; no immediate help from Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stock-rally-fades-no-immediate-help-from-fed-

finance/

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in Q1

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stocks-help-lift-u-s-household-wealth-in-q1-

finance/

 

30-year mortgage drops to record-low 3.67 percent

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/30-year-mortgage-drops-to-record-low-3-67-

percent-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/


http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 8, 2012
Date: Friday, June 08, 2012 9:36:26 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Boeing opens second OKC facility; will expand to 1,200 jobs by 2014 

http://newsok.com/boeing-opens-second-okc-facility-will-expand-to-1200-jobs-by-

2014/article/3682369#ixzz1xD7Y6fCC

 

State of Oklahoma appeals abortion drug ruling

http://newsok.com/state-of-oklahoma-appeals-abortion-drug-ruling/article/3682384

 

Education officials agree to redact student data in appeals 

http://newsok.com/education-officials-agree-to-redact-student-data-in-

appeals/article/3682465#ixzz1xD5dGLql

 

CDC: Older teens often text while behind the wheel 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cdc-older-teens-often-text-while-behind-the-

wheel/article/feed/391262#ixzz1xDAJa4BR

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission denies interim rate increase for OG&E 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporation-commission-denies-interim-rate-increase-

for-oge/article/3682375#ixzz1xD7kEREe

 

Emergency rules are in works for pet breeders 

http://newsok.com/emergency-rules-are-in-works-for-pet-

breeders/article/3682438#ixzz1xD5oPXH0

 

Oklahoma officials encourage state employees to change passwords following

LinkedIn security breach 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-encourage-state-employees-to-change-

passwords-following-linkedin-security-breach/article/3682362#ixzz1xD3Hn9nM

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xD3g8QJL

 

Oklahoma delegation is heading to energy trade show in Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-delegation-is-heading-to-energy-trade-show-in-

calgary-alberta-canada/article/3682342#ixzz1xD3mANk9

 

Six charged with murder in Oklahoma jail inmate’s death 

http://newsok.com/six-charged-with-murder-in-oklahoma-jail-inmates-

death/article/3682485#ixzz1xDA5jd45
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Misuse of Oklahoma County property a long-running practice in District 2 

http://newsok.com/misuse-of-oklahoma-county-property-a-long-running-practice-in-

district-2/article/3682422#ixzz1xD4qp11I

 

Oklahoma County budget in final stages of approval

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-budget-in-final-stages-of-

approval/article/3682413#ixzz1xD4eE8Ol

 

Jury deadlocks in road rage trial of Edmond man 

http://newsok.com/jury-deadlocks-in-road-rage-trial-of-edmond-

man/article/3682449#ixzz1xD6MPmUG

 

For Weleetka, deaths sparked many changes

http://newsok.com/for-weleetka-deaths-sparked-many-changes/article/3682466

 

Authorities seize counterfeit NBA merchandise

http://newsok.com/authorities-seize-counterfeit-nba-merchandise/article/3682356

 

Oklahoma City Thunder fans scramble for commemorative T-shirts 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-thunder-fans-scramble-for-commemorative-t-

shirts/article/3682370#ixzz1xD83z2Ip

 

NBA Finals: Ketch Design Centre has eye-catching tribute to Thunder and James

Harden's beard 

http://newsok.com/nba-finals-ketch-design-centre-has-eye-catching-tribute-to-

thunder-and-james-hardens-beard/article/3682359#ixzz1xD3RmOB2

 

Streets west of arena in Oklahoma City to be closed for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/streets-west-of-arena-in-oklahoma-city-to-be-closed-for-nba-

finals/article/3682354#ixzz1xD3waqYV

 

Downtown Oklahoma City hotels booked for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/downtown-oklahoma-city-hotels-booked-for-nba-

finals/article/3682361#ixzz1xD9E7WqP

 

Reba McEntire receives the Annie Oakley Society Award in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/reba-mcentire-receives-the-annie-oakley-society-award-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3682385#ixzz1xD6nqXa3

 

OU diabetes center offers $250,000 research prize

http://newsok.com/ou-diabetes-center-offers-250000-research-prize/article/3682309

 

Red Earth Festival adds sculpture exhibit at Myriad Gardens

http://newsok.com/red-earth-festival-adds-sculpture-exhibit-at-myriad-

gardens/article/3682276#ixzz1xDCBO3wd

 

Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association headquarters is taking shape 
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-independent-petroleum-association-headquarters-is-

taking-shape/article/3682341#ixzz1xD7sb8El

 

Chesapeake to address shareholders today

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-address-shareholders-today/article/3682462?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Reuters: The lavish and leveraged life of Aubrey McClendon 

http://newsok.com/reuters-the-lavish-and-leveraged-life-of-aubrey-

mcclendon/article/3682355#ixzz1xD8bVokK

 

Energy companies making progress in Oklahoma City moves 

http://newsok.com/energy-companies-making-progress-in-oklahoma-city-

moves/article/3682378#ixzz1xD8n8lQo

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in first quarter 

http://newsok.com/stocks-help-lift-u.s.-household-wealth-in-first-

quarter/article/3682488#ixzz1xD918siT

 

Players, front office, fans comprise successful Thunder formula 

http://newsok.com/players-front-office-fans-comprise-successful-thunder-

formula/article/3682274#ixzz1xD9OGl00

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xD9UQv2P

 

Federal bills will safe lives of humans, exotic animals 

http://newsok.com/federal-bills-will-safe-lives-of-humans-exotic-

animals/article/3682285#ixzz1xD9tdFUK

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma attorney general appeals abortion-drug decision

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO530598

 

Education department to redact information

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120608_19_A1_Amidou880588

 

Emergency rules for pet breeders coming soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO981127
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Lead-paint rules addressed in Inhofe, Sullivan bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251

 

Attention Tulsans: Pre-delivery trash-cart selections due Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120608_11_A1_Friday271920

 

Sales-tax revenue for city up 10.8 percent over last June

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851

 

City asked to explain proposed rate hikes to residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398

 

Friends of the Fairgrounds board dissolves itself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237

 

City councilor's criticism upsets Planning Commission member

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A14_CUTLIN445781

 

AP IMPACT: Suicides are surging among US troops

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066

 

Medical examiner IDs man killed in fiery Cherokee County wreck

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120608_298_0_Thesta872306

 

Sapulpa contestant wins top swimsuit honors in Miss Oklahoma preliminary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A13_ASplaw661199

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Senate panel advances 2 Oklahoma judicial nominees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301
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Weleetka remembers two young girls killed 4 years ago today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A1_CUTLIN713111

 

15 officers honored for actions in Tulsa courthouse shooting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_CUTLIN973434

 

OU President Boren announces $250,000 Hamm prize for diabetes research

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120608_11_A13_CUTLIN406720

 

Man police shot suspected of killing wife

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN946446

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Rights waiver

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Statee441468

 

Kids on the Thunder roll into the NBA finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Theres594615

 

Tax credits are boost to state aerospace industry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120608_65_A17_ULNSbe236383

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Corporation Commission blocks OG&E interim rate increase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/corporation-commission-blocks-oge-interim-

rate-increase-energy/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/

 

Red Earth festival opens in downtown OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/red-earth-festival-opens-in-downtown-okc-

general-new/
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Oklahoma rallies to watch Thunder roll

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/winning-thunder-unites-state-general-news/

 

Communications union wins ruling on American Airlines vote

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/communications-union-wins-ruling-on-american-

airlines-vote-aerospace/

 

Bernanke signals no imminent steps to aid economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/bernanke-signals-no-imminent-steps-to-aid-

economy-finance/

 

Stock rally fades; no immediate help from Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stock-rally-fades-no-immediate-help-from-fed-

finance/

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in Q1

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stocks-help-lift-u-s-household-wealth-in-q1-

finance/

 

30-year mortgage drops to record-low 3.67 percent

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/30-year-mortgage-drops-to-record-low-3-67-

percent-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
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http://www.dallasnews.com/


http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 9-11, 2012
Date: Monday, June 11, 2012 9:37:20 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Four Republicans run in primary race for redrawn Oklahoma Senate District 43

http://newsok.com/four-republicans-run-in-primary-race-for-redrawn-oklahoma-

senate-district-43/article/3683261#ixzz1xUX3vz6h

 

Republicans chasing relatively few votes in eastern Oklahoma congressional race

http://newsok.com/republicans-chasing-relatively-few-votes-in-eastern-oklahoma-

congressional-race/article/3683037#ixzz1xUXLrtaj

 

Romney should consider Coburn as running mate, Oklahoma congressman says

http://newsok.com/romney-should-consider-coburn-as-running-mate-oklahoma-

congressman-says/article/3683102#ixzz1xUXgY9Mz

 

Oklahoma House District 39 race heats up in Edmond

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-39-race-heats-up-in-

edmond/article/3683038#ixzz1xUXyrTwm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin acts on last of 2012 session's measures

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-acts-on-last-of-2012-sessions-

measures/article/3682722#ixzz1xUYAKvoe

 

Oklahoma County looks to cut employee health care costs with new clinic

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-looks-to-cut-employee-health-care-costs-with-

new-clinic/article/3682740#ixzz1xUYOYyzA

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xUVGZVfU

 

New Romney ad hits Obama's 'just fine' gaffe again

http://newsok.com/new-romney-ad-hits-obamas-just-fine-gaffe-

again/article/feed/392456#ixzz1xUW2zWoC

 

Oklahoma Corrections Department pays $20 million annually to county jails

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corrections-department-pays-20-million-annually-to-

county-jails/article/3683263#ixzz1xUWd8xbb

 

Oklahoma City police put lower priority on property crimes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-put-lower-priority-on-property-

crimes/article/3683262#ixzz1xUWpQYfa
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Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUYdHWiy

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for June 9

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-june-9/article/3682707

 

Sting nets 190 child predators, including Oklahoma City man

http://newsok.com/sting-nets-190-child-predators-including-oklahoma-city-

man/article/3682761#ixzz1xUZGfodl

 

Edmond politics get dirty between “lobbyist-funded” incumbent and “celebrity”

challenger

http://newsok.com/edmond-politics-get-dirty-between-lobbyist-funded-incumbent-

and-celebrity-challenger/article/3682905#ixzz1xUZSUvYU

 

Oklahoma governor eyes voluntary consolidations of school districts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-eyes-voluntary-consolidations-of-school-

districts/article/3682716#ixzz1xUZgIHWP

 

Oklahoma City's 'Secret Millionaire' stars hope donations lead to awareness of

disabilities

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-secret-millionaire-stars-hope-donations-lead-to-

awareness-of-disabilities/article/3683256#ixzz1xUaKSxKW

 

Edmond is taking applications for six new police officers

http://newsok.com/edmond-is-taking-applications-for-six-new-police-

officers/article/3682630#ixzz1xUaW7TU0

 

Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUaiTrm2

 

Oklahoma City metro cities kick off summer concerts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-cities-kick-off-summer-

concerts/article/3682621#ixzz1xUauQ2Ov

 

Norman's Jazz in June will feature saxophonist David Sanborn

http://newsok.com/normans-jazz-in-june-will-feature-saxophonist-david-

sanborn/article/3682709#ixzz1xUb4eMlW

 

Thunder-Heat: Limited supply of NBA Finals tickets sends prices soaring

http://newsok.com/thunder-heat-limited-supply-of-nba-finals-tickets-sends-prices-

soaring/article/3683267#ixzz1xUbQSvAr

 

Oklahoma farmers urged to guard against grasshoppers

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-farmers-urged-to-guard-against-
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grasshoppers/article/3683117

 

Oklahoma family lost nearly everything in 2011 tornado, but not each other

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-family-lost-nearly-everything-in-2011-tornado-but-not-

each-other/article/3683255#ixzz1xUbyQGjg

 

Double-decker McDonald's coming to Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/double-decker-mcdonalds-coming-to-oklahoma-

city/article/3682758

 

Oklahoma state tax credit for energy-efficient housing is a go again July 1

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-tax-credit-for-energy-efficient-housing-is-a-go-

again-july-1/article/3682698#ixzz1xUcjhyPW

 

Chesapeake announces sale of pipeline assets

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-announces-sale-of-pipeline-assets/article/3682710

 

State education board needs to reach compromise on student appeals information

http://newsok.com/state-education-board-needs-to-reach-compromise-on-student-

appeals-information/article/3682609#ixzz1xUdYOrwV

 

Oklahoma legislators find ways to save state some money

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-find-ways-to-save-state-some-

money/article/3682607#ixzz1xUdlTr6f

 

Questioning lawmakers' sanity is no way to win an argument

http://newsok.com/questioning-lawmakers-sanity-is-no-way-to-win-an-

argument/article/3682595#ixzz1xUdxA9lr

 

Effort to rate Oklahoma judges is a far cry from judicial bullying

http://newsok.com/effort-to-rate-oklahoma-judges-is-a-far-cry-from-judicial-

bullying/article/3682596#ixzz1xUe7ZoWA

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xUeK7HxX

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Tax refund debit cards draw criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120611_16_A1_OKLAHO797415

 

Health care legislation at center of GOP's deciding race for state House District 68

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

39617
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120611_16_A9_TulsaR730969

 

Prison transfer backlog strains jail space, budgets

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_16_A13_Thesta815675

 

Officials say voting problems corrected for June 26 primary election

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A1_CUTLIN812439

 

Coburn suggested as Romney running mate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_16_A20_CUTLIN147084

 

Political Report: State boards confuse and conflict

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_Therec99553

 

Sunday morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_hLtGov124998

 

Political Notebook: Sullivan, Bridenstine to appear together

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_hSulli665971

 

Dispute over Tahlequah casino settled by tribe, state of Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120609_11_A1_Adispu535462

 

U.S. Rep. John Sullivan fights for Tulsa Jail funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120609_16_A1_Animmi238034

 

Holder appoints 2 US attorneys to lead leaks probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120609_13_0_WASHIN34711

 

Three Republicans seek vacated House seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_16_A17_CUTLIN741729

 

2 candidates for clerk had legal problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_688_A17_hrimgs678450

 

Ex-mayor Taylor seeks open seat on transit board

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A17_CUTLIN223643

 

Obama campaign woos Hispanics with TV, radio ads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_CUTLIN913088

 

GOP groups top Democrats in TV spending by far

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_WASHIN288943

 

Trade puts US-Russian relations at turning point

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A13_WASHIN958223

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A22_hQuota652463

 

Activists jab Obama and Romney on economy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_688_0_hrimgs766280

 

Man transported to Tulsa hospital in critical condition after cow crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120611_12_0_TONKAW705588

 

Oklahoma City's 'Secret Millionaire' stars hope donations lead to awareness of

disabilities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/article.aspx?

subjectid=371&articleid=20120611_371_0_OLHMIY624462

 

Funds available to help Oklahomans cool homes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_0_OKLAHO720063

 

Budget cuts put pressure on school reading programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120611_19_A9_CUTLIN242731

 

New Miss Oklahoma had to overcome shyness

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_Youmig235169

 

ME's death records system moves ahead

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120610_11_A1_Transf212789

 

2 men escape minimum security Oklahoma prison
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_WOODWA445282

 

Barkley visit to Okla. City bombing museum hailed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_OKLAHO303304

 

Tulsa judge wants unified approach to child abuse and delinquency

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_bEdito374596

 

Task force to launch effort to curb distracted driving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_CUTLIN758709

 

Jury recommends 125-year sentence in child abuse case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120611_11_A5_CUTLIN496414

 

Miss Oklahoma has record-breaking talent for tap dancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A8_CUTLIN241678

 

TU program helps nonprofits with promotional materials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A2_CUTLIN542789

 

New TPD policies enforce ethics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_11_A1_CUTLIN924295

 

Youth Leadership Oklahoma class selected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A22_Moreth626791

 

Harris staff disputes claims he should be barred from Sweeney case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_14_A23_TulsaC216921

 

Creek County Sheriff's Office assumes Mounds law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A23_MOUNDS300774

 

Recovering

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Tulsas793077

 

Two gift telescopes could keep Hubble program alive
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Hmnaes795090

 

Bridges, roads get big boost in state aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120609_61_A20_CUTLIN917490

 

Keep up pressure against distracted driving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120609_61_A20_USTran130093

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake shareholders give thumbs-down to executive pay, support reforms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-shareholders-give-thumbs-down-

to-executive-pay-support-reforms-energy/

 

Chesapeake Energy to sell midstream subsidiary for $4 billion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-energy-sells-midstream-subsidiary-

for-4-billion-energy/

 

Fallin signs final bills from 2012 session

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/fallin-signs-final-bills-from-2012-session-capitol/

 

Two Chesapeake directors to resign

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/two-chesapeake-board-members-to-resign-

energy/

 

Oil jobs growing in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-jobs-growing-in-tulsa-energy/

 

Officers crack down on counterfeit Thunder merchandise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/officers-crack-down-on-counterfeit-thunder-

merchandise-law/

 

Natural gas prices remain depressed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/natural-gas-prices-remain-depressed-energy/

 

Political parties look to mobilize voters for primary

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/political-parties-look-to-mobilize-voters-for-

primary-capitol/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/
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Roth: More on a clean-energy standard

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/roth-unpacking-a-national-clean-energy-

standard-part-2-opinion/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 

Oil price slips on weak economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-price-slips-on-weak-economy-energy/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 9-11, 2012
Date: Monday, June 11, 2012 9:37:19 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Four Republicans run in primary race for redrawn Oklahoma Senate District 43

http://newsok.com/four-republicans-run-in-primary-race-for-redrawn-oklahoma-

senate-district-43/article/3683261#ixzz1xUX3vz6h

 

Republicans chasing relatively few votes in eastern Oklahoma congressional race

http://newsok.com/republicans-chasing-relatively-few-votes-in-eastern-oklahoma-

congressional-race/article/3683037#ixzz1xUXLrtaj

 

Romney should consider Coburn as running mate, Oklahoma congressman says

http://newsok.com/romney-should-consider-coburn-as-running-mate-oklahoma-

congressman-says/article/3683102#ixzz1xUXgY9Mz

 

Oklahoma House District 39 race heats up in Edmond

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-39-race-heats-up-in-

edmond/article/3683038#ixzz1xUXyrTwm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin acts on last of 2012 session's measures

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-acts-on-last-of-2012-sessions-

measures/article/3682722#ixzz1xUYAKvoe

 

Oklahoma County looks to cut employee health care costs with new clinic

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-looks-to-cut-employee-health-care-costs-with-

new-clinic/article/3682740#ixzz1xUYOYyzA

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xUVGZVfU

 

New Romney ad hits Obama's 'just fine' gaffe again

http://newsok.com/new-romney-ad-hits-obamas-just-fine-gaffe-

again/article/feed/392456#ixzz1xUW2zWoC

 

Oklahoma Corrections Department pays $20 million annually to county jails

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corrections-department-pays-20-million-annually-to-

county-jails/article/3683263#ixzz1xUWd8xbb

 

Oklahoma City police put lower priority on property crimes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-put-lower-priority-on-property-

crimes/article/3683262#ixzz1xUWpQYfa
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Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUYdHWiy

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for June 9

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-june-9/article/3682707

 

Sting nets 190 child predators, including Oklahoma City man

http://newsok.com/sting-nets-190-child-predators-including-oklahoma-city-

man/article/3682761#ixzz1xUZGfodl

 

Edmond politics get dirty between “lobbyist-funded” incumbent and “celebrity”

challenger

http://newsok.com/edmond-politics-get-dirty-between-lobbyist-funded-incumbent-

and-celebrity-challenger/article/3682905#ixzz1xUZSUvYU

 

Oklahoma governor eyes voluntary consolidations of school districts
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Oklahoma City's 'Secret Millionaire' stars hope donations lead to awareness of

disabilities

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-secret-millionaire-stars-hope-donations-lead-to-

awareness-of-disabilities/article/3683256#ixzz1xUaKSxKW

 

Edmond is taking applications for six new police officers
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Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies
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Oklahoma City metro cities kick off summer concerts
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Norman's Jazz in June will feature saxophonist David Sanborn
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Thunder-Heat: Limited supply of NBA Finals tickets sends prices soaring

http://newsok.com/thunder-heat-limited-supply-of-nba-finals-tickets-sends-prices-
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Oklahoma farmers urged to guard against grasshoppers
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Oklahoma family lost nearly everything in 2011 tornado, but not each other
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Double-decker McDonald's coming to Oklahoma City
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Oklahoma state tax credit for energy-efficient housing is a go again July 1
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Chesapeake announces sale of pipeline assets
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State education board needs to reach compromise on student appeals information
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Oklahoma legislators find ways to save state some money
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Questioning lawmakers' sanity is no way to win an argument
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Effort to rate Oklahoma judges is a far cry from judicial bullying
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Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma
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Health care legislation at center of GOP's deciding race for state House District 68

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

39626

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-farmers-urged-to-guard-against-grasshoppers/article/3683117
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-family-lost-nearly-everything-in-2011-tornado-but-not-each-other/article/3683255#ixzz1xUbyQGjg
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-family-lost-nearly-everything-in-2011-tornado-but-not-each-other/article/3683255#ixzz1xUbyQGjg
http://newsok.com/double-decker-mcdonalds-coming-to-oklahoma-city/article/3682758
http://newsok.com/double-decker-mcdonalds-coming-to-oklahoma-city/article/3682758
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-tax-credit-for-energy-efficient-housing-is-a-go-again-july-1/article/3682698#ixzz1xUcjhyPW
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-tax-credit-for-energy-efficient-housing-is-a-go-again-july-1/article/3682698#ixzz1xUcjhyPW
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-announces-sale-of-pipeline-assets/article/3682710
http://newsok.com/state-education-board-needs-to-reach-compromise-on-student-appeals-information/article/3682609#ixzz1xUdYOrwV
http://newsok.com/state-education-board-needs-to-reach-compromise-on-student-appeals-information/article/3682609#ixzz1xUdYOrwV
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-find-ways-to-save-state-some-money/article/3682607#ixzz1xUdlTr6f
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-find-ways-to-save-state-some-money/article/3682607#ixzz1xUdlTr6f
http://newsok.com/questioning-lawmakers-sanity-is-no-way-to-win-an-argument/article/3682595#ixzz1xUdxA9lr
http://newsok.com/questioning-lawmakers-sanity-is-no-way-to-win-an-argument/article/3682595#ixzz1xUdxA9lr
http://newsok.com/effort-to-rate-oklahoma-judges-is-a-far-cry-from-judicial-bullying/article/3682596#ixzz1xUe7ZoWA
http://newsok.com/effort-to-rate-oklahoma-judges-is-a-far-cry-from-judicial-bullying/article/3682596#ixzz1xUe7ZoWA
http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xUeK7HxX
http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xUeK7HxX
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120611_16_A1_OKLAHO797415
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120611_16_A1_OKLAHO797415
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120611_16_A9_TulsaR730969


subjectid=336&articleid=20120611_16_A9_TulsaR730969

 

Prison transfer backlog strains jail space, budgets

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_16_A13_Thesta815675

 

Officials say voting problems corrected for June 26 primary election

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A1_CUTLIN812439

 

Coburn suggested as Romney running mate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_16_A20_CUTLIN147084

 

Political Report: State boards confuse and conflict

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_Therec99553

 

Sunday morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_hLtGov124998

 

Political Notebook: Sullivan, Bridenstine to appear together

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_hSulli665971
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2 candidates for clerk had legal problems
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Ex-mayor Taylor seeks open seat on transit board
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ME's death records system moves ahead
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2 men escape minimum security Oklahoma prison

39628

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A17_CUTLIN223643
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_CUTLIN913088
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_CUTLIN913088
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_WASHIN288943
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_WASHIN288943
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A13_WASHIN958223
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A13_WASHIN958223
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A22_hQuota652463
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A22_hQuota652463
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_688_0_hrimgs766280
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_688_0_hrimgs766280
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120611_12_0_TONKAW705588
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120611_12_0_TONKAW705588
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/article.aspx?subjectid=371&articleid=20120611_371_0_OLHMIY624462
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/article.aspx?subjectid=371&articleid=20120611_371_0_OLHMIY624462
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_0_OKLAHO720063
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_0_OKLAHO720063
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120611_19_A9_CUTLIN242731
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120611_19_A9_CUTLIN242731
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_Youmig235169
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_Youmig235169
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120610_11_A1_Transf212789
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120610_11_A1_Transf212789


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_WOODWA445282

 

Barkley visit to Okla. City bombing museum hailed
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Tulsa judge wants unified approach to child abuse and delinquency
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Harris staff disputes claims he should be barred from Sweeney case
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Creek County Sheriff's Office assumes Mounds law enforcement
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Two gift telescopes could keep Hubble program alive
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Hmnaes795090

 

Bridges, roads get big boost in state aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120609_61_A20_CUTLIN917490

 

Keep up pressure against distracted driving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120609_61_A20_USTran130093

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake shareholders give thumbs-down to executive pay, support reforms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-shareholders-give-thumbs-down-

to-executive-pay-support-reforms-energy/

 

Chesapeake Energy to sell midstream subsidiary for $4 billion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-energy-sells-midstream-subsidiary-

for-4-billion-energy/

 

Fallin signs final bills from 2012 session

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/fallin-signs-final-bills-from-2012-session-capitol/

 

Two Chesapeake directors to resign

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/two-chesapeake-board-members-to-resign-

energy/

 

Oil jobs growing in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-jobs-growing-in-tulsa-energy/

 

Officers crack down on counterfeit Thunder merchandise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/officers-crack-down-on-counterfeit-thunder-

merchandise-law/

 

Natural gas prices remain depressed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/natural-gas-prices-remain-depressed-energy/

 

Political parties look to mobilize voters for primary

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/political-parties-look-to-mobilize-voters-for-

primary-capitol/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/
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Roth: More on a clean-energy standard

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/roth-unpacking-a-national-clean-energy-

standard-part-2-opinion/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 

Oil price slips on weak economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-price-slips-on-weak-economy-energy/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 12-14, 2011
Date: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:02:13 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Leon Russell answers call to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/leon-russell-answers-call-to-the-rock-and-roll-hall-of-

fame/article/3547885#ixzz1GZflbRQ2

Oklahoma City School Board's newest member has history with district

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-school-boards-newest-member-has-history-with-

district/article/3548658#ixzz1GZfyPYuA

Budget cuts to Oklahoma's mental health services affect communities

http://newsok.com/budget-cuts-to-oklahomas-mental-health-services-affect-

communities/article/3548660#ixzz1GZg7abNI

Lake Hefner remains an oasis in a bustling city landscape

http://newsok.com/lake-hefner-remains-an-oasis-in-a-bustling-city-

landscape/article/3548657#ixzz1GZgJk83l

Fire danger to rise midweek in Oklahoma

http://www.newsok.com/fire-danger-to-rise-midweek-in-oklahoma/article/3548549

Oklahoma's open government laws are rarely enforced, expert says

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-open-government-laws-are-rarely-enforced-expert-

says/article/3548667#ixzz1GZgZYTPW 

Distracted drivers don't think they're being unsafe, poll finds

http://newsok.com/distracted-drivers-dont-think-theyre-being-unsafe-poll-

finds/article/3548666#ixzz1GZgn0Onv

Japan races to prevent nuke reactor meltdowns

http://www.newsok.com/japan-races-to-prevent-nuke-reactor-

meltdowns/article/3548551

Oklahoma wildfires: At least 30 families lose homes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-at-least-30-families-lose-

homes/article/3548531#ixzz1GZh9oioH

Freedom of information discusses public’s right to know

http://newsok.com/freedom-of-information-discusses-publics-right-to-

know/article/3548530#ixzz1GZhJrRS3

Enid couple pledges $20 million for diabetes center in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/enid-couple-pledges-20-million-for-diabetes-center-in-
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oklahoma/article/3548534#ixzz1GZhTShFw

Immigration leads to GOP rift in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/immigration-leads-to-gop-rift-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3548529#ixzz1GZhq18Ka

Transparency mixed at underfunded Oklahoma Ethics Commission 

http://www.newsok.com/transparency-mixed-at-underfunded-oklahoma-ethics-

commission/article/3548527

Woman hoped for aid for addiction, received 35-year term

http://newsok.com/woman-hoped-for-aid-for-addiction-received-35-year-

term/article/3548402#ixzz1GZiHaJBG

Explosion at Japan nuclear plant, disaster toll rises

http://newsok.com/explosion-at-japan-nuclear-plant-disaster-toll-

rises/article/3548403#ixzz1GZiV0D3w

In Oklahoma as elsewhere, some jobs continue around the clock

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-as-elsewhere-some-jobs-continue-around-the-

clock/article/3548003#ixzz1GZijejdb

Firefighters urge smoke alarm tests with time change 

http://newsok.com/firefighters-urge-smoke-alarm-tests-with-time-

change/article/3548002#ixzz1GZiucQh7

Oklahoma state Rep. Randy Terrill wants evidence suppressed in bribery case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-rep.-randy-terrill-wants-evidence-suppressed-in-

bribery-case/article/3548108#ixzz1GZj5kRxn

Governor clears up confusion over state revenue reports

http://newsok.com/governor-clears-up-confusion-over-state-revenue-

reports/article/3548436#ixzz1GZjQyj42

Retired Oklahoma ACLU executive honored for First Amendment efforts

http://newsok.com/retired-oklahoma-aclu-executive-honored-for-first-amendment-

efforts/article/3548423#ixzz1GZjzc9n2

Bond issues get Oklahoma legislators' cold shoulder 

http://www.newsok.com/bond-issues-get-oklahoma-legislators-cold-

shoulder/article/3548353

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin declares state of emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-

emergency/article/3548010#ixzz1GZkIF9oE

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin won't push for Tulsa mayor investigation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-wont-push-for-tulsa-mayor-
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investigation/article/3548009#ixzz1GZkSWkMO

Two major Oklahoma City law firms to merge 

http://newsok.com/two-major-oklahoma-city-law-firms-to-

merge/article/3548326#ixzz1GZki0QPv

OKC businesswoman Terry Neese inducts Afghan woman into hall of fame for

enterprising women

http://newsok.com/okc-businesswoman-terry-neese-inducts-afghan-woman-into-hall-

of-fame-for-enterprising-women/article/3548208#ixzz1GZkrycrA

Airfares are going up, and not just because of oil 

http://newsok.com/airfares-are-going-up-and-not-just-because-of-

oil/article/3548336#ixzz1GZl0FTsQ

W.Va. Legislature OKs state-run insurance exchange 

http://www.newsok.com/w.va.-legislature-oks-state-run-insurance-

exchange/article/feed/246882

Goldsby firefighters fighting tire dump fire 

http://www.newsok.com/goldsby-firefighters-fighting-tire-dump-

fire/article/feed/246892

US clears more deepwater oil drilling in Gulf

http://newsok.com/us-clears-more-deepwater-oil-drilling-in-

gulf/article/feed/246868#ixzz1GZlcbFEy

Observers applaud new environmental coalition

http://www.newsok.com/observers-applaud-new-environmental-

coalition/article/3548325

Outrage not enough to redirect school spending 

http://www.newsok.com/outrage-not-enough-to-redirect-school-

spending/article/3547971?custom_click=lead_story_title

Lawmaker labeling a badge of honor? 

http://www.newsok.com/lawmaker-labeling-a-badge-of-honor/article/3547970?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Speaker right to focus on Oklahoma economy, education

http://newsok.com/speaker-right-to-focus-on-oklahoma-economy-

education/article/3547969#ixzz1GZmdTQnT

Tax policy rarely devoid of wedge-driving arguments 

http://www.newsok.com/tax-policy-rarely-devoid-of-wedge-driving-

arguments/article/3547959?custom_click=headlines_widget

Legislature should raise dropout age in Oklahoma
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http://www.newsok.com/legislature-should-raise-dropout-age-in-

oklahoma/article/3547958?custom_click=headlines_widget

ScissorTales: On ethanol, it's time to let the market decide worth

http://newsok.com/scissortales-on-ethanol-its-time-to-let-the-market-decide-

worth/article/3547948#ixzz1GZnDxH6X

Guts needed to make corrections changes

http://www.newsok.com/guts-needed-to-make-corrections-changes/article/3547961?

custom_click=headlines_widget

George Will: Obamacare and the mandate muddle 

http://www.newsok.com/george-will-obamacare-and-the-mandate-

muddle/article/3547960?custom_click=headlines_widget

The time is now for natural gas 

http://www.newsok.com/the-time-is-now-for-natural-gas/article/3547950?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Leading the way to a healthier future

http://www.newsok.com/leading-the-way-to-a-healthier-future/article/3547949?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Report: Tax cuts won't benefit most state households

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_16_A1_Eighty571069

Navy veteran campaigns to fund flights

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_12_A9_CUTLIN502784

House trimming state bond issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A12_OKLAHO616389

Legislator backs transparency bid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A4_CUTLIN588536

Oklahoma lawyers and lobbyists were top campaign financiers in 2010

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_11_A1_Thesta460118

Soon-to-be-released statewide water plan may interest Texas, too
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_11_A1_Tenyea625782

9-year-old Texas girl killed in ATV crash near Lake Texoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_0_AnATVw344313

Trooper involved in 'OHP's darkest day' dies Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_0_ArtrdO590043

House decision to suspend Art in Public Places law disappoints some Oklahomans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A12_CUTLIN730390

Wildfires begin to slow in state; 49 homes burn

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_A14_HARRAH105997

Two bills on choosing judges pass Senate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A22_CUTLIN353294

Open government in Oklahoma a work in progress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A15_Transp982281

Political Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A12_TheTul491538

Oklahoma roll call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A18_WASHIN938543

Allergy season starting earlier, lasting longer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_17_A9_Aparti357199

Adoptive parents decry DHS' long, intrusive process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A19_CUTLIN674714

Bartlett's response to allegations rebuked

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A19_ULNSbB240517

Students seeking state aid face FAFSA deadline soon
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A14_Highsc291795

Fund from Sinclair ruling still helping River Parks Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A10_TheRiv350313

Death toll in Japan tops 10,000 amid nuclear reactor threats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A1_CUTLIN804942

Death toll in Japan tops 10,000 amid nuclear reactor threats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A1_CUTLIN804942

Obama calls for stricter enforcement of gun laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A4_WASHIN143169

Daily U.S. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_11_A13_USDAIL666505

Extended day a good thing for some schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20110312_19_A15_CUTLIN574512

High gasoline prices making corporate CEOs cautious

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110313_49_E2_CUTLIN749802

Gas hits highest price in two years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110311_49_E1_Gasoli377024

Oil: Price settles lower for fourth day after Japan quake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110311_49_0_NEWYOR111115

First of 550 new Boeing jobs posted; 150 positions set to be filled by year's end

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=45&articleid=20110310_45_0_Boeing874231

Mortgage rate remains below 5 percent

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=32&articleid=20110311_32_E1_Thenat215233

Foreclosures drop sharply
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Immigration laws are costly for state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110314_61_A7_Getout99308

County legal ads best continued in newspapers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110314_61_A7_Thesta473980

Oklahoma poverty a chronic, unaddressed problem

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_211_G1_CUTLIN746470

Judicial nominating process doesn't need changing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_214_G1_Lastwe282690

State Treasurer Ken Miller off to a good start

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_215_G6_CUTLIN537730

Nonpartisan elections best for county sheriffs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110312_61_A20_CUTLIN981870

Pseudoephedrine prescription requirement goes too far

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110312_61_A20_Weunde447567

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 Wind farm bill drawing concerns

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/wind-farm-bill-drawing-concerns-energy/

 

Federal cuts could hit U.S. housing agencies

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/federal-cuts-could-hit-u-s-housing-agencies-

real-estate/

 

Oil settles lower after Japan quake, for fourth day 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/oil-settles-lower-after-japan-quake-for-fourth-

day-energy/

 

Pa.’s attempts to track gas drilling waste flawed

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/pa-%e2%80%99s-attempts-to-track-gas-drilling-
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waste-flawed-energy/

 

U.S. rig count up by 8

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/u-s-rig-count-up-by-8-energy-2/

 

Budget hawks eye energy subsidy cuts 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/budget-hawks-eye-energy/

 

Obama prepared to tap petroleum reserve

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/obama-prepared-to-tap-petroleum-reserve-

energy/

 

Heating oil use falls as prices, irritation rise 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/heating-oil-use-falls-as-prices-irritation-rise-

energy/

 

Senators scrutinize light bulb standards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/senators-scrutinize-light-bulb-standards-energy/

 

Red Eagle: Osage will fight for sovereignty

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/red-eagle-osage-will-fight-for-sovereignty-law/

 

Community bankers prepare for costs of regulation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/community-bankers-prepare-for-costs-of-

regulation-finance/

 

Tax cuts move people to shop in February

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/tax-cuts-move-people-to-shop-in-february-

finance/

 

Airfares going up, not just because of oil

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/airfares-going-up-not-just-because-of-oil-

aerospace/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

No AP stories

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Agreements allow DHS children's shelter in Oklahoma City to remain open 

http://newsok.com/agreements-allow-dhs-childrens-shelter-in-oklahoma-city-to-

remain-open/article/3658920#ixzz1pZOr10Lf

 

Oklahoma treasurer urges caution in cutting state's personal income tax rate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-treasurer-urges-caution-in-cutting-states-personal-

income-tax-rate/article/3658712#ixzz1pZRJd4vo

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn hopes Supreme Court will limit Congress' reach under

the Constitution 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-hopes-supreme-court-will-limit-

congress-reach-under-the-constitution/article/3658642#ixzz1pZRPrepS

 

Ten Oklahoma journalists to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism 

http://newsok.com/ten-oklahoma-journalists-to-be-inducted-into-oklahoma-

journalism/article/3658597#ixzz1pZOzYGSh

 

Review of one day's court filings in Tulsa, Oklahoma counties tells story of addiction 

http://newsok.com/review-of-one-days-court-filings-in-tulsa-oklahoma-counties-tells-

story-of-addiction/article/3658457#ixzz1pZPGS8KV

 

Claremore manufacturer receives Oklahoma state agency's inaugural entrepreneurial

award 

http://newsok.com/claremore-manufacturer-receives-oklahoma-state-agencys-

inaugural-entrepreneurial-award/article/3658444#ixzz1pZQ5zvGI

SCOTUS approval hits low before Obamacare hearing

http://newsok.com/scotus-approval-hits-low-before-obamacare-

hearing/article/feed/361176

 

Grand bargain failure--and folly of high taxes

http://newsok.com/grand-bargain-failure-and-folly-of-high-taxes/article/feed/361098

 

The Oklahoman expands energy company coverage; adds two writers 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-expands-energy-company-coverage-adds-two-
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Oklahoma City to consider shared bicycle program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-consider-shared-bicycle-

program/article/3658323
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Suicides prompt summit in Edmond
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Oklahoma state Capitol briefs
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Feelings toward Israel affecting Nov election?
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Two Democratic presidential candidates won't get Oklahoma delegates to national

convention 
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President Barack Obama to visit Oklahoma next week 
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Obama moves to implement HHS mandate
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Oklahoma Capitol briefs
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With no insurance, Tulsa woman finds getting treatment isn’t easy 

http://newsok.com/with-no-insurance-tulsa-woman-finds-getting-treatment-isnt-

easy/article/3658889#ixzz1pZSuqmCc

 

Insurance a major obstacle for private substance abuse treatment centers 
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treatment-centers/article/3658667#ixzz1pZT16NMl

 

Event at Oklahoma City school benefits children's cancer research 

http://newsok.com/event-at-oklahoma-city-school-benefits-childrens-cancer-

research/article/3658469#ixzz1pZT7PkHG

 

Edmond Memorial High School's Swine Week nets more than $475,000 

http://newsok.com/edmond-memorial-high-schools-swine-week-nets-more-than-

475000/article/3658452#ixzz1pZTFeNfT

 

Physicians Surgical Center plans to open new Moore site in May 

http://newsok.com/physicians-surgical-center-plans-to-open-new-moore-site-in-

may/article/3658030#ixzz1pZTMWfgE

 

Livestock program fills void for Yukon student

http://newsok.com/livestock-program-fills-void-for-yukon-student/article/3658463

Edmond statistics on suicides, attempts so far in 2012 
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2012/article/3658297#ixzz1pZTlI6Yo

US stocks fall; Apple to pay dividend

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-fall-apple-to-pay-dividend/article/feed/361315

US gov't sells $225B in mortgage-backed securities
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securities/article/feed/361334

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans 

http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/361267#ixzz1pZULUnJn

Court weighs making health coverage a fact of life 

http://newsok.com/court-weighs-making-health-coverage-a-fact-of-

life/article/feed/360804#ixzz1pZUZMT7x

The Oklahoman launches Oklahoman.com website

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-launches-oklahoman.com-website/article/3658885

Oklahoma Youth Expo has experts judge the animals 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-youth-expo-has-experts-judge-the-

animals/article/3658464#ixzz1pZUxNGIV

Obama to Congress: Kill oil industry's tax breaks 
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Higher gasoline prices threaten economy if they persist 
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Pay up is FHA's new message

http://newsok.com/pay-up-is-fhas-new-message/article/3657646

GOP needs Romney at the wheelhouse if it wants to win in November 

http://newsok.com/gop-needs-romney-at-the-wheelhouse-if-it-wants-to-win-in-

november/article/3658264#ixzz1pZW9ZfXi

Mixing politics, pulpit hardly unusual in Oklahoma or elsewhere 

http://newsok.com/mixing-politics-pulpit-hardly-unusual-in-oklahoma-or-

elsewhere/article/3658262#ixzz1pZWKd500

Strategies are needed to fight Oklahoma's addiction nightmare 

http://newsok.com/strategies-are-needed-to-fight-oklahomas-addiction-

nightmare/article/3658261#ixzz1pZWRGLAV

ScissorTales: Oklahoma lawmakers disconnect young driver phone measure 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-lawmakers-disconnect-young-driver-

phone-measure/article/3658256#ixzz1pZWWbGiB
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More states join Oklahoma in delaying action on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221

 

Oklahoma House, Senate pass measures to reduce income tax
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Secrecy pervades history of Oklahoma government
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Oklahoma casinos keep slot machine payout data private
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Capitol Report: Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hRepDa946075

 

Capitol Report: Quotable
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Capitol Notebook: Workers comp bills advance
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Political Notebook: State gets C+ in access to government spending
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Oklahoma Legislature: Deadline spurs frenzy of Capitol activity
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Capitol Report Progress Report: A look at bills moving through the Legislature
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Tulsa councilors question city's role in intermodal (land swap) project with TU

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

39645

http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_OKLAHO346130
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_OKLAHO346130
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Tesaes946722
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Tesaes946722
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hRepDa946075
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hRepDa946075
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_husinb43491
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_husinb43491
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_bWorke567707
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_bWorke567707
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_336_A23_Oklaho546572
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_336_A23_Oklaho546572
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_Likeev202316
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_Likeev202316
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hHouse343580
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hHouse343580
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=334&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN908032


subjectid=334&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN908032

 

Romney wins Puerto Rico, GOP campaign continues
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DHS creates plan to reduce Oklahoma City shelter overcrowding
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Tulsa's new trash hauler in limbo without contract
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Three Tulsa city councilors to seek re-election
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Coburn urges high court to limit Congress' powers
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160

 

Romney, Santorum head to Ill., next battleground
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Tulsa-area cities decline membership in Oklahoma Municipal League, citing low
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Lifechurch.tv takes off with satellite campuses, burgeoning attendance
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Guardsmen return home a day early
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Severe weather, flooding could be on the way
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Afghan killings suspect: Recent life was struggle
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TPS tutoring costs rise by more than 50 percent
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St. Patrick's Day traffic enforcement Tulsa-area totals reported
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_CUTLIN482811

 

10 to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN869325

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120318_11_A23_CUTLIN93686

 

Community, VFW honor Collinsville soldier's sacrifice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A27_CUTLIN536112

 

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Don Armes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914

 

State's mental health and substance abuse problems remain unaddressed
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120319_61_A7_CUTLIN729154

 

Liquor store sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120317_61_A22_CUTLIN77082

 

Blue Star Mothers 'stand and wait'  -  and work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120318_213_G6_Theyal487348

 

Local control over tobacco use still an elusive goal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120318_211_G1_ULNSic745311

 

Un-parallel universes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120318_214_G1_Lastfa371371

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Better Business Bureau’s ratings system questioned

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/better-business-bureaus-ratings-system-

questioned-general-news/

 

Morgan Stanley sues Ada banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/morgan-stanley-sues-ada-banks-law/

 

Exec: Consolidation makes sense for banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-consolidation-makes-sense-for-banks-

finance/

 

Complexes to be sold at sheriff’s sale

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/complexes-to-be-sold-at-sheriff%E2%80%99s-

sale-real-estate/

 

100-year-old Wheeler No. 1 still producing Oklahoma crude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/100-year-old-wheeler-no-1-still-producing-

oklahoma-crude-energy/

 

Experts: Market to determine extent of meat controversy effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/experts-market-to-determine-extent-of-meat-

controversy-effect-health-care/
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Exec: Pig ranchers worried about Sardis fight

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-

law/

 

Historic health clinic to be revived as office and loft space

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/historic-health-clinic-to-be-revived-as-office-

and-loft-space/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Agreements allow DHS children's shelter in Oklahoma City to remain open 

http://newsok.com/agreements-allow-dhs-childrens-shelter-in-oklahoma-city-to-

remain-open/article/3658920#ixzz1pZOr10Lf

 

Oklahoma treasurer urges caution in cutting state's personal income tax rate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-treasurer-urges-caution-in-cutting-states-personal-

income-tax-rate/article/3658712#ixzz1pZRJd4vo

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn hopes Supreme Court will limit Congress' reach under

the Constitution 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-hopes-supreme-court-will-limit-

congress-reach-under-the-constitution/article/3658642#ixzz1pZRPrepS

 

Ten Oklahoma journalists to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism 

http://newsok.com/ten-oklahoma-journalists-to-be-inducted-into-oklahoma-

journalism/article/3658597#ixzz1pZOzYGSh

 

Review of one day's court filings in Tulsa, Oklahoma counties tells story of addiction 

http://newsok.com/review-of-one-days-court-filings-in-tulsa-oklahoma-counties-tells-

story-of-addiction/article/3658457#ixzz1pZPGS8KV

 

Claremore manufacturer receives Oklahoma state agency's inaugural entrepreneurial

award 

http://newsok.com/claremore-manufacturer-receives-oklahoma-state-agencys-

inaugural-entrepreneurial-award/article/3658444#ixzz1pZQ5zvGI

SCOTUS approval hits low before Obamacare hearing

http://newsok.com/scotus-approval-hits-low-before-obamacare-

hearing/article/feed/361176

 

Grand bargain failure--and folly of high taxes

http://newsok.com/grand-bargain-failure-and-folly-of-high-taxes/article/feed/361098

 

The Oklahoman expands energy company coverage; adds two writers 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-expands-energy-company-coverage-adds-two-

writers/article/3658359#ixzz1pZRDtiPF

 

Oklahoma City to consider shared bicycle program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-consider-shared-bicycle-

program/article/3658323
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Suicides prompt summit in Edmond

http://newsok.com/suicides-prompt-summit-in-edmond/article/3658296

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3658589

 

Feelings toward Israel affecting Nov election?

http://newsok.com/feelings-toward-israel-affecting-nov-election/article/feed/360860

 

Two Democratic presidential candidates won't get Oklahoma delegates to national

convention 

http://newsok.com/two-democratic-presidential-candidates-wont-get-oklahoma-

delegates-to-national-convention/article/3658461#ixzz1pZS5uBRb

 

President Barack Obama to visit Oklahoma next week 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-visit-oklahoma-next-

week/article/3658200#ixzz1pZSNHjNs

 

Obama moves to implement HHS mandate

http://newsok.com/obama-moves-to-implement-hhs-mandate/article/feed/360606

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3658102

 

With no insurance, Tulsa woman finds getting treatment isn’t easy 

http://newsok.com/with-no-insurance-tulsa-woman-finds-getting-treatment-isnt-

easy/article/3658889#ixzz1pZSuqmCc

 

Insurance a major obstacle for private substance abuse treatment centers 

http://newsok.com/insurance-a-major-obstacle-for-private-substance-abuse-

treatment-centers/article/3658667#ixzz1pZT16NMl

 

Event at Oklahoma City school benefits children's cancer research 

http://newsok.com/event-at-oklahoma-city-school-benefits-childrens-cancer-

research/article/3658469#ixzz1pZT7PkHG

 

Edmond Memorial High School's Swine Week nets more than $475,000 

http://newsok.com/edmond-memorial-high-schools-swine-week-nets-more-than-

475000/article/3658452#ixzz1pZTFeNfT

 

Physicians Surgical Center plans to open new Moore site in May 

http://newsok.com/physicians-surgical-center-plans-to-open-new-moore-site-in-

may/article/3658030#ixzz1pZTMWfgE

 

Livestock program fills void for Yukon student

http://newsok.com/livestock-program-fills-void-for-yukon-student/article/3658463

Edmond statistics on suicides, attempts so far in 2012 
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http://newsok.com/edmond-statistics-on-suicides-attempts-so-far-in-

2012/article/3658297#ixzz1pZTlI6Yo

US stocks fall; Apple to pay dividend

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-fall-apple-to-pay-dividend/article/feed/361315

US gov't sells $225B in mortgage-backed securities

http://newsok.com/us-govt-sells-225b-in-mortgage-backed-

securities/article/feed/361334

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans 

http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/361267#ixzz1pZULUnJn

Court weighs making health coverage a fact of life 

http://newsok.com/court-weighs-making-health-coverage-a-fact-of-

life/article/feed/360804#ixzz1pZUZMT7x

The Oklahoman launches Oklahoman.com website

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-launches-oklahoman.com-website/article/3658885

Oklahoma Youth Expo has experts judge the animals 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-youth-expo-has-experts-judge-the-

animals/article/3658464#ixzz1pZUxNGIV

Obama to Congress: Kill oil industry's tax breaks 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-congress-kill-oil-industrys-tax-

breaks/article/feed/360786#ixzz1pZVDZ8lK

Higher gasoline prices threaten economy if they persist 

http://newsok.com/higher-gasoline-prices-threaten-economy-if-they-

persist/article/3658365#ixzz1pZVgJhzj

Pay up is FHA's new message

http://newsok.com/pay-up-is-fhas-new-message/article/3657646

GOP needs Romney at the wheelhouse if it wants to win in November 

http://newsok.com/gop-needs-romney-at-the-wheelhouse-if-it-wants-to-win-in-

november/article/3658264#ixzz1pZW9ZfXi

Mixing politics, pulpit hardly unusual in Oklahoma or elsewhere 

http://newsok.com/mixing-politics-pulpit-hardly-unusual-in-oklahoma-or-

elsewhere/article/3658262#ixzz1pZWKd500

Strategies are needed to fight Oklahoma's addiction nightmare 

http://newsok.com/strategies-are-needed-to-fight-oklahomas-addiction-

nightmare/article/3658261#ixzz1pZWRGLAV

ScissorTales: Oklahoma lawmakers disconnect young driver phone measure 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-lawmakers-disconnect-young-driver-

phone-measure/article/3658256#ixzz1pZWWbGiB
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

More states join Oklahoma in delaying action on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221

 

Oklahoma House, Senate pass measures to reduce income tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_OKLAHO346130

 

Secrecy pervades history of Oklahoma government

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Tesaes946722

 

Oklahoma casinos keep slot machine payout data private

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155

 

Capitol Report: Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hRepDa946075

 

Capitol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_husinb43491

 

Capitol Notebook: Workers comp bills advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_bWorke567707

 

Political Notebook: State gets C+ in access to government spending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_336_A23_Oklaho546572

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Deadline spurs frenzy of Capitol activity

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_Likeev202316

 

Capitol Report Progress Report: A look at bills moving through the Legislature

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hHouse343580

 

Tulsa councilors question city's role in intermodal (land swap) project with TU

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=334&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN908032

 

Romney wins Puerto Rico, GOP campaign continues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120319_13_A12_CUTLIN911958

 

DHS creates plan to reduce Oklahoma City shelter overcrowding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_16_A12_OKLAHO286387

 

Tulsa's new trash hauler in limbo without contract

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120318_11_A19_NeWSol906287

 

Three Tulsa city councilors to seek re-election

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120318_11_A19_CityCo507158

 

Coburn urges high court to limit Congress' powers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A26_CUTLIN150653

 

Public meetings set for Tulsa's Small Area Plans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160

 

Romney, Santorum head to Ill., next battleground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A14_CUTLIN208481

 

Tulsa-area cities decline membership in Oklahoma Municipal League, citing low

return on investment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_14_A9_CUTLIN917707

 

Lifechurch.tv takes off with satellite campuses, burgeoning attendance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Whilea280811

 

Guardsmen return home a day early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A1_CUTLIN806183

 

Severe weather, flooding could be on the way

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_OKLAHO180005

 

Afghan killings suspect: Recent life was struggle
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A12_CUTLIN977692

 

TPS tutoring costs rise by more than 50 percent

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_19_A1_Thefed435595

 

NSU-Broken Arrow cadaver lab provides a unique learning opportunity

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN196124

 

Treatment troubles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A1_ULNSid782790

 

St. Patrick's Day traffic enforcement Tulsa-area totals reported

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_StPatr222053

 

ABLE officers patrol St. Patrick's Day revelry in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981

 

Paying for private treatment often difficult

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_Privat557161

 

Treatment helps addict regain life

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_CUTLIN482811

 

10 to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN869325

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120318_11_A23_CUTLIN93686

 

Community, VFW honor Collinsville soldier's sacrifice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A27_CUTLIN536112

 

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Don Armes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914

 

State's mental health and substance abuse problems remain unaddressed
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120319_61_A7_CUTLIN729154

 

Liquor store sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120317_61_A22_CUTLIN77082

 

Blue Star Mothers 'stand and wait'  -  and work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120318_213_G6_Theyal487348

 

Local control over tobacco use still an elusive goal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120318_211_G1_ULNSic745311

 

Un-parallel universes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120318_214_G1_Lastfa371371

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Better Business Bureau’s ratings system questioned

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/better-business-bureaus-ratings-system-

questioned-general-news/

 

Morgan Stanley sues Ada banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/morgan-stanley-sues-ada-banks-law/

 

Exec: Consolidation makes sense for banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-consolidation-makes-sense-for-banks-

finance/

 

Complexes to be sold at sheriff’s sale

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/complexes-to-be-sold-at-sheriff%E2%80%99s-

sale-real-estate/

 

100-year-old Wheeler No. 1 still producing Oklahoma crude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/100-year-old-wheeler-no-1-still-producing-

oklahoma-crude-energy/

 

Experts: Market to determine extent of meat controversy effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/experts-market-to-determine-extent-of-meat-

controversy-effect-health-care/
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Exec: Pig ranchers worried about Sardis fight

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-

law/

 

Historic health clinic to be revived as office and loft space

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/historic-health-clinic-to-be-revived-as-office-

and-loft-space/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 21, 2012
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:16:41 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma DHS Commission may appoint new interim director 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-may-appoint-new-interim-

director/article/3659402#ixzz1pl7dGG4f

 

Ryan slashes deficits by $3.26 trillion vs Obama 

http://newsok.com/ryan-slashes-deficits-by-3.26-trillion-vs-

obama/article/feed/361781#ixzz1pl7pFFo3

 

No official state welcome planned for President Obama's visit to Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/no-official-state-welcome-planned-for-president-obamas-visit-to-

oklahoma/article/3659433#ixzz1pl6l0eAu

 

Oklahoma House member calls for investigation into nonprofit's ties to Education

Department 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-member-calls-for-investigation-into-nonprofits-

ties-to-education-department/article/3659453#ixzz1pl7EG5gc

 

President Barack Obama's four-state energy tour stops in Oklahoma on Wednesday 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-four-state-energy-tour-stops-in-

oklahoma-on-wednesday/article/3659436#ixzz1pl7PixUU

 

McClain County residents not so confident about Medicare's future 

http://newsok.com/mcclain-county-residents-not-so-confident-about-medicares-

future/article/3659440#ixzz1pl7XCw4w

 

International Air Transport Association warns of rising oil prices, earnings 

http://newsok.com/international-air-transport-association-warns-of-rising-oil-prices-

earnings/article/3659430#ixzz1pl8FeHNk
 
Public-private partnership plan sought for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/public-private-partnership-plan-sought-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3659451#ixzz1pl5Qg4Lv

Residents in southeast Oklahoma City cooperate to overcome loss of bridge washed

out by floodwaters Monday 

http://newsok.com/residents-in-southeast-oklahoma-city-cooperate-to-overcome-

loss-of-bridge-washed-out-by-floodwaters-monday/article/3659431#ixzz1pl5Y9iVl

 

Five men charged in pot bust in Oklahoma County 

http://newsok.com/five-men-charged-in-pot-bust-in-oklahoma-
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county/article/3659400#ixzz1pl5g4N65

 

No public storm shelters are open at University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond 

http://newsok.com/no-public-storm-shelters-are-open-at-university-of-central-

oklahoma-in-edmond/article/3659370#ixzz1pl5nFRt2

 

Parts of eastern Oklahoma under flood warning

http://newsok.com/parts-of-eastern-oklahoma-under-flood-warning/article/3659609?

custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news

 

New adviser teams key to US exit from Afghanistan 

http://newsok.com/new-adviser-teams-key-to-us-exit-from-

afghanistan/article/feed/362202#ixzz1pl6ZncO1

 

Why the doubling of Obamacare's cost matters

http://newsok.com/why-the-doubling-of-obamacares-cost-

matters/article/feed/362252

 

US futures mixed ahead of housing data

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-ahead-of-housing-data/article/feed/362240

 

Oil rises to near $107 after US crude supply drop 

http://newsok.com/oil-rises-to-near-107-after-us-crude-supply-

drop/article/feed/361382#ixzz1pl8TQzHd

 

GOP targets new cost-cut board in Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/gop-targets-new-cost-cut-board-in-obama-health-

law/article/feed/362174#ixzz1pl8gLRzI

 

GOP Medicare plan borrows from and repeals Obama's 

http://newsok.com/gop-medicare-plan-borrows-from-and-repeals-

obamas/article/feed/362173#ixzz1pl8mYZ8R

 

FACT CHECK: More US drilling didn't drop gas price 

http://newsok.com/fact-check-more-us-drilling-didnt-drop-gas-

price/article/feed/362172#ixzz1pl8tp56h

 

New rules approved by Oklahoma Corporation Commission will require disclosure of

hydraulic fracturing chemicals in state 

http://newsok.com/new-rules-approved-by-oklahoma-corporation-commission-will-

require-disclosure-of-hydraulic-fracturing-chemicals-in-

state/article/3659437#ixzz1pl975Hl5

 

Cushing is eager to welcome President Obama

http://newsok.com/cushing-is-eager-to-welcome-president-obama/article/3659435

 

Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President Obama 

http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
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obama/article/3659332#ixzz1pl9udVxU

Oklahoma only average in national dropout rankings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-only-average-in-national-dropout-

rankings/article/3659331

 

Plan for building new Oklahoma ME office is worth considering 

http://newsok.com/plan-for-building-new-oklahoma-me-office-is-worth-

considering/article/3659330#ixzz1plAGnoMY

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma property tax cut proposal for older homeowners OK'd by Senate panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120321_16_A11_CUTLIN90416

 

No welcome mat for Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A11_CUTLIN728613

 

Expo Square CEO Andrus seeking more than just $124,493 in profit at fairgrounds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120321_16_A1_CUTLIN892508

 

Romney routs Santorum in GOP primary in Illinois

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120321_13_A8_CUTLIN611428

 

House Republican budget blueprint offers steep cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_CUTLIN564883

 

Afghanistan plan is on track, top U.S. commander says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A4_CUTLIN397479

 

GOP chips away at Obama health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_ULNSeC802172

 

New clue could help solve Earhart mystery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A10_CUTLIN853952

 

Court wary of juvenile life terms
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A7_WSIGOh33827

 

Obama to visit heavily fortified Korean border

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A8_WASHIN456124

 

Rain eases drought, may last through Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN793233

 

Flood warnings continue, but waters receding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120321_100_0_Muchof539269

 

Contractors help rebuild SE Oklahoma City bridge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO300100

 

Girl Scouts to visit Oklahoma Capitol for centennial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO286569

 

Oklahoma City University students volunteer to help with Joplin cleanup over

spring break

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A13_JOPLIN267223

 

Formal charges filed against Dennehy in Tulsa courthouse shootings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN888276

 

Tulsa-area educators' concerns over new public-school grading system aired to a

recording device

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120321_19_A1_Severa872451

 

Oklahoma activists to demonstrate during Obama visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO142123

 

Mexican immigration defendant could benefit from new "fast-track" program in Tulsa

federal court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A11_CUTLIN349115

 

Tulsa County man's 15-year prison term for wife's death of neglect affirmed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A15_CUTLIN709104

 

Editorial: Education nonprofits, events look similar

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_11_A16_Isypty71532

 

Editorial: Tuberculosis still a threat in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Energy execs eye Obama’s Cushing visit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%E2%80%99s-

cushing-visit-energy/

 

Bill would require generators at assisted-living centers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-

centers-capitol/

 

Hospice of Green Country to offer ‘Oysters & Ale’ for first fundraiser in 11 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/hospice-to-offer-%E2%80%98oysters-

ale%E2%80%99-for-first-fundraiser-in-11-years-nonprofit/

 

Democrats: Obama visit energizing party

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/democrats-obama-visit-energizing-party-energy/

 

Mental Health Association in Tulsa buys Brighton Park apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/mental-health-association-in-tulsa-buys-

brighton-park-apartment-complex-real-esate/

 

Weathering the seasons: Mild winter doesn’t mean lack of street problems

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-

doesn%E2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/

 

City Rescue Mission plots downtown OKC food bank

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/city-rescue-mission-plots-downtown-okc-food-

bank-real-estate/

 

Software aims to calculate fleet emissions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-

fleets-energy/

 

Being Well: Monica Coby, Chesapeake Energy Corp.

39664

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A15_CUTLIN709104
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_11_A16_Isypty71532
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_11_A16_Isypty71532
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%E2%80%99s-cushing-visit-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%E2%80%99s-cushing-visit-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-centers-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-centers-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/hospice-to-offer-%E2%80%98oysters-ale%E2%80%99-for-first-fundraiser-in-11-years-nonprofit/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/hospice-to-offer-%E2%80%98oysters-ale%E2%80%99-for-first-fundraiser-in-11-years-nonprofit/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/democrats-obama-visit-energizing-party-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/mental-health-association-in-tulsa-buys-brighton-park-apartment-complex-real-esate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/mental-health-association-in-tulsa-buys-brighton-park-apartment-complex-real-esate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-doesn%E2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-doesn%E2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/city-rescue-mission-plots-downtown-okc-food-bank-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/city-rescue-mission-plots-downtown-okc-food-bank-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-fleets-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-fleets-energy/


http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/being-well-monica-coby-chesapeake-energy-

corp-health-care/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            

39665

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/being-well-monica-coby-chesapeake-energy-corp-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/being-well-monica-coby-chesapeake-energy-corp-health-care/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/


KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 21, 2012
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:16:41 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma DHS Commission may appoint new interim director 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-may-appoint-new-interim-

director/article/3659402#ixzz1pl7dGG4f

 

Ryan slashes deficits by $3.26 trillion vs Obama 

http://newsok.com/ryan-slashes-deficits-by-3.26-trillion-vs-

obama/article/feed/361781#ixzz1pl7pFFo3

 

No official state welcome planned for President Obama's visit to Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/no-official-state-welcome-planned-for-president-obamas-visit-to-

oklahoma/article/3659433#ixzz1pl6l0eAu

 

Oklahoma House member calls for investigation into nonprofit's ties to Education

Department 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-member-calls-for-investigation-into-nonprofits-

ties-to-education-department/article/3659453#ixzz1pl7EG5gc

 

President Barack Obama's four-state energy tour stops in Oklahoma on Wednesday 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-four-state-energy-tour-stops-in-

oklahoma-on-wednesday/article/3659436#ixzz1pl7PixUU

 

McClain County residents not so confident about Medicare's future 

http://newsok.com/mcclain-county-residents-not-so-confident-about-medicares-

future/article/3659440#ixzz1pl7XCw4w

 

International Air Transport Association warns of rising oil prices, earnings 

http://newsok.com/international-air-transport-association-warns-of-rising-oil-prices-

earnings/article/3659430#ixzz1pl8FeHNk
 
Public-private partnership plan sought for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/public-private-partnership-plan-sought-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3659451#ixzz1pl5Qg4Lv

Residents in southeast Oklahoma City cooperate to overcome loss of bridge washed

out by floodwaters Monday 

http://newsok.com/residents-in-southeast-oklahoma-city-cooperate-to-overcome-

loss-of-bridge-washed-out-by-floodwaters-monday/article/3659431#ixzz1pl5Y9iVl

 

Five men charged in pot bust in Oklahoma County 

http://newsok.com/five-men-charged-in-pot-bust-in-oklahoma-
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county/article/3659400#ixzz1pl5g4N65

 

No public storm shelters are open at University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond 

http://newsok.com/no-public-storm-shelters-are-open-at-university-of-central-

oklahoma-in-edmond/article/3659370#ixzz1pl5nFRt2

 

Parts of eastern Oklahoma under flood warning

http://newsok.com/parts-of-eastern-oklahoma-under-flood-warning/article/3659609?

custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news

 

New adviser teams key to US exit from Afghanistan 

http://newsok.com/new-adviser-teams-key-to-us-exit-from-

afghanistan/article/feed/362202#ixzz1pl6ZncO1

 

Why the doubling of Obamacare's cost matters

http://newsok.com/why-the-doubling-of-obamacares-cost-

matters/article/feed/362252

 

US futures mixed ahead of housing data

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-ahead-of-housing-data/article/feed/362240

 

Oil rises to near $107 after US crude supply drop 

http://newsok.com/oil-rises-to-near-107-after-us-crude-supply-

drop/article/feed/361382#ixzz1pl8TQzHd

 

GOP targets new cost-cut board in Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/gop-targets-new-cost-cut-board-in-obama-health-

law/article/feed/362174#ixzz1pl8gLRzI

 

GOP Medicare plan borrows from and repeals Obama's 

http://newsok.com/gop-medicare-plan-borrows-from-and-repeals-

obamas/article/feed/362173#ixzz1pl8mYZ8R

 

FACT CHECK: More US drilling didn't drop gas price 

http://newsok.com/fact-check-more-us-drilling-didnt-drop-gas-

price/article/feed/362172#ixzz1pl8tp56h

 

New rules approved by Oklahoma Corporation Commission will require disclosure of

hydraulic fracturing chemicals in state 

http://newsok.com/new-rules-approved-by-oklahoma-corporation-commission-will-

require-disclosure-of-hydraulic-fracturing-chemicals-in-

state/article/3659437#ixzz1pl975Hl5

 

Cushing is eager to welcome President Obama

http://newsok.com/cushing-is-eager-to-welcome-president-obama/article/3659435

 

Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President Obama 

http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
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obama/article/3659332#ixzz1pl9udVxU

Oklahoma only average in national dropout rankings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-only-average-in-national-dropout-

rankings/article/3659331

 

Plan for building new Oklahoma ME office is worth considering 

http://newsok.com/plan-for-building-new-oklahoma-me-office-is-worth-

considering/article/3659330#ixzz1plAGnoMY

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma property tax cut proposal for older homeowners OK'd by Senate panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120321_16_A11_CUTLIN90416

 

No welcome mat for Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A11_CUTLIN728613

 

Expo Square CEO Andrus seeking more than just $124,493 in profit at fairgrounds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120321_16_A1_CUTLIN892508

 

Romney routs Santorum in GOP primary in Illinois

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120321_13_A8_CUTLIN611428

 

House Republican budget blueprint offers steep cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_CUTLIN564883

 

Afghanistan plan is on track, top U.S. commander says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A4_CUTLIN397479

 

GOP chips away at Obama health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_ULNSeC802172

 

New clue could help solve Earhart mystery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A10_CUTLIN853952

 

Court wary of juvenile life terms
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A7_WSIGOh33827

 

Obama to visit heavily fortified Korean border

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A8_WASHIN456124

 

Rain eases drought, may last through Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN793233

 

Flood warnings continue, but waters receding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120321_100_0_Muchof539269

 

Contractors help rebuild SE Oklahoma City bridge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO300100

 

Girl Scouts to visit Oklahoma Capitol for centennial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO286569

 

Oklahoma City University students volunteer to help with Joplin cleanup over

spring break

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A13_JOPLIN267223

 

Formal charges filed against Dennehy in Tulsa courthouse shootings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN888276

 

Tulsa-area educators' concerns over new public-school grading system aired to a

recording device

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120321_19_A1_Severa872451

 

Oklahoma activists to demonstrate during Obama visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO142123

 

Mexican immigration defendant could benefit from new "fast-track" program in Tulsa

federal court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A11_CUTLIN349115

 

Tulsa County man's 15-year prison term for wife's death of neglect affirmed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A15_CUTLIN709104

 

Editorial: Education nonprofits, events look similar

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_11_A16_Isypty71532

 

Editorial: Tuberculosis still a threat in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Energy execs eye Obama’s Cushing visit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%E2%80%99s-

cushing-visit-energy/

 

Bill would require generators at assisted-living centers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-

centers-capitol/

 

Hospice of Green Country to offer ‘Oysters & Ale’ for first fundraiser in 11 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/hospice-to-offer-%E2%80%98oysters-

ale%E2%80%99-for-first-fundraiser-in-11-years-nonprofit/

 

Democrats: Obama visit energizing party

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/democrats-obama-visit-energizing-party-energy/

 

Mental Health Association in Tulsa buys Brighton Park apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/mental-health-association-in-tulsa-buys-

brighton-park-apartment-complex-real-esate/

 

Weathering the seasons: Mild winter doesn’t mean lack of street problems

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-

doesn%E2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/

 

City Rescue Mission plots downtown OKC food bank

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/city-rescue-mission-plots-downtown-okc-food-

bank-real-estate/

 

Software aims to calculate fleet emissions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-

fleets-energy/

 

Being Well: Monica Coby, Chesapeake Energy Corp.
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/being-well-monica-coby-chesapeake-energy-

corp-health-care/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/
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KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 23, 2012
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:49:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Interest groups protest Obama's support for Oklahoma-Texas pipeline

http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-

pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x

 

Obama touts energy strategy, support for southern portion of Keystone XL pipeline

http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-

keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj

 

Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit

http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-

credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1

 

Obamacare on trial: A special report

http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038

 

Politics puts Etch A Sketch back in the picture

http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-

picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD

 

Transcript of President Obama's remarks in Cushing, Okla., March 22, 2012

http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-

22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf

 

Trattoria il Centro closes, owners blame demise on Project 180 construction delays

http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-

construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1

 

Popular prosecutor loses cancer battle

http://newsok.com/popular-prosecutor-loses-cancer-battle/article/3660068

 

Pope decries drug violence in Mexico

http://newsok.com/pope-decries-drug-violence-in-mexico/article/feed/363062

 

Arrest demand grows in Fla teen's shooting death

http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-

death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5

 

Broken Arrow man pulled from flooded creek
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http://newsok.com/broken-arrow-man-pulled-from-flooded-creek/article/3660094

 

Sunny skies, patchy fog expected in Oklahoma City Friday

http://newsok.com/sunny-skies-patchy-fog-expected-in-oklahoma-city-

friday/article/3660092#ixzz1px0jAXoG

 

Man walks into Muskogee Wal-Mart, tries to steal an M-4 rifle; employee intercedes

http://newsok.com/man-walks-into-muskogee-wal-mart-tries-to-steal-an-m-4-rifle-

employee-intercedes/article/3660091#ixzz1px0qnpBO

 

Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum

school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-

of-arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1px1MUi9j

 

For some areas of Oklahoma, severe drought is improvement

http://newsok.com/for-some-areas-of-oklahoma-severe-drought-is-

improvement/article/3659949#ixzz1px1TXahI

 

MAPS 3 projects move forward in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/maps-3-projects-move-forward-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3659998#ixzz1px1cFTr5

 

Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military strike

against Iran

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-

military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731#ixzz1px21n3MP

 

170 soldiers return to Oklahoma from Afghanistan and Kuwait

http://newsok.com/170-soldiers-return-to-oklahoma-from-afghanistan-and-

kuwait/article/3659950#ixzz1px2DDYOs

 

Pathway to Health conference planned in Edmond

http://newsok.com/pathway-to-health-conference-planned-in-

edmond/article/3659649?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Hearing begins for Oklahoma man charged in death of parents

http://newsok.com/hearing-begins-for-oklahoma-man-charged-in-death-of-

parents/article/3660096#ixzz1px2aUonO

 

Oklahoma schools need to get comfortable with the idea of selling themselves to

parents

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-need-to-get-comfortable-with-the-idea-of-

selling-themselves-to-parents/article/3659898#ixzz1px2ifVfA

 

Oklahoma agency heads play musical chairs at DHS

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-heads-play-musical-chairs-at-
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dhs/article/3659897#ixzz1px2tFuKV

 

Rains of revival mark drought's demise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/rains-of-revival-mark-droughts-demise-in-

oklahoma/article/3659896#ixzz1px30oTr5
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Obama in Oklahoma: President defends oil policy during Cushing stop

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120323_16_A1_CUTLIN433240

 

'Tax hogs' lying about property tax freeze, lawmaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120323_16_A11_CUTLIN397581

 

Obama supporters thrilled to meet president up close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A1_ULNStt3420

 

Tulsa task force finishes reviewing city fees - all 1,455 of them

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN726017

 

Santorum's best shot: Winning Iowa caucus -  again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120323_13_A7_CUTLIN770768

 

Snapped power poles nothing to worry about

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A13_CUTLIN390398

 

House Republicans target Medicare board proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_CUTLIN771149

 

Senate passes small business investment bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A8_WASHIN595811

 

Bales to be charged with murder in Afghan killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_WASHIN918000

 

U.S. intelligence: Looming water woes will add to global instability
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A6_CUTLIN882241

 

Soldier proposes upon return from war

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN700663

 

BA man pulled from flooded creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=318&articleid=20120323_12_A11_CUTLIN278234

 

Okla. Methodists organize to support gay marriage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_12_A9_OKLAHO601680

 

Three more Oklahomans die from influenza

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120323_12_A16_OKLAHO584315

 

Safe Place program gives kids a home and hope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_11_A11_CUTLIN980525

 

Muskogee Walmart evacuated after man takes rifles from safe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120323_450_0_MSOEoi463687

 

Editorial: State elected officials skip president's visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657

 

Editorial: Obama visits oil patch to support pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_PeietO393323
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Obama touts energy policy near oil hub

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/president-visits-oil-storage-hub-to-promote-

energy-policy-energy/

 

AOK railroad comeback on track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/new-rail-bridge-looking-a-ok-general-news/
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Water reuse bill clears state House

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/

 

Oklahoma City company DeatschWerks cracks Inner City 100

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oklahoma-city-company-deatschwerks-cracks-

inner-city-100-general-news/

 

Restaurateur Kamp pays $1.95M for Neighbors property

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/restaurateur-kamp-pays-1-95m-for-neighbors-

property-real-estate/

 

Jenks’ RiverWalk Crossing Shopping Center hits auction block April 17

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/jenks%E2%80%99-riverwalk-crossing-shopping-

center-hits-auction-block-april-17-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Lift lawmakers’ veil of secrecy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/fourth-reading-lift-lawmakers%E2%80%99-veil-

of-secrecy-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Health Department says three more Oklahomans die due to flu

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1361426233/Health-Department-says-three-

more-Oklahomans-die-due-to-flu

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 23, 2012
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:49:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Interest groups protest Obama's support for Oklahoma-Texas pipeline

http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-

pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x

 

Obama touts energy strategy, support for southern portion of Keystone XL pipeline

http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-

keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj

 

Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit

http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-

credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1

 

Obamacare on trial: A special report

http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038

 

Politics puts Etch A Sketch back in the picture

http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-

picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD

 

Transcript of President Obama's remarks in Cushing, Okla., March 22, 2012

http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-

22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf

 

Trattoria il Centro closes, owners blame demise on Project 180 construction delays

http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-

construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1

 

Popular prosecutor loses cancer battle

http://newsok.com/popular-prosecutor-loses-cancer-battle/article/3660068

 

Pope decries drug violence in Mexico

http://newsok.com/pope-decries-drug-violence-in-mexico/article/feed/363062

 

Arrest demand grows in Fla teen's shooting death

http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-

death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5

 

Broken Arrow man pulled from flooded creek
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http://newsok.com/broken-arrow-man-pulled-from-flooded-creek/article/3660094

 

Sunny skies, patchy fog expected in Oklahoma City Friday

http://newsok.com/sunny-skies-patchy-fog-expected-in-oklahoma-city-

friday/article/3660092#ixzz1px0jAXoG

 

Man walks into Muskogee Wal-Mart, tries to steal an M-4 rifle; employee intercedes

http://newsok.com/man-walks-into-muskogee-wal-mart-tries-to-steal-an-m-4-rifle-

employee-intercedes/article/3660091#ixzz1px0qnpBO

 

Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum

school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-

of-arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1px1MUi9j

 

For some areas of Oklahoma, severe drought is improvement

http://newsok.com/for-some-areas-of-oklahoma-severe-drought-is-

improvement/article/3659949#ixzz1px1TXahI

 

MAPS 3 projects move forward in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/maps-3-projects-move-forward-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3659998#ixzz1px1cFTr5

 

Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military strike

against Iran

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-

military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731#ixzz1px21n3MP

 

170 soldiers return to Oklahoma from Afghanistan and Kuwait

http://newsok.com/170-soldiers-return-to-oklahoma-from-afghanistan-and-

kuwait/article/3659950#ixzz1px2DDYOs

 

Pathway to Health conference planned in Edmond

http://newsok.com/pathway-to-health-conference-planned-in-

edmond/article/3659649?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Hearing begins for Oklahoma man charged in death of parents

http://newsok.com/hearing-begins-for-oklahoma-man-charged-in-death-of-

parents/article/3660096#ixzz1px2aUonO

 

Oklahoma schools need to get comfortable with the idea of selling themselves to

parents

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-need-to-get-comfortable-with-the-idea-of-

selling-themselves-to-parents/article/3659898#ixzz1px2ifVfA

 

Oklahoma agency heads play musical chairs at DHS

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-heads-play-musical-chairs-at-
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dhs/article/3659897#ixzz1px2tFuKV

 

Rains of revival mark drought's demise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/rains-of-revival-mark-droughts-demise-in-

oklahoma/article/3659896#ixzz1px30oTr5
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Obama in Oklahoma: President defends oil policy during Cushing stop

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120323_16_A1_CUTLIN433240

 

'Tax hogs' lying about property tax freeze, lawmaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120323_16_A11_CUTLIN397581

 

Obama supporters thrilled to meet president up close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A1_ULNStt3420

 

Tulsa task force finishes reviewing city fees - all 1,455 of them

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN726017

 

Santorum's best shot: Winning Iowa caucus -  again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120323_13_A7_CUTLIN770768

 

Snapped power poles nothing to worry about

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A13_CUTLIN390398

 

House Republicans target Medicare board proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_CUTLIN771149

 

Senate passes small business investment bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A8_WASHIN595811

 

Bales to be charged with murder in Afghan killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_WASHIN918000

 

U.S. intelligence: Looming water woes will add to global instability
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A6_CUTLIN882241

 

Soldier proposes upon return from war

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN700663

 

BA man pulled from flooded creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=318&articleid=20120323_12_A11_CUTLIN278234

 

Okla. Methodists organize to support gay marriage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_12_A9_OKLAHO601680

 

Three more Oklahomans die from influenza

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120323_12_A16_OKLAHO584315

 

Safe Place program gives kids a home and hope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_11_A11_CUTLIN980525

 

Muskogee Walmart evacuated after man takes rifles from safe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120323_450_0_MSOEoi463687

 

Editorial: State elected officials skip president's visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657

 

Editorial: Obama visits oil patch to support pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_PeietO393323
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Obama touts energy policy near oil hub

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/president-visits-oil-storage-hub-to-promote-

energy-policy-energy/

 

AOK railroad comeback on track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/new-rail-bridge-looking-a-ok-general-news/
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Water reuse bill clears state House

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/

 

Oklahoma City company DeatschWerks cracks Inner City 100

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oklahoma-city-company-deatschwerks-cracks-

inner-city-100-general-news/

 

Restaurateur Kamp pays $1.95M for Neighbors property

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/restaurateur-kamp-pays-1-95m-for-neighbors-

property-real-estate/

 

Jenks’ RiverWalk Crossing Shopping Center hits auction block April 17

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/jenks%E2%80%99-riverwalk-crossing-shopping-

center-hits-auction-block-april-17-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Lift lawmakers’ veil of secrecy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/fourth-reading-lift-lawmakers%E2%80%99-veil-

of-secrecy-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Health Department says three more Oklahomans die due to flu

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1361426233/Health-Department-says-three-

more-Oklahomans-die-due-to-flu

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 24, 2011
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:02:02 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma House panel approves measure allowing retired district attorneys to carry

weapons

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-measure-allowing-retired-

district-attorneys-to-carry-weapons/article/3551226

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin taking heat for supporting 'Obamacare' measure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-taking-heat-for-supporting-obamacare-

measure/article/3551207

 

Oklahoma schools observe Kick Butts Day

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-observe-kick-butts-day/article/3551235

 

Health care law's effects in Oklahoma debated on anniversary

http://newsok.com/health-care-laws-effects-in-oklahoma-debated-on-

anniversary/article/3551229
 

Stolen buffalo statue recovered, returned home to McAlester school

http://newsok.com/stolen-buffalo-statue-recovered-returned-home-to-mcalester-

school/article/3551225

 

Oklahoma students qualify for national cyber security competition

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-students-qualify-for-national-cyber-security-

competition/article/3551228
 

Edmond planning commissioners approve electronic sign

http://newsok.com/edmond-planning-commissioners-approve-electronic-

sign/article/3551196?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

OU students, faculty, staff gear up for Big Event

http://newsok.com/ou-students-faculty-staff-gear-up-for-big-event/article/3551173?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Tax help for seniors, low-income residents still available in Norman

http://newsok.com/tax-help-for-seniors-low-income-residents-still-available-in-

norman/article/3550878?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Grand Prix racing proposal zips through Oklahoma House panel

http://newsok.com/grand-prix-racing-proposal-zips-through-oklahoma-house-

panel/article/3551280
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Women in Recovery program graduates 12 at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/women-in-recovery-program-graduates-12-at-oklahoma-state-

capitol/article/3551249

 

Health care law's effects in Oklahoma debated on anniversary

http://newsok.com/health-care-laws-effects-in-oklahoma-debated-on-

anniversary/article/3551229

 

Lawmakers should listen to chancellor on gun bill

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-should-listen-to-chancellor-on-gun-

bill/article/3551215?custom_click=lead_story_title

 

Stable housing market helps Oklahoma weather recession

http://newsok.com/stable-housing-market-helps-oklahoma-weather-

recession/article/3551214?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

Legislature should give breeder law a chance to succeed

http://newsok.com/legislature-should-give-breeder-law-a-chance-to-

succeed/article/3551213?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate panel approves bill to limit damages

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A10_CUTLIN733138

GOP rips Fallin over health-care bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A1_CUTLIN993267

Coal plant haze plan gets mixed responses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A11_CUTLIN479646

Tulsa students visit Capitol to support anti-bullying bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A10_OKLAHO555183

Women in Recovery graduates lauded

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A13_CUTLIN308060

Downtown traffic roundabout project set to start this summer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_11_A11_CUTLIN160713

Council set to vote tonight to override mayor's veto 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_11_0_TheCit826294

Wildfires threaten homes in Osage County, B'ville

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A11_CUTLIN363129

Study: Oklahoma's low parole rate costing taxpayers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN554737

State education board may consider Boynton-Moton's accreditation today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_0_OKLAHO197624

TCC funds lab equipment for area high schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_19_A3_CUTLIN288042

Nine rescued dogs go up for adoption

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A15_CUTLIN794935

Intimidation of witness alleged in cruelty case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A15_ULNSba881645

House committee OKs measure to allow retired DAs to tote guns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_A10_OKLAHO103424

OSU student gets out message on National Kick Butts Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A13_STILLW624734

One-pot method means meth labs may be anywhere

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN87613

Tulsa man views sign as tribute to late wife, but organization has a different view of it

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN527428

Officer's mosque suit adds city, chief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_14_A14_CUTLIN675438
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State seeks toput teen killer in adult prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_14_A14_ULNSbi980693

Lottery measures pass and fail, but none that would help the lottery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110324_61_A16_Thesta981355

Safe Place

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110324_61_A16_Foryea770626

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Hamm: No decision on incentives

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/hamm-no-decision-on-incentives-energy/

 

Port of Catoosa dedicates rebuilt entrance

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/port-of-catoosa-dedicates-rebuilt-entrance-

general-news/

 

Studies detail immigrants’ contributions to state

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/studies-detail-immigrants%e2%80%99-

contributions-to-state-capitol/

 

OPEC official: Price volatility hurts oil, gas industries

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/opec-official-price-volatility-hurts-oil-gas-

industries-energy/

 
Pruitt vows to fight EPA plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/pruitt-vows-to-fight-epa-plan-energy/

 

Spirit Bankcorp misses TARP payments

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/spirit-bankcorp-misses-tarp-payments-finance/
 
‘The next right thing’: Women in Recovery graduates tell their stories

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/alternative-to-prison-program-continues-

success-law/

 

Bill OKs substitute drugs for executions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/bill-oks-substitute-drugs-for-executions-law/

 

Should inmates have access to social media?

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/should-inmates-have-access-to-social-media-
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law/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

 Grass fires scorch southeast Cleveland County

Lighting ordinance nearing adoption

Food and Shelter to partner with Regional Food Bank

 
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

39690

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/should-inmates-have-access-to-social-media-law/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x10255362/Grass-fires-scorch-southeast-Cleveland-County
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x10255360/Lighting-ordinance-nearing-adoption
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x10255424/Food-and-Shelter-to-partner-with-Regional-Food-Bank
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 24, 2011
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:02:01 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma House panel approves measure allowing retired district attorneys to carry

weapons

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-measure-allowing-retired-

district-attorneys-to-carry-weapons/article/3551226

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin taking heat for supporting 'Obamacare' measure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-taking-heat-for-supporting-obamacare-

measure/article/3551207

 

Oklahoma schools observe Kick Butts Day

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-observe-kick-butts-day/article/3551235

 

Health care law's effects in Oklahoma debated on anniversary

http://newsok.com/health-care-laws-effects-in-oklahoma-debated-on-

anniversary/article/3551229
 

Stolen buffalo statue recovered, returned home to McAlester school

http://newsok.com/stolen-buffalo-statue-recovered-returned-home-to-mcalester-

school/article/3551225

 

Oklahoma students qualify for national cyber security competition

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-students-qualify-for-national-cyber-security-

competition/article/3551228
 

Edmond planning commissioners approve electronic sign

http://newsok.com/edmond-planning-commissioners-approve-electronic-

sign/article/3551196?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

OU students, faculty, staff gear up for Big Event

http://newsok.com/ou-students-faculty-staff-gear-up-for-big-event/article/3551173?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Tax help for seniors, low-income residents still available in Norman

http://newsok.com/tax-help-for-seniors-low-income-residents-still-available-in-

norman/article/3550878?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Grand Prix racing proposal zips through Oklahoma House panel

http://newsok.com/grand-prix-racing-proposal-zips-through-oklahoma-house-

panel/article/3551280
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Women in Recovery program graduates 12 at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/women-in-recovery-program-graduates-12-at-oklahoma-state-

capitol/article/3551249

 

Health care law's effects in Oklahoma debated on anniversary

http://newsok.com/health-care-laws-effects-in-oklahoma-debated-on-

anniversary/article/3551229

 

Lawmakers should listen to chancellor on gun bill

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-should-listen-to-chancellor-on-gun-

bill/article/3551215?custom_click=lead_story_title

 

Stable housing market helps Oklahoma weather recession

http://newsok.com/stable-housing-market-helps-oklahoma-weather-

recession/article/3551214?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

Legislature should give breeder law a chance to succeed

http://newsok.com/legislature-should-give-breeder-law-a-chance-to-

succeed/article/3551213?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate panel approves bill to limit damages

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A10_CUTLIN733138

GOP rips Fallin over health-care bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A1_CUTLIN993267

Coal plant haze plan gets mixed responses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A11_CUTLIN479646

Tulsa students visit Capitol to support anti-bullying bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A10_OKLAHO555183

Women in Recovery graduates lauded

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_16_A13_CUTLIN308060

Downtown traffic roundabout project set to start this summer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_11_A11_CUTLIN160713

Council set to vote tonight to override mayor's veto 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_11_0_TheCit826294

Wildfires threaten homes in Osage County, B'ville

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A11_CUTLIN363129

Study: Oklahoma's low parole rate costing taxpayers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN554737

State education board may consider Boynton-Moton's accreditation today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_0_OKLAHO197624

TCC funds lab equipment for area high schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_19_A3_CUTLIN288042

Nine rescued dogs go up for adoption

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A15_CUTLIN794935

Intimidation of witness alleged in cruelty case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A15_ULNSba881645

House committee OKs measure to allow retired DAs to tote guns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_A10_OKLAHO103424

OSU student gets out message on National Kick Butts Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A13_STILLW624734

One-pot method means meth labs may be anywhere

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN87613

Tulsa man views sign as tribute to late wife, but organization has a different view of it

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN527428

Officer's mosque suit adds city, chief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_14_A14_CUTLIN675438
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State seeks toput teen killer in adult prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_14_A14_ULNSbi980693

Lottery measures pass and fail, but none that would help the lottery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110324_61_A16_Thesta981355

Safe Place

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110324_61_A16_Foryea770626

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Hamm: No decision on incentives

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/hamm-no-decision-on-incentives-energy/

 

Port of Catoosa dedicates rebuilt entrance

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/port-of-catoosa-dedicates-rebuilt-entrance-

general-news/

 

Studies detail immigrants’ contributions to state

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/studies-detail-immigrants%e2%80%99-

contributions-to-state-capitol/

 

OPEC official: Price volatility hurts oil, gas industries

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/opec-official-price-volatility-hurts-oil-gas-

industries-energy/

 
Pruitt vows to fight EPA plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/pruitt-vows-to-fight-epa-plan-energy/

 

Spirit Bankcorp misses TARP payments

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/spirit-bankcorp-misses-tarp-payments-finance/
 
‘The next right thing’: Women in Recovery graduates tell their stories

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/alternative-to-prison-program-continues-

success-law/

 

Bill OKs substitute drugs for executions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/bill-oks-substitute-drugs-for-executions-law/

 

Should inmates have access to social media?

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/should-inmates-have-access-to-social-media-
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law/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

 Grass fires scorch southeast Cleveland County

Lighting ordinance nearing adoption

Food and Shelter to partner with Regional Food Bank

 
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 26-28, 2011
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:27:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 Fallin feeling heat for accepting federal health funds

http://newsok.com/fallin-feeling-heat-for-accepting-federal-health-

funds/article/3552190#ixzz1HtsfI0Kq

 

Oklahoma governor opposes steeper state agency cuts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-opposes-steeper-state-agency-

cuts/article/3551995

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 fundraising documents display candidates' differences

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-fundraising-documents-display-

candidates-differences/article/3551958#ixzz1Htt7ct00

 

Governor names Clay Bennett to University of Oklahoma regents

http://newsok.com/governor-names-clay-bennett-to-university-of-oklahoma-

regents/article/3551934#ixzz1HttL6lob

 

Students take behind-the-scenes look at Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/students-take-behind-the-scenes-look-at-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3551758

 

The Ethanol Debate

http://newsok.com/the-ethanol-debate/article/3552439?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Much precedes issuance of tornado warning

http://newsok.com/much-precedes-issuance-of-tornado-warning/article/3552247?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

It's time for severe weather in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/its-time-for-severe-weather-in-oklahoma/article/3552238?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Tom Coburn's attack on ethanol subsidy collects powerful allies

http://newsok.com/tom-coburns-attack-on-ethanol-subsidy-collects-powerful-

allies/article/3552440#ixzz1HtrhTmv2

 

Tornado preparedness

http://newsok.com/tornado-preparedness/article/3552241

 

First female VP candidate Ferraro dies at 75
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http://newsok.com/first-female-vp-candidate-ferraro-dies-at-

75/article/3552215#ixzz1Hts9DBu1

 

GOP 2012 hopefuls criticize Obama's Libyan policy

http://newsok.com/gop-2012-hopefuls-criticize-obamas-libyan-policy/article/3552200

 

Middle Eastern council members questioned

http://newsok.com/middle-eastern-council-members-questioned/article/3551932

 

Gov. Mary Fallin replaces five of six Oklahoma Turnpike Authority members

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-replaces-five-of-six-oklahoma-turnpike-authority-

members/article/3551818#ixzz1Htu3PwVL

 

Edmond city union employees agree to $350 stipend 

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-union-employees-agree-to-350-

stipend/article/3551755#ixzz1HtuVC6zx

 

Nation's lieutenant governors headed to Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/nations-lieutenant-governors-headed-to-oklahoma-

city/article/3551731

 

Federal district court salutes 18 women for firsts in nation, Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/federal-district-court-salutes-18-women-for-firsts-in-nation-

oklahoma/article/3551713#ixzz1Htv6Zcdx

 

Oklahoma agencies may face steeper budget cuts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agencies-may-face-steeper-budget-

cuts/article/3551586

 

Oklahoma Board of Education revokes two teaching certificates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-revokes-two-teaching-

certificates/article/3551581#ixzz1HtvY3gdi

 

Veterans told to reach out to returning soldiers

http://newsok.com/veterans-told-to-reach-out-to-returning-

soldiers/article/3551576#ixzz1Htvl8rUb

 

Four to be inducted into the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/four-to-be-inducted-into-the-oklahoma-historians-hall-of-

fame/article/3551573#ixzz1Htw2IoiA

 

Speaker defends appointment of Oklahoma House budget chairman

http://newsok.com/speaker-defends-appointment-of-oklahoma-house-budget-

chairman/article/3551571#ixzz1HtwIl8BW

 

States' school cuts raise doubts among some GOP voters

http://newsok.com/states-school-cuts-raise-doubts-among-some-gop-

voters/article/3551435#ixzz1Htwa9doz
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Fallin feeling heat for accepting federal health funds

http://newsok.com/fallin-feeling-heat-for-accepting-federal-health-

funds/article/3552190#ixzz1HtxBPF5k

 

Therapeutic riding center at Yukon helps children with horses

http://newsok.com/therapeutic-riding-center-at-yukon-helps-children-with-

horses/article/3552188#ixzz1HtxY9e2v

 

Edmond woman is breathing easy on her 50th birthday

http://newsok.com/edmond-woman-is-breathing-easy-on-her-50th-

birthday/article/3552187#ixzz1HtxqtoiK

 

Geneticist says Japanese nuclear crisis no threat to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/geneticist-says-japanese-nuclear-crisis-no-threat-to-

oklahoma/article/3551912#ixzz1Hty6d5wl

 

Pseudoephdrine tablet issue debated in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pseudoephdrine-tablet-issue-debated-in-

oklahoma/article/3551929

 

Officials say meth problem growing in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/officials-say-meth-problem-growing-in-oklahoma/article/3551928

 

Bids for Kids auction to help Oklahoma's foster kids

http://newsok.com/bids-for-kids-auction-to-help-oklahomas-foster-

kids/article/3551827#ixzz1HtyrHxfV

 

Oklahoma should work to fix flaws in mental illness record-sharing

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-work-to-fix-flaws-in-mental-illness-record-

sharing/article/3551788#ixzz1Htz815zX

 

Diversity still vital as Oklahoma's energy sector expands

http://newsok.com/diversity-still-vital-as-oklahomas-energy-sector-

expands/article/3551787#ixzz1HtzK4c3J

 

In Oklahoma House, a river of rift flows over Obamacare

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-house-a-river-of-rift-flows-over-

obamacare/article/3551786#ixzz1HtzX3ASv

 

Reading-based school promotion policy has merit

http://newsok.com/reading-based-school-promotion-policy-has-merit/article/3551776

 

Parole report underscores need for new approach

http://newsok.com/parole-report-underscores-need-for-new-

approach/article/3551775

 

ScissorTales: Texas' economic pain s houldn't last long
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 http://newsok.com/scissortales-texas-economic-pain-shouldnt-last-

long/article/3551765

New convention center may be a long time in coming

http://newsok.com/new-convention-center-may-be-a-long-time-in-

coming/article/3551485#ixzz1Hu0QvoNE

 

Redbuds' colorful show is on full display

http://newsok.com/redbuds-colorful-show-is-on-full-display/article/3551484
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Senate committee to take up fetus pain bill
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Look out Big Bird, here comes the Legislature
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Medicare rise could mean no Social Security COLA 
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Tulsa GOP moves further right at convention Saturday
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Prison reform measure offers ways to save money
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Sally Kern bill unconstitutional, bad for business, critics say
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Political notebook: Upcoming party convention
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Fallin urges alternatives to agency cuts
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Gov. Fallin names five to Turnpike Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Social Security: It's likely status quo
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Tulsa's older parks need new uses, not makeovers, group says
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Tulsa retiring Public Works Director Charles Hardt leaving his mark on city
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Criminals help Tulsa businesses for 20 cents an hour
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Obama defends Libyan action
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GOP 2012 hopefuls criticize Obama's Libyan policy 
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WWII veteran gets medals 65 years later
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Tulsa-area schools adopt common standards
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OKC's Dove Science Academy — where dreams really do come true
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Youth find appreciation for science at camp
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Tulsa soldier humbled by appreciation shown at American Legion salute
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New Rogers County Courthouse to stand tall in downtown Claremore
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Community puts residents in charge
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Oklahoma will require all incoming seventh-graders to have whooping cough vaccine
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OKC's Dove Science Academy — where dreams really do come true
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Plans for TPS changes go public Tuesday
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Monday: Pretrial motions continue in police corruption probe
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Truck crashes into Bartlett Square fountain
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Prison cuts mean idle inmates
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United Keetoowah Band operates casino in Tahlequah without paying fees to state
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One-third of Tulsa students on choice transfer
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Oklahoma prosecutors embrace alternative sentencing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_11_A1_CUTLIN973845

Anti-bullying rally draws state Capitol crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110328_61_A11_Lsekao16613

NATO takes over Libya mission
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Tulsa's demographic trends mean major changes lie ahead
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_211_G1_CUTLIN799641

Innocence clinic coming to Oklahoma — finally

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_214_G1_Standi593029

Prohibiting social promotion won't solve reading deficiencies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_215_G6_Social209697

Mayoral-council tiff over veto means it's still business as usual at City Hall

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_CUTLIN493070

Parole process cries out for major overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_Fiveye875792

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Top Devon execs make a combined $36.7M in 2010

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/top-devon-execs-made-a-combined-36-7m-in-

2010-energy/

 

Charitable clinics face challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/charitable-clinics-face-challenges-health-care/

 

Entrepreneur develops product to shield cars, trucks from hail

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/entrepreneur-develops-product-to-shield-cars-

trucks-from-hail-general-news/

 

VisitTulsa expands focus to suburbs, seeks private funds

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/visittulsa-expands-focus-to-suburbs-seeks-

private-funds-general-news/

 

OSU increases emphasis on animal welfare 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/osu-increases-emphasis-on-animal-welfare-

general-news/

 

Ann, Sobrino to speak at Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/ann-sobrino-to-speak-at-women-entrepreneurs-

inspire-conference-general-news/

 

Regents OK design of new OU athletic housing

39702

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_211_G1_CUTLIN799641
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_211_G1_CUTLIN799641
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_214_G1_Standi593029
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_214_G1_Standi593029
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_215_G6_Social209697
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_215_G6_Social209697
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_CUTLIN493070
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_CUTLIN493070
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_Fiveye875792
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_Fiveye875792
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/top-devon-execs-made-a-combined-36-7m-in-2010-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/top-devon-execs-made-a-combined-36-7m-in-2010-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/charitable-clinics-face-challenges-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/entrepreneur-develops-product-to-shield-cars-trucks-from-hail-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/entrepreneur-develops-product-to-shield-cars-trucks-from-hail-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/visittulsa-expands-focus-to-suburbs-seeks-private-funds-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/visittulsa-expands-focus-to-suburbs-seeks-private-funds-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/osu-increases-emphasis-on-animal-welfare-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/osu-increases-emphasis-on-animal-welfare-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/ann-sobrino-to-speak-at-women-entrepreneurs-inspire-conference-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/ann-sobrino-to-speak-at-women-entrepreneurs-inspire-conference-general-news/


http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/regents-ok-design-of-new-ou-athletic-housing-

real-estate/

 

Lawsuit targets investors in Ponzi scheme

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/lawsuit-targets-investors-in-ponzi-scheme-la/

 

Pocketing the weather: Company to launch technology providing mobile forecasts,

warnings

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/pocketing-the-weather-company-to-launch-

technology-providing-mobile-forecasts-warnings-general-news/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Alligator sighting reported in Oklahoma

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10256452/Alligator-sighting-reported-in-

Oklahoma

 

Winning Mega Millions ticket worth $312M sold in N.Y.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288365880/Winning-Mega-Millions-ticket-

worth-312M-sold-in-N-Y

 

Leaders predict deeper budget cuts

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255646/Leaders-predict-deeper-budget-

cuts

 

Protesters picket Fallin in Tulsa

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255656/Protesters-picket-Fallin-in-Tulsa

 

Eastern Okla. school district to be closed in June

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255686/Eastern-Okla-school-district-to-

be-closed-in-June

 

Senate panel OKs limit on civil damages

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255380/Senate-panel-OKs-limit-on-civil-

damages
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 9, 2012
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:22:52 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislative leaders pull bill that would set up health insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislative-leaders-pull-bill-that-would-set-up-health-

insurance-exchange/article/3655990#ixzz1od4Rhe6A

 

Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state employees 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-

deduction-for-state-employees/article/3655867#ixzz1od0sxr23

 

Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-

to-state-of-oklahoma/article/3655868#ixzz1od10FaUi

 

Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state finance office

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-

to-state-finance-office/article/3655909#ixzz1oczIzlnd

 

Oklahoma Capitol updates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856

 

Group questions Oklahoma's state spending practices

http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-

practices/article/3655957

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3655908

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-

from-devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard improvements 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-

improvements/article/3655823#ixzz1ocwDZna9

 

Moore voters keep 3 city incumbents, likely to replace a fourth 

http://newsok.com/moore-voters-keep-3-city-incumbents-likely-to-replace-a-

fourth/article/3655310#ixzz1ocwrGq9O

 

The Flaming Lips, Jackson Browne, John Mellencamp, Arlo Guthrie head all-star
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lineup at Woody Guthrie Centennial Celebration Concert in Tulsa

http://newsok.com/the-flaming-lips-jackson-browne-john-mellencamp-arlo-guthrie-

head-all-star-lineup-at-woody-guthrie-centennial-celebration-concert-in-

tulsa/article/3655423#ixzz1ocxD4bg5

 

Arlo Guthrie speaks his mind, just like his dad

http://newsok.com/arlo-guthrie-speaks-his-mind-just-like-his-

dad/article/3655422#ixzz1ocxUzoES

 

Hearing reset for Oklahoma woman in horse theft and animal cruelty case 

http://newsok.com/hearing-reset-for-oklahoma-woman-in-horse-theft-and-animal-

cruelty-case/article/3656072#ixzz1ocxkXL6n

 

Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla leader Joseph

Kony 

http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-

guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832#ixzz1ocyZchJU

 

U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-

pipeline/article/3655850#ixzz1ocyhlYs4

 

Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.'s Ronald Reagan Washington National

Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-

washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3655851#ixzz1ocyuqiDo

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-

dems/article/feed/357569

 

Flu sends 48 to hospitals in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/flu-sends-48-to-hospitals-in-oklahoma/article/3655994

 

Teen who brought loaded gun to Ponca City school made no threats 

http://newsok.com/teen-who-brought-loaded-gun-to-ponca-city-school-made-no-

threats/article/3655843#ixzz1od5BySHr

 

Osage Exploration trying to make its mark in Oklahoma oil play 

http://newsok.com/osage-exploration-trying-to-make-its-mark-in-oklahoma-oil-

play/article/3655839#ixzz1od5PCc00

 

Stock futures edge higher on February job gains 

http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-

gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB

 

US trade deficit hits $52.6 billion in January 
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http://newsok.com/us-trade-deficit-hits-52.6-billion-in-

january/article/feed/357582#ixzz1od5gSooL

 

Economy adds 227K jobs, jobless rate unchanged

http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-

unchanged/article/feed/357583

 

Obama keeping manufacturing focus in Virginia

http://newsok.com/obama-keeping-manufacturing-focus-in-

virginia/article/feed/357577

 

Solar storm not nearly as bad as could have been 

http://newsok.com/solar-storm-not-nearly-as-bad-as-could-have-

been/article/feed/357400#ixzz1od67Wc9j

 

Supply levels push natural gas prices down

http://newsok.com/supply-levels-push-natural-gas-prices-down/article/3655882

 

FAA forecasts airfares will continue to soar this decade 

http://newsok.com/faa-forecasts-airfares-will-continue-to-soar-this-

decade/article/3655861#ixzz1od6V1HLX

 

Fixed-rate mortgages remain a bargain

http://newsok.com/fixed-rate-mortgages-remain-a-bargain/article/3655849

 

Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-

oklahoma/article/3655775#ixzz1od6xdefx

 

Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma's neighboring states

http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-

states/article/3655774

 

More mental health beds needed in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
 

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957

 

Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155

 

House advances bill regarding state workers' charitable gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO144466

 

Oklahoma Department of Education slush funds depleted, closed in 2011

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO601260

 

Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486

 

Romney heads South into evangelical states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546

 

EMSA information unclear, Tulsa councilors say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=699&articleid=20120309_11_A1_ULNSMA188515

 

Tulsa sisters' Santorum song big hit on YouTube

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_16_A9_CUTLIN477956

 

Tulsa sees sales-tax revenue increase for seventh-straight month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120309_11_A13_Tulsas475540

 

Timothy Shaun Stemple's family asks governor to stop execution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350

 

Tulsa City Council notebook: Changes to council districts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120309_11_A5_bChang866058

 

House passes bipartisan bill to help startups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629

 

Contracts awarded for turnpikes in Tulsa, Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO347000

 

Inhofe has role in film aimed at Ugandan militant's ouster
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A9_WSIGOe600142

 

On-the-job photos can cross the line for Oklahoma City first responders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120309_12_0_OKLAHO663845

 

OSU teams ready unmanned planes for competition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120309_330_0_STILLW901660

 

Sallisaw doctor surrenders medical license for pre-signing prescriptions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120309_12_0_Amedic263090

 

Judgment grows as Rogers County explores options

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_12_A11_CLAREM470359

 

Jenks food bank volunteers raise money for larger facility

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_19_A9_CUTLIN599152

 

400 Oklahoma Guard soldiers to return to state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120309_11_A7_AotOlh309548

 

Woman killed while fighting off car thief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_450_0_Ayearo932437

 

Officers in Tulsa County Courthouse shooting followed training, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN540661

 

Tulsa's Oasis Adult Day Center moves to new site after 16 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_11_A11_CUTLIN132782

 

Tulsa County's newest district judge sworn in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280

 

Two new defendants named to Tulsa sex-trafficking case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A13_Newdef779914

 

Skiatook man given two years in oxycodone case
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A13_ASitoa664520

 

Editorial: Response to courthouse shooting quick, effective

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120309_61_A14_Somequ76244

 

Editorial: Tulsans have suggestions about new park addition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120309_61_A14_Itisen871734
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Tax credits the talk of Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/

Sign of the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okc-council-to-consider-demolition-of-jewel-

theater-real-estate/

Tulsa to change water treatment chemical

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-

general-news/

Two Okla. entrepreneurs headed to Mexico for trade show

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/two-okla-entrepreneurs-headed-to-mexico-for-

trade-show-general-news/

My Fit Foods plots stores in Tulsa, OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/my-fit-foods-plots-stores-in-tulsa-okc-real-

estate/

Garth Brooks sells Edmond land to developer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/garth-brooks-sells-edmond-land-to-developer-

real-estate/

Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training exercise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-

preparedness-training-exercise-general-news/

Mini-storage complex more than doubles in value

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/mini-storage-complex-more-than-doubles-in-

value-real-estate/

Northwest Oil & Gas Exploration buys downtown OKC office

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/northwest-oil-gas-exploration-buys-downtown-
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okc-office-real-estate/

Coworking collaborative OkcCoCo in rental snafu

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/coworking-collaborative-okccoco-in-rental-

snafu-real-estate/

Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-

truth-opinion/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Troops to come home

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-

troops-to-arrive-home

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
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USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 9, 2012
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:22:52 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislative leaders pull bill that would set up health insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislative-leaders-pull-bill-that-would-set-up-health-

insurance-exchange/article/3655990#ixzz1od4Rhe6A

 

Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state employees 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-

deduction-for-state-employees/article/3655867#ixzz1od0sxr23

 

Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-

to-state-of-oklahoma/article/3655868#ixzz1od10FaUi

 

Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state finance office

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-

to-state-finance-office/article/3655909#ixzz1oczIzlnd

 

Oklahoma Capitol updates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856

 

Group questions Oklahoma's state spending practices

http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-

practices/article/3655957

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3655908

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-

from-devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard improvements 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-

improvements/article/3655823#ixzz1ocwDZna9

 

Moore voters keep 3 city incumbents, likely to replace a fourth 

http://newsok.com/moore-voters-keep-3-city-incumbents-likely-to-replace-a-

fourth/article/3655310#ixzz1ocwrGq9O

 

The Flaming Lips, Jackson Browne, John Mellencamp, Arlo Guthrie head all-star
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lineup at Woody Guthrie Centennial Celebration Concert in Tulsa

http://newsok.com/the-flaming-lips-jackson-browne-john-mellencamp-arlo-guthrie-

head-all-star-lineup-at-woody-guthrie-centennial-celebration-concert-in-

tulsa/article/3655423#ixzz1ocxD4bg5

 

Arlo Guthrie speaks his mind, just like his dad

http://newsok.com/arlo-guthrie-speaks-his-mind-just-like-his-

dad/article/3655422#ixzz1ocxUzoES

 

Hearing reset for Oklahoma woman in horse theft and animal cruelty case 

http://newsok.com/hearing-reset-for-oklahoma-woman-in-horse-theft-and-animal-

cruelty-case/article/3656072#ixzz1ocxkXL6n

 

Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla leader Joseph

Kony 

http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-

guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832#ixzz1ocyZchJU

 

U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-

pipeline/article/3655850#ixzz1ocyhlYs4

 

Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.'s Ronald Reagan Washington National

Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-

washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3655851#ixzz1ocyuqiDo

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-

dems/article/feed/357569

 

Flu sends 48 to hospitals in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/flu-sends-48-to-hospitals-in-oklahoma/article/3655994

 

Teen who brought loaded gun to Ponca City school made no threats 

http://newsok.com/teen-who-brought-loaded-gun-to-ponca-city-school-made-no-

threats/article/3655843#ixzz1od5BySHr

 

Osage Exploration trying to make its mark in Oklahoma oil play 

http://newsok.com/osage-exploration-trying-to-make-its-mark-in-oklahoma-oil-

play/article/3655839#ixzz1od5PCc00

 

Stock futures edge higher on February job gains 

http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-

gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB

 

US trade deficit hits $52.6 billion in January 

39714

http://newsok.com/the-flaming-lips-jackson-browne-john-mellencamp-arlo-guthrie-head-all-star-lineup-at-woody-guthrie-centennial-celebration-concert-in-tulsa/article/3655423#ixzz1ocxD4bg5
http://newsok.com/the-flaming-lips-jackson-browne-john-mellencamp-arlo-guthrie-head-all-star-lineup-at-woody-guthrie-centennial-celebration-concert-in-tulsa/article/3655423#ixzz1ocxD4bg5
http://newsok.com/the-flaming-lips-jackson-browne-john-mellencamp-arlo-guthrie-head-all-star-lineup-at-woody-guthrie-centennial-celebration-concert-in-tulsa/article/3655423#ixzz1ocxD4bg5
http://newsok.com/arlo-guthrie-speaks-his-mind-just-like-his-dad/article/3655422#ixzz1ocxUzoES
http://newsok.com/arlo-guthrie-speaks-his-mind-just-like-his-dad/article/3655422#ixzz1ocxUzoES
http://newsok.com/hearing-reset-for-oklahoma-woman-in-horse-theft-and-animal-cruelty-case/article/3656072#ixzz1ocxkXL6n
http://newsok.com/hearing-reset-for-oklahoma-woman-in-horse-theft-and-animal-cruelty-case/article/3656072#ixzz1ocxkXL6n
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832#ixzz1ocyZchJU
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832#ixzz1ocyZchJU
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-pipeline/article/3655850#ixzz1ocyhlYs4
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-pipeline/article/3655850#ixzz1ocyhlYs4
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851#ixzz1ocyuqiDo
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851#ixzz1ocyuqiDo
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851#ixzz1ocyuqiDo
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569
http://newsok.com/flu-sends-48-to-hospitals-in-oklahoma/article/3655994
http://newsok.com/teen-who-brought-loaded-gun-to-ponca-city-school-made-no-threats/article/3655843#ixzz1od5BySHr
http://newsok.com/teen-who-brought-loaded-gun-to-ponca-city-school-made-no-threats/article/3655843#ixzz1od5BySHr
http://newsok.com/osage-exploration-trying-to-make-its-mark-in-oklahoma-oil-play/article/3655839#ixzz1od5PCc00
http://newsok.com/osage-exploration-trying-to-make-its-mark-in-oklahoma-oil-play/article/3655839#ixzz1od5PCc00
http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB
http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB


http://newsok.com/us-trade-deficit-hits-52.6-billion-in-

january/article/feed/357582#ixzz1od5gSooL

 

Economy adds 227K jobs, jobless rate unchanged

http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-

unchanged/article/feed/357583

 

Obama keeping manufacturing focus in Virginia

http://newsok.com/obama-keeping-manufacturing-focus-in-

virginia/article/feed/357577

 

Solar storm not nearly as bad as could have been 

http://newsok.com/solar-storm-not-nearly-as-bad-as-could-have-

been/article/feed/357400#ixzz1od67Wc9j

 

Supply levels push natural gas prices down

http://newsok.com/supply-levels-push-natural-gas-prices-down/article/3655882

 

FAA forecasts airfares will continue to soar this decade 

http://newsok.com/faa-forecasts-airfares-will-continue-to-soar-this-

decade/article/3655861#ixzz1od6V1HLX

 

Fixed-rate mortgages remain a bargain

http://newsok.com/fixed-rate-mortgages-remain-a-bargain/article/3655849

 

Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-

oklahoma/article/3655775#ixzz1od6xdefx

 

Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma's neighboring states

http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-

states/article/3655774

 

More mental health beds needed in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
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Oklahoma's GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957

 

Adelson slows anti-income tax bill

39715

http://newsok.com/us-trade-deficit-hits-52.6-billion-in-january/article/feed/357582#ixzz1od5gSooL
http://newsok.com/us-trade-deficit-hits-52.6-billion-in-january/article/feed/357582#ixzz1od5gSooL
http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-unchanged/article/feed/357583
http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-unchanged/article/feed/357583
http://newsok.com/obama-keeping-manufacturing-focus-in-virginia/article/feed/357577
http://newsok.com/obama-keeping-manufacturing-focus-in-virginia/article/feed/357577
http://newsok.com/solar-storm-not-nearly-as-bad-as-could-have-been/article/feed/357400#ixzz1od67Wc9j
http://newsok.com/solar-storm-not-nearly-as-bad-as-could-have-been/article/feed/357400#ixzz1od67Wc9j
http://newsok.com/supply-levels-push-natural-gas-prices-down/article/3655882
http://newsok.com/faa-forecasts-airfares-will-continue-to-soar-this-decade/article/3655861#ixzz1od6V1HLX
http://newsok.com/faa-forecasts-airfares-will-continue-to-soar-this-decade/article/3655861#ixzz1od6V1HLX
http://newsok.com/fixed-rate-mortgages-remain-a-bargain/article/3655849
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-oklahoma/article/3655775#ixzz1od6xdefx
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-oklahoma/article/3655775#ixzz1od6xdefx
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155

 

House advances bill regarding state workers' charitable gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO144466

 

Oklahoma Department of Education slush funds depleted, closed in 2011

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO601260

 

Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486

 

Romney heads South into evangelical states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546

 

EMSA information unclear, Tulsa councilors say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=699&articleid=20120309_11_A1_ULNSMA188515

 

Tulsa sisters' Santorum song big hit on YouTube

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_16_A9_CUTLIN477956

 

Tulsa sees sales-tax revenue increase for seventh-straight month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120309_11_A13_Tulsas475540

 

Timothy Shaun Stemple's family asks governor to stop execution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350

 

Tulsa City Council notebook: Changes to council districts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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House passes bipartisan bill to help startups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Contracts awarded for turnpikes in Tulsa, Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Inhofe has role in film aimed at Ugandan militant's ouster
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On-the-job photos can cross the line for Oklahoma City first responders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120309_12_0_OKLAHO663845

 

OSU teams ready unmanned planes for competition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120309_330_0_STILLW901660

 

Sallisaw doctor surrenders medical license for pre-signing prescriptions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120309_12_0_Amedic263090

 

Judgment grows as Rogers County explores options

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_12_A11_CLAREM470359

 

Jenks food bank volunteers raise money for larger facility

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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400 Oklahoma Guard soldiers to return to state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Woman killed while fighting off car thief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_450_0_Ayearo932437

 

Officers in Tulsa County Courthouse shooting followed training, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
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Tulsa's Oasis Adult Day Center moves to new site after 16 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_11_A11_CUTLIN132782

 

Tulsa County's newest district judge sworn in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280

 

Two new defendants named to Tulsa sex-trafficking case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A13_Newdef779914

 

Skiatook man given two years in oxycodone case
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Editorial: Response to courthouse shooting quick, effective

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120309_61_A14_Somequ76244

 

Editorial: Tulsans have suggestions about new park addition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120309_61_A14_Itisen871734
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Tax credits the talk of Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/

Sign of the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okc-council-to-consider-demolition-of-jewel-

theater-real-estate/

Tulsa to change water treatment chemical

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-

general-news/

Two Okla. entrepreneurs headed to Mexico for trade show

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/two-okla-entrepreneurs-headed-to-mexico-for-

trade-show-general-news/

My Fit Foods plots stores in Tulsa, OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/my-fit-foods-plots-stores-in-tulsa-okc-real-

estate/

Garth Brooks sells Edmond land to developer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/garth-brooks-sells-edmond-land-to-developer-

real-estate/

Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training exercise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-

preparedness-training-exercise-general-news/

Mini-storage complex more than doubles in value

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/mini-storage-complex-more-than-doubles-in-

value-real-estate/

Northwest Oil & Gas Exploration buys downtown OKC office

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/northwest-oil-gas-exploration-buys-downtown-
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okc-office-real-estate/

Coworking collaborative OkcCoCo in rental snafu

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/coworking-collaborative-okccoco-in-rental-

snafu-real-estate/

Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-

truth-opinion/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Troops to come home

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-

troops-to-arrive-home

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
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USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 21-23, 2011
Date: Monday, May 23, 2011 9:50:16 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislators wrap up session

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-wrap-up-session/article/3569981?

custom_click=lead_story_title

Missouri officials say tornado killed at least 89 

http://newsok.com/missouri-officials-say-tornado-killed-at-least-

89/article/3570452#ixzz1NBWfamkn 

Adult day care cuts feared

http://www.newsok.com/adult-day-care-cuts-feared/article/3570192

Fallin enjoys legislative successes

http://www.newsok.com/fallin-enjoys-legislative-successes/article/3570198

In debate over oil tax breaks, facts get slippery 

http://newsok.com/in-debate-over-oil-tax-breaks-facts-get-

slippery/article/3569900#ixzz1NBX3WerJ 

Oklahoma Legislature pushed pro-business measures

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-pushed-pro-business-

measures/article/3570178

Financial reports show Sen. Jim Inhofe wealthiest member of congressional

delegation 

http://newsok.com/financial-reports-show-sen.-jim-inhofe-wealthiest-member-of-

congressional-delegation/article/3570177#ixzz1NBXnvf4X 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs/article/3570043

Billionaire Pickens says Obama lacks energy plan 

http://www.newsok.com/billionaire-pickens-says-obama-lacks-energy-

plan/article/3570025

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin signs redistricting bills

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-signs-redistricting-

bills/article/3570023

Oklahoma Capitol updates 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3569996
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Oklahoma Legislature session highlights

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-session-highlights/article/3569909

Oklahoma legislators end session early, could return

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-end-session-early-could-

return/article/3569840

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal flood help for 10 counties 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-flood-help-for-10-

counties/article/3569786#ixzz1NBZvA0wp 

OU's Ph.D. nurse graduates studied health issues in their communities 

http://newsok.com/ous-ph.d.-nurse-graduates-studied-health-issues-in-their-

communities/article/3570176#ixzz1NBa84AtU

11 Oklahoma medical professionals disciplined by board

http://www.newsok.com/11-oklahoma-medical-professionals-disciplined-by-

board/article/3570139

Horse virus arrives in Oklahoma 

http://www.newsok.com/horse-virus-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3570012

OCAST awards $4 million for health research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-4-million-for-health-research-

projects/article/3569870#ixzz1NBamVTGh

Sluggish housing shows signs of life in Oklahoma City area

http://newsok.com/sluggish-housing-shows-signs-of-life-in-oklahoma-city-

area/article/3569970#ixzz1NBcpJrq6

High gasoline prices cause hardship for more in U.S. 

http://newsok.com/high-gasoline-prices-cause-hardship-for-more-in-

u.s./article/3569925#ixzz1NBcyr6Iu

Gauge of economic activity falls in April 

http://www.newsok.com/gauge-of-economic-activity-falls-in-april/article/feed/261364

US stocks plunge on European debt worries 

http://www.newsok.com/us-stocks-plunge-on-european-debt-

worries/article/feed/261332

Europe's debt turmoil propels dollar higher

http://www.newsok.com/europes-debt-turmoil-propels-dollar-

higher/article/feed/261348

Delayed retirements can affect knowledge transfer 

http://www.newsok.com/delayed-retirements-can-affect-knowledge-
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transfer/article/3569834?custom_click=lead_story_title

Reich targets profits of traditional energy companies 

http://www.newsok.com/reich-targets-profits-of-traditional-energy-

companies/article/3569833?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Two Oklahomans inducted into Country Music Hall of Fame 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahomans-inducted-into-country-music-hall-of-

fame/article/3570573#ixzz1NBTvimw8

Testimony resumes in Oklahoma City pharmacist's murder trial 

http://newsok.com/testimony-resumes-in-oklahoma-city-pharmacists-murder-

trial/article/3570449#ixzz1NBUcvhFh

Oklahoma's new law lowers blood alcohol limits for boat operators 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-law-lowers-blood-alcohol-limits-for-boat-

operators/article/3570448#ixzz1NBUzahbE

Oklahoma military moms receive baby shower 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-military-moms-receive-baby-

shower/article/3570279?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

New calendar brings shorter summer for OKC district students 

http://newsok.com/new-calendar-brings-shorter-summer-for-okc-district-

students/article/3568878#ixzz1NBViZF4a

Expected retirements could cause teacher shortage within decade 

http://newsok.com/expected-retirements-could-cause-teacher-shortage-within-

decade/article/3568666#ixzz1NBVqjIOM

9 arrested at overnight Oklahoma County sobriety checkpoint 

http://newsok.com/9-arrested-at-overnight-oklahoma-county-sobriety-

checkpoint/article/3570438#ixzz1NBVy3wF8

 

Bill will improve Oklahoma workers' comp system

http://www.newsok.com/bill-will-improve-oklahoma-workers-comp-

system/article/3569824?custom_click=headlines_widget

Long journey to top of revenue mountain has begun 

http://newsok.com/long-journey-to-top-of-revenue-mountain-has-

begun/article/3569823#ixzz1NBe7gzUJ

ScissorTales: Oklahoma transforming its business climate for the better 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-transforming-its-business-climate-for-the-

better/article/3569804#ixzz1NBeExapJ

Grant aims to give Centennial High a fresh start 

http://newsok.com/grant-aims-to-give-centennial-high-a-fresh-
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start/article/3569506#ixzz1NBeMkCwu

Pushing for real financial change 

http://www.newsok.com/pushing-for-real-financial-change/article/3569828?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Heritage Foundation debt plan needs to be adopted 

http://newsok.com/heritage-foundation-debt-plan-needs-to-be-

adopted/article/3569821#ixzz1NBejcn7u
 

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Will she or won't she?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110521_16_A1_CUTLIN226688

Q&A with Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A11_bAgebb892157

Political notebook: Treasurer causes stir

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_19_A4_bTreas971538

Sunday morning quarterback: How leaders fared at the Capitol last week

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A10_hGovMa560998

Workers comp law cuts medical fees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_19_A11_CUTLIN667172

What you might have missed in the 2011 Legislature

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_19_A11_CUTLIN603950

Capitol Report: Fallin's pages of hits eclipse misses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A10_OKLAHO789005

New Oklahoma laws passed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A10_CUTLIN930363

Tulsa City Council proposed redistricting map draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A19_CUTLIN877468

Budget, redistricting, lawsuit reform top 2011 legislative successes.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A1_CUTLIN2956

Local property taxes tops in state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Oklahomans can weigh in on health insurance exchanges in public meetings in Tulsa

and Oklahoma City.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_16_A1_CUTLIN63345

Republican Pawlenty running as fiscal fix-it man 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_0_DESMOI59835

Obama: 'Credible peace process' vital to Israel's future

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_A10_CUTLIN962479

Obama focusing on US-Israel bonds after tense week 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_13_0_WASHIN382463

Indiana Gov. Daniels not running for president 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_0_WSIGOn11164

Coburn says he'll propose own budget plan, cutting $9 trillion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A22_WASHIN760048

Tulsa town hall meetings to discuss changing city government

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A12_TheCit40228

Herman Cain, ex-Godfather's Pizza CEO, seeks presidential nomination

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_222_A15_Radiot650147

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A15_WASHIN989528

San Miguel school puts kids on college track

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_19_A1_CUTLIN939613

Tornado rips through main street of Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_GOETeN965850

Testimony resumes in pharmacist murder trial 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OLHMIY193735

Jury selection resuming in trial of warden's wife 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_MANGUM379910

2nd arrest made in deputy's shooting in Oklahoma City 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OKLAHO235983

Tanker driver faces multiple charges, including DUI

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_12_A13_CUTLIN368311

Charter schools go global to fill math, science positions
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_19_A8_FourOk936343

People search for relatives, friends amid destruction in Joplin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_12_0_JOPLIN918826

Will Rogers Turnpike reopened after tornado damage in Joplin, Mo., area closed the

road

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_12_0_Therei967527

Bill to abolish Indian Affairs Commission, create liaison gets mixed reviews

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_11_A12_CUTLIN855823

No sign of fatal fungus in bats in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_12_A17_CUTLIN374614

Oklahomans can weigh in on health insurance exchanges in public meetings in Tulsa

and Oklahoma City.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110523_16_A1_CUTLIN63345

More storms, possible tornados forecast during next three days

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110523_11_0_Foreca577904

Changing lives: Teachers of the Year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110523_19_A13_CUTLIN123151

For some thoroughbred racehorses, retirement risky

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A1_CUTLIN978219

Tulsa police legend says farewell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A1_CUTLIN14847

Some Rader youths could land in Tulsa Jail after center closes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A1_TheTul99232

Closing Tulsa schools' open houses draw former students, memories

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A19_CUTLIN825272

FBI investigating Tulsa cosmetology school for fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A5_Federa482881

Deputy shoots home invasion suspect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A5_Anoffd822662

Tulsa Historical Society to honor Hall of Fame inductees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A21_ULNSta960815

Coburn leaves Gang of Six to go it alone

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_CUTLIN933524

Bill aimed at discouragine uninsured drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_Justab804645

Mayor's ethics violations serious and troubling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_CUTLIN841084

Hope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_Therei419187
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Assessing a session

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/assessing-a-session-capitol/

 

Trail of limo firm cloudy

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/trail-of-limo-firm-cloudy-general-news/

 

Expanding its focus: Film festival makes some changes for its 11th year

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/expanding-its-focus-film-festival-makes-some-

changes-for-its-11th-year-general-news/

 

Officials look to Las Vegas conference for retail

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/officials-look-to-las-vegas-conference-for-retail-

real-estate/

 

Blood substitute work receives grant for $1M

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/blood-substitute-work-receives-grant-for-1m-

health-care/

 

Oil-related manufacturer LCI sees 1Q uptick

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/oil-related-manufacturer-sees-1q-uptick-energy/

 

Tulsa nonprofit expects greater productivity from renovated facility

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/tulsa-nonprofit-expects-greater-productivity-

from-renovated-facility-nonprofit/

 

Dolese Bros. buys Rainbow Concrete

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/dolese-bros-buys-rainbow-concrete-real-estate/

 

Sod farm does its part to honor veterans

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/sod-farm-does-its-part-to-honor-veterans-

general-news/

 

Execs: Outlook for natural gas strong
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/19/execs-outlook-for-natural-gas-strong-energy/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Storms hit Okla.
 

With control of government, GOP exerts its power

 

Schools’ insurance rates go up after storms

 

Horse tested for deadly virus

 

Funeral scheduled for Oklahoma football player

 

Okla. legislators end session early, could return

 

One witness calls pharmacist a hero

 

Anti-drunk driving bill passes legislature
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x57645949/Anti-drunk-driving-bill-passes-legislature
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USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

39729

http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 21-23, 2011
Date: Monday, May 23, 2011 9:50:16 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislators wrap up session

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-wrap-up-session/article/3569981?

custom_click=lead_story_title

Missouri officials say tornado killed at least 89 

http://newsok.com/missouri-officials-say-tornado-killed-at-least-

89/article/3570452#ixzz1NBWfamkn 

Adult day care cuts feared

http://www.newsok.com/adult-day-care-cuts-feared/article/3570192

Fallin enjoys legislative successes

http://www.newsok.com/fallin-enjoys-legislative-successes/article/3570198

In debate over oil tax breaks, facts get slippery 

http://newsok.com/in-debate-over-oil-tax-breaks-facts-get-

slippery/article/3569900#ixzz1NBX3WerJ 

Oklahoma Legislature pushed pro-business measures

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-pushed-pro-business-

measures/article/3570178

Financial reports show Sen. Jim Inhofe wealthiest member of congressional

delegation 

http://newsok.com/financial-reports-show-sen.-jim-inhofe-wealthiest-member-of-

congressional-delegation/article/3570177#ixzz1NBXnvf4X 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs/article/3570043

Billionaire Pickens says Obama lacks energy plan 

http://www.newsok.com/billionaire-pickens-says-obama-lacks-energy-

plan/article/3570025

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin signs redistricting bills

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-signs-redistricting-

bills/article/3570023

Oklahoma Capitol updates 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3569996
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Oklahoma Legislature session highlights

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-session-highlights/article/3569909

Oklahoma legislators end session early, could return

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-end-session-early-could-

return/article/3569840

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal flood help for 10 counties 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-flood-help-for-10-

counties/article/3569786#ixzz1NBZvA0wp 

OU's Ph.D. nurse graduates studied health issues in their communities 
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A21_ULNSta960815

Coburn leaves Gang of Six to go it alone

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_CUTLIN933524

Bill aimed at discouragine uninsured drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_Justab804645

Mayor's ethics violations serious and troubling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_CUTLIN841084

Hope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_Therei419187
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Assessing a session

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/assessing-a-session-capitol/

 

Trail of limo firm cloudy

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/trail-of-limo-firm-cloudy-general-news/

 

Expanding its focus: Film festival makes some changes for its 11th year

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/expanding-its-focus-film-festival-makes-some-

changes-for-its-11th-year-general-news/

 

Officials look to Las Vegas conference for retail

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/officials-look-to-las-vegas-conference-for-retail-

real-estate/

 

Blood substitute work receives grant for $1M

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/blood-substitute-work-receives-grant-for-1m-

health-care/

 

Oil-related manufacturer LCI sees 1Q uptick

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/oil-related-manufacturer-sees-1q-uptick-energy/

 

Tulsa nonprofit expects greater productivity from renovated facility

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/tulsa-nonprofit-expects-greater-productivity-

from-renovated-facility-nonprofit/

 

Dolese Bros. buys Rainbow Concrete

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/dolese-bros-buys-rainbow-concrete-real-estate/

 

Sod farm does its part to honor veterans

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/sod-farm-does-its-part-to-honor-veterans-

general-news/

 

Execs: Outlook for natural gas strong

39736

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_CUTLIN933524
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_Justab804645
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_Justab804645
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_CUTLIN841084
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_CUTLIN841084
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_Therei419187
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_Therei419187
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/assessing-a-session-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/trail-of-limo-firm-cloudy-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/expanding-its-focus-film-festival-makes-some-changes-for-its-11th-year-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/expanding-its-focus-film-festival-makes-some-changes-for-its-11th-year-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/officials-look-to-las-vegas-conference-for-retail-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/officials-look-to-las-vegas-conference-for-retail-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/blood-substitute-work-receives-grant-for-1m-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/blood-substitute-work-receives-grant-for-1m-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/oil-related-manufacturer-sees-1q-uptick-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/tulsa-nonprofit-expects-greater-productivity-from-renovated-facility-nonprofit/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/tulsa-nonprofit-expects-greater-productivity-from-renovated-facility-nonprofit/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/dolese-bros-buys-rainbow-concrete-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/sod-farm-does-its-part-to-honor-veterans-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/sod-farm-does-its-part-to-honor-veterans-general-news/


http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/19/execs-outlook-for-natural-gas-strong-energy/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Storms hit Okla.
 

With control of government, GOP exerts its power

 

Schools’ insurance rates go up after storms

 

Horse tested for deadly virus

 

Funeral scheduled for Oklahoma football player

 

Okla. legislators end session early, could return

 

One witness calls pharmacist a hero

 

Anti-drunk driving bill passes legislature
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
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USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 6, 2011
Date: Friday, May 06, 2011 9:41:56 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma House of Representatives to release redistricting map

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-of-representatives-to-release-redistricting-

map/article/3565177

 

Obama to speak on immigration policy in Texas

http://newsok.com/obama-to-speak-on-immigration-policy-in-

texas/article/feed/257049?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Piedmont police officer who shot and killed a former Yukon firefighter has been

cleared

http://newsok.com/piedmont-police-officer-who-shot-and-killed-a-former-yukon-

firefighter-has-been-cleared/article/3565375?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-

city-news

 

A much warmer and windy Mother's Day weekend in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/a-much-warmer-and-windy-mothers-day-weekend-in-

oklahoma/article/3565373?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

OSU-Oklahoma City opens expanded center for veterans

http://newsok.com/osu-oklahoma-city-opens-expanded-center-for-

veterans/article/3565258?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Proposed tax credit in Oklahoma for private school scholarships could go to wealthy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-credit-in-oklahoma-for-private-school-scholarships-

could-go-to-wealthy/article/3565243

 

Oklahoma City Realtors get fresh look at old public school

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-realtors-get-fresh-look-at-old-public-

school/article/3565212

 

Oklahoma company offering diesel alternative for drilling rigs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-offering-diesel-alternative-for-drilling-

rigs/article/3565207

 

U.S. asks China to lift investment restrictions

http://newsok.com/u.s.-asks-china-to-lift-investment-restrictions/article/3565199

 

Republicans push through bill on offshore drilling, block bid to hike oil company taxes

http://newsok.com/republicans-push-through-bill-on-offshore-drilling-block-bid-to-

hike-oil-company-taxes/article/3565219
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Former Oklahoma Gov. George Nigh to deliver commencement speech for 62nd

straight year 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-george-nigh-to-deliver-commencement-

speech-for-62nd-straight-year/article/3565209

 

Prison reform bill heads to Oklahoma governor

http://newsok.com/prison-reform-bill-heads-to-oklahoma-governor/article/3565194

 

GOP senators unite against consumer watchdog bureau

http://newsok.com/gop-senators-unite-against-consumer-watchdog-

bureau/article/3565183

 

Oklahoma's reputation for charitable giving grows

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-reputation-for-charitable-giving-

grows/article/3565071?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Chief reference causes headache for Obama

http://newsok.com/chief-reference-causes-headache-for-obama/article/3565070?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate approves private-school scholarship bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A13_ULNSbB995760

House redistricting plan to be posted on website Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A15_OKLAHO748794

Oklahoma health insurance exchange draws fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A1_CUTLIN405667

Use of 'Geronimo' code for Osama bin Laden irks tribes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A1_CUTLIN735089

Former mayor offers insight into changes to form of city government

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_11_A13_CUTLIN341309

Obama in NY: 'We never forget, we mean what we say'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A3_UISPse249200

Bartlett vetoes waiver of attorney-client privilege

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A16_MayorD79889
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GOP concedes Medicare vouchers unlikely to advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A10_WASHIN543616

New details indicate only bin Laden's courier fired on SEALs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A3_WASHIN242444

School readiness model piloted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110506_19_A1_CUTLIN675277

Former funeral home director charged with embezzlement, prepaid funeral fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110506_12_A13_CUTLIN720303

Their names are Robert Moser: Unusual 'convention' comes to Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A13_CUTLIN690023

City surplus sale is Saturday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_0_Thecit95657

TPD to honor fallen officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_0_TheTul925143

Expo Square chief gets $15,000 bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A9_CUTLIN877095

Councilors balk at review funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A16_CUTLIN716883

Jury gives '16-time convicted felon' 8 life sentences

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_14_A8_CUTLIN548647

Authorities warn about deadly combination of hot cars and pets or kids

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A8_CUTLIN789664

Bartlesville board votes toshutter elementary school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A15_BARTLE134654

Taxation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110506_61_A18_Twonew283789

Rep. Kern deserved reprimand from House

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110506_61_A18_Isarep97395

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Cattlemen: New law offers security
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/cattlemen-find-security-in-new-law-capitol/

 

Army undersecretary: Expect reductions in armed services

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/army-undersecretary-expect-reductions-in-

armed-services-general-news/

 

Shopping around

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/shopping-around-real-estate/

 

Dollar Thrifty earnings fall 39 percent on winter storms

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/dollar-thrifty-earnings-fall-39-pct-on-winter-

storms-finance/

 

Heritage on the vine: OKC family transforms land into vineyard

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/longtime-homestead-finding-new-life-as-

commercial-venture-real-estate/

 

Insurance Department shows teeth in funeral director charges

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/insurance-department-shows-teeth-in-funeral-

director-charges-law/

 

Measure on state agency legal counsel draws concerns

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/measure-on-state-agency-legal-counsel-draws-

concerns-capitol/

 

Salazar endorses Latino museum plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/salazar-endorses-latino-museum-plan-real-

estate/

 

Holly Corp. reports first-quarter profit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/holly-corp-reports-first-quarter-profit-energy/

 

NGL Energy Partners plots 3.5 million shares for IPO

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/ngl-energy-partners-plots-3-5-million-shares-for-

ipo-energy/

 

SandRidge Energy posts loss for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/sandridge-energy-posts-loss-for-first-quarter-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Fire Station 8 opens Wednesday in northwest part of Norman

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x528375011/Norman-Fire-Station-8-opens-in-

northwest-Norman
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Run-off election slated for Tuesday

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1859507702/Run-off-election-slated-for-

Tuesday

 

Area UW makes funding decisions

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1859507526/United-Way-announces-1-65-

million-in-local-funding-choices

 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 6, 2011
Date: Friday, May 06, 2011 9:41:55 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma House of Representatives to release redistricting map

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-of-representatives-to-release-redistricting-

map/article/3565177

 

Obama to speak on immigration policy in Texas

http://newsok.com/obama-to-speak-on-immigration-policy-in-

texas/article/feed/257049?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Piedmont police officer who shot and killed a former Yukon firefighter has been

cleared

http://newsok.com/piedmont-police-officer-who-shot-and-killed-a-former-yukon-

firefighter-has-been-cleared/article/3565375?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-

city-news

 

A much warmer and windy Mother's Day weekend in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/a-much-warmer-and-windy-mothers-day-weekend-in-

oklahoma/article/3565373?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

OSU-Oklahoma City opens expanded center for veterans

http://newsok.com/osu-oklahoma-city-opens-expanded-center-for-

veterans/article/3565258?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Proposed tax credit in Oklahoma for private school scholarships could go to wealthy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-credit-in-oklahoma-for-private-school-scholarships-

could-go-to-wealthy/article/3565243

 

Oklahoma City Realtors get fresh look at old public school

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-realtors-get-fresh-look-at-old-public-

school/article/3565212

 

Oklahoma company offering diesel alternative for drilling rigs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-offering-diesel-alternative-for-drilling-

rigs/article/3565207

 

U.S. asks China to lift investment restrictions

http://newsok.com/u.s.-asks-china-to-lift-investment-restrictions/article/3565199

 

Republicans push through bill on offshore drilling, block bid to hike oil company taxes

http://newsok.com/republicans-push-through-bill-on-offshore-drilling-block-bid-to-

hike-oil-company-taxes/article/3565219
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Former Oklahoma Gov. George Nigh to deliver commencement speech for 62nd

straight year 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-george-nigh-to-deliver-commencement-

speech-for-62nd-straight-year/article/3565209

 

Prison reform bill heads to Oklahoma governor

http://newsok.com/prison-reform-bill-heads-to-oklahoma-governor/article/3565194

 

GOP senators unite against consumer watchdog bureau

http://newsok.com/gop-senators-unite-against-consumer-watchdog-

bureau/article/3565183

 

Oklahoma's reputation for charitable giving grows

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-reputation-for-charitable-giving-

grows/article/3565071?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Chief reference causes headache for Obama

http://newsok.com/chief-reference-causes-headache-for-obama/article/3565070?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate approves private-school scholarship bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A13_ULNSbB995760

House redistricting plan to be posted on website Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A15_OKLAHO748794

Oklahoma health insurance exchange draws fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A1_CUTLIN405667

Use of 'Geronimo' code for Osama bin Laden irks tribes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A1_CUTLIN735089

Former mayor offers insight into changes to form of city government

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_11_A13_CUTLIN341309

Obama in NY: 'We never forget, we mean what we say'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A3_UISPse249200

Bartlett vetoes waiver of attorney-client privilege

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_16_A16_MayorD79889
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GOP concedes Medicare vouchers unlikely to advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A10_WASHIN543616

New details indicate only bin Laden's courier fired on SEALs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A3_WASHIN242444

School readiness model piloted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110506_19_A1_CUTLIN675277

Former funeral home director charged with embezzlement, prepaid funeral fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110506_12_A13_CUTLIN720303

Their names are Robert Moser: Unusual 'convention' comes to Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A13_CUTLIN690023

City surplus sale is Saturday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_0_Thecit95657

TPD to honor fallen officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_0_TheTul925143

Expo Square chief gets $15,000 bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A9_CUTLIN877095

Councilors balk at review funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A16_CUTLIN716883

Jury gives '16-time convicted felon' 8 life sentences

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_14_A8_CUTLIN548647

Authorities warn about deadly combination of hot cars and pets or kids

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A8_CUTLIN789664

Bartlesville board votes toshutter elementary school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A15_BARTLE134654

Taxation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110506_61_A18_Twonew283789

Rep. Kern deserved reprimand from House

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110506_61_A18_Isarep97395

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Cattlemen: New law offers security
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/cattlemen-find-security-in-new-law-capitol/

 

Army undersecretary: Expect reductions in armed services

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/army-undersecretary-expect-reductions-in-

armed-services-general-news/

 

Shopping around

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/shopping-around-real-estate/

 

Dollar Thrifty earnings fall 39 percent on winter storms

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/dollar-thrifty-earnings-fall-39-pct-on-winter-

storms-finance/

 

Heritage on the vine: OKC family transforms land into vineyard

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/longtime-homestead-finding-new-life-as-

commercial-venture-real-estate/

 

Insurance Department shows teeth in funeral director charges

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/insurance-department-shows-teeth-in-funeral-

director-charges-law/

 

Measure on state agency legal counsel draws concerns

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/measure-on-state-agency-legal-counsel-draws-

concerns-capitol/

 

Salazar endorses Latino museum plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/salazar-endorses-latino-museum-plan-real-

estate/

 

Holly Corp. reports first-quarter profit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/holly-corp-reports-first-quarter-profit-energy/

 

NGL Energy Partners plots 3.5 million shares for IPO

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/ngl-energy-partners-plots-3-5-million-shares-for-

ipo-energy/

 

SandRidge Energy posts loss for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/sandridge-energy-posts-loss-for-first-quarter-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Fire Station 8 opens Wednesday in northwest part of Norman

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x528375011/Norman-Fire-Station-8-opens-in-

northwest-Norman
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Run-off election slated for Tuesday

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1859507702/Run-off-election-slated-for-

Tuesday

 

Area UW makes funding decisions

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1859507526/United-Way-announces-1-65-

million-in-local-funding-choices

 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Jennifer Brock
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 10-13, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:50:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Senate adds high-resolution cameras, other upgrades 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-adds-high-resolution-cameras-other-

upgrades/article/3728045#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
Federal prosecutors calling Oklahoma lobbyist's actions bribery in Mike Morgan case

http://newsok.com/federal-prosecutors-calling-oklahoma-lobbyists-actions-bribery-in-

mike-morgan-case/article/3727485#ixzz2C745OXgs
 
DHS worker who committed suicide after child's death cleared of wrongdoing

http://newsok.com/dhs-worker-who-committed-suicide-after-childs-death-cleared-of-

wrongdoing/article/3728043#ixzz2C79LLyHL
 
Oklahoma's governor will talk about health insurance exchange with GOP peers 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-governor-will-talk-about-health-insurance-exchange-

with-gop-peers/article/3728032#ixzz2C73TWFqn

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding 

http://newsok.com/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding/article/3727966#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
State parole board to seek input on administering law

http://newsok.com/state-parole-board-to-seek-input-on-administering-

law/article/3728107#axzz2C7DDFx7L
 
Oklahoma political action committee fails to file campaign financial reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-political-action-committee-fails-to-file-campaign-

financial-reports/article/3728042#ixzz2C73aZ0EX

 

Fewer straight-party votes cast in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/fewer-straight-party-votes-cast-in-

oklahoma/article/3727478#axzz2C74BEBXe

 

Oklahoma City bombing fund officials say criticism unjust 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-bombing-fund-officials-say-criticism-

unjust/article/3727548#ixzz2C74OSUCz

 

Oklahoma government hires energy czar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-government-hires-energy-

czar/article/3727395#axzz2C74g4jJf
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Feds extend deadline for health care exchange plans

http://newsok.com/feds-extend-deadline-for-health-care-exchange-

plans/article/3727316#ixzz2C74qVPLv

 

Oklahoma County sheriff's race candidate seeks recount after loss 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-sheriffs-race-candidate-seeks-recount-after-

loss/article/3727264#ixzz2C756KVJa

 

Long lines at Oklahoma elections a product of new state laws, election policies 

http://newsok.com/long-lines-at-oklahoma-elections-a-product-of-new-state-laws-

election-policies/article/3727335#ixzz2C75H8700

 

Oklahoma City adds two electric cars to fleet 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-adds-two-electric-cars-to-

fleet/article/3727835#ixzz2C75hC2JZ

 

University of Oklahoma's Research Campus sees booming growth 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahomas-research-campus-sees-booming-

growth/article/3727241#ixzz2C76cRg62
 
New Colorado law could bring more drivers with marijuana through Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/new-colorado-law-could-bring-more-drivers-with-marijuana-

through-oklahoma/article/3728051#ixzz2C791TbeK
 
Oklahoma City metro-area achievers 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-

achievers/article/3728197#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond veterans are honored

http://newsok.com/edmond-veterans-are-honored/article/3728200#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond school hosts Vietnam veteran for Veterans Day 

http://newsok.com/edmond-school-hosts-vietnam-veteran-for-veterans-

day/article/3728199#ixzz2C7KIbN87

 

Midwest City's Veterans Day parade includes huge flag, flyover 

http://newsok.com/midwest-citys-veterans-day-parade-includes-huge-flag-

flyover/article/3728011#ixzz2C7LTHQxs

 
Youth Services for Oklahoma County celebrates 40 years

http://newsok.com/youth-services-for-oklahoma-county-celebrates-40-

years/article/3728102#ixzz2C7Klk4Kk

Survivors hope Oklahoma City bombing museum updates will tell story to a new

generation 

http://newsok.com/survivors-hope-oklahoma-city-bombing-museum-updates-will-tell-
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story-to-a-new-generation/article/3728100#ixzz2C75X8opA
 
Owner of First National Center in Oklahoma City seeks to avoid jail time 

http://newsok.com/owner-of-first-national-center-in-oklahoma-city-seeks-to-avoid-

jail-time/article/3728056#ixzz2C7ER433W

 

Sears at Quail Springs Mall in Oklahoma City will close in January; sales are on 

http://newsok.com/sears-at-quail-springs-mall-in-oklahoma-city-will-close-in-

january-sales-are-on/article/3728118#ixzz2C7LsIKA6

Chesapeake affiliate develops way to mix diesel, natural gas 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-affiliate-develops-way-to-mix-diesel-natural-

gas/article/3728067#ixzz2C7BEzoqE

 

Chesapeake Energy honors its 1,200 military veteran employees. 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-honors-its-1200-military-veteran-

employees./article/3728055#ixzz2C7BMAckR

 

U.S. Treasury urges Oklahoma's federal benefit recipients to act now in response to

electronic payment rule 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-treasury-urges-oklahomas-federal-benefit-recipients-to-act-

now-in-response-to-electronic-payment-rule/article/3728035#ixzz2C7DoTvpO

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 13, 2012 

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-13-

2012/article/3728215#ixzz2C7DHmhE4

 

Oklahoma business briefs: Nov. 13, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs-nov.-13-2012/article/3728040?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Associated Material Processing quickly advancing technology from lab to marketplace

http://newsok.com/associated-material-processing-quickly-advancing-technology-

from-lab-to-marketplace/article/3728015#ixzz2C7FF1LDk

 

Most in US won't be able to escape 'fiscal cliff' 

http://newsok.com/most-in-us-wont-be-able-to-escape-fiscal-

cliff/article/feed/461860#ixzz2C7GbJehN

 

What's in US fiscal cliff and who'd pay how much 

http://newsok.com/whats-in-us-fiscal-cliff-and-whod-pay-how-

much/article/feed/461862#ixzz2C7GnILVg

 

US futures dip as optimism about Greece cools 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-dip-as-optimism-about-greece-

cools/article/feed/461940#ixzz2C7GQaZCx
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Oil down on lower demand forecast, Greece crisis 

http://newsok.com/oil-down-on-lower-demand-forecast-greece-

crisis/article/feed/461841#ixzz2C7GCS4GA

 

Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics has new president 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-of-science-and-mathematics-has-new-

president/article/3727350#ixzz2C7AuNaUl

 

Chesapeake Energy focusing on hiring military veterans 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-focusing-on-hiring-military-

veterans/article/3727246#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Chesapeake, Devon make military friendly list 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-devon-make-military-friendly-

list/article/3727247#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Oil and gas industry claims nine spots in list of Oklahoma Inc. performers 

http://newsok.com/oil-and-gas-industry-claims-nine-spots-in-list-of-oklahoma-inc.-

performers/article/3724139#ixzz2C7Cxp3uy

 

Oklahoma City-based Continental Resources grows on increased oil production 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-continental-resources-grows-on-increased-

oil-production/article/3724146#ixzz2C7BuIo8t

 

Blueknight Energy Partners building stability

http://newsok.com/blueknight-energy-partners-building-

stability/article/3724524#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Plans move ahead for convention center, hotel despite collapse in national market 

http://newsok.com/plans-move-ahead-for-convention-center-hotel-despite-collapse-

in-national-market/article/3727526#ixzz2C7EG4M00

 

Oklahoma Inc.: Banking companies take different tracks during the year 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-inc.-banking-companies-take-different-tracks-during-
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Long voting lines a hassle, but a little perspective would help 
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Gov. Fallin needs to act on long-lingering Medicaid, health exchange issues
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Oklahoma GOP leaders should craft detailed, meaningful agendas for 2013 
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A-F grading system already having an effect in some Oklahoma schools 
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ScissorTales: Oklahoma judges retained again %u2014 no surprise
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Finding offsets must be part of efforts to reduce Oklahoma income tax 
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Oklahoma voters cool to calls for more spending on education 
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Oklahoma parole changes to affect dozens of inmates each month
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Prosecutors call Edmond lobbyist's actions bribery
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Oklahoma Senate panel to hear from open govt. groups
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GOP lawmaker's ties to PAC, campaign donations questioned
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DHS worker who killed self after child's murder and his supervisor cleared in death
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Oklahoma City bombing museum 'updating its relevance'
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Swearing in of Oklahoma lawmakers scheduled
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_11_A12_Althou820564

 

Tulsa Jail seeing rise in bookings from failure to pay court fines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121112_11_A1_Thenum96195

 

Cellphones are sought-after contraband in state prisons

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121112_11_A15_OKLAHO510639

 

More repair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121113_61_A13_Tulsan92388

 

Tulsa Area United Way sets donation records

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121113_61_A13_Itwasn565600

 

Medicaid expansion would improve many state problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121112_61_A9_GovMar182525

 

Veterans deserve our thanks year-round

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121110_61_A22_Asyoup74181

 

Oklahoma finally limits governor's role in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121110_61_A22_Ittook201019
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Musket wins jury verdict in Star Fuel case
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding-law/

 

Former client, retired employee selected as rehabilitation commission chairwoman

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/former-client-retired-employee-selected-as-

rehabilitation-commission-chairwoman-capitol/

 

Ad valorem tax changes could have side effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/ad-valorem-tax-changes-could-have-side-effect-

capitol/

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/constituencies-bend-fallins-ear-on-health-care/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 13, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/finance-briefs-nov-13-2012-finance/

 

Bombing fund officials: Critics mistaken

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/bombing-fund-officials-critics-mistaken-nonprofit/

 

Interest in conservation easements grows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/interest-in-conservation-easements-grows-real-

estate/

 

A walk on the wild side: OKC Zoo promotes wellness by mapping trails

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/a-walk-on-the-wild-side-okc-zoo-promotes-

wellness-by-mapping-trails-general-news/

 

Innovators: Creative Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/innovators-creative-oklahoma-general-news/

 

Markets fall after election

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/markets-fall-after-election-finance/

 

U.S. stocks nearly unchanged as fiscal threat looms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-stocks-nearly-unchanged-as-fiscal-threat-

looms-finance/
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Oil down on worry about U.S. fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/oil-down-on-worry-about-u-s-fiscal-cliff-energy/

 

U.S. seen overtaking Saudis as biggest oil producer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-seen-overtaking-saudis-as-biggest-oil-

producer-energy/

 

Milbank CEO seeks probation in embezzlement case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/milbank-ceo-seeks-probation-in-embezzlement-

case-law/

 

SQ 764 to expand water infrastructure funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/sq-764-to-expand-water-infrastructure-funding-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers to study new banking regulations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/lawmakers-to-study-new-banking-regulations-

capitol/

 

Warding off criticism: SandRidge CEO unapologetic in conference call

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/warding-off-criticism-sandridge-ceo-

unapologetic-in-conference-call-energy/

 

ONG lowers rebates for CNG vehicles, in-home fueling units

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/ong-lowers-rebates-for-cng-vehicles-in-home-

fueling-units-energy/

 

These Walls: Oklahoma City federal bankruptcy court building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/these-walls-oklahoma-city-federal-bankruptcy-

court-building-real-estate/

 

Spokesman: No agriculture regulation surprises from EPA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/spokesman-no-agriculture-regulation-surprises-

from-epa-general-news/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 12, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/business-briefs-nov-12-2012-general-news/

 

Few leftover turkeys after drought: Wild fowl’s population declines in dry weather

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/few-leftover-turkeys-after-drought-wild-fowls-

population-declines-in-dry-weather-general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Clinics sues over WIC funding

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

 

Prosecutors: Lobbyist bribed convicted ex-senator

 

Bombing fund officials say critics are mistaken

 

Ex-officer claims his rights were violated

 

Monument marks Route 66 culture
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
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http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 10-13, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:50:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Senate adds high-resolution cameras, other upgrades 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-adds-high-resolution-cameras-other-

upgrades/article/3728045#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
Federal prosecutors calling Oklahoma lobbyist's actions bribery in Mike Morgan case

http://newsok.com/federal-prosecutors-calling-oklahoma-lobbyists-actions-bribery-in-

mike-morgan-case/article/3727485#ixzz2C745OXgs
 
DHS worker who committed suicide after child's death cleared of wrongdoing

http://newsok.com/dhs-worker-who-committed-suicide-after-childs-death-cleared-of-

wrongdoing/article/3728043#ixzz2C79LLyHL
 
Oklahoma's governor will talk about health insurance exchange with GOP peers 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-governor-will-talk-about-health-insurance-exchange-

with-gop-peers/article/3728032#ixzz2C73TWFqn

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding 

http://newsok.com/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding/article/3727966#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
State parole board to seek input on administering law

http://newsok.com/state-parole-board-to-seek-input-on-administering-

law/article/3728107#axzz2C7DDFx7L
 
Oklahoma political action committee fails to file campaign financial reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-political-action-committee-fails-to-file-campaign-

financial-reports/article/3728042#ixzz2C73aZ0EX

 

Fewer straight-party votes cast in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/fewer-straight-party-votes-cast-in-

oklahoma/article/3727478#axzz2C74BEBXe

 

Oklahoma City bombing fund officials say criticism unjust 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-bombing-fund-officials-say-criticism-

unjust/article/3727548#ixzz2C74OSUCz

 

Oklahoma government hires energy czar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-government-hires-energy-

czar/article/3727395#axzz2C74g4jJf
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Feds extend deadline for health care exchange plans

http://newsok.com/feds-extend-deadline-for-health-care-exchange-

plans/article/3727316#ixzz2C74qVPLv

 

Oklahoma County sheriff's race candidate seeks recount after loss 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-sheriffs-race-candidate-seeks-recount-after-

loss/article/3727264#ixzz2C756KVJa

 

Long lines at Oklahoma elections a product of new state laws, election policies 

http://newsok.com/long-lines-at-oklahoma-elections-a-product-of-new-state-laws-

election-policies/article/3727335#ixzz2C75H8700

 

Oklahoma City adds two electric cars to fleet 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-adds-two-electric-cars-to-

fleet/article/3727835#ixzz2C75hC2JZ

 

University of Oklahoma's Research Campus sees booming growth 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahomas-research-campus-sees-booming-

growth/article/3727241#ixzz2C76cRg62
 
New Colorado law could bring more drivers with marijuana through Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/new-colorado-law-could-bring-more-drivers-with-marijuana-

through-oklahoma/article/3728051#ixzz2C791TbeK
 
Oklahoma City metro-area achievers 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-

achievers/article/3728197#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond veterans are honored

http://newsok.com/edmond-veterans-are-honored/article/3728200#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond school hosts Vietnam veteran for Veterans Day 

http://newsok.com/edmond-school-hosts-vietnam-veteran-for-veterans-

day/article/3728199#ixzz2C7KIbN87

 

Midwest City's Veterans Day parade includes huge flag, flyover 

http://newsok.com/midwest-citys-veterans-day-parade-includes-huge-flag-

flyover/article/3728011#ixzz2C7LTHQxs

 
Youth Services for Oklahoma County celebrates 40 years

http://newsok.com/youth-services-for-oklahoma-county-celebrates-40-

years/article/3728102#ixzz2C7Klk4Kk

Survivors hope Oklahoma City bombing museum updates will tell story to a new

generation 

http://newsok.com/survivors-hope-oklahoma-city-bombing-museum-updates-will-tell-
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story-to-a-new-generation/article/3728100#ixzz2C75X8opA
 
Owner of First National Center in Oklahoma City seeks to avoid jail time 

http://newsok.com/owner-of-first-national-center-in-oklahoma-city-seeks-to-avoid-

jail-time/article/3728056#ixzz2C7ER433W

 

Sears at Quail Springs Mall in Oklahoma City will close in January; sales are on 

http://newsok.com/sears-at-quail-springs-mall-in-oklahoma-city-will-close-in-

january-sales-are-on/article/3728118#ixzz2C7LsIKA6

Chesapeake affiliate develops way to mix diesel, natural gas 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-affiliate-develops-way-to-mix-diesel-natural-

gas/article/3728067#ixzz2C7BEzoqE

 

Chesapeake Energy honors its 1,200 military veteran employees. 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-honors-its-1200-military-veteran-

employees./article/3728055#ixzz2C7BMAckR

 

U.S. Treasury urges Oklahoma's federal benefit recipients to act now in response to

electronic payment rule 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-treasury-urges-oklahomas-federal-benefit-recipients-to-act-

now-in-response-to-electronic-payment-rule/article/3728035#ixzz2C7DoTvpO

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 13, 2012 

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-13-

2012/article/3728215#ixzz2C7DHmhE4

 

Oklahoma business briefs: Nov. 13, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs-nov.-13-2012/article/3728040?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Associated Material Processing quickly advancing technology from lab to marketplace

http://newsok.com/associated-material-processing-quickly-advancing-technology-

from-lab-to-marketplace/article/3728015#ixzz2C7FF1LDk

 

Most in US won't be able to escape 'fiscal cliff' 

http://newsok.com/most-in-us-wont-be-able-to-escape-fiscal-

cliff/article/feed/461860#ixzz2C7GbJehN

 

What's in US fiscal cliff and who'd pay how much 

http://newsok.com/whats-in-us-fiscal-cliff-and-whod-pay-how-

much/article/feed/461862#ixzz2C7GnILVg

 

US futures dip as optimism about Greece cools 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-dip-as-optimism-about-greece-

cools/article/feed/461940#ixzz2C7GQaZCx
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Chesapeake, Devon make military friendly list 
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Oil and gas industry claims nine spots in list of Oklahoma Inc. performers 
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Oklahoma City-based Continental Resources grows on increased oil production 
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Blueknight Energy Partners building stability
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Plans move ahead for convention center, hotel despite collapse in national market 
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Oklahoma Inc.: Banking companies take different tracks during the year 
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Long voting lines a hassle, but a little perspective would help 
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Gov. Fallin needs to act on long-lingering Medicaid, health exchange issues
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Oklahoma GOP leaders should craft detailed, meaningful agendas for 2013 
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A-F grading system already having an effect in some Oklahoma schools 
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ScissorTales: Oklahoma judges retained again %u2014 no surprise
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Finding offsets must be part of efforts to reduce Oklahoma income tax 

http://newsok.com/finding-offsets-must-be-part-of-efforts-to-reduce-oklahoma-
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Oklahoma voters cool to calls for more spending on education 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-cool-to-calls-for-more-spending-on-
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Oklahoma parole changes to affect dozens of inmates each month
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Prosecutors call Edmond lobbyist's actions bribery
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DHS worker who killed self after child's murder and his supervisor cleared in death
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Oklahoma City bombing museum 'updating its relevance'
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Swearing in of Oklahoma lawmakers scheduled
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More women have driver's licenses than men in U.S.
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Petraeus case shows FBI's authority to read email

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121113_13_A7_WASHIN602108
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121112_61_A9_GovMar182525

 

Veterans deserve our thanks year-round

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121110_61_A22_Asyoup74181

 

Oklahoma finally limits governor's role in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121110_61_A22_Ittook201019

 

Obama, GOP need to finally tackle immigration reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121111_213_G6_CUTLIN655567

 

Sales tax lesson: Tulsa voters not easy to sway

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121111_211_G1_CUTLIN445235

 

State questions not easily understood

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=214&articleid=20121111_214_G1_CUTLIN235884
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Musket wins jury verdict in Star Fuel case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/musket-wins-jury-verdict-in-star-fuel-case-law/

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding-law/

 

Former client, retired employee selected as rehabilitation commission chairwoman

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/former-client-retired-employee-selected-as-

rehabilitation-commission-chairwoman-capitol/

 

Ad valorem tax changes could have side effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/ad-valorem-tax-changes-could-have-side-effect-

capitol/

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/constituencies-bend-fallins-ear-on-health-care/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 13, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/finance-briefs-nov-13-2012-finance/

 

Bombing fund officials: Critics mistaken

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/bombing-fund-officials-critics-mistaken-nonprofit/

 

Interest in conservation easements grows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/interest-in-conservation-easements-grows-real-

estate/

 

A walk on the wild side: OKC Zoo promotes wellness by mapping trails

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/a-walk-on-the-wild-side-okc-zoo-promotes-

wellness-by-mapping-trails-general-news/

 

Innovators: Creative Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/innovators-creative-oklahoma-general-news/

 

Markets fall after election

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/markets-fall-after-election-finance/

 

U.S. stocks nearly unchanged as fiscal threat looms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-stocks-nearly-unchanged-as-fiscal-threat-

looms-finance/
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Oil down on worry about U.S. fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/oil-down-on-worry-about-u-s-fiscal-cliff-energy/

 

U.S. seen overtaking Saudis as biggest oil producer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-seen-overtaking-saudis-as-biggest-oil-

producer-energy/

 

Milbank CEO seeks probation in embezzlement case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/milbank-ceo-seeks-probation-in-embezzlement-

case-law/

 

SQ 764 to expand water infrastructure funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/sq-764-to-expand-water-infrastructure-funding-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers to study new banking regulations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/lawmakers-to-study-new-banking-regulations-

capitol/

 

Warding off criticism: SandRidge CEO unapologetic in conference call

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/warding-off-criticism-sandridge-ceo-

unapologetic-in-conference-call-energy/

 

ONG lowers rebates for CNG vehicles, in-home fueling units

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/ong-lowers-rebates-for-cng-vehicles-in-home-

fueling-units-energy/

 

These Walls: Oklahoma City federal bankruptcy court building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/these-walls-oklahoma-city-federal-bankruptcy-

court-building-real-estate/

 

Spokesman: No agriculture regulation surprises from EPA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/spokesman-no-agriculture-regulation-surprises-

from-epa-general-news/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 12, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/business-briefs-nov-12-2012-general-news/

 

Few leftover turkeys after drought: Wild fowl’s population declines in dry weather

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/few-leftover-turkeys-after-drought-wild-fowls-

population-declines-in-dry-weather-general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Clinics sues over WIC funding

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

 

Prosecutors: Lobbyist bribed convicted ex-senator

 

Bombing fund officials say critics are mistaken

 

Ex-officer claims his rights were violated

 

Monument marks Route 66 culture
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
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http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 10-13, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:50:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Senate adds high-resolution cameras, other upgrades 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-adds-high-resolution-cameras-other-

upgrades/article/3728045#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
Federal prosecutors calling Oklahoma lobbyist's actions bribery in Mike Morgan case

http://newsok.com/federal-prosecutors-calling-oklahoma-lobbyists-actions-bribery-in-

mike-morgan-case/article/3727485#ixzz2C745OXgs
 
DHS worker who committed suicide after child's death cleared of wrongdoing

http://newsok.com/dhs-worker-who-committed-suicide-after-childs-death-cleared-of-

wrongdoing/article/3728043#ixzz2C79LLyHL
 
Oklahoma's governor will talk about health insurance exchange with GOP peers 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-governor-will-talk-about-health-insurance-exchange-

with-gop-peers/article/3728032#ixzz2C73TWFqn

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding 

http://newsok.com/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding/article/3727966#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
State parole board to seek input on administering law

http://newsok.com/state-parole-board-to-seek-input-on-administering-

law/article/3728107#axzz2C7DDFx7L
 
Oklahoma political action committee fails to file campaign financial reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-political-action-committee-fails-to-file-campaign-

financial-reports/article/3728042#ixzz2C73aZ0EX

 

Fewer straight-party votes cast in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/fewer-straight-party-votes-cast-in-

oklahoma/article/3727478#axzz2C74BEBXe

 

Oklahoma City bombing fund officials say criticism unjust 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-bombing-fund-officials-say-criticism-

unjust/article/3727548#ixzz2C74OSUCz

 

Oklahoma government hires energy czar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-government-hires-energy-

czar/article/3727395#axzz2C74g4jJf
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Feds extend deadline for health care exchange plans

http://newsok.com/feds-extend-deadline-for-health-care-exchange-

plans/article/3727316#ixzz2C74qVPLv

 

Oklahoma County sheriff's race candidate seeks recount after loss 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-sheriffs-race-candidate-seeks-recount-after-

loss/article/3727264#ixzz2C756KVJa

 

Long lines at Oklahoma elections a product of new state laws, election policies 

http://newsok.com/long-lines-at-oklahoma-elections-a-product-of-new-state-laws-

election-policies/article/3727335#ixzz2C75H8700

 

Oklahoma City adds two electric cars to fleet 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-adds-two-electric-cars-to-

fleet/article/3727835#ixzz2C75hC2JZ

 

University of Oklahoma's Research Campus sees booming growth 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahomas-research-campus-sees-booming-

growth/article/3727241#ixzz2C76cRg62
 
New Colorado law could bring more drivers with marijuana through Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/new-colorado-law-could-bring-more-drivers-with-marijuana-

through-oklahoma/article/3728051#ixzz2C791TbeK
 
Oklahoma City metro-area achievers 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-

achievers/article/3728197#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond veterans are honored

http://newsok.com/edmond-veterans-are-honored/article/3728200#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond school hosts Vietnam veteran for Veterans Day 

http://newsok.com/edmond-school-hosts-vietnam-veteran-for-veterans-

day/article/3728199#ixzz2C7KIbN87

 

Midwest City's Veterans Day parade includes huge flag, flyover 

http://newsok.com/midwest-citys-veterans-day-parade-includes-huge-flag-

flyover/article/3728011#ixzz2C7LTHQxs

 
Youth Services for Oklahoma County celebrates 40 years

http://newsok.com/youth-services-for-oklahoma-county-celebrates-40-

years/article/3728102#ixzz2C7Klk4Kk

Survivors hope Oklahoma City bombing museum updates will tell story to a new

generation 

http://newsok.com/survivors-hope-oklahoma-city-bombing-museum-updates-will-tell-
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story-to-a-new-generation/article/3728100#ixzz2C75X8opA
 
Owner of First National Center in Oklahoma City seeks to avoid jail time 

http://newsok.com/owner-of-first-national-center-in-oklahoma-city-seeks-to-avoid-

jail-time/article/3728056#ixzz2C7ER433W

 

Sears at Quail Springs Mall in Oklahoma City will close in January; sales are on 

http://newsok.com/sears-at-quail-springs-mall-in-oklahoma-city-will-close-in-

january-sales-are-on/article/3728118#ixzz2C7LsIKA6

Chesapeake affiliate develops way to mix diesel, natural gas 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-affiliate-develops-way-to-mix-diesel-natural-

gas/article/3728067#ixzz2C7BEzoqE

 

Chesapeake Energy honors its 1,200 military veteran employees. 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-honors-its-1200-military-veteran-

employees./article/3728055#ixzz2C7BMAckR

 

U.S. Treasury urges Oklahoma's federal benefit recipients to act now in response to

electronic payment rule 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-treasury-urges-oklahomas-federal-benefit-recipients-to-act-

now-in-response-to-electronic-payment-rule/article/3728035#ixzz2C7DoTvpO

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 13, 2012 

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-13-

2012/article/3728215#ixzz2C7DHmhE4

 

Oklahoma business briefs: Nov. 13, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs-nov.-13-2012/article/3728040?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Associated Material Processing quickly advancing technology from lab to marketplace

http://newsok.com/associated-material-processing-quickly-advancing-technology-

from-lab-to-marketplace/article/3728015#ixzz2C7FF1LDk

 

Most in US won't be able to escape 'fiscal cliff' 

http://newsok.com/most-in-us-wont-be-able-to-escape-fiscal-

cliff/article/feed/461860#ixzz2C7GbJehN

 

What's in US fiscal cliff and who'd pay how much 

http://newsok.com/whats-in-us-fiscal-cliff-and-whod-pay-how-

much/article/feed/461862#ixzz2C7GnILVg

 

US futures dip as optimism about Greece cools 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-dip-as-optimism-about-greece-

cools/article/feed/461940#ixzz2C7GQaZCx
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Oil down on lower demand forecast, Greece crisis 

http://newsok.com/oil-down-on-lower-demand-forecast-greece-

crisis/article/feed/461841#ixzz2C7GCS4GA

 

Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics has new president 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-of-science-and-mathematics-has-new-

president/article/3727350#ixzz2C7AuNaUl

 

Chesapeake Energy focusing on hiring military veterans 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-focusing-on-hiring-military-

veterans/article/3727246#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Chesapeake, Devon make military friendly list 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-devon-make-military-friendly-

list/article/3727247#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Oil and gas industry claims nine spots in list of Oklahoma Inc. performers 

http://newsok.com/oil-and-gas-industry-claims-nine-spots-in-list-of-oklahoma-inc.-

performers/article/3724139#ixzz2C7Cxp3uy

 

Oklahoma City-based Continental Resources grows on increased oil production 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-continental-resources-grows-on-increased-

oil-production/article/3724146#ixzz2C7BuIo8t

 

Blueknight Energy Partners building stability

http://newsok.com/blueknight-energy-partners-building-

stability/article/3724524#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Plans move ahead for convention center, hotel despite collapse in national market 

http://newsok.com/plans-move-ahead-for-convention-center-hotel-despite-collapse-

in-national-market/article/3727526#ixzz2C7EG4M00

 

Oklahoma Inc.: Banking companies take different tracks during the year 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-inc.-banking-companies-take-different-tracks-during-

the-year/article/3724132#ixzz2C7FSxkqk

 

Long voting lines a hassle, but a little perspective would help 

http://newsok.com/long-voting-lines-a-hassle-but-a-little-perspective-would-

help/article/3727977#ixzz2C7HREOVk

 

Gov. Fallin needs to act on long-lingering Medicaid, health exchange issues

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallin-needs-to-act-on-long-lingering-medicaid-health-

exchange-issues/article/3727105#ixzz2C7HgeIg6

 

Oklahoma GOP leaders should craft detailed, meaningful agendas for 2013 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gop-leaders-should-craft-detailed-meaningful-

agendas-for-2013/article/3727100#ixzz2C7Hot8Vn
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A-F grading system already having an effect in some Oklahoma schools 

http://newsok.com/a-f-grading-system-already-having-an-effect-in-some-oklahoma-

schools/article/3727102#ixzz2C7HxZR42

 

ScissorTales: Oklahoma judges retained again %u2014 no surprise

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-judges-retained-again-u2014-no-

surprise/article/3727093#ixzz2C7I3gT6v

 

Finding offsets must be part of efforts to reduce Oklahoma income tax 

http://newsok.com/finding-offsets-must-be-part-of-efforts-to-reduce-oklahoma-

income-tax/article/3727976#ixzz2C7HIv1EV

 

Oklahoma voters cool to calls for more spending on education 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-cool-to-calls-for-more-spending-on-

education/article/3727978#ixzz2C7HY31nM

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma parole changes to affect dozens of inmates each month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121111_16_A23_ByBarb51342

 

Prosecutors call Edmond lobbyist's actions bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121111_16_A21_OKLAHO142347

 

Oklahoma Senate panel to hear from open govt. groups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_11_0_OLHMIY713205

 

GOP lawmaker's ties to PAC, campaign donations questioned

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121113_16_A1_OKLAHO554910

 

DHS worker who killed self after child's murder and his supervisor cleared in death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_16_A12_OKLAHO312756

 

Oklahoma City bombing museum 'updating its relevance'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_12_A11_CUTLIN83346

 

Swearing in of Oklahoma lawmakers scheduled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121112_11_0_OKLAHO561071
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More women have driver's licenses than men in U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121113_13_A5_WASHIN880681

 

Petraeus case shows FBI's authority to read email

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121113_13_A7_WASHIN602108

 

Deficit cutters look to Pentagon budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121113_13_A8_CUTLIN385653

 

Poll shows most Tulsans approve of new trash service

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121112_11_A1_CUTLIN690002

 

Congress returns in lame-duck session on edge of 'fiscal cliff'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121112_16_A1_Soundi331911

 

Tulsa trash board will continue education efforts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121112_11_A7_Tulsas170706

 

Congress wants answers on Petraeus affair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121112_13_A8_CUTLIN17054

 

Obama honors sacrifices by U.S. veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121112_13_A4_ULNSrs770408

 

Poll shows interest in Dewey Bartlett, Kathy Taylor, Bill Christiansen as candidates for

mayor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121111_11_A1_MayorD676339

 

Possible candidates for mayor consider options

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121111_11_A4_CUTLIN214860

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Oklahoma needs more yank, less knay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121111_16_A29_CUTLIN607090

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121111_16_A29_hGovMa788716

 

Muskogee officers accused of using Taser at hospital

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121113_12_0_MUSKOG602355

 

Owner of First National Center in Oklahoma City seeks to avoid jail time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121113_12_0_OKLAHO401466

 

Oklahoma prison escapee recaptured in Missouri

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121113_12_0_JOPLIN671964

 

Union schools sets bond vote

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121113_19_A9_CUTLIN86491

 

Rites scheduled for OU law professor Leo Whinery Sr., 86

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_11_A11_NORMAN655504

 

LeFlore County revives plan for Ten Commandment monument

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121112_12_A1_POTEAU723531

 

Broken Arrow teacher of the year competition includes two sisters

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121112_19_A11_ULNSit661930

 

Muskogee homeowner shoots suspected intruder

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121112_12_0_MUSKOG873893

 

Oklahoma National Guard soldiers to deploy as Afghanistan fighting winds down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121112_12_0_OKLAHO64533

 

EMSA's new Bixby hub helping improve service in busy area

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121112_12_A11_CUTLIN557077

 

Thousands watch Veterans Day Parade in downtown Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_11_A9_CUTLIN712445

 

Jenks Mayor Vic Vreeland stepping down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Rites scheduled for OU law professor Leo Whinery Sr., 86

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_11_A11_NORMAN655504

 

Drought continues despite weekend rainfall in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121113_11_A12_Althou820564

 

Tulsa Jail seeing rise in bookings from failure to pay court fines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121112_11_A1_Thenum96195

 

Cellphones are sought-after contraband in state prisons

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121112_11_A15_OKLAHO510639

 

More repair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121113_61_A13_Tulsan92388

 

Tulsa Area United Way sets donation records

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121113_61_A13_Itwasn565600

 

Medicaid expansion would improve many state problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121112_61_A9_GovMar182525

 

Veterans deserve our thanks year-round

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121110_61_A22_Asyoup74181

 

Oklahoma finally limits governor's role in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121110_61_A22_Ittook201019

 

Obama, GOP need to finally tackle immigration reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121111_213_G6_CUTLIN655567

 

Sales tax lesson: Tulsa voters not easy to sway

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121111_211_G1_CUTLIN445235

 

State questions not easily understood

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=214&articleid=20121111_214_G1_CUTLIN235884
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Musket wins jury verdict in Star Fuel case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/musket-wins-jury-verdict-in-star-fuel-case-law/

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding-law/

 

Former client, retired employee selected as rehabilitation commission chairwoman

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/former-client-retired-employee-selected-as-

rehabilitation-commission-chairwoman-capitol/

 

Ad valorem tax changes could have side effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/ad-valorem-tax-changes-could-have-side-effect-

capitol/

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/constituencies-bend-fallins-ear-on-health-care/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 13, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/finance-briefs-nov-13-2012-finance/

 

Bombing fund officials: Critics mistaken

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/bombing-fund-officials-critics-mistaken-nonprofit/

 

Interest in conservation easements grows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/interest-in-conservation-easements-grows-real-

estate/

 

A walk on the wild side: OKC Zoo promotes wellness by mapping trails

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/a-walk-on-the-wild-side-okc-zoo-promotes-

wellness-by-mapping-trails-general-news/

 

Innovators: Creative Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/innovators-creative-oklahoma-general-news/

 

Markets fall after election

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/markets-fall-after-election-finance/

 

U.S. stocks nearly unchanged as fiscal threat looms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-stocks-nearly-unchanged-as-fiscal-threat-

looms-finance/
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Oil down on worry about U.S. fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/oil-down-on-worry-about-u-s-fiscal-cliff-energy/

 

U.S. seen overtaking Saudis as biggest oil producer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-seen-overtaking-saudis-as-biggest-oil-

producer-energy/

 

Milbank CEO seeks probation in embezzlement case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/milbank-ceo-seeks-probation-in-embezzlement-

case-law/

 

SQ 764 to expand water infrastructure funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/sq-764-to-expand-water-infrastructure-funding-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers to study new banking regulations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/lawmakers-to-study-new-banking-regulations-

capitol/

 

Warding off criticism: SandRidge CEO unapologetic in conference call

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/warding-off-criticism-sandridge-ceo-

unapologetic-in-conference-call-energy/

 

ONG lowers rebates for CNG vehicles, in-home fueling units

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/ong-lowers-rebates-for-cng-vehicles-in-home-

fueling-units-energy/

 

These Walls: Oklahoma City federal bankruptcy court building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/these-walls-oklahoma-city-federal-bankruptcy-

court-building-real-estate/

 

Spokesman: No agriculture regulation surprises from EPA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/spokesman-no-agriculture-regulation-surprises-

from-epa-general-news/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 12, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/business-briefs-nov-12-2012-general-news/

 

Few leftover turkeys after drought: Wild fowl’s population declines in dry weather

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/few-leftover-turkeys-after-drought-wild-fowls-

population-declines-in-dry-weather-general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Clinics sues over WIC funding

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

 

Prosecutors: Lobbyist bribed convicted ex-senator

 

Bombing fund officials say critics are mistaken

 

Ex-officer claims his rights were violated

 

Monument marks Route 66 culture
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
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http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Malia Bennett
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:02:28 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City to explore purchase of license plate scanning equipment 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-explore-purchase-of-license-plate-scanning-

equipment/article/3728962#ixzz2COeyNn5H

Committee still trying to define Oklahoma City's MAPS 3 senior centers 

http://newsok.com/committee-still-trying-to-define-oklahoma-citys-maps-3-senior-

centers/article/3728624#ixzz2COfBu3aS

Community helps Edmond Senior Center keep serving meals 

http://newsok.com/community-helps-edmond-senior-center-keep-serving-

meals/article/3728586#ixzz2COfKi5al

Seven inducted into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/seven-inducted-into-oklahoma-hall-of-fame/article/3728986?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma teen sentenced to attend church as part of probation for DUI manslaughter

conviction 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-teen-sentenced-to-attend-church-as-part-of-probation-

for-dui-manslaughter-conviction/article/3728821#ixzz2COfqQjNe

Oklahoma Ethics Commission narrows field of applicants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-narrows-field-of-

applicants/article/3728996#axzz2COe4Gzt7

GOP leaders already jockeying for 2016

http://newsok.com/gop-leaders-already-jockeying-for-

2016/article/feed/463522#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma House speaker to take job at OKC nonprofit 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-to-take-job-at-okc-

nonprofit/article/3729131#ixzz2COgiW3ni

Oklahoma congressman recommends $68 billion in cuts to nondefense spending at

Pentagon 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressman-recommends-68-billion-in-cuts-to-

nondefense-spending-at-pentagon/article/3728956#ixzz2COgyGVjp

Fiscal cliff's biggest impact could be on defense 

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliffs-biggest-impact-could-be-on-
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defense/article/3728957#ixzz2COh4kKFU

Longtime Oklahoma Ethics Commission workers are honored

http://newsok.com/longtime-oklahoma-ethics-commission-workers-are-

honored/article/3728997#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Ex-Tinker worker charged with accepting bribes from government contractor 

http://newsok.com/ex-tinker-worker-charged-with-accepting-bribes-from-

government-contractor/article/3729019#ixzz2COhLvlRt

Ten Commandments monument is installed at Oklahoma state Capitol 

http://newsok.com/ten-commandments-monument-is-installed-at-oklahoma-state-

capitol/article/3728824#ixzz2COhToEne

Top Republicans say Romney didn't offer specifics

http://newsok.com/top-republicans-say-romney-didnt-offer-

specifics/article/feed/462890#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Glance: Implementation of 'Obamacare' by state

http://newsok.com/glance-implementation-of-obamacare-by-

state/article/feed/463309#axzz2COe4Gzt7

CDC report highlights Oklahoma's growing diabetes problem

http://newsok.com/cdc-report-highlights-oklahomas-growing-diabetes-

problem/article/3728969#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Nation will be stronger after election, PBS anchorwoman Judy Woodruff tells crowd at

the University of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/nation-will-be-stronger-after-election-pbs-anchorwoman-judy-

woodruff-tells-crowd-at-the-university-of-oklahoma/article/3728353#ixzz2COiqi3rT

Guardsman aims to increase use of CNG as alternative to foreign oil 

http://newsok.com/guardsman-aims-to-increase-use-of-cng-as-alternative-to-

foreign-oil/article/3728980#ixzz2COizZEro

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation 

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2COj9ESHq

Hostess moves to shutter operations

http://newsok.com/hostess-moves-to-shutter-

operations/article/feed/463563#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oil prices steady as traders eye Mideast conflict 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-steady-as-traders-eye-mideast-

conflict/article/feed/463481#ixzz2COjPHA6V

UIS futures higher as fiscal cliff talks open 
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http://newsok.com/uis-futures-higher-as-fiscal-cliff-talks-

open/article/feed/463584#ixzz2COjW0K1d

States reveal their choices on Obama's health law 

http://newsok.com/states-reveal-their-choices-on-obamas-health-

law/article/feed/463513#ixzz2COjhK65b

Obama on tricky path in fiscal cliff negotiations 

http://newsok.com/obama-on-tricky-path-in-fiscal-cliff-

negotiations/article/feed/463514#ixzz2COjn0QVp

Fed details next round of big banks' stress tests 

http://newsok.com/fed-details-next-round-of-big-banks-stress-

tests/article/3729078#ixzz2COjxxNeB

Another investor for Oklahoma City-based SandRidge Energy calls for change 

http://newsok.com/another-investor-for-oklahoma-city-based-sandridge-energy-

calls-for-change/article/3728964#ixzz2COk5EJCv

Grove battery plant is ending operations

http://newsok.com/grove-battery-plant-is-ending-

operations/article/3728965#axzz2COkCfO2F

Money market fund assets fell to $2.575 trillion

http://newsok.com/money-market-fund-assets-fell-to-2.575-

trillion/article/feed/463422#ixzz2COkMscYZ

Oklahoma Democrats face tough chore in attracting support 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-democrats-face-tough-chore-in-attracting-

support/article/3728838#ixzz2COkbLWRZ

Workers' comp costs continue to hurt Oklahoma business 

http://newsok.com/workers-comp-costs-continue-to-hurt-oklahoma-

business/article/3728836#ixzz2COkj9WCm

U.S. oil future is bright, if policies will allow it 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-oil-future-is-bright-if-policies-will-allow-

it/article/3728835#ixzz2COknvrHJ

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin expected to announce position on health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN405218

Ten Commandments monument installed at Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN728895

Ten Commandments monument installed at Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN728895

'Fiscal cliff' could push Oklahomans' taxes up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A8_Statet658871

Oklahoma Youth Expo to face contempt hearing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A16_CUTLIN246574

John Hope Franklin speaker Barbara J. Love says healing needed to quell racism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A15_CUTLIN654492

Seneca-Cayuga Tribe's plans for Grove casino apparently ended

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_12_A16_GROVEA232895

Literacy to be core of state teaching

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_19_A17_OWASSO929981

Tulsa philanthropist among seven inductees into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_11_A13_CUTLIN777858

Coburn releases report on potential Pentagon savings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A9_WASHIN455555

State's universities seeing more international students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A16_EDMOND921727

Fired prison guard accused of sexual offenses against inmates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A11_SHAWNE652492

State Board of Education meets in Frederick

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_12_A17_FREDER933541

Deer in 'good shape' for hunting season, biologist reports

http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/article.aspx?

subjectid=25&articleid=20121116_25_B1_Dogtoo256118

Hertz-Dollar Thrifty merger gets FTC approval

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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Tulsa airport officials approve building plan by Industrial Developers of Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_45_E1_AnOkla930672

More legislative transparency sought by advocates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Ifpubl506901

Romney's exit less than dignified.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Weknew511857

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State wheat crop strong in exporting

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/state-wheat-crop-strong-in-export-general-news/

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/

 

U.S. rate on 30-year mortgage hits record 3.34 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/u-s-rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-3-34-

pct-real-estate/

 

Deal killers: Lenders give top reasons transactions fall apart

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/deal-killers-lenders-give-top-reasons-

transactions-fall-apart-real-estate/

 

New construction: a mixed bag for Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/new-construction-a-mixed-bag-for-oklahoma-

real-estate/

 

2nd investor calls out SandRidge

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/another-large-sandridge-shareholder-calls-for-

ceo-ward-to-step-down-energy/

 

Ming: Oil production decline in state reversed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/ming-oil-production-decline-in-state-reversed-

energy/

 

Oil falls on economic worries

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-falls-on-economic-worries-energy/

 

Mining for well histories: Corporation Commission reconciles archival records and

modern GPS locations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/massive-undertaking-ok-corporation-

commission-project-aims-to-identify-300000-wells-with-gps-energy/
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BP agrees to pay $4.5B; 3 employees charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/bp-agrees-to-pay-4-5b-3-employees-charged-

energy/

 

Oil industry group pushes Obama to OK pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-industry-group-pushes-obama-to-ok-pipeline-

energy/

 

Heartsick for the holidays: Seasonal blues could affect office production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/heartsick-for-the-holidays-seasonal-blues-could-

affect-office-production-health-care/

 

Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma, South

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/diabetes-rates-rocket-in-oklahoma-south-health-

care/

 

10 Commandments monument in place at Okla. Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/10-commandments-monument-in-place-at-okla-

capitol-capitol/

 

Stocks close lower after weak retail reports

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/stocks-close-lower-after-weak-retail-reports-

finance/

 

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/
 
Fourth Reading: In lieu of fits, learn how to lose
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/fourth-reading-in-lieu-of-fits-learn-how-to-lose-
opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Monument in place at capital
 
Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma and South
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Malia Bennett
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:02:28 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City to explore purchase of license plate scanning equipment 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-explore-purchase-of-license-plate-scanning-

equipment/article/3728962#ixzz2COeyNn5H

Committee still trying to define Oklahoma City's MAPS 3 senior centers 

http://newsok.com/committee-still-trying-to-define-oklahoma-citys-maps-3-senior-

centers/article/3728624#ixzz2COfBu3aS

Community helps Edmond Senior Center keep serving meals 

http://newsok.com/community-helps-edmond-senior-center-keep-serving-

meals/article/3728586#ixzz2COfKi5al

Seven inducted into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/seven-inducted-into-oklahoma-hall-of-fame/article/3728986?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma teen sentenced to attend church as part of probation for DUI manslaughter

conviction 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-teen-sentenced-to-attend-church-as-part-of-probation-

for-dui-manslaughter-conviction/article/3728821#ixzz2COfqQjNe

Oklahoma Ethics Commission narrows field of applicants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-narrows-field-of-

applicants/article/3728996#axzz2COe4Gzt7

GOP leaders already jockeying for 2016

http://newsok.com/gop-leaders-already-jockeying-for-

2016/article/feed/463522#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma House speaker to take job at OKC nonprofit 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-to-take-job-at-okc-

nonprofit/article/3729131#ixzz2COgiW3ni

Oklahoma congressman recommends $68 billion in cuts to nondefense spending at

Pentagon 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressman-recommends-68-billion-in-cuts-to-

nondefense-spending-at-pentagon/article/3728956#ixzz2COgyGVjp

Fiscal cliff's biggest impact could be on defense 

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliffs-biggest-impact-could-be-on-
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defense/article/3728957#ixzz2COh4kKFU

Longtime Oklahoma Ethics Commission workers are honored

http://newsok.com/longtime-oklahoma-ethics-commission-workers-are-

honored/article/3728997#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Ex-Tinker worker charged with accepting bribes from government contractor 

http://newsok.com/ex-tinker-worker-charged-with-accepting-bribes-from-

government-contractor/article/3729019#ixzz2COhLvlRt

Ten Commandments monument is installed at Oklahoma state Capitol 

http://newsok.com/ten-commandments-monument-is-installed-at-oklahoma-state-

capitol/article/3728824#ixzz2COhToEne

Top Republicans say Romney didn't offer specifics

http://newsok.com/top-republicans-say-romney-didnt-offer-

specifics/article/feed/462890#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Glance: Implementation of 'Obamacare' by state

http://newsok.com/glance-implementation-of-obamacare-by-

state/article/feed/463309#axzz2COe4Gzt7

CDC report highlights Oklahoma's growing diabetes problem

http://newsok.com/cdc-report-highlights-oklahomas-growing-diabetes-

problem/article/3728969#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Nation will be stronger after election, PBS anchorwoman Judy Woodruff tells crowd at

the University of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/nation-will-be-stronger-after-election-pbs-anchorwoman-judy-

woodruff-tells-crowd-at-the-university-of-oklahoma/article/3728353#ixzz2COiqi3rT

Guardsman aims to increase use of CNG as alternative to foreign oil 

http://newsok.com/guardsman-aims-to-increase-use-of-cng-as-alternative-to-

foreign-oil/article/3728980#ixzz2COizZEro

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation 

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2COj9ESHq

Hostess moves to shutter operations

http://newsok.com/hostess-moves-to-shutter-

operations/article/feed/463563#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oil prices steady as traders eye Mideast conflict 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-steady-as-traders-eye-mideast-

conflict/article/feed/463481#ixzz2COjPHA6V

UIS futures higher as fiscal cliff talks open 
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http://newsok.com/uis-futures-higher-as-fiscal-cliff-talks-

open/article/feed/463584#ixzz2COjW0K1d

States reveal their choices on Obama's health law 

http://newsok.com/states-reveal-their-choices-on-obamas-health-

law/article/feed/463513#ixzz2COjhK65b

Obama on tricky path in fiscal cliff negotiations 

http://newsok.com/obama-on-tricky-path-in-fiscal-cliff-

negotiations/article/feed/463514#ixzz2COjn0QVp

Fed details next round of big banks' stress tests 

http://newsok.com/fed-details-next-round-of-big-banks-stress-

tests/article/3729078#ixzz2COjxxNeB

Another investor for Oklahoma City-based SandRidge Energy calls for change 

http://newsok.com/another-investor-for-oklahoma-city-based-sandridge-energy-

calls-for-change/article/3728964#ixzz2COk5EJCv

Grove battery plant is ending operations

http://newsok.com/grove-battery-plant-is-ending-

operations/article/3728965#axzz2COkCfO2F

Money market fund assets fell to $2.575 trillion

http://newsok.com/money-market-fund-assets-fell-to-2.575-

trillion/article/feed/463422#ixzz2COkMscYZ

Oklahoma Democrats face tough chore in attracting support 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-democrats-face-tough-chore-in-attracting-

support/article/3728838#ixzz2COkbLWRZ

Workers' comp costs continue to hurt Oklahoma business 

http://newsok.com/workers-comp-costs-continue-to-hurt-oklahoma-

business/article/3728836#ixzz2COkj9WCm

U.S. oil future is bright, if policies will allow it 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-oil-future-is-bright-if-policies-will-allow-

it/article/3728835#ixzz2COknvrHJ

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin expected to announce position on health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN405218

Ten Commandments monument installed at Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN728895

Ten Commandments monument installed at Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN728895

'Fiscal cliff' could push Oklahomans' taxes up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A8_Statet658871

Oklahoma Youth Expo to face contempt hearing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A16_CUTLIN246574

John Hope Franklin speaker Barbara J. Love says healing needed to quell racism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A15_CUTLIN654492

Seneca-Cayuga Tribe's plans for Grove casino apparently ended

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_12_A16_GROVEA232895

Literacy to be core of state teaching

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_19_A17_OWASSO929981

Tulsa philanthropist among seven inductees into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_11_A13_CUTLIN777858

Coburn releases report on potential Pentagon savings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A9_WASHIN455555

State's universities seeing more international students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A16_EDMOND921727

Fired prison guard accused of sexual offenses against inmates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A11_SHAWNE652492

State Board of Education meets in Frederick

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_12_A17_FREDER933541

Deer in 'good shape' for hunting season, biologist reports

http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/article.aspx?

subjectid=25&articleid=20121116_25_B1_Dogtoo256118

Hertz-Dollar Thrifty merger gets FTC approval

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_46_A1_CUTLIN722748

Tulsa airport officials approve building plan by Industrial Developers of Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_45_E1_AnOkla930672

More legislative transparency sought by advocates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Ifpubl506901

Romney's exit less than dignified.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Weknew511857

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State wheat crop strong in exporting

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/state-wheat-crop-strong-in-export-general-news/

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/

 

U.S. rate on 30-year mortgage hits record 3.34 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/u-s-rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-3-34-

pct-real-estate/

 

Deal killers: Lenders give top reasons transactions fall apart

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/deal-killers-lenders-give-top-reasons-

transactions-fall-apart-real-estate/

 

New construction: a mixed bag for Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/new-construction-a-mixed-bag-for-oklahoma-

real-estate/

 

2nd investor calls out SandRidge

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/another-large-sandridge-shareholder-calls-for-

ceo-ward-to-step-down-energy/

 

Ming: Oil production decline in state reversed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/ming-oil-production-decline-in-state-reversed-

energy/

 

Oil falls on economic worries

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-falls-on-economic-worries-energy/

 

Mining for well histories: Corporation Commission reconciles archival records and

modern GPS locations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/massive-undertaking-ok-corporation-

commission-project-aims-to-identify-300000-wells-with-gps-energy/
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BP agrees to pay $4.5B; 3 employees charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/bp-agrees-to-pay-4-5b-3-employees-charged-

energy/

 

Oil industry group pushes Obama to OK pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-industry-group-pushes-obama-to-ok-pipeline-

energy/

 

Heartsick for the holidays: Seasonal blues could affect office production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/heartsick-for-the-holidays-seasonal-blues-could-

affect-office-production-health-care/

 

Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma, South

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/diabetes-rates-rocket-in-oklahoma-south-health-

care/

 

10 Commandments monument in place at Okla. Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/10-commandments-monument-in-place-at-okla-

capitol-capitol/

 

Stocks close lower after weak retail reports

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/stocks-close-lower-after-weak-retail-reports-

finance/

 

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/
 
Fourth Reading: In lieu of fits, learn how to lose
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/fourth-reading-in-lieu-of-fits-learn-how-to-lose-
opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Monument in place at capital
 
Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma and South
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Malia Bennett
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:02:28 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City to explore purchase of license plate scanning equipment 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-explore-purchase-of-license-plate-scanning-

equipment/article/3728962#ixzz2COeyNn5H

Committee still trying to define Oklahoma City's MAPS 3 senior centers 

http://newsok.com/committee-still-trying-to-define-oklahoma-citys-maps-3-senior-

centers/article/3728624#ixzz2COfBu3aS

Community helps Edmond Senior Center keep serving meals 

http://newsok.com/community-helps-edmond-senior-center-keep-serving-

meals/article/3728586#ixzz2COfKi5al

Seven inducted into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/seven-inducted-into-oklahoma-hall-of-fame/article/3728986?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma teen sentenced to attend church as part of probation for DUI manslaughter

conviction 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-teen-sentenced-to-attend-church-as-part-of-probation-

for-dui-manslaughter-conviction/article/3728821#ixzz2COfqQjNe

Oklahoma Ethics Commission narrows field of applicants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-narrows-field-of-

applicants/article/3728996#axzz2COe4Gzt7

GOP leaders already jockeying for 2016

http://newsok.com/gop-leaders-already-jockeying-for-

2016/article/feed/463522#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma House speaker to take job at OKC nonprofit 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-to-take-job-at-okc-

nonprofit/article/3729131#ixzz2COgiW3ni

Oklahoma congressman recommends $68 billion in cuts to nondefense spending at

Pentagon 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressman-recommends-68-billion-in-cuts-to-

nondefense-spending-at-pentagon/article/3728956#ixzz2COgyGVjp

Fiscal cliff's biggest impact could be on defense 

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliffs-biggest-impact-could-be-on-
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defense/article/3728957#ixzz2COh4kKFU

Longtime Oklahoma Ethics Commission workers are honored

http://newsok.com/longtime-oklahoma-ethics-commission-workers-are-

honored/article/3728997#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Ex-Tinker worker charged with accepting bribes from government contractor 

http://newsok.com/ex-tinker-worker-charged-with-accepting-bribes-from-

government-contractor/article/3729019#ixzz2COhLvlRt

Ten Commandments monument is installed at Oklahoma state Capitol 

http://newsok.com/ten-commandments-monument-is-installed-at-oklahoma-state-

capitol/article/3728824#ixzz2COhToEne

Top Republicans say Romney didn't offer specifics

http://newsok.com/top-republicans-say-romney-didnt-offer-

specifics/article/feed/462890#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Glance: Implementation of 'Obamacare' by state

http://newsok.com/glance-implementation-of-obamacare-by-

state/article/feed/463309#axzz2COe4Gzt7

CDC report highlights Oklahoma's growing diabetes problem

http://newsok.com/cdc-report-highlights-oklahomas-growing-diabetes-

problem/article/3728969#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Nation will be stronger after election, PBS anchorwoman Judy Woodruff tells crowd at

the University of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/nation-will-be-stronger-after-election-pbs-anchorwoman-judy-

woodruff-tells-crowd-at-the-university-of-oklahoma/article/3728353#ixzz2COiqi3rT

Guardsman aims to increase use of CNG as alternative to foreign oil 

http://newsok.com/guardsman-aims-to-increase-use-of-cng-as-alternative-to-

foreign-oil/article/3728980#ixzz2COizZEro

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation 

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2COj9ESHq

Hostess moves to shutter operations

http://newsok.com/hostess-moves-to-shutter-

operations/article/feed/463563#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oil prices steady as traders eye Mideast conflict 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-steady-as-traders-eye-mideast-

conflict/article/feed/463481#ixzz2COjPHA6V

UIS futures higher as fiscal cliff talks open 
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http://newsok.com/uis-futures-higher-as-fiscal-cliff-talks-

open/article/feed/463584#ixzz2COjW0K1d

States reveal their choices on Obama's health law 

http://newsok.com/states-reveal-their-choices-on-obamas-health-

law/article/feed/463513#ixzz2COjhK65b

Obama on tricky path in fiscal cliff negotiations 

http://newsok.com/obama-on-tricky-path-in-fiscal-cliff-

negotiations/article/feed/463514#ixzz2COjn0QVp

Fed details next round of big banks' stress tests 

http://newsok.com/fed-details-next-round-of-big-banks-stress-

tests/article/3729078#ixzz2COjxxNeB

Another investor for Oklahoma City-based SandRidge Energy calls for change 

http://newsok.com/another-investor-for-oklahoma-city-based-sandridge-energy-

calls-for-change/article/3728964#ixzz2COk5EJCv

Grove battery plant is ending operations

http://newsok.com/grove-battery-plant-is-ending-

operations/article/3728965#axzz2COkCfO2F

Money market fund assets fell to $2.575 trillion

http://newsok.com/money-market-fund-assets-fell-to-2.575-

trillion/article/feed/463422#ixzz2COkMscYZ

Oklahoma Democrats face tough chore in attracting support 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-democrats-face-tough-chore-in-attracting-

support/article/3728838#ixzz2COkbLWRZ

Workers' comp costs continue to hurt Oklahoma business 

http://newsok.com/workers-comp-costs-continue-to-hurt-oklahoma-

business/article/3728836#ixzz2COkj9WCm

U.S. oil future is bright, if policies will allow it 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-oil-future-is-bright-if-policies-will-allow-

it/article/3728835#ixzz2COknvrHJ

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin expected to announce position on health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN405218

Ten Commandments monument installed at Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN728895

Ten Commandments monument installed at Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A1_CUTLIN728895

'Fiscal cliff' could push Oklahomans' taxes up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A8_Statet658871

Oklahoma Youth Expo to face contempt hearing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121116_16_A16_CUTLIN246574

John Hope Franklin speaker Barbara J. Love says healing needed to quell racism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A15_CUTLIN654492

Seneca-Cayuga Tribe's plans for Grove casino apparently ended

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_12_A16_GROVEA232895

Literacy to be core of state teaching

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_19_A17_OWASSO929981

Tulsa philanthropist among seven inductees into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_11_A13_CUTLIN777858

Coburn releases report on potential Pentagon savings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A9_WASHIN455555

State's universities seeing more international students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A16_EDMOND921727

Fired prison guard accused of sexual offenses against inmates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_16_A11_SHAWNE652492

State Board of Education meets in Frederick

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121116_12_A17_FREDER933541

Deer in 'good shape' for hunting season, biologist reports

http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/article.aspx?

subjectid=25&articleid=20121116_25_B1_Dogtoo256118

Hertz-Dollar Thrifty merger gets FTC approval

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_46_A1_CUTLIN722748

Tulsa airport officials approve building plan by Industrial Developers of Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_45_E1_AnOkla930672

More legislative transparency sought by advocates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Ifpubl506901

Romney's exit less than dignified.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Weknew511857

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State wheat crop strong in exporting

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/state-wheat-crop-strong-in-export-general-news/

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/

 

U.S. rate on 30-year mortgage hits record 3.34 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/u-s-rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-3-34-

pct-real-estate/

 

Deal killers: Lenders give top reasons transactions fall apart

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/deal-killers-lenders-give-top-reasons-

transactions-fall-apart-real-estate/

 

New construction: a mixed bag for Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/new-construction-a-mixed-bag-for-oklahoma-

real-estate/

 

2nd investor calls out SandRidge

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/another-large-sandridge-shareholder-calls-for-

ceo-ward-to-step-down-energy/

 

Ming: Oil production decline in state reversed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/ming-oil-production-decline-in-state-reversed-

energy/

 

Oil falls on economic worries

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-falls-on-economic-worries-energy/

 

Mining for well histories: Corporation Commission reconciles archival records and

modern GPS locations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/massive-undertaking-ok-corporation-

commission-project-aims-to-identify-300000-wells-with-gps-energy/

 

39803

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_46_A1_CUTLIN722748
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_45_E1_AnOkla930672
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20121116_45_E1_AnOkla930672
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Ifpubl506901
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Ifpubl506901
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Weknew511857
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121116_11_A18_Weknew511857
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/state-wheat-crop-strong-in-export-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-october-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-october-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/u-s-rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-3-34-pct-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/u-s-rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-3-34-pct-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/deal-killers-lenders-give-top-reasons-transactions-fall-apart-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/deal-killers-lenders-give-top-reasons-transactions-fall-apart-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/new-construction-a-mixed-bag-for-oklahoma-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/new-construction-a-mixed-bag-for-oklahoma-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/another-large-sandridge-shareholder-calls-for-ceo-ward-to-step-down-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/another-large-sandridge-shareholder-calls-for-ceo-ward-to-step-down-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/ming-oil-production-decline-in-state-reversed-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/ming-oil-production-decline-in-state-reversed-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-falls-on-economic-worries-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/massive-undertaking-ok-corporation-commission-project-aims-to-identify-300000-wells-with-gps-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/massive-undertaking-ok-corporation-commission-project-aims-to-identify-300000-wells-with-gps-energy/


BP agrees to pay $4.5B; 3 employees charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/bp-agrees-to-pay-4-5b-3-employees-charged-

energy/

 

Oil industry group pushes Obama to OK pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-industry-group-pushes-obama-to-ok-pipeline-

energy/

 

Heartsick for the holidays: Seasonal blues could affect office production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/heartsick-for-the-holidays-seasonal-blues-could-

affect-office-production-health-care/

 

Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma, South

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/diabetes-rates-rocket-in-oklahoma-south-health-

care/

 

10 Commandments monument in place at Okla. Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/10-commandments-monument-in-place-at-okla-

capitol-capitol/

 

Stocks close lower after weak retail reports

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/stocks-close-lower-after-weak-retail-reports-

finance/

 

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/
 
Fourth Reading: In lieu of fits, learn how to lose
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/fourth-reading-in-lieu-of-fits-learn-how-to-lose-
opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Monument in place at capital
 
Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma and South
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:00:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education tops Senate agenda, leader says

http://newsok.com/education-tops-senate-agenda-leader-

says/article/3729619#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Errors corrected on Ten Commandments monument at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/errors-corrected-on-ten-commandments-monument-at-oklahoma-

state-capitol/article/3729739#ixzz2CgDbdDwO

 

Outgoing Oklahoma House speaker takes post with nonprofit

http://newsok.com/outgoing-oklahoma-house-speaker-takes-post-with-

nonprofit/article/3729407#ixzz2CgDjYeMT

 

Audit finds cost discrepancies at Oklahoma state agency

http://newsok.com/audit-finds-cost-discrepancies-at-oklahoma-state-

agency/article/3729618#ixzz2CgNdwdgw

 

Oklahoma agency — Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells —

faces criticism

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-commission-on-marginally-producing-oil-and-

gas-wells-faces-criticism/article/3729336#ixzz2Cg98gr2F

 

Inhofe still supports funding for Arkansas River projects

http://newsok.com/inhofe-still-supports-funding-for-arkansas-river-

projects/article/3730003#ixzz2CgMRF5Ow

 

DC Notes: Republican Rep.-elect Markwayne Mullin says he'll oppose higher tax

revenue

http://newsok.com/dc-notes-republican-rep.-elect-markwayne-mullin-says-hell-

oppose-higher-tax-revenue/article/3729933#ixzz2CgOyIEcL

 

Church order questioned

http://newsok.com/church-order-questioned/article/3729616#axzz2Cg893m65

 

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2CgCSYSFv

 

Hertz gains enough Dollar Thrifty stock to complete merger

http://newsok.com/hertz-gains-enough-dollar-thrifty-stock-to-complete-

merger/article/3729506#ixzz2CgLhq3Ok
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New Oklahoma sales tax enforcement measure draws concerns from business

owners

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-sales-tax-enforcement-measure-draws-concerns-

from-business-owners/article/3729982#ixzz2Cg8u2afH

 

Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City experts say

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-

city-experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2Cg8DPBVR

 

IRS disaster fund advice followed in OKC, ignored elsewhere

http://newsok.com/irs-disaster-fund-advice-followed-in-okc-ignored-

elsewhere/article/3729581#ixzz2Cg8NyBfO

 

Oklahoma has strict regulations for its compounding pharmacies

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-has-strict-regulations-for-its-compounding-

pharmacies/article/3729744#ixzz2CgEPnqYt

 

Oklahoma City, police union agree to new collective bargaining agreement

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-union-agree-to-new-collective-bargaining-

agreement/article/3729985#ixzz2Cg9Vnohe

 

Oklahoma Air National Guard hosts training program for Aeromedical Evacuation

units from across the nation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-air-national-guard-hosts-training-program-for-

aeromedical-evacuation-units-from-across-the-

nation/article/3729773#ixzz2CgO50oFk

 

Tribal officials break ground for medical clinic in Norman

http://newsok.com/tribal-officials-break-ground-for-medical-clinic-in-

norman/article/3729252#ixzz2CgBlegCQ

 

American Muslim allowed boarding passes on third attempt to fly to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/american-muslim-allowed-boarding-passes-on-third-attempt-to-

fly-to-oklahoma/article/3729998#ixzz2Cg8VDmWP

 

Liquor store numbers continue to rise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/liquor-store-numbers-continue-to-rise-in-

oklahoma/article/3729986#ixzz2Cg8lyaO0

 

By the numbers: Liquor store, winery numbers in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-liquor-store-winery-numbers-in-

oklahoma/article/3729987#ixzz2CgDSEo1u

 

Oklahoma City to host best practices conference Dec. 6

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-host-best-practices-conference-dec.-

6/article/3729639#ixzz2CgHdrpmF
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Law firm manager's leadership shaped by his West Point, high school educations

http://newsok.com/law-firm-managers-leadership-shaped-by-his-west-point-high-

school-educations/article/3729358#ixzz2CgHkKXg2

 

OKC Central: Build it, they'll come, say supporters

http://newsok.com/okc-central-build-it-theyll-come-say-

supporters/article/3729948#ixzz2CgHTuehm

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials deny criticism of 10-day online courses

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-deny-criticism-of-10-

day-online-courses/article/3729491#ixzz2CgI9RFkR

 

University of Phoenix to close West Oklahoma City, Owasso locations

http://newsok.com/university-of-phoenix-to-close-west-oklahoma-city-owasso-

locations/article/3729978#ixzz2CgAL7GAF

 

For-profit colleges cost more, leave students with greater debt than public institutions

http://newsok.com/for-profit-colleges-cost-more-leave-students-with-greater-debt-

than-public-institutions/article/3729977#ixzz2CgFJ3Fvd

 

Oklahoma City area has added one college campus per year since 1995

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-has-added-one-college-campus-per-year-

since-1995/article/3729976#ixzz2CgFPuPdO

 

Oklahoma City educators study at Quartz Mountain

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-educators-study-at-quartz-

mountain/article/3729399#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Five-school consortium seeks to bring higher education downtown

http://newsok.com/five-school-consortium-seeks-to-bring-higher-education-

downtown/article/3729975#ixzz2CgAbKYED

 

Lowest achieving schools in state can’t access federal funds to provide services,

officials say

http://newsok.com/lowest-achieving-schools-in-state-cant-access-federal-funds-to-

provide-services-officials-say/article/3730009#ixzz2CgMqX7Rn

 

A year after deadly crash, Oklahoma State University seeks to update travel policy

http://newsok.com/a-year-after-deadly-crash-oklahoma-state-university-seeks-to-

update-travel-policy/article/3729305#ixzz2CgG985iH

 

Great-grandfather fulfills sky diving wish at age 91

http://newsok.com/great-grandfather-fulfills-sky-diving-wish-at-age-

91/article/3729809#ixzz2CgNQtPMB

 

Man just wants to clean up neighborhood

http://newsok.com/man-just-wants-to-clean-up-

neighborhood/article/3729615#axzz2Cg893m65
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Review of federal fuel tax is needed

http://newsok.com/review-of-federal-fuel-tax-is-

needed/article/3729302#axzz2Cg893m65

 

‘Fish!’ author tells Oklahoma ethics group to play, be present and make customers’

days

http://newsok.com/fish-author-tells-oklahoma-ethics-group-to-play-be-present-and-

make-customers-days/article/3729682#ixzz2CgPyZMum

 

Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach

http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-

approach/article/3729993#ixzz2CgN1c7xE

 

Proposed tax increases no cure for weak economy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-

economy/article/3729377#ixzz2CgPB54dm

 

Current lawmakers can learn a little from outgoing House speaker

http://newsok.com/current-lawmakers-can-learn-a-little-from-outgoing-house-

speaker/article/3729375#ixzz2CgPIcYrV

 

Former Oklahoma Senate leader: Five suggestions for state lawmakers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-five-suggestions-for-state-

lawmakers/article/3729376#ixzz2CgPR1TnU
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Oklahoma Senate Republicans say education, workers comp reform will be top

issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A19_OKLAHO107953

 

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin postpones decision on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121117_16_A15_GovMar696702

 

Struggling Oklahoma schools are caught in funding limbo

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121119_19_A1_Afterb711047

 

Liquor stores continue to open in state despite Modern Laws efforts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_OKLAHO890329
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New Oklahoma law on collecting late sales taxes draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_Anewla456310

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn says he won't run in 2016, but spidey-sense

isn't so sure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A26_Iguess133502

 

Audit raises flag at state agency focused on marginal oil, gas wells

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A27_Astate965394

 

Errors on Ten Commandments monument to be fixed by Monday, lawmaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121117_16_A1_CUTLIN665363

 

More water, sewer fixes advised

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121119_16_A1_CUTLIN934940

 

Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_Aniept700739

 

Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_Aniept700739

 

Air National Guard hosts training exercise in Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_CUTLIN624430

 

Fiscal cliff more like a rocky slope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A16_Teiclc875347

 

Democrats stiffen spine against trimming benefits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121118_13_A16_CUTLIN324391

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121118_11_A26_hQuota41506

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A26_hGovMa506409
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Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121118_13_A16_WSIGOe859487

 

Obama turns to foreign policy with Asia trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_0_WASHIN468946

 

Petraeus: CIA blamed terrorists for Libya attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_A12_CUTLIN71671

 

Inhofe: Hope is not lost for low-water dam improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121119_336_A1_USSenJ716460

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker to be promoted to general

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121119_12_0_OLHMIY658259

 

Tulsa police to increase Black Friday patrols

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_12_A11_Ahpesb389733

 

New bridge in Bixby may depend on Turnpike Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A1_Arenew987790

 

Water restrictions likely for Lawton if no rain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_LAWTON905379

 

Oklahoma teen kills stepfather in hunting accident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_WYANDO20824

 

Judge stands by decision to require teen to attend church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121118_14_A19_CUTLIN40518

 

Skiatook hopes council-city manager government will change its 'small town' image

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A19_CUTLIN819109

 

Thanksgiving meal shortfall: Christian Ministers Alliance asks for food donations to

help needy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A21_TeCrsi376879

 

Law group honors Tulsa World reporter

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A25_CUTLIN744704

 

Route 66 Marathon on its way to world-class status

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_11_A1_CUTLIN477614

 

Alcohol seen as major crime factor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_CUTLIN283016

 

TPD no longer holding public meetings on crime statistics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_TheTul696523

 

Black pastor breaks mold as new leader of all-white Lutheran church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20121118_18_A1_CUTLIN434405

 

OKC bombing-fund policies limit payments to survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_11_A1_Polici247440

 

Small Business Saturday a chance to help the local retailers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_OKweal665947

 

Affirmative action

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_Afeder688271

 

Oklahoma needs to get serious about addressing diabetes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Thenew466104

 

BP paying for its negligence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Itsbee920509

 

Elections force nation's governors to face reality on Obamacare

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121118_11_G1_ULNShs98580

 

A lean, green job machine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=214&articleid=20121118_214_G1_CUTLIN97941
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Lawsuits possible over 10 Commandments monument

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-

monument-capitol/

 

Fallin delays decision on Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Steele takes position with OKC-based nonprofit TEEM

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-

teem-capitol/

 

UCO payouts: Records show school settles 2 lawsuits for $157,500

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-

lawsuits-for-157500-law/

 

Merritt faces more charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/merritt-faces-more-charges-law/

 

McClendon’s big bet: Chesapeake CEO not hedging natural gas in 2013

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-

hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake hiring on the line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/analysts-chesapeake-hiring-on-the-line-energy/

 

Air Assurance open house conditions students for HVAC careers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-

for-hvac-careers-general-news/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Shockley named Southwest Bancorp CFO 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-
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finance/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

These Walls: Tulsa Educare 3

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/these-walls-tulsa-educare-3-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 19, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/business-briefs-nov-19-2012-general-news/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Tahlequah Farmers’ Market goes online for winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-

winter-general-news/

 

Oil prices rise as traders eye Mideast conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-

energy/

 

Defense lawyers say BP rig workers are scapegoats

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-

scapegoats-energy/

 

Rigs exploring for oil and gas in U.S. up

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/rigs-exploring-for-oil-and-gas-in-u-s-up-energy/

 

EPA turns down states’ request for ethanol waiver

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-

waiver-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

 

39815

http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://capitolbeatok.com/
http://mccarvillereport.com/
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:00:11 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education tops Senate agenda, leader says

http://newsok.com/education-tops-senate-agenda-leader-

says/article/3729619#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Errors corrected on Ten Commandments monument at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/errors-corrected-on-ten-commandments-monument-at-oklahoma-

state-capitol/article/3729739#ixzz2CgDbdDwO

 

Outgoing Oklahoma House speaker takes post with nonprofit

http://newsok.com/outgoing-oklahoma-house-speaker-takes-post-with-

nonprofit/article/3729407#ixzz2CgDjYeMT

 

Audit finds cost discrepancies at Oklahoma state agency

http://newsok.com/audit-finds-cost-discrepancies-at-oklahoma-state-

agency/article/3729618#ixzz2CgNdwdgw

 

Oklahoma agency — Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells —

faces criticism

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-commission-on-marginally-producing-oil-and-

gas-wells-faces-criticism/article/3729336#ixzz2Cg98gr2F

 

Inhofe still supports funding for Arkansas River projects

http://newsok.com/inhofe-still-supports-funding-for-arkansas-river-

projects/article/3730003#ixzz2CgMRF5Ow

 

DC Notes: Republican Rep.-elect Markwayne Mullin says he'll oppose higher tax

revenue

http://newsok.com/dc-notes-republican-rep.-elect-markwayne-mullin-says-hell-

oppose-higher-tax-revenue/article/3729933#ixzz2CgOyIEcL

 

Church order questioned

http://newsok.com/church-order-questioned/article/3729616#axzz2Cg893m65

 

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2CgCSYSFv

 

Hertz gains enough Dollar Thrifty stock to complete merger

http://newsok.com/hertz-gains-enough-dollar-thrifty-stock-to-complete-

merger/article/3729506#ixzz2CgLhq3Ok
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New Oklahoma sales tax enforcement measure draws concerns from business

owners

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-sales-tax-enforcement-measure-draws-concerns-

from-business-owners/article/3729982#ixzz2Cg8u2afH

 

Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City experts say

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-

city-experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2Cg8DPBVR

 

IRS disaster fund advice followed in OKC, ignored elsewhere

http://newsok.com/irs-disaster-fund-advice-followed-in-okc-ignored-

elsewhere/article/3729581#ixzz2Cg8NyBfO

 

Oklahoma has strict regulations for its compounding pharmacies

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-has-strict-regulations-for-its-compounding-

pharmacies/article/3729744#ixzz2CgEPnqYt

 

Oklahoma City, police union agree to new collective bargaining agreement

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-union-agree-to-new-collective-bargaining-

agreement/article/3729985#ixzz2Cg9Vnohe

 

Oklahoma Air National Guard hosts training program for Aeromedical Evacuation

units from across the nation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-air-national-guard-hosts-training-program-for-

aeromedical-evacuation-units-from-across-the-

nation/article/3729773#ixzz2CgO50oFk

 

Tribal officials break ground for medical clinic in Norman

http://newsok.com/tribal-officials-break-ground-for-medical-clinic-in-

norman/article/3729252#ixzz2CgBlegCQ

 

American Muslim allowed boarding passes on third attempt to fly to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/american-muslim-allowed-boarding-passes-on-third-attempt-to-

fly-to-oklahoma/article/3729998#ixzz2Cg8VDmWP

 

Liquor store numbers continue to rise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/liquor-store-numbers-continue-to-rise-in-

oklahoma/article/3729986#ixzz2Cg8lyaO0

 

By the numbers: Liquor store, winery numbers in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-liquor-store-winery-numbers-in-

oklahoma/article/3729987#ixzz2CgDSEo1u

 

Oklahoma City to host best practices conference Dec. 6

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-host-best-practices-conference-dec.-

6/article/3729639#ixzz2CgHdrpmF
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Law firm manager's leadership shaped by his West Point, high school educations

http://newsok.com/law-firm-managers-leadership-shaped-by-his-west-point-high-

school-educations/article/3729358#ixzz2CgHkKXg2

 

OKC Central: Build it, they'll come, say supporters

http://newsok.com/okc-central-build-it-theyll-come-say-

supporters/article/3729948#ixzz2CgHTuehm

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials deny criticism of 10-day online courses

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-deny-criticism-of-10-

day-online-courses/article/3729491#ixzz2CgI9RFkR

 

University of Phoenix to close West Oklahoma City, Owasso locations

http://newsok.com/university-of-phoenix-to-close-west-oklahoma-city-owasso-

locations/article/3729978#ixzz2CgAL7GAF

 

For-profit colleges cost more, leave students with greater debt than public institutions

http://newsok.com/for-profit-colleges-cost-more-leave-students-with-greater-debt-

than-public-institutions/article/3729977#ixzz2CgFJ3Fvd

 

Oklahoma City area has added one college campus per year since 1995

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-has-added-one-college-campus-per-year-

since-1995/article/3729976#ixzz2CgFPuPdO

 

Oklahoma City educators study at Quartz Mountain

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-educators-study-at-quartz-

mountain/article/3729399#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Five-school consortium seeks to bring higher education downtown

http://newsok.com/five-school-consortium-seeks-to-bring-higher-education-

downtown/article/3729975#ixzz2CgAbKYED

 

Lowest achieving schools in state can’t access federal funds to provide services,

officials say

http://newsok.com/lowest-achieving-schools-in-state-cant-access-federal-funds-to-

provide-services-officials-say/article/3730009#ixzz2CgMqX7Rn

 

A year after deadly crash, Oklahoma State University seeks to update travel policy

http://newsok.com/a-year-after-deadly-crash-oklahoma-state-university-seeks-to-

update-travel-policy/article/3729305#ixzz2CgG985iH

 

Great-grandfather fulfills sky diving wish at age 91

http://newsok.com/great-grandfather-fulfills-sky-diving-wish-at-age-

91/article/3729809#ixzz2CgNQtPMB

 

Man just wants to clean up neighborhood

http://newsok.com/man-just-wants-to-clean-up-

neighborhood/article/3729615#axzz2Cg893m65
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Review of federal fuel tax is needed

http://newsok.com/review-of-federal-fuel-tax-is-

needed/article/3729302#axzz2Cg893m65

 

‘Fish!’ author tells Oklahoma ethics group to play, be present and make customers’

days

http://newsok.com/fish-author-tells-oklahoma-ethics-group-to-play-be-present-and-

make-customers-days/article/3729682#ixzz2CgPyZMum

 

Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach

http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-

approach/article/3729993#ixzz2CgN1c7xE

 

Proposed tax increases no cure for weak economy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-

economy/article/3729377#ixzz2CgPB54dm

 

Current lawmakers can learn a little from outgoing House speaker

http://newsok.com/current-lawmakers-can-learn-a-little-from-outgoing-house-

speaker/article/3729375#ixzz2CgPIcYrV

 

Former Oklahoma Senate leader: Five suggestions for state lawmakers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-five-suggestions-for-state-

lawmakers/article/3729376#ixzz2CgPR1TnU
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Oklahoma Senate Republicans say education, workers comp reform will be top

issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A19_OKLAHO107953

 

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin postpones decision on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121117_16_A15_GovMar696702

 

Struggling Oklahoma schools are caught in funding limbo

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121119_19_A1_Afterb711047

 

Liquor stores continue to open in state despite Modern Laws efforts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_OKLAHO890329
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New Oklahoma law on collecting late sales taxes draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_Anewla456310

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn says he won't run in 2016, but spidey-sense

isn't so sure
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Audit raises flag at state agency focused on marginal oil, gas wells
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Errors on Ten Commandments monument to be fixed by Monday, lawmaker says
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More water, sewer fixes advised
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Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family
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Air National Guard hosts training exercise in Oklahoma City
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Fiscal cliff more like a rocky slope
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Democrats stiffen spine against trimming benefits
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City Hall report
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Roll Call
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Obama turns to foreign policy with Asia trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_0_WASHIN468946

 

Petraeus: CIA blamed terrorists for Libya attack
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Inhofe: Hope is not lost for low-water dam improvements
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Former Oklahoma lawmaker to be promoted to general

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121119_12_0_OLHMIY658259

 

Tulsa police to increase Black Friday patrols
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New bridge in Bixby may depend on Turnpike Authority
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Water restrictions likely for Lawton if no rain
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Oklahoma teen kills stepfather in hunting accident
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Judge stands by decision to require teen to attend church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121118_14_A19_CUTLIN40518

 

Skiatook hopes council-city manager government will change its 'small town' image
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Thanksgiving meal shortfall: Christian Ministers Alliance asks for food donations to

help needy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Law group honors Tulsa World reporter
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Route 66 Marathon on its way to world-class status
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Alcohol seen as major crime factor
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TPD no longer holding public meetings on crime statistics
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Black pastor breaks mold as new leader of all-white Lutheran church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20121118_18_A1_CUTLIN434405

 

OKC bombing-fund policies limit payments to survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_11_A1_Polici247440

 

Small Business Saturday a chance to help the local retailers
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Affirmative action
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Oklahoma needs to get serious about addressing diabetes
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BP paying for its negligence
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Elections force nation's governors to face reality on Obamacare
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A lean, green job machine
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Lawsuits possible over 10 Commandments monument

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-

monument-capitol/

 

Fallin delays decision on Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Steele takes position with OKC-based nonprofit TEEM

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-

teem-capitol/

 

UCO payouts: Records show school settles 2 lawsuits for $157,500

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-

lawsuits-for-157500-law/

 

Merritt faces more charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/merritt-faces-more-charges-law/

 

McClendon’s big bet: Chesapeake CEO not hedging natural gas in 2013

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-

hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake hiring on the line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/analysts-chesapeake-hiring-on-the-line-energy/

 

Air Assurance open house conditions students for HVAC careers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-

for-hvac-careers-general-news/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Shockley named Southwest Bancorp CFO 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-
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finance/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

These Walls: Tulsa Educare 3

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/these-walls-tulsa-educare-3-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 19, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/business-briefs-nov-19-2012-general-news/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Tahlequah Farmers’ Market goes online for winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-

winter-general-news/

 

Oil prices rise as traders eye Mideast conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-

energy/

 

Defense lawyers say BP rig workers are scapegoats

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-

scapegoats-energy/

 

Rigs exploring for oil and gas in U.S. up

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/rigs-exploring-for-oil-and-gas-in-u-s-up-energy/

 

EPA turns down states’ request for ethanol waiver

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-

waiver-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

39824

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-mom-enters-okla-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-mom-enters-okla-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/these-walls-tulsa-educare-3-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/business-briefs-nov-19-2012-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-winter-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-winter-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-scapegoats-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-scapegoats-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/rigs-exploring-for-oil-and-gas-in-u-s-up-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-waiver-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-waiver-energy/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html


 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:00:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education tops Senate agenda, leader says

http://newsok.com/education-tops-senate-agenda-leader-

says/article/3729619#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Errors corrected on Ten Commandments monument at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/errors-corrected-on-ten-commandments-monument-at-oklahoma-

state-capitol/article/3729739#ixzz2CgDbdDwO

 

Outgoing Oklahoma House speaker takes post with nonprofit

http://newsok.com/outgoing-oklahoma-house-speaker-takes-post-with-

nonprofit/article/3729407#ixzz2CgDjYeMT

 

Audit finds cost discrepancies at Oklahoma state agency

http://newsok.com/audit-finds-cost-discrepancies-at-oklahoma-state-

agency/article/3729618#ixzz2CgNdwdgw

 

Oklahoma agency — Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells —

faces criticism

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-commission-on-marginally-producing-oil-and-

gas-wells-faces-criticism/article/3729336#ixzz2Cg98gr2F

 

Inhofe still supports funding for Arkansas River projects

http://newsok.com/inhofe-still-supports-funding-for-arkansas-river-

projects/article/3730003#ixzz2CgMRF5Ow

 

DC Notes: Republican Rep.-elect Markwayne Mullin says he'll oppose higher tax

revenue

http://newsok.com/dc-notes-republican-rep.-elect-markwayne-mullin-says-hell-

oppose-higher-tax-revenue/article/3729933#ixzz2CgOyIEcL

 

Church order questioned

http://newsok.com/church-order-questioned/article/3729616#axzz2Cg893m65

 

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2CgCSYSFv

 

Hertz gains enough Dollar Thrifty stock to complete merger

http://newsok.com/hertz-gains-enough-dollar-thrifty-stock-to-complete-

merger/article/3729506#ixzz2CgLhq3Ok
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New Oklahoma sales tax enforcement measure draws concerns from business

owners

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-sales-tax-enforcement-measure-draws-concerns-

from-business-owners/article/3729982#ixzz2Cg8u2afH

 

Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City experts say

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-

city-experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2Cg8DPBVR

 

IRS disaster fund advice followed in OKC, ignored elsewhere

http://newsok.com/irs-disaster-fund-advice-followed-in-okc-ignored-

elsewhere/article/3729581#ixzz2Cg8NyBfO

 

Oklahoma has strict regulations for its compounding pharmacies

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-has-strict-regulations-for-its-compounding-

pharmacies/article/3729744#ixzz2CgEPnqYt

 

Oklahoma City, police union agree to new collective bargaining agreement

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-union-agree-to-new-collective-bargaining-

agreement/article/3729985#ixzz2Cg9Vnohe

 

Oklahoma Air National Guard hosts training program for Aeromedical Evacuation

units from across the nation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-air-national-guard-hosts-training-program-for-

aeromedical-evacuation-units-from-across-the-

nation/article/3729773#ixzz2CgO50oFk

 

Tribal officials break ground for medical clinic in Norman

http://newsok.com/tribal-officials-break-ground-for-medical-clinic-in-

norman/article/3729252#ixzz2CgBlegCQ

 

American Muslim allowed boarding passes on third attempt to fly to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/american-muslim-allowed-boarding-passes-on-third-attempt-to-

fly-to-oklahoma/article/3729998#ixzz2Cg8VDmWP

 

Liquor store numbers continue to rise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/liquor-store-numbers-continue-to-rise-in-

oklahoma/article/3729986#ixzz2Cg8lyaO0

 

By the numbers: Liquor store, winery numbers in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-liquor-store-winery-numbers-in-

oklahoma/article/3729987#ixzz2CgDSEo1u

 

Oklahoma City to host best practices conference Dec. 6

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-host-best-practices-conference-dec.-

6/article/3729639#ixzz2CgHdrpmF
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Law firm manager's leadership shaped by his West Point, high school educations

http://newsok.com/law-firm-managers-leadership-shaped-by-his-west-point-high-

school-educations/article/3729358#ixzz2CgHkKXg2

 

OKC Central: Build it, they'll come, say supporters

http://newsok.com/okc-central-build-it-theyll-come-say-

supporters/article/3729948#ixzz2CgHTuehm

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials deny criticism of 10-day online courses

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-deny-criticism-of-10-

day-online-courses/article/3729491#ixzz2CgI9RFkR

 

University of Phoenix to close West Oklahoma City, Owasso locations

http://newsok.com/university-of-phoenix-to-close-west-oklahoma-city-owasso-

locations/article/3729978#ixzz2CgAL7GAF

 

For-profit colleges cost more, leave students with greater debt than public institutions

http://newsok.com/for-profit-colleges-cost-more-leave-students-with-greater-debt-

than-public-institutions/article/3729977#ixzz2CgFJ3Fvd

 

Oklahoma City area has added one college campus per year since 1995

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-has-added-one-college-campus-per-year-

since-1995/article/3729976#ixzz2CgFPuPdO

 

Oklahoma City educators study at Quartz Mountain

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-educators-study-at-quartz-

mountain/article/3729399#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Five-school consortium seeks to bring higher education downtown

http://newsok.com/five-school-consortium-seeks-to-bring-higher-education-

downtown/article/3729975#ixzz2CgAbKYED

 

Lowest achieving schools in state can’t access federal funds to provide services,

officials say

http://newsok.com/lowest-achieving-schools-in-state-cant-access-federal-funds-to-

provide-services-officials-say/article/3730009#ixzz2CgMqX7Rn

 

A year after deadly crash, Oklahoma State University seeks to update travel policy

http://newsok.com/a-year-after-deadly-crash-oklahoma-state-university-seeks-to-

update-travel-policy/article/3729305#ixzz2CgG985iH

 

Great-grandfather fulfills sky diving wish at age 91

http://newsok.com/great-grandfather-fulfills-sky-diving-wish-at-age-

91/article/3729809#ixzz2CgNQtPMB

 

Man just wants to clean up neighborhood

http://newsok.com/man-just-wants-to-clean-up-

neighborhood/article/3729615#axzz2Cg893m65
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Review of federal fuel tax is needed

http://newsok.com/review-of-federal-fuel-tax-is-

needed/article/3729302#axzz2Cg893m65

 

‘Fish!’ author tells Oklahoma ethics group to play, be present and make customers’

days

http://newsok.com/fish-author-tells-oklahoma-ethics-group-to-play-be-present-and-

make-customers-days/article/3729682#ixzz2CgPyZMum

 

Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach

http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-

approach/article/3729993#ixzz2CgN1c7xE

 

Proposed tax increases no cure for weak economy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-

economy/article/3729377#ixzz2CgPB54dm

 

Current lawmakers can learn a little from outgoing House speaker

http://newsok.com/current-lawmakers-can-learn-a-little-from-outgoing-house-

speaker/article/3729375#ixzz2CgPIcYrV

 

Former Oklahoma Senate leader: Five suggestions for state lawmakers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-five-suggestions-for-state-

lawmakers/article/3729376#ixzz2CgPR1TnU
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Oklahoma Senate Republicans say education, workers comp reform will be top

issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A19_OKLAHO107953

 

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin postpones decision on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121117_16_A15_GovMar696702

 

Struggling Oklahoma schools are caught in funding limbo

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121119_19_A1_Afterb711047

 

Liquor stores continue to open in state despite Modern Laws efforts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_OKLAHO890329
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New Oklahoma law on collecting late sales taxes draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_Anewla456310

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn says he won't run in 2016, but spidey-sense

isn't so sure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Audit raises flag at state agency focused on marginal oil, gas wells
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Errors on Ten Commandments monument to be fixed by Monday, lawmaker says
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More water, sewer fixes advised
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Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family
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Air National Guard hosts training exercise in Oklahoma City
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Fiscal cliff more like a rocky slope
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Democrats stiffen spine against trimming benefits
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City Hall report
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Roll Call
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Obama turns to foreign policy with Asia trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Petraeus: CIA blamed terrorists for Libya attack
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Inhofe: Hope is not lost for low-water dam improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121119_336_A1_USSenJ716460

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker to be promoted to general
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Tulsa police to increase Black Friday patrols
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New bridge in Bixby may depend on Turnpike Authority
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Water restrictions likely for Lawton if no rain
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Oklahoma teen kills stepfather in hunting accident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_WYANDO20824

 

Judge stands by decision to require teen to attend church
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Skiatook hopes council-city manager government will change its 'small town' image
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Thanksgiving meal shortfall: Christian Ministers Alliance asks for food donations to

help needy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Law group honors Tulsa World reporter
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Route 66 Marathon on its way to world-class status
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Alcohol seen as major crime factor
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TPD no longer holding public meetings on crime statistics
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Black pastor breaks mold as new leader of all-white Lutheran church
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OKC bombing-fund policies limit payments to survivors
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Small Business Saturday a chance to help the local retailers
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Affirmative action
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Oklahoma needs to get serious about addressing diabetes
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BP paying for its negligence
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Elections force nation's governors to face reality on Obamacare
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A lean, green job machine
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Lawsuits possible over 10 Commandments monument

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-

monument-capitol/

 

Fallin delays decision on Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Steele takes position with OKC-based nonprofit TEEM

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-

teem-capitol/

 

UCO payouts: Records show school settles 2 lawsuits for $157,500

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-

lawsuits-for-157500-law/

 

Merritt faces more charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/merritt-faces-more-charges-law/

 

McClendon’s big bet: Chesapeake CEO not hedging natural gas in 2013

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-

hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake hiring on the line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/analysts-chesapeake-hiring-on-the-line-energy/

 

Air Assurance open house conditions students for HVAC careers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-

for-hvac-careers-general-news/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Shockley named Southwest Bancorp CFO 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-
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finance/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

These Walls: Tulsa Educare 3

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/these-walls-tulsa-educare-3-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 19, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/business-briefs-nov-19-2012-general-news/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Tahlequah Farmers’ Market goes online for winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-

winter-general-news/

 

Oil prices rise as traders eye Mideast conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-

energy/

 

Defense lawyers say BP rig workers are scapegoats

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-

scapegoats-energy/

 

Rigs exploring for oil and gas in U.S. up

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/rigs-exploring-for-oil-and-gas-in-u-s-up-energy/

 

EPA turns down states’ request for ethanol waiver

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-

waiver-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 19-21, 2011
Date: Monday, November 21, 2011 9:38:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Flat state budget expected next year for Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/flat-state-budget-expected-next-year-for-

oklahoma/article/3625209#ixzz1eLt7d8cd

 

Special election legislative candidates must run in new districts 

http://newsok.com/special-election-legislative-candidates-must-run-in-new-

districts/article/3624655#ixzz1eLvTqA3J

Former Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Macy dies 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-county-district-attorney-bob-macy-

dies/article/3624881#ixzz1eLvtsZbt

 

Severe weather is in the Oklahoma forecast for Monday night 

http://newsok.com/severe-weather-is-in-the-oklahoma-forecast-for-monday-

night/article/3625315#ixzz1eLsYmMAQ

Oklahoma's Langston University band directors urge online vote to fund ‘all-star'

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-langston-university-band-directors-urge-online-vote-

to-fund-all-star-project/article/3625214#ixzz1eLsjdUBf

 

Tornado recovery continues in McClain County 

http://newsok.com/tornado-recovery-continues-in-mcclain-county/article/3625206?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma State to examine travel rules after plane crash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-to-examine-travel-rules-after-plane-

crash/article/3625191#ixzz1eLtTWF6e

Edmond officials warn about discarding oil, grease in drain 

http://newsok.com/edmond-officials-warn-about-discarding-oil-grease-in-

drain/article/3625190#ixzz1eLteBnI7

Cleveland County investigators appeal for information in 2008 homicide

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-investigators-appeal-for-information-in-2008-

homicide/article/3625208#ixzz1eLtoJ3PO

Cleveland County sheriff warns against Internet scams

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-sheriff-warns-against-internet-

scams/article/3624457?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
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Tinker dominates market as private companies scramble to fill aircraft tech jobs

http://newsok.com/tinker-dominates-market-as-private-companies-scramble-to-fill-

aircraft-tech-jobs/article/3624844#ixzz1eLu9dtyy

Programs help homeless, children with mental health problems in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/programs-help-homeless-children-with-mental-health-problems-

in-oklahoma/article/3624675#ixzz1eLuViakJ

 

Central Oklahoma snow routes set for winter 2011-2012

http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-snow-routes-set-for-winter-2011-

2012/article/3624643#ixzz1eLwIAsQ9

Gingrich calls for private retirement accounts

http://newsok.com/gingrich-calls-for-private-retirement-accounts/article/feed/319560?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Inmates harass victims via Facebook 

http://newsok.com/inmates-harass-victims-via-facebook/article/feed/319544?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

One-time funds in Oklahoma budget

http://newsok.com/one-time-funds-in-oklahoma-budget/article/3625210

Oklahoma Watch: Plentiful exemptions complicate Oklahoma sales taxes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-plentiful-exemptions-complicate-oklahoma-

sales-taxes/article/3625177#ixzz1eLyHrTSe

Washington news briefs 

http://newsok.com/washington-news-briefs/article/3624943

Occupy OKC protesters avoid eviction

http://newsok.com/occupy-okc-protesters-avoid-eviction/article/3624641

Ponca City couple killed in crash remembered as avid pilots, community supporters 

http://newsok.com/ponca-city-couple-killed-in-crash-remembered-as-avid-pilots-

community-supporters/article/3624695#ixzz1eLz5DSM8

Special legislative election dates set 

http://newsok.com/special-legislative-election-dates-set/article/3624656

Family Finance: Three ways to get cash before holidays 

http://newsok.com/family-finance-three-ways-to-get-cash-before-

holidays/article/3624831#ixzz1eM0GFQ00

October home sales rose 1.4 percent but still weak

http://newsok.com/october-home-sales-rose-1.4-percent-but-still-

weak/article/feed/319622#ixzz1eM0oGo4k
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US stocks open lower as debt talks near collapse 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-open-lower-as-debt-talks-near-

collapse/article/feed/319619#ixzz1eM0xoXve

Panel set to fail to cut deficit $1.2 trillion 

http://newsok.com/panel-set-to-fail-to-cut-deficit-1.2-

trillion/article/feed/319549#ixzz1eM1AwYKk

Economists see modest growth next year 

http://newsok.com/economists-see-modest-growth-next-year/article/feed/319523

Insurance exchanges just one part of Obamacare mess  

http://newsok.com/insurance-exchanges-just-one-part-of-obamacare-

mess/article/3624429#ixzz1eM1lzQI4

U.S. can't come up with cohesive, comprehensive energy policy 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-cant-come-up-with-cohesive-comprehensive-energy-

policy/article/3624421#ixzz1eM1yexfw

In Oklahoma tax cut debate, something's gotta give 

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-tax-cut-debate-somethings-gotta-

give/article/3624420#ixzz1eM28Tabm

 
 

 

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets special election to fill seats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_OKLAHO300293

 

Despite improvement, state's budget picture still has ways to go

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_OLHMIY846312

 

Man blames lawmakers in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A1_CUTLIN561178

 

Loss of one-time funds to curtail state budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A8_OKLAHO983084

 

Oklahoma sales tax exemptions cost state $4 billion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A21_CUTLIN992694

 

Drug abuse, mental illness cost state billions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A27_CUTLIN472068

 

State wants out of No Student Left Behind requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_OKLAHO966433

 

Political notebook: Oklahoma GOP starting presidential straw poll

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_hOklah480937

 

Hearing halted after lawyer faints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A19_CUTLIN828443

 

Claremore veterans win governor's domino tournament

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_ULNSer495207

 

Debt panel poised to admit failure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_13_A10_CUTLIN795760

 

Tulsans split on trash pickup changes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_11_A1_Tulsan620086

 

Possibly costly problem found with Tulsa City Charter amendment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_11_A21_Aglitc248954

 

Police arrest protesters occupying DC building

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A14_WASHIN536991

 

Republicans seek Iowa social conservatives' nod

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_CUTLIN751745

 

Romney plays it safe on high-stakes debates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_PTROOG595898

 

Deficit deal failure would pose crummy choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A17_WASHIN916935

 

Science panel: Get ready for extreme weather

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A18_CUTLIN204296

 

Student-led vigil for OSU plane crash victims is set for Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_11_A1_CUTLIN829051

 

Area schools serve Oklahoma grown foods

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_19_A11_CUTLIN832933

 

Small earthquake recorded in central Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_11_0_LTEhGo602888

 

Campus endures return of tragedy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_11_A1_ULNSrn945651

 

Thunderstorms, heavy rain likely in next few days

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_12_0_Muchof327780

 

Bob Macy, former Oklahoma City DA, dies at 81

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_11_A23_CUTLIN805959

 

Oklahoma has all-time high of 25 federal fire declarations for 2011

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_12_A24_Drough143307

 

Elementary students escape burning bus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_298_0_AboutP252805

 

$5.8 million in grants to go toward area social services

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_11_A1_TheGeo520855

 

Broken Arrow immigrant's case calls federal laws into question

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A1_CUTLIN377545

 

Circle of women pool money for charitable donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A21_CUTLIN498827

 

Plea deals hit disclosure snag with immigrants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A8_Therou485948

 

Secrets

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111121_61_A9_CUTLIN312906

 

Authority to study more parking possibilities along river

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111121_61_A9_Playin581842

 

Editorial: Another tragic blow to OSU

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111119_61_A24_Itsnot421879

 

Traffic enforcement to be beefed up over holiday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111119_61_A24_CUTLIN861954

 

Texas ratchets up its efforts to obtain Oklahoma water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20111120_211_G1_CUTLIN64442

 

'Generation Jobless' faces dimmer future than parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20111120_214_G1_Ihrdya717172
 

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Developers defend tax incentive

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/developers-defend-tax-incentive-capitol/

 

Under the radar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/under-the-radar-general-news/

 

OKC eyes speeding ticket hike

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/okc-eyes-speeding-ticket-hike-general-news/

 

Check-6 melds military, energy exploration

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/check-6-melds-military-energy-exploration-

energy/
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Griffin: Some firsts in Spirit Awards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/griffin-some-firsts-in-spirit-awards-general-news/

 

New state law banning synthetic cannabinoids challenged

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/new-state-law-banning-synthetic-cannabinoids-

challenged-law/

 

Nation sweet on tourism: New home for chocolate factory among Chickasaw projects

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/nation-sweet-on-tourism-new-home-for-

chocolate-factory-among-chickasaw-projects-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Atkinson Heritage Center

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/these-walls-atkinson-heritage-center-real-estate/

 

Forecast fair for Thanksgiving travelers

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/forecast-fair-for-thanksgiving-travelers-general-

news/

 

Roth: UCO honored for propelling green power

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/roth-uco-honored-for-propelling-green-power-

opinion/

 

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

OSU to examine travel rules after deaths

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Board tosses online course regulations

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1022082277/Board-tosses-online-course-

regulations
 
 
 
Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 
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KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 19-21, 2011
Date: Monday, November 21, 2011 9:38:05 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Flat state budget expected next year for Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/flat-state-budget-expected-next-year-for-

oklahoma/article/3625209#ixzz1eLt7d8cd

 

Special election legislative candidates must run in new districts 

http://newsok.com/special-election-legislative-candidates-must-run-in-new-

districts/article/3624655#ixzz1eLvTqA3J

Former Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Macy dies 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-county-district-attorney-bob-macy-

dies/article/3624881#ixzz1eLvtsZbt

 

Severe weather is in the Oklahoma forecast for Monday night 

http://newsok.com/severe-weather-is-in-the-oklahoma-forecast-for-monday-

night/article/3625315#ixzz1eLsYmMAQ

Oklahoma's Langston University band directors urge online vote to fund ‘all-star'

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-langston-university-band-directors-urge-online-vote-

to-fund-all-star-project/article/3625214#ixzz1eLsjdUBf

 

Tornado recovery continues in McClain County 

http://newsok.com/tornado-recovery-continues-in-mcclain-county/article/3625206?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma State to examine travel rules after plane crash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-to-examine-travel-rules-after-plane-

crash/article/3625191#ixzz1eLtTWF6e

Edmond officials warn about discarding oil, grease in drain 

http://newsok.com/edmond-officials-warn-about-discarding-oil-grease-in-

drain/article/3625190#ixzz1eLteBnI7

Cleveland County investigators appeal for information in 2008 homicide

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-investigators-appeal-for-information-in-2008-

homicide/article/3625208#ixzz1eLtoJ3PO

Cleveland County sheriff warns against Internet scams

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-sheriff-warns-against-internet-

scams/article/3624457?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
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Tinker dominates market as private companies scramble to fill aircraft tech jobs

http://newsok.com/tinker-dominates-market-as-private-companies-scramble-to-fill-

aircraft-tech-jobs/article/3624844#ixzz1eLu9dtyy

Programs help homeless, children with mental health problems in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/programs-help-homeless-children-with-mental-health-problems-

in-oklahoma/article/3624675#ixzz1eLuViakJ

 

Central Oklahoma snow routes set for winter 2011-2012

http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-snow-routes-set-for-winter-2011-

2012/article/3624643#ixzz1eLwIAsQ9

Gingrich calls for private retirement accounts

http://newsok.com/gingrich-calls-for-private-retirement-accounts/article/feed/319560?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Inmates harass victims via Facebook 

http://newsok.com/inmates-harass-victims-via-facebook/article/feed/319544?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

One-time funds in Oklahoma budget

http://newsok.com/one-time-funds-in-oklahoma-budget/article/3625210

Oklahoma Watch: Plentiful exemptions complicate Oklahoma sales taxes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-plentiful-exemptions-complicate-oklahoma-

sales-taxes/article/3625177#ixzz1eLyHrTSe

Washington news briefs 

http://newsok.com/washington-news-briefs/article/3624943

Occupy OKC protesters avoid eviction

http://newsok.com/occupy-okc-protesters-avoid-eviction/article/3624641

Ponca City couple killed in crash remembered as avid pilots, community supporters 

http://newsok.com/ponca-city-couple-killed-in-crash-remembered-as-avid-pilots-

community-supporters/article/3624695#ixzz1eLz5DSM8

Special legislative election dates set 

http://newsok.com/special-legislative-election-dates-set/article/3624656

Family Finance: Three ways to get cash before holidays 

http://newsok.com/family-finance-three-ways-to-get-cash-before-

holidays/article/3624831#ixzz1eM0GFQ00

October home sales rose 1.4 percent but still weak

http://newsok.com/october-home-sales-rose-1.4-percent-but-still-

weak/article/feed/319622#ixzz1eM0oGo4k
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National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 20, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:32:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma will not develop health care exchange under

Affordable Care Act

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-oklahoma-will-not-develop-health-care-

exchange-under-affordable-care-act/article/3730120

 

Gov. Mary Fallin says no to Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-no-to-medicaid-expansion-in-

oklahoma/article/3730296

 

Judge rules Hobby Lobby must cover employees' contraception 

http://newsok.com/judge-rejects-hobby-lobby-bid-to-prevent-enforcement-of-

government-contraception-rules/article/3730168

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody 

http://newsok.com/worker-at-juvenile-shelter-charged-with-fondling-three-girls-in-

dhs-custody/article/3730179

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses 

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-question-allegations-

about-10-day-courses/article/3730206

 

Oklahoma City routes grant to Infant Crisis Services 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-routes-grant-to-infant-crisis-

services/article/3730177?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Jesus House is among Oklahoma City groups that feed needy on Thanksgiving

http://newsok.com/jesus-house-is-among-oklahoma-city-groups-that-feed-needy-on-

thanksgiving/article/3730218

 

Oklahoma road construction reported for Thanksgiving holiday travel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-road-construction-reported-for-thanksgiving-holiday-

travel/article/3730112?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Oklahoma-based SandRidge Energy adopts 'poison pill' plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-sandridge-energy-adopts-poison-pill-

plan/article/3730163

 

Grant to fuel compressed natural gas development in Oklahoma, Arkansas 

http://newsok.com/grant-to-fuel-compressed-natural-gas-development-in-oklahoma-

arkansas/article/3730190
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OKC Central: Revisionist history is part of the mix in visioning Oklahoma City's Deep

Deuce 

http://newsok.com/okc-central-revisionist-history-is-part-of-the-mix-in-visioning-

oklahoma-citys-deep-deuce/article/3730247

 

Chesapeake Energy spotlights community 'champions' in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-spotlights-community-champions-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3730198

 

InvesTrust names new investment officer 

http://newsok.com/investrust-names-new-investment-officer/article/3730192

 

Chesapeake to match donations to food bank 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-match-donations-to-food-bank/article/3730199

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 20, 2012

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-20-2012/article/3730370

 

Tulsa-based SpectrumFX takes fire-suppression technology to market 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-based-spectrumfx-takes-fire-suppression-technology-to-

market/article/3730231

 

Oklahoman business briefs: Nov. 20, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoman-business-briefs-nov.-20-2012/article/3730201?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Nation and world business briefs 

http://newsok.com/nation-and-world-business-briefs/article/3730347?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Stocks open lower; HP takes a hit 

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-lower-hp-takes-a-hit/article/feed/465225

 

US new home starts jump to fastest pace in 4 years

http://newsok.com/us-new-home-starts-jump-to-fastest-pace-in-4-

years/article/feed/465218

 

US futures reverse course as HP takes $8.8B hit 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-reverse-course-as-hp-takes-8.8b-

hit/article/feed/465201

 

Carl Icahn takes bigger slice of Chesapeake Energy 

http://newsok.com/carl-icahn-takes-bigger-slice-of-chesapeake-

energy/article/feed/465193

 

Oil falls below $89 amid ample supplies 

http://newsok.com/oil-falls-below-89-amid-ample-supplies/article/feed/465084
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Colorado law has Oklahoma boarder county poised to respond 

http://newsok.com/colorado-law-has-oklahoma-boarder-county-poised-to-

respond/article/3730155

 

The look of hotels, not the number is the dilemma in downtown OKC

http://newsok.com/the-look-of-hotels-not-the-number-is-the-dilemma-in-downtown-

okc/article/3730153

 

Oklahoma ethics panel fails to police campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin rejects health-care exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121120_16_A1_CUTLIN244929

 

Lawmaker wants Fair Meadows closure probed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_16_A9_CUTLIN585645

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_OKLAHO863509

 

Court hearing set in close Oklahoma House contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_0_NORMAN426500

 

Firefighters, city agree to tentative deal for raises

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_11_A1_Firefi55416

 

Hobby Lobby bid to block health-care law rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A7_ULNSba553660

 

Councilor went to enough meetings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_CUTLIN719393

 

More states have one-party legislative domination

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121120_13_A8_CUTLIN642695
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Goal exceeded: Food bank Food drive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288

 

Site selected for new canola plant in Enid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_ENIDOf865084

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121120_330_0_ALTUSW4841

 

Middle school employee makes threats in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_EDMOND841268

 

Planned Parenthood hearing set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A5_OKLAHO282134

 

Drought forcing Lawton to consider watering restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A14_LWOfna149107

 

EMSA among employers seeking out veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910

 

Judge rules against Victory Christian ministers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN143933

 

Tulsa Public Schools to sell bricks from burned Barnard Elementary School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121120_19_A9_CUTLIN299197

 

Oklahoma Muslim who was on 'no-fly' list is now home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A5_CUTLIN598466

 

Jenks council OKs apartment complex zoning change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_81_A5_JNSSrr125816

 

Witness in Best Buy double homicide released from Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121120_14_A12_ULNSbp699712
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Fallin says no to state health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121120_61_A13_CUTLIN815292

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Looming fiscal cliff could pose problems in Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/looming-fiscal-cliff-could-pose-problems-in-okla-

capitol/

 

Okla. rejects state-run health insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okla-rejects-state-run-health-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Judge denies Hobby Lobby request to stop emergency contraceptives mandate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/judge-denies-hobby-lobby-request-to-stop-

emergency-contraceptives-mandate-law/

 

OKC eyes license plate recognition technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okc-eyes-license-plate-recognition-technology-

law/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/business-briefs-nov-20-2012-general-news/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/finance-briefs-nov-20-2012-finance/

 

SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-

takeover-attempts-energy/

 

Developing an appetite for capitalism: ASTEC course teaches students business

skills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/developing-an-appetite-for-capitalism-astec-

course-teaches-students-business-skills/

 

Flaming Lips frontman stops airport traffic with inert hand grenade

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/flaming-lips-frontman-stops-airport-traffic-

general-news/

 

Report: Rich getting richer in Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/report-rich-getting-richer-in-oklahoma-finance/
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Analysts doubt many state firms will issue special dividends

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/analysts-doubt-many-state-firms-will-issue-

special-dividends-finance/

 

Stocks rise on hopes for budget deal

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/stocks-rise-on-hopes-for-budget-deal-finance/

 

Average U.S. credit card debt per borrower up in 3Q

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/average-u-s-credit-card-debt-per-borrower-up-

in-3q-finance/

 

U.S. home sales rise 2.1 percent in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-home-sales-rise-2-1-percent-in-october-

real-estate/

 

5 big U.S. banks have cut mortgage balances by $6.3B

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/5-big-u-s-banks-have-cut-mortgage-balances-

by-6-3b-finance/

 

U.S. homebuilder confidence at 6-year high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-homebuilder-confidence-at-6-year-high-real-

estate/

 

Oil up on Middle East fears, ‘fiscal cliff’ hopes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/oil-up-on-middle-east-fears-fiscal-cliff-hopes-

energy/

 

Twinkies maker Hostess lives at least another day

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/twinkies-maker-hostess-lives-at-least-another-

day-finance/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules against Hobby Lobby in case

 

Oklahoma rejects health mandate

 

Fiscal cliff poses problems
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 20, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:32:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma will not develop health care exchange under

Affordable Care Act

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-oklahoma-will-not-develop-health-care-

exchange-under-affordable-care-act/article/3730120

 

Gov. Mary Fallin says no to Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-no-to-medicaid-expansion-in-

oklahoma/article/3730296

 

Judge rules Hobby Lobby must cover employees' contraception 

http://newsok.com/judge-rejects-hobby-lobby-bid-to-prevent-enforcement-of-

government-contraception-rules/article/3730168

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody 

http://newsok.com/worker-at-juvenile-shelter-charged-with-fondling-three-girls-in-

dhs-custody/article/3730179

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses 

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-question-allegations-

about-10-day-courses/article/3730206

 

Oklahoma City routes grant to Infant Crisis Services 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-routes-grant-to-infant-crisis-

services/article/3730177?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Jesus House is among Oklahoma City groups that feed needy on Thanksgiving

http://newsok.com/jesus-house-is-among-oklahoma-city-groups-that-feed-needy-on-

thanksgiving/article/3730218

 

Oklahoma road construction reported for Thanksgiving holiday travel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-road-construction-reported-for-thanksgiving-holiday-

travel/article/3730112?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Oklahoma-based SandRidge Energy adopts 'poison pill' plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-sandridge-energy-adopts-poison-pill-

plan/article/3730163

 

Grant to fuel compressed natural gas development in Oklahoma, Arkansas 

http://newsok.com/grant-to-fuel-compressed-natural-gas-development-in-oklahoma-

arkansas/article/3730190
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OKC Central: Revisionist history is part of the mix in visioning Oklahoma City's Deep

Deuce 

http://newsok.com/okc-central-revisionist-history-is-part-of-the-mix-in-visioning-

oklahoma-citys-deep-deuce/article/3730247

 

Chesapeake Energy spotlights community 'champions' in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-spotlights-community-champions-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3730198

 

InvesTrust names new investment officer 

http://newsok.com/investrust-names-new-investment-officer/article/3730192

 

Chesapeake to match donations to food bank 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-match-donations-to-food-bank/article/3730199

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 20, 2012

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-20-2012/article/3730370

 

Tulsa-based SpectrumFX takes fire-suppression technology to market 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-based-spectrumfx-takes-fire-suppression-technology-to-

market/article/3730231

 

Oklahoman business briefs: Nov. 20, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoman-business-briefs-nov.-20-2012/article/3730201?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Nation and world business briefs 

http://newsok.com/nation-and-world-business-briefs/article/3730347?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Stocks open lower; HP takes a hit 

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-lower-hp-takes-a-hit/article/feed/465225

 

US new home starts jump to fastest pace in 4 years

http://newsok.com/us-new-home-starts-jump-to-fastest-pace-in-4-

years/article/feed/465218

 

US futures reverse course as HP takes $8.8B hit 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-reverse-course-as-hp-takes-8.8b-

hit/article/feed/465201

 

Carl Icahn takes bigger slice of Chesapeake Energy 

http://newsok.com/carl-icahn-takes-bigger-slice-of-chesapeake-

energy/article/feed/465193

 

Oil falls below $89 amid ample supplies 

http://newsok.com/oil-falls-below-89-amid-ample-supplies/article/feed/465084
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Colorado law has Oklahoma boarder county poised to respond 

http://newsok.com/colorado-law-has-oklahoma-boarder-county-poised-to-

respond/article/3730155

 

The look of hotels, not the number is the dilemma in downtown OKC

http://newsok.com/the-look-of-hotels-not-the-number-is-the-dilemma-in-downtown-

okc/article/3730153

 

Oklahoma ethics panel fails to police campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin rejects health-care exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121120_16_A1_CUTLIN244929

 

Lawmaker wants Fair Meadows closure probed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_16_A9_CUTLIN585645

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_OKLAHO863509

 

Court hearing set in close Oklahoma House contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_0_NORMAN426500

 

Firefighters, city agree to tentative deal for raises

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_11_A1_Firefi55416

 

Hobby Lobby bid to block health-care law rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A7_ULNSba553660

 

Councilor went to enough meetings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_CUTLIN719393

 

More states have one-party legislative domination

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121120_13_A8_CUTLIN642695
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Goal exceeded: Food bank Food drive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288

 

Site selected for new canola plant in Enid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_ENIDOf865084

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121120_330_0_ALTUSW4841

 

Middle school employee makes threats in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_EDMOND841268

 

Planned Parenthood hearing set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A5_OKLAHO282134

 

Drought forcing Lawton to consider watering restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A14_LWOfna149107

 

EMSA among employers seeking out veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910

 

Judge rules against Victory Christian ministers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN143933

 

Tulsa Public Schools to sell bricks from burned Barnard Elementary School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121120_19_A9_CUTLIN299197

 

Oklahoma Muslim who was on 'no-fly' list is now home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A5_CUTLIN598466

 

Jenks council OKs apartment complex zoning change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_81_A5_JNSSrr125816

 

Witness in Best Buy double homicide released from Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121120_14_A12_ULNSbp699712
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Fallin says no to state health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121120_61_A13_CUTLIN815292

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Looming fiscal cliff could pose problems in Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/looming-fiscal-cliff-could-pose-problems-in-okla-

capitol/

 

Okla. rejects state-run health insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okla-rejects-state-run-health-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Judge denies Hobby Lobby request to stop emergency contraceptives mandate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/judge-denies-hobby-lobby-request-to-stop-

emergency-contraceptives-mandate-law/

 

OKC eyes license plate recognition technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okc-eyes-license-plate-recognition-technology-

law/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/business-briefs-nov-20-2012-general-news/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/finance-briefs-nov-20-2012-finance/

 

SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-

takeover-attempts-energy/

 

Developing an appetite for capitalism: ASTEC course teaches students business

skills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/developing-an-appetite-for-capitalism-astec-

course-teaches-students-business-skills/

 

Flaming Lips frontman stops airport traffic with inert hand grenade

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/flaming-lips-frontman-stops-airport-traffic-

general-news/

 

Report: Rich getting richer in Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/report-rich-getting-richer-in-oklahoma-finance/
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Analysts doubt many state firms will issue special dividends

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/analysts-doubt-many-state-firms-will-issue-

special-dividends-finance/

 

Stocks rise on hopes for budget deal

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/stocks-rise-on-hopes-for-budget-deal-finance/

 

Average U.S. credit card debt per borrower up in 3Q

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/average-u-s-credit-card-debt-per-borrower-up-

in-3q-finance/

 

U.S. home sales rise 2.1 percent in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-home-sales-rise-2-1-percent-in-october-

real-estate/

 

5 big U.S. banks have cut mortgage balances by $6.3B

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/5-big-u-s-banks-have-cut-mortgage-balances-

by-6-3b-finance/

 

U.S. homebuilder confidence at 6-year high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-homebuilder-confidence-at-6-year-high-real-

estate/

 

Oil up on Middle East fears, ‘fiscal cliff’ hopes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/oil-up-on-middle-east-fears-fiscal-cliff-hopes-

energy/

 

Twinkies maker Hostess lives at least another day

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/twinkies-maker-hostess-lives-at-least-another-

day-finance/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules against Hobby Lobby in case

 

Oklahoma rejects health mandate

 

Fiscal cliff poses problems
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 20, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:32:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma will not develop health care exchange under

Affordable Care Act

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-oklahoma-will-not-develop-health-care-

exchange-under-affordable-care-act/article/3730120

 

Gov. Mary Fallin says no to Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-no-to-medicaid-expansion-in-

oklahoma/article/3730296

 

Judge rules Hobby Lobby must cover employees' contraception 

http://newsok.com/judge-rejects-hobby-lobby-bid-to-prevent-enforcement-of-

government-contraception-rules/article/3730168

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody 

http://newsok.com/worker-at-juvenile-shelter-charged-with-fondling-three-girls-in-

dhs-custody/article/3730179

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses 

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-question-allegations-

about-10-day-courses/article/3730206

 

Oklahoma City routes grant to Infant Crisis Services 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-routes-grant-to-infant-crisis-

services/article/3730177?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Jesus House is among Oklahoma City groups that feed needy on Thanksgiving

http://newsok.com/jesus-house-is-among-oklahoma-city-groups-that-feed-needy-on-

thanksgiving/article/3730218

 

Oklahoma road construction reported for Thanksgiving holiday travel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-road-construction-reported-for-thanksgiving-holiday-

travel/article/3730112?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Oklahoma-based SandRidge Energy adopts 'poison pill' plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-sandridge-energy-adopts-poison-pill-

plan/article/3730163

 

Grant to fuel compressed natural gas development in Oklahoma, Arkansas 

http://newsok.com/grant-to-fuel-compressed-natural-gas-development-in-oklahoma-

arkansas/article/3730190
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OKC Central: Revisionist history is part of the mix in visioning Oklahoma City's Deep

Deuce 

http://newsok.com/okc-central-revisionist-history-is-part-of-the-mix-in-visioning-

oklahoma-citys-deep-deuce/article/3730247

 

Chesapeake Energy spotlights community 'champions' in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-spotlights-community-champions-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3730198

 

InvesTrust names new investment officer 

http://newsok.com/investrust-names-new-investment-officer/article/3730192

 

Chesapeake to match donations to food bank 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-match-donations-to-food-bank/article/3730199

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 20, 2012

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-20-2012/article/3730370

 

Tulsa-based SpectrumFX takes fire-suppression technology to market 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-based-spectrumfx-takes-fire-suppression-technology-to-

market/article/3730231

 

Oklahoman business briefs: Nov. 20, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoman-business-briefs-nov.-20-2012/article/3730201?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Nation and world business briefs 

http://newsok.com/nation-and-world-business-briefs/article/3730347?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Stocks open lower; HP takes a hit 

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-lower-hp-takes-a-hit/article/feed/465225

 

US new home starts jump to fastest pace in 4 years

http://newsok.com/us-new-home-starts-jump-to-fastest-pace-in-4-

years/article/feed/465218

 

US futures reverse course as HP takes $8.8B hit 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-reverse-course-as-hp-takes-8.8b-

hit/article/feed/465201

 

Carl Icahn takes bigger slice of Chesapeake Energy 

http://newsok.com/carl-icahn-takes-bigger-slice-of-chesapeake-

energy/article/feed/465193

 

Oil falls below $89 amid ample supplies 

http://newsok.com/oil-falls-below-89-amid-ample-supplies/article/feed/465084
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Colorado law has Oklahoma boarder county poised to respond 

http://newsok.com/colorado-law-has-oklahoma-boarder-county-poised-to-

respond/article/3730155

 

The look of hotels, not the number is the dilemma in downtown OKC

http://newsok.com/the-look-of-hotels-not-the-number-is-the-dilemma-in-downtown-

okc/article/3730153

 

Oklahoma ethics panel fails to police campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin rejects health-care exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121120_16_A1_CUTLIN244929

 

Lawmaker wants Fair Meadows closure probed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_16_A9_CUTLIN585645

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_OKLAHO863509

 

Court hearing set in close Oklahoma House contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_0_NORMAN426500

 

Firefighters, city agree to tentative deal for raises

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_11_A1_Firefi55416

 

Hobby Lobby bid to block health-care law rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A7_ULNSba553660

 

Councilor went to enough meetings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_CUTLIN719393

 

More states have one-party legislative domination

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121120_13_A8_CUTLIN642695
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Goal exceeded: Food bank Food drive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288

 

Site selected for new canola plant in Enid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_ENIDOf865084

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121120_330_0_ALTUSW4841

 

Middle school employee makes threats in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_EDMOND841268

 

Planned Parenthood hearing set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A5_OKLAHO282134

 

Drought forcing Lawton to consider watering restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A14_LWOfna149107

 

EMSA among employers seeking out veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910

 

Judge rules against Victory Christian ministers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN143933

 

Tulsa Public Schools to sell bricks from burned Barnard Elementary School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121120_19_A9_CUTLIN299197

 

Oklahoma Muslim who was on 'no-fly' list is now home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A5_CUTLIN598466

 

Jenks council OKs apartment complex zoning change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_81_A5_JNSSrr125816

 

Witness in Best Buy double homicide released from Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121120_14_A12_ULNSbp699712
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Fallin says no to state health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121120_61_A13_CUTLIN815292

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Looming fiscal cliff could pose problems in Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/looming-fiscal-cliff-could-pose-problems-in-okla-

capitol/

 

Okla. rejects state-run health insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okla-rejects-state-run-health-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Judge denies Hobby Lobby request to stop emergency contraceptives mandate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/judge-denies-hobby-lobby-request-to-stop-

emergency-contraceptives-mandate-law/

 

OKC eyes license plate recognition technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okc-eyes-license-plate-recognition-technology-

law/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/business-briefs-nov-20-2012-general-news/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/finance-briefs-nov-20-2012-finance/

 

SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-

takeover-attempts-energy/

 

Developing an appetite for capitalism: ASTEC course teaches students business

skills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/developing-an-appetite-for-capitalism-astec-

course-teaches-students-business-skills/

 

Flaming Lips frontman stops airport traffic with inert hand grenade

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/flaming-lips-frontman-stops-airport-traffic-

general-news/

 

Report: Rich getting richer in Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/report-rich-getting-richer-in-oklahoma-finance/
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Analysts doubt many state firms will issue special dividends

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/analysts-doubt-many-state-firms-will-issue-

special-dividends-finance/

 

Stocks rise on hopes for budget deal

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/stocks-rise-on-hopes-for-budget-deal-finance/

 

Average U.S. credit card debt per borrower up in 3Q

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/average-u-s-credit-card-debt-per-borrower-up-

in-3q-finance/

 

U.S. home sales rise 2.1 percent in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-home-sales-rise-2-1-percent-in-october-

real-estate/

 

5 big U.S. banks have cut mortgage balances by $6.3B

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/5-big-u-s-banks-have-cut-mortgage-balances-

by-6-3b-finance/

 

U.S. homebuilder confidence at 6-year high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-homebuilder-confidence-at-6-year-high-real-

estate/

 

Oil up on Middle East fears, ‘fiscal cliff’ hopes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/oil-up-on-middle-east-fears-fiscal-cliff-hopes-

energy/

 

Twinkies maker Hostess lives at least another day

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/twinkies-maker-hostess-lives-at-least-another-

day-finance/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules against Hobby Lobby in case

 

Oklahoma rejects health mandate

 

Fiscal cliff poses problems
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 27, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:37:58 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Supreme Court reversed for failing to follow law in contract dispute 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-reversed-for-failing-to-follow-law-in-

contract-dispute/article/3732229

 

Oklahoma strikes out again in quest for Race to the Top education funds 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-strikes-out-again-in-quest-for-race-to-the-top-

education-funds/article/3732245?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Payments to begin soon for Indian trust account holders 

http://newsok.com/payments-to-begin-soon-for-indian-trust-account-

holders/article/3732402

 

System problem leaves Konawa without running water

http://newsok.com/system-problem-leaves-konawa-without-running-

water/article/3732246

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://newsok.com/guthries-state-capital-publishing-museum-closed-

indefinitely/article/3732228

 

Oklahoma City is expected to pick Seattle-based firm for Civic Center Music Hall

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-is-expected-to-pick-seattle-based-firm-for-civic-

center-music-hall-project/article/3732271

 

University of Oklahoma receives NASA grant for radar technology 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-receives-nasa-grant-for-radar-

technology/article/3732225?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Low unemployment, energy sector boosts income in Oklahoma metro areas 

http://newsok.com/low-unemployment-energy-sector-boosts-income-in-oklahoma-

metro-areas/article/3732260

 

TransCanada starts Keystone XL work in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/transcanada-starts-keystone-xl-work-in-oklahoma/article/3732259

 

Happy Black Friday turns to Blue Cyber Monday for Oklahoma coffers

http://newsok.com/happy-black-friday-turns-to-blue-cyber-monday-for-oklahoma-

coffers/article/3732326
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Firm seeks effective treatment for Sickle Cell Disease 

http://newsok.com/firm-seeks-effective-treatment-for-sickle-cell-

disease/article/3732277

 

Debate, second-guessing part of MAPS DNA in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/debate-second-guessing-part-of-maps-dna-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3732244

 

Tulsa College of Law creates energy law program for Chinese students 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-college-of-law-creates-energy-law-program-for-chinese-

students/article/3732328

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 27, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-27-2012/article/3732439

 

Oil fell below $88 per barrel on Monday 

http://newsok.com/oil-fell-below-88-per-barrel-on-monday/article/3732276

 

Stocks edge lower in early trading on Wall Street 

http://newsok.com/stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trading-on-wall-

street/article/feed/467763

 

Home prices increase in most major US cities 

http://newsok.com/home-prices-increase-in-most-major-us-cities/article/feed/467756

 

US orders for core capital goods up 1.7 percent

http://newsok.com/us-orders-for-core-capital-goods-up-1.7-

percent/article/feed/467745

 

US futures mixed on European and US news 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-on-european-and-us-news/article/feed/467750

 

Oil prices up on brisk US retail sales, Greek deal 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-on-brisk-us-retail-sales-greek-

deal/article/feed/467662

 

Obama to appeal to public on fiscal cliff 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-appeal-to-public-on-fiscal-cliff/article/feed/467717

 

Okla. Corp. Comm. to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute 

http://newsok.com/okla.-corp.-comm.-to-sponsor-oil-and-gas-

institute/article/feed/467677

 

Group suing IRS, bullying the pulpit 

http://newsok.com/group-suing-irs-bullying-the-pulpit/article/3732417

 

Changes in personal habits key to reversing diabetes climb 

http://newsok.com/changes-in-personal-habits-key-to-reversing-diabetes-
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climb/article/3732415

 

States' reaction to Obamacare gives president does of his own medicine 

http://newsok.com/states-reaction-to-obamacare-gives-president-does-of-his-own-

medicine/article/3732416
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

 

Online sales tax collections confound

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

State's top court overruled by U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_14_A11_WSIGOh939922

 

Local officials hope Oklahomans remember to pay tax on Cyber Monday purchases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

Oklahoma again denied Race to the Top funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A11_OKLAHO587516

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OKLAHO106994

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_GUTHRI814711

 

Tulsa, OKC among six largest U.S. cities with weak smoking laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A12_CUTLIN565125

 

Report: Obama health law a good deal for states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_WASHIN189751

 

Despite talk of compromise, fiscal deal elusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_CUTLIN412502
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Tulsa city councilor's 'Digs for Dogs' turn trash carts into treasures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121127_11_A9_CUTLIN160827

 

Study: Pre-K skills affect future math success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_19_A1_CUTLIN7844

 

Residents in Seminole County town Konawa without water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_KONAWA472736

 

Plane headed to Tulsa crashes in Texas; no apparent survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_WLSeaA236943

 

Edmond elementary student is accused of assaulting teacher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_EDMOND572252

 

Tulsa law school announces Chinese partnership

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OLHMIY413554

 

Numerous cities hosting Christmas parades

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A2_CUTLIN418261

 

Oklahoma Panhandle town council critic says she won't back down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A14_OKLAHO548883

 

Clinton Middle School's new program offers parents an education

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121127_19_A9_CUTLIN120201

 

Single father faces mounting medical bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121127_17_A9_hrimgs149311

 

Former Tulsa police officer's testimony focus of perjury case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121127_11_A1_CUTLIN140020

 

Enforcing Open Records Act is largely left to average citizens

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A1_Thesta773446
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Gang roundup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_Tulsas558548

 

Tulsa police target red-light runners

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_TheTul574405

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Judge’s recusal complicates Okla. Youth Expo lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/judges-recusal-complicates-okla-youth-expo-

lawsuit-law/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Costello seeks to stop OPEA payroll deductions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/costello-seeks-to-stop-opea-payroll-deductions-

capitol/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/finance-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Seattle firm LMN Architects in the lead for Civic Center project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/seattle-firm-lmn-architects-in-the-lead-for-civic-

center-project-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/business-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Okla. motorcycle enthusiast starts niche business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/okla-motorcycle-enthusiast-starts-niche-

business-general-news/

 

Innovators: Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s Cup

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/innovators-donald-w-reynolds-governors-cup-

general-news/

 

Corporation Commission approves PSO energy-efficiency program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/corporation-commission-approves-pso-energy-

efficiency-program-energy/

 

Oil prices fall as Israel-Hamas truce holds
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/oil-prices-fall-as-israel-hamas-truce-holds-

energy/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Stocks end week higher

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-week-higher-finance/

 

Stocks end lower after strong week

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-lower-after-strong-week-finance/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Charity founders drop suit

 

GI’s treatment focus of hearing

 

Woman plans to keep eye on town council

 

$3.4B Indian lawsuit ends
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

 

39881

http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 27, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:37:57 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Supreme Court reversed for failing to follow law in contract dispute 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-reversed-for-failing-to-follow-law-in-

contract-dispute/article/3732229

 

Oklahoma strikes out again in quest for Race to the Top education funds 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-strikes-out-again-in-quest-for-race-to-the-top-

education-funds/article/3732245?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Payments to begin soon for Indian trust account holders 

http://newsok.com/payments-to-begin-soon-for-indian-trust-account-

holders/article/3732402

 

System problem leaves Konawa without running water

http://newsok.com/system-problem-leaves-konawa-without-running-

water/article/3732246

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://newsok.com/guthries-state-capital-publishing-museum-closed-

indefinitely/article/3732228

 

Oklahoma City is expected to pick Seattle-based firm for Civic Center Music Hall

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-is-expected-to-pick-seattle-based-firm-for-civic-

center-music-hall-project/article/3732271

 

University of Oklahoma receives NASA grant for radar technology 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-receives-nasa-grant-for-radar-

technology/article/3732225?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Low unemployment, energy sector boosts income in Oklahoma metro areas 

http://newsok.com/low-unemployment-energy-sector-boosts-income-in-oklahoma-

metro-areas/article/3732260

 

TransCanada starts Keystone XL work in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/transcanada-starts-keystone-xl-work-in-oklahoma/article/3732259

 

Happy Black Friday turns to Blue Cyber Monday for Oklahoma coffers

http://newsok.com/happy-black-friday-turns-to-blue-cyber-monday-for-oklahoma-

coffers/article/3732326
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Firm seeks effective treatment for Sickle Cell Disease 

http://newsok.com/firm-seeks-effective-treatment-for-sickle-cell-

disease/article/3732277

 

Debate, second-guessing part of MAPS DNA in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/debate-second-guessing-part-of-maps-dna-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3732244

 

Tulsa College of Law creates energy law program for Chinese students 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-college-of-law-creates-energy-law-program-for-chinese-

students/article/3732328

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 27, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-27-2012/article/3732439

 

Oil fell below $88 per barrel on Monday 

http://newsok.com/oil-fell-below-88-per-barrel-on-monday/article/3732276

 

Stocks edge lower in early trading on Wall Street 

http://newsok.com/stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trading-on-wall-

street/article/feed/467763

 

Home prices increase in most major US cities 

http://newsok.com/home-prices-increase-in-most-major-us-cities/article/feed/467756

 

US orders for core capital goods up 1.7 percent

http://newsok.com/us-orders-for-core-capital-goods-up-1.7-

percent/article/feed/467745

 

US futures mixed on European and US news 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-on-european-and-us-news/article/feed/467750

 

Oil prices up on brisk US retail sales, Greek deal 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-on-brisk-us-retail-sales-greek-

deal/article/feed/467662

 

Obama to appeal to public on fiscal cliff 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-appeal-to-public-on-fiscal-cliff/article/feed/467717

 

Okla. Corp. Comm. to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute 

http://newsok.com/okla.-corp.-comm.-to-sponsor-oil-and-gas-

institute/article/feed/467677

 

Group suing IRS, bullying the pulpit 

http://newsok.com/group-suing-irs-bullying-the-pulpit/article/3732417

 

Changes in personal habits key to reversing diabetes climb 

http://newsok.com/changes-in-personal-habits-key-to-reversing-diabetes-
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climb/article/3732415

 

States' reaction to Obamacare gives president does of his own medicine 

http://newsok.com/states-reaction-to-obamacare-gives-president-does-of-his-own-

medicine/article/3732416
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

 

Online sales tax collections confound

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

State's top court overruled by U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_14_A11_WSIGOh939922

 

Local officials hope Oklahomans remember to pay tax on Cyber Monday purchases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

Oklahoma again denied Race to the Top funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A11_OKLAHO587516

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OKLAHO106994

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_GUTHRI814711

 

Tulsa, OKC among six largest U.S. cities with weak smoking laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A12_CUTLIN565125

 

Report: Obama health law a good deal for states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_WASHIN189751

 

Despite talk of compromise, fiscal deal elusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_CUTLIN412502
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Tulsa city councilor's 'Digs for Dogs' turn trash carts into treasures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121127_11_A9_CUTLIN160827

 

Study: Pre-K skills affect future math success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_19_A1_CUTLIN7844

 

Residents in Seminole County town Konawa without water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_KONAWA472736

 

Plane headed to Tulsa crashes in Texas; no apparent survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_WLSeaA236943

 

Edmond elementary student is accused of assaulting teacher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_EDMOND572252

 

Tulsa law school announces Chinese partnership

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OLHMIY413554

 

Numerous cities hosting Christmas parades

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A2_CUTLIN418261

 

Oklahoma Panhandle town council critic says she won't back down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A14_OKLAHO548883

 

Clinton Middle School's new program offers parents an education

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121127_19_A9_CUTLIN120201

 

Single father faces mounting medical bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121127_17_A9_hrimgs149311

 

Former Tulsa police officer's testimony focus of perjury case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121127_11_A1_CUTLIN140020

 

Enforcing Open Records Act is largely left to average citizens

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A1_Thesta773446
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Gang roundup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_Tulsas558548

 

Tulsa police target red-light runners

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_TheTul574405

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Judge’s recusal complicates Okla. Youth Expo lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/judges-recusal-complicates-okla-youth-expo-

lawsuit-law/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Costello seeks to stop OPEA payroll deductions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/costello-seeks-to-stop-opea-payroll-deductions-

capitol/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/finance-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Seattle firm LMN Architects in the lead for Civic Center project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/seattle-firm-lmn-architects-in-the-lead-for-civic-

center-project-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/business-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Okla. motorcycle enthusiast starts niche business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/okla-motorcycle-enthusiast-starts-niche-

business-general-news/

 

Innovators: Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s Cup

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/innovators-donald-w-reynolds-governors-cup-

general-news/

 

Corporation Commission approves PSO energy-efficiency program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/corporation-commission-approves-pso-energy-

efficiency-program-energy/

 

Oil prices fall as Israel-Hamas truce holds
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/oil-prices-fall-as-israel-hamas-truce-holds-

energy/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Stocks end week higher

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-week-higher-finance/

 

Stocks end lower after strong week

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-lower-after-strong-week-finance/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Charity founders drop suit

 

GI’s treatment focus of hearing

 

Woman plans to keep eye on town council

 

$3.4B Indian lawsuit ends
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 27, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:37:58 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Supreme Court reversed for failing to follow law in contract dispute 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-reversed-for-failing-to-follow-law-in-

contract-dispute/article/3732229

 

Oklahoma strikes out again in quest for Race to the Top education funds 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-strikes-out-again-in-quest-for-race-to-the-top-

education-funds/article/3732245?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Payments to begin soon for Indian trust account holders 

http://newsok.com/payments-to-begin-soon-for-indian-trust-account-

holders/article/3732402

 

System problem leaves Konawa without running water

http://newsok.com/system-problem-leaves-konawa-without-running-

water/article/3732246

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://newsok.com/guthries-state-capital-publishing-museum-closed-

indefinitely/article/3732228

 

Oklahoma City is expected to pick Seattle-based firm for Civic Center Music Hall

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-is-expected-to-pick-seattle-based-firm-for-civic-

center-music-hall-project/article/3732271

 

University of Oklahoma receives NASA grant for radar technology 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-receives-nasa-grant-for-radar-

technology/article/3732225?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Low unemployment, energy sector boosts income in Oklahoma metro areas 

http://newsok.com/low-unemployment-energy-sector-boosts-income-in-oklahoma-

metro-areas/article/3732260

 

TransCanada starts Keystone XL work in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/transcanada-starts-keystone-xl-work-in-oklahoma/article/3732259

 

Happy Black Friday turns to Blue Cyber Monday for Oklahoma coffers

http://newsok.com/happy-black-friday-turns-to-blue-cyber-monday-for-oklahoma-

coffers/article/3732326
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Firm seeks effective treatment for Sickle Cell Disease 

http://newsok.com/firm-seeks-effective-treatment-for-sickle-cell-

disease/article/3732277

 

Debate, second-guessing part of MAPS DNA in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/debate-second-guessing-part-of-maps-dna-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3732244

 

Tulsa College of Law creates energy law program for Chinese students 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-college-of-law-creates-energy-law-program-for-chinese-

students/article/3732328

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 27, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-27-2012/article/3732439

 

Oil fell below $88 per barrel on Monday 

http://newsok.com/oil-fell-below-88-per-barrel-on-monday/article/3732276

 

Stocks edge lower in early trading on Wall Street 

http://newsok.com/stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trading-on-wall-

street/article/feed/467763

 

Home prices increase in most major US cities 

http://newsok.com/home-prices-increase-in-most-major-us-cities/article/feed/467756

 

US orders for core capital goods up 1.7 percent

http://newsok.com/us-orders-for-core-capital-goods-up-1.7-

percent/article/feed/467745

 

US futures mixed on European and US news 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-on-european-and-us-news/article/feed/467750

 

Oil prices up on brisk US retail sales, Greek deal 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-on-brisk-us-retail-sales-greek-

deal/article/feed/467662

 

Obama to appeal to public on fiscal cliff 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-appeal-to-public-on-fiscal-cliff/article/feed/467717

 

Okla. Corp. Comm. to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute 

http://newsok.com/okla.-corp.-comm.-to-sponsor-oil-and-gas-

institute/article/feed/467677

 

Group suing IRS, bullying the pulpit 

http://newsok.com/group-suing-irs-bullying-the-pulpit/article/3732417

 

Changes in personal habits key to reversing diabetes climb 

http://newsok.com/changes-in-personal-habits-key-to-reversing-diabetes-
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climb/article/3732415

 

States' reaction to Obamacare gives president does of his own medicine 

http://newsok.com/states-reaction-to-obamacare-gives-president-does-of-his-own-

medicine/article/3732416
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

 

Online sales tax collections confound

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

State's top court overruled by U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_14_A11_WSIGOh939922

 

Local officials hope Oklahomans remember to pay tax on Cyber Monday purchases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

Oklahoma again denied Race to the Top funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A11_OKLAHO587516

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OKLAHO106994

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_GUTHRI814711

 

Tulsa, OKC among six largest U.S. cities with weak smoking laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A12_CUTLIN565125

 

Report: Obama health law a good deal for states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_WASHIN189751

 

Despite talk of compromise, fiscal deal elusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_CUTLIN412502
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Tulsa city councilor's 'Digs for Dogs' turn trash carts into treasures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121127_11_A9_CUTLIN160827

 

Study: Pre-K skills affect future math success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_19_A1_CUTLIN7844

 

Residents in Seminole County town Konawa without water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_KONAWA472736

 

Plane headed to Tulsa crashes in Texas; no apparent survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_WLSeaA236943

 

Edmond elementary student is accused of assaulting teacher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_EDMOND572252

 

Tulsa law school announces Chinese partnership

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OLHMIY413554

 

Numerous cities hosting Christmas parades

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A2_CUTLIN418261

 

Oklahoma Panhandle town council critic says she won't back down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A14_OKLAHO548883

 

Clinton Middle School's new program offers parents an education

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121127_19_A9_CUTLIN120201

 

Single father faces mounting medical bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121127_17_A9_hrimgs149311

 

Former Tulsa police officer's testimony focus of perjury case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121127_11_A1_CUTLIN140020

 

Enforcing Open Records Act is largely left to average citizens

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A1_Thesta773446
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Gang roundup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_Tulsas558548

 

Tulsa police target red-light runners

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_TheTul574405

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Judge’s recusal complicates Okla. Youth Expo lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/judges-recusal-complicates-okla-youth-expo-

lawsuit-law/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Costello seeks to stop OPEA payroll deductions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/costello-seeks-to-stop-opea-payroll-deductions-

capitol/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/finance-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Seattle firm LMN Architects in the lead for Civic Center project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/seattle-firm-lmn-architects-in-the-lead-for-civic-

center-project-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/business-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Okla. motorcycle enthusiast starts niche business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/okla-motorcycle-enthusiast-starts-niche-

business-general-news/

 

Innovators: Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s Cup

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/innovators-donald-w-reynolds-governors-cup-

general-news/

 

Corporation Commission approves PSO energy-efficiency program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/corporation-commission-approves-pso-energy-

efficiency-program-energy/

 

Oil prices fall as Israel-Hamas truce holds
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/oil-prices-fall-as-israel-hamas-truce-holds-

energy/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Stocks end week higher

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-week-higher-finance/

 

Stocks end lower after strong week

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-lower-after-strong-week-finance/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Charity founders drop suit

 

GI’s treatment focus of hearing

 

Woman plans to keep eye on town council

 

$3.4B Indian lawsuit ends
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 13-15, 2012
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:43:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Six state questions on Nov. 6 ballot

http://newsok.com/six-state-questions-on-nov.-6-ballot/article/3718210

 

Oklahoma prison workers need pay increase, legislative panel told

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-

told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN

 

Oil companies are accused in Oklahoma, other states of profiting from pollution

http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-

from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs, Oct. 12

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs-oct.-12/article/3717959

 

Replacing Oklahoma Highway Patrol vehicles sooner could pay off for agency,

lawmaker says

http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-

off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC

 

Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running

http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-

running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's travel expenses add up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-

up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz

 

Interactive: Governor's Travels

http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737

 

Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released

http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-

released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-

home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up
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http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-

officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62

 

Senators seek to file brief in Hobby Lobby suit

http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-

suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn

 

Oklahoma company wins Ford Motor Co. certification for CNG conversions

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-

conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT

 

Oklahoma cities, counties, school districts fail review of information on their websites

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-

information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz

 

At a glance: Oklahoma government website grades

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-

grades/article/3718477

 

High schools may play role in college success, report suggests

http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-

suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74

 

Former OSU basketball player Darrell Williams released from jail after 1-year

sentence suspended

http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-

after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk

 

Construction continues on new Edmond aquatic center

http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-

center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Two in Edmond hospitalized after using synthetic drugs

http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-

drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp

 

Seven playgrounds closed after safety risk discovered

http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-

discovered/article/3717950

 

With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ...

http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-

away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V

 

Should Oklahoma deer hunters have a one-buck limit?

http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-

limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U
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Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-

lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u

 

BrightFarms based in New York is seeing site suggestions for an Oklahoma City

greenhouse

http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-

oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB

 

Chesapeake wants to sell more Oklahoma property

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-

property/article/3717970

 

Hispanic gang MS-13 gang causes concern for Oklahoma law enforcement

http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-

enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy

 

Oklahoma City police recruit critically injured Friday

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-

friday/article/3718333

 

Prosecutors won't file charges in Oklahoma City officer shooting

http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-

shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn

 

Trial set for Muldrow man charged with murder of parents

http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-

parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails

 

Male sexual assault victims face different issues than females, experts say

http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-

experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt

 

More small rural hospitals in Oklahoma are joining larger systems

http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-

systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz

 

Oklahoma organization helps deaf and blind people achieve their potential

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-

their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4

 

University of Oklahoma mixed-gender housing program is a success, officials say

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-

success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5

 

University of Central Oklahoma's Forensic Science Institute has grown to more than

500 students

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahomas-forensic-science-institute-has-

39898
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grown-to-more-than-500-students/article/3719083#ixzz29NCBXEQd

 

Oklahoma City University trustees near vote on law school's purchase of old Central

High School building

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-university-trustees-near-vote-on-law-schools-

purchase-of-old-central-high-school-building/article/3718391#ixzz29NLRONYi

 

Noble Foundation names leader of small grains program

http://newsok.com/noble-foundation-names-leader-of-small-grains-

program/article/3718864#ixzz29NMQDI68

 

Media ethics conference set for University of Central Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/media-ethics-conference-set-for-university-of-central-

oklahoma/article/3717979#ixzz29NDyLSVK

 

Tulsa tax plan hits the right notes

http://newsok.com/tulsa-tax-plan-hits-the-right-notes/article/3718307

 

Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just hyperbole

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-

hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29NPUimYA

 

Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension proposal

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-

pension-proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29NPby71k

 

Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma congressional

elections

 http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-

congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29NPj3O4s

 

State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans

http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-

oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29NPs8Oxd

 

Oklahoma officials fight back against invasive Eastern red cedar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-fight-back-against-invasive-eastern-red-

cedar/article/3717991#ixzz29NQ3qhLb
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Tulsa chamber says talks with American Airlines intense
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Gov. Mary Fallin's $273,000 in taxpayer-funded travel draws scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A1_CUTLIN389931

 

Veteran centers under scrutiny after two deaths

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121014_17_A1_CUTLIN776144

 

State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840

 

2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in national

address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Barresi becoming political hot potato

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_Republ506431

 

A-to F report card plan draws stiff contrasts with other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_19_A1_CUTLIN887751

 

Despite objections to 'Obamacare,' Oklahomans received $25.5 million in federal

health care funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121014_16_A21_ULNSoM211933

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_hGovMa118849

 

Ex-inmates on Mullin payroll stoking fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20121013_16_A17_CUTLIN634331

 

City readies industrial site clean up plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121015_11_A1_CUTLIN358144

 

Obama, Romney put campaigning on hold to prepare for debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_CUTLIN985766

 

GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_WASHIN746804

 

Social Security benefit boost to be slight in 2013

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A15_CUTLIN284621

 

Vision2 funding could help repair Tulsa's city pools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A17_CUTLIN270382

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121014_11_A15_hQuota777358

 

Political Notebook: Voter education forum Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_bVoter548936

 

Jazz Hall still behind on bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121013_16_A17_CUTLIN851841

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121015_12_0_OKLAHO367142

 

Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_0_OLHMIY308659

 

OKC police cadet dies after training accident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_12_A4_AkaoaC493369

 

Pryor schools helping kids get fit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_12_A17_CUTLIN459178

 

Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_USMari895463

 

TPS, churches work together in effort to get more parents involved

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121015_19_A1_CUTLIN854491
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Body found of boy, 14, swept away in creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_ULNSct299478

 

Advocates help victims, families deal with court process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_CUTLIN136366

 

Oklahoma groups to mark White Cane Safety Day
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_0_OKLAHO505347

 

Tulsa police see rise in child abuse

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_Thenum292037

 

Video-gaming marathon to raise funds for children's hospitals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_17_A2_CUTLIN471410

 

Program educates teen dads on being active parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_11_A1_CUTLIN2692

 

Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame's past-due utility bills have been paid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_11_0_TheOkl594199

 

Oil companies are accused of double-dipping taxpayers, profiting from pollution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_14_A14_ULNSbf383998

 

Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121015_61_A9_CUTLIN329360

 

Editorial: For Olson

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570

 

AG opinion addresses early release issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_CUTLIN926686

 

Finally, an informative debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_Thedeb867142
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Internet another tool/weapon in evolution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121014_213_G6_Intheo899034

 

Culture wars (cont.)

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121014_211_G1_CUTLIN534510

 

Recreational marijuana up for vote in 3 states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121014_214_G1_CUTLIN216406

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State lawmakers support HB 1970

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/

 

Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth efforts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-

part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/

 

Great Plains sued over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-

this-winter-energy/

 

Diversity expert to speak at summit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-

news/   

 

CNG parts supplier receives CSA International

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-

energy/

 

Couch responds to contract charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-

news/

 

Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-
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certification-for-products/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

Wal-Mart to accelerate small store growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/wal-mart-to-accelerate-small-store-growth-

general-news/

 

These Walls: International Crystal Manufacturing building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/these-walls-international-crystal-manufacturing-

building-real-estate/

 

Parnell eyeing ways to further advance gas line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/parnell-eyeing-ways-to-further-advance-gas-

line-energy/

 

Oil rises slightly on unrest in the Middle East

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/oil-rises-slightly-on-unrest-in-the-middle-east-

energy/

 

Report: Pa. has 200,000 abandoned oil, gas wells

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/report-pa-has-200000-abandoned-oil-gas-wells-

energy/

 

Plan to streamline solar development in West OK’d

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/plan-to-streamline-solar-development-in-west-

okd-energy/

 

Tribes want bigger cut of tax revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/tribes-want-bigger-cut-of-tax-revenue-energy/

 

More retailers object to credit card settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/more-retailers-object-to-credit-card-settlement-

finance/

 

U.S. Small Business Administration-backed loans: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sba-loans-10-15-12-finance/

 

Stock market has its worst week since June

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/stock-market-has-its-worst-week-since-june-

finance/

 

JPMorgan turns in record profit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/jpmorgan-turns-in-record-profit-finance/

 

Roth: Earth’s past frozen in time

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/roth-earths-past-frozen-in-time-opinion/
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News Briefs: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/

 

Week in Review: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules man accused in mother’s death insane

 

Parole ballot issue draws opposition

 

Court sets execution dates
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185925/Judge-rules-man-accused-in-mother-s-death-insane
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185369/Parole-ballot-issue-draws-opposition
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x674145318/Court-sets-execution-dates
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 13-15, 2012
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:43:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Six state questions on Nov. 6 ballot

http://newsok.com/six-state-questions-on-nov.-6-ballot/article/3718210

 

Oklahoma prison workers need pay increase, legislative panel told

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-

told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN

 

Oil companies are accused in Oklahoma, other states of profiting from pollution

http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-

from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs, Oct. 12

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs-oct.-12/article/3717959

 

Replacing Oklahoma Highway Patrol vehicles sooner could pay off for agency,

lawmaker says

http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-

off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC

 

Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running

http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-

running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's travel expenses add up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-

up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz

 

Interactive: Governor's Travels

http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737

 

Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released

http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-

released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-

home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up
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http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-

officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62

 

Senators seek to file brief in Hobby Lobby suit

http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-

suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn

 

Oklahoma company wins Ford Motor Co. certification for CNG conversions

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-

conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT

 

Oklahoma cities, counties, school districts fail review of information on their websites

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-

information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz

 

At a glance: Oklahoma government website grades

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-

grades/article/3718477

 

High schools may play role in college success, report suggests

http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-

suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74

 

Former OSU basketball player Darrell Williams released from jail after 1-year

sentence suspended

http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-

after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk

 

Construction continues on new Edmond aquatic center

http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-

center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Two in Edmond hospitalized after using synthetic drugs

http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-

drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp

 

Seven playgrounds closed after safety risk discovered

http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-

discovered/article/3717950

 

With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ...

http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-

away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V

 

Should Oklahoma deer hunters have a one-buck limit?

http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-

limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U
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Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-

lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u

 

BrightFarms based in New York is seeing site suggestions for an Oklahoma City

greenhouse

http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-

oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB

 

Chesapeake wants to sell more Oklahoma property

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-

property/article/3717970

 

Hispanic gang MS-13 gang causes concern for Oklahoma law enforcement

http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-

enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy

 

Oklahoma City police recruit critically injured Friday

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-

friday/article/3718333

 

Prosecutors won't file charges in Oklahoma City officer shooting

http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-

shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn

 

Trial set for Muldrow man charged with murder of parents

http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-

parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails

 

Male sexual assault victims face different issues than females, experts say

http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-

experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt

 

More small rural hospitals in Oklahoma are joining larger systems

http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-

systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz

 

Oklahoma organization helps deaf and blind people achieve their potential

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-

their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4

 

University of Oklahoma mixed-gender housing program is a success, officials say

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-

success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5

 

University of Central Oklahoma's Forensic Science Institute has grown to more than

500 students

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahomas-forensic-science-institute-has-
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grown-to-more-than-500-students/article/3719083#ixzz29NCBXEQd

 

Oklahoma City University trustees near vote on law school's purchase of old Central

High School building

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-university-trustees-near-vote-on-law-schools-

purchase-of-old-central-high-school-building/article/3718391#ixzz29NLRONYi

 

Noble Foundation names leader of small grains program

http://newsok.com/noble-foundation-names-leader-of-small-grains-

program/article/3718864#ixzz29NMQDI68

 

Media ethics conference set for University of Central Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/media-ethics-conference-set-for-university-of-central-

oklahoma/article/3717979#ixzz29NDyLSVK

 

Tulsa tax plan hits the right notes

http://newsok.com/tulsa-tax-plan-hits-the-right-notes/article/3718307

 

Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just hyperbole

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-

hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29NPUimYA

 

Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension proposal

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-

pension-proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29NPby71k

 

Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma congressional

elections

 http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-

congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29NPj3O4s

 

State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans

http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-

oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29NPs8Oxd

 

Oklahoma officials fight back against invasive Eastern red cedar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-fight-back-against-invasive-eastern-red-

cedar/article/3717991#ixzz29NQ3qhLb
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Tulsa chamber says talks with American Airlines intense

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=717&articleid=20121013_16_A1_ULNSnA919528
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Gov. Mary Fallin's $273,000 in taxpayer-funded travel draws scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A1_CUTLIN389931

 

Veteran centers under scrutiny after two deaths

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121014_17_A1_CUTLIN776144

 

State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840

 

2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in national

address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Barresi becoming political hot potato

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_Republ506431

 

A-to F report card plan draws stiff contrasts with other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_19_A1_CUTLIN887751

 

Despite objections to 'Obamacare,' Oklahomans received $25.5 million in federal

health care funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121014_16_A21_ULNSoM211933

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_hGovMa118849

 

Ex-inmates on Mullin payroll stoking fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20121013_16_A17_CUTLIN634331

 

City readies industrial site clean up plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121015_11_A1_CUTLIN358144

 

Obama, Romney put campaigning on hold to prepare for debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_CUTLIN985766

 

GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_WASHIN746804

 

Social Security benefit boost to be slight in 2013

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A15_CUTLIN284621

 

Vision2 funding could help repair Tulsa's city pools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A17_CUTLIN270382

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121014_11_A15_hQuota777358

 

Political Notebook: Voter education forum Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_bVoter548936

 

Jazz Hall still behind on bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121013_16_A17_CUTLIN851841

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121015_12_0_OKLAHO367142

 

Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_0_OLHMIY308659

 

OKC police cadet dies after training accident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_12_A4_AkaoaC493369

 

Pryor schools helping kids get fit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_12_A17_CUTLIN459178

 

Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_USMari895463

 

TPS, churches work together in effort to get more parents involved

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121015_19_A1_CUTLIN854491
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Body found of boy, 14, swept away in creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_ULNSct299478

 

Advocates help victims, families deal with court process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_CUTLIN136366

 

Oklahoma groups to mark White Cane Safety Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_0_OKLAHO505347

 

Tulsa police see rise in child abuse

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_Thenum292037

 

Video-gaming marathon to raise funds for children's hospitals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_17_A2_CUTLIN471410

 

Program educates teen dads on being active parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_11_A1_CUTLIN2692

 

Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame's past-due utility bills have been paid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_11_0_TheOkl594199

 

Oil companies are accused of double-dipping taxpayers, profiting from pollution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_14_A14_ULNSbf383998

 

Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121015_61_A9_CUTLIN329360

 

Editorial: For Olson

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570

 

AG opinion addresses early release issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_CUTLIN926686

 

Finally, an informative debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_Thedeb867142
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Internet another tool/weapon in evolution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121014_213_G6_Intheo899034

 

Culture wars (cont.)

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121014_211_G1_CUTLIN534510

 

Recreational marijuana up for vote in 3 states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121014_214_G1_CUTLIN216406

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State lawmakers support HB 1970

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/

 

Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth efforts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-

part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/

 

Great Plains sued over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-

this-winter-energy/

 

Diversity expert to speak at summit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-

news/   

 

CNG parts supplier receives CSA International

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-

energy/

 

Couch responds to contract charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-

news/

 

Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-
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certification-for-products/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

Wal-Mart to accelerate small store growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/wal-mart-to-accelerate-small-store-growth-

general-news/

 

These Walls: International Crystal Manufacturing building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/these-walls-international-crystal-manufacturing-

building-real-estate/

 

Parnell eyeing ways to further advance gas line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/parnell-eyeing-ways-to-further-advance-gas-

line-energy/

 

Oil rises slightly on unrest in the Middle East

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/oil-rises-slightly-on-unrest-in-the-middle-east-

energy/

 

Report: Pa. has 200,000 abandoned oil, gas wells

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/report-pa-has-200000-abandoned-oil-gas-wells-

energy/

 

Plan to streamline solar development in West OK’d

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/plan-to-streamline-solar-development-in-west-

okd-energy/

 

Tribes want bigger cut of tax revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/tribes-want-bigger-cut-of-tax-revenue-energy/

 

More retailers object to credit card settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/more-retailers-object-to-credit-card-settlement-

finance/

 

U.S. Small Business Administration-backed loans: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sba-loans-10-15-12-finance/

 

Stock market has its worst week since June

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/stock-market-has-its-worst-week-since-june-

finance/

 

JPMorgan turns in record profit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/jpmorgan-turns-in-record-profit-finance/

 

Roth: Earth’s past frozen in time

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/roth-earths-past-frozen-in-time-opinion/
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News Briefs: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/

 

Week in Review: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules man accused in mother’s death insane

 

Parole ballot issue draws opposition

 

Court sets execution dates
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185925/Judge-rules-man-accused-in-mother-s-death-insane
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185369/Parole-ballot-issue-draws-opposition
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x674145318/Court-sets-execution-dates
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 13-15, 2012
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:43:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Six state questions on Nov. 6 ballot

http://newsok.com/six-state-questions-on-nov.-6-ballot/article/3718210

 

Oklahoma prison workers need pay increase, legislative panel told

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-

told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN

 

Oil companies are accused in Oklahoma, other states of profiting from pollution

http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-

from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs, Oct. 12

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs-oct.-12/article/3717959

 

Replacing Oklahoma Highway Patrol vehicles sooner could pay off for agency,

lawmaker says

http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-

off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC

 

Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running

http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-

running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's travel expenses add up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-

up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz

 

Interactive: Governor's Travels

http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737

 

Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released

http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-

released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-

home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up
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http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-

officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62

 

Senators seek to file brief in Hobby Lobby suit

http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-

suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn

 

Oklahoma company wins Ford Motor Co. certification for CNG conversions

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-

conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT

 

Oklahoma cities, counties, school districts fail review of information on their websites

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-

information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz

 

At a glance: Oklahoma government website grades

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-

grades/article/3718477

 

High schools may play role in college success, report suggests

http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-

suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74

 

Former OSU basketball player Darrell Williams released from jail after 1-year

sentence suspended

http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-

after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk

 

Construction continues on new Edmond aquatic center

http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-

center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Two in Edmond hospitalized after using synthetic drugs

http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-

drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp

 

Seven playgrounds closed after safety risk discovered

http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-

discovered/article/3717950

 

With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ...

http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-

away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V

 

Should Oklahoma deer hunters have a one-buck limit?

http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-

limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U
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Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-

lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u

 

BrightFarms based in New York is seeing site suggestions for an Oklahoma City

greenhouse

http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-

oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB

 

Chesapeake wants to sell more Oklahoma property

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-

property/article/3717970

 

Hispanic gang MS-13 gang causes concern for Oklahoma law enforcement

http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-

enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy

 

Oklahoma City police recruit critically injured Friday

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-

friday/article/3718333

 

Prosecutors won't file charges in Oklahoma City officer shooting

http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-

shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn

 

Trial set for Muldrow man charged with murder of parents

http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-

parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails

 

Male sexual assault victims face different issues than females, experts say

http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-

experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt

 

More small rural hospitals in Oklahoma are joining larger systems

http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-

systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz

 

Oklahoma organization helps deaf and blind people achieve their potential

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-

their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4

 

University of Oklahoma mixed-gender housing program is a success, officials say

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-

success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5

 

University of Central Oklahoma's Forensic Science Institute has grown to more than

500 students

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahomas-forensic-science-institute-has-

39920

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u
http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB
http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-property/article/3717970
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-property/article/3717970
http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy
http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-friday/article/3718333
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-friday/article/3718333
http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn
http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn
http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails
http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails
http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt
http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt
http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz
http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5
http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahomas-forensic-science-institute-has-grown-to-more-than-500-students/article/3719083#ixzz29NCBXEQd
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Oklahoma City University trustees near vote on law school's purchase of old Central

High School building

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-university-trustees-near-vote-on-law-schools-

purchase-of-old-central-high-school-building/article/3718391#ixzz29NLRONYi

 

Noble Foundation names leader of small grains program

http://newsok.com/noble-foundation-names-leader-of-small-grains-

program/article/3718864#ixzz29NMQDI68

 

Media ethics conference set for University of Central Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/media-ethics-conference-set-for-university-of-central-

oklahoma/article/3717979#ixzz29NDyLSVK

 

Tulsa tax plan hits the right notes

http://newsok.com/tulsa-tax-plan-hits-the-right-notes/article/3718307

 

Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just hyperbole

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-

hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29NPUimYA

 

Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension proposal

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-

pension-proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29NPby71k

 

Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma congressional

elections

 http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-

congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29NPj3O4s

 

State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans

http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-

oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29NPs8Oxd

 

Oklahoma officials fight back against invasive Eastern red cedar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-fight-back-against-invasive-eastern-red-

cedar/article/3717991#ixzz29NQ3qhLb
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Tulsa chamber says talks with American Airlines intense

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=717&articleid=20121013_16_A1_ULNSnA919528
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Gov. Mary Fallin's $273,000 in taxpayer-funded travel draws scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A1_CUTLIN389931

 

Veteran centers under scrutiny after two deaths

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121014_17_A1_CUTLIN776144

 

State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840

 

2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in national

address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Barresi becoming political hot potato

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_Republ506431

 

A-to F report card plan draws stiff contrasts with other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_19_A1_CUTLIN887751

 

Despite objections to 'Obamacare,' Oklahomans received $25.5 million in federal

health care funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121014_16_A21_ULNSoM211933

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_hGovMa118849

 

Ex-inmates on Mullin payroll stoking fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20121013_16_A17_CUTLIN634331

 

City readies industrial site clean up plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121015_11_A1_CUTLIN358144

 

Obama, Romney put campaigning on hold to prepare for debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_CUTLIN985766

 

GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
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Social Security benefit boost to be slight in 2013

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A15_CUTLIN284621

 

Vision2 funding could help repair Tulsa's city pools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A17_CUTLIN270382

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121014_11_A15_hQuota777358

 

Political Notebook: Voter education forum Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_bVoter548936

 

Jazz Hall still behind on bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121015_12_0_OKLAHO367142

 

Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders
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OKC police cadet dies after training accident
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Pryor schools helping kids get fit
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Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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TPS, churches work together in effort to get more parents involved

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Body found of boy, 14, swept away in creek
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_ULNSct299478

 

Advocates help victims, families deal with court process
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Oklahoma groups to mark White Cane Safety Day
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Tulsa police see rise in child abuse
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Video-gaming marathon to raise funds for children's hospitals
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Program educates teen dads on being active parents
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Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame's past-due utility bills have been paid
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Oil companies are accused of double-dipping taxpayers, profiting from pollution
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Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program
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Editorial: For Olson

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570

 

AG opinion addresses early release issue
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Finally, an informative debate
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Internet another tool/weapon in evolution
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Culture wars (cont.)
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Recreational marijuana up for vote in 3 states
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State lawmakers support HB 1970

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/

 

Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth efforts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-

part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/

 

Great Plains sued over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-

this-winter-energy/

 

Diversity expert to speak at summit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-

news/   

 

CNG parts supplier receives CSA International

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-

energy/

 

Couch responds to contract charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-

news/

 

Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-
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certification-for-products/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

Wal-Mart to accelerate small store growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/wal-mart-to-accelerate-small-store-growth-

general-news/

 

These Walls: International Crystal Manufacturing building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/these-walls-international-crystal-manufacturing-

building-real-estate/

 

Parnell eyeing ways to further advance gas line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/parnell-eyeing-ways-to-further-advance-gas-

line-energy/

 

Oil rises slightly on unrest in the Middle East

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/oil-rises-slightly-on-unrest-in-the-middle-east-

energy/

 

Report: Pa. has 200,000 abandoned oil, gas wells

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/report-pa-has-200000-abandoned-oil-gas-wells-

energy/

 

Plan to streamline solar development in West OK’d

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/plan-to-streamline-solar-development-in-west-

okd-energy/

 

Tribes want bigger cut of tax revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/tribes-want-bigger-cut-of-tax-revenue-energy/

 

More retailers object to credit card settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/more-retailers-object-to-credit-card-settlement-

finance/

 

U.S. Small Business Administration-backed loans: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sba-loans-10-15-12-finance/

 

Stock market has its worst week since June

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/stock-market-has-its-worst-week-since-june-

finance/

 

JPMorgan turns in record profit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/jpmorgan-turns-in-record-profit-finance/

 

Roth: Earth’s past frozen in time

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/roth-earths-past-frozen-in-time-opinion/
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News Briefs: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/

 

Week in Review: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules man accused in mother’s death insane

 

Parole ballot issue draws opposition

 

Court sets execution dates
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185925/Judge-rules-man-accused-in-mother-s-death-insane
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185369/Parole-ballot-issue-draws-opposition
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x674145318/Court-sets-execution-dates
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 27-29, 2012
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:00:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood' dispute

http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-

personhood-dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AhBRULud

 

Oklahoma police open to Open Carry, but adjustment will be required

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-police-open-to-open-carry-but-adjustment-will-be-

required/article/3723065#ixzz2Ah6MRaVq

 

Oklahoma Republican Markwayne Mullin surges past Democrat Rob Wallace in

congressional campaign cash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-republican-markwayne-mullin-surges-past-democrat-

rob-wallace-in-congressional-campaign-cash/article/3722687#ixzz2AhA5udQr

 

Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't welcome diversity

http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-

doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2Ah6YxXSg

 

Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-

expensive/article/3723045

 

Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain financial

impact on homeowners

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-

uncertain-financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Ah7S58QG

 

What is intangible property?

http://newsok.com/what-is-intangible-property/article/3723040

 

Oklahoma Watch: Influx of Hispanics brings cultural divide to Heavener

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-influx-of-hispanics-brings-cultural-divide-to-

heavener/article/3723077#ixzz2Ah7ZFgGn

 

A new Senate seat in south-central Oklahoma draws candidates focused on rural-

conservative values

http://newsok.com/a-new-senate-seat-in-south-central-oklahoma-draws-candidates-

focused-on-rural-conservative-values/article/3723059#ixzz2Ah97ZSPZ

 

Oklahoma House District 101 candidates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-101-candidates/article/3685337?
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custom_click=pod_headline_midwest-city-news

 

State Question 766

http://newsok.com/state-question-766/article/3723039

 

Oklahoma Department of Human Services to pay $9,500 to settle lawsuit over child

mix-up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-department-of-human-services-to-pay-9500-to-settle-

lawsuit-over-child-mix-up/article/3722696#ixzz2AhB9C1ap

 

Texas man convicted of defrauding Chesapeake subsidiary

http://newsok.com/texas-man-convicted-of-defrauding-chesapeake-

subsidiary/article/3722611

 

Oklahoma seeing gasoline prices below $3 again

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeing-gasoline-prices-below-3-again/article/3722646

 

East Coast grinds to a halt as superstorm nears

http://newsok.com/east-coast-grinds-to-a-halt-as-superstorm-

nears/article/feed/454495#ixzz2Ah6DpYbj

 

As devastated as James Harden might be, the former Thunder star is getting the

money he wanted

http://newsok.com/as-devastated-as-james-harden-might-be-the-former-thunder-

star-is-getting-the-money-he-wanted/article/3723393#ixzz2Ah7lKgoz

 

Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-shoot-18-year-old-man-fleeing-traffic-

stop/article/3723525#ixzz2Ah8FXPmO

 

Edmond gets an unexpected $87,799 check

http://newsok.com/edmond-gets-an-unexpected-87799-check/article/3722884?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Cleveland County to hire 16 new jailers

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-to-hire-16-new-jailers/article/3722670?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Ex-attorney pleads guilty to stealing $100,000 from client

http://newsok.com/ex-attorney-pleads-guilty-to-stealing-100000-from-

client/article/3722743#ixzz2AhCGil3Z

 

UCO students recognize domestic violence

http://newsok.com/uco-students-recognize-domestic-violence/article/3722878?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Dr. Mehmet Oz to visit Oklahoma City school

http://newsok.com/dr.-mehmet-oz-to-visit-oklahoma-city-
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school/article/3723293#ixzz2AhCV0ap4

 

Executive Q&A: Tulsa native returns to Oklahoma to head St. Anthony Hospital

http://newsok.com/executive-qa-tulsa-native-returns-to-oklahoma-to-head-st.-

anthony-hospital/article/3722879#ixzz2AhCeJS1d

 

Oklahoma schools receive robotics grants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-receive-robotics-grants/article/3722764

 

Regents pick Flintco to oversee construction of new dorm for Oklahoma State

University

http://newsok.com/regents-pick-flintco-to-oversee-construction-of-new-dorm-for-

oklahoma-state-university/article/3722828#ixzz2AhDC9FKx

 

Oklahoma City police warn shoppers to be aware during holidays

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-warn-shoppers-to-be-aware-during-

holidays/article/3723530#ixzz2Ah70F4PO

 

Bell ringers sought to raise money for Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign

http://newsok.com/bell-ringers-sought-to-raise-money-for-salvation-army-red-kettle-

campaign/article/3723407#ixzz2Ah77m37b

 

Oklahoma lawmaker's idea about state worker pay is worth a close look

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-idea-about-state-worker-pay-is-worth-a-

close-look/article/3722635#ixzz2AhEe5bR9

 

The Oklahoman endorsement: Mitt Romney is the best choice for America

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-endorsement-mitt-romney-is-the-best-choice-for-

america/article/3722627#ixzz2AhFBg0cj

 

ScissorTales: Tax cut still a top priority, OCPA president insists

http://newsok.com/scissortales-tax-cut-still-a-top-priority-ocpa-president-

insists/article/3722616#ixzz2AhFIBkoM
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Question 765 will decide fate of Human Services panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A13_CUTLIN681125

 

Open carry law goes into effect Nov. 1

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_11_A1_Therem296082

 

Supreme Court weighing whether to hear personhood case
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Candidate doesn't want to be elected
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U.S. District 3, 4, 5 incumbents likely victors
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High court weighs new look at voting rights law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_WASHIN240544

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107

 

Oklahoma Foundation for the Disabled provides opportunities, activities
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How To Vote In Oklahoma
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Don't Forget Your ID Card
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12 court justices seek voters' OK to keep jobs
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Area counties to vote on taxes, Sunday liquor sales
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Fallen soldier Anthony Peterson has portion of U.S. 169 highway named in his honor
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Questioning the Candidates: District 39
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Voter's Guide: 3 Tulsa-area legislative races are ones to watch
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Questioning the Candidates: District 72
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Questioning the Candidates: District 71
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Political Report Notebook: Inhofe gets “Dodo”
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City of Tulsa employment down 8 percent since 2008
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City identifies space for needed growth
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For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot
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Local health-care infrastructure progressing
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Counting for something
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/

 

Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-

forum-capitol/

 

AMC to take over Penn Square Mall cineplex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/amc-to-take-over-penn-square-mall-cineplex-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Air Power Systems continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/air-power-systems-continues-growth-general-

news/

 

Firm seeks balance in OKC central park design

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/firm-seeks-balance-in-okc-central-park-design-

real-estate/

 

OCU plots new use for law building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/ocu-plots-new-use-for-law-building-real-estate/

 

Smoking mad over business name: Barbecue pit masters battle in court

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/smoking-mad-over-business-name-barbecue-

pit-masters-battle-in-court-law/

 

Lawmakers study state employee pay

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/

 

H.W. Allen pays $4M for south Tulsa’s Shops at Harvard Parke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/h-w-allen-pays-4m-for-south-tulsas-shops-at-

harvard-parke-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Devon Energy Center

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/these-walls-devon-energy-center-real-estate/
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[WWWO] State Chamber begins development of 2013 legislative agenda

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/wwwo-state-chamber-begins-development-of-

2013-legislative-agenda/

 

Business Briefs: Oct. 29, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/business-briefs-oct-29-2012-general-news/

 

Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-

news/

 

Dallas firm plots expansion of Bixby’s Encore Memorial apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/dallas-firm-plots-expansion-of-bixby-apartment-

complex-real-estate/

 

Renovations close to completion at Bossier mall

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/renovations-close-to-completion-at-bossier-mall-

real-estate/

 

Oil rises slightly on economic data

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-rises-slightly-on-economic-data-energy/

 

N.M. oil refinery to pay $400K fine over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/n-m-oil-refinery-to-pay-400k-fine-over-

explosion-energy/

 

Utah board backs 1st U.S. oil sands project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/utah-board-backs-1st-u-s-oil-sands-project-

energy/

 

U.S. drops 13 to 1,826 rigs exploring for oil, gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/u-s-drops-13-to-1826-rigs-exploring-for-oil-gas-

energy/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Study: Flood of money leaving China

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/study-flood-of-money-leaving-china-finance/

 

Boeing touts outsourcing for suppliers to Mexico

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/boeing-touts-outsourcing-for-suppliers-to-

mexico-aerospace/

 

Roth: Water, anyone?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/roth-water-anyone-opinion/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Candidates downplay party in 2nd District race
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 27-29, 2012
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:00:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood' dispute

http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-

personhood-dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AhBRULud

 

Oklahoma police open to Open Carry, but adjustment will be required

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-police-open-to-open-carry-but-adjustment-will-be-

required/article/3723065#ixzz2Ah6MRaVq

 

Oklahoma Republican Markwayne Mullin surges past Democrat Rob Wallace in

congressional campaign cash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-republican-markwayne-mullin-surges-past-democrat-

rob-wallace-in-congressional-campaign-cash/article/3722687#ixzz2AhA5udQr

 

Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't welcome diversity

http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-

doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2Ah6YxXSg

 

Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-

expensive/article/3723045

 

Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain financial

impact on homeowners

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-

uncertain-financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Ah7S58QG

 

What is intangible property?

http://newsok.com/what-is-intangible-property/article/3723040

 

Oklahoma Watch: Influx of Hispanics brings cultural divide to Heavener

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-influx-of-hispanics-brings-cultural-divide-to-

heavener/article/3723077#ixzz2Ah7ZFgGn

 

A new Senate seat in south-central Oklahoma draws candidates focused on rural-

conservative values

http://newsok.com/a-new-senate-seat-in-south-central-oklahoma-draws-candidates-

focused-on-rural-conservative-values/article/3723059#ixzz2Ah97ZSPZ

 

Oklahoma House District 101 candidates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-101-candidates/article/3685337?
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State Question 766

http://newsok.com/state-question-766/article/3723039

 

Oklahoma Department of Human Services to pay $9,500 to settle lawsuit over child

mix-up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-department-of-human-services-to-pay-9500-to-settle-

lawsuit-over-child-mix-up/article/3722696#ixzz2AhB9C1ap

 

Texas man convicted of defrauding Chesapeake subsidiary

http://newsok.com/texas-man-convicted-of-defrauding-chesapeake-

subsidiary/article/3722611

 

Oklahoma seeing gasoline prices below $3 again

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeing-gasoline-prices-below-3-again/article/3722646

 

East Coast grinds to a halt as superstorm nears

http://newsok.com/east-coast-grinds-to-a-halt-as-superstorm-

nears/article/feed/454495#ixzz2Ah6DpYbj

 

As devastated as James Harden might be, the former Thunder star is getting the

money he wanted

http://newsok.com/as-devastated-as-james-harden-might-be-the-former-thunder-

star-is-getting-the-money-he-wanted/article/3723393#ixzz2Ah7lKgoz

 

Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-shoot-18-year-old-man-fleeing-traffic-

stop/article/3723525#ixzz2Ah8FXPmO

 

Edmond gets an unexpected $87,799 check

http://newsok.com/edmond-gets-an-unexpected-87799-check/article/3722884?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Cleveland County to hire 16 new jailers

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-to-hire-16-new-jailers/article/3722670?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Ex-attorney pleads guilty to stealing $100,000 from client

http://newsok.com/ex-attorney-pleads-guilty-to-stealing-100000-from-

client/article/3722743#ixzz2AhCGil3Z

 

UCO students recognize domestic violence

http://newsok.com/uco-students-recognize-domestic-violence/article/3722878?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Dr. Mehmet Oz to visit Oklahoma City school

http://newsok.com/dr.-mehmet-oz-to-visit-oklahoma-city-
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school/article/3723293#ixzz2AhCV0ap4

 

Executive Q&A: Tulsa native returns to Oklahoma to head St. Anthony Hospital

http://newsok.com/executive-qa-tulsa-native-returns-to-oklahoma-to-head-st.-

anthony-hospital/article/3722879#ixzz2AhCeJS1d

 

Oklahoma schools receive robotics grants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-receive-robotics-grants/article/3722764

 

Regents pick Flintco to oversee construction of new dorm for Oklahoma State

University

http://newsok.com/regents-pick-flintco-to-oversee-construction-of-new-dorm-for-

oklahoma-state-university/article/3722828#ixzz2AhDC9FKx

 

Oklahoma City police warn shoppers to be aware during holidays

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-warn-shoppers-to-be-aware-during-

holidays/article/3723530#ixzz2Ah70F4PO

 

Bell ringers sought to raise money for Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign

http://newsok.com/bell-ringers-sought-to-raise-money-for-salvation-army-red-kettle-

campaign/article/3723407#ixzz2Ah77m37b

 

Oklahoma lawmaker's idea about state worker pay is worth a close look

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-idea-about-state-worker-pay-is-worth-a-

close-look/article/3722635#ixzz2AhEe5bR9

 

The Oklahoman endorsement: Mitt Romney is the best choice for America
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Candidate doesn't want to be elected
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12 court justices seek voters' OK to keep jobs
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Political Report Notebook: Inhofe gets “Dodo”
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City of Tulsa employment down 8 percent since 2008
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Mortgage servicers provide relief to Oklahomans facing foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_11_A21_CUTLIN786896

 

City identifies space for needed growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_61_A9_ForTul855841

 

For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_11_A9_Twelve603963

 

Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Ltsbrn482128

 

Editorial: For Wallace

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Hispol428858

 

Grade cards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121027_61_A22_Moreth272720

 

Comprehensive city safety program evolving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121027_61_A22_Localt449548

 

Domestic oil production up and going higher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121028_213_G1_CUTLIN678245

 

Local health-care infrastructure progressing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121021_11_G1_Birthd245790

 

Counting for something
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121028_214_G1_CUTLIN419623
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/

 

Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-

forum-capitol/

 

AMC to take over Penn Square Mall cineplex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/amc-to-take-over-penn-square-mall-cineplex-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Air Power Systems continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/air-power-systems-continues-growth-general-

news/

 

Firm seeks balance in OKC central park design

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/firm-seeks-balance-in-okc-central-park-design-

real-estate/

 

OCU plots new use for law building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/ocu-plots-new-use-for-law-building-real-estate/

 

Smoking mad over business name: Barbecue pit masters battle in court

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/smoking-mad-over-business-name-barbecue-

pit-masters-battle-in-court-law/

 

Lawmakers study state employee pay

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/

 

H.W. Allen pays $4M for south Tulsa’s Shops at Harvard Parke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/h-w-allen-pays-4m-for-south-tulsas-shops-at-

harvard-parke-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Devon Energy Center

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/these-walls-devon-energy-center-real-estate/
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[WWWO] State Chamber begins development of 2013 legislative agenda

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/wwwo-state-chamber-begins-development-of-

2013-legislative-agenda/

 

Business Briefs: Oct. 29, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/business-briefs-oct-29-2012-general-news/

 

Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-

news/

 

Dallas firm plots expansion of Bixby’s Encore Memorial apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/dallas-firm-plots-expansion-of-bixby-apartment-

complex-real-estate/

 

Renovations close to completion at Bossier mall

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/renovations-close-to-completion-at-bossier-mall-

real-estate/

 

Oil rises slightly on economic data

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-rises-slightly-on-economic-data-energy/

 

N.M. oil refinery to pay $400K fine over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/n-m-oil-refinery-to-pay-400k-fine-over-

explosion-energy/

 

Utah board backs 1st U.S. oil sands project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/utah-board-backs-1st-u-s-oil-sands-project-

energy/

 

U.S. drops 13 to 1,826 rigs exploring for oil, gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/u-s-drops-13-to-1826-rigs-exploring-for-oil-gas-

energy/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Study: Flood of money leaving China

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/study-flood-of-money-leaving-china-finance/

 

Boeing touts outsourcing for suppliers to Mexico

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/boeing-touts-outsourcing-for-suppliers-to-

mexico-aerospace/

 

Roth: Water, anyone?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/roth-water-anyone-opinion/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Candidates downplay party in 2nd District race
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23

39951

http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x674153410/Candidates-downplay-party-in-2nd-District-race
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://capitolbeatok.com/
http://mccarvillereport.com/
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/


http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 27-29, 2012
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:00:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood' dispute

http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-

personhood-dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AhBRULud

 

Oklahoma police open to Open Carry, but adjustment will be required

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-police-open-to-open-carry-but-adjustment-will-be-

required/article/3723065#ixzz2Ah6MRaVq

 

Oklahoma Republican Markwayne Mullin surges past Democrat Rob Wallace in

congressional campaign cash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-republican-markwayne-mullin-surges-past-democrat-

rob-wallace-in-congressional-campaign-cash/article/3722687#ixzz2AhA5udQr

 

Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't welcome diversity

http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-

doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2Ah6YxXSg

 

Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-

expensive/article/3723045

 

Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain financial

impact on homeowners

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-

uncertain-financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Ah7S58QG

 

What is intangible property?

http://newsok.com/what-is-intangible-property/article/3723040

 

Oklahoma Watch: Influx of Hispanics brings cultural divide to Heavener

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-influx-of-hispanics-brings-cultural-divide-to-

heavener/article/3723077#ixzz2Ah7ZFgGn

 

A new Senate seat in south-central Oklahoma draws candidates focused on rural-

conservative values

http://newsok.com/a-new-senate-seat-in-south-central-oklahoma-draws-candidates-

focused-on-rural-conservative-values/article/3723059#ixzz2Ah97ZSPZ

 

Oklahoma House District 101 candidates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-101-candidates/article/3685337?
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custom_click=pod_headline_midwest-city-news

 

State Question 766

http://newsok.com/state-question-766/article/3723039

 

Oklahoma Department of Human Services to pay $9,500 to settle lawsuit over child

mix-up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-department-of-human-services-to-pay-9500-to-settle-

lawsuit-over-child-mix-up/article/3722696#ixzz2AhB9C1ap

 

Texas man convicted of defrauding Chesapeake subsidiary

http://newsok.com/texas-man-convicted-of-defrauding-chesapeake-

subsidiary/article/3722611

 

Oklahoma seeing gasoline prices below $3 again

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeing-gasoline-prices-below-3-again/article/3722646

 

East Coast grinds to a halt as superstorm nears

http://newsok.com/east-coast-grinds-to-a-halt-as-superstorm-

nears/article/feed/454495#ixzz2Ah6DpYbj

 

As devastated as James Harden might be, the former Thunder star is getting the

money he wanted

http://newsok.com/as-devastated-as-james-harden-might-be-the-former-thunder-

star-is-getting-the-money-he-wanted/article/3723393#ixzz2Ah7lKgoz

 

Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-shoot-18-year-old-man-fleeing-traffic-

stop/article/3723525#ixzz2Ah8FXPmO

 

Edmond gets an unexpected $87,799 check

http://newsok.com/edmond-gets-an-unexpected-87799-check/article/3722884?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Cleveland County to hire 16 new jailers

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-to-hire-16-new-jailers/article/3722670?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Ex-attorney pleads guilty to stealing $100,000 from client

http://newsok.com/ex-attorney-pleads-guilty-to-stealing-100000-from-

client/article/3722743#ixzz2AhCGil3Z

 

UCO students recognize domestic violence

http://newsok.com/uco-students-recognize-domestic-violence/article/3722878?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Dr. Mehmet Oz to visit Oklahoma City school

http://newsok.com/dr.-mehmet-oz-to-visit-oklahoma-city-
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ScissorTales: Tax cut still a top priority, OCPA president insists
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State Question 765 will decide fate of Human Services panel
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Supreme Court weighing whether to hear personhood case
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Candidate doesn't want to be elected
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12 court justices seek voters' OK to keep jobs
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Questioning the Candidates: District 72
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Political Report Notebook: Inhofe gets “Dodo”
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City of Tulsa employment down 8 percent since 2008
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_A1_CUTLIN317222

 

State gets few complaints about compounding pharmacies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121029_17_A13_Steril445579

 

Oklahoma school report cards finding resistance from parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121028_19_A1_CUTLIN744112

 

Mortgage servicers provide relief to Oklahomans facing foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_11_A21_CUTLIN786896

 

City identifies space for needed growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_61_A9_ForTul855841

 

For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_11_A9_Twelve603963

 

Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Ltsbrn482128

 

Editorial: For Wallace

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Hispol428858

 

Grade cards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121027_61_A22_Moreth272720

 

Comprehensive city safety program evolving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121027_61_A22_Localt449548

 

Domestic oil production up and going higher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121028_213_G1_CUTLIN678245

 

Local health-care infrastructure progressing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121021_11_G1_Birthd245790

 

Counting for something
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121028_214_G1_CUTLIN419623
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/

 

Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-

forum-capitol/

 

AMC to take over Penn Square Mall cineplex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/amc-to-take-over-penn-square-mall-cineplex-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Air Power Systems continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/air-power-systems-continues-growth-general-

news/

 

Firm seeks balance in OKC central park design

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/firm-seeks-balance-in-okc-central-park-design-

real-estate/

 

OCU plots new use for law building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/ocu-plots-new-use-for-law-building-real-estate/

 

Smoking mad over business name: Barbecue pit masters battle in court

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/smoking-mad-over-business-name-barbecue-

pit-masters-battle-in-court-law/

 

Lawmakers study state employee pay

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/

 

H.W. Allen pays $4M for south Tulsa’s Shops at Harvard Parke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/h-w-allen-pays-4m-for-south-tulsas-shops-at-

harvard-parke-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Devon Energy Center

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/these-walls-devon-energy-center-real-estate/
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[WWWO] State Chamber begins development of 2013 legislative agenda

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/wwwo-state-chamber-begins-development-of-

2013-legislative-agenda/

 

Business Briefs: Oct. 29, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/business-briefs-oct-29-2012-general-news/

 

Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-

news/

 

Dallas firm plots expansion of Bixby’s Encore Memorial apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/dallas-firm-plots-expansion-of-bixby-apartment-

complex-real-estate/

 

Renovations close to completion at Bossier mall

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/renovations-close-to-completion-at-bossier-mall-

real-estate/

 

Oil rises slightly on economic data

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-rises-slightly-on-economic-data-energy/

 

N.M. oil refinery to pay $400K fine over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/n-m-oil-refinery-to-pay-400k-fine-over-

explosion-energy/

 

Utah board backs 1st U.S. oil sands project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/utah-board-backs-1st-u-s-oil-sands-project-

energy/

 

U.S. drops 13 to 1,826 rigs exploring for oil, gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/u-s-drops-13-to-1826-rigs-exploring-for-oil-gas-

energy/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Study: Flood of money leaving China

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/study-flood-of-money-leaving-china-finance/

 

Boeing touts outsourcing for suppliers to Mexico

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/boeing-touts-outsourcing-for-suppliers-to-

mexico-aerospace/

 

Roth: Water, anyone?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/roth-water-anyone-opinion/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Candidates downplay party in 2nd District race
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
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KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 14, 2012
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:40:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-

scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi

Oversight commission approves restructuring agency to improve care for Oklahoma

veterans 

http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-

care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot 

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA

slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land 

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy

Ryan votes for budget larger than he prefers 

http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-

prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle 

http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-

hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x

Mixed grades for new, healthy school lunch rules 

http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-

rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ

NYC bans big, sugary drinks at restaurants

39965

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi
http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC
http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC
http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA
http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA
http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy
http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy
http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3
http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ
http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x
http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x
http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ
http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ


http://newsok.com/nyc-bans-big-sugary-drinks-at-restaurants/article/feed/434231

 

West Nile virus cases still rising in people, horses in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/west-nile-virus-cases-still-rising-in-people-horses-in-

oklahoma/article/3709359#ixzz26S6FSzhV

At a glance: The Teacher Store

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-the-teacher-store/article/3709466

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26S6ikfau

Stocks open higher day after Fed move

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-day-after-fed-move/article/feed/434308

 

US industrial production fell 1.2 percent

http://newsok.com/us-industrial-production-fell-1.2-percent/article/feed/434342

 

Gas prices, cars push US retail sales up 0.9 pct. 

http://newsok.com/gas-prices-cars-push-us-retail-sales-up-0.9-

pct./article/feed/434344#ixzz26S7AWuGy

Fed's bold plan still might not jolt slow economy 

http://newsok.com/feds-bold-plan-still-might-not-jolt-slow-

economy/article/feed/434246#ixzz26S7N6cIS

Canadian company buys closed Miami, OK, plant; plans to bring jobs 

http://newsok.com/canadian-company-buys-closed-miami-ok-plant-plans-to-bring-

jobs/article/3709504#ixzz26S7XG6l3

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters 

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26S7g7Wcx

Rain eases drought as Midwest corn harvest unfolds 

http://newsok.com/rain-eases-drought-as-midwest-corn-harvest-

unfolds/article/3709488#ixzz26S7mPNjz

U.S. crop insurance losses mount amid drought

http://newsok.com/u.s.-crop-insurance-losses-mount-amid-drought/article/3709489

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26S7yPnaO

Fed unveils bold, open-ended steps to aid economy 

http://newsok.com/fed-unveils-bold-open-ended-steps-to-aid-
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economy/article/feed/433851#ixzz26S85Dv2M

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://newsok.com/house-passes-6-month-spending-bill/article/feed/434109

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate 

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-

mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26S8SdUSs

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials 

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26S8h922D

New eight-year bridge repair plan a victory for Oklahoma lawmakers 

http://newsok.com/new-eight-year-bridge-repair-plan-a-victory-for-oklahoma-

lawmakers/article/3709146#ixzz26S8mHmQj

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

New law could increase backlog at Oklahoma jails

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO594237

 

Judge rules against third-party candidates on Oklahoma ballots

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO212432

 

Oklahoma's court challenge to Affordable Care Act at a crossroads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120914_16_A1_CUTLIN825879

 

Oklahoman Harold Hamm says oil industry tax incentives should remain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Oklaho649852

 

Oklahoma plans to ensure vets, state get deserved funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_A1_OKLAHO79789

 

2nd District candidate Mullin is released from hospital

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Christ615365

 

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120914_688_0_hrimgs767548

 

Tulsa Council asks for Transit study on frequency vs. coverage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120914_11_A1_ULNSus774549

 

U.S. identifies key figure behind anti-Muslim film

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A7_WSIGOe597058

 

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A4_WASHIN815601

 

Jim Inhofe wants to cut aid to Egypt and Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A6_Ihfato680085

 

Police: Cremated remains stolen in Okla. burglary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_0_CHICKA989549

 

Vietnam veteran retires from Guard

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A5_CUTLIN600799

 

Oklahoma gets $2.06 million water quality grant from EPA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A9_TheEPA602993

 

Police say Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_11_A11_ULNSbc820464

 

Filling school funding gaps with donations termed not sustainable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120914_19_A1_CUTLIN700226

 

TU's statement on Orsak's firing light on details

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=693&articleid=20120914_16_A11_CUTLIN615250

 

Tulsa Public Schools beefs up security at Barnard site after fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=332&articleid=20120914_19_A10_TulsaP589074

 

CEO of Health Care Authority to retire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120914_17_A9_Oklaho995905#

 

A terrorist attack and political blunders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Thesto42042

 

Recovery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Things91248

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

More expensive gas pushes up U.S. wholesale prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/more-expensive-gas-pushes-up-u-s-wholesale-

prices-general-news/

 

Elevations: Oklahoma Department of Corrections chapels

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/elevations-oklahoma-department-of-corrections-

chapels-real-estate/

 

Average on 30-year U.S. mortgage stays at 3.55 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/average-on-30-year-u-s-mortgage-stays-at-3-

55-pct-real-estate/

 

Oil rises after Fed takes steps to boost economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/oil-rises-after-fed-takes-steps-to-boost-

economy-energy/

 

Shannon plans for ‘doomsday’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/shannon-plans-for-doomsday-capitol/

 

Mullin bid documents outline source of funds

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/mullin-bid-documents-outline-source-of-funds-

capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: Fix the evaporating email problem

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/fourth-reading-fix-the-email-problem-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 14, 2012
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:40:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-

scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi

Oversight commission approves restructuring agency to improve care for Oklahoma

veterans 

http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-

care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot 

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA

slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land 

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy

Ryan votes for budget larger than he prefers 

http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-

prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle 

http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-

hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x

Mixed grades for new, healthy school lunch rules 

http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-

rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ

NYC bans big, sugary drinks at restaurants
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http://newsok.com/nyc-bans-big-sugary-drinks-at-restaurants/article/feed/434231

 

West Nile virus cases still rising in people, horses in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/west-nile-virus-cases-still-rising-in-people-horses-in-

oklahoma/article/3709359#ixzz26S6FSzhV

At a glance: The Teacher Store

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-the-teacher-store/article/3709466

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26S6ikfau

Stocks open higher day after Fed move

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-day-after-fed-move/article/feed/434308

 

US industrial production fell 1.2 percent

http://newsok.com/us-industrial-production-fell-1.2-percent/article/feed/434342

 

Gas prices, cars push US retail sales up 0.9 pct. 

http://newsok.com/gas-prices-cars-push-us-retail-sales-up-0.9-

pct./article/feed/434344#ixzz26S7AWuGy

Fed's bold plan still might not jolt slow economy 

http://newsok.com/feds-bold-plan-still-might-not-jolt-slow-

economy/article/feed/434246#ixzz26S7N6cIS

Canadian company buys closed Miami, OK, plant; plans to bring jobs 

http://newsok.com/canadian-company-buys-closed-miami-ok-plant-plans-to-bring-

jobs/article/3709504#ixzz26S7XG6l3

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters 

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26S7g7Wcx

Rain eases drought as Midwest corn harvest unfolds 

http://newsok.com/rain-eases-drought-as-midwest-corn-harvest-

unfolds/article/3709488#ixzz26S7mPNjz

U.S. crop insurance losses mount amid drought

http://newsok.com/u.s.-crop-insurance-losses-mount-amid-drought/article/3709489

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26S7yPnaO

Fed unveils bold, open-ended steps to aid economy 

http://newsok.com/fed-unveils-bold-open-ended-steps-to-aid-
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economy/article/feed/433851#ixzz26S85Dv2M

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://newsok.com/house-passes-6-month-spending-bill/article/feed/434109

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate 

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-

mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26S8SdUSs

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials 

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26S8h922D

New eight-year bridge repair plan a victory for Oklahoma lawmakers 

http://newsok.com/new-eight-year-bridge-repair-plan-a-victory-for-oklahoma-

lawmakers/article/3709146#ixzz26S8mHmQj

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

New law could increase backlog at Oklahoma jails

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO594237

 

Judge rules against third-party candidates on Oklahoma ballots

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO212432

 

Oklahoma's court challenge to Affordable Care Act at a crossroads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120914_16_A1_CUTLIN825879

 

Oklahoman Harold Hamm says oil industry tax incentives should remain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Oklaho649852

 

Oklahoma plans to ensure vets, state get deserved funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_A1_OKLAHO79789

 

2nd District candidate Mullin is released from hospital

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Christ615365

 

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120914_688_0_hrimgs767548

 

Tulsa Council asks for Transit study on frequency vs. coverage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120914_11_A1_ULNSus774549

 

U.S. identifies key figure behind anti-Muslim film

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A7_WSIGOe597058

 

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A4_WASHIN815601

 

Jim Inhofe wants to cut aid to Egypt and Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A6_Ihfato680085

 

Police: Cremated remains stolen in Okla. burglary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_0_CHICKA989549

 

Vietnam veteran retires from Guard

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A5_CUTLIN600799

 

Oklahoma gets $2.06 million water quality grant from EPA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A9_TheEPA602993

 

Police say Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_11_A11_ULNSbc820464

 

Filling school funding gaps with donations termed not sustainable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120914_19_A1_CUTLIN700226

 

TU's statement on Orsak's firing light on details

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=693&articleid=20120914_16_A11_CUTLIN615250

 

Tulsa Public Schools beefs up security at Barnard site after fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=332&articleid=20120914_19_A10_TulsaP589074

 

CEO of Health Care Authority to retire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120914_17_A9_Oklaho995905#

 

A terrorist attack and political blunders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Thesto42042

 

Recovery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Things91248

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

More expensive gas pushes up U.S. wholesale prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/more-expensive-gas-pushes-up-u-s-wholesale-

prices-general-news/

 

Elevations: Oklahoma Department of Corrections chapels

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/elevations-oklahoma-department-of-corrections-

chapels-real-estate/

 

Average on 30-year U.S. mortgage stays at 3.55 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/average-on-30-year-u-s-mortgage-stays-at-3-

55-pct-real-estate/

 

Oil rises after Fed takes steps to boost economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/oil-rises-after-fed-takes-steps-to-boost-

economy-energy/

 

Shannon plans for ‘doomsday’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/shannon-plans-for-doomsday-capitol/

 

Mullin bid documents outline source of funds

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/mullin-bid-documents-outline-source-of-funds-

capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: Fix the evaporating email problem

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/fourth-reading-fix-the-email-problem-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 14, 2012
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:40:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-

scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi

Oversight commission approves restructuring agency to improve care for Oklahoma

veterans 

http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-

care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot 

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA

slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land 

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy

Ryan votes for budget larger than he prefers 

http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-

prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle 

http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-

hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x

Mixed grades for new, healthy school lunch rules 

http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-

rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ

NYC bans big, sugary drinks at restaurants
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http://newsok.com/nyc-bans-big-sugary-drinks-at-restaurants/article/feed/434231

 

West Nile virus cases still rising in people, horses in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/west-nile-virus-cases-still-rising-in-people-horses-in-

oklahoma/article/3709359#ixzz26S6FSzhV

At a glance: The Teacher Store

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-the-teacher-store/article/3709466

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26S6ikfau

Stocks open higher day after Fed move

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-day-after-fed-move/article/feed/434308

 

US industrial production fell 1.2 percent

http://newsok.com/us-industrial-production-fell-1.2-percent/article/feed/434342

 

Gas prices, cars push US retail sales up 0.9 pct. 

http://newsok.com/gas-prices-cars-push-us-retail-sales-up-0.9-

pct./article/feed/434344#ixzz26S7AWuGy

Fed's bold plan still might not jolt slow economy 

http://newsok.com/feds-bold-plan-still-might-not-jolt-slow-

economy/article/feed/434246#ixzz26S7N6cIS

Canadian company buys closed Miami, OK, plant; plans to bring jobs 

http://newsok.com/canadian-company-buys-closed-miami-ok-plant-plans-to-bring-

jobs/article/3709504#ixzz26S7XG6l3

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters 

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26S7g7Wcx

Rain eases drought as Midwest corn harvest unfolds 

http://newsok.com/rain-eases-drought-as-midwest-corn-harvest-

unfolds/article/3709488#ixzz26S7mPNjz

U.S. crop insurance losses mount amid drought

http://newsok.com/u.s.-crop-insurance-losses-mount-amid-drought/article/3709489

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26S7yPnaO

Fed unveils bold, open-ended steps to aid economy 

http://newsok.com/fed-unveils-bold-open-ended-steps-to-aid-
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economy/article/feed/433851#ixzz26S85Dv2M

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://newsok.com/house-passes-6-month-spending-bill/article/feed/434109

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate 

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-

mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26S8SdUSs

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials 

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26S8h922D

New eight-year bridge repair plan a victory for Oklahoma lawmakers 

http://newsok.com/new-eight-year-bridge-repair-plan-a-victory-for-oklahoma-

lawmakers/article/3709146#ixzz26S8mHmQj

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

New law could increase backlog at Oklahoma jails

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO594237

 

Judge rules against third-party candidates on Oklahoma ballots

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO212432

 

Oklahoma's court challenge to Affordable Care Act at a crossroads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120914_16_A1_CUTLIN825879

 

Oklahoman Harold Hamm says oil industry tax incentives should remain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Oklaho649852

 

Oklahoma plans to ensure vets, state get deserved funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_A1_OKLAHO79789

 

2nd District candidate Mullin is released from hospital

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Christ615365

 

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120914_688_0_hrimgs767548

 

Tulsa Council asks for Transit study on frequency vs. coverage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120914_11_A1_ULNSus774549

 

U.S. identifies key figure behind anti-Muslim film

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A7_WSIGOe597058

 

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A4_WASHIN815601

 

Jim Inhofe wants to cut aid to Egypt and Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A6_Ihfato680085

 

Police: Cremated remains stolen in Okla. burglary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_0_CHICKA989549

 

Vietnam veteran retires from Guard

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A5_CUTLIN600799

 

Oklahoma gets $2.06 million water quality grant from EPA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A9_TheEPA602993

 

Police say Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_11_A11_ULNSbc820464

 

Filling school funding gaps with donations termed not sustainable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120914_19_A1_CUTLIN700226

 

TU's statement on Orsak's firing light on details

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=693&articleid=20120914_16_A11_CUTLIN615250

 

Tulsa Public Schools beefs up security at Barnard site after fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=332&articleid=20120914_19_A10_TulsaP589074

 

CEO of Health Care Authority to retire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120914_17_A9_Oklaho995905#

 

A terrorist attack and political blunders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Thesto42042

 

Recovery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Things91248

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

More expensive gas pushes up U.S. wholesale prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/more-expensive-gas-pushes-up-u-s-wholesale-

prices-general-news/

 

Elevations: Oklahoma Department of Corrections chapels

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/elevations-oklahoma-department-of-corrections-

chapels-real-estate/

 

Average on 30-year U.S. mortgage stays at 3.55 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/average-on-30-year-u-s-mortgage-stays-at-3-

55-pct-real-estate/

 

Oil rises after Fed takes steps to boost economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/oil-rises-after-fed-takes-steps-to-boost-

economy-energy/

 

Shannon plans for ‘doomsday’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/shannon-plans-for-doomsday-capitol/

 

Mullin bid documents outline source of funds

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/mullin-bid-documents-outline-source-of-funds-

capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: Fix the evaporating email problem

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/fourth-reading-fix-the-email-problem-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 15-17, 2012
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 10:07:02 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-

fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jZ3pO1E

 

Janna Little Ryan was 'raised right' in a small Oklahoma town, friends and sister say

http://newsok.com/janna-little-ryan-was-raised-right-in-a-small-oklahoma-town-

friends-and-sister-say/article/3710163#ixzz26jYvWWKo

 

Oklahoma City oilman to correct excessive political donations

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-oilman-to-correct-excessive-political-

donations/article/3709955#ixzz26jfnvmRp

 

Interest slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26jgAmM3y

 

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26jgMeUcL

 

Majority of Oklahoma bachelor's degree earners attended community college, study

shows

http://newsok.com/majority-of-oklahoma-bachelors-degree-earners-attended-

community-college-study-shows/article/3710075#ixzz26jbj2L6z

 

Hinton school district pays ex-superintendent $96,000 after his resignation in June

 http://newsok.com/hinton-school-district-pays-ex-superintendent-96000-after-his-

resignation-in-june/article/3710090#ixzz26jYXt34F

 

Tulsa police: Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-victory-christian-center-withheld-girls-claims-of-rape-

by-church-worker/article/3709657#ixzz26jeQ7Ds1

 

Families send off soldiers en route to Afghanistan

http://newsok.com/families-send-off-soldiers-en-route-to-

afghanistan/article/3710401#ixzz26jZTu4n6

 

Mum's the word for talking politics at work

http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-

work/article/3710265#ixzz26jZHVQiz
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By the numbers: Oklahoma City's 2012 Citizen Performance Report

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-citys-2012-citizen-performance-

report/article/3710515#ixzz26jb1SDa4

 

Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals

http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-

goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jZwSUwM

 

Character Council of Edmond promotes good character

http://newsok.com/character-council-of-edmond-promotes-good-

character/article/3709896?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Norman Veterans Day parade to honor 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team

http://newsok.com/norman-veterans-day-parade-to-honor-45th-infantry-brigade-

combat-team/article/3709754#ixzz26jcc3dLH

 

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26jcmKDvj

 

Cremated remains stolen in Oklahoma burglary

http://newsok.com/cremated-remains-stolen-in-oklahoma-burglary/article/3709656?

custom_click=pod_headline_southwest-oklahoma-news

 

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26jkIeWFq

 

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26jkTfzwJ

 

Bailouts & regulation are about financial protectionism

http://newsok.com/bailouts-regulation-are-about-financial-

protectionism/article/feed/435468

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26jjoFRBJ

 

Oklahoma energy briefs, Sept. 15

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-energy-briefs-sept.-15/article/3709777

 

Public and nonprofits join forces to raise awareness of dangers of distracted driving

http://newsok.com/public-and-nonprofits-join-forces-to-raise-awareness-of-dangers-

of-distracted-driving/article/3709804#ixzz26jhB2Ey5
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Now cleared of wrongdoing, Langston University administrator is reinstated to his

post

http://newsok.com/now-cleared-of-wrongdoing-langston-university-administrator-is-

reinstated-to-his-post/article/3709897#ixzz26jhWFVs0

 

Authorities say Oklahoma homeowner killed intruder

http://newsok.com/authorities-say-oklahoma-homeowner-killed-

intruder/article/3709755

 

DAR promotes Constitution Week awareness

http://newsok.com/dar-promotes-constitution-week-awareness/article/3709693?

custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

 

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26jj1CcMT

 

Missouri college sues over contraception mandate

http://newsok.com/missouri-college-sues-over-contraception-

mandate/article/feed/435407

 

Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to give away

http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-

give-away/article/3709749#ixzz26jleRKlV

 

Government regulations can hurt consumers, business

http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-

business/article/3709750

 

Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help

http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-

help/article/3709739#ixzz26jm0sCdd

 

ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem

http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728

 

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jmNzQKA

 

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

 

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-
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mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26jmux1nU
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Ex-Gov. Brad Henry: Oklahoma deprived of $200M in online sales taxes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120915_16_A15_CUTLIN532632

 

Mullin Plumbing firm knew work was on stimulus projects, Cherokee documents show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120915_16_A1_CUTLIN884674

 

Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156

 

Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902

 

Online charity gives microloans to needy people around world

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A2_CUTLIN277208

 

Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813

 

Vision2's AA plan could be either great bet or 'biggest boondoggle,' Councilor G.T.

Bynum says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_CUTLIN362178

 

Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266

 

Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264

 

Tulsa trash bin delivery catching up as deadline approaches

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120917_11_A1_ULNSeh130028
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Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744

 

D.C. Roundup: Ally yes, foreign aid no

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355

 

US scrambles to rush spies, drones to Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639

 

"I can do anything I want. I'm an American."

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224

 

Former Hinton school head received $100,000 after resignation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526

 

Preparing for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141

 

Oklahoma judge denies name changes in sex-change cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584

 

Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331

 

TPD adds 11 detectives; fugitive warrants unit nearly doubled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916

 

Crime tip lines an invaluable tool for police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323

 

OSU-Tulsa offers lifelong learning classes for people over 50

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270

 

Seven areas in Tulsa have the most gun crimes, analysis shows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968
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Sapulpa's Main Street program revitalizes, preserves downtown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_82_A13_ULNSan399265

 

Tulsans enjoy a touch Scotland at festival

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A16_CUTLIN267889

 

RSU to honor U.S. District Judge Claire Eagan with Constitution Award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120916_14_A20_CUTLIN667764

 

Seminars on Oklahoma's open meeting, open record laws scheduled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120916_17_A20_TheOkl676396

 

New Hope helps Oklahoma children of prisoners through after-school programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A22_CUTLIN696824

 

Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120916_11_A22_hQuota90783

 

School gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418

 

Bipartisanship

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689

 

Justice act needs to work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186

 

Tulsa's bus problem nothing new

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_CUTLIN424274

 

Quality costs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120916_215_G1_CUTLIN993008
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Electric cars: Not all they're cranked up to be

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089

 

Oklahoma public education goes wanting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Explanation: Incomplete – TU students in the dark about fired president

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-

about-fired-president-general-news/

 

Ex-DHS worker charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/

 

OU cancer center starts automatic referral system for tobacco cessation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-

system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/

 

VA changes payment policy for service dogs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-

health-care/

 

Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-

address-vision-2-general-news/

 

Pearls of wisdom: Inspirational megabanker tells how to build a successful career

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-

tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/

 

Yoga and music festival organizer expects big growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-

growth-general-news/

 

[WWWO] Will online voting be available to Oklahomans?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-

oklahomans/

 

Business Briefs: Sept. 17, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/business-briefs-sept-17-2012-general-news/

 

U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-

general-news/

 

Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-

general-news/

 

Gas prices, cars push U.S. retail sales up 0.9 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/gas-prices-cars-push-u-s-retail-sales-up-0-9-

pct-general-news/

 

Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-

interest-in-gulf-energy/

 

Oil rises to $99, still buoyed by Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/oil-rises-to-99-still-buoyed-by-fed-energy/

 

Turnpike billboards slam gas drilling critics

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/turnpike-billboards-slam-gas-drilling-critics-

energy/

 

Judge asked to toss claims spill hurt BP brand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/judge-asked-to-toss-claims-spill-hurt-bp-brand-

energy/

 

U.S. rig count unchanged at 1,864

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-rig-count-unchanged-at-1864-energy/

 

Fracking, economy slow developing S.C. offshore wind

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/fracking-economy-slow-developing-s-c-offshore-

wind-energy/

 

SBA Loans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/sba-loans-413-financ/

 

Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-

coke-general-news/

 

Roth: Take a breath, and welcome back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/roth-take-a-breath-and-welcome-back-opinion-

opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

39994

http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 15-17, 2012
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 10:07:02 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-

fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jZ3pO1E

 

Janna Little Ryan was 'raised right' in a small Oklahoma town, friends and sister say

http://newsok.com/janna-little-ryan-was-raised-right-in-a-small-oklahoma-town-

friends-and-sister-say/article/3710163#ixzz26jYvWWKo

 

Oklahoma City oilman to correct excessive political donations

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-oilman-to-correct-excessive-political-

donations/article/3709955#ixzz26jfnvmRp

 

Interest slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26jgAmM3y

 

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26jgMeUcL

 

Majority of Oklahoma bachelor's degree earners attended community college, study

shows

http://newsok.com/majority-of-oklahoma-bachelors-degree-earners-attended-

community-college-study-shows/article/3710075#ixzz26jbj2L6z

 

Hinton school district pays ex-superintendent $96,000 after his resignation in June

 http://newsok.com/hinton-school-district-pays-ex-superintendent-96000-after-his-

resignation-in-june/article/3710090#ixzz26jYXt34F

 

Tulsa police: Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-victory-christian-center-withheld-girls-claims-of-rape-

by-church-worker/article/3709657#ixzz26jeQ7Ds1

 

Families send off soldiers en route to Afghanistan

http://newsok.com/families-send-off-soldiers-en-route-to-

afghanistan/article/3710401#ixzz26jZTu4n6

 

Mum's the word for talking politics at work

http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-

work/article/3710265#ixzz26jZHVQiz
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By the numbers: Oklahoma City's 2012 Citizen Performance Report

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-citys-2012-citizen-performance-

report/article/3710515#ixzz26jb1SDa4

 

Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals

http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-

goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jZwSUwM

 

Character Council of Edmond promotes good character

http://newsok.com/character-council-of-edmond-promotes-good-

character/article/3709896?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Norman Veterans Day parade to honor 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team

http://newsok.com/norman-veterans-day-parade-to-honor-45th-infantry-brigade-

combat-team/article/3709754#ixzz26jcc3dLH

 

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26jcmKDvj

 

Cremated remains stolen in Oklahoma burglary

http://newsok.com/cremated-remains-stolen-in-oklahoma-burglary/article/3709656?

custom_click=pod_headline_southwest-oklahoma-news

 

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26jkIeWFq

 

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26jkTfzwJ

 

Bailouts & regulation are about financial protectionism

http://newsok.com/bailouts-regulation-are-about-financial-

protectionism/article/feed/435468

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26jjoFRBJ

 

Oklahoma energy briefs, Sept. 15

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-energy-briefs-sept.-15/article/3709777

 

Public and nonprofits join forces to raise awareness of dangers of distracted driving

http://newsok.com/public-and-nonprofits-join-forces-to-raise-awareness-of-dangers-

of-distracted-driving/article/3709804#ixzz26jhB2Ey5
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Now cleared of wrongdoing, Langston University administrator is reinstated to his

post

http://newsok.com/now-cleared-of-wrongdoing-langston-university-administrator-is-

reinstated-to-his-post/article/3709897#ixzz26jhWFVs0

 

Authorities say Oklahoma homeowner killed intruder

http://newsok.com/authorities-say-oklahoma-homeowner-killed-

intruder/article/3709755

 

DAR promotes Constitution Week awareness

http://newsok.com/dar-promotes-constitution-week-awareness/article/3709693?

custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

 

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26jj1CcMT

 

Missouri college sues over contraception mandate

http://newsok.com/missouri-college-sues-over-contraception-

mandate/article/feed/435407

 

Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to give away

http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-

give-away/article/3709749#ixzz26jleRKlV

 

Government regulations can hurt consumers, business

http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-

business/article/3709750

 

Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help

http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-

help/article/3709739#ixzz26jm0sCdd

 

ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem

http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728

 

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jmNzQKA

 

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

 

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-

39998
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Ex-Gov. Brad Henry: Oklahoma deprived of $200M in online sales taxes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120915_16_A15_CUTLIN532632

 

Mullin Plumbing firm knew work was on stimulus projects, Cherokee documents show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120915_16_A1_CUTLIN884674

 

Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156

 

Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902

 

Online charity gives microloans to needy people around world

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A2_CUTLIN277208

 

Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813

 

Vision2's AA plan could be either great bet or 'biggest boondoggle,' Councilor G.T.

Bynum says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_CUTLIN362178

 

Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266

 

Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264

 

Tulsa trash bin delivery catching up as deadline approaches

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120917_11_A1_ULNSeh130028
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Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744

 

D.C. Roundup: Ally yes, foreign aid no

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355

 

US scrambles to rush spies, drones to Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639

 

"I can do anything I want. I'm an American."

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224

 

Former Hinton school head received $100,000 after resignation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526

 

Preparing for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141

 

Oklahoma judge denies name changes in sex-change cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584

 

Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331

 

TPD adds 11 detectives; fugitive warrants unit nearly doubled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916

 

Crime tip lines an invaluable tool for police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323

 

OSU-Tulsa offers lifelong learning classes for people over 50

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270

 

Seven areas in Tulsa have the most gun crimes, analysis shows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968
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Sapulpa's Main Street program revitalizes, preserves downtown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_82_A13_ULNSan399265

 

Tulsans enjoy a touch Scotland at festival

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A16_CUTLIN267889

 

RSU to honor U.S. District Judge Claire Eagan with Constitution Award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120916_14_A20_CUTLIN667764

 

Seminars on Oklahoma's open meeting, open record laws scheduled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120916_17_A20_TheOkl676396

 

New Hope helps Oklahoma children of prisoners through after-school programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A22_CUTLIN696824

 

Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120916_11_A22_hQuota90783

 

School gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418

 

Bipartisanship

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689

 

Justice act needs to work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186

 

Tulsa's bus problem nothing new

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_CUTLIN424274

 

Quality costs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120916_215_G1_CUTLIN993008
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Electric cars: Not all they're cranked up to be

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089

 

Oklahoma public education goes wanting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Explanation: Incomplete – TU students in the dark about fired president

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-

about-fired-president-general-news/

 

Ex-DHS worker charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/

 

OU cancer center starts automatic referral system for tobacco cessation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-

system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/

 

VA changes payment policy for service dogs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-

health-care/

 

Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-

address-vision-2-general-news/

 

Pearls of wisdom: Inspirational megabanker tells how to build a successful career

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-

tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/

 

Yoga and music festival organizer expects big growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-

growth-general-news/

 

[WWWO] Will online voting be available to Oklahomans?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-

oklahomans/

 

Business Briefs: Sept. 17, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/business-briefs-sept-17-2012-general-news/

 

U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-

general-news/

 

Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-

general-news/

 

Gas prices, cars push U.S. retail sales up 0.9 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/gas-prices-cars-push-u-s-retail-sales-up-0-9-

pct-general-news/

 

Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-

interest-in-gulf-energy/

 

Oil rises to $99, still buoyed by Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/oil-rises-to-99-still-buoyed-by-fed-energy/

 

Turnpike billboards slam gas drilling critics

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/turnpike-billboards-slam-gas-drilling-critics-

energy/

 

Judge asked to toss claims spill hurt BP brand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/judge-asked-to-toss-claims-spill-hurt-bp-brand-

energy/

 

U.S. rig count unchanged at 1,864

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-rig-count-unchanged-at-1864-energy/

 

Fracking, economy slow developing S.C. offshore wind

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/fracking-economy-slow-developing-s-c-offshore-

wind-energy/

 

SBA Loans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/sba-loans-413-financ/

 

Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-

coke-general-news/

 

Roth: Take a breath, and welcome back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/roth-take-a-breath-and-welcome-back-opinion-

opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 15-17, 2012
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 10:07:02 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-

fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jZ3pO1E

 

Janna Little Ryan was 'raised right' in a small Oklahoma town, friends and sister say

http://newsok.com/janna-little-ryan-was-raised-right-in-a-small-oklahoma-town-

friends-and-sister-say/article/3710163#ixzz26jYvWWKo

 

Oklahoma City oilman to correct excessive political donations

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-oilman-to-correct-excessive-political-

donations/article/3709955#ixzz26jfnvmRp

 

Interest slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26jgAmM3y

 

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26jgMeUcL

 

Majority of Oklahoma bachelor's degree earners attended community college, study

shows

http://newsok.com/majority-of-oklahoma-bachelors-degree-earners-attended-

community-college-study-shows/article/3710075#ixzz26jbj2L6z

 

Hinton school district pays ex-superintendent $96,000 after his resignation in June

 http://newsok.com/hinton-school-district-pays-ex-superintendent-96000-after-his-

resignation-in-june/article/3710090#ixzz26jYXt34F

 

Tulsa police: Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-victory-christian-center-withheld-girls-claims-of-rape-

by-church-worker/article/3709657#ixzz26jeQ7Ds1

 

Families send off soldiers en route to Afghanistan

http://newsok.com/families-send-off-soldiers-en-route-to-

afghanistan/article/3710401#ixzz26jZTu4n6

 

Mum's the word for talking politics at work

http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-

work/article/3710265#ixzz26jZHVQiz
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By the numbers: Oklahoma City's 2012 Citizen Performance Report

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-citys-2012-citizen-performance-

report/article/3710515#ixzz26jb1SDa4

 

Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals

http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-

goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jZwSUwM

 

Character Council of Edmond promotes good character

http://newsok.com/character-council-of-edmond-promotes-good-

character/article/3709896?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Norman Veterans Day parade to honor 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team

http://newsok.com/norman-veterans-day-parade-to-honor-45th-infantry-brigade-

combat-team/article/3709754#ixzz26jcc3dLH

 

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26jcmKDvj

 

Cremated remains stolen in Oklahoma burglary

http://newsok.com/cremated-remains-stolen-in-oklahoma-burglary/article/3709656?

custom_click=pod_headline_southwest-oklahoma-news

 

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26jkIeWFq

 

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26jkTfzwJ

 

Bailouts & regulation are about financial protectionism

http://newsok.com/bailouts-regulation-are-about-financial-

protectionism/article/feed/435468

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26jjoFRBJ

 

Oklahoma energy briefs, Sept. 15

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-energy-briefs-sept.-15/article/3709777

 

Public and nonprofits join forces to raise awareness of dangers of distracted driving

http://newsok.com/public-and-nonprofits-join-forces-to-raise-awareness-of-dangers-

of-distracted-driving/article/3709804#ixzz26jhB2Ey5
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Now cleared of wrongdoing, Langston University administrator is reinstated to his

post

http://newsok.com/now-cleared-of-wrongdoing-langston-university-administrator-is-

reinstated-to-his-post/article/3709897#ixzz26jhWFVs0

 

Authorities say Oklahoma homeowner killed intruder

http://newsok.com/authorities-say-oklahoma-homeowner-killed-

intruder/article/3709755

 

DAR promotes Constitution Week awareness

http://newsok.com/dar-promotes-constitution-week-awareness/article/3709693?

custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

 

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26jj1CcMT

 

Missouri college sues over contraception mandate

http://newsok.com/missouri-college-sues-over-contraception-

mandate/article/feed/435407

 

Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to give away

http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-

give-away/article/3709749#ixzz26jleRKlV

 

Government regulations can hurt consumers, business

http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-

business/article/3709750

 

Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help

http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-

help/article/3709739#ixzz26jm0sCdd

 

ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem

http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728

 

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jmNzQKA

 

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

 

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-
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mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26jmux1nU
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Ex-Gov. Brad Henry: Oklahoma deprived of $200M in online sales taxes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120915_16_A15_CUTLIN532632

 

Mullin Plumbing firm knew work was on stimulus projects, Cherokee documents show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120915_16_A1_CUTLIN884674

 

Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156

 

Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902

 

Online charity gives microloans to needy people around world

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A2_CUTLIN277208

 

Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813

 

Vision2's AA plan could be either great bet or 'biggest boondoggle,' Councilor G.T.

Bynum says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_CUTLIN362178

 

Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266

 

Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264

 

Tulsa trash bin delivery catching up as deadline approaches

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120917_11_A1_ULNSeh130028
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Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744

 

D.C. Roundup: Ally yes, foreign aid no

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355

 

US scrambles to rush spies, drones to Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639

 

"I can do anything I want. I'm an American."

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224

 

Former Hinton school head received $100,000 after resignation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526

 

Preparing for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141

 

Oklahoma judge denies name changes in sex-change cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584

 

Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331

 

TPD adds 11 detectives; fugitive warrants unit nearly doubled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916

 

Crime tip lines an invaluable tool for police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323

 

OSU-Tulsa offers lifelong learning classes for people over 50

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270

 

Seven areas in Tulsa have the most gun crimes, analysis shows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968

 

40010

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968


Sapulpa's Main Street program revitalizes, preserves downtown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_82_A13_ULNSan399265

 

Tulsans enjoy a touch Scotland at festival

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A16_CUTLIN267889

 

RSU to honor U.S. District Judge Claire Eagan with Constitution Award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120916_14_A20_CUTLIN667764

 

Seminars on Oklahoma's open meeting, open record laws scheduled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120916_17_A20_TheOkl676396

 

New Hope helps Oklahoma children of prisoners through after-school programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A22_CUTLIN696824

 

Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120916_11_A22_hQuota90783

 

School gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418

 

Bipartisanship

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689

 

Justice act needs to work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186

 

Tulsa's bus problem nothing new

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_CUTLIN424274

 

Quality costs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120916_215_G1_CUTLIN993008
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Electric cars: Not all they're cranked up to be

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089

 

Oklahoma public education goes wanting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Explanation: Incomplete – TU students in the dark about fired president

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-

about-fired-president-general-news/

 

Ex-DHS worker charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/

 

OU cancer center starts automatic referral system for tobacco cessation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-

system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/

 

VA changes payment policy for service dogs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-

health-care/

 

Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-

address-vision-2-general-news/

 

Pearls of wisdom: Inspirational megabanker tells how to build a successful career

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-

tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/

 

Yoga and music festival organizer expects big growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-

growth-general-news/

 

[WWWO] Will online voting be available to Oklahomans?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-

oklahomans/

 

Business Briefs: Sept. 17, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/business-briefs-sept-17-2012-general-news/

 

U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-

general-news/

 

Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-

general-news/

 

Gas prices, cars push U.S. retail sales up 0.9 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/gas-prices-cars-push-u-s-retail-sales-up-0-9-

pct-general-news/

 

Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-

interest-in-gulf-energy/

 

Oil rises to $99, still buoyed by Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/oil-rises-to-99-still-buoyed-by-fed-energy/

 

Turnpike billboards slam gas drilling critics

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/turnpike-billboards-slam-gas-drilling-critics-

energy/

 

Judge asked to toss claims spill hurt BP brand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/judge-asked-to-toss-claims-spill-hurt-bp-brand-

energy/

 

U.S. rig count unchanged at 1,864

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-rig-count-unchanged-at-1864-energy/

 

Fracking, economy slow developing S.C. offshore wind

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/fracking-economy-slow-developing-s-c-offshore-

wind-energy/

 

SBA Loans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/sba-loans-413-financ/

 

Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-

coke-general-news/

 

Roth: Take a breath, and welcome back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/roth-take-a-breath-and-welcome-back-opinion-

opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

40015

http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
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Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 28, 2012
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Oklahoma schools to receive A-F grades Oct. 8 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-to-receive-a-f-grades-oct.-

8/article/3713629#ixzz27ltOIhX6

Oklahoma state superintendent offers support to Stillwater

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-superintendent-offers-support-to-

stillwater/article/3713641?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

University of Central Oklahoma launches $40 million fundraising campaign 

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-launches-40-million-fundraising-

campaign/article/3713238#ixzz27lu5owM3

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at

University of Oklahoma event

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-

crowley-says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27luEqMff

Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-

oklahoma/article/3713633

 

Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-

oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lvLSlsZ

Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-

contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lvS33AW

Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 

http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-

told/article/3713729#ixzz27lvXquah

Mitt Romney calls for bigger military, while President Barack Obama touts ending

wars 

http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-

obama-touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lvrnWPc

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks juvenile vocational training

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-seeks-juvenile-vocational-
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training/article/3713515

Oklahoma City MAPS board approves sidewalks plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-maps-board-approves-sidewalks-

plan/article/3713611?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Stocks lower, still set for third-quarter gains

http://newsok.com/stocks-lower-still-set-for-third-quarter-gains/article/feed/440892

Higher gas costs push US consumer spending up 

http://newsok.com/higher-gas-costs-push-us-consumer-spending-

up/article/feed/440865#ixzz27lwz9DU2

FDA warning public of risks of online pharmacies 

http://newsok.com/fda-warning-public-of-risks-of-online-

pharmacies/article/feed/440828#ixzz27lx5t6R3

US Postal Service to default on second $5B payment 

http://newsok.com/us-postal-service-to-default-on-second-5b-

payment/article/feed/440781#ixzz27lxH4D5H

New data, but not much new in Wyo. fracking study 

http://newsok.com/new-data-but-not-much-new-in-wyo.-fracking-

study/article/feed/440150#ixzz27lxZ8xbA

One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 

http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-

envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lxn55Tc

As Oklahoma Capitol crumbles, lawmakers continue to dismiss bond issue as

solution 

http://newsok.com/as-oklahoma-capitol-crumbles-lawmakers-continue-to-dismiss-

bond-issue-as-solution/article/3713560#ixzz27lxtoer7

Obamacare promises defy real-world trends

http://newsok.com/obamacare-promises-defy-real-world-trends/article/3713559

Compassion helps make Oklahoma's top teacher shine

http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-

shine/article/3713286
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Senate panel grills veterans centers heads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Higher-security beds for Oklahoma's juvenile offenders discussed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191

 

Report: Many Oklahomans would lose health care under Romney plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A9_MoreOk728688

 

City Council approves Vision2 plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860

 

NATO rebuilding partner operations with Afghans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A5_WASHIN277937

 

Romney blasts military cuts; Obama talks jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A7_CUTLIN755941

 

A third of public fears police use of drones

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A7_ULNShs667863

 

Grief greets Stillwater students returning to class after peer's suicide

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120928_12_A1_CUTLIN693155

 

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at OU

event

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120928_12_0_NORMAN537069

 

Christian group sues Oklahoma City over right to preach in Bricktown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120928_18_0_OKLAHO622476

 

Grand jury indicts former Windstream employee in Broken Arrow schools-Sisney

case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A9_Oklaho875003

 

Broken Arrow district opens Highland Park, first school built with '09 bonds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A9_CUTLIN835647
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Minister's petition asks Hobby Lobby to drop Affordable Care Act lawsuit
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ACLU appeals judge's denial of name change for sex-change patient
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Oklahoma described as prime destination in human trafficking
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Tulsa County sheriff's officers obtain new DNA sample in Blanchard disappearance

case
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School grade cards to be released Oct. 8
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Case dismissed in Tulsa against man who spent 16 years in prison
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Claremore VFW to honor lost vets' families
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Washington Irving's 1832 Keystone forest encampment to be re-enacted
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White House LGBT liaison addresses Oklahomans for Equality
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Money talks and education will listen
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516

 

Rating system for justices overrated
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Testimony: Staff turnover high at veterans centersTestimony: Staff turnover high at

veterans centers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-

centers-capitol/

 

Okla. woman shares human trafficking story

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/okla-woman-shares-human-trafficking-story-

capitol/

 

State to start monitoring groundwater

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/state-groundwater-monitoring-system-is-a-step-

in-the-right-directoin-capitol/

 

Local minister tried to deliver petitions opposing stance on pills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/protesting-pastor-asked-to-leave-hobby-lobby-

hq-law/

 

ACLU appeals Graves’ decision to deny name change

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aclu-appeals-graves-decision-to-deny-name-

change-law/

 

Homebuilder, mortgage broker charged with fraud

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/homebuilder-mortgage-broker-charged-with-

fraud-law/

 

Former Windstream official charged with perjury
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law/

 

Possible end of price compensation program poses worries for dairy farmers
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Experts: Presidential election giving economy slight boost
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Data suggest U.S. economy growing only modestly
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Stocks finally snap a losing streak

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/stocks-finally-snap-a-losing-streak-finance/

 

Rate on 30-year mortgage hits record low 3.40 pct.
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Oil gains almost $2, biggest gain since Aug.
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Aerospace history lands in Tulsa: Museum features vintage World War II bomber
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EU wants $12B a year from U.S. over Boeing aid
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Fourth Reading: It’s time to ask tough questions
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opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Enid hosting kite convention

 

Pastors protest Hobby Lobby about pill
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
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http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 28, 2012
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 9:15:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma schools to receive A-F grades Oct. 8 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-to-receive-a-f-grades-oct.-

8/article/3713629#ixzz27ltOIhX6

Oklahoma state superintendent offers support to Stillwater

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-superintendent-offers-support-to-

stillwater/article/3713641?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

University of Central Oklahoma launches $40 million fundraising campaign 

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-launches-40-million-fundraising-

campaign/article/3713238#ixzz27lu5owM3

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at

University of Oklahoma event

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-

crowley-says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27luEqMff

Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-

oklahoma/article/3713633

 

Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-

oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lvLSlsZ

Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-

contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lvS33AW

Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 

http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-

told/article/3713729#ixzz27lvXquah

Mitt Romney calls for bigger military, while President Barack Obama touts ending

wars 

http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-

obama-touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lvrnWPc

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks juvenile vocational training

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-seeks-juvenile-vocational-
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training/article/3713515

Oklahoma City MAPS board approves sidewalks plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-maps-board-approves-sidewalks-

plan/article/3713611?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Stocks lower, still set for third-quarter gains

http://newsok.com/stocks-lower-still-set-for-third-quarter-gains/article/feed/440892

Higher gas costs push US consumer spending up 

http://newsok.com/higher-gas-costs-push-us-consumer-spending-

up/article/feed/440865#ixzz27lwz9DU2

FDA warning public of risks of online pharmacies 

http://newsok.com/fda-warning-public-of-risks-of-online-

pharmacies/article/feed/440828#ixzz27lx5t6R3

US Postal Service to default on second $5B payment 

http://newsok.com/us-postal-service-to-default-on-second-5b-

payment/article/feed/440781#ixzz27lxH4D5H

New data, but not much new in Wyo. fracking study 

http://newsok.com/new-data-but-not-much-new-in-wyo.-fracking-

study/article/feed/440150#ixzz27lxZ8xbA

One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 

http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-

envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lxn55Tc

As Oklahoma Capitol crumbles, lawmakers continue to dismiss bond issue as

solution 

http://newsok.com/as-oklahoma-capitol-crumbles-lawmakers-continue-to-dismiss-

bond-issue-as-solution/article/3713560#ixzz27lxtoer7

Obamacare promises defy real-world trends

http://newsok.com/obamacare-promises-defy-real-world-trends/article/3713559

Compassion helps make Oklahoma's top teacher shine

http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-

shine/article/3713286

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate panel grills veterans centers heads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN380774

 

Higher-security beds for Oklahoma's juvenile offenders discussed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191

 

Report: Many Oklahomans would lose health care under Romney plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A9_MoreOk728688

 

City Council approves Vision2 plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860

 

NATO rebuilding partner operations with Afghans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A5_WASHIN277937

 

Romney blasts military cuts; Obama talks jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A7_CUTLIN755941

 

A third of public fears police use of drones

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A7_ULNShs667863

 

Grief greets Stillwater students returning to class after peer's suicide

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120928_12_A1_CUTLIN693155

 

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at OU

event

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120928_12_0_NORMAN537069

 

Christian group sues Oklahoma City over right to preach in Bricktown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120928_18_0_OKLAHO622476

 

Grand jury indicts former Windstream employee in Broken Arrow schools-Sisney

case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A9_Oklaho875003

 

Broken Arrow district opens Highland Park, first school built with '09 bonds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A9_CUTLIN835647
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Minister's petition asks Hobby Lobby to drop Affordable Care Act lawsuit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A12_OKLAHO684587

 

ACLU appeals judge's denial of name change for sex-change patient

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A16_OKLAHO698096

 

Oklahoma described as prime destination in human trafficking

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A16_OKLAHO800458

 

Tulsa County sheriff's officers obtain new DNA sample in Blanchard disappearance

case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_11_0_OKLAHO734083

 

School grade cards to be released Oct. 8

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A1_CUTLIN809585

 

Case dismissed in Tulsa against man who spent 16 years in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120928_14_A9_CUTLIN630343

 

Claremore VFW to honor lost vets' families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_11_A5_CLAREM734278

 

Washington Irving's 1832 Keystone forest encampment to be re-enacted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_82_A11_CUTLIN465671

 

White House LGBT liaison addresses Oklahomans for Equality

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_11_A16_ULNSih318992

 

Money talks and education will listen

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516

 

Rating system for justices overrated

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Agroup540633
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www.journalrecord.com

Testimony: Staff turnover high at veterans centersTestimony: Staff turnover high at

veterans centers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-

centers-capitol/

 

Okla. woman shares human trafficking story

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/okla-woman-shares-human-trafficking-story-

capitol/

 

State to start monitoring groundwater

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/state-groundwater-monitoring-system-is-a-step-

in-the-right-directoin-capitol/

 

Local minister tried to deliver petitions opposing stance on pills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/protesting-pastor-asked-to-leave-hobby-lobby-

hq-law/

 

ACLU appeals Graves’ decision to deny name change

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aclu-appeals-graves-decision-to-deny-name-

change-law/

 

Homebuilder, mortgage broker charged with fraud

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/homebuilder-mortgage-broker-charged-with-

fraud-law/

 

Former Windstream official charged with perjury

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/former-windstream-official-charged-with-perjury-

law/

 

Possible end of price compensation program poses worries for dairy farmers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/possible-end-of-price-compensation-program-

poses-worries-for-dairy-farmers-general-news/

 

Experts: Presidential election giving economy slight boost

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/experts-presidential-election-giving-economy-

slight-boost-general-news/

 

Data suggest U.S. economy growing only modestly

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/data-suggest-u-s-economy-growing-only-

modestly-general-news/

 

Stocks finally snap a losing streak

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/stocks-finally-snap-a-losing-streak-finance/

 

Rate on 30-year mortgage hits record low 3.40 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-low-3-40-
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pct-real-estate/

 

Oil gains almost $2, biggest gain since Aug.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/oil-gains-almost-2-biggest-gain-since-aug-

energy/

 

Aerospace history lands in Tulsa: Museum features vintage World War II bomber

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aerospace-history-lands-in-tulsa-museum-

features-vintage-world-war-ii-bomber-aerospace/

 

EU wants $12B a year from U.S. over Boeing aid

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/eu-wants-12b-a-year-from-u-s-over-boeing-aid-

aerospace/

 

Fourth Reading: It’s time to ask tough questions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/fourth-reading-its-time-to-ask-tough-questions-

opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Enid hosting kite convention

 

Pastors protest Hobby Lobby about pill
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
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http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 28, 2012
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma schools to receive A-F grades Oct. 8 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-to-receive-a-f-grades-oct.-

8/article/3713629#ixzz27ltOIhX6

Oklahoma state superintendent offers support to Stillwater

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-superintendent-offers-support-to-

stillwater/article/3713641?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

University of Central Oklahoma launches $40 million fundraising campaign 

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-launches-40-million-fundraising-

campaign/article/3713238#ixzz27lu5owM3

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at

University of Oklahoma event

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-

crowley-says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27luEqMff

Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-

oklahoma/article/3713633

 

Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-

oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lvLSlsZ

Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-

contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lvS33AW

Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 

http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-

told/article/3713729#ixzz27lvXquah

Mitt Romney calls for bigger military, while President Barack Obama touts ending

wars 

http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-

obama-touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lvrnWPc

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks juvenile vocational training

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-seeks-juvenile-vocational-
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training/article/3713515

Oklahoma City MAPS board approves sidewalks plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-maps-board-approves-sidewalks-

plan/article/3713611?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Stocks lower, still set for third-quarter gains

http://newsok.com/stocks-lower-still-set-for-third-quarter-gains/article/feed/440892

Higher gas costs push US consumer spending up 

http://newsok.com/higher-gas-costs-push-us-consumer-spending-

up/article/feed/440865#ixzz27lwz9DU2

FDA warning public of risks of online pharmacies 

http://newsok.com/fda-warning-public-of-risks-of-online-

pharmacies/article/feed/440828#ixzz27lx5t6R3

US Postal Service to default on second $5B payment 

http://newsok.com/us-postal-service-to-default-on-second-5b-

payment/article/feed/440781#ixzz27lxH4D5H

New data, but not much new in Wyo. fracking study 

http://newsok.com/new-data-but-not-much-new-in-wyo.-fracking-

study/article/feed/440150#ixzz27lxZ8xbA

One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 

http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-

envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lxn55Tc

As Oklahoma Capitol crumbles, lawmakers continue to dismiss bond issue as

solution 

http://newsok.com/as-oklahoma-capitol-crumbles-lawmakers-continue-to-dismiss-

bond-issue-as-solution/article/3713560#ixzz27lxtoer7

Obamacare promises defy real-world trends

http://newsok.com/obamacare-promises-defy-real-world-trends/article/3713559

Compassion helps make Oklahoma's top teacher shine

http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-

shine/article/3713286

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate panel grills veterans centers heads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Higher-security beds for Oklahoma's juvenile offenders discussed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191

 

Report: Many Oklahomans would lose health care under Romney plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A9_MoreOk728688

 

City Council approves Vision2 plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860

 

NATO rebuilding partner operations with Afghans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A5_WASHIN277937

 

Romney blasts military cuts; Obama talks jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A7_CUTLIN755941

 

A third of public fears police use of drones

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120928_13_A7_ULNShs667863

 

Grief greets Stillwater students returning to class after peer's suicide

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120928_12_A1_CUTLIN693155

 

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at OU

event

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120928_12_0_NORMAN537069

 

Christian group sues Oklahoma City over right to preach in Bricktown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120928_18_0_OKLAHO622476

 

Grand jury indicts former Windstream employee in Broken Arrow schools-Sisney

case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A9_Oklaho875003

 

Broken Arrow district opens Highland Park, first school built with '09 bonds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A9_CUTLIN835647
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Minister's petition asks Hobby Lobby to drop Affordable Care Act lawsuit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A12_OKLAHO684587

 

ACLU appeals judge's denial of name change for sex-change patient
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A16_OKLAHO698096

 

Oklahoma described as prime destination in human trafficking
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_12_A16_OKLAHO800458

 

Tulsa County sheriff's officers obtain new DNA sample in Blanchard disappearance

case
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_11_0_OKLAHO734083

 

School grade cards to be released Oct. 8
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Case dismissed in Tulsa against man who spent 16 years in prison
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Claremore VFW to honor lost vets' families
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Washington Irving's 1832 Keystone forest encampment to be re-enacted
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White House LGBT liaison addresses Oklahomans for Equality
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_11_A16_ULNSih318992

 

Money talks and education will listen

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516

 

Rating system for justices overrated
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Agroup540633

 
 

The Journal Record 
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Senate GOP Agenda Press Conference
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 3:20:00 PM

Let me know if you have anything that I left out.
 
Opening Statement by President Bingman:  We made tremendous progress last
session that has helped create a pro-growth and pro-jobs environment.  We are
seeking a smaller, simpler and smarter government while protecting our core
services.  In order to move the state forward we must create good jobs.
 
 
Sen. Brinkley on Jobs and Economy:
 
Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority of the Senate GOPs and
we have been presented with a unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by
taking a thoughtful and aggressive approach on reduction of the state’s
income tax.  We plan on broadening the tax base, while protecting the core
gov. services. 
 
Identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits. Will consider the
recommendations made by the task force. 
 
Reduce and repeal the burdensome state regulations which hurt job growth. 
Will also oppose the overreaching federal regulations.
 
The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue
to work on that.
 
Senator Ford on education:
 
1) We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified
by keeping the promises we made to the teachers. It is important to have
quality teachers in the classroom.
 
2) We will work on the quality of types of education while promoting greater
parental choice in education. With various types of educational alternatives
being utilized we must make sure that the different alternatives are the best
product we can offer.
 
3) We must increase the number of well educated individuals with college
degrees, advanced degrees, and industrial certifications. We must make sure
that students and families have the necessary education to fill the jobs that
will move the state forward.  
 
Senator Crain on Health and Human Services:
 
Senate GOP will continue to protect the quality of life for the unprotected.
We will continue to protect and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to
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address the challenges involved in reducing the infant mortality rate.
 
The Senate GOP will also find solutions to address the shortage of doctors
and health care professionals in undeserved areas throughout Oklahoma.
 
Senate GOPs opposes ObamaCare (PPACA) but we recognize that it is the law of
the land and we will continue to find Oklahoma alternatives.
 
We will continue to find ways to reintegrate our returning War Veterans into
the work force through job placement programs and the expansion of VA
programs.
 
Senator Barrington on Public Safety: 
 
The Senate GOP Caucus recognizes that Public Safety is a core service of the
government and we will seek to improve public safety through the following:
 

1)   Protect the families and children of Oklahoma from violence by being
more tough on crime;

2)  We will support alternative and effective approaches to incarceration
through programs such as: drug courts and veteran’s courts;

3)   We will also combat the manufacture and the distribution of illegal
drugs. 

 
Senator Jolley on Government:
 

1)   We believe in limited government through the continual efforts of
modernizing the government and by reducing the scope of the Oklahoma
Government.  We need to make sure that the government is not imposing
into the lives of the people too much.

2)   We will revisit Oklahoma water plans by thoughtfully debating programs
to make sure that the needs of all citizens in Oklahoma are met.

3)   Senate GOP Caucus believes that it is important to maintain all state
properties and assets as they all belong to the people of Oklahoma and
they deserve to have the best buildings. 

 
Senator Stanislawski on Transportation Infrastructure:
 
Senate GOP Caucus is not happy that Oklahoma constantly is near the bottom of
the list re: best highways and interstates in the nation.  We will continue
to be committed to ODOT’s 8 year plan.
 
Q&A:
 
The Senate Agenda seems very similar to Governor Fallin’s Agenda, would you
agree?
-President Bingman:  There are similarities as we are pro-growth, pro-jobs,
etc.
 
Regarding the Health Exchange Regular Mandates:
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-Senator Stanislawski chaired a task force this summer and we will give it a
sincere and hard look when considering legislation that we pass.
 
Senator Brinkley,  what did you mention when you mentioned broadening the tax
base?  Did you mean that there would be a tax increase?
-Senator Brinkley:  Our agenda would never include any items that would raise
taxes.  By broadening the tax base, I simply meant that by increasing the
quantity of jobs in Oklahoma would result in more money from taxes being
raised. 
 
What about online taxes?
-That all depends on what Congress does.
 
Would the removal of the newspaper tax exemption be considered a tax
increase?
 
Senator Bingman:  We plan on reviewing all tax credits.
 
Do you see a problem with cutting different education programs creating
larger classroom sizes?
-Senator Jolley:  There is a difference between cuts and efficiency…by cutting
certain programs, we save money, which will be pumped back into the class
rooms.
 
I missed the DHS question.
 
Senator Jolley:  More efficiency does not mean we will cut more programs. 
Unlike DC we are unable to print money…we have to live within our means.
 
Questions re: efficiencies in higher education.
 
Senator Jolley:  What Governor Fallin proposed yesterday we believe came from
discussions that we had last session.  Also, UCO and OSU have saved lots of
money through energy efficiency. We must be stewards of the taxpayers.
 
Senator Halligan:  My assessment is we have great jobs in Oklahoma, but we
don’t have an educated workforce.  Energy efficiency similar to what has
taken place at OSU and UCO will be moved around the state.
 
Is Governor Fallin’s billion dollar budget for the tax reduction realistic?
Senator Brinkley:  We are excited to work with Governor Fallin’s office, but
our plan is revenue neutral.  We have plenty of time to work out a solution
to do what is best for the tax payers.
 
President Bingman closed with: “We are faced with many challenges, but we
view that as opportunity.”
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Senate GOP Agenda Press Conference
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 3:20:00 PM

Let me know if you have anything that I left out.
 
Opening Statement by President Bingman:  We made tremendous progress last
session that has helped create a pro-growth and pro-jobs environment.  We are
seeking a smaller, simpler and smarter government while protecting our core
services.  In order to move the state forward we must create good jobs.
 
 
Sen. Brinkley on Jobs and Economy:
 
Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority of the Senate GOPs and
we have been presented with a unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by
taking a thoughtful and aggressive approach on reduction of the state’s
income tax.  We plan on broadening the tax base, while protecting the core
gov. services. 
 
Identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits. Will consider the
recommendations made by the task force. 
 
Reduce and repeal the burdensome state regulations which hurt job growth. 
Will also oppose the overreaching federal regulations.
 
The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue
to work on that.
 
Senator Ford on education:
 
1) We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified
by keeping the promises we made to the teachers. It is important to have
quality teachers in the classroom.
 
2) We will work on the quality of types of education while promoting greater
parental choice in education. With various types of educational alternatives
being utilized we must make sure that the different alternatives are the best
product we can offer.
 
3) We must increase the number of well educated individuals with college
degrees, advanced degrees, and industrial certifications. We must make sure
that students and families have the necessary education to fill the jobs that
will move the state forward.  
 
Senator Crain on Health and Human Services:
 
Senate GOP will continue to protect the quality of life for the unprotected.
We will continue to protect and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to
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address the challenges involved in reducing the infant mortality rate.
 
The Senate GOP will also find solutions to address the shortage of doctors
and health care professionals in undeserved areas throughout Oklahoma.
 
Senate GOPs opposes ObamaCare (PPACA) but we recognize that it is the law of
the land and we will continue to find Oklahoma alternatives.
 
We will continue to find ways to reintegrate our returning War Veterans into
the work force through job placement programs and the expansion of VA
programs.
 
Senator Barrington on Public Safety: 
 
The Senate GOP Caucus recognizes that Public Safety is a core service of the
government and we will seek to improve public safety through the following:
 

1)   Protect the families and children of Oklahoma from violence by being
more tough on crime;

2)  We will support alternative and effective approaches to incarceration
through programs such as: drug courts and veteran’s courts;

3)   We will also combat the manufacture and the distribution of illegal
drugs. 

 
Senator Jolley on Government:
 

1)   We believe in limited government through the continual efforts of
modernizing the government and by reducing the scope of the Oklahoma
Government.  We need to make sure that the government is not imposing
into the lives of the people too much.

2)   We will revisit Oklahoma water plans by thoughtfully debating programs
to make sure that the needs of all citizens in Oklahoma are met.

3)   Senate GOP Caucus believes that it is important to maintain all state
properties and assets as they all belong to the people of Oklahoma and
they deserve to have the best buildings. 

 
Senator Stanislawski on Transportation Infrastructure:
 
Senate GOP Caucus is not happy that Oklahoma constantly is near the bottom of
the list re: best highways and interstates in the nation.  We will continue
to be committed to ODOT’s 8 year plan.
 
Q&A:
 
The Senate Agenda seems very similar to Governor Fallin’s Agenda, would you
agree?
-President Bingman:  There are similarities as we are pro-growth, pro-jobs,
etc.
 
Regarding the Health Exchange Regular Mandates:
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-Senator Stanislawski chaired a task force this summer and we will give it a
sincere and hard look when considering legislation that we pass.
 
Senator Brinkley,  what did you mention when you mentioned broadening the tax
base?  Did you mean that there would be a tax increase?
-Senator Brinkley:  Our agenda would never include any items that would raise
taxes.  By broadening the tax base, I simply meant that by increasing the
quantity of jobs in Oklahoma would result in more money from taxes being
raised. 
 
What about online taxes?
-That all depends on what Congress does.
 
Would the removal of the newspaper tax exemption be considered a tax
increase?
 
Senator Bingman:  We plan on reviewing all tax credits.
 
Do you see a problem with cutting different education programs creating
larger classroom sizes?
-Senator Jolley:  There is a difference between cuts and efficiency…by cutting
certain programs, we save money, which will be pumped back into the class
rooms.
 
I missed the DHS question.
 
Senator Jolley:  More efficiency does not mean we will cut more programs. 
Unlike DC we are unable to print money…we have to live within our means.
 
Questions re: efficiencies in higher education.
 
Senator Jolley:  What Governor Fallin proposed yesterday we believe came from
discussions that we had last session.  Also, UCO and OSU have saved lots of
money through energy efficiency. We must be stewards of the taxpayers.
 
Senator Halligan:  My assessment is we have great jobs in Oklahoma, but we
don’t have an educated workforce.  Energy efficiency similar to what has
taken place at OSU and UCO will be moved around the state.
 
Is Governor Fallin’s billion dollar budget for the tax reduction realistic?
Senator Brinkley:  We are excited to work with Governor Fallin’s office, but
our plan is revenue neutral.  We have plenty of time to work out a solution
to do what is best for the tax payers.
 
President Bingman closed with: “We are faced with many challenges, but we
view that as opportunity.”
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November 19, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                                                     
405.521.5605
atkins@oksenate.gov
                                               

Pro Tem Brian Bingman Statement on Healthcare
Exchange and Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY—Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman released the following
statement Monday in response to Governor Mary Fallin’s announcement that Oklahoma will
not engage in the formation of a state-based healthcare exchange or pursue an expansion of
Medicaid under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act:
 
“Oklahomans simply do not want anything to do with Obamacare, and Senate Republicans
stand firmly with Governor Fallin in rejecting it,” said Bingman, R-Sapulpa. “We want real,
conservative solutions to the rising cost of healthcare—we want to make care more
accessible, more affordable, and easier to obtain.  I continue to believe Obamacare will fall
short of accomplishing these goals—but it will certainly accomplish one of President
Obama’s goals: to grow government and redefine its size, scope, and reach into the lives of
our fellow Oklahomans.
 
“Senate Republicans have welcomed conservative solutions, but a state-run exchange, one
that is ‘compliant’ with Obamacare’s mandates and supervised by Washington bureaucrats,
would be ‘state-run’ in name only. On behalf of the Senate Republican caucus, I want to
commend Governor Fallin for recognizing that the hard-earned tax dollars of Oklahomans
should not go toward another new government program in the form of a vehicle for
implementing a law our citizens have soundly, firmly, and unquestionably rejected.
 
“Moreover, Senate Republicans stand with Governor Fallin in rejecting President Obama’s
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expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.  We can’t afford it—plain and simple
—and it will do more harm than good in the long run by shifting unsustainable, massive costs
to the states.  If you believe, as most Oklahomans do, that the federal government simply
can’t help itself from driving the car at full speed off a fiscal cliff, you must treat any Obama
Administration promise to keep up their end of a bargain with a healthy dose of Reaganesque
skepticism.
 
“We cannot support making Oklahoma more reliant on federal dollars, nor can we support
growing our $16 trillion national debt to fund an unsustainable entitlement expansion. Our
caucus stands united in this.  We are unified, as well, in our support for Attorney General
Scott Pruitt’s continued court challenge of Obamacare.  We believe the fight against
Obamacare is a 12-round match—we still have several rounds to go, as General Pruitt’s
lawsuit is founded on different Constitutional questions than the already decided legal
challenges—and Senate Republicans are committed to ‘going the distance’ on behalf of
Oklahomans.
 
“But, it isn’t enough to reject Obamacare—we know the cost of healthcare is rising, and we
know Oklahoma faces unique challenges in public health.  For this reason, Senate
Republicans remain committed to truly state-based ideas and common-sense, conservative
solutions.  We will continue to look at reforms to Medicaid and continue to explore avenues
to deliver affordable coverage to every Oklahoman regardless of individual circumstances.”

 
###
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Senate District 36

Chair, Retirement and Insurance
 

July 10, 2012
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Senator Bill Brown
State Capitol: (405) 521-5602
Email: brownb@oksenate.gov
  
 

Brown urges Governor to halt implementation of
Obamacare

 
 

            OKLAHOMA CITY- Sen. Bill Brown, Chair of the Senate Committee on Retirement
and Insurance, on Monday called upon Gov. Fallin to stand with other governors who have
announced their refusal to implement the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) following the Supreme Court’s recent ruling. 
            Calling the decision a blow to individual liberty and free markets, Brown said the
state must refuse the expansion of Medicaid and federally-run market exchanges.   Brown
referenced Medicare as an example of the government’s tendency to underestimate the cost
of its far-reaching programs.
            “It is a moral imperative that state leaders do everything in their power to halt the
implementation of a program that strikes at the heart of our founding principles,” said Brown,
R-Broken Arrow.  “Medicare began in 1965 with a cost of $3 billion a year – that doubled
every four years until 1980.  In 2010, its cost was $523 billion, and now the Congressional
Budget Office estimates that by 2020 the cost will be $932 billion.”
            “The government has projected the cost of Obamacare will start at $1 trillion each
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year, which is obviously not a realistic assessment, and it will only get more expensive.”
            At its inception, Brown added, the House Ways and Means Committee estimated
Medicare would cost $12 billion yearly by 1990.  Medicare expenditures totaled $107 billion
in 1990.
            Brown noted that prior to the Court’s ruling, the so-called penalty was to be justified
under the Commerce Clause.  Sixty votes would have been needed to repeal the law in the
U.S. Senate, a virtual impossibility.  Now that the Court has ruled the penalty a tax, Brown
added, the law could be overturned with just 51 votes.
            “Repeal of this law is a real possibility, and it needs to be the rallying cry for those
who value our constitutional freedoms,” Brown said.  “Oklahoma must join those states
which have refused to implement any part of the Act, including Medicaid provisions and the
Exchange program while repeal efforts are alive.  I call on Gov. Fallin to stand with
governors in other states and join the vital effort to resist and repeal this extraordinary federal
power grab.”

-30-
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Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
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Oklahoma State Senate


Communications Division


State Capitol


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105


For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare


State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal health care law.


“Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial burden that it will place on taxpayers.”



Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.


“In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”


“We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Patrick Anderson


405-521-5630






regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630
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Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release: June 28, 2012

Newberry comments on Supreme Court ruling on
health care

 
Sen. Dan Newberry today issued the following statement following the Supreme Court’s
decision to uphold the Affordable Care Act:
 
“The Supreme Court’s ruling is an extraordinary disappointment, but it provides the public
with valuable information about Obamacare. Today’s ruling lays bare the deception of the
Obama administration in assuring the public that the Affordable Health Care Act was not a
massive tax increase.  This is an extraordinary fraud – if presented to the American people as
the huge tax increase it really is, the proposal would have been overwhelmingly rejected. 
 
“Despite the Court’s ruling, there is no question Obamacare remains terrible policy.  The law
diminishes individual liberty, broadens the authority of the federal government and marks an
expansion of the welfare state. 
 
“Now, more than ever, we need leaders who will step forward and repeal the law, replacing it
with a health care solution that will protect the doctor-patient relationship, restore freedom of
choice and encourage competition.  Now that the Court has clarified that the proposal’s
funding mechanism is a massive new tax, my hope is that the American people will demand
strong leadership to advance a repeal of the law.”
 

– END –
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June 28, 2012
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nathan Atkins                                                                                                     
405.521.5605
atkins@oksenate.gov
 
                                               

Pro Tem Bingman statement on Supreme Court ruling upholding
ObamaCare

 
OKLAHOMA CITY-- Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, released the
statement below following the Supreme Court announcement on the president's health care
law:
“The Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the president’s health care law is not only
disappointing—but frankly, it makes no sense.  Oklahomans simply do not believe it is
constitutional for the government to force individuals to purchase a private product, period. 
What Oklahomans want is conservative, common-sense health care reform to lower the cost
of care using free-market principles.  They want to protect the doctor-patient relationship and
make sure we have access to the care we need.  Worse yet, the president’s health care law
will continue undermining this fragile Obama economy by driving up health care costs and
squeezing the job creators in Oklahoma and around the country.  We must turn our focus
toward November and elect leaders who will repeal and replace ObamaCare.”

 - 30 -
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March 8, 2012
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Nathan Atkins                                                                      John Estus                                                                            
405.521.5605                                                                       405.962.7674 desk, 405.706.0084 cell          
atkins@oksenate.gov                                                         john.estus@okhouse.gov
 
                                               

SB 1629 is on hold pending Supreme Court action
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Legislature will wait until after the U.S. Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the federal
health care law before proceeding with Senate Bill 1629, legislators announced Thursday.
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this summer, perhaps as early as June, on a legal challenge brought by several
states alleging the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is unconstitutional.
 
Should the high court overturn the law, the possibility exists that health insurance exchanges would not be necessary. And
should the high court uphold the federal law, nuances within the majority opinion could help legislators craft the most
effective Oklahoma-based marketplace possible to defend against the imposition of a federal exchange.
 
Given these dynamics, legislative leaders and the chairmen of the Joint Committee of Federal Health Care Law have opted to
wait until the outcome of the Supreme Court proceedings before moving further forward with SB 1629. If the court upholds
the law, the Legislature is already prepared to continue defending against federal intervention into the Oklahoma health care
market.
 
“There are many common-sense solutions conservatives can agree on to lower the cost of healthcare, expand access and
choices to more individuals, and increase the quality of our care – all through tried-and-true principles of the free market,”
said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law.
 
“These are ideas worth pursuing, and we eagerly await the Supreme Court’s repeal of ObamaCare so we can begin the very
serious business of addressing our healthcare challenges with solutions that expand freedom instead of government,”
Stanislawski said.
 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law met five times throughout the interim to determine the effect the law will
have on Oklahoma. Among its recommendations was to craft a state-based marketplace in order to prevent the federal
government from imposing a federal exchange in Oklahoma.
 
“If the court doesn’t reject this law as we hope, developing a state-based exchange remains our best defense against unwanted
federal intervention,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, the committee’s other co-chairman. “We think we have fashioned a
good plan. We are willing to wait to ensure we have the best possible solution to protect Oklahoma from federal intervention.”
 
Legislative leaders supported the committee co-chairmen’s decision.
 
“Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to block ObamaCare in Oklahoma. When President Obama
rammed through a trillion dollar unconstitutional assault on the healthcare freedom of Oklahomans, he proved his values are
fundamentally at odds with ours,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa. “The fight to preserve
healthcare freedom is far from over.”
 
“Developing a state-based solution has always been and remains the best, most realistic way to defend against a federal
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exchange. The reality is we’re not yet at the point where we absolutely have to deploy that defense,” said House Speaker Kris
Steele, R-Shawnee. “Should the time come, we’ll be prepared to act thanks to the groundwork the committee has laid for us.”
 

- 30 -
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Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
February 22, 2012

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Sen. Gary Stanislawski            Rep. Glen Mulready                                                   
405.521.5624                          405.521.2771                                                 
stanislawski@oksenate.gov     glen.mulready@okhouse.gov             
 

Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law
delivers final report

 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law delivered its final report to legislative

leadership today after spending the legislative interim studying the federal Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and the effect it will have on Oklahoma.

“Our committee did a lot of tough work digging into the Oklahoma-specific implications of
this law. Whether we like it or not, this flawed federal law is going to have a very real impact on
Oklahoma’s health care system,” said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, a Tulsa Republican and co-chairman
of the committee. “While we didn’t like everything we found, we were encouraged that we do
have options as a state to head off some of this law’s harmful mandates so we can keep as much of
our health care system as possible under the market’s control.”

“The only true way to overturn this law is through the courts, which Oklahoma and other
states are already pursuing, and at the ballot box, where we hope Republicans are victorious in the
presidential election in November. Since neither of those options are guarantees, we must be
proactive in the event that those outcomes don’t materialize,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, a Tulsa
Republican and co-chairman of the committee. “As the elected leaders of this state, we must
protect Oklahoma’s best interests rather than burying our heads in the sand. That’s why our
committee has worked diligently to find proactive, protective ways for Oklahoma to address this
law.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, and House Speaker Kris Steele,
R-Shawnee, formed the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law near the conclusion of the
2011 legislative session. Beginning in September, the committee held five public meetings and
received testimony from dozens of experts from the public and private sectors. The report includes
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a synopsis of information presented at those meetings and resulting recommendations from the
committee.

“We hope our report proves useful to the Legislature and that our colleagues give these
issues the careful attention our committee did,” Mulready said.

The committee has established a clearinghouse website, www.okhealthcare.info, for
convenient public access to video and audio recorded committee meetings as well as an electronic
copy of the final committee report.

Stanislawski added: “I would like to commend my fellow committee members for taking
on a complex topic and working toward solutions that are in Oklahoma’s best interest. We brought
the public and private sectors together to develop fact-based options for Oklahoma to consider as
we tackle this new federal law.”

The committee’s final report (attached) recommends that Oklahoma: Continue to fight the
federal health care law in court; better educate the public about ways to improve their health;
prepare for a dramatic expansion of Medicaid eligibility due to PPACA; begin developing a
market-based state health insurance exchange in order to prevent imposition of a federal exchange
in Oklahoma; form a permanent legislative committee to monitor issues related to the federal
health care law; and increase medical residency programs in order to address current and future
doctor shortages – particularly in rural areas.

Regarding health insurance exchanges, the report recommends Oklahoma begin taking
steps to implement a state-based, free market health insurance exchange.  The recommended
exchange is similar to the one in development by the state of Utah since before PPACA’s
existence. Utah’s exchange model was recommended to the committee by U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn. 
The recommended Oklahoma exchange would be housed in Insure Oklahoma, which would be
spun off from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority and turned into a public trust.

“Beginning development of our own state-based, free market exchange is clearly the best
way to stop the federal government from barging into Oklahoma to build a highly-regulated, anti-
free market federal exchange we don’t want or need. The last thing any state needs is a
government health care takeover,” Stanislawski said.

Under PPACA, states must have a framework for an exchange in place by Jan. 1, 2013 or
the federal government will begin setting up a federal exchange in the state to be operational by
January 2014. Health insurance exchanges are online marketplaces where businesses and
consumers can shop for health insurance.

“Working toward a state exchange is the most realistic step Oklahoma can take to prevent
an unwanted federal takeover in our health care system and insurance markets,” Mulready said.
“This would be an Oklahoma exchange run by Oklahomans the way Oklahomans want it run. It

would have no federal hands on it whatsoever. If you’re opposed to the federal health care law, you
should be for this state-based exchange because it is the most defensive position we can take to

prevent Barack Obama’s team from coming in and imposing their own exchange upon Oklahoma.
We know Oklahomans can serve Oklahomans far better than Barack Obama.”

-END-
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Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

405-521-5774
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012
 

Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance
Commissioner

 
 

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to criticism of Oklahoma
Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma Senate Democrats.
 
“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to President
Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans are being discussed, it is
important to remember that many Democrats don’t actually want the private health care
system to succeed, and so the failures they’ve created in the health insurance market are as
much by design as by mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat
created failure.
 
“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of utopian
healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance cannot be conducted
profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable of operating profitably in the
healthcare market, and only the government will be willing to operate in the market at a loss. 
At that point the Democrats will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of
completely socializing healthcare in America.
 
“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject the attempt of
Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s healthcare system.  Commissioner
Doak has a track record of finding free market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m
confident he’ll be able to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma
without the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.”
 
For more information, contact:
Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557

 
-END-
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Oklahoma State Senate


Communications Division


State Capitol


Oklahoma City, OK 73105


405-521-5774


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012


Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance Commissioner

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to criticism of Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma Senate Democrats.

“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to President Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans are being discussed, it is important to remember that many Democrats don’t actually want the private health care system to succeed, and so the failures they’ve created in the health insurance market are as much by design as by mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat created failure.

“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of utopian healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance cannot be conducted profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable of operating profitably in the healthcare market, and only the government will be willing to operate in the market at a loss.  At that point the Democrats will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of completely socializing healthcare in America. 


“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject the attempt of Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s healthcare system.  Commissioner Doak has a track record of finding free market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m confident he’ll be able to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma without the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557

-END-
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a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
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Feeders! 

 
What is it About Ron Paul?

by Ms. P.M.
 
In the scheme of things I have come to understand that there are times when I
am in a situation where I can learn something.   All I have to do is look at it
with an open mind and by doing that I also understand that somehow I was
guided into that opportunity.
 
That experience happened at the Ron Paul event at the Capitol on the 25th and
I walked away with truly knowing this man is exactly what our broken and
bruised country needs.
 
The first thing I noticed was he is not polished.   That in itself is a refreshing
change from any other candidate in this race towards a new Presidency.   When
I see a man unafraid to be who he really is, I am impressed.     What I heard
came from his heart.   Standing there with sneakers and jeans I observed a
humble man and my perception of his message was only to help the United
States and its people get back on track by following our Constitution.   He would
have fit in well with our Founders.   What I felt as I watched and listened was a
truthfulness that is and has been lacking in this Country for a very long time.   I
simply trust this man.   He is a person of the people and I have no doubt he
loves this Country as much as I do.
 
Some things I know.   If he were a one line zinger like Newt,  a polished
"presidential looker" like Mitt there would be no doubt as to the people’s
choice.   I look at his record.   He is the only candidate that follows our
Constitution 100%, all the time, so I ask you... how important is this issue?   If
anyone thinks a little unconstitutional is ok, then prepare for more of the same. 
 The iron fist of government will continue to slap you in the face, maybe a little
less often but the end result will be the same.   It is obvious to me that our
freedom and liberty has been chipped away in the name of protecting us for a
very long time.  Ron Paul will not protect you from you, that is your
responsibility and any great leader would know this.   Why is he the only one
that practices these principles? Are we so lost or lazy to not know?   Are we so
filled with apathy that we cannot be bothered with the choices required to make
the decisions that will benefit every American citizen?   He will protect our
Country and its people by the laws set up through the Constitution and Bill of
Rights and always stand with the people.
 
Mr. Paul made a statement that scared the Hell out of me and that was we are
no longer a Republic.   I thought about this and he is 100% correct.   Look at
the laws being passed with the all inclusive infringements from our government
both state and federal.   This does not represent a Republic. I see the
government as picking winners and losers.   How many people do you know
that are willing to give away what they have struggled to earn and budget to
pay for by living within their means? 
 
I am no rocket scientist but there is no doubt in my mind that I am willing to
fight for freedom and liberty until I suck my last breath.   What will our Country
look like if we give up?  Think about it.
 
Ron Paul is every bit as smart as our Founders, he gets it.   He isn't suave with
the language but facts are facts and he knows them.   I truly hope America will
wake up and join the Revolution.   Your happiness, family and prosperity is at
stake.   He is consistent on all issues and beliefs, in my opinion, that America
will prosper as long as government is kept in its true place.
 
Another part of the Ron Paul story is the amazing dedication of his followers. 
These are young and enthusiastic volunteers that clearly love Ron Paul,
something I’ve not seen ever in my life.  These young men and women care
deeply about liberty and they support Dr. Paul with enormous amounts of time
and money.  When Al  told us he was going to get reinforcements, that the Ron
Paul people share the same values, and that if we supported them then they
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would help us in the future, none of us knew what to think.   All I know from
watching the reaction of the crowd is that these are people who need some
training but once they learn the ropes they are going to be a force to be
reckoned with.   The RINO legislature’s worst nightmare is to see Al Gerhart and
the Ron Paul people join forces and on Saturday I believe I saw that coming.
 
Ron Paul is what he is with no apologies.   I see a man small in stature but it
ends there.   If others would follow his difficult path in protecting the United
States with all their might, we will be able to throw the crutches of social
engineering away.   It is time for the right choice for the right reason.   My
heart aches for America and I won't give up before the miracle happens.   I am
but one person willing to fight for liberty, freedom and justice for all. 
 
 I am glad I am on that side, won't you join me?
 
 Vote for Ron Paul on March 6th
 
 
 
 

 
Oklahoma Recyclable Container Initiative

SB-1162, Senator Bingman
Ms. D.B.

 
Looks like even the street people are going to start feeling the squeeze as the
state starts moving in on the recycle gig.   Bill 1162(ORCI) was introduced to
establish a recycling initiative here in our state.   In doing so it was felt
necessary for the Department of Environment Quality to appoint a specific
group with The Director of Environment as Chair person.  There is not a specific
number of people, but the people that agree to do it are on a volunteer basis.   
 
The people of Okla. Recycle Container Incentive ORCI would be given the task
of setting things  in motion the hands on, while the Director would manage
meeting as needed.   The recycling of containers has been found to be much in
demand in which the demand exceeds supply.   The market is also a growing
one that has become quite competitive.   The legislation finds that this is
something that would benefit the state both environmentally and financially. 
 Implementing the ORCI would enter Okla. into that demand and supply public
service which could bring in new jobs.
 
This will give the state a chance to evaluate the return benefit for future
reference.
If proven cost effective it could change the states existing industries by the
handling of solid waste containers in the future.  In pursuit of this service Okla.
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would also benefit with the reduction of litter along with working together with
various interest groups.   This sounds like something that would have a positive
effect on the state.
 
Most large companies have been doing it for years.   I have to wonder though,
if this new agenda is believed to be a cost effective program why are they not
willing to pay the people doing it?   And, what kind of pay increase will the
Director of Environment be receiving for that now and then meeting?   We've
seen it before.   Enquiry minds would like to know.
 
 
 

 
Group Integrity Auditor

SB-1161/ Rep. Stanislawski
By Ms. D.B.

 
 SB 1161 is created to  employ a group of audiors with their job being to audit
Medicare claims for fraud  and errors. Government will expand with there being
one auditor per every 100 million in fund. Each to  be paid  a minimum of
$40,000 a year each. Someone may need to audit Mary Fallicious on her
compulsive hiring of auditors.The Governor has already hired a hand full of new
auditors just to audit the
people of Okla. in general. If she  keeps it up she may have to build all her
auditors  their own building.
 
 In her claims of working to form growth and jobs within our state who knew
she meant only within the legislation. As far as down sizing government, well I
guess that was a a fallacious statement. A Mary Fallacious statement. There is a
word in the title of this new bill that just doesn't fit quite right. Integrity is the
word and it is not a word you will hear in relation to the State at any lunch 
table anywhere.This is a
group of people who have lied,cheated, deceived, and ignored what the people
had to say. They have  completely turned their backs on the people who put
them in those cushy positions.They don't honor  their oath to represent us.
Instead these marsh mellow string puppets walk around spineless waiting for
the next opportunity to take. They stand for absolutely nothing except
themselves.
 
 Ooh that smell. If it smells like greed and it looks like greed , then it is
probably greed.
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Expanding the right to use deadly force    

  
 HB-2988  Rep.Ritze/Russell  
                Ms. D.B.           

This bill introduced by Rep. Ritze and Rep. Russell is just one of the many fire
arm related bills lawmakers have brought forth.  It was passed by the House
Judiciary Committee by a vote of 11-3.Rep.  Ritze has brought forth this bill as
an expansion of the Castle Doctrine to include places of worship.  It's addition
sparked after several threats of violence in places of worship transpired with our
state.  This law states that if you are in a place(church)and you have the legal
right to be there, and are not doing anything illegal then you have the right to
use deadly force in protecting yourself. There has been the discussion on if this
bill was really necessary considering that Oklahoma already has laws that give
citizens the right of protecting themselves such as  "Stand Your Ground", etc.
 
The difference is that with this bill the victim is relieved of the burden of having
to prove they were in danger of their life.  Instead it puts the burden of proof
on the state.  The state would have to prove that you were not in danger.  If a
person has the legal right to be somewhere, and they are not trespassing or
doing anything illegal then the chances are about zero to none that the state
would bring charges against that person who administered the deadly force. 
 
 They could also not be arrested unless there is proof otherwise.   One concern
that has been brought forth is that by adding specific areas a person is limited
to where they are allowed to legally defend themselves.  My understanding is
that this isn't so.   A person still has the same right , but with the Stand My
Ground law the victim has to prove that they were in danger of their life in a
court of law.  The addition of this bill makes it clear that they have the right
absolutely(in a place of worship)and do not have to prove it.
 
After reading over all of the mumbo jumbo I found all very confusing like most
average citizens probably do. The in's and out's and if's and but's are ongoing.
 There is just no way to abide for every circumstance.  In today’s world an act
of violence can pop up anywhere.  You just have to hope that people are going
to have enough sense to use them as intended.  In the event that I am faced
with such circumstance you can b et that I won't be trying to dissect the
ongoing list of my user rights.  I will do what I need to do. Spare me all of the
filler.   My protection and defense is custom made and it's written and
developed for number one. 
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YOUR FREEDOM, YOUR CHOICE

SHOULD YOU BE FORCED TO BUY MEDICAL INSURANCE
OR GO TO JAIL

By R. H.
It seems like every year, more and more of our freedoms and unalienable rights
are being taken away from us.  In 2010, a Democratic controlled Congress,
Senate and White House passed two laws and rammed down the throats of the
American Public what became known as Obama care.  Since that time many
brave politicians have stepped forward to stop this overreach of power by the
federal government by legal means and legislation known as NULLIFICATION.
House Bill 1276, introduced by Representative Ritze, is such a piece of
legislation.   You can read the bill here.
  
 
It starts out with a very clear and precise statement. The bold emphasis is
mine. “BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OHLAHOMA:”
That tells everyone that this is the decision of the majority of the people of the
state of Oklahoma. This was proven with an overwhelming seventy percent
approval at the polls in 2010.
 
Section 1. NEW LAW In part “A new section of law to be codified in the
Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-124 of Title 63,” This defines a new section of
law and where to find it. It makes it perfectly clear what the intent of this law
is.
 
Para 1: “The people of the several states comprising the United States of
America created the federal government to be their agent for certain
enumerated purposes as set forth in the United States Constitution, and nothing
more;” This paragraph clearly sets out the limits of the federal government.
 
Para 2: “The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution defines the
total scope of federal powers as being those which have been delegated by the
people of the several states to the federal government, and all powers not
delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are
reserved to the states respectively, or the people themselves. Furthermore, as
stated in the Ninth Amendment, The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people; and” This clearly shows the limits of the federal governments powers.
 
Para 3. “The assumption of power that the federal government has made by
enacting the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (Public Law 111-148,
March 23, 2010) and Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010
(Public Law 111-152, March 30, 2010)” is nowhere expressly granted by the
United States Constitution and interferes with the right of the people of the
State of Oklahoma to regulate health care as they see fit.” This is a statement of
fact. Obama care is a one size fits all program and removes any choice for
anyone to have a say in their treatment.
 
Section 2. NEW LAW In part: A new section of law to be codified in Oklahoma
Statutes as Section 1-125 of Title 63,” This defines where to find this new law.
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Para A: “ The Legislature of the State of Oklahoma declares that the federal
laws known as the Patient Protection and Affordable Care act (Public Law 11-
148) and the Health Care Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-
152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning
and intent as given by the founders and ratifies, and are hereby declared to be
invalid in the State of Oklahoma, shall not be recognized by this state, are
specifically rejected by this state, and shall be considered null and void and of
no effect in this state.
 
The makes it very clear. The intent of this law is the nullification of the two
public laws listed above to protect the citizens of the state of Oklahoma. Any
Representative or Senator, who would not support this, is in bed with the
corporations and the Chamber of Commerce who oppose this measure.
 
B. “It shall be the duty of the Legislature of this state to adopt and enact any
and all measures as may be necessary to prevent the enforcement of the
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” and the “Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010” within the limits of this state.” This is a
great section. It spells out the duties of the legislature in, in simple language, as
to what they must do to protect the citizens of Oklahoma from encroachment of
the federal government into the daily and personal lives of Oklahoma Citizens.
 
SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation of the public
peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, by reason
whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage
and approval. Now we all know that I'm no fan of emergency declarations on
bills. I will make an exception on this one. We see changes in regulations on a
daily basis affecting our health care because of Obama care. This needs and
demands immediate attention.
 
This Bill was originally proposed by Representative Ritze. Representatives
Reynolds and Derby have made amendments and signed on as co-authors in
the House. I commend them for their efforts to protect their fellow Oklahomans.
Senator Shortey has co-sponsored the bill in the Senate. Using an old military
term for a job well done, bravo-zulu for your efforts to date. As a citizen and a
patriot, I thank you for your continued efforts to protect my rights.
 
This bill was voted out of the House Judiciary committee on Feb. 22, 2012 with
a vote of 12 yes and 3 no. You can find the actual vote here:
 
 
Thank you those twelve Representatives that voted to send this bill to the floor
of the full house for a vote. I commend you for your courage and your sense of
duty to the Citizens of Oklahoma.
 
Shame on you three who voted no on this matter.  Are you so beholding to the
Chamber of Commerce and the corporate world that you would sell the rights of
the citizens of Oklahoma down the drain just for campaign contributions.   
We have your names.  We are watching, and you will be exposed.
 
 

Urgent
 
Today, Monday Feb 27th, the Senators below are going to vote on Senate Bill
1629 (Author Bingman of Sapulpa) to establish the Obama Care/Fallin Care
 Health Insurance Exchange in Oklahoma.  Call them and light up their world. 
Be polit to the Legislative Assistants that take your  call but be extremely firm. 
Tell them that you will be supporting the Tea Party in finding a candidate to run
against them if they dare to vote for this bill.  Tell them that you will be walking
precincts and knocking on doors long before the filing period and that you will
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support a robo call program with your hard earned money.
 
 
Sen Brian Crain  405-521-5620
Sen Sean Burrage  405-521-5555
Sen Rick Brinkley  405-521-5566
Sen Constance Johnson  405-521-5531
Sen Rob Johnson  405-521-5592
Sen Dan Newberry  405-521-5600
Sen Steve Russell  405-521-5618
Sen Jim Wilson  405-521-5574
 
Sen Brian Bingman  405-521-5528
 
 

 
PICKING WINNERS AND LOSERS

By R. H.
 
Before you comes the opportunity to change the States Constitution that gives
the power to give Tax Credits to industries to attract jobs.  In other words, the
power to pick winners and losers.  This is no better than President Obama and
his Department of Energy giving a half a billion dollars to Solyndra, which had
all the evidence of proving to fail in front of them.  Since when did we grant this
power to or elected officials?  There is a better way.
 
We are talking about HJR 1089.   A bill that as proposed would come before a
vote of the people to modify the states Constitution regarding Tax Credits.  Why
are we giving Tax Credits out in the first place?
 
This bill, as proposed by Speaker Steele and Senator Mazzei, is better suited to
reward the Chamber of Commerce than the citizens of Oklahoma.  
Section 1 simply direct the Secretary of State to refer this mater to a vote of the
people for their approval or rejection. It would be in accordance with Oklahoma
Law, I can't complain about this. Where it goes wrong is it wants to “amend
Section 5A to Article X thereof, to read as follows:
 
Section 5A. A. As used in this section, “tax credit' means a method by which a
person or entity may reduce any state tax liability pursuant to a statutory
authorization allowing tax be reduced either by a percentage or a specific dollar
amount after the applicable tax rate amount has been multiplied by the
applicable tax base amount and which results in a net tax liability after the tax
credit amount has been subtracted from a gross tax liability amount.” Confusing
isn't it.
 
B. Provides a provision for the public to be able to identify those receiving a tax
credit.
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C.  Prevents the legislature from passing any measure that creates or allows to
be created a tax credit that may be transferred to any entity or person. This is a
good thing.
 
D.  “Any tax credit shall provide for the creation of new jobs or the retention of
existing jobs within the State of Oklahoma”.   Retention of existing jobs?  
Doesn’t that mean that every employer could be eligible for the tax credit?
E. This is very confusing. This ole country boy doesn't understand if they are
trying to limit the total tax credit per company, or the total amount the state
can allow?   Can somebody explain this one to me?
F. In part “Any tax credit passed by the Legislature shall contain a date certain
for the termination of the provision”.
 
H. In part “which result in the reduction or potential reduction of state revenue
shall be audited by the State Auditor and Inspector. At least they are trying to
get some control.
 
Section I.  calls for a “detailed fiscal impact statement analyzing the effect of
the tax credit on state revenue and upon the economy of the state”. The report
shall be made available to each member of the applicable chamber at least
twenty-four (24) hours prior to the occurrence of the vote. What is with 24
hours? What is the hurry? Why not 72 hours? Why not post this on line for
public input? Why do you insist on putting the screws to the citizens of
Oklahoma?
 
This bill has some good qualities about it, but it doesn't go far enough. It
literally reeks of Obamanomics trying to pick winners and losers. The best way
to attract business to Oklahoma is to reduce or eliminate the corporate tax rate.
This will do more than any gimmick such as proposed in this bill. This bill is the
results of two RINO Republicans drafting legislation to benefit their friends in
the corporate world and the State Chamber of Commerce. The State of
Oklahoma should not be in the business of picking winners and losers.
 
I have mixed feelings about this bill. I would recommend that amendments be
made to reflect a definite time limit be placed on the tax credits not to exceed
five years. Unless that is done, I cannot recommend this bill for passage. Mr.
Speaker, Senator Mazzei you both need to think about the people of Oklahoma
and not your corporate buddies. Make the changes. The people of Oklahoma
deserve better.
 
 
 

 
What Would "The Duke" Say?
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by Ms P.M.
 
HB 2746 authored by Representative Dan Kirby would strengthen the regulation
of Boxing Matches. You can read the full bill here.
  
Kirby says "This legislation gives the state the ability to better stop these
unsanctioned matches and penalize those who put fighters' lives at risk."   The
bill defines promoters to include any p  erson or entity that produces, stages,
sponsors, organizes or otherwise holds a "combative sports" event. This
legislation would increase the penalties associated with violations.
 
The bill was filed in response to the death of George Clinkscale, a former
University of Tulsa linebacker, who died after participating in an unsanctioned
boxing event at a Tulsa church.
 
Any time you hear the word "regulation" you can be sure we are all in for more
government intrusion. For certain, this was a tragic death but does this justify
more regulation?   I ask, if this accident happened while he were playing
football, would we be reading HB 2746?   I doubt it, at least until some
bureaucrat decided that football should fall into the category of "combative
sports".
 
Sometimes what we choose to do in our everyday life increases our chances of
death.   This is why these tragedies are called "accidents".  More regulation only
adds to the short list of what we can and cannot do and this type of protecting
us from ourselves only leads to more dislike of those there to serve.   There is
no doubt Mr. Clinkscale made a conscious decision to participate in this church
event.   There is no magic wand to wave and when legislatures step into a roll
as if they were the higher power within the universe we end up with more laws
and intrusion.
 
What is next?  Going barefoot is against the law, you just might stub your toe,
get a staph infection, end up in the hospital and they have to cut your foot off.
  Sorry folks, it's the chance you take.
 
 

 
Department of Human Services employees

HB-3051 Rep.Sanders
By Ms. D.B.

This bill has been introduced by Rep. Sanders concerning the Department of
Human Services and the children in their care.  It is the job of the Dept. of
Human Services to oversee these children and to insure them a safe home
environment. It is no secret that they have more than failed with the resent
media reports. In the last 2 years there have been 18 children who have died
while under watch by DHS.  The inexcusable mistakes and mishandling has
resulted in the loss of lives making it apparent that the department  needs more
focus and attention.  
 
  It is tragic that it took the loss of innocent lives to expose a very dysfunctional
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area within the system.   It is sad that there were children who died because of
the actions of people (or lack of) that they were dependant on.  It is even
sadder that most of the issues entailed have been ongoing issues that
apparently no one wanted to take on.  There has been an ongoing discussion
on reform since back in 2008.  It appears that it was not possible to acquire
enough legislative support to make anything happen.   Rep. Sanders HB-3051
attempts to stipulate written guide lines and policies as to what is acceptable in
the placement of children for their protection.  
It would call for cases to be assessed more closely and have personal
repercussions if the rules are not followed.   It goes on to state the possible
consequences if they are not followed resulting in harm to a child in their care.
 The result being criminal charges and the forfeiting of all employee benefits.   It
also includes criminal charges concerning any falsifying  or covering up of
documents that would be misleading  due to these violations.
 
 Although this bill is just a small beginning of what reform the DHS needs at
least it is a start.  At least someone finally had enough staying power to see this
much through. Rep. Sanders should be thanked for attempting to do something
towards a change in a problem packed dept. The problems plaguing this dept.
are huge and it's going to require hands on interest by all parties involved
before any type of real fix comes into play.
 Legislation can't just forget about it at this point or sweep it under the rug like
they have in the past- And man they have been trying to.  There has been to
much dirty laundry waved for the people of Oklahoma to just forget about it.
 Rep.Sanders made pubic his concerns back in Oct. 2011 when he and state
Rep. Morrissette began their own investigation.   Probably because no one else
seemed to be asking any questions, and no one was offering any answers.   
 
Rep. Sanders serves as Vice Chairman of the House Human Services Committee
which oversees the formation of policy and changes required concerning DHS.  I
would think that considering his position if he reports an horrendous situation
that it would be addressed accordingly.  Not so.   It was also reported that DHS
commissioners admitted openly to failing to read the in-dept performance audit
that was prepared by Hornby, Zeller  and Associates a few years ago.   Did the
Governor remove him of his duties?  No.   He had to end up quitting.  That tells
me that not only does the state of Oklahoma have much work to do on our DHS
system , but it is also staffed with a lot of people who really don't care.  
 
The Governors response hasn't been one of action.   What action if any that
takes place remains to be seen.    It's a dirty, nasty mess that she promptly
passed off to someone else without looking back.   I wonder if she knows that
she still has mud on her face and hands?   The other factor preventing progress
is our "Me" packed legislation.   It isn't just the children being ignored. It's the
people in general.   It is good to know that someone within the legislation was
willing to step out and see something through.
 
What happened to the rest of the character's that perceived themselves as
concerned parties during all the mess?    It seems like after much of the hoopla
began to die down so did their interest.
 
They all ran into the shadows of Mary's rainy day fund and haven't been seen
since.   Those are the ones that lack staying power past their own campaign
fund.    One can take in actions such as this and most likely see the unveiling of
the character behind the" vote for me" sign.   Make sure and save that tidbit for
future elections. .
 
Rep. Sanders bill is a start.   The rest of the legislation needs to leave their
"Safe Place" to offer their support in a much needed change.   " Man up", if
that is possible.
 
Facing major challenges to DHS policies and procedures, the agency has already
paid out more than three million dollars  in civil lawsuit judgments since 2005,
the Tulsa World has reported.   Of 24 payouts, the World found, $1.4 million
came from the agency budget, while $2 million came from insurance entities.
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THE INTEGRITY OF OUR ELECTIONS
Authored by Representative Ritze

By R.H.
 
Finally we have a piece of legislation that is meant to protect the voting rights
of the citizens of Oklahoma. Congratulations to Representative Ritze for his
proposal. House bill 2987 is a proposal that would require candidates to
document their eligibility for the candidacy for the office for which they seek. It
is unfortunate that this bill is not receiving the attention that it not only
deserves, but demands from the Rules Committee. You can read the bill here.
 
 
Now the bill is not perfect. It lacks a definitive eligibility statement for the Office
of President of the United States. A recommendation here would be words to
the effect as to something like this “ eligibility for the office of President of the
United States, both parents must be Natural Born Parents of the United States
as prescribed by Article 2 Section 1 of the United States Constitution”. This
would add a layer of protection to our laws to prevent usurpers from gaining
access to votes from our state.
 
Section 2 of this bill sets an effective date of July 1, 2012. This is a phony date.
It's well after any filing date for any office for the 2012 elections. This will not
protect Oklahomans during this election cycle. At the same time, I can
understand it being there to protect us should any elections be needed to fill
unexpectedly vacant positions.
 
Section 3 of this bill states “ It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to
exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force from and
after its passage and approval.” Now you all know from my previous remarks
that I'm no fan of these emergency bills, but I would have to say this one is.
How else are we to protect the integrity of our elections?
 
Now there is a perfectly good explanation as to why this bill has sat in
committee for the last two weeks. You see, Representative Ritze is not part of
the Leadership team. That means his bill has a very low priority. He will be
lucky if the committee hears his bill at all. Additionally, it doesn't fit with
Speaker Steele's social justice agenda. The Speaker feels anybody and
everybody should be eligible. He allowed the bill to be read, just to gain a vote
on the floor on another bill he favored. He has no intentions of letting this bill
reach the floor.
 
Now the Rules Committee is chaired by Representative Banz. He is a staunch
ally of the Speakers. The Co-Chair is Representative Watson, another staunch
ally of the Speakers. The deck is stacked against this bill. The only way this bill
will ever be heard in committee is for you good citizens to stand up and call
your Representatives and demand that they demand this bill be brought to the
floor.
 
Shame on you Representative Banz and Watson for letting this important bill
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linger for two weeks without further discussion. It is apparent that you have no
regard for the protection and integrity of the offices for which people may be
elected. As elected officials yourself, one would think that you would want to
protect and insure that those elected to any office were qualified to hold that
office. What is holding you up?
 
Shame on the rest of the committee members. Conducting any business before
something of this importance is accomplished is a disgrace. You as a group
should demand that this bill be brought up immediately. You should rebel
against the tyrannical rule of Speaker Steele and his flunkies and walk out on
any votes prior to a vote on this bill. Demand your voices be heard. Demand to
speak for the people of Oklahoma. Filibuster any and all other bills that come up
before this one. Refuse to form a quorum to vote on any and all bills that come
up before this one. Protect your constituents and their right to a fair and free
election.
 
Overall this is a good bill that is being held up by the tyrannical rule of House
leadership. The RINOs don't want the bill, so they won't let it advance in
committee. It's one of their favorite tactics. It's high time that the voices of
Oklahoma citizens be heard by the people they elected to office, not just the
tyrants running the show. Urge your friends and neighbors to call their
Representatives to have this bill heard.
 
 

 
Turns out to be not so paranoid after all

 
        Empowering Patient Decision Act

 SB-1002 /  Senator Adelson\
By Ms. D. B.

                                               
This act has been introduced by Senator Adelson to insure that the patient's
rights are not infringed upon concerning health care.  It also requires the
Department of Health to offer free information in order to assist the public on
making informed health care choices.  In the situation that the treatment is
unclear then the doctor could discuss options all what goes with those options
but ultimately it is the patients own decision.  This they label "Sensitive care".
 The other labeled "Shared Decision," in which the doctor gives the choices of
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treatment options, but the patient decides to what fits their own beliefs.  In the
situation Shared Decision making." and Sensitive Care" Both relate  to the
patient making their own choices with informed information to fit their individual
beliefs, thus remaining in control and in charge of their health care.
 
 I guess no one told him that we already have this, but hey, who wants to burst
his patronizing bubble?  It appears to once again be the same game , on just a
different day.  The government telling us how they are looking out for our
rights, when the law they have just passed with our objection has not only
stepped on the constitution that is rightfully ours, but striped us of
freedoms/privacy.  The entire thing is sick and vile.   To have this new law stuff
stuffed down our throats daily with useless tidbits are just extra aggravation . 
There is absolutely nothing that the government can write, carve, print, publish,
claw, chew, lazer, or inject that will make the people  read one of these acts 
with a "oh great!"response.   No one believes anything they say.   Who could
blame us?  They have no credibility. Finally, if the legislators and leaders of this
state didn't stand behind the people concerning this Health  Care agenda now, 
then what would make anyone believe that they would stand behind us then in
reference to any of these mumbo jumbo health fillers later?   Besides, they
won't even be around to have to deal with it by then.   I'm sure they have
thought of that as they flip through  time share pamplets. 
 
 
 

 
CAIR and the Muslim Brotherhood:

The “Five Phases” Plan – Part II
 

Make no doubt about it, the majority of Muslims that come to America are just
wanting to live their lives in a better place.  Most are wanting to get a way from
Sharia law and to practice their faith in peace.   These articles are about the
other kind of Mulslim, those that are trying to impose Sharian law on American
Muslims and on Americans in general.
 
                Two weeks ago we wrote about the recent “Understanding the
Threat to America” seminar and some of the evidence provided to the
attendees from the U.S. vs. The Holy Land Foundation trial, the largest terrorism
financing trial in America’s history. This undisputed evidence proves conclusively
that the Council on American-Islamic Relations (“CAIR”) is one of many Muslim
Brotherhood front organizations here in America which was listed as an
unindicted co-conspirator. In previous articles we pointed out that in one of the
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documents from the HLF trial, the goal of the Muslim Brotherhood here in
America was described as follows: “The (Muslim Brotherhood) must understand
that their work in America is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and
destroying the Western civilization from within and “sabotaging” its
miserable house by their (our)hands ...“
 
                In our most recent article, however, we highlighted another equally
shocking document that the FBI found when they the raided the Elbarasse home
and seized the “Archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a
secret sub-basement. The document is entitled “Phases of the World
Underground Movement Plan.” It specifies the five phases of the Muslim
Brotherhood Movement in North America. This is also the plan that the Muslim
Brotherhood is using so effectively in Egypt, Libya and other places around the
world. This is the very same plan that the MB is also currently using here in
America. Following are the exact quotes from this document along with my
commentary.
 
Phase One: “Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.”
 
Commentary: In the Holy Land Foundation trial, there are over 100 individuals
and organizations listed as unindicted co-conspirators who are leaders of the
movement. In addition, according to the presenters at the seminar who have
researched the matter, there are literally thousands of organizations throughout
the country who have documented ties with the Muslim Brotherhood, some of
which are located here in Oklahoma.
 
Phase Two: “Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising
and utilizing various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also
succeeded in achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of
the Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and
sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.”
 
Commentary: The exact date this document was written is unclear, but it was
over a decade ago. Even so, at that time, the Muslim Brotherhood had “greatly
succeeded in implementing this stage.” At the seminar, numerous
examples were given of how MB personnel had infiltrated virtually every level of
federal, state and local government. The one example that I found most
shocking, however, was the Muslim Brotherhood’s infiltration of and control over
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. DHS has an “Advisory Committee”
that helps set policy for the entire department. There are four confirmed
members of the Muslim Brotherhood who sit on the DHS Advisory Committee
and several other suspected MB members. Did you ever wonder why our
government law enforcement officials “don’t get it” when it comes to
recognizing the threat posed by “radical” Islam?
 
Here is a link to a brief but absolutely amazing video (beginning about the 3:30
mark) of DHS Secretary Napolitano testifying to Congress about the Muslim
Brotherhood’s infiltration of the DHS:
 
 
Did you ever hear anything about these incredible revelations in the news? This
is just one example of what is happening with respect to Phase two with our
government. Space limitations prevent me from going into what is happening on
virtually every college campus in the country as well as the well-organized
deception currently being perpetrated against Christian churches and Jewish
organizations.
 
Finally, when I first read through this phase, my first question was “Why would
the MB want to establish a
“shadow government” within our government?” As the presenters pointed out,
however, when the time comes later (in Phase five) to take over the
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government, the Muslim Brotherhood must have a government structure in
place ready to take control, much like what the MB is currently doing in Egypt.
The first time you read these documents, it is almost beyond comprehension to
think that something could actually be happening here in America but, my
friends, as the troops in Afghanistan say, “Y C M T S U” (You Can’t Make This
Stuff Up) or something like that.
 
Phase Three: “ Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the
rulers, through utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.”
 
Commentary: We currently send roughly 750 billion dollars per year over seas
to buy oil, much of which goes to countries who don’t particularly like us. What
do you think they do with that money? Much of it comes back to the U.S. to
fund Muslim Brotherhood operations especially the media operations branch of
their information warfare machine.
 
What is perhaps worse, however, is all the “free media” that the uninformed
“useful idiots” in our media (yes, even Fox News) give to Muslim Brotherhood
front organizations to spread their propaganda and destroy the reputation of
anyone who dares confront them. For example, did anyone catch the recent
news coverage of the controversy at West Point when Lt. Gen. (Retired) William
Boykin was going to speak at their Prayer Breakfast? Gen. Boykin, who was one
of the speakers at our recent Oklahoma seminar, is the retired Commanding
General of Delta Force and was simply going to speak about his faith during
times of war but CAIR publically accused him of being an Islamophobe and, as
a result of the media feeding frenzy, he had to withdraw from speaking. Think
back, how many times have you seen a CAIR spokesman commenting about
other matters in some form of media? This is what’s known as “utilizing mass
media.”
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front
organization. Also, CAIR has invited your state legislators to their Annual
Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think your elected officials should be
doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how you feel? Stay
tuned here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a
neighborhood near you, compliments of CAIR.
 
More coming soon on the remaining Phases of the Muslim Brotherhood’s plan to
take over America.
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What is it About Ron Paul?

by Ms. P.M.
 
In the scheme of things I have come to understand that there are times when I
am in a situation where I can learn something.   All I have to do is look at it
with an open mind and by doing that I also understand that somehow I was
guided into that opportunity.
 
That experience happened at the Ron Paul event at the Capitol on the 25th and
I walked away with truly knowing this man is exactly what our broken and
bruised country needs.
 
The first thing I noticed was he is not polished.   That in itself is a refreshing
change from any other candidate in this race towards a new Presidency.   When
I see a man unafraid to be who he really is, I am impressed.     What I heard
came from his heart.   Standing there with sneakers and jeans I observed a
humble man and my perception of his message was only to help the United
States and its people get back on track by following our Constitution.   He would
have fit in well with our Founders.   What I felt as I watched and listened was a
truthfulness that is and has been lacking in this Country for a very long time.   I
simply trust this man.   He is a person of the people and I have no doubt he
loves this Country as much as I do.
 
Some things I know.   If he were a one line zinger like Newt,  a polished
"presidential looker" like Mitt there would be no doubt as to the people’s
choice.   I look at his record.   He is the only candidate that follows our
Constitution 100%, all the time, so I ask you... how important is this issue?   If
anyone thinks a little unconstitutional is ok, then prepare for more of the same. 
 The iron fist of government will continue to slap you in the face, maybe a little
less often but the end result will be the same.   It is obvious to me that our
freedom and liberty has been chipped away in the name of protecting us for a
very long time.  Ron Paul will not protect you from you, that is your
responsibility and any great leader would know this.   Why is he the only one
that practices these principles? Are we so lost or lazy to not know?   Are we so
filled with apathy that we cannot be bothered with the choices required to make
the decisions that will benefit every American citizen?   He will protect our
Country and its people by the laws set up through the Constitution and Bill of
Rights and always stand with the people.
 
Mr. Paul made a statement that scared the Hell out of me and that was we are
no longer a Republic.   I thought about this and he is 100% correct.   Look at
the laws being passed with the all inclusive infringements from our government
both state and federal.   This does not represent a Republic. I see the
government as picking winners and losers.   How many people do you know
that are willing to give away what they have struggled to earn and budget to
pay for by living within their means? 
 
I am no rocket scientist but there is no doubt in my mind that I am willing to
fight for freedom and liberty until I suck my last breath.   What will our Country
look like if we give up?  Think about it.
 
Ron Paul is every bit as smart as our Founders, he gets it.   He isn't suave with
the language but facts are facts and he knows them.   I truly hope America will
wake up and join the Revolution.   Your happiness, family and prosperity is at
stake.   He is consistent on all issues and beliefs, in my opinion, that America
will prosper as long as government is kept in its true place.
 
Another part of the Ron Paul story is the amazing dedication of his followers. 
These are young and enthusiastic volunteers that clearly love Ron Paul,
something I’ve not seen ever in my life.  These young men and women care
deeply about liberty and they support Dr. Paul with enormous amounts of time
and money.  When Al  told us he was going to get reinforcements, that the Ron
Paul people share the same values, and that if we supported them then they
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would help us in the future, none of us knew what to think.   All I know from
watching the reaction of the crowd is that these are people who need some
training but once they learn the ropes they are going to be a force to be
reckoned with.   The RINO legislature’s worst nightmare is to see Al Gerhart and
the Ron Paul people join forces and on Saturday I believe I saw that coming.
 
Ron Paul is what he is with no apologies.   I see a man small in stature but it
ends there.   If others would follow his difficult path in protecting the United
States with all their might, we will be able to throw the crutches of social
engineering away.   It is time for the right choice for the right reason.   My
heart aches for America and I won't give up before the miracle happens.   I am
but one person willing to fight for liberty, freedom and justice for all. 
 
 I am glad I am on that side, won't you join me?
 
 Vote for Ron Paul on March 6th
 
 
 
 

 
Oklahoma Recyclable Container Initiative

SB-1162, Senator Bingman
Ms. D.B.

 
Looks like even the street people are going to start feeling the squeeze as the
state starts moving in on the recycle gig.   Bill 1162(ORCI) was introduced to
establish a recycling initiative here in our state.   In doing so it was felt
necessary for the Department of Environment Quality to appoint a specific
group with The Director of Environment as Chair person.  There is not a specific
number of people, but the people that agree to do it are on a volunteer basis.   
 
The people of Okla. Recycle Container Incentive ORCI would be given the task
of setting things  in motion the hands on, while the Director would manage
meeting as needed.   The recycling of containers has been found to be much in
demand in which the demand exceeds supply.   The market is also a growing
one that has become quite competitive.   The legislation finds that this is
something that would benefit the state both environmentally and financially. 
 Implementing the ORCI would enter Okla. into that demand and supply public
service which could bring in new jobs.
 
This will give the state a chance to evaluate the return benefit for future
reference.
If proven cost effective it could change the states existing industries by the
handling of solid waste containers in the future.  In pursuit of this service Okla.
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would also benefit with the reduction of litter along with working together with
various interest groups.   This sounds like something that would have a positive
effect on the state.
 
Most large companies have been doing it for years.   I have to wonder though,
if this new agenda is believed to be a cost effective program why are they not
willing to pay the people doing it?   And, what kind of pay increase will the
Director of Environment be receiving for that now and then meeting?   We've
seen it before.   Enquiry minds would like to know.
 
 
 

 
Group Integrity Auditor

SB-1161/ Rep. Stanislawski
By Ms. D.B.

 
 SB 1161 is created to  employ a group of audiors with their job being to audit
Medicare claims for fraud  and errors. Government will expand with there being
one auditor per every 100 million in fund. Each to  be paid  a minimum of
$40,000 a year each. Someone may need to audit Mary Fallicious on her
compulsive hiring of auditors.The Governor has already hired a hand full of new
auditors just to audit the
people of Okla. in general. If she  keeps it up she may have to build all her
auditors  their own building.
 
 In her claims of working to form growth and jobs within our state who knew
she meant only within the legislation. As far as down sizing government, well I
guess that was a a fallacious statement. A Mary Fallacious statement. There is a
word in the title of this new bill that just doesn't fit quite right. Integrity is the
word and it is not a word you will hear in relation to the State at any lunch 
table anywhere.This is a
group of people who have lied,cheated, deceived, and ignored what the people
had to say. They have  completely turned their backs on the people who put
them in those cushy positions.They don't honor  their oath to represent us.
Instead these marsh mellow string puppets walk around spineless waiting for
the next opportunity to take. They stand for absolutely nothing except
themselves.
 
 Ooh that smell. If it smells like greed and it looks like greed , then it is
probably greed.
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Expanding the right to use deadly force    

  
 HB-2988  Rep.Ritze/Russell  
                Ms. D.B.           

This bill introduced by Rep. Ritze and Rep. Russell is just one of the many fire
arm related bills lawmakers have brought forth.  It was passed by the House
Judiciary Committee by a vote of 11-3.Rep.  Ritze has brought forth this bill as
an expansion of the Castle Doctrine to include places of worship.  It's addition
sparked after several threats of violence in places of worship transpired with our
state.  This law states that if you are in a place(church)and you have the legal
right to be there, and are not doing anything illegal then you have the right to
use deadly force in protecting yourself. There has been the discussion on if this
bill was really necessary considering that Oklahoma already has laws that give
citizens the right of protecting themselves such as  "Stand Your Ground", etc.
 
The difference is that with this bill the victim is relieved of the burden of having
to prove they were in danger of their life.  Instead it puts the burden of proof
on the state.  The state would have to prove that you were not in danger.  If a
person has the legal right to be somewhere, and they are not trespassing or
doing anything illegal then the chances are about zero to none that the state
would bring charges against that person who administered the deadly force. 
 
 They could also not be arrested unless there is proof otherwise.   One concern
that has been brought forth is that by adding specific areas a person is limited
to where they are allowed to legally defend themselves.  My understanding is
that this isn't so.   A person still has the same right , but with the Stand My
Ground law the victim has to prove that they were in danger of their life in a
court of law.  The addition of this bill makes it clear that they have the right
absolutely(in a place of worship)and do not have to prove it.
 
After reading over all of the mumbo jumbo I found all very confusing like most
average citizens probably do. The in's and out's and if's and but's are ongoing.
 There is just no way to abide for every circumstance.  In today’s world an act
of violence can pop up anywhere.  You just have to hope that people are going
to have enough sense to use them as intended.  In the event that I am faced
with such circumstance you can b et that I won't be trying to dissect the
ongoing list of my user rights.  I will do what I need to do. Spare me all of the
filler.   My protection and defense is custom made and it's written and
developed for number one. 
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YOUR FREEDOM, YOUR CHOICE

SHOULD YOU BE FORCED TO BUY MEDICAL INSURANCE
OR GO TO JAIL

By R. H.
It seems like every year, more and more of our freedoms and unalienable rights
are being taken away from us.  In 2010, a Democratic controlled Congress,
Senate and White House passed two laws and rammed down the throats of the
American Public what became known as Obama care.  Since that time many
brave politicians have stepped forward to stop this overreach of power by the
federal government by legal means and legislation known as NULLIFICATION.
House Bill 1276, introduced by Representative Ritze, is such a piece of
legislation.   You can read the bill here.
  
 
It starts out with a very clear and precise statement. The bold emphasis is
mine. “BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OHLAHOMA:”
That tells everyone that this is the decision of the majority of the people of the
state of Oklahoma. This was proven with an overwhelming seventy percent
approval at the polls in 2010.
 
Section 1. NEW LAW In part “A new section of law to be codified in the
Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-124 of Title 63,” This defines a new section of
law and where to find it. It makes it perfectly clear what the intent of this law
is.
 
Para 1: “The people of the several states comprising the United States of
America created the federal government to be their agent for certain
enumerated purposes as set forth in the United States Constitution, and nothing
more;” This paragraph clearly sets out the limits of the federal government.
 
Para 2: “The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution defines the
total scope of federal powers as being those which have been delegated by the
people of the several states to the federal government, and all powers not
delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are
reserved to the states respectively, or the people themselves. Furthermore, as
stated in the Ninth Amendment, The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people; and” This clearly shows the limits of the federal governments powers.
 
Para 3. “The assumption of power that the federal government has made by
enacting the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (Public Law 111-148,
March 23, 2010) and Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010
(Public Law 111-152, March 30, 2010)” is nowhere expressly granted by the
United States Constitution and interferes with the right of the people of the
State of Oklahoma to regulate health care as they see fit.” This is a statement of
fact. Obama care is a one size fits all program and removes any choice for
anyone to have a say in their treatment.
 
Section 2. NEW LAW In part: A new section of law to be codified in Oklahoma
Statutes as Section 1-125 of Title 63,” This defines where to find this new law.
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Para A: “ The Legislature of the State of Oklahoma declares that the federal
laws known as the Patient Protection and Affordable Care act (Public Law 11-
148) and the Health Care Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-
152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning
and intent as given by the founders and ratifies, and are hereby declared to be
invalid in the State of Oklahoma, shall not be recognized by this state, are
specifically rejected by this state, and shall be considered null and void and of
no effect in this state.
 
The makes it very clear. The intent of this law is the nullification of the two
public laws listed above to protect the citizens of the state of Oklahoma. Any
Representative or Senator, who would not support this, is in bed with the
corporations and the Chamber of Commerce who oppose this measure.
 
B. “It shall be the duty of the Legislature of this state to adopt and enact any
and all measures as may be necessary to prevent the enforcement of the
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” and the “Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010” within the limits of this state.” This is a
great section. It spells out the duties of the legislature in, in simple language, as
to what they must do to protect the citizens of Oklahoma from encroachment of
the federal government into the daily and personal lives of Oklahoma Citizens.
 
SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation of the public
peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, by reason
whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage
and approval. Now we all know that I'm no fan of emergency declarations on
bills. I will make an exception on this one. We see changes in regulations on a
daily basis affecting our health care because of Obama care. This needs and
demands immediate attention.
 
This Bill was originally proposed by Representative Ritze. Representatives
Reynolds and Derby have made amendments and signed on as co-authors in
the House. I commend them for their efforts to protect their fellow Oklahomans.
Senator Shortey has co-sponsored the bill in the Senate. Using an old military
term for a job well done, bravo-zulu for your efforts to date. As a citizen and a
patriot, I thank you for your continued efforts to protect my rights.
 
This bill was voted out of the House Judiciary committee on Feb. 22, 2012 with
a vote of 12 yes and 3 no. You can find the actual vote here:
 
 
Thank you those twelve Representatives that voted to send this bill to the floor
of the full house for a vote. I commend you for your courage and your sense of
duty to the Citizens of Oklahoma.
 
Shame on you three who voted no on this matter.  Are you so beholding to the
Chamber of Commerce and the corporate world that you would sell the rights of
the citizens of Oklahoma down the drain just for campaign contributions.   
We have your names.  We are watching, and you will be exposed.
 
 

Urgent
 
Today, Monday Feb 27th, the Senators below are going to vote on Senate Bill
1629 (Author Bingman of Sapulpa) to establish the Obama Care/Fallin Care
 Health Insurance Exchange in Oklahoma.  Call them and light up their world. 
Be polit to the Legislative Assistants that take your  call but be extremely firm. 
Tell them that you will be supporting the Tea Party in finding a candidate to run
against them if they dare to vote for this bill.  Tell them that you will be walking
precincts and knocking on doors long before the filing period and that you will
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support a robo call program with your hard earned money.
 
 
Sen Brian Crain  405-521-5620
Sen Sean Burrage  405-521-5555
Sen Rick Brinkley  405-521-5566
Sen Constance Johnson  405-521-5531
Sen Rob Johnson  405-521-5592
Sen Dan Newberry  405-521-5600
Sen Steve Russell  405-521-5618
Sen Jim Wilson  405-521-5574
 
Sen Brian Bingman  405-521-5528
 
 

 
PICKING WINNERS AND LOSERS

By R. H.
 
Before you comes the opportunity to change the States Constitution that gives
the power to give Tax Credits to industries to attract jobs.  In other words, the
power to pick winners and losers.  This is no better than President Obama and
his Department of Energy giving a half a billion dollars to Solyndra, which had
all the evidence of proving to fail in front of them.  Since when did we grant this
power to or elected officials?  There is a better way.
 
We are talking about HJR 1089.   A bill that as proposed would come before a
vote of the people to modify the states Constitution regarding Tax Credits.  Why
are we giving Tax Credits out in the first place?
 
This bill, as proposed by Speaker Steele and Senator Mazzei, is better suited to
reward the Chamber of Commerce than the citizens of Oklahoma.  
Section 1 simply direct the Secretary of State to refer this mater to a vote of the
people for their approval or rejection. It would be in accordance with Oklahoma
Law, I can't complain about this. Where it goes wrong is it wants to “amend
Section 5A to Article X thereof, to read as follows:
 
Section 5A. A. As used in this section, “tax credit' means a method by which a
person or entity may reduce any state tax liability pursuant to a statutory
authorization allowing tax be reduced either by a percentage or a specific dollar
amount after the applicable tax rate amount has been multiplied by the
applicable tax base amount and which results in a net tax liability after the tax
credit amount has been subtracted from a gross tax liability amount.” Confusing
isn't it.
 
B. Provides a provision for the public to be able to identify those receiving a tax
credit.
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C.  Prevents the legislature from passing any measure that creates or allows to
be created a tax credit that may be transferred to any entity or person. This is a
good thing.
 
D.  “Any tax credit shall provide for the creation of new jobs or the retention of
existing jobs within the State of Oklahoma”.   Retention of existing jobs?  
Doesn’t that mean that every employer could be eligible for the tax credit?
E. This is very confusing. This ole country boy doesn't understand if they are
trying to limit the total tax credit per company, or the total amount the state
can allow?   Can somebody explain this one to me?
F. In part “Any tax credit passed by the Legislature shall contain a date certain
for the termination of the provision”.
 
H. In part “which result in the reduction or potential reduction of state revenue
shall be audited by the State Auditor and Inspector. At least they are trying to
get some control.
 
Section I.  calls for a “detailed fiscal impact statement analyzing the effect of
the tax credit on state revenue and upon the economy of the state”. The report
shall be made available to each member of the applicable chamber at least
twenty-four (24) hours prior to the occurrence of the vote. What is with 24
hours? What is the hurry? Why not 72 hours? Why not post this on line for
public input? Why do you insist on putting the screws to the citizens of
Oklahoma?
 
This bill has some good qualities about it, but it doesn't go far enough. It
literally reeks of Obamanomics trying to pick winners and losers. The best way
to attract business to Oklahoma is to reduce or eliminate the corporate tax rate.
This will do more than any gimmick such as proposed in this bill. This bill is the
results of two RINO Republicans drafting legislation to benefit their friends in
the corporate world and the State Chamber of Commerce. The State of
Oklahoma should not be in the business of picking winners and losers.
 
I have mixed feelings about this bill. I would recommend that amendments be
made to reflect a definite time limit be placed on the tax credits not to exceed
five years. Unless that is done, I cannot recommend this bill for passage. Mr.
Speaker, Senator Mazzei you both need to think about the people of Oklahoma
and not your corporate buddies. Make the changes. The people of Oklahoma
deserve better.
 
 
 

 
What Would "The Duke" Say?
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by Ms P.M.
 
HB 2746 authored by Representative Dan Kirby would strengthen the regulation
of Boxing Matches. You can read the full bill here.
  
Kirby says "This legislation gives the state the ability to better stop these
unsanctioned matches and penalize those who put fighters' lives at risk."   The
bill defines promoters to include any p  erson or entity that produces, stages,
sponsors, organizes or otherwise holds a "combative sports" event. This
legislation would increase the penalties associated with violations.
 
The bill was filed in response to the death of George Clinkscale, a former
University of Tulsa linebacker, who died after participating in an unsanctioned
boxing event at a Tulsa church.
 
Any time you hear the word "regulation" you can be sure we are all in for more
government intrusion. For certain, this was a tragic death but does this justify
more regulation?   I ask, if this accident happened while he were playing
football, would we be reading HB 2746?   I doubt it, at least until some
bureaucrat decided that football should fall into the category of "combative
sports".
 
Sometimes what we choose to do in our everyday life increases our chances of
death.   This is why these tragedies are called "accidents".  More regulation only
adds to the short list of what we can and cannot do and this type of protecting
us from ourselves only leads to more dislike of those there to serve.   There is
no doubt Mr. Clinkscale made a conscious decision to participate in this church
event.   There is no magic wand to wave and when legislatures step into a roll
as if they were the higher power within the universe we end up with more laws
and intrusion.
 
What is next?  Going barefoot is against the law, you just might stub your toe,
get a staph infection, end up in the hospital and they have to cut your foot off.
  Sorry folks, it's the chance you take.
 
 

 
Department of Human Services employees

HB-3051 Rep.Sanders
By Ms. D.B.

This bill has been introduced by Rep. Sanders concerning the Department of
Human Services and the children in their care.  It is the job of the Dept. of
Human Services to oversee these children and to insure them a safe home
environment. It is no secret that they have more than failed with the resent
media reports. In the last 2 years there have been 18 children who have died
while under watch by DHS.  The inexcusable mistakes and mishandling has
resulted in the loss of lives making it apparent that the department  needs more
focus and attention.  
 
  It is tragic that it took the loss of innocent lives to expose a very dysfunctional
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area within the system.   It is sad that there were children who died because of
the actions of people (or lack of) that they were dependant on.  It is even
sadder that most of the issues entailed have been ongoing issues that
apparently no one wanted to take on.  There has been an ongoing discussion
on reform since back in 2008.  It appears that it was not possible to acquire
enough legislative support to make anything happen.   Rep. Sanders HB-3051
attempts to stipulate written guide lines and policies as to what is acceptable in
the placement of children for their protection.  
It would call for cases to be assessed more closely and have personal
repercussions if the rules are not followed.   It goes on to state the possible
consequences if they are not followed resulting in harm to a child in their care.
 The result being criminal charges and the forfeiting of all employee benefits.   It
also includes criminal charges concerning any falsifying  or covering up of
documents that would be misleading  due to these violations.
 
 Although this bill is just a small beginning of what reform the DHS needs at
least it is a start.  At least someone finally had enough staying power to see this
much through. Rep. Sanders should be thanked for attempting to do something
towards a change in a problem packed dept. The problems plaguing this dept.
are huge and it's going to require hands on interest by all parties involved
before any type of real fix comes into play.
 Legislation can't just forget about it at this point or sweep it under the rug like
they have in the past- And man they have been trying to.  There has been to
much dirty laundry waved for the people of Oklahoma to just forget about it.
 Rep.Sanders made pubic his concerns back in Oct. 2011 when he and state
Rep. Morrissette began their own investigation.   Probably because no one else
seemed to be asking any questions, and no one was offering any answers.   
 
Rep. Sanders serves as Vice Chairman of the House Human Services Committee
which oversees the formation of policy and changes required concerning DHS.  I
would think that considering his position if he reports an horrendous situation
that it would be addressed accordingly.  Not so.   It was also reported that DHS
commissioners admitted openly to failing to read the in-dept performance audit
that was prepared by Hornby, Zeller  and Associates a few years ago.   Did the
Governor remove him of his duties?  No.   He had to end up quitting.  That tells
me that not only does the state of Oklahoma have much work to do on our DHS
system , but it is also staffed with a lot of people who really don't care.  
 
The Governors response hasn't been one of action.   What action if any that
takes place remains to be seen.    It's a dirty, nasty mess that she promptly
passed off to someone else without looking back.   I wonder if she knows that
she still has mud on her face and hands?   The other factor preventing progress
is our "Me" packed legislation.   It isn't just the children being ignored. It's the
people in general.   It is good to know that someone within the legislation was
willing to step out and see something through.
 
What happened to the rest of the character's that perceived themselves as
concerned parties during all the mess?    It seems like after much of the hoopla
began to die down so did their interest.
 
They all ran into the shadows of Mary's rainy day fund and haven't been seen
since.   Those are the ones that lack staying power past their own campaign
fund.    One can take in actions such as this and most likely see the unveiling of
the character behind the" vote for me" sign.   Make sure and save that tidbit for
future elections. .
 
Rep. Sanders bill is a start.   The rest of the legislation needs to leave their
"Safe Place" to offer their support in a much needed change.   " Man up", if
that is possible.
 
Facing major challenges to DHS policies and procedures, the agency has already
paid out more than three million dollars  in civil lawsuit judgments since 2005,
the Tulsa World has reported.   Of 24 payouts, the World found, $1.4 million
came from the agency budget, while $2 million came from insurance entities.
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THE INTEGRITY OF OUR ELECTIONS
Authored by Representative Ritze

By R.H.
 
Finally we have a piece of legislation that is meant to protect the voting rights
of the citizens of Oklahoma. Congratulations to Representative Ritze for his
proposal. House bill 2987 is a proposal that would require candidates to
document their eligibility for the candidacy for the office for which they seek. It
is unfortunate that this bill is not receiving the attention that it not only
deserves, but demands from the Rules Committee. You can read the bill here.
 
 
Now the bill is not perfect. It lacks a definitive eligibility statement for the Office
of President of the United States. A recommendation here would be words to
the effect as to something like this “ eligibility for the office of President of the
United States, both parents must be Natural Born Parents of the United States
as prescribed by Article 2 Section 1 of the United States Constitution”. This
would add a layer of protection to our laws to prevent usurpers from gaining
access to votes from our state.
 
Section 2 of this bill sets an effective date of July 1, 2012. This is a phony date.
It's well after any filing date for any office for the 2012 elections. This will not
protect Oklahomans during this election cycle. At the same time, I can
understand it being there to protect us should any elections be needed to fill
unexpectedly vacant positions.
 
Section 3 of this bill states “ It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to
exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force from and
after its passage and approval.” Now you all know from my previous remarks
that I'm no fan of these emergency bills, but I would have to say this one is.
How else are we to protect the integrity of our elections?
 
Now there is a perfectly good explanation as to why this bill has sat in
committee for the last two weeks. You see, Representative Ritze is not part of
the Leadership team. That means his bill has a very low priority. He will be
lucky if the committee hears his bill at all. Additionally, it doesn't fit with
Speaker Steele's social justice agenda. The Speaker feels anybody and
everybody should be eligible. He allowed the bill to be read, just to gain a vote
on the floor on another bill he favored. He has no intentions of letting this bill
reach the floor.
 
Now the Rules Committee is chaired by Representative Banz. He is a staunch
ally of the Speakers. The Co-Chair is Representative Watson, another staunch
ally of the Speakers. The deck is stacked against this bill. The only way this bill
will ever be heard in committee is for you good citizens to stand up and call
your Representatives and demand that they demand this bill be brought to the
floor.
 
Shame on you Representative Banz and Watson for letting this important bill
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linger for two weeks without further discussion. It is apparent that you have no
regard for the protection and integrity of the offices for which people may be
elected. As elected officials yourself, one would think that you would want to
protect and insure that those elected to any office were qualified to hold that
office. What is holding you up?
 
Shame on the rest of the committee members. Conducting any business before
something of this importance is accomplished is a disgrace. You as a group
should demand that this bill be brought up immediately. You should rebel
against the tyrannical rule of Speaker Steele and his flunkies and walk out on
any votes prior to a vote on this bill. Demand your voices be heard. Demand to
speak for the people of Oklahoma. Filibuster any and all other bills that come up
before this one. Refuse to form a quorum to vote on any and all bills that come
up before this one. Protect your constituents and their right to a fair and free
election.
 
Overall this is a good bill that is being held up by the tyrannical rule of House
leadership. The RINOs don't want the bill, so they won't let it advance in
committee. It's one of their favorite tactics. It's high time that the voices of
Oklahoma citizens be heard by the people they elected to office, not just the
tyrants running the show. Urge your friends and neighbors to call their
Representatives to have this bill heard.
 
 

 
Turns out to be not so paranoid after all

 
        Empowering Patient Decision Act

 SB-1002 /  Senator Adelson\
By Ms. D. B.

                                               
This act has been introduced by Senator Adelson to insure that the patient's
rights are not infringed upon concerning health care.  It also requires the
Department of Health to offer free information in order to assist the public on
making informed health care choices.  In the situation that the treatment is
unclear then the doctor could discuss options all what goes with those options
but ultimately it is the patients own decision.  This they label "Sensitive care".
 The other labeled "Shared Decision," in which the doctor gives the choices of
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treatment options, but the patient decides to what fits their own beliefs.  In the
situation Shared Decision making." and Sensitive Care" Both relate  to the
patient making their own choices with informed information to fit their individual
beliefs, thus remaining in control and in charge of their health care.
 
 I guess no one told him that we already have this, but hey, who wants to burst
his patronizing bubble?  It appears to once again be the same game , on just a
different day.  The government telling us how they are looking out for our
rights, when the law they have just passed with our objection has not only
stepped on the constitution that is rightfully ours, but striped us of
freedoms/privacy.  The entire thing is sick and vile.   To have this new law stuff
stuffed down our throats daily with useless tidbits are just extra aggravation . 
There is absolutely nothing that the government can write, carve, print, publish,
claw, chew, lazer, or inject that will make the people  read one of these acts 
with a "oh great!"response.   No one believes anything they say.   Who could
blame us?  They have no credibility. Finally, if the legislators and leaders of this
state didn't stand behind the people concerning this Health  Care agenda now, 
then what would make anyone believe that they would stand behind us then in
reference to any of these mumbo jumbo health fillers later?   Besides, they
won't even be around to have to deal with it by then.   I'm sure they have
thought of that as they flip through  time share pamplets. 
 
 
 

 
CAIR and the Muslim Brotherhood:

The “Five Phases” Plan – Part II
 

Make no doubt about it, the majority of Muslims that come to America are just
wanting to live their lives in a better place.  Most are wanting to get a way from
Sharia law and to practice their faith in peace.   These articles are about the
other kind of Mulslim, those that are trying to impose Sharian law on American
Muslims and on Americans in general.
 
                Two weeks ago we wrote about the recent “Understanding the
Threat to America” seminar and some of the evidence provided to the
attendees from the U.S. vs. The Holy Land Foundation trial, the largest terrorism
financing trial in America’s history. This undisputed evidence proves conclusively
that the Council on American-Islamic Relations (“CAIR”) is one of many Muslim
Brotherhood front organizations here in America which was listed as an
unindicted co-conspirator. In previous articles we pointed out that in one of the
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documents from the HLF trial, the goal of the Muslim Brotherhood here in
America was described as follows: “The (Muslim Brotherhood) must understand
that their work in America is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and
destroying the Western civilization from within and “sabotaging” its
miserable house by their (our)hands ...“
 
                In our most recent article, however, we highlighted another equally
shocking document that the FBI found when they the raided the Elbarasse home
and seized the “Archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a
secret sub-basement. The document is entitled “Phases of the World
Underground Movement Plan.” It specifies the five phases of the Muslim
Brotherhood Movement in North America. This is also the plan that the Muslim
Brotherhood is using so effectively in Egypt, Libya and other places around the
world. This is the very same plan that the MB is also currently using here in
America. Following are the exact quotes from this document along with my
commentary.
 
Phase One: “Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.”
 
Commentary: In the Holy Land Foundation trial, there are over 100 individuals
and organizations listed as unindicted co-conspirators who are leaders of the
movement. In addition, according to the presenters at the seminar who have
researched the matter, there are literally thousands of organizations throughout
the country who have documented ties with the Muslim Brotherhood, some of
which are located here in Oklahoma.
 
Phase Two: “Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising
and utilizing various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also
succeeded in achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of
the Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and
sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.”
 
Commentary: The exact date this document was written is unclear, but it was
over a decade ago. Even so, at that time, the Muslim Brotherhood had “greatly
succeeded in implementing this stage.” At the seminar, numerous
examples were given of how MB personnel had infiltrated virtually every level of
federal, state and local government. The one example that I found most
shocking, however, was the Muslim Brotherhood’s infiltration of and control over
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. DHS has an “Advisory Committee”
that helps set policy for the entire department. There are four confirmed
members of the Muslim Brotherhood who sit on the DHS Advisory Committee
and several other suspected MB members. Did you ever wonder why our
government law enforcement officials “don’t get it” when it comes to
recognizing the threat posed by “radical” Islam?
 
Here is a link to a brief but absolutely amazing video (beginning about the 3:30
mark) of DHS Secretary Napolitano testifying to Congress about the Muslim
Brotherhood’s infiltration of the DHS:
 
 
Did you ever hear anything about these incredible revelations in the news? This
is just one example of what is happening with respect to Phase two with our
government. Space limitations prevent me from going into what is happening on
virtually every college campus in the country as well as the well-organized
deception currently being perpetrated against Christian churches and Jewish
organizations.
 
Finally, when I first read through this phase, my first question was “Why would
the MB want to establish a
“shadow government” within our government?” As the presenters pointed out,
however, when the time comes later (in Phase five) to take over the
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government, the Muslim Brotherhood must have a government structure in
place ready to take control, much like what the MB is currently doing in Egypt.
The first time you read these documents, it is almost beyond comprehension to
think that something could actually be happening here in America but, my
friends, as the troops in Afghanistan say, “Y C M T S U” (You Can’t Make This
Stuff Up) or something like that.
 
Phase Three: “ Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the
rulers, through utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.”
 
Commentary: We currently send roughly 750 billion dollars per year over seas
to buy oil, much of which goes to countries who don’t particularly like us. What
do you think they do with that money? Much of it comes back to the U.S. to
fund Muslim Brotherhood operations especially the media operations branch of
their information warfare machine.
 
What is perhaps worse, however, is all the “free media” that the uninformed
“useful idiots” in our media (yes, even Fox News) give to Muslim Brotherhood
front organizations to spread their propaganda and destroy the reputation of
anyone who dares confront them. For example, did anyone catch the recent
news coverage of the controversy at West Point when Lt. Gen. (Retired) William
Boykin was going to speak at their Prayer Breakfast? Gen. Boykin, who was one
of the speakers at our recent Oklahoma seminar, is the retired Commanding
General of Delta Force and was simply going to speak about his faith during
times of war but CAIR publically accused him of being an Islamophobe and, as
a result of the media feeding frenzy, he had to withdraw from speaking. Think
back, how many times have you seen a CAIR spokesman commenting about
other matters in some form of media? This is what’s known as “utilizing mass
media.”
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front
organization. Also, CAIR has invited your state legislators to their Annual
Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think your elected officials should be
doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how you feel? Stay
tuned here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a
neighborhood near you, compliments of CAIR.
 
More coming soon on the remaining Phases of the Muslim Brotherhood’s plan to
take over America.

 
 

    
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses. 

Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet

they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
 
 
 
  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to

prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at

the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
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Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call

costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and

frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin

to clean up our country.
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From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Seniors Find They CAN"T Keep Their Current Coverage
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2011 10:07:41 AM

An article in the Marin Independent Journal today profiles a decision by Anthem Blue Cross to
terminate its Medicare Advantage plan, resulting in more than 100,000 California seniors losing
access to their current coverage:

Ng said Anthem Blue Cross decided to end its [Medicare] Advantage plan because otherwise,
rising costs would have required it to either increase premiums or reduce benefits.
Wanda Jones, president of San Francisco's New Century Healthcare Institute, said Anthem
Blue Cross also may be reacting to changes in federal regulation of Advantage plans that
are being implemented as part of health care reform.
"The feds have let these plans know that they intend to make them roll back their costs to
match Medicare basic," Jones said. "It's Blue Cross wanting to cut its potential losses before
they occur."
Anthem's decision will affect 113,000 Medicare beneficiaries statewide, and decisions by
other health plans to drop their Advantage plans will force another 37,000 beneficiaries in
California to switch plans, said Jack Cheevers, a Medicare spokesman.

The article also notes that “Anthem's exit leaves Kaiser Permanente as the only private company
offering an Advantage plan in Marin” County – meaning seniors there will NOT have a choice of
plans.
 
Last week, Speaker Pelosi admitted that Democrats “took a half a trillion dollars out of Medicare” in
Obamacare, to pay for costly new entitlements.  the article once again illustrates how taking that
money out of Medicare has affected seniors – higher premiums, reduced benefits, dropped
coverage, and less choice.
 
As a reminder, the Obama campaign platform promised that “you will not have to change plans.  For
those who have insurance now, nothing will change under the Obama plan – except that you will
pay less.”  Today’s development once again proves how that promise has fallen short for hundreds
of thousands of seniors.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance Commissioner
Date: Friday, January 13, 2012 12:50:46 PM
Attachments: PR-Shortey11312.doc

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

405-521-5774
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012
 

Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance
Commissioner

 
 

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to criticism of Oklahoma
Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma Senate Democrats.
 
“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to President
Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans are being discussed, it is
important to remember that many Democrats don’t actually want the private health care
system to succeed, and so the failures they’ve created in the health insurance market are as
much by design as by mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat
created failure.
 
“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of utopian
healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance cannot be conducted
profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable of operating profitably in the
healthcare market, and only the government will be willing to operate in the market at a loss. 
At that point the Democrats will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of
completely socializing healthcare in America.
 
“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject the attempt of
Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s healthcare system.  Commissioner
Doak has a track record of finding free market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m
confident he’ll be able to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma
without the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.”
 
For more information, contact:
Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557

 
-END-
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Oklahoma State Senate


Communications Division


State Capitol


Oklahoma City, OK 73105


405-521-5774


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012


Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance Commissioner

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to criticism of Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma Senate Democrats.

“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to President Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans are being discussed, it is important to remember that many Democrats don’t actually want the private health care system to succeed, and so the failures they’ve created in the health insurance market are as much by design as by mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat created failure.

“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of utopian healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance cannot be conducted profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable of operating profitably in the healthcare market, and only the government will be willing to operate in the market at a loss.  At that point the Democrats will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of completely socializing healthcare in America. 


“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject the attempt of Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s healthcare system.  Commissioner Doak has a track record of finding free market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m confident he’ll be able to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma without the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557

-END-
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To: Matt Glanville
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Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

405-521-5774
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012
 

Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance
Commissioner

 
 

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to criticism of Oklahoma
Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma Senate Democrats.
 
“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to President
Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans are being discussed, it is
important to remember that many Democrats don’t actually want the private health care
system to succeed, and so the failures they’ve created in the health insurance market are as
much by design as by mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat
created failure.
 
“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of utopian
healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance cannot be conducted
profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable of operating profitably in the
healthcare market, and only the government will be willing to operate in the market at a loss. 
At that point the Democrats will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of
completely socializing healthcare in America.
 
“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject the attempt of
Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s healthcare system.  Commissioner
Doak has a track record of finding free market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m
confident he’ll be able to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma
without the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.”
 
For more information, contact:
Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557

 
-END-
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Oklahoma State Senate


Communications Division


State Capitol


Oklahoma City, OK 73105


405-521-5774


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 13, 2012


Shortey responds to criticisms of Insurance Commissioner

Sen. Ralph Shortey today issued the following statement in response to criticism of Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John Doak by Oklahoma Senate Democrats.

“I disagree with Senators Burrage and Adelson and the aid they are giving to President Obama in his war on the private healthcare system.  As their plans are being discussed, it is important to remember that many Democrats don’t actually want the private health care system to succeed, and so the failures they’ve created in the health insurance market are as much by design as by mistake.  The child-only policy is just one example of a Democrat created failure.

“What is happening is that the Democrats are trying to legislate a long list of utopian healthcare mandates that will guarantee the business of insurance cannot be conducted profitably.  If they are successful, no one will be capable of operating profitably in the healthcare market, and only the government will be willing to operate in the market at a loss.  At that point the Democrats will have finally achieved their decades-long dream of completely socializing healthcare in America. 


“Oklahomans reject Obamacare and I’m confident they will likewise reject the attempt of Senators Burrage and Adelson to socialize Oklahoma’s healthcare system.  Commissioner Doak has a track record of finding free market solutions to our healthcare problems, and I’m confident he’ll be able to clean up the child-only mess the Democrats have left Oklahoma without the help of any legislation proposed by Senators Burrage and Adelson.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Shortey: (405) 521-5557

-END-
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To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Should Occupy Wall Street Oppose Obamacare?
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 7:00:17 AM
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It’s not as far-fetched a question as some might imagine.  Multiple stories about the Occupy Wall
Street movement have noted that the protestors cite student loan debts as one of their foremost
complaints.  The causes of rising tuition are numerous and varied; some experts argue that the easy
availability of student loan subsidies actually accelerates tuition increases.  But one reason for rising
tuition at public universities is that more and more state government funds are being diverted to
Medicaid programs.  As former Obama Administration budget chief Peter Orszag wrote in a column
last week:

Almost three-quarters of all college students attend public schools, and state governments
have provided primary support for these institutions.  But revenue constraints, combined
with rising Medicaid expenditures, push states to reduce spending on colleges and
universities.

The experience of the past few years has been consistent with what the economist Tom
Kane of Harvard University and I showed in a series of papers several years ago: Pressure
from rising health costs causes states to cut back their relative support for higher education,
especially during economic declines.  And the education funding never returns to its pre-
belt-tightening level.

In 1977, state appropriations for higher education averaged $8.50 per $1,000 in personal
income.  By 2002, after cutbacks during recessions, it had fallen to $7 for every $1,000 of
personal income.  And last year, after further reductions during the latest recession, it had
declined to $6.

The most recent spending cuts have tended to be largest in those states with the sharpest
increases in Medicaid spending, as Kane and I had found for previous business cycles.  For
example, from 2008 to 2010, for every percentage-point increase in the share of a state’s
general-fund budget devoted to Medicaid, funding for higher education was reduced, on
average, by 3 percent.

As we’ve previously noted, Obamacare only exacerbates these tensions, by increasing the size of the
unfunded mandates on states.  At a time when states face budget deficits totaling a collective $175
billion, Obamacare is imposing new unfunded mandates of at least $118 billion.
 
Dr. Orszag’s column, and the state budget information we passed along back in July (and pasted
again below), once again reiterate the fact that other portions of state budgets like higher education
are being cut disproportionately to preserve Medicaid programs – a trend that will only accelerate in
the future once Obamacare’s massive Medicaid expansion takes effect in 2014.  So if the students in
Zuccotti Park think their tuition payments and student loan debts are too high now, they may want
to ponder the fact that, thanks to Obamacare, the situation could actually get much worse.
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Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 
From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) 
Sent: Friday, July 08, 2011 3:27 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: The Opportunity Cost of Medicaid Mandates
 
The Wall Street Journal yesterday published an article recapping state legislatures’ activity, as many
legislative sessions have concluded and most state fiscal years began last Friday.  Two graphs merit
attention, and are pasted below.  The first shows that Medicaid comprises an average 22% of state
budgets, followed by K-12 education (21%) and higher education (10%).  Yet as the second graph
summarizing midyear budget cuts during the last fiscal year demonstrates, both K-12 and higher
education each bore more than twice as many budget cuts as Medicaid, even though Medicaid
comprises a larger share of the average state’s budget.
 
Each state’s budget and circumstances are unique – in some situations, significantly cutting
education spending may make more sense than reducing Medicaid expenditures – but these two
charts collectively demonstrate how the Medicaid mandates in the “stimulus” and Obamacare are
forcing states to choose health care entitlement spending over schools and universities.  Remember
too that at a time when states face budget deficits totaling a collective $175 billion, the health care
law is imposing new unfunded mandates of at least $118 billion.  So the kinds of difficult choices
reflected in the below graphs – and their impact on students – are likely to continue, and even
possibly accelerate, in the years ahead.
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: So you think you can scare the Tea Party? Update on the Dentist/Reserve Deputy article
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 8:14:28 AM
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Stark Contrast Indeed

 

Last week State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell sent out a blog posting labeled “Stark Contrast” in which he
showed Obama undermining the rationale for his re election.  Pinnell calls it a lesson of a failed leader, one
that can’t work with opposing sides to come to workable solutions and castigates Obama for wanting
another term.  He then goes on to state that if Obama can’t deliver change, then why should anyone vote
for him?

 
 

Well Matt, were you looking in a mirror when you wrote that?   Haven’t you also failed massively as state
GOP chairman?  No need to go through the list, our readers are well aware of the shortcomings of the GOP
in 2011 and 2012 under your leadership.  Why should anyone support you in 2013 for another term as
state GOP chairman?

 
 

Pinnell goes on to praise Romney for working with the Democrats in Massachusetts to pursue Republican
Party Platform values like balancing budgets and cutting taxes, but Matt has continually demonized
Democrats in Oklahoma even when they were the ones that had allied with the conservative Republicans
to prevent Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges, to prevent the passing of billions in new bonded debt
for state taxpayers, and in supporting Open Carry for Oklahomans to restore our 2nd Amendment rights.

 
 

Romney might have delivered change when faced with an 85% Democratic legislator but Matt Pinnell
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Comtec Security
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couldn’t do squat with a House and Senate that is what, 65% to 70% Republican? 

 
 

Pinnell stated that Obama lead as a Chicago politican and Romney lead as a statesman.  And who did you
lead like Matt?  Bobo the Clown?

 
 
 

Matt, it is past time for you to resign from the Republican Party.   As much as it pains me to admit, Gary
Jones wasn’t much worse than you are.   Yeah, last week we beat on you and you delivered a check to the
Dave Bell Senate race and offered some help.  But we had to beat it out of you, didn’t we?

 

 
 

 

ALAC In Action in Kansas
The Kansas conservatives are doing well up north these days.  They passed an ALAC bill last year and state
judges are using it to uphold American law over the use of Sharia law.  ALAC stands for American Law for
American Courts.   The twist on this case is that a Muslim man is using the ALAC law to protect his assets in
a divorce from a Muslim woman!  The victory allowed the Muslim man to evade a nearly $700,000
judgment that he would have owed had Sharia law been followed.

 
 

This just shows you that the law is a good idea for everyone in the state.  The case shows how it is nearly
impossible for a district judge to interpret what another culture and legal system has written, even as
simply as getting an accurate translation of what the foreign law actually stated.

 
 

The story is an interesting read and well worth looking at.  Click here to read the story.
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Senate District 15 Race
 

The race for an open seat in Senate District 15 down in Cleveland County is beginning to heat up. This seat
covers a good portion of Cleveland County and a small part of Oklahoma County. You can see the District
Map here.District Map here.  

 
 

This will be the first of a two part series covering both candidates in the race for that seat.

 

We’ll begin with the Republican candidate, Mr. Rob Standridge. By most standards, Mr. Standridge’s work
ethic would stand out. He was  proud enough of his days as a paper delivery man to admit it in their
resume. That resume includes him working as an E.M.T. while he was undecided about going to college. He
also operated a landscaping company during that time, and kept that company while he was in college,
only selling it when he graduated.  His website is here.    

  

On his web page we found a statement of particular interest to us. Under the Limited Government section
he referred to a statement by James Madison who considered the necessity of government a misfortune.
With a statement like that, I have to ask myself, why don’t more Republicans think like that? On other
issues, he pretty much follows the party platform.

 

Next we looked at his campaign finances.  As Mr. Standridge has never held office before, all we could find
was his financial records. What is disturbing is the fact that the GOP has only contributed $250.00 to his
campaign. The uncoded portion of the report indicates contributions from private donors. That by far
exceeds the donations of all other groups involved. Of those other groups involved, none of them are from
the State Chamber of Commerce and none of them are unions..

 

We next poured over his expenditures, contribution list, contribution list from committees and last minute
contribution list. The only item we found was a missing report, but it was covered with the filling of what is
known as a C3R, or Statement of Inactivity from Jan. 01, 2011 through March 31, 2011. His financials are
squeaky clean.

 

If this man works as hard in the Senate as he has in his personal life, then the State of Oklahoma cannot go
wrong by having him take his place in the State House. The only question would be, will the rest of the
Senate corrupt him?
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Charleysaurus Has a Thought
That Troubled Him
 

Charleysaurus was on the job that fateful day when the asteroid hit Earth and begun the extinction of the
dinosaurs.  He was washing some 4’ x 8’ aluminum frame store front windows and a little miffed at the
shop owner for not calling him earlier before the windows got so dirty.  (Yes silly,  dinosaurs had aluminum
window frames, squeegees and overalls, otherwise we couldn’t write about Charleysaurus).   He saw a flash
of light on the horizon and felt the ground shudder long before he heard the impact; the asteroid had
collided with earth nearly a quarter of the globe away.

 
 

Puzzled was the best description of how Charleysaurus felt, his walnut sized brain simply didn’t have the
processing power to host a full emotional response like worry but something in Charleysaurus’s hard wired
instincts made him uneasy.   He watched the clouds boiling up on the horizon as the  blast wave swept
dust and debri  high into the stratosphere and watched the darkness coming closer and closer.  He saw the
new creatures, the one that were called mammals scurrying past, away from the approaching storm and
again a sense of unease settled over his being.
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But Charleysaurus just shrugged, dipped his squeegee into his bucket, and did a final pass over the window
not understanding that not long  after his customer paid him the window would need washing once again
as the dust and debri reached the storefront.   Charlie was doomed to extinction because of his hardwired
instincts.  He just couldn’t deal with the coming environment, things were just too different for
Charleysaurus to accept.

 
 

We have lots of fun with old Charley mainly because he is such a pompus cuss but last week Charlie
Meadows with OKPAC put out an email that actually gave us hope that he was learning or at least
beginning to question his tactics.   His article had a review of an Oklahoman editorial some time back, one
where the Sooner Tea Party was mentioned.  Here is the relevant part of Charlie’s article where he
dissected the Oklahoma editorial , with the editorial in red type and Charlie’s comments in blue type:

 

 
 

McBride’s runoff opponent was backed by the Sooner Tea Party, a
splinter group that (unlike the national tea party movement) tends to
view individuals’ business success as suspect or worse.

(The Sooner Tea Party probably attaches itself to candidates in many
cases without being asked and since they are a splinter group, why
even bring them up? They are ineffective and more likely to be the
kiss of death for a candidate rather than a help. I have no use for
the Sooner Tea Party or its leader Al Gerhart, but I will say this, Al
is a hard working small businessman that I have never known to be
against business success as long as those achieving success did so
according to the principles of the free market and did not break the
law to achieve their success).
 

Charlie doesn’t quite get what it is that we do and why it is so effective.  Yes we pick who we endorse, it
would be kind of dumb to let them pick us, the idea is to find candidates that reflect our values and show
a clear difference from the RINO incumbent.   But the key to understanding Charlie’s confusion is that
question mark, “why bring them up?”.

 
 

They bring us up because we matter Charlie, so they can demonize us to try to slow us down or blunt our
effectiveness.  No one bothers to be concerned with an opponent that is no threat, you simply ignore
them.  The Oklahoman is quite content to ignore OKCPAC, they have for years, even more so now as they
see us as the main threat to their corporate welfare schemes.  Remember what the State Chamber wrote
back in 2011?  That the Tea Party was their main adversary over the unions and the lawyers. 

 
 

They are doing exactly what we reported several months back after one of our moles reported back on one
of their strategy meetings;  labeling any opponent as “anti business”.   Did they bother to label OCPAC as
anti business?  No and here is why they won’t.

 
 

The State Chamber and the Oklahoman are content to leave OCPAC alone because what you guys do
doesn’t harm them.  Interviewing candidates and giving them a few hundred dollars hardly competes with
their candidates who amass war chests of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Nor can OCPAC compete with
the big businesses that can hand out $5,000 maximum donations like they were bubble gum.   But what
you do effectively is to soak up a lot of upset citizens and basically immobilize them into inaction.   You
give them something to do, come to lunch and listen to some politicians or outside speakers, then go home
and waste the rest of the week because by golly, you did something.
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On the rare occasion you do raise a concern you usually wind up apologizing for the RINOs like you did with
Sykes and the rest.  We all remember when you endorsed the Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges
because one of your pet politicians was supporting it.  We slapped the piss out of you over that and even
OKSAFE kicked your rinse bucket over until you backed off your endorsement of the Obama Care policy. 
The State Chamber and the Oklahoman  would be fools to attack what you are doing, it is far too useful for
their goals.

 
 

But thank you for the kind words about me personally.  I do respect and support anyone that works for
their wealth, who earns it through honest commerce or toil.  This isn’t about class warfare or being anti
business, that is just the State Chamber’s marketing strategy.

 
 

We stopped Obama Care last session Charlie and everyone knows it.  We did it while I was taking a few
months off to lead the Ron Paul campaign so it was done with one hand tied behind our back, all I did was
write one very short email to the Senate.  Another email at the end of session helped stop Governor
Fallin’s billions in new bond debt for Oklahoma taxpayers.  We helped defeat Guy Liebman and helped put
Bridenstine over the top in Tulsa.

 
 

Ineffective Charlie?    When we can raise and spend more per year reaching the voters through our
newspaper than you collect in dues and donations?  When we helped emasculate a sitting House Speaker
after he attacked conservatives?   When we instigated the grand jury investigation of a sitting District
Attorney and saw him return thousands of dollars in improper campaign donations and saw four court
cases involving crooked lawyers get settled after four, even five years?  Do you even comprehend that
when you clean up corruption they all notice even if it is across the state or at the local level?

 
 

 

Charlie, the good news is that you are now seeing the inconsistencies, it won’t be long before you realize
that you can’t force change talking to politicians, you force change by talking to their voters.

 
 

 

 

 Put your legs down Matt or I'll smack them instead

Update on the Refusal of the GOP
to Support Republican Candidates

 
There is some good news to support.   The Oklahoma Republican Party gave Dave Bell $1,000 last week,
after it was beat out of them of course.   Pinnell promised mailouts and phone calls as well as precinct
walkers, let’s see if he will deliver.
 
 
 

David Tackett managed to get some funds from the House PAC but his Democratic opponent  has put out
literature featuring Governor Mary Fallin on the front, implying her endorsement.   Tackett’s campaign
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asked the Governor to either admit or deny the endorsement but was met with silence.   State
Representative Mike Reynolds joined in the fray with the following email:

 
 

Governor Fallin,

 
 

Were you aware that DEMOCRAT Representative Wade Rousselot is using your picture in his
campaign mailings? Rousselot has consistently voted against issues that are important to
Republicans in the state of Oklahoma including Pro-life, 2nd amendment and fiscal matters.

 
 

Would you please ask him to cease this activity immediately, and immediately endorse the
Republican Candidate for this important election? I am sure you would agree with me that if he
wants to use Republicans to promote his campaign he should change parties and become one.
Even better he should vote like a republican.

 
 

 Thank you for your assistance in this important matter. I look forward to your response.

 
 

 Respectfully,

 
 

Representative Mike Reynolds

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep in mind that Rousselot is a pro abortion liberal that voted for Shariah law to be accepted here in
Oklahoma and is against Open Carry.  

 
 
The Tackett campaign is asking voters to contact Governor Fallin’s political director Denise Northrup  at

  and ask if Governor Fallin is actually endorsing the Democrat over a fellow
Republican.
 
 
 
 

 

 So You Think You Can Scare the Tea Party?
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Update on  Previous Story:

 

A Model Citizen Helping Others?

 An Attempt to Influence the Jury Pool in a Federal Indictment?

 Or the Muslim Brotherhood Burrowing Deep Into Oklahoma Law
Enforcement?

 

We ran a story on September 9th outlining a major security breach that Oklahoma
County Sheriff John Whetsel had caused when he is alleged to have allowed a wealthy
dentist to “pay for play” through massive donations to the sheriff department.

 

 

 
 

 

The story centered on allegations of Eli Tanios Jarjoura, a wealthy dentist of Lebanese or
Syrian descent who comes from a Beirut Lebanon family.  What caused the suspicion was a
reported massive increase in personal wealth, unusual access to law enforcement data, massive
donations to the sheriff department, allegations of flight training not followed up by obtaining a
pilot’s license, and his access to a very, very, advanced communication system that sheriff
department insiders claim can access Homeland Security and FBI warnings and updates.

 

Mr. Jarjoura also had allegations of irregularities concerning his acceptance into a CLEET law
enforcement training program as a felony arrest was still on his record at the time he was
accepted into CLEET.    The 1994 arrest information comes from the OSCN network and contains
numerous entries documenting the alleged arrest and the process until the case was dismissed
with costs.   In 2009  Mr. Jarjoura had hired a law firm to expunge the arrest record and was
successful, but some sources are claiming that there appear to be ill regularities in the
expungement that cause them to wonder if the expungement was completed.  

 
 
Regardless, the final expungement document was filed in April according to the OSCN network
website document and Jarjoura was allegedly accepted to CLEET in March so any sort of
competent background check should have revealed the felony arrest, especially if it was still up on
the OSCN as of early this month.  Was the case sealed?   We think it might have been but that
doesn’t excuse the failure to find the previous arrest record and delay CLEET participation until the
problem had been solved.  I would like to know who did the actual background check on Mr.
Jarjoura and if it was the Oklahoma Sheriffs office that had a vested interest in pleasing the
wealthy donor.
 

Mr. Jarjoura is also facing a federal civil indictment for Medicad fraud according to federal case number
number CV-00025-L filed in the Western District of Oklahoma.  The case covers covers eleven dentists or
professional corporations that are either partners involved in Bright Smiles dental company or closely tied
with them and the court case alleges $15,000,000.00 in Medicare fraud at seven locations of the Bright
Smiles dental company.   The federal government is alleging that Mr. Jarjoura and his associates offered
illegal inducements for Medicade/Sooner Care patients in the form of free transportation and 7 11 gas
cards.

 
 

The Federal civil indictment also references a case where they seem to be alleging that unnecessary dental
work was done on baby teeth including root canals and capping five teeth for a total cost  billed to
taxpayers of  $3498.00.

 
 

In the original story we asked a lot of questions, what was this man’s real nationality, was he Muslim, did
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he have any ties to any other Middle Eastern men other than the ones listed in the federal civil court case,
why was he spending so much money gaining access to law enforcement?   We even suggested that he
might be a Lebanese Christian but wondered if he had any family still in Lebanon that might be subject to
pressure from Muslim extremists.  Well, we learned the answers to some of those questions this week
after an Oklahoman reporter contacted us.

 
 

The reporter seems to be just now developing the story but we talked of several inconsistencies between
the documentation and Mr. Jarjoura’s claims.    He claims to be Christian, of Lebanese descent, although
genealogy resources reported that the surname was Syrian.  Perhaps it is but the family moved to Lebanon
years ago, we don’t know.   Mr. Jarjoura is allegedly denying the 1994 arrest and the accompanying
expungement but the reporter had found a copy of one of the expungement orders online but couldn’t
track down the actual court records and might not if they have been sealed.  Our sources found the
original info on the OSCN, Oklahoma State Courts Network but the info was removed shortly after they
inquired about the case.  The screen shot was captured and it seems to be valid and the disappearance of
the info confirms that it was a loose end that embarrassed the court system.  Mr. Jarjoura also denies that
the federal government has him under civil indictment despite the public court records showing otherwise.

 
 

But it didn’t stop there, Mr. Jarjoura hired a law firm to send the Sooner Tea Party a threatening letter
asking for the removal of our story, an apology, and for the removal of blog article that looked into our
article and confirmed much of it and even added more information to the story.   The author of the blog
must have received a lawsuit threat as well as they have removed their story.

 
 

We did take another look at our original story and found one mistake that we own Mr. Jarjoura an apology
for, we listed the federal document type correctly, it was a CV which is a Civil court case but we made a
mistake later in the article and wrote that he was facing a criminal indictment.  The confusion occurred
based upon the statue used in the federal civil case where they relied upon the Oklahoma Medicaid False
Claims Act, a so called Lincoln Law or Qui Tam action.  The statute we researched was general Medicaid
fraud, Section 56- 1006 in the Oklahoma Statutes where anything over $2,500 was a felony punishable by
up to three years in jail.

 
 

§56-1006.  Medicaid fraud - Penalties.

A.  Any person found to have committed any violation of paragraphs 1 through 6 of subsection A of
Section 1005 of this title shall be deemed guilty of Medicaid fraud.

 
 

B.  1.  Any person committing Medicaid fraud where the aggregate amount of payments illegally claimed or
received is Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) or more shall be guilty of a felony, and upon
conviction thereof shall pay a fine of not more than three times the amount of payments illegally claimed
or received or Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) whichever is greater, or be imprisoned for not more than
three (3) years, or both such fine and imprisonment.

 

We do apologize to Mr. Jarjoura for the mistake; he is indeed facing a federal civil indictment not a federal
criminal indictment.  We will also figure out how to modify the archived story and change the info from
criminal to civil indictment although we might have to take the entire story down and replace it with a
replacement story.   Make no mistake about it though, we stand by our opinions in the story other than
the one mistake and the questions that we asked as they were quite serious.

 
 

Mr. Jarjoura did threaten a libel suit against the Sooner Tea Party but that isn’t likely given that he is facing
the federal civil trial where they are this very month submitting witness lists.  This case is very likely going
to trial.    Suing an organization that reaches tens of thousands of Oklahoma voters every week along with
tens of thousands each month with the Oklahoma-Guardian would be legal suicide.   Plus legal libel is a
tough case to prove as actual malice must be intended and public figures like Mr. Jarjoura have even less
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protection.

 
 
 
 We have morphed into a political newspaper and all newspapers are hungry for content.    His lawyer
would face malpractice charges if he was foolish to advise a public fight with the Tea Party before a jury
trial.
 
 
 
  But if he did we would treat them no different from a crooked politician, blanket the areas where they
live and work to tell all their neighbors, friends, and customers all the slimy details.   Any federal defendant
with any sense would realize that would be their worst nightmare.
 
 
 
And late in the week we heard secondhand that Sheriff Whetsel was going to restrict Mr.
Jarjoura’a access to the sensitive information and security updates.  If he does that I’d invite him
and Mr. Jarjoura for lunch, maybe a bacon, lettuce, and tomato sandwich.   Or maybe a pizza
with Canadian Bacon, ham, and sausage.    He certainly would have removed a major concern if
access to this dangerous technology is closely monitored.

 

And there is a free Sooner Tea Party tee shirt to the person that is first to send in the correct
quote associated with the photo used at the start of the article.   I think that quote says
everything that needs said about Mr. Jarjoura's threatening letter from his lawyer.
 

 
 
 
 My goodness, Mike McCarville is the gift that just keeps on giving.   Last week the McCarville
Report published an attack on Al without looking into the person making the claims.  Not smart
Mike.   I must say you are looking better in the photo above but I'm sure that dodderage is close
at hand.
 
I did answer the rant at the source with a complete story of what actually went on between the
grassroots and the National campaign but I think I'll answer the McCarville report attack with
scanned business type card that the author of Mike's screed hands out along with her husband.  
You see Mike, this woman and her husband run a cult in NE Oklahoma that tells almost all other
Christians that they are going to hell.  I think the card tells the entire story or you can visit the
website to read the reply.  If not, if the cult pickets your church one Sunday perhaps you can ask
for more info.
 
Nice friends you have there Mike.   You ought to recruit them for the State Chamber.
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Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses. 
Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet
they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to
prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at
the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo
call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely
and frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can
begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North Rockwell
Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal
donation button.
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Subject: So you think you can scare the Tea Party? Update on the Dentist/Reserve Deputy article
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 8:14:34 AM
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Stark Contrast Indeed

 

Last week State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell sent out a blog posting labeled “Stark Contrast” in which he
showed Obama undermining the rationale for his re election.  Pinnell calls it a lesson of a failed leader, one
that can’t work with opposing sides to come to workable solutions and castigates Obama for wanting
another term.  He then goes on to state that if Obama can’t deliver change, then why should anyone vote
for him?

 
 

Well Matt, were you looking in a mirror when you wrote that?   Haven’t you also failed massively as state
GOP chairman?  No need to go through the list, our readers are well aware of the shortcomings of the GOP
in 2011 and 2012 under your leadership.  Why should anyone support you in 2013 for another term as
state GOP chairman?

 
 

Pinnell goes on to praise Romney for working with the Democrats in Massachusetts to pursue Republican
Party Platform values like balancing budgets and cutting taxes, but Matt has continually demonized
Democrats in Oklahoma even when they were the ones that had allied with the conservative Republicans
to prevent Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges, to prevent the passing of billions in new bonded debt
for state taxpayers, and in supporting Open Carry for Oklahomans to restore our 2nd Amendment rights.

 
 

Romney might have delivered change when faced with an 85% Democratic legislator but Matt Pinnell
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
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security systems in
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quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.
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ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

couldn’t do squat with a House and Senate that is what, 65% to 70% Republican? 

 
 

Pinnell stated that Obama lead as a Chicago politican and Romney lead as a statesman.  And who did you
lead like Matt?  Bobo the Clown?

 
 
 

Matt, it is past time for you to resign from the Republican Party.   As much as it pains me to admit, Gary
Jones wasn’t much worse than you are.   Yeah, last week we beat on you and you delivered a check to the
Dave Bell Senate race and offered some help.  But we had to beat it out of you, didn’t we?

 

 
 

 

ALAC In Action in Kansas
The Kansas conservatives are doing well up north these days.  They passed an ALAC bill last year and state
judges are using it to uphold American law over the use of Sharia law.  ALAC stands for American Law for
American Courts.   The twist on this case is that a Muslim man is using the ALAC law to protect his assets in
a divorce from a Muslim woman!  The victory allowed the Muslim man to evade a nearly $700,000
judgment that he would have owed had Sharia law been followed.

 
 

This just shows you that the law is a good idea for everyone in the state.  The case shows how it is nearly
impossible for a district judge to interpret what another culture and legal system has written, even as
simply as getting an accurate translation of what the foreign law actually stated.

 
 

The story is an interesting read and well worth looking at.  Click here to read the story.
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Senate District 15 Race
 

The race for an open seat in Senate District 15 down in Cleveland County is beginning to heat up. This seat
covers a good portion of Cleveland County and a small part of Oklahoma County. You can see the District
Map here.District Map here.  

 
 

This will be the first of a two part series covering both candidates in the race for that seat.

 

We’ll begin with the Republican candidate, Mr. Rob Standridge. By most standards, Mr. Standridge’s work
ethic would stand out. He was  proud enough of his days as a paper delivery man to admit it in their
resume. That resume includes him working as an E.M.T. while he was undecided about going to college. He
also operated a landscaping company during that time, and kept that company while he was in college,
only selling it when he graduated.  His website is here.    

  

On his web page we found a statement of particular interest to us. Under the Limited Government section
he referred to a statement by James Madison who considered the necessity of government a misfortune.
With a statement like that, I have to ask myself, why don’t more Republicans think like that? On other
issues, he pretty much follows the party platform.

 

Next we looked at his campaign finances.  As Mr. Standridge has never held office before, all we could find
was his financial records. What is disturbing is the fact that the GOP has only contributed $250.00 to his
campaign. The uncoded portion of the report indicates contributions from private donors. That by far
exceeds the donations of all other groups involved. Of those other groups involved, none of them are from
the State Chamber of Commerce and none of them are unions..

 

We next poured over his expenditures, contribution list, contribution list from committees and last minute
contribution list. The only item we found was a missing report, but it was covered with the filling of what is
known as a C3R, or Statement of Inactivity from Jan. 01, 2011 through March 31, 2011. His financials are
squeaky clean.

 

If this man works as hard in the Senate as he has in his personal life, then the State of Oklahoma cannot go
wrong by having him take his place in the State House. The only question would be, will the rest of the
Senate corrupt him?
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Charleysaurus Has a Thought
That Troubled Him
 

Charleysaurus was on the job that fateful day when the asteroid hit Earth and begun the extinction of the
dinosaurs.  He was washing some 4’ x 8’ aluminum frame store front windows and a little miffed at the
shop owner for not calling him earlier before the windows got so dirty.  (Yes silly,  dinosaurs had aluminum
window frames, squeegees and overalls, otherwise we couldn’t write about Charleysaurus).   He saw a flash
of light on the horizon and felt the ground shudder long before he heard the impact; the asteroid had
collided with earth nearly a quarter of the globe away.

 
 

Puzzled was the best description of how Charleysaurus felt, his walnut sized brain simply didn’t have the
processing power to host a full emotional response like worry but something in Charleysaurus’s hard wired
instincts made him uneasy.   He watched the clouds boiling up on the horizon as the  blast wave swept
dust and debri  high into the stratosphere and watched the darkness coming closer and closer.  He saw the
new creatures, the one that were called mammals scurrying past, away from the approaching storm and
again a sense of unease settled over his being.
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But Charleysaurus just shrugged, dipped his squeegee into his bucket, and did a final pass over the window
not understanding that not long  after his customer paid him the window would need washing once again
as the dust and debri reached the storefront.   Charlie was doomed to extinction because of his hardwired
instincts.  He just couldn’t deal with the coming environment, things were just too different for
Charleysaurus to accept.

 
 

We have lots of fun with old Charley mainly because he is such a pompus cuss but last week Charlie
Meadows with OKPAC put out an email that actually gave us hope that he was learning or at least
beginning to question his tactics.   His article had a review of an Oklahoman editorial some time back, one
where the Sooner Tea Party was mentioned.  Here is the relevant part of Charlie’s article where he
dissected the Oklahoma editorial , with the editorial in red type and Charlie’s comments in blue type:

 

 
 

McBride’s runoff opponent was backed by the Sooner Tea Party, a
splinter group that (unlike the national tea party movement) tends to
view individuals’ business success as suspect or worse.

(The Sooner Tea Party probably attaches itself to candidates in many
cases without being asked and since they are a splinter group, why
even bring them up? They are ineffective and more likely to be the
kiss of death for a candidate rather than a help. I have no use for
the Sooner Tea Party or its leader Al Gerhart, but I will say this, Al
is a hard working small businessman that I have never known to be
against business success as long as those achieving success did so
according to the principles of the free market and did not break the
law to achieve their success).
 

Charlie doesn’t quite get what it is that we do and why it is so effective.  Yes we pick who we endorse, it
would be kind of dumb to let them pick us, the idea is to find candidates that reflect our values and show
a clear difference from the RINO incumbent.   But the key to understanding Charlie’s confusion is that
question mark, “why bring them up?”.

 
 

They bring us up because we matter Charlie, so they can demonize us to try to slow us down or blunt our
effectiveness.  No one bothers to be concerned with an opponent that is no threat, you simply ignore
them.  The Oklahoman is quite content to ignore OKCPAC, they have for years, even more so now as they
see us as the main threat to their corporate welfare schemes.  Remember what the State Chamber wrote
back in 2011?  That the Tea Party was their main adversary over the unions and the lawyers. 

 
 

They are doing exactly what we reported several months back after one of our moles reported back on one
of their strategy meetings;  labeling any opponent as “anti business”.   Did they bother to label OCPAC as
anti business?  No and here is why they won’t.

 
 

The State Chamber and the Oklahoman are content to leave OCPAC alone because what you guys do
doesn’t harm them.  Interviewing candidates and giving them a few hundred dollars hardly competes with
their candidates who amass war chests of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Nor can OCPAC compete with
the big businesses that can hand out $5,000 maximum donations like they were bubble gum.   But what
you do effectively is to soak up a lot of upset citizens and basically immobilize them into inaction.   You
give them something to do, come to lunch and listen to some politicians or outside speakers, then go home
and waste the rest of the week because by golly, you did something.
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On the rare occasion you do raise a concern you usually wind up apologizing for the RINOs like you did with
Sykes and the rest.  We all remember when you endorsed the Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges
because one of your pet politicians was supporting it.  We slapped the piss out of you over that and even
OKSAFE kicked your rinse bucket over until you backed off your endorsement of the Obama Care policy. 
The State Chamber and the Oklahoman  would be fools to attack what you are doing, it is far too useful for
their goals.

 
 

But thank you for the kind words about me personally.  I do respect and support anyone that works for
their wealth, who earns it through honest commerce or toil.  This isn’t about class warfare or being anti
business, that is just the State Chamber’s marketing strategy.

 
 

We stopped Obama Care last session Charlie and everyone knows it.  We did it while I was taking a few
months off to lead the Ron Paul campaign so it was done with one hand tied behind our back, all I did was
write one very short email to the Senate.  Another email at the end of session helped stop Governor
Fallin’s billions in new bond debt for Oklahoma taxpayers.  We helped defeat Guy Liebman and helped put
Bridenstine over the top in Tulsa.

 
 

Ineffective Charlie?    When we can raise and spend more per year reaching the voters through our
newspaper than you collect in dues and donations?  When we helped emasculate a sitting House Speaker
after he attacked conservatives?   When we instigated the grand jury investigation of a sitting District
Attorney and saw him return thousands of dollars in improper campaign donations and saw four court
cases involving crooked lawyers get settled after four, even five years?  Do you even comprehend that
when you clean up corruption they all notice even if it is across the state or at the local level?

 
 

 

Charlie, the good news is that you are now seeing the inconsistencies, it won’t be long before you realize
that you can’t force change talking to politicians, you force change by talking to their voters.

 
 

 

 

 Put your legs down Matt or I'll smack them instead

Update on the Refusal of the GOP
to Support Republican Candidates

 
There is some good news to support.   The Oklahoma Republican Party gave Dave Bell $1,000 last week,
after it was beat out of them of course.   Pinnell promised mailouts and phone calls as well as precinct
walkers, let’s see if he will deliver.
 
 
 

David Tackett managed to get some funds from the House PAC but his Democratic opponent  has put out
literature featuring Governor Mary Fallin on the front, implying her endorsement.   Tackett’s campaign
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asked the Governor to either admit or deny the endorsement but was met with silence.   State
Representative Mike Reynolds joined in the fray with the following email:

 
 

Governor Fallin,

 
 

Were you aware that DEMOCRAT Representative Wade Rousselot is using your picture in his
campaign mailings? Rousselot has consistently voted against issues that are important to
Republicans in the state of Oklahoma including Pro-life, 2nd amendment and fiscal matters.

 
 

Would you please ask him to cease this activity immediately, and immediately endorse the
Republican Candidate for this important election? I am sure you would agree with me that if he
wants to use Republicans to promote his campaign he should change parties and become one.
Even better he should vote like a republican.

 
 

 Thank you for your assistance in this important matter. I look forward to your response.

 
 

 Respectfully,

 
 

Representative Mike Reynolds

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep in mind that Rousselot is a pro abortion liberal that voted for Shariah law to be accepted here in
Oklahoma and is against Open Carry.  

 
 
The Tackett campaign is asking voters to contact Governor Fallin’s political director Denise Northrup  at

  and ask if Governor Fallin is actually endorsing the Democrat over a fellow
Republican.
 
 
 
 

 

 So You Think You Can Scare the Tea Party?
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Update on  Previous Story:

 

A Model Citizen Helping Others?

 An Attempt to Influence the Jury Pool in a Federal Indictment?

 Or the Muslim Brotherhood Burrowing Deep Into Oklahoma Law
Enforcement?

 

We ran a story on September 9th outlining a major security breach that Oklahoma
County Sheriff John Whetsel had caused when he is alleged to have allowed a wealthy
dentist to “pay for play” through massive donations to the sheriff department.

 

 

 
 

 

The story centered on allegations of Eli Tanios Jarjoura, a wealthy dentist of Lebanese or
Syrian descent who comes from a Beirut Lebanon family.  What caused the suspicion was a
reported massive increase in personal wealth, unusual access to law enforcement data, massive
donations to the sheriff department, allegations of flight training not followed up by obtaining a
pilot’s license, and his access to a very, very, advanced communication system that sheriff
department insiders claim can access Homeland Security and FBI warnings and updates.

 

Mr. Jarjoura also had allegations of irregularities concerning his acceptance into a CLEET law
enforcement training program as a felony arrest was still on his record at the time he was
accepted into CLEET.    The 1994 arrest information comes from the OSCN network and contains
numerous entries documenting the alleged arrest and the process until the case was dismissed
with costs.   In 2009  Mr. Jarjoura had hired a law firm to expunge the arrest record and was
successful, but some sources are claiming that there appear to be ill regularities in the
expungement that cause them to wonder if the expungement was completed.  

 
 
Regardless, the final expungement document was filed in April according to the OSCN network
website document and Jarjoura was allegedly accepted to CLEET in March so any sort of
competent background check should have revealed the felony arrest, especially if it was still up on
the OSCN as of early this month.  Was the case sealed?   We think it might have been but that
doesn’t excuse the failure to find the previous arrest record and delay CLEET participation until the
problem had been solved.  I would like to know who did the actual background check on Mr.
Jarjoura and if it was the Oklahoma Sheriffs office that had a vested interest in pleasing the
wealthy donor.
 

Mr. Jarjoura is also facing a federal civil indictment for Medicad fraud according to federal case number
number CV-00025-L filed in the Western District of Oklahoma.  The case covers covers eleven dentists or
professional corporations that are either partners involved in Bright Smiles dental company or closely tied
with them and the court case alleges $15,000,000.00 in Medicare fraud at seven locations of the Bright
Smiles dental company.   The federal government is alleging that Mr. Jarjoura and his associates offered
illegal inducements for Medicade/Sooner Care patients in the form of free transportation and 7 11 gas
cards.

 
 

The Federal civil indictment also references a case where they seem to be alleging that unnecessary dental
work was done on baby teeth including root canals and capping five teeth for a total cost  billed to
taxpayers of  $3498.00.

 
 

In the original story we asked a lot of questions, what was this man’s real nationality, was he Muslim, did
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he have any ties to any other Middle Eastern men other than the ones listed in the federal civil court case,
why was he spending so much money gaining access to law enforcement?   We even suggested that he
might be a Lebanese Christian but wondered if he had any family still in Lebanon that might be subject to
pressure from Muslim extremists.  Well, we learned the answers to some of those questions this week
after an Oklahoman reporter contacted us.

 
 

The reporter seems to be just now developing the story but we talked of several inconsistencies between
the documentation and Mr. Jarjoura’s claims.    He claims to be Christian, of Lebanese descent, although
genealogy resources reported that the surname was Syrian.  Perhaps it is but the family moved to Lebanon
years ago, we don’t know.   Mr. Jarjoura is allegedly denying the 1994 arrest and the accompanying
expungement but the reporter had found a copy of one of the expungement orders online but couldn’t
track down the actual court records and might not if they have been sealed.  Our sources found the
original info on the OSCN, Oklahoma State Courts Network but the info was removed shortly after they
inquired about the case.  The screen shot was captured and it seems to be valid and the disappearance of
the info confirms that it was a loose end that embarrassed the court system.  Mr. Jarjoura also denies that
the federal government has him under civil indictment despite the public court records showing otherwise.

 
 

But it didn’t stop there, Mr. Jarjoura hired a law firm to send the Sooner Tea Party a threatening letter
asking for the removal of our story, an apology, and for the removal of blog article that looked into our
article and confirmed much of it and even added more information to the story.   The author of the blog
must have received a lawsuit threat as well as they have removed their story.

 
 

We did take another look at our original story and found one mistake that we own Mr. Jarjoura an apology
for, we listed the federal document type correctly, it was a CV which is a Civil court case but we made a
mistake later in the article and wrote that he was facing a criminal indictment.  The confusion occurred
based upon the statue used in the federal civil case where they relied upon the Oklahoma Medicaid False
Claims Act, a so called Lincoln Law or Qui Tam action.  The statute we researched was general Medicaid
fraud, Section 56- 1006 in the Oklahoma Statutes where anything over $2,500 was a felony punishable by
up to three years in jail.

 
 

§56-1006.  Medicaid fraud - Penalties.

A.  Any person found to have committed any violation of paragraphs 1 through 6 of subsection A of
Section 1005 of this title shall be deemed guilty of Medicaid fraud.

 
 

B.  1.  Any person committing Medicaid fraud where the aggregate amount of payments illegally claimed or
received is Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) or more shall be guilty of a felony, and upon
conviction thereof shall pay a fine of not more than three times the amount of payments illegally claimed
or received or Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) whichever is greater, or be imprisoned for not more than
three (3) years, or both such fine and imprisonment.

 

We do apologize to Mr. Jarjoura for the mistake; he is indeed facing a federal civil indictment not a federal
criminal indictment.  We will also figure out how to modify the archived story and change the info from
criminal to civil indictment although we might have to take the entire story down and replace it with a
replacement story.   Make no mistake about it though, we stand by our opinions in the story other than
the one mistake and the questions that we asked as they were quite serious.

 
 

Mr. Jarjoura did threaten a libel suit against the Sooner Tea Party but that isn’t likely given that he is facing
the federal civil trial where they are this very month submitting witness lists.  This case is very likely going
to trial.    Suing an organization that reaches tens of thousands of Oklahoma voters every week along with
tens of thousands each month with the Oklahoma-Guardian would be legal suicide.   Plus legal libel is a
tough case to prove as actual malice must be intended and public figures like Mr. Jarjoura have even less
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protection.

 
 
 
 We have morphed into a political newspaper and all newspapers are hungry for content.    His lawyer
would face malpractice charges if he was foolish to advise a public fight with the Tea Party before a jury
trial.
 
 
 
  But if he did we would treat them no different from a crooked politician, blanket the areas where they
live and work to tell all their neighbors, friends, and customers all the slimy details.   Any federal defendant
with any sense would realize that would be their worst nightmare.
 
 
 
And late in the week we heard secondhand that Sheriff Whetsel was going to restrict Mr.
Jarjoura’a access to the sensitive information and security updates.  If he does that I’d invite him
and Mr. Jarjoura for lunch, maybe a bacon, lettuce, and tomato sandwich.   Or maybe a pizza
with Canadian Bacon, ham, and sausage.    He certainly would have removed a major concern if
access to this dangerous technology is closely monitored.

 

And there is a free Sooner Tea Party tee shirt to the person that is first to send in the correct
quote associated with the photo used at the start of the article.   I think that quote says
everything that needs said about Mr. Jarjoura's threatening letter from his lawyer.
 

 
 
 
 My goodness, Mike McCarville is the gift that just keeps on giving.   Last week the McCarville
Report published an attack on Al without looking into the person making the claims.  Not smart
Mike.   I must say you are looking better in the photo above but I'm sure that dodderage is close
at hand.
 
I did answer the rant at the source with a complete story of what actually went on between the
grassroots and the National campaign but I think I'll answer the McCarville report attack with
scanned business type card that the author of Mike's screed hands out along with her husband.  
You see Mike, this woman and her husband run a cult in NE Oklahoma that tells almost all other
Christians that they are going to hell.  I think the card tells the entire story or you can visit the
website to read the reply.  If not, if the cult pickets your church one Sunday perhaps you can ask
for more info.
 
Nice friends you have there Mike.   You ought to recruit them for the State Chamber.
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Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet
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Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to
prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at
the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo
call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely
and frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can
begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North Rockwell
Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal
donation button.
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To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Some Pigs Are More Equal Than Others It Seems
Date: Sunday, November 13, 2011 11:03:09 PM
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RINO Double Feature!

 
Oh the joys of Oklahoma Republican politician’s
conservative values.   People like to say that an Oklahoma
Democrat would be a Republican in most other states.   
More like ¾ of our Republican politicians used to be
Democrats before they started calling themselves
Republicans.   It wasn’t that long ago that the Capitol was
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec

in the hands of the Democrats and exactly what did you
think happened to all those politicians?   Did they choke at
the trough and die?   Nope, they just switched parties but
not their values.

 

 
Transvestite Gun Czar!

  
An excellent example is Representative Steve Martin of
House District 10 up around Bartlesville.  Representative
Martin was a founding member of the Short Bus
Republican Caucus, so named after he and others
attacked the Tea Party during a House Republican Caucus
meeting.   But Martin was on our radar long before the
2011 session.   In 2010 Representative Martin voted for
HB 2407 tax increase and HB 2359 which increased the
collection of the use tax and increased other taxes.  
Representative Martin also voted for HB 2437, the health
care tax that was found to be unconstitutional by the
Oklahoma Supreme court.
 
In 2011 Representative Martin continued his
misrepresentation of House District 10 constituents by
voting for the infamous HB 1397, the transvestite birth
certificate change bill, making Representative Martin one
of the dozen Transvestite Republican Caucus members.  

 
 Always an overachiever, Representative Martin managed
to become one of the Dirty Dozen, a list of Oklahoma
legislators that the Patrick Henry PAC found to be the
worst of the worst liberal Republicans.
 
Here is Steve Martin's House District.   Contact any friends
and family you might have near the area and tell them to
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start looking for a real conservative.
 

 
 

 Transvestite Republican In The House!
 

Another fine example of liberal Republican politicians is
Representative Earl Sears from the Bartlesville area.
 
Representative Sears also voted for HB 2437, the health
care tax that was found to be unconstitutional by the
Oklahoma Supreme court and for the infamous HB 1397,
the transvestite birth certificate change bill, making
Representative Sears another of the dozen Transvestite
Republican Caucus members.  Representative Sears also
supported the HB 2407 tax increase and HB 2359 use tax
collection increase in 2010, for a total of over one third of
a billion dollars in new taxes on Oklahoma residents.
 
Representative Sears has a nickname at the Capitol, “What
does the A in A & B mean Sears”.   After being given the
Chairmanship position of the Appropriations and Budget
Committee, Sears’ first question when he called the first
meeting to order was “What does the A in A & B stand
for?” 
 
Representative Sears also supported Jeff Hickman, the
RINO candidate in the Speaker Designate race, the one
that ended badly for the liberal Republicans. 
Representative Martin on the other hand was a bit
cleverer; he turned on House leadership and supported
TW Shannon in the Speaker Designate race.

 
Earl Sear's House District map
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And if that wasn’t enough, both Martin and Representative
Sears voted all three times for cramming Obama Care
down our throats with their votes for the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges in 2011.  And
if it wasn’t for the freshmen legislators turning on House
leadership in April of 2011, they would have succeeded in
enabling Obama Care.  
 
Think about that for a second, the state overwhelmingly
rejects Obama Care in the 2010 General Election State
Question, the Tea Party forces Mary Fallin to return the
$53,000,000.00 in Federal funds for the Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health Insurance Exchanges, and these bozos want
to vote three more times to force it down our throats?

 
Both Representative Sears and Representative Martin are
liberal/progressive Republicans held in thrall by the State
Chamber of Commerce campaign donations.   
Conservatives in their House Districts should be looking for
conservative candidates willing to challenge both of these
liberals in the 2012 primary. 
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 House District #71 is
Without Representation

 
 

I guess some of us are more equal than others in the eyes
of Mary Fallin and former Representative Dan Sullivan.   I
say former for a reason.  Although Sullivan is still drawing
a fat state paycheck for his Representative position,
compounded by the extra money for being Floor Leader,
Sullivan has pretty much abandoned his post while doing
work for the GRDA.  

 
 Sullivan was spotted at the PR event for the Bass Masters
tournament, sitting on stage representing the GRDA.  
Look for the Bass Masters Tournament video labeled
“Green Country hooks Huge event that will bring millions
to the local economy”.     You might have to go back a few
pages in the video queue by the time this newsletter is
published.   Around 1:37 into the video there on the stage
sits red headed Dan Sullivan, straddle legged, with his
pants riding up, looking like a complete dork.

 
There are several rumors floating about saying exactly
when Sullivan is finally getting his snout out of the state
trough and starts to empty the GRDA's customers
pockets.  Some say that Sullivan is planning on resigning
on December 1st when he bellies up to the GRDA trough;
others say he is still hurting for money and is going to try
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to hang onto his state paycheck right up till Feb 1st.
 

The problem is that once the miscreant leaves the House,
Governor Fallin has to call a special election within 30
days.   Let’s assume that Sullivan has a shred of decency,
doesn’t partake of the GRDA trough while still rooting in
the state trough, and then resigns his House seat on
December 1st.   That gives Fallin till Jan 1st to call the
special election for his district, giving only four weeks to
conduct an election.   I’m not so sure that it can be done
that quickly, but if so it will have to be a winner take all
race with no run off and no separate Democrat or
Republican primary.
 
The decent thing for Sullivan to do (yeah, I know, it would
be the last thing to cross his mind) would be to resign
now and allow an extra two or three weeks campaign time
for the empty House seat.    One would think that House
leadership and the Governor’s office would be clamoring
for Sullivan to resign, or at least they would if they gave a
rat’s hinny about the people in House District 71.

 
 

 
But more likely scenario is that the RINOs already had a
handpicked candidate picked out long before Sullivan
accepted the GRDA position.   No doubt they are already
quietly raising money, getting a jump on other prospective
candidates, and want Fallin to keep the election in limbo
till right up till the last minute.  One such candidate that
rumors say is preparing to run for the House seat is Shaun
Saunders.   Sanders is married to one of John Tidwell’s
relatives, Tidwell being U.S. Congressman John Sullivan’s
communication director. 
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   If Fallin can drag her feet long enough, Shaun Sanders
will be shoved down the throat of the constituents of
House District 71, and there is little anyone can do about
it.  On the other hand, should Fallin and House leadership
conspire to pull this little dirty deed, perhaps the good
constituents of House District 71 might just reject their
handpicked candidate.
 
If you know anyone that lives in House District 71, please
contact them and begin searching for a decent
conservative candidate for this seat.   Don’t worry about
baggage, half of the Representatives and half of the
Senators have plenty as did Mary Fallin when she ran for
Governor.   Don’t think that the person isn’t smart enough
or experienced enough, at this point an honest laborer or
waitress would do better than one third of the jokers at
the Capitol.
 
 
It would be a good idea for Oklahoma citizens to contact
Governor’s Fallin’s office and request that the date be set
for the special election for the vacated position by Sullivan.
  That would guarantee the House District would not go
without representation any longer than necessary   and a
successor is elected before the Legislative session is
scheduled to begin in February of 2012 ensuring the
District representation.   I know that Sullivan would be on
board with this; after all, he made such a big fuss about
unemployed people drawing unemployment benefits while
working side jobs.  In this news story Sullivan said:
 
"Make folks aware that if you don't report that you are
now reemployed and you continue to accept
unemployment benefits and the pay from the new job
that's just not the way we do business in Oklahoma."
 
So no doubt Sullivan is going to be eager to drop his
House paycheck now that GRDA is taking up so much of
his time.  Or perhaps someone is going to have to ask the
Attorney General office like Sullivan recommended be
done with those drawing state benefits while working
another job…
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Here are the contact info for the Governor’s Office, along
with House Speaker, the Oklahoma Republican Party and
Oklahoma Democrat party.   Please call them to request

that Sullivan be forced to resign and that the Governor set
the Special Election before December 1st.

 
Governor Mary Fallin:                      

 info@gov.ok.gov        Local: (405) 521-2342
Tulsa area office:  (918) 581-2801

 
House Speaker Kris Steele:   

    krissteele@okhouse.gov    Local:  405-557-7345
(800)-522-8502

 
Oklahoma Republican Party: 

Matt Pinnell - Chairman and Executive Director
(405) 528-3501 | matt@okgop.com

Pam Pollard - Vice Chair
(405) 528-3501 | pam@okgop.com
Jeff Peters - Political Director
(405) 528-3501 | jeff@okgop.com

 
 
 

Oklahoma Democratic Party:   info@okdemocrats.org
(405) 427-3366 | (800) 547-5600

 
. 
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Oh Representative Mulready?  
Where Are Ya Hiding These Days?

 
Saturday I met some of the activists from the Sequoyah
County Sooner Tea Party up in Tulsa so we could go pay
Representative Mulready a nice visit.   You know, sit down
and have a nice chat, talk about the weather and family...
maybe share transvestite stories?
 

 
Alright, alright... You know us better than that.   We went
to Tulsa to have a chat with his voters in House District
68.  But really, we did try to drop by Mulready's house but
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no one was home!   But we left a nice flyer for Mulready
and plenty more with his neighbors just in case his got
lost.  There was a for sale sign in the yard but we really
didn't think anything of it at the time.
 
Later on in the day a friend of the Mulready
family approached one of our people asking where
Mulready was living.   They had a strange story to tell.  It
seems that a friend of one of Mulready's young children
had seen the family at the school bus stop but
Representative Mulready's wife allegedly refused to allow
her child to speak with the little friend!  The mother of
the child was telling the story, said that it was a really
weird situation at the bus stop with her child being
snubbed like that. She  expressed concerns over the
whereabouts of the Mulready family but there wasn't
anything we could tell her.   
 
One possibility is that Mulready has moved into a nicer
area in his new House District that takes effect in 2012,
ditching the old friends for some new ones.  Another
possibility is that Mulready has moved out of his district, in
violation of the rules, and his wife has been told to keep
the kids from spilling the beans!  Or there is family
problems cropping up?   Maybe us making fun of Mulready
being a closet transvestite... Nah.  Couldn't be.
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Whatever the situation, Representative Mulready needs to
let his constituents know if he is running out on them if
that is the case.    That can be a problem with carpet
bagger politicians, they move in amongst the "great
unwashed" (in their view) and quickly tire of the area.  
Being that Mulready did lobbyist work for his employers
for quite a while, it is the same old sad story, lobbyist gets
elected, lobbyist gets pressure to fulfill campaign promises
of doing special favors for those that brung him to the
dance, lobbyist buckles under the pressure and moves to
San Fransisco to begin his new career in femal
impersonator burlesque.
 

And the Rest of the Story
 

Long drive back that night from Tulsa, near midnight
when I got home so I was looking forward to some sleep. 
But it wasn't to be, front door smashed in, all the lights on
in the house,  most of the rooms had been ransacked.  
Dang, this is getting old, second time since May that I've
been burglarized in one place or the other.  Looks like a
regular old burglarly this time though, guns and
electronics missing, a few tools that I was using on a
home improvement  project.  
 

 
 I got to thinking Sunday as I was replacing the door jamb
how politics is a lot like our front doors here in America. 
See a regular door jamb has the strike plates that hold the
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bolts really close to the edge of the jamb, only around 7/8
of an inch or so.   A good kick and the pine jambs
shatters.   Seems a pretty stupid way to design a door
using pine and not making it closer to the center of the
jamb so it could withstand some force.
 
But maybe the idea is that jambs are cheaper than doors,
that if something is going to break, better lose a cheap 1
x 6 pine board rather than splitting an expensive metal
clad door.  Still that leaves a person feeling less than safe
once you realize just how little stands in the way of
someone wanting to break into your home.  It would seem
our homes are designed for a polite and honest society,
we just aren't ready most of the time when someone
wants to kick in our door and take our stuff.
 
Perhaps politics is a lot like the weak design of our
doors, our safety might rely more on the actions of the
least honest of our citizens than on the structure of our
government itself.   We are then given a choice whether
we wish to build a fortress to hide behind, imprisoning
ourselves in the process, or do we make sure that bad
behaviour is punished in an efficient and swift manner in
order to be able to keep our possesions?   Maybe these
bad politicians are just like a flimsy door jamb, the system
isn't designed to keep them from running for office, but
one good kick will take them down so that the government
itself isn't damaged when their true colors are revealed.
 
On the other hand, a nice steel plate inset into the jamb
solves a lot of problems.  That allows long screws to
imbed into the 2 x 4 stud and trimmer buried in the
wall, transfering the force of a kick into a much stronger
area.   But will the door then fail, costing us more in the
end?   I think the answer is in slowing down the thief,
making it much harder to gain entry, increasing his chance
of being caught. 
 
I suppose in politics we are better served to follow the
advice of Thomas Jefferson"
 
“ In questions of power, let no more be heard of
confidence in man, but bind him down from
mischief by the chains of the Constitution.”
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Don't forget the Wednesday night work
parties starting at 4 pm.  Get involved,
help us hammer the bad politicians until
they become good politicians.  This
Wednesday we are going back to work
Representative Jason Nelson's House
district.
 

Call 405-412-6233 for more info.
 
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link
before forwarding this newsletter to
prevent someone from taking you off our
list!
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage,
sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted,
we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma
politicians so we can begin to clean up our country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358
North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to
donate using a credit card, a debit card, or a bank
transfer.

 
Sooner Tea Party   358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, Ok, 73127

soonerteaparty@gmail.com       soonerteaparty.org 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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Date: Sunday, September 16, 2012 9:53:29 PM
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WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
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types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

The T.U.R.D of Cleveland County
 

There is little doubt that of all the faux Republicans in Oklahoma Cleveland County’s Bobby
Cleveland is our poster boy for what ails the Republican Party.     As such, we have
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bestowed a nickname on old Bobby:  The T.U.R.D. of Cleveland County, which stands for
“Tyrannical Ulcerous Republican Dictator”.

 
 

We have documented Bobby Cleveland’s antics as a board member of ACOG, the
Association of Central Oklahoma Governments and as the Cleveland County GOP
Chairman.   Bobby Cleveland believes in large government and corporate welfare while
wearing his ACOG hat, only to rail against the very policies he is implementing at ACOG
when anyone mentions Agenda 21.  As the GOP Chairman of Cleveland County he is
renowned for his crude and brutal attempts to retain control of Republican Party politics in
Cleveland County by any and all means.  We felt the “Ulcerous” part was especially
warranted as Bobby Cleveland is no doubt a cancer growing  inside the GOP and will
eventually lead to its doom.

 
 

Bobby’s latest antics is a continuation of his effort to maintain control over the Cleveland
County Republicans by changing the party rules to make it impossible for democracy to
work inside the party.  We obtained a copy of the proposed rules despite the  “rule”
imposed by Bobby Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves that copies of the proposed rules were not
allowed to leave the meeting.   What kind of “leaders” refused to give out advance copies
of proposed rules changes before the meeting, attempt to limit discussion and questions
on the rules, then have the audacity to refuse to allow people to take a copy home so they
can study them?  The answer is the kind of leader that can’t lead by gaining other’s respect
and has to resort to deceit to remain in power.

 
 

Contained within the proposed rules changes we found the following “floaters”.

 
 

 Article IV, subsection (b):

The County Chairman shall also represent the Cleveland County Executive Committee at all
times or to designate a representative in the absence of the chairman.

 
 

In other words, elect Bobby Cleveland and then sit down and shut up.

 
 

This dovetails with the “opinion” generated by the State GOP counselor that once elected,
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Rep Shumate married

GOP County Chairmen can rule with an iron fist with zero regard for their Executive
Committee even though the Cleveland County Chairman and Vice Chair appoint the
Executive Committee under their proposed rules.  One would think that their  friends and
supporters would have input.  But this “appointing” of the  committee is in blatant violation
of the State GOP rules which require that the County Committee be composed of the
precinct chairman and  vice chairmen, the state committeemen and committeewomen,
and the district committeemen and committeewomen.  This County Committee is the
“Supreme Republican Party authority” according to the State GOP Rules.   In other words,
the power is vested at the precinct level and the county chair and vice chair serve at their
pleasure and under their control.  No doubt that State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell had a
hand in the “opinion” from the state counsel to try to keep those pesky conservative
activists away from Party leadership positions.

 
 

The next proposed rule change that caught out attention is Article V, Section 3 states that
if the precinct chair and vice chair refuse to hold precinct meetings that   15 Republican
signatures from that precinct  are required to petition the county chair or vice chair to hold
a meeting.    Fifteen registered Republican precinct members?  You are usually lucky to get
one per precinct to show up at a meeting.  Past that, the same proposed rule makes it
impossible to replace the precinct chair or vice chair at that meeting!   Even if you
managed to get 15 people to sign the petition because the precinct leaders refuse to do
their job you can’t replace them?   The proposed rules “allow” the precinct members to
make another petition that can be “presented” to the county committee but then the
same rule points to Article IV, Section 4 where they have to wait till the next annual County
Convention!

 
 

In the State GOP Rules, precinct officials are the only party officials that can be removed at
will by the precinct members.  No cause needed, just vote them out and new officials in. 
The whole point is to provide ultimate control by the actual Republican voters, not the
party hacks that want to drive the train and blow the whistle.   Up the food chain officials
can’t be removed except for cause and those causes are listed to prevent a constant
changing of County GOP officials as factions vie for control which makes sense to provide
some continuity as long as the ultimate supreme authority of the party is the county
committee which is composed of around 160 precinct chairs and vice chairs along with two
state committee people and two district committee people.

 
 

 

Article VII section 5 says that chairman and vice chair appoint all executive board
members.  But State GOP Rules require that the four district and state committee people
are to be members automatically by virtue of their elected office.  How can Bobby
Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves advocate rules that break State Party rules?
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Article IX section 1, subsection (a )   says that you have to be registered five days before
the precinct meetings…….  and who expressed an interest in representing the precinct at
the county convention.  This section is a bald faced attempt to limit participation in the
Cleveland County GOP.  Lots of people find out about the precinct meetings at the last
minute or find the time to attend with little notice.   And there is no “registering” required
for attending a GOP function, you can just show up and participate.  This rule harkens back
to 2010 when Bobby Cleveland required Cleveland County Republicans to “register” with
him before he would give out the precinct meeting date, time, and location in an attempt
to weed out new conservative Republicans.  And expressing a prior interest in attending
the county convention before attending the precinct meetings?  B.S.!   It is at the precinct
meetings that the delegates for the county convention are elected!  There is no prior need
to “express interest”.

 

Article IX, Section 2 Subsection (a):  Regular Biennial Precinct Meeting   says that you can’t
fill precinct leader vacancies without approval of the chairman and that missing the
meeting isn’t grounds for removal.    Again this is a bald faced attempt to keep handpicked
precinct officials in place and is against State Party rules.  If the precinct officials can’t
attend the most important meeting of the year then they should be replaced.  And as the
ultimate authority of the Republican Party these precinct officials can be replaced at will.  
Even in disputes within the precinct the county chair and vice chair have no power to
intercede!  It has to be hashed out within the precinct itself by the precinct members. 
How is it that Bobby Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves think they can control the precincts in
violation of State GOP rules?

 
 

 Article X,  Section 5 is the biggest floater in the entire set of rules.   This proposed rule is
allegedly to protect the confidentiality of GOP members but it gives Bobby Cleveland and
Lisa Shrieves the ability to keep the list of precinct officials secret!    Their idea is to prevent
people from talking and opposing them.   Precinct officials should be listed on the county
website so that Republicans in that county can find out who their precinct officials are and
get in touch.   If they don’t want to be bothered then they shouldn’t be elected as a
precinct official.

 
 

And as icing on the cake, or icing on the T.U.R.D. in this case, believe it or not, Bobby
Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves are selling Romney campaign signs.  No one sells campaign
signs to Republicans wanting to post one in their yard, the campaigns usually have people
ready to go plant one for you if your request one or you can usually go by the campaign
headquarters and pick up some signs for free.
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The Hypocrisy of Matt Pinnell

 

 

The Tea Party cannot stand hypocrisy in any shape or form but when it comes
from someone who should know better and is attacking another party then it is
double offensive.  Oklahoma State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell put out an article
last week that absolutely reeked of hypocrisy.
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Pinnell prefaced his article with this blurb: This platform should be the final straw
that breaks the donkey's back in Oklahoma.   Pinnell goes on to assail the
Democratic Party for their new platform calling it out of step with the average
Oklahoma voter and claiming that Republican Party registration is at an all time
high in Oklahoma as a result.  Pinnell states “social issues” and the “economy” as
major portions of the Democrats being out of touch.  Here is most of Pinnell’s
screeching published in red type with our comments in green:

 
 

"This platform should be the final straw that breaks the donkey's back in
Oklahoma,” said OKGOP Chairman Matt Pinnell. “Enough is enough. They aren't
even trying anymore; they have chosen to double-down on extreme liberal policies
that are completely out of touch with a majority of Oklahoma voters."  Yeah, right
Matt.  Remember when over 70% of the voters rejected Obama Care in 2010?  Do
you want to talk about the fifty plus Republicans that voted for the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges in 2011?   Or that only seven
Democrats voted for the Obama Care/Fallin Care bill?  Had it not been for the
pressure the Sooner Tea Party put on the freshmen Republicans until ten of them
turned against House leadership we would have Obama Care in Oklahoma.

 
 

Among the most striking instances of the growing alienation of the Democrat Party
towards Oklahomans, Democrat State Representative Rebecca Hamilton noted the
removal of the word “God” from the Platform. Said Representative Hamilton, “A
one word change could mean anything, but when it is grouped alongside the HHS
Mandate and party positions on abortion and marriage, it becomes part of a
pattern. That pattern says a lot.”    Abortion?   Like the failed Personhood bill last
legislative session?  The same legislative session where we Republicans had 70%
control of the House and a 66% control of the Senate?   That kind of abortion? 
And marriage?   Is that like the HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate bill issue of
2011?  You know, the one where virtually all of Republican House Leadership voted
for the right of transvestites and transsexuals to change their birth certificate after
a sex change operation?  Wasn’t that 12 Republicans and 13 of the most liberal
Democrats that voted yes on that bill opposed by 71 Republicans and Democrats?

 
 

"It was Ronald Reagan who said he didn't leave the Democrat Party, but that the
Democrat Party left him,” continued Chairman Pinnell. “The modern Democrat
Party has made a hard left hand turn, it's not coming back, and it's time for
conservative Democrats across Oklahoma to say enough is enough."   
Conservative?   Like supporting the Constitution, supporting states rights, opposing
abortion, opposing illegal immigration, and supporting the 2nd Amendment? 
  Weren’t you guys calling those “social” issues in 2011 and hammering Republicans
like Sally Kern, Mike Reynolds, and Randy Terrill?   I recall that your biggest
concern that year was Al Gerhart but you told the Republican Caucus in a meeting
at the Capitol that you had him “contained” in early 2011 when you helped tear
down the Oklahoma Constitutional Alliance.

 
 

The Democrat Platform stakes positions wholly at odds with Oklahoma voters: the
removal of the word "God" when referring to our God-given potential, the removal
of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, support for broader access to abortions
including taxpayer-funded abortions, support of gay marriage, further gun
restrictions, attacks on the energy sector, and support for raising taxes in the midst
of an economic crisis.   Wow, where do we start?    I don’t recall Matt Pinnell
making a peep last spring when Speaker Steele refused to hear the Personhood
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bill, when HR 2171 stole 100 million dollars out of the state road tax fund and
replaced it with 80 million borrowed dollars, when HB 1446 was corrupted from a
decent step forward on controlling illegal immigration into a illegal alien sanctuary
bill, or when HB 1647 Open Carry was shot down by Republicans.   I don’t
remember Matt Pinnell making a peep when Governor Fallin was pushing for
billions in bonds for corporate welfare and to replace tax monies given away as
“job creating” incentives nor do I recall Matt Pinnell sticking his head up when
Governor Fallin, House and Senate leaders tried to ram through a tax increase on
veterans and middle class Oklahomans at the end of session this year.   Was I
hiding under a wash tub or something Matt and didn’t hear you asking the
Republican elected officials to abide by the GOP party platform and Oklahoma
values?

 
 

"Our message to Oklahoma Democrats is simple: If you believe in lower taxes, less
government intervention and traditional values, then welcome to the Republican
Party...we have voter registration forms waiting for you and your family,”
concluded Pinnell.     Let’s see, transvestite birth certificate changes, over one
billion dollars in tax increases in 2010 authored by then Representative Ken Miller,
160 million given away this year to higher education to put in a bank somewhere
for “endowments”, repeated attempts to force Obama Care on Oklahoma though
the Health Insurance Exchanges, the implementation of Real I.D., and an attempt
to implement highway spy cameras, those kind of government interventions Matt?

 
 

Campaigns are about contrasts: please click here to view the Democrat Platform
and click here to view the Republican Platform.

 
 

 

Pinnell, let’s face it.   You are an absolute hypocrite to take on the Democrats when
you are too much of a coward to do anything about Oklahoma legislators not
following the GOP party platform.   To make matters worse you have betrayed the
conservatives that are trying to force the party to live up to the platform and
protect corrupt GOP officials like Bobby Cleveland.  You sir should have the decency
to resign after your failure to act instead of taking to task other political leaders. 
Yes the Democratic party leadership is out of touch and out of control but you
aren’t any better than they are.
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Partial Audit of the Federal Reserve

Reveals Trillions in Unpaid Loans
 

 

Last year a watered down bill made it through the Senate to do a partial audit of the
Federal Reserve Bank.

 

For all you naysayers out there who thought the FED could do no wrong and conservatives
were barking up the wrong tree, this report, though only a partial audit should open your
eyes. During the most recent financial crisis you are all aware of the TARP program that
loaned billions of dollars to banks and financial institutions around the country. Most, if not
all, of the TARP money has been repaid. What the partial audit revealed was the $16
trillion dollars in loans made by the FED that have not been repaid. You can read the entire
report here. 

  

Now if you want to talk about corporate welfare, no one does it better than the Federal
Reserve Bank. Banks like Bank of America, Citigroup, HSBC, AIG, Ford Credit, GMAC, Merrill
Lynch and others all received loans from the Federal Reserve Bank totaling billions that
have not been repaid. That doesn’t include foreign banks. All told it adds up to 16 trillion
dollars the Ben Bernacke loaned to banking corporations around the world while this
country was in a financial crisis of its own.

 

This partial audit only proves that conservatives were on the right track. It is now time to
demand a full audit of the Federal Reserve Bank. It is now time to demand more
accountability to the public and to congress of the Federal Reserve Bank. In fact it is now
time to do away with the Federal Reserve Bank.  There is no place in American society for
a secretive bank making loans to foreign countries and organizations it deems too big to
fail.
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 A Hobson's choice
 

Don’t you just love the American habit of confusing history until you get to the point that
to use a quote accurately is to be misunderstood?  The phrase “Hobson’s choice” is usually
mixed up with "Hobbesian choice" that is usually attributed to the better known
philosopher Thomas Hobbes and even then it is still off base as it is the phrase  “Hobbesian
Trap” that is associated with Thomas Hobbes.

 

A Hobson’s choice is the choice between something or nothing at all.  The phrase

originated from a 15th century livery stable where the customer had the choice of taking
the horse from the nearest stall to the door way or taking no horse at all.   The proprietor,
Thomas Hobson, did this to prevent the best horses from being overused.  But in our
example, Republicans in House District 23 might think they have no choice but to vote for
the Republican even if he has taken money from Tulsa Obama money bundler George
Kaiser and the State Chamber of Commerce.

 

Have you ever noticed all the campaign signs that don’t indicate which political party they
are affiliated with?   I’ve found it to be prevalent in Democratic candidates and is likely an
attempt to fool the public or shame in what their party stands for.  But sometimes a
conservative Democrat is a much better choice rather than sending a liberal/progressive

Republican back to 23rd & Lincoln to represent us.

 

Enough has been said about the Republican candidate for House District 23 Terry
O’Donnell that a conservative voter would have to be mindless to vote for him but is there
an alternative?  There is a Democratic challenger to the seat, Shawna Keller, a school
teacher that teaches in an alternative school which speaks well of her.
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Keller’s web site can be found here.   Her campaign finances  are unusual for the absence
of contributions in the education sector. We would have expected support from the
teachers union for her candidacy but it is good that they haven’t supported her.

 

We did, however, find contributions from, one educator and two unions. Those Unions are
the Tulsa Firefighters PAC and the Oklahoma State AFL-CIO Political Action Fund. As Mrs.
Keller is a Democrat, we would expect donations from unions

 

It goes without saying that if elected; Mrs. Keller will do what she can to promote a union
work force in Oklahoma. That is what Democrats do. But there is a strong indication that
she will also do more for the people of Oklahoma than her Republican challenger.

 

So Republicans might think they have a Hobson's choice in November.   Do you want to put
a liberal with an R after his name in the House of Representative, or do you want to put a
moderate with union ties into that seat? You must remember your fight is not with private
sector unions, it’s with the public sector unions that are bankrupting our cities, counties,
states and federal government. 

 

In the end adding one more Democrat to the one third already in the House makes no
difference at all but adding another State Chamber slave makes a huge difference.  
Democrats can’t get their bills heard and can only come to the right to help the
conservative Republicans in order to have a say in things.  If you doubt this, remember that
only seven Democrats voted for Obama Care in 2011 while 56 Republicans initially
supported Obama Care.  Had it not been for ten freshmen Republicans breaking ranks with
House leadership we would have Obama Care in Oklahoma.
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Gotta Make Ends Meet

The Sooner Tea Party Starts Accepting Controversial
Advertising

 

We all have to make our overhead in life be it at work or at home, those basic
expenses that just have to be paid to keep the lights on and the doors open.  But it
was with some regret that we found our organization needing to take on some of
the more controversial advertising accounts but we have a newspaper to feed.    To
show that we haven’t completely sold out we are going to check the companies out
carefully and offer any warnings or advisories that might be warranted when we
run these ads.
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The first ad is the worst, Viagra.  Just as well get it over with and exhaust those
that like to send us hate mail.  But we had concerns with the product.  Did it
actually work?  Is it socially responsible?  To find out we interviewed the eminent
Oklahoma amature urologist and proctologist  Dr. Kris Steele.

 
 

STP:   Dr. Steele, have there been any studies that prove this Little Man Viagra
product actually works?  Can you give us any references so that we can verify the
claims?

 
 

Dr. Steele:   Absolutely!   Several studies have been conducted on Little Man Viagra
here in central Oklahoma although I am not at liberty to disclose the subjects of the
study due to privacy concerns.   Little Man Viagra has shown to increases of up to
15% in some cases although it has considerable side effects.

STP:  When you say “increases” what are you refereeing to?   And what are the
side effects?

 
 

Dr. Steele:   Well, political courage for one thing was measured in test subjects.  
And believe it or not, some subjects actually became taller after using the product.

 
 

STP:   Men gained height after using Little Man Viagra?  Sounds impossible.

 
 

Dr. Steele:  Ah, a skeptic, eh?   Well one test subject named Stewart Jolley actually
measured a full six inches taller after ingesting Little Man Viagra  although we later
found that he had filled his shoes with the little blue pills and cheated a bit.   But
that accounted only for about half of the increase in height.  Oh crap, I wasn’t
supposed to name names, was I?  Forget I said that.

 
 

STP:  Amazing results Dr. Steele.  Was the anything unusual about Jolley that made
the treatment unusually effective?

 
 

Dr. Steele:  Uh, er, yeah.   It seems that test subjects that were also above
average in being irritating, selfish, mean, obnoxious, annoying, or uppity showed
the most increase in height.

 
 

STP:  But Stuart Jolley also gained in political courage, right?  And what about the
side effects you mentioned earlier?

 
 

Dr. Steele:   Well… no actually.   The test subject didn’t gain political courage in the
Joll…, uh, in that particular case.   We stuffed him to the gills with Little Man Viagra
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right before the National GOP Convention but he wussed out on all of us.  Now the
little crap might have put some of the pills in his shoes again but we are sure he
ingested plenty.  He has this thing about being one inch shorter than me and is
always hating on me… and if it wasn’t for my leg…  Oh, strike that comment
please.

 
 
 STP:   Dr. Steele?   What about the side effects of Little Man Viagra?  Our readers
deserve to know.
 
 

Dr. Steele:  Okay, okay!  Stewa…, uh the test subject went stiff as a board once we
got him full of Little Man Viagra.    He could hardly walk, had a huge grin on his
face the entire time, kept mumbling something about finally reaching his real
potential, and started chasing the plus sized women at the convention.   He kept
moaning about a “largey dresser" which was quite bizarre.  We figured that out
later when he cornered Margie Drescher of the Oklahoma City Tea Party on the
convention floor.  We thought for a second that we would have trouble prying the
two of them apart but interestingly enough the second he found her he tripped,
vomited, fell to the floor limp as Jabar Shumate’s wrist, and fell asleep.   The
Drescher woman started screaming “You’d better call me in the morning” until
convention security staff dragged her and .. the test subject away.

 
 

STP:  Dr. Steele?  You aren’t quite being honest with us on who all were test
subjects in that study are you?

 
 

Dr. Steele:  Uh.. Urk…Ack… How dare you infer that I was one of the test
subjects!  This interview is over with!
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We Are Watching Them Too

We decided to take a look at some of the other legislators that were not running during
this election cycle just to let the people to know how well they were being represented
and how well they were being protected from big government by these politicians. Those
we are looking at are all Senators eligible for re-election in 2014.

 

We’ll begin with Senator Sean Burrage who represents District 2 in Northeastern Oklahoma
which covers Mayes and Rogers counties.

 

One of those public statements on his page at the Senate website caught our eye. It dealt
with the Grand River Damn Authority and its plan to purchase a building in Tulsa. You can
read the press release here. Oklahoma State Senate - News. What was disturbing about
their plans is the fact that Tulsa is not served by the GRDA. This raises the question of
whether or not placing former Representative Dan Sullivan in charge of the GRDA as a
political inducement to get him to resign was a smart move or not? This gives the
impression that Mr. Sullivan is just trying to elevate his appearance of importance rather
than serving the customers of the GRDA. Senator Burrage and his colleagues are right in
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opposing this purchase.

 

We next looked at his voting record. Burrage voted against the open carry bill, the budget,
the repeal of State Income tax and Reducing State Tax Rates. As both tax cut bills started
by eliminating taxes on the upper income earners first, we too opposed these bills. We do
disagree with him on the open carry bill. We tend to agree with him on the budget. You
don’t balance a budget with borrowed money.

 

We then took a look at his interest group ratings. There we were pleasantly surprised to
find that his Consumer and Patient Advocacy ratings were in the 90% or better range. His
business group ratings were in the 60% to 70% rating is with the highest mark being 71%.
This indicates a pro-business stance, but not at the expense of the consumer. He cares
more about his constituents than he does the business community.

 

We next went to the  Ethics Commission web site to look at his campaign finances. Here
we went back to 2008 when he started his last campaign for office. The most surprising
item we found here was a donation from the Koch Brothers PAC. As you may know, the
Koch brothers are perhaps the largest donors to conservative candidates in the country
today. Conspicuously absent from his donor list were a lot of the major donors to the State
Chamber of Commerce and George Kaiser.  He actually raised more money from individual
donors than he did from PACs. He had a lot of PACs contribute, but none as big as the
Koch Brothers.

 

It is clear that we don’t always agree with Senator Burrage.  What is also clear is that
Senator Burrage is what is commonly known as a “Blue Dog Democrat”. He does a good job
representing his district and more importantly, representing the interest of the people of
his district. That is a commodity you seldom find in legislators of any party these days.

 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here
to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our
forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being
accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
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up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP

40148

http://ymlp287.net/ugmuyesygsgjbjugewyegguhyshb
http://ymlp287.net/m/


From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Sooner Tea Party Accepts Controversial Advertising
Date: Sunday, September 16, 2012 9:53:35 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
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May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

The T.U.R.D of Cleveland County
 

There is little doubt that of all the faux Republicans in Oklahoma Cleveland County’s Bobby
Cleveland is our poster boy for what ails the Republican Party.     As such, we have
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,

bestowed a nickname on old Bobby:  The T.U.R.D. of Cleveland County, which stands for
“Tyrannical Ulcerous Republican Dictator”.

 
 

We have documented Bobby Cleveland’s antics as a board member of ACOG, the
Association of Central Oklahoma Governments and as the Cleveland County GOP
Chairman.   Bobby Cleveland believes in large government and corporate welfare while
wearing his ACOG hat, only to rail against the very policies he is implementing at ACOG
when anyone mentions Agenda 21.  As the GOP Chairman of Cleveland County he is
renowned for his crude and brutal attempts to retain control of Republican Party politics in
Cleveland County by any and all means.  We felt the “Ulcerous” part was especially
warranted as Bobby Cleveland is no doubt a cancer growing  inside the GOP and will
eventually lead to its doom.

 
 

Bobby’s latest antics is a continuation of his effort to maintain control over the Cleveland
County Republicans by changing the party rules to make it impossible for democracy to
work inside the party.  We obtained a copy of the proposed rules despite the  “rule”
imposed by Bobby Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves that copies of the proposed rules were not
allowed to leave the meeting.   What kind of “leaders” refused to give out advance copies
of proposed rules changes before the meeting, attempt to limit discussion and questions
on the rules, then have the audacity to refuse to allow people to take a copy home so they
can study them?  The answer is the kind of leader that can’t lead by gaining other’s respect
and has to resort to deceit to remain in power.

 
 

Contained within the proposed rules changes we found the following “floaters”.

 
 

 Article IV, subsection (b):

The County Chairman shall also represent the Cleveland County Executive Committee at all
times or to designate a representative in the absence of the chairman.

 
 

In other words, elect Bobby Cleveland and then sit down and shut up.

 
 

This dovetails with the “opinion” generated by the State GOP counselor that once elected,
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tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

GOP County Chairmen can rule with an iron fist with zero regard for their Executive
Committee even though the Cleveland County Chairman and Vice Chair appoint the
Executive Committee under their proposed rules.  One would think that their  friends and
supporters would have input.  But this “appointing” of the  committee is in blatant violation
of the State GOP rules which require that the County Committee be composed of the
precinct chairman and  vice chairmen, the state committeemen and committeewomen,
and the district committeemen and committeewomen.  This County Committee is the
“Supreme Republican Party authority” according to the State GOP Rules.   In other words,
the power is vested at the precinct level and the county chair and vice chair serve at their
pleasure and under their control.  No doubt that State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell had a
hand in the “opinion” from the state counsel to try to keep those pesky conservative
activists away from Party leadership positions.

 
 

The next proposed rule change that caught out attention is Article V, Section 3 states that
if the precinct chair and vice chair refuse to hold precinct meetings that   15 Republican
signatures from that precinct  are required to petition the county chair or vice chair to hold
a meeting.    Fifteen registered Republican precinct members?  You are usually lucky to get
one per precinct to show up at a meeting.  Past that, the same proposed rule makes it
impossible to replace the precinct chair or vice chair at that meeting!   Even if you
managed to get 15 people to sign the petition because the precinct leaders refuse to do
their job you can’t replace them?   The proposed rules “allow” the precinct members to
make another petition that can be “presented” to the county committee but then the
same rule points to Article IV, Section 4 where they have to wait till the next annual County
Convention!

 
 

In the State GOP Rules, precinct officials are the only party officials that can be removed at
will by the precinct members.  No cause needed, just vote them out and new officials in. 
The whole point is to provide ultimate control by the actual Republican voters, not the
party hacks that want to drive the train and blow the whistle.   Up the food chain officials
can’t be removed except for cause and those causes are listed to prevent a constant
changing of County GOP officials as factions vie for control which makes sense to provide
some continuity as long as the ultimate supreme authority of the party is the county
committee which is composed of around 160 precinct chairs and vice chairs along with two
state committee people and two district committee people.

 
 

 

Article VII section 5 says that chairman and vice chair appoint all executive board
members.  But State GOP Rules require that the four district and state committee people
are to be members automatically by virtue of their elected office.  How can Bobby
Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves advocate rules that break State Party rules?
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Article IX section 1, subsection (a )   says that you have to be registered five days before
the precinct meetings…….  and who expressed an interest in representing the precinct at
the county convention.  This section is a bald faced attempt to limit participation in the
Cleveland County GOP.  Lots of people find out about the precinct meetings at the last
minute or find the time to attend with little notice.   And there is no “registering” required
for attending a GOP function, you can just show up and participate.  This rule harkens back
to 2010 when Bobby Cleveland required Cleveland County Republicans to “register” with
him before he would give out the precinct meeting date, time, and location in an attempt
to weed out new conservative Republicans.  And expressing a prior interest in attending
the county convention before attending the precinct meetings?  B.S.!   It is at the precinct
meetings that the delegates for the county convention are elected!  There is no prior need
to “express interest”.

 

Article IX, Section 2 Subsection (a):  Regular Biennial Precinct Meeting   says that you can’t
fill precinct leader vacancies without approval of the chairman and that missing the
meeting isn’t grounds for removal.    Again this is a bald faced attempt to keep handpicked
precinct officials in place and is against State Party rules.  If the precinct officials can’t
attend the most important meeting of the year then they should be replaced.  And as the
ultimate authority of the Republican Party these precinct officials can be replaced at will.  
Even in disputes within the precinct the county chair and vice chair have no power to
intercede!  It has to be hashed out within the precinct itself by the precinct members. 
How is it that Bobby Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves think they can control the precincts in
violation of State GOP rules?

 
 

 Article X,  Section 5 is the biggest floater in the entire set of rules.   This proposed rule is
allegedly to protect the confidentiality of GOP members but it gives Bobby Cleveland and
Lisa Shrieves the ability to keep the list of precinct officials secret!    Their idea is to prevent
people from talking and opposing them.   Precinct officials should be listed on the county
website so that Republicans in that county can find out who their precinct officials are and
get in touch.   If they don’t want to be bothered then they shouldn’t be elected as a
precinct official.

 
 

And as icing on the cake, or icing on the T.U.R.D. in this case, believe it or not, Bobby
Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves are selling Romney campaign signs.  No one sells campaign
signs to Republicans wanting to post one in their yard, the campaigns usually have people
ready to go plant one for you if your request one or you can usually go by the campaign
headquarters and pick up some signs for free.
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The Hypocrisy of Matt Pinnell

 

 

The Tea Party cannot stand hypocrisy in any shape or form but when it comes
from someone who should know better and is attacking another party then it is
double offensive.  Oklahoma State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell put out an article
last week that absolutely reeked of hypocrisy.
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Pinnell prefaced his article with this blurb: This platform should be the final straw
that breaks the donkey's back in Oklahoma.   Pinnell goes on to assail the
Democratic Party for their new platform calling it out of step with the average
Oklahoma voter and claiming that Republican Party registration is at an all time
high in Oklahoma as a result.  Pinnell states “social issues” and the “economy” as
major portions of the Democrats being out of touch.  Here is most of Pinnell’s
screeching published in red type with our comments in green:

 
 

"This platform should be the final straw that breaks the donkey's back in
Oklahoma,” said OKGOP Chairman Matt Pinnell. “Enough is enough. They aren't
even trying anymore; they have chosen to double-down on extreme liberal policies
that are completely out of touch with a majority of Oklahoma voters."  Yeah, right
Matt.  Remember when over 70% of the voters rejected Obama Care in 2010?  Do
you want to talk about the fifty plus Republicans that voted for the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges in 2011?   Or that only seven
Democrats voted for the Obama Care/Fallin Care bill?  Had it not been for the
pressure the Sooner Tea Party put on the freshmen Republicans until ten of them
turned against House leadership we would have Obama Care in Oklahoma.

 
 

Among the most striking instances of the growing alienation of the Democrat Party
towards Oklahomans, Democrat State Representative Rebecca Hamilton noted the
removal of the word “God” from the Platform. Said Representative Hamilton, “A
one word change could mean anything, but when it is grouped alongside the HHS
Mandate and party positions on abortion and marriage, it becomes part of a
pattern. That pattern says a lot.”    Abortion?   Like the failed Personhood bill last
legislative session?  The same legislative session where we Republicans had 70%
control of the House and a 66% control of the Senate?   That kind of abortion? 
And marriage?   Is that like the HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate bill issue of
2011?  You know, the one where virtually all of Republican House Leadership voted
for the right of transvestites and transsexuals to change their birth certificate after
a sex change operation?  Wasn’t that 12 Republicans and 13 of the most liberal
Democrats that voted yes on that bill opposed by 71 Republicans and Democrats?

 
 

"It was Ronald Reagan who said he didn't leave the Democrat Party, but that the
Democrat Party left him,” continued Chairman Pinnell. “The modern Democrat
Party has made a hard left hand turn, it's not coming back, and it's time for
conservative Democrats across Oklahoma to say enough is enough."   
Conservative?   Like supporting the Constitution, supporting states rights, opposing
abortion, opposing illegal immigration, and supporting the 2nd Amendment? 
  Weren’t you guys calling those “social” issues in 2011 and hammering Republicans
like Sally Kern, Mike Reynolds, and Randy Terrill?   I recall that your biggest
concern that year was Al Gerhart but you told the Republican Caucus in a meeting
at the Capitol that you had him “contained” in early 2011 when you helped tear
down the Oklahoma Constitutional Alliance.

 
 

The Democrat Platform stakes positions wholly at odds with Oklahoma voters: the
removal of the word "God" when referring to our God-given potential, the removal
of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, support for broader access to abortions
including taxpayer-funded abortions, support of gay marriage, further gun
restrictions, attacks on the energy sector, and support for raising taxes in the midst
of an economic crisis.   Wow, where do we start?    I don’t recall Matt Pinnell
making a peep last spring when Speaker Steele refused to hear the Personhood
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bill, when HR 2171 stole 100 million dollars out of the state road tax fund and
replaced it with 80 million borrowed dollars, when HB 1446 was corrupted from a
decent step forward on controlling illegal immigration into a illegal alien sanctuary
bill, or when HB 1647 Open Carry was shot down by Republicans.   I don’t
remember Matt Pinnell making a peep when Governor Fallin was pushing for
billions in bonds for corporate welfare and to replace tax monies given away as
“job creating” incentives nor do I recall Matt Pinnell sticking his head up when
Governor Fallin, House and Senate leaders tried to ram through a tax increase on
veterans and middle class Oklahomans at the end of session this year.   Was I
hiding under a wash tub or something Matt and didn’t hear you asking the
Republican elected officials to abide by the GOP party platform and Oklahoma
values?

 
 

"Our message to Oklahoma Democrats is simple: If you believe in lower taxes, less
government intervention and traditional values, then welcome to the Republican
Party...we have voter registration forms waiting for you and your family,”
concluded Pinnell.     Let’s see, transvestite birth certificate changes, over one
billion dollars in tax increases in 2010 authored by then Representative Ken Miller,
160 million given away this year to higher education to put in a bank somewhere
for “endowments”, repeated attempts to force Obama Care on Oklahoma though
the Health Insurance Exchanges, the implementation of Real I.D., and an attempt
to implement highway spy cameras, those kind of government interventions Matt?

 
 

Campaigns are about contrasts: please click here to view the Democrat Platform
and click here to view the Republican Platform.

 
 

 

Pinnell, let’s face it.   You are an absolute hypocrite to take on the Democrats when
you are too much of a coward to do anything about Oklahoma legislators not
following the GOP party platform.   To make matters worse you have betrayed the
conservatives that are trying to force the party to live up to the platform and
protect corrupt GOP officials like Bobby Cleveland.  You sir should have the decency
to resign after your failure to act instead of taking to task other political leaders. 
Yes the Democratic party leadership is out of touch and out of control but you
aren’t any better than they are.
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Partial Audit of the Federal Reserve

Reveals Trillions in Unpaid Loans
 

 

Last year a watered down bill made it through the Senate to do a partial audit of the
Federal Reserve Bank.

 

For all you naysayers out there who thought the FED could do no wrong and conservatives
were barking up the wrong tree, this report, though only a partial audit should open your
eyes. During the most recent financial crisis you are all aware of the TARP program that
loaned billions of dollars to banks and financial institutions around the country. Most, if not
all, of the TARP money has been repaid. What the partial audit revealed was the $16
trillion dollars in loans made by the FED that have not been repaid. You can read the entire
report here. 

  

Now if you want to talk about corporate welfare, no one does it better than the Federal
Reserve Bank. Banks like Bank of America, Citigroup, HSBC, AIG, Ford Credit, GMAC, Merrill
Lynch and others all received loans from the Federal Reserve Bank totaling billions that
have not been repaid. That doesn’t include foreign banks. All told it adds up to 16 trillion
dollars the Ben Bernacke loaned to banking corporations around the world while this
country was in a financial crisis of its own.

 

This partial audit only proves that conservatives were on the right track. It is now time to
demand a full audit of the Federal Reserve Bank. It is now time to demand more
accountability to the public and to congress of the Federal Reserve Bank. In fact it is now
time to do away with the Federal Reserve Bank.  There is no place in American society for
a secretive bank making loans to foreign countries and organizations it deems too big to
fail.
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 A Hobson's choice
 

Don’t you just love the American habit of confusing history until you get to the point that
to use a quote accurately is to be misunderstood?  The phrase “Hobson’s choice” is usually
mixed up with "Hobbesian choice" that is usually attributed to the better known
philosopher Thomas Hobbes and even then it is still off base as it is the phrase  “Hobbesian
Trap” that is associated with Thomas Hobbes.

 

A Hobson’s choice is the choice between something or nothing at all.  The phrase

originated from a 15th century livery stable where the customer had the choice of taking
the horse from the nearest stall to the door way or taking no horse at all.   The proprietor,
Thomas Hobson, did this to prevent the best horses from being overused.  But in our
example, Republicans in House District 23 might think they have no choice but to vote for
the Republican even if he has taken money from Tulsa Obama money bundler George
Kaiser and the State Chamber of Commerce.

 

Have you ever noticed all the campaign signs that don’t indicate which political party they
are affiliated with?   I’ve found it to be prevalent in Democratic candidates and is likely an
attempt to fool the public or shame in what their party stands for.  But sometimes a
conservative Democrat is a much better choice rather than sending a liberal/progressive

Republican back to 23rd & Lincoln to represent us.

 

Enough has been said about the Republican candidate for House District 23 Terry
O’Donnell that a conservative voter would have to be mindless to vote for him but is there
an alternative?  There is a Democratic challenger to the seat, Shawna Keller, a school
teacher that teaches in an alternative school which speaks well of her.
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Keller’s web site can be found here.   Her campaign finances  are unusual for the absence
of contributions in the education sector. We would have expected support from the
teachers union for her candidacy but it is good that they haven’t supported her.

 

We did, however, find contributions from, one educator and two unions. Those Unions are
the Tulsa Firefighters PAC and the Oklahoma State AFL-CIO Political Action Fund. As Mrs.
Keller is a Democrat, we would expect donations from unions

 

It goes without saying that if elected; Mrs. Keller will do what she can to promote a union
work force in Oklahoma. That is what Democrats do. But there is a strong indication that
she will also do more for the people of Oklahoma than her Republican challenger.

 

So Republicans might think they have a Hobson's choice in November.   Do you want to put
a liberal with an R after his name in the House of Representative, or do you want to put a
moderate with union ties into that seat? You must remember your fight is not with private
sector unions, it’s with the public sector unions that are bankrupting our cities, counties,
states and federal government. 

 

In the end adding one more Democrat to the one third already in the House makes no
difference at all but adding another State Chamber slave makes a huge difference.  
Democrats can’t get their bills heard and can only come to the right to help the
conservative Republicans in order to have a say in things.  If you doubt this, remember that
only seven Democrats voted for Obama Care in 2011 while 56 Republicans initially
supported Obama Care.  Had it not been for ten freshmen Republicans breaking ranks with
House leadership we would have Obama Care in Oklahoma.
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Gotta Make Ends Meet

The Sooner Tea Party Starts Accepting Controversial
Advertising

 

We all have to make our overhead in life be it at work or at home, those basic
expenses that just have to be paid to keep the lights on and the doors open.  But it
was with some regret that we found our organization needing to take on some of
the more controversial advertising accounts but we have a newspaper to feed.    To
show that we haven’t completely sold out we are going to check the companies out
carefully and offer any warnings or advisories that might be warranted when we
run these ads.
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The first ad is the worst, Viagra.  Just as well get it over with and exhaust those
that like to send us hate mail.  But we had concerns with the product.  Did it
actually work?  Is it socially responsible?  To find out we interviewed the eminent
Oklahoma amature urologist and proctologist  Dr. Kris Steele.

 
 

STP:   Dr. Steele, have there been any studies that prove this Little Man Viagra
product actually works?  Can you give us any references so that we can verify the
claims?

 
 

Dr. Steele:   Absolutely!   Several studies have been conducted on Little Man Viagra
here in central Oklahoma although I am not at liberty to disclose the subjects of the
study due to privacy concerns.   Little Man Viagra has shown to increases of up to
15% in some cases although it has considerable side effects.

STP:  When you say “increases” what are you refereeing to?   And what are the
side effects?

 
 

Dr. Steele:   Well, political courage for one thing was measured in test subjects.  
And believe it or not, some subjects actually became taller after using the product.

 
 

STP:   Men gained height after using Little Man Viagra?  Sounds impossible.

 
 

Dr. Steele:  Ah, a skeptic, eh?   Well one test subject named Stewart Jolley actually
measured a full six inches taller after ingesting Little Man Viagra  although we later
found that he had filled his shoes with the little blue pills and cheated a bit.   But
that accounted only for about half of the increase in height.  Oh crap, I wasn’t
supposed to name names, was I?  Forget I said that.

 
 

STP:  Amazing results Dr. Steele.  Was the anything unusual about Jolley that made
the treatment unusually effective?

 
 

Dr. Steele:  Uh, er, yeah.   It seems that test subjects that were also above
average in being irritating, selfish, mean, obnoxious, annoying, or uppity showed
the most increase in height.

 
 

STP:  But Stuart Jolley also gained in political courage, right?  And what about the
side effects you mentioned earlier?

 
 

Dr. Steele:   Well… no actually.   The test subject didn’t gain political courage in the
Joll…, uh, in that particular case.   We stuffed him to the gills with Little Man Viagra
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right before the National GOP Convention but he wussed out on all of us.  Now the
little crap might have put some of the pills in his shoes again but we are sure he
ingested plenty.  He has this thing about being one inch shorter than me and is
always hating on me… and if it wasn’t for my leg…  Oh, strike that comment
please.

 
 
 STP:   Dr. Steele?   What about the side effects of Little Man Viagra?  Our readers
deserve to know.
 
 

Dr. Steele:  Okay, okay!  Stewa…, uh the test subject went stiff as a board once we
got him full of Little Man Viagra.    He could hardly walk, had a huge grin on his
face the entire time, kept mumbling something about finally reaching his real
potential, and started chasing the plus sized women at the convention.   He kept
moaning about a “largey dresser" which was quite bizarre.  We figured that out
later when he cornered Margie Drescher of the Oklahoma City Tea Party on the
convention floor.  We thought for a second that we would have trouble prying the
two of them apart but interestingly enough the second he found her he tripped,
vomited, fell to the floor limp as Jabar Shumate’s wrist, and fell asleep.   The
Drescher woman started screaming “You’d better call me in the morning” until
convention security staff dragged her and .. the test subject away.

 
 

STP:  Dr. Steele?  You aren’t quite being honest with us on who all were test
subjects in that study are you?

 
 

Dr. Steele:  Uh.. Urk…Ack… How dare you infer that I was one of the test
subjects!  This interview is over with!
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We Are Watching Them Too

We decided to take a look at some of the other legislators that were not running during
this election cycle just to let the people to know how well they were being represented
and how well they were being protected from big government by these politicians. Those
we are looking at are all Senators eligible for re-election in 2014.

 

We’ll begin with Senator Sean Burrage who represents District 2 in Northeastern Oklahoma
which covers Mayes and Rogers counties.

 

One of those public statements on his page at the Senate website caught our eye. It dealt
with the Grand River Damn Authority and its plan to purchase a building in Tulsa. You can
read the press release here. Oklahoma State Senate - News. What was disturbing about
their plans is the fact that Tulsa is not served by the GRDA. This raises the question of
whether or not placing former Representative Dan Sullivan in charge of the GRDA as a
political inducement to get him to resign was a smart move or not? This gives the
impression that Mr. Sullivan is just trying to elevate his appearance of importance rather
than serving the customers of the GRDA. Senator Burrage and his colleagues are right in
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opposing this purchase.

 

We next looked at his voting record. Burrage voted against the open carry bill, the budget,
the repeal of State Income tax and Reducing State Tax Rates. As both tax cut bills started
by eliminating taxes on the upper income earners first, we too opposed these bills. We do
disagree with him on the open carry bill. We tend to agree with him on the budget. You
don’t balance a budget with borrowed money.

 

We then took a look at his interest group ratings. There we were pleasantly surprised to
find that his Consumer and Patient Advocacy ratings were in the 90% or better range. His
business group ratings were in the 60% to 70% rating is with the highest mark being 71%.
This indicates a pro-business stance, but not at the expense of the consumer. He cares
more about his constituents than he does the business community.

 

We next went to the  Ethics Commission web site to look at his campaign finances. Here
we went back to 2008 when he started his last campaign for office. The most surprising
item we found here was a donation from the Koch Brothers PAC. As you may know, the
Koch brothers are perhaps the largest donors to conservative candidates in the country
today. Conspicuously absent from his donor list were a lot of the major donors to the State
Chamber of Commerce and George Kaiser.  He actually raised more money from individual
donors than he did from PACs. He had a lot of PACs contribute, but none as big as the
Koch Brothers.

 

It is clear that we don’t always agree with Senator Burrage.  What is also clear is that
Senator Burrage is what is commonly known as a “Blue Dog Democrat”. He does a good job
representing his district and more importantly, representing the interest of the people of
his district. That is a commodity you seldom find in legislators of any party these days.

 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here
to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our
forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being
accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
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up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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SoonerCare Fast Facts 
]une2012 

TOTAL ENROLLMENT-
OKLAHOMA SOONERCARE (MEDICAID) 

Qualifying Group Age Group 

Aged/Blind/Disabled Child 

Aged/Blind/Disabled Adult 

Children/Parents Child 

Children/Parents Adult 

Other Child 

Other Adult 

Oklahoma Cares (Breast & Cervical Cancer) 

SoonerP!an (Family Planning) 

TEFRA 

Total Enrollment 765,065 

Enrollment 

19,020 

131,363 

473,103 

74,600 

62 
20,921 

912 

44,653 

431 

Adults 

Children 

%of Total 

2.49% 

17.17% 

61.84% 

9.75% 

0.01% 

2.73% 

0.12% 

5.84% 

0.06% 

267,334 35% 
497,731 65% 

OTHER Group indude~-DDSDStale·Ph'U·Ql·Ql·Refugee--SI.MB-Soon to be Sooners (STBS) and TB patients 
The Total Enrollment figure m:<kes up 445,52lcases. A case is u5ed to group members of the same family living in the 

same household. 
For more lnform:<tion go to wv.w okhca.org under 1ndi\idua!s then to Programs. Insure Oklahoma members are NOT 
included in the figures above 

Unless stated otherwise, CHILD is defined as an individual under the age of 21. 

Note that all subsequent ligures arc groups within the above total enrollment num
bers (except Insure Oklahoma). SoonerPian members arc not entitled to the full 
scope of bcndlts only family planning services arc covered. 

The Insure Oklahoma is a program to assist qualifying small business owners, 
employees & their spouses (Employer-Sponsored Insurance-ESI) with 
health insurance premiums and some individual Oklahomans (Individual 
Plan-IP) with limited health covefage. ww\v.insureoklahoma.org 

New Enrollees 

Oklahoma SoonerCare members 
that have not been enrolled in the 
past 6 months. 

Adults 

Children 

Total 

7,892 

10,884 

18776 

CHIP Breakdown of Total Enrollment 

j~ 
oklahoma 
health care 
authority 

Delivery System Breakdown of Total Enrollment 

SooncrCare 
Traditional (Fcc·For· 

Sm·icc), 240,920, 
31% 

Small Businesses 
Enrolled in ESI 

4,907 

SooncrPlan, 44,6SJ, 
6% 

Employees w/ 
ESI 

16,865 

SoonerCare Choice, 
479,492,63% 

Individual Plan 
(IP) Members 

13,511 

i\fembers qualifying for SoonerCare (i\ledicaid) eligibility under fu.{e i< ... lf.ro;pofled by memb~rs at the time of enrollment. The multipk me membm h..., ... !wed two or more raw. Hi>pm;{ is 

the CHIP program are under age 19 and have incotne between ""~thnkit)·nor a me. Hispmico {mbe"ofm1 race and are .cmunted for in a race••t•gory abow 

the maximum for standard eligibility and the expanded 185% of 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL) income guidelines, Age Breakdown of Total Enrollment 

Age Breakdown % ofFPL CHIP Enrollees 

INSURE OK DEPENDENTS (ESI & IP) 501 

PRENATAL 2,709 

INFANT 1501% to 185% 1,497 

01-05 133% to 185% 11,791 

06-12 100% to 185% 31,361 480,510 226,918 57,637 
13-18 100% to 185% 22,158 

Total 70,017 

Data was compiled by Reporting & Statistics as of the report date. Numbers frequently change due to certifications occurring after the data is extracted and other factors, This report is 
b:~sed on data within the system prior to the report date. A majority of the data is a "point in time" representation of the specific report month and is not cumulative. 
Unless stated otherwise, CIIILD is defmed as an indi\·idual under the age of2l. The data is Yalid as of the report date and is subject to change, 7/10/2012 
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SoonerCareFastFac~ 

]une2012 

Total Enrollment Trend 

770,000 764,231 764,715 766,431 

760,000 

750,000 

740,000 

730,000 

720,000 

710,000 

700,000 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Apr-12 l\lay-12 

June 28,2012 

765,065 

Jun-12 

Percent of Federal Poverty Level Totals 

0-37%, 

186%and 
Above, 10,676 

38- 100%, 

101-138%, 
101,394 

The ''No PnYHif Dll~" gruup ~om~t• uf m~mbtn \lith no pow tty d"~ ilnd mcmhen tnmU~d 
with'" aid ca.~egory ofU- DDSD Stile, R2- OJA n"t lncm:euud, orR~ . OJA lncaro:uated 
"lhc$C aid ntegorie< do not require poverty d•t• or do not U>c the P"'""rtr d111 

OHCA Contacts: Jo Kilgore- (405) 522-7474, Cm1er Kimble- (405) 522-7510 

Supreme Court's Ruling On Medicaid 
The Supreme Court ruled that states have a choice whether to cover additional people through their Medicaid programs. We expect the federal 
government will issue additional guidance as this ruling is reviewed. The Oklahoma Health Care Authority will look towards Oklahoma's 
leadership for direction as to future action. 

Expanding Oklahoma's SoonerCare program under the federal guidance would make health care benefits available to an estimated 200,000 
newly qualified adults, aged I 9 to 64, with household incomes at or below 133 percent of the federal poverty level. For example, a single adult 
could make up to $15,414 a year, or a family of three would qualify with a household income at or below $26,344. 

Ifthe state chooses to expand SoonerCare in 2014, the first three years of benefits for the new population would be paid completely by the 
federal government. Beginning in 2017, the federal government's share would be 95 percent and would taper to 90 percent in 2020. The federal 
government currently pays for about 64 percent of the SoonerCare and Insure Oklahoma programs- in state fiscal year 2012 this equates to 
about $3.25 billion of the total $5.2 billion budget. In SFYI 2, SoonerCare and Insure Oklahoma has provided health care benefits to more than 
990,000 Oklahomans. 

This publication is authorized by the Oklahoma Health Care Authority in accordance with state and federal regulations. OHCA is in compliance with the Title VI 
and Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. For additional copies, you can go online to OHCA's web site \\ww.okhca.org under 
Research/Statistics and Data/Total Enrollment. (www.l)khl'u.ow/research/rlntn) The Oklahoma Health Care Authority does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. 
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Est Cost of Health Care Services- 57% of all eligibles 
-

FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90% 

Federal Reimbursement $ 286,254,000 $ 291,979,080 $ 297,818,662 $ 288,586,283 $ 291,259,503 $ 293,924,218 $ 1,749,821,746 

State Share $ - $ - $ - $ 15,188,752 $ 18,591,032 $ 22,123,328 $ 55,903,113 

Total Costs of Services $ 286,254,000 $ 291,979,080 $ 297,818,662 $ 303,775,035 $ 309,850,536 $ 316,047,547 $ 1,805,724,859 

Woodwork Eligibles - 57% of eligibles 

!Federal Reimbursement $ 49,769,873 $ 49,769,873 $ 49,769,873 $ 49,769,873 $ 49,769,873 $ 49,769,873 $ 298,619,236 

lstate Share $ 20,753,947 $ 20,753,947 $ 20,753,947 $ 20,753,947 $ 20,753,947 $ 20,753,947 $ 124,523,684 

Total Costs of Services $ 70,523,820 $ 70,523,820 $ 70,523,820 $ 70,523,820 $ 70,523,820 $ 70,523,820 $ 423,142,920 
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Oklahoma Estimates of Costs of Service and Administrative Costs (Expansion Population and Woodwork) 

Est Cost of Health Care Services- 100% of all eligibles (200,000 uninsured adults) 
FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90% 

Federal Reimbursement $ 502,200,000 $ 512,244,000 $ 522,488,880 $ 506,291,725 $ 510,981,585 $ 515,656,523 $ 509,002,890 

State Share $ - $ - $ - $ 26,646,933 $ 32,615,846 $ 38,812,857 $ 56,555,877 

Total Costs of Services $ 502,200,000 $ 512,244,000 $ 522,488,880 $ 532,938,658 $ 543,597,431 $ 554,469,380 $ 565,558,767 

Woodwork Eligibles -100% of eligibles {44,000 children+ 17,000 low-income parents) 

I Federal Reimbursement $ 87,315,566 $ 87,315,566 $ 87,315,566 $ 87,315,566 $ 87,315,566 $ 87,315,566 $ 523,893,396 

)State Share $ 36,410,434 $ 36,410,434 $ 36,410,434 $ 36,410,434 $ 36,410,434 $ 36,410,434 $ 218,462,604 

Total Costs of Services $ 123,726,000 $ 123,726,000 $ 123,_726,0_0() $ 123,726,000 $ 123,726,000 $ 123,726,000 $ 742,356,()0()_ 

Est Cost of Health care Services- 75% of all eligibles -

FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90% 

Federal Reimbursement $ 376,650,000 $ 384,183,000 $ 391,866,660 $ 379,718,794 $ 383,236,189 $ 386,742,392 $ 381,752,168 

State Share $ - $ - $ - $ 19,985,200 $ 24,461,885 $ 29,109,643 $ 42,416,908 

Total Costs of Services $ 376,650,000 $ 384,183,000 $ 391,866,660 $ 399,703,994_ _L_<IQ7,698,o73 $ 415,852,035 $ 424,169,075 

Woodwork Eligibles - 75% of eligibles 

!Federal Reimbursement $ 65,486,675 $ 65,486,675 $ 65,486,675 $ 65,486,675 $ 65,486,675 $ 65,486,675 $ 392,920,047 

!State Share $ 27,307,826 $ 27,307,826 $ 27,307,826 $ 27,307,826 $ 27,307,826 $ 27,307,826 $ 163,846,953 

Total Costs of Services $ 92,794,500 $ 92,794,500 $ 92,794,500 $ 92,794,500 $ 92,794,500 $ 92,794,500 $ 556,767,000 
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Total Enrollment Trend 

800,000 

790,000 

780,000 

770,000 766,431 765,065 
767,733 

760,000 

750,000 

740,000 

730,000 

720,000 
Apr-12 r.Iay-12 Jun-12 Jul-12 Aug- 12 

September 26, 20 12 

774,784 

Sep-12 

OHCA Contacts: Jo Ki lgore - (405) 522-7474, Carter Ki mble - (405) 522-7510 

OHCA Brings A Geneticist On Board 

Percent of Federal Poverty Level Totals 
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The Oklahoma Health Care Authority is proud to announce and welcome Alison Martinez, Ph.D., in the role as geneticist for the agency. 

For more than a year, Martinez has served the OHCA as a Clinical Data Analyst in the Reporting and Statistics unit. Effective October I, she 
will become OHCA's fu·st geneticist and will reside in the Medical Professional Services unit. 

Prior to joining OHCA, Mat1inez received her undergraduate degree in microbiology fi·om Pennsylvania State University - followed by a 
doctorate degree in genetics fi·om the University of Chicago. 

OHCA Chief Medical Officer Dr. Sylvia Lopez said Martinez has been an asset to the agency since she began- by providing extraordinary 
work - and said she looks forward to seeing the quality of work and expet1ise Martinez will bring, serving OHCA as the in-house expert on all 
issues related to genetics. 

"Genetics is an exploding field in the world of medicine. There are a multitude of new genetic tests under development that may or may not 
have an impact on a patient's condition," said Lopez. "This is where Dr. Martinez will be such a valuable resource, in establishing guidelines 
for the utilization of new genetic testing and critical, objective analysis of new therapies and treatments." 

Lopez added, "it 's been challenging for OHCA because not only are genetic companies marketing to doctors but also to consumers (patients) 
who may start requesting genetic testing by their doctors. OHCA wanted to utilize in-house expertise to critically look at the scientific data and 
see if these tests/procedures will influence patient outcomes, and we know Dr. Martinez will do just that." 

"Genetic technologies have already made a significant impact on the way we understand, diagnose, and h·eat disease, and we fully expect 
genetics to play a growing role in shaping the health care landscape going forward," said Martinez. "I am looking forward to helping the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority evaluate the latest developments in the field of genetics and ensure that our members can benefit from 
clinically useful technologies." 

This publication is authorized by the Oklahoma Health Care Authority in accordance with state and federal regulations. OHCA is in compliance with the Title VI 
and Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. For additional copies, you can go online to OHCA's web site 11'1\'ll'.okhca.org under 
Research/Statistics and Data/Total Enrollment. (www.okhca.org/research / da ta ) The Oklahoma Health Care Authority does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
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TOTAL ENROLLMENT-
OKLAHOMA SOONERCARE (MEDICAID) 

Qualifying Group Age Group Enrollment % of;J-tnl 

Aged/Blind/ Disabled Child Delivery System Breakdown ofTotal Enrollment 

Aged /Blind/ Disabled Adult 

Child ren/ Parents Child 

19,49~~~~52% 
132,44 17.09% 

~4 61 .74% > -ftO;.~ ~'""'"'Core 
~a . Tr.ditioml (h<-Fm-

Children/ Parents Adult 836 9.79% '(Vl\'W" Scn·icc), 24~,X%, p ·t"' .U"I. 

Other Child 

Other ,'\dult 

Oklahoma Cares (Breast & Cetviml Cancer) 

SoonerPlan (Family Planning) 

TEFRA. 

Total Emollment 774,784 

60 
21,050 

913 

46,198 

440 

Adults 

Children 

0.01% 
~ 

2.72% 
'\'0~ 

0.12% 

5.96% 

0.06% 

271,331 35% 
503,453 65% 

OTHER Group mdudes-DDSD State·Ph'U·Q I-Q2-Rcfugcc· ·SL\IB-So on to b e Sooners (SillS) 3nd TB p3.tlents 
The To tal Enrollment figure m.1kes up 448,74 8 cases . A case is us ed to group members of the same fam1ly living 111 the 
san 'IC' household 

For more mfornu t1on go to W\\w.okhca o rg under lnd1\'Jd u1Ls then to Programs Insure Oklahoma members a rc NOT 
1nd ud ed to the f1g ures abov-e 

Unless stated otherwise, CHILD is defined as an individual under the age of 21. 

:--Jotc that all subsettuenr figures are groups wit hin the above total enrollment num
bers (except Tnsmc ( )kJahoma). Soonerl'lan members are not en I it led to I he full 
scope o f benefits on!~· fiunilr planning services arc covered. 
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health insurance premiums and some indiYidual O klahomans (lmlividu;tl 
Plan- IP) with limited health cm·crage. \\'\\'W.insureoklahoma.nrg 

New Enrollees 
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report month mcit~dtng Insure Oklahoma) ......, 865'966:. . ... , 

. . .: ' ·•;..'t:··.' ' :·.1 
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Small Businesses Employees w/ Individual Plan 
Enrolled in ESI EST (IP) Members 

4,811 16,525 13,694 

Race Breakdown ofTotal Enrollment 
Pregnant 

Children Adults Percent Women 

Oklahoma SoonerCare members 
that have not been enrolled in the 
past 6 months. .-\mericm Indian 62,R29 2S,546 II % 3,101 

,-\dults 

Children 

Total 

8,621 

12,383 

21004 

CHIP Breakdown of Total Enrollment 

.\sian or Paotic Islander R,44R 

Blac.k or .\ fricm. \mericm 64,767 
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.\lulriple Ran: 43,40R 

!:'isjlanic Ethnioty 9R,S79 

4,145 2% 628 

36,650 13% 2,531 

195,9R4 67% 18,501 

9,006 7% 1,618 

17,496 IS% 4,847 
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the maximum for standard eligibility and the expanded 185% of 

rederal Poverty Level (FPL) income guidelines. Age Breakdown of Total Enrollment 

Age Breakdown %of FPL CHIP Enrollees 

INSURE OK DEPENDENTS (ESI & IP) 

PRENATAL 

INFANT 

01-05 

06-12 

13- 18 

ISO% to 185% 

133% to 185% 

100% to 18S% 

100% to 185% 

498 

2,583 

1,596 

11,756 

32,570 

22,871 

Children Age 
18 and Under, 

63% 

486,538 230,247 57,999 

D ata was compiled by Repo rting & Statistics ;\s o f the report date. Numbers frc< iucntly change due In ccrtificlliuns occurring after the data is cxtmctcd and other factors. ll1is repo rt is 
based on data within the spa em prior to the report date. A majority o f tlw data is a " point in timl"' rcpresent;llion o f the specific repo rt m onth and is not cumublil'c. 
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: South Dakota"s unusual jobs problem
Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2012 8:36:27 AM

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

STATELINE
REPORTING

In South Dakota, plenty of jobs, not enough workers 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

South Dakota has so many open private-sector jobs that its governor recently signed a contract with

Manpower, the international staffing firm, to recruit 1,000 workers from other states to fill them.

Obama budget shakes up municipal bonds 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: President Obama wants to reduce tax breaks for high-income earners who invest in

municipal bonds. The idea worries state and local governments, which say it would increase their borrowing

costs.

Spread of soda taxes fizzles 
By Josh Goodman, Stateline Staff Writer

TAX & BUDGET BEAT: Taxes on soft drinks looked like the next big thing two years ago, but they haven't

caught on yet.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: An agency-by-agency guide to Obama's budget
By Staff, The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama has proposed a $3.8 trillion budget for fiscal 2013 that aims to

slash the deficit by $4 trillion over 10 years but still envisions growth in the government's major health

benefit programs.

US: Obama college-cost plan aims to go beyond access
By Alyson Klein, Education Week
President Barack Obama's aggressive basket of proposals aimed at helping college students get maximum

value in the face of soaring tuition costs signals an economy-conscious shift in the administration's

approach to higher education policy.

40172

http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=buYEgR5kPRb_ohLajdBlHw
mailto:editor@stateline.org
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=UTIvW3qNUy6q4DE-ZDqxyg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=xuelsIGKlmP64U3w2sYBnQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=qhc0jD8uvgAM1oy5a_yuHg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=ftGgH76AYFISR1S0RCVmyA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=-cb62qfo8zYrUL6yXVLu_Q


US: Obama's EPA budget -- 1.2% cut would reduce aid to states, but
Chesapeake Bay would get more funds
By Juliet Eilperin, The Washington Post
The Obama administration proposed trimming the Environmental Protection Agency's budget 1.2 percent

Monday, cutting money to the states and for hazardous cleanup even as it boosted money to restore the

Chesapeake Bay.

US: Study -- 1.8 million dead people still registered to vote
By Pam Fessler, National Public Radio
Democrats and Republicans don't agree on much. But they do agree that voter registration lists across the

country are a mess. A new report by the Pew Center on the States finds that more than 1.8 million dead

people are currently registered to vote.

WA: Gregoire's signature legislation 
By Alexis Krell, The Olympian
Gov. Chris Gregoire signed same-sex marriage into law Monday afternoon. Three hours later, opponents

started the process to overturn it.

OR: House Republicans block Oregon's health insurance exchange in
surprise vote
By Nick Budnick, The Oregonian (Portland)
A coalition of 30 Republicans and 1 Democrat in the state House of Representatives blocked approval of

Oregon's health insurance exchange this morning, prompting concern that bills are being taken hostage to

leverage other votes in the month-long 2012 Legislature.

CA: California set to send many new faces to Washington
By Adam Nagourney, The New York Times
LOS ANGELES — California's Congressional delegation, the largest and most influential in the nation, is

undergoing a major upheaval, the result of reapportionment and retirements, threatening the state's

influence in Washington next year and forcing members to scramble to withstand what is emerging as a

generational wave.

AZ: Arizona Legislature could fund militia for border
By The Associated Press, Arizona Capitol Times (Phoenix)
The Republican-led Arizona Legislature is considering a bill to fund an armed, volunteer state militia to

respond to emergencies and patrol the U.S.-Mexico border.

WY: Gov. Mead delivers annual State of the State address
By Trevor Brown, Wyoming Tribune-Eagle (Cheyenne)
Gov. Matt Mead used his State of the State address Monday to urge lawmakers to limit the size of

government without making cuts that could hurt Wyoming's economic growth.

CO: Civil-unions bill gains traction among Colorado Republicans 
By Lynn Bartels, The Denver Post
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Backers of civil unions in Colorado say there is growing support for their measure, and no one is a better

symbol of that changing landscape than Sen. Shawn Mitchell.

NJ: N.J. Senate votes 24 to 16 to legalize gay marriage 
By Tom Hester Sr., newjerseynewsroom.com
The state Senate Monday afternoon voted 24 to 16 in favor of legalizing gay marriage in New Jersey. The

vote on the Democratic-sponsored bill was along party lines and sets the measure up to be voted on by the

Democratic-controlled Assembly on Thursday.

VA: With assembly control, GOP pushing through its agenda
By David Sherfinski, The Washington Times
RICHMOND, Va. — In his State of the Commonwealth address last month, Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell

advised Republicans, with a new effective majority in the Senate and overwhelming numbers in the House:

Don't be arrogant. Don't overreach.

FL: Florida to vote on privatizing prisons
By Cameron McWhirter and Arian Campo-Flores, The Wall Street Journal
MIAMI — Florida's Senate is expected to vote Tuesday on a controversial plan to privatize state prison

facilities in southern Florida, a move that would create one of the largest private prison operations in the

nation.
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From: Speaker Media
To: Speaker Media
Subject: Speaker Steele Op-Ed: Empowering Oklahomans through Accessible Health Care
Date: Friday, March 11, 2011 1:12:22 PM

Oklahoma House of Representatives
Media Division
March 11, 2011

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: Lisa Liebl     
Capitol: (405) 962-7674
 

 
Empowering Oklahomans through Accessible Health Care

By House Speaker Kris Steele
 

House Republicans believe in the state’s ability to empower a citizen’s capacity to
improve his/her health. Oklahoma is challenged by the fact that too many people do not
have realistic access to health insurance of their choice. Currently our state ranks fifth
highest in the nation in the percentage of citizens without health insurance. Fortunately, we
now have the opportunity to build a health care system that promises to provide meaningful
access to quality, affordable health care by empowering citizens to make good choices for
their families, not forcing them to participate in a system against their will.

 In 2008, Rep. Doug Cox and I led a study to determine how to employ market based
reforms to improve our citizens' access to quality health care. After weeks of discussion and
hearings, the task force concluded that a key to empowering a citizen’s ability to purchase
health care was the establishment of a public/private partnership to enable individuals to
shop and purchase affordable, quality health insurance.

The idea, which originated at the Heritage Foundation, the leading conservative
public policy think tank, was to establish an online insurance exchange where our people
could, in one place, see, compare, and purchase all of the insurance products offered in our
state.  The request was then made to the federal government to give back some of our
money to study how to establish the exchange.  Just a few weeks ago, Oklahoma became
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one of seven states to receive an early innovator grant to allow this concept to become
reality.

The $54 million grant will be used, over the next three years, to design and
implement an information technology infrastructure to operate the Oklahoma health
insurance exchange. Once in operation, the exchange will empower small businesses and
individuals to choose health insurance plans that best meet their needs.  Oklahoman can
take the lead in creating a simple, user-friendly IT model that would be the backbone for a
free market model of health care reform in which insurers compete to deliver the most
consumer-friendly health plans.  Nothing could be more different than what is going on in
Washington.

To ensure the exchange gets off to a good start, House Bill 2130 was crafted to
define the membership and appointments to the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB)
which will oversee the implementation of the exchange. The seven-member HUB consists of
representatives from the Insurance Commissioner's Office, the Oklahoma Healthcare
Authority, insurance companies, agents and also consumers.

             When this initiative is completed, Oklahoma will lead the way in building a better
health insurance marketplace, one that truly empowers individuals and small-business
owners to purchase plans that best meet their needs.

House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee, represents House District 26.
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Sooner Tea Party
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Subject: Special Shawnee GOP Caucus Retreat Edition
Date: Sunday, December 04, 2011 9:09:43 PM
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Who’s Your Daddy?
 

Alright folks, you just can’t make up anything more bizarre than what
actually occurs at the capitol.   The perennially pregnant Representative
Skye McNiel recently gave birth to the latest member of the clan which in
itself is hardly breaking news.   But what was funny about the birth
announcement was that it wasn’t done by the mother or her family, it
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Comtec Security

wasn’t done by the father or his family, the birth announcement was done
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Kris Steele:
 
From: Kris Steele
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:08 PM
To: All
Subject: Rep. Skye McNiel 

House Members and Staff: 

Please join me in congratulating Rep. Skye McNiel on the birth of her daughter,
Sami Steele McNiel.   Rep. McNiel and her husband, Pecos, welcomed their baby
girl into the world Monday morning. She weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was
19.5 inches long. Mom and daughter are doing great.

Congratulations to the McNiel family!

Kris Steele
Speaker
 
 But it gets even weirder, perhaps even more than a little creepy,
approaching appalling in my opinion.   The parents named the baby after
Speaker Steele… as in Sami Steele McNiel.     Did the baby, God forbid, have
a bad leg or something?  Is she now destined to be shot with a Daisy BB
gun by one of her friends resulting in a six figure settlement?   Perhaps
Speaker Steele might reconsider those caps on legal damages if his
namesake might have to walk, uh, hobble in his footsteps.

 
 
 

Another thing about this whole name thing.   Sami Steele McNiel.    Really? 
If this was a boy child I could guarantee he would learn to fight at an early
age or at least learn how to take a beating.  Sami Steele McNiel sounds like
the noms de guerre for a super hero or a porn star.   And if the poor thing
has to go through life with a gimpy leg as a result of being named after Kris
Steele, outrunning bullies isn’t going to be an option.   Note to self
Representative Skye McNiel, if you are running out of names for the kids,
you might want to figure out exactly what is causing  your constant fecund
condition.
 

 
 But after some thought, this whole Steele middle name is beginning to
make perfect sense.  When I don’t understand something, I go back to
some sage advice I heard long ago, “words mean things”.    Naming little
Sami Steele McNiel might have been a deliberate act.   Noms de guerre is
French for “war name” and came from a sixteenth century custom where
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Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.
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$50 + Shipping
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French soldiers were required to adopt a nickname that was usually linked
to their home town or to a specific physical or psychological trait.   So either
the McNiel family decided to name their child after a small potatoes
Oklahoma politician so that the child would to have to fight a lot, or perhaps
even more nauseous, perhaps the child looks like Speaker Steele?
 
Okay, okay… finish reading the newsletter before you send us hate mail.  
You really didn’t think we would pick on the Oklahoma Octomom without a
good reason did you?  Besides the term "Who's your daddy"  came from the
1968 song "Time of the Season" by The Zomvies. 
 
"What's your name? Who's your daddy? Is he rich like me?"
 
 
 Click on this link and you can listen to "Time of the Season" while you read
the newslettter.
 
The term "Who's your daddy?" is commonly used as a boastful claim of
dominance over the intended listener.  In this case we are using the term to
show Speaker Steele's need for dominance even over something as obscure
as one of his lieutenants having a child. But since Speaker Steele brought
Representative McNiel to our attention, let's take a look at her voting record
and whether or not she is representing her constituents.
  
 

 
Representative Skye McNiel is known as the Speaker that would never be.  
She represents House District 29, which runs roughly in a rectangle  from
Oilton to Manford to Kellyville to Bristow, and it is a thoroughly rural
district.   That would mean she would be focused on agriculture, farming
and ranching issues, right?   Wrong…    Representative McNiel’s puppet
strings are pulled by one Kell Kelly, the head of Spirit Bank.  Just to set the
scene here, Spirit Bank pulled in $30,000,000 in bailout funds, they even
brag about it on their website.  
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Todd Hiett, former Speaker of the House

 
Representative McNiel was former Speaker Todd Hiett’s protégé so McNiel
was supposed to be the next Speaker of the House after Kris Steele had
termed out.  Why?  Because before he left Todd Hiett had engineered the
Kris Steele speakership, that unholy 2010 alliance between Tulsa legislators,
rural legislators, and a segment of the conservative legislative block.  
 
 Tulsa has had their share of speakers recently, first Hiett (from Kellyville,
suburb of Tulsa), followed by the short lived Lance Cargill (Oklahoma City),
then Chris Benge (Tulsa), then Kris Steele (Shawnee), and then a failed
attempt to bring the Speaker post back to rural leadership with the Jeff
Hickman (Woodward).   But what happened to Skye McNiel’s shot at being
speaker?  
 
 The Speakership had gone Tulsa, OKC, Tulsa, Shawnee, then the position
was supposed to go back to Tulsa/Kellyville with McNiel.   Why did the
Speaker Steele’s unholy alliance cause Skye McNiel to be skipped over and
why did the RINOs try to throw the Speakership to Rep Hickman from
Woodward?
 
The answer is twofold:  
A:   Kris Steele’s actions immediately after he gained the Speakership 
B:  The true nature of what drives many rural legislators.
 
Immediately after being elected Speaker, Kris Steele’s first act was to turn
on the conservative legislators that helped ensure his election.   Everyone
remembers Speaker Steele’s comments in the Oklahoman where he spoke of
not pursuing “social issues”, a code word for conservative issues like pro
life, family values, and gun rights.  Instead, Speaker Steele said he would
focus on economic development and tort reform.  The small town, pro life
pastor forgot all about abortion and stem cell research banns and went to
work restoring tax credits for corporate welfare programs, ramming Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges through, and gutting the 7th

Amendment right to have a jury of one’s peers decide the outcome of
lawsuits. 
 
 

If someone betrays you once then it is their fault; 
If they betray you twice, it is your fault.

  
"Eleanor Roosevelt"
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Speaker Steele declared war on his former conservative allies, going after
Sally Kern, Mike Reynolds, and Randy Terrill with reprimands and
worse. Almost all of the conservative legislators had their bills killed before
committee while it was Black Friday for the State Chamber of Commerce. 
Representative Ritze and others were even stripped of certain committee
assignments to ensure they were where they could do no harm to his
agenda.  Speaker Steele’s betrayal of the conservative faction was deliberate
and purposeful, no doubt mindful of the Machiavellian rule that when you
turn on allies to never allow your victim’s kin to survive but to stamp out his
entire lineage to prevent future retaliation.
 
Another part of the primary reason that Representative McNiel was kicked
out of the  Speaker lineup was Speaker Steele’s need to mend fences with
the rural legislators after turning on the conservatives.   Think about it, if
you are in a triangular alliance and you see the head of the alliance turn on
one third of your allies, it stands to reason that you will be next.  By kicking
one of Tulsa’s legislators to the curb and attempting to bring in another
rural legislator as the next Speaker, Kris Steele paid penance for his dirty
deed against the conservatives.
 
The second reason why Skye McNiel was thrown under the bus was the true
nature of what drives many rural legislators.  One would think that farming
and ranching interests dominate the rural legislator’s supporters but that
would be far from the truth.  Rural areas have small town Chamber of
Commerce organizations and they are the drivers of rural venture tax credit
schemes and economic development schemes like Quartz Mountain and the
Bank of Altus scandal which are nothing more than wealth re distribution,
taking  taxes that large cities generate which are then given to the smaller
towns and rural districts. 
 
That means working hand in hand with the State Chamber of Commerce on
things like stopping illegal immigration reform, voting for transvestite birth
certificate changes, and forcing Obama Care/Fallin Care down the throats of
Oklahomans.  It also means stopping any 10th Amendment issues or 2nd

Amendment issues to prevent Oklahoma from looking “backward’.  Do they
also have a pro gay agenda?  You betcha sailor!
 
Now Speaker Steele didn’t completely screw over Representative McNiel.  He
had left open the option of having McNiel as the next Speaker after
Hickman.   Take a look at McNiel’s legislation, mostly economic development
projects and tax credit schemes; they have her carrying water for the State
Chamber of Commerce and repaying political favors.  She has paid her dues
and Speaker Steele will find a way to compensate her this session.
 
Okay, still with me here?  I know this stuff is boring but you need to know
what is going down at the capitol and why.  Once you know how they
operate, they won't be able to lie to you any longer.   And you know what? 
I think we need to add treats to the newsletter as rewards for reading it.   
That "Time of the Seasons" song addition was a good idea.   Here is
another for you "Long Cool Woman in a Black Dress", not intended to
reflect on Representative McNiel.   It should open up another window for
you, crank it up while you read.
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Here are the bills that Representative McNiel ran last session:
 
HB 1008,
 The shortening of the moratorium on the income tax credit for the
reimbursement of tuition and compensation of aerospace engineers will
result in an estimated direct revenue loss of $5.9 million in fiscal year 2012,
as estimated by the Oklahoma Tax Commission.   Look at the votes,
conservative legislators allied with Democrats on one side, RINOs on the
other.  
 
Hb 1009
Venture Capital Formation Tax Incentive Modification Act of 2011
 
Enough said there, eh?
 
HB1951
A tax on composting facilities of $1.25 per ton.  
 
I would think that the more you tax something, the less of it you get.  Why
would they want to hinder companies diverting waste streams from landfills?
 
HB1952
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Increased authorization to enforce size and weight requirements at
stationary and permanent scale facilities.   
 
 Can you say “More fees!”
 
HB 1953
creating the Oklahoma Quick Action Closing Fund, the new Mary Fallin slush
fund to bribe companies to relocate to Oklahoma or to pay them to stay.  
Look at the votes, the usual good legislators on one side, the usual bad
legislators on the other.   
 
HB1954
Eliminates some sales taxes on oil refining equipment
 
A special interest bill that cost the state $42,000 in lost taxes, a paltry sum
considering the work and effort it takes to make a special law.
 
HB 1955
Authorizing utilities to enter into long-term gas supply agreements.  There is
one clause that doesn’t seem kosher:
 
 “Additionally, the measure stipulates that the approval of a long-
term gas supply agreement is not to be reversed by the
Commission, even if the agreement price is higher than a future
market price of natural gas.”  
  
 Sounds like an invitation to steal from consumers.
 
HB1956
A bill concerning opening of new roads or highways. 
 
The intended purpose seemed to be to allow expanding businesses to open
up new roads on their property, and since the law required an investment of
ten million dollars and 25 new jobs, it appears that the idea was to have
the new road paid for by the taxpayers.  Likely a bill filed to benefit an
existing business deal.
 
HB1957
Concerns limits on pig farms, three miles from a recreation area or camp
with over 2,000 visitors per year and one mile from those private recreation
areas or camps with less than 2,000 visitors per year. 
 
I suppose that people that go to the smaller church camps don’t have as
a acute sense of smell.
 
 
HCR1005
Ah, this is an important one.  No wonder there wasn’t any time for
conservative bills last session!  HCR 1005 creates   “Water Appreciation Day”
at the Oklahoma State Capitol and urges all Oklahoma citizens to respect
the value and significance of the water resources in Oklahoma.
 
So Representative McNiel had one bill that was rural in nature, the pig farm
set back bill.  The rest of her ten bills were tax and fee increases, special
interest bills, and the slush fund for Governor Fallin bill.   Representative
McNiel has certainly carried her share of water for the State Chamber so it
must be galling for her to watch Representative Shannon’s rise to the 2013
Speaker slot.  And the appropriately nick named Representative McNiel will
now live up to the nick name of the Speaker that would never be.
 
Okay, you've been good, you are still here.  Here is another treat  "Bad
Moon Rising" and this one is appropriate for ending Representative McNiel's
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article and starting the next.
 
 

 
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance

Exchange  meeting December 8th
  

Below is an announcement sent out by House leadership on the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges which are the first required
step of implementing Obama Care in Oklahoma:
 
There will be a presentation at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 8th in
Room 419C of the Oklahoma Capitol to cover Health Insurance Exchanges
under the Affordable Care Act:  State-run vs. federally facilitated.  This
overview will include federal requirements for a compliant state-run health
insurance exchange; Oklahoma's readiness to enact such an insurance
exchange; recent developments/predictions about legislative/executive
action at the state-level on exchanges; and updates on other federal/state
health policy partnerships.

The presenter, Kate Richey of the Oklahoma Policy Institute, has a degree in
International Business from the University of Texas at San Antonio and a
Masters degree in Political Science from the University of Central Oklahoma. 
She is currently a PhD Candidate in Political Science from the University of
Oklahoma and works as a Policy Analyst for the Oklahoma Policy Institute
specializing in health care, immigration, and anti-poverty issues.
 
I would encourage people to attend and to voice your opposition to any sort
of government involvement in personal health care.  One would think that

the presenter, Kate Richey, would understand that Oklahomans do not want
any part of this, a fact that must be less obvious to doctoral candidates of

Political Science.
 

Now take a break while Bad Moon finishes playing
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Treat!   "Born to be Wild" 
This one is for Laura for all her hard work on the Ron Paul campaign.

 

Ron Paul Activist Social Set for December 11th
 
The Ron Paul Activists are hosting an event called “A Season of Liberty” on
Sunday December 11th at 6:00 p.m.   The event includes a Holiday Social
and Silent Auction with Cocktails & Hors d'oeuvres and will be at the Ron
Paul Headquarters at 106 East Main in Norman Ok.   Ron Paul types tend to
be younger than the average conservative but very libertarian minded and
constitutional minded so they are an interesting bunch to interact with. 
 
 We all need to remember who knocked down the Defense bill Thursday
night, the bill that would have allowed indefinite detainment of American
citizens without court review.   Reports stated that something as innocuous
as having a missing finger or storing more than seven days worth of food
were grounds for investigation as a potential terrorist.  The bill had already
passed the House and would have passed the Senate on a voice vote.  But
Senator Rand Paul, Ron Paul’s son, demanded a voice vote, causing the
Senate bill to be defeated.  If that doesn’t make up your mind to support
Ron Paul then nothing else will.   The man has walked and talked the
constitution and limited government for two decades and has obviously
taught his son the same principles.
 
If you wish to attend the Ron Paul Holiday Social, please R.S.V.P Laura at
310-3362 or email to RonPaulNorman@gmail.com
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House Ethics Committee or

Star Chamber?
 

This treat is for those that supported Speaker Steele
 on this new "ethics" committee

"Russian National Anthem"
  

  The term "Star Chamber" fits this story because it comes from an English
secret court that originally was formed to punish those so powerful that
normal courts couldn't touch them.  Eventually the Star Chamber began
being used on ordinary Englishmen where the secrecy and lack of
transparency allowed it to be used against political enemies.
 
 Last legislative session was a battleground for conservatives after House
leadership turned on them after the Speaker election.   Representative
Randy Terrill got in trouble for talking tough after he became frustrated over
one of the Speaker’s little deceptions.   The fact that the comments
occurred in a private office were of little concern to the Speaker, he felt he
had been disrespected so he was out for payback.  
 
We saw Representative Sally Kern reprimanded for comments made during
a House debate, for making a comment that some women found offensive.  
Now is it just me or don’t we usually carve out exceptions for “minority”
groups on such things?     The black community uses a particular slur on
each other and no one objects.   Bill Cosby was allowed to say things that
would have gotten a white person hounded off the public stage.   There
have always been exemptions for politically incorrect speech as long as it
comes from within the affected community.   So why was Sally Kern singled
out? Oh yeah, she was a conservative.
 
We saw Representative Mike Reynolds reprimanded after he objected to a
preacher haranguing the House instead of giving the expected opening
prayer. 
 
Then Representative Randy Terrill received a second dose of attention from
House leadership after he was charged with alleged campaign violations in
the Leftwich scandal. 
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 The Leftwich case developed into a $168,000 House investigation of the
Leftwich scandal and focused on Representative Terrill but the investigating
committee not only returned a recommendation of not reprimanding
Representative Terrill, they did so in the first phase of the process.   Looking
at the list of members of that committee finds few conservatives if any,
compounded by the fact that Terrill refused to participate, leaving one to
understand that there simply wasn’t enough evidence to discipline anyone.  
 
 Even more instructive is that the committee reported back to Speaker
Steele at the end of the first meeting that there simply was nothing there
but Speaker Steele ordered the committee to continue to meet in order to
save face for Speaker Steele.  After all, it was Speaker Steele that ordered
the investigation, to come up with nothing meant that the investigation was
intended as punishment for a member that was refusing to toe the line.   In
a crude attempt to salvage both his pride and his reputation, Speaker Steele
quietly ordered the investigative committee leaders to recommend a
permanent Ethics Committee be established. 
 
Okay, Okay, there was more to it than that, you caught me.   Speaker
Steele's cronies were hired as oustide House Counsel for the investigating
committee.  Dang, that was a twofer, bash your enemies and enrich your
buddies with one deal.
 
Ready for another treat?  This one fits the rest of this story to a tee.  "Paint
it Black"
 
The idea of a permanent Ethics Committee in itself is not a bad decision. 
Article 5 Section 30 of the Oklahoma Constitution gives the legislature ability
to discipline members:
 
Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a
member.
 
Note that the constitution says “legislature” not the leaders of the
legislature.   The constitution doesn’t lay out specifics of the management of
the House or Senate so when our state government started the members of
the legislatures addressed this by formulating specific House and Senate
rules that are submitted from a special committee and voted upon during
the opening day of each legislative session.  Indeed the legislature is
prohibited from doing any other work until the rules are established. 
 
The rules are expected to clear, setting out rules of conduct so that
everyone knows where the lines are drawn, and those rules included having
the entire House or Senate vote on individual cases where disciplining
members was warranted.   That satisfied the Constitutional requirement that
each “House” may determine the rules, not  “House leaders” may determine
the rules.
 
So if we are a nation of laws, one would expect that the legislature itself be
governed by the laws they enact.   The current set of House rules covers
decorum only in section 4.4 other than in section 1.3 where the Speaker of
the House is allowed to preserve the order and decorum of the House: 
 
1.3 – Preservation of Order and Decorum
(a)  The Speaker shall preserve order and decorum.  In case of any
disturbance or disorderly conduct in the Hall of the House of Representatives
or in other areas of the Capitol assigned to the House, the Speaker shall
have the power to order the same to be cleared or direct any other action
necessary to preserve order and decorum. 
(b)  Appearances or presentations by school or other groups shall not be
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permitted on the floor of the House during the four (4) legislative days
immediately preceding sine die adjournment as the Speaker may designate. 
 
Nowhere in the current House rules are there any rules allowing a House
member to be chastised for the particular words used in debate or for
conversations in private offices that doesn’t affect order or decorum.  If an
argument occurs in a public space at the House portion of the Capitol to the
point where the behavior becomes unseemly or disruptive then Speaker
Steele could get involved.  If you look up the definition of decorum, it
means “dignified propriety of behavior or speech”.    I submit that none of
the three House members reprimanded in the 2011 legislative session were
involved in undignified behavior, they were reprimanded for speaking their
mind.
 

 
If the Speaker were concerned about decorum he would have reprimanded
former Representative Dan Sullivan when Sullivan got caught having sex on
a desk with a House staff member (Well, he did have to marry her so
perhaps he was punished), or Representative Don Armes for screaming at
two women in the lobby of the House chamber during the closing days of
the 2011 legislative session, or Representative Sue Tibbs when she
screamed at 2nd Amendment supporters in the House lobby, or
Representative Dank for calling Representatives Ritze and Reynolds childish
names on the House floor.
 
Now the House rules are by no means perfect, indeed they were rammed
down the throats of Republicans and Democrats alike when they were
adopted.  Members were not allowed to debate the rules that a small group
of House leaders developed in secret, nor were amendments allowed to be
filed in advance.  As a matter of fact, sources told us that only six House
leaders had a copy of the rules prior to the opening vote on February 7th
2011. 
 
Normally the minority party is allowed to offer amendments that are
negotiated before the rules are subjected to a vote of the House.  This year
though, Speaker Steele reportedly refused to allow the Democrats any
input, breaking a long standing custom.   Capitol sources claim that Speaker
Steele allegedly said "I don't give a sh*t what they think" when asked
about House rules ammendments from the Democratic Caucus.
 
The new rules increased the number of votes required to record how
individual House members voted, making it difficult to hold Representative
accountable for their votes.   It also restricted legislators from asking that
various meetings and committee conferences be recorded by the House
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media organization or even asking for a recorded vote unless prior
notification had been requested. 
 
Speaker Steele set up this new Ethics Commission simply to keep House
members in line, to keep them on the plantation so to speak.   By bypassing
the Constitutional authority of Article 5 Section 30 and the current House
rules that specifically lay out what is permitted and what is prohibited,
Speaker Steele is violating the law.   Think about this for a second, if
Speaker Steele gets to appoint those on the committee and remove them at
will, then he can pretty much stack the deck against any Representative
that dares to stand against his agenda.  Is there any doubt on who will be
targeted?  
 
Treat!  This time for Speaker Steele himself.  "Bad to the Bone"  Not that he
has been good but it was too funny on too many levels to pass up.  Speaker
Steele doesn't stutter by any chance does he?
 
Speaker Steele created this unaccountable Star Chamber with the power to
make their own rules and procedures without input from other members of
the legislature.  If the 2011 legislative session is any indicator, Speaker
Steele will use this new Ethics Committee to harass, intimidate, and impugn
any dissidents or holdouts to his progressive/liberal agenda.  His purpose is
to turn House members away from representing the interests of the House
District that elected them and have them become House leadership serfs.
 
The new Lords of the Star Chamber will meet this coming Monday,
December 5th, at 10:00 A.M. at the Skylab III Room at the Gordon Cooper
Technology Center, 4801 N. Harrison St, Shawnee Ok.  This meeting should
be open to the public so please attend and sign up to comment on the
proceedings if so allowed.  
 
Please call your Representative today and leave him a message on his
answering machine and send him an email through his House email system
asking him or her to force a caucus vote on this unconstitutional bypass of
existing law.  The entire legislature should be involved in disciplining House
members not a handful of Speaker Steele’s political cronies. 
 
The House Ethics Committee members are: 

Rep. Gary W. Banz, Chairman, Rep. Jabar Shumate, Vice Chairman, Rep.
Dennis Casey, Rep. Ann Coody, Rep. Danny Morgan, Rep. R.C. Pruett, Rep.
Wade Rousselot, Rep. Todd Russ, Rep. David Brumbaugh (Alternate), and
Rep. Rebecca Hamilton (Alternate).
 
Here is a link to the entire House roster
 
Here is a link to the entire Senate Roster
 
Please call your Senator and Repesentative even if they are Democrat and
ask them to stand up to House leadership's bully tactics.
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House Caucus meeting Monday December 5th

 
The final Republican Caucus meeting for 2011 is scheduled in Shawnee and
once again the entire event will be dominated by the State Chamber of
Commerce.   One of House leadership’s excuses is that taxpayer money is
stretched by allowing the Chamber to subsidize the costs and that would be
true but it allows the Chamber to wine and dine legislators outside the
regular ethics reporting system.  
 
Conservatives have reached out and offered to host the event.   I spoke
to the leader of one group on Friday that had made a public offer to
personally pay for the costs of this December Republican Caucus Dinner on
Monday night.  Speaker Steele told him ; “We couldn’t allow you to be the
exclusive dinner host but you conservatives could participate and be
represented”. (Note the "you conservatives"?)  That promise was never
fulfilled by Speaker Steele.  Instead the Pottawatomie County Development
Authority and the State Chamber have exclusive access to the legislators.
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Below is the agenda for the Shawnee Republican Caucus Retreat.  The
highlight is the Monday night dinner hosted by State Chamber interests and
the State Chamber's main lobbyist groujp, CMA Strategies, who is scheduled
to give a "polling update”.  CMA Strategies brags about their influence over
Oklahoma legislators:   “ …our relationships with many influential legislators
are deeper than a typical lobbyist relationship.” 
 
What will House and Senate leadership be focusing on at this Republican
retreat?  Well, the rest of the State Chamber agenda that wasn’t fulfilled
this session, including taxing internet purchases to recover lost sales taxes,
transfer payments from metropolitan areas to rural areas, and repaying the
political debts or outgoing House and Senate members.  
 
 As a extra bonus, they hope to inoculate the House and Senate members
against conservative legislation being demanded by their constituents,
legislation that would make the voters happy but that would set back the
big business agenda in the state. 
 
An excellent example is how  this works is this session when Speaker Steele
refused to allow a stem cell research ban bill to come to a vote in the
House in the last legislative session.   Now on a personal level I am not on
one side or the other of the stem cell research debate, however, Speaker
Steele is a Christian pastor and supposedly pro life/anti abortion.   Why
would Speaker Steele stand in the way of an issue that his constituents and
the members of his church would want? 
 
Because Speaker Steele has his own exit strategy lined up, a nice job just
waiting for him at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation after he term
limits out this year, he isn't worried about the results of his agenda. 
Speaker Steele will benefit from keeping legislators out of touch with the
predominantly conservative issues, he has cut his deal with the bureaucracy
and the State Chamber at the expense of the freshmen legislators, pulled
the wool over their eyes most of last session and if he can continue to
confuse them a big payday is his reward.
 
Last legislative session I told the freshmen legislators that House leadership
would fight to the last drop of their blood while keeping their skirts clean. 
Their strategy depended on freshmen legislators wanting to believe that
veteran House leaders had the best interests in mind of the average
Oklahoman and would do nothing to harm the political viability of rank and
file House members. 
 
Now this treat is for the Dirty 32 legislators that voted for Jeff Hickman in
the Speaker Designate race.  "Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves"
 
  The majority of freshmen legislators rebelled in April over the repeated
attempts to ram Obama Care/Fallin Care through the house when they
banded together and sent out the press release where they publically stood
against House leadership.  That along with pressure from the Sooner Tea
Party and other grass roots organizations lead to Governor Mary Fallin
returning the 53 million in Federal funds for implementing Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health Insurance Exchanges. 
 
But if you look at the State Chambers list of political demands, they continue
to push for Obama Care and increases in state government health insurance
programs like Insure Oklahoma.  Why?  Because they want health care costs
off their payrolls and onto the back of taxpaying Oklahomans.   
 
Please call your legislators and demand that they refuse to attend the
special interest events at the Shawnee Republican Caucus Retreat.   Tell
them to let House leadership know that they will not go along with the
internet sales tax scheme or any of the State Chamber agenda schemes but
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will represent their constituents and look out for the public’s interests.
 
Here is the agenda that was sent out for the Shawnee retreat:
 

2011 Republican Caucus Retreat
Monday, December 5th and Tuesday, December 6th

Shawnee, Oklahoma
 
Monday, December 5th

·         There are two events to choose from:
1.    Golf – House members only
o   Shawnee Elks Lodge – 13500 Acme Road, Shawnee, OK 74804-9207
o   12:30pm-1:15pm – Lunch 
o   1:30pm – Tee off

2.    Tours – House members and/or Spouses
o   Shawnee Milling Company – 201 S. Broadway, Shawnee, OK 74801
o   12:30pm-1:15pm – Lunch
o   1:30pm-2:30pm – Tour
o   Travel to Round House Manufacturing – Click here for directions
o   Round House Manufacturing – 1 American Way, Shawnee, OK 74804
o   3:00pm-4:00pm – Tour
o   4:00-5:30 – Helicopter Rides
o   Casual attire

6:30pm – Dinner at the Oklahoma Baptist University Geiger Center –
500 W. University St., Shawnee, 74804, click here for a printable map
of the campus  

Spouses welcome
Business causal attire
Performance by Bison Glee Club
Introduction of Guest Speaker – Lt. Governor Todd Lamb 
Keynote Address – Governor Mary Fallin  

 
Tuesday, December 6th 
Our Caucus Meeting will be held in the Mabee-Gerrer (pronounced ‘geer’)
Museum of Art at St. Gregory’s University, 1900 W. MacArthur Street,
Shawnee, OK 74804.

7:45am-8:30am – Breakfast at Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art
8:30am-9:15am – Tour Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art
9:15am-9:30am – Break
9:30am – Caucus Meeting begins 
9:45am – Polling update from CMA Strategies 
Working lunch  
2:30pm – Adjournment
3:00pm – Optional Tour of St. Gregory’s University Monastery  

 
 

40192

http://t.ymlp296.net/uqwyavauysuacaeuacajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqqsazauysuacaeuaiajbju/click.php
http://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=o+201+S.+Broadway,+Shawnee,+OK+74801&daddr=o+1+American+Way,+Shawnee,+Oklahoma+74804&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=30.130288,56.162109&geocode=FVAJGwIdnxA5-ilpWphSgLezhzH-kbIYMCjg5w%3BFRiKGwIdjnk4-ilJCVZv07ezhzHKmlWOSZohVA&mra=ls&z=13
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqqeaxauysuaoaeuaiajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqqmarauysualaeuadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqqjadauysuagaeuadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqqbavauysuaiaeuadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqqhavauysuaiaeuaaajbju/click.php


 
The McCarville Report Article,
 an Attack or a Compliment?

 
 
 
Welcome one of our newest readers to the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter,
Mike McCarville who is the author of the McCarville Report which is self
described as the “gold standard” of political blogs.  Now this is one long
article but it is filled with the history of the Tea Party movement here in
Oklahoma, details about the powerful but short lived OCA umbrella group,
and it reveals the character of some of the leaders of the conservative
movement.
 
 McCarville must have done his usual through and exhaustive research
before writing his article as he misspelled my name throughout the article,
so it is not surprising that he botched much of the rest of the article as well.
  However he did get some things correct so we thought we would show
public appreciation for the increased awareness in credibility he gave us by
attacking.   Let’s go over what McCarville got right in the article before
addressing the inaccuracies.
 
Here is a treat for those that get discoraged when conservatives turn on
their own "Believe"
 
First off McCarville did a good job of painting the Sooner Tea Party as
combative and uncompromising on the issues, and he mentioned our
weekly newsletter, one of the only state newsletters that is read by the
entire political establishment, all of the House and Senate, many of the
elected state officials,  and the resistance alike.   He did a great job
promoting our article on the flaws in the 2011 Conservative Index and the
fact that we laid the blame at Charlie Meadow’s feet.  However he didn't link
to the newsletter, showing that he didn't want his readers to consider the
merits of our article.  Pretty cowardly Mike, don't you have faith in your
readers?
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 McCarville also correctly reported that the Sooner Tea Party will not
hesitate to go after a Tea Party leader or other conservative that refuses to
act or acts in a hypocritical manner.  Friday at the High Noon Club I
repeatedly heard how we must hold our elected officials accountable.   We
must also hold our conservative group leaders accountable.  Far too many
grassroots groups either start out as controlled opposition groups with the
purpose of defusing public outrage on an issue or become taken over and
corrupted into inaction.
 
  The gist of the McCarville Report article is our last newsletter article where
we pointed out the problems with the 2011 Conservative Index while
pointing out that Charlie Meadows of OCPAC was responsible for handling
the voting on the index, Charlie’s refusal to listen to conservative legislators
on the bills included in the index, and Charlie’s lack of due diligence in
missing five major bills that were the most obvious bills to be used to
separate conservative legislators from liberal/progressive legislators.  Those
bills were HB1397 transvestite birth certificate vote, HB 2130 Obama
Care/Fallin Care vote, HB1446 illegal immigration, HB 1647 Open Carry, and
 the Charles Key amendment to HR 1008 (all bills get heard in committee). 
 
 To show just how widespread the support is for the issues that were left
out of the 2011 Conservative Index, at the High Noon Club this last Friday
we were treated to an audio clip of Pastor Dan Fisher berating Speaker Kris
Steele on April 8th when Speaker Steele spoke at the High Noon club. 
 
 In the audio clip, Pastor Fisher asked about HB 1446 (the illegal
immigration bill), HB1647 (John Bennett’s Open Carry bill), HB 2130 (Obama
Care/Fallin Care), and the Sharia law bill that was killed in the Senate.   I
tried to ask the High Noon Club a question during the discussion afterward
which was this:   Were any of those four issues in the 2011 Conservative
Index?  The answer would have be a resounding “NO!”   
 
The High Noon Club has been labeled as a religious right group, which is a
little unfair as the group is unusually tolerant of various opinions as long as
they are generally supportive of most conservative issues, but Pastor Fisher
is definitely a good representation of the OCPAC crowd so my follow up
question would have been:  Pastor Fisher, during the OCPAC debate on the
2011 Conservative Index bills, why didn’t you press for the inclusion of Open
Carry, Obama Care/Fallin Care, and the illegal immigration bills?    There
were a lot of hands up during that discussion though and I never got to ask
my questions.
 
The major flaw in the McCarville Report was that McCarville failed to
address the facts of the issue at hand and he painted Charlie Meadows as
the enemy of all RINOs.   We believe that Charlie has either been co opted
or has softened his stance to the point where he refuses to criticize any
Republican that does ill.   Back in the day when Republicans were not in
control of both houses of the legislature and didn’t control the Governor’s
office, Charlie’s tactics might have been solid.   Now we conservatives
supposedly own the state government, so why aren’t conservative issues
being addressed and good laws passed as Pastor Fisher asked in April?  
 
Charlie Meadows an attacker of RINOs?   More like an apologist for many of
them!  Charlie is more of an attacker of Democrats and liberals, indeed they
do not support any Democratic candidates as they are a Republican
organization.
 
The most crucial bit of political advice I’ve ever heard was to always ask
how it benefits the politician if we believe what he is telling us.   In the case
of Mike McCarville attacking the Sooner Tea Party for daring to criticize the
2011 Conservative Index we need to understand what is motivating
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McCarville to attack.  After all, regular readers of this newsletter know that
this isn’t the first time we publically spanked Charlie Meadows or mentioned
our dismay at the 2011 Conservative Index. 
 
Treat!  "Friends in Low Places" for our new reader, Mike McCarville
 
This latest attack is simply McCarville’s attempts to ignite a feud between
other Oklahoma conservative groups and the Sooner Tea Party while
attacking me personally with half truths and outright inaccuracies in several
instances.  At the same time McCarville has nothing but left hand praise for
Charlie and OCPAC.   Are you seeing the picture here?   They would much
rather have to deal with Charlie than the Sooner Tea Party...
 
Rather than addressing the motivation of McCarville let’s first look at some
of the points he got wrong and we will write an entire article on the
motivations of Mike McCarville in a future issue. 
 
 As we have already mentioned, this isn’t the first time we have bashed
Charlie Meadows and on several occasions Charlie backed down after we
took him to task.   The time that Sykes killed Sally Kern’s bill on Sharia Law
comes to mind, and Sykes was the Senate author of the bill!  Charlie initially
defended Sykes but backed down a few weeks later and issued a public
apology. 
 
 Meadows backtracked on Ken Miller during the 2010 election, acting as an
apologist for Miller after the OCA umbrella group pointed out that Ken Miller
was outright lying about his voting record!  
 
Charlie also backed down on the Obama Care/Fallin Care issue after his own
OCPAC members excoriated him for his pro State Chamber stance.  This
was the second time in a few months that Charlie was forced to  issue a
retraction and an apology!   You gotta admire a man that can say he is
wrong, but Charlie has been doing an awful lot of it in the last year.  That is
evidence that he has lost touch with his own supporters or they are growing
away from his tactic of refusing to hold Republicans accountable.
 
McCarville correctly pointed out that I was registered as an Independent
prior to 2009 but he neglected to mention that I had been a Republican
until the first Bush presidency when the promise “Read my lips, no new
taxes” was uttered and then betrayed by Bush senior.     The Republican
Party still got my vote as the lesser of evils for the major races but other
than that I was like the vast majority of the Tea Party folks, unengaged
politically and unaware. 
 
 When  Jim Inhofe asked the Sooner Tea Party to meet with him in
Washington D.C. in September of 2009, Inhofe asked where we had been
all these years.   Our reply was that we had been asleep, raising our
families and trusting the government to do the right thing but we were
awake now and were here to help.  That meeting was partially taped by
both CNN and the Tea Party movie crew, with the meeting getting around
one minute in the final movie.   I think I can speak for the majority of the
Tea Party members in that we had no idea how fast things could turn bad
but we answered the call when we woke up.
 
McCarville next blamed Charlie Meadows for striking the spark that set the
Sooner Tea Party off.  Charlie did write about the Tea Party in his
November 22nd newsletter but that was months after we had discussed the
problems with the 2011 Conservative Index, had rightly blamed Charlie for
his part in the problem, and had started researching where the Index went
wrong and what was needed to set it right.  
 
Meadows wrote more about the OKC Tea Party which has all but
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evaporated due to its lack of action.   While holding rallies and meetings
appeals to a good many people, those that are truly interested in change
leave after it becomes obvious that the group refuses to take action.   
 
 
Treat!  This one is for the Sooner Tea Party fans out there, it is our theme
song " I Won't Back Down"
 
Charlie’s Tea Party article neglected to mention that the Sooner Tea Party
has attacked bad legislators nonstop starting with the formation of the OCA
in 2009.   Charlie also neglects to mention his role in destroying the 35
conservative group umbrella organization in early 2010 or the short life and
complete inaction of the group that Charlie promoted to replace the OCA,
LibertyForge.us, which started with the core of the OCA groups and
dwindled into an online forum ghost town.   Indeed the vast majority posts
consist of threads with the author’s original post and no replies.  
 
 I am always supportive of anyone willing to try to get a group kick started
but Charlie Meadows destroyed a thriving 35 organization umbrella group
that kicked butt at the Capitol in 2010 and left the replacement organization
to wither away.
 
Charlie did give a nod in his article to the election of John Bennett in 2010
and the OCA involvement without naming who was responsible.   Other than
that, the article was about the disappearance of the Tea Party movement in
the large cities with the exception of the Sooner Tea Party although Charlie
dared not credit us for our work.
 
Next McCarville resorts to outright misrepresentation to damage the Sooner
Tea Party by making this statement:
 
“Unlike Gearhart, Meadows doesn't label virtually every Republican legislator
a RINO. Gearhart puts about three-fourths of GOP legislators in that
category, targeting some for special scorn.”
 
Geeze, the dude reads our newsletters… how could he not understand that
we reserve the term RINO for a select group of Republican House
members.  We rarely deal with the Senate as they are the more responsible
of the two houses for the most part, not without fault by a long shot, but
they have tended to learn from the beatings we have administered over on
the House side.  
 
Currently we label 32 Republican Representatives as RINOs, the infamous
Dirty Thirty-Two that voted for Representative Hickman in the Speaker
Designate race in October with Representative George Faught added  due to
his refusal to support illegal immigration laws or sign the HR 1004 discharge
petition (Open government, all bills get heard in committee).
 
McCarville then quotes anonymous "experts" claiming that we are fighting
with Charlie over “power”, then goes on to attempt to drive a wedge
between the Oklahoma Constitution, the owner of the Conservative Index,
and the Sooner Tea Party.  
 
First off, I actually turned down an offer to run for State Senate District 43
when asked to do so during a conference call initiated by several Republican
leaders.   My reasoning was that I could only vote once as a Senator but I
could hold 149 legislators accountable as an activist.   I have no intentions
of running for elected office and I'm not sure if I would like doing the job if I
did run.
 
Second, we were contacted by the editor of the Oklahoma Constitution after
we first mentioned the unusual departure from the usually solid  values of
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the Conservative Index,  had an extremely civil and informative email
exchange where I laid out the problems and asked that the issue be
addressed.  
 
What I have been told about the editor of the Oklahoma Constitution is that
he is a solid patriot with integrity, so much so that this issue will lay heavy
on his shoulders until things are straightened out.   I gathered as much in
our email exchange but I wondered if the editor of the Okahoma
Constitution can find the political clout to stand up to Charlie Meadows and
ask that the Index be set right?
 
Continuing on in the same vein, McCarville talks of “arch-conservatives”
fighting to be the leader of the “ultra-conservative” movement not
understanding perhaps that the Sooner Tea Party embraces the Republican
Party Platform as the dream blueprint for restoring our country and our
liberties.   At the 2011 Oklahoma State GOP Convention I stood before the
entire crowd and said that exact thing during the debate on requiring
elected Republicans to follow the State GOP Platform.
 
Charlie Meadows is a John Bircher, not me.   Our standards were developed
using the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform.  If they are “radical” then
perhaps we are as well.  I’ll leave it to others as to whether or not the John
Birch Society is considered radical or not.
 
Treat!  This one is for me for putting up with the mud slinging  "Another
Brick in the Wall"
 
 
McCarville publishes his second outright inaccuracy about the Sooner Tea
Party in this portion of his article:
 
“This isn't Gearhart's first public battle. His penchant for promoting a militia
through the Tea Party and attacking then-GOP Chairman Gary Jones....”
 
What an utter lack of research or a worse possible option, what an utter
lack of integrity.   If McCarville had any real sources left in the conservative
movement he would have known that the militia controversy was started by
two Tulsa conservatives.    Actually all they did was talk about asking the
legislature to find a new commander for the Oklahoma State Guard.  That
entire episode was a manufactured controversy used to attack Governor
candidate Randy Brogdon and to try to use the Tea Party as the vehicle.
 
At one point both Tulsa activists wanted my support on the issue as the
leader of the OCA but I refused to even discuss the idea other than to say
that it would be a distraction to what we needed to accomplish and that it
would be used against the conservative movement were they to attempt it.  
One of the activists was J.W. Berry of OkforTea and yes, Berry did pour
gasoline on the fire in that Associated Press interview. 
 
 My contribution to the entire article was to say:
 
“Is it scary? It sure is,” Tea Party leader Al Gerhart told the AP. “But when
do the states stop rolling over for the federal government?”
 
The other activist that was involved in the Oklahoma State Guard issue was
a board member of the Tulsa County Republican Party.   How radical can he
be if he is a GOP board member?  He isn't but the explanation of why he
was targeted will be given in a bit.
 
The Sooner Tea Party never discussed anything related to the Oklahoma
State Guard or any sort of militia prior to the Associated Press article nor did
anyone or any group bring up the Oklahoma State Guard or any other sort
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of militia during any OCA meeting or on the OCA email list.   So exactly how
did all of this militia nonsense get started?   Several reports laid the
beginning of the controversy at the feet of Gary Jones, the former
Oklahoma State Chairman.
 
Gary Jones first came on the Sooner Tea Party Radar in early 2010 when he
attacked the OCA during a radio show on KFAQ Talk Radio out of Tulsa.   
Jones had a long running feud with the Tulsa County Republican party over
their conservative values.   I do remember that the first time we set up OCA
Republican Party activist training the event had to be moved because Gary
Jones objected to the use of the Tulsa County Republican office being used
to train conservatives.  The Tulsa GOP procured another venue for the
training to try to mollify Gary Jones.  Shortly after that erupted, Jones
traveled to Tulsa for a confrontation with the Tulsa County Republican board
but left with the seat of his britches ripped out and his you know what
bloody.
 
So when Jones attacked the OCA (the Oklahoma Constitutional Alliance), the
conservative umbrella group that was formed in 2009, the listeners of KFAQ
in Tulsa lit up the phone lines during his interview and ripped Jones to
pieces.    I never said a word publically other than discussing the problem
with several legislators.  Eventually a few Representatives and Senators
pressured Jones to meet with me and iron out any differences. 
 
 Jones and I met at a GOP function in OKC a few weeks later and I let him
talk for the better part of five minutes before I asked him “Gary, why in the
h*ll did you say those things on KFAQ?”   Jones stammered something to
the effect of he didn’t know how he managed to say those things but that
they didn’t help anyone or anything.   
 
 I forgave him for his indiscretion and made my point that the Tea Party
was going to be involved in Oklahoma politics, that we believed in their
party platform, and that he needed to either welcome us or get ready to
fight us.   Jones admitted that our values were the same and that we would
work together toward better government.
 
So no one was shocked more than I when the manufactured militia story hit
and there was Gary Jones, speaking on behalf of the Oklahoma GOP,
attacking the OCA, the Sooner Tea Party, and me personally on the militia
controversy.   Now the timing was no coincidence because a few days later
was the second annual Tea Party rally at the Capitol and it was there that I
spoke of Gary Jones’s attacks on the Tea Party movement and said “Gary,
we are coming for you.”  
 
What most people didn’t know was that we were privy to the number of
county chairmen that were lining up against Gary Jones, fed up with his
leadership or lack of leadership, and his lack of support for conservative
values.  Few knew that the State GOP was broke and barely able to pay its
bills, that Jones had missed paychecks during 2009, or that their donor base
was in tatters after conservatives saw the Republicans take control of both
houses of the Capitol and then refuse to implement the Oklahoma GOP
Party Platform agenda.
 
To borrow a phrase from McCarville, “several sources” claimed that Gary
Jones was the Associated Press source of the story of the two Tulsa activists
discussing the idea of asking the legislature to find a replacement head of
the Oklahoma State Guard.  It makes sense, Jones was angry at the Tulsa
GOP group, he didn’t want the Tea Party interfering with Republican politics,
he could take out the leaders of both groups in one hit. 
 
Another important thing that McCarville left out was that Jones asked to
stay on as State GOP Chair during his run for the Auditor’s office but was
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refused.   Gary Jones knew weeks before going into that June 26th meeting
in 2010 that he was out of a job on that day.  Another thing that McCarville
neglected to mention was that Matt Pinell replaced Gary Jones and Matt
Pinell had been working to help train Oklahoma Tea Party activists.  I forget
which group Matt was working for, maybe American Majority or the John
Hanncock Group, both are 501C non profit groups that focus on training
activists.   Matt and another person in the organization had been visitors in
my office long before June 2010.
 
The bottom line was that Gary Jones was booted out of GOP leadership and
a Tea Party friendly leader took over.   Jones badly wanted to keep his
Chairman job so as to have a paycheck but the majority of County GOP
Chairmen had had enough.
 
Another canard trotted out by McCarville was this jewel:
 
“Gearhart's been described by some as a bully using the Tea Party label to
further his personal agenda.”
 
Originally I went to Tea Party rallies as a participant, stood in the freezing
rain in March of 2009, and donated money when I could.   I never dreamed
that I would be involved past that until the day that Margie Drescher of the
OKC Tea Party canceled the July 4th 2009 Tea party.  
 
 No one knew why she did it at the time but it turned out that it was so she
could consolidate her control over the OKC Tea party, incorporate the
group, copyright the name, and finish kicking out around 9 of the original 13
founders many of which eventually joined the Sooner Tea Party leadership
team.  All I knew was that this ray of hope, the OKC Tea Party, was
refusing to move forward and could utter not a single valid reason for
canceling the July 4th rally.
 
So I googled “Tea Party Oklahoma” and found a small group on an OKC 912
forum talking about having a picnic or going to bricktown to hand out
flyers.  I signed up as a member and made a short post to the effect of
“Heck no, we are going to the capitol permit or not.”    A leader of the
Moore/Norman 912 group offered to allow his next meeting to be taken
over for planning the July 4th rally. 
 
Once we got there I raised a few eyebrows when I lit into a Cleveland
County Republican leader for attempting to take over the meeting.   My
point was that we were where we were as a result of the Republicans and
the Democrats and I was in no mood to follow either.
 
We knew that someone had pulled a permit for July 4th, and when a lady
stood up at the initial meeting and said “I have the permit”, I pointed at her
and said “There is the leader.”   That was Patty McCallister, who served as
our first leader until illness took her out of the fray. It was true that I called
for the July 4th rally and was the impetus for the first meeting but Patty
had gotten the permit, showed enourmous inititive, and rather than lead I
prefered to ride to the sound of the guns.
 
Treat!  For the classical fans  "Ride of the Valkyries"
 
The point of all this is to show that I became a reluctant leader.  At 53
years of age I understand that all one can possibly control is himself and
that there is no glory involved in leading a group, you just become the
targets of yahoos like McCarville that will spread inaccurate information in
order to damage anyone that stands against special interests and for good
government.
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McCarville goes on to attack our attempt to salvage the 2011 Conservative
Index.   He didn’t find fault with our reasoning for discarding six of the ten
bills in the Index, indeed he compliments our knowledge the of bills by
claiming that we had members of the legislature helping us, saying it was
obvious we had inside information.  Well Mr. McCarville, if you just take the
time to read the bills and watch who votes for what it all becomes clear.  
We did run our choice of bills past some House members, we do have
plenty of sources inside from both parties and from both sides of the
Capitol, in a lot of state agencies, and scattered all across the state.
 
To finish up his rant, McCarville mentions that we excoriated Rep George
Faught without pointing out a single inaccuracy in our  article on
Representative Faught's voting record.   He mentions that we worked
George’s boy over, Jamison Faught, without mentioning that Jamison Faught
was renowned for his attacks on the OCA, the Sooner Tea Party, and me
personally.   One can get a hint of Jamison Faught’s politics by reading the
one single email he ever made in the months that he was part of the OCA.  
What caused Jamison to join in?   An email criticizing a RINO House leader
on the OCA email list.  Other than that the boy never made a single
suggestion, never replied to a single topic, never attended a single meeting
of the 35 group umbrella organization.
 
Leaving aside the motivations for Mike McCarville to attack a grassroots
group like the Sooner Tea Party for another newsletter, let’s explore why
McCarville chose to attack now. 
 
Is it a coincidence that we are approaching the Republican Caucus Retreat,
a little over one year after last year’s retreat that was picketed by
grassroots groups? 
 
 Is it a coincidence that we are close to the legislative session of 2012 and
that history is repeating itself in the attacks on conservative groups? 
 
Is it not obvious then that McCarvill is serving as a proxy for the State
Chamber and House leadership?
 
The bottom line is that the McCarville Report was nothing more than an
attempt to stir up a fight between conservative groups in Oklahoma, to get
us to fight among ourselves rather than presenting a united front against
House leadership.  In a future newsletter we will expose the motivation for
Mike McCarville to attack and provide absolute proof of who is behind him.
 
 

 
Don't forget the Wednesday night work parties starting at 4 pm. 

Get involved; help us hammer the bad politicians until they
become good politicians.  This Wednesday we are going back to

work Representative Jason Nelson's House district.
 

Call 405-412-6233 for more info.
 

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use

our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent
being accidently  unsubscribed.

 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,

and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country. 
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Who’s Your Daddy?
 

Alright folks, you just can’t make up anything more bizarre than what
actually occurs at the capitol.   The perennially pregnant Representative
Skye McNiel recently gave birth to the latest member of the clan which in
itself is hardly breaking news.   But what was funny about the birth
announcement was that it wasn’t done by the mother or her family, it
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wasn’t done by the father or his family, the birth announcement was done
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Kris Steele:
 
From: Kris Steele
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:08 PM
To: All
Subject: Rep. Skye McNiel 

House Members and Staff: 

Please join me in congratulating Rep. Skye McNiel on the birth of her daughter,
Sami Steele McNiel.   Rep. McNiel and her husband, Pecos, welcomed their baby
girl into the world Monday morning. She weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was
19.5 inches long. Mom and daughter are doing great.

Congratulations to the McNiel family!

Kris Steele
Speaker
 
 But it gets even weirder, perhaps even more than a little creepy,
approaching appalling in my opinion.   The parents named the baby after
Speaker Steele… as in Sami Steele McNiel.     Did the baby, God forbid, have
a bad leg or something?  Is she now destined to be shot with a Daisy BB
gun by one of her friends resulting in a six figure settlement?   Perhaps
Speaker Steele might reconsider those caps on legal damages if his
namesake might have to walk, uh, hobble in his footsteps.

 
 
 

Another thing about this whole name thing.   Sami Steele McNiel.    Really? 
If this was a boy child I could guarantee he would learn to fight at an early
age or at least learn how to take a beating.  Sami Steele McNiel sounds like
the noms de guerre for a super hero or a porn star.   And if the poor thing
has to go through life with a gimpy leg as a result of being named after Kris
Steele, outrunning bullies isn’t going to be an option.   Note to self
Representative Skye McNiel, if you are running out of names for the kids,
you might want to figure out exactly what is causing  your constant fecund
condition.
 

 
 But after some thought, this whole Steele middle name is beginning to
make perfect sense.  When I don’t understand something, I go back to
some sage advice I heard long ago, “words mean things”.    Naming little
Sami Steele McNiel might have been a deliberate act.   Noms de guerre is
French for “war name” and came from a sixteenth century custom where
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$50 + Shipping
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Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
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French soldiers were required to adopt a nickname that was usually linked
to their home town or to a specific physical or psychological trait.   So either
the McNiel family decided to name their child after a small potatoes
Oklahoma politician so that the child would to have to fight a lot, or perhaps
even more nauseous, perhaps the child looks like Speaker Steele?
 
Okay, okay… finish reading the newsletter before you send us hate mail.  
You really didn’t think we would pick on the Oklahoma Octomom without a
good reason did you?  Besides the term "Who's your daddy"  came from the
1968 song "Time of the Season" by The Zomvies. 
 
"What's your name? Who's your daddy? Is he rich like me?"
 
 
 Click on this link and you can listen to "Time of the Season" while you read
the newslettter.
 
The term "Who's your daddy?" is commonly used as a boastful claim of
dominance over the intended listener.  In this case we are using the term to
show Speaker Steele's need for dominance even over something as obscure
as one of his lieutenants having a child. But since Speaker Steele brought
Representative McNiel to our attention, let's take a look at her voting record
and whether or not she is representing her constituents.
  
 

 
Representative Skye McNiel is known as the Speaker that would never be.  
She represents House District 29, which runs roughly in a rectangle  from
Oilton to Manford to Kellyville to Bristow, and it is a thoroughly rural
district.   That would mean she would be focused on agriculture, farming
and ranching issues, right?   Wrong…    Representative McNiel’s puppet
strings are pulled by one Kell Kelly, the head of Spirit Bank.  Just to set the
scene here, Spirit Bank pulled in $30,000,000 in bailout funds, they even
brag about it on their website.  
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Todd Hiett, former Speaker of the House

 
Representative McNiel was former Speaker Todd Hiett’s protégé so McNiel
was supposed to be the next Speaker of the House after Kris Steele had
termed out.  Why?  Because before he left Todd Hiett had engineered the
Kris Steele speakership, that unholy 2010 alliance between Tulsa legislators,
rural legislators, and a segment of the conservative legislative block.  
 
 Tulsa has had their share of speakers recently, first Hiett (from Kellyville,
suburb of Tulsa), followed by the short lived Lance Cargill (Oklahoma City),
then Chris Benge (Tulsa), then Kris Steele (Shawnee), and then a failed
attempt to bring the Speaker post back to rural leadership with the Jeff
Hickman (Woodward).   But what happened to Skye McNiel’s shot at being
speaker?  
 
 The Speakership had gone Tulsa, OKC, Tulsa, Shawnee, then the position
was supposed to go back to Tulsa/Kellyville with McNiel.   Why did the
Speaker Steele’s unholy alliance cause Skye McNiel to be skipped over and
why did the RINOs try to throw the Speakership to Rep Hickman from
Woodward?
 
The answer is twofold:  
A:   Kris Steele’s actions immediately after he gained the Speakership 
B:  The true nature of what drives many rural legislators.
 
Immediately after being elected Speaker, Kris Steele’s first act was to turn
on the conservative legislators that helped ensure his election.   Everyone
remembers Speaker Steele’s comments in the Oklahoman where he spoke of
not pursuing “social issues”, a code word for conservative issues like pro
life, family values, and gun rights.  Instead, Speaker Steele said he would
focus on economic development and tort reform.  The small town, pro life
pastor forgot all about abortion and stem cell research banns and went to
work restoring tax credits for corporate welfare programs, ramming Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges through, and gutting the 7th

Amendment right to have a jury of one’s peers decide the outcome of
lawsuits. 
 
 

If someone betrays you once then it is their fault; 
If they betray you twice, it is your fault.

  
"Eleanor Roosevelt"
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Speaker Steele declared war on his former conservative allies, going after
Sally Kern, Mike Reynolds, and Randy Terrill with reprimands and
worse. Almost all of the conservative legislators had their bills killed before
committee while it was Black Friday for the State Chamber of Commerce. 
Representative Ritze and others were even stripped of certain committee
assignments to ensure they were where they could do no harm to his
agenda.  Speaker Steele’s betrayal of the conservative faction was deliberate
and purposeful, no doubt mindful of the Machiavellian rule that when you
turn on allies to never allow your victim’s kin to survive but to stamp out his
entire lineage to prevent future retaliation.
 
Another part of the primary reason that Representative McNiel was kicked
out of the  Speaker lineup was Speaker Steele’s need to mend fences with
the rural legislators after turning on the conservatives.   Think about it, if
you are in a triangular alliance and you see the head of the alliance turn on
one third of your allies, it stands to reason that you will be next.  By kicking
one of Tulsa’s legislators to the curb and attempting to bring in another
rural legislator as the next Speaker, Kris Steele paid penance for his dirty
deed against the conservatives.
 
The second reason why Skye McNiel was thrown under the bus was the true
nature of what drives many rural legislators.  One would think that farming
and ranching interests dominate the rural legislator’s supporters but that
would be far from the truth.  Rural areas have small town Chamber of
Commerce organizations and they are the drivers of rural venture tax credit
schemes and economic development schemes like Quartz Mountain and the
Bank of Altus scandal which are nothing more than wealth re distribution,
taking  taxes that large cities generate which are then given to the smaller
towns and rural districts. 
 
That means working hand in hand with the State Chamber of Commerce on
things like stopping illegal immigration reform, voting for transvestite birth
certificate changes, and forcing Obama Care/Fallin Care down the throats of
Oklahomans.  It also means stopping any 10th Amendment issues or 2nd

Amendment issues to prevent Oklahoma from looking “backward’.  Do they
also have a pro gay agenda?  You betcha sailor!
 
Now Speaker Steele didn’t completely screw over Representative McNiel.  He
had left open the option of having McNiel as the next Speaker after
Hickman.   Take a look at McNiel’s legislation, mostly economic development
projects and tax credit schemes; they have her carrying water for the State
Chamber of Commerce and repaying political favors.  She has paid her dues
and Speaker Steele will find a way to compensate her this session.
 
Okay, still with me here?  I know this stuff is boring but you need to know
what is going down at the capitol and why.  Once you know how they
operate, they won't be able to lie to you any longer.   And you know what? 
I think we need to add treats to the newsletter as rewards for reading it.   
That "Time of the Seasons" song addition was a good idea.   Here is
another for you "Long Cool Woman in a Black Dress", not intended to
reflect on Representative McNiel.   It should open up another window for
you, crank it up while you read.
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Here are the bills that Representative McNiel ran last session:
 
HB 1008,
 The shortening of the moratorium on the income tax credit for the
reimbursement of tuition and compensation of aerospace engineers will
result in an estimated direct revenue loss of $5.9 million in fiscal year 2012,
as estimated by the Oklahoma Tax Commission.   Look at the votes,
conservative legislators allied with Democrats on one side, RINOs on the
other.  
 
Hb 1009
Venture Capital Formation Tax Incentive Modification Act of 2011
 
Enough said there, eh?
 
HB1951
A tax on composting facilities of $1.25 per ton.  
 
I would think that the more you tax something, the less of it you get.  Why
would they want to hinder companies diverting waste streams from landfills?
 
HB1952
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Increased authorization to enforce size and weight requirements at
stationary and permanent scale facilities.   
 
 Can you say “More fees!”
 
HB 1953
creating the Oklahoma Quick Action Closing Fund, the new Mary Fallin slush
fund to bribe companies to relocate to Oklahoma or to pay them to stay.  
Look at the votes, the usual good legislators on one side, the usual bad
legislators on the other.   
 
HB1954
Eliminates some sales taxes on oil refining equipment
 
A special interest bill that cost the state $42,000 in lost taxes, a paltry sum
considering the work and effort it takes to make a special law.
 
HB 1955
Authorizing utilities to enter into long-term gas supply agreements.  There is
one clause that doesn’t seem kosher:
 
 “Additionally, the measure stipulates that the approval of a long-
term gas supply agreement is not to be reversed by the
Commission, even if the agreement price is higher than a future
market price of natural gas.”  
  
 Sounds like an invitation to steal from consumers.
 
HB1956
A bill concerning opening of new roads or highways. 
 
The intended purpose seemed to be to allow expanding businesses to open
up new roads on their property, and since the law required an investment of
ten million dollars and 25 new jobs, it appears that the idea was to have
the new road paid for by the taxpayers.  Likely a bill filed to benefit an
existing business deal.
 
HB1957
Concerns limits on pig farms, three miles from a recreation area or camp
with over 2,000 visitors per year and one mile from those private recreation
areas or camps with less than 2,000 visitors per year. 
 
I suppose that people that go to the smaller church camps don’t have as
a acute sense of smell.
 
 
HCR1005
Ah, this is an important one.  No wonder there wasn’t any time for
conservative bills last session!  HCR 1005 creates   “Water Appreciation Day”
at the Oklahoma State Capitol and urges all Oklahoma citizens to respect
the value and significance of the water resources in Oklahoma.
 
So Representative McNiel had one bill that was rural in nature, the pig farm
set back bill.  The rest of her ten bills were tax and fee increases, special
interest bills, and the slush fund for Governor Fallin bill.   Representative
McNiel has certainly carried her share of water for the State Chamber so it
must be galling for her to watch Representative Shannon’s rise to the 2013
Speaker slot.  And the appropriately nick named Representative McNiel will
now live up to the nick name of the Speaker that would never be.
 
Okay, you've been good, you are still here.  Here is another treat  "Bad
Moon Rising" and this one is appropriate for ending Representative McNiel's
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article and starting the next.
 
 

 
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance

Exchange  meeting December 8th
  

Below is an announcement sent out by House leadership on the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges which are the first required
step of implementing Obama Care in Oklahoma:
 
There will be a presentation at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 8th in
Room 419C of the Oklahoma Capitol to cover Health Insurance Exchanges
under the Affordable Care Act:  State-run vs. federally facilitated.  This
overview will include federal requirements for a compliant state-run health
insurance exchange; Oklahoma's readiness to enact such an insurance
exchange; recent developments/predictions about legislative/executive
action at the state-level on exchanges; and updates on other federal/state
health policy partnerships.

The presenter, Kate Richey of the Oklahoma Policy Institute, has a degree in
International Business from the University of Texas at San Antonio and a
Masters degree in Political Science from the University of Central Oklahoma. 
She is currently a PhD Candidate in Political Science from the University of
Oklahoma and works as a Policy Analyst for the Oklahoma Policy Institute
specializing in health care, immigration, and anti-poverty issues.
 
I would encourage people to attend and to voice your opposition to any sort
of government involvement in personal health care.  One would think that

the presenter, Kate Richey, would understand that Oklahomans do not want
any part of this, a fact that must be less obvious to doctoral candidates of

Political Science.
 

Now take a break while Bad Moon finishes playing
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Treat!   "Born to be Wild" 
This one is for Laura for all her hard work on the Ron Paul campaign.

 

Ron Paul Activist Social Set for December 11th
 
The Ron Paul Activists are hosting an event called “A Season of Liberty” on
Sunday December 11th at 6:00 p.m.   The event includes a Holiday Social
and Silent Auction with Cocktails & Hors d'oeuvres and will be at the Ron
Paul Headquarters at 106 East Main in Norman Ok.   Ron Paul types tend to
be younger than the average conservative but very libertarian minded and
constitutional minded so they are an interesting bunch to interact with. 
 
 We all need to remember who knocked down the Defense bill Thursday
night, the bill that would have allowed indefinite detainment of American
citizens without court review.   Reports stated that something as innocuous
as having a missing finger or storing more than seven days worth of food
were grounds for investigation as a potential terrorist.  The bill had already
passed the House and would have passed the Senate on a voice vote.  But
Senator Rand Paul, Ron Paul’s son, demanded a voice vote, causing the
Senate bill to be defeated.  If that doesn’t make up your mind to support
Ron Paul then nothing else will.   The man has walked and talked the
constitution and limited government for two decades and has obviously
taught his son the same principles.
 
If you wish to attend the Ron Paul Holiday Social, please R.S.V.P Laura at
310-3362 or email to RonPaulNorman@gmail.com

 
 

40210

http://t.ymlp296.net/uqhqanauysuaoaeualajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp296.net/uqhyatauysuaiaeuazajbju/click.php


 
House Ethics Committee or

Star Chamber?
 

This treat is for those that supported Speaker Steele
 on this new "ethics" committee

"Russian National Anthem"
  

  The term "Star Chamber" fits this story because it comes from an English
secret court that originally was formed to punish those so powerful that
normal courts couldn't touch them.  Eventually the Star Chamber began
being used on ordinary Englishmen where the secrecy and lack of
transparency allowed it to be used against political enemies.
 
 Last legislative session was a battleground for conservatives after House
leadership turned on them after the Speaker election.   Representative
Randy Terrill got in trouble for talking tough after he became frustrated over
one of the Speaker’s little deceptions.   The fact that the comments
occurred in a private office were of little concern to the Speaker, he felt he
had been disrespected so he was out for payback.  
 
We saw Representative Sally Kern reprimanded for comments made during
a House debate, for making a comment that some women found offensive.  
Now is it just me or don’t we usually carve out exceptions for “minority”
groups on such things?     The black community uses a particular slur on
each other and no one objects.   Bill Cosby was allowed to say things that
would have gotten a white person hounded off the public stage.   There
have always been exemptions for politically incorrect speech as long as it
comes from within the affected community.   So why was Sally Kern singled
out? Oh yeah, she was a conservative.
 
We saw Representative Mike Reynolds reprimanded after he objected to a
preacher haranguing the House instead of giving the expected opening
prayer. 
 
Then Representative Randy Terrill received a second dose of attention from
House leadership after he was charged with alleged campaign violations in
the Leftwich scandal. 
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 The Leftwich case developed into a $168,000 House investigation of the
Leftwich scandal and focused on Representative Terrill but the investigating
committee not only returned a recommendation of not reprimanding
Representative Terrill, they did so in the first phase of the process.   Looking
at the list of members of that committee finds few conservatives if any,
compounded by the fact that Terrill refused to participate, leaving one to
understand that there simply wasn’t enough evidence to discipline anyone.  
 
 Even more instructive is that the committee reported back to Speaker
Steele at the end of the first meeting that there simply was nothing there
but Speaker Steele ordered the committee to continue to meet in order to
save face for Speaker Steele.  After all, it was Speaker Steele that ordered
the investigation, to come up with nothing meant that the investigation was
intended as punishment for a member that was refusing to toe the line.   In
a crude attempt to salvage both his pride and his reputation, Speaker Steele
quietly ordered the investigative committee leaders to recommend a
permanent Ethics Committee be established. 
 
Okay, Okay, there was more to it than that, you caught me.   Speaker
Steele's cronies were hired as oustide House Counsel for the investigating
committee.  Dang, that was a twofer, bash your enemies and enrich your
buddies with one deal.
 
Ready for another treat?  This one fits the rest of this story to a tee.  "Paint
it Black"
 
The idea of a permanent Ethics Committee in itself is not a bad decision. 
Article 5 Section 30 of the Oklahoma Constitution gives the legislature ability
to discipline members:
 
Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a
member.
 
Note that the constitution says “legislature” not the leaders of the
legislature.   The constitution doesn’t lay out specifics of the management of
the House or Senate so when our state government started the members of
the legislatures addressed this by formulating specific House and Senate
rules that are submitted from a special committee and voted upon during
the opening day of each legislative session.  Indeed the legislature is
prohibited from doing any other work until the rules are established. 
 
The rules are expected to clear, setting out rules of conduct so that
everyone knows where the lines are drawn, and those rules included having
the entire House or Senate vote on individual cases where disciplining
members was warranted.   That satisfied the Constitutional requirement that
each “House” may determine the rules, not  “House leaders” may determine
the rules.
 
So if we are a nation of laws, one would expect that the legislature itself be
governed by the laws they enact.   The current set of House rules covers
decorum only in section 4.4 other than in section 1.3 where the Speaker of
the House is allowed to preserve the order and decorum of the House: 
 
1.3 – Preservation of Order and Decorum
(a)  The Speaker shall preserve order and decorum.  In case of any
disturbance or disorderly conduct in the Hall of the House of Representatives
or in other areas of the Capitol assigned to the House, the Speaker shall
have the power to order the same to be cleared or direct any other action
necessary to preserve order and decorum. 
(b)  Appearances or presentations by school or other groups shall not be
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permitted on the floor of the House during the four (4) legislative days
immediately preceding sine die adjournment as the Speaker may designate. 
 
Nowhere in the current House rules are there any rules allowing a House
member to be chastised for the particular words used in debate or for
conversations in private offices that doesn’t affect order or decorum.  If an
argument occurs in a public space at the House portion of the Capitol to the
point where the behavior becomes unseemly or disruptive then Speaker
Steele could get involved.  If you look up the definition of decorum, it
means “dignified propriety of behavior or speech”.    I submit that none of
the three House members reprimanded in the 2011 legislative session were
involved in undignified behavior, they were reprimanded for speaking their
mind.
 

 
If the Speaker were concerned about decorum he would have reprimanded
former Representative Dan Sullivan when Sullivan got caught having sex on
a desk with a House staff member (Well, he did have to marry her so
perhaps he was punished), or Representative Don Armes for screaming at
two women in the lobby of the House chamber during the closing days of
the 2011 legislative session, or Representative Sue Tibbs when she
screamed at 2nd Amendment supporters in the House lobby, or
Representative Dank for calling Representatives Ritze and Reynolds childish
names on the House floor.
 
Now the House rules are by no means perfect, indeed they were rammed
down the throats of Republicans and Democrats alike when they were
adopted.  Members were not allowed to debate the rules that a small group
of House leaders developed in secret, nor were amendments allowed to be
filed in advance.  As a matter of fact, sources told us that only six House
leaders had a copy of the rules prior to the opening vote on February 7th
2011. 
 
Normally the minority party is allowed to offer amendments that are
negotiated before the rules are subjected to a vote of the House.  This year
though, Speaker Steele reportedly refused to allow the Democrats any
input, breaking a long standing custom.   Capitol sources claim that Speaker
Steele allegedly said "I don't give a sh*t what they think" when asked
about House rules ammendments from the Democratic Caucus.
 
The new rules increased the number of votes required to record how
individual House members voted, making it difficult to hold Representative
accountable for their votes.   It also restricted legislators from asking that
various meetings and committee conferences be recorded by the House
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media organization or even asking for a recorded vote unless prior
notification had been requested. 
 
Speaker Steele set up this new Ethics Commission simply to keep House
members in line, to keep them on the plantation so to speak.   By bypassing
the Constitutional authority of Article 5 Section 30 and the current House
rules that specifically lay out what is permitted and what is prohibited,
Speaker Steele is violating the law.   Think about this for a second, if
Speaker Steele gets to appoint those on the committee and remove them at
will, then he can pretty much stack the deck against any Representative
that dares to stand against his agenda.  Is there any doubt on who will be
targeted?  
 
Treat!  This time for Speaker Steele himself.  "Bad to the Bone"  Not that he
has been good but it was too funny on too many levels to pass up.  Speaker
Steele doesn't stutter by any chance does he?
 
Speaker Steele created this unaccountable Star Chamber with the power to
make their own rules and procedures without input from other members of
the legislature.  If the 2011 legislative session is any indicator, Speaker
Steele will use this new Ethics Committee to harass, intimidate, and impugn
any dissidents or holdouts to his progressive/liberal agenda.  His purpose is
to turn House members away from representing the interests of the House
District that elected them and have them become House leadership serfs.
 
The new Lords of the Star Chamber will meet this coming Monday,
December 5th, at 10:00 A.M. at the Skylab III Room at the Gordon Cooper
Technology Center, 4801 N. Harrison St, Shawnee Ok.  This meeting should
be open to the public so please attend and sign up to comment on the
proceedings if so allowed.  
 
Please call your Representative today and leave him a message on his
answering machine and send him an email through his House email system
asking him or her to force a caucus vote on this unconstitutional bypass of
existing law.  The entire legislature should be involved in disciplining House
members not a handful of Speaker Steele’s political cronies. 
 
The House Ethics Committee members are: 

Rep. Gary W. Banz, Chairman, Rep. Jabar Shumate, Vice Chairman, Rep.
Dennis Casey, Rep. Ann Coody, Rep. Danny Morgan, Rep. R.C. Pruett, Rep.
Wade Rousselot, Rep. Todd Russ, Rep. David Brumbaugh (Alternate), and
Rep. Rebecca Hamilton (Alternate).
 
Here is a link to the entire House roster
 
Here is a link to the entire Senate Roster
 
Please call your Senator and Repesentative even if they are Democrat and
ask them to stand up to House leadership's bully tactics.
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House Caucus meeting Monday December 5th

 
The final Republican Caucus meeting for 2011 is scheduled in Shawnee and
once again the entire event will be dominated by the State Chamber of
Commerce.   One of House leadership’s excuses is that taxpayer money is
stretched by allowing the Chamber to subsidize the costs and that would be
true but it allows the Chamber to wine and dine legislators outside the
regular ethics reporting system.  
 
Conservatives have reached out and offered to host the event.   I spoke
to the leader of one group on Friday that had made a public offer to
personally pay for the costs of this December Republican Caucus Dinner on
Monday night.  Speaker Steele told him ; “We couldn’t allow you to be the
exclusive dinner host but you conservatives could participate and be
represented”. (Note the "you conservatives"?)  That promise was never
fulfilled by Speaker Steele.  Instead the Pottawatomie County Development
Authority and the State Chamber have exclusive access to the legislators.
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Below is the agenda for the Shawnee Republican Caucus Retreat.  The
highlight is the Monday night dinner hosted by State Chamber interests and
the State Chamber's main lobbyist groujp, CMA Strategies, who is scheduled
to give a "polling update”.  CMA Strategies brags about their influence over
Oklahoma legislators:   “ …our relationships with many influential legislators
are deeper than a typical lobbyist relationship.” 
 
What will House and Senate leadership be focusing on at this Republican
retreat?  Well, the rest of the State Chamber agenda that wasn’t fulfilled
this session, including taxing internet purchases to recover lost sales taxes,
transfer payments from metropolitan areas to rural areas, and repaying the
political debts or outgoing House and Senate members.  
 
 As a extra bonus, they hope to inoculate the House and Senate members
against conservative legislation being demanded by their constituents,
legislation that would make the voters happy but that would set back the
big business agenda in the state. 
 
An excellent example is how  this works is this session when Speaker Steele
refused to allow a stem cell research ban bill to come to a vote in the
House in the last legislative session.   Now on a personal level I am not on
one side or the other of the stem cell research debate, however, Speaker
Steele is a Christian pastor and supposedly pro life/anti abortion.   Why
would Speaker Steele stand in the way of an issue that his constituents and
the members of his church would want? 
 
Because Speaker Steele has his own exit strategy lined up, a nice job just
waiting for him at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation after he term
limits out this year, he isn't worried about the results of his agenda. 
Speaker Steele will benefit from keeping legislators out of touch with the
predominantly conservative issues, he has cut his deal with the bureaucracy
and the State Chamber at the expense of the freshmen legislators, pulled
the wool over their eyes most of last session and if he can continue to
confuse them a big payday is his reward.
 
Last legislative session I told the freshmen legislators that House leadership
would fight to the last drop of their blood while keeping their skirts clean. 
Their strategy depended on freshmen legislators wanting to believe that
veteran House leaders had the best interests in mind of the average
Oklahoman and would do nothing to harm the political viability of rank and
file House members. 
 
Now this treat is for the Dirty 32 legislators that voted for Jeff Hickman in
the Speaker Designate race.  "Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves"
 
  The majority of freshmen legislators rebelled in April over the repeated
attempts to ram Obama Care/Fallin Care through the house when they
banded together and sent out the press release where they publically stood
against House leadership.  That along with pressure from the Sooner Tea
Party and other grass roots organizations lead to Governor Mary Fallin
returning the 53 million in Federal funds for implementing Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health Insurance Exchanges. 
 
But if you look at the State Chambers list of political demands, they continue
to push for Obama Care and increases in state government health insurance
programs like Insure Oklahoma.  Why?  Because they want health care costs
off their payrolls and onto the back of taxpaying Oklahomans.   
 
Please call your legislators and demand that they refuse to attend the
special interest events at the Shawnee Republican Caucus Retreat.   Tell
them to let House leadership know that they will not go along with the
internet sales tax scheme or any of the State Chamber agenda schemes but
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will represent their constituents and look out for the public’s interests.
 
Here is the agenda that was sent out for the Shawnee retreat:
 

2011 Republican Caucus Retreat
Monday, December 5th and Tuesday, December 6th

Shawnee, Oklahoma
 
Monday, December 5th

·         There are two events to choose from:
1.    Golf – House members only
o   Shawnee Elks Lodge – 13500 Acme Road, Shawnee, OK 74804-9207
o   12:30pm-1:15pm – Lunch 
o   1:30pm – Tee off

2.    Tours – House members and/or Spouses
o   Shawnee Milling Company – 201 S. Broadway, Shawnee, OK 74801
o   12:30pm-1:15pm – Lunch
o   1:30pm-2:30pm – Tour
o   Travel to Round House Manufacturing – Click here for directions
o   Round House Manufacturing – 1 American Way, Shawnee, OK 74804
o   3:00pm-4:00pm – Tour
o   4:00-5:30 – Helicopter Rides
o   Casual attire

6:30pm – Dinner at the Oklahoma Baptist University Geiger Center –
500 W. University St., Shawnee, 74804, click here for a printable map
of the campus  

Spouses welcome
Business causal attire
Performance by Bison Glee Club
Introduction of Guest Speaker – Lt. Governor Todd Lamb 
Keynote Address – Governor Mary Fallin  

 
Tuesday, December 6th 
Our Caucus Meeting will be held in the Mabee-Gerrer (pronounced ‘geer’)
Museum of Art at St. Gregory’s University, 1900 W. MacArthur Street,
Shawnee, OK 74804.

7:45am-8:30am – Breakfast at Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art
8:30am-9:15am – Tour Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art
9:15am-9:30am – Break
9:30am – Caucus Meeting begins 
9:45am – Polling update from CMA Strategies 
Working lunch  
2:30pm – Adjournment
3:00pm – Optional Tour of St. Gregory’s University Monastery  
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The McCarville Report Article,
 an Attack or a Compliment?

 
 
 
Welcome one of our newest readers to the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter,
Mike McCarville who is the author of the McCarville Report which is self
described as the “gold standard” of political blogs.  Now this is one long
article but it is filled with the history of the Tea Party movement here in
Oklahoma, details about the powerful but short lived OCA umbrella group,
and it reveals the character of some of the leaders of the conservative
movement.
 
 McCarville must have done his usual through and exhaustive research
before writing his article as he misspelled my name throughout the article,
so it is not surprising that he botched much of the rest of the article as well.
  However he did get some things correct so we thought we would show
public appreciation for the increased awareness in credibility he gave us by
attacking.   Let’s go over what McCarville got right in the article before
addressing the inaccuracies.
 
Here is a treat for those that get discoraged when conservatives turn on
their own "Believe"
 
First off McCarville did a good job of painting the Sooner Tea Party as
combative and uncompromising on the issues, and he mentioned our
weekly newsletter, one of the only state newsletters that is read by the
entire political establishment, all of the House and Senate, many of the
elected state officials,  and the resistance alike.   He did a great job
promoting our article on the flaws in the 2011 Conservative Index and the
fact that we laid the blame at Charlie Meadow’s feet.  However he didn't link
to the newsletter, showing that he didn't want his readers to consider the
merits of our article.  Pretty cowardly Mike, don't you have faith in your
readers?
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 McCarville also correctly reported that the Sooner Tea Party will not
hesitate to go after a Tea Party leader or other conservative that refuses to
act or acts in a hypocritical manner.  Friday at the High Noon Club I
repeatedly heard how we must hold our elected officials accountable.   We
must also hold our conservative group leaders accountable.  Far too many
grassroots groups either start out as controlled opposition groups with the
purpose of defusing public outrage on an issue or become taken over and
corrupted into inaction.
 
  The gist of the McCarville Report article is our last newsletter article where
we pointed out the problems with the 2011 Conservative Index while
pointing out that Charlie Meadows of OCPAC was responsible for handling
the voting on the index, Charlie’s refusal to listen to conservative legislators
on the bills included in the index, and Charlie’s lack of due diligence in
missing five major bills that were the most obvious bills to be used to
separate conservative legislators from liberal/progressive legislators.  Those
bills were HB1397 transvestite birth certificate vote, HB 2130 Obama
Care/Fallin Care vote, HB1446 illegal immigration, HB 1647 Open Carry, and
 the Charles Key amendment to HR 1008 (all bills get heard in committee). 
 
 To show just how widespread the support is for the issues that were left
out of the 2011 Conservative Index, at the High Noon Club this last Friday
we were treated to an audio clip of Pastor Dan Fisher berating Speaker Kris
Steele on April 8th when Speaker Steele spoke at the High Noon club. 
 
 In the audio clip, Pastor Fisher asked about HB 1446 (the illegal
immigration bill), HB1647 (John Bennett’s Open Carry bill), HB 2130 (Obama
Care/Fallin Care), and the Sharia law bill that was killed in the Senate.   I
tried to ask the High Noon Club a question during the discussion afterward
which was this:   Were any of those four issues in the 2011 Conservative
Index?  The answer would have be a resounding “NO!”   
 
The High Noon Club has been labeled as a religious right group, which is a
little unfair as the group is unusually tolerant of various opinions as long as
they are generally supportive of most conservative issues, but Pastor Fisher
is definitely a good representation of the OCPAC crowd so my follow up
question would have been:  Pastor Fisher, during the OCPAC debate on the
2011 Conservative Index bills, why didn’t you press for the inclusion of Open
Carry, Obama Care/Fallin Care, and the illegal immigration bills?    There
were a lot of hands up during that discussion though and I never got to ask
my questions.
 
The major flaw in the McCarville Report was that McCarville failed to
address the facts of the issue at hand and he painted Charlie Meadows as
the enemy of all RINOs.   We believe that Charlie has either been co opted
or has softened his stance to the point where he refuses to criticize any
Republican that does ill.   Back in the day when Republicans were not in
control of both houses of the legislature and didn’t control the Governor’s
office, Charlie’s tactics might have been solid.   Now we conservatives
supposedly own the state government, so why aren’t conservative issues
being addressed and good laws passed as Pastor Fisher asked in April?  
 
Charlie Meadows an attacker of RINOs?   More like an apologist for many of
them!  Charlie is more of an attacker of Democrats and liberals, indeed they
do not support any Democratic candidates as they are a Republican
organization.
 
The most crucial bit of political advice I’ve ever heard was to always ask
how it benefits the politician if we believe what he is telling us.   In the case
of Mike McCarville attacking the Sooner Tea Party for daring to criticize the
2011 Conservative Index we need to understand what is motivating
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McCarville to attack.  After all, regular readers of this newsletter know that
this isn’t the first time we publically spanked Charlie Meadows or mentioned
our dismay at the 2011 Conservative Index. 
 
Treat!  "Friends in Low Places" for our new reader, Mike McCarville
 
This latest attack is simply McCarville’s attempts to ignite a feud between
other Oklahoma conservative groups and the Sooner Tea Party while
attacking me personally with half truths and outright inaccuracies in several
instances.  At the same time McCarville has nothing but left hand praise for
Charlie and OCPAC.   Are you seeing the picture here?   They would much
rather have to deal with Charlie than the Sooner Tea Party...
 
Rather than addressing the motivation of McCarville let’s first look at some
of the points he got wrong and we will write an entire article on the
motivations of Mike McCarville in a future issue. 
 
 As we have already mentioned, this isn’t the first time we have bashed
Charlie Meadows and on several occasions Charlie backed down after we
took him to task.   The time that Sykes killed Sally Kern’s bill on Sharia Law
comes to mind, and Sykes was the Senate author of the bill!  Charlie initially
defended Sykes but backed down a few weeks later and issued a public
apology. 
 
 Meadows backtracked on Ken Miller during the 2010 election, acting as an
apologist for Miller after the OCA umbrella group pointed out that Ken Miller
was outright lying about his voting record!  
 
Charlie also backed down on the Obama Care/Fallin Care issue after his own
OCPAC members excoriated him for his pro State Chamber stance.  This
was the second time in a few months that Charlie was forced to  issue a
retraction and an apology!   You gotta admire a man that can say he is
wrong, but Charlie has been doing an awful lot of it in the last year.  That is
evidence that he has lost touch with his own supporters or they are growing
away from his tactic of refusing to hold Republicans accountable.
 
McCarville correctly pointed out that I was registered as an Independent
prior to 2009 but he neglected to mention that I had been a Republican
until the first Bush presidency when the promise “Read my lips, no new
taxes” was uttered and then betrayed by Bush senior.     The Republican
Party still got my vote as the lesser of evils for the major races but other
than that I was like the vast majority of the Tea Party folks, unengaged
politically and unaware. 
 
 When  Jim Inhofe asked the Sooner Tea Party to meet with him in
Washington D.C. in September of 2009, Inhofe asked where we had been
all these years.   Our reply was that we had been asleep, raising our
families and trusting the government to do the right thing but we were
awake now and were here to help.  That meeting was partially taped by
both CNN and the Tea Party movie crew, with the meeting getting around
one minute in the final movie.   I think I can speak for the majority of the
Tea Party members in that we had no idea how fast things could turn bad
but we answered the call when we woke up.
 
McCarville next blamed Charlie Meadows for striking the spark that set the
Sooner Tea Party off.  Charlie did write about the Tea Party in his
November 22nd newsletter but that was months after we had discussed the
problems with the 2011 Conservative Index, had rightly blamed Charlie for
his part in the problem, and had started researching where the Index went
wrong and what was needed to set it right.  
 
Meadows wrote more about the OKC Tea Party which has all but
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evaporated due to its lack of action.   While holding rallies and meetings
appeals to a good many people, those that are truly interested in change
leave after it becomes obvious that the group refuses to take action.   
 
 
Treat!  This one is for the Sooner Tea Party fans out there, it is our theme
song " I Won't Back Down"
 
Charlie’s Tea Party article neglected to mention that the Sooner Tea Party
has attacked bad legislators nonstop starting with the formation of the OCA
in 2009.   Charlie also neglects to mention his role in destroying the 35
conservative group umbrella organization in early 2010 or the short life and
complete inaction of the group that Charlie promoted to replace the OCA,
LibertyForge.us, which started with the core of the OCA groups and
dwindled into an online forum ghost town.   Indeed the vast majority posts
consist of threads with the author’s original post and no replies.  
 
 I am always supportive of anyone willing to try to get a group kick started
but Charlie Meadows destroyed a thriving 35 organization umbrella group
that kicked butt at the Capitol in 2010 and left the replacement organization
to wither away.
 
Charlie did give a nod in his article to the election of John Bennett in 2010
and the OCA involvement without naming who was responsible.   Other than
that, the article was about the disappearance of the Tea Party movement in
the large cities with the exception of the Sooner Tea Party although Charlie
dared not credit us for our work.
 
Next McCarville resorts to outright misrepresentation to damage the Sooner
Tea Party by making this statement:
 
“Unlike Gearhart, Meadows doesn't label virtually every Republican legislator
a RINO. Gearhart puts about three-fourths of GOP legislators in that
category, targeting some for special scorn.”
 
Geeze, the dude reads our newsletters… how could he not understand that
we reserve the term RINO for a select group of Republican House
members.  We rarely deal with the Senate as they are the more responsible
of the two houses for the most part, not without fault by a long shot, but
they have tended to learn from the beatings we have administered over on
the House side.  
 
Currently we label 32 Republican Representatives as RINOs, the infamous
Dirty Thirty-Two that voted for Representative Hickman in the Speaker
Designate race in October with Representative George Faught added  due to
his refusal to support illegal immigration laws or sign the HR 1004 discharge
petition (Open government, all bills get heard in committee).
 
McCarville then quotes anonymous "experts" claiming that we are fighting
with Charlie over “power”, then goes on to attempt to drive a wedge
between the Oklahoma Constitution, the owner of the Conservative Index,
and the Sooner Tea Party.  
 
First off, I actually turned down an offer to run for State Senate District 43
when asked to do so during a conference call initiated by several Republican
leaders.   My reasoning was that I could only vote once as a Senator but I
could hold 149 legislators accountable as an activist.   I have no intentions
of running for elected office and I'm not sure if I would like doing the job if I
did run.
 
Second, we were contacted by the editor of the Oklahoma Constitution after
we first mentioned the unusual departure from the usually solid  values of
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the Conservative Index,  had an extremely civil and informative email
exchange where I laid out the problems and asked that the issue be
addressed.  
 
What I have been told about the editor of the Oklahoma Constitution is that
he is a solid patriot with integrity, so much so that this issue will lay heavy
on his shoulders until things are straightened out.   I gathered as much in
our email exchange but I wondered if the editor of the Okahoma
Constitution can find the political clout to stand up to Charlie Meadows and
ask that the Index be set right?
 
Continuing on in the same vein, McCarville talks of “arch-conservatives”
fighting to be the leader of the “ultra-conservative” movement not
understanding perhaps that the Sooner Tea Party embraces the Republican
Party Platform as the dream blueprint for restoring our country and our
liberties.   At the 2011 Oklahoma State GOP Convention I stood before the
entire crowd and said that exact thing during the debate on requiring
elected Republicans to follow the State GOP Platform.
 
Charlie Meadows is a John Bircher, not me.   Our standards were developed
using the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform.  If they are “radical” then
perhaps we are as well.  I’ll leave it to others as to whether or not the John
Birch Society is considered radical or not.
 
Treat!  This one is for me for putting up with the mud slinging  "Another
Brick in the Wall"
 
 
McCarville publishes his second outright inaccuracy about the Sooner Tea
Party in this portion of his article:
 
“This isn't Gearhart's first public battle. His penchant for promoting a militia
through the Tea Party and attacking then-GOP Chairman Gary Jones....”
 
What an utter lack of research or a worse possible option, what an utter
lack of integrity.   If McCarville had any real sources left in the conservative
movement he would have known that the militia controversy was started by
two Tulsa conservatives.    Actually all they did was talk about asking the
legislature to find a new commander for the Oklahoma State Guard.  That
entire episode was a manufactured controversy used to attack Governor
candidate Randy Brogdon and to try to use the Tea Party as the vehicle.
 
At one point both Tulsa activists wanted my support on the issue as the
leader of the OCA but I refused to even discuss the idea other than to say
that it would be a distraction to what we needed to accomplish and that it
would be used against the conservative movement were they to attempt it.  
One of the activists was J.W. Berry of OkforTea and yes, Berry did pour
gasoline on the fire in that Associated Press interview. 
 
 My contribution to the entire article was to say:
 
“Is it scary? It sure is,” Tea Party leader Al Gerhart told the AP. “But when
do the states stop rolling over for the federal government?”
 
The other activist that was involved in the Oklahoma State Guard issue was
a board member of the Tulsa County Republican Party.   How radical can he
be if he is a GOP board member?  He isn't but the explanation of why he
was targeted will be given in a bit.
 
The Sooner Tea Party never discussed anything related to the Oklahoma
State Guard or any sort of militia prior to the Associated Press article nor did
anyone or any group bring up the Oklahoma State Guard or any other sort
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of militia during any OCA meeting or on the OCA email list.   So exactly how
did all of this militia nonsense get started?   Several reports laid the
beginning of the controversy at the feet of Gary Jones, the former
Oklahoma State Chairman.
 
Gary Jones first came on the Sooner Tea Party Radar in early 2010 when he
attacked the OCA during a radio show on KFAQ Talk Radio out of Tulsa.   
Jones had a long running feud with the Tulsa County Republican party over
their conservative values.   I do remember that the first time we set up OCA
Republican Party activist training the event had to be moved because Gary
Jones objected to the use of the Tulsa County Republican office being used
to train conservatives.  The Tulsa GOP procured another venue for the
training to try to mollify Gary Jones.  Shortly after that erupted, Jones
traveled to Tulsa for a confrontation with the Tulsa County Republican board
but left with the seat of his britches ripped out and his you know what
bloody.
 
So when Jones attacked the OCA (the Oklahoma Constitutional Alliance), the
conservative umbrella group that was formed in 2009, the listeners of KFAQ
in Tulsa lit up the phone lines during his interview and ripped Jones to
pieces.    I never said a word publically other than discussing the problem
with several legislators.  Eventually a few Representatives and Senators
pressured Jones to meet with me and iron out any differences. 
 
 Jones and I met at a GOP function in OKC a few weeks later and I let him
talk for the better part of five minutes before I asked him “Gary, why in the
h*ll did you say those things on KFAQ?”   Jones stammered something to
the effect of he didn’t know how he managed to say those things but that
they didn’t help anyone or anything.   
 
 I forgave him for his indiscretion and made my point that the Tea Party
was going to be involved in Oklahoma politics, that we believed in their
party platform, and that he needed to either welcome us or get ready to
fight us.   Jones admitted that our values were the same and that we would
work together toward better government.
 
So no one was shocked more than I when the manufactured militia story hit
and there was Gary Jones, speaking on behalf of the Oklahoma GOP,
attacking the OCA, the Sooner Tea Party, and me personally on the militia
controversy.   Now the timing was no coincidence because a few days later
was the second annual Tea Party rally at the Capitol and it was there that I
spoke of Gary Jones’s attacks on the Tea Party movement and said “Gary,
we are coming for you.”  
 
What most people didn’t know was that we were privy to the number of
county chairmen that were lining up against Gary Jones, fed up with his
leadership or lack of leadership, and his lack of support for conservative
values.  Few knew that the State GOP was broke and barely able to pay its
bills, that Jones had missed paychecks during 2009, or that their donor base
was in tatters after conservatives saw the Republicans take control of both
houses of the Capitol and then refuse to implement the Oklahoma GOP
Party Platform agenda.
 
To borrow a phrase from McCarville, “several sources” claimed that Gary
Jones was the Associated Press source of the story of the two Tulsa activists
discussing the idea of asking the legislature to find a replacement head of
the Oklahoma State Guard.  It makes sense, Jones was angry at the Tulsa
GOP group, he didn’t want the Tea Party interfering with Republican politics,
he could take out the leaders of both groups in one hit. 
 
Another important thing that McCarville left out was that Jones asked to
stay on as State GOP Chair during his run for the Auditor’s office but was
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refused.   Gary Jones knew weeks before going into that June 26th meeting
in 2010 that he was out of a job on that day.  Another thing that McCarville
neglected to mention was that Matt Pinell replaced Gary Jones and Matt
Pinell had been working to help train Oklahoma Tea Party activists.  I forget
which group Matt was working for, maybe American Majority or the John
Hanncock Group, both are 501C non profit groups that focus on training
activists.   Matt and another person in the organization had been visitors in
my office long before June 2010.
 
The bottom line was that Gary Jones was booted out of GOP leadership and
a Tea Party friendly leader took over.   Jones badly wanted to keep his
Chairman job so as to have a paycheck but the majority of County GOP
Chairmen had had enough.
 
Another canard trotted out by McCarville was this jewel:
 
“Gearhart's been described by some as a bully using the Tea Party label to
further his personal agenda.”
 
Originally I went to Tea Party rallies as a participant, stood in the freezing
rain in March of 2009, and donated money when I could.   I never dreamed
that I would be involved past that until the day that Margie Drescher of the
OKC Tea Party canceled the July 4th 2009 Tea party.  
 
 No one knew why she did it at the time but it turned out that it was so she
could consolidate her control over the OKC Tea party, incorporate the
group, copyright the name, and finish kicking out around 9 of the original 13
founders many of which eventually joined the Sooner Tea Party leadership
team.  All I knew was that this ray of hope, the OKC Tea Party, was
refusing to move forward and could utter not a single valid reason for
canceling the July 4th rally.
 
So I googled “Tea Party Oklahoma” and found a small group on an OKC 912
forum talking about having a picnic or going to bricktown to hand out
flyers.  I signed up as a member and made a short post to the effect of
“Heck no, we are going to the capitol permit or not.”    A leader of the
Moore/Norman 912 group offered to allow his next meeting to be taken
over for planning the July 4th rally. 
 
Once we got there I raised a few eyebrows when I lit into a Cleveland
County Republican leader for attempting to take over the meeting.   My
point was that we were where we were as a result of the Republicans and
the Democrats and I was in no mood to follow either.
 
We knew that someone had pulled a permit for July 4th, and when a lady
stood up at the initial meeting and said “I have the permit”, I pointed at her
and said “There is the leader.”   That was Patty McCallister, who served as
our first leader until illness took her out of the fray. It was true that I called
for the July 4th rally and was the impetus for the first meeting but Patty
had gotten the permit, showed enourmous inititive, and rather than lead I
prefered to ride to the sound of the guns.
 
Treat!  For the classical fans  "Ride of the Valkyries"
 
The point of all this is to show that I became a reluctant leader.  At 53
years of age I understand that all one can possibly control is himself and
that there is no glory involved in leading a group, you just become the
targets of yahoos like McCarville that will spread inaccurate information in
order to damage anyone that stands against special interests and for good
government.
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McCarville goes on to attack our attempt to salvage the 2011 Conservative
Index.   He didn’t find fault with our reasoning for discarding six of the ten
bills in the Index, indeed he compliments our knowledge the of bills by
claiming that we had members of the legislature helping us, saying it was
obvious we had inside information.  Well Mr. McCarville, if you just take the
time to read the bills and watch who votes for what it all becomes clear.  
We did run our choice of bills past some House members, we do have
plenty of sources inside from both parties and from both sides of the
Capitol, in a lot of state agencies, and scattered all across the state.
 
To finish up his rant, McCarville mentions that we excoriated Rep George
Faught without pointing out a single inaccuracy in our  article on
Representative Faught's voting record.   He mentions that we worked
George’s boy over, Jamison Faught, without mentioning that Jamison Faught
was renowned for his attacks on the OCA, the Sooner Tea Party, and me
personally.   One can get a hint of Jamison Faught’s politics by reading the
one single email he ever made in the months that he was part of the OCA.  
What caused Jamison to join in?   An email criticizing a RINO House leader
on the OCA email list.  Other than that the boy never made a single
suggestion, never replied to a single topic, never attended a single meeting
of the 35 group umbrella organization.
 
Leaving aside the motivations for Mike McCarville to attack a grassroots
group like the Sooner Tea Party for another newsletter, let’s explore why
McCarville chose to attack now. 
 
Is it a coincidence that we are approaching the Republican Caucus Retreat,
a little over one year after last year’s retreat that was picketed by
grassroots groups? 
 
 Is it a coincidence that we are close to the legislative session of 2012 and
that history is repeating itself in the attacks on conservative groups? 
 
Is it not obvious then that McCarvill is serving as a proxy for the State
Chamber and House leadership?
 
The bottom line is that the McCarville Report was nothing more than an
attempt to stir up a fight between conservative groups in Oklahoma, to get
us to fight among ourselves rather than presenting a united front against
House leadership.  In a future newsletter we will expose the motivation for
Mike McCarville to attack and provide absolute proof of who is behind him.
 
 

 
Don't forget the Wednesday night work parties starting at 4 pm. 

Get involved; help us hammer the bad politicians until they
become good politicians.  This Wednesday we are going back to

work Representative Jason Nelson's House district.
 

Call 405-412-6233 for more info.
 

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use

our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent
being accidently  unsubscribed.

 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,

and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country. 
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Special Shawnee GOP Caucus Retreat Edition
Date: Sunday, December 04, 2011 9:09:27 PM
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Who’s Your Daddy?
 

Alright folks, you just can’t make up anything more bizarre than what
actually occurs at the capitol.   The perennially pregnant Representative
Skye McNiel recently gave birth to the latest member of the clan which in
itself is hardly breaking news.   But what was funny about the birth
announcement was that it wasn’t done by the mother or her family, it
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Comtec Security

wasn’t done by the father or his family, the birth announcement was done
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Kris Steele:
 
From: Kris Steele
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:08 PM
To: All
Subject: Rep. Skye McNiel 

House Members and Staff: 

Please join me in congratulating Rep. Skye McNiel on the birth of her daughter,
Sami Steele McNiel.   Rep. McNiel and her husband, Pecos, welcomed their baby
girl into the world Monday morning. She weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was
19.5 inches long. Mom and daughter are doing great.

Congratulations to the McNiel family!

Kris Steele
Speaker
 
 But it gets even weirder, perhaps even more than a little creepy,
approaching appalling in my opinion.   The parents named the baby after
Speaker Steele… as in Sami Steele McNiel.     Did the baby, God forbid, have
a bad leg or something?  Is she now destined to be shot with a Daisy BB
gun by one of her friends resulting in a six figure settlement?   Perhaps
Speaker Steele might reconsider those caps on legal damages if his
namesake might have to walk, uh, hobble in his footsteps.

 
 
 

Another thing about this whole name thing.   Sami Steele McNiel.    Really? 
If this was a boy child I could guarantee he would learn to fight at an early
age or at least learn how to take a beating.  Sami Steele McNiel sounds like
the noms de guerre for a super hero or a porn star.   And if the poor thing
has to go through life with a gimpy leg as a result of being named after Kris
Steele, outrunning bullies isn’t going to be an option.   Note to self
Representative Skye McNiel, if you are running out of names for the kids,
you might want to figure out exactly what is causing  your constant fecund
condition.
 

 
 But after some thought, this whole Steele middle name is beginning to
make perfect sense.  When I don’t understand something, I go back to
some sage advice I heard long ago, “words mean things”.    Naming little
Sami Steele McNiel might have been a deliberate act.   Noms de guerre is
French for “war name” and came from a sixteenth century custom where
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Comtec
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security systems in
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  There is only one
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need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

French soldiers were required to adopt a nickname that was usually linked
to their home town or to a specific physical or psychological trait.   So either
the McNiel family decided to name their child after a small potatoes
Oklahoma politician so that the child would to have to fight a lot, or perhaps
even more nauseous, perhaps the child looks like Speaker Steele?
 
Okay, okay… finish reading the newsletter before you send us hate mail.  
You really didn’t think we would pick on the Oklahoma Octomom without a
good reason did you?  Besides the term "Who's your daddy"  came from the
1968 song "Time of the Season" by The Zomvies. 
 
"What's your name? Who's your daddy? Is he rich like me?"
 
 
 Click on this link and you can listen to "Time of the Season" while you read
the newslettter.
 
The term "Who's your daddy?" is commonly used as a boastful claim of
dominance over the intended listener.  In this case we are using the term to
show Speaker Steele's need for dominance even over something as obscure
as one of his lieutenants having a child. But since Speaker Steele brought
Representative McNiel to our attention, let's take a look at her voting record
and whether or not she is representing her constituents.
  
 

 
Representative Skye McNiel is known as the Speaker that would never be.  
She represents House District 29, which runs roughly in a rectangle  from
Oilton to Manford to Kellyville to Bristow, and it is a thoroughly rural
district.   That would mean she would be focused on agriculture, farming
and ranching issues, right?   Wrong…    Representative McNiel’s puppet
strings are pulled by one Kell Kelly, the head of Spirit Bank.  Just to set the
scene here, Spirit Bank pulled in $30,000,000 in bailout funds, they even
brag about it on their website.  
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Todd Hiett, former Speaker of the House

 
Representative McNiel was former Speaker Todd Hiett’s protégé so McNiel
was supposed to be the next Speaker of the House after Kris Steele had
termed out.  Why?  Because before he left Todd Hiett had engineered the
Kris Steele speakership, that unholy 2010 alliance between Tulsa legislators,
rural legislators, and a segment of the conservative legislative block.  
 
 Tulsa has had their share of speakers recently, first Hiett (from Kellyville,
suburb of Tulsa), followed by the short lived Lance Cargill (Oklahoma City),
then Chris Benge (Tulsa), then Kris Steele (Shawnee), and then a failed
attempt to bring the Speaker post back to rural leadership with the Jeff
Hickman (Woodward).   But what happened to Skye McNiel’s shot at being
speaker?  
 
 The Speakership had gone Tulsa, OKC, Tulsa, Shawnee, then the position
was supposed to go back to Tulsa/Kellyville with McNiel.   Why did the
Speaker Steele’s unholy alliance cause Skye McNiel to be skipped over and
why did the RINOs try to throw the Speakership to Rep Hickman from
Woodward?
 
The answer is twofold:  
A:   Kris Steele’s actions immediately after he gained the Speakership 
B:  The true nature of what drives many rural legislators.
 
Immediately after being elected Speaker, Kris Steele’s first act was to turn
on the conservative legislators that helped ensure his election.   Everyone
remembers Speaker Steele’s comments in the Oklahoman where he spoke of
not pursuing “social issues”, a code word for conservative issues like pro
life, family values, and gun rights.  Instead, Speaker Steele said he would
focus on economic development and tort reform.  The small town, pro life
pastor forgot all about abortion and stem cell research banns and went to
work restoring tax credits for corporate welfare programs, ramming Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges through, and gutting the 7th

Amendment right to have a jury of one’s peers decide the outcome of
lawsuits. 
 
 

If someone betrays you once then it is their fault; 
If they betray you twice, it is your fault.

  
"Eleanor Roosevelt"
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Speaker Steele declared war on his former conservative allies, going after
Sally Kern, Mike Reynolds, and Randy Terrill with reprimands and
worse. Almost all of the conservative legislators had their bills killed before
committee while it was Black Friday for the State Chamber of Commerce. 
Representative Ritze and others were even stripped of certain committee
assignments to ensure they were where they could do no harm to his
agenda.  Speaker Steele’s betrayal of the conservative faction was deliberate
and purposeful, no doubt mindful of the Machiavellian rule that when you
turn on allies to never allow your victim’s kin to survive but to stamp out his
entire lineage to prevent future retaliation.
 
Another part of the primary reason that Representative McNiel was kicked
out of the  Speaker lineup was Speaker Steele’s need to mend fences with
the rural legislators after turning on the conservatives.   Think about it, if
you are in a triangular alliance and you see the head of the alliance turn on
one third of your allies, it stands to reason that you will be next.  By kicking
one of Tulsa’s legislators to the curb and attempting to bring in another
rural legislator as the next Speaker, Kris Steele paid penance for his dirty
deed against the conservatives.
 
The second reason why Skye McNiel was thrown under the bus was the true
nature of what drives many rural legislators.  One would think that farming
and ranching interests dominate the rural legislator’s supporters but that
would be far from the truth.  Rural areas have small town Chamber of
Commerce organizations and they are the drivers of rural venture tax credit
schemes and economic development schemes like Quartz Mountain and the
Bank of Altus scandal which are nothing more than wealth re distribution,
taking  taxes that large cities generate which are then given to the smaller
towns and rural districts. 
 
That means working hand in hand with the State Chamber of Commerce on
things like stopping illegal immigration reform, voting for transvestite birth
certificate changes, and forcing Obama Care/Fallin Care down the throats of
Oklahomans.  It also means stopping any 10th Amendment issues or 2nd

Amendment issues to prevent Oklahoma from looking “backward’.  Do they
also have a pro gay agenda?  You betcha sailor!
 
Now Speaker Steele didn’t completely screw over Representative McNiel.  He
had left open the option of having McNiel as the next Speaker after
Hickman.   Take a look at McNiel’s legislation, mostly economic development
projects and tax credit schemes; they have her carrying water for the State
Chamber of Commerce and repaying political favors.  She has paid her dues
and Speaker Steele will find a way to compensate her this session.
 
Okay, still with me here?  I know this stuff is boring but you need to know
what is going down at the capitol and why.  Once you know how they
operate, they won't be able to lie to you any longer.   And you know what? 
I think we need to add treats to the newsletter as rewards for reading it.   
That "Time of the Seasons" song addition was a good idea.   Here is
another for you "Long Cool Woman in a Black Dress", not intended to
reflect on Representative McNiel.   It should open up another window for
you, crank it up while you read.
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Here are the bills that Representative McNiel ran last session:
 
HB 1008,
 The shortening of the moratorium on the income tax credit for the
reimbursement of tuition and compensation of aerospace engineers will
result in an estimated direct revenue loss of $5.9 million in fiscal year 2012,
as estimated by the Oklahoma Tax Commission.   Look at the votes,
conservative legislators allied with Democrats on one side, RINOs on the
other.  
 
Hb 1009
Venture Capital Formation Tax Incentive Modification Act of 2011
 
Enough said there, eh?
 
HB1951
A tax on composting facilities of $1.25 per ton.  
 
I would think that the more you tax something, the less of it you get.  Why
would they want to hinder companies diverting waste streams from landfills?
 
HB1952
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Increased authorization to enforce size and weight requirements at
stationary and permanent scale facilities.   
 
 Can you say “More fees!”
 
HB 1953
creating the Oklahoma Quick Action Closing Fund, the new Mary Fallin slush
fund to bribe companies to relocate to Oklahoma or to pay them to stay.  
Look at the votes, the usual good legislators on one side, the usual bad
legislators on the other.   
 
HB1954
Eliminates some sales taxes on oil refining equipment
 
A special interest bill that cost the state $42,000 in lost taxes, a paltry sum
considering the work and effort it takes to make a special law.
 
HB 1955
Authorizing utilities to enter into long-term gas supply agreements.  There is
one clause that doesn’t seem kosher:
 
 “Additionally, the measure stipulates that the approval of a long-
term gas supply agreement is not to be reversed by the
Commission, even if the agreement price is higher than a future
market price of natural gas.”  
  
 Sounds like an invitation to steal from consumers.
 
HB1956
A bill concerning opening of new roads or highways. 
 
The intended purpose seemed to be to allow expanding businesses to open
up new roads on their property, and since the law required an investment of
ten million dollars and 25 new jobs, it appears that the idea was to have
the new road paid for by the taxpayers.  Likely a bill filed to benefit an
existing business deal.
 
HB1957
Concerns limits on pig farms, three miles from a recreation area or camp
with over 2,000 visitors per year and one mile from those private recreation
areas or camps with less than 2,000 visitors per year. 
 
I suppose that people that go to the smaller church camps don’t have as
a acute sense of smell.
 
 
HCR1005
Ah, this is an important one.  No wonder there wasn’t any time for
conservative bills last session!  HCR 1005 creates   “Water Appreciation Day”
at the Oklahoma State Capitol and urges all Oklahoma citizens to respect
the value and significance of the water resources in Oklahoma.
 
So Representative McNiel had one bill that was rural in nature, the pig farm
set back bill.  The rest of her ten bills were tax and fee increases, special
interest bills, and the slush fund for Governor Fallin bill.   Representative
McNiel has certainly carried her share of water for the State Chamber so it
must be galling for her to watch Representative Shannon’s rise to the 2013
Speaker slot.  And the appropriately nick named Representative McNiel will
now live up to the nick name of the Speaker that would never be.
 
Okay, you've been good, you are still here.  Here is another treat  "Bad
Moon Rising" and this one is appropriate for ending Representative McNiel's
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article and starting the next.
 
 

 
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance

Exchange  meeting December 8th
  

Below is an announcement sent out by House leadership on the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges which are the first required
step of implementing Obama Care in Oklahoma:
 
There will be a presentation at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 8th in
Room 419C of the Oklahoma Capitol to cover Health Insurance Exchanges
under the Affordable Care Act:  State-run vs. federally facilitated.  This
overview will include federal requirements for a compliant state-run health
insurance exchange; Oklahoma's readiness to enact such an insurance
exchange; recent developments/predictions about legislative/executive
action at the state-level on exchanges; and updates on other federal/state
health policy partnerships.

The presenter, Kate Richey of the Oklahoma Policy Institute, has a degree in
International Business from the University of Texas at San Antonio and a
Masters degree in Political Science from the University of Central Oklahoma. 
She is currently a PhD Candidate in Political Science from the University of
Oklahoma and works as a Policy Analyst for the Oklahoma Policy Institute
specializing in health care, immigration, and anti-poverty issues.
 
I would encourage people to attend and to voice your opposition to any sort
of government involvement in personal health care.  One would think that

the presenter, Kate Richey, would understand that Oklahomans do not want
any part of this, a fact that must be less obvious to doctoral candidates of

Political Science.
 

Now take a break while Bad Moon finishes playing
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Treat!   "Born to be Wild" 
This one is for Laura for all her hard work on the Ron Paul campaign.

 

Ron Paul Activist Social Set for December 11th
 
The Ron Paul Activists are hosting an event called “A Season of Liberty” on
Sunday December 11th at 6:00 p.m.   The event includes a Holiday Social
and Silent Auction with Cocktails & Hors d'oeuvres and will be at the Ron
Paul Headquarters at 106 East Main in Norman Ok.   Ron Paul types tend to
be younger than the average conservative but very libertarian minded and
constitutional minded so they are an interesting bunch to interact with. 
 
 We all need to remember who knocked down the Defense bill Thursday
night, the bill that would have allowed indefinite detainment of American
citizens without court review.   Reports stated that something as innocuous
as having a missing finger or storing more than seven days worth of food
were grounds for investigation as a potential terrorist.  The bill had already
passed the House and would have passed the Senate on a voice vote.  But
Senator Rand Paul, Ron Paul’s son, demanded a voice vote, causing the
Senate bill to be defeated.  If that doesn’t make up your mind to support
Ron Paul then nothing else will.   The man has walked and talked the
constitution and limited government for two decades and has obviously
taught his son the same principles.
 
If you wish to attend the Ron Paul Holiday Social, please R.S.V.P Laura at
310-3362 or email to RonPaulNorman@gmail.com
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House Ethics Committee or

Star Chamber?
 

This treat is for those that supported Speaker Steele
 on this new "ethics" committee

"Russian National Anthem"
  

  The term "Star Chamber" fits this story because it comes from an English
secret court that originally was formed to punish those so powerful that
normal courts couldn't touch them.  Eventually the Star Chamber began
being used on ordinary Englishmen where the secrecy and lack of
transparency allowed it to be used against political enemies.
 
 Last legislative session was a battleground for conservatives after House
leadership turned on them after the Speaker election.   Representative
Randy Terrill got in trouble for talking tough after he became frustrated over
one of the Speaker’s little deceptions.   The fact that the comments
occurred in a private office were of little concern to the Speaker, he felt he
had been disrespected so he was out for payback.  
 
We saw Representative Sally Kern reprimanded for comments made during
a House debate, for making a comment that some women found offensive.  
Now is it just me or don’t we usually carve out exceptions for “minority”
groups on such things?     The black community uses a particular slur on
each other and no one objects.   Bill Cosby was allowed to say things that
would have gotten a white person hounded off the public stage.   There
have always been exemptions for politically incorrect speech as long as it
comes from within the affected community.   So why was Sally Kern singled
out? Oh yeah, she was a conservative.
 
We saw Representative Mike Reynolds reprimanded after he objected to a
preacher haranguing the House instead of giving the expected opening
prayer. 
 
Then Representative Randy Terrill received a second dose of attention from
House leadership after he was charged with alleged campaign violations in
the Leftwich scandal. 
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 The Leftwich case developed into a $168,000 House investigation of the
Leftwich scandal and focused on Representative Terrill but the investigating
committee not only returned a recommendation of not reprimanding
Representative Terrill, they did so in the first phase of the process.   Looking
at the list of members of that committee finds few conservatives if any,
compounded by the fact that Terrill refused to participate, leaving one to
understand that there simply wasn’t enough evidence to discipline anyone.  
 
 Even more instructive is that the committee reported back to Speaker
Steele at the end of the first meeting that there simply was nothing there
but Speaker Steele ordered the committee to continue to meet in order to
save face for Speaker Steele.  After all, it was Speaker Steele that ordered
the investigation, to come up with nothing meant that the investigation was
intended as punishment for a member that was refusing to toe the line.   In
a crude attempt to salvage both his pride and his reputation, Speaker Steele
quietly ordered the investigative committee leaders to recommend a
permanent Ethics Committee be established. 
 
Okay, Okay, there was more to it than that, you caught me.   Speaker
Steele's cronies were hired as oustide House Counsel for the investigating
committee.  Dang, that was a twofer, bash your enemies and enrich your
buddies with one deal.
 
Ready for another treat?  This one fits the rest of this story to a tee.  "Paint
it Black"
 
The idea of a permanent Ethics Committee in itself is not a bad decision. 
Article 5 Section 30 of the Oklahoma Constitution gives the legislature ability
to discipline members:
 
Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a
member.
 
Note that the constitution says “legislature” not the leaders of the
legislature.   The constitution doesn’t lay out specifics of the management of
the House or Senate so when our state government started the members of
the legislatures addressed this by formulating specific House and Senate
rules that are submitted from a special committee and voted upon during
the opening day of each legislative session.  Indeed the legislature is
prohibited from doing any other work until the rules are established. 
 
The rules are expected to clear, setting out rules of conduct so that
everyone knows where the lines are drawn, and those rules included having
the entire House or Senate vote on individual cases where disciplining
members was warranted.   That satisfied the Constitutional requirement that
each “House” may determine the rules, not  “House leaders” may determine
the rules.
 
So if we are a nation of laws, one would expect that the legislature itself be
governed by the laws they enact.   The current set of House rules covers
decorum only in section 4.4 other than in section 1.3 where the Speaker of
the House is allowed to preserve the order and decorum of the House: 
 
1.3 – Preservation of Order and Decorum
(a)  The Speaker shall preserve order and decorum.  In case of any
disturbance or disorderly conduct in the Hall of the House of Representatives
or in other areas of the Capitol assigned to the House, the Speaker shall
have the power to order the same to be cleared or direct any other action
necessary to preserve order and decorum. 
(b)  Appearances or presentations by school or other groups shall not be
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permitted on the floor of the House during the four (4) legislative days
immediately preceding sine die adjournment as the Speaker may designate. 
 
Nowhere in the current House rules are there any rules allowing a House
member to be chastised for the particular words used in debate or for
conversations in private offices that doesn’t affect order or decorum.  If an
argument occurs in a public space at the House portion of the Capitol to the
point where the behavior becomes unseemly or disruptive then Speaker
Steele could get involved.  If you look up the definition of decorum, it
means “dignified propriety of behavior or speech”.    I submit that none of
the three House members reprimanded in the 2011 legislative session were
involved in undignified behavior, they were reprimanded for speaking their
mind.
 

 
If the Speaker were concerned about decorum he would have reprimanded
former Representative Dan Sullivan when Sullivan got caught having sex on
a desk with a House staff member (Well, he did have to marry her so
perhaps he was punished), or Representative Don Armes for screaming at
two women in the lobby of the House chamber during the closing days of
the 2011 legislative session, or Representative Sue Tibbs when she
screamed at 2nd Amendment supporters in the House lobby, or
Representative Dank for calling Representatives Ritze and Reynolds childish
names on the House floor.
 
Now the House rules are by no means perfect, indeed they were rammed
down the throats of Republicans and Democrats alike when they were
adopted.  Members were not allowed to debate the rules that a small group
of House leaders developed in secret, nor were amendments allowed to be
filed in advance.  As a matter of fact, sources told us that only six House
leaders had a copy of the rules prior to the opening vote on February 7th
2011. 
 
Normally the minority party is allowed to offer amendments that are
negotiated before the rules are subjected to a vote of the House.  This year
though, Speaker Steele reportedly refused to allow the Democrats any
input, breaking a long standing custom.   Capitol sources claim that Speaker
Steele allegedly said "I don't give a sh*t what they think" when asked
about House rules ammendments from the Democratic Caucus.
 
The new rules increased the number of votes required to record how
individual House members voted, making it difficult to hold Representative
accountable for their votes.   It also restricted legislators from asking that
various meetings and committee conferences be recorded by the House
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media organization or even asking for a recorded vote unless prior
notification had been requested. 
 
Speaker Steele set up this new Ethics Commission simply to keep House
members in line, to keep them on the plantation so to speak.   By bypassing
the Constitutional authority of Article 5 Section 30 and the current House
rules that specifically lay out what is permitted and what is prohibited,
Speaker Steele is violating the law.   Think about this for a second, if
Speaker Steele gets to appoint those on the committee and remove them at
will, then he can pretty much stack the deck against any Representative
that dares to stand against his agenda.  Is there any doubt on who will be
targeted?  
 
Treat!  This time for Speaker Steele himself.  "Bad to the Bone"  Not that he
has been good but it was too funny on too many levels to pass up.  Speaker
Steele doesn't stutter by any chance does he?
 
Speaker Steele created this unaccountable Star Chamber with the power to
make their own rules and procedures without input from other members of
the legislature.  If the 2011 legislative session is any indicator, Speaker
Steele will use this new Ethics Committee to harass, intimidate, and impugn
any dissidents or holdouts to his progressive/liberal agenda.  His purpose is
to turn House members away from representing the interests of the House
District that elected them and have them become House leadership serfs.
 
The new Lords of the Star Chamber will meet this coming Monday,
December 5th, at 10:00 A.M. at the Skylab III Room at the Gordon Cooper
Technology Center, 4801 N. Harrison St, Shawnee Ok.  This meeting should
be open to the public so please attend and sign up to comment on the
proceedings if so allowed.  
 
Please call your Representative today and leave him a message on his
answering machine and send him an email through his House email system
asking him or her to force a caucus vote on this unconstitutional bypass of
existing law.  The entire legislature should be involved in disciplining House
members not a handful of Speaker Steele’s political cronies. 
 
The House Ethics Committee members are: 

Rep. Gary W. Banz, Chairman, Rep. Jabar Shumate, Vice Chairman, Rep.
Dennis Casey, Rep. Ann Coody, Rep. Danny Morgan, Rep. R.C. Pruett, Rep.
Wade Rousselot, Rep. Todd Russ, Rep. David Brumbaugh (Alternate), and
Rep. Rebecca Hamilton (Alternate).
 
Here is a link to the entire House roster
 
Here is a link to the entire Senate Roster
 
Please call your Senator and Repesentative even if they are Democrat and
ask them to stand up to House leadership's bully tactics.
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House Caucus meeting Monday December 5th

 
The final Republican Caucus meeting for 2011 is scheduled in Shawnee and
once again the entire event will be dominated by the State Chamber of
Commerce.   One of House leadership’s excuses is that taxpayer money is
stretched by allowing the Chamber to subsidize the costs and that would be
true but it allows the Chamber to wine and dine legislators outside the
regular ethics reporting system.  
 
Conservatives have reached out and offered to host the event.   I spoke
to the leader of one group on Friday that had made a public offer to
personally pay for the costs of this December Republican Caucus Dinner on
Monday night.  Speaker Steele told him ; “We couldn’t allow you to be the
exclusive dinner host but you conservatives could participate and be
represented”. (Note the "you conservatives"?)  That promise was never
fulfilled by Speaker Steele.  Instead the Pottawatomie County Development
Authority and the State Chamber have exclusive access to the legislators.
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Below is the agenda for the Shawnee Republican Caucus Retreat.  The
highlight is the Monday night dinner hosted by State Chamber interests and
the State Chamber's main lobbyist groujp, CMA Strategies, who is scheduled
to give a "polling update”.  CMA Strategies brags about their influence over
Oklahoma legislators:   “ …our relationships with many influential legislators
are deeper than a typical lobbyist relationship.” 
 
What will House and Senate leadership be focusing on at this Republican
retreat?  Well, the rest of the State Chamber agenda that wasn’t fulfilled
this session, including taxing internet purchases to recover lost sales taxes,
transfer payments from metropolitan areas to rural areas, and repaying the
political debts or outgoing House and Senate members.  
 
 As a extra bonus, they hope to inoculate the House and Senate members
against conservative legislation being demanded by their constituents,
legislation that would make the voters happy but that would set back the
big business agenda in the state. 
 
An excellent example is how  this works is this session when Speaker Steele
refused to allow a stem cell research ban bill to come to a vote in the
House in the last legislative session.   Now on a personal level I am not on
one side or the other of the stem cell research debate, however, Speaker
Steele is a Christian pastor and supposedly pro life/anti abortion.   Why
would Speaker Steele stand in the way of an issue that his constituents and
the members of his church would want? 
 
Because Speaker Steele has his own exit strategy lined up, a nice job just
waiting for him at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation after he term
limits out this year, he isn't worried about the results of his agenda. 
Speaker Steele will benefit from keeping legislators out of touch with the
predominantly conservative issues, he has cut his deal with the bureaucracy
and the State Chamber at the expense of the freshmen legislators, pulled
the wool over their eyes most of last session and if he can continue to
confuse them a big payday is his reward.
 
Last legislative session I told the freshmen legislators that House leadership
would fight to the last drop of their blood while keeping their skirts clean. 
Their strategy depended on freshmen legislators wanting to believe that
veteran House leaders had the best interests in mind of the average
Oklahoman and would do nothing to harm the political viability of rank and
file House members. 
 
Now this treat is for the Dirty 32 legislators that voted for Jeff Hickman in
the Speaker Designate race.  "Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves"
 
  The majority of freshmen legislators rebelled in April over the repeated
attempts to ram Obama Care/Fallin Care through the house when they
banded together and sent out the press release where they publically stood
against House leadership.  That along with pressure from the Sooner Tea
Party and other grass roots organizations lead to Governor Mary Fallin
returning the 53 million in Federal funds for implementing Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health Insurance Exchanges. 
 
But if you look at the State Chambers list of political demands, they continue
to push for Obama Care and increases in state government health insurance
programs like Insure Oklahoma.  Why?  Because they want health care costs
off their payrolls and onto the back of taxpaying Oklahomans.   
 
Please call your legislators and demand that they refuse to attend the
special interest events at the Shawnee Republican Caucus Retreat.   Tell
them to let House leadership know that they will not go along with the
internet sales tax scheme or any of the State Chamber agenda schemes but
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will represent their constituents and look out for the public’s interests.
 
Here is the agenda that was sent out for the Shawnee retreat:
 

2011 Republican Caucus Retreat
Monday, December 5th and Tuesday, December 6th

Shawnee, Oklahoma
 
Monday, December 5th

·         There are two events to choose from:
1.    Golf – House members only
o   Shawnee Elks Lodge – 13500 Acme Road, Shawnee, OK 74804-9207
o   12:30pm-1:15pm – Lunch 
o   1:30pm – Tee off

2.    Tours – House members and/or Spouses
o   Shawnee Milling Company – 201 S. Broadway, Shawnee, OK 74801
o   12:30pm-1:15pm – Lunch
o   1:30pm-2:30pm – Tour
o   Travel to Round House Manufacturing – Click here for directions
o   Round House Manufacturing – 1 American Way, Shawnee, OK 74804
o   3:00pm-4:00pm – Tour
o   4:00-5:30 – Helicopter Rides
o   Casual attire

6:30pm – Dinner at the Oklahoma Baptist University Geiger Center –
500 W. University St., Shawnee, 74804, click here for a printable map
of the campus  

Spouses welcome
Business causal attire
Performance by Bison Glee Club
Introduction of Guest Speaker – Lt. Governor Todd Lamb 
Keynote Address – Governor Mary Fallin  

 
Tuesday, December 6th 
Our Caucus Meeting will be held in the Mabee-Gerrer (pronounced ‘geer’)
Museum of Art at St. Gregory’s University, 1900 W. MacArthur Street,
Shawnee, OK 74804.

7:45am-8:30am – Breakfast at Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art
8:30am-9:15am – Tour Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art
9:15am-9:30am – Break
9:30am – Caucus Meeting begins 
9:45am – Polling update from CMA Strategies 
Working lunch  
2:30pm – Adjournment
3:00pm – Optional Tour of St. Gregory’s University Monastery  
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The McCarville Report Article,
 an Attack or a Compliment?

 
 
 
Welcome one of our newest readers to the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter,
Mike McCarville who is the author of the McCarville Report which is self
described as the “gold standard” of political blogs.  Now this is one long
article but it is filled with the history of the Tea Party movement here in
Oklahoma, details about the powerful but short lived OCA umbrella group,
and it reveals the character of some of the leaders of the conservative
movement.
 
 McCarville must have done his usual through and exhaustive research
before writing his article as he misspelled my name throughout the article,
so it is not surprising that he botched much of the rest of the article as well.
  However he did get some things correct so we thought we would show
public appreciation for the increased awareness in credibility he gave us by
attacking.   Let’s go over what McCarville got right in the article before
addressing the inaccuracies.
 
Here is a treat for those that get discoraged when conservatives turn on
their own "Believe"
 
First off McCarville did a good job of painting the Sooner Tea Party as
combative and uncompromising on the issues, and he mentioned our
weekly newsletter, one of the only state newsletters that is read by the
entire political establishment, all of the House and Senate, many of the
elected state officials,  and the resistance alike.   He did a great job
promoting our article on the flaws in the 2011 Conservative Index and the
fact that we laid the blame at Charlie Meadow’s feet.  However he didn't link
to the newsletter, showing that he didn't want his readers to consider the
merits of our article.  Pretty cowardly Mike, don't you have faith in your
readers?
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 McCarville also correctly reported that the Sooner Tea Party will not
hesitate to go after a Tea Party leader or other conservative that refuses to
act or acts in a hypocritical manner.  Friday at the High Noon Club I
repeatedly heard how we must hold our elected officials accountable.   We
must also hold our conservative group leaders accountable.  Far too many
grassroots groups either start out as controlled opposition groups with the
purpose of defusing public outrage on an issue or become taken over and
corrupted into inaction.
 
  The gist of the McCarville Report article is our last newsletter article where
we pointed out the problems with the 2011 Conservative Index while
pointing out that Charlie Meadows of OCPAC was responsible for handling
the voting on the index, Charlie’s refusal to listen to conservative legislators
on the bills included in the index, and Charlie’s lack of due diligence in
missing five major bills that were the most obvious bills to be used to
separate conservative legislators from liberal/progressive legislators.  Those
bills were HB1397 transvestite birth certificate vote, HB 2130 Obama
Care/Fallin Care vote, HB1446 illegal immigration, HB 1647 Open Carry, and
 the Charles Key amendment to HR 1008 (all bills get heard in committee). 
 
 To show just how widespread the support is for the issues that were left
out of the 2011 Conservative Index, at the High Noon Club this last Friday
we were treated to an audio clip of Pastor Dan Fisher berating Speaker Kris
Steele on April 8th when Speaker Steele spoke at the High Noon club. 
 
 In the audio clip, Pastor Fisher asked about HB 1446 (the illegal
immigration bill), HB1647 (John Bennett’s Open Carry bill), HB 2130 (Obama
Care/Fallin Care), and the Sharia law bill that was killed in the Senate.   I
tried to ask the High Noon Club a question during the discussion afterward
which was this:   Were any of those four issues in the 2011 Conservative
Index?  The answer would have be a resounding “NO!”   
 
The High Noon Club has been labeled as a religious right group, which is a
little unfair as the group is unusually tolerant of various opinions as long as
they are generally supportive of most conservative issues, but Pastor Fisher
is definitely a good representation of the OCPAC crowd so my follow up
question would have been:  Pastor Fisher, during the OCPAC debate on the
2011 Conservative Index bills, why didn’t you press for the inclusion of Open
Carry, Obama Care/Fallin Care, and the illegal immigration bills?    There
were a lot of hands up during that discussion though and I never got to ask
my questions.
 
The major flaw in the McCarville Report was that McCarville failed to
address the facts of the issue at hand and he painted Charlie Meadows as
the enemy of all RINOs.   We believe that Charlie has either been co opted
or has softened his stance to the point where he refuses to criticize any
Republican that does ill.   Back in the day when Republicans were not in
control of both houses of the legislature and didn’t control the Governor’s
office, Charlie’s tactics might have been solid.   Now we conservatives
supposedly own the state government, so why aren’t conservative issues
being addressed and good laws passed as Pastor Fisher asked in April?  
 
Charlie Meadows an attacker of RINOs?   More like an apologist for many of
them!  Charlie is more of an attacker of Democrats and liberals, indeed they
do not support any Democratic candidates as they are a Republican
organization.
 
The most crucial bit of political advice I’ve ever heard was to always ask
how it benefits the politician if we believe what he is telling us.   In the case
of Mike McCarville attacking the Sooner Tea Party for daring to criticize the
2011 Conservative Index we need to understand what is motivating
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McCarville to attack.  After all, regular readers of this newsletter know that
this isn’t the first time we publically spanked Charlie Meadows or mentioned
our dismay at the 2011 Conservative Index. 
 
Treat!  "Friends in Low Places" for our new reader, Mike McCarville
 
This latest attack is simply McCarville’s attempts to ignite a feud between
other Oklahoma conservative groups and the Sooner Tea Party while
attacking me personally with half truths and outright inaccuracies in several
instances.  At the same time McCarville has nothing but left hand praise for
Charlie and OCPAC.   Are you seeing the picture here?   They would much
rather have to deal with Charlie than the Sooner Tea Party...
 
Rather than addressing the motivation of McCarville let’s first look at some
of the points he got wrong and we will write an entire article on the
motivations of Mike McCarville in a future issue. 
 
 As we have already mentioned, this isn’t the first time we have bashed
Charlie Meadows and on several occasions Charlie backed down after we
took him to task.   The time that Sykes killed Sally Kern’s bill on Sharia Law
comes to mind, and Sykes was the Senate author of the bill!  Charlie initially
defended Sykes but backed down a few weeks later and issued a public
apology. 
 
 Meadows backtracked on Ken Miller during the 2010 election, acting as an
apologist for Miller after the OCA umbrella group pointed out that Ken Miller
was outright lying about his voting record!  
 
Charlie also backed down on the Obama Care/Fallin Care issue after his own
OCPAC members excoriated him for his pro State Chamber stance.  This
was the second time in a few months that Charlie was forced to  issue a
retraction and an apology!   You gotta admire a man that can say he is
wrong, but Charlie has been doing an awful lot of it in the last year.  That is
evidence that he has lost touch with his own supporters or they are growing
away from his tactic of refusing to hold Republicans accountable.
 
McCarville correctly pointed out that I was registered as an Independent
prior to 2009 but he neglected to mention that I had been a Republican
until the first Bush presidency when the promise “Read my lips, no new
taxes” was uttered and then betrayed by Bush senior.     The Republican
Party still got my vote as the lesser of evils for the major races but other
than that I was like the vast majority of the Tea Party folks, unengaged
politically and unaware. 
 
 When  Jim Inhofe asked the Sooner Tea Party to meet with him in
Washington D.C. in September of 2009, Inhofe asked where we had been
all these years.   Our reply was that we had been asleep, raising our
families and trusting the government to do the right thing but we were
awake now and were here to help.  That meeting was partially taped by
both CNN and the Tea Party movie crew, with the meeting getting around
one minute in the final movie.   I think I can speak for the majority of the
Tea Party members in that we had no idea how fast things could turn bad
but we answered the call when we woke up.
 
McCarville next blamed Charlie Meadows for striking the spark that set the
Sooner Tea Party off.  Charlie did write about the Tea Party in his
November 22nd newsletter but that was months after we had discussed the
problems with the 2011 Conservative Index, had rightly blamed Charlie for
his part in the problem, and had started researching where the Index went
wrong and what was needed to set it right.  
 
Meadows wrote more about the OKC Tea Party which has all but
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evaporated due to its lack of action.   While holding rallies and meetings
appeals to a good many people, those that are truly interested in change
leave after it becomes obvious that the group refuses to take action.   
 
 
Treat!  This one is for the Sooner Tea Party fans out there, it is our theme
song " I Won't Back Down"
 
Charlie’s Tea Party article neglected to mention that the Sooner Tea Party
has attacked bad legislators nonstop starting with the formation of the OCA
in 2009.   Charlie also neglects to mention his role in destroying the 35
conservative group umbrella organization in early 2010 or the short life and
complete inaction of the group that Charlie promoted to replace the OCA,
LibertyForge.us, which started with the core of the OCA groups and
dwindled into an online forum ghost town.   Indeed the vast majority posts
consist of threads with the author’s original post and no replies.  
 
 I am always supportive of anyone willing to try to get a group kick started
but Charlie Meadows destroyed a thriving 35 organization umbrella group
that kicked butt at the Capitol in 2010 and left the replacement organization
to wither away.
 
Charlie did give a nod in his article to the election of John Bennett in 2010
and the OCA involvement without naming who was responsible.   Other than
that, the article was about the disappearance of the Tea Party movement in
the large cities with the exception of the Sooner Tea Party although Charlie
dared not credit us for our work.
 
Next McCarville resorts to outright misrepresentation to damage the Sooner
Tea Party by making this statement:
 
“Unlike Gearhart, Meadows doesn't label virtually every Republican legislator
a RINO. Gearhart puts about three-fourths of GOP legislators in that
category, targeting some for special scorn.”
 
Geeze, the dude reads our newsletters… how could he not understand that
we reserve the term RINO for a select group of Republican House
members.  We rarely deal with the Senate as they are the more responsible
of the two houses for the most part, not without fault by a long shot, but
they have tended to learn from the beatings we have administered over on
the House side.  
 
Currently we label 32 Republican Representatives as RINOs, the infamous
Dirty Thirty-Two that voted for Representative Hickman in the Speaker
Designate race in October with Representative George Faught added  due to
his refusal to support illegal immigration laws or sign the HR 1004 discharge
petition (Open government, all bills get heard in committee).
 
McCarville then quotes anonymous "experts" claiming that we are fighting
with Charlie over “power”, then goes on to attempt to drive a wedge
between the Oklahoma Constitution, the owner of the Conservative Index,
and the Sooner Tea Party.  
 
First off, I actually turned down an offer to run for State Senate District 43
when asked to do so during a conference call initiated by several Republican
leaders.   My reasoning was that I could only vote once as a Senator but I
could hold 149 legislators accountable as an activist.   I have no intentions
of running for elected office and I'm not sure if I would like doing the job if I
did run.
 
Second, we were contacted by the editor of the Oklahoma Constitution after
we first mentioned the unusual departure from the usually solid  values of
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the Conservative Index,  had an extremely civil and informative email
exchange where I laid out the problems and asked that the issue be
addressed.  
 
What I have been told about the editor of the Oklahoma Constitution is that
he is a solid patriot with integrity, so much so that this issue will lay heavy
on his shoulders until things are straightened out.   I gathered as much in
our email exchange but I wondered if the editor of the Okahoma
Constitution can find the political clout to stand up to Charlie Meadows and
ask that the Index be set right?
 
Continuing on in the same vein, McCarville talks of “arch-conservatives”
fighting to be the leader of the “ultra-conservative” movement not
understanding perhaps that the Sooner Tea Party embraces the Republican
Party Platform as the dream blueprint for restoring our country and our
liberties.   At the 2011 Oklahoma State GOP Convention I stood before the
entire crowd and said that exact thing during the debate on requiring
elected Republicans to follow the State GOP Platform.
 
Charlie Meadows is a John Bircher, not me.   Our standards were developed
using the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform.  If they are “radical” then
perhaps we are as well.  I’ll leave it to others as to whether or not the John
Birch Society is considered radical or not.
 
Treat!  This one is for me for putting up with the mud slinging  "Another
Brick in the Wall"
 
 
McCarville publishes his second outright inaccuracy about the Sooner Tea
Party in this portion of his article:
 
“This isn't Gearhart's first public battle. His penchant for promoting a militia
through the Tea Party and attacking then-GOP Chairman Gary Jones....”
 
What an utter lack of research or a worse possible option, what an utter
lack of integrity.   If McCarville had any real sources left in the conservative
movement he would have known that the militia controversy was started by
two Tulsa conservatives.    Actually all they did was talk about asking the
legislature to find a new commander for the Oklahoma State Guard.  That
entire episode was a manufactured controversy used to attack Governor
candidate Randy Brogdon and to try to use the Tea Party as the vehicle.
 
At one point both Tulsa activists wanted my support on the issue as the
leader of the OCA but I refused to even discuss the idea other than to say
that it would be a distraction to what we needed to accomplish and that it
would be used against the conservative movement were they to attempt it.  
One of the activists was J.W. Berry of OkforTea and yes, Berry did pour
gasoline on the fire in that Associated Press interview. 
 
 My contribution to the entire article was to say:
 
“Is it scary? It sure is,” Tea Party leader Al Gerhart told the AP. “But when
do the states stop rolling over for the federal government?”
 
The other activist that was involved in the Oklahoma State Guard issue was
a board member of the Tulsa County Republican Party.   How radical can he
be if he is a GOP board member?  He isn't but the explanation of why he
was targeted will be given in a bit.
 
The Sooner Tea Party never discussed anything related to the Oklahoma
State Guard or any sort of militia prior to the Associated Press article nor did
anyone or any group bring up the Oklahoma State Guard or any other sort
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of militia during any OCA meeting or on the OCA email list.   So exactly how
did all of this militia nonsense get started?   Several reports laid the
beginning of the controversy at the feet of Gary Jones, the former
Oklahoma State Chairman.
 
Gary Jones first came on the Sooner Tea Party Radar in early 2010 when he
attacked the OCA during a radio show on KFAQ Talk Radio out of Tulsa.   
Jones had a long running feud with the Tulsa County Republican party over
their conservative values.   I do remember that the first time we set up OCA
Republican Party activist training the event had to be moved because Gary
Jones objected to the use of the Tulsa County Republican office being used
to train conservatives.  The Tulsa GOP procured another venue for the
training to try to mollify Gary Jones.  Shortly after that erupted, Jones
traveled to Tulsa for a confrontation with the Tulsa County Republican board
but left with the seat of his britches ripped out and his you know what
bloody.
 
So when Jones attacked the OCA (the Oklahoma Constitutional Alliance), the
conservative umbrella group that was formed in 2009, the listeners of KFAQ
in Tulsa lit up the phone lines during his interview and ripped Jones to
pieces.    I never said a word publically other than discussing the problem
with several legislators.  Eventually a few Representatives and Senators
pressured Jones to meet with me and iron out any differences. 
 
 Jones and I met at a GOP function in OKC a few weeks later and I let him
talk for the better part of five minutes before I asked him “Gary, why in the
h*ll did you say those things on KFAQ?”   Jones stammered something to
the effect of he didn’t know how he managed to say those things but that
they didn’t help anyone or anything.   
 
 I forgave him for his indiscretion and made my point that the Tea Party
was going to be involved in Oklahoma politics, that we believed in their
party platform, and that he needed to either welcome us or get ready to
fight us.   Jones admitted that our values were the same and that we would
work together toward better government.
 
So no one was shocked more than I when the manufactured militia story hit
and there was Gary Jones, speaking on behalf of the Oklahoma GOP,
attacking the OCA, the Sooner Tea Party, and me personally on the militia
controversy.   Now the timing was no coincidence because a few days later
was the second annual Tea Party rally at the Capitol and it was there that I
spoke of Gary Jones’s attacks on the Tea Party movement and said “Gary,
we are coming for you.”  
 
What most people didn’t know was that we were privy to the number of
county chairmen that were lining up against Gary Jones, fed up with his
leadership or lack of leadership, and his lack of support for conservative
values.  Few knew that the State GOP was broke and barely able to pay its
bills, that Jones had missed paychecks during 2009, or that their donor base
was in tatters after conservatives saw the Republicans take control of both
houses of the Capitol and then refuse to implement the Oklahoma GOP
Party Platform agenda.
 
To borrow a phrase from McCarville, “several sources” claimed that Gary
Jones was the Associated Press source of the story of the two Tulsa activists
discussing the idea of asking the legislature to find a replacement head of
the Oklahoma State Guard.  It makes sense, Jones was angry at the Tulsa
GOP group, he didn’t want the Tea Party interfering with Republican politics,
he could take out the leaders of both groups in one hit. 
 
Another important thing that McCarville left out was that Jones asked to
stay on as State GOP Chair during his run for the Auditor’s office but was
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refused.   Gary Jones knew weeks before going into that June 26th meeting
in 2010 that he was out of a job on that day.  Another thing that McCarville
neglected to mention was that Matt Pinell replaced Gary Jones and Matt
Pinell had been working to help train Oklahoma Tea Party activists.  I forget
which group Matt was working for, maybe American Majority or the John
Hanncock Group, both are 501C non profit groups that focus on training
activists.   Matt and another person in the organization had been visitors in
my office long before June 2010.
 
The bottom line was that Gary Jones was booted out of GOP leadership and
a Tea Party friendly leader took over.   Jones badly wanted to keep his
Chairman job so as to have a paycheck but the majority of County GOP
Chairmen had had enough.
 
Another canard trotted out by McCarville was this jewel:
 
“Gearhart's been described by some as a bully using the Tea Party label to
further his personal agenda.”
 
Originally I went to Tea Party rallies as a participant, stood in the freezing
rain in March of 2009, and donated money when I could.   I never dreamed
that I would be involved past that until the day that Margie Drescher of the
OKC Tea Party canceled the July 4th 2009 Tea party.  
 
 No one knew why she did it at the time but it turned out that it was so she
could consolidate her control over the OKC Tea party, incorporate the
group, copyright the name, and finish kicking out around 9 of the original 13
founders many of which eventually joined the Sooner Tea Party leadership
team.  All I knew was that this ray of hope, the OKC Tea Party, was
refusing to move forward and could utter not a single valid reason for
canceling the July 4th rally.
 
So I googled “Tea Party Oklahoma” and found a small group on an OKC 912
forum talking about having a picnic or going to bricktown to hand out
flyers.  I signed up as a member and made a short post to the effect of
“Heck no, we are going to the capitol permit or not.”    A leader of the
Moore/Norman 912 group offered to allow his next meeting to be taken
over for planning the July 4th rally. 
 
Once we got there I raised a few eyebrows when I lit into a Cleveland
County Republican leader for attempting to take over the meeting.   My
point was that we were where we were as a result of the Republicans and
the Democrats and I was in no mood to follow either.
 
We knew that someone had pulled a permit for July 4th, and when a lady
stood up at the initial meeting and said “I have the permit”, I pointed at her
and said “There is the leader.”   That was Patty McCallister, who served as
our first leader until illness took her out of the fray. It was true that I called
for the July 4th rally and was the impetus for the first meeting but Patty
had gotten the permit, showed enourmous inititive, and rather than lead I
prefered to ride to the sound of the guns.
 
Treat!  For the classical fans  "Ride of the Valkyries"
 
The point of all this is to show that I became a reluctant leader.  At 53
years of age I understand that all one can possibly control is himself and
that there is no glory involved in leading a group, you just become the
targets of yahoos like McCarville that will spread inaccurate information in
order to damage anyone that stands against special interests and for good
government.
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McCarville goes on to attack our attempt to salvage the 2011 Conservative
Index.   He didn’t find fault with our reasoning for discarding six of the ten
bills in the Index, indeed he compliments our knowledge the of bills by
claiming that we had members of the legislature helping us, saying it was
obvious we had inside information.  Well Mr. McCarville, if you just take the
time to read the bills and watch who votes for what it all becomes clear.  
We did run our choice of bills past some House members, we do have
plenty of sources inside from both parties and from both sides of the
Capitol, in a lot of state agencies, and scattered all across the state.
 
To finish up his rant, McCarville mentions that we excoriated Rep George
Faught without pointing out a single inaccuracy in our  article on
Representative Faught's voting record.   He mentions that we worked
George’s boy over, Jamison Faught, without mentioning that Jamison Faught
was renowned for his attacks on the OCA, the Sooner Tea Party, and me
personally.   One can get a hint of Jamison Faught’s politics by reading the
one single email he ever made in the months that he was part of the OCA.  
What caused Jamison to join in?   An email criticizing a RINO House leader
on the OCA email list.  Other than that the boy never made a single
suggestion, never replied to a single topic, never attended a single meeting
of the 35 group umbrella organization.
 
Leaving aside the motivations for Mike McCarville to attack a grassroots
group like the Sooner Tea Party for another newsletter, let’s explore why
McCarville chose to attack now. 
 
Is it a coincidence that we are approaching the Republican Caucus Retreat,
a little over one year after last year’s retreat that was picketed by
grassroots groups? 
 
 Is it a coincidence that we are close to the legislative session of 2012 and
that history is repeating itself in the attacks on conservative groups? 
 
Is it not obvious then that McCarvill is serving as a proxy for the State
Chamber and House leadership?
 
The bottom line is that the McCarville Report was nothing more than an
attempt to stir up a fight between conservative groups in Oklahoma, to get
us to fight among ourselves rather than presenting a united front against
House leadership.  In a future newsletter we will expose the motivation for
Mike McCarville to attack and provide absolute proof of who is behind him.
 
 

 
Don't forget the Wednesday night work parties starting at 4 pm. 

Get involved; help us hammer the bad politicians until they
become good politicians.  This Wednesday we are going back to

work Representative Jason Nelson's House district.
 

Call 405-412-6233 for more info.
 

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use

our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent
being accidently  unsubscribed.

 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,

and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country. 
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April 14, 2011 
 

H.R. 1473, Department of Defense and Full Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011 
 

Rep. Harold Rogers (R-KY) 
 
HR 1473 provides appropriations for the Department of Defense and all other federal agencies 
through the remainder of fiscal year 2011. The bill implements the agreement between the 
House, Senate and the Administration for completing action on all FY 2011 appropriations. 
 
Total non-emergency discretionary budget authority for Fiscal Year 2011, as scored by the 
Congressional Budget Office will be $1.050 trillion. This is $38 billion below the level provided 
in the continuing resolution enacted by the Democrats at the end of last year. It includes $13 
billion in reductions already enacted into law since March 4, 2011, plus nearly $27 billion in 
additional new spending cuts. Total Budget Authority will be $78.5 billion below President 
Obama’s discretionary budget request for Fiscal Year 2011. The Congressional Budget Office 
score for the bill is available here: http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12140/hr1473.pdf . 
 
HR 1473 turns around the trajectory of Washington’s unsustainable spending binge best 
symbolized by the Democrats’ failed stimulus bill of 2009. By demonstrating that our political 
system is capable of reining in uncontrolled spending, it sends a signal to job creators in the 
private sector that government will not continue to grow at a rate crowding out private 
investment and making tax increases inevitable. It also sets the table for reducing spending in the 
future. Removing nearly $40 billion in spending from the federal ledger in FY 2011 compounds 
to $315 billion in savings over the next decade compared to CBO’s baseline projections for 
discretionary spending, according to the Republican staff of the Senate Budget Committee.  
 
At the account level, the bill challenges the notion that government programs are immortal by 
terminating more than 55 of them, including 40 ineffective programs at the Department of 
Education. The bill cuts spending at the Environmental Protection Agency by 16 percent, and 
reduces spending on Congressional staff and office expenses in the House of Representatives by 
5 percent. The bill cuts $2.9 billion from high-speed rail projects. Other cuts include $377 
million from the U.S. contribution to the United Nations and other international organizations, 
and a $130 million cut to international banks and financial institutions. A list of all the cuts may 
be viewed here: 
http://appropriations.house.gov/_files/41211ProgramCutsListFinalFY2011CR.pdf .  
 
In addition to these important savings, the bill also ensures that our troops will be paid. The bill 
provides base funding for the Department of Defense of $513 billion, a $5 billion increase over 
last year’s level. The bill also provides $157.8 billion in emergency funding for the Global War 
on Terror, supporting our operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other places where American 
troops are facing hostile fire.    
 
Important policy provisions will also be enacted under HR 1473. The Administration will be 
blocked from closing the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and from bringing any of 
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the detainees there to the Continental United States. The District of Columbia will be prevented 
from using any congressionally appropriated funds (no matter what the original source) to pay 
for abortions, and the Senate and House will hold separate votes on ending federal funding for 
Planned Parenthood and its affiliates. 
 
The bill begins to repeal elements of Obamacare, rescinding $2.2 billion of the $6 billion in 
startup funds provided to the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program that some 
observers have characterized as “a back door to a public plan flying under a different flag.” The 
bill also repeals section 10108 ”free choice” vouchers  subsidizing insurance purchases on 
government-created health care exchanges for persons with incomes up to 400% of poverty. It 
also blocks increased hiring by the IRS requested by the President to enforce Obamacare’s 
individual mandate and other revenue provisions. In addition, the House and Senate will also 
take a separate vote on defunding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PL 111-148) 
and the health care provisions of the related reconciliation act, PL 111-152. 
 
Adoption of HR 1473 will demonstrate that elections have consequences, and that our 
government is finally listening to the American people. Members are urged to support HR 1473. 
 
Provided by House Republican Leadership and the House Appropriations Committee. 
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May 4, 2011 
 

H.R. 3, No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act 
 

Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ) 
 

H.R. 3 establishes a permanent, government-wide prohibition on taxpayer subsidies for abortion and 

abortion coverage, codifies conscience protections for health care providers and entities, and closes 

loopholes that give tax-preferred status to abortion. 
 

Polling routinely demonstrates that over 60% of Americans oppose taxpayer funding of abortion.  A 

CNN poll from just last month showed that 61% of respondents opposed public funding of abortion.  

Moreover, statistics show – including those from the pro-abortion Alan Guttmacher Institute – that 

policies that prohibit tax-funded abortion prevent at least a quarter of elective abortions that 

otherwise would have occurred. 
 

H.R. 3 is necessary to codify an existing patchwork of laws relating to the funding of abortion.  

Current restrictions on the spending of taxpayer dollars relating to abortion must be renewed each 

year through the appropriations process and only cover the individual departments they apply to.  

For example, the Hyde Amendment covers only those funds appropriated through the annual Labor, 

Health, and Human Services (HHS) appropriations bills.  We saw recently how vulnerable these 

provisions can be to attack, when Democrats removed a ban on taxpayer funding of abortion in the 

District of Columbia (the Dornan Amendment).  Additionally, Democrats in recent years have 

undone protections that prohibited taxpayer dollars from being used to fund organizations abroad 

that support coercive abortion programs or promote or provide abortions.  H.R. 3 ensures that 

provisions prohibiting taxpayer subsidization of abortion will not be at risk every year.  
 

Furthermore, in 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) established a major 

deviation from existing policy by directly appropriating funds for medical services without abortion 

restrictions as well as subsidies for health plans that cover abortion.  Because these direct 

appropriations are not provided by the Labor-HHS account, they are not covered by the Hyde 

amendment and therefore need statutory protections. 
 

Lastly, H.R. 3 provides permanent conscience protections for health care providers.  Since 2004, 

annual appropriations bills have included the Hyde-Weldon conscience clause, which protects 

health care entities (including doctors, nurses, hospitals, health insurance providers) from 

discrimination by any state, local or federal agency receiving funds under the Labor-HHS 

Appropriations Act.  H.R. 3 makes that policy permanent and applies it to recipients of all sources 

of federal funds.  It also provides legal recourse against discrimination. 
 

Republicans believe that no American, no matter where he or she stands on the issue of abortion, 

should be forced to fund it through their tax dollars.  We also believe that no one should be able to 

demand that health care providers or entities perform abortions, or discriminate against them for not 

doing so.  For these reasons, we support H.R. 3, the No Taxpayer Funding of Abortion Act. 
 

Provided by House Republican Leadership and the House Judiciary, Ways and Means, and Energy 

and Commerce Committees. 
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From: State Chamber Media
To: State Chamber Media
Subject: State Chamber President Comments on Supreme Court Health Care Law Ruling
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 11:21:40 AM

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 28, 2012
Contact: Jennifer Monies

(405) 235-3669
jmonies@okstatechamber.com

 
 

State Chamber President Comments on Supreme Court Health Care Law
Ruling

 
State Chamber President Fred Morgan comments on today’s U.S. Supreme Court decision,
which upheld the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) health care law
by affirming the federal government’s ability to tax and penalize an individual for not
purchasing health insurance. The individual mandate section of law is anticipated go into full
effect in January of 2014 and is designed to require all citizens, with very few exceptions, to
purchase health insurance or be taxed by the federal government. 
 
“We are extremely disappointed in this decision. This is exactly what we feared when we
formed the Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition last year to help support
an Oklahoma-based solution to the federal exchange mandate in the ACA. We now face a
situation where a health insurance exchange crafted by bureaucrats in Washington, D.C. will
now be forced upon Oklahomans. We cannot let this happen and must take swift action to
create a private sector driven health insurance marketplace in order to avoid a federally
mandated system,” said Morgan.
 
“The ramifications of this decision are not yet completely known, but we believe this change
will erode the quality of care Oklahomans have come to expect and ultimately increase costs
for all Americans.”
 

# # #
 
About the State Chamber of Oklahoma
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A non-profit organization representing more than 2,000 Oklahoma businesses and 400,000
employees, the State Chamber of Oklahoma is the unified voice of business at the legislative
level. For more information, visit www.okstatechamber.com.
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State Chamber President Comments on Supreme Court Health Care Law
Ruling

 
State Chamber President Fred Morgan comments on today’s U.S. Supreme Court decision,
which upheld the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) health care law
by affirming the federal government’s ability to tax and penalize an individual for not
purchasing health insurance. The individual mandate section of law is anticipated go into full
effect in January of 2014 and is designed to require all citizens, with very few exceptions, to
purchase health insurance or be taxed by the federal government. 
 
“We are extremely disappointed in this decision. This is exactly what we feared when we
formed the Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition last year to help support
an Oklahoma-based solution to the federal exchange mandate in the ACA. We now face a
situation where a health insurance exchange crafted by bureaucrats in Washington, D.C. will
now be forced upon Oklahomans. We cannot let this happen and must take swift action to
create a private sector driven health insurance marketplace in order to avoid a federally
mandated system,” said Morgan.
 
“The ramifications of this decision are not yet completely known, but we believe this change
will erode the quality of care Oklahomans have come to expect and ultimately increase costs
for all Americans.”
 

# # #
 
About the State Chamber of Oklahoma
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A non-profit organization representing more than 2,000 Oklahoma businesses and 400,000
employees, the State Chamber of Oklahoma is the unified voice of business at the legislative
level. For more information, visit www.okstatechamber.com.
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: State Chamber: "We Will Be Changing the Way We Distribute Money Next Year"
Date: Sunday, June 10, 2012 5:29:36 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

  
 
  

 
Oklahoma Guardian Update

 
Most of the first issue has been delivered as of today.   
Plenty of volunteers stepped up to roll and wrap the
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okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

papers and even more stepped up to distribute them.   We
sorted out our voter vault for Cleveland County and parts
of McClain and Pottawatomie County into the most
frequent voters then dropped the excel spreadsheet into a
mapping program that showed each address as a red dot
on the map when you zoomed in and gave large red dots
with the number of frequent voters when the map was
zoomed out.    Once we knew where the concentrations of
frequent voters were we saturated the area with
newspapers, frequent voters and their neighbors alike.
 
I learned a new sound, the “thwap” that a newspaper
makes when it lands on a concrete driveway.  It is a
lovely sound because it reminded me that each
newspaper thrown was a slap across the face of a bad
politician, a pat on the back of a good politician or
candidate, and another voter that has a shot at
awakening from the political coma that many of us were
in prior to 2009.  We learned that one person could throw
between 300 and 700 papers per hour depending on the
density of the homes.   I usually worked alone so I would
do one side of the street and turn around at the end and
do the other side.  Many times I would see people stop to
get their mail or walking out to see what we had
delivered, watching them pick up the newspaper and start
unwrapping it as they walked back to their homes.
 
We have sixteen days before the primary on June 26th.  
Sixteen days to make a difference by exposing some bad
voting records and defeating some bad politicians.   Ad
sales are slow but there is enough as long as donations
continue to come in to cover the difference between costs
and advertising income.   When you look at an established
paper like the Oklahoma Constitution there aren’t a lot of
ads, less than a half dozen in the last issue, and since we
aren’t planning on developing a repeat territory to cover
again and again it is going to take a certain type of
advertiser to support the newspaper.  But we have a start
and it will grow.
 
The next issue will go to print early next week.   Here is
the first page but we are still adding stories on Kevin
McDougal who is running against Senator Brian Crain and
Louis Jacobs who is running against Rep. Weldon
Watson.   I don’t think that we are going to have the time
or the advertisers to fund dropping copies in those two
districts but the candidates can at least use the stories in
their campaign literature and websites.
 
 
The  issue after that will be Edmond where we will
hammer Rep Marion Cooksey and Senator Clark Jolley on
their horrible voting records.   High Noon Club leader Bob
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 

Dani and Pastor Paul Blair are campaigning hard to defeat
the two incumbents but they need our help as the State
Chamber is pouring untold amounts of money into the
RINO incumbent’s campaign chests.
 
And if more donations come in or if advertising picks up
we should be able to do one, maybe two more issues into
either Ada, Northwest OKC, or the Midwest City area.  Rep
Todd Thompson, Gary Banz, and Guy Liebmann all have
good challengers that can win if we all pitch in money and
help wrap and distribute the newspapers.
 
But, remember that we don’t have to win a single race to
be successful, the political pain and embarrassment of
seeing their slimy voting record exposed is enough to turn
around many of the bad politicians and encourage those
legislators that are sitting on the fence to stand up and
represent Oklahoma values.  They are afraid, they are
anxious, they are working harder than ever to survive,
and spending time away from their families all the while
selling more and more of their soul and integrity to the
State Chamber money men.  Even the State Chamber is
getting the message after the loss of the bond issues at
the end of the legislative session, enough so that they are
telling legislators that they are going to change the way
they distribute money next year.  Citizen activists can beat
corporate donations any time and the politicians
understand this too well which is why you saw the bond
issues defeated, the desperate attempt to put an second
ALAC bill through the Senate, and why Open Carry passed
this year.
 

Action Alert
  
We are going to need a lot of volunteers to help roll,
wrap, and distribute newspapers in the next two weeks so
please email or call to get connected.  We need people in
Oklahoma City and Tulsa and anyone that can travel to
help out.
  
We also need as much money as you can give to print
more copies of the paper for distribution.   A nickel will
cover the cost of educating one voter as there are usually
two or more voters at each frequent voter house.  Take
your spare change down to the bank or to a Coin Star
machine and cash it in if that is all you can do but donate
now.   It will be another two years before we will have the
chance to defeat so many bad politicians for so little cost.
  
Advertise with us if you have a business, the cost is 100%
tax deductable unlike a political donation which is
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 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

generally not other than a few hundred dollars, and the
ads will increase your business and brand name
awareness.  We can help make the ad, just get in touch
ASAP to make the printing deadlines.  We will work with
new advertisers on the pricing and the advertising will
bring in new business.
 
Email us at soonerteaparty@gmail.com      or call 405-
412-6233   
 Send paypal donations using soonerteaparty@gmail.com
You can mail checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, Ok, 73127
 

 

 
 

Liberal Glen Mulready Rejected by
Local, State, and National Republican

Groups
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RINO Republican Representative Glen Mulready, the father
of the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange
bill, continues to lose the support of Republicans during
his effort to reclaim his House seat on June 26th.    
Despite fundraising help from Speaker Designate
Representative TW Shannon and Governor Mary Fallin,
Representative Mulready lost the endorsement vote by
several prominent Republican groups.  His opponent,
Darren Gantz, was endorsed on Saturday by the Tulsa
Area Republican Assembly, the Oklahoma Republican
Assembly, and the National Federation Republican
Assembly.
 
Help put this liberal Republican back to work for Blue
Cross/Blue Sheild by pitching in with Darren Gantz the
next two weeks or volunteer to help us distribute the
newspaper in his district in the next week to ten days.

 
 

 
 

Governor Fallin Has a Gas Problem
  

By Ms PM
 

No, the Governor’s staff hasn’t started calling her stinky
Mary yet but a different kind of stench is permeating 23rd

& Lincoln lately.   Last year, upon hearing different stories
in the news about the abuse of eminent domain, I became
concerned for Oklahomans. The research took me to an
article where Governor Mary Fallin had signed off on SB
124. You can read the bill here.   Look for the menu tab
that says versions
 
SB 124 makes wind turbine companies unable to acquire
private land through eminent domain. After reading the
bill I wondered why this bill only pertained to wind
turbines. 
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The article covering the bill Governor Fallin signed can be
read here.
 
  
In this article,  DCP Midstream is seeking eminent domain
lawsuits against landowners in the northeast part of the
county to build their natural gas pipeline.
 
In this article,  there are a couple of land owners that
have something to say about the strong arm tactics DCP
Midstream is using.
 
Joe Freund lives on 40 acres of forestland about a mile
east of Arcadia and states that DCP Midstream offered
him $8,000 for almost 6 acres cut through the middle of
his property. Freund states he did not cut any more trees
than necessary to build his house and barn. "We even
brought in 36 trees from our previous residence in
Edmond." Joe also states that some of the trees to be cut
down are over 100 years old.
 
Harold Westermier understands that eminent domain is
necessary but the pipeline is detrimental to his long term
plans he has had for his property which he has owned
since the mid 60's. He may want to develop his land and
had only asked that the pipeline lay at the edge of his
property line instead of a 1,700 foot diagonal right
through. 
 
I had called the Governor’s office over a year ago after my
initial findings regarding wind turbine companies as the
only ones not being able to use eminent domain. I asked
why, and with all reasonable questions, I didn't get an
answer and was told the issue would have to be
researched and the findings would be mailed to me. I did
get the packet of useless documents mailed with taxpayer
money, which took two weeks to arrive and then ended
up in the garbage can because the answer to a very
simple question was nowhere to be found. Because of the
skepticism I have acquired after numerous dealing with
Oklahoma government, I knew there was a reason the
Governor only stipulated wind turbine companies as the
ones who could not enforce eminent domain, and now I
know why.
 
Instead of going to bat for the citizens, Governor Fallin
has once again, pretended she is doing a great deed by
standing up for SB 124 in hope of citizens being pacified
into thinking she is protecting Oklahoma land owners. In
my mind she had to have known what was coming or at
the least, something may come and she wanted her
options open allowing her to play both sides, something
government has mastered over the years. I say this
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because of the on-going issue, as an example, with the
water rights between the tribes and the state. The same
tactics are being used again. The water issue was covered
in a previous story and the insight I had then came to be
true when the state pitted the citizens against the tribes,
as I had predicted.
 
Governor Fallin has left a way out for her to act as if she
still walks on water by touting her accomplishment of
protecting the citizens against eminent domain lawsuits.
She will not stand up to the oil and gas companies by
working with the citizens to pass a law that states they
must follow the perimeter property line of land owned by
citizens. This would allow the swath at the edge of their
property instead of being cut through the middle. This
scenario would cut into the pockets of DC Midstream along
with any funding to Governor Fallin later in her political
career.
 
This approach would be a win-win situation, the pipeline
would be laid and property owners would have to allow
the most unobtrusive route. As it stands, property owners
must allow pipeline workers access and what was once a
private yard, in some instances, will no longer be the
case.
 
The governor could be seen in a positive light instead of
another mark on her dismal record. You can bet money is
involved and sometime in the future she will be paid off
for her greedy deeds, this is the way she operates. If
there is anyone out there that thinks government will take
care of you, you are sadly mistaken. Governor Fallin is not
what Oklahoma needs, she could be, but as long as her
main objective is to spend her time plotting the deception
against Oklahomans, hoping not to be found out and
being paid off by multi-million dollar company's, this is
what we will continue to get. These corrupt tactics are
what she has used in the past, continues to use now and
will be her agenda in the future.

 
Are you in the path?  
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State Chamber Plans on Bullying

Judges
  
   

Last week Sallisaw Representative John Bennett laid into
the State Chamber of Commerce for their plan to begin
intimidating judges with their new judicial rating system
set up by their new Oklahoma Civil Justice Council.  In a
press release John Bennett called on State Chamber CEO
Fred Morgan to disclose who is paying for the new
council:

 
“As a state representative, I completely respect the State
Chamber’s attempt to voice their opinion about legislation
that is being considered,” said Bennett. “Because the
State Legislature is the proper avenue for outside groups
to have their voices heard. However, I am outraged that
any group is attempting to bully the independent judiciary
here in Oklahoma, including the State Chamber’s
Oklahoma Civil Justice Council.”

When asked why Bennett was opposed to the State
Chamber’s judicial rating system, he replied:
 
 “The Appellate and Supreme Court justices have one
litmus test when deciding cases: Is it Constitutional?
Whether it’s pro-Chamber or anti-Chamber is not how our
judges should be deciding law. That’s why I'm calling on
Fred Morgan to release all information behind the
Oklahoma Civil Justice Council. Who is really behind this
and how much have they poured into this bully
organization?”

Bennett continued:
 
 “And I call on all business owners who are members of

40266



the Chamber of Commerce to contact Fred Morgan and let
him know that bullying judges is not the right way to
influence legislation.” 

John Bennett has been a great Representative the last two
years and he is number one on the State Chamber's Most
Wanted List so his opponent has recieved thousands and
thousands of corportate donations.   John could use all the
help he could get, both money and people willing to go
knock on doors or deliver his flyers.

The Sooner Tea Party helped John get elected and he
stood tall and principled through a lot of heat.  The man is
a patriot, won't sell his vote, and will become stronger the
longer he stays at the Capitol.   Understand that if we lose
as few as three seats to the RINO then the House Speaker
Designate race can be undone and a RINO Chamber Rat
will take control of the House.

You can contact John or donate through his website but
hurry as he faces a RINO Republican opponent in the
upcoming June 26th primary

 

Your First Amendment
Rights Can be Terminated

 
One of the complete shocks in politics was the number of
police officers and former police officers that are
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adamantly opposed to increased police powers and for our
2nd Amendment rights.   Like most people I rarely had
contact with the police and the few I knew personally I
had assumed were “different” as they thought like I do on
a lot of issues.   I hate to admit it but I had bought into
the liberal/progressive B.S. that cops were out to protect
themselves at all costs and damn the public.
 
Then I started meeting more and more police officers and
former police officers that were hard core
constitutionalists and my views completely changed on
cops.  Sure there are some bad apples just like there are
bad apples in all professions but I’m finding that more are
just trying to do a tough job, go home alive at the end of
the day, and keep the human trash from harming the rest
of us.
 
Dave Bell, one of the retired officers that I have met in
politics sent me this link this week with the headline “More
Thug Cops!”. Dave is running for Senate up in North
Tulsa, has an easy race until late fall when he has to face
Democrat Representative Jabar Shumate or former Tulsa
City Councilman Green Williams in a General election. 
Dave supports police officers of course but he also
demands that the bad ones get culled out and pay for any
crimes they commit.
 
The video shows a Chicago police officer hassling camera
men trying to do their job and report the news.  What is
worse is that the cop is a black man, and one would think
that if anyone had some sense of where brutal police
tactics lead it would be a black man.     
 
 Oklahoma is a single consent state meaning that as long
as one person in the audio or video knows that the
conservation is being recorded then it is legal to record
the event but there have been problems with police
harrassing and even arresting citizen activists for filming
or recording.
 
Authority goes to people’s heads and without someone
watching the watchers we will find that basic human
nature will lead rational people to do ill rational things.  
Like it or not tyranny is inside all of us and we must be
vigilant to constantly push back against this sort of
behavior.
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2012 RINO Index Survey

  
The end of the legislative session was May 25th so it is
time to begin picking bills for the 2012 RINO Index.    The
RINO Index was born after OCPAC leader Charlie
Meadows failed to include a half dozen major bills into the
2011 Conservative Index published by the Oklahoma
Constitution.  
 
Charlie has two major flaws that make him a poor choice
for being the final say on what bills are chosen and yes, I
know they “vote” on the bills but as a leader Charlie had
the responsibility of making sure that the most important
bills were on the list.   
 
Charlie’s first major flaw is that he believes that God put
the politicians over us and therefore he should limit his
action to chiding and cajoling to nudge them back into
representing Oklahoma values.  
 
Second, Charlie would stand on his head naked in front of
the Capitol before he would allow Representative Jason
Murphy to make less than 100% on the Conservative
Index.    Murphy is a fine legislator, don’t get me wrong
on this, but he doesn’t always vote the right way and
usually it is when he needs to continue to claim
“moderate” status.
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A perfect example of this is SB 1969 which abolished the
Board of Investors of the EDGE (Economic Development
Generating Excellence) Fund and the EDGE Fund Policy
Board.  We are not defending the EDGE legislation, it was
a bad idea but what the RINOs did with it this year was
worse than the program itself. 
 
SB 1969 directs the State Treasurer to transfer interest
from the $156,900,000.00 EDGE fund into the Quick
Action Closing Fund, Governor Mary Fallin’s slush fund for
bribing businesses. Recent earnings projections from the
EDGE Fund indicate earnings may approach $7,200,000
based in FY-12 certified estimates.
 
The principal of any investments made prior to July 1,
2012, and maturing or otherwise available for expenditure
on or after July 1, 2012 will be deposited to the State
Regents Endowment Trust Fund.   That is 157 million
dollars sunk into a investment rat hole drawing interest to
pay college professors more money.    More taxpayer
money that is gone forever with zero legislative oversight
on how the cash is spent.  Far better that that 157 million
dollars be returned to the taxpayers and let the
universities justify their needs to the legislature or earn
their money from tuition.
 
The EDGE fund was pretty much used for high tech
companies that came out of university studies, funding
development of private patents that university professors
took out on work they performed while being paid by the
taxpayers and using taxpayer funded equipment and
laboratories.  It was a horrible idea but sweeping over
$164,000,000.00 into a corporate welfare slush fund and
the endowed chair trust fund is even worse.
 
What was worse was that Rep Murphey didn’t support the
effort to use that money to pay for repairing the Capitol
buildings.   He did help defeat HB 3156, the
$200,000,000.00 bond issue that was to be used to repair
the capitol but not once did he stand up in debate and
argue against HB 3156.
 
HB 3156 points out the dire need for the RINO Index.  
Watching the video of the debate on HB 3156 is like Alice
in Wonderland, everything is upside down and
backwards.   If you watch the video of the debate on the
bill you will see Democrats standing with conservative
Republicans fighting to kill the borrowing of .2 billion
dollars that our kids and grandkids would have to repay. 
House Minority Leader Scot Inman, a Democrat, stands up
and asks why we would pay 130 million dollars in bond
fees and interest for a 200 million dollar project when we
have the money already in the bank. 
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Inman goes on to list a huge list of Oklahoma government
agencies that could be funded for a year just from the
230 million dollars we pay each year on our 11 to 13
billion state debt.
 
Watch the video, use this link and choose the Video tab
on the menu bar.
 
You get to see Representative Reynolds pointing out that
the bond issue is unconstitutional and he reads the
relevant sections of the Oklahoma Constitution that state a
bond debt must be less than 25 years and must be
submitted to a vote of the people.
 
HB 3156 does go down but there were 15 legislators that
voted for the bill despite knowing that it was absolutely
unconstitutional as well as bad fiscal responsibility.   The
voting record is missing (not an uncommon occurrence on
controversial bills) but from watching the videos and
looking at the committee vote we can guess who most of
the 15 were.
 
The 15 miscreants appear to be Don Armes, Lisa Billy,
Brown, Doug Cox, David Dank, Lee Denney, Dale Dewitt,
Guy Liebmann, Scott Martin, Jason Nelson, Ron Peters,
Earl Sears, and Speaker Kris Steele  as all voted for this
unconstitutional bill either in committee or on the House
floor.   Randy Grau is a possible suspect from his debate
on the bill and Skye McNiel is almost a certain pick,
basically all of Republican House leadership.
 
Now why would Republican House leadership  vote to put
the state in debt to the tune of .2 billion dollars when they
had cash sitting in the bank?  Because of the special
interests that bought and paid for their elections that
want to be able to sell the profitable bond issues and rake
in enormous fees and lucrative interest rates for their
clients and their own investment portfolios.
 
So SB 1969 and HB 3156 are certainly going to be on the
2012 RINO Index.  Another one that looks promising is
JCR SB1984 which is authorizing the Tax Commission to
close businesses under certain circumstances.  Another
possibility is SB1983 that raises vehicle taxes by limiting
circumstances where tags might be purchased late.  Two
other picks,  SB 1989 is the POP museum in Tulsa, and SB
1990 the American Indian Cultural Center that is rotting
away Southeast of Downtown OKC.     And lastly SB 327
that was to make sheriff race non partisan, something
being pushed by incumbent Sheriff Whetsel in a desperate
move to escape the Democrat label that has sunk so many
politicians since 2010
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The RINOs are desperate to stay in power.  We don’t
need to protect any legislators or sugar coat anything, let
them stand tall or slink away based on their voting
record.   Another much needed point is to split the House
and Senate votes, not using one bill that had both House
and Senate votes cast or recorded.  Instead we pick out
votes by going through the almost 1,000 bills filed this
year to find the good and the ugly votes that draw a clear
line between those good legislators that represent their
constituents and those legislators that support the special
interests that have bought and paid for their souls.
 
We welcome suggestions from both the public and
legislators on both sides of the isle.   Our goal is to have
the 2012 Index completed and published before the June
26th primary election so get those submissions in quickly
along with a link to the voting record and a paragraph or
two on why the bill should be in the RINO Index.
 
 
 

 
Not a Shy One, Paul Blair Speaks

Out
By R. H.

 
The voters of Senate district 41 will have a choice this
year between the incumbent who claims to be a
conservative, and a challenger who is a true conservative.
 
Paul Blair was an offensive Lineman for the Oklahoma
State University Cowboys. He went on to play for several
years in the NFL for the Chicago Bears. After his career in
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the NFL was over, he returned to Edmond to run a
business and to become a Pastor for a local church.
 
During the contentious debate over gay rights legislation,
Pastor Blair was at the forefront of the opposition to the
legislation. His visible opposition, stemming from his deep
religious background, became the ire of the pro-gay rights
radical and violent retaliation. Death threats were made to
the Pastor. 
 
Paul Blair interviewed with me for this story and his
answers were the most direct that I have received yet.
 
Q. If the majority of your constituents want you to vote
for a bill that is unconstitutional, what would you do? A. I
would vote NO. I have to follow the Constitution. I would
then have to explain to my constituents why I voted the
way I did. The only way a person should vote is by
following the rule of law.
 
Q. Would you vote for a bill from someone else in order
for them to help you pass your bill, knowing that it would
be a bad vote? A. No. A bill should be able to stand alone.
Trading votes like that is the reason we’re in the mess
we’re in.
 
Q. You are paid per diem and part of your travel along
that same route would be for your personal visit
somewhere, how would you handle that? A. I would not
collect per diem. I chose to run for this office. I knew that
there would be travel to and from my home to the capital.
I would choose to pay for it myself. Now if state business
took me someplace other than the capital, then I would
collect per diem.
 
Q. If your vote, either for or against a bill was
controversial and you would get flak from your
constituents, would you just not vote? A. You know my
record. You know that I would vote. That’s the problem
now. Too many legislators are afraid to make a vote. Not
casting a vote is the reason we get too many bad laws.
 
Q. Are there any instances where you would put a bill
together knowing it will not pass, just to say to your
constituents, “well, I tried.” ? Explain why or why not. A.
No. If a bill is submitted it should have a reasonable
chance of passing and stand for a substantive change.
 
Q. Do you think it’s okay to get  mandatory pay raises,
health insurance and a retirement package all paid for by
taxpayers? A. No. I have two jobs now. What do I need
with an additional insurance and retirement package? I
can understand the paycheck, but the pay raise should
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not be automatic.
 
Q. Will you be a career politician? A. No. In fact if I am
elected and am challenged by an individual who is more
conservative than I am, I will vote for them.
 
Q. What is your definition of Public Servant? A. An
individual who has the desire to serve the public not just
the desire to serve special interest groups.
 
Q. What are your thoughts on the NDAA? What would you
do to stop it. A. The NDAA s unconstitutional. I would
work for legislation invoking the states 10th Amendment
rights to stop enforcement of NDAA.
 
Q. Do you believe that every Senator’s bill deserves to be
heard in committee? A. Yes. All bills deserve consideration
at the committee level.
 
Q. Do you believe the President Pro tem should have the
power to decide which bills would be heard on the Senate
floor? Why or why not? A. No. If a bill comes out of
committee and is recommended by the committee for
approval, then it obviously has merit and is deserving of
review by the entire Senate.
 
Q. As an elected official, is your loyalty to the President
Pro-tem, the Party, the State Chamber of Commerce or
the people who you represent? Explain your answer. A.
Without doubt the people I represent. They sent me here
to do a job and I intend to do the job to the best of my
ability within the Constitution of the United States of
America and the State of Oklahoma.
 
Pastor Blair is without doubt one of the most conservative
candidates I have interviewed. He’s in a tough fight and
could use some help. If you have some time contact him
at his website There’s a good comparison between him
and Senator Jolley on his home page.
  
  
Here are all the House members in two fifty
member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in
your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who
else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in
one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state
Senator?   Click here to find out  
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Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before
forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone
from taking you off our list!  Use our forward
this email link at the top of the newsletter to
prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs,
postage, sign materials, and robo call costs. 
We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our
very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so
we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner
Tea party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma
City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and
use the Paypal donation button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: State Chamber: "We Will Be Changing the Way We Distribute Money Next Year"
Date: Sunday, June 10, 2012 5:29:41 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

  
 
  

 
Oklahoma Guardian Update

 
Most of the first issue has been delivered as of today.   
Plenty of volunteers stepped up to roll and wrap the
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okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

papers and even more stepped up to distribute them.   We
sorted out our voter vault for Cleveland County and parts
of McClain and Pottawatomie County into the most
frequent voters then dropped the excel spreadsheet into a
mapping program that showed each address as a red dot
on the map when you zoomed in and gave large red dots
with the number of frequent voters when the map was
zoomed out.    Once we knew where the concentrations of
frequent voters were we saturated the area with
newspapers, frequent voters and their neighbors alike.
 
I learned a new sound, the “thwap” that a newspaper
makes when it lands on a concrete driveway.  It is a
lovely sound because it reminded me that each
newspaper thrown was a slap across the face of a bad
politician, a pat on the back of a good politician or
candidate, and another voter that has a shot at
awakening from the political coma that many of us were
in prior to 2009.  We learned that one person could throw
between 300 and 700 papers per hour depending on the
density of the homes.   I usually worked alone so I would
do one side of the street and turn around at the end and
do the other side.  Many times I would see people stop to
get their mail or walking out to see what we had
delivered, watching them pick up the newspaper and start
unwrapping it as they walked back to their homes.
 
We have sixteen days before the primary on June 26th.  
Sixteen days to make a difference by exposing some bad
voting records and defeating some bad politicians.   Ad
sales are slow but there is enough as long as donations
continue to come in to cover the difference between costs
and advertising income.   When you look at an established
paper like the Oklahoma Constitution there aren’t a lot of
ads, less than a half dozen in the last issue, and since we
aren’t planning on developing a repeat territory to cover
again and again it is going to take a certain type of
advertiser to support the newspaper.  But we have a start
and it will grow.
 
The next issue will go to print early next week.   Here is
the first page but we are still adding stories on Kevin
McDougal who is running against Senator Brian Crain and
Louis Jacobs who is running against Rep. Weldon
Watson.   I don’t think that we are going to have the time
or the advertisers to fund dropping copies in those two
districts but the candidates can at least use the stories in
their campaign literature and websites.
 
 
The  issue after that will be Edmond where we will
hammer Rep Marion Cooksey and Senator Clark Jolley on
their horrible voting records.   High Noon Club leader Bob
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 

Dani and Pastor Paul Blair are campaigning hard to defeat
the two incumbents but they need our help as the State
Chamber is pouring untold amounts of money into the
RINO incumbent’s campaign chests.
 
And if more donations come in or if advertising picks up
we should be able to do one, maybe two more issues into
either Ada, Northwest OKC, or the Midwest City area.  Rep
Todd Thompson, Gary Banz, and Guy Liebmann all have
good challengers that can win if we all pitch in money and
help wrap and distribute the newspapers.
 
But, remember that we don’t have to win a single race to
be successful, the political pain and embarrassment of
seeing their slimy voting record exposed is enough to turn
around many of the bad politicians and encourage those
legislators that are sitting on the fence to stand up and
represent Oklahoma values.  They are afraid, they are
anxious, they are working harder than ever to survive,
and spending time away from their families all the while
selling more and more of their soul and integrity to the
State Chamber money men.  Even the State Chamber is
getting the message after the loss of the bond issues at
the end of the legislative session, enough so that they are
telling legislators that they are going to change the way
they distribute money next year.  Citizen activists can beat
corporate donations any time and the politicians
understand this too well which is why you saw the bond
issues defeated, the desperate attempt to put an second
ALAC bill through the Senate, and why Open Carry passed
this year.
 

Action Alert
  
We are going to need a lot of volunteers to help roll,
wrap, and distribute newspapers in the next two weeks so
please email or call to get connected.  We need people in
Oklahoma City and Tulsa and anyone that can travel to
help out.
  
We also need as much money as you can give to print
more copies of the paper for distribution.   A nickel will
cover the cost of educating one voter as there are usually
two or more voters at each frequent voter house.  Take
your spare change down to the bank or to a Coin Star
machine and cash it in if that is all you can do but donate
now.   It will be another two years before we will have the
chance to defeat so many bad politicians for so little cost.
  
Advertise with us if you have a business, the cost is 100%
tax deductable unlike a political donation which is
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 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

generally not other than a few hundred dollars, and the
ads will increase your business and brand name
awareness.  We can help make the ad, just get in touch
ASAP to make the printing deadlines.  We will work with
new advertisers on the pricing and the advertising will
bring in new business.
 
Email us at soonerteaparty@gmail.com      or call 405-
412-6233   
 Send paypal donations using soonerteaparty@gmail.com
You can mail checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, Ok, 73127
 

 

 
 

Liberal Glen Mulready Rejected by
Local, State, and National Republican

Groups
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RINO Republican Representative Glen Mulready, the father
of the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange
bill, continues to lose the support of Republicans during
his effort to reclaim his House seat on June 26th.    
Despite fundraising help from Speaker Designate
Representative TW Shannon and Governor Mary Fallin,
Representative Mulready lost the endorsement vote by
several prominent Republican groups.  His opponent,
Darren Gantz, was endorsed on Saturday by the Tulsa
Area Republican Assembly, the Oklahoma Republican
Assembly, and the National Federation Republican
Assembly.
 
Help put this liberal Republican back to work for Blue
Cross/Blue Sheild by pitching in with Darren Gantz the
next two weeks or volunteer to help us distribute the
newspaper in his district in the next week to ten days.

 
 

 
 

Governor Fallin Has a Gas Problem
  

By Ms PM
 

No, the Governor’s staff hasn’t started calling her stinky
Mary yet but a different kind of stench is permeating 23rd

& Lincoln lately.   Last year, upon hearing different stories
in the news about the abuse of eminent domain, I became
concerned for Oklahomans. The research took me to an
article where Governor Mary Fallin had signed off on SB
124. You can read the bill here.   Look for the menu tab
that says versions
 
SB 124 makes wind turbine companies unable to acquire
private land through eminent domain. After reading the
bill I wondered why this bill only pertained to wind
turbines. 
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The article covering the bill Governor Fallin signed can be
read here.
 
  
In this article,  DCP Midstream is seeking eminent domain
lawsuits against landowners in the northeast part of the
county to build their natural gas pipeline.
 
In this article,  there are a couple of land owners that
have something to say about the strong arm tactics DCP
Midstream is using.
 
Joe Freund lives on 40 acres of forestland about a mile
east of Arcadia and states that DCP Midstream offered
him $8,000 for almost 6 acres cut through the middle of
his property. Freund states he did not cut any more trees
than necessary to build his house and barn. "We even
brought in 36 trees from our previous residence in
Edmond." Joe also states that some of the trees to be cut
down are over 100 years old.
 
Harold Westermier understands that eminent domain is
necessary but the pipeline is detrimental to his long term
plans he has had for his property which he has owned
since the mid 60's. He may want to develop his land and
had only asked that the pipeline lay at the edge of his
property line instead of a 1,700 foot diagonal right
through. 
 
I had called the Governor’s office over a year ago after my
initial findings regarding wind turbine companies as the
only ones not being able to use eminent domain. I asked
why, and with all reasonable questions, I didn't get an
answer and was told the issue would have to be
researched and the findings would be mailed to me. I did
get the packet of useless documents mailed with taxpayer
money, which took two weeks to arrive and then ended
up in the garbage can because the answer to a very
simple question was nowhere to be found. Because of the
skepticism I have acquired after numerous dealing with
Oklahoma government, I knew there was a reason the
Governor only stipulated wind turbine companies as the
ones who could not enforce eminent domain, and now I
know why.
 
Instead of going to bat for the citizens, Governor Fallin
has once again, pretended she is doing a great deed by
standing up for SB 124 in hope of citizens being pacified
into thinking she is protecting Oklahoma land owners. In
my mind she had to have known what was coming or at
the least, something may come and she wanted her
options open allowing her to play both sides, something
government has mastered over the years. I say this
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because of the on-going issue, as an example, with the
water rights between the tribes and the state. The same
tactics are being used again. The water issue was covered
in a previous story and the insight I had then came to be
true when the state pitted the citizens against the tribes,
as I had predicted.
 
Governor Fallin has left a way out for her to act as if she
still walks on water by touting her accomplishment of
protecting the citizens against eminent domain lawsuits.
She will not stand up to the oil and gas companies by
working with the citizens to pass a law that states they
must follow the perimeter property line of land owned by
citizens. This would allow the swath at the edge of their
property instead of being cut through the middle. This
scenario would cut into the pockets of DC Midstream along
with any funding to Governor Fallin later in her political
career.
 
This approach would be a win-win situation, the pipeline
would be laid and property owners would have to allow
the most unobtrusive route. As it stands, property owners
must allow pipeline workers access and what was once a
private yard, in some instances, will no longer be the
case.
 
The governor could be seen in a positive light instead of
another mark on her dismal record. You can bet money is
involved and sometime in the future she will be paid off
for her greedy deeds, this is the way she operates. If
there is anyone out there that thinks government will take
care of you, you are sadly mistaken. Governor Fallin is not
what Oklahoma needs, she could be, but as long as her
main objective is to spend her time plotting the deception
against Oklahomans, hoping not to be found out and
being paid off by multi-million dollar company's, this is
what we will continue to get. These corrupt tactics are
what she has used in the past, continues to use now and
will be her agenda in the future.

 
Are you in the path?  
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State Chamber Plans on Bullying

Judges
  
   

Last week Sallisaw Representative John Bennett laid into
the State Chamber of Commerce for their plan to begin
intimidating judges with their new judicial rating system
set up by their new Oklahoma Civil Justice Council.  In a
press release John Bennett called on State Chamber CEO
Fred Morgan to disclose who is paying for the new
council:

 
“As a state representative, I completely respect the State
Chamber’s attempt to voice their opinion about legislation
that is being considered,” said Bennett. “Because the
State Legislature is the proper avenue for outside groups
to have their voices heard. However, I am outraged that
any group is attempting to bully the independent judiciary
here in Oklahoma, including the State Chamber’s
Oklahoma Civil Justice Council.”

When asked why Bennett was opposed to the State
Chamber’s judicial rating system, he replied:
 
 “The Appellate and Supreme Court justices have one
litmus test when deciding cases: Is it Constitutional?
Whether it’s pro-Chamber or anti-Chamber is not how our
judges should be deciding law. That’s why I'm calling on
Fred Morgan to release all information behind the
Oklahoma Civil Justice Council. Who is really behind this
and how much have they poured into this bully
organization?”

Bennett continued:
 
 “And I call on all business owners who are members of
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the Chamber of Commerce to contact Fred Morgan and let
him know that bullying judges is not the right way to
influence legislation.” 

John Bennett has been a great Representative the last two
years and he is number one on the State Chamber's Most
Wanted List so his opponent has recieved thousands and
thousands of corportate donations.   John could use all the
help he could get, both money and people willing to go
knock on doors or deliver his flyers.

The Sooner Tea Party helped John get elected and he
stood tall and principled through a lot of heat.  The man is
a patriot, won't sell his vote, and will become stronger the
longer he stays at the Capitol.   Understand that if we lose
as few as three seats to the RINO then the House Speaker
Designate race can be undone and a RINO Chamber Rat
will take control of the House.

You can contact John or donate through his website but
hurry as he faces a RINO Republican opponent in the
upcoming June 26th primary

 

Your First Amendment
Rights Can be Terminated

 
One of the complete shocks in politics was the number of
police officers and former police officers that are
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adamantly opposed to increased police powers and for our
2nd Amendment rights.   Like most people I rarely had
contact with the police and the few I knew personally I
had assumed were “different” as they thought like I do on
a lot of issues.   I hate to admit it but I had bought into
the liberal/progressive B.S. that cops were out to protect
themselves at all costs and damn the public.
 
Then I started meeting more and more police officers and
former police officers that were hard core
constitutionalists and my views completely changed on
cops.  Sure there are some bad apples just like there are
bad apples in all professions but I’m finding that more are
just trying to do a tough job, go home alive at the end of
the day, and keep the human trash from harming the rest
of us.
 
Dave Bell, one of the retired officers that I have met in
politics sent me this link this week with the headline “More
Thug Cops!”. Dave is running for Senate up in North
Tulsa, has an easy race until late fall when he has to face
Democrat Representative Jabar Shumate or former Tulsa
City Councilman Green Williams in a General election. 
Dave supports police officers of course but he also
demands that the bad ones get culled out and pay for any
crimes they commit.
 
The video shows a Chicago police officer hassling camera
men trying to do their job and report the news.  What is
worse is that the cop is a black man, and one would think
that if anyone had some sense of where brutal police
tactics lead it would be a black man.     
 
 Oklahoma is a single consent state meaning that as long
as one person in the audio or video knows that the
conservation is being recorded then it is legal to record
the event but there have been problems with police
harrassing and even arresting citizen activists for filming
or recording.
 
Authority goes to people’s heads and without someone
watching the watchers we will find that basic human
nature will lead rational people to do ill rational things.  
Like it or not tyranny is inside all of us and we must be
vigilant to constantly push back against this sort of
behavior.
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2012 RINO Index Survey

  
The end of the legislative session was May 25th so it is
time to begin picking bills for the 2012 RINO Index.    The
RINO Index was born after OCPAC leader Charlie
Meadows failed to include a half dozen major bills into the
2011 Conservative Index published by the Oklahoma
Constitution.  
 
Charlie has two major flaws that make him a poor choice
for being the final say on what bills are chosen and yes, I
know they “vote” on the bills but as a leader Charlie had
the responsibility of making sure that the most important
bills were on the list.   
 
Charlie’s first major flaw is that he believes that God put
the politicians over us and therefore he should limit his
action to chiding and cajoling to nudge them back into
representing Oklahoma values.  
 
Second, Charlie would stand on his head naked in front of
the Capitol before he would allow Representative Jason
Murphy to make less than 100% on the Conservative
Index.    Murphy is a fine legislator, don’t get me wrong
on this, but he doesn’t always vote the right way and
usually it is when he needs to continue to claim
“moderate” status.
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A perfect example of this is SB 1969 which abolished the
Board of Investors of the EDGE (Economic Development
Generating Excellence) Fund and the EDGE Fund Policy
Board.  We are not defending the EDGE legislation, it was
a bad idea but what the RINOs did with it this year was
worse than the program itself. 
 
SB 1969 directs the State Treasurer to transfer interest
from the $156,900,000.00 EDGE fund into the Quick
Action Closing Fund, Governor Mary Fallin’s slush fund for
bribing businesses. Recent earnings projections from the
EDGE Fund indicate earnings may approach $7,200,000
based in FY-12 certified estimates.
 
The principal of any investments made prior to July 1,
2012, and maturing or otherwise available for expenditure
on or after July 1, 2012 will be deposited to the State
Regents Endowment Trust Fund.   That is 157 million
dollars sunk into a investment rat hole drawing interest to
pay college professors more money.    More taxpayer
money that is gone forever with zero legislative oversight
on how the cash is spent.  Far better that that 157 million
dollars be returned to the taxpayers and let the
universities justify their needs to the legislature or earn
their money from tuition.
 
The EDGE fund was pretty much used for high tech
companies that came out of university studies, funding
development of private patents that university professors
took out on work they performed while being paid by the
taxpayers and using taxpayer funded equipment and
laboratories.  It was a horrible idea but sweeping over
$164,000,000.00 into a corporate welfare slush fund and
the endowed chair trust fund is even worse.
 
What was worse was that Rep Murphey didn’t support the
effort to use that money to pay for repairing the Capitol
buildings.   He did help defeat HB 3156, the
$200,000,000.00 bond issue that was to be used to repair
the capitol but not once did he stand up in debate and
argue against HB 3156.
 
HB 3156 points out the dire need for the RINO Index.  
Watching the video of the debate on HB 3156 is like Alice
in Wonderland, everything is upside down and
backwards.   If you watch the video of the debate on the
bill you will see Democrats standing with conservative
Republicans fighting to kill the borrowing of .2 billion
dollars that our kids and grandkids would have to repay. 
House Minority Leader Scot Inman, a Democrat, stands up
and asks why we would pay 130 million dollars in bond
fees and interest for a 200 million dollar project when we
have the money already in the bank. 
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Inman goes on to list a huge list of Oklahoma government
agencies that could be funded for a year just from the
230 million dollars we pay each year on our 11 to 13
billion state debt.
 
Watch the video, use this link and choose the Video tab
on the menu bar.
 
You get to see Representative Reynolds pointing out that
the bond issue is unconstitutional and he reads the
relevant sections of the Oklahoma Constitution that state a
bond debt must be less than 25 years and must be
submitted to a vote of the people.
 
HB 3156 does go down but there were 15 legislators that
voted for the bill despite knowing that it was absolutely
unconstitutional as well as bad fiscal responsibility.   The
voting record is missing (not an uncommon occurrence on
controversial bills) but from watching the videos and
looking at the committee vote we can guess who most of
the 15 were.
 
The 15 miscreants appear to be Don Armes, Lisa Billy,
Brown, Doug Cox, David Dank, Lee Denney, Dale Dewitt,
Guy Liebmann, Scott Martin, Jason Nelson, Ron Peters,
Earl Sears, and Speaker Kris Steele  as all voted for this
unconstitutional bill either in committee or on the House
floor.   Randy Grau is a possible suspect from his debate
on the bill and Skye McNiel is almost a certain pick,
basically all of Republican House leadership.
 
Now why would Republican House leadership  vote to put
the state in debt to the tune of .2 billion dollars when they
had cash sitting in the bank?  Because of the special
interests that bought and paid for their elections that
want to be able to sell the profitable bond issues and rake
in enormous fees and lucrative interest rates for their
clients and their own investment portfolios.
 
So SB 1969 and HB 3156 are certainly going to be on the
2012 RINO Index.  Another one that looks promising is
JCR SB1984 which is authorizing the Tax Commission to
close businesses under certain circumstances.  Another
possibility is SB1983 that raises vehicle taxes by limiting
circumstances where tags might be purchased late.  Two
other picks,  SB 1989 is the POP museum in Tulsa, and SB
1990 the American Indian Cultural Center that is rotting
away Southeast of Downtown OKC.     And lastly SB 327
that was to make sheriff race non partisan, something
being pushed by incumbent Sheriff Whetsel in a desperate
move to escape the Democrat label that has sunk so many
politicians since 2010
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The RINOs are desperate to stay in power.  We don’t
need to protect any legislators or sugar coat anything, let
them stand tall or slink away based on their voting
record.   Another much needed point is to split the House
and Senate votes, not using one bill that had both House
and Senate votes cast or recorded.  Instead we pick out
votes by going through the almost 1,000 bills filed this
year to find the good and the ugly votes that draw a clear
line between those good legislators that represent their
constituents and those legislators that support the special
interests that have bought and paid for their souls.
 
We welcome suggestions from both the public and
legislators on both sides of the isle.   Our goal is to have
the 2012 Index completed and published before the June
26th primary election so get those submissions in quickly
along with a link to the voting record and a paragraph or
two on why the bill should be in the RINO Index.
 
 
 

 
Not a Shy One, Paul Blair Speaks

Out
By R. H.

 
The voters of Senate district 41 will have a choice this
year between the incumbent who claims to be a
conservative, and a challenger who is a true conservative.
 
Paul Blair was an offensive Lineman for the Oklahoma
State University Cowboys. He went on to play for several
years in the NFL for the Chicago Bears. After his career in
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the NFL was over, he returned to Edmond to run a
business and to become a Pastor for a local church.
 
During the contentious debate over gay rights legislation,
Pastor Blair was at the forefront of the opposition to the
legislation. His visible opposition, stemming from his deep
religious background, became the ire of the pro-gay rights
radical and violent retaliation. Death threats were made to
the Pastor. 
 
Paul Blair interviewed with me for this story and his
answers were the most direct that I have received yet.
 
Q. If the majority of your constituents want you to vote
for a bill that is unconstitutional, what would you do? A. I
would vote NO. I have to follow the Constitution. I would
then have to explain to my constituents why I voted the
way I did. The only way a person should vote is by
following the rule of law.
 
Q. Would you vote for a bill from someone else in order
for them to help you pass your bill, knowing that it would
be a bad vote? A. No. A bill should be able to stand alone.
Trading votes like that is the reason we’re in the mess
we’re in.
 
Q. You are paid per diem and part of your travel along
that same route would be for your personal visit
somewhere, how would you handle that? A. I would not
collect per diem. I chose to run for this office. I knew that
there would be travel to and from my home to the capital.
I would choose to pay for it myself. Now if state business
took me someplace other than the capital, then I would
collect per diem.
 
Q. If your vote, either for or against a bill was
controversial and you would get flak from your
constituents, would you just not vote? A. You know my
record. You know that I would vote. That’s the problem
now. Too many legislators are afraid to make a vote. Not
casting a vote is the reason we get too many bad laws.
 
Q. Are there any instances where you would put a bill
together knowing it will not pass, just to say to your
constituents, “well, I tried.” ? Explain why or why not. A.
No. If a bill is submitted it should have a reasonable
chance of passing and stand for a substantive change.
 
Q. Do you think it’s okay to get  mandatory pay raises,
health insurance and a retirement package all paid for by
taxpayers? A. No. I have two jobs now. What do I need
with an additional insurance and retirement package? I
can understand the paycheck, but the pay raise should
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not be automatic.
 
Q. Will you be a career politician? A. No. In fact if I am
elected and am challenged by an individual who is more
conservative than I am, I will vote for them.
 
Q. What is your definition of Public Servant? A. An
individual who has the desire to serve the public not just
the desire to serve special interest groups.
 
Q. What are your thoughts on the NDAA? What would you
do to stop it. A. The NDAA s unconstitutional. I would
work for legislation invoking the states 10th Amendment
rights to stop enforcement of NDAA.
 
Q. Do you believe that every Senator’s bill deserves to be
heard in committee? A. Yes. All bills deserve consideration
at the committee level.
 
Q. Do you believe the President Pro tem should have the
power to decide which bills would be heard on the Senate
floor? Why or why not? A. No. If a bill comes out of
committee and is recommended by the committee for
approval, then it obviously has merit and is deserving of
review by the entire Senate.
 
Q. As an elected official, is your loyalty to the President
Pro-tem, the Party, the State Chamber of Commerce or
the people who you represent? Explain your answer. A.
Without doubt the people I represent. They sent me here
to do a job and I intend to do the job to the best of my
ability within the Constitution of the United States of
America and the State of Oklahoma.
 
Pastor Blair is without doubt one of the most conservative
candidates I have interviewed. He’s in a tough fight and
could use some help. If you have some time contact him
at his website There’s a good comparison between him
and Senator Jolley on his home page.
  
  
Here are all the House members in two fifty
member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in
your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who
else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in
one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state
Senator?   Click here to find out  
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Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before
forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone
from taking you off our list!  Use our forward
this email link at the top of the newsletter to
prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs,
postage, sign materials, and robo call costs. 
We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our
very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so
we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner
Tea party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma
City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and
use the Paypal donation button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act Page 1 of2 

Jump to a Section 

View section titles 

Summary 

View and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 
BeattieS@gao.gov. 
For technical problems, 
emait 
RamirezC@gao.sov 

Progress 

Navigate 

11«11«181>>11»11 

States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Cc 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 

To learn more about completing the questionnaire, printing your responses, and who to contact 
if you have questions, clicl<_~re_ibr be!P. 

Medicaid Expansion 

The following questions ask for your best judgments, based on current information, of the 
implications of Medicaid expansion implementation. Briefly, PPACA requires states to expand 
Medicaid coverage to: 

•lndMduals who were previously inefigible (priman1y childless adults) will be covered up to 133 
percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) beginning in 2014 with eligibirlty based on modified 
gross income (MAGI) and no assets or resource tests. 

•Newly eligible costs: the federal government would be responsible for 100 percent of the cost of 
the newly eligible through 2016 with the state contribution gradually increasing to 1 0 percent by 
2020. 

•Previously covered newly eligible: states that had already covered newly eligible adults up to 
100 percent of the FPL in 2010would see a gradual increase in their federal matching rate for 
these incflviduals with the state share capped at 10 percent by 2020. 

i -~----- Next- ----~I 

Print this Page 

I save&EliltQuestionnaire I 

~-- ~--------~---------- ----- -~~-~------~~-, 
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Slates' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

Jump to a section 

View section titles 

Summary 

V.eN and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

State Budget Cycle 

1. What budget cycle does your state operate on? 

Click one button. 
!e• Annual 
0 BieMial 
C BieMial and Annual 

Page 1 of2 

For questions about this 
study, email: 

BeattieS@gao.gov. 

For technical problems, 
el1lal1: 

Previous I f -- Next ~·· I 

BamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 

[ u~ I 

Navigate 

l!«ll<<ll::]l»ll»!l 

httos://websurvevs.eao.e:ov/ppacasurvey/qpl catch.php 

Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 
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40294



States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act Page 1 of4 

Jump to a Section 

VJeW section titles 

SUmmaJY 

Virm and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
s1udy, email: 
BeattieS@gao.gov. 

For technical problems, 
emaJl: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 

Navigate 

II«II«I[:JI»II»!I 

Costs and Savings From Implementing Medicaid Expansion 

2 To the best of your knowledge, do you think each of the following potential aspects of Medicaid expansion will 
contn'bute a net cost or a net savings to your state's budgets from 2012 through 2014, from 2015 through 2017, < 
from 2018-2020? 

For each aspect of Medicaid expansion implementation, click the one button that best characterizes its impact fo 
2012-2014 taken as a whole, the impact for 2015-2017 taken as a whole, and the impact for 2018-2020 taken as 
whole. 

Administration for managing 
Medicaid enrollment 

Acquisition of new information 
technology or modifications to 
existing information technology 
systems to support Medicaid 
eligibility determinations and 
enrollment 

Changes in enrollment levels 
due to: 

Enrolling previously eligible but 
not enrolled individuals into 
Medicaid 

Netimpactonyour 
state's budgets for FY 
2012-2014? 

~ 
C Savings 
C Don't know/Not 

applicable 

~ 
C Savings 
0 Don't know/Not 

applicable 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2012-2014? 

((Lr:;t:) 
Ci Savings 
0 Don't know/Not 

applicable 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2015-2017? 

CC eo;:> 
C Savings 
C Don't know/Not 

applicable 

~ 
0 Savings 
0 Don't know/Not 

applicable 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2015-2017? 

~ 
C Savings 
C Don't know/Not 

applicable 

Net impact , ,, '!o~ 
state's buds~.,_ {cH l 
2018-2020? 

~ 
0 Savings 
0 Don'tkn 

applicat 

~ 
~gs 

0 Don'tkn 
applicat 

Net impact 
state's bud 
2018-2020? 

~ 
C Savings 
0 Don'tkn 

applicat 
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States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

Changes in enrollment levels 
due to: 

Enrolfing newly eligible adults 
into Medicaid (click here for 
details) 

Shifting individuals from state-
funded coverage into Medicaid 

Shifting existing Medicaid 
enrollees into health benefit 
exchanges 

Other enrollment changes-
describe in box below table 

Reductions in uncompensated 
care 

Other aspects of Medicaid 
expansion implementation -
describe in box below table 

httos://websurvevs.l!aO.l!ov/ooacasurvev/anl catch.nhD 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2012-2014? 

~ gs 
o Don't know/Not 

applicable 

0 Cost 
0 Savings 

~ e 

OCost 
o Savings 

c~;~~~ 
Ceost 
C Savings 

e~~ 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2012-2014? 

o Cost 
o Savings 

c:~~ 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2015-2017? 

~,;;t) 
0 Savings 
o Don't know/Not 

applicable 

0 Cost 
0 Savings 

cDon't know~ 
appficahle 

0 Cost 

~ ow 
I 

c Cost 
C Savings 

ean't~ applicabl 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2015-2017? 

0Cost 
c Savings c Don:t kn?WJN? 

apphcal:ile 

C Cost 
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Net impact 
state's bud 
2018-2020? 

~ 
0 Savings 
o Don't kn 

applicat 

C· Cost 

~ kn 

0 Cost 
0 Savings 

~:;!D 
C Cost 

~ 0 

Net impact 
state's bud 
2018-2020? 

ccost 
c Savings 

\!~~ 
0Cost 
c Savings 

~ 
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S1ates' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

IF OTHER ENROLLMENT CHANGES: What are those changes that will contribute to a 
net cost or savings to your states' budget(s)? 

-- ; 
L_ __________________________ __ 

IF OTHER ASPECTS OF MEDICAID EXPANSION IMPLEMENTATION: What are those 
other aspects that will contribute to a net cost or savings to your states' budget(s)? 

I ~ .~ 

Previous ·-:1 :-. - Next 

Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 

Page3 of4 

r------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

Jump to a Section 

View section titles 

Summary 

View and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 

BeallieS@aao.gov. 

For technical problems, 
eman: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 

Navigate 

11<<11«181»11»11 

Maintenance of Effort 

3. Has your state applied to the Centers for Medicare an$1 Medicaid Services (CMS) for an 
exemption from the Maintenance of Effort requirement for the period January 1, 2011 through 
December31, 2013? 
C Yes 

~Skip to Question 5 
c Don'tknow 

4. IF "YES:" What is the current status of this application? 
C Approved 
C Denied 
C Pending 
C Don't know 

5. Does your state intend to apply for an exemption from the Maintenance of Effort requirement for 
the period January 1, 2011 through December31, 2013? 

C Yes 
c No 

<C Don't kno0 

Previous I Next 

Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 

Page 1 of2 

I ·------ ., 
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States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

Jump to a Section 

Virm section titles 

SummaiY 

Virm and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study. email: 
BeatlieS@aao.oov. 

For technical problems, 
eman: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 

Enrollment Rates 

6. What does your state estimate the enrollment rate wt11 be for the newly eligible Medicaid 
population in each of the following time periods? 
Click one button in each row. 

0-24% 25-49% S0-74% 75-99% 

Fiscal year 2014 0 c ~ c 
Fiscal years 2015-2017 0 0 c @.. 
FIScal years 2018-2020 0 c 0 @ 

Previous I Next 

I Print this pagem ·:~ 

Save & Exit Questionnaire I 

Page 1 of2 

100% 

0 

0 

0 

Navigate .--------------------------------------- ------ ---- --~_:_ ___ _j 

I !«11«1[;]1» II»! I 
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States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act Page 1 of2 

Jump to a Section 

View section titles 

Summary 

View and print a summa!)' 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about 1his 
study, email: 
BeattieS@gao.gov. 

For technical problems, 
email: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 

Navigate 

I!« II « I [:::J I » II »II 

State Budget Development 

7. Has your state developed any planning documents that include milestones and/or steps to 
address the expansion of Medicaid eligibiflty and the transition to a new eligibHity determination 
system in your state's budget? Planning documents could include, but are not limited to, work 
plans, fimelines, process charts, memos, etc. 
c Yes 

~ 
C Don'tknow 

8. Now consider the possible uncertainties that could affect the implementation of Medicaid 
expansion in your state. Does your state budget development process include a risk assessment 
or gap analysis to address possible uncertainties that could affect implementation of Medicaid 
expansion in your state? 

o Yes ---+ IF YES: Please briefly describe those uncertainties and the assessment or analyses coniWc..-kJ 

C No 
@D~n1~ 

I -- ~ 
3 

9. Does your state budget development process include or consider various implementation scenarios? 
c Yes 
C Na. 
<Ul.:=o,_n't'""'tn_Q:) ___ 

Previous I ' Next I 
Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 

--1 
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States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and A:ffOidable Care Act Page 1 of4 

Jump to a Section 

Vie~~ section titles 

Summary 

Viewand~taswrunruy 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 

BeattieS@oao.OQV. 
For technical problems, 
eman: 
RamirezC@aao.gov 

Progress 
----

Navigate 

I I«II«IGI»II»!I 

Implementation Challenges and Opportunities 

10. From a state budget perspective, what are the biggest challenges that impact budget estimates 
for implementing PPACA Medicaid expansion provisions? Describe up to three challenges in the 
spaces below. The box wiD scroll to accommodate your typed answer as needed. 

1st challenge: I 
----~------ ~ 

A>_. 

2nd challenge: --~ [ ~u - " ~ ----·•• f.; 

3rd challenge: 
1

--- -- ---- a 
- ~ 

11. What strategies, if any, is your state using to address any of the challenges you described in the 
previous question? 

strategy for 1st 
challenge: 

Strategy for 2nd 
challenge: 

,----- ----------------- -~ 

I ~ 

!9 
.EI 
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Strategy for 3rd 
challenge: 

-~ -~~ - ·~ -~~ ~~ --~~ :~ c ~-~- -~ ---- 3 

12. How challenging, if at all, is each of the following factors to the implementation of PPACA's 
Medicaid expansion provisions? 

Very Moderately Sfi!Jhtly 
challenging challenging challenging 

State fiscal capacity (5- 0 c 
State share of the states' Medicaid (Y 0 c expenditures 

Local or county share of the states' Medicaid c 0 0 expenditures 

Federal funding for Medicaid expansion 
~ 0 c 

implementation (2017-2020) 

Otherfactor(s)- describe in box below table c c C· 

IF OTHER FACTOR(S): 
c-----~~-~·-~ -- -~ 

13. What opportunities, if any, does Medicaid expansion present for your state? 

:5I 
~ 

------~ 

Not at all £),~·+ \!.1 
challenging Nr\ A ocl'• - " 

0 

0 

0 & 
c 

c 

14. To what extent, if at all, was any guidance your state received from CMS clear, complete, and 
received in a timely manner for the development of budget estimates for Medicaid expansion? 
Select the answer that best characterizes guidance you may have received, regardless of 
whether your state has yet developed budget estimates for Medicaid expansion. 

c 
Some extent 

c 

Don*~ •• ;/;.: 
little or no extent ~ls 

c c....v ClaritY of guidance 

Great extent 

c 
Moderate extent 
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Great extent 

c 
Moderate extent 

c 
Some extent 

c 

oorlt k/nt· 
Little or no extent ~itt..~ 

Completeness of guidance 

Timeliness of guidance c c c 

15. Overall, how useful or not useful has the CMS guidance been for the development of budget 
estimates for Medicaid expansion? 
0 Very useful 
C Moderately useful 
C Slightly useful 
C Not at all useful 
~on't know I Not a~le 

16. What additional information or guidance, if any, does your state need from CMS or other federal 
agencies to aSSist with developing budget estimates for implementing PPACA's Medicaid 
expansion prOVisions? 

'
-~--. ~- ····-··· ----······-· --·-······-· ---~ --~--- ~

~ 

- -- I 
c- Previous I • Next I 

Print this Page 

-----~---1 

Save & Exit Question~ 

c . G::l 
0 @ 

r -~-::~--• 
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Jump to a Section 

View section titles 

Summary 

Voew and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 
BeattieS@gao.gov. 

For technical problems, 
email: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Comments on Your Medicaid Expansion Answers 

17. Do you have any explanations of or comments on any of your answers regarding the budgetary 
implications of the implementation of Medicaid expansion? Are there any issues we have not 
addressed that you believe we should consider? 

[ ~~ 

~ 
Previous ==:J .~. -----NeXt-- ---1 

i Print this Page .. :J 

~ save & Exit Questionnaire I 

Page 1 of2 

Progress ,----- I 

[ -····-] 

Navigate 

I I« II « I 8 I» II »!I 
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Jump to a Section 

View section titles 

Summary 

View and print a summaty 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 
BeattieS@gao.gov. 

For technical problems, 
email: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 

Navigate 
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Health Benefit Exchange 

The following questions ask for your best judgments, based on current infonnation, on the 
implications of establishing a Health Benefit Exchange on your state budget planning efforts. 

18. Is your state planning to establish a Health Benefit Exchange by January 1, 2014? 
0 Yes 

C No 
~Don't know 

19. What is the likelihood that your state will select the following types of Health Benefit Exchange? 
Likely Not likely 

State-based consolidated exchange (Individual Market and c c 
Small Business Health Options Program) 

Regional exchange c c 
Multi-state exchange c 0 

State-federal partnership exchange c 0 

Federally-Facilitated Exchange 0 0 

20. Has your state applied for or received funding from any of the following federal grants to plan for 
or establish a Health Benefit Exchange? 

Did not 
apply A~roved Pending 

Early Innovator c 0 0 

Planning 0 1(_ 0 

Establishment :%._ 0 0 

lnfonnation Technology )( c c 
Other g1a@t~~:ttJt;Crib~ ih /Jox'beiowt~le - ' --- c . ' c 0 

T_.....__ __ ft ___ , _________ •• _ _ 1 •• _... ___ f • • 1 . -~--1 1 

Page 1 of3 

_ _.::D,.o~-'1-kclv.! 

Denied 

,z 
0 

0 

0 

0 

X 
)( 
% 

~ 

D en"t-!:A 
~ 

'b 

() 

j) 

'A 
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For questions about this 
study, emaU: 
BMtfieS@gao aov. 

For technical problems, 
email: 
RamjrezC@gao gov 

Progress 
---

Navigate 

II« II« I r:::::J I» II »!I 

T_ .._.. II_ __'II_ 

Costs and Savings From Implementing a Health Benefit 
Exchange 

21. To the best of your knowledge, do you think each of the following potential aspects of a Health Benefit Exchange 
contribute a net cost or a net savings to your state's budgets from 2012 through 2014, from 2015 through 2017, < 
from 2018-2020? 

For each aspect of establishing a Health Benefit Exchange, click the one button that best characterizes its impac 
2012-2014 taken as a whole, the impact for 2015-2017 taken as a whole, and the impact for 2018-2020 taken a~ 
whole. 

Net impact on your Net impact on your Net impact~~ 
state's budgets for FY state's budgets for FY state's bud . r 
2012-2014? 2015-2017? 2018-2020? 

Acquisition of new information ~st c Cost c Cost 
technology or modifications to c Savings C Savings C Savings 
existing information technology 0 Don't know/Not '9L.Don't know/Not )\· Don't knDC.: \ <1 O"t systems to support Health 

applicable applicable applicat Benefit Exchange eligibility and 
enrollment 

Interface with non-health ¥ost 0 Cost 0 Cost 
systems (state tax system and G Savings G Savings 0 Savings 
federal hub) 

C Don't know/Not 'jl-Don't know/Not ':ft._ Don't kn 
applicable applicable · applicat 

Interface with Medicaid and J:-cost c Cost c Cost 
CHIP enrollment systems 0 Savings C Savings C Savings 

C Don't know/Not ~n't know/Not ~Don'tkn 
applicable applicable applicat 

' . 
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'I .L£ - I I_ • 'f 

Number of enrollees in a Health 
Benefit Exchange 

Outreach for eligibility and 
enrollment in a Health Benefit 
Exchange 

Shifting individuals from state
funded health plans to a Health 
Benefit Exchange 

Other aspects of establishing a 
Health Benefit Exchange
describe in box below table 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2012-2014? 

-fo-cost 
0 Savings 
0 Don't know/Not 

applicable 

;Cl.cost 
0 Savings 
0 Don't know/Not 

applicable 

J4:ost 
0 Savings 
0 Don't know/Not 

applicable 

0 Cost 
0 Savings 
~n't know/Not 

applicable 

Net impact on your 
state's budgets for FY 
2015-2017? 

c Cost 
C Savings 

Y--oon't know/Not 
applicable 

CCost 
0 Savings 

.)(;-eon't know/Not 
· applicable 

0Cost 
0 Savings 
~n't know/Not 

applicable 

dcost 
0 Savings 

..,anon't know/Not 
applicable 

IF OTHER ASPECTS OF ESTABUSHING A HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE: What are 
those other aspects that will contribute to a net cost or savings to your states' budget(s)? 

I I 
Previous ] Next I 

Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 

. 

Page2of3 

Net impact 
state's bud 
2018-2020? 

c Cost 
o Savings 

~Don'tkr 
applicat 

0 Cost 
0 Savings 

~on'tkr 
· applicat 

C· Cost 
0 Savings 

~n'tkr 
applicat 

0 Cost 
0 Savings 

~'tkr 
licat 

-----
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Jump to a Section 

Vif!N section titles 

Summary 

VieN and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 

BeattieS@gao~qov. 

For technical problems, 
email; 

BamirezC@aao.gov 

Progress 
,-----------

Navigate 

I!« II« I[:::JI» II »II 

'-·~- ~ ,, .. 1. 

State Budget Development 

22. Has your state developed any planning documents that include milestones and/or steps to 
address establishing a Health Benefit Exchange in your state's budget? Planning documents 
could include, but are not limited to, work plans, timelines, process charts, memos, etc. 

.C.: 'JP> 
~No 
C Don't know 

23. Now consider the possible uncertainties that could affect establishing a Health Benefit Exchange 
in your state. Does your state budget development process include a risk assessment or gap 
analysis to address any possible uncertainties that could affect establishing a Health Benefit 
Exchange in your state? 

0Yes ~ 
IF YES: Please briefly describe those uncertainties and the assessment or analyses con~" c..~ 

0 No 

hon'tknow 

24. Does your state budget development process include or consider various scenarios for 
establishing a Health Benefit Exchange? 
c Yes 
C No 

f:- Don't know 

Previous ] [ Next 

Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 

. 

-

~ 

~ 
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Jump to a Section 

VieN section titles 

Summary 

Vi($ and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about 1his 
study, email: 

Bea!!ieS@gao gov. 

For technical problems, 
email: 
RamirezC@gao gov 

Progress 
----

Navigate 

II« II« I r::::::J I» II »!l 

Implementation Challenges and Opportunities 

25. From a state budget perspective, what are the biggest challenges that impact budget estimates 
for establishing a Health Benefit Exchange? Describe up to three challenges in the spaces 
below. 

1st challenge: 

2nd challenge: 

~ 
Jt"lil 

!.!ZlJ 
§I 

3rd challenge: [
~~ -~~ --~ 

•I'·'' 

26. What strategies, if any, is your state using to address any of the challenges you described in the 
previous question? 

Strategy for 1st 
challenge: 

Strategy for 2nd 
challenge: 

I ~ 
I ------- ~ 

I ~ e 
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Strategy for 3rd 
challenge: 

27. How challenging, if at all, is each of the following factors to the establishment of a Health Benefit 
Exchange? 

Very Moderately Slightly 
chall~ challenging challenging 

State fiscal capacity G G 

Integrating Medicaid/CHIP eligibility and ~ c c enrollment with the Health Benefit Exchange 

State share of the states' Health Benefit ~ 0 c Exchange expenditures 

Federal funding to establish a Health Benefit ~ 0 c 
Exchange 

Otherfactor(s)- describe in box below table c 0 0 

IF OTHER FACTOR(S): 

•---------··------·-- ; "· r ,,., .. ,;,; ... -~,. ,,.. . -.... __ ,..,...,,.,,~-? I 
-:-~~ 
!):;:1 

29. To what extent, if at all, was any guidance that your state received from CMS clear, complete, 
and received in a timely manner for the development of budget estimates to establish a Health 
Benefit Exchange? Select the answer that best characterizes guidance you may have received, 
regardless of whether your state has yet developed budget estimates for Medicaid expansion. 

Page2 of4 

Not at all 
challenging 

0 

c 

c 

c 

!tZI 
lli"l' 

~~'\- \Ct.ct.: 
No\: ~r'~C< 

~ 

Don't~~~ 
Great extent Moderate extent 

c 
Some extent Uttle or no extent --~·1\tL<~ 

~ Clarity of guidance c C• 

'L-........__ __ //_ ___ 1._ _________ -·-- -----'-------- ----- _,_ " • 't 1 
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Dor\1. llr\O.ll /~ 
Great extent Moderate extent 

0 

Some extent Little or no extent a?~~,"'~ (Y? -0, 
Completeness of guidance 

Timeliness of guidance 

0 

c 0 

0 

c ~ ~ 

30. Overall, how useful or not useful has the CMS guidance been for the development of budget 
estimates to establish a Health Benefit Exchange? 

C Very useful 

0 M~rately useful 
a.-Slightly useful 
C Not at all useful 
0 Don't know I Not applicable 

31. \Mlat additional information or guidance, if any, does your state need from CMS or other federal 
agencies to assist with developing budget estimates for establishing a Health Benefrt Exchange? 

I ~ ~ 
Previous I : Next I 

Print this Page 

Save &'Exit Questionnaire 

I ---------
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Jump to a Section 

View section titles 

Summary 

View and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 
BeattieS@Qao gov. 

For technical problems, 
email: 
RamirezC@gao.gov 

Progress 
----

Navigate 

li«ll«lc:JI»II»II 

Comments on Your Health Benefit Exchange Answers 

32. Do you have any explanations of or comments on any of your answers regarding the budgetary 
implications of establishing a Health Benefrt Exchange? Are there any issues we have not 
addressed that you believe we should consider? I -m------------

1~ 
·"~" 

~ 

Previous I ' Next 

Print this Page 

Save & Exit Questionnaire 

,-

,_......._ __ -- fl ___ 1_ -···------ -- I I- , . _.. -1 'I 

Page 1 of2 
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Jump to a Section 

VieN section titles 

Summary 

VieN and print a summary 
of your responses. 

Help 

For questions about this 
study, email: 

BeattieS@gao aov. 
For technical problems, 
email: 
RamjrezC@gao gov 

Progress 
,-----------~-

Navigate 

I !«II«I[::JI» II»! I 

Contact lnfonnation 

33. Who is the person primarily responsible for completing this questionnaire whom we can contact 
in case we need to clarify a response? 
Contact name: 

Trtle: 

Email address: 

Telephone 
number: ~-

34. Are you done with this questionnaire? 
Clicking "Yes" below tells GAO that your answers are final. We will not use your answers unless the "Yes" button ·, s c~c. 
when you last exit the questionnaire. 

C Yes 
~No 

35. Would you like a record of your answers to this questionnaire? If so, click here to view and print a summarv of your 1 

Click on the Save & Exit Questionnaire button below to exit the survey. 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire! 
~----~~~--------, Previous 

Print this Page 

Save &EXit QuestionnaJre-] 

-~ 
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A State Lawmaker's Guide to 
Health Insurance Exchanges 

Edmund F. Haislmaier 

Abstract: Health insurance exchanges are a good idea
if they are used to implement paliwt-centered and marhet
based health reforms that enhance choices and valt1e for 
customers. The exchanges prescribed by Obamacare will 
have the opposite effect. Given the considerable uncer
tainty surrounding if, when, or how the exchange provi
sions of Obamacare will be implemented, governors and 
state policymal1ers opposed to the sweeping federal legis
lation have difficult decisions to mal1e. Vlhile state law
makers, like everyone else, would prefer to have more 
certainty, the reality is that they cannot expect it any lime 
soon. They must focus on finding ways to betta manage 
the new uncertainty that Obamawre has injected into the 
health care system. Pendingfurther changes at the federal 
level, state lawmal1ers must determine the best approach 
in their respective states for advancing their own positive 

"counter reforms," and decide whether they will also uy 
to block federal inte~ference by creating a limited, "defen
sive" Obamacare exchange-and they must do so now. 
Heritage Foundation health policy expert Edmund F 
Haislmaier provides a hands-on guide for state lawmahers. 

Governors and state legislators opposed to the 
misnamed Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) face a dilemma. Trying to shoehorn patient
centered, market-based reforms into the bureau
cratic architecture of Obamacares health insurance 
exchanges is not a viable strategy, neither practically 
nor politically. But refusing to create an Obamacare 
state exchange, while politically appealing, would 
leave state health insurance markets vulnerable to 

Talking Points 
• The best strategy for state lawmakers who 

oppose the Patient Protection and Afford· 
.able Care Act Is to adopt their own reforms
separate from, and Independent of, Obam
acare's exchange design. 

• State pollcymakers should augment their 
·counter reform· with defensive measures 
that minimize federal Interference while the 
ultimate fate of Obamacare Is debated In 
Congress and litigated In federal courts. 

• A defined-contribution health-Insurance market 
can create more consumer-oriented competi
tion-attractive for state lawmakers concerned 
that Obamacare's new federal Insurance reg
ulations will result In Insurer consolidation 
that further reduces choice and competition. 

• Offering health benefits on a defined-contri
bution basis can give state and local govern
ments better budget control, and give work
ers greater choice and portability of coverage. 

• State lawmakers need to determine now the 
best approach for their own positive ·coun
ter reforms· while protecting their constitu
ents from the adverse effects of this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation. 

This paper, In Its entirety, can be found at: 
http:llreport.herllage.org!/Jg2534 

Produced by the Center for Health Polley Studies 
Published by Tile Herllage Foundation 

214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002-4999 
(202) 546·4400 • herllage.org 

Nothing written here Is to be construed as necessarily reflecting 
the VIews of Tile Heritage Foundation or as an aUempt to 

aid or hinder the passage of any blll before Congress. 
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even more federal interference and disruption over 
the next two years. 

The best strategy for state lawmakers is to adopt 
their own reforms-separate from, and indepen
dent of, Obamacares exchange design. State poli
cymakers should then consider augmenting their 

"counter reform" initiatives with defensive measures 
designed to minimize federal interference, while 
the ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in Con
gress and litigated in federal courts. Taking such an 
approach will give state lawmakers a strategy that 
has both offensive and defensive components. 

Enacting their own reforms enables states to take 
the lead in advancing the kinds of patient-centered, 
pro-market reforms that should replace Obamacare; 
offers Americans concrete examples of a positive, 
alternative vision of real health reform; and rein
forces congressional efforts to repeal this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation. 

Given the uncertain environment state lawmakers 
need strategies that support the goat of repealing 
Obamacare at the federal/eve/, and that also 
promote alternative reforms that will shield 
their states from the PPACA's destabilizing 
effects until repeal is achieved. 

In particular, state initiatives that create a 
"defined-contribution" market for employer-spon
sored health coverage and that streamline state 
health insurance regulations will promote increased 
choice, competition, and valu<;;-in stark contrast 
to Obamacare's design that further restricts choice 
and competition while increasing costs. Such moves 
will also restore state health insurance exchanges to 
their original purpose as non-regulatory, adminis
trative mechanisms for implementing a competitiv~ 

atient-centered, market-based health s stem with
m the constraint of current ec era tax aw, which 
provides greater tax relief for employer-sponsored 
coverage than for individually purchased coverage. 

1. PL 111-148 § 1321(c)(l). 

2. PL111-148§l311. 

3. PL 111-148 § 132l(c)(l). 

4. PL 111-148 § 131l(b)(l)(B). 

This is in stark contrast to Obamacares perversion 
of exchanges into a bureaucratic tool for imple
menting sweeping new federal regulations. 

At the same time, state lawmakers can also take 
a defensive approach to Obamacares exchanges in 
their states so as to preserve state control and limit 
federal interference. 

Understanding Obamacare's 
Exchange Provisions 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
provides for the establishment of health insurance 
exchanges in every state that conform to federal 
standards and requirements, 1 authorizes the Sec
retary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
provide grants to states to create exchanges,' and 
specifies that the Secretary is to establish and run 
exchanges in states that do not, or cannot, do so by 
january l, 2014 (with the Secretary further required 
to make such determinations by january l, 2013) 3 

The PPACA specifies two types of health insur
ance exchanges: the American Health Benefit (AHB) 
and the Small Business Health Options Program 
(SHOP). The legislation contains various require
ments for the stnrcture, functions, and operations of 
AHB exchanges, but provides no specifications for 
SHOP exchanges. Instead, the PPACA simply states 
that SHOP exchanges are "to assist qualified employ
ers in the State who are small employers in facilitat
ing the enrollment of their employees in qualified 
health plans offered in the small group market in the 
State."4 Thus, the relevant "exchange" provisions are 
really only those that relate to the AHB exchanges. 

Under Obamacare, the AHB exchanges are 
designed to implement the federal regulation and 
standardization of private health insurance, admin
ister a new program of federal health care subsidies 
for tens of millions of Americans, and enroll millions 
of additional Americans in state Medicaid programs. 

The problem is that state lawmakers have no 
certainty about when, how, or even whether the 
PPACAS exchange provisions will go into effect. The 
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Obama Administration faces significant technical 
challenges in merely implementing this complex 
legislation. At the same time, a majority of the pub
lic remains opposed to Obamacare, more than half 
the states are challenging its constitutionality in fed
eral courts, and either the current Congress or the 
next one could repeal, alter, delay, or defund all or 
parts of it. Given this uncertain environment, state 
lawmakers need strategies that support the goal of 
repealing Obamacare at the federal level, and that 
also promote alternative refmms that will shield 
their states from the PPACA$ destabilizing effects 
until repeal is eventually achieved. 

Consumer-Centered Exchanges 
vs. Obamacare Exchanges 

The first point to understand is that the entire 
design for health insurance exchanges in the PPACA 
is a perversion of the core concept of what is an oth
erwise sound approach to improving health insur
ance markets. 

The true purpose of a state health insurance 
exchange is to act as a purely administrative mech
anism for implementing a defined-contribution 
health insurance alternative for em lo er-s on
sorec covera e. Allowing emp oyers to o er health 
bene s on a defined-contribution basis gives 
workers the ability to choose the coverage that best 
suits them and their families from a wide menu of 
options, creates new incentives for insurers and 
medical providers to compete for customers, and 
encourages greater diversity and experimentation in 
health plan design and benefits. 

By enacting a defined-contribution health insur
ance option for employment-based coverage, states 
can create a more consumer-driven health care mar
ket while continuing to let workers benefit from the 
favorable federal tax treatment of employer'spon
sored health benefits. Of course. such an approach 
would not be necessary if Congress were to enact 
health care tax reforms that provide the same Lax 
treatment regardless of whether coverage is pur
chased directly or through an employer-reforms 
that have long been advocated by numerous health 
policy experts. Since Obamacare does not include 
tax reforms and it is uncertain if or when Congress 
might undertake them, state-level defined-conn·i
bution options for employer-sponsored coverage 

are still the most effective way to advance patient
centered, market-based health reform. 

Within that construct, the function of a state 
health insurance exchange is simply to serve as a 
common mechanism for administering the trans
actions entailed in buyers and sellers offering and 
choosing coverage and paying and collecting premi
ums-much like a stock exchange provides a com
mon administrative mechanism for transactions 
associated with buying and selling securities. Thus, 
an exchange gives employers, no maller how small, 
the opportunity to offer their workers health ben
efits in a market characterized by consumer choice 
from among numerous and varied plan options. 

As with a stock exchange, a properly designed 
state health insurance exchange does not exercise 
regulatory powers. Rather, any regulatory func
tions remain the province of applicable government 
agencies-security regulators, in the case of stocks; 
insurance regulators, in the case of health insurance. 
Indeed, such an administrative-not regulatory
purpose is what the term "exchange" was originally 
intended to convey. 

What Congress did in the PPACA, however, was 
to merely keep the word "exchange," while des
ignating the purpose as something very different. 
Rather than serving as a mechanism for expanding 
health insurance choice, variety, and competition, 
and for spurring plans and providers to inno
vate and offer customers better value, Obamacare 
exchanges will impose new regulations, administer 
new subsidies, standardize coverage, and restrict 
consumer choice and insurer competition more 
than it is already. Thus, in the PPACA Congress has 
perverted the exchange concept inLo a bureaucratic 
tool for federal subsidization, standardization, and 
micromanagement of health insurance coverage by 
the Department of Health and Human Services. 

It is important to recognize that it is Obamacares 
perversion of exchanges, not the original concept 
itself, that is the problem. What matters is not the 
label on the box, but the contents. Consequently, 
the PPACA's misappropriation of the term "health 
insurance exchange" should not deter state lawmak
ers from pursuing their own defined-contribution. 
market-based reforms that employ state exchanges 
to perform purely administrative functions. If state 
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lawmakers want to further clarify this important 
distinction, they can use another term-such as 

"clearinghouse" or "administrator"-to distinguish 
their approach from the one in Obamacare. 

Why States Should Enact their 
Own Health Insurance Reforms 

State lawmakers should pursue reforms of the 
health insurance market now, independently of the 
PPACA, not only to increase access to coverage and 
provide incentives for better value in the near term 
but also as a longer-term hedge against the uncer~ 
tainties surrounding the timing of the eventual 
disposition of the federally mandated exchange pro
visions, related insurance market regulations, and 
the new federal subsidy program that the Obam
acare exchanges are to administer. 

In particular, states should G'ate a defined
contribution o tion for their em lo er-s onsored 

ealth insurance market. Lawmakers should also 

i 
review their state's existli1g benefit mandates and 
insurance rating rules to determine if those laws 
should be changed to make coverage more afford
able. Beyond the near-term benefit of reducing pre
miums, such state refonns will also serve as a hedge 
against the uncertainty of the PPACR; effects while 
the fight over its repeal plays out in Congress and 
federal courts. Enacting their own "counter reforms" 
can better position states against the negative effects 
of Obmnacare in several ways: 

• Expanding or Preserving Health Insurance 
Choice and Competition. One advantage of 
a defined-contribution market for employer
sponsored coverage is that it offers insurers a 
more level competitive playing field. In a prop
erly structured defined-contribution market all 
insurers-whether they are large or small, new 
entrants or longstanding players, selling new 
or traditional coverage designs--can offer their 
plans on the same terms on a single "menu" to 
a large number of potential customers. Thus, 
competition among plans and insurers is more 
appropriately focused on those aspects that mat-

/ ter most to individual consumers-plan design, 
\. value, and customer service. • -

The ability ol a defined-contrlbution market to 
create more level and consumer-oriented insurer 

States with smaller populations or a single 
dominant carrier can collaborate with 
neighboring states to create a regional defined
contribution market to provide more choice and 
competition for their employers and residents. 

competition is likely to be particularly attractive 
to states whose lawmakers are already concerned 
about inadequate choice and competition in their 
existing markets. It will also be attractive to state 
lawmakers justifiably concerned that the PPACA's 
new federal insurance r~gulations will result in 
insurer consolidation that further reduces choice 
and competition in their state. A number of 
those regulations have already taken effect, such 
as several new federal benefit mandates, new 

"minimum loss ratio" regulations (which specify 
how insurers are to spend premium dollars), and 
new federal premium rate reviews. These regu
lations will increase health insurance costs and 
lead some insurers to exit the market. 

In addition, states with smaller populations or a 
single dominant carrier can collaborate with one 
or more neighbming states to create a regional 
defined-contribution market to provide more 
choice and competition for their employers and 
residents. States can implement such an approach 
through "cross-licensing" or "reciprocity" agree
ments and shared administrative duties without 
federal approval for a formal "interstate compact," 
though such a compact might be an option. 

• Putting Countervailing Pressure on Federal 
Officials. Reducing state insurance benefit man
elates or reforming rating rules not only makes 
coverage more affordable now, but will also 
make it politically more difficult for the feder
al government to later impose costly coverage 
requirements through the PPACR; "essential 
benefits" regulations and restrictive rating rules, 
which will sharply increase premiums for young
er adults (both of which are also scheduled to 
take effect in 2014). 5 

• Creating an Alternative Mari<et. Creating a 
defined-contribution market also provides states 
with the infrastructure for organizing and offer
ing alternative, "non-qualified" coverage and 
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health care financing arrangements for individu
als and employers who refuse to comply with the 
PPACAS mandates to buy coverage, should Con
gress fail to repeal those mandates before 2014, 
when they are scheduled to go into effect. Such 
alternative products would be subject to state 
regulation, but designed to be exempt from fed
eral regulation. 

Advantages of Defined Contributions 
In a traditional "defined-benefit" program the 

payer (an employer or government) determines the 
fonn of coverage (such as a PPO, HMO, or high
deductible plan with an I !SA), specifies the benefits 
offered, determines the share of premium that enroll
ees pay, and sets the schedule of patient co-payments. 
Thus, in a defined-benefit program it is the payer who 
makes the key decisions and it is the payer who 
bears most of the risk for the cost of those decisions. 

By contrast, in a defined-contribution program, 
the payer offers the enrollee a contribution to help 
fund the cost of the insurance-pre-tax compensa
tion to workers if the payer is an employer, or a 
subsidy if the payer is a government. Each enrollee 
then chooses the coverage he prefers from a menu 

more workers will be able to find a plan that they 
like and can afford. 

• It provides a practical way for employers to offer 
part -time or seasonal workers prorated coverage 
contributions, with the reasonable expectation 
that those workers can obtain coverage by com
bining the employer's contribution with funds 
from other sources. 

• It creates ositive new incentives for health ian 
provic ers to co aborate wit r 
so t at both et more business by offering con
sumers and atients better servr e a 
es. en indivi uals and families choose their 
'OWn coverage, they tend to prefer plans that offer 
better value-better care at lower prices-over 
plans that rely on crude cost -control strategies, 
such as limiting patient access to providers or 
simply paying doctors and hospitals less, regard
less of performance. 

• Over time, as more employers elect the defined
contribution option, portability of health bene
fits-with workers keeping their coverage when 
they change employers-becomes possible for 
more individuals and families. 

of plans-with different plan designs, benefits, and • The same infrastructure can be used by states 
cost-sharing-offered by competing insurers, and and local governments to provide health ben-
pays for the coverage with whatever mix of contri- efits to their own workers on a defined-contri-
butions he receives from employers and government bution basis, and to "mainstream" recipients of 
(along with the enrollees own funds, if the available public assistance by using Medicaid and Chil-
contribution from the payer does not cover the full dren's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) fund-
cost of an individual's chosen plan). A defined-con- ing to provide them with better-quality private 
tribution option for health benefits offers a number coverage. 

of advantages: C t' D f' d C trib ti 0 ti rea mg a e me - on u on p on 
• Because it reduces the effort and risk to employ-f . . · · 

ers associated with offering health benefits, it The pnncrpal goal of a defined-contnbutron 
creates a way for more firms particularly smaller option 1s to empower consumers to become the 
ones, t; offer coverage. ' ultimate decision makers about their own health 

care. Following are key design issues that state law-
• Because workers can choose coverage from a var- makers will need to consider: 

ied menu of plans, it increases the likelihood that 

5, For further discussion of the effects of the PPACAS rating rules, see Edmund E Haislmaier, "Obamacare and Insurance 
Rating Rules: Increasing Costs and Destabilizing Markets," Heritage Foundation \VebMemo No. 3111, january 20, 2011, at 
http: I !www. he tit age. orgl Resea rc lt!Reports/20 11/0 1 lOb a maca re-a'' d-Ins u ranee-Rating-Rules-Increasing-Costs -and-Dest abi f izi ng
Marhets. For further discussion of the PPACA:<> benefit mandates, see Edmund F Haislmaier, "Obamacare and Insurance 
Benefit Mandates: Raising Premiums and Reducing Patient Choice," Heritage Foundation \VebMemo No .. 1ll0,january 20, 
2011, at http:/1\vww. hetitage .otg!Reswrch/Reports/20 1110 1/0bamaca re-and-lnsurancc- Benefit-Mandates- Raising- Premiums-and
Reducing-Pcaient-Ciwice. 
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l. Insurance plan standards. State lawmakers 
will need to ensure that all plans offered through 
the defined-contribution option qualify as employ
er-sponsored coverage under both state and federal 
tax laws so that premiums can be paid on a pre
tax basis. 

lf a state intends to use its defined-contribution 
alternative to provide coverage for Medicaid and 
CHIP enrollees on a "premium support" basis
as it should-state lawmakers will also need to 
ensure that at least some of the plans offered meet 
the federal "benchmark equivalent" standards for 
those programs. f~ shdJl.Q 0~ 

A ,;:tate's defined-c~ntribuli'on option should also 
operate on an ''an ' willin lan" basis meaning 
t at the state's insurance epanment is instructed 
to approve any plan that meets the state's standards 
for the defined-contribution market. 

2. Rating rules. State lawmakers must ensure 
that the same rules for rating and pricing policies 
apply to the new defined-contribution coverage 
as well as the traditional defined-benefit employer 
group coverage. The specific rules themselves are 
less important than the fact that the same rules 
must apply to both subsets of the employer insur
ance market, to avert potentially destabilizing 
selection behaviors by carriers or customers. As 
long as the rules are applied uniformly, lawmak
ers can allow insurers to vary premiums on the 
basis of factors, such as age, geography, and family 
status. 

While the specific provisions are not as impor
tant as ensuring uniformity, there are some acldi
tional, practical considerations that state lawmakers 
will want to keep in mind when setting or modify
ing rating rules, particularly with respect to varying 
premiums by age and geography. 

With respect to age-rating of premiums, the 
natural age variation in medical costs is about 
five to one-meaning that among adults, the old
est (non-Medicare) group consumes about five 
times as much medical care as the youngest group. 
Incomes also generally increase with age. Thus, if 
the state allows insurers to adjust plan prices to 
reflect the age of the enrollee, premiums will be 
lower for younger adults-who on average are 

healthier but have lower incomes-and higher for 
older adults-who generally consume more medi
cal care but tend to have higher incomes. Letting 
premiums vary by age will be particularly impor
tant if the state intends to subsidize coverage for 
low-income individuals, since it means that any 
subsidies can be better targeted to a relatively small 
number of older, low-income individuals, with less 
need to subsidize coverage for a large number of 
lower-income, younger-and healthier-individu
als, since the latter group will be able to buy cover
age at cheaper rates. 

With respect to geographic variations in pre
miums, lawmakers will want to consider whether 
any proposed variation reflects underlying differ
ences in salary scales for health care workers, or 
simply differences in provider practice patterns. 
Allowing premium variations that reflect dif
ferences in local economies, such as wage rates 
and living costs, is appropriate. But permitting 
variations in rates that are attribntable primarily 
to differences in provider practice patterns will 
serve mainly to protect higher-cost, less-efficient 
providers. For guidance on the extent to which 
geographic variation in premiums is appropriate, 
lawmakers should look to their state's economic 
data on wage rates and living costs, not to data on 
provider charges or practice patterns. 

3. Structure and operations. The states will 
need to create health insurance exchanges-or a 
similar "clearinghouse" mechanism-to handle the 
administrative tasks associated with offering the 
defined-contribution option. Utah has pioneered a 
quick and low-cost design that relies on contract
ing private-sector vendors to provide the necessary 
information technology and related infrastruc
ture, funded b)' modest user fees paid b)' partici
pants. States can adopt a variant of this approach, 
customized to fit their own particular needs and 
circun1stances. 6 

4. State and local employee plans. The same 
advantages offered by defined-contribution options 
for private-sector firms and their employees can also 
be made available to state and local governments 
and their workers. As with private employers, offer
ing health benefits on a defined-contribution basis 
can give state and local governments better budget 
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control over compensation costs, while at the same 
time giving their workers greater choice and porta
bility of coverage. 

Indeed, America's largest and longest-running 
defined-contribution health benefit program is the 
Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), 
operated by the U.S. government's Office of Person
nel Management ( OPM) for approximately 9 mil
lion federal workers, retirees, and their dependents. 

Another major advantage of providing health 
benefits to state and municipal workers through the 
defined-contribution option, is that those public
sector plans will serve as "anchor" clients-that is, 
large, stable employers with a large, stable pool of 
covered individuals-and thus make participation 
in the defined-contribution option more attractive 
to both insurers and private-sector employers. 

5. Role of .risk adjustment. States will also 
need to establish a tisk-ad\tstment mechan· 

es msurers to manage any selection effects 
that result from consumers having a wider choice 
of plans in the defined-contribution market. Rather 
than vie\\~ng selection effects as an undesirable out
come to be suppressed, lawmakers should see them 
as a potentially positive phenomenon to be managed. 

\For example, the existence of an adequate risk
adjustment mechanism makes it possible for insur
ers to offer plans that specialize in collaborating with 
providers to provide better care for individuals with 
specific medical condition0J:ven though current 
federal law for employer-sponsored plans prevents 
carriers from var)1ng premiums based on enrollee 
health status, insurers should be more willing to 
offer coverage designs that are likely to attract less 
healthy individuals if they know that the extra cost 
of those enrollees can be spread-through the risk 
adjuster-across all policyholders in the market. 

March 21, 2011 

Because health insurance risk adjustment is a 
highly technical issue best handled by actuaries, 
state lawmakers should not attempt to design a risk
adjustment mechanism themselvesJ Rather, they 
should focus on authorizing the creation of a risk
adjustment mechanism for their employer market 
within the following parameters: 

• The state requires, as a condition of selling cover
age in the state, that all carriers issuing employer
sponsored plans-on either a defined-benefit or 
defined-contribution basis-participate in the 
risk adjuster. 

The en ling legislation shoul ecify that 
the ri -adjusl! ent system w· be collective
ly d igned and perated b ' the parl! ipating 

rers-without utside nterference-under 
the regulatory superv1 · 1 of the state's insurance 
department. 

While the state may provide funding for the start
up or administrative costs of the risk adjuster, 
the state will not provide any funding to the risk 
adjuster for claims costs. The risk adjuster is to 
function as a "closed loop" within which par
ticipating insurers adjust among themselves for 
selection effects, not as a "backdoor" subsidy to 
carriers for higher cost enrollees. 

If the state intends to also offer health benefits 
to state and municipal employees on a defined
contribution basis-as it should-then its cur
rent state and municipal plans should also be 
participating "insurers" in the risk adjuster. 
That way, lawmakers can allow those existing 
plans to continue to offer their coverage to state 
and municipal workers as options on a greatly 
expanded menu of coverage choices, without the 
risk of those plans being destabilized by selec
tion effects. 

6. For a further discussion of Utah's defined-contribution health reforms, see Gregg Girvan, "Utah's Defined
Contribution Option: Patient-Centered Health Care," Heritage Fmmdation Bachgrmmdcr No. 2445,july 30,2010, at 
II tl p :I lwww. heritage. o rg!Rese a rc 11!Re po rts/2 0 1 010 7/U ta hs-Deji ned-C 011 t ribu tion -Opt ion-Patient -C n1 t e red-H r al tIt -Ca re , and 
Gregg Girvan, "Consumer Power: Five Lessons from Utah's Heath Care Reform," Heritage Foundation Bachgrounder 
No. 2453, August 19, 2010, at http://www.lleritage.org/Research/Reports/201 0/08/Consumcr-Power-5-Lessons-Jrom-Utah-s
Heatli-Care-Rejorm. 

7. For a further discussion of risk adjustment, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, "State Health Care Reform: A Brief Guide lo 
Risk Adjustment in Consumer-Driven Health Insurance lvlarkets," Heritage Foundation Bacllgrowuler No. 2166, july 
28, 2008, at ilttp:/hVlvw. ileritage.org/Researcil/Reports/2008/07/State-Health -Care-Rc{orm-A-Britj-Guide-to-Risli-Adjustment- in
Cons:umerDriven-1 fealtll-lnsurancc-lvlarhets. 
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While the main purpose of the risk adjuster 
will be to facilitate greater individual choice in the 
defined-contribution market segment, it should also 
apply to the traditional defined-benefit employer
group market segment as well, for two reasons. First, 
doing so will minimize the possibility of selection 
effects between the two market segments. Second, 
it will help stabilize premiums in the traditional 
group coverage market, so that employers who offer 
defined-benefit coverage no longer face "experience 
rating" premium spikes when one employee incurs 
a major illness. 

6. Role of agents and brokers. For businesses 
that decide to offer health benefits on a defined-con
tribution basis, insurance agents could not only help 
the business make the necessary arrangements, but 
could also counsel individual employees on making 
coverage choices that best suit their particular needs 
and preferences, and "service" their policies-such 
as by helping them should they experience a prob
lem or seek to appeal a claim or coverage decision 
by their insurer. The availability of such advice from 
a trained and knowledgeable professional benefits 
the employer as well as its workers, since business 
owners generally feel uncomfortable giving their 
employees personal ad\~ce and are naturally wary 
of any possible legal ramifications. 

The key change for insurance brokers is that in a 
defined-contribution market, they will act as "buy
ers agents," instead of their more traditional role 
of "sellers agents." This is similar to the business 
model shift that has occurred in recent years with 
many real estate agents. State law1nakers can facili
tate such a shift by providing for a per-enrollee, fee
based compensation structure for agents in which 
the broker is paid the same amount regardless of 
which plan the worker (client) chooses. 

While some brokers welcome such a change, 
seeing it as a way to expand their client base and 
establish relationships with new customers who 
might also be interested in other products the bro
kers offer-such as life, disability, or property insur
ance-others have so far been resistant. 

However, another change resulting from the 
PPACA is likely to make more insurance agents 
consider shifting from representing carriers to 
representing buyers. Specifically, the PPACAS new 

In a defined-contribution market, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by 
the buyer, which Is therefore separate from any 
minimum loss ratio calculation applied to Insurer 
premium Income. 

"minimum loss ratio" regulations, which apply to all 
commercial major medical policies and took effect 
on]anumy 1, 2011, will count commissions paid by 
carriers to agents against the share of the premium 
that insurers are allowed to retain to cover admin
istrative costs and for profit. Thus, health insurers 
will have a strong, new incentive to reduce, or even 
eliminate, sales commissions to agents, since those 
payments will now directly reduce insurer profits. 

In a defined-contribution market, however, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by the 
buyer, which is therefore separate from any mini
mum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer pre
mium income. This also means that agents can offer 
their clients all the plan options available in the 
clcfinecl-contribution market, not just those from 
insurers with whom they cun·ently have contracts. 
State insurance regulators can help facilitate this 
transition by providing licensed brokers with addi
tional training, information, and comparison tools 
for the states new defined-contribution market. 

Preserving State Authority 
in the Face of Obamacare 

Some state lawmakers may decide it is in the best 
interest of their state to simply refuse to implement 
an American Health Benefit exchange and instead 
focus solely on their own state-based reforms that 
counter Obamacare. That \~ew is understandable, 
and consistent with the strong opposition to Obam
acare among many of their constituents. 

Others, however, may also want to shield their 
states from the legislations harmful effects and min
imize federal interference in addition to advancing 
their own counter reforms at the state level. Those 
state lawmakers can enact defensive measures that 
slow, block, or restrict federal implementation of 
Obamacare in their states-at least until such time 
as the legislation is either repealed by Congress or 
voided by the Supreme Court. 
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One such defensive component is for state law
makers to protect the independence and integrity 
of their state insurance departments by refusing 
to accept (or returning, if already received) federal 

"premium re\~ew" grant funding. This funding was 
included in the PPACA in order to co-opt states into 
helping implement the legislations new system of 
arbitrmy and politically manipulated health-insur
er rate regulation by HHS. Stale lawmakers need 
to reassure the citizens they represent that their 
state insurance departments will continue to apply 
appropriate financial requirements so that premi
ums are sufficient to cover claims costs, and will not 
acquiesce to the Administration's agenda of politi
cized rate regulation-which could threaten insurer 
solvency and potentially leave policyholders liable 
for unpaid claims. 

Similarly, when it comes to the Obamacare AHB 
exchanges, state lawmakers should also consider 
taking a defensive strategy 

As noted, the PPACA effectively gives state gov
ernments a "right of first refusal" to design and 
operate AHB exchanges within federal guidelines. If 
a state does not exercise that right in a timely man
ner, the HHS Secretmy is required to establish an 
exchange in that state. There are two important 
considerations that state lawmakers should take 
into account. 

First, a state refusing to create an AHB exchange 
raises the prospect of HHS--or an organization 
picked by HI-IS-controlling access to the states 
Medicaid program. That is because the legislation 
requires the AI-IB exchange to enroll any individuals 
it determines Medicaid-eligible in the state Medic
aid program, instead of giving them the new fed
eral coverage subsidies." It also requires states to 
accept such individuals into their Medicaid pro
grams without any further eligibility determina
tion, leaving states unable to reject even erroneous 
eligibility detenninations9 The combined result of 
those two provisions is effectively to transfer con
trol over enrollment in state Medicaid programs to 
AHB exchanges beginning in 2014. From that point 
on, whoever controls the AHB exchange becomes 

8. PL 111-148 § l3ll(d)(4)(F). 

the de facto gatekeeper for both the states Medicaid 
program and the new federal subsidy system. 

Second, depending on how it is implemented, 
an AHB exchange can also become a de facto health 
insurance regulator that is in competition, or con
flict, with the states insurance department. If a state 
creates the AHB exchange itself, state lawmakers 
can take steps to avoid or limit potentially duplica
tive or conflicting insurance market regulation. But 
if the state lets HHS create the AHB exchange, then, 
in order to meet the requirements of the PPACA 
with respect to participating insurance plans, the 
exchange will need to exercise the full range of 
insurance regulatory powers available to it under 
the legislation, since it will be unable to rely on 
the states insurance department. Thus, a state that 
declines to set up an AHB exchange can expect the 
exchange established by HI-IS to act as a duplicative, 
and likely conflicting, insurance regulator, further 
disrupting the states health insurance market. 

Furthermore, the timing of this second risk is 
more immediate. While the Medicaid changes are 
not scheduled until 2014, a number of insurance 
regulations have already gone into effect. Thus, the 
sooner a state declares "non-compliance" with the 
PPACA, the sooner HHS will build an exchange in 
that state to act as a federal insurance regulator, and 
the sooner insurers \\~II gravitate toward answe1c 
ing to HHS rather than to the state's insurance 
department. 

The alternative to not creating an AHB exchange 
is for state lawmakers to establish a narrowly limit
ed and closely controlled AHB exchange within the 
parameters of the federal legislation. Such a "defen
sive" approach lets state lawmakers who oppose 
Obamacare, or who are at least wary of its effects, 
avoid the risk of losing control over their Medic
aiel programs or insurance markets by letting HI-IS 
operate AHB exchanges in their states. 

The strategy behind this approach is for state 
lawmakers to tailor the design of their states AHB 
exchange to maximize state governmenl con
trol, restrict the potential for federal interference, 
minimize market disruptions, limit the associated 

9. New§ 1943(b)(l)(B) oft he Social Sccurily Act, as added by PL 111-148 § 2201. 
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costs and risks to the state, and preserve the state's 
options for responding to potential future changes 
in federal law. 

Structuring a "Defensive" AHB Exchange 
For a state that elects to take a "defensive" 

approach, the best way to proceed is by disaggregat
ing the functional components of the AHB exchange, 
determining the best solution for each function, 
and then networking the components into a whole, 
along the following lines: 

1. Corporate form and governance. The state 
should set up a "shell" AHB exchange and "sub
contract" its various functions to a combination of 
state agencies and private-sector vendors, based 
on relevant expertise. While the PPACA allows 
the exchange to be housed within a state govern
ment (either as a new agency or as a subset of an 
existing one), state lawmakers will likely prefer the 
alternative PPACA option of establishing their AHB 
exchange as a specially chartered, state-govern
ment-sponsored, independent entity-but without 
any regulatory powers. 10 

There are three reasons for doing so. First, reg
ulatory powers are retained within the applicable 
agencies of state government -not delegated to a 
quasi-independent entity over which state lawmak
ers have limited control and which will be more 
inclined to take direction from federal officials. Sec
ond, the state government avoids directly manag
ing or funding the exchanges purely administrative 
functions, with those tasks instead contracted to pri
vate-sector vendors and funded by user fees. Third, 
the state has more flexibility to set governance of 
the exchange by a board composed of whatever mix 
of public officials and stakeholder representatives it 
deems most appropriate. 

2. Certification of insurers and health plans. 
Lawmakers should vest their state's insurance 
department with responsibility for determining 
which carriers and health plans "qualify" under 
state and federal law to be offered through the 
AHB exchange. They should then stipulate that the 
exchange is to accept, without modification, those 
determinations by the insurance department and 

10. Pllll-148 § 131!(d)(l) 

fulfill its requirement under the PPACA to "certify" 
participating insurers and plans by simply forward
ing the state insurance department's determinations 
to HHS. 

Such an arrangement has several advantages. 
First, it preserves state authority and accountabil
ity with respect to insurance regulation. Second, 
it avoids the potential for duplication and confu
sion in market regulation. Third, it keeps insur
ance regulation in the hands of those with the most 
extensive technical expertise-existing state insur
ance regulators. Fourth, it enables the state to more 
effectively challenge or contest any HHS regulation 
or interpretation of the PPACA with which the state 
disagrees. Should such disputes arise, the state will 
be positioned to deploy in support of its case the 
data and technical expertise of its insurance depart
ment, augmented by the legal resources of the states 
Attorney General, if necessary. 

As a related measure, state insurance law should 
be amended to stipulate that the certification of car
riers and plans to participate in the exchange is to be 
implemented by the states insurance department on 
an "any willing plan" basis. Meaning, that any plan 
that meets the applicable federal and state standards 
in effect at that time-as determined by the state's 
insurance department-will be automatically certi
fied as eligible to be offered in the exchange. Such 
a move ensures a level competitive playing field for 
insurers, avoids the problems that arise when gov
ernments try to pick winners and losers, and helps 
preserve maximum consumer choice in the market. 

Lawmakers should also instruct their state insur
ance department to apply state insurance law until 
such time as federal law preempts state law, and 
not to make any preemptive regulatory changes 
to accommodate federal laws or regulations that 
have not yet taken effect. In addition to preserving 
state sovereignty, such an approach has the practi
cal advantages of limiting confusion in the market 
and serving as a "hedge" against the possibility that 
one or more of Obamacare's new federal insurance 
requirements may be postponed, repealed, or signif
icantly altered prior to their statutmy effective dates. 

3. Eligibility determination. State lawmakers 
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should require the exchange to subcontract eligibil
ity determinations to the state's Medicaid program in 
order to maintain state control. This also gives state 
lawmakers an opportunity to review their current 
program eligibility determination process and make 
improvements. For example, states that currently 
allow local governments to make program eligibility 
determinations might want to use this opportunity 
to consolidate that function at the state level, so as 
to achieve more consistent and accurate decisions. 
Under Obamacare, it will be necessary to determine 
if individuals are eligible for Medicaid under either 
pre-PPACA rules or under the PPACA Medicaid 
expansion provisions-with different federal match 
rates for the two eligibility categories. Also, a much 
larger share of the states population that does not 
qualify for Medicaid or CHIP will be eligible for the 
new federal subsidies through the exchange, so law
makers will need to plan for increased funding and 
system upgrades as well. 

4. Certification of agents and "navigators." As 
with certification of insurers and health plans, state 
lawmakers should require the exchange to simply 
accept the determinations of the states existing pro
fessional licensure system when it comes to certi
fying agents or organizations as "navigators" who 
assist individuals \vith enrolling in the exchange 
and choosing a health plan. State lawmakers will 
at some point need to amend the applicable state 
licensure statute and compensation regulations as 
necessary to conform them to whatever standards 
HHS eventually issues to implement these provi
sions of the PPACA. 

States will still be able to specify different licen
sure standards for agents selling health coverage 
outside of the exchange-if they so choose-though 
this would be a good opportunity for lawmakers 
to review those existing statutes and regulations to 
determine if other changes should be made to them 
as well. 

5. Administrative functions. When it comes 
to the various administrative functions that Obam
acare requires the exchange to perform-such as 
providing a Web site for enrollment, plan compari
son and plan selection, toll-free telephone assis
tance, an online calculator for determining plan 
costs to enrollees, information transmission to the 

U.S. Treasury to calculate and pay enrollee subsi
dies-the best course of action is for the exchange 
to simply hire private-sector vendors to provide the 
necessary soft ware and operational support. 

If, at some point, either Congress rescinds fund
ing or the Supreme Court voids Obamacare, then 
the vendors will stop their work. In the event that 
Obamacare is still in place when the exchanges are 
scheduled to begin operation, a states enabling leg
islation should require the exchange to fund its sub
sequent ongoing operations with user fees. Because 
of the PPACAS minimum loss ratio regulations, the 
enabling legislation should further specify that the 
exchange is to charge such user fees to enrollees, 
not to participating insurers. 

In contracting for these administrative and tech
nical services, state lawmakers can either require 
the exchange to follow existing state government 
contracting procedures, or permit the exchange's 
governing board to adopt alternative procedures. 

6. State legislature oversight. A state that takes 
this approach should also establish special over
sight committees of its legislature to supervise the 
AHB exchange and the interactions between the 
exchange and relevant state government agencies 
and departments. The oversight committees should 
pay particularly close attention to the states insur
ance department, its Medicaid and CHIP programs, 
and its tax and revenue department (which may be 
affected by the need to verify income in connection 
with eligibility determinations for Medicaid and the 
new federal subsidies). 

States will want to vest this oversight responsi
bility with new special committees-one for each 
legislative chamber, or, a single bicameral special 
committee-because implementation will involve 
several executive branch agencies and the jurisdic
tions of more than one standing committee. State 
legislatures typically have standing insurance com
mittees to handle insurance matters, as well as 
standing health committees with jurisdiction over 
the states Medicaid and CHIP programs. Thus, the 
slate's legislative leadership will want to ensure that 
a special exchange oversight committee includes 
both members with experience and expertise in 
insurance law and members with experience and 
expertise in Medicaid and CHIP. Leadership may 
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also want to ensure that members with experience 
and expertise in other areas, such as tax or appro
priations, serve on the special oversight committee. 

Furthermore, states whose legislatures meet in 
time-limited sessions will want to authorize any 
oversight committee as an "interim" committee so 
that it continues to function between the regular 
sessions of the legislature. Should an interim over
sight committee identify issues that need immedi
ate legislative attention, those states can use their 
established procedures for calling the full legislature 
back for a "special" session to consider any relevant 
legislation. 

7. Sunset provision. The state's enabling legis
lation should also include a sunset provision that 
automatically terminates the state's AHB exchange 
should a Supreme Court ruling void the legislation 
or should subsequent federal legislation be enact
ed that repeals the authority granted to the Sec
retary of Health and Human Services to establish 
AHB exchanges in states that do not establish such 
exchanges on their own. Specifically, the sunset 
provision should be triggered by any future federal 
repeal or nullification of Section l32l(c) of Public 
Law lll-148. 

Conclusion 
State lawmakers now face important decisions 

about whether they will pursue their own health 
insurance market reforms~separate and differ
ent from Obamacare~and whether they \\~ll cre
ate defensive AHB exchanges to shield their states 
and minimize federal interference while they await 
the ultimate disposition of Obamacare by Congress 
or the Supreme Court. State lawmakers should 
understand that these decisions, while related, are 
in fact severable. They can opt to pursue their own 
reforms, create a defensive AHB exchange, do both, 
or do neither. 

State lawmakers should pursue health insurance 
market reforms of their own design now, indepen-
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dent of the PPACA, not only to increase access to 
coverage and provide incentives for better value 
in the near term, but also as a longer-term hedge 
against the uncertainties surrounding the timing of 
the eventual disposition of Obamacare's exchange 
prO\~sions, related insurance market regulations, 
and the new federal subsidy program that the 
exchanges are intended to administer. 

vVhile there are good reasons why some states 
may decide not to establish AHB exchanges, it is 
important that state lawmakers inclined toward that 
option carefully consider its implications for their 
state's Medicaid program and insurance market. 
Stale lawmakers who feel more comfortable with a 
strategy that protects their state as much as possible 
until Obamacare's fate is decided by Congress or 
the Supreme Court can instead pursue the alterna
tive approach of adopting a limited, defensive AHB 
exchange design. 

Given the considerable uncertainty surround
ing if, when, or how the exchange pro\~sions of 
the PPACA '~!! be implemented, the wisest course 
for state lawmakers is to adopt responses that posi
tion their states for a range of possible outcomes. 
While state lawmakers, like everyone else, would 
obviously prefer to have more certainty regarding 
Obamacare, the reality is that they cannot expect to 
obtain such certainty any time soon. Consequent
ly, they will instead need to focus in the near term 
on finding ways to better manage the new uncer
tainty that Obamacare has injected into the health 
care system. Pending further changes at the fed
eral level, state lawmakers need to determine now 
the best approach in each of their respective states 
for advancing their own positive "counter reforms" 
while also protecting their constituents from the 
disruption and adverse effects of this deeply flawed 
and misguided federal legislation. 

~Edmund F. Haislmaier is Senim· Research Fellow 
in tire Center for Health Policy Studies at Tire Heritage 
Foundation. 

page 12 

40326



 

 

 

State Legislators’ Check List for Health Reform Implementation FY 2010 
July 15, 2010 

 
 

Rachel Morgan R.N., BSN, Senior Health Policy Specialist 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Conference of State Legislatures 444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 515 Washington, D.C.  20001 
 

40327



2 

 

 State Legislators’ Check List for Health Reform Implementation FY 2010 

Table of Contents 
INSURANCE REFORMS .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2 

HEALTH CARE COVERAGE ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE/HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS ............................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

LONG-TERM CARE .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 7 

MEDICAID ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10 

MEDICARE .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 28 

QUALITY, PREVENTION & WELLNESS ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 33 

AMERICAN HEALTH BENEFIT ECHANGE GRANT ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 38 

40328



3 

 

 State Legislators’ Check List for Health Reform Implementation FY 2010 
FY 2010 TASKS  
INSURANCE REFORMS 

NOT 
STARTED 

IN PROGRESS COMPLETED Implementation
Date 

 

   September 2010 Within 6 months of enactment analyze and conform as necessary state laws regulating insurance with 
the provisions in the new federal law including the following: 
 

�  �  �  
 1. Prohibition on annual and lifetime limits on dollar value of coverage outside those limitations 

permitted by the secretary.  

�  �  �  
 2. Prohibition on rescission of coverage by insurers. 

�  �  �  
 3. Required coverage of preventive health services rated A or B by the U.S. Preventive Services 

4. Task Force without cost sharing. 

�  �  �  
 5. Extension of adult dependent coverage to age 26 by group and individual plans. 

�  �  �  
 6. Prohibition on the use of preexisting condition exclusions for children.  

�  �  �  
 7. Prohibition on discrimination based on salary. 

�  �  �  
 8. Plan incorporation of revised internal and external appeals process requirements. 

�  �  �  
 9. Assurances of plan and provider compliance with patient protections. 

 

�  �  �  March 2010 Establish a health insurance consumer assistance office and ombudsmen ($30 million in grant funding is 
available to states to establish and operate offices through HHS) (effective upon enactment) 
 

�  �  �  FY 2010 Establish a process for plan reporting requirements for annual review of premium increases ($250 million in 
grant funding is available to states over a 5-year period to assist rate review activities.) (effective during 
the 2010 plan year) 

�  �  �  
 Determine funding needs for an expansion of outreach to and education of consumers regarding new 

protections and rights. 
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�  �  �  September 2010 Requirements for plan information submission to the secretary and state for public use. (effective 6 months 
after enactment) 

�  �  �  June 2010 Determine the mechanism by which your state will comply with statutory requirements for a high risk pool 
program from the following options: 

1. Operation of a new high risk pool alongside of an existing state high risk pool, 

2. Establishment of a new high risk pool (in a state that does not currently have a high risk pool), 

3. Build upon other existing coverage programs designed to cover high risk individuals, 

4. Contract with a current HIPAA carrier of last resort or other carrier, to provide subsidized coverage for the 
eligible population, or 

5. Do nothing, in which case HHS would carry out a coverage program in the state, 

(Provides $5 billion to fund pools through 2013) (effective 90 days after enactment) 
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�  �  �  FY 2010 School-Based Health Clinic/ Center Grants (SBHCs) (Grant Opportunity) 
Establishes a grant program for the establishment and operation of school-based health centers (SBHC). 
To be eligible for a grant an entity must: 

 Be a SBHC or a sponsoring facility of an SBHC, and 

 Submit an application containing information that awarded funds will only be used for authorized services or 
allowed by federal, state or local law. 

 In awarding grants preference will be given to SBHC that serve a large population of children eligible for 
medical assistance or the state child health plan. 

 Funds may be used for; 

 Facilities including acquisition or improvement of land, acquisition, construction, expansion, replacement, or 
other improvements of any building or other facility, 

 Equipment, or 

 Similar expenditures. 

 No funds may be used for personnel or to provide services. 

 Appropriates $50 million for fiscal years 2010 through 2013 

 No matching funds requirement is imposed. 
 

�  �  �  FY 2010 Continuing Educational Support for Health Professionals Serving in Underserved Communities  
(Grant Opportunity) 

 Establishes grants for eligible entities including health professions schools, academic health centers, State or 
local governments, or other appropriate public or private nonprofit entities for the purpose of supportive 
activities to enhance education through distance learning, continuing educational activities, collaborative 
conferences, and electronic and tele-learning activities, with priority for primary care. 

 Authorizes $5 million for FY 2010 through 2014 and such sums as necessary for subsequent fiscal years. 
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�  �  �  FY 2010 Issue of State Interest 

Funding for Public Health Service Act Nursing Programs 
Authorizes $338 million for FY 2010 and sums as necessary for fiscal years 2011 through 2016 to fund the Public 
Health Service Act nursing development programs. 
 

�  �  �  FY 2010 Issues of State Interest 

Nursing Student Loan Program 

Raises the cap on the maximum annual loan amount each student may receive from $2,500 to $3,300, loan 
amounts for the final two academic years from $4,000 to $5,200, and raises the overall aggregate amount to 
$17,000 from $13,000 beginning in FY 2010 and 2011. After fiscal year 2011, the amounts will be adjusted to 
provide for a cost-of-attendance increase for the yearly loan rate. 

�  �  �   Medical Residency Training 

 Modifies rules governing when hospitals can receive indirect medical education (IME) and direct graduate 
medical education (DGME) funding for residents who train in a non-provider setting. 

 Modifies current law to allow hospitals to count resident time spent in didactic conference to IME costs in the 
provider setting and toward DGME in the non-provider setting. 

 Directs the secretary to redistribute medical residency slots from a hospital that closes on or after the date that 
is two years before enactment of health reform legislation. 
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�  �  �  FY 2010 Issues of State Interest 

Pediatric Specialty Loan Repayment Program  

 Establishes a pediatric specialty loan repayment program. 

 Eligible recipients must agree to be employed full-time for a period of not less than two years providing 
pediatric medical subspecialty, pediatric surgical specialty, or child and adolescent mental and 
behavioral health care, including substance abuse prevention and treatment services. 

 Services will be provided in an area with a shortage of the specified services but with a sufficient 
pediatric population to support the subspecialty. 

 Payments will be made on behalf of the recipient by the Department of Health and Human Services on 
the principle and interest of undergraduate, graduate, or graduate medical education loans of not more 
than $35,000 per year for each year of service for a period of not more than three years. 

Preference will be given to applicants who are or will be working in a school setting, have familiarity with 
evidence-based methods, and cultural and linguistic competence health care services, and demonstrate a 
financial need. 

 Authorizes the appropriation of $30 million for fiscal years (FY) 2010 through 2014 for applicants in a 
pediatric medical subspecialty, pediatric surgical specialty, and $20 million for FY 2010 through 2013 for 
applicants in child and adolescent mental and behavioral health care, including substance abuse 
prevention and treatment. 

 

�  �  �   Primary Care Student Loan Funds 
 Amends existing agreement requirements of a federally supported student loan to include an option for 

repayment by a recipient to practice for 10 years, including residency training in primary health care, or 
until the date the loan has been repaid.  

 Establishes a payment penalty interest rate of two percent per year for noncompliance with the original 
agreement. 

 Revises current student loan guidelines pertaining to submission of parental financial information for an 
independent student to determine financial need to allow the determination of need to be at the 
discretion of the applicable school loan officer. 

40333



8 

 

 State Legislators’ Check List for Health Reform Implementation FY 2010 
FY 2010 TASKS 
LONG-TERM CARE 

NOT 
STARTED 

IN 
PROGRESS 

COMPLETED Implementation
Date 

 

�  �  �   Issue of State Interest 

Sec. 8002 Community Living Assistance Service and Supports 

 Establishes a new, voluntary, self-funded public long term care insurance program, to be known as the CLASS 
Independence Benefit Plan, for the purchase of community living assistance services and supports by 
individuals with functional limitations. Requires the Secretary to develop an actuarially sound benefit plan that 
ensures solvency for 75 years; allows for a five year vesting period for eligibility of benefits; creates benefit 
triggers that allow for the determination of functional limitation; and provides cash benefit that is not less than 
an average of $50 per day. No taxpayer funds will be used to pay benefits under this provision. 

 Creates a new national insurance program to help adults who have or develop functional impairments to 
remain independent, employed and stay a part of their communities. 

 Financed through voluntary payroll deductions (with opt-out enrollment similar to Medicare Part B), this 
program will remove barriers to independence and choice (e.g., housing modifications, assistive technologies, 
personal assistance services, transportation) by providing a cash benefit to individuals unable to perform two 
or more functional activities of daily living.  

Definitions 

 “Active enrollee” means an individual who has enrolled and paid premiums to maintain enrollment. “Activities of 
daily living” include eating, toileting, transferring, bathing, dressing, and incontinence or the cognitive 
equivalent. 

 An “eligible beneficiary” has paid premiums for at least 60 months and for at least 12 consecutive months. (§ 
3203)l. 
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�  �  �   Issue of State Interest 

Sec. 8002 Community Living Assistance Service and Supports (continued) 
 
CLASS Independent Benefit Plan 

 Directs the Secretary of Health & Human Services to develop two alternative benefit plans within specified 
limits.  

 The monthly maximum premiums will be set by the Secretary to ensure 75 years of solvency. 

 There is a five year vesting period for benefit eligibility. 

 The benefit triggers when an individual is unable to perform not less than two activities of daily living for at 
least 90 days. 

 The cash benefit will be not less than $50 per day. 

Not later than October 1, 2012, the Secretary will designate a CLASS benefit plan, taking into consideration the 
recommendations of the CLASS Independence Advisory Council. 

Enrollment and Disenrollment 

 The Secretary will establish procedures to allow for voluntary automatic enrollment by employers, as well 
as alternative enrollment processes for self-employed, employees of non-participating employers, spouses 
and others. Individuals may choose to waive enrollment in CLASS in a form and manner to be established 
by the Secretary. 

 Premiums will be deducted from wages or self-employment income according to procedures established by 
the Secretary. 

Benefits 

 Eligible beneficiaries will receive appropriate cash benefits to which they are entitled, advocacy services, 
and advice and assistance counseling. 

 Cash benefits will be paid into a Life Independence Account to purchase non-medical services and 
supports needed to maintain a beneficiary’s independence at home or in another residential setting, 
including home modifications, assistive technology, accessible transportation, homemaker services, respite 
care, personal assistance services, home care aides, and added nursing support. 
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�  �  �   Issue of State Interest 

Sec. 8002 Community Living Assistance Service and Supports (continued) 
 

CLASS Independence Fund 

 The CLASS Independence Fund will be located in the Department of the Treasury and the Secretary of the 
Treasury will act as the Managing Trustee. 

 A CLASS Independence Fund Board of Trustees will include the Commissioner of Social Security, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Health & Human Services, and two 
members of the public. 

CLASS Independence Advisory Council 

 The CLASS Independence Advisory Council, created under this Title, will include not more than 15 
members, named by the President, a majority of whom will include representatives of individuals who 
participate or are likely to participate in the CLASS program.  

 The Council will advise the Secretary on matters of general policy relating to CLASS 
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    Analyze and conform as necessary state laws regulating the following provisions related to the State 
Medicaid programs: 

�  �  �  FY 2010 Sec. 2001 Maintenance of Medicaid Income Eligibility (MOE) 

General Provisions 

 Requires states to maintain existing income eligibility levels for all Medicaid populations upon enactment. 
The imposition of any changes in eligibility standards, methodologies or procedures that is more restrictive 
than those in place on the date of enactment will result in the loss of federal matching funding. 

 This maintenance of effort for eligibility (MOE) provision will expire when the HHS Secretary determines 
that the state health exchange is fully operational, except as it applies to coverage of: 

1. individuals with income at or below 133 percent of FPL, for which it will continue through December 
31, 2013; and 

2. children under age 19 (or higher if provided for in the state plan), for which it will continue through 
September 30, 2019. 

�  �  �  December 1, 2010 State Financial Hardship Exemption 

 Between January 1, 2011 and January 1, 2014, a state is exempt from the maintenance of effort for 
optional nonpregnant, non-disabled adult populations above 133 percent of the federal poverty level if the 
state certifies to the Secretary that the state is currently experiencing a budget deficit or projects to have a 
budget deficit in the following state fiscal year.  

 The state may make the necessary certification on or after December 1, 2010. 

�  �  �  April 1, 2010  Mandating coverage of former foster care children through age 26. (See Sec. 2004 for additional 
detail) (effective April 1, 2010), 

�  �  �  March 2010  Concurrent care for children who are eligible for Medicaid or CHIP, to receive hospice services without 
forgoing any other service to which the child is entitled under Medicaid. (see sec. 2302 for additional detail) 
(effective upon enactment), 

�  �  �  March 2010  Optional Coverage for Freestanding Birth Center Services- Makes coverage of services provided by 
free-standing birthing centers a mandatory benefit under Medicaid. (See Sec. 2301 for additional details) 
(effective upon enactment). 
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�  �  �  October 1, 2010  Comprehensive Tobacco Cessation Services - conform state laws as necessary to provide state 
Medicaid coverage for comprehensive tobacco cessation services for pregnant women without cost-
sharing for the services as is mandatory in the. (Effective October 1, 2010) 

    Analyze and respond as necessary according to state needs related to the State Medicaid programs: 

 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 State Financial Hardship Exemption 

 Between January 1, 2011 and January 1, 2014, a state is exempt from the maintenance of effort for 
optional nonpregnant, non-disabled adult populations above 133 percent of the federal poverty level if the 
state certifies to the Secretary that the state is currently experiencing a budget deficit or projects to have a 
budget deficit in the following state fiscal year.  

 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 2006 Special Adjustment to FMAP Determination for Certain States Recovering from a Major 
Disaster 

 Reduces projected decreases in federal Medicaid matching funds as a result of the regular updating 
process, for states that have experienced major disaster.  

 To qualify as a “disaster recovery FMAP adjustment state”, a state must have over the past seven fiscal 
years received a Presidential declaration of a major disaster under the provisions of sec. 401 of the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act and every county or Parrish in the state 
statewide was eligible for both individual and public assistance. 

Effective Date  

 January 1, 2011. 
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�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 2005 Puerto Rico and the Territories 

 Beginning in January 1, 2011, and for each fiscal year thereafter, all territories’ FMAP rate and spending caps 
will be increased. 

 Requires territories in 2014 to provide coverage to childless adults who met income eligibility standards 
consistent with those already established for parents by the territories.  

 Provides that the cost of providing coverage to newly eligible individuals will not count towards the spending 
cap. 
 

Territories and the Health Insurance Exchanges 

 Each territory will have a one-time option to “opt-in” to state (or territory)-based insurance exchanges in 2014. 
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�  �  �   Sec. 2601-Waiver Authority for Dual-Eligible Demonstrations 

 Clarifies that Medicaid demonstration authority for coordinating care for dual-eligibles is as long as five years. 

�  �  �  March 1, 2010 Issue of State Interest 

Sec. 2602-Improved Coordination and Protection for Dual-Eligibles 

Federal Coordinated Health Care Office (CHCO) 

 Establishes the Federal Coordinated Health Care Office (CHCO) within the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) no later than March 1, 2010.  

 The CHCO would report directly to the CMS Administrator. The purpose of the CHCO would be to bring 
together officials of the Medicare and Medicaid programs at CMS to (1) more effectively integrate benefits 
under the Medicare and Medicaid programs, and (2) improve the coordination between the Federal and state 
governments for individuals eligible for benefits under both such programs in order to ensure that such 
individuals get full access to the items and services to which they are entitled.  

 Establishes the specific responsibilities of the CHCO as follows: 

1. Providing states, specialized MA plans for special needs individuals; physicians and other relevant 
entities or individuals with the education and tools necessary for developing programs that align 
benefits under the Medicare and Medicaid programs for dual eligible individuals.  

2. Supporting state efforts to coordinate and align acute care and long-term care services for dual 
eligible individuals with other items and services furnished under the Medicare program. 

3. Providing support for coordination of contracting and oversight by states and the CMS with respect to 
the integration of the Medicare and Medicaid programs in a manner that is supportive of the goals 
described above. 

 Requires the Secretary, as part of the budget, to submit to Congress an annual report containing 
recommendations for legislation that would improve care coordination and benefits for dual eligible 
individuals. 
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    Determine participation in state optional expansions as follows: 

�  �  �  April 1, 2010 Optional Eligibility Expansion to Childless Adults 

 Permitting states to extend Medicaid coverage to non-elderly, non-pregnant adults through a state plan 
amendment (SPA) at their current matching rate. 

 States may phase-in coverage based on income. 

 Lower income individuals must be phased-in first.  

 If a state expands eligibility they are required to extend coverage to individuals with lower incomes before 
extending coverage to individuals with higher incomes.   

 Effective April 1, 2010. 

�  �  �  April 1, 2010 Treatment of Individuals with Incomes above 133 Percent of FPL 

 States may provide Medicaid coverage to individuals with a Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) above 
133 percent of FPL through traditional Medicaid or in the form of supplemental wrap benefits. Individuals with 
MAGI above 133 percent of FPL who receive only a benefit wrap from Medicaid may be eligible for tax credits 
in the state exchange. 

 States may phase-in coverage based on categorical group, provided that lower income individuals are 
phased-in first.  

 States must ensure that all children of parents who choose state exchange coverage will continue to receive 
the benefits, including early and periodic screening, diagnostic, and testing benefits (EPSDT), that they were 
entitled to receive under Medicaid. The Medicaid cost-sharing rules and the out-of-pocket limit of five percent 
of family income would continue to apply for children. 

 Effective April 1, 2010. 
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�  �  �  March 2010 Determine participation in state optional expansions as follows: 

New Optional Eligibility Category 

 State option to add a new categorically-needy eligibility group to Medicaid. 

 The new group would be comprised of:  

1. non-pregnant individuals with income up to the highest level applicable to pregnant women covered 
under the Medicaid or CHIP state plan, and  

2. at state option, individuals eligible under the standards and processes of existing section 1115 waivers 
that provide family planning services and supplies. 

Benefits 

 Benefits would be limited to family planning services and supplies and would also include related medical 
diagnosis and treatment services. 

Presumptive Eligibility 

 States may make a presumptive eligibility determination for individuals eligible for these services through the 
new optional eligibility group. This means that states may enroll these individuals for a limited period of time 
before completed Medicaid applications are filed and processed, based on a preliminary determination by 
Medicaid providers of likely Medicaid eligibility. 

 States will not be allowed to provide Medicaid coverage through benchmark plans unless the coverage 
includes family planning services and supplies. 

Effective Date 

Effective upon enactment and applicable to services provided on or after that date. 
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�  �  �  January 1, 2010 Pediatric Accountable Care Organization (ACO) Demonstration Program  

 Establishes a demonstration project, authorizing participating states to allow pediatric medical providers 
who meet certain criteria to be recognized as accountable care organizations (ACOs) for the purposes of 
receiving incentive payments, in the same manner as an ACO would be recognized and provided with 
incentive payments under Medicare (as provided for in section 3022 of the bill). 

 Requires the Secretary, in consultation with states and pediatric providers, to develop performance 
guidelines to ensure that the quality of care delivered to individuals by the ACOs would be at least as high 
as it would have been absent the demonstration project. 

 Requires participating states, in consultation with the Secretary, to establish an annual minimum level of 
savings in expenditures for items and services covered under Medicaid and CHIP that would need to be 
achieved by an ACO in order for the ACO to receive an incentive payment.  

 Provides that ACOs that meet the performance guidelines established by the Secretary and achieve 
savings greater than the annual minimal savings level established by the state will receive an incentive 
payment for the year equal to a portion (as determined appropriate by the Secretary) of the amount of the 
excess savings. 

 Authorizes the Secretary to establish an annual cap on incentive payments for an ACO. 

Authorizes the demonstration from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2016. 

�  �  �  FY 2010 Medicaid Global Payments Demonstration  

 A demonstration project available to 5 states which establishes the Medicaid Global Payment System 
Demonstration Project, which creates an alternative payment methodology for safety net hospital systems.  

 Participating states must adjust their payments made to an eligible safety net hospital system or network 
from a fee for- service payment structure to a global, capitated payment model. 

 Operation during fiscal FY 2010 to FY 2012. 
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�  �  �  April 2010 Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration 

 Extends the authorization for the Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration through 
September 30, 2016. 

 Changes the eligibility rules for individuals to participate in the demonstration project by requiring that 
individuals reside in an inpatient facility for not less than 90 consecutive days.  

 Excludes Medicare-covered short-term rehabilitative services from the counting of the 90-day period. 

Effective 30 days after enactment. 
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�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Program for Healthy Lifestyles (Grant Opportunity) 

Sec. 4108 creates a grant program for states to provide incentives to Medicaid beneficiaries who participate in a 
program to develop a healthy lifestyle. 

These programs must be comprehensive and uniquely suited to address the needs of Medicaid eligible 
beneficiaries and must have demonstrated success in helping individuals lower or control cholesterol and/or blood 
pressure, lose weight, quit smoking and/or manage or prevent diabetes, and may address co-morbidities, such as 
depression, associated with these conditions. 

(Appropriates $100 million for this purpose, and grant awards will be awarded beginning January 1, 2011). 
Grants will be awarded over a five-year period, and the program must be carried out by a State within a three-year 
period. 

�  �  �   State Plan Option Promoting Health Homes for Enrollees with Chronic Conditions (Grant Opportunity) 

 Creates a new Medicaid state plan option under which Medicaid enrollees with at least two chronic conditions 
or with one chronic condition and at risk of developing another chronic condition, could designate a provider as 
their health home. 

 Requires qualifying providers to meet certain standards established by the Secretary, including demonstrating 
that they have the systems and infrastructure in place to provide comprehensive and timely high-quality care 
either in-house or by contracting with a team of health professionals. 

 The designated provider or a team of health professionals will offer the following services: comprehensive care 
management; care coordination and health promotion; comprehensive transitional care, including appropriate 
follow-up, from inpatient to other settings; patient and family support; and referral to community and social 
support services, if relevant and as feasible use health information technology to link such services. 

 Teams of providers could be free-standing, virtual, or based at a hospital, community health center, clinic, 
physician‘s office, or physician group practice.  

 Requires designated providers to report to the state on all applicable quality measures in the state Medicaid 
program. 
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�  �  �  January 1, 2011 State Plan Option Promoting Health Homes for Enrollees with Chronic Conditions (continued) 

     Directs the state to develop a mechanism to pay the health home for services rendered. The state 
plan amendment will include a plan for tracking avoidable hospital readmissions and plan for 
producing savings resulting from improved chronic care coordination and management. 

Federal Match Payments 

 Provides an enhanced match of 90 percent FMAP for two years for states that take up this option. 

 In addition, small planning grants may be available to help states intending to take up this option. 
Regular FMAP rules would apply.  

Effective Date 

 The state option would be available beginning on January 1, 2011. 
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�  �  �  FY 2010 Removal of Barriers to Providing Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) 

 Applies specific measures to remove barriers to providing HCBS. 

 These measures include: 

1. state-level oversight and assessment of HCBS resources, 

2. coordination of HCBS across all providers, and  

3. procedures for patients to file complaints. 

 Gives states the option to provide more types of HCBS through a state plan amendment to 
individuals with higher levels of need rather than through a waiver.  

 Permits states to extend full Medicaid benefits to individuals receiving HCBS under a state plan 
amendment. 

 Provides that states will not be required to comply with requirements for state wideness and will 
be able to phase-in services and eligibility as they become available, targeting the services to 
specific populations. 

 Effective on the first day of the first fiscal year quarter that begins after the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

�  �  �   Aging and Disability Resource Centers 

 Allocates $10 million each fiscal year, beginning in FY 2010 - FY 2014 to continue funding 
ADRCs. 
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   FY 2010 Budget Item 

Nationwide Program for National and State Background Checks on Direct Patient Access Employees of 
Long-Term Care Facilities and Providers 

�  �  �    conduct screening and criminal history background checks; 

�  �  �    monitor compliance by LTC facilities and providers; 

�  �  �    provide for a provisional period of employment of a direct patient access employee, as specified; 

�  �  �    provide procedures for an independent process by which a provisional employee or an employee may 
request an appeal, or dispute the accuracy of, the information obtained in a background check, as specified; 

�  �  �    provide for the designation of a single State agency with specified responsibilities; 

�  �  �    determine which individuals are direct patient access employees; 

�  �  �    as appropriate, specify disqualifying offenses, including convictions for violent crimes; and 

�  �  �    describe and test methods that reduce duplicative fingerprinting, as specified. 

�  �  �    Requires states to guarantee (directly or through donations from public or private entities) a designated 
amount of nonfederal contributions to the program. The federal government will provide a match equal to 
three times the amount a state guarantees.  

�  �  �    Federal funds will not exceed $3 million for newly participating states and $1.5 million for previously 
participating states.  

�  �  �    Requires the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer to HHS an amount specified by the HHS Secretary as 
necessary (not to exceed $160 million) to carry out the nationwide program for FY 2010 - FY 2012. Amounts 
provided will remain available until expended. 
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    Requires States to implement fraud, waste, and abuse programs before January 1, 2011 as follows: 

�  �  �  
 

January 1, 2011 Sec. 10201 Waiver Transparency - Applies to applications for or renewal of experimental projects, pilots or 
demonstration projects under Section 1115 of the Social Security Act. 

�  �  �  
 

 Sec. 6401 Provider screening and other enrollment requirements under Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP- 
establishing procedures for screening providers and suppliers participating in Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP. 

   January 1, 2011 Sec. 6402 Enhanced Medicare and Medicaid program integrity provisions; 

�  �  �    Overpayments - Requires that overpayments be reported and returned within 60 days from the date the 
overpayment was identified or by the date a corresponding cost report was due, whichever is later 

�  �  �    National Provider Identifier - Requires the Secretary to issue a regulation mandating that all Medicare, 
Medicaid, and CHIP providers include their NPI on enrollment applications.  

�  �  �    Medicaid Management Information System - Authorizes the Secretary to withhold the Federal matching 
payment to States for medical assistance expenditures when the State does not report enrollee encounter 
data in a timely manner to the State’s Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS). 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 6411 Expansion of the Recovery Audit Contractor (RAC) program - Requires States to establish 
contracts with one or more Recovery Audit Contractors (RACs). These state RAC contracts would be 
established to identify underpayments and overpayments and to recoup overpayments made for services 
provided under state Medicaid plans as well as state plan waivers. 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 6501 Termination of provider participation under Medicaid if terminated under Medicare or other 
State plan - Requires States to terminate individuals or entities from their Medicaid programs if the individuals 
or entities were terminated from Medicare or another state’s Medicaid program. 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 6502 Medicaid exclusion from participation relating to certain ownership, control, and management 
affiliations Requires Medicaid agencies to exclude individuals or entities from participating in Medicaid for a 
specified period of time if the entity or individual owns, controls, or manages an entity that: (1) has failed to 
repay overpayments during the period as determined by the Secretary; (2) is suspended, excluded, or 
terminated from participation in any Medicaid program; or (3) is affiliated with an individual or entity that has 
been suspended, excluded, or terminated from Medicaid participation. 
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    Requires States to implement fraud, waste, and abuse programs before January 1, 2011 as follows: 
(continued) 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 6504 Requirement to report expanded set of data elements under MMIS to detect fraud - Requires 
states and Medicaid managed care entities to submit data elements from MMIS as determined necessary by the 
Secretary for program integrity, program oversight, and administration. 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 6505 Prohibition on payments to institutions or entities located outside of the United States - 
Prohibits states from making any payments for items or services provided under a Medicaid state plan or waiver 
to any financial institution or entity located outside of the United States. 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 6506 Overpayments - Extends the period for states to repay overpayments to one year when a final 
determination of the amount of the overpayment has not been determined due to an ongoing judicial or 
administrative process. When overpayments due to fraud are pending, state repayments of the Federal portion 
would not be due until 30 days after the date of the final judgment. 
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�  �  �  October 1, 2010 Sec. 6507 Mandatory State use of National Correct Coding Initiative (NCCI) –  

 Requires states to use the National Correct Coding Initiative (NCCI) in Medicaid. 

 Amends the Medicaid statute to require states to have an MMIS that, effective for claims filed on or after 
October 1, 2010, incorporates compatible elements of the NCCI (or any successor initiative) and other 
elements of that Initiative (or such other national correct coding methodologies) as the Secretary identifies 
in accordance with specified requirements. 

 Provides that not later than September 1, 2010, the Secretary will be required to: 

1. identify those methodologies of the NCCI (or any successor initiative to promote correct coding and to 
control improper coding leading to inappropriate payment) which are compatible to claims filed under 
Medicaid; 

2. identify those methodologies of such Initiative (or such other national correct coding methodologies) 
that should be incorporated into claims filed under Medicaid with respect to items and services for 
which no national correct coding methodologies have been established under such Initiative with 
respect to Medicare;  

3. notify states of the elements identified (and of any other national correct coding methodologies 
identified) and how states are to incorporate such elements (and methodologies) into claims filed under 
Medicaid; and 

4. submit a report to Congress that includes the notice to states and an analysis supporting the 
identification of the elements (or methodologies). 

Rule for changes requiring State legislation 

If the Secretary determines that state legislation is required in order for a Medicaid state plan to meet the 
additional requirements imposed by the provision, the state plan will not be regarded as failing to comply 
before the first day of the first calendar quarter beginning after the close of the first regular session of the state 
legislature that begins after the date of enactment. In the case of a state that has a 2-year legislative session, 
each year of the session would be considered a separate regular session of the state legislature. 
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�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Medicaid Pharmacy Reimbursement (AMP Fix)  

 Changes the Federal upper payment limit (FUL) to no less than 175 percent of the weighted average 
(determined on the basis of utilization) of the most recent AMPs for pharmaceutically and therapeutically 
equivalent multiple source drugs available nationally through commercial pharmacies. 

 Effective on the first day of the first calendar year quarter that begins at least 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, without regard to whether or not final regulations to carry out such amendments have 
been promulgated by such date. 

�  �  �   Sec. 2501-Increase Minimum Rebate Percentage for Single Source Drugs 

 Increases the minimum manufacturer rebate for brand-name drugs purchased by state Medicaid programs 
from 15.1% of average manufacturer price to 23.1% of average manufacturer price 

Increase Minimum Rebate Percentage for Clotting Factors and Drugs Approved by the FDA for Pediatric 
Use Only 

 Increases the minimum manufacturer rebate for brand-name drugs purchased by state Medicaid programs 
from 15.1% of average manufacturer price to 17.1% of average manufacturer price 

Limit on Total Rebate Liability 

 Limits total rebate liability on an individual single source or innovator multiple source drug to 100 percent of 
AMP for that drug product. Other features of the drug rebate program, such as the Medicaid's best price 
provision, would remain unchanged. 

�  �  �   Sec. 2501-Increase Minimum Rebate Percentage for Generic Drugs 

 Increases the minimum manufacturer rebate for non innovator, multiple source drugs to 13% of average 
manufacturer price (AMP).  

 Requires the Comptroller General to review state laws that have a negative impact on generic drug utilization 
in federal programs due to restrictions such as but not limited to limits on pharmacists‘ ability substitute a 
generic drug or carve-outs of certain classes of drugs from generic substitution. 
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�  �  �   Sec. 2501-Increase Minimum Rebate Percentage for Generic Drugs (continued) 

Limit on Total Rebate Liability 

 Limits total rebate liability on an individual single source or innovator multiple source drug to 100 percent 
of AMP for that drug product. Other features of the drug rebate program, such as the Medicaid's best price 
provision, would remain unchanged. 

�  �  �   Application of Rebates to New Formulations of Existing Drugs 
For purposes of applying the additional rebate, the bill narrows the definition of a new formulation of a drug to 
a line extension (i.e., extended release formulations) of a single source or innovator multiple source drug that 
is an oral solid dosage form of the drug. 

�  �  �   Sec. 2503 Medicaid Pharmacy Reimbursement (AMP Fix) 

 Changes the Federal upper payment limit (FUL) to no less than 175 percent of the weighted average 
(determined on the basis of utilization) of the most recent AMPs for pharmaceutically and therapeutically 
equivalent multiple source drugs available nationally through commercial pharmacies. 

 Clarifies what transactions, discounts, and other price adjustments were included in the definition of AMP. 

 Clarifies that retail survey prices do not include mail order and long term care pharmacies. 

 Expands the disclosure requirement to include monthly weighted average AMPs and retail survey prices. 
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�  �  �   Sec. 2701 Quality Measures for Maternity and Adult Health Services under Medicaid and CHIP 

 Similar to the quality provisions enacted in CHIPRA, directs the HHS Secretary, in consultation with the 
states, to develop an initial set of health care quality measures specific to adults who are eligible for Medicaid. 

 Establishes the Medicaid Quality Measurement Program which will expand upon existing quality measures, 
identify gaps in current quality measurement, establish priorities for the development and advancement of 
quality measures and consult with relevant stakeholders. 

 Requires the Secretary, along with states, to regularly report to Congress the progress made in identifying 
quality measures and implementing them in each state‘s Medicaid program. 

 States would receive grant funding to support the development and reporting of quality measures. 
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�  �  �  FY 2010 Sec. 3106 Extension for Certain Payment Rules for Long-term Care Hospital Services (LTCHs) and of 
Moratorium on the Establishment of Certain Hospitals and Facilities 

 Extends the moratorium on the application of payment policies for certain LTCHs which began in 2007. 
This moratorium will permit LTCH facilities to receive full payment for patients admitted to their facilities 
until December 29, 2012 that are over a threshold set by CMS. 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Conform state standards of practice for physician assistants to include the following: 

  

Sec. 3108 Permitting Physician Assistants to Order Post-Hospital Extended Care Services 

On or after January 1, 2011, physician assistance will be permitted to certify the need for post hospital 
extended care services for Medicare payment.  

    The following provisions may impact the coverage provided to dual eligibles 

�  �  �  March 2010 Sec. 3110 Part B Special Enrollment Period for Disabled TRICARE Beneficiaries 

Creates a special twelve-month special enrollment period (SPE) for military retirees, their spouses (including 
widows/widowers) and dependent children, who are eligible for TRICARE and entitled to Medicare Part 
Abased on disability or ESRD, but who have been declined Part B. The twelve-month SPE would be available 
once in their lifetime and begin on the day after the last day of the initial enrollment period and may choose 
Part B coverage retroactively to the first month of the enrollment period.  

Effective on enactment.  

�  �  �  March 2010 Sec. 3111 Payment for Bone Density 
Medicare will pay for a bone density study (DXA) 70 percent of the 2006 reimbursement rates once every two 
years, or more frequently if the procedure is determined to be medically necessary during.  

�  �  �  March 2010 Sec. 3114 Improved Access for Certified Nurse-Midwife Services 
Amends the Social Security Act by adding that services provided on or after January 1, 2011, the fee schedule 
for certified nurse-midwife services would not be allowed to exceed 100 percent of the amount provided for the 
same service performed by a physician. This amount is an increase from the 80 percent previously covered.  
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�  �  �  FY 2010 New Medicare Category 

Sec. 10323 Medicare Coverage Pilot Program for Individuals Exposed to Environmental Health 
Hazards 

 Adds to the existing list of individuals eligible for coverage under Medicare individuals exposed to 
environmental health hazards.  

 An individual with one or more specified lung diseases or type of cancer who lived for six months 
during a specified period prior to diagnosis in an area subject to a public health emergency 
declaration by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as of June 17, 2009, would be deemed 
entitled to benefits under Part A and eligible to enroll in Part B.  

 Also authorizes the secretary to deem any other individual diagnosed with an illness caused by an 
environmental hazard to which an EPA emergency declaration has occurred to be held under the 
same criteria as eligible. 

 Defines an infected individual as follows: 

1. Being diagnosed with one or more of the following diagnosis: 

 Asbestosis, pleural thickening, or pleural plaques, 

 Mesothelioma, or malignancies of the lung, colon, rectum, larynx, stomach, 
esophagus, pharynx, or ovary, or as specified by the Secretary concerning a 
diagnosis caused by the exposure. 

2. Has been present for an aggregate total of six months in the geographic area subject to an 
emergency declaration during a period not less than 10 years prior to the diagnosis, and prior 
to removal actions. 

3. Has filed an application for benefits, and  

4. Is determined to meet the criteria. 

 Grants authority for determinations of eligibility to the Commissioner of Social Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 
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�  �  �  FY 2010 Sec. 2009 Program for Early Detection of Certain Medical Conditions Related to Environmental Health 
Hazards (Grant Opportunity) 

 Establishes a program of competitive grants for the purpose of screening at-risk individuals for environmental 
health conditions, and  

 Development and dissemination of public information concerning the availability of screening, treatment, and 
Medicare coverage under the program.  

Eligible Entities 

 Entities eligible to apply for this grant include: 

1. A hospital or community health center, 

2. A federally qualified health center (FQHC), 

3. A facility of the Indian Health Service, 

4. A National Cancer Institute-designated cancer center, 

5. An agency of any state or local government, 

6. A nonprofit organization, and 

7. Any other entity the secretary determines appropriate. 

Funding 

 Appropriates $23 million for FY2010 through 2014, and  

 $20 million for each five fiscal year period thereafter. 
 

�  �  �   Sec. 3139 Payment for Biosimilar Biological Products  

 Permits a Part B biosimilar product approved by the Food and Drug Administration to be reimbursed at the 
average sales price (ASP) of the reference drug.   
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�  �  �  FY 2010 Sec. 3205 Extension for Specialized Medicare Advantage Plans for Special Needs Individuals 

 Extends special needs plans (SNPs) authority created in the Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 through December 31, 2013.  

 Directs the secretary to establish a frailty payment adjustment, similar to PACE1, for fully-integrated 
dual-eligible SNPs. 

 Authorizes the secretary to adjust payments to dual-eligible SNP when those plans had fully integrates 
Medicare and Medicaid benefits, including long-term care, and met other criteria. 

 Temporarily extends authority through the end of 2012 for SMPs that do not contract with state 
Medicaid programs to continue to operate, but not to expand their area of operation. 

 Provides for a transition process for SNP beneficiaries that do not qualify as special needs individuals, 
to fee-for-service Medicare and other Medicare Advantage plans. 

 Provides an exception process for beneficiaries who lose Medicaid coverage to reapply for benefits.  
 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec. 3314 Including Costs Incurred By AIDS Drug Assistance Programs and Indian Health Service 
In Providing Prescription Drugs Toward The Annual Out of Pocket Threshold Under Part D 

 Allows costs paid by the Indian Health Service or under an AIDS Drug Assistance Program to count 
toward the out-of-pocket threshold for costs incurred on or after January 1, 2011. 
 

    Implications for Medicare Assistance Programs 

�  �  �  FY 2010 Sec.3315 Immediate Reduction in Coverage Gap in 2010 

 Increases the 2010 standard initial coverage limit from $2,830 to $3,330, decreasing the period of time 
a Part D beneficiary would need to be in the coverage gap. 

                                                            
1 Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) is a capitated benefit authorized by the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (BBA) that features a comprehensive service delivery system and integrated Medicare 

and Medicaid financing. The program is modeled on the system of acute and long term care services developed by On Lok Senior Health Services in San Francisco, California. The model was tested through CMS 

(then HCFA) demonstration projects that began in the mid 1980s. The PACE model was developed to address the needs of long term care clients, providers, and payers.  
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    Title IV Prevention of Chronic Disease and Improving Public Health 

Subtitle B-Increasing Access to Clinical Prevention Services 
 
Conform state Medicaid program payment policies to accommodate for benefit changes in the Medicare 
program for dual eligibles. 

 

�  �  �  January 1, 2011 Sec.4103 as modified by 10402(b). Medicare Coverage of Annual Wellness Visit Providing a Personalized 
Prevention Plan 

 Amends the Social Security Act to require that Medicare Part B cover, without costs sharing, personalized 
prevention plan services including a comprehensive health risk assessment beginning on January 1, 2011.  
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    PREVENTIVE SERVICES 

Conform state insurance laws to reflect the following; 

�  �  �   Sec. 1001 Regarding Coverage of Preventive Services 

 Requires the group and individual health market to cover the following preventive services without cost-sharing 
requirements: 

1. Items or services with a grade of A or B as recommended by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
(UCPSTF),  

2. Immunizations recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 

3. For infants, children and adolescents, preventive care and screenings provided for in comprehensive 
guidelines supported by HRSA, 

4. For women, such additional preventive care and screenings not described by the USPSTF as 
provided in comprehensive guidelines supported by HRSA.  
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    Provide budget support sufficient to conduct the following required assessment: 

�  �  �  September 2010 Sec. 2951 Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Programs   
 Requires each state to conduct an assessment of needs within six months of enactment and separate 

from the needs assessment conducted as a condition for receipt of maternal child block grant funding that 
identifies: 
1. Communities with a concentration of  

a. premature birth;  
b. low birth weight infants;  
c. at-risk for infant death due to neglect, or prenatal, maternal , newborn or child health;  
d. poverty; crime; domestic violence;  
e. high rates of high-school drop-outs;  
f. substance abuse; unemployment, or  
g. child maltreatment, 

2. The quality and capacity of existing programs or initiatives for early childhood home visitation in the 
state including 

a. the number and types of individuals and family who receive services under the programs;  
b. the gaps in early childhood home visitation in the state, and  
c. the extent to which the initiatives are meeting the needs of eligible families in the state. 

3.  The state’s capacity for providing substance abuse treatment and counseling services to individuals 
and families in need of treatment or services. 

 Directs each state to coordinate with other assessments including the assessment for the Maternal Child 
Block grant, the communitywide strategic planning and needs assessment for the Head Start Act, and 
inventory of current unmet needs. 

 Directs each state to submit with the assessment a description of how the state intends to address the 
needs identified, which may include an application for a grant to conduct an early childhood home 
visitation program. 
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�  �  � September 2010 Sec. 2951 (continued) Grants for Early Childhood Home Visitation Programs (Grant Opportunity) 

 Authorizes the secretary to award grants to states for the purpose of establishing an early childhood home 
visitation program to promote the following: 

1. Improvements in maternal and prenatal health, 

2. Infant health, 

3. Child health and development, 

4. Parenting related to child development outcomes, and 

5. School readiness in child abuse, neglect and injuries 

 Authorizes grant awardees to use funds in the initial six month period for the purpose of for planning and 
implementation activities to assist with the establishment of the program. 

 Program requirements include: 

1. Quantifiable, measurable improvements in benchmark areas for eligible families participating in the 
program in each of the following areas: 

 Improved maternal newborn health, 

 Prevention of child injuries, child abuse, neglect, or maltreatment, and reduction of 
emergency department visits, 

 Improvement in school readiness and achievement, 

 Reduction in crime or domestic violence, 

 Improvements in the coordination and referral of community resources and supports. 

 Awardees are expected to develop and implement a plan to improve outcomes in each of the areas listed.   

 Directs states to file a report with the secretary information demonstrating improvements in at least four of 
these areas after the end of the first three year period. Failure to comply or demonstrate improvement will 
result in termination of the grant. 
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�  �  � September 2010 Sec. 2951 (continued) Grants for Early Childhood Home Visitation Programs (Grant Opportunity) 

 Requires submission of a final report to the secretary no later than December 31, 2015. 

 Core Program Components 

1. Service Delivery Model or Models 

 Requires that the model conforms to a clear consistent home visitation model that has been 
in existence for at least three years and is researched-based, grounded in empirically-based 
knowledge, linked to program determined outcomes, associated with a national organization 
or institution of higher education with quality home visitation program standards, with 
demonstrated positive outcomes, or  

 The model conforms to a promising and new approach to achieve the benchmark areas 
specified and the participant outcomes and has been developed or identified by a national 
organization or institute of higher education, and will be evaluated through a well-designed 
and rigorous process. 

2. Majority of grant funding is used for evidence-based models. Prohibits the use of more than 25 
percent of awarded funding to in a given fiscal year for operation of the service delivery model 
program. 

3. Criteria for evidence of effectiveness of models. Directs the secretary to establish criteria for evidence 
of effectiveness of the service delivery models. 

 Requires that the program employ well-trained staff such as nurses, social workers, educators, and child 
development specialists.  
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�  �  � September 2010 Sec. 2951 (continued) Grants for Early Childhood Home Visitation Programs (Grant Opportunity) 

 Service Priorities 

1. Eligible families in the community in need of services as identified by the state needs assessment, 

2. Low-income families, 

3. Families including those, 

  who are pregnant women under age 21, 

 with a history of child abuse or neglect, 

 with a history of substance abuse, 

 who are users of tobacco products at home, 

 have children with low student achievement,  

 have children with developmental delays, and  

 include individuals who are serving or have formerly served in the Armed Forces. 

 Maintenance of Effort Requirement Requires states to maintain funding for other sources for early 
childhood home visitation programs and initiatives. 

 Funding Appropriates $100 million for fiscal year (FY) 2010, $250 million for FY 2011, $350 million for FY 
2012, $400 million for FY 2013, and $400 million for FY 2014. Reserves three percent of available funding for 
grants to Indian tribes. 

 Eligible entities are defined as meaning a state, an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or urban Indian 
organization, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa 
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�  �  � March 2011 SEC. 1311. AFFORDABLE CHOICES OF HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS (Grant Opportunity) 

State Planning Grants 

 Authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants to states to support planning efforts 
in the establishment of the American Health Benefit Exchange. 

 Grants must be awarded within one year of enactment of the Affordable Care Act, March 2011. 

 The amount of the grants to each state will be determined by the secretary. 

 Planning grant recipients may renew the grant if the recipient—  

1. is making progress toward establishing an Exchange; and implementing the insurance reforms that 
comply with the provisions within the health reform law; and 

2. is meeting any benchmarks as established by the Secretary. 

 No grants may be awarded after January 1, 2015. 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: state of the state general sketch/outline
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:22:00 AM

This is obviously a very rough outline/sketch of how I see the SOTS being structured. Will bring to
policy meeting.
 
State of the State
Strong Economy: Republicans said they would focus on growing the private sector and
bringing more and better jobs to the state. We have succeeded

-          Employment rate
-          Rate of job growth
-          Median income (broad based recovery)
-          Other stats

How did we get there? By staying focused and disciplined in pursuit of a pro-jobs agenda.
Getting government out of the way; removing barriers to growth; and giving our citizens the
tools they need to succeed in the global economy through education reform.

-          Lawsuit reform
-          Workers comp reform (and we will continue to pursue?)
-          Removing red tape and regulation, or modernizing regulations (one stop shop biz

licensing, updated regs for energy industry)
-          Lowering taxes – we will continue to look at ways to lower
-          Transportation – 8 yr plan, roads and bridges, investment in jobs
-          Education reforms and implementation of education reforms; complete college

America

We also said we would work to eliminate government waste; make government work more
efficiently and effectively, and reduce its size when and where that made sense. In short we
said we would govern responsibly. We have achieved enormous successes in that area and
we must continue to do more:

-          Agency consolidation (introduce plan to slash/consolidate agencies)
-          Energy Plan, including energy efficiency initiative and CNG vehicle initiative
-          Asset evaluation w/Speaker Shannon
-          Pension reform
-          Open Range (?)
-          Transparency initiatives
-          Improvements to vets facilities

Said we would fight for the things that continue to make Oklahoma special … for our rights
and for our ability to govern ourselves

-          Fighting environmental regs?
-          Rejecting ObamaCare, Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange …

But its not enough to just say “no” … we do need to help our citizens. That’s why we are
proposing a Medicaid waiver to expand Insure oklahoma … and continuing to invest in
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health and mental health initiatives … 
 
Other topics to work in?

-          Tribal relations
-          Fiscal cliff
-          Agriculture
-          Public employees and salaries
-          Law enforcement
-          Seniors

 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: State of the States 2012: The Medicaid problem
Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 8:45:29 AM

Wednesday, January 11, 2012

STATELINE
REPORTING

Medicaid: a year of excruciating decisions 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

PART THREE OF FIVE: For state health officials, rising Medicaid rolls and declining federal support add up

to only one scenario: a year of ever tighter budgets.

Haley Barbour pardons nearly 200, including Brett Favre's brother 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: Before he left office on Tuesday (January 10), Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour

pardoned nearly 200 people, including convicted killers and the brother of former NFL quarterback Brett

Favre.

After toll hike, Christie promises to get tough on Port Authority 
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline Staff Writer

TRANSPORTATION BEAT: New Jersey Governor Chris Christie promises to "get my arms around" the

massive agency that hiked toll rates for travel into New York City this summer.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

NH: Mitt's moment
By Felice Belman, Concord Monitor
Former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney won the 2012 New Hampshire Republican presidential

primary yesterday, succeeding where he failed in 2008 and besting his nearest opponent by 16 points,

despite a late barrage of fierce criticism from his competitors.

SC: In South Carolina, challenges await on ideology and faith
By Jim Rutenberg, The New York Times
MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt Romney has now defied a generation of political gravity, doing what no non-

incumbent Republican has done since 1976, winning the one-two states of Iowa and New Hampshire in his

quest for the party's presidential nomination.
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NC: N.C. panel -- Pay eugenics victims $50,000
By Tommy Tomlinson, The News & Observer (Raleigh)
RALEIGH, N.C. -- A governor's task force voted Tuesday to recommend paying $50,000 each to survivors

who were sterilized under North Carolina's eugenics program. The legislature will have to approve any

payments. If that happens, North Carolina will be the first state to compensate victims of programs that

sterilized tens of thousands of poor, sick and mentally challenged people across the country.

TX: If the courts take more time, so will Texas primaries 
By Ross Ramsey, The Texas Tribune
It takes at least two months to put a primary election together once political maps are finally drawn, and if

the federal courts don't spit out a final Texas map within the next three weeks, the state's primary elections

probably can't be held on April 3.

OK: Appeals court affirms order blocking Oklahoma sharia law ban
By Stephen Ceasar, Los Angeles Times
A federal appeals court has upheld a ruling that blocked the implementation of an Oklahoma law barring

judges from considering international or Islamic law in their decisions.

FL: Scott touts jobs, less taxes, more money for schools 
By Steve Bousquet, The Miami Herald
Gov. Rick Scott welcomed back the Legislature to an election-year session Tuesday with an upbeat State

of the State speech that centered on creating jobs, holding the line on taxes and spending more on schools.

TN: Tennessee Gov. Haslam sees new merit in tax cuts
By Staff and Wire Reports, The Commercial Appeal (Memphis)
Republican Gov. Bill  Haslam announced Tuesday that his legislative priorities for the year will include

reductions in the state's estate tax and a small reduction in the sales tax on groceries. Haslam's stance

marked a reversal from statements made over the winter that he didn't believe the state could afford tax

breaks amid a tough budget situation.

VA: McDonnell's 'legacy' session starts today
By Julian Walker, The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk)
The General Assembly session that starts today is a pivotal one for Gov. Bob McDonnell. It arrives at the

midpoint of his term, when a Republican-controlled legislature takes up his policy requests and his two-year

spending blueprint - the only one of his tenure he'll solely write.

NJ: A somber Christie pays tribute to Alex DeCroce hours after
Assemblyman's death
By MaryAnn Spoto, The Star-Ledger (Newark)
A visibly shaken Gov. Chris Christie eulogized Assemblyman Alex DeCroce this afternoon as his mentor

and friend, a man who devoted his life to his family and to New Jersey residents.

IA: Branstad calls for better-paying Iowa jobs, improved education
system, in Iowa Statehouse speech
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By William Petroski, The Des Moines Register
Gov. Terry Branstad proposed a $6.2 billion state budget today that includes a $230 million increase in

spending with the goal of creating more good-paying jobs and improving the state's education system.

ID: For leverage, Idaho Democrats threaten voting with GOP right 
By John Miller, The Idaho Statesman (Boise)
Aiming to leverage their limited numbers to win hearings on Democratic priorities, House Minority Leader

John Rusche suggested Tuesday that his most-liberal members could vote with the most-conservative

Republicans against creating a state-run health insurance exchange.
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States Struggle to Meet Voter ID Mandates 
By Jake Grovum, Stateline Staff Writer

Keeping pace with all the voters who need new identification will be a daunting
task for many states ahead of Election Day. 
Full Story

Statehood for Puerto Rico? 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

Would a Mitt Romney presidential win help pave the way for Puerto Rican
statehood? On Wednesday, Puerto Rico’s governor said Romney has assured
him it would.
Full Story

IL: S&P lowers Illinois credit rating over pensions
Stubborn pension problems and government gridlock earned Illinois another
reduction in its credit rating Wednesday, potentially costing taxpayers millions
of dollars.
Full Story lacrossetribune.com

FL: Part of Florida voting law thrown out
Voter advocacy groups declared victory Wednesday after a federal judge
permanently struck down what he called "harsh and impractical" restrictions on
voter registration imposed by the Legislature.
Full Story tampabay.com

LA: 39 percent of state without power
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The Louisiana Public Service Commission announced that about 39 percent of
the state was without electricity Wednesday night.
Full Story theadvocate.com

AZ: Huh? Jan Brewer endorses Barack Obama at GOP convention? 
One day after endorsing GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney at the
Republican National Convention in Tampa, Arizona Governor Jan Brewer gave
a live interview to MSNBC, apparently slipping up and endorsing his opponent
President Barack Obama.
Full Story eastvalleytribune.com

PA: State attorney general candidates want to review Sandusky case
Tom Corbett’s handling of the Jerry Sandusky child sexual assault investigation
will likely come under scrutiny next year. It appears that the next attorney
general — whoever it is — plans to take a closer look at the case. 
Full Story pennlive.com

NY: Women employed by lawmaker describe sexually hostile office
Five women who worked for Vito J. Lopez, the assemblyman at the center of a
broadening sexual harassment scandal, described in interviews an atmosphere
of sexual pressure and crude language in his office, with frequent unwanted
advances by him and others, requests for provocative dress, personal questions
about their boyfriends and fears of reprisals if they complained.
Full Story nytimes.com

CO: Hickenlooper heartsick at criticism by Aurora theater shooting
victims
Gov. John Hickenlooper said Wednesday he was heartsick after hearing
criticism from victims of the Aurora movie theater shooting for his role in a
relief fund they say hasn't delivered. His office will become more engaged,
Hickenlooper promised Wednesday afternoon during a press conference. 
Full Story denverpost.com

MN: Minnesota imposes new labels on schools
The full impact of Minnesota's accountability system came into view
Wednesday with the announcement of the final group of schools facing new
labels and corrective actions. The accountability system finds 213 schools
missing the mark, compared with more than 1,000 under federal No Child Left
Behind. 
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Full Story startribune.com

NH: NH tops list of jobs lost to China
New Hampshire has lost more than 20,000 jobs in the past decade because of
the nation’s growing trade deficit with China, according to the Economic Policy
Institute, a Washington-based think tank.
Full Story unionleader.com

CA: Bill allowing children more than two parents heads to Jerry
Brown
California children could legally have more than two parents under legislation
state lawmakers are sending to Gov. Jerry Brown.
Full Story sacbee.com

FL: Pam Bondi, Georgia AG attack Obamacare with awkward 1-2
punch
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi and her Georgia counterpart, Sam Olens,
took President Barack Obama to task for his health care law during an awkward
dual speech at the Republican National Convention.
Full Story tampabay.com

FL: Firing up the GOP: Martinez's personal story gets prime-time
slot at GOP convention
Gov. Susana Martinez took her personal narrative national Wednesday night,
emphasizing her rise from humble roots to the Governor’s Office as she
delivered a prime-time speech seen by millions of Americans watching the
Republican National Convention.
Full Story santafenewmexican.com

Explore News by Issue: Economy | Education | Energy & Environment

 Federal Impact | Gambling | Health | Homeland Security | Immigration | Justice | Labor

Politics & Campaigns | Retirement | Revenue & Spending | Safety Net | Social Issues

Transportation
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From: Twitter
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: StateImpact Oklahoma (@StateImpactOK) mentioned you on Twitter!
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:04:30 AM

   Governor Mary Fallin,
You were mentioned in a Tweet!

 

   

StateImpact Oklahoma
@StateImpactOK

@GovMaryFallin will consult 'GOP peers' before
making decision on health insurance exchange
bit.ly/PRNZKd (via @NewsOK)
10:04 AM - 13 Nov 12

Keep the conversation going. Reply to @StateImpactOK

Forgot your Twitter password? Get instructions on how to reset it.

You can also unsubscribe to these emails or change your notification settings. Need help?

If you received this message in error and did not sign up for Twitter, click not my account.

Twitter, Inc. 1355 Market St., Suite 900 San Francisco, CA 94103
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From: Stateline Weekly
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Stateline Weekly
Date: Monday, April 02, 2012 12:09:39 PM

April 2 2012

STATELINE
REPORTING

Social debates rage in state legislatures 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

Abortion, gay marriage, sex education, gun control: 2012 so far has seen plenty of partisan clashes over

social policy, with more fireworks to come.

Two states, two different paths on charter schools 
By Ben Wieder, Stateline Staff Writer

Legislators in Georgia want the state to be able to create new charter schools without local approval, while

legislators in New Jersey would like to slow down the process by requiring local consent.

Labor shortages lead businesses to support help for undocumented workers 
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline Staff Writer

Business groups, especially in agriculture, are pushing several state measures to aid immigrant laborers

who are in the country illegally. But many of those efforts are treading on uncertain legal ground.

Can Congress require everyone to have health insurance? 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

State plaintiffs are arguing the law’s individual mandate is unconstitutional. The Obama administration will

say it is legal under the commerce clause of the U.S. Constitution.

Justices consider severability and Medicaid 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

On a national political scale, severability — the question of whether the health law can stand if the so-called

“individual mandate” falls — is the weightier of the two issues the court will hear today. But for states, the

health law’s required expansion of Medicaid to some 16 million more people is by far the top issue.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Statement for oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:57:51 PM

here's what i sent ... Hope its ok 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:45 PM
To: 'ZCampfield@opubco.com' <ZCampfield@opubco.com> 
Subject: Re: Oklahoman 
 
"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch employees working on draft documents,
brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise
acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of
the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open,
candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of private dialogue inside the
executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement good policy
and would harm the public interest."- alex weintz 

 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman 
 
Alex:

Also, the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the Oklahoma Open Records Act, but

her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court and federal law, that your office will

likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive privilege" material. Neither of these

citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court decisions. So is she violating that pledge?

Zeke

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: Re: Oklahoman

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW
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We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

 

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Leslea@health.ok.gov
Subject: statement re: ACA $$
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 1:58:00 PM

Talked to Julie – we are not going to send anything out today, but here is a draft of the kind of thing
we will send to Zeke on Monday morning. I’ll call you then and we can coordinate one last time
before hitting send?
 
At its core, the Affordable Care Act, or ‘ObamaCare,’ is an attempt to redesign the way health care
in the United States works. Governor Fallin has been a staunch opponent of the law, citing new
taxes on millions of Americans and many small businesses, unfunded and unaffordable mandates for
states, and an increase in federal bureaucracy  coupled with a decrease in patient choice. She
continues to actively oppose the ACA for those reasons, and it is her hope that it will be repealed
and replaced following the November election.
 
Besides fundamentally redesigning American health care for the worse, however, the 900+ page bill
also includes language that reauthorizes or expands currently existing programs. The ACA affects
Medicaid and Medicare for instance, as well as a number of health and wellness programs run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and other state agencies. In most cases, Governor Fallin does
not have the authority or the desire to prohibit state agencies from applying for grants that continue
to fund existing Oklahoma-run programs, expand or improve those programs, or otherwise assist in
the mission of those agencies.
 
It is entirely consistent for Governor Fallin to support, for instance, tobacco cessation efforts run by
the Oklahoma Department of Health and funded in part by the federal government, while still
supporting the repeal of ObamaCare.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Subject: statement RE: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:51:53 PM

Here is an updated no-statement statement designed to get us through the next few days if no
decision is reached. Look ok to show to the gov?
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 5:05 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I have ATTACHED a memo regarding the Supreme Court ruling on PPACA, major decision points and
a timeline. I have also ATTACHED a number of materials (including news articles and press
statements) in relation to the memo.
 
For your information we have staff level and agency director meetings scheduled for July 9 and 10
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with the Health Dept., OHCA, Insurance Dept. and CIO to walk through options and next steps. We
will keep you posted with regard to any new developments.
 
 
Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Subject: statement RE: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:51:00 PM

Here is an updated no-statement statement designed to get us through the next few days if no
decision is reached. Look ok to show to the gov?
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In
the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 5:05 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling MEMO & Materials ATTACHED
Importance: High
 
I have ATTACHED a memo regarding the Supreme Court ruling on PPACA, major decision points and
a timeline. I have also ATTACHED a number of materials (including news articles and press
statements) in relation to the memo.
 
For your information we have staff level and agency director meetings scheduled for July 9 and 10
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with the Health Dept., OHCA, Insurance Dept. and CIO to walk through options and next steps. We
will keep you posted with regard to any new developments.
 
 
Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Jason Sutton
To: Jason Sutton
Subject: STATEMENT: Rep. Jason Nelson on Supreme Court Decision on Health Reform Law
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:33:13 PM

State Rep. Jason Nelson, R-Oklahoma City, today issued the following statement regarding the U.S. Supreme
Court decision upholding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Nelson last year served as a member of
the Joint Task Force to Study the Federal Health Care Law.
 

“I want Oklahoma to stand strong in its continuing fight against the implementation of this destructive Federal law

at every turn and I will do everything I can to assist in the effort.

 

“Chief Justice John Marshall’s 1819 axiom, ‘The power to tax is the power to destroy,’ came to mind as I heard

the news of the U.S. Supreme Court decision today upholding Obamacare on the basis that it is a tax. Clearly

that power has been trained on individual and religious liberty by President Obama and Democrat Leaders in

Congress.

 

“It is unimaginable that our Founding Fathers could have intended for the Federal government to compel

American citizens to buy health insurance or pay a tax.”

 

 

Jason D. Sutton, J.D.
Media Division Director
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Office: (405) 557-7421

Cell:    (405) 229-0764

jason.sutton@okhouse.gov

 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Oklahoma Policy Institute
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: STATEMENT: Supreme Court ruling means it"s time to move forward
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:11:15 AM

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Become a fan on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Watch us on YouTube

Subscribe to e-mail alerts

Forward to a Friend

DonateNow

Do you count on OK Policy for

information, analysis and ideas

on state policy issues?

We count on you, too.

Healthcare in
Oklahoma

Medicaid 101: The

SoonerCare Safety Net

Health Insurance Exchanges

Under the Affordable Care Act:

State-run vs. Federally

facilitated

Healthcare Reform and the

State Budget

Public Health Epidemics in

Oklahoma

New insurance rule throws the

baby out with the bathwater

Dismantling the rural health

workforce pipeline

At a Crossroads: Which path

for Oklahoma's troubled health?

STATEMENT: Supreme Court
ruling means it's time to move
forward
Contact: David Blatt (918) 794-3944

David Blatt, Director of Oklahoma Policy Institute,

released the following statement in response to the

Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act:

"The Supreme Court ruling to uphold the constitutionality

of the Affordable Care Act is a significant victory for

consumers, providers, and payers alike.  It’s also a

wake-up call for Oklahoma, where our leaders have

gambled on a wait-and-see strategy that’s left us ill

prepared for reform.  The decision today underscores

the state’s obligation under federal law to move forward

with implementation.

 

As major provisions of the law take effect in the next two

years, many of the state’s 600,000 uninsured residents

will gain access to health care coverage.  Oklahoma will

soon be required to operate an online competitive market

for health insurance known as an ‘exchange’ - a one-

stop-shop for residents to explore their coverage

options.  We now need to move quickly towards

participating in the creation of a robust, consumer-

friendly exchange for users to browse, compare, and

purchase private plans and/or determine their eligibility

for public programs and premium assistance tax credits. 

 

The Supreme Court also upheld expansion of the

Medicaid program, a provision that will particularly

benefit low-income uninsured Oklahomans, paid for

almost entirely by the federal government. 
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For the 1.7 million Oklahomans who are privately insured

and happy with their plan, coverage is now more secure

and comprehensive.  Insurers can no longer deny their

claims or drop their coverage without oversight.  Their

insurer will now cover routine preventive care, like

immunizations and cancer screenings, for no co-pay or

additional out-of-pocket cost. 

 

The health law is already working to strengthen

consumer protections and ensure that Oklahomans are

getting what they pay for from their insurers and

providers.  It’s now up to state leaders, regardless of

their personal political preferences, to move forward

quickly to implement the Affordable Care Act."

For the full text of the Supreme Court's ACA ruling,

click here.

For ongoing, thorough, and expert coverage of

today's ruling, check out SCOTUSblog.

For more information about the federal healthcare

law and healthcare in Oklahoma, visit our website.
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: States Challenge "Secret" Campaign Money
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:16:44 AM

Trouble viewing this e-mail? View it in your browser.

Stateline Daily Edition

    
 November 15, 2012 Forward | Subscribe  

States Challenge ‘Secret’ Campaign Money 
By Ben Wieder, Stateline Staff Writer

With the rise in undisclosed political spending by non-profit groups, officials in
several states are trying to figure where the money is coming from.
Full Story

Despite Governor’s Push, Puerto Rican Statehood Unlikely 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

Puerto Rico Governor Luis Fortuno is pressing President Obama and
Congressional leaders to get the ball rolling on statehood for the island
commonwealth, after a historic referendum. But don’t expect action anytime
soon.
Full Story

US: Health law has states feeling tense over deadline
States are supposed to tell the Obama administration by Friday whether they
want to create their own health insurance exchange — a deadline that many had
bet might never come to pass, choosing to sit on their hands for months in the
hope that Mitt Romney would win the presidency and the health care law
would be repealed.
Full Story nytimes.com

PA: Pennsylvania AG's recommendations for Penn State include
removing governor, school president as trustees 
In a special report released Wednesday, Pennsylvania Auditor General Jack

40388

mailto:editor@stateline.org
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=gtXiKadeaUUhun4AkMc3Lg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=e4hgHrsGgBtmEYjHhkqYbQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=Dh_gCWY9sGMUgu_0gSI1Ag
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=HFq8B3y5WI_UmY1SQbfUqA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=F1DPb8exJJDlvc4gFVpI9A
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=mJAotWJsEA_PdltiytZYLg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=WEkJteEdC9CvupJUovQIsw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=DbJ_BJXgcPvF1CuA7thXlA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=P6D_oxvEna78PrLRWozv1g
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=l0frrbdp0KOOBCKNd0cJIw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=l0frrbdp0KOOBCKNd0cJIw


Wagner said the university’s clout, as it evolved under former President
Graham Spanier, was weighted too heavily toward the president’s office.
Full Story pennlive.com

US: BP: Near a deal with U.S. on oil spill
At stake are billions of dollars that would flow to five states affected by the
spill, which gushed 4.9 million barrels of crude into the Gulf of Mexico.
Full Story wsj.com

CA: After election, state lawmakers and interest groups travel in
tandem
At least two dozen California legislators and some of the lobbyists who seek to
influence them have fanned out across the globe this month to discuss energy,
health care, international trade and other policy issues. Destinations for the
talks? Hawaii, Brazil, China, Australia and New Zealand.
Full Story sacbee.com

MS: Bryant -- 1.5 percent cuts for most Mississippi agencies 
Republican Gov. Phil Bryant released his $5.8 billion spending plan Wednesday
at the Capitol. It’s 2.3 percent larger than the current year’s budget of nearly
$5.7 billion.
Full Story hattiesburgamerican.com

UT: Utah’s death penalty costs $1.6M more per inmate 
Rep. Steve Handy, R-Layton, had asked for the first study to examine what
capital punishment option costs the state and local governments. It found the
state spends $1.6 million more on death row inmates than those sentenced to
life without parole. 
Full Story sltrib.com

PA: Pa. lawmakers seek probes of Election Day irregularities 
Reports of voter intimidation, missing names, and other mishaps at the polls
on Nov. 6 have sparked a duel in the Capitol over which unresolved Election
Day issues should be investigated, and for what.
Full Story philly.com

FL: State representative wants early voting expanded 
State Rep. Darryl Rouson announced Wednesday he will submit a bill to
expand early voting in response to long lines and delays in Florida’s vote
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Newsletter

counting during last week’s election.
Full Story miamiherald.com

ME: GOP chairman Charlie Webster to investigate ‘black people’
voting as potential fraud 
Outgoing Maine Republican Party Chairman Charlie Webster plans to
investigate claims that “dozens of black people” who were unfamiliar to
municipal officials voted Nov. 6 in rural Maine towns.
Full Story bangordailynews.com

UT: Utah food tax could skyrocket
Utah lawmakers are once again considering doubling the state sales tax on
food, reversing a cut enacted five years ago.
Full Story sltrib.com
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East Coast states prepare for Hurricane Irene 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina and Virginia

declared states of emergency ahead of the storm, which is expected to make landfall on Saturday (August

27).

Infographic: The aging states of America 
Infographic by Carla Uriona and Evan Potler

For states, changing demographic patterns, visualized here as “population pyramids,” have major

implications for policy and politics.

Study: States enrolling more children in CHIP 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

HEALTH BEAT: Most states not only kept up with the rising number of families who became eligible for

Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program during the recession, but increased the proportion

of kids enrolled, a new national study finds.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: Hurricane Irene closes in on Eastern Seaboard
By David Zucchino, Los Angeles Times
As massive Hurricane Irene advanced toward the Eastern Seaboard with 115-mph winds, officials issued a

hurricane warning for the entire North Carolina coast to the Virginia border, New York ordered low-lying

hospitals and nursing homes to evacuate, and at least seven states declared emergencies.

US: Health law puts governors in pickle
By Jonathan Weisman, The Wall Street Journal
Texas Gov. Rick Perry, along with a slew of other Republican governors, faces a dilemma: Do they apply

for millions of dollars in federal grants by September to begin establishing state-run health insurance
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exchanges, or let the deadline slide, lose the federal money and risk falling into a federally run exchange?

GA: Georgia profs offer course to illegal immigrants
By Kate Brumback, The Associated Press
ATHENS, Ga. — As college students return to campus in Georgia, a new state policy has closed the doors

of the five most competitive state schools to illegal immigrants, but a group of professors has found a way

to offer those students a taste of what they've been denied.

SC: Nikki Haley joins Michele Bachmann town hall
By Marin Cogan, Politico
NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. -- Several minutes into a Michele Bachmann town hall meeting here

Thursday, freshman Republican Tim Scott announced he had a question from an undecided voter named

Nikki. Gov. Nikki Haley walked out from behind the stage and joined the presidential candidate and fellow

tea party favorite in haranguing the Obama administration.

LA: Possible Bobby Jindal rival uses poll data as gauge for support
By Jan Moller, The Times-Picayune (New Orleans)
Brandishing numbers from a self-commissioned poll, state Sen. Rob Marionneaux appeared to be inching

closer Thursday to being the first major Democrat to challenge incumbent Republican Gov. Bobby Jindal in

the fall election. Marionneaux, however, said he is still mulling his options.

NJ: Gov. Christie conditionally vetoes ban on fracking, sending
counter proposal back to N.J. Legislature
By Seth Augestine, The Star-Ledger (Newark)
Gov. Chris Christie conditionally vetoed Thursday a permanent ban of a controversial natural gas drilling

practice called fracking, and instead proposed the Legislature consider a one-year moratorium.

IL: Tollway board approves 87.5% fare hike
By The Associated Press, Crain's Chicago Business
Members of the Illinois Tollway board have approved a plan that will nearly double tolls to pay for a more

than $12-billion highway construction plan. The board voted 7-1 Thursday in favor of the increase, which

goes into effect Jan. 1.

WI: No choking charges for Wis. Supreme Court justice
By Todd Richmond, The Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. — A conservative Wisconsin state Supreme Court justice who staved off an unusually

intense campaign to replace him this summer will not face criminal charges over allegations that he tried to

choke a liberal colleague, a prosecutor said Thursday.

NM: New Mexico state jet, called 'symbol of greed,' sold for $2.5M 
By Barry Massey, The Associated Press, Santa Fe New Mexican
Republican Gov. Susana Martinez waved goodbye Thursday to a state-owned jet she calls the "ultimate

symbol of waste and excess." Her administration sold the plane for $2.5 million.

AZ: Arizona sues federal government over voting rights law 
By Howard Fischer, East Valley Tribune

40393

http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=b-g8g3EwmiStqXFyohth7g
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=cdTj0lgUbYBitu2h4CFWOg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=mSH5aSVjUSsz7ob3gmXzGQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=yBLTemuvQso7Phebe73dbA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=yBLTemuvQso7Phebe73dbA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=iodOkiONh2Fj6WVGbCqN3Q
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=210f7kQKEi-YNrDThQiQ2Q
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=F5-OO5uo9zKFdLJpIFE34Q
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=jiee7fm_9znHND7CbXkZzA


Charging that Congress has exceeded its authority, state Attorney General Tom Horne asked a federal

court Thursday to void a 36-year-old law governing how Arizona runs its elections.

CA: Jerry Brown unveils his job creation plan
By Wyatt Buchanan, San Francisco Chronicle
Gov. Jerry Brown wants to spur job creation in California by giving tax breaks to businesses that buy new

manufacturing equipment and to small firms that hire new employees.
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5 tateJ' Readiness to Implement 5 treamlined Eligibili!J and Enrollment Requirements for 5 tate Health 5 ubJic!J Programs, OEI -07-10-00530 

Health Insurance Exchange Status 
Please check the statement that best applies to your State as of January 1, 2012: 

We already have a State health insurance exchange operating. 

We have decided to operate our own health insurance exchange. 

We have decided to use the Federally operated health insurance exchange. 

We have not decided whether to operate our own exchange or use the Federally operated exchange. 

Elivbilitv and Enrollment Svstems 

Section 1413 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires that: 

• The Secretary of Health and Human Services {the Secret ary) must establish a system in which resident s of each State may app ly for 
enrollment, receive a determination of eligibility, and participate in applicable State health subsidy programs. 

• Eligibility and enrollment systems must ensure that individuals applying for any ofthese State health subsidy programs are enrolled 
in the correct program. 

1. Does your State's current eligibility and enrollment system allO\v residents to apply for enrollment, receive a determination of 
digibility, and enroll in State health subsidy programs (i.e., Medicaid, Children's Health Insurance Program, and a health insurance 
exchange) as required by Section 1413 of ACA? 

Yes. If yes, please skip to question 3. t\n 

No. If no, has your State begun or completed any of the following steps States may take toward establishing such a system? 
Please indi,·ate '1)/anningy" "Begun Work, " ''Completed." or "N /A "for eadJ step that yourS tate has undertaken thus Jar. For eadJ step for which you 
mark "Begun Work" or "Completed. "please provide the date you ,·ompleted or e:-;pect to ,·omplete the work. If none of the steps below demibe 1vhat your 
State has done or phns to do. or if there are additional adivitiesyou need to deJm.be. please tm the Jpat:e provided to des,;ibe activities in your State. [If 
answer is "Phnning" or ''N/A. "E:·-:pet:ted Completion Date ;;Jill not appear aJ· a question.] 

Planning Bc::gun \\ 1ork Complett:d N/ A 
0 0 0 p/ Assigning responsibility for establishing such a system among State staff 

[Expected Completion Date: ] 
0 0 0 0 Seeking legislative or other authority to change existing systems or establish a new system 

[Expe.cted Completion Date: ] 

¥Yl>·v~ ~t,\., 
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0 0 0 0 Re,;sing State policy to reflect ne"v eligibility categories and/ or enrollment requirements 
[Expected Completion Date: ] 

0 0 0 0 Planning how to integrate existing State systems [Expected Completion Date: 
0 0 0 0 Collaborating "";th other agencies to ensure integration w;th other State health subsidy 

programs [Expected Completion Date: ] 
0 0 0 0 Developing business requirements to procure a new system 

[Expected Completion Date: ] 
0 0 0 0 Requesting bids or proposals to build a new system or upgrade an existing system 

[Expected Completion Date: l 
0 0 0 0 Contracting with a vendor to build a new system or upgrade an existing system 

[Expected Completion Date: ] 
0 0 0 0 Determining system specifications, requirements, and design 

[Expected Completion Date: ] 
0 0 0 0 Completing a new system or completing upgrades to an existing system 

[Expected Completion Date: ] 
0 0 0 0 Testing the system [Expected Completion Date: 
0 0 0 0 Training staff on the system [Expected Completion Date: 
0 0 0 0 Other (please describe): __ 

[Expected Completion Date: 

2. Do you anticipate having a system in place that meets the requirements of Section 1413 by January 1, 2014? 
Yes. 

l)..X\.¥.-hl} UJ (\ 

No. If no, when do you anticipate ha\mg a system in place that meets the requirements of Section 1413? 

3. What challenges do you anticipate encountering with regard to establishing an eligibility and enrollment system as required by 
Section 1413 of ACA? 

~ ~rv,.Q ~ -£ont ~ L ~ ~ Y~ (\Q.W r~) 

4. Is there additional information you would like to provide regarding your State's plans to establish an eligibility and enrollment 
system that meets the requirements of Section 1413? 
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Anolication Forms 

Section 1413 of ACA requires that: 
• The Secretary must develop a single, streamlined form that may be: 

• used to apply for enrollment in all of health subsidy programs within a State; 

• filed online, in person, or by mail, telephone, or facsimile; 

• filed with any health subsidy program within a State; and 

• easily completed by applicants. 

• A State may develop and use its own single, streamlined form as an alternative to the form developed by the Secretary, provided the 

form is consistent with standards of this section. 

5. Does your State plan to use the single streamlined application form being developed by the Secretary? 
Yes. If yes, please skip to question 6. 

No, we plan to deYelop our own application form. If no, please skip to question 8. 

Unsure. If unsure, please describe the source of your uncertainty. Then skip to question 12. 

6. Once you adopt the Secretary-deYeloped form, will your processes allow applications to be completed and filed (check all that 
apply): 

online 
111 person 
by postal mail 
by telephone 
by facsimile 

If no to any of these, please describe your State's plans to implement processes that \vill allow the Secretary-developed form to be 
completed and filed through all five methods listed above. 
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7. Once you adopt the Secretary-developed form, "IN-ill your processes allow applications to be filed with any of your State's health 
subsidy programs? 

Yes. 
No. If no, please describe your State's plans to implement processes that will allow the Secretary-developed form to be filed 

with any of your State's health subsidy programs. 

SKIP to question 11 

8. Has your State begun or completed any of the follo\ving steps States may take toward developing single, streamlined application 
forms? Plecm indicate 'Piannin!}" "Begun Work.." "Completed." or "Not Applkable"Jor ecu·h Jiep that your State has undertaken as of january 1.. 
2012. For each step for whi,h you mark. "Begun Work." or "Completed, "please provide the date you completed or exped to complete the work. If none 
of the steps below des,ribe what your State has done or plans to do, or if there are additional adivitieJ-you need to describe .. please use the Jpace provided to 
des,ribe activities in yourS tate. [If answer is "Planning" or "N /A," Expected Completion Date will not appear as a queJtion.} 

Planning Begun \\.'ork Completed N/A 
D D D D Assigning responsibility for creating such an application among State staff 

[Expected Completion Date: l 
D D D D Seeking legislati,·e or other authority to create a new application 

[E'<pected Completion Date: l 
D D D D Re,-ising State documents (e.g., eligibility and enrollment manuals) to reflect the new 

application [Expected Completion Date: ] 
D D D D Collaborating with other agencies to ensure integration with other State health subsidy 

programs [Expected Completion Date: l 
D D D D Determining what information is necessary to determine eligibility for all State health subsidy 

programs [Expected Completion Date: ] 
D D D D Designing the paper application form (or contracting with a vendor to design the paper 

application form) [Expected Completion Date: ] 
D D D D Designing the electronic application form (or contracting with a vendor to design the electronic 

application form) [E:qJected Completion Date: l 
D D D D Training staff on the electronic and/ or paper application form [Expected Completion Date: 

l 
D D D D Printing and distributing the paper application form 
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D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

[Expected Completion Date: J 

D Releasing the electronic application form online [E:-.-pccted Completion Date: -----. 

D Other:----------------
[Expected Completion Date: ------J 

9. Once you develop your own application fonn, \V~ll your processes allow applications to be completed and filed (check all that 
apply): 

online 
m person 
by postal mail 
by telephone 
by facsimile? 

If no to any of these, please describe your State's plans to implement an application form that can be completed and filed through 
all five methods listed above. 

10. Once you develop your own application fonn, "ill your processes allow applications to be filed with any of your State's health 
subsidy programs? 

Yes. 
No. If no, please describe your State's plans to create an application form that may be filed with any of your State's health 

subsidy programs. 

11. Has your State taken steps to ensure that your application form can be easily completed by residents? 

Yes. If yes, please describe the steps your State has taken to ensure that your application form can be easily completed by 
residents. 

No. If no, please describe your State's plans to ensure that your application form can be easily completed by residents. 
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12. Regardless of whether you adopt the Secreta.ry-de\·eloped form or de\·elop your O\vn form, do you anticipate having an application 
form that meets the requirements of Section 1413 by January 1, 2014? 

Yes. 
No. If no, when do you anticipate having an application form that meets the requirements of Section 1413? 

13. Please describe any challenges your State has encountered in planning to adopt or create an application form that meets the 
requirements of Section 1413. 

14. Is there additional information you would like to provide regarding your Stare's plans to adopt or create a single streamlined 
application form? 

Elicibilitv Data Sharing 

Section 1413 of ACA requires that: 
• Each State must develop a secure electronic interface that allows sharing of eligibility data between all of it s State health subsidy 
programs in order to coordinate and verify information regarding an applicant's eligibility. 

• To the maximum extent practicable, each State health subsidy program shall establish, verify, and update eligibility using data 
matching arrangements and determine applicant eligibility on the basis of reliable third party data. 
• States must establish data sharing agreements with the Social Security Administration (SSA), the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

15. Has your State developed a secure electronic interface that a.llo\vs sharing of eligibility data between all of your State's health 
subsidy programs in order to coordinate and verify information regarding residents' eligibility? 

@ If yes, please describe your State's secure electronic interface (e.g., what program's data is shared, how data is shared, how 
data ts used to determine eligibility). 
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Planning 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No. If no, what steps has your State taken toward de,·eloping a secure electronic interface to share eligibility data? Please indicate 
'Planning." "Begun Work." "Completed." or "Not Applkable"Jor eadJ step that your State has underlaken as of january 1, 2012. For each Jtep for 
whid; you mark "Begun Work" or "Completed, "please protide the date you completed or expect to complete the work. If none of the steps below describe 
what yourS tate haJ done or plans to do. or if there are additional activitieJyou need to deJ"cribe, please use the space provided to deJ"cribe activities in your 
State. {If answer iJ' "Planning" or "N/ A." E:·.;pe~ted Completion Date 1JJill not appear as a question.] 

Bt:.t,run \X.,. ork Complt:tt:d N/A 
0 0 0 Assigning responsibility for creating such an interface among State staff 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Seeking legislati.Ye or other authority to create a ne\v interface 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Revising State documents (e.g., eligibility and enroUment manuals) to reflect the new interface 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Collaborating with other agencies to ensure integration with other State health subsidy 

programs [Expected Completion Date] 
0 0 0 ldentify~ng the State systems that contain the needed data 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Determining what data elements will need to be shared 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Designing the interface (or contracting with a vendor to design the interface) 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Building the interface (or contracting "~th a vendor to build the interface) 

[EJ>.-pected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Testing the interface to ensure correct operation and security 

[Expected Completion Date: J 
0 0 0 Training staff on the interface [Expected Completion Date: 
0 0 0 Other: 

[Expected Completion Date: 

16. Do you anticipate having a secure electronic interface that meets the requirements of Section 1413 by January 1, 2014? 
Yes. 
No. If no, when do you anticipate having a secure electronic interface in place that meets the requirements of Section 1413? 
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17. Will your State's electronic interface allow a determination of eligibility for all of your State's health subsidy programs based on the 
information provided on the single application form? 

Yes. 

No. If no, please describe how you will ensure that the interface can determine eligibility based on the single application form. 

18. Has your State established data sharing agreements with any of the follO\ving State programs? (Check all that apply) 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TAN F) 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
Supplemental Nutrition .A-ssistance Programs (SNAP) 
State Vital Records 
Other. If other, please describe. 
None of the above: If none, please describe your State's plans to establish data sharing agreements w-ith other State programs 

to verify eligibility information. 

19. Has your State established data sharing agreements with any of the following Federal agencies? (Check all that apply): 

The Social Security Administration (SSA) 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
None of the above: If none, please describe your State's plans to establish data sharing agreements w-ith Federal agencies to 

verify eligibility information. 

20. Do you anticipate ha-v-ing data sharing agreements that meet the requirements of Section 1413 by January 1, 2014? 
Yes. 
No. If no, when do you anticipate ha-v-ing data sharing agreements in place that meets the requirements of Section 1413? 

21. Please describe any challenges your State has encountered in developing a secure electronic interface and data sharing agreements 
that meet the requirements of Section 1413. 
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22. Is there additional information you would like to provide regarding your State's secure electronic interface or data sharing 
agreements? 

Impacts on State Organization and Staff 

23. Have you begun planning or considering the effects that implementing streamlined eligibility and enrollment will have on the 
organization of your State's public assistance and health subsidy programs? 

Yes. Please describe those effects in general. 
No. 

24. Have you identified any potential challenges that implementing streamlined eligibility and enrollment will cause in how State and/ or 
county staff assist residents with applying for your State's public assistance and health subsidy programs? 

Guidance 

Yes. Please describe those challenges in general. 
No. 

25. What guidance have you received regarding implementation of streamlined eligibility and enrollment requirements? (Check all that 
apply): 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) proposed rules regarding "Eligibility Changes under the Affordable Care Act" (dated 
8/17/11) 

CMS final rules regarding "Medicaid Program: Federal Funding for Medicaid Eligibility Determination and Enrollment 
Activities" (dated 4/19/11) 

Enhanced Funding Requirements: Seven Conditions and Standards (dated 4/2011) 
Enhanced Funding Requirements: EJ..-pedited Advance Planning Document Checklist 1.0 (dated 4/2011) 
Information on available grants (i.e., Early Innovator, State Planning and Establishment) 
Guidance for Exchange and Medicaid Information Technology Systems Version 1.0 
Guidance for Exchange and Medicaid Information Technology Systems Version 2.0 
CMS-hosted conference calls on eligibility and enrollment (9 /2011 and 10/2011) 
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National Eligibility Conference "On the Road to 2014: Medicaid and Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Eligibility and 
Enrollment" (9/2011) 

Other (please describe): _____________________ _ 

26. Have you found the guidance available to date regarding implementation of streamlined eligibility and enrollment requirements 
helpful? 

Yes 
No. If no, please describe how the guidance could have been impro,·ed. 

27. \Vhat additional guidance do you need in order to progress with implementation of streamlined eligibility and enrollment 
requirements contained in Section 1413 of the ACA? 

40404



From: State Chamber Media
To: State Chamber Media
Subject: Statewide Coalition Leader Comments on Passage of Health Insurance Marketplace Legislation
Date: Monday, February 27, 2012 3:45:44 PM
Attachments: exchange member list 2-27-12.pdf

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Feb. 27, 2012

Contact: Jennifer Monies
(405) 235-3669

jmonies@okstatechamber.com
 

Statewide Coalition Leader Comments on Passage of Health
Insurance Marketplace Legislation

OKLAHOMA CITY—Fred Morgan, President of The State Chamber and leader of the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition, comments on the passage of Senate Bill
1629, which would create a state-based, "Utah Model" marketplace where Oklahomans would be
able to easily access and competitively shop for private insurance products. 

Supported by U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, this model will be designed to allow Oklahoma to have
more control over a web-based marketplace than would be the case if the federal government
imposed an exchange. Under current law, if Oklahoma does not create its own system, the
federal government will impose one beginning in January of 2014. 

“A vote for this bill is a vote to prevent a federally-imposed health insurance exchange from
being forced upon our state by Washington D.C. I would like to thank the members of the Senate
Health and Human Services Committee who saw through the misleading rhetoric and voted for a
pragmatic, Oklahoma-based solution to our state’s health care needs,” said Morgan.

“Oklahomans have long been a national leader in the health care delivery system arena,
especially when it comes to our public private partnership in InsureOklahoma, which has been
modeled across the country. We need a health care system created by Oklahomans designed
specifically to address the unique health needs of our state and this bill does that.”

A list of the more than 40 member organizations of Oklahomans for Free Market Health
Solutions accompanies this release.

###
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The State Chamber of Oklahoma
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce
Tulsa Metro Chamber
Norman Chamber of Commerce  
Greater Enid Chamber of Commerce 
Bartlesville Regional Chamber of Commerce
Broken Arrow Chamber and Economic Development Corporation
Oklahoma Association of Health Plans
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma
Global Health
Delta Dental of Oklahoma
Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma
National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors
Oklahoma State Association of Health Underwriters
Tulsa Association of Health Underwriters
Oklahoma City Association of Health Underwriters
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association
Oklahoma State Medical Association
Oklahoma Hospital Association
Oklahoma Association of Optometric Physicians
Coventry Healthcare
UnitedHealth Care  
National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) – Oklahoma 
Aetna US Healthcare
Oklahoma Chiropractors’ Association
Oklahoma Physical Therapy Association
Oklahoma Pharmacist’s Association
Oklahoma State Chiropractic Independent Physicians Association
Oklahoma Nurses Association
Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy
Oklahoma Fit Kids Coalition
INTEGRIS Health
Oklahoma Association of Health Care Providers
Summit Consolidated Group
Mercy Health Systems of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Primary Care Association
Oklahoma Academy of Family Physicians
Catalyst Behavioral Services
American Cancer Society
Oklahoma Substance Abuse Services Alliance
Ceridian
Oklahoma Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons
Pharmacy Providers of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Health & Life Insurance


2/16/12


Coalition Members











7. 4 .1.2-

Statistics Related to Medicaid Expansion 
• In 2010 624,480 Oklahomans were uninsured, 17o/o of the total 

population. Coverage varies by age group. Uninsured by category: 
o Children- 12.2o/o 
o Adults 19-64- 23.1 o/o 
o Adults 65+- 0.2o/o 

(OHCA Uninsured Fast Facts October 2011, based on 2010 US Census Bureau data) 

• At 138o/o FPL (Federal Poverty Level): There are 889,000 Oldahomans. Of 
them, 281,000 or 32o/o are uninsured. (U.S. Census Bureau, 2009American 
Community Survey) 

• At 100o/o FPL: There are 597,000 Oldahomans. Ofthem, 197,781 or 33o/o 
are uninsured. (U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2011 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement) 

• Expanding Medicaid to 138o/o FPL would make 180,000 Oklahomans 
eligible for SoonerCare. Using the CBO estimated take-up rate of 57o/o, 
ORCA assumes 102,600 would sign up for SoonerCare. 
( OHCA estimate based on Census estimates of uninsured) 

• Expanding Medicaid to 138o/o FPL would cost taxpayers $286.3 million 
per year in 2014, all of which would be federal funds. 
(OHCA estimate based on per-member cost of $2,970/year) 

• By 2020, when the federal match rate bottoms out at 90o/o, the cost to 
state taxpayers of the newly-eligible adults would be $27.9 million. By 
that year, federal contribution will be $294.4 million. (OHCA estimate based 
on above data, ACA cost-sharing schedule, with 2%/year cost iriflation is assumed) 

• There are other ACA-related costs to the state treasury totaling $30.1 
million in 2014: 

o In its first year, the ACA is expected to cause 34,4 70 "previously 
eligible" persons to enroll in SoonerCare, costing state taxpayers 
$20.8 million in state matching funds. 

o ORCA estimates that administrative costs, half of which fall on 
state taxpayers, will increase by $9.3 million in 2014 because of 
ACA: 

• $5.5 million for general administrative expenses 
• $2.1 million for increases in volume-based contracts with 

vendors 
• $1.7 million for payroll costs of 76 FTE at ORCA. 

• OSU has developed a model to estimate the economic impact of Medicaid 
on the state's economy. Using the model. the $286.3 million federal 
funds expenditure for newly-eligible adults in 2014 would yield: 

o 4,187 direct health-care jobs with $150.8 million payroll 
o 5,158 indirect jobs with $131.2 million payroll 
o $29.8 million in state tax collections (sales, income @ 2007 rates, 

other) 
Job and income modifiers, and tax revenue estimates, are based on Il'viPLAN values used 
in "The Economic Impact of the Medicaid Program on Oklahoma's Economy," National 
Center for Rural Health Works, Oklahoma State University, January 2007. 
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• Categories of Oklahomans impacted by ACA (assuming Medicaid 
eligibility is set at <138% FPL): 

o Number of uninsured Oldahomans reduced by 338,000. Sources of 
insurance: 

• Medicaid, increase of 202,000 
• Non-group Insurance, increase of 58,000 
• Employer-sponsored Insurance, increase of 77,000 

o Uncompensated care is reduced from $886 million to $277 million, 
a drop of $609 million or 69o/o. 

o 100,000 Oklahomans would gain tax subsidies totaling $430 
million to purchase insurance. 

Robert Wood Jolmson Foundation Report, Jan. 2012; Blavin, Buittgens and Roth; 
Based on Health Insurance Policy Simulation Model (HIPSM) 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01:29 AM

Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01:29 AM

Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01:00 AM

Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Steal 50 From Us and Expect 10,000 More For Your Trouble
Date: Sunday, June 03, 2012 11:21:41 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

  
 
  

 
  
  

Political Pain by the Pallet Load 
Delivered to Cleveland County RINOs  

  
The idea of starting up a conservative newspaper started last summer after the
numbers of volunteers willing to walk precincts started dwindling with the summer
heat.   Going door to door delivering flyers to voters is hard work and you can do
around four homes per minute if you hustle but you can’t do that for more than a
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May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

few hours till you are getting pretty tired.   Being the lazy person that I am caused
me to begin seriously considering the feasibility of a newspaper heavy enough to
throw out a car window so we began researching the mechanics of organizing a
newspaper, printing costs, and just how many pages were needed to make them
heavy enough to throw across a street into a driveway.  We even did some test
runs in Oklahoma City one night, counting to see just how many papers could be
dropped on driveways per minute.   A lot it turns out.
 
The Ron Paul campaign interrupted the project for a few months but it was the
number one priority once I got back to the world of state politics and we began
assembling a team of volunteers to crank out the copy.  Formatting was an
unexpected hurdle but we got that down eventually and got our first edition to the
printer last week.
 
Tuesday finally arrived and we picked up the first printing of the Cleveland County
edition then the rain wouldn’t let up so delivery got delayed till we figured out how
to protect the papers.  I know, the little bags but it turns out you can’t buy the
little bags her in Oklahoma City but we got some on order.  But poor people have
poor ways so we devised a method using plastic food wrap that is even cheaper
than buying plastic bags.
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Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 
But we do need volunteers willing to help wrap newspapers and there are
thousands of them per issue.  Once the ad sales and subscriptions catch up with
our growth we can hire this done but for now we need lots and lots of volunteers. 
We also need volunteers willing to ride along with drivers, either throwing papers
or navigating and calling out the addresses where voters live.   We have walking
lists from our voter vault so you pick a street and the addresses are all lined up in
order of delivery.  Three people in a car can deliver a lot of political pain in a few
hours time.
 
People complain about the liberal media and how it is used against us to protect
the crooked politicians.   One example in this very newsletter was the Senator
Harry Coates story about him having an affair with a lobbyist that was working for
the Juvenile center contractor that landed the $10,000,000.00 contract in 2010. 
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 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

The Oklahoman admitted they had the story as early as July but chose to wait till
after the General election in November to run the story. 
 
  So now is our chance to build our own newspaper, one that won’t be censored,
one that the liberal and progressive politicians will fear enough that they will either
straighten up or get out of politics.   There is a related story about some of the
first issue copies being stolen at a Newcastle Candidate Forum, proof enough that
a credible third party newspaper is taken as serious trouble if your political
reputation isn’t squeaky clean or if you have an ugly voting record at the Capitol.
 
So get involved with this project.   Donate to the start up costs, find us
advertisers, help write and research articles, help wrap and deliver the
newspapers.   There is literally nothing else that you can do that will have more
impact than helping get the newspapers out into the bad House and Senate
districts.  Every nickel we receive will go toward delivering more newspapers but
we have only three weeks to make the most impact before the primary elections
are over.  Many races are done after June 26th, very few candidates will face a
general election campaign, so after June 26th we can begin to concentrate on
those races but for now we want to support the easy wins.
 
And can a newspaper really make a difference?   Let’s look at the Ada area House
District.   Over 20,000 voters but less than 700 voted in the primary in 2008 which
is the closest to the current election.  It was a presidential primary year so the
turnout was strong but still 700 people decided who would represent the 35,000
people in House District 25.   If we can drop 10,000 newspapers at the driveways
of the frequent voters in that district we can reach as many as 20,000 voters
including the 700 that elected RINO Representative Todd Thompson.  We can also
increase the turnout of educated voters, increasing our chances of beating
Thompson on June 26th.
 
And then there is the fear factor of this new newspaper.   This is a new tactic,
something that the RINOs can't judge because no one has ever actually stood up a
newspaper and used it like we are going to use it.  We are 100% independent but
the legislators know what we stand for so when we interview them and decide to
endorse one of them they know that what they run on is going to be the way they
vote or we will have their political head on a stick and we won't wait till 2014 to
start.   Our policy is that the election starts the second they turn on the
constituents and support the State Chamber of Commerece agenda.
 
Want proof that this new tactic has got both the RINOs and the State Chamber
shaking in their wingtips?   The previous Speaker of the House Cris Benge was
spotted out walking precincts on Saturday for Rep. Glen Mulready, Mr. Obama
Care.    Thats right, the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce's senior vice president
of government affairs was out pounding the pavement like a newbie intern trying
to reverse Rep. Glen Mulready's sinking poll numbers.    Nothing wrong with
walking precincts but Senior Vice Presidents don't usually walk precincts, kind of
like Gov. Mary Fallin doing the laundry for her housekeeper. 
 
 But they know that the newspaper is going to make a tough race even tougher
and have nothing to guage how effective it will be till after the election is done.  I
expect them to do a TV and radio blitz to support Mulready then again if they dare
to try to spin Mulready's voting record to voters that have seen the facts they will
just lose a lot of money and harm their own reputation in the process.
 
But this is going to be like trying to fight an incoming tide.   We sent out almost
6,000 papers today alone but we could use some help on wrapping the rest of the
papers for delivery.  So we are going to do a work party on Tuesday night starting
at 5:30 at my shop at 358 North Rockwell Ave.   Call if you can attend so we have
plenty of work lined up.   405-412-6233
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Missing In Action Mike Mazzei
Draws an Opponent

  
By R. H.

 
Fixing the problems we face in this nation must start at the local level. That is the
reason the Sooner Tea Party has concentrated on state politics over the last couple
of years. We do our homework and we pull no punches.   When we see a politician
like Senator Mike Mazzei refusing to represent the people of his district we take a
hard look at who is running against them.    Mazzei  pulled a pretty tough
opponent this year, Ronda Vuillemont-Smith.
 
 
Ronda is the leader of the Tulsa 912 Group.  Glen Beck was the person that
launched the 912 organizations back around the time the Tea Party stood up in
2009 and the groups mix preparation for hard times with political action to try to
stop the hard times from arriving.
 
Ronda has a website, She is a pro-life conservative who believes that as the size
of government grows, or freedom diminishes. She believes that we need to work
within the limits of state revenues and would oppose spending increases and
additional burdensome debt. She believes in lower personal and property taxes.
 
Most striking of her statements came under the heading ‘Accountability’. There she
says that when she is elected she expects you to hold her as accountable for her
actions and votes as she has held our elected officials for theirs today.
 
Ronda interviewed for this story and answered our basic questionnaire.
 
Q. If the majority of your constituents want you to vote one way on a bill and it is
unconstitutional, what would you do? A. I would have to vote for the constitution.
That is what the rule of law calls for. I would then explain that to my constituents.
 
Q. Would you vote for a bill for someone else in order for them to help you pass
your bill knowing that it would be a bad vote? A. No. My vote would not be for
sale in that manner. That’s what’s wrong with the system now.
 
Q. You are paid a per diem and part of your travel along that same route would
be for your personal visit somewhere, how would you handle that? A. That would
depend on the situation. If I was in route and a friend called me and wanted to
have a cup of coffee in Stroud, I would bill the entire trip to per diem, but if I had
gone to Stroud on my own and then decided to go to the Capital to conduct State
Business, I would start the per diem from Stroud.
 
Q. If your vote, either for or against a bill was controversial and you would get
flack, would you just not vote? A. No. I would vote anyway. Too many elected
officials make excuses for not voting on controversial issues which too often result
in bad laws. If my vote upset my constituents, then I would have to explain to my
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constituents why I voted the way I did. That’s why I was elected to the office to
begin with.
 
Q. Would you put a bill together, knowing it will not pass, just to say to your
constituents, “Well, I tried?” A. No. This is dishonest. They didn’t send me here for
this. If I put a bill together, I expect it to get an honest hearing in committee and
on the floor.
 
Do you think its okay to get mandatory pay raises, health insurance and a
retirement package all paid for by taxpayers? A. I’m not opposed to the pay raises.
To be honest I’m unfamiliar with the insurance and retirement benefits. I really
don’t know enough about them to make an assessment.
 
Q. Will you be a career politician? A. No. I will stay as long as they re-elect me. I
might add that should I find myself in a position where I can no longer give my
full attention to the job I was elected to do, then I will resign.
 
Q. What are your thoughts on the NDAA? A. I’m opposed to the NDAA. It violates
the Constitution.
 
Q. What would you do to stop the NDAA? A. I would push legislation exerting
Oklahoma’s 10th Amendment rights and opposition to NDAA.
 
Q. Do you believe every bill should be heard in committee? A. Yes. In fact I was
pushing locally, along with the Tulsa 912 group, for the passage of HR 1004 during
the last session along with many other grassroots organizations in the state.
 
Q. Do you believe that the President Pre Tem should have the power to decide
which bills would be heard on the Senate floor? A. No. If a bill clears committee,
then it should be heard on the floor. Too much power is placed in the hands of
one person.
 
Q. As an elected official, is your loyalty to the President Pro Tem, the Party, the
State Chamber of Commerce or the people you represent? A. Without doubt the
people I represent. They are the ones who sent me here to do a job. They are the
ones I have to answer to. It is for that very reason that I’ve turned down PAC
money for my campaign. I don’t want to hold any political favors to anyone.
 
Ronda is running for the Senate seat in District 25. She could  use some
volunteers. If you have the time contact her through her website and pitch in.
Let’s get a true Conservative in District 25. Let’s replace a RINO Republican
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Horny Coates Still at the Top of the List
By R. H.

 
In last week’s newsletter we published an article regarding an email sent to all of
the Senators in the state of Oklahoma. As you may recall, at that time we had
received only one response. That was from Senator Harry Coates, (R), Seminole.
Now in all honesty, we debated whether or not it was worth the time to
investigate a term limited Senator. After all he is out the door and new blood will
be replacing him in the Senate next year. Yet his email response was almost a
taunt to us and a dare. Here is the correspondence listed below.
 
Harry Coates responded to an email I sent the Senators, warning them that the
bond issue bills would be on our 2012 RINO Index. His reply was
 
"Hey Al, Put me at the top of the list.
Harry Coates"
 
(Editor's note:  It seems that all of the bond issues that Governor Fallin was
pushing were killed before the end of the session.   We are still reading to find out
if any of the bond issues made it into any of the appropriations bills.  This is a
good sign that the legislture is waking up to the fact that the activists that the Tea
Party brought to the Capitol in 2009 are learning to be effective and they have
learned that the quickest way to pull our fangs is not to do bad votes that hand us
the stick to beat them with.)
 
Well Harry you got your wish. You made it to the top of our list. After all you
haven’t accomplished in your public life, you should know better. Of all your
accomplishments what seems to stick out the most is found here Senate | Two
Faced Politicians. Judging by the reactions of your hometown friends and
neighbors, as seen in this video, Hometown of Sen. Harry Coates reacts | NewsOK
Videos I’m surprised you can even show your face in town anymore.
 
This affair cost 2 marriages to implode, 1 child to be born out of wedlock, who
some say Harry is the father of., yet the Senate Ethics Committee did not see fit to
investigate an affair between a sitting Senator and a Lobbyist with whom he had
control over bills effecting her business. A business that was awarded a ten million
dollar annual state contract while this affair was going on. This in itself is enough
to call into question the entire Senate ethics committee and leadership along with
Senator Coates. Why is this man still serving in the Senate? Why was the contract
not placed out for new bids once this was discovered? These are questions that
remain unanswered.
 
So what does his legislative record look like? As secretive as the Senate is, I
cannot point to one single piece of legislation that he has written. I may be wrong,
but that’s what happens when you deal with the Senate. Unless a bill becomes
law, you never know who wrote it. I do know that Senator Coates is considered
the most Liberal Republican in the Senate.
 
I did find a reference to a bill he submitted SB 995, the Oklahoma Guest Worker
Program Act, but it died in committee. I guess he got tired of paying wages for
roofers that were not illegal aliens and decided to do something about it.
Fortunately someone with some common sense saw through this act. We have
enough trouble with sanctuary cities like Oklahoma City and Tulsa without a Guest
worker program. This is something straight out of President Obama, Eric Holder,
Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi’s play book. The only thing missing is a campaign
donation from George Kaiser.
 
I went to www.votesmart.org to look at several things including his voting record.
What I found was rather disturbing. We send our elected officials to the capital to
make informed decisions that affect Oklahomans every day. We expect them to
vote on those questions even if they are controversial in nature. Senator Coates
seems to have a habit of not voting on most subjects that are controversial and
may cause him to lose a vote or two. In other words, he is not doing what we pay
him for. Some examples are listed below.
 
Feb. 15, 2012  SB 1433           Defines life as beginning at conception         Did
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not vote
Mar. 6, 2012   SB 1274           Requires physicians inform abortion patients of fetal
heartbeat
                                                                                                                       
Did not vote
 
Both may be considered controversial in the eyes of some, but iron clad beliefs in
the eyes of conservatives, yet he could not find the guts to vote. There were
numerous other pieces of legislation where he failed to vote for one reason or
another. With legislators, that doesn’t buy it. There should be nothing more
important to them than being at their appointed place of duty during a legislative
session. Barring a death in the family, hospitalization or a natural disaster, that is
where they should be.
 
I did go to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site to look at his expenditures
for the 2010 calendar year. What I found there was pretty interesting. Here are
some examples
 
Date                Item                             Beneficiary                 
Explanation                 Cost
Jan. 14, 2010   Chamber Mbrship       Meeker Chamber of Commerce
Involvement$45.00
Jan. 20, 2010   Membership               Ok. Oil Museum          Promote Business      
$15.00
Feb. 24 2010   Stroud Chamber          Stroud Chamber of Commerce Banquet       
$40.00
Feb. 24, 2010  Ind. Membership        Prague Chamber of Commerce Support Dist.
$35.00
Feb. 24, 2010  Ind. Membership         McCloud CofC             Support
Dist.               $25.00
 
It just keeps going on and on. I hate getting repetitive. As an independent
businessman if he wanted to support all these individual Chambers of Commerce
surely he could have afforded the funds from his own pocket. The only one I didn’t
find was his membership to the Seminole Chamber of Commerce.
 
So how did he vote on bills that mattered to Oklahomans? The bigger question is
was he even there? We checked and here is what we found.
 
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Nay 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 1 time excused 1 time-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
 
Well he certainly lived up to his reputation as the most liberal Republican in the
Senate. He is definitely a RINO. In fact I don’t believe they’ve made up an
abbreviation for him yet. I recall seeing an article where he was contemplating a
run as president pro tem in 2010. I may be mistaken, but the way I read this
article he was hoping to get a couple of his fellow Republicans to go along with
him and his Democratic allies to become the President pro tem. You can read the
article here.  Sen. Harry Coates as Senate President Pro Temp. You can’t really call
this guy a Republican at all. He’s what I call a DIRC. That’s a Democrat in
Republican Clothing.
 
How Harry got away with his affair and the contract is beyond me. Regardless of
the findings, the process should have been reopened and rebidded. President Pro-
Tem Senator Bingham apparently doesn’t feel the need to discipline a fellow
Senator for having an illicit affair with a lobbyist that brought shame and discredit
to the Oklahoma Senate.
 
Citizens of the 28th Senatorial District you have it within your power to have
Senator Coates called before the Oklahoma State GOP to explain his votes. That is
the only corrective action left to you now. The Liberal media hid the fact of this
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illicit affair from you until after the election so you would not know the full
character of the person you were voting for. Our fearful legislators don’t feel we
deserve the power to recall elected officials, so we’re stuck with him.
 
Senator Coates you wanted to be first on the list, and now you are.   We will
update your TwoFacedPolitician.com web page and help keep your shameful
behavior follow you around for the rest of your days and make sure it is part of
your legacy after you are long gone.
 

 
 

Not a Jolley Time on the Campaign Trail This Year
  

Senator Clark Jolley exposed his true stripes when he refused to support the ALAC
bill a few months back on the final day to get the bill out of the Senate Rules
Committee and onto the Senate floor.  Of course he shamelessly helped throw a
sham of a bill through the Senate without enough time or without an agreement
with the House leadership to ensure the passage of the bill in the closing days of
this legislative session.
 
Senator Jolley is also the subject of an Ethics Commission complaint according to
CapitolBeatOK.com for raising thousands and thousands of dollars before filing an
SO-1 for the 2012 campaign.  Bob Donohoo, long time John Birch leader filed the
complaint which by law must remain confidential but Donohoo also interviewed for
the CapitolBeatOK.com story leading one to wonder if Donohoo was aware of the
gag rule or if he filed the ethics complaint after he interviewed.  Here is another
story on the complaint.
 
Jolley did keep his 2010 ethics account running and filed the reports for
fundraising in 2012.  The Oklahoma Ethics Commission reports showed that
Senator Jolley transferred over $217,000,000.00 from his 2010 account to his 2012
ethics account and one report claims that Jolley has raised a total of  $336,000 for
his primary race with the vast majority of the cash coming from out of his district
or from lobbyists.  That is a lot of cash to spend to keep a job that pays $40,000
per year.  Here is a list of some of the contributors including the lobbyists and
PACs.  
 
This weekend a copy of the Ethics Commission Complaint magically arrived  after I
did some calling around asking about the issue.  The allegation is that spending
campaign cash raised for one race on another race before setting up the new
account is a problem.  The complaint acknowledges that they can transfer to the
new account but that they should have done so before spending tens of thousands
of dollars.
There is another Jolley story below that lays out his voting record in detail but
here is some highlights:
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Jolley usually votes in lockstep with Senate leadership which is why liberal
Democrat Mike Turpin is a regular contributor to Jolley’s political campaign. 
George Kaiser is another top contributor, you know, Obama campaign money
bundler and Solydra bankruptcy beneficiary.   Kaiser’s Bank of Oklahoma is
claiming that the state owes it $160,000,000.00 in tax credits, dollar for dollar
credits that the bank can use to pay its state taxes or sell to others for 80 cents
on the dollar.

Jolley also has the support of the State Chamber of Commerce who has sent out
multiple mailings on Jolley’s behalf.

Pastor Paul Blair is challenging Senator Jolley for his Senate seat and nothing
would send a message to the State Chamber controlled House and Senate than to
have Senator Jolley defeated in the June 25th Primary.   We will be doing our part,
over 20,000 voters will receive the third issue of the Oklahoma Guardian before
the June 26th Primary election and you can bet that Senator Jolley’s voting record
will be a surprise to most of the conservative voters of Senate District 41.
 
You can help by either donating toward the costs of the Senate District 41
newspaper or by running an advertisement for your business which is completely
tax deductable.   Representative Marion Cooksey’s district also overlaps part of
Senator Jolley’s senate district and Bob Dani is running against her so you can help
two good candidates with your support.  Remember that the newspaper is a
private business so who pays for advertisements and who donates is confidential.  
We will do stories on the candidates, lay out the facts for all to see, and will run
editorials endorsing the good candidates.   There is no coordination or
collaboration with the candidates themselves, we are an independent newspaper.
 
 

 
 

Sticky Fingers Guided by Guilty Conscience
Leads

To Theft of Oklahoma Guardian Newspapers
  

Saturday morning we received a report on a Newcastle Candidate Forum and that
attendees were avidly reading the first issue of the Oklahoma-Guardian before the
event and two of the candidates for House District 20 weren’t liking the exposure
of their reputation one bit.  Candidates Bobby Cleveland of Norman and Paul Maus
of Newcastle were complaining about the Oklahoma-Guardian’s endorsement of
candidate Alon Morrison during the event and sources say that the stack of
Oklahoma-Guardian newspapers were stolen.    Around 100 copies were available
at the event, and around half were still undistributed at the time of the theft.
 
When we endorse candidates we first check into their background and talk to
locals that know who they are and their history.  On occasion a politician will
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approach us but if we are doing our job we have already looked at them and
usually we approach them first.  That was the case with Alon, we called him.   The
endorsement in the first issue was a surprise for Alon as we don’t allow politicians
any input other than their interview.   Alon and the other politicians got to see the
paper only after it was printed, one of our ways of making sure that the Sooner
Tea Party never gets taken for granted.
 
But you know that one of my favorite movies is the Untouchables with Sean
Connery where he asks the Feds what they are going to do.  Our motto is when
they squeal, double the pressure so we are working on a second printing of the
first issue.   Bobby Cleveland and Paul Maus along with their supporters need to
understand that if their people steal 50 of our papers we will send in 20 times as
many to replace them.
 
 
 

 
Dave Bell for Senate District 11 Launches

Website
  

 We said we would let you know when Dave Bell got his website up and running
and he did this week.   Dave is running against Jabar Shumate for the Senate seat
in North Tulsa and he could use some help getting ready for the General election
in November.   Dave will face a Democrat and an Independent if I recall correctly
so he is going to need our help.  And let me tell you, putting Dave in the Senate
would be like turning a bull loose in a china shop, he won't go along or sell out his
constituents and he will shame any that dare to follow the State Chamber of
Commerce agenda.
 
Dave is helping Darren Gantz and Mark Croucher go after Glen Mulready and Dan
Newberry this summer so he isn't working his district right now but after June 26th
you can't go wrong in supporting this man.   He won't fold and he won't quit.
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Should we call him Hijack Jolley or
Kiaser Jolley?

 
R. H.

 
As an Attorney, I’m sure Senator Jolley is aware of the campaign laws. I’m also
sure that what he did during the 2008 campaign season was within the law, if not
quite within the norm of full disclosure. It opens one up to the speculation of
corruption within the campaign. Recent events call into question the ethical
practices and the moral character of Senator Jolley. Is this truly the type of
individual that the citizens want to represent them in the Oklahoma State Senate
 
Senator Jolley likes to claim the mantel of a conservative. He is far from a
conservative. I went to Clark Jolley Votes  to take a look at his record. It tells the
story of a liberal politician. Senator Jolley was the Senate author of HB 2130,
Obamacare, which due to public outcry thankfully died in committee.
 
He was also the original author of a $100 million dollar a year plus tax increase on
hospitals. This tax would be paid by the patients. He flip flopped on this bill and
voted no.
 
In 2011 he attempted to circumvent the legislature on a major bond issue
concerning the Medical Examiner’s Office. Because of his efforts, Paul Blair believes
that it is determined that Oklahoma needs to spend money on an entirely new
facility rather than upgrade the existing one.
 
Most candidates will list who they make a payment to, what it is for and items of
that nature. I’m only going to make three entrees. The same entrees where made
throughout the year. It may be legal, but what is he hiding? Here’s what I found.
 
Date                Item                Name & Address                  Explanation  Amount
Jan. 04, 2008 Telephone   Not required to disclose      Telephone     $24.38
Mar. 04, 2008 Equipment   Not required to disclose      Equipment    $29.00
Jun.04, 2008 Rent               Not required to disclose      Rent               $105.00
 
What is he hiding? There are just too many questions that need to be answered.
   A recent ethics complaint filed against the Senator on another subject only raises
the suspicion. You can read about the new complaint here. Ethics controversy
flows from complaint about Senator Clark Jolley.
I also went to www.votesmart.org to look at his campaign finances and voting
record. Needless to say his donor list reads like a who’s who of liberal
organizations and unions. I was not surprised to find prominent Obama bundler
and Solyndra swindler George Kaiser on his donor list either. Accepting money
from these people is not something a true conservative would do. This is enough
to label Senator Jolley as a RINO.
 
His voting record also indicated a liberal stance. So how did he do on subjects that
mattered to Oklahomans. This is what we found.
 
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
 
This just goes to show that this RINO Republican has never met a Liberal bill he
didn’t like. The man cannot claim the right to be a conservative.
 
The record speaks for itself. Senator Jolley has missed too many votes or voted
too liberal to truly say he is a conservative. His Interest group ratings indicate that
the State Chamber of Commerce has their hooks well placed in him with ratings in
the 90% plus area. He does not deserve another term.
 
In conclusion Senator Jolley is a RINO Republican who has proven to be one of the
most ineffectual Senators in the Senate. It’s time to get some true representation
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for district 41,
 
  
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of
email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email
fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else got the
email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here
to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use
our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent
being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Steal 50 From Us and Expect 10,000 More For Your Trouble
Date: Sunday, June 03, 2012 11:28:27 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

  
 
  

 
  
  

Political Pain by the Pallet Load 
Delivered to Cleveland County RINOs  

  
The idea of starting up a conservative newspaper started last summer after the
numbers of volunteers willing to walk precincts started dwindling with the summer
heat.   Going door to door delivering flyers to voters is hard work and you can do
around four homes per minute if you hustle but you can’t do that for more than a
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May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

few hours till you are getting pretty tired.   Being the lazy person that I am caused
me to begin seriously considering the feasibility of a newspaper heavy enough to
throw out a car window so we began researching the mechanics of organizing a
newspaper, printing costs, and just how many pages were needed to make them
heavy enough to throw across a street into a driveway.  We even did some test
runs in Oklahoma City one night, counting to see just how many papers could be
dropped on driveways per minute.   A lot it turns out.
 
The Ron Paul campaign interrupted the project for a few months but it was the
number one priority once I got back to the world of state politics and we began
assembling a team of volunteers to crank out the copy.  Formatting was an
unexpected hurdle but we got that down eventually and got our first edition to the
printer last week.
 
Tuesday finally arrived and we picked up the first printing of the Cleveland County
edition then the rain wouldn’t let up so delivery got delayed till we figured out how
to protect the papers.  I know, the little bags but it turns out you can’t buy the
little bags her in Oklahoma City but we got some on order.  But poor people have
poor ways so we devised a method using plastic food wrap that is even cheaper
than buying plastic bags.
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Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 
But we do need volunteers willing to help wrap newspapers and there are
thousands of them per issue.  Once the ad sales and subscriptions catch up with
our growth we can hire this done but for now we need lots and lots of volunteers. 
We also need volunteers willing to ride along with drivers, either throwing papers
or navigating and calling out the addresses where voters live.   We have walking
lists from our voter vault so you pick a street and the addresses are all lined up in
order of delivery.  Three people in a car can deliver a lot of political pain in a few
hours time.
 
People complain about the liberal media and how it is used against us to protect
the crooked politicians.   One example in this very newsletter was the Senator
Harry Coates story about him having an affair with a lobbyist that was working for
the Juvenile center contractor that landed the $10,000,000.00 contract in 2010. 
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The Oklahoman admitted they had the story as early as July but chose to wait till
after the General election in November to run the story. 
 
  So now is our chance to build our own newspaper, one that won’t be censored,
one that the liberal and progressive politicians will fear enough that they will either
straighten up or get out of politics.   There is a related story about some of the
first issue copies being stolen at a Newcastle Candidate Forum, proof enough that
a credible third party newspaper is taken as serious trouble if your political
reputation isn’t squeaky clean or if you have an ugly voting record at the Capitol.
 
So get involved with this project.   Donate to the start up costs, find us
advertisers, help write and research articles, help wrap and deliver the
newspapers.   There is literally nothing else that you can do that will have more
impact than helping get the newspapers out into the bad House and Senate
districts.  Every nickel we receive will go toward delivering more newspapers but
we have only three weeks to make the most impact before the primary elections
are over.  Many races are done after June 26th, very few candidates will face a
general election campaign, so after June 26th we can begin to concentrate on
those races but for now we want to support the easy wins.
 
And can a newspaper really make a difference?   Let’s look at the Ada area House
District.   Over 20,000 voters but less than 700 voted in the primary in 2008 which
is the closest to the current election.  It was a presidential primary year so the
turnout was strong but still 700 people decided who would represent the 35,000
people in House District 25.   If we can drop 10,000 newspapers at the driveways
of the frequent voters in that district we can reach as many as 20,000 voters
including the 700 that elected RINO Representative Todd Thompson.  We can also
increase the turnout of educated voters, increasing our chances of beating
Thompson on June 26th.
 
And then there is the fear factor of this new newspaper.   This is a new tactic,
something that the RINOs can't judge because no one has ever actually stood up a
newspaper and used it like we are going to use it.  We are 100% independent but
the legislators know what we stand for so when we interview them and decide to
endorse one of them they know that what they run on is going to be the way they
vote or we will have their political head on a stick and we won't wait till 2014 to
start.   Our policy is that the election starts the second they turn on the
constituents and support the State Chamber of Commerece agenda.
 
Want proof that this new tactic has got both the RINOs and the State Chamber
shaking in their wingtips?   The previous Speaker of the House Cris Benge was
spotted out walking precincts on Saturday for Rep. Glen Mulready, Mr. Obama
Care.    Thats right, the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce's senior vice president
of government affairs was out pounding the pavement like a newbie intern trying
to reverse Rep. Glen Mulready's sinking poll numbers.    Nothing wrong with
walking precincts but Senior Vice Presidents don't usually walk precincts, kind of
like Gov. Mary Fallin doing the laundry for her housekeeper. 
 
 But they know that the newspaper is going to make a tough race even tougher
and have nothing to guage how effective it will be till after the election is done.  I
expect them to do a TV and radio blitz to support Mulready then again if they dare
to try to spin Mulready's voting record to voters that have seen the facts they will
just lose a lot of money and harm their own reputation in the process.
 
But this is going to be like trying to fight an incoming tide.   We sent out almost
6,000 papers today alone but we could use some help on wrapping the rest of the
papers for delivery.  So we are going to do a work party on Tuesday night starting
at 5:30 at my shop at 358 North Rockwell Ave.   Call if you can attend so we have
plenty of work lined up.   405-412-6233
 
 

40427



 
 
 

Missing In Action Mike Mazzei
Draws an Opponent

  
By R. H.

 
Fixing the problems we face in this nation must start at the local level. That is the
reason the Sooner Tea Party has concentrated on state politics over the last couple
of years. We do our homework and we pull no punches.   When we see a politician
like Senator Mike Mazzei refusing to represent the people of his district we take a
hard look at who is running against them.    Mazzei  pulled a pretty tough
opponent this year, Ronda Vuillemont-Smith.
 
 
Ronda is the leader of the Tulsa 912 Group.  Glen Beck was the person that
launched the 912 organizations back around the time the Tea Party stood up in
2009 and the groups mix preparation for hard times with political action to try to
stop the hard times from arriving.
 
Ronda has a website, She is a pro-life conservative who believes that as the size
of government grows, or freedom diminishes. She believes that we need to work
within the limits of state revenues and would oppose spending increases and
additional burdensome debt. She believes in lower personal and property taxes.
 
Most striking of her statements came under the heading ‘Accountability’. There she
says that when she is elected she expects you to hold her as accountable for her
actions and votes as she has held our elected officials for theirs today.
 
Ronda interviewed for this story and answered our basic questionnaire.
 
Q. If the majority of your constituents want you to vote one way on a bill and it is
unconstitutional, what would you do? A. I would have to vote for the constitution.
That is what the rule of law calls for. I would then explain that to my constituents.
 
Q. Would you vote for a bill for someone else in order for them to help you pass
your bill knowing that it would be a bad vote? A. No. My vote would not be for
sale in that manner. That’s what’s wrong with the system now.
 
Q. You are paid a per diem and part of your travel along that same route would
be for your personal visit somewhere, how would you handle that? A. That would
depend on the situation. If I was in route and a friend called me and wanted to
have a cup of coffee in Stroud, I would bill the entire trip to per diem, but if I had
gone to Stroud on my own and then decided to go to the Capital to conduct State
Business, I would start the per diem from Stroud.
 
Q. If your vote, either for or against a bill was controversial and you would get
flack, would you just not vote? A. No. I would vote anyway. Too many elected
officials make excuses for not voting on controversial issues which too often result
in bad laws. If my vote upset my constituents, then I would have to explain to my
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constituents why I voted the way I did. That’s why I was elected to the office to
begin with.
 
Q. Would you put a bill together, knowing it will not pass, just to say to your
constituents, “Well, I tried?” A. No. This is dishonest. They didn’t send me here for
this. If I put a bill together, I expect it to get an honest hearing in committee and
on the floor.
 
Do you think its okay to get mandatory pay raises, health insurance and a
retirement package all paid for by taxpayers? A. I’m not opposed to the pay raises.
To be honest I’m unfamiliar with the insurance and retirement benefits. I really
don’t know enough about them to make an assessment.
 
Q. Will you be a career politician? A. No. I will stay as long as they re-elect me. I
might add that should I find myself in a position where I can no longer give my
full attention to the job I was elected to do, then I will resign.
 
Q. What are your thoughts on the NDAA? A. I’m opposed to the NDAA. It violates
the Constitution.
 
Q. What would you do to stop the NDAA? A. I would push legislation exerting
Oklahoma’s 10th Amendment rights and opposition to NDAA.
 
Q. Do you believe every bill should be heard in committee? A. Yes. In fact I was
pushing locally, along with the Tulsa 912 group, for the passage of HR 1004 during
the last session along with many other grassroots organizations in the state.
 
Q. Do you believe that the President Pre Tem should have the power to decide
which bills would be heard on the Senate floor? A. No. If a bill clears committee,
then it should be heard on the floor. Too much power is placed in the hands of
one person.
 
Q. As an elected official, is your loyalty to the President Pro Tem, the Party, the
State Chamber of Commerce or the people you represent? A. Without doubt the
people I represent. They are the ones who sent me here to do a job. They are the
ones I have to answer to. It is for that very reason that I’ve turned down PAC
money for my campaign. I don’t want to hold any political favors to anyone.
 
Ronda is running for the Senate seat in District 25. She could  use some
volunteers. If you have the time contact her through her website and pitch in.
Let’s get a true Conservative in District 25. Let’s replace a RINO Republican
 
 
 

 

40429



Horny Coates Still at the Top of the List
By R. H.

 
In last week’s newsletter we published an article regarding an email sent to all of
the Senators in the state of Oklahoma. As you may recall, at that time we had
received only one response. That was from Senator Harry Coates, (R), Seminole.
Now in all honesty, we debated whether or not it was worth the time to
investigate a term limited Senator. After all he is out the door and new blood will
be replacing him in the Senate next year. Yet his email response was almost a
taunt to us and a dare. Here is the correspondence listed below.
 
Harry Coates responded to an email I sent the Senators, warning them that the
bond issue bills would be on our 2012 RINO Index. His reply was
 
"Hey Al, Put me at the top of the list.
Harry Coates"
 
(Editor's note:  It seems that all of the bond issues that Governor Fallin was
pushing were killed before the end of the session.   We are still reading to find out
if any of the bond issues made it into any of the appropriations bills.  This is a
good sign that the legislture is waking up to the fact that the activists that the Tea
Party brought to the Capitol in 2009 are learning to be effective and they have
learned that the quickest way to pull our fangs is not to do bad votes that hand us
the stick to beat them with.)
 
Well Harry you got your wish. You made it to the top of our list. After all you
haven’t accomplished in your public life, you should know better. Of all your
accomplishments what seems to stick out the most is found here Senate | Two
Faced Politicians. Judging by the reactions of your hometown friends and
neighbors, as seen in this video, Hometown of Sen. Harry Coates reacts | NewsOK
Videos I’m surprised you can even show your face in town anymore.
 
This affair cost 2 marriages to implode, 1 child to be born out of wedlock, who
some say Harry is the father of., yet the Senate Ethics Committee did not see fit to
investigate an affair between a sitting Senator and a Lobbyist with whom he had
control over bills effecting her business. A business that was awarded a ten million
dollar annual state contract while this affair was going on. This in itself is enough
to call into question the entire Senate ethics committee and leadership along with
Senator Coates. Why is this man still serving in the Senate? Why was the contract
not placed out for new bids once this was discovered? These are questions that
remain unanswered.
 
So what does his legislative record look like? As secretive as the Senate is, I
cannot point to one single piece of legislation that he has written. I may be wrong,
but that’s what happens when you deal with the Senate. Unless a bill becomes
law, you never know who wrote it. I do know that Senator Coates is considered
the most Liberal Republican in the Senate.
 
I did find a reference to a bill he submitted SB 995, the Oklahoma Guest Worker
Program Act, but it died in committee. I guess he got tired of paying wages for
roofers that were not illegal aliens and decided to do something about it.
Fortunately someone with some common sense saw through this act. We have
enough trouble with sanctuary cities like Oklahoma City and Tulsa without a Guest
worker program. This is something straight out of President Obama, Eric Holder,
Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi’s play book. The only thing missing is a campaign
donation from George Kaiser.
 
I went to www.votesmart.org to look at several things including his voting record.
What I found was rather disturbing. We send our elected officials to the capital to
make informed decisions that affect Oklahomans every day. We expect them to
vote on those questions even if they are controversial in nature. Senator Coates
seems to have a habit of not voting on most subjects that are controversial and
may cause him to lose a vote or two. In other words, he is not doing what we pay
him for. Some examples are listed below.
 
Feb. 15, 2012  SB 1433           Defines life as beginning at conception         Did
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not vote
Mar. 6, 2012   SB 1274           Requires physicians inform abortion patients of fetal
heartbeat
                                                                                                                       
Did not vote
 
Both may be considered controversial in the eyes of some, but iron clad beliefs in
the eyes of conservatives, yet he could not find the guts to vote. There were
numerous other pieces of legislation where he failed to vote for one reason or
another. With legislators, that doesn’t buy it. There should be nothing more
important to them than being at their appointed place of duty during a legislative
session. Barring a death in the family, hospitalization or a natural disaster, that is
where they should be.
 
I did go to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site to look at his expenditures
for the 2010 calendar year. What I found there was pretty interesting. Here are
some examples
 
Date                Item                             Beneficiary                 
Explanation                 Cost
Jan. 14, 2010   Chamber Mbrship       Meeker Chamber of Commerce
Involvement$45.00
Jan. 20, 2010   Membership               Ok. Oil Museum          Promote Business      
$15.00
Feb. 24 2010   Stroud Chamber          Stroud Chamber of Commerce Banquet       
$40.00
Feb. 24, 2010  Ind. Membership        Prague Chamber of Commerce Support Dist.
$35.00
Feb. 24, 2010  Ind. Membership         McCloud CofC             Support
Dist.               $25.00
 
It just keeps going on and on. I hate getting repetitive. As an independent
businessman if he wanted to support all these individual Chambers of Commerce
surely he could have afforded the funds from his own pocket. The only one I didn’t
find was his membership to the Seminole Chamber of Commerce.
 
So how did he vote on bills that mattered to Oklahomans? The bigger question is
was he even there? We checked and here is what we found.
 
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Nay 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 1 time excused 1 time-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
 
Well he certainly lived up to his reputation as the most liberal Republican in the
Senate. He is definitely a RINO. In fact I don’t believe they’ve made up an
abbreviation for him yet. I recall seeing an article where he was contemplating a
run as president pro tem in 2010. I may be mistaken, but the way I read this
article he was hoping to get a couple of his fellow Republicans to go along with
him and his Democratic allies to become the President pro tem. You can read the
article here.  Sen. Harry Coates as Senate President Pro Temp. You can’t really call
this guy a Republican at all. He’s what I call a DIRC. That’s a Democrat in
Republican Clothing.
 
How Harry got away with his affair and the contract is beyond me. Regardless of
the findings, the process should have been reopened and rebidded. President Pro-
Tem Senator Bingham apparently doesn’t feel the need to discipline a fellow
Senator for having an illicit affair with a lobbyist that brought shame and discredit
to the Oklahoma Senate.
 
Citizens of the 28th Senatorial District you have it within your power to have
Senator Coates called before the Oklahoma State GOP to explain his votes. That is
the only corrective action left to you now. The Liberal media hid the fact of this
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illicit affair from you until after the election so you would not know the full
character of the person you were voting for. Our fearful legislators don’t feel we
deserve the power to recall elected officials, so we’re stuck with him.
 
Senator Coates you wanted to be first on the list, and now you are.   We will
update your TwoFacedPolitician.com web page and help keep your shameful
behavior follow you around for the rest of your days and make sure it is part of
your legacy after you are long gone.
 

 
 

Not a Jolley Time on the Campaign Trail This Year
  

Senator Clark Jolley exposed his true stripes when he refused to support the ALAC
bill a few months back on the final day to get the bill out of the Senate Rules
Committee and onto the Senate floor.  Of course he shamelessly helped throw a
sham of a bill through the Senate without enough time or without an agreement
with the House leadership to ensure the passage of the bill in the closing days of
this legislative session.
 
Senator Jolley is also the subject of an Ethics Commission complaint according to
CapitolBeatOK.com for raising thousands and thousands of dollars before filing an
SO-1 for the 2012 campaign.  Bob Donohoo, long time John Birch leader filed the
complaint which by law must remain confidential but Donohoo also interviewed for
the CapitolBeatOK.com story leading one to wonder if Donohoo was aware of the
gag rule or if he filed the ethics complaint after he interviewed.  Here is another
story on the complaint.
 
Jolley did keep his 2010 ethics account running and filed the reports for
fundraising in 2012.  The Oklahoma Ethics Commission reports showed that
Senator Jolley transferred over $217,000,000.00 from his 2010 account to his 2012
ethics account and one report claims that Jolley has raised a total of  $336,000 for
his primary race with the vast majority of the cash coming from out of his district
or from lobbyists.  That is a lot of cash to spend to keep a job that pays $40,000
per year.  Here is a list of some of the contributors including the lobbyists and
PACs.  
 
This weekend a copy of the Ethics Commission Complaint magically arrived  after I
did some calling around asking about the issue.  The allegation is that spending
campaign cash raised for one race on another race before setting up the new
account is a problem.  The complaint acknowledges that they can transfer to the
new account but that they should have done so before spending tens of thousands
of dollars.
There is another Jolley story below that lays out his voting record in detail but
here is some highlights:
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Jolley usually votes in lockstep with Senate leadership which is why liberal
Democrat Mike Turpin is a regular contributor to Jolley’s political campaign. 
George Kaiser is another top contributor, you know, Obama campaign money
bundler and Solydra bankruptcy beneficiary.   Kaiser’s Bank of Oklahoma is
claiming that the state owes it $160,000,000.00 in tax credits, dollar for dollar
credits that the bank can use to pay its state taxes or sell to others for 80 cents
on the dollar.

Jolley also has the support of the State Chamber of Commerce who has sent out
multiple mailings on Jolley’s behalf.

Pastor Paul Blair is challenging Senator Jolley for his Senate seat and nothing
would send a message to the State Chamber controlled House and Senate than to
have Senator Jolley defeated in the June 25th Primary.   We will be doing our part,
over 20,000 voters will receive the third issue of the Oklahoma Guardian before
the June 26th Primary election and you can bet that Senator Jolley’s voting record
will be a surprise to most of the conservative voters of Senate District 41.
 
You can help by either donating toward the costs of the Senate District 41
newspaper or by running an advertisement for your business which is completely
tax deductable.   Representative Marion Cooksey’s district also overlaps part of
Senator Jolley’s senate district and Bob Dani is running against her so you can help
two good candidates with your support.  Remember that the newspaper is a
private business so who pays for advertisements and who donates is confidential.  
We will do stories on the candidates, lay out the facts for all to see, and will run
editorials endorsing the good candidates.   There is no coordination or
collaboration with the candidates themselves, we are an independent newspaper.
 
 

 
 

Sticky Fingers Guided by Guilty Conscience
Leads

To Theft of Oklahoma Guardian Newspapers
  

Saturday morning we received a report on a Newcastle Candidate Forum and that
attendees were avidly reading the first issue of the Oklahoma-Guardian before the
event and two of the candidates for House District 20 weren’t liking the exposure
of their reputation one bit.  Candidates Bobby Cleveland of Norman and Paul Maus
of Newcastle were complaining about the Oklahoma-Guardian’s endorsement of
candidate Alon Morrison during the event and sources say that the stack of
Oklahoma-Guardian newspapers were stolen.    Around 100 copies were available
at the event, and around half were still undistributed at the time of the theft.
 
When we endorse candidates we first check into their background and talk to
locals that know who they are and their history.  On occasion a politician will
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approach us but if we are doing our job we have already looked at them and
usually we approach them first.  That was the case with Alon, we called him.   The
endorsement in the first issue was a surprise for Alon as we don’t allow politicians
any input other than their interview.   Alon and the other politicians got to see the
paper only after it was printed, one of our ways of making sure that the Sooner
Tea Party never gets taken for granted.
 
But you know that one of my favorite movies is the Untouchables with Sean
Connery where he asks the Feds what they are going to do.  Our motto is when
they squeal, double the pressure so we are working on a second printing of the
first issue.   Bobby Cleveland and Paul Maus along with their supporters need to
understand that if their people steal 50 of our papers we will send in 20 times as
many to replace them.
 
 
 

 
Dave Bell for Senate District 11 Launches

Website
  

 We said we would let you know when Dave Bell got his website up and running
and he did this week.   Dave is running against Jabar Shumate for the Senate seat
in North Tulsa and he could use some help getting ready for the General election
in November.   Dave will face a Democrat and an Independent if I recall correctly
so he is going to need our help.  And let me tell you, putting Dave in the Senate
would be like turning a bull loose in a china shop, he won't go along or sell out his
constituents and he will shame any that dare to follow the State Chamber of
Commerce agenda.
 
Dave is helping Darren Gantz and Mark Croucher go after Glen Mulready and Dan
Newberry this summer so he isn't working his district right now but after June 26th
you can't go wrong in supporting this man.   He won't fold and he won't quit.
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Should we call him Hijack Jolley or
Kiaser Jolley?

 
R. H.

 
As an Attorney, I’m sure Senator Jolley is aware of the campaign laws. I’m also
sure that what he did during the 2008 campaign season was within the law, if not
quite within the norm of full disclosure. It opens one up to the speculation of
corruption within the campaign. Recent events call into question the ethical
practices and the moral character of Senator Jolley. Is this truly the type of
individual that the citizens want to represent them in the Oklahoma State Senate
 
Senator Jolley likes to claim the mantel of a conservative. He is far from a
conservative. I went to Clark Jolley Votes  to take a look at his record. It tells the
story of a liberal politician. Senator Jolley was the Senate author of HB 2130,
Obamacare, which due to public outcry thankfully died in committee.
 
He was also the original author of a $100 million dollar a year plus tax increase on
hospitals. This tax would be paid by the patients. He flip flopped on this bill and
voted no.
 
In 2011 he attempted to circumvent the legislature on a major bond issue
concerning the Medical Examiner’s Office. Because of his efforts, Paul Blair believes
that it is determined that Oklahoma needs to spend money on an entirely new
facility rather than upgrade the existing one.
 
Most candidates will list who they make a payment to, what it is for and items of
that nature. I’m only going to make three entrees. The same entrees where made
throughout the year. It may be legal, but what is he hiding? Here’s what I found.
 
Date                Item                Name & Address                  Explanation  Amount
Jan. 04, 2008 Telephone   Not required to disclose      Telephone     $24.38
Mar. 04, 2008 Equipment   Not required to disclose      Equipment    $29.00
Jun.04, 2008 Rent               Not required to disclose      Rent               $105.00
 
What is he hiding? There are just too many questions that need to be answered.
   A recent ethics complaint filed against the Senator on another subject only raises
the suspicion. You can read about the new complaint here. Ethics controversy
flows from complaint about Senator Clark Jolley.
I also went to www.votesmart.org to look at his campaign finances and voting
record. Needless to say his donor list reads like a who’s who of liberal
organizations and unions. I was not surprised to find prominent Obama bundler
and Solyndra swindler George Kaiser on his donor list either. Accepting money
from these people is not something a true conservative would do. This is enough
to label Senator Jolley as a RINO.
 
His voting record also indicated a liberal stance. So how did he do on subjects that
mattered to Oklahomans. This is what we found.
 
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
 
This just goes to show that this RINO Republican has never met a Liberal bill he
didn’t like. The man cannot claim the right to be a conservative.
 
The record speaks for itself. Senator Jolley has missed too many votes or voted
too liberal to truly say he is a conservative. His Interest group ratings indicate that
the State Chamber of Commerce has their hooks well placed in him with ratings in
the 90% plus area. He does not deserve another term.
 
In conclusion Senator Jolley is a RINO Republican who has proven to be one of the
most ineffectual Senators in the Senate. It’s time to get some true representation
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for district 41,
 
  
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of
email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email
fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else got the
email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here
to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use
our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent
being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean
up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Stephanie Lewis commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:05:24 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Stephanie Lewis commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Stephanie wrote: "Oklahoma House of Representatives 
November 19, 2012 

For Immediate Release: 
Contact: Democratic Leader Scott Inman 
Capitol: (405) 557-5370 

House Democratic Leader Inman's Comments on Gov. Fallin's Rejection of
Medicaid Expansion

The Oklahoma House of Representatives' Democratic Leadership releases the
following statement in response to Governor Fallin's decision to reject an
expansion of Medicaid and an Oklahoma solution to health care exchanges
mandated under the Affordable Care Act:

Democratic Leader Scott Inman (D-Del City) stated: "On behalf of the
hundreds of thousands of uninsured Oklahomans; the businesses, doctors and
hospitals who are drowning in the costs of their uncompensated care; and the
Oklahoma taxpayer who ultimately foots the bill for those uninsured through
higher taxes and increased medical costs, House Democratic leaders are
deeply disappointed and frustrated that Governor Fallin and Republican
Leaders have today decided to play politics with the lives, health care and
pocket books of thousands of Oklahoma citizens.

The Governor's decision will ensure that nearly 200,000 Oklahoma men,
women and children will be unable to get the health care they need. Because
other states around the country have decided to seek health care coverage for
their citizens, Oklahoma Republican leaders have created a situation where
Oklahoma tax dollars will be sent to places like Maryland, Rhode Island and
California to insure their citizens while the poorest uninsured Oklahomans will
continue to go without health insurance.

Likewise, by refusing to revisit the issue of health care exchanges, Governor
Fallin has violated one of her principle campaign promises: to do everything in
her power to fight federal government interference in the Sooner State.
Instead of allowing Oklahomans to establish and create an Oklahoma health
care exchange, she and Republican leaders have simply extended the
invitation to the Obama administration to come to our state and do it for us.
While many in the House Democratic Caucus may not have supported all of
the provisions of the new health care law, we are realistic and understand
that Republican House Speaker John Boehner's (R-Ohio) words ring true.
Whether we like it or not, 'it's the law of the land.'

We respected Governor Fallin's decision to wait until after the November
Presidential election before moving forward with her plans on the Medicaid
expansion, as well as the establishment of the health care exchanges.
Presumably, if Governor Romney had prevailed, Oklahoma would have been
poised to support the decision our Governor has announced today. However,
since the election ended with a vastly different result, we had hoped our
state's leaders would put politics aside and do everything in their power to
ensure whatever is established in Oklahoma is done with the control and
input of Oklahomans."

It was recently reported that in order to make her decision, Governor Fallin
took a series of public opinion polls to measure the political winds. Inman
went on to say, "House Democrats believe leaders shouldn't govern by
sticking one's finger in the wind, but instead with the knowledge, courage
and fortitude to do what's right, even when it may not be politically popular.
It would appear that the Governor and Republican leaders have ignored the
uninsured in our state, as well as the conservative Republican business people
from the hospital and medical community who vociferously encouraged her to
make the right choice. Instead, the focus, it appears, is on protecting their

See Comment
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right flank from attack in the next election.""

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Stephen Tyler Holman commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 7:38:29 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Stephen Tyler Holman commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Stephen wrote: "I would just like to make sure you know that the individual
mandate is a Republican idea, and that "Obamacare" is almost exactly the
same as Romneycare. Thanks"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Strict Federal Health Exchange Rules Rankle States
Date: Tuesday, September 18, 2012 7:27:09 AM
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Strict Federal Health Exchange Rules Rankle States

States are gaining access to federal data that they've never seen before to determine

Medicaid eligibility for the health insurance exchanges. They're anxious to use the data

for other human services programs, but the IRS has prohibited it. What a tease, state

officials say.
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California.

3. A Conversation with Maryland
Gov. Martin O'Malley
Governing caught up with the chairman of the
Democratic Governors Association at last week's
convention in Charlotte, N.C.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: sullivan health care letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 2:51:00 PM

From Katie with my edits.  Thoughts?
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are
facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish our first exchange; however, the process will not successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:32:35 PM

Made a few edits to draft from Katie.  This looks OK to me.  Please review and then I’ll send to GMF
and GC to see if they can approve.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are
facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish our first exchange; however, the process will not successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
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population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Sullivan letter
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 3:32:00 PM

Made a few edits to draft from Katie.  This looks OK to me.  Please review and then I’ll send to GMF
and GC to see if they can approve.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) will do nothing but compound the problem.
 
The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which you know is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already are
facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges are will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish our first exchange; however, the process will not successful if our ability to include market-
driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
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population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Sullivan, Gov. Fallin Highlight Concerns About Obamacare"s Impact on States
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 3:02:47 PM

FYI.

Sullivan, Gov. Fallin Highlight Concerns About Obamacare’s Impact on States
http://www.sullivan.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=226716

Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 6:54 PM
To: elizabeth.bartheld@mail.house.gov
Cc: Wendy Gregory; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: OK Governor Fallin letter

Good evening.

Attached, please find a letter from Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to Rep. Sullivan for tomorrow's Energy
and Commerce Committee hearing on the federal health care bill.  If you have any questions, please let
us know.

Thank you.
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Description 2014 2015 2016
Federal Share for Newly Enrolled 100% 100% 100%

Total Computable Program Costs $605,207,000 $617,311,140 $629,657,363
Total Computable Administrative Costs $18,717,742 $19,092,097 $19,473,939
Total Computable $623,924,742 $636,403,237 $649,131,302

State Program Costs $32,196,673 $32,840,606 $33,497,418
State Administrative Costs $9,358,871 $9,546,049 $9,736,970
Total State Costs $41,555,544 $42,386,655 $43,234,388

Estimated Number of People Covered 241,000           241,000             241,000             
Average Cost Per Person Total Computable $2,589 $2,641 $2,693
Per Person Per Month Total Computable $216 $220 $224

Average Cost Per Person State Share $172 $176 $179
Per Person Per Month State Share $14.37 $14.66 $14.95

Notes:
1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supple     

8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is un          
legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level d            
written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a           
funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocat

2. Average cost for adults calculated using Annual Reports SFY 2005 to 2009.  Calculations based on              
2006 and 14 in 2005.  Expenditures found on same pages for 05 and 06 and on pages 77 in 07 and 7             
reports.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on annnual change of 2% Growth.

4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to imp          
FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for wha              
program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of           
4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from othe            
has not been determined by the State.

5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercou             
uninsured.

6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance cove             
Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americ           
73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Unins           
law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed a            
will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the admi          
determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods t          
For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.
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2017 2018 2019 2020 Cumulative Total
95% 94% 93% 90%

$642,250,510 $655,095,520 $668,197,431 $681,561,379 $4,499,280,343
$19,863,418 $20,260,686 $20,665,900 $21,079,218 $139,153,000

$662,113,928 $675,356,206 $688,863,331 $702,640,597 $4,638,433,343

$56,955,110 $62,742,912 $68,739,444 $84,623,755 $371,595,919
$9,931,709 $10,130,343 $10,332,950 $10,539,609 $69,576,500

$66,886,819 $72,873,255 $79,072,394 $95,163,364 $441,172,419

241,000              241,000        241,000        241,000        
$2,747 $2,802 $2,858 $2,916

$229 $234 $238 $243

$278 $302 $328 $395
$23.13 $25.20 $27.34 $32.91

              ement, 2009 (four year average).

               clear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the 
                  distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently 

               a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating 
              tion.

                n enrollment graphs page 29 in 2007 and 2008 and page 25  in 
                      71 in 08.  Cost for children based on MARS/MMIS calendar year 

                

                  lement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of 
                 atever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state 

             f FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.
                 er state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount 
      

               unt can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the 

                erage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian 
               cans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 
              sured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current 

               at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people 
          

                  nistration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility 
                hrough OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  
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Description 2014 2015 2016
Federal Share for Newly Enrolled 100% 100% 100%

Total Computable Program Costs $605,207,000 $617,311,140 $629,657,363
Total Computable Administrative Costs $18,717,742 $19,092,097 $19,473,939
Total Computable $623,924,742 $636,403,237 $649,131,302

State Program Costs $32,196,673 $32,840,606 $33,497,418
State Administrative Costs $9,358,871 $9,546,049 $9,736,970
Total State Costs $41,555,544 $42,386,655 $43,234,388

Estimated Number of People Covered 241,000           241,000             241,000             
Average Cost Per Person Total Computable $2,589 $2,641 $2,693
Per Person Per Month Total Computable $216 $220 $224

Average Cost Per Person State Share $172 $176 $179
Per Person Per Month State Share $14.37 $14.66 $14.95

Notes:
1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supple     

8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is un          
legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level d            
written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a           
funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocat

2. Average cost for adults calculated using Annual Reports SFY 2005 to 2009.  Calculations based on              
2006 and 14 in 2005.  Expenditures found on same pages for 05 and 06 and on pages 77 in 07 and 7             
reports.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on annnual change of 2% Growth.

4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to imp          
FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for wha              
program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of           
4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from othe            
has not been determined by the State.

5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercou             
uninsured.

6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance cove             
Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americ           
73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Unins           
law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed a            
will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the admi          
determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods t          
For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.
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2017 2018 2019 2020 Cumulative Total
95% 94% 93% 90%

$642,250,510 $655,095,520 $668,197,431 $681,561,379 $4,499,280,343
$19,863,418 $20,260,686 $20,665,900 $21,079,218 $139,153,000

$662,113,928 $675,356,206 $688,863,331 $702,640,597 $4,638,433,343

$56,955,110 $62,742,912 $68,739,444 $84,623,755 $371,595,919
$9,931,709 $10,130,343 $10,332,950 $10,539,609 $69,576,500

$66,886,819 $72,873,255 $79,072,394 $95,163,364 $441,172,419

241,000              241,000        241,000        241,000        
$2,747 $2,802 $2,858 $2,916

$229 $234 $238 $243

$278 $302 $328 $395
$23.13 $25.20 $27.34 $32.91

              ement, 2009 (four year average).

               clear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the 
                  distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently 

               a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating 
              tion.

                n enrollment graphs page 29 in 2007 and 2008 and page 25  in 
                      71 in 08.  Cost for children based on MARS/MMIS calendar year 

                

                  lement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of 
                 atever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state 

             f FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.
                 er state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount 
      

               unt can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the 

                erage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian 
               cans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 
              sured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current 

               at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people 
          

                  nistration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility 
                hrough OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority
Summary Medicaid Expansion Health Reform
2014 - 2020

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Cumulative Total
Federal Share for Newly Enrolled 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90%

Total Computable Program Costs $605,207,000 $617,311,140 $629,657,363 $642,250,510 $655,095,520 $668,197,431 $681,561,379 $4,499,280,343
Total Computable Administrative Costs $18,717,742 $19,092,097 $19,473,939 $19,863,418 $20,260,686 $20,665,900 $21,079,218 $139,153,000
Total Computable $623,924,742 $636,403,237 $649,131,302 $662,113,928 $675,356,206 $688,863,331 $702,640,597 $4,638,433,343

State Program Costs $32,196,673 $32,840,606 $33,497,418 $56,955,110 $62,742,912 $68,739,444 $84,623,755 $371,595,919
State Administrative Costs $9,358,871 $9,546,049 $9,736,970 $9,931,709 $10,130,343 $10,332,950 $10,539,609 $69,576,500
Total State Costs $41,555,544 $42,386,655 $43,234,388 $66,886,819 $72,873,255 $79,072,394 $95,163,364 $441,172,419

Estimated Number of People Covered 241,000           241,000             241,000             241,000              241,000        241,000        241,000        
Average Cost Per Person Total Computable $2,589 $2,641 $2,693 $2,747 $2,802 $2,858 $2,916
Per Person Per Month Total Computable $216 $220 $224 $229 $234 $238 $243

Average Cost Per Person State Share $172 $176 $179 $278 $302 $328 $395
Per Person Per Month State Share $14.37 $14.66 $14.95 $23.13 $25.20 $27.34 $32.91

Notes:
1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average).

2. Average cost for adults calculated using Annual Reports SFY 2005 to 2009.  Calculations based on enrollment graphs page 29 in 2007 and 2008 and page 25  in 2006 and 14 in 2005.  Expenditures 
found on same pages for 05 and 06 and on pages 77 in 07 and 71 in 08.  Cost for children based on MARS/MMIS calendar year reports.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on 
annnual change of 2% Growth.

4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL.  People who should be covered 
by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non 
traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.

4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount has not been determined by the 
State.

5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured.

6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as 
Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census 
reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching 
rate.  This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation 
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority
Summary Medicaid Expansion Health Reform
2014 - 2020

8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to 
develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states 
because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocation.

7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation 
eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% 
of total costs.
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SUMMARY OF ESTABLISHMENT AND ELIGIBILITY RULES 
FOR STATE EXCHANGES 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
On March 12, 2012, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a 644-
page final rule on state Exchange establishment and eligibility under the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).  This final rule incorporates many of the provisions originally published as two 
proposed rules:  Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans, issued July 15, 
2011 and Exchange Functions in the Individual Market: Eligibility Determinations and 
Exchange Standards for Employers, issued August 17, 2011. 
 
Generally, this final rule outlines standards for: 
 

• establishment, operation, and minimum functionality of state Exchanges, including 
standards for eligibility determination and enrollment in qualified health plans 
(QHPs) and insurance affordability programs;  
 

• participation of health insurance issuers in an Exchange, including the minimum 
certification standards for QHPs; and 
 

• participation of employers in the Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP). 
 

 
EXCHANGE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION 
Beginning in 2014, individuals and small businesses will be able to purchase private health 
insurance through competitive marketplaces called Exchanges.  This final rule sets forth the 
minimum federal standards that states must meet if they elect to establish and operate an 
Exchange, including the requirement that the Exchange: 
 

• be approved or conditionally approved by HHS no later than January 1, 2013; 
 

• be a non-profit entity established by the state, an independent public agency, or 
part of an existing state agency; 
 

• have governance principles that include consumer representation, prohibit conflicts 
of interest and promote ethical and financial disclosure standards, unless 
established as part of an existing state agency; 
 

• determine eligibility for Medicaid, CHIP, advance payments of premium tax 
credits, cost-sharing reductions, and the Basic Health Plan; 

 
• certify health plans to be offered in the Exchange as qualified health plans; and  
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• offer consumer tools and assistance to facilitate enrollment of qualified 
individuals, qualified employers and employees in qualified health plans, including 
a website to facilitate comparisons among plans, a toll-free hotline for consumer 
support, and a “Navigator” program for consumer outreach and education. 

 
States have substantial flexibility in determining how to perform these functions, including 
the ability to establish an Exchange in partnership with other states through a regional 
Exchange; operate multiple subsidiary Exchanges that cover distinct areas within the state; 
apply to operate the Exchange in years subsequent to 2014; contract with the state 
Medicaid agency or other state agency; and operate an individual market Exchange and 
SHOP under separate governance and administrative structures. 
 
 
QUALIFIED HEALTH PLANS 
In order to participate in an Exchange, a health insurance issuer must be certified by the 
Exchange to offer qualified health plans. Exchanges must ensure health insurance issuers 
meet two basic requirements to be certified to offer qualified health plans: 
 

• demonstrate compliance with minimum certification requirements and any 
requirement imposed by the state and the Exchange as a condition of participation 
or certification, including standards related to licensure and the risk adjustment 
program; and  
 

• offer plans that are in the best interest of qualified individuals and have adequate 
provider networks to provide consumers choice. 

 
 
ELIGIBLITY DETERMINATION 
The state Exchange may fulfill its eligibility functions directly or indirectly, though 
contracting arrangements with other “eligible contracting entities” Each agreement must 
specify the respective responsibilities of each party in connection with eligibility 
determination.  It must also ensure applicants experience a seamless eligibility and 
enrollment process and that information is shared electronically via a secure interface.  
 
 
SMALL BUSINESS HEALTH OPTIONS PROGRAM (SHOP) 
Beginning in 2014, Exchanges will operate a Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) 
to provide small employers and their employees’ health insurance coverage. 
 
Exchanges will decide how a SHOP is structured and will have some flexibility to determine 
the size of small businesses that can participate in SHOP, including minimum participation 
rules, and the structure of coverage choices and options for small businesses. 
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CHANGES AND FORTHCOMING RULEMAKING 
Some provisions differ from the proposed rule.  Each of these changes is outlined in the final 
rule under the section titled Provisions of the Final Regulations.   
 
This final rule does not address all of the Exchange provisions in the ACA.  Several topics are 
expected to be addressed through future rulemaking, including, but is not limited to: the 
state Partnership model; certificates of exemption from the individual responsibility; 
appeals of individual eligibility determinations; coordination of notices between the 
Exchange, Medicaid, and CHIP; eligibility determination for advance payments of the 
premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions (Department of the Treasury); standards for 
application assisters and authorized representatives; standards for multi-State plans (Office 
of Management and Budget); and the process and criteria by which accrediting entities will 
be recognized. 
 
A portion of this rule is issued as interim final. As such, the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) will observe a 45-day comment period on provisions related to 
involvement of agents and brokers, §155.220(a)(3); Medicaid and CHIP regulations, 
§155.300(b); options for conducting eligibility determinations, §155.302; eligibility 
standards for cost-sharing reductions, §155.305(g); timeliness standards for Exchange 
eligibility determinations, §155.310(e); applicants with special circumstances, §155.315(g); 
timeliness standards for the transmission of information for the administration of advance 
payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions, §155.340(d); and 
agreements between agencies administering insurance affordability programs, §155.345(a) 
and §155.345(g). 
 
 
STAFF CONTACTS 
 
If you have any questions about this document or its subject matter, please feel free to 
contact: 

 
William Garner, Legislative Director, HHS Committee 
wgarner@nga.org  or (202) 624-5369 
 
Krista Drobac, Health Division Director, NGA Center for Best Practices  
kdrobac@nga.org  or (202) 624-7872 
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Sunshine Overruns: Hawaii"s Solar Tax Credits Carry Soaring Price Tag
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:18:12 AM

Trouble viewing this e-mail? View it in your browser.

Stateline Daily Edition

    
 November 13, 2012 Forward | Subscribe  

Sunshine Overruns: Hawaii’s Solar Tax Credits Carry Soaring Price
Tag 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

The widespread popularity of Hawaii’s solar energy incentive — and mass
confusion over how to implement it — have dealt a blow to the state’s treasury
and become a major topic in state politics. 
Full Story

At New Jersey Gas Pumps, Life Returns to Normal 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

Governor Chris Christie announced Monday the state would end gas rationing
in 12 New Jersey counties, signaling major progress made in restoring power
and fuel delivery to areas devastated by Hurricane Sandy.
Full Story

US: Push expands for legalizing same-sex marriage 
Elated by their first ballot victories, in four states, advocates of same-sex
marriage rights plan to push legislatures in half a dozen more states toward
legalization as they also press their cause in federal courts.
Full Story nytimes.com

WA: Charter schools narrowly win approval in Washington
The outcome makes Washington the 42nd state in the nation to allow charters,
20 years after Minnesota passed the nation's first charter-school law.
Full Story seattletimes.com
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US: The legal hurdles Obamacare still must clear
The Supreme Court gave its definitive ruling upholding the Affordable Care Act
in June. But that hasn’t stopped three other legal challenges to core provisions
of Obamacare — including the mandates and subsidies — that could unravel big
parts of the law if they succeed.
Full Story politico.com

VA: Firestorm erupts over Virginia's education goals
As part of Virginia's waiver to opt out of mandates set out in the No Child Left
Behind law, the state has created a controversial new set of education goals that
are higher for white and Asian kids than for blacks, Latinos and students with
disabilities.
Full Story npr.org

NJ: Christie may cede tax cut to rebuilding in election year
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, uncertain whether he’ll pursue the tax cut
he championed before Hurricane Sandy, may find rebuilding his battered state
is the bigger priority.
Full Story bloomberg.com

GA: Georgia immigration law trips up doctors and nurses
Hundreds of health care workers in Georgia are losing their licenses to practice
because of a problem created by a new immigration law in the state.
Full Story npr.org

PA: Pennsylvania college faculty takes strike vote
The union representing faculty at Pennsylvania's 14 state-owned universities
hopes by Friday to announce results of a strike authorization vote that began on
the campuses Monday and runs through Wednesday.
Full Story post-gazette.com

FL: State courts struggle with Supreme Court ruling on young killers
Five months ago, the U.S. Supreme Court banned mandatory sentences of life
in prison without the possibility of parole for juveniles convicted of murder. But
since the Miller v. Alabama decision, Florida courts have struggled to apply the
ruling — and two Miami-Dade cases may help settle key lingering legal
questions.
Full Story miamiherald.com
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NY: Federal aid for New York faces hurdle in Congress
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s request for $30 billion in federal disaster aid for the
State of New York in the wake of Hurricane Sandy faces significant hurdles in
Congress, and it may take weeks, if not months, before action is taken on it,
Congressional officials said on Monday.
Full Story nytimes.com

CO: How will Feds deal with marijuana legalization in Colorado and
Washington?
Now that voters in Colorado and Washington have approved legalized sales of
marijuana in those two states, the federal government is expected to
aggressively confront the new laws through lawsuits saying they are invalidated
under US law.
Full Story csmonitor.com
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If the existing legislation is allowed to expire
Saturday, it would cause a slowdown or complete
halt of many state and local transportation
construction projects.
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Affordable Care Act Ruling
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think about the Supreme Court's decision to
uphold most of the federal health-care law? Find
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$39 million
The amount of money that Colorado Gov. John

Hickenlooper has already transferred from other

places in the budget to help fight the fires raging

through the state. Communities will also get help

from the federal government, since the White

House declared the wildfires a federal disaster

yesterday.
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Detroit Through Technology
Read Governing's Idea Center every Monday
and Thursday for creative solutions to problems
that plague state and local governments across
the country.
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States, Cities Use Social Networks to Test Open Records
Laws and Transparency Goals
Governments' Facebook and Twitter activity presents a distinct challenge for states
and localities committed to transparency.
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There are as many of them as there ever have been. Sometimes, though, it takes us a
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How to Reform Pensions at the Ballot Box
San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed explains what led up to voters’ approval of major
changes to the city’s retirement system.
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Neighborhood Watch
Rob Sampson’s Great American City points the way toward a new understanding of
how cities function.
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Growing Cities Swap Council-Manager, Mayor-Council
Governments
Data shows that as population rises, cities often look to change their form of
government.
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Report: School Nutrition Standards Could Improve Health
and Finances
New nationalized nutrition standards for schools could improve student health, while
also increasing revenue, according to a new report from the Health Impact Project.
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bets on sustainability, and today it’s paying off.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: TaHU speech
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 1:45:10 PM

GMF speech was good. Standard stuff on economy and her agenda.

Health care - talked about personal responsibility, 5320, certified healthy biz, etc

Talked about opposition to Obamacare, supports lawsuit; said health car exchange a way to keep DC
from forcing a one-size fits all program on us in 2014.

After, did a media gaggle - explained what health car exchange was, said protesters were "uninformed"
if they thought she was ushering in Obamacare; said state doesn't have money to implement now, so
the grant henry applied for will be used; said she and her legal team, health dept, insurance dept,
examined grant for "strings" and are convinced there aren't any or at least none we can't live with.

Overall, don't think there was anything front-page worthy other than "fallin responds to
crticism/protestors"
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: talkers - health care exchange
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 3:19:00 PM

Jared B had some questions about messaging.  I know at the 8:30 am meeting w/speaker PPT and
GMF we’ll go over that but wondered if it was a good idea to give Jared B some talkers in advance?
 
Specifically, he wanted to know how we’re going to answer the “$54 million” question.  Thoughts?
 

·         GMF preferred the original plan, but Senate told us didn’t have votes to pass
·         Worked together b/c we all had the same goal:  stop Obamacare in Oklahoam
·         This agreement addresses any concerns of the Senate while achieving our goal from the

start:  implementing an Okahoma-based exchange so that a DC-exchange wouldn’t be
forced upon us

·         Never said it would cost $54 million, that was the amount of the grant award; always said
would do it as efficiently as possible and return “leftover” funds

·         Moving forward, all in agreement that this compromise will provide competition and choice
and empower small biz & families to purchase quality health care

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Tandy Keenan commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:04:54 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Tandy Keenan commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Tandy wrote: "Thank you for standing up for us against Obamacare. Truly
appreciate your efforts!"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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I. Introduction 

On March 23, 20 I 0, President Barack Obama signed the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (PPACA, or "the Act") into law.' The PPACA creates a complex scheme of 

new government regulations, mandates, subsidies, and agencies in an effort to achieve near-

universal health insurance coverage. Immediately after passage, a majority of state attorneys 

general and numerous business and public interest groups filed suit challenging various portions 

of the new law, most notably the so-called "individual mandate" and Medicaid expansion. This 

litigation wound its way to the U.S. Supreme Court, which produced a divided ruling upholding 

the constitutionality of the mandate but limiting the Medicaid expansion? This decision did not 

end the controversy surrounding the law.3 Additional litigation will certainly follow. 4 

The PPACA's congressional sponsors created incentives for states to implement much of 

the law, and reasonably expected that states would do so.5 States help implement many complex 

1 See Patient Protection and Aftordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 244 (20 I 0). 

2 See Nat' I Fed'n Jndep. Bus. v. Sebelius, 567 U.S._ (2012) (divided Supreme CoUI1 upholds constitutionality of 
individual mandate as a tax but invalidates conditioning of federal Medicaid funds on state acceptance of Medicaid 
expansion). 

3 News reports suggesting Chief John Roberts may have switched his vote after oral argument have only fueled the 
controversy. See Jan CrawfOrd, Roberts Switched Views to Uphold Health Care Law, CBS NEWS, July I, 2012, 
http://www .cbsncws.com/830 I ~3460 162-57 464549/robcrts-switched-views-to-uphold-health-care
law/?pageNum-2&tag-contentMain:contentBody. 

4 See Michael Doyle, It ain't over- more legal challenges Jo heallh care lmr coming, MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS, 
June 29, 20 12, http://www .mcclatchydc.com/20 12/06/29/v-orint/ 154456/it-aint-over-more-legal-clmllenges.html; 
Reuters, Supreme Court Health Care Ruling Just The Beginning Of Obamacare Legal Challenges, MSNBC.COM, 
June 18, 2012, available at: http://leanfOrward.msnbc.msn.com/ news/20 12/06/18/12284836-tbes-plan-next-wave
of-healthcare-lawsuits. 

5 Departments of Labor, Health and Human SeJ1'ices, Educalion, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2011: 
Hearing Before the I I. Comm. on Appropriations, Ill th Cong. 170-171 (March I 0, 20 I 0) (Statement by Kathleen 
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federal programs, from Medicaid to the Clean Air Act. Among other things, the PPACA 

encourages states to create new agencies called health insurance "Exchanges" to execute many 

of the law's key features. !fa state fails to create an Exchange that meets federal standards, the 

Act authorizes the federal government to create a "fallback" Exchange for that state. As an 

inducement to state officials, the Act authorizes tax credits and subsidies tor certain households 

that purchase health insurance through an Exchange, but restricts those entitlements to 

Exchanges created by states. Apparently this was not inducement enough. 

As of August 2012, only 15 states and the District of Columbia had taken affirmative 

steps to create a PPACA-compliant Exchange.6 Dozens of states are either dragging their heels 

or flatly refusing to cooperate with implementation.7 Contrary to initial expectations, a large 

number of states will not create Exchanges before the PPACA's key provisions take effect in 

2014. As Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius commented in February 

Sebclius, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services), available at: 
http://\\~vw.goo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-IIIhhrg58233/pdf7CHRG-IIIhhrg58233.pdf ("We have already had lots of 
positive discussions, and States are very eager to do this. And I think it will very much be a State-based program."); 
Max Baucus, Chairman of Senate Finance Committee, Statement at Health Care Reform Newsmaker Series: Sen. 
Max Baucus, Kaiser Family Foundation, Families USA and the National Federation of Independent Business (May 
21, 2009), at 23, available at: http://www.ktlorg/healthref0rm/upload/052l 09 Baucus newsmakers transcript.pdf 
("States will still be able to make a lot of decisions, perhaps, but there will be significant measures left to states, but 
still in a way where Americans will know, that in whatever state they live, that they're going to get quality, they're 
getting affordable, and access to aHOrdable, quality healthcarc."). 
6 Kaiser Family Foundation, State Health Facts, Stale Action Toward Creating Health Insurance Etchanges (Aug. I, 
2012), http://www.statehealthfacts.org/comparemaptable.jsp'?ind""962&cat=17 (Thirteen states have enacted 
legislation (including DC, MA and UT). Three others, Kentucky, New York and Rhode Island, have established 
exchanges through executive action). PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPER, IMPLICATIONS OF THE US SUPREME COURT 
RULING ON HEALTH CARE 8 (20 12), available at: http://pwchealth.eom/cgi-local/hregister.egi/reg/implicationsMof-
t he-US M Supreme-Court-ruling-on-he a I thcare. pdf. 
7 See J. Lester Feder and Jason Millman, &changes flit Roadblocks in Red States, POLITICO, Apr. 18, 2012, 
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0412/75331.html; Elise Viebeck, Fifteen Governors Reject or Leaning 
Against Expanded 1\fedicaid Program, THE HILL'S HEALTHWATCH, July 3, 2012, 
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatchlhcalthMreform-implcmentation/236033-t1tlcen-govcrnors-rcjcct-or-leaning
against-expanded-mcdicaid-program. 
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2012, the federal government could be responsible for running Exchanges in fifteen to thirty 

states.' Subsequent reports suggest the final number may be even higher.9 

This apparent miscalculation creates a number of problems for implementation of the 

PPACA. The tax credits and subsidies for the purchase of qualifying health insurance plans in 

state-run Exchanges serve as more than just an inducement to states. These entitlements also 

operate as the trigger for enforcement of the Act's "employer mandate." As a consequence, that 

mandate is effectively unenforceable in states that decline to create an Exchange. The tax credits 

fmther play a role in the enforcement of the Act's "individual mandate," such that a state's 

decision not to create an Exchange exempts more than half of its uninsured residents from that 

mandate. 10 Because such a large number of states may decline to create Exchanges oftheir own, 

it may be difficult to implement the law as suppmters had hoped. 

A final internal Revenue Service (IRS) rule issued on May 18, 2012, attempts to fix this 

problem by extending eligibility for tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies to those who purchase 

qualifying insurance plans in federally run Exchanges. 11 The problem is that the PPACA 

precludes the IRS from issuing tax credits in federal Exchanges. The plain text of the Act only 

authorizes premium-assistance tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies for those who purchase 

plans on state-run Exchanges, and the IRS rule's attempt to offer them to other individuals 

8 See J. Lester Feder, Sebelius: £'(chaugefimding request was anticipated, POLITICO PRO, Feb. 14,2012, 
https://www.politicopro.com/gol?id=9220 [subscription only] ("\Ve don't know if we're going to be running an 
exchange for 15 states, or 30 states.'} 
9 See J. Lester Feder and Jason Millman, Few States Set for llealth £\changes, POLITICO, May 21, 2012, 
http://www.politico.com/ncws/stories/0512/76596.html ("Many insurance experts and health policy consultants 
predict only a dozen or so states will be ready to run exchanges on their own ~and a few say that projection may 
be too sunny"). 
10 We are indebted to Richard Urich for alerting us to the relationship between state-established Exchanges and the 
individual mandate's affordability exemption. 
11 Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health insurance Premium Tax Credil, 76 FEDERAL 

REGISTER 50935 (August t 7, 20 II), available at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg!FR-20 11-08-17/pdt/20 I t-
20728.pdf. 
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cannot be legally justified on other grounds. In other words, the IRS is attempting to create two 

entitlements not authorized by Congress, and in the process, to tax employers and individuals 

whom Congress did not authorize the agency to tax. 

It may be somewhat surprising that the PPACA contains such a gaping hole in its 

regulatory scheme. We were both surprised to discover this flaw in the law, and initially 

characterized it as a "glitch." 12 Yet our further research demonstrates this feature of the law was 

intentional and purposetlil, and that the IRS's rule has no basis in law. This supposed fix is 

actually an effort to rewrite the law and provide for something Congress never enacted, and 

indeed that PPACA's authors intentionally chose not to include in the law. 

This article explains the importance of the law's limitation on the availability of tax 

credits for health insurance for implementation of the PPACA and details the case for and 

against the IRS rule. Part II provides a brief overview of the PPACA 's legislative history and 

explains the regulatory structure the Act creates to govern private health insurance markets-

paying particular attention to the instability the law introduces into those markets, the role of tax 

credits and subsidies in mitigating that instability, and the central role of health insurance 

"Exchanges." Part III describes the IRS rule and the agency's justification for it. Part IV shows 

how the IRS rule is contrary to the text, structure, purpose, and history of the PPACA. Part V 

identifies and evaluates other potential legal rationales for the IRS rule and finds them wanting. 

Part VI explains that while an IRS rulemaking expanding the eligibility of tax credits or 

subsidies beyond that authorized by Congress would normally escape judicial review, the 

interactions of the tax credit provisions with the law's employer and individual mandates 

12 See, e.g., Jonathan H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon, Another OhamaCare Glitch, \VALL ST. J., Nov. 16, 2011. 
The authors were first made aware of this aspect of the PPACA by a presentation by attorney Thomas Christina at 
the American Enterprise Institute in December 201 0. See Thomas Christina, What to Look for Beyond the 
Individual Mandate (And //ow to Look for It) (Dec. 6, 2010), available at: 
http://mvw.aci.org/liles/20 I 0/12/06/Christina20 I 0 1206.pdf. 
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provides a basis for Article Ill standing to challenge the IRS rule. In other words, this question is 

likely to be resolved in federal comt. 

II. The PPACA 

What we now call the PPACA is the product of three different bills, two of which 

originated in the Senate and a third which made limited amendments to the final Senate bill at 

the behest of the House of Representatives. In 2009, two Senate committees rep01ted major 

health care legislation. On September 17, the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) 

Committee approved the "Affordable Health Choices Act" (S. 1679). 13 On October 19, the 

Senate Finance Committee approved the "America's Healthy Future Act of2009" (S. 1796). 14 

The two Senate bills shared many features. Before either bill reached the Senate floor, Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid (0-NV) assembled the chairmen of those committees plus 

congressional and White House staff in his office in the U.S. Capitol, where they merged the two 

committee-reported bills into the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 15 

Though Senate Democrats held a 60-seat majority-the minimum necessary to break a 

Republican filibuster-Senator Reid had difficulty collecting yea votes fi·om every member of 

13 U.S Library of Congress: Thomas, Bill SummaJ)' & Status, llllh Congress, S. 1697, Alllnformalion, 2009, 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdguc!Yiz?d Ill :SNO 1679:@@@L&summ2=m&; Affordable Health Choices Act, S. 
1697, !lith Cong. (2009), hllp://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg!BJLLS-lllsl679pcslpdtll31LLS-lllsl679pcs.pdL 

14 U.S Library of Congress: Thomas, Bill SummaJ)' & Status, !Il11 Congress, S. 1796, All information, 2009, 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?dlll :SN01796:@@tlllL&summ2=m&; America's Healthy Future Act of 
2009, S. 1796, Ill'" Cong. (2009), hllp://mvw.gpo.gov/fdsyslpkg/BILLS-lllsl796pcs/pdli'BILLS
lllsl796pcs.pdf. 
15 David M. Herszenhorn and Robert Pear, White House Team Joins Talks on Health Care Bill, N.Y. TIMES, Oct. 14, 
2009, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/I0/15/hcalth/policy/15health.hlml (quoting Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-NV): "This is legislating at its best."). 
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his caucus. 16 Once he had corralled all 60 votes, Senate Democrats broke the Republican 

filibuster. The new Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act cleared the U.S. Senate before 

sunrise on December 24, 2009, without a vote to spare. 17 

Congressional Democrats had intended to have a conference committee merge the 

PPACA with the "Affordable Health Care for America Act" (H.R. 3962) that had passed the 

House of Representatives in November. 18 Had this occurred, the PPACA might look quite 

different than it does today. But in January 2010, Republican Scott Brown won a special 

election to fill the seat vacated by the death of Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA). Brown's victory 

shifted the political terrain. It gave Senate Republicans the 41" vote necessary to filibuster a 

conference report on the House and Senate bills. 

As a result, House and Senate Democrats abandoned a conference committee in favor of 

a novel strategy. House Democrats agreed to pass the PPACA exactly as it had passed the 

Senate, but only upon receiving assurances that after the House amended the PPACA through the 

"budget reconciliation" process, the Senate would immediately approve those amendments. 

Since Senate rules protect reconciliation bills fi·om a filibuster, the PPACA's supporters needed 

only 51 votes to pass the House's "reconciliation" amendments. The downside of this strategy 

was that the rules governing budget reconciliation limited the amendments House Democrats 

16 Brian Montopoli, Tallying the !lea/th Care Bill's Giveaways, CBS NEWS, Dec. 21,2009, 
http:II\\~Vw.cbsnews.coml830 1-503544 162 -6006838-503544.html. 
17 United States Senate, Vote Summmy Ou Passage of the Bill (H.R. 3590 as Amended}, (Dec. 24, 2009) 
http://www.scnate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll call lists/roll call vote ctln.cfm?congress=lll &session= I &vote""0039 
Q. 
18 U.S Libra!)' of Congress: Thomas, Bill Summmy & Status, 11 1th Congress, H.R. 3962, CRS Summmy, (Nov. 7, 
2009), http:llthomas.loc.govlcgi-binfbdquerylz?d Ill :HR03962:@@@D&summ2~ I&; Affordable Health Care tor 
America Act, H.R. 3962, I lith Cong. (2009), http:llwww.goo.govltasyslpkgllllLLS-lllhr3962pcslpdfiBILLS-
ll I hr3962pcs.pdf. 
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could make. 19 Supp01ters opted for an imperfect bill- that is, a bill that did not accomplish all 

they may have set out to do, but for which they had the votes- over no bill at all. 

The Act signed into law by President Obama and the law that the IRS rule purports to 

implement-the PPACA-is thus a hybrid of the two Senate-committee-reported bills, as 

amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of20 I 0 (HCERA).20 This 

history, and the need to resort to the reconciliation process to pass the final law, helps explain 

why the final legislation looks as it does, and why the Act does not conform with the hopes or 

expectations of some of its supporters. 

III. The PPACA's Regulat01-y Stmcture 

The PPACA attempts to achieve near-universal health insurance coverage through an 

interdependent system of government price controls, mandates, and subsidies. In order to 

understand the significance of the IRS rule, it is important to understand the role of health 

insurance exchanges and how exchanges were intended to complement the other reforms enacted 

by the PPACA. 

A. A Three-Legged Stool 

19 John Carney, How Does Reconciliation Work in Congress?, BUSINESS INSIDER, Jan. 17,2010 
http://articles.busincssinsider.com/20 I 0-0 l-17 /news/29990286 I 41st -vote- fi I ibuster-vote-republ ican- t11 ibuster; 
Alan Greenblatt, Senale Faces Slog 0\•er Health Bill Amendmenls, NPR, Mar. 21, 20 I 0, 
http://www .npr .orgltemplatcs!story/story .php?ston'ld= 124993274. 
2° Congress has further amended PPACA through subsequent legislation. Those amendments do not affect the 
matter at hand. 
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Among the central features of the PPACA are new regulatory controls limiting medical 

underwriting by health insurance companies.21 Specifically, the Act requires carriers to charge 

individuals of a given age the same premium, regardless of their health status.22 This type of 

government price control, known as "community rating," reduces premiums for those with pre-

existing conditions but increases premiums for low-risk households, and thereby encourages 

healthy households to wait until they fall ill to purchase health insurance?3 Such price controls 

can produce a vicious cycle of adverse selection: the influx of high-risk consumers and exodus of 

low-risk consumers cause premiums to rise, which leads additional low-risk customers to drop 

coverage, leading to further price increases, and so on?4 In other contexts, community-rating 

price controls have caused comprehensive health insurance plans and even entire carriers to exit 

cettain health insurance markets, 25 often to the point of market collapse. 26 

21 Mark A. Hall~ 1l1e Factual Bases for Constitutional Challenges to the Constitutionality of Federal !-lea/Jh 
Insurance Reform~ 38 N. KY. L. REV. 457~ 464 (2011) ("prohibiting medical underwriting" is among the PPACA's 
"core provisions''). 

22 The Act prohibits carriers from adjusting premiums for any reason other than age (allowable variation: a 3 to I 
ratio tOr adults only); fhmily size (two categories: individual or family); smoking status (carriers may charge 
smokers up to 50 percent more than nonsmokers); or by geographic "rating areas." Carriers may not adjust 
premiums according to an applicant's health status or sex. Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act~ Pub. L. No. 
I I 1-148, Section 1201, 124 Stat. 155 (2010). 
23 The Act's "guaranteed issue" provisions also require carriers to offer health insurance to all applicants, regardless 
of health status. 
24 Thomas C. Buchmueller, Consumer Demand for lfeallh Insurance, NBER REPORTER (2006), available at: 
http://www.nber.org/repmter/summcr06/buchmueller.html. (Discussing health insurance exchanges at Harvard 
University and the University of California system; "One factor contributing to adverse selection in the UC and 
llarvard cases is that, in each system, premium contributions faced by employees and premium payments to plans 
were 'community rated'- that is, they did not vary with the risk characteristics of those being insured. As discussed 
earlier, one result is thus that the most generous plan faced an adverse selection death spiral.") 

25 Thomas C. Buchmueller, Comumer Demand for Health Insurance, NBER REPORTER (Summer 2006), available 
at: http://www.nber.org/reporter/summer06/buchmueller.html. 
26 Brieftbr Texas Public Policy Foundation, et al. as Amici Curiae Supporting Petitioners, Nat'! Fed. oflndcp. 
Business v. Sebelius, 567 U.S_ (2012) Nos. I 1-393 & 11-400, ("Before Congress took up health care reform in 
2009, a handful of states had experimented with major health insurance reforms including guaranteed issue and 
some form of community rating compression, focused on the individual insurance market. These reform effOrts 
generally had disastrous effects: States experienced adverse selection spirals, with increased numbers of uninsured, 
large premium increases, and insurers exiting the individual market." (internal citations omtittcd)). U.S. SENATE, 
COMM. ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS, RANKING MEMBER REPORT: HEALTH CARE REFORM LAW'S 
IMPACT ON CHILD-ONLY HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES (Aug. 2, 201 I), http://help.senatc.gov/imo/mcdiaidoc/Child-
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To combat the instability introduced by its community-rating price controls, the Act 

imposes an "individual mandate" that requires nearly all Americans to purchase a health 

insurance policy covering a minimum package of"essential" coverage.27 Failure to comply may 

result in a penalty paid to the IRS. 28 In addition, the Act imposes an "employer mandate" that 

requires employers to offer "essential" and "affordable" health benefits to all ti1ll-time 

employees and their dependents?9 Failure may result in penalties against the employer.30 The 

combined effect of the PPACA's price controls and individual mandate is that health-insurance 

premiums could increase by as much as I 00 percent or more for some young and healthy 

households. 31 

Given the burden those higher premiums will impose on low-income households, the Act 

offers refundable "premium assistance" tax credits to households with incomes between 100 and 

0nly%20Hcalth%20Insurance%20Report%20Aug%202.%2020 ll.pdf; CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
SERVICES, OFFICE OF THE ACTUARY, ESTIMATED FINANCIAL EFFECTS OF THE "PATIENT PROTECTION AND 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT," AS AMENDED 14 (Apr. 22, 2010), https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and
Systems/Rescarch/ Actuaria!Studies/downloads/PPACA 20 I 0-04-22.pdf ("Although Title VIII includes modest 
work requirements in lieu of underwriting and specifies that the program is to be ·'actuarially sound" and based on 
''an actuarial analysis of the 75-year costs of the program that ensures solvency throughout such 75-year period," 
there is a very serious risk that the problem of adverse selection will make the CLASS program unsustainable.'} 

27 See Nat'! Fed'n lndep. Bus. v. Scbelius, 567 U.S._ (2012). 
28 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Section 150 I, 124 Stat. 244 (20 I 0). According 
to the Supreme Court, this penalty is, in actuality, a "tax." See Nat'/ Fed'nlndep. Bus., 567 U.S. at~· 

29 /d. § 1513 revised by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010 (Defining an "applicable large 
employer" as one "who employed an average of at least 50 full-time employees on business days during the 
preceding calendar year."). 

30 ld 

31 JONATHAN GRUBER ET AL., THE IMPACT OF THE ACA ON WISCONSIN'S HEAL Til INSURANCE MARKET (July I 8, 
2011). ("Prior to tax subsidies, 41% of the market will receive a premium increase that is higher than 50% .. .54% of 
the members receiving greater than a 50% premium increase are age 29 or under.); Email Correspondence from 
Dennis Smith, Wisconsin Secretary of Health Services, (Jan. 13, 2012) (Citing supplemental findings from Gruber et 
al.: "Another way to look at the data is to just look at the I% of single policies that see the highest increases after 
accounting tOr the tax subsidy. In this case these 'top' I% see an average increase of 126%. ''); JEREMY D. PALMER, 
JILL S. HERBOLD, AND PAUL R. JJOUCHENS, MILLIMAN CLIENT REPORT: ASSIST WITH THE FIRST YEAR OF PLANNING 
FOR DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A FEDERALLY MANDATED At-.·fERICAN HEALTH BENEFITS EXCHANGE IN THE 
INDIVIDUAL MARKET 7 (2011), available at: http://www.ohioexchange.ohio.gov/Documents/MillimanRcport.pdf~ 
(''In the individual market, a healthy young male (with benefit coverage at the market average actuarial value pre 
and post-ACA) may experience a rate increase of between 90% and 130%."). 
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400 percent of the federal povetiy level.32 The Act further offers "cost-sharing subsidies" that 

enable households between I 00 and 250 percent of poverty to obtain, at no additional cost to 

themselves, more than the mandatory minimum level of coverage.33 This premium assistance is 

only available for the purchase of insurance in health care exchanges, however. 34 

These features of the PPACA's regulatory scheme are interdependent. An apt metaphor is 

that of a three-legged stool: removing any of the three above-mentioned "legs"-the price 

controls, the individual mandate, or the tax credits and subsidies--could cause the structure to 

collapse. Remove the price controls, and premiums for high-risk households would increase 

dramatically; those households would have a more difficult time complying with the individual 

mandate. Remove either the individual mandate or the tax credits, and the Act's price controls 

would fmther threaten the viability of health insurance markets by pushing low-income/low-risk 

households to exit the market. 

B. Exchanges, Tax Credits & the Employer Mandate 

Health insurance exchanges ("Exchanges" hereafter) play an essential role in PPACA's 

regulatory scheme. As the Depmtment of Health and Human Services explains, "Exchanges are 

integral to the Affordable Care Act's goals of prohibiting discrimination against people with pre-

32 Patient Protection and Aftordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1401, 124 Stat. 119, 213-214 (201 0) 
Revised by Sec. JOOJ(a)( J)(A) ofthe Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act (IICERA). 

33 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1402, 124 Stat. 119, 221-222 (20 I 0) 
Revised by Sec. IOOJ(a)(2) ofHCERA. 

34 See infra 
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existing conditions and insuring all Americans."35 Specifically, Exchanges are government 

agencies that oversee the buying and selling of health insurance within a state,36 monitor carriers' 

compliance with the Act's health-insurance price controls, implement measures to mitigate the 

perverse incentives created by the Act's price controls;37 report to the IRS on whether individuals 

are complying with the individualmandate;38 and distribute hundreds of billions of dollars in 

government subsidies to private health insurance companies.39 

Like the individual and employer mandates, Exchanges help to limit how much of the 

cost of the Act's insurance expansion appears in the federal budget. By requiring households to 

give money directly to insurance companies, the individual mandate keeps those transactions off 

35 CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES, CENTER FOR CONSUMER INFORMATION AND INSURANCE 
OVERSIGHT, GENERAL GUIDANCE ON FEDERALLY-FACILITATED EXCHANGES 3 (May 16, 20 12), 
http://cciio.cms.gov/rcsources/files/FFE Guidance FINAL VERSION 051612.pdf. 

36 See Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. II I -148, Sec. 13ll(d), 124 Stat. I 19, 173 (2010) 
(defining an Exchange as "a governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a State."). 

37 Timothy S. Jost, Implementing Health Reform: A Final Rule On Health Insurance Erchanges, HEALTH AFFAIRS 
BLOG, Mar. 13, 2012, http://healthallairs.org/blog/20 I2/03/l3/implementing-health-reform-a-final-rule-on-health
insurance-exchanges/. In this essay, Jost explains that state-run Exchanges 

/d. 

must ensure that [qualified health plan] service areas cover at least a county except under exceptional 
circumstances to discourage redlining. The final rule QHP standards require QHPs to meet network 
adequacy standards. Specifically, plans must maintain 'a network that is sufficient in number and types of 
provides, including providers that specialize in mental health and substance abuse services, to assure that 
all services will be accessible without unreasonable delay' and include essential community providers. 
QHPs ... cannot employ marketing practices or benefit designs that will discourage enrollment of 
individuals with signi licant health needs. 

38 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. lll-148, Sec. I3l I, I24 Stat. I 19, I77 (20IO). 

39 Ewcutive Business Alee ling to Consider an Original Bill Providing/or ffealth Care Reform: Hearing before the 
S. Comm. on Finance, I lith Cong. (2009) (Testimony of Tom Barthold, ChiefofStaffofthe Joint Committee on 
Taxation) ("in terms of the direct payment, the mark would direct the payments go directly to the insurance 
provider"); see also id (Testimony of Douglas W. Elmendorf: Director, Congressional Budget Office): 

On a preliminary basis, CBO and JCT estimate that the proposal's specifications affecting health insurance 
coverage would result in a net increase in tCderal deticits of$518 billion over fiscal years 2010 through 
2019. That estimate primarily reflects $345 billion in additional federal outlays lor Medicaid and CHIP and 
$461 billion in federal subsidies that would be provided to purchase coverage through the new insurance 
exchanges and related spending. 
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the government's books.40 Likewise, the employer mandate requires employers to purchase 

coverage for their workers, thereby removing those transactions from the federal budget and 

even household budgets.41 In this way, the PPACA achieves its redistributionist goals off-budget. 

Similarly, Exchanges reduce the Act's impact on the federal budget by limiting eligibility 

for tax credits and subsidies. Allowing all households within the relevant income ranges to claim 

these entitlements would dramatically increase the federal deficit and significantly disrupt 

existing employer-sponsored insmance arrangements. The PPACA's authors therefore offered 

these entitlements only to certain households that purchase a qualified health plan through an 

Exchange. In addition to household-income criteria, individuals are eligible for tax credits only if 

they are not Medicaid-eligible and do not receive an offer of"essential" and "affordable" self-

only health coverage fi·om an employer.42 

40 See Michael F. Cannon, l11e $1.5 Trillion Fraud, NATIONAL REVIEW (ONLINE), Nov. 6, 2009, 
http://www .cato.org/publications/commentary/$15-trillion-fraud. ("President Clinton's ill-fated health plan had an 
individual mandate, too. Back in 1994, the CBO decided that since 'the mandatOJ)' premiums ... would constitute 
an exercise of sovereign power,' the agency would treat all premiums as federal revenues, including them in the 
federal budget. That revealed to Jhc public the full cost of Clinton's health plan. Clinton's secretary of health and 
human services, Donna Shalala, called the CBO's decision 'devastating.' Journalist Ezra Klein writes that it 'helped 
kill the bill."'). See also Michael F. Cannon, Bland CBO Memo, or Smoking Gun? CATO@LIBERTY, Dec. 16, 2009, 
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/bland-cbo-memo-or-smoking-gun/ (explaining how the PPACA's authors carefully 
avoided having the CBO include the mandatory premiums in federal budgets). 
41 The money employers use to purchase employee health benefits comes out of employees' cash compensation 
rather than profits. See JONATHAN GRUBER, Health Insurance and the Labor /v!arkel, JOSEPH NEWHOUSE AND 
ANTHONY CULVER, EDS., THE HANDBOOK OF HEALTH ECONOMICS. AMSTERDAM: NOR Til HOLLAND, P. 645-706. 
42 The PPACA defines "essential'' as coverage that satisfies the Act's individual mandate, and defines "aftOrdablc'' 
as when the explicit (i.e., employee-paid) portion of the premium is less than 9.5 percent of household income. 
Patient Protection and Aftordablc Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1401, 124 Stat.119, 216-217 (2010) Revised 
by Sec. IOOI(a)(2)(A) ofHCERA. According to the IRS: 

Consistent with these statutory provisions, the proposed regulations provide that an employer-sponsored 
plan also is affordable for a related individual for purposes of section 36B if the employee's required 
contribution for self-only coverage under the plan does not exceed 9.5 percent of the applicable taxpayer's 
household income tbr the taxable year, even if the employee's required contribution for the family 
coverage does exceed 9.5 percent of the applicable taxpayer's household income for the year. 

Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit, 76 FEDERAL 
REGISTER 50935 (Aug. 17, 20 II), available at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg!FR-20 I 1-08-17/pdf/20 11-20728.pdL 
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Offering tax credits and subsidies within health insurance Exchanges, however, creates 

an incentive for employers to drop their health benefits so that their workers can gain access to 

them. If employers did so in large numbers, the PPACA's budgetary footprint would grow.<3 The 

employer mandate attempts to prevent such employer "dumping." It penalizes employers with 

more than 50 workers if they fail to offer a minimum package of"essential" and "affordable" 

health benefits to all employees. By compelling employers to offer health benefits, and thereby 

restricting access to the Exchanges, the employer mandate reduces the federal budgetary impact 

of the Act's insurance expansion and reduces disruption to existing insurance arrangements.44 

Exchanges, in turn, play an essential role in enforcing the employer mandate. Before the 

IRS may levy a penalty against an employer, (I) the employer must fail to offer "minimum 

essential coverage" to all full-time employees and their dependents, and (2) one of the 

employer's full-time employees must enroll in a qualified health plan through an Exchange "to 

which an applicable premium tax credit or cost-sharing reduction is allowed or paid with respect 

to the employee."45 If an employer fails to offer "essential" health coverage, the Act fines the 

43 This would also further undermine the claim made by the PPACA 's proponents that it would not cause people to 
lose their existing health insurance. See e.g., Barack Obama promises you can keep your health insurance, bill 
there's no guarantee, POLITIFACT, Aug. II, 2009, http://www.politif.1ct.com/truth~o~ 
meter/stat em en ts/2 009/ aug/! I /barack ~obamalbarack ·o bam a~ prom i ses· you ~can-keep~ your -hea I th-i nsf ( Quoti ng 
President Barack Obama: "If you like your health care plan, you can keep your health care plan.") 

44 Some analysts predict worker exodus and employer dumping will occur despite the PPACA's attempts to prevent 
it. DOUGLAS HOLTZ-EAKIN & CAMERON SMITH, LABOR MARKETS AND HEALTH CARE REFORM: NEW RESULTS 
(May 2010), available at: http://americanactiontorum.org/filcs/LaborMktsHCRAAF5-27-IO.rd[ But see LINDA 
l3LUMBERG ET AL., "WHY EMPLOYERS WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE HEALTH INSURANCE: THE IMPACT OF THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (20 II), available at: http://mvw.urban.org/UploadcdPDF/412428·The-lmpact·oHhe
Affordablc·Care-Act.pdf; see also CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, UPDATED ESTIMATES FOR THE INSURANCE 
COVERAGE PROVISIONS OF THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (20 12), m•ailab/e at: 
http://cbo.gov/sites/default/filcs/cbot11cs/attachments/03-l3·Coveragc%20Estimatcs.pdt; CONGRESSIONAl, BUDGET 
OFFICE, CBO AND JCT's ESTIMATES OF THE EFFECTS OF THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
OBTAINING EMPLOYMENT-BASED HEALTH INSURANCE (20 12), m>ailable at: 
http://cbo.gov/sitcs/dctaultlliles/cbofiles/attachmcnts/03- 15-ACA and Insurance 2.pdf. 

45 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. Ill· 148, Sec. 1513, 124 Stat. 119, 253 (2010). This 
language was clearly intended to cover a circumstance where the subsidy was allowed but not paid. It obviously 
does not create a situation where a subsidy could be paid even if it is not allowed. 
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employer $2,000 for every full-time employee who receives or is eligible for a tax credit through 

an Exchange (after exempting the first 30 employees). If an employer offers coverage that is 

"essential" but not "affordable," the Act fines the employer either $3,000 for each employee who 

receives or is eligible for a tax credit through an Exchange, or the penalty for not offering 

"essential" coverage, whichever is less.46 Employer groups have expressed concern about both 

the size and the unpredictability of these penalties.47 

C. Tax Credits & the Individual Mandate 

Exchanges also play a key role in the enforcement of the individual mandate. Subject to 

ce1tain exemptions, the PPACA requires all U.S. residents to obtain a minimum level of health 

insurance coverage OI' pay a tax penalty.48 When fully phased-in by 2016, penalties will be either 

a flat fee of$695 (singles) to $2,085 (families of four or more) or 2.5 percent of income in 

excess of the income-tax filing threshold, whichever is greater, up to a limit of the nationwide 

average premium of all "bronze" level health plans available to the taxpayer's age and household 

46 Patient Protcclion and Afiordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1513, 124 Stat. 119, 253-256 amended by 
HCERA (adds Sec. 4980H to the Internal Revenue Code). 

47 Februmy Outlook: Business and Heallh Reform, COBANK, http://www.cobank.com/Newsroom
Financials/Col3ank-News-Feed/Fcbruary-Outlook.aspx. (Last visited July 10, 20 12) (Quoting Robert Graboyes, 
Senior Fellow fOr Health and Economics at the National Federation of Independent Business Research Foundation): 

What makes it very difticult for businesses is that the penalties involve so much that is outside of their 
control or even outside of their view. Let's say you're married with two children and you and your wife 
together earn $100,000. Now your wife's income drops a bit, and you're below $89,000. Your employer 
and your wife's employer will both be slammed with a fine. l have jokingly referred to this as the 
'employee's spouse's uncle tax,' because it is literally true that an employer could be fined because one if 
its employees has a spouse who has an elderly uncle who moves into their spare bedroom, thereby 
increasing family size. 

48 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1501, 124 Stat. 119,242-250 amended by 
HCERA (adds Sec. 5000A to the Internal Revenue Code). 
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size.49 One estimate posits the national average premium for bronze plans will be $7,779 for a 

single 55 year old and $18,085 for a family of four with a 55 year old head of household.50 

The Act exempts taxpayers from that penalty if their "required contribution" to the cost 

of health insurance exceeds 8 percent of household income. 51 In the case of a household that 

does not have an offer of"essential" and "affordable" coverage from an employer, the "required 

contribution" is the difference between the premium for the lowest-cost plan available to the 

household through an Exchange, and any premium-assistance tax credit for which the household 

is eligible. 52 Many households that would otherwise be exempt from the mandate will therefore 

be penalized because their eligibility for tax credits will bring their "required contribution" 

below 8 percent of household income. 

D. Tax Credits & State-Run Exchanges 

The PPACA's authors envisioned that each state would have its own health insurance 

Exchange, operated by state officials. As President Obama explained shortly after signing the 

PPACA, "by 2014, each state will set up what we're calling a health insurance exchange."53 The 

49 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, I.R.C § 5000A(b) and (c), 124 Stat. 119,244-
246 (amended by PPACA Sec. 10106 (b), 124 Stat. 119, 909-910). 
50 Letter from Douglas W. Elmendorf~ Director, Congressional Budget Office, to John Boehner, Speaker of the 
House, Direct Spending and Revenue Effects ofl-I.R. 6079, the Repeal ofObamacare Act, as Passed by the House 
ofRepresentatives on July II, 2012 (July 24, 20 12), p. II, ami/able at: 
http://mvw.cbo.gov/sitesidefaultitilesicbofllesiattachments/434 71-hr6079 .pdf. 

" Patient Protection and Atlordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, I.R.C § 5000A(e)( I )(A), 124 Stat. 119, 246-247 
(2010). 
52 Patient Protection and Atlordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. lll-148, I.R.C § 5000A(e)(I)(B)(ii), 124 Stat. 119,247 
(2010). 
53 Barack Obama, U.S President, Remarks on Health Insurance Reform in Portland, Maine (April l, 2010), available 
a 1: http://www. whit ehou sc. go v /the-press-o ftice/remar ks-prcs i dent-he a I th-i nsu rance-re form -pot11and-maine. _See 
also, Nat'! Fed'nlndep. Bus. v. Sebelius, 567 U.S. at_ (2012) (Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, and AI ito, JJ. dissenting) 
("The ACA requires each State to establish a health insurance 'exchange."'). 
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PPACA does not force states to create Exchanges, however. Though the Act declares that each 

state "shall" create an Exchange and lays out rules for state-run Exchanges, 54 it does not and 

could not mandate that states establish one. 55 A direct command that state governments assist in 

the implementation of a federal regulatory scheme would constitute unconstitutional 

commandeering.56 lfCongress believes state cooperation is necessary to facilitate the 

implementation of a federal program, it must create incentives for state action. The Supreme 

Comt has explained there are "a variety of methods, shott of outright coercion, by which 

Congress may urge a State to adopt a legislative program consistent with federal interests."57 

Among other things, the federal government may offer states financial assistance or threaten to 

implement the program directly if the state refuses to go along. The use of such incentives to 

induce state cooperation is often referred to as "cooperative federalism" 58 and is quite common. 

In the PPACA, Congress used such "cooperative" measures to encourage state creation of health 

insurance exchanges. 

Though the Act provides that states "shall" create their own exchanges, it actually gives 

states a choice. Section 1311 declares, "Each State shall, not later than January I, 2014, 

"Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1311, 124 Stat. 119, 173 (2010) ("Each 
state shall, no later than January I, 2014, establish an American Health Benefit Exchange (referred to in this title as 
an 'Exchange') for the State ... "). 
55 See Jonathan H. Adler, Cooperation, Commandeering or Crowding Out? Federal Intervention and State Choices 
in Health Care Policy, 20KAN. J.L. & PUB. Pot.'Y 199 (2011); see also Michael F. Cannon, Will States Lose 
Aledicaid Funds If They Fail to Create an ObamaCare '£,·change'?" CATO@LIBERTY, Feb. 6, 2012, 
http://www. ca to-at -I ibert y .org/wi 11-sta tcs-1 osc-medicaid-funds-i f-they- fa i 1-to-crcatc-an-o bamaca re
%E2%80%98exchange%E2%80%99/. 
56 See Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898,925 (1997) ("the Federal Government may not compel the states to 
implement, by legislation or executive action, federal regulatory programs."); New York v. United States, 505 U.S. 
144 (1992). 

57 New York, 505 U.S. at 167. 
53 !d. ("where Congress has the authority to regulate private activity under the Commerce Clause, we have 
recognized Congress' power to offCr States the choice of regulating that activity according to fCderal standards or 
having state law pre~empted by federal regulation ... This arrangement ... has been termed ''a program of 
cooperative federalism."). 
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establish an American Health Benefit Exchange (referred to in this title as an 'Exchange')" and 

lays out rules for state-run Exchanges. 59 Among the "requirements" for purposes of Section 

131 I, an Exchange must be "a governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a 

State."60 Section 1304(d) clarifies the meaning of"a state": "In this title, the term 'State' means 

each of the 50 States and the District ofColumbia."61 

If a state fails to create an Exchange under Section 1311, the Act authorizes the federal 

Department of Health and Human Services to create an Exchange for that state.62 Specifically, 

Section 1321 requires the HHS Secretary to "establish and operate" an Exchange within any state 

that either fails to create an exchange or fails to implement the PPACA 's health insurance 

regulations to the Secretary's satisfaction. Section 1321 thus requires a federal "fallback" for 

states that do not create exchanges of their own. 

In order to make health insurance plans offered on state Exchanges more affordable for 

consumers, the PPACA provides tax credits for the purchase of qualifying health insurance plans 

on such Exchanges. Specifically, Section 1401 adds a new Section 36B to the Internal Revenue 

Code that authorizes refundable "premium assistance tax credits" for the purchase of qualifying 

health insurance plans in exchanges established by states under Section 1311.63 These are 

"refundable" tax credits, meaning that in many cases the credit does not just reduce tax liability 

but also results in government payouts-initially to taxpayers, but ultimately to private insurance 

59 Patient Protection and Aftbrdab1e Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1311, 124 Stat. 119, 173 (20 I 0). 

60 /d. § 1311 ( d)(l) ( "An Exchange shall be a governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a 
State."). 
61 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. 1 .. No. 111-148, Sec. 1304 (d), 124 Stat. 119, 172 (2010). But 
note that Section 1323 provides: "A territory that elects ... to establish an Exchange in accordance with part II of this 
subtitle and establishes such an Exchange in accordance with such part shall be treated as a State for purposes of 
such part[.]" Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. No. 111-152, Sec. 1204, 124 Stat. 1029, I 055-
1056 (20 I 0). 

62 /d., § 1321. 
63 /d., §1401. 
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companies.64 Section 1402 also authorizes "cost-sharing" subsidies for the purchase of health 

insurance plans on exchanges designed to help lower-income households obtain more 

comprehensive coverage through the state-run exchanges.65 Section 1402 makes these cost-

sharing subsidies, which are direct federal payouts to private health insurance companies, 

available only where tax credits are available-i.e., through state-run exchanges.66 

III. The IRS Rule 

On August 17, 20 II, the IRS proposed a regulation to implement Section 36B that would 

offer premium assistance tax credits through federal Exchanges. As proposed by the IRS, the rule 

provided that: 

a taxpayer is eligible for the credit for a taxable year if ... the taxpayer or a member of the 
taxpayer's family (I) is enrolled in one or more qualified health plans through an 
Exchange established under section 1311 or 1321 of the Affordable Care Act ... 67 

Ifthe tax credits authorized by Section 140 I are to be available without regard to whether an 

insurance plan is purchased through a state-run (Section 1311) or federal Exchange (Section 

1321), the same will be true for cost-sharing subsidies, which Section 1402 makes available 

wherever tax credits are available. Since the receipt of tax credits or cost-sharing subsidies by 

workers triggers tax penalties against employers, another result of the rule is that it taxes 

6-1 Nonrefundable credits only reduce a taxpayer's tax liability. For example, if a taxpayer has a $5,000 tax liability 
and is eligible for a $6,000 non-refundable credit, it will wipe out her tax liability but she will receive only $5,000 of 
benefit rather than the full $6,000 fOr which she was eligible. If the credit is refundable, however, she receives the 
full $6,000 benefit: the credit wipes out her $5,000 tax liability and the IRS issues her a $1,000 payment. 
65 Patient Protection and Aftordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1402, 124 Stat. 119,221 (2010). 
66 ld. ("No cost-sharing reduction shall be allo\ved under this scction ... unless ... a credit is allowed to the insured (or 
an applicable taxpayer on behalf of the insured) under section 3613 of such Code"). 
67 Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit, 76 FEDERAL 
REGISTER 50934 (August 17, 2011) (emphasis added), available at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsyslpkg!FR-2011-08-
17/pdf/2011-20728.pdf. 
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employers who otherwise would be exempt from PPACA's employer mandate-i.e., employers 

in states that decline to create an Exchange. And since the availability of tax credits will reduce 

the "required contributions" of many taxpayers from above 8 percent of household income to 

below that threshold, another result is that the rule taxes many individuals who would otherwise 

be exempt from the individual mandate-again, individuals in states that decline to create an 

Exchange. 

The proposed rule did not identify any specific statutory authority for the extension of tax 

credits and cost-sharing subsidies, or the imposition of the individual and employer mandates on 

exempt persons, through federal Exchanges. This is understandable, as the plain text of the 

PPACA does not authorize these actions in federal Exchanges. The rule thus amends the tax code 

by offering tax credits not authorized by the statute, and by taxing individuals and employers 

whom the statute does not authorize the IRS to tax. 

Indeed, tax reduction is only a minor part of the rule's impact. On balance, it is a large 

tax increase. Since the tax credits are "refundable" (i.e., individuals with no tax liability receive a 

cash payout fi·om the IRS) and the cost-sharing subsidies are federal payments that flow directly 

to private health insurance companies, the rule also appropriates federal dollars without statutory 

authority. Those expenditures completely swamp any tax reduction. Official projections show 78 

percent of the budgetary impact of the tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies is new spending, 

with tax reduction accounting for just 22 percent.68 Net of revenue from the employer-mandate 

penalties that those tax credits will trigger, new spending accounts for roughly 90 percent of the 

68 Letter from Douglas W. Elmendorf, Director, Congressional Budget Office, to John Boehner, Speaker of the 
House, Direct Spending and Revenue Effects ofH.R. 6079, the Repeal ofObamacare Act, as Passed by the House 
of Representatives on July t I, 2012 (July 24, 20 12), available at: 
http://www .cbo.gov/sites/de fault/files/cbofilcs/attachmcnts/434 71 -hr6079 .pdf and authors' calculations. 
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rule's budgetary impact, and tax reduction just I 0 percent.69 Since every dollar of government 

spending must eventually be paid for through taxes, the cost of this new spending will be borne 

by taxpayers. Roughly speaking, for every $2 of tax reduction, the rule triggers $1 in immediate 

tax increases and $8 dollars of new deficit spending, the costs of which will be inevitably borne 

by taxpayers. 

The actual cost of the rule cannot be known with certainty, as it depends on how many 

and which states ultimately decline to create an Exchange and decline to implement the law's 

Medicaid expansion. But its cost is certainly larger than a routine IRS rule. 70 At a minimum, the 

governors ofFlorida,71 New Hampshire/2 Louisiana,73 Wisconsin/4 South Carolina/5 Texas,76 

69 Letter from Douglas \V. Elmendorf, Director, Congressional Budget Ofllce, to John Boehner, Speaker of the 
House, Direct Spending and Revenue EtTects ofH.R. 6079, the Repeal ofObamacare Act, as Passed by the House 
of Representatives on July II, 2012 (July 24, 20 12), available at: 
http://www .cbo.gov/sites/defhult/files/cbofiles/attachmcnts/434 71-hr6079 .pdf and authors' calculations. 
7° Curiously, the IRS concluded that the rule would not have a significant economic effect. See Department of the 
Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit, 77 FEDERAL REGISTER 30378 (May 23, 
20 12), available at: http://mvw.gpo.gov/lasys/pkg!FR-20 12-05-23/pdf/20 12-1242l.pdf ("It has beeu determined 
that this Treasury decision is not a signiticant regulatory action as defined in Executive Order 12866, as 
supplemented by Executive Order 13563. Therefore, a regulatory assessment is not required"). Yet by authorizing 
tax credits in as many as 15 to 30 states without state-run exchanges, the rule clearly exceeds the statutory threshold 
fbr significant rules. The rule would seem to qualify as a "significant regulatory action" under EO 12866 and a 
"major rule" under the Congressional Review Act. See Executive Order 12,866 {defining a "significant regulatory 
action" as a regulation expected to have an annual efTect on the economy of$100 million or more); 5 U.S.C. § 804 
(2) (defining major rule as a regulation any rule with an anticipated annual cost or economic effect of$100 million 
or more). 
71 Scotl: We Won 'I Comply With Medicaid £-.:pansion, CBS MIAMI, June 30, 2012, 
http:/ /miami .cbslocal.com/20 J 2/06/30/scott -we-wont-comply-with-medicaid-expansion/ (Quoting a spokesman tbr 
Gov. Rick Scott (R): "Florida is not going to implement Obamacare. We are not going to expand Medicaid and 
we're not going to implement exchanges."). 
72 Matthew Spolar, Lynch Signs Bill Prohibiting State Health £\·change, CONCORD MONITOR, June 22, 2012, 
http:/ 1\ vww .concord monitor. com/ art i cle/3 3 7 54 0/1 y nch -s i gns-bi 11-proh ib it in g -state-he a I th
exchange'/SESSclitd2452e208c288985b42a449cd73d8-googlc. 
73 Reid Epstein, GOP Governors Aim for Health Showdown, POLITICO, June 29,2012, 
http://w\vw.politico.com/news/stories/0612/78024.html ("Here in Louisiana, look, we refused to set up the 
exchange. We're not going to start implementing Obamacare," Jindal said. "\Ve have not applied tOr the grants, we 
have not accepted many of these dollars. we are not implementing the exchanges, we don't think it makes any sense 
to implement Obamacare in Louisiana."). 

74 Governors React Nationwide 10 High Court Ruling, STATELINE, June 28,2012, 
http://www. pews tates.orglpro icc t sf state I i ne/headl i nes/ governors-react-nationwide-to-high-court-health-ruling-
85899402014. (Governor Scott Walker (R): "\Visconsin will not take any action to implement ObamaCare. I am 
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and Kansas77 have announced their states will not establish Exchanges. Estimates by the Urban 

Institute suggest that had this rule been in effect in 20 II, it would have cost more than $2 billion 

in Florida alone.78 At the other unlikely extreme, if no state created an Exchange, Congressional 

Budget Office estimates suggest the rule could cost the federal government $1 trillion or more 

over the next decade, offset by no more than $172 billion or more collected fi·om penalties under 

the individual and employer mandates.79 In this scenario, the rule would increase federal deficits 

by an estimated $828 billion. 

hopeful that political changes in \Vashington D.C. later this year ultimately end the implementation of this law at the 
federal level."). 
75 Rocky Dohmen, Haley Announces 'Obamacare' Stance on Face book, DIGITEL MYRTLE BEACH , July 2, 2012, 
http://myrtlebcach.thedigitel.com/politics!haley~announccs~obamacare-stance-facebook-36696-0702. (''South 
Carolina will NOT expand Medicaid, or pa1iicipate in any health exchanges. \Ve will not support Pres. Obama's tax 
increase or job killing agenda. I WILL do everything I can to get Mitt Romney elected and work to strengthen our 
Senate so that we can repeal this unAmerican policy aimed at moving our country in the wrong direction."). 

76 Letter li"om Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) to U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebclius, July 9, 
2012, http://governor.state.tx.usltiles/press-oftice/O-SebeliusKathleen20 1207090024.pdf. ("I oppose both the 
expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and the creation of a so-called 
'state' insurance exchange, because both represent brazen intrusions into the sovereignty of our state."). 

77 AP: Brownback, insurance chief at odds on health care, GARDEN CITY TELEGRAM, June 29, 2012, 
http://www.gctelegram.com/news/AP-KS-HealthCare-06-29-12. ("Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback said Thursday he 
wants to wait until atler the presidential election to comply with a key provision of the federal health care overhaul 
upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court, but the state1s Republican insurance commissioner objected."). 

7s MATTHEW BUETfGENS, JOHN HOLAHAN AND CAITLIN CARROLL, HEALTH REFORM ACROSS THE Sr ATES: 

INCREASED INSURANCE COVERAGE AND FEDERAL SPENDING ON THE EXCHANGES AND MEDICAID 17 (20 II), 
available at: http:/ /mvw.urban.org/UploadedPDF /4123 I 0-Health-Reform-Across-the-States.pdf. 
79 In 1\,farch 2012, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that ''Exchange Subsidies and Related Spending" 
would cost the tCderal government $808 billion in new expenditures and forgone revenues from 2012 through 2022, 
offset by $113 billion in employer-mandate penalties and $54 billion in individual-mandate penalties. 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OHICE, UPDATED ESTIMATES FOR TilE INSURANCE COVERAGE PROVISIONS OF THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (20 12), available at: http://cbo.gov/sites/def.1ultlfiles/cbotiles/attachmcntsi03-13-
Coverage%20Estimates.pdf. Those projections, which assumed the availability of tax credits in all states, provided 
an upper-bound estimate of the cost of the IRS rule (i.e., in the unlikely scenario that zero states established an 
Exchange), which we cited in a previous draft of this paper. 

The potential cost of the IRS rule subsequently rose as a result of the Supreme Court's June 2012 ruling 
that Congress cannot deny existing federal Medicaid grants to states that refuse to implement the PPACA 's 
rviedicaid expansion, and states' responses to that ruling. If a state opts not to implement the Medicaid expansion. 
more of its population {specifically, individuals between I 00-138 percent of the !Cderal poverty level without an 
offer of insurance from an employer) becomes eligible for premium-assistance tax credits and cost-sharing 
subsidies. A number of states have indicated they will not implement the Medicaid expansion, while many are still 
examining the issue. 
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After the rule was proposed, commentators and several members of Congress raised 

concerns about the IRS' apparent lack of statutory authority.80 In response, IRS officials and 

representatives of both the Treasury and HHS Departments insisted such authority was in the 

Act, yet cited no specific provisions to that effect.81 A Treasury Department spokeswoman said 

the Department is "confident that providing tax credits to all eligible Americans, no matter where 

they live and whether their state runs the exchange, is consistent with the intent of the law and 

our ability to interpret and implement it."82 

On November 3, 2011, two dozen members of the House of Representatives wrote IRS 

commissioner Douglas H. Shulman that the proposed rule "contradicts the explicit statutory 

language describing individuals' eligibility for receipt of these tax credits."83 On November 29, 

Shulman responded: 

In July 2012, the CBO to revised its estimate of the cost of"Exchangc Subsidies and Related Spcnding11 to 
slightly more than $1 trillion, offset by $55 billion in individual-mandate penalties and $117 billion in employer
mandate penalties. See CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, UPDATED ESTIMATES FOR THE INSURANCE COVERAGE 
PROVISIONS OF THE AFFORDAilLE CARE ACT (Mar. 20 12), ai'Gi!ab/e at: 
http://ww\Y .cbo.gov/sites/defhultlfiles/cbofiles/attachments/03-13-Coverage%20Estimates.pdf. The potential cost of 
the IRS rule will climb higher still if more states refuse to expand their Medicaid programs than the CBO assumed. 

80 Letter from David P. Roe, Representative, U.S. House of Representatives, to Douglas Shulman, Commissioner, 
Internal Revenue Service (Nov. 4, 2011), 
http://roe.housc.gov/UploadcdFiles/Letter to IRS Commissioner regarding tax credits under PPACA -

11.03.11.pdf; Letter from Orrin G. Hatch, Senator, US Senate, to Timothy Geithner, Secretary, US Treasury and 
Douglas Shulman, Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service (Dec. I, 2011), 
http://t1 nance.scnate.gov/newsroom/rankingldown load/?id=d8c3 f533-13 2c-4cec-be I 0-8008402c21 d8.; see also 
Adler and Cannon, Another OhamaCare Glilch, supra. 

81 See, e.g., Letter fi·om Douglas H. Shulman, Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, to David P. Roe, 
Represei1tative, U.S. House of Representatives, Response to Letter Regarding Premium Tax Credits Under PPACA, 
(Nov. 29, 2011), available at: 
http://roe.house.gov/UploadcdFilcs/IRS Response to letter on PPACA Exchangc.pdf; CENTERS FOR MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID SERVICES, CENTER FOR CONSUMER INFOR~·IATION AND INSURANCE OVERSIGHT, STATE EXCHANGE 
IMPLEMENTATION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 8, (November 29, 2011) (emphasis added), ami/able at: 
http:llcciio.cms.govlresourceslfileslfiles2/112820lllcxchange g and a.pdt:pdf. 
82 5'ee Sara Hansard, Privale £tchanges Could Impacl Success of Slate Etchanges, BNA HEALTH INSURANCE 
REPORT, Oct. 26, 20 II. 

83 Letter from David P. Roc, Representative, U.S. House of Representatives, to Douglas Shulman, Commissioner, 
l11ternal Revenue Service (Nov. 4, 2011), ami/able al: 
http://roe.house.gov/UploadedFi!es!Letter to IRS Commissioner regarding tax credits under PPACA -

11.03.ll.pdf. 
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The statute includes language that indicates that individuals arc eligible for tax credits 
whether they are enrolled through a State-based Exchange or a Federally-facilitated 
Exchange. Additionally, neither the Congressional Budget Office score nor the Joint 
Committee on Taxation technical explanation ofthe Affordable Care Act discusses 
excluding those enrolled through a Federally-facilitated Exchange. 84 

Also on November 29, the Department of Health and Human Services offered a similar defense: 

The proposed regulations ... are clear on this point and supported by the statute. 
Individuals enrolled in coverage through either a State-based Exchange or a Federally
facilitated Exchange may be eligible for tax credits ... Additionally, neither the 
Congressional Budget Office score nor the Joint Committee on Taxation technical 
explanation discussed limiting the credit to those enrolled through a State-based 
Exchange. 85 

Neither statement identified any specific statutory provisions in support of the IRS' authority to 

issue this rule or provide tax credits for non-state-established exchanges. 

Despite the public concerns about its lack of authority to levy taxes or offer tax credits 

beyond those expressly authorized by Congress, the IRS stayed the course. Late in the afternoon 

on Friday, May 18, 2012,86 the IRS issued a final rule adopting its proposal without significant 

change.87 

On December 1, Senate Finance Committee ranking member Orrin Hatch (R-UT) likewise pressed this 
issue in a letter to Shulman and Treasul)' Secretary Timothy Geithner. Sam Baker, Hatch: iRS can't offer Ia'< credits 
in federal insurance exchange, THE I-I ILL, Dec. I, 20 II, http://thehill.com/blogs!healthwatch/hcalth-rcfOrm-
i mplementation/ 196585-hatch-irs-cant -offer-tax -credits-in-federal-insurance-exchange; and Letter from Orrin G. 
Hatch, Senator, U.S. Senate, to Timothy Geithner, Secretary, Department of the Treasury and Douglas Shulman, 
Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service (Dec. I, 2011 ), available at: 
http://linance.senate. govlncwsroomlranking/downloadl?id~d8c3 f533- t 32c-4ccc-bc I 0-8008402c2 I d8. 

84 Letter fl·om Douglas H. Shulman, Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, to David P. Roc, Representative, U.S. 
House of Representatives (Nov. 29, 2011 ), available at: 
http://roe.house.gov/UploadedFilcs/lRS Response to letter on PPACA Exchangc.pdf(cmphasis added). 
85 CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES, CENTER FOR CONSUMER INFORMATION AND INSURANCE 
OVERSIGIIT, STATE EXCHANGE IMPLEMENTATION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 8, (Nov. 29, 2011) (emphasis added), 
available at: http://cciio.cms.gov/rcsources/111es/Files2/J 1282011/cxchange g and a.pdfpdf. 
86 The Art of the Friday News-Dump, NATIONAL JOURNAL (Aug. 12, 20 II), http://www.nationaljournal.com/the-art
of-the-friday-news-dump-20110722#photo 0 (''When newsmakers release a tidbit on a Friday afternoon, chances 
are, it's not something that puts them in the best light. Stories dumped on Fridays, as the strategy suggests, peter out 
during the weekend-- or at least give the subjects more time to craft their responses."). 
87 Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health Insurance Premium Tcn Credit, 77 FEDERAL 
REGISTER 30378 (May 23, 20 12), available at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsyslpkg/FR-20 12-05-23/pdl120 12-12421.pdf 
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In defense of its rule, the IRS claimed that its authorization of tax credits and premium 

assistance was supported by legislative intent, if not the actual language of the PPACA. 

Specifically, the final IRS rule provided the following justification: 

Under the proposed regulations, the term Exchange has the same meaning as in 45 CFR 
155.20, which provides that the term Exchange refers to a State Exchange, regional 
Exchange, subsidiary Exchange, and Federally-facilitated Exchange. 

Commentators disagreed on whether the language in section 36B(b)(2)(A) limits the 
availability of the premium tax credit only to taxpayers who enroll in qualified health 
plans on State Exchanges. 

The statutory language of section 36B and other provisions ofthe Affordable Care Act 
support the interpretation that credits are available to taxpayers who obtain coverage 
through a State Exchange, regional Exchange, subsidiary Exchange, and the Federally
facilitated Exchange. Moreover, the relevant legislative history does not demonstrate 
that Congress intended to limit the premium tax credit to State Exchanges. Accordingly, 
the final regulations maintain the rule in the proposed regulations because it is consistent 
with the language, purpose, and structure of section 36B and the Affordable Care Act as a 
whole.88 

Nowhere did the IRS claim that the language of section 36B makes tax credits available in 

federal Exchanges established under Section 1321, nor that the PPACA authorizes the IRS to 

extend tax credits to federal Exchanges, nor did the IRS claim that its interpretation is compelled 

by the text of the PPACA. Rather, the IRS claimed that various unidentified provisions of the 

law "support" its interpretation, that its rule is "consistent with" the Act, and that the "relevant 

legislative history" does not show otherwise. 

The IRS's decision to offer tax credits in federal Exchanges, and its rationale for that 

decision, are departures fi·om the agency's strict adherence to the plain meaning of the statute 

concerning far less consequential matters. 89 That rationale is not a particularly compelling basis 

("Accordingly, the final regulations maintain the rule in the proposed regulations because it is consistent with the 
language, purpose, and structure of section 36B and the Affordable Care Act as a whole"). 
88 /d. (emphases added). 
89 Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit, 11 FEDERAL 
REGISTER 30378 (May 23, 2012), available at: http://www.goo.gov/fdsyslpkg/FR-20 12-05-23/pdf/20 12-1242l.pdf 
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upon which to levy new taxes and issue new entitlements not authorized by Congress. When 

considered in light of the PPACA 's statutory text, structure, purpose and history, the justification 

offered by the IRS is particularly wanting. 

IV. Text, Structure, aud Congressional Intent 

("Commentators requested that the final regulations treat a taxpayer whose household income exceeds 400 percent 
of the FPL for the taxpayer's family size as an applicable taxpayer if, at enrollment, the Exchange estimates that the 
taxpayer's household income will be between 100 and 400 percent of the FPL for the taxpayer's family size and 
approves advance credit payments. Other commentators advocated allowing taxpayers with household income above 
400 percent of the FPL for their family size to be treated as eligible for a premium tax credit for the months before a 
change in circumstances affecting household income occurs or tOr the months tOr which the taxpayer receives 
advance payments. The final regulations do not adopt these comments because they are contrary to the language of 
section 36B limiting the premium tax credit to taxpayers with household income for the taxable year at or below 400 
percent of the FPL for the taxpayer's family size."); Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health 
Insurance Premium Ta\· Credit, 77 FEDERAL REGISTER 30378 (l'..tay 23, 2012), available at: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-20 12-05-23/pdf/20 12-1242l.pdf ("Commentators requested that the final 
regulations allow an individual who may be claimed as a dependent by another taxpayer to qualify as an applicable 
taxpayer fOr a taxable year if, for the taxable year, another taxpayer does not claim the individual as a dependent. 
The final regulations do not adopt this comment because it is inconsistent with section 36B(c)(l)(D), which provides 
that a premium tax credit is not allowed to any individual for whom a deduction under section 151 is 1 'allowable to 
another taxpayer" for the taxable year."); Department of the Treasmy, Internal Revenue Se1vice, Health Insurance 
Premium Tax Credit, 77 FEDERAL REGISTER 30379 (May 23, 2012), available at: http://\\~nv.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
20 I 2-05-23/pdll20 12-1242 I .pdf ("Commentators requested that the final regulations dellne eligibility for 
government-sponsored programs as actual enrollment tOr individuals suHhing from end stage renal disease who 
become eligible tOr Medicare as a result of their diagnosis. Other commentators requested this treatment tOr any 
individual suffering from an acute illness who becomes eligible tOr a government-sponsored program ... Section 
36B( c)(2)(B) establishes a clear structme under which eligibility for government-sponsored minimum essential 
coverage in a given month precludes including an individual in a ta'Xpayer's coverage family for purposes of 
computing the premium assistance amount for that month. In keeping with the statutory scheme, the final 
regulations do not adopt these comments."); Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Hea/Jh 
Insurance Premium Tax Credit, 77 FEDERAL REGISTER 30384 (May 23, 20 12), available at: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-20 12-05-23/pdf/20 12- I 242l.pdf ("Commentators suggested that the final 
regulations adopt a safe harbor !Or individuals and families who can demonstrate that they accurately reported any 
changes in income or t3mily size to the Exchange and that their advance payments were properly computed based 
on the in!Ormation available at the time the payments were made. Commentators suggested that taxpayers who 
experience changes in circumstances during the year, including taxpayers whose household income tOr the taxable 
year exceeds 400 percent of the FPL, should be allowed to prorate the repayment limitations based on the portion of 
the year the taxpayer receives advance payments. Other commentators asked that taxpayers who would experience a 
hardship as a result of repaying excess advance payments be exempt from the repayment requirement or that the IRS 

should disregard changes that cause income to slightly exceed 400 percent of the FPL. Commentators also suggested 
that taxpayers be allowed to compute their premium tax credit using the largest family size of the household during 
the year rather than the family size repm1ed on the tax return. The statute sets forth clear rules tOr reconciling 
advance credit payments, which are not consistent with the suggestions made by the commentators. Accordingly, 
the final regulations do not adopt these comments.''). 
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The IRS rule is illegal. It is not authorized by the text of the PPACA, nor can it be 

justified on other grounds. Neither the structure of the statute, its legislative history, nor other 

indicia of congressional intent support the IRS position.90 Section 140 I 's language restricting tax 

credits to states that establish an Exchange under section 1311 is clear and unambiguous. Its 

inclusion was intentional and purposeful. The remainder of the statute, along with the Act's 

legislative history, shows that the plain meaning of Section 140 I reflects Congress' intent. The 

PPACA's authors strongly preferred state-run Exchanges over federal Exchanges. The statute 

repeatedly uses financial incentives to encourage states and others to comply with the Act's 

regulatory scheme. Both of the PPACA's antecedent bills contained the same feature of 

withholding subsidies fi·om residents of uncooperative states. During congressional 

consideration, the PPACA 's lead author affirmed that a state must establish an Exchange for tax 

credits to become available. The PPACA's authors knew how to provide that Exchanges 

established by different levels of government should operate similarly, and they did so through 

the HCERA when that was their intent. Similarly, they knew how to authorize tax credits in 

Exchanges established by levels of government other than the states, which they also did through 

HCERA. While PPACA supporters in the House and Senate closely scrutinized and repeatedly 

amended Section 1401 through the HCERA, they left intact the provisions restricting eligibility 

for tax credits to taxpayers purchasing coverage through state-run Exchanges. Finally, even if all 

90 Although this article oflen refers to congressional "intent," a body composed of 535 individuals cannot be said to 
have a single "intent." This is a convenient "shorthand" for how to characterize what is actually the result of 
negotiation, compromise, and deal-making among many lawmakers, each of whom may have his or her own specific 
intent with regard to the legislation. See Matthew C. Stephenson, The Price of Public Action: Constitutional 
Doctrine and the Judicial A1anipulation of Legislative Enactment Costs, 118 YALE L.J. 2, 13 n.25 (2008) 
("Characterizing the legislature, or the enacting coalition, as a unitary actor that ;knows' the effect of policies on 
outcomes and chooses the policy that would advance 'its' interest is a shorthand way of describing this more 
complex collective choice process."). Thus to say that a bill provision was intentional is to say that it is a result of 
this process, and was dralled as intended by some of those involved in writing and amending the bill, and not to 
claim that every member of Congress who supp011ed a bill desired each provision of the bill. This is particularly so 
given the unfm1unate tendency of some legislators to not even read the legislation upon which they express opinions 
and cast voles. See generally, llanah Volokh, A Read-the-Bill Rnlefor Congress, 76 Mo. L. REV. 135 (2011). 
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of the foregoing evidence demonstrating that section 140 I accurately reflects congressional 

intent did not exist, PPACA supporters' actions reveal that their intent was indeed to enact a bill 

that restricts tax credits to state-run Exchanges. Professor Timothy Jost argues the provisions 

restricting tax credits to state-run Exchanges "clearly say what Congress clearly did not mean.'.91 

The reality is that the statute clearly says what its authors meant. 

A. Plain Text 

The starting point for statutory interpretation is the statutory text. 92 As noted above, the 

PPACA authorizes two methods for establishing a health insurance Exchange within a state. 

Section 1311 provides that "Each State shall, not later than January I, 2014, establish an 

American Health Benefit Exchange (referred to in this title as an 'Exchange')" and lays out rules 

for state-run Exchanges.93 1n patticular, for purposes of Section 1311, the Act requires that an 

Exchange must be "a governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a State."94 

Section 1321 requires the federal government to create an Exchange in states that elect 

not to create one of their own. Specifically, Section 1321 requires the HHS Secretary to 

"establish and operate" an Exchange within any state that either fails to create an Exchange or 

fails to implement the PPACA's health insurance regulations to the Secretary's satisfaction. 

91 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the Federal £,·change Can Offer Premium Ta'< Credils, HEALTH REFORlvl WATCH, Sept. 11, 
2011, http://www.healthreformwatch.com/2011/09/11/yes~the-federal~cxchange-can-offer-premium~tax~credits/. CJ 
Conn. Nat' I Bank v. Germain, 503 U.S. 249,254 (1992)(''courts must presume that a legislature says in a statute 
what it means and means in a statute what it says there."). 
92 See, e.g., Group Life & Health Ins. Co. v. Royal Drug Co., 440 U.S. 205 ( 1979) ("the stm1ing point in any case 
involving the meaning of a statute[] is the language oft he statute itself."); Caminetti v. United States, 242 U.S. 470, 
485 ( 1917) ("It is elementary that the meaning of a statute must, in the first instance, be sought in the language in 
which the act is framedn). see also, Unif. Statute & Rule Construciton Act§ 19 ( 1995) (Primacy q(Texl. The text of 
a statute or rule is the primm)', essential source of its meaning.''). 

93 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1311, 124 Stat. 119, 173 (20 I 0). 

"'ld. § 13ll(d). 
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Section 1321 thus requires a federal "fallback" for states that do not create Exchanges of their 

own. State exchanges created under section 1311 and federal fallback exchanges created under 

Section 1321 are distinct. 

Section 140 I authorizes premium-assistance tax credits and makes them available only 

through state-run Exchanges. This section specifies that taxpayers may receive a tax credit only 

during a qualifying "coverage month," and that a coverage month occurs only when "the 

taxpayer is covered by a qualified health plan ... that was enrolled in through an Exchange 

established by the State under section 1311 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. "95 

Section 140 I further emphasizes that tax credits are available only through Section 1311 

Exchanges when it details the two methods for calculating the amount of the tax credit for which 

an individual is eligible. The first method bases the amount on the premiums of a qualified health 

plan that the taxpayer "enrolled in through an Exchange established by the Stale under [section} 

1311 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act."96 The second method bases the amount 

on the premium of the "second lowest cost silver plan ... which is offered through the same 

Exchange through which the qualified health plans taken into account under [the first method] 

were offered."97 Both methods therefore require that a taxpayer obtain coverage through a state-

nm Exchange. The second method also relies on the concept of an "adjusted monthly premium," 

which only applies to "individual[s] covered under a qualified health plan taken into account 

under paragraph (2)(A)"98-i.e., "through an Exchange established by the State under [section] 

1311."99 

95 !d. (emphasis added). 

%!d. § 140 I (emphasis added). 

97 /d. (emphasis added). 

98 !d. 

99 /d. 
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These clauses either employ or refer to not one but two limiting phrases: "by the State" 

and "under section 1311." Either phrase by itself would have been suftlcient to limit availability 

of tax credits to state-run Exchanges, since states can only establish Exchanges under section 

1311 and section 1311 provides no authority for any other entity to establish Exchanges. The use 

of both phrases makes the meaning and etfect of the language abundantly clear. The Act goes to 

great lengths to restrict tax credits to state-run Exchanges, and contains no parallel language 

authorizing tax credits in Exchanges established by the federal government under section 1321. 

As the Congressional Research Service has written: 

(A] strictly textual analysis of the plain meaning ofthe provision would likely lead to the 
conclusion that the IRS's authority to issue the premium tax credits is limited only to 
situations in which the taxpayer is enrolled in a state-established exchange. Therefore, an 
IRS interpretation that extended tax credits to those enrolled in federally facilitated 
exchanges would be contrary to clear congressional intent, receive no Chevron deference, 
and likely be deemed invalid. 100 

Section 1402 authorizes cost-sharing subsidies for "an individual who enrolls in a 

qualified health plan ... offered through an Exchange." 101 This language would appear more 

inclusive. But section 1402 also stipulates, "No cost-sharing reduction shall be allowed under 

this section with respect to coverage for any month unless the month is a coverage month with 

respect to which a (premium assistance tax] credit is allowed to the insured(.]" 102 In other words, 

Section 1402 explicitly and exclusively ties cost-sharing subsidies to premium-assistance tax 

100 Memorandum from Jennifer Staman and Todd Garvey, Congressional Research Service, on the Legal Analysis 
of Availability of Premium Tax Credits in State and Federally Created Exchanges Pursuant to the At10rdable Care 
Acl" (July 23, 2012), available at: 
http://www.statereforum.org/sites!dctbu!Vfiles/prcmium credits and federally created exchanges copy.pdf. But 
note the CRS qualified that conclusion: ·'However~ given the ... altcrnative interpretive arguments that may suggest a 
more inclusive construction-including legislative history, legislative purpose, and context-a more searching 
analysis of Congress's intent in enacting the provision may lead to a less clear result." We discuss those alternative 
arguments below. 
101 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1402, 124 Stat. 119,221 (2010) 
(emphasis added). 

102 !d. 
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credits, which Section 1401 explicitly and exclusively ties to state-run Exchanges created under 

Section 1311. The statute provides no authority for the IRS to offer either entitlement through 

federal Exchanges created under Section 1321. Since cost-sharing subsidies are available only 

where premium-assistance tax credits are available, the remaining discussion will focus primarily 

on tax credits. 

B. Preference for State-Run Exchanges 

The language, structure, legislative history, and congressional debate over the PPACA 

demonstrate that its authors preferred state-run Exchanges to federal Exchanges. From the outset, 

the Act directs states to establish Exchanges and many PPACA's supporters presumed that all 

states would create exchanges of their own. While the Act authorizes the federal govemment to 

establish Exchanges for states that fail to comply with the PPACA's direction, these exchanges 

are intended to serve as a fallback, and were not intended to replace state-run exchanges. 

The text of the PPACA suggests that Congress sought universal state cooperation. 

Section 1311 (b) provides that "each state shall ... establish an American Health Benefit 

Exchange" by 2014. 103 The Act further details various requirements state-run Exchanges must 

meet. As noted above, the federal govemment cannot actually force states to create Exchanges, 

as this would constitute unconstitutional commandeering. 104 The federal government can, 

however, utilize a combination of positive and negative incentives to induce state cooperation -

in this case, subsidies for creating Exchanges and the threat of a federally run Exchange if a state 

does not create one on its own. Such incentives are common. Various federal programs, 

103 /d. § 13ll(b). 
104 See infra 

31 

40499



DRAFT- Notfor Citation 

including Medicaid, condition the receipt of federal funding on state acceptance of the federal 

government's conditions. 105 In this context, limiting the availability of tax credits to insurance 

purchased in state-run Exchanges can be seen as just one more inducement for state cooperation: 

the PPACA threatens states with the loss of tax credits for state residents if they do not create an 

Exchange. 

The legislative history shows the Senate Finance Committee, where PPACA originated, 

wrestled with the question of whether states or the federal government should take the lead in 

creating exchanges and that advocates of state-run exchanges prevailed. A November 2008 

"white paper" issued by chairman Max Baucus (D-MT) endorsed a single, federal exchange: 

"The Baucus plan would ensure that every individual can access affordable coverage by creating 

a nationwide insurance pool called the Health Insurance Exchange."106 The committee 

subsequently heard testimony from a broad coalition endorsing state-run rather than federal 

exchanges. 107 When Sen. Baucus introduced his "chairman's mark" in September 2009, it 

105 Additional examples include the No Child Left Behind Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Clean Air Act. 

I% MAX BAUCUS, REFORMING AMERICA'S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM: A CALL TO ACTION iv (Nov. 12, 2008), available 
at: http://financc.scnate.gov/download/?id=916b0ea3 -96dc-4c7a-bb35-24 I fa82236 7c. 
107 See Roundtable Discussion on Expanding lieallh Care Coverage, Before the S. Common Finance, I lith Cong., 
(May 5, 2009) (Testimony of Stuart M. Butler), available at: 
http://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Stuart%20Butler.pdf: 

There is broad suppmi for the concept of a health insurance exchange to improve the functioning of a 
competitive market for plans ... But should an exchange be at the national level. or at the state level, and 
should there be overlapping exchanges? A national exchange may seem attractive but it is accompanied by 
many problems ... The solution would be for the federal government to do two things. First, set out broad 
objectives tOr exchanges, and allow states to propose designs tOr state or regional exchanges to be certified 
by the federal government. 

Roundtable Discussion on Erpanding Health Care Cow rage, Before the S. Comm on Finance, Ill th Cong., {May 
5, 2009) (Testimony of Len M. Nichols), available at: 
http://www.financc.scnate.gov/imo/media/doc/Len%20Niclmls.pdf: 

Do note, however, these new exchanges could be organized at the state or even substate levels. It is not 
necessary (or wise) to have one national exchange/marketplace ... lnsurance market rules governing the new 
marketplaces should be unifOrm across the country, but the exchanges themselves could be organized on a 
national, state, or sub-state level. It is important to remember that all health markets (like politics) arc 
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directed states to establish exchanges and provided for a federal fallback exchange. 108 Advocates 

of state-established exchanges prevailed in the Finance Committee and later in both chambers of 

Congress. 

The congressional debate emphasized state-run Exchanges over federal Exchanges. We 

surveyed eight Senate committee hearings and markups, 109 the Finance Committee chairman's 

mark of the America's Healthy Future Act of 2009 110
, and the House and Senate floor debates 

over the PPACA. 111 In those venues, Democratic members of Congress and their staffs made 117 

references to "state Exchanges" or state-established Exchanges, three references to federal 

local. Competing against Kaiser in San Francisco or Group Health in Seattle is ditTerent than competing 
against Blue Cross of Arkansas in Little Rock. Exchange managers and oversight boards can and should 
bring local expertise and flexibility to the overall fCderal superstructure. 

Roundtable Discussion on Expanding Health Care Coverage, Before the S Common Finance, I lith Cong., (May 
5, 2009) (Testimony Of Scott Serota), available at: 
http://www.tinance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Scotl%20Serota.pdf: 

lC]reating a tCdcral 'connector' would be complex, costly and time~consuming. Creation of a federal 
connector could also undermine state regulation and authority, creating conflicting federal-state rules that 
would result in regulatory confusion and adverse selection. A state-based approach would accomplish the 
goals of a federal connector while ensuring current consumer protections a!Torded by state oversight and 
assuring faster implementation at lower costs by avoiding the creation of a new federal bureaucracy. To 
encourage states to establish State Insurance Marts, fCderal funding should be provided to offset the cost of 
development. 

108 Chairman's 1\lark: America's Healthy Future Act o/2009, Scheduled for Markup By the Senate Commillee on 
Finance On September 22, 2009, p. II, http://tinance.senate.gov/download/?id~a2b7dd 18-544f-4 798-917c-
2bl25lf92abb. ("States must establish an exchange that complies with the requirements set f011h in the Federal law. 
If a state does not establish an exchange within 24 months of enactment, the Secretary of I-ll IS shall contract with a 
non-governmental entity to establish a state exchange that complies with the Federal legislation."). 
109 Full Committee Hearing- Hea/thcare Reform: Before Senate Comm. on Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions, 
I lith Cong. (2009); What Women Want: Equal Benefits for Equal Premiums: Full Comm. Hearing Before Senate 
Comm. on Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions, ill Cong. (2009); E{{fordable Health Choices Act: E.wcutive 
Session Before Senate Comm. on Health, F:ducation, Labor, & Pensions; I 1 1 th Con g. (2009); Open Ewcutive 
Session to Consider an Original Bill Providingfor Health Care Reform: Hearing Before Senate Comm. on Finance, 
111 th Cong. (2009); Covering the Uninsured: Ala king Health Insurance Markets Work: Hearing Before the Senate 
Comm. on Finance, II Oth Con g. (2008); Finance Commiffee Field Hearing at St. Patrick Hospital in Alissoula, 1\IT: 
High Health Care Costs: A State Perspective: Before the Senate Comm. on Finance, 11 Oth Con g. (2008); Health 
Care Reform: An Economic Perspective: Before the Senate Comm. on Finance, I lOth Cong. (2008); and The 
President's Fiscal Year 2010 Health Care Proposals: Before the Senate Comm. on Finance, Ill th Cong. (2009). 

110 SENATE COMM!rtEE ON FINANCE, CHAIRMAN'S MARK, AMERICA'S HEALTHY FUTURE ACT OF 2009 (2009). 
111 \Ve searched the Congressional Record during the periods that each chamber was considering the PPACA: the 
Senate Record between June l, 2009 and March 30,2010, and the House Record between January 19,2010 and 
March 22, 2010. 
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Exchanges, and 359 non-specific references to Exchanges. Republican members of Congress, all 

of whom opposed PPACA, mentioned state or state-established Exchanges 41 times and federal 

Exchanges seven times in these venues. The emphasis on state-run Exchanges reflects PPACA's 

emphasis. When Republicans spoke of federal Exchanges, it was typically to raise the specter of 

a federal takeover of health care-a specter that PPACA supporters downplayed by emphasizing 

that exchanges would be created and run by the states. 112 Further reflecting the Act's preference 

for state-run Exchanges, the Joint Committee on Taxation's technical explanation ofthe revenue 

provisions in PPACA and HCERA made 15 references to state Exchanges, 0 references to 

federal Exchanges, and 51 non-specific Exchange references. 1 13 

The PPACA's authors so heavily favored state-run Exchanges that they created large 

financial incentives to encourage states to establish them. For example, the Act authorizes the 

Secretary of Health and Human Services to provide unlimited funding for states to cover the 

start-up costs of establishing Exchanges. 114 As of July 2012, the Secretary had issued a total of 

$1.007 bill ion in Exchange grants to states. 115 The Secretary has since announced these grants 

112 See, e.g., Senate Democratic Policy Committee, Fact Check: Responding to Opponents of Health Insurance 
Reform, Sept. 21, 2009, available at: http://dpc.senate.gov/rctorm/reform-tactcheck-092 t 09.pdf ("There is no 
government takeover or control of health care in any [S]cnate health insurance retOrm legislation ... All the health 
insurance exchanges, which will create choice and competition for Americans' business in health care, arc run by 
states.''). 
113 

JOINT COMM. ON TAXATION, TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF THE REVENUE PROVISIONS OF THE "RECONCILIATION 

ACT OF 20 I 0," AS AMENDED, IN CmviBINATION WITH TfiE "PATIENT PROTECTION AND ACCORDABLE CARE ACT 
(March 2 t, 20 I 0). 

"' Patient Protection and At1ordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1311, 124 Stat. 119, 177-178 (20 10). See 
especially Memorandum from the Congressional Research Service, on Federal Grants For Planning and 
Establishment of Health Insurance Exchanges Under Section I311(a) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (Feb. 7, 2011). 
115 Kaiser Family Foundation, State Health Facts, Total Health Insurance Exchange Grants, 2012, (July 26, 2012), 
http://statehcalthtacts.kt1'.org/comparctable.isp?ind=964&cat~17 ($1,007,493,875 has been awarded as of July 26, 
2012). 
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will be able to pay "stmt-up" costs through 2019. 116 In contrast, PPACA's authors failed to 

authorize any timding for HHS to create federal Exchanges. 117 These features~unlimited sta1t-

up grants, and a lack of funding for federal Exchanges~appear not only in PPACA, but also in 

both antecedent bills reported by the Finance and HELP committces. 118 

C. Financial Incentives 

Making credits and subsidies available solely through state-run Exchanges is consistent 

with the PPACA's modus operandi of using financial incentives to elicit a desired behavior. 

Under the Act, individuals who fail to obtain health insurance must pay a penalty. Large 

employers that fail to offer required health benefits likewise must pay a penalty. Under the Act 

as passed, states that failed to expand their Medicaid programs to everyone below 138 percent of 

the federal pove1ty level would have lost all federal Medicaid grants, which account for 12 

percent of state revenues. 119 States that opt to establish an Exchange may receive unlimited stmt-

116 See Michael F. Cannon, llf!S Offers to Pay Six Years of Operating Costs for Some States' Obamacare 
£ychauges, CATO@LIBERTY, July 3, 2012, http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/hhs-offers-to~pay-six~years-of·operating
costs-for -so me-states-obamacare-exchanges/. 

117 Michael F. Cannon, President's Budge/ Shows Feds Can't Create ObamaCare 'Exchanges', CATO@LIBERTY, 
Feb. 13, 2012, http://www .cato-at-liberty .org/presidents-budget -shows-fed s-cant -create-obamacarc-exchangcs/; J. 
Lester Feder, Sebe/ius: Etchangefimding request was anticipated, POLITICO PRO, Feb. 14,2012, 
https://W\\'W.politicopro.com/go/?id=9220 [subscription only]. 

118 The America's Healthy Future Act of2009 (S. 1796), section 2237(c). Affordable Health Choices Act, S. 1697, 
lll'h Cong. Sec. 3101(a), pp. 53-56, (2009). 
119 Patient Protection and Atlordublc Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 200 I, 124 Stat. 119, 271-275 (20 I 0) as 
amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010. Even afler the Supreme Court's ruling in 
NFIB v. Sebe/ius invalidating this requirement, the Act conditions new federal Medicaid grants on states expanding 
their Medicaid programs. CINDY MANN, JOAN C. ALKER, AND DAVID BARISH, MEDICAID AND STATE BUDGETS: 
LOOKING AT THE FACTS 6 (May 2008), available al: http://cct:georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem
action?filc=ccf+publications%2Fabout+medicaid%2Fnasbo+tinal+5-J-08.pdf ("It is often reported that states spend. 
on average, almost 22 percent of their state budgets on Medicaid, but this figure can be misleading because it 
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up funds from the Secretary of Health and Human Services-it; "as determined by the 

Secretary," a state makes adequate progress toward establishing an Exchange, implements other 

parts of the Act, and "meet[s]such other benchmarks as the Secretary may establish."120 This 

feature--wnditioning the continued availability of start-up funds on state cooperation-appears 

in the HELP committee bill as wcll. 121 It is scarcely a departure for the Act to condition the 

availability of tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies on state cooperation. 

The language in sections 140 I and 1402 restricting tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies 

to section 1311 is more than just consistent with the rest of the Act. It is integral to section 

1311's directive that states "shall" create an Exchange. The withholding of tax credits and 

subsidies in federal Exchanges is the primary sanction imposed on states that do not establish 

Exchanges themselves. 122 That restriction thus animates Section 1311's "shall." To ignore it 

would render that directive meaningless. 

Many statutes seek to encourage state cooperation by threatening to cut off funding to 

recalcitrant states. 123 The PPACA contains this feature in other provisions, such as the Medicaid 

considers federal as well as state flmds. On average, tederal funds account for 56.2 percent of all Medicaid 
spending.") 
120 Patient Protection and Atlordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1311, 124 Stat. 119, 173 (2010) ... 
121 The Finance Committee bill contained language almost identical to PPACA. The HELP Committee bill explicitly 
withheld credits fi·om residents of states that refused or were slow to create their own health insurance Gateways. 
Choices Act, S. 1697, III'' Cong. Sec. 3104(d), pp. 106-107, (2009). 
122 The PPACA 's "maintenance of effort" provision requires states to maintain aspects of their Medicaid programs 
as they were in 2010, which can be a costly proposition, and only I ills this requirement once "the Secretary 
determines that an Exchange established by the State under section 1311 of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act is fully operational." See 42 U.S.C. § 1396a(a)(74) and§ 1396a(gg). There are real questions about 
whether the maintenance-of-effort provisions arc enfOrceable under NF/8 v. Sebelius, in which the Supreme Court 
held that Congress may not impose retroactive conditions on tfderal Medicaid funds or condition those funds on 
state participation in a new program. See, e.g., Ralph Lindeman, ACA Opponents Eyeing New Challenge To Law's 
Maintenance-of£1fort Requiremelll, BNA HEALTH CARE DAlLY REPORT, Oct. 26, 2012 .. 
123 Examples range ti·om the Clean Air Act to the No Child Lett Behind Act, to the Children's Internet Protection 
Act. See generally J. Lester Feder & Darren Samuelsohn, The JHedicaid Ruling's Ripple Effect, POLITICO, July 3, 
2012, http://\\Ww.politico.com/news/stories/0712/7809l.html (identifying various conditional spending statutes). 

36 

40504



DRAFT- Not .for Citation 

expansion. 124 The Act does not seek to induce state cooperation with the exchange provisions by 

withholding funding for the Exchanges, however, because it only authorizes funding to help 

states with their start-up costs. Once the exchanges are established, the states must finance their 

administration on their own. Thus, the pl'imary financial incentive in the PPACA is the threat of 

withholding tax credits and subsidies for those states that fail to create exchanges in accord with 

federal requirements. 

D. Antecedent Bills 

The PPACA 's antecedent bills, which were reported by the Senate's Finance Committee 

and HELP Committee, and which Senate Democrats merged into the PPACA, 125 ftuther show 

the plain meaning of Section 140 I accurately reflects Congress' intent to restrict tax credits to 

state-run Exchanges. Each of those bills withheld subsidies fi·om taxpayers whose state 

governments failed to establish an Exchange or otherwise failed to implement the law in accord 

with federal dictates. 

The PPACA's closest antecedent was the Finance Committee-reported "America's 

Healthy Future Act of 2009" (S. 1796), 126 which also withheld tax credits fi·om taxpayers 

124 Nat'! Fed'n lndep. Bus. v. Sebelius, 567 U.S._,_ (2012) (Roberts, C.J.) ("The threatened loss of over 10 
percent of a State's overall budget ... is economic dragooning that leaves the States with no real option but to 
acquiesce in the Medicaid expansion."), at 40 (Ginsburg, J., concurring) ("Congress is simply requiring States to do 
what States have long been required to do to receive Medicaid fUnding: comply with the conditions Congress 
prescribes for participation."), at 28 (Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, A lito, JJ., dissenting) (The ACA does not legally 
compel the States to participate in the expanded Medicaid program, but the Act authorizes a severe sanction for any 
State that refuses to go along: termination of all the State's Medicaid funding.). 
125 David M. Herszenhorn and Robert Pear, While House Team Joins Talks on Health Care Bill, N.Y. TIMES, Oct. 
14, 2009, http://www.nytimcs.com/2009/I 0/15/health/policy/15health.html. 

126 U.S Library of Congress: Thomas, Bill Summwy & Status, 1 I 1111 Congress, S. 1796, All information, 2009, 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdgucrylz?d 111 :SNO 1796:@1@@L&summ2=m&; America's Healthy Future Act of 
2009, S. 1796, lll'h Cong. (2009), http:llmi~V.gpo.govlfdsys/pkg!BILLS-IIIsl796pes/pdt/BILLS-
Ill s 1796pcs.pdf. 
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purchasing coverage through federal Exchanges. The relevant language in PPACA is nearly 

identical to that of the Finance bill. The four ways Section 140 I confines tax credits to state-run 

Exchanges appear almost verbatim in the Finance bill, for example. 127 

The HELP bill even more explicitly withheld credits in states that failed to implement the 

law, and it employed that strategy to encourage state cooperation even if the federal government 

created the Exchange. If a state sought to establish its own "Gateway" (i.e., Exchange) then the 

HELP bill provided that "any resident of that State who is an eligible individual shall be eligible 

for credits"-but only after the Secretary determined that the state had (A) created a qualified 

Gateway, (B) enacted legislation imposing various health insurance regulations on the state's 

individual and small-group markets, and (C) enacted legislation subjecting its state and local 

governments to the bill's employer mandate. If a state failed to meet these criteria, its residents 

would be ineligible for credits. 128 When an "establishing state" fell out of compliance, the HELP 

bill went so far as to revoke credits that state residents had already been receiving. 129 

If a state formally requested that HHS establish a Gateway for the state (such states were 

called "participating states"), the HELP bill authorized the federal government to do so, and 

127 Like the PPACA, the Finance bill would have created a new section 36B in the Internal Revenue Code that offers 
two methods tOr determining the amount of a taxpayer's premium assistance tax credit. Under the tirst method, 
fOund in 36B(b)(2)(A)(i), the bill bases the credit amount on the premiums for health plans ''which were enrolled in 
through an £'<change established by the State under subpart B of title XX!I qfthe Social Security Act," a clear and 
exclusive reference to state~nm Exchanges. S. 1796, p. 147. Emphasis added. {But note there is no "subpart B" of 
the proposed title XXII. The parts in that title take capital letters while the subparts take numbers. Since Part B of 
the proposed title XXII directs states to create Exchanges, however, this appears to be an immaterial scrivener's 
error.) The second method uses the "adjusted monthly premium" for "the second lowest cost silver plan in the 
individual market which is offered lhrough the same Exchange." S. 1796, new IRC section 36B.(b)(3)(B)(i), p. 149. 
Emphasis added. The definition of"adjusted monthly premium" again refers to "qualified health benefits plan taken 
into account under paragraph (2)(A){i)." S. 1796, p. 150. Emphasis added. Finally, the bill also ties "coverage 
months'' to state-run Exchanges by defining them as months in which a taxpayer "is covered by a qualified health 
benefits plan described in subsection (b)(2)(A)(i) ." S. 1796, p. 152. Emphasis added. 
128 Sec Affordable Health Choices Acl, S. 1697, lll'h Cong. Sec. 3104(d), p. 104, (2009). 
129 "If the Secretary determines that a State has failed to maintain compliance with such requirements, the Secretary 
may revoke the determination," thereby revoking eligibility for credits. Affordable I lcalth Choices Act, S. 1697, 
Ill •h Con g. Sec. 3104, p. I 05, (2009). 
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authorized credits within the federal Gateway. But the bill again withheld those credits if the 

state failed to satisfy (B) or (C). If state officials opted neither to be an "establishing state" nor a 

"participating state," then the HELP bill (again) authorized the federal government to create a 

Gateway for the state, authorized credits within that federal Gateway, imposed the bill's health 

insurance regulations on the state, and deemed the state to be a "participating state." However, 

the bill still withheld credits unless state officials complied with (C). 130 

This history demonstrates that restricting tax credits to state-run Exchanges was a 

deliberate policy choice. The authors of these provisions sought to limit the availability of 

credits to state-run exchanges. The PPACA, the Finance bill, and the HELP bill all explicitly 

withheld credits fi·om individuals as a means of encouraging state officials to implement the law. 

None of the three bills allowed residents of a state to receive credits absent cooperation by state 

officials. Some PPACA supporters may have preferred to provide tax credits for the purchase of 

health insurance in federally run exchanges, but other proponents felt otherwise, and it is this 

latter group that prevailed. 

E. Authorial Intent 

Statements by one of the PPACA's primary authors, Senate Finance Committee 

Chairman Max Baucus (0-MT), provide additional persuasive evidence that the language of 

section 140 I was no accident. Senator Baucus sought to encourage states to implement the law. 

During deliberations over the bill that would become PPACA, Baucus explained to a colleague 

no Affordable Health Choices Act, S. 1697, lllili Cong. Sec. 3104, p. 107, (2009). 
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(Sen. John Ensign, R-NV) that the bill conditions the availability of tax credits on each state 

creating its own Exchange. Specifically, Senator Baucus explained that even though the Finance 

Committee does not have jurisdiction over health insurance regulation (such jurisdiction belongs 

to the HELP Committee), the Finance Committee's bill could direct states to create exchanges or 

make other changes to their health insurance laws because the bill made those actions a 

precondition for the availability of tax credits, which are cleady within the Finance Committee's 

jurisdiction. 131 

In addition to the other purposes it served, that restriction provided the jurisdictional hook 

that allowed the Finance Committee to direct states to create Exchanges and otherwise alter their 

health insurance laws. If the Finance Committee bill had authorized tax credits in both state-run 

and federal exchanges, then the directive that each state "shall" create an exchange would not 

have been tied to something within the committee's jurisdiction, and the committee would not 

have had jurisdiction to issue it. The fact that section 1401 provided the Finance Committee with 

131 In this colloquy, excerpted and lightly edited here, Sen. Baucus backs into an admission that his bill conditions 
tax credits on state officials creating an Exchange. 

Senator Ensign: Is this bill, the underlying premise in this bill that. .. we are making states change their 
laws, their coverage laws? Aren,t we doing that? And so why would not most of the coverage rules in this 
bill, underlying bill, be ... only in the jurisdiction of the HELP Committee and not in the jurisdiction of this 
comrnittee? ... On certain minimum plans, exchanges. All those coverage things are state laws ... How do we 
have jurisdiction over changing state laws on coverage? ... 

The Chairman: There are conditions to participate in the Exchange. 

Senato1' Ensign: That is right. 

The Chairman: For setting up an Exchange. 

Senator Ensign: These would be conditions to participate-

The Chairman: And states-an Exchange is, essentially is tax credits. Taxes are in the jurisdiction of this 
committee. 

Ewcutive Committee 1\leeJiug to Consider an Original Bill Providing for Health Care Reform: Before the S. Comm. 
on Finance, III'" Cong. 326 (2009), m•ailable at: 
h lt p: //\\~ '~ v. finance. senate. go v /heari ngs/hea ring! dm vnload/?i d~c6a0c668-3 7 d9-4 9 55 -86 I c-509 5 9b0a8 3 92 . We 
encourage readers to watch the video of the colloquy. E~eculh'e Commillee Alee ling lo Consider an Original Bill 
Providing for Health Care Reform: Before the S. Comm. on Finance (C-SPAN broadcast Sept. 23, 2009), at 2:53:21, 
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/289085-4. 

40 

40508



DRAFT- No/for Cilalion 

this jurisdictional hook shows that PPACA 's authors consciously crafted the language restricting 

tax credits to state-run Exchanges. 

It matters not at all that the need for that jurisdictional hook evaporated when the Finance 

bill cleared that committee, or that other members of Congress may have preferred a different 

outcome. The relevant text of the statute maintained this restriction. Nor would it be plausible to 

argue that the IRS rule is justified because congressional intent subsequently changed, because 

the language did not. 132 

In our extensive search of the PPACA's legislative history, this Baucus comment is the 

only instance we found of a member of Congress discussing whether tax credits would be 

available in federal exchanges, and it flatly contradicts the IRS's position. Senator Baucus's own 

words show both that the plain meaning of Section 140 I accurately reflects congressional intent, 

and that the IRS rule undermines congressional intent by discouraging states from creating 

Exchanges. 

F. Nonequivalence 

Further evidence that the plain meaning of section 140 I reflects congressional intent is 

that PPACA supporters knew how to craft language ensuring that Exchanges created by different 

levels of government would operate identically, yet opted not to create such equivalence with 

respect to the availability of tax credits in state-run versus federal Exchanges. 

The House-passed "Affordable Health Care for America Act" (1-I.R. 3962), for example, 

created a single federal Health Insurance Exchange for all states, and allowed states to opt out by 

creating their own Exchange. To ensure that certain aspects of state-run and federal Exchanges 

132 As noted below, several revisions were made to Section 1401 through the II CERA, yet the language relevant here 
was not changed. See infra. 
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would operate in an identical manner, H.R. 3962 contained the following language: "any 

references in this subtitle to the Health Insurance Exchange or to the Commissioner in the area in 

which the State-based Health Insurance Exchange operates shall be deemed a reference to the 

State-based Health Insurance Exchange and the head of such Exchange, respectively." 133 The 

HELP bill also contained equivalence language, 134 although, as discussed above, it clearly 

allowed for state and federal Gateways to function differently based on a state's level of 

cooperation. 

The PPACA contains equivalence language as well. The Act provides that Exchanges 

established by U.S. territories shall be equivalent to state-run Exchanges. Section 1323, as added 

by HCERA, provides, "A territory that elects ... to establish an Exchange in accordance with part 

II of this subtitle"-Part II includes section 1311, but not section 1321-"and establishes such an 

Exchange in accordance with such part shall be treated as a State for purposes of such part[.]"135 

Section 1323 also explicitly authorizes and appropriates funds for "premium and cost-sharing 

assistance to residents of the territory obtaining health insurance coverage through the 

Exchange[.]"136 This language shows PPACA supporters knew how to create equivalence 

between Section 1311 Exchanges and other Exchanges when that was their intent. The HCERA 

133 Affordable Health Care for America Act, H.R. 3962, Ill th Cong. Sec. 308(e), pp. 208-209, (2009). 
134 Affordable Health Choices Act, S. 1697, I lith Cong. Sec. 3101(b), p. 56, (2009) ("A Gateway shall be a 
governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a State, in the case of an establishing State {as 
described in section 3104); or the Secretary, in the case of a participating State (as described in section 3104).") 
135 Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. No. 111-152, Sec. 1204, 124 Stat. 1029, 1055-1056 
(2010). 
136 kl ~ 1204(b),(c). 
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added such language for exchanges established by federal territories but not for exchanges 

established by the federal govenunent. 137 

The PPACA contains additional equivalence language in an information-reporting 

requirement also added by HCERA. 138 Supporters of the IRS rule point to this language as 

evidence that Congress sought to make federal and state-run exchanges equivalent for all 

purposes of the Act. 139 They argue there would be no reason to require federal Exchanges to 

report information pertinent to eligibility for tax credits, or the amount of any advance payments 

137 As a general rule, if Congress adopts particular language in one part of a statute, but omits it in another, it is 
presumed Congress acted "intentionally and purposely in the disparate inclusion or exclusion." See Russello v. 
United States, 464 U.S. 16,23 (1983). 
138 Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. No. 111-152, Sec. I 004, 124 Stat. I 029, I 035 (20 I 0) and 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1401, 124 Stat. 119, 219 (2010) (adds 
Sec. 36B (f) to the lntemal Revenue Code). Congress has amended this subsection through subsequent legislation. 
Sec Pub. L. No. 112-9, Sec. 4, 125 STAT. 36-37 (2011). 

l.R.C § 36B (f), as added to the PPACA by HCERA: 

(3) INFORMATION REQUIREMENT.-Each Exchange (or any person carrying out I or more 
responsibilities of an Exchange under section 131 J (f)(3) or 1321( c) of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act) shall provide the following information to the Secretary and to the taxpayer with 
respect to any health plan provided through the Exchange: 

(A) The level of coverage described in section 1302(d) of the Patient Protection and Aflordable 
Care Act and the period such coverage was in effect. 

(B) The total premium for the coverage without regard to the credit under this section or cost
sharing reductions under section 1402 of such Act. 

(C) The aggregate amount of any advance payment of such credit or reductions under section 1412 
of such Act. 

(D) The name, address, and TIN oft he primary insured and the name and TIN of each other 
individual obtaining coverage under the policy. 

(E) Any information provided to the Exchange, including any change of circumstances, necessary 
to determine eligibility for, and the amount of, such credit. 

(F) Information necessary to determine whether a taxpayer has received excess advance payments. 

(g) REGULATIONS.-The Secretary shall prescribe such regulations as may be necessary to cany out the 
provisions of this section, including regulations which provide for-

( I) the coordination oft he credit allowed under this section with the program for advance payment of the 
credit under section 1412 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, and 

(2) the application of subsection (f) where the filing status of the taxpayer for a taxable year is ditlCrcnt from 
such status used for determining the advance payment of the credit 

139 Timothy S. Jost, Yes the Federal Exchange Can Offer Premium Tax Credits, HEAL Til REFORt\·1 WATCH (Sept. ll, 
20 11 ), http://www.healthrefornnvatch.com/20 I 1/09/1 !/yes-the-federal-exchange-can-offer-premium-tax -credits. 
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of those tax credits, to individual taxpayers and the Secretary unless Congress intended for tax 

credits to be available through federal Exchanges. Alternatively, supporters of the IRS' position 

maintain that this reporting requirement demonstrates Congress' intent to provide tax credits in 

federal Exchanges or, at the very least, introduces sufficient ambiguity to permit the IRS to 

resolve the claimed ambiguity by offering tax credits in federal Exchanges. 140 Specifically, 

Professor J ost argues: 

Section 1004 ofHCERA amended section 368(1) of the !RC to impose on exchanges 
established under section 1311 ... and under section 1321 ... the obligation to report to the 
IRS and to the taxpayer information regarding tax credits provided to individuals through 
the exchange. In this later-adopted legislation amending the earlier-adopted ACA, 
Congress demonstrated its understanding that federal exchanges would administer 
premium tax credits. 141 

This paragraph is the only provision in the statute that draws equivalence between state-

run Exchanges (Section 131 I) and federal Exchanges (Section 1321 ), and it does so by expressly 

referencing both provisions. Yet that equivalence extends only so far as the paragraph's 

information-repmting requirement. This requirement, like section 1401's provisions restricting 

tax credits to state-run Exchanges, is clear and unambiguous, suppotts the plain meaning of 

section 140 I, and likewise advances the Act's goal of encouraging states to create Exchanges. It 

does not suggest that Congress erred in limiting tax credits and subsidies to the purchase of 

health insurance in state-run exchanges. 

The rep01ting requirement and straightforward. Both state-run and federal Exchanges 

must report an array ofinfonnation pe1taining to the purchase of health insurance plans, 

including the level of coverage purchased, identifying information about the purchaser, the 

140 The claim that the IRS' interpretation of the Act on this question should receive Chevron deference is discussed 
infra. 

HI Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the Federal £\·change Can Qffer Premium Tw: Credits, HEALTH REFORt-.·1 WATCH, Sept. 11, 
2011 , http://w,vw .hcalthrcformwatch.comi20 I I /09/11 /yes-the-federal-exchange-can-offer-premium-tax-credits/. 
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premium paid, and the amount of any advance payments of tax credits and cost-sharing 

subsidies. The paragraph refers to "the credit under this section" a total of four times. Since this 

paragraph resides in Section 36B, which authorizes tax credits solely in Exchanges "established 

by the state under section 1311 ," it plainly requires federal Exchanges to report zero advance 

payments. This provision, unlike other portions of the bill, also makes express reference to both 

section 1311 and section 1321, showing that Congress knew to reference both sections where 

that was their intent. 142 

Contrary to the suggestion of Professor Jost and others, these reporting requirements do 

not suggest, let alone require, that tax credits must be available in federal exchanges. Imposing 

these reporting requirements on both federal and state Exchanges serves to ensure a degree of 

uniformity in the information provided to the federal government. That not every requirement 

would seem equally applicable to both state and federal exchanges is not anomalous. It is easier 

for Congress to draft and enact a single set of reporting requirements than to enact two separate 

provisions. 

The plain language of this section provides that state and federal exchanges must provide 

information about "any" tax credits an individual receives. "Any," as used here, is conditional. 

That an exchange is obligated to report "any" advance payments made means that if such 

payments are made they must be reported. It does not suggest, let alone require, that such 

payments will be made in all entities covered by the provision, any more than this language 

suggests that all individuals who purchase insurance within exchanges must be eligible for 

premium assistance. 

142 See Russello v. United States, 464 U.S. 16, 23 ( 1983) ("Where Congress includes particular language in one 
section of a statute but omits it in another section of the same Act, it is generally presumed that Congress acts 
intentionally and purposely in the disparate inclusion or exclusion."). 
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This plain reading of the text is also consistent with the rest of the statute. As noted 

above, an obvious purpose consistent with the Act's preference for state-run Exchanges: to 

encourage state ofticials to establish them. The reporting requirement enables federal Exchanges 

and the Secretary to notify individual taxpayers of the tax credits for which they would become 

eligible if their state were to establish an Exchange, and to publicize to state ofticials and the 

media the number of taxpayers who would benefit. The reporting requirement thus advances the 

PPACA's goal of encouraging states to establish Exchanges. 

The fact that the HCERA 's House and Senate authors made no changes to section 140 I 's 

language restricting tax credits to state-run Exchanges corroborates that the plain meaning of 

section 140 I accurately reflects congressional intent. The HCERA 's authors scoured Section 

140 I, amending it seven times (and section 1402 five times) but left the language restricting tax 

credits to state-run Exchanges undisturbed. 143 lt would be difticult to argue that the HCERA's 

authors noticed that state and territorial Exchanges were not equivalent in this respect, but 

somehow failed to notice that asymmetry between state and federal Exchanges. 

The plain meaning of this requirement is thus consistent with the rest of Section 140 I and 

the overarching goals of the law, as is the directive that the Secretary "shall prescribe such 

regulations as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section." The PPACA draws 

absolutely no equivalence between state-run and federal Exchanges when it comes to offering tax 

credits. Indeed, the only time it draws any equivalence between state and federal Exchanges is 

when it requires the Secretary to inform people of that fact. 

It is implausible to argue that the information-reporting requirement added by the 

HCERA reveals a tacit congressional intent that should allow the IRS to override the clear 

143 Sec Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. No. 111-152, 124 Stat. 1029, 1030-1032, 1034-1035 
(2010). 
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language of the law. Again, this paragraph is the only provision in the statute that draws 

equivalence between state-run Exchanges (Section 1311) and federal Exchanges (Section 1321 ). 

That equivalence extends only so far as that requirement, and it serves the same purpose as the 

rest of section 140 I. Further, as noted above, the HCERA 's creation of Section 1323 (regarding 

territorial Exchanges) further belies the claim that the information-reporting requirement-also 

added by the HCERA-somehow implies that Congress intended to make tax credits available in 

federal Exchanges. The reconciliation process gave Congress the opp01tunity to authorize tax 

credits into federal Exchanges, just as it authorized them in territorial Exchanges. If that had 

been Congress' intent, then Congress could have done so. Congress knew how to authorize tax 

credits in non-state Exchanges, as evidenced by the (rejected) House bill, the (rejected) language 

of the HELP bill, and the HCERA's language regarding territorial Exchanges. That Congress 

declined to do so corroborates that the plain meaning of Section 140 I reflects Congress' intent. 

G. Revealed Intent 

Even if--{:ontrary to the clear language of the statute, its legislative history, and the clear 

statement of the statute's sponsor and principal author-PPACA supp01ters somehow shared a 

tacit understanding that tax credits would be available in federal Exchanges, Sen. Scott Brown's 

election forced PPACA supporters to reveal their intent to secure a partial victory, with no tax 

credits in federal Exchanges, if the only alternative was no law at all. It may well be the case 

that, as Prof. Jost writes, "the Senate Bill was not supposed to be the finallaw." 144 Yet enacting 

the House bill was not an option. 

144 Jost, }-IEAI,TH AFFAIRS BLOG, supra. 
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Following Scott Brown's election, congressional Democrats faced two options. The first 

was to merge the House- and Senate-passed bills in a manner that made enough changes to 

secure the support of one Senate Republican, thus enabling proponents to invoke cloture on a 

conference report. This option was problematic. Not only was there no guarantee that Democrats 

could peel away one senator from the GOP bloc, but doing so could have moved the conference 

rep01t far enough to the right that House Democrats might have rejected it. The second option 

was to have the House pass the PPACA, thus sending the bill directly to the president's desk, and 

have the House and Senate make limited amendments to the PPACA through the reconciliation 

process. Congressional Democrats chose the latter strategy. This was in no small part because, 

while a "regular order" strategy would have moved the PPACA to the right to appease one or 

another GOP senator, the "reconciliation" strategy would move it to the left to appease House 

Democrats. 

PPACA supporters made a quite deliberate choice to pass a bill with which none of them 

were completely satisfied, and to use the reconciliation process to make only limited 

amendments, because a more satisfactory conference report would have failed. They made a 

decision that, whatever the PPACA's remaining shortcomings, passing it with limited 

amendments was the best they could do under the circumstances.145 If what they passed was a 

bill without tax credits in federal Exchanges, then that is exactly what they intended. 

145 See Letter fi·om 47 health care scholars to Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House, et al., (Jan. 22, 2010), m•ailab/e 
at: http://graphicsS.nytimcs.com/images/20 I 0/0 l/22/health/adopt senate bill linal.2.pdf. ("Both houses of 
Congress have adopted legislation that would provide health coverage to tens of millions of Americans, begin to 
control health care costs that seriously threaten our economy, and improve the quality of health care for every 
American. These bills are imperfect. Yet they represent a huge step fOrward in creating a more humane, effective, 
and sustainable health care system tbr every American. We have come further than we have ever come befOre. Only 
two steps remain. The House must adopt the Senate bill, and the President must sign it. .. Some dilTerences between 
the bills, such as the scope of the tax on high-cost plans and the allocation of premium subsidies, should be repaired 
through the reconciliation process ... The Senate bill accomplishes most of what both houses of Congress set out to 
do; it would largely realize the goals many Americans across the political spectrum espouse in achieving ncar 
universal coverage and real delivery reform."). 
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H. An Error of Miscalculation 

The statute and the legislative record put defenders of the IRS rule in the awkward 

position of arguing that it was so obviously Congress' intent to offer tax credits in federal 

Exchanges that over the course of almost a year of debate over the PPACA, it never occurred to 

anyone to express that intent out loud. A better explanation is that the PPACA's authors 

miscalculated when they assumed this incentive would lead states to establish Exchanges. Just 

as President Obama predicted that "by 2014, each state will set up what we're calling a health 

insurance exchange,"146 Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius proclaimed 

states were "very eager" to create health insurance exchanges and predicted most would quickly 

do so. 147 According to Sebelius, the end result would "very much be a State-based program."148 

If the PPACA's failme to authorize tax credits in federal Exchanges represents an error at all, it 

is that miscalculation. 

Such a miscalculation would be consistent with the widespread view among supporters 

that the public would grow to support the law over time, 149 or the view that the challenge brought 

146 Barack Obama, U.S President, Remarks on Health Insurance Reform in Portland, Maine (Apr. I, 2010), available 
at: http :1/www. whitehouse. go v /the-oress-o ffi cc/rcmarks-pres i dent -he a It h-i ns u rance-re f orrn -port land-ma i ne. 
147 Departments of Labor, Health and Human Sen• ices, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2011: 
Hearing Before the H. Comm. on Appropriations, !lith Cong. 170-171 (Mar. I 0, 20 I 0) (Statement of Kathleen 
Sebelius, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services), available at: 
hllp:i/www.gpo.gov/li.lsys/pkg/Cl!RG-III hhrg58233/pdi7CHRG-III hhrg58233.pdf. 

14S /(/. 

149 Sec, for example, Natlali Bendavid, Reid· Voters Like Health Law If They Understand It, \V ASHINGTON WIRE, 
Aug. 4, 2010, http://blogs. wsj .com/washwirc/20 I 0/08/04/reid-voters-1 ike-health-la\\'-i f-they-undcrstand-it/ 
(Quoting Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D): "It's very obvious that people have a Jack of understanding of our 
health care reform biii. .. The more people learn about this bill, the more they like it. .. Thc trend is turning all over 
America today ... Once you explain what's in the bill, the American people of course like it."); See also Susie 
Madrak, Gov. Ed Rendell: The More People Leam About the Health Care Bill, the More 11.ey Like It, CROOKS AND 
LIARS, Mar. 28, 20 10, http://crooksandliars.com/susie-madrak/gov-ed-rendell-more-peoplc-learn-abou (Quoting 
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against the law by state attorneys general was so lacking in merit that tederal courts should 

sanction the attorneys general. 150 Having created an enormous incentive for states to establish 

Exchanges, it likely never occurred to some of the Act's authors that states would decline. This 

interpretation also explains why the PPACA authorizes no funding for HHS to create federal 

Exchanges. 151 Its authors did not anticipate that such funds would be necessary. 152 

V. Assessing Other Potential Legal Rationales for the IRS Rule 

The IRS maintains that the "language, pmpose, and structure" of the PPACA support the 

extension of the tax credits to federal Exchanges. Yet as demonstrated above, neither the text, 

purpose, structure, nor history of the PPACA support the IRS rule. 

That does not end the arguments in favor of the rule, however. Insofar as the language of 

the PPACA would seem to bar the IRS rule, commentators have suggested several additional 

rationales in defense of the administrative extension of tax credits and subsidies to federal 

former Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell (D): "As more and more people get to understand what's in this bill, people 
are going to like it."). 

ISO See Timothy S. Jost, Sanction the 18 state AGs, THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL, Apr. 12,2010, 
http://mvw.law.com/jsp/nl j/legalti mes/PubA rlicleFriendly L T .jsp?id~ 120244 77 59851 &slrelurn~ I : 

As we all know, Rule II of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure requires an attorney filing a pleading in 
federal court to certifY that nthe claims, defenses, and other legal contentions are warranted by existing law" 
and "the factual contentions have evidentiary support." The court can sanction an attorney who violates this 
rule, including an obligation to pay the costs and reasonable attorney fees of the opposing party ... This 
complaint not only represents shockingly shoddy lawyering but should be recognized by the courts for what 
it in f.1ct is: A pleading whose key claims are without supp011 in the law and the facts. The attorneys who 
brought this case- solely for political purposes- should have to bear personally the cost of defending 
this litigation that they are imposing on federal taxpayers. 

lSI J. Lester Feder, 11/JS May Have Ia Get 'Creative' on Ew ... ·Jumge, POLITICO, Aug. 16, 2011, 
http:l/www.politico.com/news/stories/0811 /61513.html#ixzz I zaMIZBtO. 

ISZ To paraphrase another famous miscalculation, the PPACA's authors believed that when they reached states 
capitols, they would be greeted as liberators. See Anti-war Ad Says Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld & Rice "Lied" About 
Iraq, FACTCHECK, Sept. 25,2005, http://www.factcheck.org/irag/print anti-
war ad says bush cheney rumsfeld.html (Quoting Vice President Dick Cheney on the eve of the U.S.-Ied invasion 
oflraq: "\Ve will be greeted as liberators."). 
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exchanges. First, some suggest that the language of Section 140 I was a "scrivener's error" that 

the IRS, and any reviewing court, would be justified in disregarding. Alternatively, some suggest 

the plain text of Section 140 I should be disregarded because it would produce "absurd results" 

that undermine the purpose and intent of the PPACA. Third, some argue that, insofar as the text 

of Section 368 is ambiguous or unclear, particularly when read in light of subsequent 

amendments, the IRS should receive deference for its interpretation under the Chevron doctrine. 

Finally, some argue that statutes should be read in light of evaluations by Congressional 

agencies, such as the Congressional Budget Office, and that such an approach would support the 

IRS rule. Each of these arguments has a superficial plausibility. None withstand scrutiny. 

A. Scrivener's Error 

One possible argument in defense of the IRS rule is that the text of the PPACA contains a 

simple mistake that the IRS can and should disregard. Specifically, the claim is that Section 

140 I 's failure to reference federal Exchanges created pursuant to the authority in Section I 321 

was an error made in the drafting or transcribing of the legislation, and does not reflect 

legislative intent. Professor Timothy Jost, for instance, has argued that the textual limitation of 

tax credits and subsidies to state-run (i.e. section 1311) Exchanges is a "drafting error" that "is 

obvious to anyone who understands" the PPACA. 153 If the "error" is, in fact, "obvious," then it 

153 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the Federal £tchange Can O.Oi!r Premium Tat Credits, HEALTH REFORM WATCH, Sept. II, 
20 II, http://www.healthretbrmwatch.com/20 11/09/1 1/yes-thc-fcderal-exchange-can-ofter-premium-tax-credits/; see 
also Robert Pear, Brawling Over Health Care Moves to Rules on £tchanges, N.Y. Tit>.-tES, July 7, 2012 ("Some 
supporters of the law say Congress may have made a mistake in dratling this section."). Professor Jost has since 
abandoned this argument. See Timothy Jost, Tax Credits in Federally Faci/ilated Etchanges Are Consistent with 
the A.ffordable Care Acl 's Language and Histmy, HEALTH AFFAIRS BLOG, July 18, 2012 ("I agree with Cannon and 
Adler that the courts are unlikely to find the 'established by the state' language a 'scrivener's error."'). 

51 

40519



DRAFT- Notfor Citation 

may be the smt of error that a federal agency (and reviewing courts) should disregard as a 

"scrivener's error." 154 

A "scrivener's error" is supposed to be just that- a purely clerical error that could be 

attributed to a failed transcription or something of that smt. 155 A common example of this sort 

would be an error in punctuation that, when read literally, alters the meaning of a statutory 

provision or a mistaken cross-reference to the wrong subsection in a statute- say, mistaking "{i)" 

for "(ii)" or "Section 36B(B)(I)(b)" for "Section 36(B)(I)(b)," or something of that smt. These 

are the smts of mistakes a legislator could easily miss when reviewing 2,000 pages of statutory 

text or that could even be introduced into a statute when it is amended or transcribed- hence the 

name "scrivener's error." 

To establish that a statutory provision is a scrivener's error typically requires showing 

that it is implausible, not merely unlikely, that a statutory provision was drafted as its authors 

intended. As the Supreme Court explained in U.S. National Bank of Oregon v. Independent 

Insurance Agents of America, this will only be shown in the "unusual" case in which there is 

"overwhelming evidence from the structure, language, and subject matter of the law" that 

Congress could not have consciously adopted the language in the statute. 156 Similarly, in 

Appalachian Power Co. v. EPA, the D.C. Circuit explained that: 

154 See ANTON IN SCALIA & BRYAN A. GARNER, READING LAW: TilE INTERPRETATION OF LEGAL TEXTS 234 {201 2) 
("No one would contend that the mistake cannot be corrected if it is of the sort sometimes described as a 'scrivener's 
error.··· (citing Daniel A. Farber, Statu/my Interpretation and Legislative Supremacy, 78 GEO. L.J. 281, 289 ( 1989) 
("If the directive contains a typographical error, correcting the error can hardly be considered disobedience.n). 
155 In U.S National Bank of Oregon v. Jndep. lnsur. Agents of A mer., for example, a "scrivener's error"- in this 
case mistaken punctuation that changed the statute's meaning-- was characterized as "a mistake made by someone 
unfhmiliar with the law's object and design." 508 U.S. 439, 462 ( 1993). According to Justice Antonin Scalia a 
scrivener's error may be found ''where on the very face of the statute it is clear to the reader that a mistake of 
expression (rather than of legislative wisdom) has been made." ANTONIN SCALIA A MATTER OF INTERPRETATION: 
FEDERAL COURTS AND THE LAW 20 ( 1997). See also Andrew Gold, Absurd Results, Scrivener's Errors and 
Statuto/)' lnteiJJretation, 75 U. CtN. L. REV. 25, 56-60 (2006). 

156 508 U.S. 439, 462 (I 993). 
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We will not ... invoke this rule to ratify an interpretation that abrogates the enacted 
statutory text absent an extraordinarily convincing justification because ... the court's 
role is not to correct the text so that it better serves the statute's purposes, for it is the 
function of the political branches not only to define the goals but also to choose the 
means for reaching them .... Theretore, for the [agency] to avoid a literal interpretation . 
. . , it must show either that, as a matter of historical fact, Congress did not mean what it 
appears to have said, or that, as a matter of logic and statutory structure, it almost surely 
could not have meant it. 157 

Further, the showing must be exceedingly strong for a reviewing court to disregard the statute's 

text, as the legislature is always fi·ee to correct its own mistakes. As Justice Kennedy noted for a 

unanimous court in Lmnie v. U.S. Trustee, "If Congress enacted into law something different 

fi·om what it intended, then it should amend the statute to conform it to its intent."158 Where a 

"scrivener's error" is found an implementing agency or reviewing court is justified in 

disregarding the literal text ofthe statute insofar as this is necessary to correct the mistake, but no 

farther. The discovery of a scrivener's enor is not a justitication for writing a statute anew. 159 

Given the PPACA's unusual (and somewhat hurried) legislative history, one could 

anticipate that there are scrivener's errors of one sort or another in the Act. As Justice Stevens 

observed, "a busy Congress is fully capable of enacting a scrivener's error into law," 160 and the 

Congress that passed the PPACA was extraordinarily busy. Sure enough, some such errors can 

be found in the Act. For example, there is a textbook scrivener's error in the very clause where 

157 249 F.Jd 1032 (D.C. Cir. 2001) (intemal quotations and citations omitted); see also U.S. v. X-Citement Video, 
513 U.S. 64, 82 (1994) (Scalia, J., dissenting) (the "sine qua non" of the doctrine "'is that the meaning genuinely 
intended but inadequately expressed must be absolutely clear; otherwise we might be rewriting the statute rather 
than correcting a technical mistake.''). 
158 540 U.S. 526, 542 (2004); see also U.S. v. Granderson, 511 U.S. 39, 68 ( 1994) ("It is beyond our province to 
rescue Congress from its dralling errors and to provide for what we might think ... the preferred result."). 
159 As the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit explained: 

Lest it "obtain a license to rewrite the statute," however, we do not give an agency alleging a scrivener's 
error the benefit of Chevron step hvo deference, by which the COUJ1 credits any reasonable construction of 
an ambiguous statute. Rather, the agency "may deviate no further fi·om the statute than is needed to protect 
congressional intent.'' 

Appalachian Power Co. v. EPA, 249 F.3d 1032, 1043 (D.C. Cir. 2001) (internal citation omitted). 
160 Koons Buick, Pontiac, GMC, Inc. v. Nigh, 543 U.S. 50, 65 (2004) (Stevens concurring). 
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PPACA restricts tax credits to state-run Exchanges. Section 1401 amended the Internal Revenue 

Code to make taxpayers eligible for premium-assistance tax credits if they enroll in a qualified 

health plan "through an Exchange established by the State under 1311 of the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act." 161 Obviously, the authors inadvertently omitted the word "section" 

before "131 1." The Act contains dozens of references to "section 1311 ," including a reference 

elsewhere in section 140 I that uses identical language but includes the word "section." 162 The 

omission of"section" is a clear scrivener's error. It is an error of transcription, and the language 

is open to no other interpretation. 

Another textbook scrivener's error exists in the section ofPPACA that creates the 

Independent Payment Advisory Board. 163 Subsection (f)(l) details the requirements for a type of 

joint resolution mentioned in "subsection (e)(3)(B)." 164 Yet subsection (e)(3)(B) makes no 

mention of joint resolutions. The authors clearly meant to refer to subsection (e)(3)(A). It is there 

that the Act first mentions the joint resolution in question. Subsection (e)(3)(A) even contains a 

cross-reference: it states that the joint resolution is "described in subsection (!)(1)." 165 The use of 

"(B)" instead of"(A)" is a textbook scrivener's error. It is an error of transcription, and is open to 

no other interpretation. 

In contrast to these provisions, the failure to authorize tax credits for insurance purchased 

through federal exchanges is not a "scrivener's error." As noted above, there is ample evidence 

that the language of the statute provides for what at least some of its authors intended. This is 

sufficient to defeat a scrivener's error claim. The alleged error here is also more significant than 

161 Patient Protection and A!lordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1401, 124 Stat. 119,213 (2010). 

162 /d. 

163 !d. § 3403(1)( I); 42 U.S.C. § 1395kkk. 
164 42 U.S.C. § 1395kkk(t)(l). 
165 42 U.S.C. § 1395kkk(e)(3)(A)(ii). 

54 

40522



DRAFT- Not for Cilation 

the sort typically recognized as a scrivener's error. Section 140 I specifically references the sm1 

of Exchanges eligible for tax credits (Exchanges "established by the State") and the relevant 

section ( 1311 ). It makes no mention of federally run Exchanges or Section 1321. A legislator 

reviewing the relevant language could not claim that they did not realize the statutory cross-

reference excluded federal Exchanges because the clear text of the statute does as well. 

There is also no evidence we have been able to identify to suggest that the failure to 

reference Section 1321 in Section 140 I could have been an error of transcription or something of 

that sort. We have been unable to identify text in any previous iteration of the law-something 

equivalent to the IRS rule's "or 1321 "-which a legislative staffer or someone else might have 

mistranscribed or inadvertently dropped in order to produce the result the IRS rule seeks to alter. 

In every material respect, the final version of the PPACA 's relevant provisions is identical to 

previous drafts of the Finance Committee bill. However many such errors there may be in the 

Act, the failure to authorize tax credits for the purchase of health insurance in federally run 

Exchanges is not among them. 

Further, in order to establish the existence of a scrivener's error that could be corrected 

by agency regulation, the IRS would have to do more than show that Congress "clearly did not 

mean" 166 to create a presumably undesirable scenario in which the PPACA's "community rating" 

price controls and individual mandate would take effect but the tax credits would not. The IRS 

would have to meet the more difficult test of showing that Congress could not have intended to 

produce such a result. Supporters of the rule would have to show, as Jost claims, "There is no 

166 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the Federal £-.:change Can Offer Premium Tax Credits, HEALTH REFOR~·I WATCH, Sept. II, 
20 11 , http://ww\\' .healthreformwatch.comi20 I I /09/11/ycs-the-federal-exchange-can-offer-premium- tax -credits/. 
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coherent policy reason why Congress would have refused premium tax credits to the citizens of 

states that ended up with a federal exchange."167 

The IRS cannot meet this test either. The record clearly shows that PPACA supporters 

had a coherent policy reason for withholding tax credits fi·om uncooperative states. They 

considered it a viable means of encouraging states to implement the law. Not only is it plausible 

that Congress wanted to restrict tax credits to state-run Exchanges, that restriction is an essential 

part of the Act because it is the primary means of enforcing the directive that states "shall" create 

Exchanges. The HCERA's explicit authorization of tax credits and subsidies through territorial 

Exchanges, and the HELP bill's explicit authorization of credits through federal Gateways, 

further imply that PPACA's authors made a deliberate choice not to include such an 

authorization in federal Exchanges. The record further shows that PPACA supporters 

contemplated and even created scenarios like what would exist in federal Exchanges, where 

community-rating price controls would operate without tax credits or subsidies to mitigate the 

resulting instability. 168 Such a policy may not be wise or fair. It may even undermine the goal of 

expanding health insurance coverage to the uninsured. But it is a sufficiently plausible account of 

Congressional intent to defeat a claim of a scrivener's error. 169 

The feature that the IRS rule seeks to "correct" fails both parts of the scrivener's-error 

test. Omitting an entire clause or paragraph authorizing two new entitlements is not an error of 

transcription. It is not equivalent to omitting the word "section" when referring to Section 131 I, 

nor to mistyping "(B)" where only "(A)" makes sense. Further, there is a perfectly reasonable 

explanation for why the PPACA would mean what it says: The PPACA's authors sought to offer 

167 /d. 

168 See infra. 
169 See, e.g., Lamie, 540 U.S. (noting potential reasons Congress may have desired the result the alleged error 
created). 
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tax credits and subsidies as an incentive to encourage states to create Exchanges. For purposes of 

the scrivener's-error test, it is sufficient to show that this interpretation is plausible. The 

PPACA's legislative history, as recounted above, shows this explanation is not only plausible, 

but is actually the best explanation available. 

B. Absurd Results 

A related argument for discarding the plain meaning of the statutory text is that a literal 

application of the statutory text will produce such an absurd result that Congress could not have 

intended it. 170 As the Supreme Court explained in United States v. Ron Pair Ente1prises, if"'the 

literal application of a statute will produce a result demonstrably at odds with the intentions of its 

drafters,' ... the intention of the drafters, rather than the strict language, controls." 171 In such 

cases, an implementing agency or reviewing court would be justified in construing a statute in 

such a way as would prevent the absurd result. Again, however, this argument requires more than 

demonstrating that a literal application of the statutory text would be undesirable or 

170 See, e.g., United States v. X-Citcment Video, Inc., 513 U.S. 64,68-69 (1994) (rejecting the "most natural 
grammatical reading" of a statute to avoid "absurd" results). The most famous, or perhaps infamous, application of 
this rule is Holy Trinity Church v. United States, 143 U.S. 457,459-60 (1892) ("It is a familiar rule. that a thing 
may be within the letter of the statute and yet not within the statute, because not within its spirit nor within the 
intention of its makers .... If a literal construction of the words of a statute be absurd, the act must be so construed 
as to avoid the absurdity."). Since Holy Trinity, courts have become decidedly less willing to find that the plain 
language of a statute produces "absurd results" justifying an agency departure from the statutory text. See generally, 
John Manning, The Absurdity Doctrine, 116 HARV. L. REV. 2387 (2003); see also Andrew Gold, Absurd Results. 
Scrivener's Errors and Stalutmy lnte1pretation, 75 U. CIN. L. REV. 25 (2006). 
171 489 U.S. 235, 242 (1989) (quoting Griffin v. Oceanic Contractors, Inc., 458 U.S. 564, 571 ( 1982)). 
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objectionable to some portion of those who supported or advocated the law's passage. It 

requires that the result would be truly "absurd" or unimaginable. 172 

In order to avail itself of the "absurd results" argument, the IRS could argue that denying 

tax credits to otherwise qualifying individuals who reside in states that fail to create their own 

Exchanges would compromise the PPACA's stated goal of increasing access to affordable health 

insurance, particularly if a large number of states were to refuse to create their own Exchanges. 

Specifically, one consequence of the PPACA imposing the community-rating requirement on 

health insurance sold in federal Exchanges without the presumably stabilizing influence of 

premium-assistance tax credits would be to destabilize insurance markets, as health insurance 

premiums would rise and many low-income families would be unable to afford health insurance 

as a result. Ensuring the availability of tax credits and subsidies in federal exchanges could 

address this problem. Yet the mere existence of unwanted effects from a statutory reform is 

insufficient to show that a statute will produce truly "absurd" results, let alone demonstrate that 

the language is different than that intended by Congress. 

No legislation pursues a single goal without regard for costs or competing priorities. 173 

However much legislators seek to pursue a particular goal, they may still conclude a statute 

"should reach so far and no farther." 174 Trade-offs are omnipresent, and there is rarely a statute 

that does not contain some provision that tampers or moderates the statute's overall goal. 

Further, and perhaps more importantly, a law reflects a deal or compromise made among 

172 See, e.g., Garcia v. United States, 469 U.S. 70, 75 (1984) (''only the most extraordinary showing of contrary 
intentions\) can justify ignoring statuto!)' text); United States v. Wiltberger, 18 U.S. (5 Wheat.) 76, 96 ( 1820) 
(Marshall, C.J.) ("The case must be a strong one indeed, which wouldjustif)' a Court in departing from the plain 
meaning of words . .. in search of an intention which the words themselves did not suggest."). 
173 See Frank 1-l. Easterbrook, Statutes' Domains, 50 U. CHI. L. REV. 533, 541 ( l983)(''No matter how good the end 
in view, achievement of the end will have some cost, and at some point the cost will begin to exceed the benefits."). 

l74 /d. 
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multiple legislative blocs, and rarely embodies all of one bloc's preferences. 175 This is 

particularly true when, as here, legislation passes without a vote to spare. Thus there is no reason 

to privilege one group's preferences or stated intent over the plain meaning of the statute that 

they all approved. And, as already suggested, there is an entirely plausible explanation for the 

statutory structure that Congress adopted: Conditioning the availability of tax credits on state 

creation of a health insurance Exchange was a method of encouraging state cooperation. 176 

Even though restricting tax credits to state-run Exchanges could frustrate the law's goal 

of expanding health insurance coverage, this would not be a sufticiently "absurd" result to justify 

disregarding the plain text of the Act. The plain meaning of section 1401 is not absurd for the 

same reason it is not implausible that Congress could have meant what it said: the lack of tax 

credits in federal Exchanges is just one manifestation ofPPACA supporters' willingness to 

induce adverse selection in insurance markets in pursuit of other goals. 

For those who find it implausible Congress would enact health insurance regulations that 

could destabilize markets and reduce coverage, the exchange provisions are but one example of 

Congress doing exactly that through the PPACA. In at least two other instances, Congress 

displayed an even higher tolerance for iatrogenic instability than what it created in federal 

Exchanges. PPACA's legislative history provides further evidence of this tolerance. 

One example is the Act's imposition of community-rating price controls on health 

insurance for children. The Act imposed these price controls with neither a mandate nor 

subsidies to encourage low risks to remain in the market. This provision took effect on 

September 23, 20 10--six months after the PPACA 's enactment, and more than three years 

175 See William tvl. Landes & Richard A. Posner, The Independent Judicimy in an Interest-Group Perspective, 18 
J.L. & ECON. 875, 876 ( 1975); George J. Stigler, The The01y of Economic Regulation, 2 BELL. J. ECON. & MGMT. 
Scl.3,3 (1971). 
176 This structure also served to provide the Senate Finance Committee with jurisdiction over the bill. See infra. 
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before families with children would become subject to the individual mandate or be eligible for 

tax credits or subsidies. As a result, 39 states reported that at least one carrier left the child-only 

market, and in 17 of those states the market completely collapsed. In some cases, the PPACA 

caused the market to collapse before the price controls even took effect. 177 

Another example is a new government-run long-term care insurance program authorized 

by PPACA and known as the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports Act, or 

CLASS Act. By law, premiums in that program may not vary according to an applicant's risk. 

Congress neither imposed a mandate requiring low-risk individuals to participate in this 

program, nor created tax credits or subsidies to encourage low risks to participate. Prior to 

enactment, independent observers warned that the community-rating price controls would induce 

adverse selection and make the program highly unstable, 178 a reality the Obama administration 

acknowledged in 20 II. 179 Congress enacted it anyway. 

177 U.S. SENATE, COMM. ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS, RANKING MEMBER REPORT: HEALTH 
CARE REFORM LAW'S IMPACT ON CHII.D·ONLY HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES (Aug. 2, 2011 ), available a!: 
http://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Child-
On ly%20Health%201nsurance%20Report%20Aug%202. %2020 Il.pdf. 
178 CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES, OFFICE OF THE ACTUARY, ESTIMATED FINANCIAL EFFECTS OF 
THE 'AMERICA'S AFFORDABLE HEAL Til CHOICES ACT OF 2009' (H.R. 3962), AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE ON 
NOVEMBER 7, 2009 (Nov. 13, 2009), available at: http://\\"w.cms.gov/Rcscarch-Statistics-Data·and
Systems/Researchl Actuaria1Studies/downloads/HR3962 2009-ll-13.pdf. See also AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
ACTUARIES, CRITICAL ISSUES IN HEALTH REFORM COMMUNITY LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICE AND SUPPORTS ACT 
(CLASS) (Nov. 2009), available at: http:l/www.acluary.org/pdf/health/class nov09.pdf; CENTERS FOR MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID SERVICES, OFFICE OF THE ACTUARY, ESTIMATED FINANCIAL EFFECTS OF THE 'PATIENT PROTECTION 
AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT,' AS AMENDED (Apr. 22, 20 l 0), https://w'v'v.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and
SystemsiResearch/ AcluarialStudies/downloads/PPACA 20 I 0-04-22.pd0; DEP'T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, OFFICE OF THE CLASS ACTUARY, ACTUARIAL REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF CLASS BENEFIT PLANS 
33-35 (Sepl. 20, 2011), available at: http://aspc.hhs.gov/daltcplrepOI1s/2011/class/appO.pdf("lt is not a coincidence 
that many experts have maintained that adverse selection is the major obstacle for the CLASS program. Any 
workable design must address it in order to receive certification as an actuarially sound plan"). 
179 Sam Baker, HHS decision erases nearly $1 0()8 of projected savings ji"OJn reform law, THE HILL'S 
IIEALTHWATCH, Ocl. 14, 20 II, http:/lthehill.com/blogslhealthwalch/health-reform-implcmentation/187727-hhs
decision-erases-nearly-1 OOb-of-projected-savings-from-reform-law ("The Obama administration's decision Friday to 
scrap a controversial insurance program wiped out nearly $100 billion of the projected savings ffom the healthcare 
reform law. Oflicials at the Health and Human Services Department announced they will no longer try to implement 
the CLASS program, which was designed to provide insurance for long-term care. By suspending the CLASS Act, 
Ill-IS also erases about 40 percent of the savings the healthcare reform was supposed to generate tOr the 
government."). 
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These examples show that the lack of tax credits in federal Exchanges is consistent with 

the high tolerance for adverse selection evident elsewhere in the Act, and reinforces that this is 

not the sort of "absurd" result that would justify ignoring clear statutory text. Congress clearly 

contemplated allowing community-rating price controls to operate in the absence of credits or 

subsidies that might mitigate the resulting instability. Since PPACA does more to mitigate 

adverse selection in federal Exchanges than in either the child-only market or the CLASS Act-

Congress imposed an individual mandate that would take effect at the same time federal 

Exchanges would begin operating-there is nothing about the lack of tax credits in federal 

Exchanges to suggest a departure fi·om congressional intent, absurd or otherwise. Each of these 

three features, moreover, appeared in one or both of the PPACA 's antecedents. 180 

Some supporters of the rule might offer the following absurd-results argument in an 

effort to show that the exchange provisions produce absurd results across the board. The plain 

text of Section 1312 appears to limit access to health insurance Exchanges to individuals who 

reside "in the state that established the Exchange."181 Taken literally, this subsection would 

One might argue that the CLASS Act is not an apt example ofPPACA supporters' tolerance for adverse 
selection, because the law requires it to be self-sustaining and HHS has suspended implementation due to the 
Department's inability to develop a sustainable model tOr the program. But if the IRS were to claim Congress would 
not have enacted community-rating price controls without also subsidizing low-risk consumers, the CLASS Act is 
an example of Congress doing just that. Moreover, the non-partisan Congressional Research Service has written that 
federal courts could order I-IHS to implement the CLASS Act even if it is not sustainable. See Avik Roy, 
Congressional Research Service: Courts Could Force !-!HS to lmplemenl CLASS Act, Despite Its lnsoh'ency, 
FORBES, Feb. l, 2012, http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/20 12/02/0 l/congrcssional-rcscarch-scrvicc-courts-could-
f o rce-hhs-to-i m pie men t -class-act -despite-its-i nso I vency /. 
180 Affordable Health Choices Act, S. 1697, Ill ili Cong. Sec. 190 and Sec. 191, pp. 228-281, (2009). ; Affordable 
Health Choices Act, S. 1697, Ill •h Cong. Sec. I 0 I, pp. 8-30, (2009); America's Healthy Future Act of 2009, S. 
1796, lllili Cong. Sec. 1001, pp. 14-24 (2009). 

181 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1312, 124 Stat. 184 (20 I 0) amended by 
Sec. 10104(i) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of2010: 

(I) QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS AND EMPLOYERS; ACCESS LIMITED TO CITIZENS AND LAWFUL 
RESIDENTS.-

( I) QUALIFIED IND!YIDUALS.-In this title: 
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mean that no one would be eligible to purchase health insurance through a federal Exchange, 

because no state established that Exchange. This cannot have been Congress' intent. lt would be 

absurd to claim that Congress wanted the federal government to create fallback Exchanges yet 

not allow anyone to enroll in them. The only reasonable interpretation is that Congress intended 

for all the same rules to apply to federal and state-run Exchanges. 

Assuming arguendo that this language does not retlect congressional intent, it 

neve1theless would not create an absurd result that would allow the IRS to override the clear 

language of Section 140 I. The possibility that a literal reading of the language governing 

individuals' eligibility to enter an Exchange might lead to an absurd result does not imply that 

the language governing individuals' eligibility for tax credits within an Exchange also produces 

an absurd result. Put differently, if Congress intended to allow qualified individuals to enter 

either state-run or federal Exchanges, then that fact would not imply that Congress intended for 

them to be able to access tax credits through both types of Exchange. Indeed, all the foregoing 

evidence demands the opposite conclusion. It is entirely possible that Congress intended state-

run and federal Exchanges to be similar in some ways but different in others, and that is what the 

plain language of the Act and its antecedent bills require. Even if Section 1312 produces a literal 

absurdity, the text of Section 1401 does not. It laboriously restricts tax credits to state-run 

Exchanges ("established by a state" and "under Section 1311 "). When viewed in the light of the 

rest of the Act, and the Finance and HELP committee bills, the evidence overwhelmingly shows 

that Congress did not intend to authorize tax credits in both types of Exchange. To conclude 

(A) IN GENERAL.-The term ·•qualified individual" means, with respect to an Exchange, an individual 
who---

(i) is seeking to enroll in a qualified health plan in the individual market offered through the Exchange; 
and 

(ii) resides in the State that established the Exchange. 
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otherwise would undermine congressional intent by disregarding the express language of Section 

1401 and draining Section 1311's "shall" of force and meaning. 

Even if the consequences of enforcing the plain language of Section 140 I would strike 

some as "absurd," this does not give the IRS "license to rewrite the statute."182 Rather, where an 

agency concludes that literal enforcement of the statutory text would thwart congressional intent 

"it may deviate no further from the statute than is needed to protect congressional intent." 183 

This, in turn, calls upon a reviewing court to consult other sources of legislative intent so as to 

I I I . . . ,. d . d d 184 ensure t 1at t 1e aw m question IS app 1e as mten e . 

C. Chevron DefeJ'encc 

Another argument in support of the IRS rule is that the IRS should receive Chevron 

deference in its interpretation of the relevant PPACA provisions. According to Professor Jost, 

the IRS' interpretation should prevail, if for no other reason than under Chevron USA v. Natural 

Resources Defense Counci/185 the "official construction of an ambiguous statute should be 

accorded deference by any reviewing court."186 Thus even if Section 1401 appears to be clear 

and unambiguous when read in isolation, the IRS could argue that the text and structure of the 

law as a whole creates sufficient ambiguity about the operation of this provision to trigger 

182 See Mova Pharm. Corp. v. Shalala, 140 F.3d 1060, 1068 (D.C. Cir. 1998). 

ISJ /d. 

184 See Public Citizen v. U.S. Department of Justice, 491 U.S. 440, 454 { 1989)("\Vhcrc the literal reading of a 
statutory term would 'compel an odd result,' we must search for other evidence of congressional intent to lend the 
term its proper scope."). 
185 467 U.S. 837 (I 984). 
186 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the Federal Exchange Can Offer Premium TtL-.: Credits, IIEALTH REFORM WATCH, Sept. II, 
20 I I , http://www .hcalthrefbrmwatch.com/20 ll/09/ II /yes-the-federal-exchange-can-offer-premium-tax -credits/. 
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Chevron deference. 187 So, for instance, Jost argues the HCERA "creates an ambiguity in the law 

that the IRS can resolve through its rule-making power."188 I-I ere again, arguments in defense of 

the IRS rule falter. 

Chevron outlined a two-step inquiry tor courts to apply when evaluating agency 

interpretations of federal statutes. In step one, the reviewing court considers the statutory text to 

determine "whether Congress has directly spoken to the precise question at issue."189 If so, the 

statute controls, "for the coutt, as well as the agency, must give effect to the unambiguously 

expressed intent ofCongress."190 If the reviewing cowt concludes that the statute is "silent or 

ambiguous," however, and determines that interpretive authority has been delegated to the 

agency, the court must defer to the agency's statutory interpretation, so long as it "is based on a 

permissible construction of the statute." 191 At this second step, the agency's interpretation is 

given "controlling weight" unless it is "arbitrary, capricious, or manifestly contrary to the 

statute."192 

Although there has been some suggestion that Chevron is not applicable to IRS or even 

Treasury Department regulations, the Supreme Court has recently reaffirmed that this approach 

applies "with full force in the tax context."193 "Filling gaps in the Internal Revenue Code plainly 

187 The Supreme Court has endorsed the idea that statutory provisions should be read in light of the entire statutory 
structure. See, e.g., Food & Drug Admin. v. Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp., 529 U.S. 120, 133 (2000) (A 
court must ... interpret the statute "as a symmetrical and coherent regulatory scheme"). (internal quotation 
omitted)). 
188 David Hogberg, Companies Could Challenge ObamaCare Employer Fines, INVESTOR~S BUSINESS DAILY, Sept. 
16, 20 II, http:i/news.investors.com/article/585053/20 II 09161746/companies-could-challenge-obamacare
employerM ti ncs.htln. 
189 Chevron, 467 U.S. at 842. 
190 !d. at 842-43. 
191 /d. at 843. 
192 Id at 844. 
193 See Mayo Foundation lor Medical Education and Research v. United States, 13 I S.Ct. 704, 713 (2011). 
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requires the Treasury Department to make interpretive choices for statutory implementation,"194 

but the Treasury Department (and IRS) arc entitled to no extra leeway or special treatment. 

Further, while Chevron is quite permissive to agency interpretations, such deference only applies 

once a court has concluded a statute is ambiguous. The reviewing court owes the agency "no 

deference" on the question of whether a statute is ambiguous in the first place. 195 

In matters where the IRS's interpretation of a statute creates a tax that Congress did not 

expressly authorize, the agency's interpretation is arguably due less deference than normal. The 

fi·amers of the Constitution considered the power to tax so dangerous that they required that "All 

Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives" 196 because that 

chamber is closest to the people. If an IRS rule attempts something that the Constitution forbids 

even to the Senate, that rule deserves heightened scrutiny. 

Ambiguity alone does not trigger Chevron deference, however. 197 As the Court has made 

clear in recent years, most notably in United States v. Aiead C01p., 198 the basis for according 

deference to agency interpretations of ambiguous statutes is the conclusion that Congress has 

delegated such interpretive authority to the agency. Chevron applies only "when it appears that 

Congress delegated authority to the agency generally to make rules carrying the force of law, and 

that the agency interpretation claiming deference was promulgated in the exercise of that 

194 Mayo Fdn, 131 S.Ct. at 713. 
195 SeeRy. Labor Exec. Ass'n v. Nat'! Mediation Bd., 29 F.3d 655, 671 (D.C.Cir.l994) (en bane) (The first question, 
whether there is such an ambiguity, is for the court, and we owe the agency no deference on the existence of 
ambiguity.") (internal citation omitted). 
196 US. Canst. art. I,§ 7. 
197 See Michigan v. EPA. 268 F.3d 1075, 1082 (D.C.Cir.2001) ("Mere ambiguity in a statute is not evidence of 
congressional delegation of authority.") (citations omitted). 
198 533 u.s. 218 (2001). 
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authority." 199 Further, notes Professor Adrian Vermeule, "the default rule nms against 

delegation. Unless the reviewing court affirmatively finds that Congress intended to delegate 

interpretive authority to the particular agency at hand, in the pm1icular statutory scheme at hand, 

Chevron deference is not due and the Chevron two-step is not to be invoked."200 

The IRS' primary argument is that its interpretation is "consistent with" the statute and 

that there is no evidence in "the relevant legislative history" to "demonstrate that Congress 

intended to limit the premium tax credit to State Exchanges."201 In effect, the IRS is arguing that 

since the PPACA does not preclude the agency's interpretation, that interpretation should 

control. 

This rationale for the rule cannot satisfy Chevron step one. To claim that an agency 

action is consistent with a statute is not even an assertion, much less a showing of ambiguity. A 

lack of evidence (in the "relevant" legislative history) that Congress intended to forbid an agency 

action is likewise not enough to demonstrate a statutory ambiguity, let alone to justify Chevron 

deference. Agencies have no inherent powers, only delegated ones.202 Agencies, including the 

IRS, "are creatures of statute ... [that]may act only because, and only to the extent that, 

Congress affirmatively has delegated them the power to act."203 When Congress is silent on a 

199 Mead, 533 U.S. at 226--27; see also Adams Fruit Co. v. Barrett, 494 U.S. 638,649 (1990); Dunn v. Commodity 
Futures Trading Comm'n, 519 U.S. 465, 479 n.l4 ( 1997) (explaining that Chevron deference "arises out of 
background presumptions of congressional intent" (citing Smiley v. Citibank (S.D.), 517 U.S. 735, 740-41 ( 1996))); 
Merrill & Hickman, at 863 {observing that "[t]he Court ... has rather consistently opted for the congressional intent 
themy" as the legal foundation for Chevron deference). 
200 See Adrian Venneule, Introduction: Mead in the Trenches, 71 GEO. WASH. L. REV. 347, 348 (2003). 
201 Department ofthe Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, Health Insurance Premium Tar Credit, 77 FEDERAL 
REGISTER 30378 (May 23, 2012), available at: http://wmv.gpo.gov/ti:lsys/pkg/FR-2012-05-23/pdll2012-12421.pdf. 

202 See Bowen v. Georgetown Univ. Hasp., 488 U.S. 204, 208 ( 1988) (''his axiomatic that an administrative 
agency's power to promulgate legislative regulations is limited to the authority delegated by Congress."); La. Pub. 
Serv. Comm'n v. FCC, 476 U.S. 355, 374 ( 1986) ("[A]n agency literally has no power to act ... unless and until 
Congress confers power upon it."). 
203 American Bus Ass'n v. Slater, 231 F .30 I, 9 (D.C. Cir. 2000) (Scntcllc, j., concurring). 
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question, such as whether an agency has authority to issue tax credits, or authorize entitlement 

spending in the form of refundable credits or cost-sharing subsidies, or levy taxes on employers, 

one should presume that the authority does not exist. 

The D.C. Circuit has expressly rejected the proposition that Chevron step one is satisfied 

"any time a statute does not expressly negate the existence of a claimed administrative 

power."204 In American Bar Association v. Federal Trade Commission, for example, the court 

forcefully rejected the FTC's claim that it could interpret a statute to provide a source of 

regulatory authority because "no language in the statute" expressly provided otherwise.205 

Similarly, in Railway Labor Executives' Association v. Nationallvfediation Board, the D.C. 

Circuit rejected the proposition that an agency could "presume delegation of power from 

Congress absent an express withholding of such power."206 As the Court explained: 

To presume ... that Chevron step two is implicated any time a statute does not expressly 
negate the existence of a claimed administrative powet· (i.e. when the statute is not 
written in "thou shalt not" terms), is ... flatly unfaithful to the principles of 
administrative law.207 

Even if the IRS were able to satisfY Chevmn step one by convincing a court that the 

relevant portions of the PPACA are sufficiently ambiguous to justifY an IRS interpretation, the 

IRS rule would still fail. Reaching step two of the Chevron test does not give agencies free rein. 

For an agency's interpretation to prevail at step two, it must still be consistent with the relevant 

statutory text. Thus even if the IRS could demonstrate that the PPACA is ambiguous, it would 

have to argue that its rule is consistent with what Congress actually enacted and the President 

signed into law. As the foregoing discussion of the statute's text, structure, and history should 

2
0-t Ry. Labor Executives' Ass'n v. Nat'l Mediation Bd., 29 F.3d 655, 671 (D.C. Cir. 1994); see also Am. Bar Ass'n 

v. FTC, 460 F.3d 457, 468 (D.C. Cir. 2005)(same). 
205 Am. Bar Ass 'n, 430 F.3d at 468. 
206 Ry. Labor E'(eclllives' Ass 'n, 29 F .3d at 659 (emphasis in original). 
207 /d. at 671. 
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make clear, this would be difticult to do. The IRS's interpretation is decidedly inconsistent with 

the statute's repeated and consistent use of language restricting tax credits to Exchanges 

"established by the state under section 1311." 

Suppose, however, the IRS were able to convince a reviewing court that the PPACA is 

ambiguous on whether it limits tax credits to state-based Exchanges. The IRS would also need to 

demonstrate that this ambiguity was evidence of an implicit delegation of authority to interpret 

the statute in a way that would authorize the creation of new tax credits, new entitlement 

spending, and new taxes on employers and individuals, beyond the purview of the traditional 

legislative appropriations process. This is not the so1t of authority one should lightly presume 

Congress delegated to an Agency. To paraphrase the Supreme Court, Congress does not hide 

such "elephants in mouseholes. "208 

!fan ambiguity of that sort were sufticient to trigger full Chevron deference to this sort of 

agency action, ambiguities in tax-related statutes could become so substantial a fount ofiRS 

power that it would raise difficult constitutional questions.209 A1ticle I, Section 8 vests all 

legislative power in the Congress, and Article I, Section 9 provides that "No Money shall be 

drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law."21° For an 

agency to claim unilateral authority to interpret a statute so as to draw money fi·om the Treasury 

-in this case, through entitlement spending in the fonn of refundable tax credits and cost-sharing 

subsidies- is to assert authority of questionable constitutional validity. The same applies to the 

20s See Whitman v. Am. Trucking Ass'ns~ 531 U.S. 457 (200 I) ("[Congress] does not ... hide elephants in 
mouseholes. ''). 
209 

See Jonathan T. Molot, Reexamining jHarbwy in the Administralh•e Stale: A Structural and lnstitlllional Defense 
of Judicial Power over Statutmy Interpretation, 96 Nw. U. L. REV. 1239, 1282 (2002) ("If administrators were given 
final authority on issues of statutory construction this shitl in power would substantially undermine our 
constitutional commitment to representative government."). 
210 U.S. Const. art. !, § 8, § 9. 
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taxing power, which the Constitution likewise reserves solely to Congress.211 It is a longstanding 

principle that courts are to avoid those statutory interpretations that would raise difficult 

constitutional questions.212 This is true even where a statute is sufficiently ambiguous that it 

might otherwise justify Chevron deference. 213 

ll would be one thing if Congress were to expressly delegate authority to the IRS to 

provide premium assistance under general conditions that the IRS could then clarify and define. 

Here, however, the IRS is claiming the authority to authorize tax credits and entitlement 

spending beyond the express limits imposed by Congress. Yet the IRS' position is not that its 

interpretation is compelled by the PPACA, only that it is "consistent with" it. This means the 

decision to provide such tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies is being made not by Congress, 

where such power has been vested, but by the IRS. The IRS position, at heart, is that Congress 

has enacted an ambiguous statute and thereby delegated to the IRS the discretionary authority to 

decide whether or not tax credits, subsidies, and taxes are authorized in states that do not 

establish Exchanges. This is authority Congress would not grant lightly, and is cettainly not the 

sort of authority to be found in an alleged ambiguity within statutory text. Thus even if one were 

to conclude Section 1401 of the PPACA is ambiguous, it would still not justify deference to the 

IRS. 

Supporters of the rule point to language in the PPACA granting the IRS authority to 

promulgate regulations to implement the law as authority for the IRS rule. Professor Jost, for 

211 U.S. Const. art. 1, § 8. 

212 See, e.g., Edward J. DeBartolo Corp. v. Florida Gulf Coast Building & Constr. Trades Council, 485 U.S. 568, 
575 ( 1988) ("where an otherwise acceptable construction of a statute would raise serious constitutional problems, 
the Court will construe the statute to avoid such problems unless such construction is plainly contrary to the intent of 
Congress."); Bowen v. Georgetown University Hospital, 488 U.S. 204, 208~09 (1988). 
213 See Solid Waste Agy North. Cook Cty. v. U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers, 531 U.S. 159 (2001) ("Where an 
administrative interpretation of a statute invokes the outer limits of Congress' power, we expect a clear indication 
that Congress intended that result."). 
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example, argues, "Section 36B(g) gives the Secretary of the Treasury the responsibility of 

issuing regulations to implement section 36B. This includes the authority to reconcile 

ambiguities in the statute, such as the inconsistency" created by the information-repmting 

requirement.214 Yet giving the Secretary the power to "prescribe such regulations as may be 

necessary to carry out the provisions of this section"215 does not give the Secretary the power to 

issue this rule. It is not necessary to impose unauthorized taxes, issue unauthorized tax credits, 

dispense unauthorized subsidies to private health insurance companies, or create two 

unauthorized entitlements for individuals, in order to implement the one entitlement section 140 I 

does authorize, or to carry out its reporting requirement. Nor is it necessary to alter the 

"aggregate amount[s] of any advance payment[s] of such credit or reductions"216 in order to 

report on those amounts, or otherwise carry out the provisions of this section. Subsection 36B(g) 

simply does not give the IRS the authority to issue this rule. 

Supporters of the IRS rule claim to have found one potential source of statutory 

ambiguity in section 1321. As noted above, section 1321 provides that if a state fails to create 

the "required Exchange" or fails to create an Exchange that complies with federal requirements, 

"the Secretary shall (directly or through agreement with a not-for-profit entity) establish and 

operate such Exchange within the State and the Secretary shall take such actions as are necessary 

to implement such other requirements. "217 According to Professor Jost: 

By "such Exchange" Congress meant the "required exchange" mandated by section 13 II. 
Thus when several subsequent sections refer to "an Exchange established by the State 
under section 1311 ," including the provisions of Internal Revenue Code section 36B ... 

214 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, I he Federal £\change Can Offer Premium Tar Credits, I lEALTH REFORM \V ATCH, Sept. II, 
20 11 , http://www .healthreformwatch.com/20 I I /09/11 /yes-the-federal-exchangc-can-ofl'cr-prcmi um-tax -credits/. 
215 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1401, 124 Stat. 119, 219 (2010). 

216 Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. No. 111-152, Sec. 1004, 124 Stat. 1029, 1035 (2010) 
(amends !.ICC.§ 36B(f)). 

211 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1321 (c), 124 Stat. 119, 186 (20 I 0). 
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they are refening both to state exchanges and to "such exchanges" established within 
states by the Secretary.218 

In this account, Section 1321's reference to "such exchange" either shoehorns Section 1321 

Exchanges into Section 1311, or at least creates sufficient ambiguity to allow for the 

interpretation offered by the IRS. Neither claim can be squared with the statute. 

Professor Jost cites the definition of Exchanges the PPACA inserts into Section2791(d) 

of the Public Health Service Act:219 

Section 1563(b) of the ACA states: "The term 'Exchange' means an American Health 
Benefit Exchange established under section 1311 of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act." Section 1311 literally requires that the states "shall" establish an American 
Health Benefits Exchange by January I, 2014. Because the Constitution prohibits the 
federal government from literally requiring states to establish exchanges, however, 
section l32l(c), provides that "the [HHS) Secretary shall (directly or through agreement 
with a not-for-profit entity) establish and operate such Exchange within the State." Under 
the ACA's definition of exchange, the term 'Exchange' in section 1321 exchange means 
a section 1311 exchange. 220 

He presents this as the plain meaning of Section 1321, rather than an ambiguity-based argument, 

because he maintains there are no conflicts between Section 140 I and any other part of the 

statute.221 Yet a plain reading of the statute cannot supp01t this claim. Section 1401 expressly and 

218 Jost, HEALTH AFFAIRS BLOG, supra. 
219 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119, 264 (2010) (Amends 42 U.S.C. 
§ 300gg-91(d)). 
220 IRS: El!forcing ObamaCare 's New Rules and Taxes, Before ?11e House Comm. on Oversight and Governme111 
lleform, JJJ'h Cong. 3 (Aug. 2, 2012) (Testimony of Timothy S. Jost), m•ai/ab/e at: http://oversight.housc.gov/wp
contentluploads/2012/08/Jost-Testimony.pdf. Note that the PPACA contains three separate Sections 1563. 
221 IRS: Enforcing ObamaCare 's New Rules and Taxes, Before The House Comm. on Oversight and Govemment 
Reform, I lith Cong. 3 (Aug. 2, 2012) (Note: unofficial transcript), video available at: 
htto: II o versi ght. house. go v /he a ring/irs-en tOre in g -obamacares-new-ru I cs-a nd-tax es/ (begins at 58:46 ). 

Rep. Scott DesJarlais (R-TN): Mr. Cannon, is there anything stopping the IRS from implementing section 
368 of the Internal Revenue Code exactly as written? 

Michael Cannon: 36B is large and complicated sir. Jfwhat you mean is the provision restricting tax credits 
to state-run exchanges, no. 

DesJarlais: Thank you. Mr. Jost. Professor Jost. 

Timothy Jost: 368, as I explained, if you read the definitions does offer federal exchanges to issue a tax 
credit, so no there's no problem. 
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repeatedly restricts tax credits to Exchanges "established by the State under section 1311." Even 

if Section 1321's "such Exchange" referred to a Section 1311 exchange, it would still not square 

with Section 1401's requirement that an exchange "established by a state." Section 1311 also 

lists among its "requirements" that tor purposes of that section, "An Exchange shall be a 

governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a State. "222 The notion that a 

Section 1321 Exchange is a Section 1311 Exchange reduces to the absurd claim that the PPACA 

directs the federal government to establish an Exchange that is "established by a state." It 

"violates [the] canon of statutory construction ... that every provision of a congressional 

DesJarlais: There's no problem. Thank you. In one part of the law it authorizes tax credits for people who 
purchase a qualified health plan through an exchange established by the state under section 1311. And even 
people who defend the IRS on this issue such as yourself, professor Jost, say this part of the Jaw is clear. Js 
there any part of the statute that prevents you fi·om doing just that, offering tax credits only in state-run 
exchanges. 

Jost: Again the definitions. 

DeJarlais: Mr. Cannon. Is there any part of the statute that prevents you from doing just that, offering tax 
credits? No? 

Cannon: No, in fact the statute requires that. 

DesJarlais: Okay, Is there any part of the statute contlicts with that? Mr. Cannon. 

Cannon: No in fact all other clements of the law support the clear meaning of that limitation of tax credits 
to health insurance exchanges established by the state under section 1311. And established by the state, 
those words are key. 

DeJarlais: What about the information reporting requirement? 

Cannon: That does not conflict. It does require exchanges established under sectionl321, by the federal 
government, to report information related to eligibility tbr tax credits and the advance payments of tax 
credits to the treasury secretary and to individuals enrolled through those exchanges. But that does not 
conflict in any way with the limitation of tax credits to statewrun exchanges. 

DeJarlais: So what is stopping the IRS from implementing the tax credit provision exactly as written and 
the exchanges from implementing the information reporting requirement exactly as written? Or can they 
both be implemented exactly as written without conflicting with each other? 

Cannon: The latter. They can both be implemented exactly as written without any conflict. 

DeJarlais: Agree professor Jost? 

Jost: 1 would agree because, again, federal exchanges can issue premium tax credits and can report. 

222 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 13 1 I (d)( I), 124 Stat. 119, 176 (20 1 0). 
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enactment should be given effect"223 because it would strip these provisions in Sections 1311 and 

140 I of their meaning. Finally, Professor Jost's "such Exchange" defense of the IRS rule is 

contradicts another argument he offers in defense of the rule: that "Congress demonstrated its 

understanding that federal exchanges would administer premium tax credits"224 when the 

HCERA imposed the same information-reporting requirement on Exchanges established, in the 

words of the statute, "under section 1311 (1)(3) or 1321 ( c)".225 If, as Professor Jost claims, a 

"section I 321 exchange means a section 1311 exchange," there would have been no need for 

Congress to mention Section 1321 in the information-repmting requirement. Professor Jost's 

"such Exchange" defense would therefore render this provision redundant as well. 

Professor Jost is nevertheless correct that there is no conflict between Section 140 I and 

Section 1321 or any other provision of the statute. Section 1321's command that the Secretary 

shall establish "such Exchange"226 directs the federal government to create Exchanges that are 

identical to Section 1311 Exchanges, except where Congress has provided otherwise. 

D. The "CBO Canon" 

A rather novel defense of the IRS rule is that the IRS has authority to issue it because it is 

consistent with the manner in which the Congressional Budget Office scored the PPACA.227 

223 IRS: E![{orcing ObamaCare 's New Rules and Taxes, Before l11e House Comm. on Orersight and Governmellt 
Reform, I 11th Cong. 3 (Aug. 2, 2012), available at: http:i/ovcrsight.house.gov/wp-content!uploads/2012/08/Jost
Tcstimony.pdf. 
224 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the Federal £,·change Can Offer Premium Tat Credits, HEALTH REFORM WATCH, Sept. II, 
20 II, http://www .healthrefOrmwatch.com/20 11/09/11 /yeswthew fcderalwexchange-canwotTerwprcmium-tax -credits!. 
215 Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. No. 111-152, Sec. I 004, 124 Stat. 1029, 1035 (20 10). 
216 Patient Protection and Aflbrdable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 132l(c), 124 Stat. 119, 186 (2010). 

227 See Abbe Gluck, The ''CBO Canon" and the Debate Over Tm· Credits on Federally Operated Health Insurance 
Exchanges, BALKINIZA TION, July I 0, 2012, available at: http://balkin.blogspot.com/20 12/07/cbo-canon-and-debate
over-tax-credits.html. See also Shulman letter, supra. 
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Specifically, the argument is that the CBO score, including the revenue analysis of the law by the 

Joint Committee on Taxation, are evidence that the law was ambiguous and can be interpreted to 

support the IRS regulation. As Professor Jost explains: 

the Joint Committee on Taxation and Congressional Budget Office assumed that the tax 
credits will be available through the federal exchange. This is how the IRS and I·li·IS 
have interpreted the law ... and is clearly what Congress intended.228 

If the actions of the CBO and JCT are not enough, in themselves, to demonstrate Congressional 

intent, Professor Abbe Gluck argues that there should be an "interpretive presumption" that 

statutory ambiguities "should be construed in the way most consistent with the assumptions 

underlying the congressional budget score on which the initial legislation was based."229 

According to Gluck, because Congress "drafts in the shadow" of CBO budget scores, the CBO 

score "offers better evidence of congressional 'intent' than other commonly consulted non-

textual tools, including legislative history."230 Alternatively, if the CBO score is not evidence 

that the statute supports the IRS rule, the existence of a CBO score consistent with the rule could 

at least suggest that the statute is sufficiently ambiguous to allow for the rule. 

This theory of statutory construction raises interesting questions, none of which need be 

addressed here. The CBO score of the PPACA's exchange provisions is entirely consistent with 

the plain text of the statute and the prevailing assumptions about how these provisions would 

operate in practice.231 The Joint Committee on Taxation and Congressional Budget Office 

228 Timothy Jost, Implementing Reform: Funding And Flexibility For Stales Ou Etchanges, HEALTH AFFAIRS BLOG, 
Nov. 30, 2011, http://healthaffairs.org/blog/20 11/1 1 /30/implementing-reform-funding-and-llexibility-tbr-states-on
exchanges/. IRS Commissioner Douglas Shulman has also made this argument. See John Gramlich, GOP Prepares 
f-,Y.forts to Challenge IRS Rule on Health Insurance Sitbsidies, CQ TODAY, July I 0, 2012. 
229 Gluck, supra. 

230 !d. 

231 Robert Pear, U.S. Officials Brace for Huge Task of Operating Health Exchauges, NY TIMES, Aug. 5, 2012, 
awlilable at: http://ww\v .nytitnes.com/20 12/08/05/us/us-ofticials-brace-for-huge-task -of-running-health-
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produced revenue and spending estimates that assumed tax credits would be available in all 50 

states. But this is not the same as "assum[ing] that the tax credits will be available through the 

federal exchange," and neither the CBO nor JCT stated such an assumption when conducting 

their analysis. Rather, like many of the PPACA's supporters, it appears the CBO and JCT 

simply assumed that every state would create its own exchange, and incorporated that 

miscalculation in their projections. Further evidence for this interpretation is that the CBO did 

not account for the hundreds of millions of dollars it would take to establish and operate 

federally run exchanges Uust as Congress didn't authorize those funds). Thus, in all likelihood 

the CBO either assumed every state would establish its own exchange or did not even consider 

the question at all. In either case, there is no basis to rely upon the CBO (or JCT) to overturn or 

alter the plain meaning of the PPACA 's text. 

VI. Standing to Challenge the IRS Rule 

The fact that the IRS rule exceeds the scope ofthe authority Congress delegated the 

agency and is contrary to law does not necessarily mean there is recourse. It can be particularly 

difficult to challenge IRS implementation, particularly where, as here, the IRS' alleged 

malfeasance consists of granting tax benefits and federal subsidies to other people. As Professor 

Jost initially argued, "there will be no judicial review of this determination. It is not possible to 

conceive of a person who would be injured in fact by'this interpretation of the rule such that they 

could present a case or controversy under Article 111."232 In the normal case, this could be true. 

exchanges.html ("\Vhen Congress passed legislation to expand coverage two years ago, Mr. Obama and lawmakers 
assumed that every state would set up its own exchange[.]"). 
232 Timothy S. Jost, Yes, the .Federal F..xcJumge Can Offer Premium Tax Credits, HEALTH REFORM WATCH, Sept. II, 
20 II, http://ww\V .healthreformwatch.com/20 11/09/11/yes-the-ICderal-exchange-can-otlCr-premium-tax -credits!. 
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Given how Section 1401 interacts with the rest of the PPACA 's intricate regulatory structure, 

however, there could be standing to challenge the IRS rule.233 

A plaintiff must have Atticle Ill standing in order to challenge the legality of a federal 

agency action in federal court. Specifically, under L1ljan v. D~fenders of Wildlife the "irreducible 

constitutional minimum of standing" has three pmts234 First, the "plaintiff must have suffered an 

'injury in fact,"' that is both "actual or imminent" and "concrete and particularizcd."235 Second, 

there must be a "causal connection between the injury and the conduct complained of."236 Third, 

there must be a sufficient likelihood that the "the injury will be 'redressed by a favorable 

decision."'237 When an individual or corporation is the subject of a government action, standing 

is relatively easy to satisfy. A plaintiff always has standing to challenge a government action that 

is directed against him. So, for instance, an individual or corporation would have standing to 

challenge the imposition of allegedly illegal tax assessed against them.238 

233 Professor Jost has since acknowledged this point. See Jost, HEALTH AFFAIRS BLDG, supra ("The only viable 
challengers to the Jaw are employers who may in the future have to pay an exaction because they fail to offer their 
employees insurance (or atlbrdable or adequate insurance) and their employees consequently end up receiving tax 
credits in the federal exchanges."). Though he may be wrong about employers being the only viable challengers. See 
infra. 

"'504 U.S. 555, 560 (1992). See also NE Fla. Chap. of Associated Gen. Contractors of Amcr. v. City of 
Jacksonville, Fla., 508 U.S. 656, 663 (1993)(restating the minimum requirements of Article Ill standing articulated 
in Lujan); U.S. v. Hays, 515 U.S. 737,742-43 (1995) (same); Bennett v. Spear, 520 U.S. 154, 162 (1997) (same); 
Steel Co. v. Citizens for a Better Envt, 523 U.S. 83, 102-03 (1998) (same); Friends of the Emth, Inc. v. Laidlaw 
Envll Svcs, Inc., 528 U.S. 167, 180-81 (2000)(same). 

mfd. 

l_l!,Jd. 

"'/d. at 56! (quoting Simon v. E. Ky. Welfare Rights Org., 426 U.S. 26,38 (1976)). 
238 While standing is easy to establish in such cases, there may be other barriers to obtaining prompt judicial review. 
The Anti-Injunction Act, for example, provides that, as a general rule, "no suit for the purpose of restraining the 
assessment or collection of any tax shall be maintained in any court by any person." 26 U.S.C. § 7421(a). This 
restriction can prevent judicial review of a tax befOre it is collected, but does not affect a plaintitrs Article III 
standing to sue. 
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The Supreme Comt has repeatedly held that, with few exceptions not relevant here, 239 

federal taxpayers lack Article III standing to challenge the allegedly illegal or even 

unconstitutional expenditure of federal funds. In DaimlerChiJ>sler C01p. v. Cuno, for example, 

the Court held unanimously that taxpayers lacked Article Ill standing to challenge a state's 

award of preferential tax credits to a local manufacturer. 240 As the Court explained in 

Frothingham v. Mellon, a taxpayet·'s interest in the federal treasury is indistinct, "minute and 

indeterminable," and "the effect upon future taxation, of any payment out of the funds, so 

remote, fluctuating and uncertain."241 As a consequence, a taxpayer's alleged injury fi·om the 

illegal expenditure of federal funds is not "concrete and particularized," nm· is it "actual or 

imminent."242 

The logic that precludes taxpayer standing to challenge the allegedly illegal expenditure 

of taxpayer dollars is "equally applicable" to tax credits and other targeted tax preferences.243 As 

Chief Justice Robetts explained for the Court in Cuno, a federal taxpayer would lack standing to 

challenge a tax credit or exemption; "In either case, the alleged injury is based on the assetted 

effect of the allegedly illegal activity on public revenues, to which the taxpayer contributes."244 

As a consequence, individual taxpayers or even taxpayer organizations would lack standing to 

challenge the legality of the IRS' decision to offer tax credits and subsidies to those who 

purchase health insurance on federally run Exchanges. 

239 These exceptions concern challenges legislative appropriations alleged to violate the First Amendment's 
prohibition on the establishment of religion. See, e.g., Hein v. Freedom from Religion Foundation, Inc.,~ U.S.~ 
(2007). Whether this exception is coherent or not is another question. See Jonathan H. Adler, God, Gaia, the 
Taxpayer and the LoNLt: Standing, Justiciability, and Separation of Powers after Massachusetts and Hein, 20 
REGENT UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 175 (2008). 

"' 547 u.s. 332 (2006). 

w 262 u.s. 447,487 (1923). 
242 Cuno, 547 U.S. at 344. 
243 !d. at 343. 

m /d. at 344. 
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These barriers would not preclude legal challenge to the IRS rule, however. First, the 

issuance of a tax credit for the purchase of a qualifying health insurance plan in a federal 

Exchange triggers the penalty for the so-called "employer mandate."245 Specifically, under 

Section 1513, when an employee of a company with more than 50 employees receives a tax 

credit for purchasing insurance on an Exchange, the employer is assessed a penalty of up to 

$2,000 per worker.246 If the federal government lacks the legal authority to offer tax credits 

through a federal Exchange, then any employer that would be penalized as a result of one of 

those tax credits should have standing to challenge the IRS rule. Such an employer would have 

to demonstrate that it is covered by the employer mandate; does not provide a qualifying level of 

health insurance to its employees; and is located in a state that has opted not to create an 

Exchange. Insofar as the employer-mandate penalty is considered to be a tax, it could be subject 

to the Anti-Injunction Act, which prevents taxpayers from challenging the legality of a tax before 

that tax is assessed.247 If so, this would only affect the timing of such a suit, and would not 

prevent a suitable employer from establishing standing to challenge the rule. 

Second, many individuals could be able to challenge the rule on the grounds that the 

issuance of unauthorized tax credits in federal exchanges exposes them to penalties under the 

245 As far as the authors are aware, the first person to makes this point was Professor James Blumstein. See, David 
Hogberg, Companies Could Challenge ObamaCare Employer Fines, INVESTOR'S BUSINESS DAILY, Sept. 16, 20 II, 

http:/ /news. i nvestors.com/article/585053/20 l l 091617 46/companics-could-chal !enge-obamacarc-employer
fines.htm. 
246 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1513, 124 Stat. 119, 253-256 (2010) as 
revised by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of20l0. 
247 Whether the penalty would be considered a tax for Anti-Injunction Act purposes is not clear. In NF!B v. 
Sebelius, the Court unanimously concluded that the act did not bar suit against the ''individual mandate," even 
though a majority ofthe Court upheld the mandate as a tax. Nat' I Fed'n lndep. Bus. v. Sebclius, 567 U.S._,_ 
(20 12) ("Congress can, of course, describe something as a penalty but direct that it nonetheless be treated as a tax 
for purposes of the Anti-Injunction Act. For example, 26 U.S. C. 9667l(a) provides that "any reference in this title 
to 'tax' imposed by this title shall be deemed also to refer to the penalties and liabilities provided by" subchapter 
68B of the Internal Revenue Code. Penalties in subchapter 68B are thus treated as taxes under Title 26, which 
includes the Anti-Injunction Act. The individual mandate, however, is not in subchapter 68B of the Code."). 

78 

40546



DRAFT- Not for Citation 

individual mandate. As noted above, the individual mandate exempts non-compliant taxpayers 

from penalties if their "required contribution" exceeds 8 percent of household income. Under the 

statute, if a state does not establish an Exchange, the "required contribution" equals the premium 

for the lowest-cost plan available to the taxpayer through the federal Exchange, because there are 

no tax credits to reduce the "required contribution" below that premium. Ifthe IRS nevertheless 

issues unauthorized tax credits through a federal Exchange, then those tax credits could reduce a 

taxpayer's "required contribution" below the threshold, exposing her to penalties. In 20 I 6, those 

penalties can range from $695 for some individuals to $2,085 for families of four. 

Individuals could establish standing by demonstrating that they live in a state that will not 

establish an Exchange by 20 14; that they would qualify for the affordability exemption in the 

absence of tax credits; and that the IRS rule would deny them the exemption. To satisfy that last 

element, individuals would have to show they are between 100 and 400 percent of the federal 

poverty level; that they will not have "essential" coverage in 2014 (either because they are 

uninsured or because they purchase less coverage than the mandate requires); and that they do 

not receive an offer of"essential" and "affordable" coverage ti·01n an employer. More than half 

of uninsured Americans who would be subject to the mandate, or approximately 17.8 million 

individuals, currently meet those criteria?48 Each is a potential plaintiff, assuming their states do 

not establish Exchanges. The five states that have most forcefully rejected the idea of 

establishing an Exchange-Florida, Louisiana, South Carolina, Texas, and Wisconsin-are 

home to nearly 4.5 million potential plaintiffs. In addition, many insured individuals could 

establish standing if, for example, they purchase a high-deductible health plan that fails to satisfy 

the mandate because has an actuarial value below 60 percent. 

24s Kaiser Family Foundation, State Health Facts, Distribution of the Nonelderly Uninsured by Federal Poverty 
Level (FP L), http://www.statchcalth f.1cts.org/comparetablc.jsp?typ~ I &ind~ 136&cat~J&su!r40. 
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The Anti-Injunction Act is unlikely to impede a challenge brought by individual 

taxpayers. The Supreme Court unanimously concluded in NFIB v. Sebelius that the individual 

mandate penalty, while a tax for constitutional purposes, is not a tax for Anti-Injunction Act 

purposes.249 Thus a challenge brought by individual taxpayers should be able to receive 

immediate adjudication. 

VII. Conclusion 

In the end, the IRS rule's attempt to offer premium-assistance tax credits and cost-sharing 

subsidies through federal Exchanges lacks validity because the IRS lacks the legal authority to 

create entitlements where, as here, Congress has not authorized them. Congress has granted the 

IRS authority to offer premium-assistance tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies only through 

Exchanges that are "a governmental agency or nonprofit entity that is established by a State."250 

The IRS lacks the authority to offer those entitlements, to enforce the employer mandate, and in 

many cases to enforce the individual mandate, in states that opt for either a "federally facilitated" 

Exchange or a "partnership" Exchange.251 

The Act's legislative history clearly shows the plain meaning of the statute reflects 

congressional intent, and offers no evidence to support the counterclaim that the plain meaning 

of this statute deviates from that intent. The IRS rule neither corrects a scrivener's error, nor 

resolves a textual ambiguity, nor resolves an ambiguity regarding congressional intent, because 

249 See NFIB, at 
250 Patient Protection and Aflordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, Sec. 1311, 124 Stat. 119, 176 (2010). 

251 Timothy S. Jost, Implementing Health Reform: A Final Rule On Health Insurance £tchanges, HEALTH AFFAIRS 

BLDG, Mar. 13, 20 12, http:/n1ealtha t1airs.org/blog/20 12/03/ 13/i mplcmenti ng ·health-reform-a·final-rulc·oll· health
insurance-exchanges/. (The final rule "does clarify that partnership exchanges are in fact federal exchanges and that 
states must agree to operate both the individual and the SHOP exchange to qualify for state exchange status. n). 
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there is no ambiguity. There is only a frantic, last-ditch search for ambiguity by suppmters who 

belatedly recognize the PPACA threatens health insurance markets with collapse, which in turn 

threatens the PPACA. The IRS rule unlawfully usurps Congress' exclusive powers to tax, to 

create new legal entitlements, to issue tax credits, and to spend federal dollars. Finally, because 

these unauthorized entitlements would trigger unauthorized penalties against employers and 

individuals, we find that those employers (including state governments) and individuals could be 

able to meet the requisite tests for standing and challenge this IRS rule in federal comt. 

Administrative agencies enjoy wide latitude to interpret and implement federal law. But 

they cannot rewrite laws to impose taxes, issue tax credits, spend federal revenue, incur new 

federal debt, or create new legal entitlements without congressional authorization. 

Sl 
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Tea Party Forces Defeats Incumbent

Congressman John Sullivan
and Incumbent Representative Guy Liebman
 

 

 

Oh, if only the McCarville Report were to believed, how we would be wringing out
hands!   Rarely do we comment on that old fart’s State Chamber funded screeching,
after all he will be gone soon enough and there will be time for a keg party with a
subsequent visit to pay our respects, albeit filtered through kidneys.  All joking
aside, McCarville has lost all credibility but he offers a glimpse into the quandary
the political establishment finds itself after the election.

Prior to the election the opposition labeled anyone we endorsed as a “Sooner Tea
Party” candidate and afterward our losses were magnified and our wins were
marginalized.   Few reported that we endorsed and supported Bridenstine in his
fight against Congressman John Sullivan.  We hit 30,000 voters with our newspaper
in Tulsa, Jenks, and Broken Arrow. A nice touch was the back page with the arrest
record and mug shot of Congressman John Sullivan from one of his earlier scrapes
with the law.   For the first time in several decades a sitting incumbent
congressman was defeated and we were part of the reason it happened.
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Our candidates for Tulsa County Clerk and Oklahoma County Clerk did well, both
are in the August run off, our candidates in Senate District 17 and 33 are both in
August runoff elections, as is our choice for House District 53 and Ken Walker in
House District 70.   Dan Fisher won his primary race in House District 60 and Mike
Turner whipped Incumbent RINO Representative Guy Liebmann in House District
82.

That is ten races won out of 22 despite the fact that we were outspent ten to one
in some races and three to one on the average.  Six candidates in runoff races and
three outright wins is pretty good for a new movement that is fighting big money,
most of the media, and massive corruption.

And it isn’t over by a long shot; there are another 49 general elections for the
House and Senate where we can cause political pain.  If Bobby Cleveland or Clark
Jolley think they are out of the woodshed they couldn’t be more wrong.

 

But if you read the newspaper editorials and the nattering old fool’s blog posts you
can’t help but come to one conclusion;   they consider the Sooner Tea Party as the
voice of the opposition and as the greatest threat to the status quo so they pull out
the hatchet and go to work.   Interesting to read the reader comments on that
Oklahoman editorial, even the liberals are taken aback when they realized that the
Tea Party supported Democrats when they were conservative.  Most telling in that
editorial was the dismissal of our defeat of incumbent Congressman John Sullivan
and the defeat of incumbent Representative Guy Liebmann, with the Oklahoman
calling those wins flukes caused by personal problems and new district lines.    So
when we lose it is our fault and when we win it is a fluke.

What stands out the most is the switch in labels for the Sooner Tea Party from
"rabid right wing conservatives" to “nonconservatives in Republican clothing”,
noting that even at their darkest hours they refuse to use the term
RINO.  Dichotomy is the first sign that your opponent’s arguments are failing and
even the most ignorant of readers will pick up on the sudden switch in tactics.

 

Bottom line:   The establishment was stunned at the opposition this primary
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election and they have woken up to the power of the combined grassroots activists
coupled with worthy candidates.  They spent millions to keep a handful of
legislators and they know that they are going to have to spend millions again in the
general election.  But the Tea Party forces held the House by three votes in the
October 2011 Speakers Designate race and we have taken  two additional seats,
Dan Fisher and Mike Turner, with another six or so House seats yet to be decided
in the general election.  Our margin of control is now at 5 votes and the remaining
six House seats can fall to Democrat or liberal Republican and not change our
margin of control.

Do you want further proof of the change in their message?   Watch the liberal
Republicans froth at the mouth while denouncing Obama Care after pushing to
enact it in 2011.  

And who voted for Obama Care in 2011 that was featured in that article?  It didn’t
get a Senate vote but we have a committee where Obama Care was approved and
there was Senator Newberry and Crain who was the Chairman:

Senate Health and Human Services Committee Members

Agenda for 2/27/2012
Sen Brian Crain                 405-521-5620      crain@oksenate.gov
Sen Sean Burrage             405-521-5555     burrage@oksenate.gov
Sen Rick Brinkley              405-521-5566      brinkley@oksenate.gov
Sen Constance Johnson  405-521-5531      johnsonc@oksenate.gov
Sen Rob Johnson              405-521-5592      johnsonr@oksenate.gov
Sen Dan Newberry          405-521-5600      newberry@oksenate.gov
Sen Steve Russell             405-521-5618      russell@oksenate.gov
Sen Jim Wilson                 405-521-5574     wilson@oksenate.gov
Sen Brian Bingman          405-521-5528     bingman@oksenate.gov

 Next in the article was Rep Jason Nelson who voted for Obama Care in the
guise of HB 2130.  He was also the co chair of the dog and pony show in
2011 that went around the state trying to get voters to accept Obama Care
Health Insurance Exchanges.

Next up was Representative George Faught who actually did vote against
Obama Care.

After that was Representatives Pat Ownbey, Mike Sanders, and Josh
Cockcroft  who all voted for Obama Care in HB 2130.

Here is the 2011 Oklahoma RINO Index with their scores.  Put this link in your smart
phone so you can pull it up when you are at an event where one of these RINOs are
speaking so you can ask them why they made the bad votes for Obama Care.

And ending the abundance of crocodile tears in the article was GOP State
Chairman Matt Pinnell who sat on his hands while watching Republican
elected officials do their damndest to ram Obama Care down Oklahoman’s
throats.   Except of course when he was helping damage any chances of
conservatives retaking the state GOP.   Pinnell found time to help out with
that and he found time to try to milk donations and support out of
Oklahomans after the Supreme Court refused to kill Obama Care.

Last Tuesday was a watershed event for the Sooner Tea Party.   We won
some major races and the abuse hurled our way intensified as the political
establishment realizes that Keith Gaddie is right in his comments about our
performance.

   Several things to note about that Gaddie story.   But first notice who they picked
to represent the two sides of the fight?   The Sooner Tea Party and the State
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Chamber with Gaddie providing his opinion on who really won.

First is the new term that I introduced into the Oklahoman vocabulary,
constitutional conservative.   McNutt was struggling with an apt description for us
during his interview with me on that story until I suggested they drop social
conservatives in favor of constructional conservatives.   The subsequent Oklahoman
editorial used the phrase as well for the first time.  McNutt also correctly defined
Dan Fisher as a social conservative, developing an awareness that there is a
difference between the two conservative types.

Second is that McNutt did a great job getting across how we define victory;   by
fighting we gather experience and skills while we are pointing out the dichotomy
between the elected GOP officials and their own party platform.

Third is that we understand that without fiscal parity our power has limits.  
Incumbent Guy Liebman had a 50% advantage over Mike Turner but we were the
overriding factor when 5,000 voters got a newspaper delivered to their front
lawn.    Bridenstine was outspent three to one but again that is within our envelope
to make a difference but being outspent ten to one is not.

Lastly, the last few paragraphs of the Oklahoman article summed up what it is that
we do:

 

 The biggest effect the Sooner Tea Party and other constitutional
conservatives had on Tuesday’s elections was forcing the targeted
Republican legislators to reinforce their conservative values, Gaddie said.

 
 

“With a movement like this, part of the success isn’t necessarily in electing
candidates,” Gaddie said. “It’s in forcing incumbents to speak to what you’re
concerned about. And they were able to do that.

 
 

“If anything, what they did, they got some people out there to run and half
of them will never be back again. But some of them may run again and
might win.

 
 

“It’s why you do this,” he said, “is to grow a crop of candidates and to learn
how to create an organization. Learn how to win.”

 
 
We stunned them on the primary vote and served notice that buying politicians just
became more expensive.    The Obama Care decision on the next day added fuel to
the fire, it is our number one issue and both the establishment and the State
Chamber got caught on the wrong side of the issue and they know it.   Now they
are furiously back peddling and wrapping conservative values around them like it
was body armor.

 

 
Never forget that we don’t write this newsletter for our supporters, we write it to
educate the legislators and to drive them through an open door that leads where
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we want them to go.   When we do back one into a corner we expect them to fight
to the death as we haven’t provided an escape path, and in the process we win not
by actually defeating them but by showing the other politicians that we can
endanger their political future.   Remember the old Billy Jack movie where he told
the local political boss that he was going to take his right foot and lay it alongside
the boss’s left temple and there wasn’t a dang thing the guy could do about it?   
That is what we do, let them know what is coming to make them sweat, to twist
their guts into knots on Sunday night waiting to see if they have been outed, then
we drive them onto the battle field of our own choosing and either bleed them dry
defending their votes or force them to live up to the GOP Party Platform.

 

 

We are setting a schedule for newspapers for those runoff races and general
elections that will determine who ultimately wins or loses next session.    If the GOP
dares send us a crooked joke of a politician like Bobby Cleveland or Senator Clark
Jolley we can support the independent or the Democrat in the election and make
them fight for every inch.   It isn't electing our people that will free our state, it is in
forcing those already in control to do the right thing.
 
 

 
Obama Care Upheld is a Good Thing

 

If you didn’t like the Wednesday Supreme Court decision then you are playing poker
when you need to understand that politics is more like a battlefield.  Key to
understanding tactics is understanding that a machine gun's purpose isn't just to kill
the enemy, it is to deny them the use of the ground that it covers.

John Roberts successfully took the Obama mantra of this election being about
Supreme Court Justice appointments out of his political quiver by making a non
partisan ruling.
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Second he reminded us that this is a political issue not a legal issue, that who we
elect to office has major repercussions and we can’t depend on the Supreme Court
to always fight our fights.

Thirdly he reminded us that the Democrats were massive tax and spend advocates
and that Republicans were little better by calling this a tax instead of a mandate. 
Doing so added precedent against the use of the Commerce Clause and showed
the Court has a strong majority that still recognize the concept of federalism and
the restrains of Congress in forcing states to adhere to the whims of the federal
government.

Fourth, , the Democrats are going to have a hard time running to November
claiming the American people need to vote for them to preserve Obama Care.
  Instead the liberal Democrats must defend a massive tax increase.

And the sound you hear is libertarians marching into Camp Romney, with noses
held, knowing that the libertarian and conservative coalitions must defeat Obama
and Obama Care.

John Roberts successfully forced this into the political realm where Republicans
must follow their own Party Platform and Democrats must defend their votes.   We
saw that in the article above with the authors and supporters of the Obama Care
Health Insurance Exchanges switching sides.   They know that the majority of
Oklahomans agree with us, that small portions of Obama Care might be popular the
battle ground best suited for us is an all or nothing repeal of Obama Care, not
trying to slow it down or to do it to ourselves regardless of what the State Chamber
of Commerce might want.

Supreme Court Justices can play the long game as they have life tenure.    We can’t
throw them out so they can actually govern with an eye for what is best, not what
gets them re elected or re appointed.    John Roberts  most likely just put Mitt
Romney in the White House and less we forget,  without Republican Olympia
Snowe voting for Obama Care in the Senate Committee, we would have never had
Obama Care in the first place.

Of course there are legal flaws in the decision.    All bills imposing taxes have to
come from the House of Representatives, not the Senate as Obama Care did, so
that argument could have been raised.   Remember how all of this came about, the
Senate version was pulled from reconciliation and deemed passed rather than
risking another vote in the House, ergo the bill was never actually passed by the
House as it never received a proper House vote after reconciliation.   But the same
court that defied logic to say this was a tax would refuse to apply the constitutional
requirements for a House origination.

 

 
We don't need to rally at the Capitol, we don't need to send petitions and emails,
we need to buckle down and force the Oklahoma legislators to prepare to nullify
Obama Care by refusing to enact the law.   John Roberts stripped the provision
where the Feds could take all the Medicade funding from states that refused to
enact the Health Insurance Exchanges.  Let them take what they will but let's insist
that Oklahoma legislators stand between federal tyrany and their constituents. 
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Smart Meters Draw Activists Attention
 

Jason is one of my 40  Ron Paul County Coordinators from the 2012 Ron Paul
campaign who is planning on rallying the Deer Creek residents during the week of
July 4th to oppose the installation of smart meters.  He has a form letter for those
wishing to opt out of the smart meter program and there is a group in Tulsa that
has all the information you will need to get up to speed on this issue.

 

Jason can be reached at jasonandbuddy@hotmail.com if you want to help him
organize the Deer Creek area or start your own project.

 

 

Oklahoma's Big Spender's Gluttony at the Home Front
By D.B.

The only thing that is bigger than all of the talk, or bigger than all of the promises
of our state Governor and Legislators  is the big lie that they continue to mislead
the citizen's of Oklahoma.  Their big selling pitch from the start was the claim of
wanting to reduce the amount of government involvement.  The only thingthey
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have reduced is the people's voice in their practices.   They have knowingly, without
remorse and without any thought of the future, taken the state down by
continuing to spend like there is no tomorrow.  They have increased our debt, and
the only one that has benefited is them.  They make false claims of improvement,
yet nothing has gotten better.

 During Governor Fallin's campaign she repeatedly targeted Washington and its
unacceptable handling of our nation’s debt yet she was, and still is operating on the
same level as the people she criticized.  The state’s overall ratings have taken a
nose dive in just about every area possible, except for the state’s debt levels and
 government spending which is at a national high. 

Information obtained from http://www.ocpathink.org/articles/188University OCPA
 states: 

 "President Obama may be the biggest government spender in the history of the
United States, but the current leaders of Oklahoma are the biggest government
spenders in the state’s history".    

Okla. government spending is up  74%.   Here is the link to the detailed outline map
of Okla. government spending. 

 Oklahoma historian J. Rufus Fears refers to politicians whose reckless borrowing-
and-spending that puts all at risk by stating:

 "The politicians in Washington have failed us but the ones here at home are also
part of the problem."

 In other words, The leaders of Oklahoma have failed it's citizens , and continue to
do so without looking back. To fix the problem would mean that they must
acknowledge it. Instead they ignore and deny declaring "It's all good".

According to OCPA Oklahoma's spending is at a all time high and continues to rise.
It is reported that much of it is federal money.  Governor Fallin was calling
Washington for federal funding when a storm hasn't even hit yet this becomes real
obvious.    How unbelievably two faced for a leader to waste and spend taxpayer
dollars, and then run to the feds every chance she gets for a hand out.  The state
should be able to carry its own on a daily basis. That's what we pay taxes for. There
is a specific area of funds that are for such emergencies at the state capital but the
pot is empty.  This is just another indication that things are not on the up and up,
and that  finances are not in order.

Senator Coburn had several comments in his book "The Debt. Bomb" that stated :

 "State  policymaker's have become “dangerously reliant on federal money.”

 In a very real sense, Oklahoma policymakers receive federal bailouts every year.
They either don’t know or don’t care that, America is already bankrupt.

 Also from the book"The Debt Bomb:
 "The problem is we are dealing with careerist politicians, seduced by power and
position, and that they refuse to set priorities because cutting spending isn't truly
important to them."
I guess when Governor Fallin speaks of Oklahoma growth we the people are
misunderstanding the concept because just last week the Tax Foundation also
stated:

 "Oklahoma leads the nation in government spending growth over the past
decade." 

Not the kind of growth she claims to be working on.
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Her corny, worn out, far-fetched one liner of "We could teach Washington a thing
or two" is laughable. Not only has she raised the state’s debt by overspending, her
"save the world" tax plan was a flux just like all of the rest of her side of the mouth
speeches.  She apparently isn't too worried about it as she keeps popping up at
various sporting events, or vacation spots.   It is disheartening and insulting to
continue to hear lines such as this barked out like no one notices.

That's right Governor Fallin." You showed them a thing or two".
I'm just not sure what.

 

 

Blog Articles for Hire
Big Discounts if Credibility isn’t Required

R. H.
 

In the no longer influential McCarville Report published on the 27th of June 2012,
Mr. McCarville had an article regarding the Sooner Tea Party. It was a rather
braggadocios article claiming that “There’ll be no large influx of Sooner Tea Party
legislators next year.”
 
Did we run articles in a paper in several districts pointing out the voting records of
several RINO Republicans? Yes we did. We felt the voting public had a right to know
just how these self-described conservatives like  Dan Newberry, Brian Crain, Marian
Cooksey, Clark Jolley, Elsie Hall’ Guy Liebmann and Gary Banz, are really liberals
masquerading as conservatives.
 
Did our efforts affect the outcome? Maybe, after all Guy Liebmann did lose his
seat. If we had any effect at all, it was through honest reporting on the candidates.
That’s something Mike McCarville might try sometime.
 
Mr. McCarville also fails to mention the effect of his benefactors PAC that
continued to air ads that had proven to be nothing but lies against his opponent.
Granted he has no direct control over the PAC, but he could have asked that those
ads be stopped. His failure to do so is tantamount to an endorsement of those ads.
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Mike just so you’ll know the Sooner Tea Party did not go “Up in Flames” as you
titled your story. The only thing that has gone up in flames is your credibility.  That
went the day you sold out to the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce.
 
As for the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce, we know who your flunkies in
the House and Senate are. We know what your agenda is. We will be watching. We
will do everything we can to stop your liberal, progressive agenda from corroding
the liberties of freedom loving Oklahomans. Your days as a political power house
are numbered.
 

 

Audit the Fed
It Just Might Happen!

.

On June 27th, Audit the Fed unanimously passed the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee by voice vote!  Only a few short years ago, just the
thought of getting a committee hearing on such an issue was considered a long
shot at best.   But that was because the Washington establishment and the banking
elite underestimated the power of true grassroots activism.

Campaign for Liberty was the group that made this possible with hundreds of
thousands of petitions, phone calls, faxes, and emails generated by passionate C4L
activists around the country.  One congressman noted he had been contacted by
“scores of constituents” supporting Audit the Fed.

At one point, Rep. Elijah Cummings (MD-7) introduced an amendment that, like the
Watt amendment to H.R. 1207 in the 111th Congress, would have gutted Audit the
Fed but activist pressure stopped it butt cold.  In fact, it was truly astonishing just
how quickly Representative Cummings withdrew the amendment after it became
clear there was no support for it in the Committee - even from members of his own
party.
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Over the last four years, C4L made tremendous strides in bringing the Federal
Reserve to the forefront of political debate and pushing the central bank toward
transparency.

Of course, ultimately, America shouldn’t even have a Federal Reserve System to
create moral hazard, keep interest rates artificially low, bail out friends and favored
firms, and manipulate our monetary supply.   Today’s committee hearing was just
one small step toward passing Audit the Fed, but also, one giant leap toward
ending it.  Now, with a floor vote before the entire U.S. House in July fast
approaching, I hope you’ll stand with us again as we look to jump another hurdle
and carry this bill into the Senate.

Visit the Campaign for Liberty website for more info on how to get involved.  

 

 

 
The State Chamber Thinks They Won

By R. H.
 

In a display of ignorance and voter apathy, ten of eleven Oklahoma County area
legislators won their primaries on Tuesday night.  Voter turnout was appallingly low,
the special interest money was enormous, but were there other reasons?
 
The simple truth of the matter is that voters don’t educate themselves on the
candidates. They don’t listen to what people are saying about the incumbents. They
just go to the polls and say “duh I recognize that name, I’ll vote for them.” Six of
the incumbents that ran had current ethics complaints filed against them.
 
For those of you, who read this newsletter, WAKE UP. Talk to your friends and
neighbors more. Offer them a copy of the newsletter. Show them the information.
Show them how they can subscribe to the newsletter and the newspaper. Ask them
to inform their friends and neighbors. An informed public is our best defense
against a runaway government. We cannot begin to change things in Oklahoma
until we change the thinking of the public at large.
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The only RINO that was unseated was Guy Liebmann. As there was no Democratic
challenger in District 82, the new Representative for the district is Representative
elect Mike Turner.
 
Senator Jolley, you are under the cloud of an ethics investigation for campaign
violations. We have reviewed the records that accuse you of violating campaign
laws of the State of Oklahoma. You and your surrogates ran untruthful, fraudulent
campaign ads that were reminiscent of the days of Obama 2008.  Every vote you
make will be documented. Should you decide to run for another office, rest assured
that your record of deceit will follow you.
 
For all you other RINO Republicans out there who think you are safe, think again.
We have only just begun. We are watching what you do. Your records will be
exposed. We will win our state back.
 
For those Conservative candidates that lost tonight, we ask one thing:  stay in the
fight. Don’t resort to the tactics that defeated you and run the risk of an ethics
charge. There are several current lawmakers facing ethics complaints for this one
simple reason. They did not go down as soon as possible and open a campaign for
the same office for the next campaign cycle. For the Senate that is 2016. For the
House that is 2014. By doing so, you can legally collect donations, hold campaign
events and campaign for office for the next term.
 
The next election cycle starts now.   Don’t give the crooks a minute of rest or a
second of inattention.   Start gathering supporters, funds, and information.   Make
them fight without rest until they realize that a life of crime is easier than using
politics to line your pockets.

 

 

 

Assumption, What Does It Get You?
By Ms PM
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One of the first assumptions as many see it is that of government control over our
every move. Seriously, how can the finger be pointed at government bureaucrats
when citizens are the ones doing the electing and thus giving away rights by not

holding those elected accountable? Is it not a fact that the citizens outnumber the
state and federal public servants by astronomical numbers? If this fact is accepted
then how can citizens shift the blame to anyone other than themselves, after all,
the apathetic voting habits, those who demand a free ride, along with a lack of

personal investigation for all candidates, could be the root of this evil. The odds are
high that the information is out there. Could it be people are too lazy to look and

continue to believe these liars once they step onto the "elect me pulpit?" There are
over three million people in Oklahoma and divided up that would be 0.00001 phone
calls per week, per person to let representatives know they are being watched. This
is a small price to pay with any busy schedule. It does seem citizen reaction comes
only after the election, which in turn will always consume more valuable time and

energy fighting the battle.

 

This next assumption seems to rear its ugly head frequently and many folks are
under the belief, that a few will do the work of many. This thought process does

not appear any different than the socialist plan being implemented throughout our
country. When you have the few doing the work, and the many receiving the

benefits, history has shown that when you don't have to work for what you have
and in this instance, freedom, this incestuous breeding of entitlement springs up in
everyday life, thus eroding the values and morals our country was founded upon. If
there are any people appalled by the entitlement society being bred into American

culture, then how is this lack of participation, by any means, justified?

 

People assume that government has and always will be run the way it is because
"that's just the way it is." What makes a citizen believe this great lie? This
conditioning process from those elected has worked, look at who we have

representing us as a nation, then within our state. A perfect example of this
process just happened here in the Oklahoma primaries. The facts were there but

the lights went out when it came time for people to verify the information before
going to the polling booth. The end result in this election is proof, first by those

that did not vote, then by the ones that did when they put most of the same liars,
cheats and thieves back into power. The end result... another round of fighting

comes next session when citizens complain about not being represented. It's hard
to put out the fire when "we the people" seem to be the ones supplying the

matches.

 

The most recent assumption that many have is geared toward the Obama care vote
as being unconstitutional. Most assume it is not constitutional, and it isn't, under

the Commerce Clause. The Justices' ruling under this section is a monumental
achievement for America. This put the brakes on the federal government regulating
everything we do by tying their power, including the health care to the Commerce
Clause. Justice Roberts deemed it a "tax", which it is and always was, and because
the citizens decided it was a grand idea to give the federal government unlimited

power of taxation, also allows the ruling as Constitutional through his eyes, maybe,
but probably not, and it could have been his plan all along to force Americans to

wake up. There are a few theories as to why Roberts did what he did. The outcome
of his actions does seem to be working regardless of why. We can now undo the
funding for this beast, eventually repeal and bury it in the garbage dump. Even

though all of those who crammed this legislation down our throats by spewing the
lie about it not being a tax, what we now have is a clear view of the deceit used
against the citizens by the Democratic Party. Justice Roberts brought us this very
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clear picture. What it also did was give citizens a perfect example of who is
supposed to hold the power needed to stop the federal government from taxing us
to death. Through citizen participation, we will be the ones to stop it, as it should
be, first by electing those that will uphold the Constitution and second by paying

attention and voting out those that do not.

 

Justice John Roberts decision ended with a brilliant outcome, intentioned or not. In
the Justices' decision it states this: "It is not our job to protect the people from the
consequences of their political choices.” Haven't the citizens been screaming about

too much interference from government? This decision says to the American
people, you now have to fix the mess that you have created and America has the

opportunity to do just that. 

 

He has given the federal government the slap in the face they righteously deserve
regarding their never ending power grab in using the Commerce Clause. Along with
that he has given the American public the key to unlock the chains, but only if they

are smart enough to grab on and ride it out. Could this decision be just what the
doctor ordered? One never knows about the extent of unintended consequences,
but this scenario could not have been planned out any better. Sure, he could have
ruled the whole thing unconstitutional and saved a lot of work. Clearly people do

not grasp the impact of how easy the freedom many take for granted could
disappear. Most people take better care of something they have to earn and this is

no different. This country was not founded on entitlements.

 

All that is necessary is to not give up before the miracle happens. American Patriots
don't give up, the mere thought of giving our destiny to a small bunch of

bureaucrats must be crossed off of their "to do" list.

 

The state government is no different than the federal government other than it is
on a smaller scale. You have the same liars, cheats and thieves. When the citizens

are not paying attention to local elections, the drama perpetuates and moves on to
Washington D.C. There is little doubt, the way to fix Washington is by getting our
own house in order. Thank you Justice Roberts, America has the opportunity of a
lifetime, we get to prove to this great country that we deserve her. There is no

greater achievement than a nation working together for such an important cause as
freedom!
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Senator Dan Newberry Claims Tea Party Candidate
Status

 R. H.
 

 
No nasty emails please, that is a dude on the left.  Don't yah recoginze Dan?

 
In a recent article published in CapitolBeat OK on June 29, 2012, you can
read the article here, Ruling by Roberts Court enrages – and re-energizes –
Oklahoma Republicans, that dealt with the Obama Care ruling, Senator Newberry
had the audacity to claim that he was a Tea Party Conservative. After picking
myself up off the ground from laughing so hard at this joke, I just had to write this
article and set the record straight.
 
Here are some of the things a true Tea Party Conservative would not have done
what Senator Newberry did. All the information has been provided before, so it
should come as no surprise to anyone. A Tea Party Conservative would not
 
1. Accept a donation from Prominent Democratic Campaign Obama Fund Bundler
and Solyndra Cheat George Kaiser.
 
2. Want to manage the states money while their home is being foreclosed on.
 
 
3. Vote Yea on HB 1953, The Governors Quick Action Fund or Slush Fund as we call
it.-Liberal
 
4. Vote to delegate planning responsibilities to un-elected commission
 
5. Vote Yea on HB 2131 Soft on Crime.-Liberal
 
6. Vote Yea on SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act. Liberal
 
7. Vote every time to increase the size of government. –Liberal
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Those are not Tea Party Conservative votes. Those are Progressive Liberal votes.
They fit in well with the agenda of the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce’s
goal of trying to remake this great state look more like New York.
 
Senator Newberry sits on the Appropriations Committee and the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services in the Senate. How can we trust a
man to manage state funds appropriately, when he can’t even manage his own
funds or pay his own house payment? We’ll be watching committee assignments
next year and Senator Newberry better not have anything to do with
appropriations. It’s un-ethical. Imagine that, Senator Newberry could be our first
homeless State Senator.
 
If anything Senator Newberry stands for everything that is wrong with state and
federal government.   A Tea Party Senator?   If he doesn’t have a home at least he
has a vivid imagination.
 

 

ICLEI or Just Plain Icky?
 

Consider the caption below taken from ICLEI'S June 15th newsletter. They
choose their words carefully and a "rapid and radical agenda" should scare
the hell out of you,that is unless you continue along the path of "ignorance
is bliss.

 

ICLEI presents 8 agendas for rapid and radical action

ICLEI's 8 agendas of action for sustainable cities was presented in parallel sessions
at their congress today. The agendas are: Biodiverse Cities, Resource-efficient Cities,
Low-carbon Cities, Sustainable Cities, Resilient Cities, Green Urban Economy, Smart
Urban Infrastructure, and Healthy and Happy Communities.

 

Number one of the 8 agendas in their newsletter is Biodiverse Cities. Here is the
definition to describe the term. Biodiversity is a scientific term used to describe the
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'variety of life', or the range of plants, animals and habitats that exist in a given
area.

In this article you will find information on the topic agenda of Biodiverse Cities. 

The article states that cities are eating up resources and habitat. According to
ipsnews, climate change is one of the main forces responsible for the huge loss of
biodiversity on the planet. This term use to be called "global warming" but it is no
longer politically correct. There was research information withheld a while back and
people experienced a bitter taste towards the findings once the information was
brought to the public's attention. Those that believe in global warming will not be
deterred in creating these utopian cities regardless of the findings from scientists
not of their belief. The executive secretary of the UN Convention, Ahmed Djoghlaf, 
believes that "we are living beyond the means and capacities of our planet."

 

Brazil has taken the lead in setting new trends in planning the city of Curitiba. This
biodiverse city demonstrates that urban planning is going to be environmentally
friendly. The city has 16 parks, 14 forests and over 1,000 green public areas that
are shared by residents. One thing this article does not cover is what happens to
privately owned land in the middle of these "green cities", when the owner chooses
to do something other than make a park out of it.

 

In this article it states that Europe leads the way as a model example for
biodiversity management. The article states that cities are at a demand for space
and are the main cause of water, soil and air pollution. Climate change and the
over-exploitation of natural resources is high on their priority list.

 

On The United Nations website the one thing that screams "look out." was stated;
"establish functioning governance structures that are able to enforce legislation." 

This article is on the number two topic agenda of Resource-Efficient Cities. The UN
has a website that will make you feel warm and fuzzy and will best describe what
all of this is about. . Hop on board this utopia train and learn how to live like good
people should. You will be taught that the way to reduce the poverty gap is simply
by understanding the wasteful use of resources. "Cleaner production practices and
technologies also provide opportunities for small business development and
creation of green jobs, which are critical to addressing poverty."

In this article it states this;

 Change of lifestyle stands out as an important measure in Malmö’s
Sustainable Energy Action Plan  . What specific actions is the city
taking to encourage behavior change and thus minimize the
environmental impact of households?

Reading this article one could think that all we need is a nudge to get us on the
right path, regardless if we believe in what is being served from the pot o' crap.
What happened to a free society?
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Third on the topic agenda is Low-carbon Cities.  This website will walk you through
the entire process of infiltration within cities. The site states, "Overall we aimed for
significant carbon savings through joined up city-wide low carbon strategies. The
vision was that of a city-wide carbon reduction target lead by the public sector,
supported by the private sector and owned by the entire community." Does anyone
reflect on Cap and Trade?

Fourth on the topic agenda is Sustainable Cities. This website goes through the
entire process of setting up a mock city for sustainability. It talks  about green
house gas and the plethora of things we humans are doing to destroy the planet
and how to fix us.  

Fifth on the topic agenda are Resilient Cities. ICLEI's website  This site states; "Only
resilient cities will have a future. Only resilient cities will be able to withstand
disasters and climate change, will function under conditions of resource constraints,
will be able to secure livelihoods for their citizens.

 

Does anyone think all of this means we better get with the program and make sure
we're ready for all this disaster to hit?  Does anyone understand why the federal
government is bent on raiding small farmers and shutting them down? Could it be
all the genetically modified seeds that don't need as much water to grow and the
pesticides are built in? Some people don't trust the government to know what's
good for them and some folks don't want to grow it? Does anyone remember the
Amish farm that was shut down?

 

Sixth on the topic agenda is Green Urban Economy. This website gets into the new regulations
that will be enforced to make people follow the new rules..  

"Incentives and regulations in the building and construction sector offer
opportunities for cities and local governments to leverage their authority in the
setting of standards and the issuing of building permits. These measures, including
mandatory investments in energy efficiency or the installation of renewable energy
technologies in buildings, can make a substantial impact."

 

ICLEI believes this green urban economy will bring everyone to a level playing field.
They state, "the postmodern sustainable city should also be a well-organized place
with low unemployment, social equality, green open space, social interaction
platforms and universal education with provisions for basic needs."

 

Lawrence Bloom, chief of the Green Economy Initiatives sustainable cities' has this
to say, "Our vision is no less than a society living in harmony with nature,
thriving on a truly global green economy."

 

Seventh on the topic agenda is Smart Urban Infrastructure. This ICLEI website
explains how this will be implemented.  
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More regulation anyone? "This poses significant challenges for the retrofitting and
upgrading of old infrastructure in cities, and ensuring that which is built meets strict
sustainability criteria and contributes to creating sustainable city systems."

 

In Bogota Columbia they have reclaimed streets from personal automobiles and
designated them to public transit. They did this to create a city for people. They
created bicycle bridges and paths. The implementation of a "Ciclo-via" on Sundays
allowed people to experience the city on a bicycle which removed their conception
of only low income people ride a bike. Bogota touts itself as a people friendly city.
How many of you want to be told you have to ride a bicycle in Oklahoma weather?

 

Last on the topic agenda is Healthy and Happy communities. This ICLEI website
states this; "Ultimately cities strive to ensure that their local community enjoys
health and happiness and good quality of life. Whether on a modest or more
affluent economic footing, local governments must promote community vitality,
health, peace, safety, education, culture, and good governance. Local governments
can take advantage of 20 years of ICLEI leadership and experience in promoting
participatory governance and sustainable development planning for healthy and
happy communities."

 

ICLEI offers its members several opportunities. You can develop a local "happiness
index." You can seek guidance through their Safe & Healthy Communities program.
They also give support to members in crisis-stricken regions or those communities
suffering from violence, but the catch, those cities have to incorporate a just and
peaceful community in their sustainable development plans.

 

This article talks about the not so fuzzy side of ICLEI.  

 ICLEI has changed some of the words they use, for example, sustainable
development and biodiversity is an "easier sell" than climate change. Either way it's
the same radical agenda. The implementation gives the UN expanded power and
money, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency isn't left out either. They will be
the ones telling you that you can pay for your land and pay the taxes but don't
think about doing what you want with it.

 
 

There will be more taxpayer money going to failed green energy companys so get
use to it, the goal is for a better world. There is a long list of tactics that will be
used for this agenda to delay, prevent and control energy and economic
development not to mention hydrocarbon use, logging, farming and family size.

 

One of the worst of the many unintended consequences will be to give increased
power to unelected and unaccountable bureaucrats and activists. It is said that no
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substantiated proof is out there to believe species are at risk.

 

Corn-based ethanol is expensive; it takes millions of acres to grow and billions of
gallons of water before harvest. Add the fertilizer and insecticides and you've got
yourself quite a cocktail.

 

This website shows the cities within the U.S. that are members of ICLEI.  

So... all of you utopia dreaming knot heads can pack it up and move to Rio. Ride
your bikes and play kissy face in the park with each other. Take this green,
sustainable moron running this country with you and ya'll can have a big fat healthy
and happy community to live in. We don't want it, you do, so leave! 

 
 Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks
of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and
email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who
else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click
here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list! 
Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to
prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign
materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will
spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do
our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can
begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358
North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Tea Party Forces Defeats Incumbent Congressman John Sullivan and Incumbent Representative Guy Liebman
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 9:38:48 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
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His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 
Tea Party Forces Defeats Incumbent

Congressman John Sullivan
and Incumbent Representative Guy Liebman
 

 

 

Oh, if only the McCarville Report were to believed, how we would be wringing out
hands!   Rarely do we comment on that old fart’s State Chamber funded screeching,
after all he will be gone soon enough and there will be time for a keg party with a
subsequent visit to pay our respects, albeit filtered through kidneys.  All joking
aside, McCarville has lost all credibility but he offers a glimpse into the quandary
the political establishment finds itself after the election.

Prior to the election the opposition labeled anyone we endorsed as a “Sooner Tea
Party” candidate and afterward our losses were magnified and our wins were
marginalized.   Few reported that we endorsed and supported Bridenstine in his
fight against Congressman John Sullivan.  We hit 30,000 voters with our newspaper
in Tulsa, Jenks, and Broken Arrow. A nice touch was the back page with the arrest
record and mug shot of Congressman John Sullivan from one of his earlier scrapes
with the law.   For the first time in several decades a sitting incumbent
congressman was defeated and we were part of the reason it happened.
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your

 

Our candidates for Tulsa County Clerk and Oklahoma County Clerk did well, both
are in the August run off, our candidates in Senate District 17 and 33 are both in
August runoff elections, as is our choice for House District 53 and Ken Walker in
House District 70.   Dan Fisher won his primary race in House District 60 and Mike
Turner whipped Incumbent RINO Representative Guy Liebmann in House District
82.

That is ten races won out of 22 despite the fact that we were outspent ten to one
in some races and three to one on the average.  Six candidates in runoff races and
three outright wins is pretty good for a new movement that is fighting big money,
most of the media, and massive corruption.

And it isn’t over by a long shot; there are another 49 general elections for the
House and Senate where we can cause political pain.  If Bobby Cleveland or Clark
Jolley think they are out of the woodshed they couldn’t be more wrong.

 

But if you read the newspaper editorials and the nattering old fool’s blog posts you
can’t help but come to one conclusion;   they consider the Sooner Tea Party as the
voice of the opposition and as the greatest threat to the status quo so they pull out
the hatchet and go to work.   Interesting to read the reader comments on that
Oklahoman editorial, even the liberals are taken aback when they realized that the
Tea Party supported Democrats when they were conservative.  Most telling in that
editorial was the dismissal of our defeat of incumbent Congressman John Sullivan
and the defeat of incumbent Representative Guy Liebmann, with the Oklahoman
calling those wins flukes caused by personal problems and new district lines.    So
when we lose it is our fault and when we win it is a fluke.

What stands out the most is the switch in labels for the Sooner Tea Party from
"rabid right wing conservatives" to “nonconservatives in Republican clothing”,
noting that even at their darkest hours they refuse to use the term
RINO.  Dichotomy is the first sign that your opponent’s arguments are failing and
even the most ignorant of readers will pick up on the sudden switch in tactics.

 

Bottom line:   The establishment was stunned at the opposition this primary
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Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

election and they have woken up to the power of the combined grassroots activists
coupled with worthy candidates.  They spent millions to keep a handful of
legislators and they know that they are going to have to spend millions again in the
general election.  But the Tea Party forces held the House by three votes in the
October 2011 Speakers Designate race and we have taken  two additional seats,
Dan Fisher and Mike Turner, with another six or so House seats yet to be decided
in the general election.  Our margin of control is now at 5 votes and the remaining
six House seats can fall to Democrat or liberal Republican and not change our
margin of control.

Do you want further proof of the change in their message?   Watch the liberal
Republicans froth at the mouth while denouncing Obama Care after pushing to
enact it in 2011.  

And who voted for Obama Care in 2011 that was featured in that article?  It didn’t
get a Senate vote but we have a committee where Obama Care was approved and
there was Senator Newberry and Crain who was the Chairman:

Senate Health and Human Services Committee Members

Agenda for 2/27/2012
Sen Brian Crain                 405-521-5620      crain@oksenate.gov
Sen Sean Burrage             405-521-5555     burrage@oksenate.gov
Sen Rick Brinkley              405-521-5566      brinkley@oksenate.gov
Sen Constance Johnson  405-521-5531      johnsonc@oksenate.gov
Sen Rob Johnson              405-521-5592      johnsonr@oksenate.gov
Sen Dan Newberry          405-521-5600      newberry@oksenate.gov
Sen Steve Russell             405-521-5618      russell@oksenate.gov
Sen Jim Wilson                 405-521-5574     wilson@oksenate.gov
Sen Brian Bingman          405-521-5528     bingman@oksenate.gov

 Next in the article was Rep Jason Nelson who voted for Obama Care in the
guise of HB 2130.  He was also the co chair of the dog and pony show in
2011 that went around the state trying to get voters to accept Obama Care
Health Insurance Exchanges.

Next up was Representative George Faught who actually did vote against
Obama Care.

After that was Representatives Pat Ownbey, Mike Sanders, and Josh
Cockcroft  who all voted for Obama Care in HB 2130.

Here is the 2011 Oklahoma RINO Index with their scores.  Put this link in your smart
phone so you can pull it up when you are at an event where one of these RINOs are
speaking so you can ask them why they made the bad votes for Obama Care.

And ending the abundance of crocodile tears in the article was GOP State
Chairman Matt Pinnell who sat on his hands while watching Republican
elected officials do their damndest to ram Obama Care down Oklahoman’s
throats.   Except of course when he was helping damage any chances of
conservatives retaking the state GOP.   Pinnell found time to help out with
that and he found time to try to milk donations and support out of
Oklahomans after the Supreme Court refused to kill Obama Care.

Last Tuesday was a watershed event for the Sooner Tea Party.   We won
some major races and the abuse hurled our way intensified as the political
establishment realizes that Keith Gaddie is right in his comments about our
performance.

   Several things to note about that Gaddie story.   But first notice who they picked
to represent the two sides of the fight?   The Sooner Tea Party and the State
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Chamber with Gaddie providing his opinion on who really won.

First is the new term that I introduced into the Oklahoman vocabulary,
constitutional conservative.   McNutt was struggling with an apt description for us
during his interview with me on that story until I suggested they drop social
conservatives in favor of constructional conservatives.   The subsequent Oklahoman
editorial used the phrase as well for the first time.  McNutt also correctly defined
Dan Fisher as a social conservative, developing an awareness that there is a
difference between the two conservative types.

Second is that McNutt did a great job getting across how we define victory;   by
fighting we gather experience and skills while we are pointing out the dichotomy
between the elected GOP officials and their own party platform.

Third is that we understand that without fiscal parity our power has limits.  
Incumbent Guy Liebman had a 50% advantage over Mike Turner but we were the
overriding factor when 5,000 voters got a newspaper delivered to their front
lawn.    Bridenstine was outspent three to one but again that is within our envelope
to make a difference but being outspent ten to one is not.

Lastly, the last few paragraphs of the Oklahoman article summed up what it is that
we do:

 

 The biggest effect the Sooner Tea Party and other constitutional
conservatives had on Tuesday’s elections was forcing the targeted
Republican legislators to reinforce their conservative values, Gaddie said.

 
 

“With a movement like this, part of the success isn’t necessarily in electing
candidates,” Gaddie said. “It’s in forcing incumbents to speak to what you’re
concerned about. And they were able to do that.

 
 

“If anything, what they did, they got some people out there to run and half
of them will never be back again. But some of them may run again and
might win.

 
 

“It’s why you do this,” he said, “is to grow a crop of candidates and to learn
how to create an organization. Learn how to win.”

 
 
We stunned them on the primary vote and served notice that buying politicians just
became more expensive.    The Obama Care decision on the next day added fuel to
the fire, it is our number one issue and both the establishment and the State
Chamber got caught on the wrong side of the issue and they know it.   Now they
are furiously back peddling and wrapping conservative values around them like it
was body armor.

 

 
Never forget that we don’t write this newsletter for our supporters, we write it to
educate the legislators and to drive them through an open door that leads where
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we want them to go.   When we do back one into a corner we expect them to fight
to the death as we haven’t provided an escape path, and in the process we win not
by actually defeating them but by showing the other politicians that we can
endanger their political future.   Remember the old Billy Jack movie where he told
the local political boss that he was going to take his right foot and lay it alongside
the boss’s left temple and there wasn’t a dang thing the guy could do about it?   
That is what we do, let them know what is coming to make them sweat, to twist
their guts into knots on Sunday night waiting to see if they have been outed, then
we drive them onto the battle field of our own choosing and either bleed them dry
defending their votes or force them to live up to the GOP Party Platform.

 

 

We are setting a schedule for newspapers for those runoff races and general
elections that will determine who ultimately wins or loses next session.    If the GOP
dares send us a crooked joke of a politician like Bobby Cleveland or Senator Clark
Jolley we can support the independent or the Democrat in the election and make
them fight for every inch.   It isn't electing our people that will free our state, it is in
forcing those already in control to do the right thing.
 
 

 
Obama Care Upheld is a Good Thing

 

If you didn’t like the Wednesday Supreme Court decision then you are playing poker
when you need to understand that politics is more like a battlefield.  Key to
understanding tactics is understanding that a machine gun's purpose isn't just to kill
the enemy, it is to deny them the use of the ground that it covers.

John Roberts successfully took the Obama mantra of this election being about
Supreme Court Justice appointments out of his political quiver by making a non
partisan ruling.
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Second he reminded us that this is a political issue not a legal issue, that who we
elect to office has major repercussions and we can’t depend on the Supreme Court
to always fight our fights.

Thirdly he reminded us that the Democrats were massive tax and spend advocates
and that Republicans were little better by calling this a tax instead of a mandate. 
Doing so added precedent against the use of the Commerce Clause and showed
the Court has a strong majority that still recognize the concept of federalism and
the restrains of Congress in forcing states to adhere to the whims of the federal
government.

Fourth, , the Democrats are going to have a hard time running to November
claiming the American people need to vote for them to preserve Obama Care.
  Instead the liberal Democrats must defend a massive tax increase.

And the sound you hear is libertarians marching into Camp Romney, with noses
held, knowing that the libertarian and conservative coalitions must defeat Obama
and Obama Care.

John Roberts successfully forced this into the political realm where Republicans
must follow their own Party Platform and Democrats must defend their votes.   We
saw that in the article above with the authors and supporters of the Obama Care
Health Insurance Exchanges switching sides.   They know that the majority of
Oklahomans agree with us, that small portions of Obama Care might be popular the
battle ground best suited for us is an all or nothing repeal of Obama Care, not
trying to slow it down or to do it to ourselves regardless of what the State Chamber
of Commerce might want.

Supreme Court Justices can play the long game as they have life tenure.    We can’t
throw them out so they can actually govern with an eye for what is best, not what
gets them re elected or re appointed.    John Roberts  most likely just put Mitt
Romney in the White House and less we forget,  without Republican Olympia
Snowe voting for Obama Care in the Senate Committee, we would have never had
Obama Care in the first place.

Of course there are legal flaws in the decision.    All bills imposing taxes have to
come from the House of Representatives, not the Senate as Obama Care did, so
that argument could have been raised.   Remember how all of this came about, the
Senate version was pulled from reconciliation and deemed passed rather than
risking another vote in the House, ergo the bill was never actually passed by the
House as it never received a proper House vote after reconciliation.   But the same
court that defied logic to say this was a tax would refuse to apply the constitutional
requirements for a House origination.

 

 
We don't need to rally at the Capitol, we don't need to send petitions and emails,
we need to buckle down and force the Oklahoma legislators to prepare to nullify
Obama Care by refusing to enact the law.   John Roberts stripped the provision
where the Feds could take all the Medicade funding from states that refused to
enact the Health Insurance Exchanges.  Let them take what they will but let's insist
that Oklahoma legislators stand between federal tyrany and their constituents. 
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Smart Meters Draw Activists Attention
 

Jason is one of my 40  Ron Paul County Coordinators from the 2012 Ron Paul
campaign who is planning on rallying the Deer Creek residents during the week of
July 4th to oppose the installation of smart meters.  He has a form letter for those
wishing to opt out of the smart meter program and there is a group in Tulsa that
has all the information you will need to get up to speed on this issue.

 

Jason can be reached at jasonandbuddy@hotmail.com if you want to help him
organize the Deer Creek area or start your own project.

 

 

Oklahoma's Big Spender's Gluttony at the Home Front
By D.B.

The only thing that is bigger than all of the talk, or bigger than all of the promises
of our state Governor and Legislators  is the big lie that they continue to mislead
the citizen's of Oklahoma.  Their big selling pitch from the start was the claim of
wanting to reduce the amount of government involvement.  The only thingthey
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have reduced is the people's voice in their practices.   They have knowingly, without
remorse and without any thought of the future, taken the state down by
continuing to spend like there is no tomorrow.  They have increased our debt, and
the only one that has benefited is them.  They make false claims of improvement,
yet nothing has gotten better.

 During Governor Fallin's campaign she repeatedly targeted Washington and its
unacceptable handling of our nation’s debt yet she was, and still is operating on the
same level as the people she criticized.  The state’s overall ratings have taken a
nose dive in just about every area possible, except for the state’s debt levels and
 government spending which is at a national high. 

Information obtained from http://www.ocpathink.org/articles/188University OCPA
 states: 

 "President Obama may be the biggest government spender in the history of the
United States, but the current leaders of Oklahoma are the biggest government
spenders in the state’s history".    

Okla. government spending is up  74%.   Here is the link to the detailed outline map
of Okla. government spending. 

 Oklahoma historian J. Rufus Fears refers to politicians whose reckless borrowing-
and-spending that puts all at risk by stating:

 "The politicians in Washington have failed us but the ones here at home are also
part of the problem."

 In other words, The leaders of Oklahoma have failed it's citizens , and continue to
do so without looking back. To fix the problem would mean that they must
acknowledge it. Instead they ignore and deny declaring "It's all good".

According to OCPA Oklahoma's spending is at a all time high and continues to rise.
It is reported that much of it is federal money.  Governor Fallin was calling
Washington for federal funding when a storm hasn't even hit yet this becomes real
obvious.    How unbelievably two faced for a leader to waste and spend taxpayer
dollars, and then run to the feds every chance she gets for a hand out.  The state
should be able to carry its own on a daily basis. That's what we pay taxes for. There
is a specific area of funds that are for such emergencies at the state capital but the
pot is empty.  This is just another indication that things are not on the up and up,
and that  finances are not in order.

Senator Coburn had several comments in his book "The Debt. Bomb" that stated :

 "State  policymaker's have become “dangerously reliant on federal money.”

 In a very real sense, Oklahoma policymakers receive federal bailouts every year.
They either don’t know or don’t care that, America is already bankrupt.

 Also from the book"The Debt Bomb:
 "The problem is we are dealing with careerist politicians, seduced by power and
position, and that they refuse to set priorities because cutting spending isn't truly
important to them."
I guess when Governor Fallin speaks of Oklahoma growth we the people are
misunderstanding the concept because just last week the Tax Foundation also
stated:

 "Oklahoma leads the nation in government spending growth over the past
decade." 

Not the kind of growth she claims to be working on.
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Her corny, worn out, far-fetched one liner of "We could teach Washington a thing
or two" is laughable. Not only has she raised the state’s debt by overspending, her
"save the world" tax plan was a flux just like all of the rest of her side of the mouth
speeches.  She apparently isn't too worried about it as she keeps popping up at
various sporting events, or vacation spots.   It is disheartening and insulting to
continue to hear lines such as this barked out like no one notices.

That's right Governor Fallin." You showed them a thing or two".
I'm just not sure what.

 

 

Blog Articles for Hire
Big Discounts if Credibility isn’t Required

R. H.
 

In the no longer influential McCarville Report published on the 27th of June 2012,
Mr. McCarville had an article regarding the Sooner Tea Party. It was a rather
braggadocios article claiming that “There’ll be no large influx of Sooner Tea Party
legislators next year.”
 
Did we run articles in a paper in several districts pointing out the voting records of
several RINO Republicans? Yes we did. We felt the voting public had a right to know
just how these self-described conservatives like  Dan Newberry, Brian Crain, Marian
Cooksey, Clark Jolley, Elsie Hall’ Guy Liebmann and Gary Banz, are really liberals
masquerading as conservatives.
 
Did our efforts affect the outcome? Maybe, after all Guy Liebmann did lose his
seat. If we had any effect at all, it was through honest reporting on the candidates.
That’s something Mike McCarville might try sometime.
 
Mr. McCarville also fails to mention the effect of his benefactors PAC that
continued to air ads that had proven to be nothing but lies against his opponent.
Granted he has no direct control over the PAC, but he could have asked that those
ads be stopped. His failure to do so is tantamount to an endorsement of those ads.
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Mike just so you’ll know the Sooner Tea Party did not go “Up in Flames” as you
titled your story. The only thing that has gone up in flames is your credibility.  That
went the day you sold out to the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce.
 
As for the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce, we know who your flunkies in
the House and Senate are. We know what your agenda is. We will be watching. We
will do everything we can to stop your liberal, progressive agenda from corroding
the liberties of freedom loving Oklahomans. Your days as a political power house
are numbered.
 

 

Audit the Fed
It Just Might Happen!

.

On June 27th, Audit the Fed unanimously passed the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee by voice vote!  Only a few short years ago, just the
thought of getting a committee hearing on such an issue was considered a long
shot at best.   But that was because the Washington establishment and the banking
elite underestimated the power of true grassroots activism.

Campaign for Liberty was the group that made this possible with hundreds of
thousands of petitions, phone calls, faxes, and emails generated by passionate C4L
activists around the country.  One congressman noted he had been contacted by
“scores of constituents” supporting Audit the Fed.

At one point, Rep. Elijah Cummings (MD-7) introduced an amendment that, like the
Watt amendment to H.R. 1207 in the 111th Congress, would have gutted Audit the
Fed but activist pressure stopped it butt cold.  In fact, it was truly astonishing just
how quickly Representative Cummings withdrew the amendment after it became
clear there was no support for it in the Committee - even from members of his own
party.
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Over the last four years, C4L made tremendous strides in bringing the Federal
Reserve to the forefront of political debate and pushing the central bank toward
transparency.

Of course, ultimately, America shouldn’t even have a Federal Reserve System to
create moral hazard, keep interest rates artificially low, bail out friends and favored
firms, and manipulate our monetary supply.   Today’s committee hearing was just
one small step toward passing Audit the Fed, but also, one giant leap toward
ending it.  Now, with a floor vote before the entire U.S. House in July fast
approaching, I hope you’ll stand with us again as we look to jump another hurdle
and carry this bill into the Senate.

Visit the Campaign for Liberty website for more info on how to get involved.  

 

 

 
The State Chamber Thinks They Won

By R. H.
 

In a display of ignorance and voter apathy, ten of eleven Oklahoma County area
legislators won their primaries on Tuesday night.  Voter turnout was appallingly low,
the special interest money was enormous, but were there other reasons?
 
The simple truth of the matter is that voters don’t educate themselves on the
candidates. They don’t listen to what people are saying about the incumbents. They
just go to the polls and say “duh I recognize that name, I’ll vote for them.” Six of
the incumbents that ran had current ethics complaints filed against them.
 
For those of you, who read this newsletter, WAKE UP. Talk to your friends and
neighbors more. Offer them a copy of the newsletter. Show them the information.
Show them how they can subscribe to the newsletter and the newspaper. Ask them
to inform their friends and neighbors. An informed public is our best defense
against a runaway government. We cannot begin to change things in Oklahoma
until we change the thinking of the public at large.
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The only RINO that was unseated was Guy Liebmann. As there was no Democratic
challenger in District 82, the new Representative for the district is Representative
elect Mike Turner.
 
Senator Jolley, you are under the cloud of an ethics investigation for campaign
violations. We have reviewed the records that accuse you of violating campaign
laws of the State of Oklahoma. You and your surrogates ran untruthful, fraudulent
campaign ads that were reminiscent of the days of Obama 2008.  Every vote you
make will be documented. Should you decide to run for another office, rest assured
that your record of deceit will follow you.
 
For all you other RINO Republicans out there who think you are safe, think again.
We have only just begun. We are watching what you do. Your records will be
exposed. We will win our state back.
 
For those Conservative candidates that lost tonight, we ask one thing:  stay in the
fight. Don’t resort to the tactics that defeated you and run the risk of an ethics
charge. There are several current lawmakers facing ethics complaints for this one
simple reason. They did not go down as soon as possible and open a campaign for
the same office for the next campaign cycle. For the Senate that is 2016. For the
House that is 2014. By doing so, you can legally collect donations, hold campaign
events and campaign for office for the next term.
 
The next election cycle starts now.   Don’t give the crooks a minute of rest or a
second of inattention.   Start gathering supporters, funds, and information.   Make
them fight without rest until they realize that a life of crime is easier than using
politics to line your pockets.

 

 

 

Assumption, What Does It Get You?
By Ms PM
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One of the first assumptions as many see it is that of government control over our
every move. Seriously, how can the finger be pointed at government bureaucrats
when citizens are the ones doing the electing and thus giving away rights by not

holding those elected accountable? Is it not a fact that the citizens outnumber the
state and federal public servants by astronomical numbers? If this fact is accepted
then how can citizens shift the blame to anyone other than themselves, after all,
the apathetic voting habits, those who demand a free ride, along with a lack of

personal investigation for all candidates, could be the root of this evil. The odds are
high that the information is out there. Could it be people are too lazy to look and

continue to believe these liars once they step onto the "elect me pulpit?" There are
over three million people in Oklahoma and divided up that would be 0.00001 phone
calls per week, per person to let representatives know they are being watched. This
is a small price to pay with any busy schedule. It does seem citizen reaction comes
only after the election, which in turn will always consume more valuable time and

energy fighting the battle.

 

This next assumption seems to rear its ugly head frequently and many folks are
under the belief, that a few will do the work of many. This thought process does

not appear any different than the socialist plan being implemented throughout our
country. When you have the few doing the work, and the many receiving the

benefits, history has shown that when you don't have to work for what you have
and in this instance, freedom, this incestuous breeding of entitlement springs up in
everyday life, thus eroding the values and morals our country was founded upon. If
there are any people appalled by the entitlement society being bred into American

culture, then how is this lack of participation, by any means, justified?

 

People assume that government has and always will be run the way it is because
"that's just the way it is." What makes a citizen believe this great lie? This
conditioning process from those elected has worked, look at who we have

representing us as a nation, then within our state. A perfect example of this
process just happened here in the Oklahoma primaries. The facts were there but

the lights went out when it came time for people to verify the information before
going to the polling booth. The end result in this election is proof, first by those

that did not vote, then by the ones that did when they put most of the same liars,
cheats and thieves back into power. The end result... another round of fighting

comes next session when citizens complain about not being represented. It's hard
to put out the fire when "we the people" seem to be the ones supplying the

matches.

 

The most recent assumption that many have is geared toward the Obama care vote
as being unconstitutional. Most assume it is not constitutional, and it isn't, under

the Commerce Clause. The Justices' ruling under this section is a monumental
achievement for America. This put the brakes on the federal government regulating
everything we do by tying their power, including the health care to the Commerce
Clause. Justice Roberts deemed it a "tax", which it is and always was, and because
the citizens decided it was a grand idea to give the federal government unlimited

power of taxation, also allows the ruling as Constitutional through his eyes, maybe,
but probably not, and it could have been his plan all along to force Americans to

wake up. There are a few theories as to why Roberts did what he did. The outcome
of his actions does seem to be working regardless of why. We can now undo the
funding for this beast, eventually repeal and bury it in the garbage dump. Even

though all of those who crammed this legislation down our throats by spewing the
lie about it not being a tax, what we now have is a clear view of the deceit used
against the citizens by the Democratic Party. Justice Roberts brought us this very
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clear picture. What it also did was give citizens a perfect example of who is
supposed to hold the power needed to stop the federal government from taxing us
to death. Through citizen participation, we will be the ones to stop it, as it should
be, first by electing those that will uphold the Constitution and second by paying

attention and voting out those that do not.

 

Justice John Roberts decision ended with a brilliant outcome, intentioned or not. In
the Justices' decision it states this: "It is not our job to protect the people from the
consequences of their political choices.” Haven't the citizens been screaming about

too much interference from government? This decision says to the American
people, you now have to fix the mess that you have created and America has the

opportunity to do just that. 

 

He has given the federal government the slap in the face they righteously deserve
regarding their never ending power grab in using the Commerce Clause. Along with
that he has given the American public the key to unlock the chains, but only if they

are smart enough to grab on and ride it out. Could this decision be just what the
doctor ordered? One never knows about the extent of unintended consequences,
but this scenario could not have been planned out any better. Sure, he could have
ruled the whole thing unconstitutional and saved a lot of work. Clearly people do

not grasp the impact of how easy the freedom many take for granted could
disappear. Most people take better care of something they have to earn and this is

no different. This country was not founded on entitlements.

 

All that is necessary is to not give up before the miracle happens. American Patriots
don't give up, the mere thought of giving our destiny to a small bunch of

bureaucrats must be crossed off of their "to do" list.

 

The state government is no different than the federal government other than it is
on a smaller scale. You have the same liars, cheats and thieves. When the citizens

are not paying attention to local elections, the drama perpetuates and moves on to
Washington D.C. There is little doubt, the way to fix Washington is by getting our
own house in order. Thank you Justice Roberts, America has the opportunity of a
lifetime, we get to prove to this great country that we deserve her. There is no

greater achievement than a nation working together for such an important cause as
freedom!
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Senator Dan Newberry Claims Tea Party Candidate
Status

 R. H.
 

 
No nasty emails please, that is a dude on the left.  Don't yah recoginze Dan?

 
In a recent article published in CapitolBeat OK on June 29, 2012, you can
read the article here, Ruling by Roberts Court enrages – and re-energizes –
Oklahoma Republicans, that dealt with the Obama Care ruling, Senator Newberry
had the audacity to claim that he was a Tea Party Conservative. After picking
myself up off the ground from laughing so hard at this joke, I just had to write this
article and set the record straight.
 
Here are some of the things a true Tea Party Conservative would not have done
what Senator Newberry did. All the information has been provided before, so it
should come as no surprise to anyone. A Tea Party Conservative would not
 
1. Accept a donation from Prominent Democratic Campaign Obama Fund Bundler
and Solyndra Cheat George Kaiser.
 
2. Want to manage the states money while their home is being foreclosed on.
 
 
3. Vote Yea on HB 1953, The Governors Quick Action Fund or Slush Fund as we call
it.-Liberal
 
4. Vote to delegate planning responsibilities to un-elected commission
 
5. Vote Yea on HB 2131 Soft on Crime.-Liberal
 
6. Vote Yea on SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act. Liberal
 
7. Vote every time to increase the size of government. –Liberal
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Those are not Tea Party Conservative votes. Those are Progressive Liberal votes.
They fit in well with the agenda of the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce’s
goal of trying to remake this great state look more like New York.
 
Senator Newberry sits on the Appropriations Committee and the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services in the Senate. How can we trust a
man to manage state funds appropriately, when he can’t even manage his own
funds or pay his own house payment? We’ll be watching committee assignments
next year and Senator Newberry better not have anything to do with
appropriations. It’s un-ethical. Imagine that, Senator Newberry could be our first
homeless State Senator.
 
If anything Senator Newberry stands for everything that is wrong with state and
federal government.   A Tea Party Senator?   If he doesn’t have a home at least he
has a vivid imagination.
 

 

ICLEI or Just Plain Icky?
 

Consider the caption below taken from ICLEI'S June 15th newsletter. They
choose their words carefully and a "rapid and radical agenda" should scare
the hell out of you,that is unless you continue along the path of "ignorance
is bliss.

 

ICLEI presents 8 agendas for rapid and radical action

ICLEI's 8 agendas of action for sustainable cities was presented in parallel sessions
at their congress today. The agendas are: Biodiverse Cities, Resource-efficient Cities,
Low-carbon Cities, Sustainable Cities, Resilient Cities, Green Urban Economy, Smart
Urban Infrastructure, and Healthy and Happy Communities.

 

Number one of the 8 agendas in their newsletter is Biodiverse Cities. Here is the
definition to describe the term. Biodiversity is a scientific term used to describe the
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'variety of life', or the range of plants, animals and habitats that exist in a given
area.

In this article you will find information on the topic agenda of Biodiverse Cities. 

The article states that cities are eating up resources and habitat. According to
ipsnews, climate change is one of the main forces responsible for the huge loss of
biodiversity on the planet. This term use to be called "global warming" but it is no
longer politically correct. There was research information withheld a while back and
people experienced a bitter taste towards the findings once the information was
brought to the public's attention. Those that believe in global warming will not be
deterred in creating these utopian cities regardless of the findings from scientists
not of their belief. The executive secretary of the UN Convention, Ahmed Djoghlaf, 
believes that "we are living beyond the means and capacities of our planet."

 

Brazil has taken the lead in setting new trends in planning the city of Curitiba. This
biodiverse city demonstrates that urban planning is going to be environmentally
friendly. The city has 16 parks, 14 forests and over 1,000 green public areas that
are shared by residents. One thing this article does not cover is what happens to
privately owned land in the middle of these "green cities", when the owner chooses
to do something other than make a park out of it.

 

In this article it states that Europe leads the way as a model example for
biodiversity management. The article states that cities are at a demand for space
and are the main cause of water, soil and air pollution. Climate change and the
over-exploitation of natural resources is high on their priority list.

 

On The United Nations website the one thing that screams "look out." was stated;
"establish functioning governance structures that are able to enforce legislation." 

This article is on the number two topic agenda of Resource-Efficient Cities. The UN
has a website that will make you feel warm and fuzzy and will best describe what
all of this is about. . Hop on board this utopia train and learn how to live like good
people should. You will be taught that the way to reduce the poverty gap is simply
by understanding the wasteful use of resources. "Cleaner production practices and
technologies also provide opportunities for small business development and
creation of green jobs, which are critical to addressing poverty."

In this article it states this;

 Change of lifestyle stands out as an important measure in Malmö’s
Sustainable Energy Action Plan  . What specific actions is the city
taking to encourage behavior change and thus minimize the
environmental impact of households?

Reading this article one could think that all we need is a nudge to get us on the
right path, regardless if we believe in what is being served from the pot o' crap.
What happened to a free society?
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Third on the topic agenda is Low-carbon Cities.  This website will walk you through
the entire process of infiltration within cities. The site states, "Overall we aimed for
significant carbon savings through joined up city-wide low carbon strategies. The
vision was that of a city-wide carbon reduction target lead by the public sector,
supported by the private sector and owned by the entire community." Does anyone
reflect on Cap and Trade?

Fourth on the topic agenda is Sustainable Cities. This website goes through the
entire process of setting up a mock city for sustainability. It talks  about green
house gas and the plethora of things we humans are doing to destroy the planet
and how to fix us.  

Fifth on the topic agenda are Resilient Cities. ICLEI's website  This site states; "Only
resilient cities will have a future. Only resilient cities will be able to withstand
disasters and climate change, will function under conditions of resource constraints,
will be able to secure livelihoods for their citizens.

 

Does anyone think all of this means we better get with the program and make sure
we're ready for all this disaster to hit?  Does anyone understand why the federal
government is bent on raiding small farmers and shutting them down? Could it be
all the genetically modified seeds that don't need as much water to grow and the
pesticides are built in? Some people don't trust the government to know what's
good for them and some folks don't want to grow it? Does anyone remember the
Amish farm that was shut down?

 

Sixth on the topic agenda is Green Urban Economy. This website gets into the new regulations
that will be enforced to make people follow the new rules..  

"Incentives and regulations in the building and construction sector offer
opportunities for cities and local governments to leverage their authority in the
setting of standards and the issuing of building permits. These measures, including
mandatory investments in energy efficiency or the installation of renewable energy
technologies in buildings, can make a substantial impact."

 

ICLEI believes this green urban economy will bring everyone to a level playing field.
They state, "the postmodern sustainable city should also be a well-organized place
with low unemployment, social equality, green open space, social interaction
platforms and universal education with provisions for basic needs."

 

Lawrence Bloom, chief of the Green Economy Initiatives sustainable cities' has this
to say, "Our vision is no less than a society living in harmony with nature,
thriving on a truly global green economy."

 

Seventh on the topic agenda is Smart Urban Infrastructure. This ICLEI website
explains how this will be implemented.  
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More regulation anyone? "This poses significant challenges for the retrofitting and
upgrading of old infrastructure in cities, and ensuring that which is built meets strict
sustainability criteria and contributes to creating sustainable city systems."

 

In Bogota Columbia they have reclaimed streets from personal automobiles and
designated them to public transit. They did this to create a city for people. They
created bicycle bridges and paths. The implementation of a "Ciclo-via" on Sundays
allowed people to experience the city on a bicycle which removed their conception
of only low income people ride a bike. Bogota touts itself as a people friendly city.
How many of you want to be told you have to ride a bicycle in Oklahoma weather?

 

Last on the topic agenda is Healthy and Happy communities. This ICLEI website
states this; "Ultimately cities strive to ensure that their local community enjoys
health and happiness and good quality of life. Whether on a modest or more
affluent economic footing, local governments must promote community vitality,
health, peace, safety, education, culture, and good governance. Local governments
can take advantage of 20 years of ICLEI leadership and experience in promoting
participatory governance and sustainable development planning for healthy and
happy communities."

 

ICLEI offers its members several opportunities. You can develop a local "happiness
index." You can seek guidance through their Safe & Healthy Communities program.
They also give support to members in crisis-stricken regions or those communities
suffering from violence, but the catch, those cities have to incorporate a just and
peaceful community in their sustainable development plans.

 

This article talks about the not so fuzzy side of ICLEI.  

 ICLEI has changed some of the words they use, for example, sustainable
development and biodiversity is an "easier sell" than climate change. Either way it's
the same radical agenda. The implementation gives the UN expanded power and
money, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency isn't left out either. They will be
the ones telling you that you can pay for your land and pay the taxes but don't
think about doing what you want with it.

 
 

There will be more taxpayer money going to failed green energy companys so get
use to it, the goal is for a better world. There is a long list of tactics that will be
used for this agenda to delay, prevent and control energy and economic
development not to mention hydrocarbon use, logging, farming and family size.

 

One of the worst of the many unintended consequences will be to give increased
power to unelected and unaccountable bureaucrats and activists. It is said that no

40590

http://t.ymlp232.net/bhsmafajhuuazabsarajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp232.net/bhsjacajhuuaoabsatajbye/click.php


substantiated proof is out there to believe species are at risk.

 

Corn-based ethanol is expensive; it takes millions of acres to grow and billions of
gallons of water before harvest. Add the fertilizer and insecticides and you've got
yourself quite a cocktail.

 

This website shows the cities within the U.S. that are members of ICLEI.  

So... all of you utopia dreaming knot heads can pack it up and move to Rio. Ride
your bikes and play kissy face in the park with each other. Take this green,
sustainable moron running this country with you and ya'll can have a big fat healthy
and happy community to live in. We don't want it, you do, so leave! 

 
 Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks
of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and
email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who
else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click
here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list! 
Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to
prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign
materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will
spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do
our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can
begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358
North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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Subject: Tea Party groups take on the IRS
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In This Issue:

1. Tea Party Groups Take on the IRS 2. ObamaCare's funding and mandates

must be stopped

1. Tea Party Fights Back Against IRS Abuses!
A special news report from Liberty News Network

Tea Party organizations are calling out the IRS for coordinated attacks against the

groups. The IRS has allegedly hindered the issuance of their tax-exempt status by

creating unprecedented stipulations and making obtaining the status virtually impossible –

or elongated in time. These coordinated efforts by the IRS were an apparent effort to slow

down or thwart the application process.

In November, the Grassroots Action Alert reported that Tea Party groups were being

conspicuously audited and unfairly charged for access to public facilities. As we now

know, that was just one of many orchestrated leftist attacks designed to silence the Tea

Party or render the movement ineffective. 

Taking on the IRS is a daunting task, but now, as evidence of the assaults mounted, the

Tea Party has come out “guns blazing” with a lawsuit and the launch of the Liberty

Defense Foundation. 

ACTION: The Tea Party's counter-offensive against the IRS has taken on a multifaceted

approach with their lawsuit and the launch of the Liberty Defense Foundation. Find out

more in Liberty News Network's exclusive report: Tea Party Fights Back Against IRS

Abuses.

2. 500 Million More Reasons to Stop ObamaCare and
IRS Expansion

A message from Liberty Counsel Founder and President, Matthew D. Staver 

Despite the fact that the Supreme Court has not yet ruled on the constitutionality of

ObamaCare…and ignoring the fact that a vast majority of Americans oppose

ObamaCare…and turning a deaf ear to the cries of people of faith who vehemently
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oppose ObamaCare’s “contraceptive and abortifacient” mandate…the Obama

administration doggedly continues to push ObamaCare forward.

 

The Hill.com reported this week that ObamaCare is expanding the IRS sooner than

later…

“The Obama administration is quietly diverting roughly $500 million to the IRS to help

implement the president’s healthcare law. The money is only part of the IRS’s total

implementation spending, and it is being provided outside the normal appropriations

process." The tax agency is responsible for the enforcement of several key provisions of

the new law, including the unpopular individual mandate.

 

ObamaCare’s funding and mandates march on… in an open display of blatant disregard

for the American people, the American Constitution, American law, and even the

healthcare system itself.

Liberty Counsel vehemently opposes the continued funding of ObamaCare and the

advancement of its unconstitutional mandates!  

ACTION: Members of the House of Representatives are learning in no uncertain terms

that passing Congressman Jeff Fortenberry’s “Respect for Rights of Conscience Act” IS

the will of a vast majority of the American people – and that THEIR time to take action is

NOW against this immoral and unconstitutional mandate!  Click here to sign Liberty

Counsel's petition to the House of Repesentatives calling for the passage of the “Respect

for Rights of Conscience Act” - another immoral part of ObamaCare that must be

defeated.

Network is the largest

conservative Social Action

Network with hundreds of

thousands online every

month. Get connected with

patriotic conservatives in

your community, state and

across the nation.
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Prepared by the Ways and Means Committee Staff 
 

 
 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Extension 
Extending and Improving the Integrity of a Program for Needy Families  

 
OVERVIEW 
The Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act extends through September 30, 2012, the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), which is set to expire on December 31, 2011, while making some 
needed reforms to ensure that taxpayer funds are protected from abuse. 
 
REFORMS TO TANF 
The following changes are made to the TANF program: 

1. Improves program administration by standardizing data elements to improve integrity and 
collaboration  

• Improves data matching and program integrity by requiring standardized data and HHS 
coordination of exchanges across State TANF programs. 

• This language is identical to language in the Child and Family Services Improvement and 
Innovation Act that became law earlier this year (P.L. 112-210), which required 
standardization of child welfare data. 

• This language continues bipartisan efforts to standardize human services program data to 
allow for better sharing of information and to improve understanding of how individuals 
interact with multiple welfare programs. 

2. Closes the current “strip club loophole” 
• The legislation ensures that welfare funds cannot be accessed at ATMs in strip clubs, 

liquor stores, and casinos. 
• The proposal penalizes states that do not enforce this provision and report to the 

Department of Health and Human Services within two years of enactment. 
• This provision is identical to the Welfare Integrity Now for Children and Families Act of 

2011, introduced by Senators Baucus and Hatch, Chairman and Ranking Member, 
respectively, of the Senate Finance Committee. 

 
BACKGROUND 
TANF was created as part of the 1996 welfare reform law.  The law established increased work 
requirements for recipients and limited the length of time individuals could receive Federal welfare 
checks. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 

• According to the most recent data, there are 4.4 million TANF recipients in the U.S. 
• Media reports in numerous States have documented how thousands of dollars in welfare benefits 

have been accessed at ATMs in strip clubs, liquor stores, and casinos under current law. 
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Ten Lessons Learned from the Utah Experience 
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Ten Lessons Learned 

6. Engage Stakeholders Early and Often 
and in a Cooperative Dynamic 

7. Deadlines Can Be Your Friends 

8. Consider A Phased Approach 

9. Leverage Existing Resources 

1 0. Commit to Systemic Change 

Develop a General Timeline 

1-3-6·10 Plan 

Owing tM- 1st year, take spedflc actions to establish a foundation 
for future sua.ess 

Understand It may take as many as 3 years to fully develop a plan 
of action 
Focus on 6 critical areas of need 
Further understand It may take as long as 10 yean to fully 
Implement refonns 

Ten Lessons Learned 

1. Support and Cooperation Within and 
Across State Government Is Key 

2. Begin with the End in Mind 

3. Develop a General Timeline 

4. Identify Specific Problems to be 
Addressed 

5. Demography is Destiny 

Begin With The End In Mind 

Develop a consumer driven health care and 
insurance market that provides: 

Greater Choice 
Expanded Access 
Individual Responsibility 
Increased AffOfdablllty 
Higher Quality 
Improved Health 

Identify Specific Problems 

Too M2.rrt Uninsured 
Employen Dropping Insurance 
Escalating Premium Cort.s 
Consumers Increasingly Detached from the Mar1<et 

• Mlsaltgoed Incentives 
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at~rou ato.N Shle\4, Hl.mlnl) 

Au&uJt 2009 Utah Health Ell;chan1• llmlttd launch 
En~ 1s ~to tlm!t~ NT'IbH 111 liNU ~ [2-50 ~I 
'"'pow Is t.o t~t 6,mtnlcl of thr ,_ .S.flnld coottlbutlon 1!\llN\ a ....,.u as 
the pt"O(tu.t or tbt bl:l\uotW ~hnolotY 1S 

Leverage Existing Resources 

Technology 
Private·s.ector vendOI"l 
· Enrotlm!!nt and Plan Setectlon-bswitt, Inc. 
- Flnandai/Banklng Fuf\Ctlon-HeatthEquity, foe. 

M~rketlng and Outreach 
Chambers of Commerce 

• Professional and Trade Associations 
• Earned Media 
Education and Adoption 

Brokers and Consultants 
• Human Resource Managers 

Advantages of the 
Utah Health Exchange 

EMPLOYERS 

S1mplifled Benef!ts 
Management 
Predictable costs 
Expanded Coverage Chokes 
Preserve Tax Benefits 

EMPLOYEES 

tndtvlduat Control. and Choice 
Pay with Pre· tax dolla11 

Plan Portability 
Premium Aggregation 

" 

" 

Utah Health Exchange Time line 

March 2010 Ha29.tlncludn provis!ooslntMded to corrKtand enhance tM 
def!Md conll1butlon market and the Exchanae 

Pl'idnc pu1ty Wtvo<Nn tnd!tloNI. $mall poop l'nllbt 11M Otfftd contrlbo.otlon ..... 
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April 2010 Larte GftiUp Pilot Project t.lnehfl 
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AutuJt 2010 Fun Kale launch to •II Utah small emptoyen 

Commit to 
Systemic Change 

Six Areas of Emphasis 

Health Insurance Refonn 
Persooal Responsibility 
Transparency and Value 
Maximize Tax Advantases 
Optimize Public Programs 
Modernize Governance-

" 

" 

How does the Exchange work? 

• Step 1 · Employer signs up 

• Step 2 · Employee enters Information 
• Step 3 · Premiums are generated 

7/25/2010 

• Step 4 ·Employee compar1soo shopping and ~n enrollment period 
• Step 5 · Ffnatlze enrollment 
• Step 6 · Plans go Into effect on designated date 

" 

3 
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Similarities: 
Massachusetts and Utah 

Massachusetts 
State·based solution designed 
to be responsive to state· 
spedfk Issues, customs, 
business practices, etc. 
Consumer-centered approach 
Achieved broad, bipartisan 
consensus supporting the basic 
reform elements 

Utah 
State· based sol.utloo d~igned 
to be responstve to state· 
specific t~es. customs, 
business practices, etc. 
Ccnsumer·centered approach 
Ach!e-."ed broad, bipartisan 
COMensus supporting the bask 
reform elements 

" 
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Ten Lessons Learned 

6. Engage Stakeholders Early and Often 
and in a Cooperative Dynamic 

7. Deadlines Can Be Your Friends 

8. Consider A Phased Approach 

9. Leverage Existing Resources 

10. Commit to Systemic Change 

Develop a General Timeline 

1·3·6·10 Plan 

During t~ 1st year, take- spedflc actions to establish a foundation 
for future succes.s 
Understand It may take as many as 3 yean to fully develop a plan 
of action 
Focus on 6 cr1tfcal areas of need 
further understand It may take as long as 10 yean to fully 
Implement reforms 

Ten Lessons Learned 

1. Support and Cooperation Within and 
Across State Government. is Key 

2. Begin with the End In Mind 

3. Develop a General Timellne 

4. Identify Specific Problems to be 
Addressed 

5. Demography is Destiny 

Begin With The End In Mind 

Develop a consumer driven health care and 
Insurance market that provides: 

Greater Choice 
Expanded Access 
Individual Responsibility 
Increased AffOI'dabtUty 
Higher Quality 
Improved Health 

Identify Specific Problems 

Too !Wley Uninsured 
Employers Dropping Insurance 
Esc:alating Premium Costs 
Consumers Increasingly Detached from the Market 
MlsaHgned locenttves 
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. Enrottment and Plan Se\ectlon-bswltt, In~: . 
. Flnandai/Banklng Functlon-HealthEqulty, Inc. 
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Broken and Consultants 
• Human Resource Managen 

Advantages of the 
Utah Health Exchange 

EMPLOYERS 

Simplified Benefits 
Management 
Predictable costs 
El<paoded Coverage Choices 
Preserve Tax Benefits 

EMPLOYEES 

Individual Control and Choice 
Pay with Pre·tax dotlars 
Pl:m Portab111ty 
Premium Aggregatloo 
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Utah Health Exchange Time line 
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Commit to 
Systemic Change 

Six Areas of Emphasis 

Health Insurance Reform 
Personal Responsibility 
Transparency and Value 
Maximize Tax Advantages 
Optimize Public Programs 
Modemlze GaverMn<e 

.. 

" 

How does the Exchange work? 

• Step 1 . Employer signs up 

• Step 2 ·Employee enters ln!ormatloo 

• Step 3 · Premiums are generated 
• Step 4 • Employee comparison shopping aod open enrollment period 

• Step 5 · Ftnatlze enrollment 

• Step 6 · Plans go Into effect on designated date 

" 
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Similarities: 
Massachusetts and Utah 

Massachusetts 
State· based solution designed 
to be responsive to state· 
spectflc issues, customs, 
business practices, etc. 
Consumer-centered approach 

Achieved broad. bipartisan 
consensus supporting the bask 
refonn elements 

Utah 
State· based solution designed 
to be responsive to state· 
specific Issues, customs, 
business practices, etc. 
Ccnsumer·centered approach 

Achieved broad, bipartisan 
consensus supporting the bas.lc 
ref~Xm elements 

, 
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Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
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and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###

40602



OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary
Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov

(405) 522-8878
 

From: Governor Fallin Press
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 7, 2011

 

Editor’s note:  This is the first in a regular series of columns from Governor Mary Fallin. They
will be offered monthly and delivered on the first Monday of each month.

 

GOVERNOR FALLIN’S MONTHLY COLUMN: 
Oklahoma’s Path to Prosperity

By Governor Mary Fallin

Earlier this week, I delivered my first State of the State address as the 2011 legislative session
convened.  I also delivered to the Legislature a responsible executive budget that strikes a
balance between achieving savings through streamlining government services and pursuing
necessary budget cuts.

All state agencies must make shared sacrifices this year – there’s no way around it.  Our
government cannot spend money it does not have.  But while every agency will be cut, my
budget proposes lesser cuts to priorities like health and human services, education and public
safety in order to preserve vital services for all Oklahomans. 

Cutting government spending this year is just a start. I am also proposing a long-term plan, a
path to prosperity, for the state of Oklahoma. It includes important job-creating reforms to our
legal system, government spending, education and health care.   

In the following weeks and months ahead, I will work with the Legislature to pursue pro-growth
policies like workers’ compensation reform and lawsuit reform.  Tackling these two issues will
lessen the burden on businesses in Oklahoma while attracting more investment in our state.
Those efforts, combined with a reexamination of our tax code and our systems of rules and
regulations, will ultimately help to bring more and better jobs to the state of Oklahoma.

My budget also lays out a series of reforms that allows our state government to utilize new
technology to save money while increasing efficiency.  For instance, if we move state
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government from paper to electronic billing services, we’ll save around $3 million annually.

I have also named education reform a priority, so our children are better equipped to compete in
the 21st century global economy. Nothing is more important to Oklahoma’s long-term prosperity
than making sure our children are well educated. That will require cutting down on
administrative overhead to get more money into classrooms. It will mean holding teachers and
administrators accountable and rewarding them for high performance.  And it will involve
partnering with the private sector to support innovation in our public school system. There’s a
lot of work to be done, but I am committed to raising the bar on education in Oklahoma, just as
I know the new state schools superintendent, secretary of education and the Legislature are.

Finally, our state cannot be successful if we remain in poor health.  Sadly, Oklahoma ranks near
the bottom in most major measures of health, from obesity to heart disease and diabetes.  The
cost in lives and in dollars, along with the loss of worker productivity, is too great for the state
to stay our current course.

That’s why I’m working with legislators to pursue local, state-based solutions – not one-size-
fits-all federal interventions like Obamacare – that lower the cost of health insurance by
increasing choice and market-based competition while lowering legal expenses. We’ll also
encourage schools, businesses and local neighborhoods to voluntarily offer health living
incentives that will put us on a path toward greater health and prosperity.

We face some tough challenges ahead of us, but we have emerged before from tough times in
the past and become a stronger and more resilient state.  I am optimistic that if we all work
together – my administration, lawmakers, businesses and families – we can emerge from this
recession as a stronger, healthier and more prosperous Oklahoma. 

###
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: test
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 7, 2011

 

Editor’s note:  This is the first in a regular series of columns from Governor Mary Fallin. They
will be offered monthly and delivered on the first Monday of each month.

 

GOVERNOR FALLIN’S MONTHLY COLUMN: 
Oklahoma’s Path to Prosperity

By Governor Mary Fallin

Earlier this week, I delivered my first State of the State address as the 2011 legislative session
convened.  I also delivered to the Legislature a responsible executive budget that strikes a
balance between achieving savings through streamlining government services and pursuing
necessary budget cuts.

All state agencies must make shared sacrifices this year – there’s no way around it.  Our
government cannot spend money it does not have.  But while every agency will be cut, my
budget proposes lesser cuts to priorities like health and human services, education and public
safety in order to preserve vital services for all Oklahomans. 

Cutting government spending this year is just a start. I am also proposing a long-term plan, a
path to prosperity, for the state of Oklahoma. It includes important job-creating reforms to our
legal system, government spending, education and health care.   

In the following weeks and months ahead, I will work with the Legislature to pursue pro-growth
policies like workers’ compensation reform and lawsuit reform.  Tackling these two issues will
lessen the burden on businesses in Oklahoma while attracting more investment in our state.
Those efforts, combined with a reexamination of our tax code and our systems of rules and
regulations, will ultimately help to bring more and better jobs to the state of Oklahoma.

My budget also lays out a series of reforms that allows our state government to utilize new
technology to save money while increasing efficiency.  For instance, if we move state

40605

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PRESS
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov


government from paper to electronic billing services, we’ll save around $3 million annually.

I have also named education reform a priority, so our children are better equipped to compete in
the 21st century global economy. Nothing is more important to Oklahoma’s long-term prosperity
than making sure our children are well educated. That will require cutting down on
administrative overhead to get more money into classrooms. It will mean holding teachers and
administrators accountable and rewarding them for high performance.  And it will involve
partnering with the private sector to support innovation in our public school system. There’s a
lot of work to be done, but I am committed to raising the bar on education in Oklahoma, just as
I know the new state schools superintendent, secretary of education and the Legislature are.

Finally, our state cannot be successful if we remain in poor health.  Sadly, Oklahoma ranks near
the bottom in most major measures of health, from obesity to heart disease and diabetes.  The
cost in lives and in dollars, along with the loss of worker productivity, is too great for the state
to stay our current course.

That’s why I’m working with legislators to pursue local, state-based solutions – not one-size-
fits-all federal interventions like Obamacare – that lower the cost of health insurance by
increasing choice and market-based competition while lowering legal expenses. We’ll also
encourage schools, businesses and local neighborhoods to voluntarily offer health living
incentives that will put us on a path toward greater health and prosperity.

We face some tough challenges ahead of us, but we have emerged before from tough times in
the past and become a stronger and more resilient state.  I am optimistic that if we all work
together – my administration, lawmakers, businesses and families – we can emerge from this
recession as a stronger, healthier and more prosperous Oklahoma. 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.

 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
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state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma hundreds of millions of dollars between now and
2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered
Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future
given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing
to the out-of-control spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 19, 2012

 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-
Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid
expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders
and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in
regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and
access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the
nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally
obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama
Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been
forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of
PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively
support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal
government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the
implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the
fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing
the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in
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subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be
available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level,
massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers
no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to
continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of
PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal
challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health
outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in
the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management
programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and
emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both
parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 19, 2012

 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
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“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 14, 2011

Governor Mary Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme
Court Decision to Hear Arguments on President

Obama’s Health Care Reform Law
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
on the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:

“President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it limit
choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.

“Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation in
Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.

“The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as unconstitutional as
soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating to those who
believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to crafting
serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”
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1. Judge Halts Part of Pennsylvania
Voter ID Law
A judge imposed a very narrow injunction on the
controversial law that will allow even those
without identification to vote.

2. Cyberattack Could Leave States
in the Dark
A cyberattack could leave whole regions with no

Wednesday, October 03, 2012

Texas
State Leads Antitrust Fight Against Google

Texas and a handful of other states quietly scrutinizing the company could play wild

card roles in determining its fate.

GOVERNING | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Chicago Teachers Approve Contract

Nashville Cuts Pensions for Future Employees

STATE NEWS
Utah Whooping Cough Cases Reach Pre-Vaccine Level

Utah Polygamous Sect Dealt Blow in Property Trust Case 

Prepaid Tuition Program Getting a Second Look in Washington State

Prepaid College Tuition Program Makes a Comeback in Illinois

New California Laws Set Up Framework for Spending Cap-and-Trade Revenue

POLITICS NEWS
Border Patrol Agent's Death Elicits Political Outcry

No Ruling on Mississippi Voter ID Law Before Election

Can Immigrant Illegally in U.S. Practice Law? Florida Court to Decide

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
New Mexico Creates App to Reduce DUIs

New Jersey Mulls Ad-Powered Websites 

FEDERAL NEWS
Post-9/11 'Fusion Centers' Full of Flaws, Report Says

ADVERTISEMENT

The Power of Analytics for Public Sector

In the face of mounting complexity, smarter,

collaborative, fact-based decisions are more

important than ever to drive results. Read

this white paper to learn how build analytics

competency to accelerate outcomes.

Click here to learn more.
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Internet, phone service or electricity. State
cybersecurity officers must plan for the
unthinkable.

3. Parents Owing Child Support
Avoid Jail (Not For Free)
In Virginia, where parents owe more than $2
billion, a program helps solve the underlying
issues that keep them from paying up.

WHO SAID THAT?

 Leave the partying with
Lindsay to the professionals. Do
your day job."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

12,744
The number of regular session bills that Gov.

Jerry Brown has signed, which is more than any

other California governor since 1967. Brown has

also vetoed the fewest bills.

More Digits

FROM THE BLOGS

A Manhattan Project For Cities
One expert says that's exactly what's needed to turn some of America's failing cities
around.

View | Read more

Ohio Colleges Will Create Formula for Performance-Based
Funding
Some states are considering tying higher ed funding to performance. Ohio has asked
the schools themselves to craft a funding model.

View | Read more

Obamacare v. Romneycare: Which States Would Be Most
Affected?
Two analyses released in the last week estimated the number of uninsured would
increase if the ACA were repealed and replaced by the Republican plan.

Politics | Read more

Bicycles, Beer and the Factory Jobs that Aren't Coming
Back
Manufacturing is going the way of agriculture, which technology has reshaped to
employ ever-fewer workers. But traditional manufacturing isn't the only game in town.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

Data Shows Where Workers Relying More on Public
Transportation
See which metro areas have the highest share of public transportation commuters,
according to new census estimates.

By the Numbers | Read more

When the Music Stops
A lot of our symphony orchestras are in trouble, and the changing nature of cities is
part of the problem. But Buck Owens may have some lessons for Beethoven.

Bring on the Funk | Read more
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1. Southern States Have Become
Job-Training Leaders
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and South Carolina
have quietly positioned themselves as leaders in
the job-training effort. Each state’s program is
unique, but they share some commonalities.

2. Obama Signs Transportation,
Student Loan Bill

Tuesday, July 10, 2012

Texas
Rick Perry Rejects Medicaid Expansion

The Texas governor joined other Republican governors in rejecting the federal

Medicaid expansion and opting to leave the creation of a health insurance exchange

up to the federal government. Now health care providers in the state want to see

Perry's alternative health care plan.

Christian Science Monitor | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Scranton, Pennsylvania Workers' Pay Cut to Minimum Wage

Proposed Zombie Theme Park Unappetizing to Detroit Officials

STATE NEWS
Penn State Has 2nd Biggest Donations Year Despite Sandusky Case

Obesity May Qualify as Impairment, Montana Supreme Court Rules

Public Salaries Revealed on New Arkansas Website

POLITICS NEWS
Arizona Gov. Brewer Weighs Opting Out of Medicaid Expansion

New York Rep. Charles Rangel’s Opponent Concedes Defeat

Texas Voter ID Law is Necessary, Officials Say in Court

Rep. Berkley Ethics Investigation Shakes up Nevada Race

Minnesota Marriage Amendment Supporters to Sue over Ballot Wording

New Anti-Abortion Strategy Successful in States

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
Sex Offenders Must Disclose Status on Social Media Under New Jersey Bill

Cyber-Bullying Law Signed in New York

New Jersey ACLU App for Recording Police
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Obama Signs Synthetic Drugs Ban
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ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsor: Kronos

Latest Front in the Battle against Wasteful Spending
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President Barack Obama signed the new two-
year transportation bill,  which also included an
extension of lower student loan interest rates
Friday.

3. Los Angeles Transit Needs
Taxpayers' Money to Rebuild
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa is asking voters to
pay a half-cent sales tax longer so he can finish
his plans to improve the highway and subway
systems quicker.

WHO SAID THAT?

 What would be next? We
want the PIN for your online
bank account?"

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

30
The number of times the Republican-dominated

U.S. House has tried to repeal, defund or

dismantle the health care law that the Supreme

Court upheld last month. The next attempt will

occur this week.

More Digits

IDEA CENTER

San Diego Pilot Curbs Graffiti
Read Governing's Idea Center every Monday
and Thursday for creative solutions to problems
that plague state and local governments across
the country.

 

This issue brief will investigate this research and highlight

the ways in which modern automated tracking systems

can capture and deliver more accurate information about

planned and unplanned absences. Better data means

that state and local governments can have increased

visibility into human capital management — which

translates to major cost savings, optimized and

productive operations, and peace of mind when it comes

to regulatory compliance. Click here to learn more.

FROM THE BLOGS

Medicaid Directors Question CMS on Supreme Court
Decision
The National Association of Medicaid Directors sent nearly 30 questions to the federal
government last week on the health-care reform law's now optional Medicaid
expansion.

FedWatch | Read more

Our Transportation Funding Disconnect
Gas taxes can no longer provide the revenue to keep up with our needs. We should
look at alternative ways to pay for roads and transit systems.

Better, Faster, Cheaper | Read more

Public Pensions and the Value of Honest Numbers
The new pension-accounting standards for governments were bitterly opposed by
unions and many pension administrators, but they are good for governments, their
employees and their taxpayers.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

Uniting IT with Business
The CIO of Roseville, Calif., discusses how this growing city has transformed its IT
department, choosing to integrate with other city departments rather than remain
separate.

View | Read more

Stretching Dollars to Nurture Factories
The Seattle area is leading the nation in a manufacturing renaissance as its
governments make strategic investments that build on the region's strengths.

Better, Faster, Cheaper | Read more

Hospitals Likely to Lobby States on Medicaid Expansion
Hospitals could push states to expand their Medicaid enrollment, as they stand to gain
millions if more people have insurance -- or lose millions if they don't.

View | Read more

John Roberts and the Defiance of the Tribe
In choosing a courageous path in the health-care ruling, the chief justice acted to
protect and strengthen institutions that are in a very fragile place.

Bring on the Funk | Read more
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From: Dan Ramsey
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Thank you
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2012 9:46:35 AM

Thank you so much for asking to meet with me today to discuss some of our concerns about the
health insurance exchange.  I appreciate the challenges you have before you and the short time line
you have to deal with.  Please know that I will be available to help in any way. 
 
Katie – at the close of the meeting you asked for my opinion about the expansion of Medicaid.  It’s
easy to say “expand it”; it is difficult to try to pay for it.  The only way to pay for it is for other people
to pay for those who choose not to purchase health insurance – some because they don’t want to
and others who cannot afford it.  The bottom line is that someone else has to pay.  I don’t believe
having someone else pay for those who don’t offers a long term solution, but may more likely will
just encourage more dependency and more expansion in the future. 
 
Thanks again for spending a few minutes listening to our concerns.
 
Dan Ramsey, CIC
IIAO President/CEO
(405) 840-4426/(405) 840-4450 (fax)
ddr@iiaok.com
 
The mission statement of the Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma, working in the public's
best interest, through active member participation, is to be the unrelenting ad
vocate of independent insurance agents and to fulfill the education, political, and business needs of
its members.
 
Click here to chat online with an IIAO staff member.
 
Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/iiaoklahoma 

www.twitter.com/iiao
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: The ACA Ruling"s Impact on Federalism
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 7:30:54 AM

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser

GOVERNING Daily

 

Sponsor: Kronos

GOVERNING MAGAZINE

Read about Portland's
transit struggle, Kansas'
controversial immigration
crusade, the private deals
that cash-strapped cities
are striking, teachers'
skepticism toward
education data, New
Orleans' Latino boom and
more.

Subscribe | Current Issue

POPULAR on GOVERNING.com

1. Portland's Aerial Tram
It's only the second commuter aerial tramway in
the United States. The first was in New York City.
See how it runs.

2. Which States Have the Highest
Public Corruption Convictions?
See how your state compares to others.

3. Sanford, Florida Police Chief
Temporarily Steps Down 
Sanford Police Chief Bill  Lee announced that he
is stepping down temporarily at a news
conference Thursday.

Monday, March 26, 2012

Nation
The Supreme Court and the Affordable Care Act: Implications for Federalism

Some legal experts believe overturning the law's Medicaid expansion could have

consequences for other federal-to-state funding.

GOVERNING | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Suspicious Test Scores Plague 200 School Districts

D.C.'s New Hiring Rules Outrage Contractors

Legal Bills Add to Metro Detroit's Financial Troubles

STATE NEWS
Federal Land Takeover Debate Moves into Arizona

Less Illegal Immigrants in Arizona Now Compared to 2008

Hiring Bias Rears Its Head For U.S. Long-Unemployed

Illinois Bill  on Facebook Password Requests Hits Snag

POLITICS NEWS
Four Minnesota State Reps. Retire

Massachusetts State Sen. Baddour to Resign

Public-Lands Bill  Giving Utah Control to Become Law

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
Facebook Password Requests May Get Federal Investigation

Judge Dismisses 17 of Indiana's Claims Against IBM

Was North Carolina's Broadband Law Influenced by Money?

FEDERAL NEWS
Health Care Debate to Influence 5 Congressional Races

Fishing Ban in Biscayne National Park Meets Opposition

Santorum Wins Louisiana Primary

Audit: Gas Lines Tied to Fracking Lack Oversight

Insurers Spending Millions to Comply with Health Care Law

ADVERTISEMENT

Government agencies are more pressed

than ever to find new ways to improve—

and report on—their performance and

outcomes. Learn the best practices for
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Sponsor: IBM

WHO SAID THAT?

 Most of the folks who
come in have little
understanding of how things
work, but are arrogant enough
to think they can change 200+
years of American governing."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

38%
The portion of Americans who think there is “too

much expression of religious faith and prayer

from political leaders,” while 30 percent think

there is too little, according to a new Pew

Research Center poll. The previous year's poll

found the opposite -- more people thought there

wasn't enough religious expression from

politicians.

More Digits

using analytics in state and local

government. 

Click here to learn more

 

FROM THE BLOGS

Mayors Urge House to Pass Senate's Transportation Bill
Local leaders join the growing chorus of advocates pushing for immediate passage of
a transit and highway bill.

FedWatch | Read more

The Evolution of Rhode Island's Health Insurance Exchange
The exchange model has changed in response to consumer needs.

View | Read more

How Do Business Execs Do as Candidates and as
Governors?
Turns out that being a businessperson offers both strengths and drawbacks for
political life.

Politics | Read more

GOVERNING Daybook
Every week, Governing.com compiles state and municipal government-related events
happening around the country.

View | Read more
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From: GOVERNING
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: The Affordable Care Act is now a matter of settled law
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 10:04:14 AM

If you are having trouble reading this email, read the online version

The Affordable Care Act Stands: 
Where Government Goes from Here

The Affordable Care Act is now a matter of settled law. It’s time to

get serious about the implications for state and local government

agencies. Deadlines are looming – and they are going to stick.

Take the Health Insurance Exchange mandate as an example.

States are required to show “significant progress” at implementing

an HIX by January 1, 2013. This is no small feat, and the benefits of

a successful HIX implementation go beyond simple compliance. The

challenges of choosing the right strategy are far from simple, and

there is no time to waste.

Join the Center for Digital Government and GOVERNING  for a

live, interactive webcast on the technology impact of the Supreme

Court’s decision. You will learn how to:

Assess your organization’s progress-to-date with a best

practice maturity model

Automate manual processes, improve constituent

communications, and cut costs with a Health Insurance

Exchange (HIX)

Fast-track implementation of the Affordable Care Act by

leveraging off-the-shelf technology

Improve data quality and interoperability

Reduce project risk and ensure compliance with federal

regulations

Complimentary Webinar

Thursday
July 26, 2012

11:00 am PT/2:00 pm ET
Duration: 1 hour

Speakers:

John Miri
Editor-in-Chief

Center for Digital Government

Brenda Gleason
President

M2 Health Care Consulting

For questions or details,
contact:

Jeremy Smith
Registration Coordinator

800-940-6039 ext. 1402

jsmith@governing.com

Sponsored by:
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: The McCarhill Report Jumps the Shark
Date: Sunday, August 12, 2012 11:01:37 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

 
 
 
  

 
National Sheriff's Convention - September 16-18, 2012

 
Constitutional Sheriff and Peace Officer Association

CSPOA is an organization ran by Sheriff Richard Mack.    Sheriff Mack was one of the
two sheriffs that challenged the Brady Bill and won a Supreme Court decision that
declared the gun law unconstitutional.  The CSPOA believes there are two functions of
the modern sheriff’s office:
 
·         To understand their oaths to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United
States of America.
 
·         To understand that the Office of Sheriff exists to protect citizens.
 
Sheriff Mack advocates that a constitutional sheriff is the only law enforcement officer
elected in your county, who can follow his/her oath of office by enforcing the Bill of
Rights and defending the people’s individual rights, including interposing him/herself
between unlawful federal regulatory programs and the people.
 
CSPOA is asking for individuals to contact their own county sheriff and raise money to
pay his way to the September 16th conference.   $299 will cover hotel (2 nights) and
catered meals for the attendees. Airfare must be purchased separately.  Any additional
expenses will be out of pocket to each attendee.
 
In February 2010 we brought Sheriff Mack to Oklahoma as the headliner for our Liberty
Conference at Metro Tech’s Spring Lake campus, a two day event that featured a
sheriff’s breakfast and dozens of speakers.  Part of the OCA groups helped fund an
effort that delivered a copy of Sheriff Mack’s book to all the Oklahoma sheriffs.
 
If you would like to start a fund for your county you can start by asking your county
sheriff if he would attend then we can put you in touch with Sheriff Mack for the details
on collecting donations.   If the fundraising effort falls short the funds or your sheriff
has to cancel the funds are pooled to help get other sheriffs to the event.  We should
look at this as a public effort, every sheriff that attends builds the movement and adds
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This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

that much more credibility to the effort as well as that much more deterrence to those
that would steal our freedom.

 
For more information visit the CSPOA website.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Concealed Carry Class a Success

 
 

The August 11th Concealed Carry Class was attended by eight Tea Party members, just
shy of the ten person limit per class.    I was very surprised at the informal manner of
teaching, solidly professional but questions were welcomed at every step of the way
and Sheriff Bauman was both entertaining and patient.    Glen McEntire of National
American Shooting Academy had facilitated the class for us and was on hand to
answer any questions about the new Open Carry law that is going into effect on
November 1st.   McEntire was the Chief Firearms Instructor for CLEET for over two
decades and had actually trained Sheriff Bauman so were were trained by the best of
the best.
 
Basically nothing will change on November 1st except for the ability of concealed carry
licensees to carry a weapon in plain sight instead of concealed.   Both McEntire and
Bauman indicated that they believed that surprise is an excellent tactic and therefore
believe that one will still be better off concealing your weapon to keep the bad guy
from knowing exactly who is armed and who is defenseless.  Another point was to
avoid becoming a target yourself, with a bad guy taking your gun away from you if he
thinks he is capable of doing so.  Remember that criminals aren’t always the sharpest
knife in the drawer so their advice is worth considering.  But the new law will avoid
problems when your concealment method fails, like in a jacket blowing open or a shirt
riding up, preventing you from being charged with brandishing of a firearm and losing
your license.    Also printing, where someone can see the outline of a weapon even if it
isn’t completely visible, has been a problem in the past.   I suppose the legislature
thought that concealed carry is so scary that they had to make it invisible carry.
 
The training was excellent, far in excess of what I had thought we would learn.  They
covered the law itself, provided examples of situations where the law would protect
you and where your rights ended.   The spent a lot of time on gun safety, how to
handle, use, and store a weapon.   That hit home once we went out to fire our weapons
as part of the training.  It is a bit unnerving to have that many people handling
weapons in close proximity, especially as you don’t really know them and how
proficient they are or if they are absent minded!  The two instructors watched every
move we made and everyone passed the course.
 
But the part that really surprised me was the emphasis on continual training.  They not
only want people to carry weapons, they want people to be proficient at using them. 
They covered basic shooting skills, how to diagnose any bad habits, how to learn to
shoot tighter groups (making bullets hit closer together), and which types of weapons
were best for concealed carry.
The actual firing was done at very close range, ten to fifteen feet, with each attendee
firing 50 rounds.  Some of the attendees are former military so there were some good
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shots and a few not so good shots but without a doubt everyone was a little better of a
marksman at the end.
 
Sheriff Bauman is going to establish a once per month class in a few weeks.   We will
publish his schedule as soon as he is up and running but he is also running for re
election as the Logan County Sheriff.  We will do a story on Sheriff Bauman in the near
future as we believe that everyone is a little better off with this sort of man holding the
highest law enforcement position in Logan County.   It is obvious from talking to him
that he is a capable administrator, completely passionate about serving the public,
protecting our constitutional rights, and in educating citizens in how to protect
themselves and their families.
 
Glen McEntire also owns the North American Shooting Academy.   It is two miles north
of Highway 33 on Academy Road, to the West of Guthrie Oklahoma.   They have a
twenty point pistol range and a 100 yard rifle range and offer a wide range of training
from beginning firearms classes to a 40 hour rifle school.   Remember that this is the
guy that trained cops for 22 years, thousands of cops; you simply cannot find anyone
better qualified to teach.
 
Here is an idea of the type of training they offer.  You don’t have to be a police officer
to take the training and while the training is expensive, it is also extensive.

 
Phase 1, Beginning firearms (16 hours - $400.00).
Subjects taught: Firearms Safety, Basic fundamentals, Firearms Styles and Types, Ammunition Types and
Nomenclature, Gun Cleaning, Presenting the Firearm from a Holster, and Marksmanship Skill Builders. The
student needs to bring approximately 250 rounds of ammunition. There will be a special class offered for
ladies only.
Phase 2, Basic Handgun Course (40 hours - $1000.00).
Subjects taught: Firearms Safety, Basic Fundamentals, Presenting a Firearm from a Holster, Handgun
Nomenclature and Cleaning, and Marksmanship Skill Builders. Introduction to Handgun Handling Skills
Test. The student will need to bring 1,000 rounds of ammunition. There will be a special class for ladies
only.
Phase 3, Intermediate Handgun Course (40 hours - $1000.00).
Subjects taught: Review Firearms Safety, Review Basic Fundamentals, Review  Presentations from a
Holster, Presentations from Concealed Carry Positions, Review Marksmanship Skill builders, Intermediate
Range Skill builders, Engagement of Multiple Targets, Dim Light Skill Builders. The student will need to
bring 1,000 rounds of ammunition.
Phase 4, Advanced Handgun Course (40 Hours - $1000.00).
Subjects taught: Review Firearms Safety, Review Presentations, Precision Speed Drills, Long Range Skill
Builders, Engagement of Multiple targets at Various Ranges, Dim Light Skill Builders. The student will need
to bring 1,250 rounds of ammunition.
Phase 5, Defensive Shotgun Course (24 hours - $600.00).
Subjects Taught: Firearms Safety, Basic Fundamentals of Shotgun Shooting, Mounting the Shotgun,
Nomenclature and Cleaning, Shotgun Skill Builders, Precision Shooting, Engagement of Multiple Targets,
Ammunition Management, Shotgun Handling Skills Test, and Dim Light Skill Builders. The student will need
to bring 125 rounds of birdshot, 100 rounds of buckshot, and 75 slugs.
Phase 6, Rifle Course (Carbine) or (scoped) (40 Hours - $1000.00).
Subjects Taught: Firearms Safety, Basic Fundamentals of Rifle Shooting, Rifle Nomenclature and Cleaning,
Rifle Skill Builders, Precision Shooting Course of Fire, Sustained Shooting Course of Fire, Effects of
Weather, Shooting Positions, and Rifle Handling Skills Test. The student will need to bring 750 rounds of
ammunition.

 
For more information visit Glen’s website
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Want to win your election?
Take a Lesson from Nigerian Scam Artists

 
 
 

We all get them constantly, those seemingly unbelievable spam emails that clog our
email inboxes.   A lawyer declaring that we are the last living heir of a vast fortune, or
a diplomat in Africa wanting to spirit millions of dollars out of the country if only we
could help, or even the American soldier that has came in possession of riches and is
needing an honest partner to ship the funds to.   There was even a recent Wall Street
Journal article that told of law firms getting hooked, literally hundreds of big firms,
over 700 last year alone.  Cases where checks were forwarded for collection, with the
Nigerian crooks verifying the validity of their own fraudulent check after the suspicious
law firm calls the “bank”.  But what in the world does these email scams have in
common with politics?
 
Simple, have you ever read one of those emails and shook your head over how
unbelievable they are?   How only a fool would fall for it?    How obvious it should be to
almost anyone?   How many of you just thought that the Nigerians just weren’t very
smart about their trade?  What if I told you that there is a method to their seemed
madness?
 
Every business or enterprise has a choke point; some part of the process that limits
how much can be done per person.   I had an old timer teach me years ago when I had
a furniture factory in Arkansas that you can’t make money but you can save it.  So
making a profit was a matter of being more efficient than your competitors whose
pricing generally helped set the going rate for a particular type of work.  Figuring out
how to do something faster, better, or cheaper is how you made your money by cutting
waste, labor, or material costs.
 
In spam emails the choke point is convincing the suckers to send you money.   They
can send out millions of emails per day but starting a correspondence with that many
is impossible.   Sometimes a scam artist will invest months of daily effort into
cultivating a sucker before they begin sending money.  If you are a scam artist you
don’t want suspicious suckers, you want the ones that are so greedy, so naïve, or so
stupid that they take things at face value.  The ones that ask too many questions eat
up your time, you want to somehow allow the dumbest of the lot to self select and
contact you.
 
And you do that by writing emails that only the dumbest or the greediest will fall for:

 
“This gentlemen claimed to be your representative, and this power of attorney stated that you are dead,

they brought an account to replace your informations in other to claim your fund of $8.5 Million USD which
it is right now lying DORMANT and UNCLAIMED, below is the new account they have submitted:

 
 

Be further informed that this power of attorney also stated that you suffered and died of a throat cancer.
You are therefore given 24hrs to confirm the truth in this information, If you are still alive, You are to
contact us back immediately, Because we work 24 hrs just to ensure that we monitor all the activities
going on in regards to the transfer of beneficiaries inheritance and contract payment. Please you are

hereby advice to reconfirm the below information to this honorable office for confirmation to help us serve
you better.

 
Your Full Name.................

Your Country Address...........
Your Home Address..............

Occupation.....................
Tele Or Cell Phone...........
Age................................

A Copy Of Your ID...............
 

You are to call this office immediately for clarifications on this matter as we shall be available 24 hrs to
speak with you and give you the necessary guidelines on how to ensure that your payment is wired to you

immediately.
Just also be informed that any further delay from your side could be dangerous, as we would not be held

responsible of wrong payment.
 

Thank you.
 

Apostle Mark
International Monetary Funds Agent”

 
Here is another:

 
“then between now until end of AUGUST 2012 per day you will

receive the sum of $8,000 Dollars,However be informed that we have send
the sum of $8,000 Dollars this morning to avoid cancellation of your

payment though it was agreed that you will pay the sum of $78 before
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payment department will release the payment to you.

Note.you have only 6 hours to call this office upon the receipt of this
email.

You are required to pay $68 and the fee  serve as re-confirmation of your file of your
payment from the office in charge. the maximum amount you will be

receiving per day starting from today is $8,000 in three
different payments and the Money Transfer Control Number of today is below.”

 
Hmmm, hard not to trust someone named “Apostle” and I’ll lose $8,000 a day if I don’t
act quickly….
There are two lessons in this:
 
·         First is that the bigger the lie the more likely it is to be believed. 
·         Second lesson is that you are not normal, how you perceive something might just
be 180 degrees from reality.  
 
What you thought were fairly ignorant, illiterate scam artists just might be much
smarter than you give them credit for because their message wasn’t written for you, in
fact is was written specifically to get you to delete it unanswered.  These people are
good at what they do and are marketing to their core customer group.  If there was one
thing that we could all do to stop the spam email scams in short order it would be for
all of us to start answering the emails and stringing out the scam artists, making them
chase false leads and wasting their time so that the vast amount of email would hide
the greedy and the stupid responses.   This is paying off for them or they wouldn’t
continue to do it.
 
Politics is no different; the politicians are speaking to the most gullible in our society
with specially tailored message to get voters to self select themselves into being
voters, donors, or supporters.  The bigger the lie the more believable like when
Republican Representative Glen Mulready told his constituents that he wasn’t pushing
Obama Care when in fact he was the House author of the bill.  Or the nearly four dozen
Republicans that initially started out supporting Obama Care in 2011, you don’t think
that they were any smarter than the guy that starts sending money to Nigeria or
cashes a “cashiers” check for a stranger and forwards part of the proceeds?   You
don’t think we peeled enough of them off that list to kill Obama Care/Fallin Care Health
Insurance Exchanges by appealing to reason or explaining to them that their
constituents didn’t want Obama Care imposed?   What we did was open their eyes and
they saw they should be more afraid of their voters than of losing campaign donations
from the State Chamber.
 
In the coming fall we have the responsibility of plowing the ground for the conservative
Republican and Democrat legislators for the 2013 legislative session.  The Nigerian
scammers in this case are the State Chamber, big business interests like Glen
Mulready’s Blue Cross/Blue Shield handlers, and the political elite that pull the strings
behind the curtains.    The suckers in this case are the legislators that have fallen for
the State Chamber spiel.   I heard once that when you attend a meeting at the Capitol
that if you can’t spot the mark in the room then it is you.   We did a good job in the
2012 legislative session; we stopped the State Chamber butt cold on Obama Care and
the hundreds of millions in bond issues.  But they will be back because although things
have changed recently, they have made billions in the past off their corruption.   And
we can learn from the spam scammers on just how they will go about it.
 
First they understand human nature.   The promise of gain is strong but the threat of
loss is even stronger.    The scammer telling you that you will lose $8,000.00 per day if
you don’t act triggers the fear of loss.   The State Chamber has already rolled out their
changes in campaign donations by telling the GOP legislators that they would begin
supporting Democrats that are willing to take their bribes.  The old “act now or lose it
all” tactic.   The other tactic is the big lie;   oppose us and we will tell your
constituents that you are “anti business”.
 
The public interest and Oklahoma values will be protected in the coming legislative
session only if we are successful in keeping the legislators fear of exposure stronger
than their greed or sense of loss.   This last session was so successful for our side
because of the two threats, that the Ron Paul activists would follow me back and get
involved in state politics, and that the Oklahoma-Guardian bypassing the controlled
media outlets would spread the truth faster than their lies could travel.  To keep the
politicians honest we have to keep the pressure on them, their donors, and make them
all understand that we are going to punish them for bad behavior and that we will be
back next year.  If you help keep the Oklahoma-Guardian newspaper by volunteering,
subscribing, donating, or buying advertising you will help the only activist project in
the state that is both effective and efficient.
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Ron Paul At Large Slate RNC Challenge Fails

 
Last week saw the decision on the challenge laid against the At Large Delegates
elected at the May State GOP Convention.   The Ron Paul grassroots forces challenged
the slate of delegates elected at the state convention by a voice vote followed by a
standing vote.   However the rules for the convention had called for a roll call vote,
where ballots are passed out, marked, and counted.  The Ron Paul grassroots leaders
challenged the right of the elected slate of 25 to be credentialed at the Florida
National GOP Convention by filing a complaint with the RNC, the Republican National
Committee.
 
The RNC ruled the same way that I had predicted they would rule not because State
GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell didn’t cheat the Ron Paul activists but because even
though Pinnell did orchestrate a most Machiavellian double cross at the convention,
the outcome wouldn’t have been any different had they taken a voice vote.   Ron Paul
simply didn’t have the numbers to prevail.
The vote was close, around 60/40 based on a previous roll call vote but not enough
votes is not enough votes.     Had the roll call vote been taken all that would have been
accomplished was wasting everyone’s time.    The national Ron Paul campaign had
called me after the convention even though we had officially ended the campaign a
week before and I walked them through the facts.   They got it, but the grassroots
leaders pushed on with a so called “rump” convention, elected their own delegates,
and filed the RNC challenge.
 
This is where the Ron Paul organization utterly failed by allowing an unofficial
grassroots organization to run wild while being misled by untrained, undisciplined, and
unaccountable self selected “leaders”.    Rather than having chosen a slate of reliable,
disciplined, level headed delegates that would follow Dr. Paul at the National
Convention they wound up with three Congressional Districts worth of unknown,
unaccountable delegates.  Some of them I know and they will do fine, others… who
knows?   Will any of them cast their vote for Dr. Paul in violation of state law before
they are released after a few rounds of balloting?  Will there even be several rounds of
balloting?   If I were Romney’s handler I would advise cutting a deal with the Santorum
and Gingrich camps in advance and taking it on the first ballot to avoid releasing a
horde of Ron Paul supporters to vote their conscience.
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I hope Romney doesn’t though as it will be a convention to remember.   Everyone that
attended the State GOP Convention remembers Ron Paul grassroots leader Lukus
Collin’s wife Ellany screeching after the final vote, completely out of control and quite
embarrassing to the movement.  The Oklahoma Truth Council went so far to say that
Ellany damaged her husband’s political career:
 
“”While Collins has tried to deal with the moderate base with a somewhat even hand, his reputation was
tarnished in Oklahoma County when his wife began screaming and chanting at the end of the convention.
Perhaps the enthusiasm will win the day for Collins, but the resentment caused by his wife’s hubris may
hurt any fundraising efforts they try.”
 
 
 In politics you can beat the stuffing out of someone and call them every name in the
book as long as the facts are on your side and afterward most of the politicians and
the party hacks will understand that it was just politics.  They might even respect you
more for putting up a hard fight and not being walked on.  But after the vote is lost,
screeching like a mad woman is pretty futile and counterproductive.   Far better had
she held her tongue and gone after their candidates in the primary if she wanted to do
something to make them respect the movement.  Even worse is the reflection on
Lukus, people see behavior like that and they automatically assume that he puts up
with it at home as well.
 
This wasn’t the first embarrassing moment caused by Ellany Collins’s hubris in the
presence of her husband.    During the private meeting between Dr. Paul and his phone
bank volunteers on February 25th she uncorked in a horrible display of entitlement
mentality and bad manners.   The private meeting had been for those volunteers that
had called a specified number of voters and returned the data to the campaign.  
Dozens of Ron Paul activists worked their tail off meeting the deadline; some even
took off work to finish up.  But not Ellany and Lukus Collins both refused to call voters
but managed to get into the private meeting somehow in the confusion despite their
names not being on the list.     I let it pass rather than cause a fuss with the candidate
present but regretted the charity when it came time to clear the room.
 
The national campaign staff was keeping Dr. Paul on a tight schedule so everyone
understood beforehand that when it was time to clear the room for the media event for
Dr. Paul that they had to leave.  The staff announced it was time to clear the room
several times to no avail, and then they asked me for my assistance.   As the permit
holder for the event and as the person who had arranged for the meeting rooms I had  
the final say.   I started herding everyone out gently and everyone was responding till
Ellany tried to walk around me to get to Mrs. Paul.    I blocked her way and repeated
that we had to clear the room for the media but Ellany wasn’t having it, raising her
voice and all wild eyed, trying to go around me as the troopers eyed her
nervously.   After about the third request, I told her to leave now or I’d have her taken
out.   Ellany screamed something rude, nasty, and unprintable then stormed off.  The
national staff saw it all of course but they said there was no avoiding it and that I had
handled it as well as possible.   Later both Ellany and her husband Lukus confronted
me for being “rude”.
 
But here is why this ugly incident is relevant to this discussion.  If the leaders of a
grassroots group have this sort of entitlement mentality then how are they going to act
at the National GOP Convention?  Will they follow state law and vote as their district
voted in the popular vote or will they break the law, risk prosecution, and vote for Ron
Paul on the initial round of voting?  Will they destroy any potential deal worked out by
Dr. Paul and Romney to gain some concessions in return for the Ron Paul delegate’s
votes?  
 
The Ron Paul activists are a diverse lot and the vast majority of them are fine, level
headed, reasonable people but it appeared that the ones that control the group are
more of the more excitable individuals.    Some of them are personal friends and as
solid as a rock, some are outright anarchists, some are very, very, liberal, and others
are so libertarian that any sort of organized effort is an affront to their values.   The
wonder is how an organization of hundreds and hundreds of individuals has never
managed to elect leaders yet they seem to follow the ones that self selected.   It is an
amazing group, I’ll give them that, very passionate, very dedicated, but totally
ineffective from either the lack of leadership or the lack of the ability to elect or
accept leadership.
 
So there might be some fireworks at the National Convention, we might even see the
State Chairman Matt Pinnell move to oust some of the District delegates that are Ron
Paul supporters prior to the event.  No doubt he and the GOP party faithful have
already investigated the alternates and are cutting deals with them to step into the
shoes of the delegates they choose to eliminate.    I am not sure that the Ron Paul
grassroots group could hold it together once they find some of their own acting like the
politicians they hate.  My advice to the Ron Paul District delegates is to watch your
back and always remember that if you want a friend in politics, get a dog.
 
Next week we are going to take a look at another potential National Delegate that
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might embarrass both Oklahoma and the Ron Paul movement.   Even the hardened
political hands are going to shake their head at whoever decided that this person
deserved to represent Oklahoma at the National Convention.

 
 
 
 

 
Oklahoma County Court Clerk Runoff Election August 28th

 
Now four years ago I wouldn’t have gotten too excited about a court clerk election,
after all, what can they do besides file papers and create temporary internment camps
complete with torture, AKA jury pools.   It turns out that the court clerk has a vote on
the county budget board and having a patriot in the slot gives us assurance that it is a
little harder to hide the political dirt that washes up at the county level.
 
Two “Republicans” are facing each other in  the runoff face after neither received the
necessary 51% to win outright in June.   I wrote “Republicans” because one of the
candidates is anything but a Republican despite his switching parties at the last
possible date before filing for office.   Former Representative Charles Key received the
largest amount of votes in the primary election, just over one third.
 
Everyone knows Representative Charles Key’s position on all the major issues, he is as
conservative and as freedom loving as they come and is not afraid to buck the
establishment if needed.   As one of the eight voting members of the budget board we
would have a conservative voice in county government, someone willing to balance the
budget with increased efficiencies and cost cutting, not increasing property taxes
again and again.  Few people actually understand the property tax rate setting
procedure.   The government entities, schools, sheriff, and various other county
government departments send in their requested budgets each year, the county budget
board tallies up everyone’s wish list, then they jack the millage rates up to cover the
requested funds.   They take the valuation of your home or business, multiply it by the
millage rate that they set, and you get to write them a check.
 
In typical political sleight of hand all the politicians talk about not raising property
taxes and file bills that never get heard that limit the increase in valuation for a
property but no one ever talks about where the real increases come from, the setting
of the millage rates.
 
Tim Rhodes is the former Democrat challenging Key for the court clerk slot.   Rhodes
has been a politically appointed staff member of the incumbent for over 15 years, has
only donated to Democrat candidates including Sheriff John Whetsel, and switched
parties after telling one of our court house sources that he “didn’t believe he could win
as a Democrat.”
Rhodes has ran for office twice before as a Democrat, publically supports Barack
Obama, going so far as  keeping a picture of Obama on his desk before he filed for
election.   His position on the need for a new $400,000,000.00 jail is that “We need to
conduct another study”.  The Greater Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce has endorsed
Rhodes, leaving any doubt behind that he is a conservative or isn’t in the State
Chamber camp.
 
The election is August 28th.   It isn’t too late to get an absentee ballot mailed to you if
you call the Oklahoma County Election Board .   The cutoff date for requesting an
absentee ballot is August 22nd at 5:00 pm.   You can download your own ballot here
and follow the directions to return it.
 
There will be early voting starting on Friday August 24th between 8 am and 6 pm, on
Saturday August 25th between 8 am and 1 pm, and again on Monday August 27th

between 8 am and 6 pm, or you can visit your regular polling station to cast your vote.
The turnout is going to be very, very, low so this is an excellent chance where your
vote will really count as a few hundred voters might well decide how much we tax
Oklahoma County citizens, how the money is spent, and IF we raise taxes again or if
we begin trimming the fat out of county government.
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Mike McCarville, Bless His Heart,
 Jumps the Shark

 
Okay, I apologize for this picture but there simply wasn't another that got the point
across.   The picture is nasty on several levels but capturing the essence of McCarville
and Neva Hill in one picture is a tough job   Get past the taste of using such a picture
and you must admit it is hillarious.   The woman probably posted this somewhere
thinking she was going to get tons of admirers but just forgot to flush the toilet before
the urge hit to take a self shot.

 
Every time I swear to myself that I will stop responding to the old fool’s rants someone
calls or emails about something the old codger has spewed into the blog o sphere.   
When it is supposed to be about me, I rarely bother to read the rants as everyone that
matters understands that McCarville has blown his credibility the last few years
supporting the State Chamber agenda and they also know that State Chamber whore
Neva Hill is writing a lot of the negative blog posts for Mike these days as his physical
and mental condition deteriorate.   Someone coined a nickname for the pair, McCarhill,
so it is a fairly well known story.   Besides in politics you only get attacked if you are
effective and are hurting the bad boys.    An attack from McCarhill is a mark of
conservative pride and an acknowledgement that you are under his skin, Neva Hill’s
skin, and the State Chamber’s skin.     I just get this mental image of an old dog
dragging his hindquarters in the grass, laugh, and go back to making money or being
the voice of the conservative opposition in Oklahoma.
 
But sometimes McCarhill manages to write something that is so ridiculous that the
temptation to smack her is just too much.   Such was the case this week when
McCarhill went after House District 53 candidate Paula Sullivan after a controversy
erupted over statements allegedly given to the Oklahoman.  Know I know Michael
McNutt and believe him to be an honest reporter but reporters have editors and you
just never know how much a story was changed by an editor to reflect the political
agenda of the newspaper so if Paula Sullivan claims that the quotes attributed to her
were fabricated I would know who to blame and it wouldn’t be Michael McNutt.
 
What I can say about Paula Sullivan is that she is unusually taciturn and chooses her
words carefully when she has answered emails from the Oklahoma-Guardian staff.  
From that experience I just can’t see her making the statements that the Oklahoman
editors are defending.
 
McCarhill goes on to claim that their blog isn’t written by Neva Hill, denies that the
McCarville Report isn’t on the State Chamber payroll despite the history of State
Chamber advertising and the unfailing support for their agenda, then drags
Representative Randy Terrill into the fight claiming that Terrill is part of the Sooner
Tea Party newsletter staff!
 
Is the McCarhill duo  political idiots or are they political consultants    I can’t think of a
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stupider act than to credit your most dangerous opponent with having a legislator like
Representative Terrill on staff!    Instant added credibility on our part, not a smart
political move, more of an act of desperation on Neva Hill’s part.   But the fact is that
Representative Terrill is not part of the Sooner Tea Party staff nor has he ever been a
part of our staff, written stories, edited, attended any of our meetings or any other sort
of participation.   He does return phone calls but most of the legislators do with a
handful of exceptions, after all, do they have a choice?    Only a political idiot wouldn’t
want to know what the Sooner Tea Party is looking into.
 
Has Terrill ever given us leads or has he ever answered questions for us?  Of course,
and the list of politicians that has done so would twist some heads.   I can tell you one
thing that you can carve in stone; there is no honor among thieves or politicians.   The
politicians and politicos that whine about us the most are some of our best sources as
they jockey for position within their clique, outing their rivals or doing the dirty deed
for one of their allies.
 
McCarhill goes on to recount a story about the Oklahoma Political News Service,
claiming it was discredited after reporting a story involving Senator Harry Coates that
didn’t pan out, leaving out the McCarhill stories this last year claiming that I hadn’t
been selected as the Oklahoma Ron Paul Campaign State Director or the breathless
stories of my own group allegedly investigating our finances. 
 
 In the first instance McCarhill got suckered into reporting on a grassroots organization
that was challenging Dr. Paul’s national campaign only to fold around a month later
after they sobered up… and McCarhill didn’t miss a beat nor report their mistake.  The
second instance was fabricated out of whole cloth, there has never been a call from
any of our members of anything remotely like what McCarhill made up.   If anything our
members are amazed that we stretch our donations as far as we do, they know we
hold a sacred trust to spend those hard earned donations wisely and effectively and
are more than satisfied with the results we have achieved.
Then in late June McCarhill reported that the Sooner Tea Party went down in flames
during the primary only to see the Tulsa World report that Tea Party forces would
control up to one quarter of the House seats in 2013:
 
“They agree on one point - the tea party hasn't peaked in its influence in the Legislature.   While
incumbent Republicans turned back high-profile tea-party challenges, tea-party candidates did very well in
open seats in the recent GOP primary.   After the November election, it's reasonable to expect the tea-
party coalition in the state House to have about a quarter of the seats. “
 
I didn’t see McCarhill folding their tent or closing up shop after that whopper of a lie
was revealed.   I suppose to be discredited one would have to have a reputation for
integrity in the first place.  And that Tulsa World article was a bombshell, one quarter
of the seats is more than enough to gain control.   Always remember the most crucial
bit of information in politics, who are the factions that cooperate to control the
political unit?   We won the Speaker Designate race by three votes, it is that narrow of
a margin to  control the House.
McCarhill then claims that there is “overwhelming evidence” that Terrill writes for the
Sooner Tea Party yet he declines to provide a single whiff of any evidence.    Let me
tell you one thing that both Neva Hill and Mike McCarville would do if they had a single
shred of evidence to back up their claims;  they would use it.    Representative Terrill
and I haven’t always gotten along and we don’t see eye to eye on some issues but
without a doubt he has been an effective legislator and one of the leaders in the
conservatives because the man is politically astute and intelligent.    There could be
far worse people credited with our stories so we will take McCarhill’s baseless
accusations as a compliment rather than an insult.
McCarhill ends by completely going off the rails:
 
“Then, the Oklahoma Conservative Political Action Committe (OCPAC) also endorsed McBride; that put
OCPAC in opposition to Gerhart’s Sooner Tea Party endorsement of Sullivan because McBride isn’t
conservative enough in Gerhart’s eyes. The OCPAC endorsement, sources say, sent Terrill and Gerhart into
obscenity-laced comments about Charlie Meadows, OCPAC leader and, unlike Gerhart, a respected
conservative activist.”
 
Wow, we hadn’t heard that Charlie Meadows had endorsed Mark McBride through
OCPAC.   So how could I have made “obscenity-laced comments about Charlie
Meadows”?     We aren’t surprised that Charlie endorsed a RINO though, wouldn’t be
the first time. 
 
Here is the thing about Mark McBride’s being conservative or not.  We really couldn’t
tell other than judging who is endorsing him and who is giving him money as he has
yet to cast a single vote that we can find.  He appears to be a political newcomer and
we had little information on him  and Paula Sullivan was giving out little information  so
we skipped doing a story on their race in our first issue that covered Cleveland County
nor did we mention Sullivan’s name or Mike McBride’s name in our second or third
issue of the Oklahoma-Guardian.   I think we did highlight her name in our voter picks
right before the primary but Sullivan received zero support from us other than that.  
We said not a word about her or her opponent, just highlighted her name as our choice
based upon our inside information and who was supporting her opponents.
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The first story we ever ran on the HD 53 race was July 15th where one of our
writer/researchers had exposed exactly who was supporting Mark McBride:
 
“Her opponent is Mark McBride and his donor list is packed with State Chamber members like
Chesapeake Oklahoma Pac, Devon Energy Corporation PAC and the Greater OKC Chamber PAC.”
 
That is State Chamber folks, you can’t be against illegal immigration, pro life, against
Sharia law, pro 2nd Amendment, against tax credits, against corporate welfare or
support the Constitution if you accept money from these people.  You cannot follow the
ten major planks of the Oklahoma Republican Party if you accept their coin.  End of
debate.
 

But like all liars McCarhill fabricated one too many stories, giving us definitive proof
that they are fabricating their “facts” on a regular basis.   McCarhill wrote this in the
story labeled “OPEA Endorses McBride; Is Terrill Pulling Strings In Sullivan Campaign?”

 on August 8th:
 
“She used language virtually identical to that used by Terrill, and by Gerhart on his website.”
 
Hate to break it to you Mike and Neva, but our website hasn’t been updated since May
of 2011, long before Paula Sullivan and Mark McBride were on anyone’s radar.   Now
both of you need to provide examples of “virtually identical” language on our website
or be exposed once again as the liars that you are.
 
Now, for Gods sake, is McCarhill so obtuse that they don’t get that the Oklahoma
Public Employees Association isn’t likely to support a conservative that is interested in
following the Republican Party Platform of cutting government waste and downsizing
government?  Aren’t they far more likely to support a big government advocate?
 
Interestingly enough I get blamed for the language that the Oklahoman  used in the
Sullivan interview.    Mrs. Sullivan’s son allegedly commented on The McCarhill Report
stating that I gave the quotes which never happened.  Oh well, take it as a compliment
as the Sooner Tea Party is the boogy man to the State Chamber types.  Being blamed
for everything just shows that they think we are everywhere and the cause of all their
troubles.  We have no problem with allowing them to think that.
 
But if you visit the McCarhill Report you will catch comments outing Mark McBride’s
criminal history and the multiple court cases and judgments against him as well as
comments about his son and child support.  It all appears to be true as far as we can
tell at this point.   The court records are there for anyone to find.   The offenses range
from the minor offenses of  failure to carry proof of insurance, refusal to wear a seat
belt, following too closely,  and multiple speeding tickets one of which was severe
enough to cause the suspension of McBride’s drivers license.   The public safety profile
paints a picture of a rude and aggressive driver that has little regard for the safety of
others.
 
   District Court records show a long history of lawsuits and garnished wages ranging
from medical providers prior to his wife’s illness to the Oklahoma Tax Commission and
evidence of multiple marriages.   I’ve heard there were also tax liens on him and given
the Oklahoma Tax Commission court case I wouldn’t dismiss the claims.  McBride’s
wife did become ill, very ill, and unpaid medical bills can be explained after she
became ill although I would ask myself if I wouldn’t pay all my personal bills regardless
of who is owed before running for public office.
 
    McBride was also convicted of a misdemeanor for driving during the time when his
driver’s license was suspended.  McBride was caught and convicted of driving with a
suspended  drivers license, a terrible testimony to his judgment and his respect for the
rule of law.
 
On a personal level Mark McBride is packing a lot of baggage as well.    We have a nice
email from his former daughter in law coming out in the Oklahoma-Guardian where she
outlined quite a story against Mark and his son for avoiding child support and
abandoning his family for a new, younger woman.    Mark McBride is even accused of
yelling at and accusing his former daughter in law of cheating on his son during her
pregnancy while the woman was confined to bed rest due to a delicate condition!
 
Good Lord… Tax liens, can’t follow the law well enough to keep a drivers license,
getting sued for unpaid bills, how is this man remotely ready to represent 38,000
Oklahomans at the Capitol?  He can’t follow the law and pay his bills but he wants to
tell the rest of us how to live and to pass laws?   He is supported by a public
employees union and the State Chamber folks and Charlie Meadows thinks he is
conservative?   No wonder Mrs. Sullivan called Charlie Meadows a fraud!   I wouldn’t go
that far.  For all his faults Charlie means well, he is just clueless and out of touch.
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But the McCarhill Report has jumped the shark, a term that refers to a signature
moment when a organization or event has declined in quality so much as to become ill
relevant, when the principles must become so desperate with gimmicks to hold an
audience that they lose all credibility.    Life has conspired to take Mike McCarville’s
career down in an inglorious end where he has little choice but to take the State
Chamber’s money in trade for incredibly unbelievable propaganda articles.   If you take
the time to read some of the comments on his articles you will notice that he seems to
be getting a lot of his information from comment posters and recycling them into blog
posts.   Like the State Chamber he and Neva have prostituted themselves to the point
that he is becoming radioactive to the sources of inside information as the quality of
his work declines with his obviously declining health and mental capacity.   How sad of
an end to someone that once carried the conservative banner.

     
  
     
 
 Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use
Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't
know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent
someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the
newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North Rockwell Ave,
Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation
button.
 

 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

 
 
 
  

 
National Sheriff's Convention - September 16-18, 2012

 
Constitutional Sheriff and Peace Officer Association

CSPOA is an organization ran by Sheriff Richard Mack.    Sheriff Mack was one of the
two sheriffs that challenged the Brady Bill and won a Supreme Court decision that
declared the gun law unconstitutional.  The CSPOA believes there are two functions of
the modern sheriff’s office:
 
·         To understand their oaths to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United
States of America.
 
·         To understand that the Office of Sheriff exists to protect citizens.
 
Sheriff Mack advocates that a constitutional sheriff is the only law enforcement officer
elected in your county, who can follow his/her oath of office by enforcing the Bill of
Rights and defending the people’s individual rights, including interposing him/herself
between unlawful federal regulatory programs and the people.
 
CSPOA is asking for individuals to contact their own county sheriff and raise money to
pay his way to the September 16th conference.   $299 will cover hotel (2 nights) and
catered meals for the attendees. Airfare must be purchased separately.  Any additional
expenses will be out of pocket to each attendee.
 
In February 2010 we brought Sheriff Mack to Oklahoma as the headliner for our Liberty
Conference at Metro Tech’s Spring Lake campus, a two day event that featured a
sheriff’s breakfast and dozens of speakers.  Part of the OCA groups helped fund an
effort that delivered a copy of Sheriff Mack’s book to all the Oklahoma sheriffs.
 
If you would like to start a fund for your county you can start by asking your county
sheriff if he would attend then we can put you in touch with Sheriff Mack for the details
on collecting donations.   If the fundraising effort falls short the funds or your sheriff
has to cancel the funds are pooled to help get other sheriffs to the event.  We should
look at this as a public effort, every sheriff that attends builds the movement and adds
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This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

that much more credibility to the effort as well as that much more deterrence to those
that would steal our freedom.

 
For more information visit the CSPOA website.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Concealed Carry Class a Success

 
 

The August 11th Concealed Carry Class was attended by eight Tea Party members, just
shy of the ten person limit per class.    I was very surprised at the informal manner of
teaching, solidly professional but questions were welcomed at every step of the way
and Sheriff Bauman was both entertaining and patient.    Glen McEntire of National
American Shooting Academy had facilitated the class for us and was on hand to
answer any questions about the new Open Carry law that is going into effect on
November 1st.   McEntire was the Chief Firearms Instructor for CLEET for over two
decades and had actually trained Sheriff Bauman so were were trained by the best of
the best.
 
Basically nothing will change on November 1st except for the ability of concealed carry
licensees to carry a weapon in plain sight instead of concealed.   Both McEntire and
Bauman indicated that they believed that surprise is an excellent tactic and therefore
believe that one will still be better off concealing your weapon to keep the bad guy
from knowing exactly who is armed and who is defenseless.  Another point was to
avoid becoming a target yourself, with a bad guy taking your gun away from you if he
thinks he is capable of doing so.  Remember that criminals aren’t always the sharpest
knife in the drawer so their advice is worth considering.  But the new law will avoid
problems when your concealment method fails, like in a jacket blowing open or a shirt
riding up, preventing you from being charged with brandishing of a firearm and losing
your license.    Also printing, where someone can see the outline of a weapon even if it
isn’t completely visible, has been a problem in the past.   I suppose the legislature
thought that concealed carry is so scary that they had to make it invisible carry.
 
The training was excellent, far in excess of what I had thought we would learn.  They
covered the law itself, provided examples of situations where the law would protect
you and where your rights ended.   The spent a lot of time on gun safety, how to
handle, use, and store a weapon.   That hit home once we went out to fire our weapons
as part of the training.  It is a bit unnerving to have that many people handling
weapons in close proximity, especially as you don’t really know them and how
proficient they are or if they are absent minded!  The two instructors watched every
move we made and everyone passed the course.
 
But the part that really surprised me was the emphasis on continual training.  They not
only want people to carry weapons, they want people to be proficient at using them. 
They covered basic shooting skills, how to diagnose any bad habits, how to learn to
shoot tighter groups (making bullets hit closer together), and which types of weapons
were best for concealed carry.
The actual firing was done at very close range, ten to fifteen feet, with each attendee
firing 50 rounds.  Some of the attendees are former military so there were some good
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shots and a few not so good shots but without a doubt everyone was a little better of a
marksman at the end.
 
Sheriff Bauman is going to establish a once per month class in a few weeks.   We will
publish his schedule as soon as he is up and running but he is also running for re
election as the Logan County Sheriff.  We will do a story on Sheriff Bauman in the near
future as we believe that everyone is a little better off with this sort of man holding the
highest law enforcement position in Logan County.   It is obvious from talking to him
that he is a capable administrator, completely passionate about serving the public,
protecting our constitutional rights, and in educating citizens in how to protect
themselves and their families.
 
Glen McEntire also owns the North American Shooting Academy.   It is two miles north
of Highway 33 on Academy Road, to the West of Guthrie Oklahoma.   They have a
twenty point pistol range and a 100 yard rifle range and offer a wide range of training
from beginning firearms classes to a 40 hour rifle school.   Remember that this is the
guy that trained cops for 22 years, thousands of cops; you simply cannot find anyone
better qualified to teach.
 
Here is an idea of the type of training they offer.  You don’t have to be a police officer
to take the training and while the training is expensive, it is also extensive.

 
Phase 1, Beginning firearms (16 hours - $400.00).
Subjects taught: Firearms Safety, Basic fundamentals, Firearms Styles and Types, Ammunition Types and
Nomenclature, Gun Cleaning, Presenting the Firearm from a Holster, and Marksmanship Skill Builders. The
student needs to bring approximately 250 rounds of ammunition. There will be a special class offered for
ladies only.
Phase 2, Basic Handgun Course (40 hours - $1000.00).
Subjects taught: Firearms Safety, Basic Fundamentals, Presenting a Firearm from a Holster, Handgun
Nomenclature and Cleaning, and Marksmanship Skill Builders. Introduction to Handgun Handling Skills
Test. The student will need to bring 1,000 rounds of ammunition. There will be a special class for ladies
only.
Phase 3, Intermediate Handgun Course (40 hours - $1000.00).
Subjects taught: Review Firearms Safety, Review Basic Fundamentals, Review  Presentations from a
Holster, Presentations from Concealed Carry Positions, Review Marksmanship Skill builders, Intermediate
Range Skill builders, Engagement of Multiple Targets, Dim Light Skill Builders. The student will need to
bring 1,000 rounds of ammunition.
Phase 4, Advanced Handgun Course (40 Hours - $1000.00).
Subjects taught: Review Firearms Safety, Review Presentations, Precision Speed Drills, Long Range Skill
Builders, Engagement of Multiple targets at Various Ranges, Dim Light Skill Builders. The student will need
to bring 1,250 rounds of ammunition.
Phase 5, Defensive Shotgun Course (24 hours - $600.00).
Subjects Taught: Firearms Safety, Basic Fundamentals of Shotgun Shooting, Mounting the Shotgun,
Nomenclature and Cleaning, Shotgun Skill Builders, Precision Shooting, Engagement of Multiple Targets,
Ammunition Management, Shotgun Handling Skills Test, and Dim Light Skill Builders. The student will need
to bring 125 rounds of birdshot, 100 rounds of buckshot, and 75 slugs.
Phase 6, Rifle Course (Carbine) or (scoped) (40 Hours - $1000.00).
Subjects Taught: Firearms Safety, Basic Fundamentals of Rifle Shooting, Rifle Nomenclature and Cleaning,
Rifle Skill Builders, Precision Shooting Course of Fire, Sustained Shooting Course of Fire, Effects of
Weather, Shooting Positions, and Rifle Handling Skills Test. The student will need to bring 750 rounds of
ammunition.

 
For more information visit Glen’s website
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Want to win your election?
Take a Lesson from Nigerian Scam Artists

 
 
 

We all get them constantly, those seemingly unbelievable spam emails that clog our
email inboxes.   A lawyer declaring that we are the last living heir of a vast fortune, or
a diplomat in Africa wanting to spirit millions of dollars out of the country if only we
could help, or even the American soldier that has came in possession of riches and is
needing an honest partner to ship the funds to.   There was even a recent Wall Street
Journal article that told of law firms getting hooked, literally hundreds of big firms,
over 700 last year alone.  Cases where checks were forwarded for collection, with the
Nigerian crooks verifying the validity of their own fraudulent check after the suspicious
law firm calls the “bank”.  But what in the world does these email scams have in
common with politics?
 
Simple, have you ever read one of those emails and shook your head over how
unbelievable they are?   How only a fool would fall for it?    How obvious it should be to
almost anyone?   How many of you just thought that the Nigerians just weren’t very
smart about their trade?  What if I told you that there is a method to their seemed
madness?
 
Every business or enterprise has a choke point; some part of the process that limits
how much can be done per person.   I had an old timer teach me years ago when I had
a furniture factory in Arkansas that you can’t make money but you can save it.  So
making a profit was a matter of being more efficient than your competitors whose
pricing generally helped set the going rate for a particular type of work.  Figuring out
how to do something faster, better, or cheaper is how you made your money by cutting
waste, labor, or material costs.
 
In spam emails the choke point is convincing the suckers to send you money.   They
can send out millions of emails per day but starting a correspondence with that many
is impossible.   Sometimes a scam artist will invest months of daily effort into
cultivating a sucker before they begin sending money.  If you are a scam artist you
don’t want suspicious suckers, you want the ones that are so greedy, so naïve, or so
stupid that they take things at face value.  The ones that ask too many questions eat
up your time, you want to somehow allow the dumbest of the lot to self select and
contact you.
 
And you do that by writing emails that only the dumbest or the greediest will fall for:

 
“This gentlemen claimed to be your representative, and this power of attorney stated that you are dead,

they brought an account to replace your informations in other to claim your fund of $8.5 Million USD which
it is right now lying DORMANT and UNCLAIMED, below is the new account they have submitted:

 
 

Be further informed that this power of attorney also stated that you suffered and died of a throat cancer.
You are therefore given 24hrs to confirm the truth in this information, If you are still alive, You are to
contact us back immediately, Because we work 24 hrs just to ensure that we monitor all the activities
going on in regards to the transfer of beneficiaries inheritance and contract payment. Please you are

hereby advice to reconfirm the below information to this honorable office for confirmation to help us serve
you better.

 
Your Full Name.................

Your Country Address...........
Your Home Address..............

Occupation.....................
Tele Or Cell Phone...........
Age................................

A Copy Of Your ID...............
 

You are to call this office immediately for clarifications on this matter as we shall be available 24 hrs to
speak with you and give you the necessary guidelines on how to ensure that your payment is wired to you

immediately.
Just also be informed that any further delay from your side could be dangerous, as we would not be held

responsible of wrong payment.
 

Thank you.
 

Apostle Mark
International Monetary Funds Agent”

 
Here is another:

 
“then between now until end of AUGUST 2012 per day you will

receive the sum of $8,000 Dollars,However be informed that we have send
the sum of $8,000 Dollars this morning to avoid cancellation of your

payment though it was agreed that you will pay the sum of $78 before
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payment department will release the payment to you.

Note.you have only 6 hours to call this office upon the receipt of this
email.

You are required to pay $68 and the fee  serve as re-confirmation of your file of your
payment from the office in charge. the maximum amount you will be

receiving per day starting from today is $8,000 in three
different payments and the Money Transfer Control Number of today is below.”

 
Hmmm, hard not to trust someone named “Apostle” and I’ll lose $8,000 a day if I don’t
act quickly….
There are two lessons in this:
 
·         First is that the bigger the lie the more likely it is to be believed. 
·         Second lesson is that you are not normal, how you perceive something might just
be 180 degrees from reality.  
 
What you thought were fairly ignorant, illiterate scam artists just might be much
smarter than you give them credit for because their message wasn’t written for you, in
fact is was written specifically to get you to delete it unanswered.  These people are
good at what they do and are marketing to their core customer group.  If there was one
thing that we could all do to stop the spam email scams in short order it would be for
all of us to start answering the emails and stringing out the scam artists, making them
chase false leads and wasting their time so that the vast amount of email would hide
the greedy and the stupid responses.   This is paying off for them or they wouldn’t
continue to do it.
 
Politics is no different; the politicians are speaking to the most gullible in our society
with specially tailored message to get voters to self select themselves into being
voters, donors, or supporters.  The bigger the lie the more believable like when
Republican Representative Glen Mulready told his constituents that he wasn’t pushing
Obama Care when in fact he was the House author of the bill.  Or the nearly four dozen
Republicans that initially started out supporting Obama Care in 2011, you don’t think
that they were any smarter than the guy that starts sending money to Nigeria or
cashes a “cashiers” check for a stranger and forwards part of the proceeds?   You
don’t think we peeled enough of them off that list to kill Obama Care/Fallin Care Health
Insurance Exchanges by appealing to reason or explaining to them that their
constituents didn’t want Obama Care imposed?   What we did was open their eyes and
they saw they should be more afraid of their voters than of losing campaign donations
from the State Chamber.
 
In the coming fall we have the responsibility of plowing the ground for the conservative
Republican and Democrat legislators for the 2013 legislative session.  The Nigerian
scammers in this case are the State Chamber, big business interests like Glen
Mulready’s Blue Cross/Blue Shield handlers, and the political elite that pull the strings
behind the curtains.    The suckers in this case are the legislators that have fallen for
the State Chamber spiel.   I heard once that when you attend a meeting at the Capitol
that if you can’t spot the mark in the room then it is you.   We did a good job in the
2012 legislative session; we stopped the State Chamber butt cold on Obama Care and
the hundreds of millions in bond issues.  But they will be back because although things
have changed recently, they have made billions in the past off their corruption.   And
we can learn from the spam scammers on just how they will go about it.
 
First they understand human nature.   The promise of gain is strong but the threat of
loss is even stronger.    The scammer telling you that you will lose $8,000.00 per day if
you don’t act triggers the fear of loss.   The State Chamber has already rolled out their
changes in campaign donations by telling the GOP legislators that they would begin
supporting Democrats that are willing to take their bribes.  The old “act now or lose it
all” tactic.   The other tactic is the big lie;   oppose us and we will tell your
constituents that you are “anti business”.
 
The public interest and Oklahoma values will be protected in the coming legislative
session only if we are successful in keeping the legislators fear of exposure stronger
than their greed or sense of loss.   This last session was so successful for our side
because of the two threats, that the Ron Paul activists would follow me back and get
involved in state politics, and that the Oklahoma-Guardian bypassing the controlled
media outlets would spread the truth faster than their lies could travel.  To keep the
politicians honest we have to keep the pressure on them, their donors, and make them
all understand that we are going to punish them for bad behavior and that we will be
back next year.  If you help keep the Oklahoma-Guardian newspaper by volunteering,
subscribing, donating, or buying advertising you will help the only activist project in
the state that is both effective and efficient.
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Ron Paul At Large Slate RNC Challenge Fails

 
Last week saw the decision on the challenge laid against the At Large Delegates
elected at the May State GOP Convention.   The Ron Paul grassroots forces challenged
the slate of delegates elected at the state convention by a voice vote followed by a
standing vote.   However the rules for the convention had called for a roll call vote,
where ballots are passed out, marked, and counted.  The Ron Paul grassroots leaders
challenged the right of the elected slate of 25 to be credentialed at the Florida
National GOP Convention by filing a complaint with the RNC, the Republican National
Committee.
 
The RNC ruled the same way that I had predicted they would rule not because State
GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell didn’t cheat the Ron Paul activists but because even
though Pinnell did orchestrate a most Machiavellian double cross at the convention,
the outcome wouldn’t have been any different had they taken a voice vote.   Ron Paul
simply didn’t have the numbers to prevail.
The vote was close, around 60/40 based on a previous roll call vote but not enough
votes is not enough votes.     Had the roll call vote been taken all that would have been
accomplished was wasting everyone’s time.    The national Ron Paul campaign had
called me after the convention even though we had officially ended the campaign a
week before and I walked them through the facts.   They got it, but the grassroots
leaders pushed on with a so called “rump” convention, elected their own delegates,
and filed the RNC challenge.
 
This is where the Ron Paul organization utterly failed by allowing an unofficial
grassroots organization to run wild while being misled by untrained, undisciplined, and
unaccountable self selected “leaders”.    Rather than having chosen a slate of reliable,
disciplined, level headed delegates that would follow Dr. Paul at the National
Convention they wound up with three Congressional Districts worth of unknown,
unaccountable delegates.  Some of them I know and they will do fine, others… who
knows?   Will any of them cast their vote for Dr. Paul in violation of state law before
they are released after a few rounds of balloting?  Will there even be several rounds of
balloting?   If I were Romney’s handler I would advise cutting a deal with the Santorum
and Gingrich camps in advance and taking it on the first ballot to avoid releasing a
horde of Ron Paul supporters to vote their conscience.
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I hope Romney doesn’t though as it will be a convention to remember.   Everyone that
attended the State GOP Convention remembers Ron Paul grassroots leader Lukus
Collin’s wife Ellany screeching after the final vote, completely out of control and quite
embarrassing to the movement.  The Oklahoma Truth Council went so far to say that
Ellany damaged her husband’s political career:
 
“”While Collins has tried to deal with the moderate base with a somewhat even hand, his reputation was
tarnished in Oklahoma County when his wife began screaming and chanting at the end of the convention.
Perhaps the enthusiasm will win the day for Collins, but the resentment caused by his wife’s hubris may
hurt any fundraising efforts they try.”
 
 
 In politics you can beat the stuffing out of someone and call them every name in the
book as long as the facts are on your side and afterward most of the politicians and
the party hacks will understand that it was just politics.  They might even respect you
more for putting up a hard fight and not being walked on.  But after the vote is lost,
screeching like a mad woman is pretty futile and counterproductive.   Far better had
she held her tongue and gone after their candidates in the primary if she wanted to do
something to make them respect the movement.  Even worse is the reflection on
Lukus, people see behavior like that and they automatically assume that he puts up
with it at home as well.
 
This wasn’t the first embarrassing moment caused by Ellany Collins’s hubris in the
presence of her husband.    During the private meeting between Dr. Paul and his phone
bank volunteers on February 25th she uncorked in a horrible display of entitlement
mentality and bad manners.   The private meeting had been for those volunteers that
had called a specified number of voters and returned the data to the campaign.  
Dozens of Ron Paul activists worked their tail off meeting the deadline; some even
took off work to finish up.  But not Ellany and Lukus Collins both refused to call voters
but managed to get into the private meeting somehow in the confusion despite their
names not being on the list.     I let it pass rather than cause a fuss with the candidate
present but regretted the charity when it came time to clear the room.
 
The national campaign staff was keeping Dr. Paul on a tight schedule so everyone
understood beforehand that when it was time to clear the room for the media event for
Dr. Paul that they had to leave.  The staff announced it was time to clear the room
several times to no avail, and then they asked me for my assistance.   As the permit
holder for the event and as the person who had arranged for the meeting rooms I had  
the final say.   I started herding everyone out gently and everyone was responding till
Ellany tried to walk around me to get to Mrs. Paul.    I blocked her way and repeated
that we had to clear the room for the media but Ellany wasn’t having it, raising her
voice and all wild eyed, trying to go around me as the troopers eyed her
nervously.   After about the third request, I told her to leave now or I’d have her taken
out.   Ellany screamed something rude, nasty, and unprintable then stormed off.  The
national staff saw it all of course but they said there was no avoiding it and that I had
handled it as well as possible.   Later both Ellany and her husband Lukus confronted
me for being “rude”.
 
But here is why this ugly incident is relevant to this discussion.  If the leaders of a
grassroots group have this sort of entitlement mentality then how are they going to act
at the National GOP Convention?  Will they follow state law and vote as their district
voted in the popular vote or will they break the law, risk prosecution, and vote for Ron
Paul on the initial round of voting?  Will they destroy any potential deal worked out by
Dr. Paul and Romney to gain some concessions in return for the Ron Paul delegate’s
votes?  
 
The Ron Paul activists are a diverse lot and the vast majority of them are fine, level
headed, reasonable people but it appeared that the ones that control the group are
more of the more excitable individuals.    Some of them are personal friends and as
solid as a rock, some are outright anarchists, some are very, very, liberal, and others
are so libertarian that any sort of organized effort is an affront to their values.   The
wonder is how an organization of hundreds and hundreds of individuals has never
managed to elect leaders yet they seem to follow the ones that self selected.   It is an
amazing group, I’ll give them that, very passionate, very dedicated, but totally
ineffective from either the lack of leadership or the lack of the ability to elect or
accept leadership.
 
So there might be some fireworks at the National Convention, we might even see the
State Chairman Matt Pinnell move to oust some of the District delegates that are Ron
Paul supporters prior to the event.  No doubt he and the GOP party faithful have
already investigated the alternates and are cutting deals with them to step into the
shoes of the delegates they choose to eliminate.    I am not sure that the Ron Paul
grassroots group could hold it together once they find some of their own acting like the
politicians they hate.  My advice to the Ron Paul District delegates is to watch your
back and always remember that if you want a friend in politics, get a dog.
 
Next week we are going to take a look at another potential National Delegate that
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might embarrass both Oklahoma and the Ron Paul movement.   Even the hardened
political hands are going to shake their head at whoever decided that this person
deserved to represent Oklahoma at the National Convention.

 
 
 
 

 
Oklahoma County Court Clerk Runoff Election August 28th

 
Now four years ago I wouldn’t have gotten too excited about a court clerk election,
after all, what can they do besides file papers and create temporary internment camps
complete with torture, AKA jury pools.   It turns out that the court clerk has a vote on
the county budget board and having a patriot in the slot gives us assurance that it is a
little harder to hide the political dirt that washes up at the county level.
 
Two “Republicans” are facing each other in  the runoff face after neither received the
necessary 51% to win outright in June.   I wrote “Republicans” because one of the
candidates is anything but a Republican despite his switching parties at the last
possible date before filing for office.   Former Representative Charles Key received the
largest amount of votes in the primary election, just over one third.
 
Everyone knows Representative Charles Key’s position on all the major issues, he is as
conservative and as freedom loving as they come and is not afraid to buck the
establishment if needed.   As one of the eight voting members of the budget board we
would have a conservative voice in county government, someone willing to balance the
budget with increased efficiencies and cost cutting, not increasing property taxes
again and again.  Few people actually understand the property tax rate setting
procedure.   The government entities, schools, sheriff, and various other county
government departments send in their requested budgets each year, the county budget
board tallies up everyone’s wish list, then they jack the millage rates up to cover the
requested funds.   They take the valuation of your home or business, multiply it by the
millage rate that they set, and you get to write them a check.
 
In typical political sleight of hand all the politicians talk about not raising property
taxes and file bills that never get heard that limit the increase in valuation for a
property but no one ever talks about where the real increases come from, the setting
of the millage rates.
 
Tim Rhodes is the former Democrat challenging Key for the court clerk slot.   Rhodes
has been a politically appointed staff member of the incumbent for over 15 years, has
only donated to Democrat candidates including Sheriff John Whetsel, and switched
parties after telling one of our court house sources that he “didn’t believe he could win
as a Democrat.”
Rhodes has ran for office twice before as a Democrat, publically supports Barack
Obama, going so far as  keeping a picture of Obama on his desk before he filed for
election.   His position on the need for a new $400,000,000.00 jail is that “We need to
conduct another study”.  The Greater Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce has endorsed
Rhodes, leaving any doubt behind that he is a conservative or isn’t in the State
Chamber camp.
 
The election is August 28th.   It isn’t too late to get an absentee ballot mailed to you if
you call the Oklahoma County Election Board .   The cutoff date for requesting an
absentee ballot is August 22nd at 5:00 pm.   You can download your own ballot here
and follow the directions to return it.
 
There will be early voting starting on Friday August 24th between 8 am and 6 pm, on
Saturday August 25th between 8 am and 1 pm, and again on Monday August 27th

between 8 am and 6 pm, or you can visit your regular polling station to cast your vote.
The turnout is going to be very, very, low so this is an excellent chance where your
vote will really count as a few hundred voters might well decide how much we tax
Oklahoma County citizens, how the money is spent, and IF we raise taxes again or if
we begin trimming the fat out of county government.
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Mike McCarville, Bless His Heart,
 Jumps the Shark

 
Okay, I apologize for this picture but there simply wasn't another that got the point
across.   The picture is nasty on several levels but capturing the essence of McCarville
and Neva Hill in one picture is a tough job   Get past the taste of using such a picture
and you must admit it is hillarious.   The woman probably posted this somewhere
thinking she was going to get tons of admirers but just forgot to flush the toilet before
the urge hit to take a self shot.

 
Every time I swear to myself that I will stop responding to the old fool’s rants someone
calls or emails about something the old codger has spewed into the blog o sphere.   
When it is supposed to be about me, I rarely bother to read the rants as everyone that
matters understands that McCarville has blown his credibility the last few years
supporting the State Chamber agenda and they also know that State Chamber whore
Neva Hill is writing a lot of the negative blog posts for Mike these days as his physical
and mental condition deteriorate.   Someone coined a nickname for the pair, McCarhill,
so it is a fairly well known story.   Besides in politics you only get attacked if you are
effective and are hurting the bad boys.    An attack from McCarhill is a mark of
conservative pride and an acknowledgement that you are under his skin, Neva Hill’s
skin, and the State Chamber’s skin.     I just get this mental image of an old dog
dragging his hindquarters in the grass, laugh, and go back to making money or being
the voice of the conservative opposition in Oklahoma.
 
But sometimes McCarhill manages to write something that is so ridiculous that the
temptation to smack her is just too much.   Such was the case this week when
McCarhill went after House District 53 candidate Paula Sullivan after a controversy
erupted over statements allegedly given to the Oklahoman.  Know I know Michael
McNutt and believe him to be an honest reporter but reporters have editors and you
just never know how much a story was changed by an editor to reflect the political
agenda of the newspaper so if Paula Sullivan claims that the quotes attributed to her
were fabricated I would know who to blame and it wouldn’t be Michael McNutt.
 
What I can say about Paula Sullivan is that she is unusually taciturn and chooses her
words carefully when she has answered emails from the Oklahoma-Guardian staff.  
From that experience I just can’t see her making the statements that the Oklahoman
editors are defending.
 
McCarhill goes on to claim that their blog isn’t written by Neva Hill, denies that the
McCarville Report isn’t on the State Chamber payroll despite the history of State
Chamber advertising and the unfailing support for their agenda, then drags
Representative Randy Terrill into the fight claiming that Terrill is part of the Sooner
Tea Party newsletter staff!
 
Is the McCarhill duo  political idiots or are they political consultants    I can’t think of a
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stupider act than to credit your most dangerous opponent with having a legislator like
Representative Terrill on staff!    Instant added credibility on our part, not a smart
political move, more of an act of desperation on Neva Hill’s part.   But the fact is that
Representative Terrill is not part of the Sooner Tea Party staff nor has he ever been a
part of our staff, written stories, edited, attended any of our meetings or any other sort
of participation.   He does return phone calls but most of the legislators do with a
handful of exceptions, after all, do they have a choice?    Only a political idiot wouldn’t
want to know what the Sooner Tea Party is looking into.
 
Has Terrill ever given us leads or has he ever answered questions for us?  Of course,
and the list of politicians that has done so would twist some heads.   I can tell you one
thing that you can carve in stone; there is no honor among thieves or politicians.   The
politicians and politicos that whine about us the most are some of our best sources as
they jockey for position within their clique, outing their rivals or doing the dirty deed
for one of their allies.
 
McCarhill goes on to recount a story about the Oklahoma Political News Service,
claiming it was discredited after reporting a story involving Senator Harry Coates that
didn’t pan out, leaving out the McCarhill stories this last year claiming that I hadn’t
been selected as the Oklahoma Ron Paul Campaign State Director or the breathless
stories of my own group allegedly investigating our finances. 
 
 In the first instance McCarhill got suckered into reporting on a grassroots organization
that was challenging Dr. Paul’s national campaign only to fold around a month later
after they sobered up… and McCarhill didn’t miss a beat nor report their mistake.  The
second instance was fabricated out of whole cloth, there has never been a call from
any of our members of anything remotely like what McCarhill made up.   If anything our
members are amazed that we stretch our donations as far as we do, they know we
hold a sacred trust to spend those hard earned donations wisely and effectively and
are more than satisfied with the results we have achieved.
Then in late June McCarhill reported that the Sooner Tea Party went down in flames
during the primary only to see the Tulsa World report that Tea Party forces would
control up to one quarter of the House seats in 2013:
 
“They agree on one point - the tea party hasn't peaked in its influence in the Legislature.   While
incumbent Republicans turned back high-profile tea-party challenges, tea-party candidates did very well in
open seats in the recent GOP primary.   After the November election, it's reasonable to expect the tea-
party coalition in the state House to have about a quarter of the seats. “
 
I didn’t see McCarhill folding their tent or closing up shop after that whopper of a lie
was revealed.   I suppose to be discredited one would have to have a reputation for
integrity in the first place.  And that Tulsa World article was a bombshell, one quarter
of the seats is more than enough to gain control.   Always remember the most crucial
bit of information in politics, who are the factions that cooperate to control the
political unit?   We won the Speaker Designate race by three votes, it is that narrow of
a margin to  control the House.
McCarhill then claims that there is “overwhelming evidence” that Terrill writes for the
Sooner Tea Party yet he declines to provide a single whiff of any evidence.    Let me
tell you one thing that both Neva Hill and Mike McCarville would do if they had a single
shred of evidence to back up their claims;  they would use it.    Representative Terrill
and I haven’t always gotten along and we don’t see eye to eye on some issues but
without a doubt he has been an effective legislator and one of the leaders in the
conservatives because the man is politically astute and intelligent.    There could be
far worse people credited with our stories so we will take McCarhill’s baseless
accusations as a compliment rather than an insult.
McCarhill ends by completely going off the rails:
 
“Then, the Oklahoma Conservative Political Action Committe (OCPAC) also endorsed McBride; that put
OCPAC in opposition to Gerhart’s Sooner Tea Party endorsement of Sullivan because McBride isn’t
conservative enough in Gerhart’s eyes. The OCPAC endorsement, sources say, sent Terrill and Gerhart into
obscenity-laced comments about Charlie Meadows, OCPAC leader and, unlike Gerhart, a respected
conservative activist.”
 
Wow, we hadn’t heard that Charlie Meadows had endorsed Mark McBride through
OCPAC.   So how could I have made “obscenity-laced comments about Charlie
Meadows”?     We aren’t surprised that Charlie endorsed a RINO though, wouldn’t be
the first time. 
 
Here is the thing about Mark McBride’s being conservative or not.  We really couldn’t
tell other than judging who is endorsing him and who is giving him money as he has
yet to cast a single vote that we can find.  He appears to be a political newcomer and
we had little information on him  and Paula Sullivan was giving out little information  so
we skipped doing a story on their race in our first issue that covered Cleveland County
nor did we mention Sullivan’s name or Mike McBride’s name in our second or third
issue of the Oklahoma-Guardian.   I think we did highlight her name in our voter picks
right before the primary but Sullivan received zero support from us other than that.  
We said not a word about her or her opponent, just highlighted her name as our choice
based upon our inside information and who was supporting her opponents.
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The first story we ever ran on the HD 53 race was July 15th where one of our
writer/researchers had exposed exactly who was supporting Mark McBride:
 
“Her opponent is Mark McBride and his donor list is packed with State Chamber members like
Chesapeake Oklahoma Pac, Devon Energy Corporation PAC and the Greater OKC Chamber PAC.”
 
That is State Chamber folks, you can’t be against illegal immigration, pro life, against
Sharia law, pro 2nd Amendment, against tax credits, against corporate welfare or
support the Constitution if you accept money from these people.  You cannot follow the
ten major planks of the Oklahoma Republican Party if you accept their coin.  End of
debate.
 

But like all liars McCarhill fabricated one too many stories, giving us definitive proof
that they are fabricating their “facts” on a regular basis.   McCarhill wrote this in the
story labeled “OPEA Endorses McBride; Is Terrill Pulling Strings In Sullivan Campaign?”

 on August 8th:
 
“She used language virtually identical to that used by Terrill, and by Gerhart on his website.”
 
Hate to break it to you Mike and Neva, but our website hasn’t been updated since May
of 2011, long before Paula Sullivan and Mark McBride were on anyone’s radar.   Now
both of you need to provide examples of “virtually identical” language on our website
or be exposed once again as the liars that you are.
 
Now, for Gods sake, is McCarhill so obtuse that they don’t get that the Oklahoma
Public Employees Association isn’t likely to support a conservative that is interested in
following the Republican Party Platform of cutting government waste and downsizing
government?  Aren’t they far more likely to support a big government advocate?
 
Interestingly enough I get blamed for the language that the Oklahoman  used in the
Sullivan interview.    Mrs. Sullivan’s son allegedly commented on The McCarhill Report
stating that I gave the quotes which never happened.  Oh well, take it as a compliment
as the Sooner Tea Party is the boogy man to the State Chamber types.  Being blamed
for everything just shows that they think we are everywhere and the cause of all their
troubles.  We have no problem with allowing them to think that.
 
But if you visit the McCarhill Report you will catch comments outing Mark McBride’s
criminal history and the multiple court cases and judgments against him as well as
comments about his son and child support.  It all appears to be true as far as we can
tell at this point.   The court records are there for anyone to find.   The offenses range
from the minor offenses of  failure to carry proof of insurance, refusal to wear a seat
belt, following too closely,  and multiple speeding tickets one of which was severe
enough to cause the suspension of McBride’s drivers license.   The public safety profile
paints a picture of a rude and aggressive driver that has little regard for the safety of
others.
 
   District Court records show a long history of lawsuits and garnished wages ranging
from medical providers prior to his wife’s illness to the Oklahoma Tax Commission and
evidence of multiple marriages.   I’ve heard there were also tax liens on him and given
the Oklahoma Tax Commission court case I wouldn’t dismiss the claims.  McBride’s
wife did become ill, very ill, and unpaid medical bills can be explained after she
became ill although I would ask myself if I wouldn’t pay all my personal bills regardless
of who is owed before running for public office.
 
    McBride was also convicted of a misdemeanor for driving during the time when his
driver’s license was suspended.  McBride was caught and convicted of driving with a
suspended  drivers license, a terrible testimony to his judgment and his respect for the
rule of law.
 
On a personal level Mark McBride is packing a lot of baggage as well.    We have a nice
email from his former daughter in law coming out in the Oklahoma-Guardian where she
outlined quite a story against Mark and his son for avoiding child support and
abandoning his family for a new, younger woman.    Mark McBride is even accused of
yelling at and accusing his former daughter in law of cheating on his son during her
pregnancy while the woman was confined to bed rest due to a delicate condition!
 
Good Lord… Tax liens, can’t follow the law well enough to keep a drivers license,
getting sued for unpaid bills, how is this man remotely ready to represent 38,000
Oklahomans at the Capitol?  He can’t follow the law and pay his bills but he wants to
tell the rest of us how to live and to pass laws?   He is supported by a public
employees union and the State Chamber folks and Charlie Meadows thinks he is
conservative?   No wonder Mrs. Sullivan called Charlie Meadows a fraud!   I wouldn’t go
that far.  For all his faults Charlie means well, he is just clueless and out of touch.
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But the McCarhill Report has jumped the shark, a term that refers to a signature
moment when a organization or event has declined in quality so much as to become ill
relevant, when the principles must become so desperate with gimmicks to hold an
audience that they lose all credibility.    Life has conspired to take Mike McCarville’s
career down in an inglorious end where he has little choice but to take the State
Chamber’s money in trade for incredibly unbelievable propaganda articles.   If you take
the time to read some of the comments on his articles you will notice that he seems to
be getting a lot of his information from comment posters and recycling them into blog
posts.   Like the State Chamber he and Neva have prostituted themselves to the point
that he is becoming radioactive to the sources of inside information as the quality of
his work declines with his obviously declining health and mental capacity.   How sad of
an end to someone that once carried the conservative banner.

     
  
     
 
 Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use
Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't
know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent
someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the
newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North Rockwell Ave,
Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation
button.
 

 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
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The Truth Behind the
Oklahoma Truth Council

 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has been a frequent player in Oklahoma politics but one that had
everyone guessing as to who was actually behind the blog site.  Some clues arose from who
they chose to attack, who they gently reproached, who they supported, and who they ignored. 
It turns out that there are three principles behind the website, one who still remains in the
shadows and two that have outed themselves through their actions.
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council had been a supporter of what the Sooner Tea Party was doing up
until Mike McCarville started slipping into his dotage and started lashing out at the Sooner Tea
Party.  Even then their rebukes were fairly gentle, advising the leader of the Sooner Tea Party
to take a deep breath and a vacation on one occasion.  But the clues that exposed them were
recent attacks on Mark Costello and Randy Terrell along with sideways slaps at a few
candidates for state and local offices.
 
It turns out that both have or have had connections with the notorious Neva Hill.   Neva Hill is
the former partner and current friend of Mike McCarville, and Hill is Speaker Kris Steele’s
political consultant.
 
  When a Face book page popped up for Marion Cooksey the builder of the page inadvertently
left his name on the page as the creator of the page and as Marion Cooksey is one of Neva
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company that has
great prices on
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Hill’s clients as well as one of the twisted Speaker Steele’s lieutenants, it wasn’t hard to put
two and two together.
 
More evidence arose as to the connection between the McCarville Report and the Oklahoma
Truth Council when McCarville increased his posting of OTC articles, something that few
“journalists” are willing to do as an anonymous source isn’t a good source.  The OTC also
reposted a few older attacks on Randy Terrill in response to a special circumstance that arose
in Cleveland County, involving a Neva Hill client.  The OTC also defended Mike McCarville for
shilling RINO Republican candidates and incumbents, all of which are known Neva Hill clients.
After seeing Rep Paul Wesslehoft attacked last year and seeing the latest attacks on Labor
Commissioner Mark Costello a common thread emerged.
 
And who are the dynamic duo hiding behind the Oklahoma Truth Council curtain?  None other
than former State Senator Brogdon aides Cindy Sullivan and Seth Rott.
 
Sullivan once worked for Neva Hill and continues to do side jobs for her including filling out
ethics commission reports for many of Neva Hill’s clients according to our sources.  Seth Rott
presently does work for Neva Hill including the very recent Face book page for Marion
Cooksey.  How do we know this?  Because it showed up on Seth Rott’s face book page under
recent activity.  See the screen shot below of Seth’s facebook page.  Sloppy work there Seth,
very sloppy….
 

 
Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan are said to have worked for Labor Commissioner Mark
Costello and both were allegedly fired or “let go” which allegedly  generated the motivation for
the OTC attacks on Costello.   Seth Rott had a personal relationship with Lance Cargil some
years back which explained why the attack on the OTC gently brushed on Cargil instead of
taking him on head on, indeed the OTC article focused mainly on candidates not Cargil himself.
 
Looking deeper into the clues, the attacks on Wayne Pettigrew shined some light on the
culprits.  Pettigrew was one of the few Republicans that voted for Governor Brad Henry’s
lottery years ago when Forrest Claunch lead the fight against the lottery so the attack against
Pettigrew, however much deserved, was simply some old payback coming around.
 
 Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan also used to work with or for Tim Pope and former Senator
Randy Brogdon so seeing them support State Chamber brown noses Mike McCarville and Neva
Hill is spinning some heads.  Even more confusing is a report that Terrill and Sullivan are or
were friends through their association with Tim Pope leaving one to wonder why she would
help attack a former ally and allegedly a current friend. 
 
Another tantalizing trail coming out of this story is a company named Bcreative that showed up
in a McCarville Report story and on multiple ethics commission report.  Stay tuned for a coming
story on the Bcreative company.
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Pseudoephedrine?  
 I don’t think you need that…

   By Ms. P.M.       
     

There are a plethora of proposed bills surrounding the sinus decongestant pseudoephedrine. 
Yes, the druggies have invaded our nasal cavities scoring every bit of the lingering drug any
way they can. This puts us regular folks in a snotty predicament.  The rascals in the big house
have decided we need their protection because all of these bills relate to public health and
safety.
 
HB 2205 authored by Representative Vaughn limits the amount to 9 grams within any 30 day
period unless you have a prescription. Hang on, if you don't accurately provide the information
required you will be prohibited from obtaining what you need for a period of not less than 72
hours following the "failed validation".
 
 
HB 2375 authored by Representative Tibbs   This bill goes into detail for the following
information for each dispensation:
 
Recipient’s name, address, date of birth, ID number, National Drug Code of the substance
dispensed, date of the dispensation, the doctors U.S. DEA registration number, pharmacist’s
registration number, and other information as required by administrative rules.  Within 24 hours
of dispensation this information must be transmitted to the state under threat of one year in
the county jail and/or $1,000.00 fine.
 
Anyone want to bet that this information won’t go straight to the Fusion Center before it heads
to a national database or Obama Care type Health Insurance Exchange program?
 
 
HB 2546 authored by Representative Nolan clarifies procedures when pseudoephedrine is used
with other mixtures.  This bill is a basic housekeeping bill, removing existing language to clear
the way for newer, more strict language to be inserted into the law.
 
  
HB 2551 is another housekeeping bill authored by Representative McCullough adds products
containing pseudoephedrine to list and deletes pseudoephedrine products from Schedule. It
also deletes procedures for the sale of products containing pseudoephedrine.
 
HB 2819 is a shell bill, an empty bill to be filled out later on in the session.  Authored by
Representative Sean Roberts, it creates the Pseudoephedrine Act of 2012 which is likely to be a
catch all bill to tie up the different bills on this issue, or it is a backup bill in case the drug Nazis
loose a battle?
 
In Representative Tibbs bill- HB 2375, she threatens to put you in jail for one year and fine
you $1,000.00 if you don’t report your purchase.   Am I confused or is Tibbs smokin' the little
smokeys?   Aren't the powers that just tripping over themselves  to let non-violent offenders
out of jail? If I have it right they'll lock em' up for cooking meth and then let em' out.   Well,
that process should be worth a few taxpayer dollars. 
 
For most of us a trip to the doctor and a pharmacy stop for decongestant doesn't fit well into
our work schedule.  If you are like a lot of small business people, you have a catastrophic
policy so you pay your own doctor visits.  I want to thank Oklahoma legislators for making
health care more costly and difficult.  
 
For all of those in high places insisting these bills are an effort to combat the "War on Drugs", I
have an idea. We can stand in line during our lunch hour after you all have ingested all the
pseudoephedrine in the state of Oklahoma.  You all can then take turns bending over and
dispensing the meds to us as if you were Pez containers!  As always the law abiding citizens
are in the majority but we are the ones that jump through your hoops.   Will these moronic
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legislators ever tackle the real problems and leave us alone to live our lives? 
 

 

 
 

Nothing Better to do but
License Plate Bills?

 
by Ms P.M. and Ms. D.B

HB 2672 and 2674 Authored by Representative Shumate, HB 2629 Authored by Representative
McAffrey, House bill 2680  Rep. Banz

 
The Oklahoma Tax Commission already designs and issues special license plates to persons
wishing to demonstrate support, interest or membership to or for an organization, occupation,
cause or other subject. These three bills add new organizations.
 
HB 2672 adds the Historic Greenwood District to the list of special license plates which would
become available:
 
"The southern edge of the Greenwood District was platted as part of Tulsa's original town site
in 1900 and soon became known as "Little Africa." It appears Greenwood functioned as a self-
contained community of Black Americans and was mostly destroyed in the 1921 race riot. The
District was bulldozed and is now the campuses of Oklahoma State and Langston universities.”
 
Link to story
 
Upon passage of the bill anyone wishing to demonstrate support for music festivals within the
Historic Greenwood District would now have the option of doing so. As always there is money
involved and fees collected and deposited in the Music Festival's Revolving Fund.
 
HB 2674 would create a special license plate along with a revolving fund, source of funds, allow
expenditures for certain purposes; provide legislative intent; codification and an effective date
for the Booker T. Washington High School license plate.
 
And where does the money go?   5% to Education Reform Revolving Fund, 5% to Higher
Education Revolving Fund, 5% State Career Technology Fund, and 85% Teachers'
Retirement Benefit Fund.
 
Upon passage of this bill anyone wishing.....blaa...blaa...blaa... you have the picture.
 
 
HB 2629 adds a license plate to the list: "Oklahomans for the Arts".    Any person wishing to
demonstrate support for increasing public funding for the arts and art education across
Oklahoma has hit the jackpot.
 
House bill 2680  Rep. Banz would offer individuals to offer support of the Fighting Addiction
through Education Program by offering specialized license plates.  The price of the license
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would be 35.00. The amount going towards the cause would be 25.00. The remainder would
be for fees.
 
For this to be considered a topic of such great importance right now the Governor sure isn’t
putting much into it.  Does she really think selling a few car tags is going to fix this serious
issue or even illuminate it?  Of course not, but it sounds real good.
 
If she intends to take on something as serious as the drug problem in Oklahoma then she
needs to be serious. Associate it with something that holds a little more weight than a license
plate. Show some action with a lot less talking out the side of the mouth.
 
Don't get me wrong, special license plates are the rage.  Look at all the hoopties sporting fancy
rear end jewelry but in this twilight-zone era citizens are more concerned about the growth of
government and the quantity of our money being spent maintaining these expanding and
bloated departments.  It all makes me think they think we have a never ending supply of
funds.
 
I have an idea, instead of license plate bills, how about a bill renaming these Representatives
in chronological order of farm animals?   It could be an interesting and entertaining agenda
item that all of Oklahoma would enjoy.  The bill number could be something like HB B.S.  Could
it be so humorous with mass participation that we would wet ourselves from laughter? 
 
 

 
Gutting Representative Government in Oklahoma And

the People’s
Right to Know

 
 

They held the third meeting of the House Ethics Committee last Thursday where they
continued to hammer out the chains designed to prevent Representatives from speaking out
against House leadership.    Disguised as an “ethics committee” that would provide punishment
for felonious legislators the new committee is really designed to plug leaks of information that
is embarrassing to House leadership.    One political blogger, Mike McCarville of the McCarville
Report, went so far as to claim that the new ethics committee was aimed at one organization,
the Sooner Tea Party, using their new right to subpoena records and witnesses to appear in
their star chamber.  Is McCarville right or is this a product of approaching senility?  Time will
tell.
 
Looking at the committee  members that were appointed by Speaker Kris Steele one finds that
the committee is packed with Steele supporters along with a sprinkling of Democrats.  Who are
the Speaker Steele toadies:
 
Gary Banz,  Ann Coody, Danny Morgan, Dennis Casey, Todd Russ
 
The Democrats are  Jabar Shumate, R.C. Pruett, Wade Rousselot
 
The alternates are Republican David Brumbaugh and Democrat Rebecca Hamilton
 
So we have five confirmed RINOs and four Democrats sitting in judgment of any conservative
Republican that dares to speak up against Speaker Steele.  And if one of the nine regular
committee members should have to recuse themselves, we have another Democrat and a
wishy-washy Republican to take their place.  Of course should a RINO have to recuse himself,
Brumbaugh steps up and if a Democrat has to recuse, Hamilton steps up.   The Democrats are
likely to protect conservatives that find themselves being attacked by this star chamber but no
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matter what Speaker Steele has a five to four majority with the only possible risk to his agenda
being if Brumbaugh decided to flip flopp again on supporting House leadership. 
 
 This is a committee designed for one purpose, to punish political enemies, set up by one of
the worst tyrants the state of Oklahoma has ever seen.   A man with a mind even more twisted
than his body, vindictive, amoral, sociopathic to such a degree that he will disenfranchise
hundreds of thousands of voters so that he can receive a well paid position at the medical
research foundation  upon his being term limited out in June of this year.
 
This immoral monstrosity still has to pass a House floor vote so if enough people contact their
Representatives and demand that this committee be killed off then Speaker Steele will have to
find other ways to punish independent minded legislators.  And Steele already has his ways
and means of pressuring legislators.   Look for the last story In this newsletter for an appalling
example of outright lawlessness and corruption perpetrated on a legislator for speaking his
mind.
 
                                                                   .

 
 
 
 

HB 2525 Papiere, Bitte..
 

Ah, the old movies that were shown on weekends back in the sixties and seventies… Many
were war movies covering the fight against fascism during WWII.   Who hasn’t seen the classic
scene where the Nazi officials wearing jackboots and swastika approach the hero or heroine
and says in German:  “Papiere, Bitte..”     or in English,  “Papers, please”.
 
Even as a child you knew what followed the chilling words, the person was whisked off into
captivity, imprisonment, torture, followed by execution.   Sometimes it was a hapless person
caught up and the message was that anyone could be dragged off the train or street under
arrest if their papers were not in order or thought to be suspicious.  But you got the idea that if
your papers were in order you were fairly safe as long as the Nazis weren’t looking for you.
 
If Representative Steve Martin were as lenient as Nazi Germany or if Oklahoma had the
efficient and accurate record keeping skills that the Nazi regime exhibited then there would be
little concern over Martin’s HB 2525.     The bill narrowly passed out of committee last week:
 
YEAS:    8
    Cannaday          Hoskin            Ownbey            Roan             
    Cox               Martin, St.       Renegar           Tibbs       
     
    NAYS:    7
    Bennett           Hardin            Joyner            Vaughan          
    Cockroft          Jordan            Thomsen 
 
Cannaday, Hoskin, Roan, and Renegar are Democrats and we expected better from them on
this issue.   Ownbey, Cox, Martin, and Tibbs are hard core RINOs that follow House leadership
regardless of their constituent’s wishes so their votes are no surprise.   Hardin, Joyner,
Vaughan, Jordan, and Thomsen should be congratulated for joining the conservative
Republicans on the committee and voting to protect our constitutional rights.  We had emailed
the entire committee the night before the vote stating our opposition against this draconian bill
and are surprised that it passed out of committee.
 
And ask Pam Peterson and Al McCaffrey where in the hell they were for this vote.  Either one
could have stopped this bill in its tracks so both are responsible for its passage as those that
voted yes.  If they won’t show up, they shouldn’t be a representative.
 
This isn’t Representative Steve Martin’s first attempt at this addition to police state tactics.  
Martin passed HB 2331 last year and when he was asked if a woman and her children should
be just left on the side of the road at night because of lack of insurance and he said
“Absolutely yes!”
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Confiscating American citizens’ property is not something that the average American supports
and most would be outraged by Rep. Martins answer in 2011 and no doubt he still believes
that there should be no leeway for an officer during a traffic stop.  Indeed last year’s bill was
amended to allow officers some leeway, stating that they may not stop a car for lack of
insurance as the primary reason for the traffic stop so now Martin comes back with a bill that
now requires that all cops stop cars lacking insurance and impound the vehicles.  But we all
know that when police stop an illegal alien they still allow them to drive off even though they
have no drivers license or insurance.  Try that in Mexico and you will be sitting in a dungeon
waiting for your ransom to be paid.   
 
 Amend this bill so that it leaves American citizens alone and targets illegal aliens and no one
will complain but of course the State Chamber wouldn’t allow their  cheap labor source to be
inconvenienced by following our laws.
 
HB 2525 -Letting Police to pull over for auto insurance
 
 
 
The law seeks to re-invent a system already in use in the state to verify insurance during traffic
stops and accident investigations.  House leadership wants to gin up millions of dollars in ticket
revenue by using automated license plate readers.   Talk about Unlawful Search and Seizure.
Since when did Representative Martin join the Communist Party?
 
 
Apparently these idiots have never heard that computers are only as smart as the nut behind
the keyboard. The system currently in place runs through the internet, yet it repeatedly makes
mistakes.   People are constantly cited for no insurance because of a lagging or inaccurate
insurance data base and the charges are dismissed because they can verify they have
insurance. Why would we want to burden taxpayers with having to prove that the online
insurance data base is wrong if they have a valid insurance verification card in their car?
 
House leadership’s reasons become clear once we learn that the state has started a license
plate scanner program trial. Robocop light has arrived. You can read about it here:
 
Sept. 26 2011 Oklahoma Begins the License Plate Interoperability Hub Pilot | AxXiom for
Liberty. 
 
State law is clear on the subject of what is the reason for, punishment for and cause for
stopping a vehicle for failure to maintain insurance. It can be found here:
 
 OSCN Found Document:Failure to Maintain Security - Failure to Provide Proof of Security -
Penalties.
 
We don't need any little Stalin wanna be’s like Representative Martin trying to micro-manage
things that are already well under control.     Representative Steve Martin needs to be removed
from the House of Representatives, his beliefs are not those of Oklahomans and not those of
his constituents. 
 
Now that this bill has passed through the House Public Safety Committee and will make it to
the floor for a vote we all need to raise a fuss. This is a bill that will allow the use of Highway
Spy Cameras and allow the information to be ran and stored in the Oklahoma Fusion Center so
that citizens can be retroactively tracked. Talk about Big Brother is watching…  This is it.
 
Fix the states problem and I believe you’ll find that the percentage of uninsured motorist is far
less than the alleged 25% claimed by Representative Martin. It’s actually around 12%. Harsher
punishment is the corrective action needed, not an invasion of the rights of law abiding citizens.
 
At the bottom of this newsletter is a link to a list of all the Representatives and Senators.  
Please send a mass email using Bcc along with a personalized email to your state senator and
representative asking that this bill be stopped and never brought back.  
 
Here is an email list of the Public Safety Committee members that allowed this bill to survive. 
Email them and tell them in no uncertain terms that they dare not support such laws again
and had better vote against HR 2525 when it arrives on the House floor.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
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Holy Prison Escapes Batman, Someone Left the Gates

Open
 

Speaker Steele’s Soft on Crime Agenda Moves Forward
BY R.H.

Our soft on crime Speaker and his fellow RINO Republican co-hort Representative Sue Tibbs
are at it again. Rep. Tibbs has introduced HB 2377, another soft on crime bill.  Now you may
remember she co-authored, along with the Speaker, Kris Steele, the soft on crime bill that has
brought you the release of inmates from prison starting November of 2011.  We don't have to
say that this was a bad idea; a check of the Tulsa County District Attorney’s web site shows a
recidivism rate of these released criminals that is appalling.
 
The bill covers repaying any pubic reward given for the capture and prosecution of the criminal,
investigative cost borne by the OSBI, and alcohol/drug screening. These reimbursements can
be waived if a criminal can prove that they will create a hardship.  How many criminals do you
know that can’t prove that?
 
And putting everyone through an alcohol or drug assessment program?  Why?  Shouldn’t we
reserve this for Drug and Alcohol related offenses?  It would also save the tax payer, the
Department of Correction, and the State of Oklahoma some money. The bill also expands the
use of house arrest and electronic monitoring as an alternative to hard prison time.
 
The bill contains a mandate to require one or more courses of treatment, education or
rehabilitation for any conditions or behaviors or disorders which may contribute to criminal
conduct. Isn’t this nice?  They want to coddle the criminal.   Statistics prove time and again
that you can’t rehabilitate the sex offender or pedophile.  These statistics also prove that drug
and alcohol abusers will sober up when they’re ready and not a second earlier.
 
Even more ridiculous is the idea of obtaining positive behavior modeling by a trained mentor.
This is patently absurd.  Are we going to waste tax dollars on this?   If their parents couldn’t
influence their behavior through their life, what makes these people think that a short course in
positive behavior modeling is going to help?
 
For those convicted after November 1, 1989, they must comply with the Sex Offender
Registration Act and participate in a treatment program.  Where’s the jail time?  Does
Representative Tibbs believe that rape or pedophilia is a non violent act?    I suppose if you are
than darned ugly you need not worry about rape and if she was that ugly as a child I suppose
the pedophiles left her alone as well.  Perhaps that is the reason for her lack of empathy for
crime victims.
 
Against all common sense, this bill recommends that nonviolent felony offenses be punished by
community service sentencing program.  Why not sentence these people to jail?  Violent or not,
they committed a crime.   Criminals deserve punishment, not just a slap on the wrist and
placing them in a time out.
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The bill wants to punish those convicted of a DUI or DWI by drug and alcohol assessment, by
attending a victims impact program, attending drug/alcohol abuse programs, ignition interlock
devices, and electronic monitored home detention. Drunken driving is a serious crime that
deserves hard prison time after a couple of convictions and you really have to work hard to go
to prison for drunk driving as it is.  I've known people that were killed by drunk drivers,
treating drunks like a teenager is a slap in the face for their victims and those left behind.
 
For domestic abuse cases, they want to send the convicted to counseling services along with
their prison time.  Here’s a novel idea, how about tougher sentences?
 
A habitual or aggravated sex offender shall be supervised by the D. O. C. and assigned to a
global position monitoring device by the D. O. C. for the duration of the time he is registration
period on the Sex Offenders List.  Why isn’t the legislature seeking a law that would lock up
habitual offenders for life?  Not just sex offenders, but all repeat felony offenders?
 
Under this proposed law a convicted individual waiting to go to prison is placed on home
monitoring and after 2 years can be let off if they can’t find a bed for him at a penitentiary.
This is an excuse not to build more prisons.
 
In conclusion this bill is designed to turn criminals out on the streets of Oklahoma.  This bill will
raise the crime rate in the state and lower the standard of living in the state. This bill will not
protect Oklahomans from the criminal element of society and should be voted down.  It has
been referred to the Public Safety Committee, the same bunch that allowed Representative
Martin’s HB 2525 bill to pass.  Contact the entire committee and demand that this bill be
killed.  Copy and paste this into your email browser using the Bcc field and contact all of them
using one email.  While you are at it, tell them that if they voted for Martin’s HB 2525 that they
should be worried about their election and if they dare to vote for HB 2525 on the House floor
they will have a well funded opponent in the primary election.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 

 
Taking Care of the Poor or Milking Old People of Their

Life’s Savings?
Ms. D.B.

    And so it came to be that in the story from ancient Greek mythology that Perseus set out
with intentions of destroying the evil monster in disguise.  The monster's disguise and identity
thus revealed to him with the help of the gods he set out equipped in armor and with the
ability to see through all misrepresentations of meaningless nature or untruths.
 
Perseus succeeded in the mission and afterward he fled after declaring his victory but soon
realized that he had been followed by two demons of the same design.  The two other
monsters of the same makeup would require yet another battle, a victory battle that the gods
would once again assist in the removal of obstacles and enable transparencies..
 
And so it is with HB 2844, HB 2270, and HB 2846, all three will have to be tracked down and
killed one by one.  With 3 people working towards the same cause you would think they could
have come up with a more appropriate title.  These three bills are all related in the fact that
they involve the long term care facilities, nursing homes.
 
Three representatives have introduced these bills:  Cox , Ownbey,  and Jackson.  The titles are
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not only misleading but are designed except to extract money from nursing home residents. 
These bills set up a state treasury fund, yet are actually a fee, AKA a state tax.  It appears to
be a big melting pot of funds that isn’t focused on the area of law that the title refers to. 
 
It is just another state money pool and by all meaning of the word a tax.  A mandatory
monthly fee based on a percentage = tax.  In the meat of the bills it lists all the many places
that the fees could or could not end up.  It would have shown more integrity to simply call it
what it is:  a state tax on long term care (nursing homes).  To try to weave this in by hiding
behind the seniors is ugly.     
 
 Now public enemy number one for the elderly is Alzheimer’s.  This disease has brought an
entirely new category to senior citizens in the U.S., another category with entirely different
issues and needs.  They don't belong in nursing homes.  That's when the Assisted Living
facilities popped up everywhere.  Medicare won't touch them, and not having them involved 
means little regulations.  They have been taken advantage for years by outrageous cost, etc.
all because the system is obsolete. 
 
It is a sad thing to see these precious people who worked hard, paid their taxes, raised their
families, fought previous wars to protect the freedoms we have today and trusted and believed
in a system that they were promised., only to be  used , abused, and ignored and let down.
  They are viewed as a cash cow to be milked till their retirement funds are gone or their
pension checks run out.
 
This may be the first of many worm/virus to be discovered within the Governor's much
publicized budget plan. If this is all you can come up with trash it.
 
 

 
 

Scottish Law Infiltrates Oklahoma 
By R.H.

 
The social justice agenda has come up again in HB 2376. Representative Tibbs is doing her
best to see to it that the prison population is given every break they can get.   Of course the
House leadership supports these moves; they fit right in with Speaker Steele’s social justice
agenda. Now I can understand the want and desire to save money, and they say that copper
wiring was invented by two Scotsmen fighting over a found penny, but how is this going to
save money? When criminals are let out and their needs are provided by public assistance,
which is paid for with tax dollars, the only one that benefits are those that have broken the
law.
 
Like what happened with the Pam Am flight 103/Lockerbie terror bombing terrorist,  this bill
would give medical parole to inmates who are presumed to be dying, near death, or “No longer
a threat to public safety.”  This is nuts.  Who makes the call on whether or not they are no
longer a danger to the public.  Do we end up releasing someone like Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi, 
the Lockerbie, Scotland case?
 
 Compassion is one thing, Idiocy is another.  Let these criminals rot in jail in discomfort like
their victims have rotted in their graves.  
The law does states that this would not apply to person serving a sentence of life without
parole, but that’s not good enough. This bill is an insult to the law abiding Oklahomans and
should be killed in committee. Knowing that it is supported by the Speaker, it will sail through
committee to the House floor.
 
Contact the committee that is to hear this bill, once again the Public Safety Committee (are
you seeing a pattern here?) and tell them to vote no on this bill.  Don’t address all the bills in
one email, send them three separate emails, bury them in emails so that they get the idea that
Oklahomans don’t want soft on crime legislation.
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"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to Grove We Go
by Ms P.M.

 
HB 2470 authored by Representative Cox sure seems like a good ole' fashioned pork sandwich
for Grove Oklahoma.
 
As the proposed bill reads the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority must do a feasibility study for both
of these items; a four lane spur and upgrading the interchange on the Will Rogers Turnpike at
Adair.  The scalawags' will waive these feasibility studies if the OTA will begin construction on
or before October 1, 2012.  If this isn't pushing some weight around I don't know what is.
 
It's about 45 miles from Adair to Grove, but...that is going northeast up the turnpike and
southeast to Grove.  Are we going "Over the River and Through the Woods" before we get to
grandmas house?  If so, there is no mention of a very expensive bridge, which means we're in
for more rate increases once this pork-a-sorus is built.
 

 
I asked myself, "self, who gets the money for these here turnpikes?" Well it ain't Oklahoma.
Bondholders are the ones that collect the interest on the bonds loaned to build them... and the
long term cost will be triple the actual cost to build the turnpike plus all the nice, fat bond sales
fees that State Chamber members get to charge.   But there is a covenant and if the OTA ever
were to default, the bondholders can take over.  A real dumb way to operate considering these
bondholders come from all over the world.  Other states have it set up that bondholders can
sue but not take over.  Could it be that bondholders and OTA have too much power over state
transportation issues?  Why can't we get these bonds paid back and stop building turnpikes?
 Why is it these roads will forever be toll roads?  
 
Did you know that our pork butt Governor is the only person with power to reform the OTA?
Yup, she appoints the director and the board who make the decisions.
 
Rumor has it that Representative Cox was caught behind the smokehouse sharing "Little
Smokies" recipes with Lee Denney.  Mmmm, bacon wrapped pork sausages and turnpike bonds
as a side dish. 
 
 What started out as a one toll-road connecting OKC and Tulsa, has, after sixty three years
turned into a cash cow Oklahoma drivers are still paying for.  Not bad for something that is
now supposed to be free.  Oklahoma comes in second in the nation for miles of toll roads.
 
Here is the hysterical timeline to see where it all started and where we are today. Not a pretty
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picture so hop in that bathtub and repeat after me, "Calgon, take me away".
 
Representative Cox really is as dumb as a box of rocks, this bill states it is immediately
necessary for the preservation of public peace, health and safety and is an emergency. I'd hate
to know what would happen if he had to go to the bathroom.
 

 
 

Thugs in Suits Threaten
Tulsa Area Representative

 
Last month we saw the unprecedented letter sent out by Representative Gus Blackwell
demanding an investigation into the Kris Steele/Comp Source scandal.  The letter was signed by
around 16 Republican and Democrat House members.  Last week saw one of those legislators
send out a quasi retraction and an apology to Speaker Kris Steele for signing the investigation
demand letter.  Representative David Derby, Owasso, issued the quasi retraction on February
8th and it doesn’t read like a letter from a man able to speak his own mind:
 
 
From: David Derby
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 8:43 PM
To: Representatives
Subject:

Dear Members,

I would like to thank you for your time in reading this letter.  I know that we are extremely busy this time of the
year and I value your time very much.  I am writing this letter to my fellow members with a burdened heart.
 
As you know earlier this year Rep. Blackwell published a letter calling into question Speaker Steele's alleged actions
relating to Rep Christian's worker compensation claim. Although I do not agree with Rep Christian that this vehicle
accident should be covered under workman's comp, I, nevertheless, signed Rep. Blackwell's letter because of my
general concerns over releasing personal medical information under HIPPA. You all know that I am
finishing   Pharmacy school, and it has been drilled into us that HIPAA information is very important to protect, and
that colored my decision to sign the letter.  Upon reflecting on this decision, I realized that I acted impulsively. I
have thought, prayed, sought wise counsel, and re-examined this entire situation.

I do not believe the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety relating to Mike's claim, nor do I think it warrants an
investigation.   I certainly think Mike has every right to assert his claim, even if I don't agree with it. I wish him no ill
whatsoever. I just don't see anything malignant here.
I think I was wrong in signing that letter. I have apologized to Speaker who gracefully accepted.  I would like to
extend that apology to the rest of my colleagues.

Very Respectfully,

David Derby
 
Representative Derby would have us believe that a man smart enough to get elected and to
complete pharmacy school would impulsively sign a letter attacking the integrity of one of the
highest officials in the  state without having some evidence that it was the correct thing to
do.   He then asks us to believe him when he retracts his support, claiming that “I do not
believe that the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety…” without offering any explanation of
what evidence he received that changed his mind on the need for an investigation into the Kris
Steele/workers comp scandal.
 
What happened was that thugs in suits paid Representative David Derby a visit.  He was
threatened by Committee Chairmen at the direction of the Speaker that if he didn’t retract his
support for the Kris Steele/worker Comp scandal he would have all his bills killed in committee
and would be declared persona non grata by House leadership.
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Now we all know that Derby didn’t file a bill that Speaker Designate TW Shannon didn’t
approve of, they were ran by Shannon before being filed, so there was nothing wrong with
Derby’s bills.  Looks to me like some government modernization bills, a public safety bill, a
workers comp bill, misdemeanor drug court bill, a minor property valuation notice bill, a
pharmacy type bill, eliminating tax credits bill, nothing that is really controversial.
 
So the squeeze got put on Derby by Speaker Kris Steele’s henchmen who know that with the
TW Shannon Speaker position hanging by two to three votes they can have another bite at the
apple if they can peel off a few Shannon allies using threats or promises.  So Derby decides
that he needs to throw a fellow legislator Mike Christian under the buss in order to save a few
bills.
 
Derby knows better than to question Representative Christian’s right to collect on his car wreck
injuries while on legislative duty.   Derby himself collects mileage and per diem because he is
past the 50 mile limit and the House recognizes that his actual duty station for his job is in
Owasso Oklahoma, not Oklahoma City or they wouldn’t pay him for his own travel.
 
 
  However, what about those employees that don’t actually drive to an office or plant to work? 
People like salesmen, traveling craftsmen, or consultants?  Even the IRS allows car expenses
once you reach your duty station if you are a construction worker, you drive on your own dime
to the first job site or to the first location where you pick up tools or materials and then get
mileage for travel the rest of the day.
 
Derby basically caved in on his fellow conservatives rather than have difficulties getting his bills
heard.    He hasn’t been one to make a public stand and take heat for his values but he has
been in the background quietly voting our way.  He is going to have to learn that if you are in
the foxhole you have to fight or get shot, if not by the enemy then by your own officers.  You
don’t think that officers in the military carry pistols for personal protection do you?  Nope, they
carry them to shoot those that hide rather than doing their duty.
 
However in David Derby’s defense it must me mentioned that he was unaware of recent
developments in the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.  At least one legislator has reported
that Ashely Kemp, the House General Counsel, has admitted to legislators that she was
directed to attend a meeting with Bob Burk, a workers comp mediator involved in the Mike
Christian workers comp case.   She allegedly admitted that there was a tentative offer on the
table for Mike Christian but that she was ordered to request that Comp Source reject the offer. 
 
Another report fingers Speaker Kris Steele’s press secretary John Estus as the man that
provided personal and private information on Mike Christian to Nolan Clay of the Oklahoman.  
We have reported on the close association between Estus and Clay, and the fact that Estus 
himself was recently an Oklahoman reporter.
 
 
Give Representative Derby a call or email and try to put some lead in his pencil.  If you are a
constituent tell him that he should be more afraid of you and the Tea Party than of a twisted
little man that just happens to have a bad temper.   Speaker Steele can certainly have bills
killed but he can’t vote for you in the coming primary election.  Steele might have his Chamber
of Commerce cronies throw money to Derby’s opponent but he won’t get out and walk the
precincts exposing your voting record or you refusal to stand your ground.
 
david.derby@okhouse.gov       (405) 557-7377     
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CAIR and the Anti-Shariah Law Amendment 

 
Considering the surprising amount of uproar over CAIR and the recent “Understanding the
Threat to America” seminar we recently wrote about, you will no doubt remember that CAIR
was identified as an unindicted co-conspirator and Muslim Brotherhood front organization in the
U.S. vs. The Holy Land Foundation trial in a Dallas federal court. In going through the
voluminous amount of damning evidence provided to the attendees of the seminar, we ran
across another shocking document that was particularly interesting in light of the recent 10th

Circuit Court of Appeals ruling striking down the “Anti-Shariah” constitutional amendment
passed by 70 % of Oklahoma voters.
 
In case you haven’t read the 10th Circuit’s opinion, the court identified the complainant, Muneer
Awad, as a member of CAIR. Further, despite the fact that the constitutional amendment
addressed the threat of SHARIAH LAW, the court went on to say that if the law was enacted,
Awad would likely suffer condemnation by the government of his RELIGION in violation of his
constitutional rights. Take a look at another document the FBI found when they the raided the
Elbarasse home and seized the “Archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a
secret sub-basement, which we wrote about two weeks ago, and see what you think about the
Muslim Brotherhood’s true opinion of the United States Constitution.
 
Another document seized by the FBI is entitled “Phases of the World Underground Movement
Plan.” It specifies the five phases of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in North America. They
are described, together with comments about the MB’s progress in realizing each goal as
follows:
 
Phase One: Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.
 
Phase Two: Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising and utilizing
various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also succeeded in
achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of the
Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.
 
Phase Three: Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the rulers, through
utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.
 
Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government through exercising the political
pressure approach. It is aggressively implementing the above-mentioned approach.
Training on the use of weapons domestically and overseas in anticipation of zero-
hour. It has noticeable activities in this regard.
 
Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation under which all parties and Islamic
groups are united.
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. Tell
me, based upon the above document, does it sound to you that the Muslim Brotherhood gives
a rip about our Constitutional rights? Why do we allow an organization that advocates
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“Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation” by use of force to operate here in
America?
 
We’ll take a closer look at this and other documents in the weeks to come but remember, CAIR
has invited your state legislators to their Annual Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think
your elected officials should be doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how
you feel? Stay tuned here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a
neighborhood near you, compliments of CAIR.
 
By the way, what Phase do you think we are in?
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in

your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else

got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
 
 
 
  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone

from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent

being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are

tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to

clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: The Oklahoma Truth Council Exposed
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:05:54 AM

Forward this email to a friend 
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The Truth Behind the
Oklahoma Truth Council

 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has been a frequent player in Oklahoma politics but one that had
everyone guessing as to who was actually behind the blog site.  Some clues arose from who
they chose to attack, who they gently reproached, who they supported, and who they ignored. 
It turns out that there are three principles behind the website, one who still remains in the
shadows and two that have outed themselves through their actions.
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council had been a supporter of what the Sooner Tea Party was doing up
until Mike McCarville started slipping into his dotage and started lashing out at the Sooner Tea
Party.  Even then their rebukes were fairly gentle, advising the leader of the Sooner Tea Party
to take a deep breath and a vacation on one occasion.  But the clues that exposed them were
recent attacks on Mark Costello and Randy Terrell along with sideways slaps at a few
candidates for state and local offices.
 
It turns out that both have or have had connections with the notorious Neva Hill.   Neva Hill is
the former partner and current friend of Mike McCarville, and Hill is Speaker Kris Steele’s
political consultant.
 
  When a Face book page popped up for Marion Cooksey the builder of the page inadvertently
left his name on the page as the creator of the page and as Marion Cooksey is one of Neva
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 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of screen

printing, vinyl signs,

banners, offset

printing, and all of your

printing needs.  Randy

and his family have

supported the

conservative movment

for many years

 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Hill’s clients as well as one of the twisted Speaker Steele’s lieutenants, it wasn’t hard to put
two and two together.
 
More evidence arose as to the connection between the McCarville Report and the Oklahoma
Truth Council when McCarville increased his posting of OTC articles, something that few
“journalists” are willing to do as an anonymous source isn’t a good source.  The OTC also
reposted a few older attacks on Randy Terrill in response to a special circumstance that arose
in Cleveland County, involving a Neva Hill client.  The OTC also defended Mike McCarville for
shilling RINO Republican candidates and incumbents, all of which are known Neva Hill clients.
After seeing Rep Paul Wesslehoft attacked last year and seeing the latest attacks on Labor
Commissioner Mark Costello a common thread emerged.
 
And who are the dynamic duo hiding behind the Oklahoma Truth Council curtain?  None other
than former State Senator Brogdon aides Cindy Sullivan and Seth Rott.
 
Sullivan once worked for Neva Hill and continues to do side jobs for her including filling out
ethics commission reports for many of Neva Hill’s clients according to our sources.  Seth Rott
presently does work for Neva Hill including the very recent Face book page for Marion
Cooksey.  How do we know this?  Because it showed up on Seth Rott’s face book page under
recent activity.  See the screen shot below of Seth’s facebook page.  Sloppy work there Seth,
very sloppy….
 

 
Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan are said to have worked for Labor Commissioner Mark
Costello and both were allegedly fired or “let go” which allegedly  generated the motivation for
the OTC attacks on Costello.   Seth Rott had a personal relationship with Lance Cargil some
years back which explained why the attack on the OTC gently brushed on Cargil instead of
taking him on head on, indeed the OTC article focused mainly on candidates not Cargil himself.
 
Looking deeper into the clues, the attacks on Wayne Pettigrew shined some light on the
culprits.  Pettigrew was one of the few Republicans that voted for Governor Brad Henry’s
lottery years ago when Forrest Claunch lead the fight against the lottery so the attack against
Pettigrew, however much deserved, was simply some old payback coming around.
 
 Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan also used to work with or for Tim Pope and former Senator
Randy Brogdon so seeing them support State Chamber brown noses Mike McCarville and Neva
Hill is spinning some heads.  Even more confusing is a report that Terrill and Sullivan are or
were friends through their association with Tim Pope leaving one to wonder why she would
help attack a former ally and allegedly a current friend. 
 
Another tantalizing trail coming out of this story is a company named Bcreative that showed up
in a McCarville Report story and on multiple ethics commission report.  Stay tuned for a coming
story on the Bcreative company.
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

 
 
 

Pseudoephedrine?  
 I don’t think you need that…

   By Ms. P.M.       
     

There are a plethora of proposed bills surrounding the sinus decongestant pseudoephedrine. 
Yes, the druggies have invaded our nasal cavities scoring every bit of the lingering drug any
way they can. This puts us regular folks in a snotty predicament.  The rascals in the big house
have decided we need their protection because all of these bills relate to public health and
safety.
 
HB 2205 authored by Representative Vaughn limits the amount to 9 grams within any 30 day
period unless you have a prescription. Hang on, if you don't accurately provide the information
required you will be prohibited from obtaining what you need for a period of not less than 72
hours following the "failed validation".
 
 
HB 2375 authored by Representative Tibbs   This bill goes into detail for the following
information for each dispensation:
 
Recipient’s name, address, date of birth, ID number, National Drug Code of the substance
dispensed, date of the dispensation, the doctors U.S. DEA registration number, pharmacist’s
registration number, and other information as required by administrative rules.  Within 24 hours
of dispensation this information must be transmitted to the state under threat of one year in
the county jail and/or $1,000.00 fine.
 
Anyone want to bet that this information won’t go straight to the Fusion Center before it heads
to a national database or Obama Care type Health Insurance Exchange program?
 
 
HB 2546 authored by Representative Nolan clarifies procedures when pseudoephedrine is used
with other mixtures.  This bill is a basic housekeeping bill, removing existing language to clear
the way for newer, more strict language to be inserted into the law.
 
  
HB 2551 is another housekeeping bill authored by Representative McCullough adds products
containing pseudoephedrine to list and deletes pseudoephedrine products from Schedule. It
also deletes procedures for the sale of products containing pseudoephedrine.
 
HB 2819 is a shell bill, an empty bill to be filled out later on in the session.  Authored by
Representative Sean Roberts, it creates the Pseudoephedrine Act of 2012 which is likely to be a
catch all bill to tie up the different bills on this issue, or it is a backup bill in case the drug Nazis
loose a battle?
 
In Representative Tibbs bill- HB 2375, she threatens to put you in jail for one year and fine
you $1,000.00 if you don’t report your purchase.   Am I confused or is Tibbs smokin' the little
smokeys?   Aren't the powers that just tripping over themselves  to let non-violent offenders
out of jail? If I have it right they'll lock em' up for cooking meth and then let em' out.   Well,
that process should be worth a few taxpayer dollars. 
 
For most of us a trip to the doctor and a pharmacy stop for decongestant doesn't fit well into
our work schedule.  If you are like a lot of small business people, you have a catastrophic
policy so you pay your own doctor visits.  I want to thank Oklahoma legislators for making
health care more costly and difficult.  
 
For all of those in high places insisting these bills are an effort to combat the "War on Drugs", I
have an idea. We can stand in line during our lunch hour after you all have ingested all the
pseudoephedrine in the state of Oklahoma.  You all can then take turns bending over and
dispensing the meds to us as if you were Pez containers!  As always the law abiding citizens
are in the majority but we are the ones that jump through your hoops.   Will these moronic
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legislators ever tackle the real problems and leave us alone to live our lives? 
 

 

 
 

Nothing Better to do but
License Plate Bills?

 
by Ms P.M. and Ms. D.B

HB 2672 and 2674 Authored by Representative Shumate, HB 2629 Authored by Representative
McAffrey, House bill 2680  Rep. Banz

 
The Oklahoma Tax Commission already designs and issues special license plates to persons
wishing to demonstrate support, interest or membership to or for an organization, occupation,
cause or other subject. These three bills add new organizations.
 
HB 2672 adds the Historic Greenwood District to the list of special license plates which would
become available:
 
"The southern edge of the Greenwood District was platted as part of Tulsa's original town site
in 1900 and soon became known as "Little Africa." It appears Greenwood functioned as a self-
contained community of Black Americans and was mostly destroyed in the 1921 race riot. The
District was bulldozed and is now the campuses of Oklahoma State and Langston universities.”
 
Link to story
 
Upon passage of the bill anyone wishing to demonstrate support for music festivals within the
Historic Greenwood District would now have the option of doing so. As always there is money
involved and fees collected and deposited in the Music Festival's Revolving Fund.
 
HB 2674 would create a special license plate along with a revolving fund, source of funds, allow
expenditures for certain purposes; provide legislative intent; codification and an effective date
for the Booker T. Washington High School license plate.
 
And where does the money go?   5% to Education Reform Revolving Fund, 5% to Higher
Education Revolving Fund, 5% State Career Technology Fund, and 85% Teachers'
Retirement Benefit Fund.
 
Upon passage of this bill anyone wishing.....blaa...blaa...blaa... you have the picture.
 
 
HB 2629 adds a license plate to the list: "Oklahomans for the Arts".    Any person wishing to
demonstrate support for increasing public funding for the arts and art education across
Oklahoma has hit the jackpot.
 
House bill 2680  Rep. Banz would offer individuals to offer support of the Fighting Addiction
through Education Program by offering specialized license plates.  The price of the license
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would be 35.00. The amount going towards the cause would be 25.00. The remainder would
be for fees.
 
For this to be considered a topic of such great importance right now the Governor sure isn’t
putting much into it.  Does she really think selling a few car tags is going to fix this serious
issue or even illuminate it?  Of course not, but it sounds real good.
 
If she intends to take on something as serious as the drug problem in Oklahoma then she
needs to be serious. Associate it with something that holds a little more weight than a license
plate. Show some action with a lot less talking out the side of the mouth.
 
Don't get me wrong, special license plates are the rage.  Look at all the hoopties sporting fancy
rear end jewelry but in this twilight-zone era citizens are more concerned about the growth of
government and the quantity of our money being spent maintaining these expanding and
bloated departments.  It all makes me think they think we have a never ending supply of
funds.
 
I have an idea, instead of license plate bills, how about a bill renaming these Representatives
in chronological order of farm animals?   It could be an interesting and entertaining agenda
item that all of Oklahoma would enjoy.  The bill number could be something like HB B.S.  Could
it be so humorous with mass participation that we would wet ourselves from laughter? 
 
 

 
Gutting Representative Government in Oklahoma And

the People’s
Right to Know

 
 

They held the third meeting of the House Ethics Committee last Thursday where they
continued to hammer out the chains designed to prevent Representatives from speaking out
against House leadership.    Disguised as an “ethics committee” that would provide punishment
for felonious legislators the new committee is really designed to plug leaks of information that
is embarrassing to House leadership.    One political blogger, Mike McCarville of the McCarville
Report, went so far as to claim that the new ethics committee was aimed at one organization,
the Sooner Tea Party, using their new right to subpoena records and witnesses to appear in
their star chamber.  Is McCarville right or is this a product of approaching senility?  Time will
tell.
 
Looking at the committee  members that were appointed by Speaker Kris Steele one finds that
the committee is packed with Steele supporters along with a sprinkling of Democrats.  Who are
the Speaker Steele toadies:
 
Gary Banz,  Ann Coody, Danny Morgan, Dennis Casey, Todd Russ
 
The Democrats are  Jabar Shumate, R.C. Pruett, Wade Rousselot
 
The alternates are Republican David Brumbaugh and Democrat Rebecca Hamilton
 
So we have five confirmed RINOs and four Democrats sitting in judgment of any conservative
Republican that dares to speak up against Speaker Steele.  And if one of the nine regular
committee members should have to recuse themselves, we have another Democrat and a
wishy-washy Republican to take their place.  Of course should a RINO have to recuse himself,
Brumbaugh steps up and if a Democrat has to recuse, Hamilton steps up.   The Democrats are
likely to protect conservatives that find themselves being attacked by this star chamber but no
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matter what Speaker Steele has a five to four majority with the only possible risk to his agenda
being if Brumbaugh decided to flip flopp again on supporting House leadership. 
 
 This is a committee designed for one purpose, to punish political enemies, set up by one of
the worst tyrants the state of Oklahoma has ever seen.   A man with a mind even more twisted
than his body, vindictive, amoral, sociopathic to such a degree that he will disenfranchise
hundreds of thousands of voters so that he can receive a well paid position at the medical
research foundation  upon his being term limited out in June of this year.
 
This immoral monstrosity still has to pass a House floor vote so if enough people contact their
Representatives and demand that this committee be killed off then Speaker Steele will have to
find other ways to punish independent minded legislators.  And Steele already has his ways
and means of pressuring legislators.   Look for the last story In this newsletter for an appalling
example of outright lawlessness and corruption perpetrated on a legislator for speaking his
mind.
 
                                                                   .

 
 
 
 

HB 2525 Papiere, Bitte..
 

Ah, the old movies that were shown on weekends back in the sixties and seventies… Many
were war movies covering the fight against fascism during WWII.   Who hasn’t seen the classic
scene where the Nazi officials wearing jackboots and swastika approach the hero or heroine
and says in German:  “Papiere, Bitte..”     or in English,  “Papers, please”.
 
Even as a child you knew what followed the chilling words, the person was whisked off into
captivity, imprisonment, torture, followed by execution.   Sometimes it was a hapless person
caught up and the message was that anyone could be dragged off the train or street under
arrest if their papers were not in order or thought to be suspicious.  But you got the idea that if
your papers were in order you were fairly safe as long as the Nazis weren’t looking for you.
 
If Representative Steve Martin were as lenient as Nazi Germany or if Oklahoma had the
efficient and accurate record keeping skills that the Nazi regime exhibited then there would be
little concern over Martin’s HB 2525.     The bill narrowly passed out of committee last week:
 
YEAS:    8
    Cannaday          Hoskin            Ownbey            Roan             
    Cox               Martin, St.       Renegar           Tibbs       
     
    NAYS:    7
    Bennett           Hardin            Joyner            Vaughan          
    Cockroft          Jordan            Thomsen 
 
Cannaday, Hoskin, Roan, and Renegar are Democrats and we expected better from them on
this issue.   Ownbey, Cox, Martin, and Tibbs are hard core RINOs that follow House leadership
regardless of their constituent’s wishes so their votes are no surprise.   Hardin, Joyner,
Vaughan, Jordan, and Thomsen should be congratulated for joining the conservative
Republicans on the committee and voting to protect our constitutional rights.  We had emailed
the entire committee the night before the vote stating our opposition against this draconian bill
and are surprised that it passed out of committee.
 
And ask Pam Peterson and Al McCaffrey where in the hell they were for this vote.  Either one
could have stopped this bill in its tracks so both are responsible for its passage as those that
voted yes.  If they won’t show up, they shouldn’t be a representative.
 
This isn’t Representative Steve Martin’s first attempt at this addition to police state tactics.  
Martin passed HB 2331 last year and when he was asked if a woman and her children should
be just left on the side of the road at night because of lack of insurance and he said
“Absolutely yes!”
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Confiscating American citizens’ property is not something that the average American supports
and most would be outraged by Rep. Martins answer in 2011 and no doubt he still believes
that there should be no leeway for an officer during a traffic stop.  Indeed last year’s bill was
amended to allow officers some leeway, stating that they may not stop a car for lack of
insurance as the primary reason for the traffic stop so now Martin comes back with a bill that
now requires that all cops stop cars lacking insurance and impound the vehicles.  But we all
know that when police stop an illegal alien they still allow them to drive off even though they
have no drivers license or insurance.  Try that in Mexico and you will be sitting in a dungeon
waiting for your ransom to be paid.   
 
 Amend this bill so that it leaves American citizens alone and targets illegal aliens and no one
will complain but of course the State Chamber wouldn’t allow their  cheap labor source to be
inconvenienced by following our laws.
 
HB 2525 -Letting Police to pull over for auto insurance
 
 
 
The law seeks to re-invent a system already in use in the state to verify insurance during traffic
stops and accident investigations.  House leadership wants to gin up millions of dollars in ticket
revenue by using automated license plate readers.   Talk about Unlawful Search and Seizure.
Since when did Representative Martin join the Communist Party?
 
 
Apparently these idiots have never heard that computers are only as smart as the nut behind
the keyboard. The system currently in place runs through the internet, yet it repeatedly makes
mistakes.   People are constantly cited for no insurance because of a lagging or inaccurate
insurance data base and the charges are dismissed because they can verify they have
insurance. Why would we want to burden taxpayers with having to prove that the online
insurance data base is wrong if they have a valid insurance verification card in their car?
 
House leadership’s reasons become clear once we learn that the state has started a license
plate scanner program trial. Robocop light has arrived. You can read about it here:
 
Sept. 26 2011 Oklahoma Begins the License Plate Interoperability Hub Pilot | AxXiom for
Liberty. 
 
State law is clear on the subject of what is the reason for, punishment for and cause for
stopping a vehicle for failure to maintain insurance. It can be found here:
 
 OSCN Found Document:Failure to Maintain Security - Failure to Provide Proof of Security -
Penalties.
 
We don't need any little Stalin wanna be’s like Representative Martin trying to micro-manage
things that are already well under control.     Representative Steve Martin needs to be removed
from the House of Representatives, his beliefs are not those of Oklahomans and not those of
his constituents. 
 
Now that this bill has passed through the House Public Safety Committee and will make it to
the floor for a vote we all need to raise a fuss. This is a bill that will allow the use of Highway
Spy Cameras and allow the information to be ran and stored in the Oklahoma Fusion Center so
that citizens can be retroactively tracked. Talk about Big Brother is watching…  This is it.
 
Fix the states problem and I believe you’ll find that the percentage of uninsured motorist is far
less than the alleged 25% claimed by Representative Martin. It’s actually around 12%. Harsher
punishment is the corrective action needed, not an invasion of the rights of law abiding citizens.
 
At the bottom of this newsletter is a link to a list of all the Representatives and Senators.  
Please send a mass email using Bcc along with a personalized email to your state senator and
representative asking that this bill be stopped and never brought back.  
 
Here is an email list of the Public Safety Committee members that allowed this bill to survive. 
Email them and tell them in no uncertain terms that they dare not support such laws again
and had better vote against HR 2525 when it arrives on the House floor.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
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Holy Prison Escapes Batman, Someone Left the Gates

Open
 

Speaker Steele’s Soft on Crime Agenda Moves Forward
BY R.H.

Our soft on crime Speaker and his fellow RINO Republican co-hort Representative Sue Tibbs
are at it again. Rep. Tibbs has introduced HB 2377, another soft on crime bill.  Now you may
remember she co-authored, along with the Speaker, Kris Steele, the soft on crime bill that has
brought you the release of inmates from prison starting November of 2011.  We don't have to
say that this was a bad idea; a check of the Tulsa County District Attorney’s web site shows a
recidivism rate of these released criminals that is appalling.
 
The bill covers repaying any pubic reward given for the capture and prosecution of the criminal,
investigative cost borne by the OSBI, and alcohol/drug screening. These reimbursements can
be waived if a criminal can prove that they will create a hardship.  How many criminals do you
know that can’t prove that?
 
And putting everyone through an alcohol or drug assessment program?  Why?  Shouldn’t we
reserve this for Drug and Alcohol related offenses?  It would also save the tax payer, the
Department of Correction, and the State of Oklahoma some money. The bill also expands the
use of house arrest and electronic monitoring as an alternative to hard prison time.
 
The bill contains a mandate to require one or more courses of treatment, education or
rehabilitation for any conditions or behaviors or disorders which may contribute to criminal
conduct. Isn’t this nice?  They want to coddle the criminal.   Statistics prove time and again
that you can’t rehabilitate the sex offender or pedophile.  These statistics also prove that drug
and alcohol abusers will sober up when they’re ready and not a second earlier.
 
Even more ridiculous is the idea of obtaining positive behavior modeling by a trained mentor.
This is patently absurd.  Are we going to waste tax dollars on this?   If their parents couldn’t
influence their behavior through their life, what makes these people think that a short course in
positive behavior modeling is going to help?
 
For those convicted after November 1, 1989, they must comply with the Sex Offender
Registration Act and participate in a treatment program.  Where’s the jail time?  Does
Representative Tibbs believe that rape or pedophilia is a non violent act?    I suppose if you are
than darned ugly you need not worry about rape and if she was that ugly as a child I suppose
the pedophiles left her alone as well.  Perhaps that is the reason for her lack of empathy for
crime victims.
 
Against all common sense, this bill recommends that nonviolent felony offenses be punished by
community service sentencing program.  Why not sentence these people to jail?  Violent or not,
they committed a crime.   Criminals deserve punishment, not just a slap on the wrist and
placing them in a time out.
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The bill wants to punish those convicted of a DUI or DWI by drug and alcohol assessment, by
attending a victims impact program, attending drug/alcohol abuse programs, ignition interlock
devices, and electronic monitored home detention. Drunken driving is a serious crime that
deserves hard prison time after a couple of convictions and you really have to work hard to go
to prison for drunk driving as it is.  I've known people that were killed by drunk drivers,
treating drunks like a teenager is a slap in the face for their victims and those left behind.
 
For domestic abuse cases, they want to send the convicted to counseling services along with
their prison time.  Here’s a novel idea, how about tougher sentences?
 
A habitual or aggravated sex offender shall be supervised by the D. O. C. and assigned to a
global position monitoring device by the D. O. C. for the duration of the time he is registration
period on the Sex Offenders List.  Why isn’t the legislature seeking a law that would lock up
habitual offenders for life?  Not just sex offenders, but all repeat felony offenders?
 
Under this proposed law a convicted individual waiting to go to prison is placed on home
monitoring and after 2 years can be let off if they can’t find a bed for him at a penitentiary.
This is an excuse not to build more prisons.
 
In conclusion this bill is designed to turn criminals out on the streets of Oklahoma.  This bill will
raise the crime rate in the state and lower the standard of living in the state. This bill will not
protect Oklahomans from the criminal element of society and should be voted down.  It has
been referred to the Public Safety Committee, the same bunch that allowed Representative
Martin’s HB 2525 bill to pass.  Contact the entire committee and demand that this bill be
killed.  Copy and paste this into your email browser using the Bcc field and contact all of them
using one email.  While you are at it, tell them that if they voted for Martin’s HB 2525 that they
should be worried about their election and if they dare to vote for HB 2525 on the House floor
they will have a well funded opponent in the primary election.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 

 
Taking Care of the Poor or Milking Old People of Their

Life’s Savings?
Ms. D.B.

    And so it came to be that in the story from ancient Greek mythology that Perseus set out
with intentions of destroying the evil monster in disguise.  The monster's disguise and identity
thus revealed to him with the help of the gods he set out equipped in armor and with the
ability to see through all misrepresentations of meaningless nature or untruths.
 
Perseus succeeded in the mission and afterward he fled after declaring his victory but soon
realized that he had been followed by two demons of the same design.  The two other
monsters of the same makeup would require yet another battle, a victory battle that the gods
would once again assist in the removal of obstacles and enable transparencies..
 
And so it is with HB 2844, HB 2270, and HB 2846, all three will have to be tracked down and
killed one by one.  With 3 people working towards the same cause you would think they could
have come up with a more appropriate title.  These three bills are all related in the fact that
they involve the long term care facilities, nursing homes.
 
Three representatives have introduced these bills:  Cox , Ownbey,  and Jackson.  The titles are
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not only misleading but are designed except to extract money from nursing home residents. 
These bills set up a state treasury fund, yet are actually a fee, AKA a state tax.  It appears to
be a big melting pot of funds that isn’t focused on the area of law that the title refers to. 
 
It is just another state money pool and by all meaning of the word a tax.  A mandatory
monthly fee based on a percentage = tax.  In the meat of the bills it lists all the many places
that the fees could or could not end up.  It would have shown more integrity to simply call it
what it is:  a state tax on long term care (nursing homes).  To try to weave this in by hiding
behind the seniors is ugly.     
 
 Now public enemy number one for the elderly is Alzheimer’s.  This disease has brought an
entirely new category to senior citizens in the U.S., another category with entirely different
issues and needs.  They don't belong in nursing homes.  That's when the Assisted Living
facilities popped up everywhere.  Medicare won't touch them, and not having them involved 
means little regulations.  They have been taken advantage for years by outrageous cost, etc.
all because the system is obsolete. 
 
It is a sad thing to see these precious people who worked hard, paid their taxes, raised their
families, fought previous wars to protect the freedoms we have today and trusted and believed
in a system that they were promised., only to be  used , abused, and ignored and let down.
  They are viewed as a cash cow to be milked till their retirement funds are gone or their
pension checks run out.
 
This may be the first of many worm/virus to be discovered within the Governor's much
publicized budget plan. If this is all you can come up with trash it.
 
 

 
 

Scottish Law Infiltrates Oklahoma 
By R.H.

 
The social justice agenda has come up again in HB 2376. Representative Tibbs is doing her
best to see to it that the prison population is given every break they can get.   Of course the
House leadership supports these moves; they fit right in with Speaker Steele’s social justice
agenda. Now I can understand the want and desire to save money, and they say that copper
wiring was invented by two Scotsmen fighting over a found penny, but how is this going to
save money? When criminals are let out and their needs are provided by public assistance,
which is paid for with tax dollars, the only one that benefits are those that have broken the
law.
 
Like what happened with the Pam Am flight 103/Lockerbie terror bombing terrorist,  this bill
would give medical parole to inmates who are presumed to be dying, near death, or “No longer
a threat to public safety.”  This is nuts.  Who makes the call on whether or not they are no
longer a danger to the public.  Do we end up releasing someone like Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi, 
the Lockerbie, Scotland case?
 
 Compassion is one thing, Idiocy is another.  Let these criminals rot in jail in discomfort like
their victims have rotted in their graves.  
The law does states that this would not apply to person serving a sentence of life without
parole, but that’s not good enough. This bill is an insult to the law abiding Oklahomans and
should be killed in committee. Knowing that it is supported by the Speaker, it will sail through
committee to the House floor.
 
Contact the committee that is to hear this bill, once again the Public Safety Committee (are
you seeing a pattern here?) and tell them to vote no on this bill.  Don’t address all the bills in
one email, send them three separate emails, bury them in emails so that they get the idea that
Oklahomans don’t want soft on crime legislation.
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"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to Grove We Go
by Ms P.M.

 
HB 2470 authored by Representative Cox sure seems like a good ole' fashioned pork sandwich
for Grove Oklahoma.
 
As the proposed bill reads the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority must do a feasibility study for both
of these items; a four lane spur and upgrading the interchange on the Will Rogers Turnpike at
Adair.  The scalawags' will waive these feasibility studies if the OTA will begin construction on
or before October 1, 2012.  If this isn't pushing some weight around I don't know what is.
 
It's about 45 miles from Adair to Grove, but...that is going northeast up the turnpike and
southeast to Grove.  Are we going "Over the River and Through the Woods" before we get to
grandmas house?  If so, there is no mention of a very expensive bridge, which means we're in
for more rate increases once this pork-a-sorus is built.
 

 
I asked myself, "self, who gets the money for these here turnpikes?" Well it ain't Oklahoma.
Bondholders are the ones that collect the interest on the bonds loaned to build them... and the
long term cost will be triple the actual cost to build the turnpike plus all the nice, fat bond sales
fees that State Chamber members get to charge.   But there is a covenant and if the OTA ever
were to default, the bondholders can take over.  A real dumb way to operate considering these
bondholders come from all over the world.  Other states have it set up that bondholders can
sue but not take over.  Could it be that bondholders and OTA have too much power over state
transportation issues?  Why can't we get these bonds paid back and stop building turnpikes?
 Why is it these roads will forever be toll roads?  
 
Did you know that our pork butt Governor is the only person with power to reform the OTA?
Yup, she appoints the director and the board who make the decisions.
 
Rumor has it that Representative Cox was caught behind the smokehouse sharing "Little
Smokies" recipes with Lee Denney.  Mmmm, bacon wrapped pork sausages and turnpike bonds
as a side dish. 
 
 What started out as a one toll-road connecting OKC and Tulsa, has, after sixty three years
turned into a cash cow Oklahoma drivers are still paying for.  Not bad for something that is
now supposed to be free.  Oklahoma comes in second in the nation for miles of toll roads.
 
Here is the hysterical timeline to see where it all started and where we are today. Not a pretty
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picture so hop in that bathtub and repeat after me, "Calgon, take me away".
 
Representative Cox really is as dumb as a box of rocks, this bill states it is immediately
necessary for the preservation of public peace, health and safety and is an emergency. I'd hate
to know what would happen if he had to go to the bathroom.
 

 
 

Thugs in Suits Threaten
Tulsa Area Representative

 
Last month we saw the unprecedented letter sent out by Representative Gus Blackwell
demanding an investigation into the Kris Steele/Comp Source scandal.  The letter was signed by
around 16 Republican and Democrat House members.  Last week saw one of those legislators
send out a quasi retraction and an apology to Speaker Kris Steele for signing the investigation
demand letter.  Representative David Derby, Owasso, issued the quasi retraction on February
8th and it doesn’t read like a letter from a man able to speak his own mind:
 
 
From: David Derby
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 8:43 PM
To: Representatives
Subject:

Dear Members,

I would like to thank you for your time in reading this letter.  I know that we are extremely busy this time of the
year and I value your time very much.  I am writing this letter to my fellow members with a burdened heart.
 
As you know earlier this year Rep. Blackwell published a letter calling into question Speaker Steele's alleged actions
relating to Rep Christian's worker compensation claim. Although I do not agree with Rep Christian that this vehicle
accident should be covered under workman's comp, I, nevertheless, signed Rep. Blackwell's letter because of my
general concerns over releasing personal medical information under HIPPA. You all know that I am
finishing   Pharmacy school, and it has been drilled into us that HIPAA information is very important to protect, and
that colored my decision to sign the letter.  Upon reflecting on this decision, I realized that I acted impulsively. I
have thought, prayed, sought wise counsel, and re-examined this entire situation.

I do not believe the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety relating to Mike's claim, nor do I think it warrants an
investigation.   I certainly think Mike has every right to assert his claim, even if I don't agree with it. I wish him no ill
whatsoever. I just don't see anything malignant here.
I think I was wrong in signing that letter. I have apologized to Speaker who gracefully accepted.  I would like to
extend that apology to the rest of my colleagues.

Very Respectfully,

David Derby
 
Representative Derby would have us believe that a man smart enough to get elected and to
complete pharmacy school would impulsively sign a letter attacking the integrity of one of the
highest officials in the  state without having some evidence that it was the correct thing to
do.   He then asks us to believe him when he retracts his support, claiming that “I do not
believe that the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety…” without offering any explanation of
what evidence he received that changed his mind on the need for an investigation into the Kris
Steele/workers comp scandal.
 
What happened was that thugs in suits paid Representative David Derby a visit.  He was
threatened by Committee Chairmen at the direction of the Speaker that if he didn’t retract his
support for the Kris Steele/worker Comp scandal he would have all his bills killed in committee
and would be declared persona non grata by House leadership.
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Now we all know that Derby didn’t file a bill that Speaker Designate TW Shannon didn’t
approve of, they were ran by Shannon before being filed, so there was nothing wrong with
Derby’s bills.  Looks to me like some government modernization bills, a public safety bill, a
workers comp bill, misdemeanor drug court bill, a minor property valuation notice bill, a
pharmacy type bill, eliminating tax credits bill, nothing that is really controversial.
 
So the squeeze got put on Derby by Speaker Kris Steele’s henchmen who know that with the
TW Shannon Speaker position hanging by two to three votes they can have another bite at the
apple if they can peel off a few Shannon allies using threats or promises.  So Derby decides
that he needs to throw a fellow legislator Mike Christian under the buss in order to save a few
bills.
 
Derby knows better than to question Representative Christian’s right to collect on his car wreck
injuries while on legislative duty.   Derby himself collects mileage and per diem because he is
past the 50 mile limit and the House recognizes that his actual duty station for his job is in
Owasso Oklahoma, not Oklahoma City or they wouldn’t pay him for his own travel.
 
 
  However, what about those employees that don’t actually drive to an office or plant to work? 
People like salesmen, traveling craftsmen, or consultants?  Even the IRS allows car expenses
once you reach your duty station if you are a construction worker, you drive on your own dime
to the first job site or to the first location where you pick up tools or materials and then get
mileage for travel the rest of the day.
 
Derby basically caved in on his fellow conservatives rather than have difficulties getting his bills
heard.    He hasn’t been one to make a public stand and take heat for his values but he has
been in the background quietly voting our way.  He is going to have to learn that if you are in
the foxhole you have to fight or get shot, if not by the enemy then by your own officers.  You
don’t think that officers in the military carry pistols for personal protection do you?  Nope, they
carry them to shoot those that hide rather than doing their duty.
 
However in David Derby’s defense it must me mentioned that he was unaware of recent
developments in the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.  At least one legislator has reported
that Ashely Kemp, the House General Counsel, has admitted to legislators that she was
directed to attend a meeting with Bob Burk, a workers comp mediator involved in the Mike
Christian workers comp case.   She allegedly admitted that there was a tentative offer on the
table for Mike Christian but that she was ordered to request that Comp Source reject the offer. 
 
Another report fingers Speaker Kris Steele’s press secretary John Estus as the man that
provided personal and private information on Mike Christian to Nolan Clay of the Oklahoman.  
We have reported on the close association between Estus and Clay, and the fact that Estus 
himself was recently an Oklahoman reporter.
 
 
Give Representative Derby a call or email and try to put some lead in his pencil.  If you are a
constituent tell him that he should be more afraid of you and the Tea Party than of a twisted
little man that just happens to have a bad temper.   Speaker Steele can certainly have bills
killed but he can’t vote for you in the coming primary election.  Steele might have his Chamber
of Commerce cronies throw money to Derby’s opponent but he won’t get out and walk the
precincts exposing your voting record or you refusal to stand your ground.
 
david.derby@okhouse.gov       (405) 557-7377     
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CAIR and the Anti-Shariah Law Amendment 

 
Considering the surprising amount of uproar over CAIR and the recent “Understanding the
Threat to America” seminar we recently wrote about, you will no doubt remember that CAIR
was identified as an unindicted co-conspirator and Muslim Brotherhood front organization in the
U.S. vs. The Holy Land Foundation trial in a Dallas federal court. In going through the
voluminous amount of damning evidence provided to the attendees of the seminar, we ran
across another shocking document that was particularly interesting in light of the recent 10th

Circuit Court of Appeals ruling striking down the “Anti-Shariah” constitutional amendment
passed by 70 % of Oklahoma voters.
 
In case you haven’t read the 10th Circuit’s opinion, the court identified the complainant, Muneer
Awad, as a member of CAIR. Further, despite the fact that the constitutional amendment
addressed the threat of SHARIAH LAW, the court went on to say that if the law was enacted,
Awad would likely suffer condemnation by the government of his RELIGION in violation of his
constitutional rights. Take a look at another document the FBI found when they the raided the
Elbarasse home and seized the “Archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a
secret sub-basement, which we wrote about two weeks ago, and see what you think about the
Muslim Brotherhood’s true opinion of the United States Constitution.
 
Another document seized by the FBI is entitled “Phases of the World Underground Movement
Plan.” It specifies the five phases of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in North America. They
are described, together with comments about the MB’s progress in realizing each goal as
follows:
 
Phase One: Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.
 
Phase Two: Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising and utilizing
various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also succeeded in
achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of the
Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.
 
Phase Three: Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the rulers, through
utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.
 
Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government through exercising the political
pressure approach. It is aggressively implementing the above-mentioned approach.
Training on the use of weapons domestically and overseas in anticipation of zero-
hour. It has noticeable activities in this regard.
 
Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation under which all parties and Islamic
groups are united.
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. Tell
me, based upon the above document, does it sound to you that the Muslim Brotherhood gives
a rip about our Constitutional rights? Why do we allow an organization that advocates
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“Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation” by use of force to operate here in
America?
 
We’ll take a closer look at this and other documents in the weeks to come but remember, CAIR
has invited your state legislators to their Annual Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think
your elected officials should be doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how
you feel? Stay tuned here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a
neighborhood near you, compliments of CAIR.
 
By the way, what Phase do you think we are in?
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in

your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else

got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
 
 
 
  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone

from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent

being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are

tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to

clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP

40676

http://t.ymlp325.net/mhuqafaewmhagaywarajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhuyacaewmhazaywanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhesalaewmhacaywazajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mheuazaewmhazaywavajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mheeanaewmhakaywafajbju/click.php
http://ymlp325.net/ugmuyesygsgjbjuguysq
http://ymlp325.net/m/


From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: The Oklahoma Truth Council Exposed
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The Truth Behind the
Oklahoma Truth Council

 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has been a frequent player in Oklahoma politics but one that had
everyone guessing as to who was actually behind the blog site.  Some clues arose from who
they chose to attack, who they gently reproached, who they supported, and who they ignored. 
It turns out that there are three principles behind the website, one who still remains in the
shadows and two that have outed themselves through their actions.
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council had been a supporter of what the Sooner Tea Party was doing up
until Mike McCarville started slipping into his dotage and started lashing out at the Sooner Tea
Party.  Even then their rebukes were fairly gentle, advising the leader of the Sooner Tea Party
to take a deep breath and a vacation on one occasion.  But the clues that exposed them were
recent attacks on Mark Costello and Randy Terrell along with sideways slaps at a few
candidates for state and local offices.
 
It turns out that both have or have had connections with the notorious Neva Hill.   Neva Hill is
the former partner and current friend of Mike McCarville, and Hill is Speaker Kris Steele’s
political consultant.
 
  When a Face book page popped up for Marion Cooksey the builder of the page inadvertently
left his name on the page as the creator of the page and as Marion Cooksey is one of Neva
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 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of screen

printing, vinyl signs,

banners, offset

printing, and all of your

printing needs.  Randy

and his family have

supported the

conservative movment

for many years

 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Hill’s clients as well as one of the twisted Speaker Steele’s lieutenants, it wasn’t hard to put
two and two together.
 
More evidence arose as to the connection between the McCarville Report and the Oklahoma
Truth Council when McCarville increased his posting of OTC articles, something that few
“journalists” are willing to do as an anonymous source isn’t a good source.  The OTC also
reposted a few older attacks on Randy Terrill in response to a special circumstance that arose
in Cleveland County, involving a Neva Hill client.  The OTC also defended Mike McCarville for
shilling RINO Republican candidates and incumbents, all of which are known Neva Hill clients.
After seeing Rep Paul Wesslehoft attacked last year and seeing the latest attacks on Labor
Commissioner Mark Costello a common thread emerged.
 
And who are the dynamic duo hiding behind the Oklahoma Truth Council curtain?  None other
than former State Senator Brogdon aides Cindy Sullivan and Seth Rott.
 
Sullivan once worked for Neva Hill and continues to do side jobs for her including filling out
ethics commission reports for many of Neva Hill’s clients according to our sources.  Seth Rott
presently does work for Neva Hill including the very recent Face book page for Marion
Cooksey.  How do we know this?  Because it showed up on Seth Rott’s face book page under
recent activity.  See the screen shot below of Seth’s facebook page.  Sloppy work there Seth,
very sloppy….
 

 
Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan are said to have worked for Labor Commissioner Mark
Costello and both were allegedly fired or “let go” which allegedly  generated the motivation for
the OTC attacks on Costello.   Seth Rott had a personal relationship with Lance Cargil some
years back which explained why the attack on the OTC gently brushed on Cargil instead of
taking him on head on, indeed the OTC article focused mainly on candidates not Cargil himself.
 
Looking deeper into the clues, the attacks on Wayne Pettigrew shined some light on the
culprits.  Pettigrew was one of the few Republicans that voted for Governor Brad Henry’s
lottery years ago when Forrest Claunch lead the fight against the lottery so the attack against
Pettigrew, however much deserved, was simply some old payback coming around.
 
 Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan also used to work with or for Tim Pope and former Senator
Randy Brogdon so seeing them support State Chamber brown noses Mike McCarville and Neva
Hill is spinning some heads.  Even more confusing is a report that Terrill and Sullivan are or
were friends through their association with Tim Pope leaving one to wonder why she would
help attack a former ally and allegedly a current friend. 
 
Another tantalizing trail coming out of this story is a company named Bcreative that showed up
in a McCarville Report story and on multiple ethics commission report.  Stay tuned for a coming
story on the Bcreative company.
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

 
 
 

Pseudoephedrine?  
 I don’t think you need that…

   By Ms. P.M.       
     

There are a plethora of proposed bills surrounding the sinus decongestant pseudoephedrine. 
Yes, the druggies have invaded our nasal cavities scoring every bit of the lingering drug any
way they can. This puts us regular folks in a snotty predicament.  The rascals in the big house
have decided we need their protection because all of these bills relate to public health and
safety.
 
HB 2205 authored by Representative Vaughn limits the amount to 9 grams within any 30 day
period unless you have a prescription. Hang on, if you don't accurately provide the information
required you will be prohibited from obtaining what you need for a period of not less than 72
hours following the "failed validation".
 
 
HB 2375 authored by Representative Tibbs   This bill goes into detail for the following
information for each dispensation:
 
Recipient’s name, address, date of birth, ID number, National Drug Code of the substance
dispensed, date of the dispensation, the doctors U.S. DEA registration number, pharmacist’s
registration number, and other information as required by administrative rules.  Within 24 hours
of dispensation this information must be transmitted to the state under threat of one year in
the county jail and/or $1,000.00 fine.
 
Anyone want to bet that this information won’t go straight to the Fusion Center before it heads
to a national database or Obama Care type Health Insurance Exchange program?
 
 
HB 2546 authored by Representative Nolan clarifies procedures when pseudoephedrine is used
with other mixtures.  This bill is a basic housekeeping bill, removing existing language to clear
the way for newer, more strict language to be inserted into the law.
 
  
HB 2551 is another housekeeping bill authored by Representative McCullough adds products
containing pseudoephedrine to list and deletes pseudoephedrine products from Schedule. It
also deletes procedures for the sale of products containing pseudoephedrine.
 
HB 2819 is a shell bill, an empty bill to be filled out later on in the session.  Authored by
Representative Sean Roberts, it creates the Pseudoephedrine Act of 2012 which is likely to be a
catch all bill to tie up the different bills on this issue, or it is a backup bill in case the drug Nazis
loose a battle?
 
In Representative Tibbs bill- HB 2375, she threatens to put you in jail for one year and fine
you $1,000.00 if you don’t report your purchase.   Am I confused or is Tibbs smokin' the little
smokeys?   Aren't the powers that just tripping over themselves  to let non-violent offenders
out of jail? If I have it right they'll lock em' up for cooking meth and then let em' out.   Well,
that process should be worth a few taxpayer dollars. 
 
For most of us a trip to the doctor and a pharmacy stop for decongestant doesn't fit well into
our work schedule.  If you are like a lot of small business people, you have a catastrophic
policy so you pay your own doctor visits.  I want to thank Oklahoma legislators for making
health care more costly and difficult.  
 
For all of those in high places insisting these bills are an effort to combat the "War on Drugs", I
have an idea. We can stand in line during our lunch hour after you all have ingested all the
pseudoephedrine in the state of Oklahoma.  You all can then take turns bending over and
dispensing the meds to us as if you were Pez containers!  As always the law abiding citizens
are in the majority but we are the ones that jump through your hoops.   Will these moronic
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legislators ever tackle the real problems and leave us alone to live our lives? 
 

 

 
 

Nothing Better to do but
License Plate Bills?

 
by Ms P.M. and Ms. D.B

HB 2672 and 2674 Authored by Representative Shumate, HB 2629 Authored by Representative
McAffrey, House bill 2680  Rep. Banz

 
The Oklahoma Tax Commission already designs and issues special license plates to persons
wishing to demonstrate support, interest or membership to or for an organization, occupation,
cause or other subject. These three bills add new organizations.
 
HB 2672 adds the Historic Greenwood District to the list of special license plates which would
become available:
 
"The southern edge of the Greenwood District was platted as part of Tulsa's original town site
in 1900 and soon became known as "Little Africa." It appears Greenwood functioned as a self-
contained community of Black Americans and was mostly destroyed in the 1921 race riot. The
District was bulldozed and is now the campuses of Oklahoma State and Langston universities.”
 
Link to story
 
Upon passage of the bill anyone wishing to demonstrate support for music festivals within the
Historic Greenwood District would now have the option of doing so. As always there is money
involved and fees collected and deposited in the Music Festival's Revolving Fund.
 
HB 2674 would create a special license plate along with a revolving fund, source of funds, allow
expenditures for certain purposes; provide legislative intent; codification and an effective date
for the Booker T. Washington High School license plate.
 
And where does the money go?   5% to Education Reform Revolving Fund, 5% to Higher
Education Revolving Fund, 5% State Career Technology Fund, and 85% Teachers'
Retirement Benefit Fund.
 
Upon passage of this bill anyone wishing.....blaa...blaa...blaa... you have the picture.
 
 
HB 2629 adds a license plate to the list: "Oklahomans for the Arts".    Any person wishing to
demonstrate support for increasing public funding for the arts and art education across
Oklahoma has hit the jackpot.
 
House bill 2680  Rep. Banz would offer individuals to offer support of the Fighting Addiction
through Education Program by offering specialized license plates.  The price of the license

40680

http://t.ymlp325.net/mhswaxaewmhavaywatajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhsqadaewmhacaywaiajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhsyaxaewmhapaywaiajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhusaaaewmhataywapajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhuuaiaewmhafaywavajbye/click.php


would be 35.00. The amount going towards the cause would be 25.00. The remainder would
be for fees.
 
For this to be considered a topic of such great importance right now the Governor sure isn’t
putting much into it.  Does she really think selling a few car tags is going to fix this serious
issue or even illuminate it?  Of course not, but it sounds real good.
 
If she intends to take on something as serious as the drug problem in Oklahoma then she
needs to be serious. Associate it with something that holds a little more weight than a license
plate. Show some action with a lot less talking out the side of the mouth.
 
Don't get me wrong, special license plates are the rage.  Look at all the hoopties sporting fancy
rear end jewelry but in this twilight-zone era citizens are more concerned about the growth of
government and the quantity of our money being spent maintaining these expanding and
bloated departments.  It all makes me think they think we have a never ending supply of
funds.
 
I have an idea, instead of license plate bills, how about a bill renaming these Representatives
in chronological order of farm animals?   It could be an interesting and entertaining agenda
item that all of Oklahoma would enjoy.  The bill number could be something like HB B.S.  Could
it be so humorous with mass participation that we would wet ourselves from laughter? 
 
 

 
Gutting Representative Government in Oklahoma And

the People’s
Right to Know

 
 

They held the third meeting of the House Ethics Committee last Thursday where they
continued to hammer out the chains designed to prevent Representatives from speaking out
against House leadership.    Disguised as an “ethics committee” that would provide punishment
for felonious legislators the new committee is really designed to plug leaks of information that
is embarrassing to House leadership.    One political blogger, Mike McCarville of the McCarville
Report, went so far as to claim that the new ethics committee was aimed at one organization,
the Sooner Tea Party, using their new right to subpoena records and witnesses to appear in
their star chamber.  Is McCarville right or is this a product of approaching senility?  Time will
tell.
 
Looking at the committee  members that were appointed by Speaker Kris Steele one finds that
the committee is packed with Steele supporters along with a sprinkling of Democrats.  Who are
the Speaker Steele toadies:
 
Gary Banz,  Ann Coody, Danny Morgan, Dennis Casey, Todd Russ
 
The Democrats are  Jabar Shumate, R.C. Pruett, Wade Rousselot
 
The alternates are Republican David Brumbaugh and Democrat Rebecca Hamilton
 
So we have five confirmed RINOs and four Democrats sitting in judgment of any conservative
Republican that dares to speak up against Speaker Steele.  And if one of the nine regular
committee members should have to recuse themselves, we have another Democrat and a
wishy-washy Republican to take their place.  Of course should a RINO have to recuse himself,
Brumbaugh steps up and if a Democrat has to recuse, Hamilton steps up.   The Democrats are
likely to protect conservatives that find themselves being attacked by this star chamber but no
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matter what Speaker Steele has a five to four majority with the only possible risk to his agenda
being if Brumbaugh decided to flip flopp again on supporting House leadership. 
 
 This is a committee designed for one purpose, to punish political enemies, set up by one of
the worst tyrants the state of Oklahoma has ever seen.   A man with a mind even more twisted
than his body, vindictive, amoral, sociopathic to such a degree that he will disenfranchise
hundreds of thousands of voters so that he can receive a well paid position at the medical
research foundation  upon his being term limited out in June of this year.
 
This immoral monstrosity still has to pass a House floor vote so if enough people contact their
Representatives and demand that this committee be killed off then Speaker Steele will have to
find other ways to punish independent minded legislators.  And Steele already has his ways
and means of pressuring legislators.   Look for the last story In this newsletter for an appalling
example of outright lawlessness and corruption perpetrated on a legislator for speaking his
mind.
 
                                                                   .

 
 
 
 

HB 2525 Papiere, Bitte..
 

Ah, the old movies that were shown on weekends back in the sixties and seventies… Many
were war movies covering the fight against fascism during WWII.   Who hasn’t seen the classic
scene where the Nazi officials wearing jackboots and swastika approach the hero or heroine
and says in German:  “Papiere, Bitte..”     or in English,  “Papers, please”.
 
Even as a child you knew what followed the chilling words, the person was whisked off into
captivity, imprisonment, torture, followed by execution.   Sometimes it was a hapless person
caught up and the message was that anyone could be dragged off the train or street under
arrest if their papers were not in order or thought to be suspicious.  But you got the idea that if
your papers were in order you were fairly safe as long as the Nazis weren’t looking for you.
 
If Representative Steve Martin were as lenient as Nazi Germany or if Oklahoma had the
efficient and accurate record keeping skills that the Nazi regime exhibited then there would be
little concern over Martin’s HB 2525.     The bill narrowly passed out of committee last week:
 
YEAS:    8
    Cannaday          Hoskin            Ownbey            Roan             
    Cox               Martin, St.       Renegar           Tibbs       
     
    NAYS:    7
    Bennett           Hardin            Joyner            Vaughan          
    Cockroft          Jordan            Thomsen 
 
Cannaday, Hoskin, Roan, and Renegar are Democrats and we expected better from them on
this issue.   Ownbey, Cox, Martin, and Tibbs are hard core RINOs that follow House leadership
regardless of their constituent’s wishes so their votes are no surprise.   Hardin, Joyner,
Vaughan, Jordan, and Thomsen should be congratulated for joining the conservative
Republicans on the committee and voting to protect our constitutional rights.  We had emailed
the entire committee the night before the vote stating our opposition against this draconian bill
and are surprised that it passed out of committee.
 
And ask Pam Peterson and Al McCaffrey where in the hell they were for this vote.  Either one
could have stopped this bill in its tracks so both are responsible for its passage as those that
voted yes.  If they won’t show up, they shouldn’t be a representative.
 
This isn’t Representative Steve Martin’s first attempt at this addition to police state tactics.  
Martin passed HB 2331 last year and when he was asked if a woman and her children should
be just left on the side of the road at night because of lack of insurance and he said
“Absolutely yes!”
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Confiscating American citizens’ property is not something that the average American supports
and most would be outraged by Rep. Martins answer in 2011 and no doubt he still believes
that there should be no leeway for an officer during a traffic stop.  Indeed last year’s bill was
amended to allow officers some leeway, stating that they may not stop a car for lack of
insurance as the primary reason for the traffic stop so now Martin comes back with a bill that
now requires that all cops stop cars lacking insurance and impound the vehicles.  But we all
know that when police stop an illegal alien they still allow them to drive off even though they
have no drivers license or insurance.  Try that in Mexico and you will be sitting in a dungeon
waiting for your ransom to be paid.   
 
 Amend this bill so that it leaves American citizens alone and targets illegal aliens and no one
will complain but of course the State Chamber wouldn’t allow their  cheap labor source to be
inconvenienced by following our laws.
 
HB 2525 -Letting Police to pull over for auto insurance
 
 
 
The law seeks to re-invent a system already in use in the state to verify insurance during traffic
stops and accident investigations.  House leadership wants to gin up millions of dollars in ticket
revenue by using automated license plate readers.   Talk about Unlawful Search and Seizure.
Since when did Representative Martin join the Communist Party?
 
 
Apparently these idiots have never heard that computers are only as smart as the nut behind
the keyboard. The system currently in place runs through the internet, yet it repeatedly makes
mistakes.   People are constantly cited for no insurance because of a lagging or inaccurate
insurance data base and the charges are dismissed because they can verify they have
insurance. Why would we want to burden taxpayers with having to prove that the online
insurance data base is wrong if they have a valid insurance verification card in their car?
 
House leadership’s reasons become clear once we learn that the state has started a license
plate scanner program trial. Robocop light has arrived. You can read about it here:
 
Sept. 26 2011 Oklahoma Begins the License Plate Interoperability Hub Pilot | AxXiom for
Liberty. 
 
State law is clear on the subject of what is the reason for, punishment for and cause for
stopping a vehicle for failure to maintain insurance. It can be found here:
 
 OSCN Found Document:Failure to Maintain Security - Failure to Provide Proof of Security -
Penalties.
 
We don't need any little Stalin wanna be’s like Representative Martin trying to micro-manage
things that are already well under control.     Representative Steve Martin needs to be removed
from the House of Representatives, his beliefs are not those of Oklahomans and not those of
his constituents. 
 
Now that this bill has passed through the House Public Safety Committee and will make it to
the floor for a vote we all need to raise a fuss. This is a bill that will allow the use of Highway
Spy Cameras and allow the information to be ran and stored in the Oklahoma Fusion Center so
that citizens can be retroactively tracked. Talk about Big Brother is watching…  This is it.
 
Fix the states problem and I believe you’ll find that the percentage of uninsured motorist is far
less than the alleged 25% claimed by Representative Martin. It’s actually around 12%. Harsher
punishment is the corrective action needed, not an invasion of the rights of law abiding citizens.
 
At the bottom of this newsletter is a link to a list of all the Representatives and Senators.  
Please send a mass email using Bcc along with a personalized email to your state senator and
representative asking that this bill be stopped and never brought back.  
 
Here is an email list of the Public Safety Committee members that allowed this bill to survive. 
Email them and tell them in no uncertain terms that they dare not support such laws again
and had better vote against HR 2525 when it arrives on the House floor.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
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Holy Prison Escapes Batman, Someone Left the Gates

Open
 

Speaker Steele’s Soft on Crime Agenda Moves Forward
BY R.H.

Our soft on crime Speaker and his fellow RINO Republican co-hort Representative Sue Tibbs
are at it again. Rep. Tibbs has introduced HB 2377, another soft on crime bill.  Now you may
remember she co-authored, along with the Speaker, Kris Steele, the soft on crime bill that has
brought you the release of inmates from prison starting November of 2011.  We don't have to
say that this was a bad idea; a check of the Tulsa County District Attorney’s web site shows a
recidivism rate of these released criminals that is appalling.
 
The bill covers repaying any pubic reward given for the capture and prosecution of the criminal,
investigative cost borne by the OSBI, and alcohol/drug screening. These reimbursements can
be waived if a criminal can prove that they will create a hardship.  How many criminals do you
know that can’t prove that?
 
And putting everyone through an alcohol or drug assessment program?  Why?  Shouldn’t we
reserve this for Drug and Alcohol related offenses?  It would also save the tax payer, the
Department of Correction, and the State of Oklahoma some money. The bill also expands the
use of house arrest and electronic monitoring as an alternative to hard prison time.
 
The bill contains a mandate to require one or more courses of treatment, education or
rehabilitation for any conditions or behaviors or disorders which may contribute to criminal
conduct. Isn’t this nice?  They want to coddle the criminal.   Statistics prove time and again
that you can’t rehabilitate the sex offender or pedophile.  These statistics also prove that drug
and alcohol abusers will sober up when they’re ready and not a second earlier.
 
Even more ridiculous is the idea of obtaining positive behavior modeling by a trained mentor.
This is patently absurd.  Are we going to waste tax dollars on this?   If their parents couldn’t
influence their behavior through their life, what makes these people think that a short course in
positive behavior modeling is going to help?
 
For those convicted after November 1, 1989, they must comply with the Sex Offender
Registration Act and participate in a treatment program.  Where’s the jail time?  Does
Representative Tibbs believe that rape or pedophilia is a non violent act?    I suppose if you are
than darned ugly you need not worry about rape and if she was that ugly as a child I suppose
the pedophiles left her alone as well.  Perhaps that is the reason for her lack of empathy for
crime victims.
 
Against all common sense, this bill recommends that nonviolent felony offenses be punished by
community service sentencing program.  Why not sentence these people to jail?  Violent or not,
they committed a crime.   Criminals deserve punishment, not just a slap on the wrist and
placing them in a time out.
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The bill wants to punish those convicted of a DUI or DWI by drug and alcohol assessment, by
attending a victims impact program, attending drug/alcohol abuse programs, ignition interlock
devices, and electronic monitored home detention. Drunken driving is a serious crime that
deserves hard prison time after a couple of convictions and you really have to work hard to go
to prison for drunk driving as it is.  I've known people that were killed by drunk drivers,
treating drunks like a teenager is a slap in the face for their victims and those left behind.
 
For domestic abuse cases, they want to send the convicted to counseling services along with
their prison time.  Here’s a novel idea, how about tougher sentences?
 
A habitual or aggravated sex offender shall be supervised by the D. O. C. and assigned to a
global position monitoring device by the D. O. C. for the duration of the time he is registration
period on the Sex Offenders List.  Why isn’t the legislature seeking a law that would lock up
habitual offenders for life?  Not just sex offenders, but all repeat felony offenders?
 
Under this proposed law a convicted individual waiting to go to prison is placed on home
monitoring and after 2 years can be let off if they can’t find a bed for him at a penitentiary.
This is an excuse not to build more prisons.
 
In conclusion this bill is designed to turn criminals out on the streets of Oklahoma.  This bill will
raise the crime rate in the state and lower the standard of living in the state. This bill will not
protect Oklahomans from the criminal element of society and should be voted down.  It has
been referred to the Public Safety Committee, the same bunch that allowed Representative
Martin’s HB 2525 bill to pass.  Contact the entire committee and demand that this bill be
killed.  Copy and paste this into your email browser using the Bcc field and contact all of them
using one email.  While you are at it, tell them that if they voted for Martin’s HB 2525 that they
should be worried about their election and if they dare to vote for HB 2525 on the House floor
they will have a well funded opponent in the primary election.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 

 
Taking Care of the Poor or Milking Old People of Their

Life’s Savings?
Ms. D.B.

    And so it came to be that in the story from ancient Greek mythology that Perseus set out
with intentions of destroying the evil monster in disguise.  The monster's disguise and identity
thus revealed to him with the help of the gods he set out equipped in armor and with the
ability to see through all misrepresentations of meaningless nature or untruths.
 
Perseus succeeded in the mission and afterward he fled after declaring his victory but soon
realized that he had been followed by two demons of the same design.  The two other
monsters of the same makeup would require yet another battle, a victory battle that the gods
would once again assist in the removal of obstacles and enable transparencies..
 
And so it is with HB 2844, HB 2270, and HB 2846, all three will have to be tracked down and
killed one by one.  With 3 people working towards the same cause you would think they could
have come up with a more appropriate title.  These three bills are all related in the fact that
they involve the long term care facilities, nursing homes.
 
Three representatives have introduced these bills:  Cox , Ownbey,  and Jackson.  The titles are
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not only misleading but are designed except to extract money from nursing home residents. 
These bills set up a state treasury fund, yet are actually a fee, AKA a state tax.  It appears to
be a big melting pot of funds that isn’t focused on the area of law that the title refers to. 
 
It is just another state money pool and by all meaning of the word a tax.  A mandatory
monthly fee based on a percentage = tax.  In the meat of the bills it lists all the many places
that the fees could or could not end up.  It would have shown more integrity to simply call it
what it is:  a state tax on long term care (nursing homes).  To try to weave this in by hiding
behind the seniors is ugly.     
 
 Now public enemy number one for the elderly is Alzheimer’s.  This disease has brought an
entirely new category to senior citizens in the U.S., another category with entirely different
issues and needs.  They don't belong in nursing homes.  That's when the Assisted Living
facilities popped up everywhere.  Medicare won't touch them, and not having them involved 
means little regulations.  They have been taken advantage for years by outrageous cost, etc.
all because the system is obsolete. 
 
It is a sad thing to see these precious people who worked hard, paid their taxes, raised their
families, fought previous wars to protect the freedoms we have today and trusted and believed
in a system that they were promised., only to be  used , abused, and ignored and let down.
  They are viewed as a cash cow to be milked till their retirement funds are gone or their
pension checks run out.
 
This may be the first of many worm/virus to be discovered within the Governor's much
publicized budget plan. If this is all you can come up with trash it.
 
 

 
 

Scottish Law Infiltrates Oklahoma 
By R.H.

 
The social justice agenda has come up again in HB 2376. Representative Tibbs is doing her
best to see to it that the prison population is given every break they can get.   Of course the
House leadership supports these moves; they fit right in with Speaker Steele’s social justice
agenda. Now I can understand the want and desire to save money, and they say that copper
wiring was invented by two Scotsmen fighting over a found penny, but how is this going to
save money? When criminals are let out and their needs are provided by public assistance,
which is paid for with tax dollars, the only one that benefits are those that have broken the
law.
 
Like what happened with the Pam Am flight 103/Lockerbie terror bombing terrorist,  this bill
would give medical parole to inmates who are presumed to be dying, near death, or “No longer
a threat to public safety.”  This is nuts.  Who makes the call on whether or not they are no
longer a danger to the public.  Do we end up releasing someone like Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi, 
the Lockerbie, Scotland case?
 
 Compassion is one thing, Idiocy is another.  Let these criminals rot in jail in discomfort like
their victims have rotted in their graves.  
The law does states that this would not apply to person serving a sentence of life without
parole, but that’s not good enough. This bill is an insult to the law abiding Oklahomans and
should be killed in committee. Knowing that it is supported by the Speaker, it will sail through
committee to the House floor.
 
Contact the committee that is to hear this bill, once again the Public Safety Committee (are
you seeing a pattern here?) and tell them to vote no on this bill.  Don’t address all the bills in
one email, send them three separate emails, bury them in emails so that they get the idea that
Oklahomans don’t want soft on crime legislation.
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"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>,
tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov, "Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson"
<pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>,
josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin" <chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey"
<al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar" <brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>,
steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to Grove We Go
by Ms P.M.

 
HB 2470 authored by Representative Cox sure seems like a good ole' fashioned pork sandwich
for Grove Oklahoma.
 
As the proposed bill reads the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority must do a feasibility study for both
of these items; a four lane spur and upgrading the interchange on the Will Rogers Turnpike at
Adair.  The scalawags' will waive these feasibility studies if the OTA will begin construction on
or before October 1, 2012.  If this isn't pushing some weight around I don't know what is.
 
It's about 45 miles from Adair to Grove, but...that is going northeast up the turnpike and
southeast to Grove.  Are we going "Over the River and Through the Woods" before we get to
grandmas house?  If so, there is no mention of a very expensive bridge, which means we're in
for more rate increases once this pork-a-sorus is built.
 

 
I asked myself, "self, who gets the money for these here turnpikes?" Well it ain't Oklahoma.
Bondholders are the ones that collect the interest on the bonds loaned to build them... and the
long term cost will be triple the actual cost to build the turnpike plus all the nice, fat bond sales
fees that State Chamber members get to charge.   But there is a covenant and if the OTA ever
were to default, the bondholders can take over.  A real dumb way to operate considering these
bondholders come from all over the world.  Other states have it set up that bondholders can
sue but not take over.  Could it be that bondholders and OTA have too much power over state
transportation issues?  Why can't we get these bonds paid back and stop building turnpikes?
 Why is it these roads will forever be toll roads?  
 
Did you know that our pork butt Governor is the only person with power to reform the OTA?
Yup, she appoints the director and the board who make the decisions.
 
Rumor has it that Representative Cox was caught behind the smokehouse sharing "Little
Smokies" recipes with Lee Denney.  Mmmm, bacon wrapped pork sausages and turnpike bonds
as a side dish. 
 
 What started out as a one toll-road connecting OKC and Tulsa, has, after sixty three years
turned into a cash cow Oklahoma drivers are still paying for.  Not bad for something that is
now supposed to be free.  Oklahoma comes in second in the nation for miles of toll roads.
 
Here is the hysterical timeline to see where it all started and where we are today. Not a pretty

40687

http://t.ymlp325.net/mhuhakaewmhavaywazajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhuwadaewmhavaywanajbye/click.php


picture so hop in that bathtub and repeat after me, "Calgon, take me away".
 
Representative Cox really is as dumb as a box of rocks, this bill states it is immediately
necessary for the preservation of public peace, health and safety and is an emergency. I'd hate
to know what would happen if he had to go to the bathroom.
 

 
 

Thugs in Suits Threaten
Tulsa Area Representative

 
Last month we saw the unprecedented letter sent out by Representative Gus Blackwell
demanding an investigation into the Kris Steele/Comp Source scandal.  The letter was signed by
around 16 Republican and Democrat House members.  Last week saw one of those legislators
send out a quasi retraction and an apology to Speaker Kris Steele for signing the investigation
demand letter.  Representative David Derby, Owasso, issued the quasi retraction on February
8th and it doesn’t read like a letter from a man able to speak his own mind:
 
 
From: David Derby
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 8:43 PM
To: Representatives
Subject:

Dear Members,

I would like to thank you for your time in reading this letter.  I know that we are extremely busy this time of the
year and I value your time very much.  I am writing this letter to my fellow members with a burdened heart.
 
As you know earlier this year Rep. Blackwell published a letter calling into question Speaker Steele's alleged actions
relating to Rep Christian's worker compensation claim. Although I do not agree with Rep Christian that this vehicle
accident should be covered under workman's comp, I, nevertheless, signed Rep. Blackwell's letter because of my
general concerns over releasing personal medical information under HIPPA. You all know that I am
finishing   Pharmacy school, and it has been drilled into us that HIPAA information is very important to protect, and
that colored my decision to sign the letter.  Upon reflecting on this decision, I realized that I acted impulsively. I
have thought, prayed, sought wise counsel, and re-examined this entire situation.

I do not believe the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety relating to Mike's claim, nor do I think it warrants an
investigation.   I certainly think Mike has every right to assert his claim, even if I don't agree with it. I wish him no ill
whatsoever. I just don't see anything malignant here.
I think I was wrong in signing that letter. I have apologized to Speaker who gracefully accepted.  I would like to
extend that apology to the rest of my colleagues.

Very Respectfully,

David Derby
 
Representative Derby would have us believe that a man smart enough to get elected and to
complete pharmacy school would impulsively sign a letter attacking the integrity of one of the
highest officials in the  state without having some evidence that it was the correct thing to
do.   He then asks us to believe him when he retracts his support, claiming that “I do not
believe that the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety…” without offering any explanation of
what evidence he received that changed his mind on the need for an investigation into the Kris
Steele/workers comp scandal.
 
What happened was that thugs in suits paid Representative David Derby a visit.  He was
threatened by Committee Chairmen at the direction of the Speaker that if he didn’t retract his
support for the Kris Steele/worker Comp scandal he would have all his bills killed in committee
and would be declared persona non grata by House leadership.
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Now we all know that Derby didn’t file a bill that Speaker Designate TW Shannon didn’t
approve of, they were ran by Shannon before being filed, so there was nothing wrong with
Derby’s bills.  Looks to me like some government modernization bills, a public safety bill, a
workers comp bill, misdemeanor drug court bill, a minor property valuation notice bill, a
pharmacy type bill, eliminating tax credits bill, nothing that is really controversial.
 
So the squeeze got put on Derby by Speaker Kris Steele’s henchmen who know that with the
TW Shannon Speaker position hanging by two to three votes they can have another bite at the
apple if they can peel off a few Shannon allies using threats or promises.  So Derby decides
that he needs to throw a fellow legislator Mike Christian under the buss in order to save a few
bills.
 
Derby knows better than to question Representative Christian’s right to collect on his car wreck
injuries while on legislative duty.   Derby himself collects mileage and per diem because he is
past the 50 mile limit and the House recognizes that his actual duty station for his job is in
Owasso Oklahoma, not Oklahoma City or they wouldn’t pay him for his own travel.
 
 
  However, what about those employees that don’t actually drive to an office or plant to work? 
People like salesmen, traveling craftsmen, or consultants?  Even the IRS allows car expenses
once you reach your duty station if you are a construction worker, you drive on your own dime
to the first job site or to the first location where you pick up tools or materials and then get
mileage for travel the rest of the day.
 
Derby basically caved in on his fellow conservatives rather than have difficulties getting his bills
heard.    He hasn’t been one to make a public stand and take heat for his values but he has
been in the background quietly voting our way.  He is going to have to learn that if you are in
the foxhole you have to fight or get shot, if not by the enemy then by your own officers.  You
don’t think that officers in the military carry pistols for personal protection do you?  Nope, they
carry them to shoot those that hide rather than doing their duty.
 
However in David Derby’s defense it must me mentioned that he was unaware of recent
developments in the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.  At least one legislator has reported
that Ashely Kemp, the House General Counsel, has admitted to legislators that she was
directed to attend a meeting with Bob Burk, a workers comp mediator involved in the Mike
Christian workers comp case.   She allegedly admitted that there was a tentative offer on the
table for Mike Christian but that she was ordered to request that Comp Source reject the offer. 
 
Another report fingers Speaker Kris Steele’s press secretary John Estus as the man that
provided personal and private information on Mike Christian to Nolan Clay of the Oklahoman.  
We have reported on the close association between Estus and Clay, and the fact that Estus 
himself was recently an Oklahoman reporter.
 
 
Give Representative Derby a call or email and try to put some lead in his pencil.  If you are a
constituent tell him that he should be more afraid of you and the Tea Party than of a twisted
little man that just happens to have a bad temper.   Speaker Steele can certainly have bills
killed but he can’t vote for you in the coming primary election.  Steele might have his Chamber
of Commerce cronies throw money to Derby’s opponent but he won’t get out and walk the
precincts exposing your voting record or you refusal to stand your ground.
 
david.derby@okhouse.gov       (405) 557-7377     
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CAIR and the Anti-Shariah Law Amendment 

 
Considering the surprising amount of uproar over CAIR and the recent “Understanding the
Threat to America” seminar we recently wrote about, you will no doubt remember that CAIR
was identified as an unindicted co-conspirator and Muslim Brotherhood front organization in the
U.S. vs. The Holy Land Foundation trial in a Dallas federal court. In going through the
voluminous amount of damning evidence provided to the attendees of the seminar, we ran
across another shocking document that was particularly interesting in light of the recent 10th

Circuit Court of Appeals ruling striking down the “Anti-Shariah” constitutional amendment
passed by 70 % of Oklahoma voters.
 
In case you haven’t read the 10th Circuit’s opinion, the court identified the complainant, Muneer
Awad, as a member of CAIR. Further, despite the fact that the constitutional amendment
addressed the threat of SHARIAH LAW, the court went on to say that if the law was enacted,
Awad would likely suffer condemnation by the government of his RELIGION in violation of his
constitutional rights. Take a look at another document the FBI found when they the raided the
Elbarasse home and seized the “Archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a
secret sub-basement, which we wrote about two weeks ago, and see what you think about the
Muslim Brotherhood’s true opinion of the United States Constitution.
 
Another document seized by the FBI is entitled “Phases of the World Underground Movement
Plan.” It specifies the five phases of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in North America. They
are described, together with comments about the MB’s progress in realizing each goal as
follows:
 
Phase One: Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.
 
Phase Two: Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising and utilizing
various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also succeeded in
achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of the
Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.
 
Phase Three: Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the rulers, through
utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.
 
Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government through exercising the political
pressure approach. It is aggressively implementing the above-mentioned approach.
Training on the use of weapons domestically and overseas in anticipation of zero-
hour. It has noticeable activities in this regard.
 
Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation under which all parties and Islamic
groups are united.
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. Tell
me, based upon the above document, does it sound to you that the Muslim Brotherhood gives
a rip about our Constitutional rights? Why do we allow an organization that advocates
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“Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation” by use of force to operate here in
America?
 
We’ll take a closer look at this and other documents in the weeks to come but remember, CAIR
has invited your state legislators to their Annual Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think
your elected officials should be doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how
you feel? Stay tuned here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a
neighborhood near you, compliments of CAIR.
 
By the way, what Phase do you think we are in?
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in

your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else

got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
 
 
 
  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone

from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent

being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are

tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to

clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: The Oklahoma-Guardian Newspaper Nears Deployment
Date: Sunday, May 06, 2012 9:14:02 PM

Forward this email to a friend 
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The Oklahoma-Guardian Newspaper

 Nears Deployment
 

I don’t use the word “deployment” loosely.   The newspaper is a weapon; make no
mistake about it, a water cannon that will be rolled into the worst legislator’s districts,
into their own hometowns, with thousands of copies delivered to voters so that bad
politicians can no longer hide behind the darkness that results when the media refuses
to do its job.
 
Even more frightening for the bad politicians, this newspaper will be self sustaining,
supported by advertisers, and no longer will the conservative movement be limited by
depending on voters to find the voting records of liberal/progressive politicians. 
Instead of battling apathy, the information will land on the doorsteps and front lawns of
the voters, shining a spotlight that will have the RINO cockroaches scurrying for
darkness.
 
And worse for the State Chamber of Commerce, the same editions will go online, just
waiting there forever for a curious opponent or voter to turn up in a Google search.   
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customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one

Political careers will be short and brutal for those wanting to rule rather than represent
and as the information spreads, while good citizens in the districts are encouraged to
stand up and run against the weakened politicians, the bad politicians find it harder
and harder to raise local political donations.  No longer will politicians be able to
pander for votes in election years, setting up popular issues for a vote in order to
polish their carefully crafted political reputations.   We link the legislator’s votes to the
legislator’s reputation; they will live and die politically by their votes and by their refusal
to act.
 
The initial printing will go out South of Oklahoma City, spreading the word about
several good candidates and exposing the voting record of several bad incumbents.
  Advertising rates will be competitive; the newspaper will be a regular newspaper with
around 40% of the content being political and the rest general interest, local stories,
and columns.    It will be delivered to frequent voters and their neighbors.   Yes,
mainline newspaper circulation is dropping but community newspaper circulation is
increasing as the information is targeted to a particular community.
 
If you want to be a part of this, either as a donor to help get the first print runs off the
ground, as a volunteer staffer, as an advertiser, or if you want to subscribe to the
newspaper, email us at  editor@Oklahoma-Guardian.com .   Our first issue should hit
the front porches of homes in the next ten to fourteen days.
 
 
 

 

 
More on Fear and Unrest

By Ms PM
 
In a previous story I asked a lot of questions about the state of our Great Nation and
wondered if people had thought about any of them. I decided to randomly ask people
their views to hear their thoughts on the subject.
 
This one comes from Jo of Edmond:
 
"The sale of guns has been reaching record proportions in the last 3 years. That's
because of a strong feeling of fear in America. The fear we are losing our country, we
are watching before our eyes the decline of our freedoms and values our Constitution
guarantees. We are watching the take over of what feels like a parallel universe, the
inmates taking over the insane asylum, nothing seems real and normal in this United
States of America. I fear our children will become use to this abnormal existence we
now have and not know or remember how this wonderful country of ours can be, full
of expectations, equality, and the freedoms to become as much, or as little, as we
want to be.
 
The Tea party sprung from this fear and unrest, the need to finally in our comfortable
lives, to do something, anything to save that that is slowly being sucked away from us,
with an ever growing faster pace, that has finally got our attention.
We fear because we see ourselves as average, common citizens of this great land of
ours and we are watching radicals demean us, ignore us, and nobody but a few stand
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thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

up for us, and that makes the uncomfortable feelings of fear increase and we ask
ourselves "what is going on" that we should feel like this in our supposedly free
country. I think this is what the Germans, Russians, Jews, felt like on the brink of their
lost countries. I hope our complacency of the past has not made it too late for us to
save what we should have paid greater care to, this marvelously God inspired
Constitution of ours."
 
These thoughts come from Tim in Oklahoma City:
 
"What is fear? False evidence appearing real. Unfortunately with this President fear is
real. I'm Tim and I'm a legal immigrant from Canada with permanent resident status. I
jumped through all the hoops and paid all fees involved in becoming a U.S, citizen.
This was my lifetime dream to leave a socialist country and live in the greatest country
on the planet.
 
This is no longer true. The country I thought I was coming to has changed for the
worst. I have until April, 2015 to become a U.S. citizen. I am keeping my options open
and as I see it, there are only two available for me. Death at the thought of moving
back to Canada and if things continue on the same course in America...I will die.
 
This President, his crony's and his policies must be stopped. Most of his policies have
been strong armed through, illegal or just plain idiotic unless you are a lunatic "lefty."
He has enacted so much crap while still trying to get re-elected for four more years of
the same. If he gets re-elected with no fear of having to run again, it is very
frightening. The abuse, illegal activities, trashing what is left of the Constitution and the
country will be nothing more than the continued forcing of his ideology down upon us
all. Yes, my fear is real and I really hope that neither of my two options materializes."
 
I can't help but think there are a lot of folks out there laying in wait. They seem to be
getting ready and it's almost like a Steven King novel. They don't know what is coming
but the sick feeling they have, surely means it will be something they do not like or
want. The pressure seems to be building like a volcano, not if, but when it decides to
erupt. The number of Americans waking up from the fairy tail life they have had, one
by one, family by family and neighborhood by neighborhood is on the rise. I can only
ask again...What will you do? Will you take action and get involved at the local level?
Are you really ready to lose something you are not willing to live without?
 
Tick-Tock!!
 
 
 
 

Soft on Crime bill HB3052 Passes Legislature
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On a 71 to 18 vote with 12 legislators missing or excused, the Speaker Steele Soft on
Crime bill passed to the Governor’s desk for signing into law.   While the prison system
and the criminal justice system are in need of reform, one has to wonder at the
alliance between Speaker Steele and the ACLU.   Were they just giving Steele political
cover with their conditional support or were they genuinely disappointed in the final
version of the bill?
 
 
It is noteworthy that Speaker Steele was earlier pushing for immediate release of many
prisoners and this version seems to require they serve 85% of their original sentence
before time off for good behavior credits kick in so perhaps Steele’s social justice
agenda was slightly blunted.  The idea of post prison supervision is a good one though,
I’ve known and worked convicts fresh out of prison through the halfway houses and
few were equipped to handle life on their own.
 
Whatever the fallout will be from the Soft on Crime bill, we can thank the Senate for
stripping much of the more objectionable language from HB 3052.
 
 
 

Gun Bills Cause Controversy
 
We have found fault before with OK2A’s Tim Gillespie’s timid approach to advocating
gun legislation and his willingness to fall under the spell of legislators.  Tim is basically
a good man, a pastor, so he looks for the best in everyone but that can be a hindrance
when you are dealing with the snakes at the Capitol.    Another of Tim’s flaws is his
willingness to stop way short of what would be an acceptable compromise on a bill’s
language, allowing legislators to get away with submitting poor bills or standing by
while they publically push a decent bill while knowing that the good parts will get
stripped out in the Senate or in a Conference Committee where House versions and
Senate versions of the same bill are reconciled.
 
So it was no surprise when Tim sent out an email crowing about recent success and it
was no surprise that another gun group took exception to those asking activists to
support the bills.  The following text was taken from an OK2A newsletter with two
paragraphs stripped our for brevity.  Those two paragraphs didn’t impact the
controversial parts in any way.
 
Quote:
 
“Today (April 26) has been a banner day for OK2A and all Oklahoma gun owners. 
Several major 2A bills passed the House today, among them open carry.
 
With only 3 dissenting votes, SB1733 (licensed open carry) passed the House.  SB1733
is much more than just open carry, though.  It contains the elements of HB2522 that
OK2A added to it, including private property open carry and relaxing the police
notification requirement.  This bill now faces one more vote by the Senate before being
sent to the Governor.  One interesting note, four representatives that voted against
HB2522 decided to vote for SB1733: Cooksey (R), Nollan (R), Jeanie McDaniels (D),
and Williams (D).  The bill passed the House 85-3.
 
Another important bill, possibly second only to SB1760, is SB1785.  SB1785 grants
reciprocity to visitors from non-permitting states, such as Arizona.  Constitutional carry
states have not enjoyed reciprocity because they have no permit.  This bill will
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recognize the driver's license from constitutional carry states as a permit.  What makes
this such an important bill is its implications for future legislation in Oklahoma.  If our
legislature recognizes the "constitutional rights" of people from out of state to carry
why shouldn't they recognize our "constitutional right" to carry?  SB1785 passed the
House 82-4. 
 
All in all, not a bad day.  We appreciate everyone who called or emailed the
legislators.  Today's outcome is the result of much labor by many people and we should
all be pleased.”
 
End quote:
 
 
If the Oklahoma legislature has its way the Sooner State won’t see real Open Carry
reform any time soon.

That’s right.

The State Legislature has reversed course and destroyed a perfectly good
“no permission slip needed” Open Carry bill by pulling a bait-n-switch on
the Senate floor.  For over three weeks the strongest version of Open Carry waited
for a promised Senate floor vote after passing committee.  This straight forward bill
was the version everyone expected to be brought up!

It would have removed the terrible original House version that required those who wish
to open carry to meet the same background checks, training requirements, and fees
that are currently forced upon concealed weapons permit holders.  After months of
bragging about how Oklahoma was going to finally do away with the unconstitutional
Open Carry ban -- the Senate snuck through an obscure amendment offered by anti-
gun Senator Greg Treat.  They were hoping that you and I wouldn’t notice
what they actually passed had little to do with open carry at all!

But what's worse, while the Senate was putting on their show with “HB-2522”, the
House was working to send another completely separate hundred page monstrosity
“SB-1733” back to the Senate.   They did this after voting down an amendment
by Representative Mike Reynolds that would also have stricken the permit
requirement for open carry by a vote of 16-63.

You and I know weak-kneed politicians are eager to use any parliamentary trickery
they can to avoid doing what they promised us. The actions of these anti-gun
lawmakers have only confused the people they serve.  With over four dozen
separate gun-related bills introduced this year, let’s make the final vote on
these so-called “Open Carry” bills simple for the Senate to understand.

If SB-1733 becomes law in its current form, it means they think Oklahomans aren’t
good enough to exercise their Open Carry rights without a government permission
slip.  It means Oklahoma will rank with anti-gun hotbeds like New Jersey and Maryland
in denying Open Carry rights.

Worse yet, if HB-2522 becomes law in its current form, Oklahoma will continue to rank
with the likes of New York and California as one of only eight states that bans Open
Carry entirely.  The message to lawmakers is clear: SB-1733 and HB-2522
need to be killed now, and Open Carry needs to be made a part of a real
Constitutional Carry bill without delay!

But unless you take action, this back door gun-control effort will become law.  That is
why I need your help.  Call your State Senator at (405) 524-0126 or click here
to find out who your State Senator is. Tell them you expect them to ditch
HB-2522 and SB-1733 and restore the “no permission slip necessary”
version of Open Carry now.  Tell them that the sell-out on Open Carry is
unacceptable.

Then when you are done, call anti-gun Representative Steve Martin -- the
House sponsor who killed permitless open carry -- at (405) 557-7402 and
ask him why he thinks so little of the Second Amendment rights of
Oklahomans?   Demand that he get off his high horse and pass your right to
carry without any permission slip or other infringements on your Second
Amendment rights -- today!
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The games the Oklahoma Legislature is playing are unacceptable. For months now,
they have been promising real Open Carry reform -- and now they are moments away
from breaking this promise.”
 
End quote:
 
The difference is that Mr. Brown, the Executive Vice President of NAGR, the National
Association for Gun Rights, understands politics and politicians.   While Tim with OK2A
is all a-twitter, no doubt feeling a buzz running down his leg, with the politicians paying
lip service to his issue,  Mr. Brown understands that the legislature is up to the same
old tricks. 
 
NAGR, Campaign for Liberty, and Right to Work all train together at an annual
conference in Florida and the training is the best in the political industry as Right to
Work has been doing this for many, many, decades.  They know how destructive it is
for group leaders to trade the power of their groups for access to politicians, how
demoralizing it is to watch groups acting out Charlie Brown’s part in kicking the football
while Lucy yanks the ball away at the last moment.
 
A look at the voting records for the Senate bill is instructive.  The defining vote for the
purpose of separating those that truly support the Constitutional right to bear arms is
on 4/24 at  3:20 pm where Representative Reynolds ask that  the word “in” be taken
out of the sentence below:
 
6.  For lawful self-defense and self-protection or any other legitimate purpose in or on
property that is owned, leased, rented, or otherwise legally controlled by the person.
At that point, the House voted to table Reynolds’s amendment, to kill it, as Reynolds’s
change would have allowed the open carry of a weapon on one’s own property rather
than inside the property (meaning inside a home).  Sixteen legislators held the line that
day, preferring to protect the Constitution’s 2nd Amendment instead of going along
quietly while people like  Representative Steve Martin played political games.
 
Below are the names of those that cast an honorable vote that day along with their
2011 RINO scores.   Remember, the lower the number the more the politician supports
special interests and ignores the State GOP Party Platform:
 
    Bennett  75        Faught 60            Moore  70           Scott  60           
    Blackwell 65       Hamilton 80        Renegar 65         Stiles 60           
    Casey    40          Hoskin  50           Reynolds 90         Walker 40           
    Christian 90       Key     95              Roberts, S.45       Wesselhoft 90  
 
As for OK2A and Mr. Gillipsie, I’ve said almost from the beginning of my involvement in
the Tea Party movement that leaders of grassroots groups must be held accountable
for their actions as leaders of their groups.  They owe it to their members to get the
training needed to make good decisions and to develop the judgment needed to guide
their group in the fight for liberty.   And they should serve only one master, not several
so that they can act in accordance with what is best for their group not for another
group that they also represent.   As an example are those leaders that fight for gun
rights and for anti abortion issues, one has to take preference because you will have to
thump someone that is on the wrong side of one issue and the right side of another.
 
For now both bills are in the hands of the politicians to reconcile the latest changes.  
As this is an election year something might actually get passed but you can bet it won’t
be as good of a bill as what would be possible if we had a really good gun group
operating in Oklahoma.
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 Educators Make Liberal Politicians
 By R. H.

 
Mr. Spears is a retired Educator and Principal who went into politics after his career in
education was over. He ingratiated himself with membership in all the right boards and
all the right clubs in his home town of Bartlesville. This undoubtedly convinced his
constituents that he was the guy to represent them in the House of Representatives.
Unfortunately his voting record has deceived and in fact abused the trust of his
constituents.
 
Representative Sears currently sits as Chair of the Appropriations and Budget
Committee. As such it would be normal for him to have a hand in crafting the budget
for the state. In 2011, he was a major player in the budget. He crafted 22 bills for
consideration by the House. Most dealt with the budget. Of those 5 died in House
committees, 1 died on the Senate floor and 16 became law. The 16 that became law
are listed below.
 
HB 1079 Electric Usage Data Protection Act-Conservative
HB 1267 Teachers Retirement System Funding-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding-Liberal
HB 2170 General Appropriations-Liberal
HB 2171 Transportation Bonds-Liberal
HB 2172 Establishing the Native American Liaison, Eliminates the Oklahoma Indian
Affairs Commission-Liberal
HB-2173 Attorney General Medicaid Fraud Recovery Authorization-Conservative
HB 2174 Funding Supreme Court System- Neutral
HB 2176 Department of Public Safety Revolving Fund-Liberal
HB 2177 Voluntary Buy Out (Early Retirement)-Liberal
HB 2178 Physician Manpower Training Comm. Residency Revolving Fund-Liberal
HB 2180 Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics Budget-Liberal
HB 2182 Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology-Liberal
HB 2183 Department of Human Services, Appropriations and Limitations, Liberal
HB 2184 Poor Persons-Closing state administered resource centers-liberal
 
Now I know that all of this was part of the budget process, but after reading the bills
they were all slanting to the liberal side of things. I was truly surprised to find a bill
funding Obama Care that slipped by us last year. It’s been found now, and we know
how people voted. Rest assured that if you’ve made my list, our readers will soon know
too.
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After being so involved in the budget process in 2011, I was shocked to see how little
input the Chair has had on the budget process this year. In 2012 he has submitted 1
bill for consideration to the House. It is still sitting in a House committee.
 
So how did he vote on other bills that mattered to Oklahomans? We took a look at
some key questions and here is what we found.
 
HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate Bill, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-Liberal stance
HR 2171 Obama Highway Bill, voted Yea 6 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 12 times-Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times, Yea 1 time-Liberal Stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time, excused 1 time-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Nay 2 times Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 2169 Obama Care Funding, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
 
I don’t think he ever met a Liberal bill he didn’t like. His voting record proves a point. I
guess when you run unopposed for election year after year you can vote however you
want and to hell with what your constituents want. Even OCPAC ranks him as one of
the most liberal politicians in the House of Representatives. Every single Democrat is
considered more conservative than he is. That doesn’t say much for the man.
 
I visited www.votesmart.org/candidate/66441/earl-sears just to see if there was
anything interesting. In typical Liberal fashion, he refused to answer any questions on
where he stood on the issues that concern Oklahomans. I did find that he was part of
the crowd that took money from the Native American tribes, who were trying to
negotiate water issues with the state, and then turned around and wrote legislation
diminishing the states commitment to the Native American tribes. A typical liberal
move.
 
I also went to www.followthemoney.org and looked at his campaign finances. They
proved to be interesting. You might want to take a look at them.
 
I did go to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site and looked at his Schedule E
Monetary Expenditures for the Calendar year of 2010. What I found there was really
interesting.
 
Date                Expense           Beneficiary                                          Explanation    
Amount
Aug. 10, 2010  Donation         Bartlesville Comm. Foundation          Donation        
$20.00
Aug. 11, 2010  Donation         Blue Stem Foundation                         Donation        
$100.00
Aug. 14, 2010 Donation         Jesse Creek Shoot                               Donation        
$300.00
Aug. 17, 2010 Donation          ARC Group Homes                              Donation        
$75.00
Aug. 20, 2010 Donation         Ok Mozart                                           Donation        
$350.00
Aug. 30, 2010  Donation         Bartlesville Reg. United Way              Donation        
$250.00
 
I could go on, but I won’t. It’s like this for the entire year. There were thirty five (35)
additional entries like that throughout the year. Now I’m all for being charitable, but
with my money. I’m sure these groups are all grateful for the contributions, but I can’t
help but feel that they would appreciate it more if it came from his pocket and not
those of his campaign contributors. I also wonder if his campaign contributors are
aware of how he’s spending their money.
 
It doesn’t appear that Mr. Sears has any competition again this year. It’s not too late
for his constituents to have him called upon the carpet in front of the State GOP
Chairman for a dressing down about his voting record. I strongly urge that this be
done. Failing to do so, Mr. Sears, resign your position. You are a disgrace to the
Republican Party and the State of Oklahoma. RINO Republicans like you are a dime a
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dozen. They’re called Democrats. Get out. We don’t want you.
 
 
 
 

ROPO
Republican On Paper Only

 
By R. H.

 
Representative Todd Russ is not a hard man to figure out. He is a well-educated man
having obtained a B.S. in International Finance from Southwestern Oklahoma State
University. He also attended Graduate School of Banking at the University of Colorado.
His biography doesn’t indicate if he obtained an advanced degree. He also attended the
School of the Bible at Berean University. It is my belief that his trust in the leadership
and religious background of Speaker Steele has led him down the path of liberalism. It
is that trust in the Speaker that has caused Mr. Russ not to sign HB 1004.
 
Mr. Russ’s conservatism shows in what few public statements he has made. One
dealing with a bill lengthening happy hour at bars can be read here.    I feel his views
are impacted by his religious schooling. That doesn’t mean they are wrong.
 
Representative Russ is a freshman, who ran un-opposed for his seat in the House. To
my knowledge he is also un-opposed in the next election. That is not very good news
for the conservative movement in Oklahoma. A look at his legislative record will explain
why. In 2011 he submitted 11 bills for consideration to the House. Of those 6 dies in
House committees, 2 died on the House floor, 1 died in Senate committees and 2
became law. The 2 that became law are listed below.
 
HB 1688 Voiding contracts between Minors and Unions-Conservative
HB 1692 Flood Plain Management-Liberal
 
A fifty percent conservative bill ratio is not good. That alone makes him a RINO
Republican. We have enough of them already.
 
In 2012 he submitted 13 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration to the
House. Of those 12 bills are still in House committees and 1 is in a Senate committee.
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The House Joint Resolution is in a House committee. At least it doesn’t look like he’ll do
any damage to the conservative movement this year.
 
Where does he stand on issues that are important to all Oklahomans? How did he vote
on the key issues for conservatives? Let’s take a look.
 
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 4 times-liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-liberal stance
HR 2171 Obama Highway Bill, voted yea 5 times-liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, slush fund, voted Yea 9 times, Nay 3 times,
Excused 3 times- liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorem tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times, Yea 1 time-liberal stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 2 times-liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Yea 3 times Nay 2 times-liberal
stance
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Incentive Act, voted Yea 4 times-liberal
 
As you can see Mr. Russ has never met a liberal bill he didn’t like. There are actually an
even two dozen Democrats with higher conservative scores than Mr. Russ. Now what
does that tell you about the man’s politics?
 
I took the time to go to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission web site to look at his
campaign reports for the Calendar year of 2010. I didn’t expect to find much since he
ran unopposed but I did find something.
 
Date                Item                 Expenditure To                        Beneficiary      Amount
Apr. 19, 2010  Subscription    Hobart Democrat-Chief          Candidate        $30.00
Nov. 4, 2010    Annual Subscription Hobart Democrat-Chief Candidate       $30.00
 
Now the question is why is he paying the equivalent of two years’ worth of
subscriptions to his local paper in one year? The bigger question is why is he paying for
his personal subscription to his local paper out of campaign funds? A look at his
employment record would indicate that he has the financial means to pay for his own
subscription himself. After all he does sit on the board of three different banks.
 
I also paid a visit to Votesmart  to see what they might have. He had all the markings
of liberal politicians. He refused to answer any of the questions on where he stood on
the issues facing Oklahomans today. He just doesn’t want to let people know where he
stands on the issues.
 
In closing this is a man that needs to be replaced with a true conservative politician.
Mr. Russ says all the right things to get elected, then turns around and votes as a
liberal. That is the trademark of a true RINO Republican. Its politicians like him that
gives the Republican Party a bad name. It’s too late now to find a candidate to run
against him this fall, but I remind the citizens of District 55 you have the right to have
him called in front of the State GOP for a dressing down on his voting record. I would
suggest you do so.
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Rattled Legislators Review the

Revised Conservative Index
 
Last week’s release of the 2011 RINO Index, a revision of the Oklahoma
Constitution/OCPAC 2011 Conservative Index rattled a lot of legislators.  Below is a
chart of Representatives that we know looked up their individual score, defended their
score to curious constituents who reported back to the Sooner Tea Party, or were
reported by third parties to have spoken about their new score.  Of all of them, none
was more rattled that Speaker Kris Steele who took the new Index extremely seriously
from the reports we have of him forwarding the email nearly two dozen times.
 
Anyone can decide to write about the legislator in this day of self publishing but very
few can state that they are required reading for journalists, legislators, lobbyists, and
state agency heads.  Here at the Sooner Tea Party we have accomplished this with a
mixture of inside information, accurate research, and the willingness to let the chips fall
where they may.  Yeah, we can be vicious at times when it is required but always for a
good reason, defending liberty and stopping corruption.  As a result our group has
grown in influence and few if any groups could claim the power we have to educate,
motivate, and modify the voting behaviors of the political class in Oklahoma.
 
Take a look at this list and reflect that this is just the ones that we know took the time
to read the 2011 RINO Index.   And reflect upon the unorthodox time that we release
our newsletter, after ten P.M. on  a Sunday night, a time guaranteed to cause low
readership yet we have dozens of State Senators, State Representatives, journalists,
lobbyists, and state agency heads staying up into the wee hours of the morning to read
what we publish.  Some wait up with a smile on their face, knowing that we are
plowing the road for them to enact good legislation, others sit up with stomachs
twisted in knots in anxiety and anticipation, waiting to find out if we have published
anything negative about them in that issue.
 
And it is to those of the latter category that should worry.   We know who you are.  
We are watching your every vote.   And eventually, we will be coming for you.   Now,
have a good night…
 

Name
  
District

    
Party

  
2011
score

   
Looked Name

   
District

    
Party

   
2011
score Looked

Don Armes 63R 30yes Skye McNiel 29R 10yes
Gary Banz 101R 30 Jerry McPeak 13D 65yes
John Bennett 2R 75yes Lewis Moore 96R 70yes
Lisa Billy 42R 30yes Danny Morgan 32D 50

Gus Blackwell 61R 65
Richard
Morrissette 92D 65

Mike Brown 4D 45yes Glen Mulready 68R 40
David
Brumbaugh 76R 80yes Jason Murphey 31R 90
Ed Cannaday 15D 50 Jason Nelson 87R 40yes
Dennis Casey 35R 40yes Tom Newell 28R 65yes
Mike Christian 93R 90yes Jadine Nollan 66R 20
Josh Cockroft 27R 70yes Chalres Ortega 52R 35
Donny Condit 18D 70yes Leslie Osborn 47R 40yes
Ann Coody 64R 30 Pat Ownbey 48R 20
Marian
Cooksey 39R 30yes Ron Peters 70R 30yes
Doug Cox 5R 30 Pam Peterson 67R 30

David Dank 85R 35yes
Anastasia
Pittman 99d 45

Lee Denney 33R 20yes Eric Proctor 77D 70yes
David Derby 74R 90yes R. C. Pruett 19D 50yes
Dale Dewitt 38R 25 Marty Quinn 9r 40yes
Joe Dorman 65D 65 Brian Renegar 17d 65
John Enns 41R 35 Mike Reynolds 91R 90yes
Rusty Farley 40X Phil Richardson 56R 30yes
George
Faught 14R 60yes Mike Ritze 80R 90
William
Fourkiller 86D 60 Paul Roan 20D 30
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 Larry Glen 7D 70yes Dustin Roberts 21R 30yes
Randy Grau 81R 50 Sean Roberts 36R 45yes

Elsie Hall 100R 30yes
Wade
Rousselot 12D 70

Rebecca
Hamilton 89D 80 Todd Russ 55R 45
Tommy
Hardin 49R 10yes Mike Sanders 59R 40yes
Jeffrey
Hickman 58R 30yes Colby Schwartz 43R 50yes
Wes Hilliard 22D 75 Senca Scott 72D 60
Corey Holland 51R 50yes Earl Sears 11R 20yes
Chuck
Hoskins 6D 50yes T W Shannon 62R 40yes
Scott Inman 94D 70yes Mike Shelton 97D 55yes
Mike Jackson 40R 30yes Ben Sherrer 8D 35yes
Dennis
Johnson 50R 40yes

Jerry
Shoemake 16D 50

Fred Jordon 69R 40yes Jabar Shumate 73D 60yes
Charley
Joyner 95R 20 Kris Steel 26R 20yes
Sally Kern 84R 90yes Aaron Stiles 25R 60
Charles Key 90R 95yes Dan Sullivan R 30X
Dan Kirby 75R 55yes Randy Terrill 53R 95
Steve
Kouplen 24D 65 Todd Thomsen 25R 40yes
Guy
Liebmann 82R 20yes Sue Tibbs R 30X
James
Lockhart 3D 65

John
Trebilcock 98R 65

Martin Scott 46R 40yes Steve Vaughn 37R 60
Martin Steve 10R 10yes Emily Virgin 44D 40yes
Al McAffrey D 35X Purcy Walker 60D 40
Mark
McCullough 30R 45yes

Weldon
Watson 79R 20yes

Jeanie
McDaniel 78D 40

Paul
Wesselhoft 54R 90yes

Randy
McDaniel 83R 50 Cory Williams 34D 60

10 Harold Wright 57R 30
 
 
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to
find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our
forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being
accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned
money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean up
Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
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You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org
and use the Paypal donation button.
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The Oklahoma-Guardian Newspaper

 Nears Deployment
 

I don’t use the word “deployment” loosely.   The newspaper is a weapon; make no
mistake about it, a water cannon that will be rolled into the worst legislator’s districts,
into their own hometowns, with thousands of copies delivered to voters so that bad
politicians can no longer hide behind the darkness that results when the media refuses
to do its job.
 
Even more frightening for the bad politicians, this newspaper will be self sustaining,
supported by advertisers, and no longer will the conservative movement be limited by
depending on voters to find the voting records of liberal/progressive politicians. 
Instead of battling apathy, the information will land on the doorsteps and front lawns of
the voters, shining a spotlight that will have the RINO cockroaches scurrying for
darkness.
 
And worse for the State Chamber of Commerce, the same editions will go online, just
waiting there forever for a curious opponent or voter to turn up in a Google search.   
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customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one

Political careers will be short and brutal for those wanting to rule rather than represent
and as the information spreads, while good citizens in the districts are encouraged to
stand up and run against the weakened politicians, the bad politicians find it harder
and harder to raise local political donations.  No longer will politicians be able to
pander for votes in election years, setting up popular issues for a vote in order to
polish their carefully crafted political reputations.   We link the legislator’s votes to the
legislator’s reputation; they will live and die politically by their votes and by their refusal
to act.
 
The initial printing will go out South of Oklahoma City, spreading the word about
several good candidates and exposing the voting record of several bad incumbents.
  Advertising rates will be competitive; the newspaper will be a regular newspaper with
around 40% of the content being political and the rest general interest, local stories,
and columns.    It will be delivered to frequent voters and their neighbors.   Yes,
mainline newspaper circulation is dropping but community newspaper circulation is
increasing as the information is targeted to a particular community.
 
If you want to be a part of this, either as a donor to help get the first print runs off the
ground, as a volunteer staffer, as an advertiser, or if you want to subscribe to the
newspaper, email us at  editor@Oklahoma-Guardian.com .   Our first issue should hit
the front porches of homes in the next ten to fourteen days.
 
 
 

 

 
More on Fear and Unrest

By Ms PM
 
In a previous story I asked a lot of questions about the state of our Great Nation and
wondered if people had thought about any of them. I decided to randomly ask people
their views to hear their thoughts on the subject.
 
This one comes from Jo of Edmond:
 
"The sale of guns has been reaching record proportions in the last 3 years. That's
because of a strong feeling of fear in America. The fear we are losing our country, we
are watching before our eyes the decline of our freedoms and values our Constitution
guarantees. We are watching the take over of what feels like a parallel universe, the
inmates taking over the insane asylum, nothing seems real and normal in this United
States of America. I fear our children will become use to this abnormal existence we
now have and not know or remember how this wonderful country of ours can be, full
of expectations, equality, and the freedoms to become as much, or as little, as we
want to be.
 
The Tea party sprung from this fear and unrest, the need to finally in our comfortable
lives, to do something, anything to save that that is slowly being sucked away from us,
with an ever growing faster pace, that has finally got our attention.
We fear because we see ourselves as average, common citizens of this great land of
ours and we are watching radicals demean us, ignore us, and nobody but a few stand
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thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

up for us, and that makes the uncomfortable feelings of fear increase and we ask
ourselves "what is going on" that we should feel like this in our supposedly free
country. I think this is what the Germans, Russians, Jews, felt like on the brink of their
lost countries. I hope our complacency of the past has not made it too late for us to
save what we should have paid greater care to, this marvelously God inspired
Constitution of ours."
 
These thoughts come from Tim in Oklahoma City:
 
"What is fear? False evidence appearing real. Unfortunately with this President fear is
real. I'm Tim and I'm a legal immigrant from Canada with permanent resident status. I
jumped through all the hoops and paid all fees involved in becoming a U.S, citizen.
This was my lifetime dream to leave a socialist country and live in the greatest country
on the planet.
 
This is no longer true. The country I thought I was coming to has changed for the
worst. I have until April, 2015 to become a U.S. citizen. I am keeping my options open
and as I see it, there are only two available for me. Death at the thought of moving
back to Canada and if things continue on the same course in America...I will die.
 
This President, his crony's and his policies must be stopped. Most of his policies have
been strong armed through, illegal or just plain idiotic unless you are a lunatic "lefty."
He has enacted so much crap while still trying to get re-elected for four more years of
the same. If he gets re-elected with no fear of having to run again, it is very
frightening. The abuse, illegal activities, trashing what is left of the Constitution and the
country will be nothing more than the continued forcing of his ideology down upon us
all. Yes, my fear is real and I really hope that neither of my two options materializes."
 
I can't help but think there are a lot of folks out there laying in wait. They seem to be
getting ready and it's almost like a Steven King novel. They don't know what is coming
but the sick feeling they have, surely means it will be something they do not like or
want. The pressure seems to be building like a volcano, not if, but when it decides to
erupt. The number of Americans waking up from the fairy tail life they have had, one
by one, family by family and neighborhood by neighborhood is on the rise. I can only
ask again...What will you do? Will you take action and get involved at the local level?
Are you really ready to lose something you are not willing to live without?
 
Tick-Tock!!
 
 
 
 

Soft on Crime bill HB3052 Passes Legislature
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On a 71 to 18 vote with 12 legislators missing or excused, the Speaker Steele Soft on
Crime bill passed to the Governor’s desk for signing into law.   While the prison system
and the criminal justice system are in need of reform, one has to wonder at the
alliance between Speaker Steele and the ACLU.   Were they just giving Steele political
cover with their conditional support or were they genuinely disappointed in the final
version of the bill?
 
 
It is noteworthy that Speaker Steele was earlier pushing for immediate release of many
prisoners and this version seems to require they serve 85% of their original sentence
before time off for good behavior credits kick in so perhaps Steele’s social justice
agenda was slightly blunted.  The idea of post prison supervision is a good one though,
I’ve known and worked convicts fresh out of prison through the halfway houses and
few were equipped to handle life on their own.
 
Whatever the fallout will be from the Soft on Crime bill, we can thank the Senate for
stripping much of the more objectionable language from HB 3052.
 
 
 

Gun Bills Cause Controversy
 
We have found fault before with OK2A’s Tim Gillespie’s timid approach to advocating
gun legislation and his willingness to fall under the spell of legislators.  Tim is basically
a good man, a pastor, so he looks for the best in everyone but that can be a hindrance
when you are dealing with the snakes at the Capitol.    Another of Tim’s flaws is his
willingness to stop way short of what would be an acceptable compromise on a bill’s
language, allowing legislators to get away with submitting poor bills or standing by
while they publically push a decent bill while knowing that the good parts will get
stripped out in the Senate or in a Conference Committee where House versions and
Senate versions of the same bill are reconciled.
 
So it was no surprise when Tim sent out an email crowing about recent success and it
was no surprise that another gun group took exception to those asking activists to
support the bills.  The following text was taken from an OK2A newsletter with two
paragraphs stripped our for brevity.  Those two paragraphs didn’t impact the
controversial parts in any way.
 
Quote:
 
“Today (April 26) has been a banner day for OK2A and all Oklahoma gun owners. 
Several major 2A bills passed the House today, among them open carry.
 
With only 3 dissenting votes, SB1733 (licensed open carry) passed the House.  SB1733
is much more than just open carry, though.  It contains the elements of HB2522 that
OK2A added to it, including private property open carry and relaxing the police
notification requirement.  This bill now faces one more vote by the Senate before being
sent to the Governor.  One interesting note, four representatives that voted against
HB2522 decided to vote for SB1733: Cooksey (R), Nollan (R), Jeanie McDaniels (D),
and Williams (D).  The bill passed the House 85-3.
 
Another important bill, possibly second only to SB1760, is SB1785.  SB1785 grants
reciprocity to visitors from non-permitting states, such as Arizona.  Constitutional carry
states have not enjoyed reciprocity because they have no permit.  This bill will
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recognize the driver's license from constitutional carry states as a permit.  What makes
this such an important bill is its implications for future legislation in Oklahoma.  If our
legislature recognizes the "constitutional rights" of people from out of state to carry
why shouldn't they recognize our "constitutional right" to carry?  SB1785 passed the
House 82-4. 
 
All in all, not a bad day.  We appreciate everyone who called or emailed the
legislators.  Today's outcome is the result of much labor by many people and we should
all be pleased.”
 
End quote:
 
 
If the Oklahoma legislature has its way the Sooner State won’t see real Open Carry
reform any time soon.

That’s right.

The State Legislature has reversed course and destroyed a perfectly good
“no permission slip needed” Open Carry bill by pulling a bait-n-switch on
the Senate floor.  For over three weeks the strongest version of Open Carry waited
for a promised Senate floor vote after passing committee.  This straight forward bill
was the version everyone expected to be brought up!

It would have removed the terrible original House version that required those who wish
to open carry to meet the same background checks, training requirements, and fees
that are currently forced upon concealed weapons permit holders.  After months of
bragging about how Oklahoma was going to finally do away with the unconstitutional
Open Carry ban -- the Senate snuck through an obscure amendment offered by anti-
gun Senator Greg Treat.  They were hoping that you and I wouldn’t notice
what they actually passed had little to do with open carry at all!

But what's worse, while the Senate was putting on their show with “HB-2522”, the
House was working to send another completely separate hundred page monstrosity
“SB-1733” back to the Senate.   They did this after voting down an amendment
by Representative Mike Reynolds that would also have stricken the permit
requirement for open carry by a vote of 16-63.

You and I know weak-kneed politicians are eager to use any parliamentary trickery
they can to avoid doing what they promised us. The actions of these anti-gun
lawmakers have only confused the people they serve.  With over four dozen
separate gun-related bills introduced this year, let’s make the final vote on
these so-called “Open Carry” bills simple for the Senate to understand.

If SB-1733 becomes law in its current form, it means they think Oklahomans aren’t
good enough to exercise their Open Carry rights without a government permission
slip.  It means Oklahoma will rank with anti-gun hotbeds like New Jersey and Maryland
in denying Open Carry rights.

Worse yet, if HB-2522 becomes law in its current form, Oklahoma will continue to rank
with the likes of New York and California as one of only eight states that bans Open
Carry entirely.  The message to lawmakers is clear: SB-1733 and HB-2522
need to be killed now, and Open Carry needs to be made a part of a real
Constitutional Carry bill without delay!

But unless you take action, this back door gun-control effort will become law.  That is
why I need your help.  Call your State Senator at (405) 524-0126 or click here
to find out who your State Senator is. Tell them you expect them to ditch
HB-2522 and SB-1733 and restore the “no permission slip necessary”
version of Open Carry now.  Tell them that the sell-out on Open Carry is
unacceptable.

Then when you are done, call anti-gun Representative Steve Martin -- the
House sponsor who killed permitless open carry -- at (405) 557-7402 and
ask him why he thinks so little of the Second Amendment rights of
Oklahomans?   Demand that he get off his high horse and pass your right to
carry without any permission slip or other infringements on your Second
Amendment rights -- today!
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The games the Oklahoma Legislature is playing are unacceptable. For months now,
they have been promising real Open Carry reform -- and now they are moments away
from breaking this promise.”
 
End quote:
 
The difference is that Mr. Brown, the Executive Vice President of NAGR, the National
Association for Gun Rights, understands politics and politicians.   While Tim with OK2A
is all a-twitter, no doubt feeling a buzz running down his leg, with the politicians paying
lip service to his issue,  Mr. Brown understands that the legislature is up to the same
old tricks. 
 
NAGR, Campaign for Liberty, and Right to Work all train together at an annual
conference in Florida and the training is the best in the political industry as Right to
Work has been doing this for many, many, decades.  They know how destructive it is
for group leaders to trade the power of their groups for access to politicians, how
demoralizing it is to watch groups acting out Charlie Brown’s part in kicking the football
while Lucy yanks the ball away at the last moment.
 
A look at the voting records for the Senate bill is instructive.  The defining vote for the
purpose of separating those that truly support the Constitutional right to bear arms is
on 4/24 at  3:20 pm where Representative Reynolds ask that  the word “in” be taken
out of the sentence below:
 
6.  For lawful self-defense and self-protection or any other legitimate purpose in or on
property that is owned, leased, rented, or otherwise legally controlled by the person.
At that point, the House voted to table Reynolds’s amendment, to kill it, as Reynolds’s
change would have allowed the open carry of a weapon on one’s own property rather
than inside the property (meaning inside a home).  Sixteen legislators held the line that
day, preferring to protect the Constitution’s 2nd Amendment instead of going along
quietly while people like  Representative Steve Martin played political games.
 
Below are the names of those that cast an honorable vote that day along with their
2011 RINO scores.   Remember, the lower the number the more the politician supports
special interests and ignores the State GOP Party Platform:
 
    Bennett  75        Faught 60            Moore  70           Scott  60           
    Blackwell 65       Hamilton 80        Renegar 65         Stiles 60           
    Casey    40          Hoskin  50           Reynolds 90         Walker 40           
    Christian 90       Key     95              Roberts, S.45       Wesselhoft 90  
 
As for OK2A and Mr. Gillipsie, I’ve said almost from the beginning of my involvement in
the Tea Party movement that leaders of grassroots groups must be held accountable
for their actions as leaders of their groups.  They owe it to their members to get the
training needed to make good decisions and to develop the judgment needed to guide
their group in the fight for liberty.   And they should serve only one master, not several
so that they can act in accordance with what is best for their group not for another
group that they also represent.   As an example are those leaders that fight for gun
rights and for anti abortion issues, one has to take preference because you will have to
thump someone that is on the wrong side of one issue and the right side of another.
 
For now both bills are in the hands of the politicians to reconcile the latest changes.  
As this is an election year something might actually get passed but you can bet it won’t
be as good of a bill as what would be possible if we had a really good gun group
operating in Oklahoma.
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 Educators Make Liberal Politicians
 By R. H.

 
Mr. Spears is a retired Educator and Principal who went into politics after his career in
education was over. He ingratiated himself with membership in all the right boards and
all the right clubs in his home town of Bartlesville. This undoubtedly convinced his
constituents that he was the guy to represent them in the House of Representatives.
Unfortunately his voting record has deceived and in fact abused the trust of his
constituents.
 
Representative Sears currently sits as Chair of the Appropriations and Budget
Committee. As such it would be normal for him to have a hand in crafting the budget
for the state. In 2011, he was a major player in the budget. He crafted 22 bills for
consideration by the House. Most dealt with the budget. Of those 5 died in House
committees, 1 died on the Senate floor and 16 became law. The 16 that became law
are listed below.
 
HB 1079 Electric Usage Data Protection Act-Conservative
HB 1267 Teachers Retirement System Funding-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding-Liberal
HB 2170 General Appropriations-Liberal
HB 2171 Transportation Bonds-Liberal
HB 2172 Establishing the Native American Liaison, Eliminates the Oklahoma Indian
Affairs Commission-Liberal
HB-2173 Attorney General Medicaid Fraud Recovery Authorization-Conservative
HB 2174 Funding Supreme Court System- Neutral
HB 2176 Department of Public Safety Revolving Fund-Liberal
HB 2177 Voluntary Buy Out (Early Retirement)-Liberal
HB 2178 Physician Manpower Training Comm. Residency Revolving Fund-Liberal
HB 2180 Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics Budget-Liberal
HB 2182 Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology-Liberal
HB 2183 Department of Human Services, Appropriations and Limitations, Liberal
HB 2184 Poor Persons-Closing state administered resource centers-liberal
 
Now I know that all of this was part of the budget process, but after reading the bills
they were all slanting to the liberal side of things. I was truly surprised to find a bill
funding Obama Care that slipped by us last year. It’s been found now, and we know
how people voted. Rest assured that if you’ve made my list, our readers will soon know
too.
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After being so involved in the budget process in 2011, I was shocked to see how little
input the Chair has had on the budget process this year. In 2012 he has submitted 1
bill for consideration to the House. It is still sitting in a House committee.
 
So how did he vote on other bills that mattered to Oklahomans? We took a look at
some key questions and here is what we found.
 
HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate Bill, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-Liberal stance
HR 2171 Obama Highway Bill, voted Yea 6 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 12 times-Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times, Yea 1 time-Liberal Stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time, excused 1 time-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Nay 2 times Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 2169 Obama Care Funding, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
 
I don’t think he ever met a Liberal bill he didn’t like. His voting record proves a point. I
guess when you run unopposed for election year after year you can vote however you
want and to hell with what your constituents want. Even OCPAC ranks him as one of
the most liberal politicians in the House of Representatives. Every single Democrat is
considered more conservative than he is. That doesn’t say much for the man.
 
I visited www.votesmart.org/candidate/66441/earl-sears just to see if there was
anything interesting. In typical Liberal fashion, he refused to answer any questions on
where he stood on the issues that concern Oklahomans. I did find that he was part of
the crowd that took money from the Native American tribes, who were trying to
negotiate water issues with the state, and then turned around and wrote legislation
diminishing the states commitment to the Native American tribes. A typical liberal
move.
 
I also went to www.followthemoney.org and looked at his campaign finances. They
proved to be interesting. You might want to take a look at them.
 
I did go to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site and looked at his Schedule E
Monetary Expenditures for the Calendar year of 2010. What I found there was really
interesting.
 
Date                Expense           Beneficiary                                          Explanation    
Amount
Aug. 10, 2010  Donation         Bartlesville Comm. Foundation          Donation        
$20.00
Aug. 11, 2010  Donation         Blue Stem Foundation                         Donation        
$100.00
Aug. 14, 2010 Donation         Jesse Creek Shoot                               Donation        
$300.00
Aug. 17, 2010 Donation          ARC Group Homes                              Donation        
$75.00
Aug. 20, 2010 Donation         Ok Mozart                                           Donation        
$350.00
Aug. 30, 2010  Donation         Bartlesville Reg. United Way              Donation        
$250.00
 
I could go on, but I won’t. It’s like this for the entire year. There were thirty five (35)
additional entries like that throughout the year. Now I’m all for being charitable, but
with my money. I’m sure these groups are all grateful for the contributions, but I can’t
help but feel that they would appreciate it more if it came from his pocket and not
those of his campaign contributors. I also wonder if his campaign contributors are
aware of how he’s spending their money.
 
It doesn’t appear that Mr. Sears has any competition again this year. It’s not too late
for his constituents to have him called upon the carpet in front of the State GOP
Chairman for a dressing down about his voting record. I strongly urge that this be
done. Failing to do so, Mr. Sears, resign your position. You are a disgrace to the
Republican Party and the State of Oklahoma. RINO Republicans like you are a dime a
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dozen. They’re called Democrats. Get out. We don’t want you.
 
 
 
 

ROPO
Republican On Paper Only

 
By R. H.

 
Representative Todd Russ is not a hard man to figure out. He is a well-educated man
having obtained a B.S. in International Finance from Southwestern Oklahoma State
University. He also attended Graduate School of Banking at the University of Colorado.
His biography doesn’t indicate if he obtained an advanced degree. He also attended the
School of the Bible at Berean University. It is my belief that his trust in the leadership
and religious background of Speaker Steele has led him down the path of liberalism. It
is that trust in the Speaker that has caused Mr. Russ not to sign HB 1004.
 
Mr. Russ’s conservatism shows in what few public statements he has made. One
dealing with a bill lengthening happy hour at bars can be read here.    I feel his views
are impacted by his religious schooling. That doesn’t mean they are wrong.
 
Representative Russ is a freshman, who ran un-opposed for his seat in the House. To
my knowledge he is also un-opposed in the next election. That is not very good news
for the conservative movement in Oklahoma. A look at his legislative record will explain
why. In 2011 he submitted 11 bills for consideration to the House. Of those 6 dies in
House committees, 2 died on the House floor, 1 died in Senate committees and 2
became law. The 2 that became law are listed below.
 
HB 1688 Voiding contracts between Minors and Unions-Conservative
HB 1692 Flood Plain Management-Liberal
 
A fifty percent conservative bill ratio is not good. That alone makes him a RINO
Republican. We have enough of them already.
 
In 2012 he submitted 13 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration to the
House. Of those 12 bills are still in House committees and 1 is in a Senate committee.

40713

http://t.ymlp349.net/jymjaaamqbyaoaejuatajbye/click.php


The House Joint Resolution is in a House committee. At least it doesn’t look like he’ll do
any damage to the conservative movement this year.
 
Where does he stand on issues that are important to all Oklahomans? How did he vote
on the key issues for conservatives? Let’s take a look.
 
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 4 times-liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-liberal stance
HR 2171 Obama Highway Bill, voted yea 5 times-liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, slush fund, voted Yea 9 times, Nay 3 times,
Excused 3 times- liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorem tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times, Yea 1 time-liberal stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 2 times-liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Yea 3 times Nay 2 times-liberal
stance
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Incentive Act, voted Yea 4 times-liberal
 
As you can see Mr. Russ has never met a liberal bill he didn’t like. There are actually an
even two dozen Democrats with higher conservative scores than Mr. Russ. Now what
does that tell you about the man’s politics?
 
I took the time to go to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission web site to look at his
campaign reports for the Calendar year of 2010. I didn’t expect to find much since he
ran unopposed but I did find something.
 
Date                Item                 Expenditure To                        Beneficiary      Amount
Apr. 19, 2010  Subscription    Hobart Democrat-Chief          Candidate        $30.00
Nov. 4, 2010    Annual Subscription Hobart Democrat-Chief Candidate       $30.00
 
Now the question is why is he paying the equivalent of two years’ worth of
subscriptions to his local paper in one year? The bigger question is why is he paying for
his personal subscription to his local paper out of campaign funds? A look at his
employment record would indicate that he has the financial means to pay for his own
subscription himself. After all he does sit on the board of three different banks.
 
I also paid a visit to Votesmart  to see what they might have. He had all the markings
of liberal politicians. He refused to answer any of the questions on where he stood on
the issues facing Oklahomans today. He just doesn’t want to let people know where he
stands on the issues.
 
In closing this is a man that needs to be replaced with a true conservative politician.
Mr. Russ says all the right things to get elected, then turns around and votes as a
liberal. That is the trademark of a true RINO Republican. Its politicians like him that
gives the Republican Party a bad name. It’s too late now to find a candidate to run
against him this fall, but I remind the citizens of District 55 you have the right to have
him called in front of the State GOP for a dressing down on his voting record. I would
suggest you do so.
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Rattled Legislators Review the

Revised Conservative Index
 
Last week’s release of the 2011 RINO Index, a revision of the Oklahoma
Constitution/OCPAC 2011 Conservative Index rattled a lot of legislators.  Below is a
chart of Representatives that we know looked up their individual score, defended their
score to curious constituents who reported back to the Sooner Tea Party, or were
reported by third parties to have spoken about their new score.  Of all of them, none
was more rattled that Speaker Kris Steele who took the new Index extremely seriously
from the reports we have of him forwarding the email nearly two dozen times.
 
Anyone can decide to write about the legislator in this day of self publishing but very
few can state that they are required reading for journalists, legislators, lobbyists, and
state agency heads.  Here at the Sooner Tea Party we have accomplished this with a
mixture of inside information, accurate research, and the willingness to let the chips fall
where they may.  Yeah, we can be vicious at times when it is required but always for a
good reason, defending liberty and stopping corruption.  As a result our group has
grown in influence and few if any groups could claim the power we have to educate,
motivate, and modify the voting behaviors of the political class in Oklahoma.
 
Take a look at this list and reflect that this is just the ones that we know took the time
to read the 2011 RINO Index.   And reflect upon the unorthodox time that we release
our newsletter, after ten P.M. on  a Sunday night, a time guaranteed to cause low
readership yet we have dozens of State Senators, State Representatives, journalists,
lobbyists, and state agency heads staying up into the wee hours of the morning to read
what we publish.  Some wait up with a smile on their face, knowing that we are
plowing the road for them to enact good legislation, others sit up with stomachs
twisted in knots in anxiety and anticipation, waiting to find out if we have published
anything negative about them in that issue.
 
And it is to those of the latter category that should worry.   We know who you are.  
We are watching your every vote.   And eventually, we will be coming for you.   Now,
have a good night…
 

Name
  
District

    
Party

  
2011
score

   
Looked Name

   
District

    
Party

   
2011
score Looked

Don Armes 63R 30yes Skye McNiel 29R 10yes
Gary Banz 101R 30 Jerry McPeak 13D 65yes
John Bennett 2R 75yes Lewis Moore 96R 70yes
Lisa Billy 42R 30yes Danny Morgan 32D 50

Gus Blackwell 61R 65
Richard
Morrissette 92D 65

Mike Brown 4D 45yes Glen Mulready 68R 40
David
Brumbaugh 76R 80yes Jason Murphey 31R 90
Ed Cannaday 15D 50 Jason Nelson 87R 40yes
Dennis Casey 35R 40yes Tom Newell 28R 65yes
Mike Christian 93R 90yes Jadine Nollan 66R 20
Josh Cockroft 27R 70yes Chalres Ortega 52R 35
Donny Condit 18D 70yes Leslie Osborn 47R 40yes
Ann Coody 64R 30 Pat Ownbey 48R 20
Marian
Cooksey 39R 30yes Ron Peters 70R 30yes
Doug Cox 5R 30 Pam Peterson 67R 30

David Dank 85R 35yes
Anastasia
Pittman 99d 45

Lee Denney 33R 20yes Eric Proctor 77D 70yes
David Derby 74R 90yes R. C. Pruett 19D 50yes
Dale Dewitt 38R 25 Marty Quinn 9r 40yes
Joe Dorman 65D 65 Brian Renegar 17d 65
John Enns 41R 35 Mike Reynolds 91R 90yes
Rusty Farley 40X Phil Richardson 56R 30yes
George
Faught 14R 60yes Mike Ritze 80R 90
William
Fourkiller 86D 60 Paul Roan 20D 30
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 Larry Glen 7D 70yes Dustin Roberts 21R 30yes
Randy Grau 81R 50 Sean Roberts 36R 45yes

Elsie Hall 100R 30yes
Wade
Rousselot 12D 70

Rebecca
Hamilton 89D 80 Todd Russ 55R 45
Tommy
Hardin 49R 10yes Mike Sanders 59R 40yes
Jeffrey
Hickman 58R 30yes Colby Schwartz 43R 50yes
Wes Hilliard 22D 75 Senca Scott 72D 60
Corey Holland 51R 50yes Earl Sears 11R 20yes
Chuck
Hoskins 6D 50yes T W Shannon 62R 40yes
Scott Inman 94D 70yes Mike Shelton 97D 55yes
Mike Jackson 40R 30yes Ben Sherrer 8D 35yes
Dennis
Johnson 50R 40yes

Jerry
Shoemake 16D 50

Fred Jordon 69R 40yes Jabar Shumate 73D 60yes
Charley
Joyner 95R 20 Kris Steel 26R 20yes
Sally Kern 84R 90yes Aaron Stiles 25R 60
Charles Key 90R 95yes Dan Sullivan R 30X
Dan Kirby 75R 55yes Randy Terrill 53R 95
Steve
Kouplen 24D 65 Todd Thomsen 25R 40yes
Guy
Liebmann 82R 20yes Sue Tibbs R 30X
James
Lockhart 3D 65

John
Trebilcock 98R 65

Martin Scott 46R 40yes Steve Vaughn 37R 60
Martin Steve 10R 10yes Emily Virgin 44D 40yes
Al McAffrey D 35X Purcy Walker 60D 40
Mark
McCullough 30R 45yes

Weldon
Watson 79R 20yes

Jeanie
McDaniel 78D 40

Paul
Wesselhoft 54R 90yes

Randy
McDaniel 83R 50 Cory Williams 34D 60

10 Harold Wright 57R 30
 
 
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to
find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our
forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being
accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned
money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean up
Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 

40716

http://t.ymlp349.net/jymhavamqbyataejuazajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp349.net/jymhavamqbyataejuazajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp349.net/jymwatamqbyafaejuavajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp349.net/jymqagamqbyalaejuarajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp349.net/jymqagamqbyalaejuarajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp349.net/jymyaoamqbyapaejuatajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp349.net/jyjsavamqbyafaejuazajbye/click.php


You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org
and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Craig Perry
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: this is happening now - i didn"t get the notice
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 11:07:32 AM

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW
SUBJECT: Third Meeting

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 26, 2011
MEETING TIME: 9:00 A.M – 4:30 P.M.

LOCATION: Senate Chamber, State Capitol Building
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Agenda:

1. 9:00 – 10:00 - Affordable Care Act impact on Indian Health

Jefferson Keel, Lt. Governor, Chickasaw Nation
2. 10:00 – 10:45 - Status of PPACA lawsuits, what the ballot question did for Oklahoma

Pat Wyrick, Oklahoma Solicitor General
3. 10:45 – 11:30 - Comparison of Federal vs. State based Exchanges

David Blatt, Director of Oklahoma Policy Institute
4. 1:00 – 1:45 - Constitutional issues

Andy Spiropoulos, Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the Study of
State Constitutional Law and Government, OCU School of Law
5. 1:45 – 3:00 - What other States are doing

Laura Tobler, Health Programs Director, Martha Salazar, Policy Associate, NCSL
6. Other Business
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: This Land press
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 8:32:00 AM

G –
Can you call the number for this website: http://thislandpress.com/roundups/could-oklahomas-
position-on-obamacare-undo-the-policy/ (its on there somewhere)
Find out the names and numbers of the reporters who do local and national political coverage and
add them to our media itinerary list as well as our press distribution list.
Give them contact numbers for Aaron, you and me as well. Thanks.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: thoughts
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:11:00 AM

I had breakfast with Estus and Nate this morning and just wanted to share some thoughts:
 

-          Their offices – or at least their press secretaries -- don’t understand why we need to know
about the health insurance exchange soon or what the possible “decisions” facing the
governor are. It might be helpful, if we do want to share this info, to say: here are the
governor’s options, here are the dates she would have to make these decisions by, and
here’s why.

-          Estus says the gov’s transportation plan is going to be a big topic at the House retreat. If the
governor is not going, or even if she is, it might be a good idea to try to get Ridley in there to
present some info on it. We can also take the bullet points, press release, talkers etc

-          On pension reform, was it McDaniels’ plan that you all were not sold on? If so, you may
want to talk to House staff. It seems like that’s going to be an agenda item for Steele and
McDaniels is going to run point on it.  

 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Thurs-Fri
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 10:40:00 AM

As a reminder, I am out of the office for the rest of the week starting tomorrow to attend the RGA
conference. I will be checking blackberry and phone.  
We do not have any speeches on Monday-Wednesday that I can see. Please work on the UNCF
speech for Thursday.
Please also make sure to continue to push the gov to approve the ObamaCare statements we gave
her, and to quickly send the CORRECT one out after SCOTUS announces their decision. I expect we
will get invitations to participate in at least local media, possibly national media, immediately after a
decision is announced. This is a great issue and we should try to schedule anything the governor is
willing to do (with the exception of left wing tv/radio). Please work with her to do that.
 
Thanks guys.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: maryfallin
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Time for Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:28:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Governor,
 
Below is the logistical information on your interview tonight with Greta Van Susteren
 
Location:  Cox Communication Studios, 400 Hudiburg Circle in OKC
 
All times Central:
9:15 p.m. – Arrive at Cox Studios
9:30 p.m. – LIVE interview with Greta
9:40 p.m. – Interview concludes
 
Topic:  decision to not pursue a state-based health insurance exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma
 
Thanks.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Steve Israel
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: Tonda, it"s today
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:18:55 PM

Tonda --

Backed by a $9 million ad blitz from the Koch brothers, House Republicans are holding a
stunt vote this afternoon to repeal Obamacare.

The next few days are critical. Right-wing SuperPACs, big insurance companies, and the Tea
Party base are all lined up to go on the attack against President Obama and Congressional
Democrats for refusing to back away from health care reform.

We have to respond immediately.

Stand with President Obama: Donate $3 or more to our Health Care Rapid Response
Fund today >>

A new Washington Post poll shows that support for health care reform has gone up eight points
into a dead even tie -- 47% in support and 47% opposed.

We have to continue going on offense and hold Republicans accountable for putting insurance
company profits over the middle class. Will you help us raise $50,000 for our Rapid Response
Fund today?

http://dccc.org/We-Support-Obamacare

Thanks,

Steve

Rep. Steve Israel
DCCC Chairman

 

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | To unsubscribe, click here: http://dccc.org/optout.

Change or update your email address and contact information by clicking here.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: topics for Heritage conference
Date: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:03:23 AM
Attachments: image002.png

The title for next weekend’s panel is “How the states can limit the federal leviathan.”
 
It will be an informal, Q&A discussion led by Dr. Feulner, Heritage president.  There also
will be audience Q&A.
 
Feulner’s office wants us to suggest some topics and/or 5-6 questions to help guide the
discussion in a direction we want to go.
 
What are some suggestions to send to Heritage?  Thanks.
 

·         Obamacare vs. state-based health care solutions
·         Give states flexibility to administer programs (Medicaid block grants)
·         Pushback against EPA regulation (air pollution lawsuit, the dust rule)

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: topics for Heritage conference
Date: Friday, April 13, 2012 10:03:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

The title for next weekend’s panel is “How the states can limit the federal leviathan.”
 
It will be an informal, Q&A discussion led by Dr. Feulner, Heritage president.  There also
will be audience Q&A.
 
Feulner’s office wants us to suggest some topics and/or 5-6 questions to help guide the
discussion in a direction we want to go.
 
What are some suggestions to send to Heritage?  Thanks.
 

·         Obamacare vs. state-based health care solutions
·         Give states flexibility to administer programs (Medicaid block grants)
·         Pushback against EPA regulation (air pollution lawsuit, the dust rule)

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Treat
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 2:57:17 PM

Sen Treat has summoned me to his office with a note indicating he doesn’t like my comment in the
TW about every vote against our bill being a vote to sit on your hands and wait for ObamaCare to be
implemented. I am going up to talk to him and wanted you guys to know
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: @dps.state.ok.us
To:
Subject: 08-09-12
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 5:00:07 PM

9:15 AM - 9:45 AM Drive FEMA 

9:45 AM - 11:00 AM FEMA Fire Tour -- 15601 E. Etowah Road, Noble 

Gov. Mary Fallin today announced that representatives from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA) will join the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management and local 
emergency managers in surveying damages caused by the recent outbreak of 
wildfires beginning tomorrow. 
WHAT: Damage Assessment Tour 
WHO: Fallin, FEMA Officials, SBA Officials, OEM and 
emergency managers 
WHEN: 9:45 AM tomorrow 
WHERE: Media should meet at the Multi-Agency 
Resource Center at Twelve Corners Baptist Church at 15601 E. Etowah Road in 
Noble, Oklahoma at 9:45 AM. Media will be allowed to accompany the first 
portion of the damage assessment tour. 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Drive to Office 

11:30 AM - 12:10 PM Speech Prep and Lunch 

12:10 PM - 12:25 PM Drive to Cox Center 

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM Speak at The OK Healthcare Summit -- Cox Center,
Great Hall, 2nd 
Floor 
You will speak at the OK Healthcare Summit, sponsored by PLICO; OSMA; OAFP. 
Event begins at 8AM and ends at 1PM. You will speak at 12:30PM regarding 
healthcare. Exec. VP of BancFirst, Joe Shockley, will introduce you. Expecting 500 
attendees. 
*Please list any VIPs or elected officials also attending the event: Invited: Gov. 
Fallin Congressman, James Lankford, Commissioner John Doak 
*Please list the names, titles of those sitting with the governor: Carl Hook, M.D. 
Pres/CEO of PLICO Shari Moore, R.N. VP of Risk Management PLICO 
*You will have a podium. 
*You may wait outside the entrance to the room until you are announced if you 
would like. 
*Agenda (see attached for detailed agenda): 
Mary Fallin 2 8/8/2012 3:17 PM 
12:00-1:30 PM Lunch 
State of Oklahoma Healthcare 
Governor Mary Fallin, John Doak, Insurance Commissioner and T. 
W. Shannon, Speaker-Elect, Oklahoma House of Representatives have 
been invited to speak. 

40727



NOTES: Explore: Oklahoma Healthcare Summit 2012 will be the inaugural annual 
medical symposium for doctors, nurses, PA's, hospital administrators produced 
by PLICO. Special emphasis is being placed on healthcare delivery in the rural 
settings. Nothing else like this has ever been produced before. It will provide 
Continuing Ed credits for all of the participants listed. Keynote speakers are 
provided over this 2 day summit. Participants, vendors, sponsors are all included 
in a social relaxation time the eve of Aug.9. PLICO's mission is well known; Bd 
members include the CEO of OSMA, Ken King, and 15 physicians including OSMA 
President, and Dr. Jack Beller who is a candidate for OK Senate on 2012. All 
physicians are interested in 'ObamaCare', TR and WC issues and legislation. 
Contact: Carl Hook, M.D. (O)815-4810 (m)  chook@plico-ok.com 

1:00 PM - 1:30 PM Drive to Office 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM Commissioners of the Land Meeting -- Governor's
Conference Room 
*See attached agenda. 

4:00 PM - 4:20 PM Phone call with John Hurdle of AOL Energy --
_____________ phone 
number 
You will call John Hurdle of AOL Energy for a twenty minute interview about 
your energy initiative. 
*waiting on further details from Alex W. …. 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM Speech Prep 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM Drive to Event 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM Speak at Kyle Loveless Event -- CHESAPEAKE
BOATHOUSE, OKC 
*You will speak when you arrive. 
Contact: whitney@jordanconsultingstrategies.com 

TRP 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol

820 Northeast 23rd Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

(405) 528-8523  hdqtrs
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From: communications@tulsachamber.com

To: Wendy Gregory

Subject: Tulsa Metro Chamber - Monday Memo 04.18.11
Date: Monday, April 18, 2011 1:33:29 PM

04.18.11

IN THIS ISSUE

Chamber supports establishment of health insurance

exchange 

Tulsa, Broken Arrow chambers collaborate to create

regional economic growth

TYPros Street CReD event revamps Pearl District with food,

fun and fresh perspective 

Resource Campaign off to a rockin' start 

Tulsa, chamber president recognized as leaders in the

South

Renewable energy event finds success in Tulsa

Downtown's One Place development announces future

tenant

Construction of I-244 multi-modal bridge breaks ground 

Date correction - Sustainable Enterprise Conference

What we're working on

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Chamber supports establishment of health insurance exchange

Gov. Mary Fallin, Speaker of the House Kris Steele

and Senate Pro Temp Brian Bingman gathered with

other state leaders last week to announce plans to

establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise

Network in Oklahoma. The Chamber strongly

supports this action to prevent any mandated federal

health care exchange from being established in the

state.

A state health care exchange is a market-driven

solution to the difficulty many consumers experience

when shopping for affordable health insurance plans

that meet their needs. A federal health care

exchange would not fit Oklahomans' wants or needs

and would perpetuate the confusing, misleading

process. 

The Health insurance Private Enterprise Network that our state leaders have proactively chosen to establish will
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give consumers a transparent, clear idea of what they are buying and will allow the insurance market to remain

competitive, in turn motivating providers to maintain the best, most affordable plans for their customers. 

Oklahoma's health was rated 46th in the nation in 2010 and over 18 percent of Oklahomans don't have insurance.

This 18 percent is anticipated to rise in 2011 and 2012 and without some kind of change in Oklahoma, the

uninsured population will continue to grow and health across Oklahoma will deteriorate. 

State leadership recognized what needed to be done and cooperated to ensure a system by and for Oklahomans

was established to prevent a federally mandated, confusing and ill-fitting system from being force-placed. The

Chamber applauds this effort and encourages our members to support this initiative.

Tulsa, Broken Arrow chambers collaborate to create regional economic growth

The Tulsa Metro Chamber and Broken Arrow Chamber

of Commerce signed a commitment to regional

economic growth at a special ceremony held last week

in Broken Arrow. The compact includes cooperation on

both economic development and legislative initiatives

and was created to leverage the region's industry

concentrations, labor pools, infrastructure and pro-

business government in order to compete globally for

a talented workforce, capital investment and new jobs. 

"The Broken Arrow Chamber is excited to partner with

the Tulsa Metro Chamber on this historic compact,"

said Wes Smithwick, president and CEO of the Broken

Arrow Chamber. "As the largest suburb of Tulsa,

Broken Arrow should - and will - be a leader in the growth and development of our metropolitan area."

Today's global marketplace is creating an environment where regions must be proactive or else fall behind. 

"It's a regional game now," said Mike Neal, president and CEO of the Tulsa Metro Chamber. "It is absolutely

essential the Tulsa region works more aggressively than other communities, and we must do so to strengthen our

economy and, ultimately, our quality of life." 

The compact signed by both chambers' presidents and 2011 chairpersons outlines how the organizations will work

together, including cooperatively marketing the region; creating an inclusive community for businesses and

individuals; attracting and retaining business; raising the educational attainment level of the region's citizens; and

advocating for the OneVoice regional legislative agenda.

"Both chambers recognize that while we may compete for some projects, the attraction, the expansion and the

retention of a business to any location in the region is a win for all of us," said LaTonya Cundiff, chairperson of the

Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce and branch executive, VP for SpiritBank.

The Tulsa and Broken Arrow chambers hope this is the first of many collaborative compacts in a mission to

strengthen the region.

"We have to work harder and be smarter in our approach to economic growth and prosperity," said Dr. Gerard

Clancy, chair of the Tulsa Metro Chamber and president of The University of Oklahoma - Tulsa. "But we simply

cannot tap the enormous potential of the Tulsa region without pooling our assets and resources. It takes all of us

working together to better the Northeast Oklahoma region."

TYPros Street CReD event revamps Pearl District with food, fun and fresh perspective

The Pearl District received a complete makeover this
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weekend with a tree-lined median canal and a full

block of store fronts. The scene, with downtown as a

backdrop, reflected the potential the area has to be a

district with character and charm, bustling with foot

traffic and fun. 

The windy weather didn't discourage anyone Friday

night, as a steady stream of people traveled up and

down Sixth Street, in and out of coffee shops, bars,

flower shops and more. Saturday's weather made up

for the previous night's dreariness and crowds of

people came to see what Street CReD: Polishing the

Pearl was all about: urbanization, revitalization and development in Tulsa. Tulsa's Young Professionals started the

annual event to visually articulate what a forgotten neighborhood could be if given the attention and support it needs.

Community partners like the Arts and Humanities Council and the Tulsa's Children's Museum set up booths for the

kids while places like Lot No. 6 and The Eclipse, whose businesses exist in their Street CReD spaces full-time,

offered beverages for the adults. If a mimosa wasn't what you were looking for, Topeca, Vitter's Catering, Cosmos

and Mod Crepes had temporary locations set up as well, offering pastries, coffee, wraps, gelato and more. Vendors

like the Farmer's Market, the Dog House and Back Alley Blues and Barbecue offered more substantial fare, giving

wanderers plenty to choose from as they checked out shops, booths or exhibits- including one of the Pearl District

Association's existing plans and renderings.

Performances from Eric Hillman and Ben Neikirk

complemented art shows and street shopping from

places like Indie Emporium, Dwelling Spaces and

Mrs. Dehaven's Flower shop. Foot traffic on the

street stopped occasionally to take in one of the

performances from the Gypsy Fire Belly Dance of

Tulsa, The Legacy Project break dancing, a poetry

slam or the Footloose-inspired flashmob. 

A special presentation Saturday morning from Jason

Roberts, an urban revitalization activist from the

Dallas/Fort Worth area who lead a similar project in a

neighborhood called Oak Cliff, and other supporters

like Jamie Jamison of the Pearl District Association, Doug Duke with Fast Forward, and Theron Warlick with

PLANiTULSA informed attendees on what a revitalization like this would mean for the economy of the entire city, not

just the Pearl District, in turn helping our metro to grow and develop into a thriving hotspot.

"This city really depends on stability throughout," said Warlick. "We have to figure out a way to see all

neighborhoods prosper and grow." 

Tulsa's Young Professionals will continue hosting Street CReD annually in different neighborhoods across Tulsa to

motivate awareness and growth in these areas and throughout the greater metro. For more information please visit

www.typros.org or call 918.560.0286.

Resource Campaign off to a rockin' start

This year's rock 'n' roll-themed Resource Campaign

celebrated the close of its first week with a Rewards

Session luncheon at the Fair Meadows Sports Bar

and Grill at Expo Square last Thursday. 

The rock star volunteers had plenty to celebrate, with

a long list of check and prize recipients being
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announced during lunch. The Campaign is already

halfway to its $2.6 million goal, with most of the 10-

week campaign still remaining. Participants are

already buzzing in anticipation for the karaoke

performance from Dr. Gerry Clancy at the Victory

Celebration on June 16 after the goal is met. 

Volunteers are offered plenty of networking

opportunities while working on the Campaign and

toward monetary prizes and an exclusive trip. The

Campaign supports approximately 23 percent of the

Chamber's annual budget through the sale of sponsorships and memberships. This money goes toward the creation

of business-building events, forums and initiatives to support the regional business community. 

For more information on the Resource Campaign, sponsorship or membership opportunities or how to volunteer for

next year's campaign contact Karen Humphrey, campaign director, at karenhumphrey@tulsachamber.com or call

560-0250.

Tulsa, chamber president recognized as leaders in the South

Southern Business & Development magazine has

named Tulsa a "Top Ten" pro-business community in

the inland South and described the city as friendly to

relocating, expanding and growing businesses.

"The Tulsa region continues to make list after list recognizing the strength of our economy, our growth opportunities

and our quality of life," said Mike Neal, president and CEO of the Tulsa Metro Chamber. "Recognitions such as this

help us tell the Tulsa region's story and why businesses find success here."

Additionally, Neal was recognized by Southern Business & Development as one of the "10 people who made a

difference in the South" for his contributions to successful economic development in the region the past year.

The Southern Business & Development recognitions join the 22 other "Top 10" lists Tulsa made in 2010 and 2011. 

Renewable energy event finds success in Tulsa

Tulsa hosted more than 100 economic development

professionals and numerous site location consultants from

across the country last week for the Renewable Energy Forum

presented by Area Development Magazine. 

The Tulsa Metro Chamber's economic development and

VisitTulsa teams were instrumental in recruiting the conference

to Tulsa, which was expected to have a $36,000 economic

impact and provided excellent exposure of Tulsa to sought-

after developers, site consultants and economic development

professionals. 
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"The forum was a tremendous opportunity for the Tulsa region,

because it allowed us to host some of the country's most

influential site consultants and economic development

professionals," said Jim Fram, senior vice president of

economic development. "Additionally, the event drew special

attention to the energy sector and the significant impact Tulsa

is making in such a vital industry."

The program provided attendees with information on the latest

direction of global and national investment opportunities; current legislative actions and their impact on an

organization's marketing opportunities; emerging technologies; incentives; and trends in the solar and wind

industries.

"Tulsa was our first choice to host this important forum because of the city's history in energy and the region's

current growth and new development projects," said Dennis Shea, president and publisher of Area Development

magazine and the organizer of the Renewable Energy Forum.

Downtown's One Place development announces future tenant

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network announced

last week it will move its offices from south Tulsa to

downtown's One Place mixed-use development to be

constructed near the BOK Center. The company

employs 55 individuals in Tulsa, which is the site of its

main office for all of northwestern Arkansas and

Oklahoma. 

"We believe there is a tremendous amount of energy

and excitement around the development of downtown,"

said Lance Franczyk, managing partner for

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network. "Projects such

as the BOK Center and the ballpark are evidence that

downtown is the place to be and we think our

organization is in a unique position to be a catalyst for

continued growth."

One Place will encompass the square block between Secord and Third Streets, and Denver and Cheyenne

Avenues. The development will house offices, a hotel, public courtyard, residential spaces, and room for retailers

and restaurants. Northwestern Mutual joins Cimarex Energy as the first announced tenants of the development.

"We're so pleased that Northwestern Mutual appreciates the 'good business' of strategically locating in downtown

Tulsa to benefit from its growing vitality, diversity, housing options and exciting entertainment venues," said Delise

Tomlinson, executive director of downtown development for the Tulsa Metro Chamber. "As almost every week

brings an announcement of something new in downtown Tulsa, we are proving that the urban environment is

attractive and desirable to our citizens, visitors and the investment community."
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Click here to read an article about Northwestern Mutual and the One Place development in the Tulsa World.

Construction of I-244 multi-modal bridge breaks ground

Despite the blustery weather, officials from across the

region gathered to honor the new construction of a

multi-modal bridge spanning the Arkansas River at

westbound I-244 at a groundbreaking ceremony

Friday hosted by the Chamber and the Oklahoma

Department of Transportation. The existing bridge,

deteriorating and obsolete, will be replaced with a

double-decker structure that incorporates multiple

types of transportation - the first of its kind in

Oklahoma. 

Transportation modernization has been at the top of

regional and state priorities for years, but has lacked

the funding needed to move forward. With the award

of a nearly $50 million federal TIGER (Transporation

Investment Generating Economic Recovery) grant last February, this project will finally become a much-needed

reality, bringing northeast Oklahoma an easy flow of visitors, business and commerce. 

"We're really looking forward to the construction of this new multi-modal bridge and what it will mean for the future of

Oklahoma," said Mike Neal, Chamber president and CEO. "Not only will this replace our deteriorating bridge, but it

will allow the Tulsa region and northeast Oklahoma to accommodate larger-scale businesses, grow existing

businesses, attract visitors and so much more."

Tulsa Mayor Dewey Bartlett, the Federal Highway Administration's Assistant Division Administrator Ivan Marrero,

ODOT Chief Engineer Gary Evans and Rep. Jadine Nollan joined Neal as speakers for the event and continued to

express their excitement and support of the bridge and the development of transportation across our metro. 

Nollan commended the Tulsa Metro Chamber for their leadership and hard work in developing the OneVoice

agenda, complementing their unified approach in addressing top priorities and stressing the importance of such a

cooperative effort.

Transportation development has been a priority throughout the northeastern Oklahoma region for many years and

the OneVoice agenda identifies transportation legislation as a top priority again this year. 

The bridge's construction will start as scheduled this month and feature highway lanes with future high-speed rail

and commuter rail  facilities as well as a dedicated pedestrian and bicycle deck. 

"This bridge takes our transportation system to a new level and sets the course for more innovative transportation

solutions," said Bartlett. "This visionary bridge prepares Tulsa for future growth."

To see a rendering of the bridge, a detour map or to find out more about the project please go to

www.okladot.state.ok.us.

Date correction - Sustainable Enterprise Conference

The Sustainable Enterprise Conference, presented

by the Spears School of Business at Oklahoma

State University and offered in cooperation with the

Tulsa Metro Chamber and sponsors, is scheduled
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for this Wednesday, April  20 in Tulsa.

The conference will bring together experts on national and regional levels who will address the sustainable

enterprise and its impact. The full-day event focuses on how Oklahoma businesses can prosper by following the

principles of the triple bottom line: people-planet-profits.

Keynote speakers include T. Boone Pickens, energy executive, entrepreneur and author of The Pickens Plan; and

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., environment business leader and attorney. 

The conference is scheduled for 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., this Wednesday at the Renaissance Tulsa Hotel &

Convention Center, 6808 S. 107th E. Ave. The day will end with a networking reception from 4:30-5:15 p.m.

Registration fee is $265 per person. For more information or to register, click here or contact Wravenna Bloomberg

at 866.678.3933 or 405.744.5208, or e-mail wravenna.bloomberg@okstate.edu.

What we're working on

Executive
o Making Tulsa's Future II CEO calls.

o Attending Tulsa Sports Commission executive committee meeting.

o Co-hosting Oklahoma Academy Economic Development Town Hall 2011 planning committee meeting.

o Speaking at the Tulsa's Future II press conference.

o Attending the Chamber's Board of Directors meeting.

o Attending Tulsa's Future II annual meeting.

o Attending the State Chamber's Executive Committee Meeting in Oklahoma City.

o Attending OSU Spears School of Business breakfast and luncheon featuring Robert Kennedy Jr.

o Monthly meeting with County Commissioner Fred Perry.

o Hosting economic development breakfast meeting with Mayor Dewey Bartlett, Terry Simonson, Chris Benge and

Mike Bunney.

o Monthly Meeting with Rich Brierre, INCOG.

o Hosting small group board luncheon.

Economic Development
o Currently working with a manufacturing company on an infrastructure issue.

o Meeting with a regional partner to discuss partnership on BRE program.

o Setting up company visits.

o Developing a program to engage volunteers as well as regional partners in the BRE program.

o Tulsa's Future II wrap-up calls.

o Presentation to City of Tulsa Economic Development Commission.

o Presenting economic development update to Tulsa County commissioners.

o Speaking at the ACEC Conference.

o Meeting with broker regarding downtown development.

o Meeting to discuss reuse of existing downtown building.

Marketing and Communications
o Assisting company with an expansion announcement.

o Completing Chamber Report content.

o Drafting downtown development website content.

o Attending communications team retreat.

o Hosting a press conference regarding the second phase of Tulsa's Future.

o Working on TYPros new website launch.

o Assisting travel bloggers on upcoming trip to Tulsa.

o Updating VisitTulsa website.

o Brainstorming USA Volleyball marketing tactics.

o Preparing ads for Breeder's Invitational program and TravelOK publication.
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Education and Workforce
o Planning Partners In Education Recognition Reception.

o Writing Partner's In Education e-newsletter.

o Planning Oklahoma Scholars Dinner.

o Attending Women Making a Difference. 

o Coordinating EMSA health care forum.

o Attending/planning D&I small group lunch.

o Attending adopt a sophomore meeting at East Central.

o Finalizing Partners In Education Reception video.

o Attending Are You Smarter Than a KIPPster.

o Attending Resource Campaign luncheon.

o Diversity Business Council/Tulsa Mosaic meeting.

o Sustainable Enterprise Conference.

o Workforce Tulsa board meeting.

o Sustainability meeting with TYPros leaders.

o Center for Family Resilience candidate review.

Government Affairs

o Monitoring State and Federal legislation. 

o Attending Tulsa Metro Chamber Board regular meeting.

o Attending Tulsa's Future II Annual Reception. 

o Attending Tulsa County Industrial Authority regular meeting.

o Attending Election District Commission Public Hearing.

o Presenting at the City of Tulsa Urban and Economic Development regular committee meeting. 

o Attending Resource Campaign Reward Session luncheon.

o Planning April-June legislative events.

VisitTulsa
o Attending the EDC monthly meeting.

o Attending the THLA meeting.

o Meeting with Expo Square and Arabian Horse Association's U.S. Nationals group. 

o Having lunch with new general manager and sales staff at Doubletree Downtown.

o Making final preparations to host sales blitz in the Dallas/Fort Worth area April 26-28, 2011.

o Preparing appointments for the Collaborate Marketplace May 3-5, 2011. 

o Preparing to welcome SKILLS USA 2011 Leadership Conference May 1-3.

o Providing the SynGas Association Annual Meeting with registration assistance.

o Processing Housing requests for the Appaloosa Horse Club's National Show.

o Coordinate site visit for the National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development.

o Post show actions for HSMAI Affordable Meetings Mid America. 

TYPROS
o Organizing big wheel fundraiser. 

o Interviewing potential tenants for The Forge. 

o Planning Unplugged and 360 orientation. 

Chamber welcomes new businesses
Each month the Tulsa Metro Chamber's Hospitality Club welcomes new businesses and new Chamber members to

the community by assisting with ribbon cuttings and groundbreaking announcements.

Welcome new members:
Clary Sage College

Community Action Project of Tulsa County, Inc.

Deep South Equipment Co.

Glacier Confections

Go West Restaurant and Saloon

K. Renee's Uniform Closet

Lettercrafts

Ludger's Catering & Private Dining

Oklahoma Technical College

Rupe Building Company
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The Dog House

Josh Lynch, Owner

1101 S. Detroit Avenue

Tulsa, OK 74102

Phone: 918.830.1990

www.doghousetulsa.com 

Hyatt Regency Tulsa

Jeff Keeley, General Manager

100 East 2nd Street

Tulsa, OK 74103

Phone: 918.582.9000

www.tulsa.hyatt.com 

Copyright 2011, Tulsa Metro Chamber, All  Rights Reserved. Designed and Developed by Cubic 

 

This e-mail is confidential and may be privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, (i) you should not read the contents of this e-mail or
any attachments, disclose them to any other person or use them in any way, and (ii)  please delete this e-mail and any attachments from your
system and notify the sender immediately. If you are the intended addressee, please do not forward or otherwise disclose this e-mail or any
attachments to any unauthorized person (for avoidance of doubt, please refer to the sender regarding authorized recipients). In the event of an
unauthorized disclosure, please notify the sender immediately.
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From: communications@tulsachamber.com

To: Wendy Gregory

Subject: Tulsa Metro Chamber - Monday Memo 11.26.12
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 4:44:34 PM

11.26.12
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Tulsa Metro Chamber hosts Greater Oklahoma City

Chamber for joint meeting

Governor rejects health care exchange, Medicaid expansion

BMX riders from around the globe pedal into Tulsa 

Mosaic announces 2013 chair, council meeting dates

Annual networking passes now on sale

Employers needed for Hiring Our Heroes event in Tulsa

What we're working on

Chamber welcomes new businesses

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Tulsa Metro Chamber hosts Greater Oklahoma City Chamber for joint meeting

Representatives from the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber traveled to

Tulsa last week to meet with leaders from the Tulsa Metro Chamber

for a joint executive committee meeting.

The joint meeting is held twice per year, once in Tulsa and once in

Oklahoma City, to discuss cooperative efforts for and against

upcoming issues and to discuss strategic initiatives to better the

state. A joint agenda is developed, identifying those priorities both

Chambers are supporting. 

Attendees approved the joint Tulsa and Oklahoma City legislative

agenda for the 2013 legislative session.

"We appreciate the strong partnership with the Oklahoma City

chamber," said Mike Neal, Tulsa Metro Chamber president and CEO. "It's an opportunity for chambers from

Oklahoma's two largest communities to align on those priority issues coming up in the next session and speak with

a stronger voice."

The two chambers will meet again in Oklahoma City in March.
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Governor rejects health care exchange, Medicaid expansion

Gov. Mary Fallin announced last week Oklahoma would not

participate in a health care exchange or expansion of

Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. 

"After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S.

Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not

pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange,"

Fallin said. "Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma

will not be participating in the Obama administration's

proposed expansion of Medicaid."

Medicaid expansion is a OneVoice priority, identified by the

Chamber, community and business leaders around the region

as a solution to Oklahoma's critical health care needs. The Affordable Care Act provides 100 percent federal funding

for the cost of newly eligible Medicaid patients for the first three years, after which funding is reduced to 90 percent

federal and 10 percent state. However, Fallin said economic realities put that promise in doubt.

"Ideally, the Chamber would've liked to have seen Gov. Fallin recognize the possible benefits of expanded Medicaid

funding," said Mike Neal, president and CEO of the Tulsa Metro Chamber. "The health of our employees and

workforce is integral to our success and therefore is a priority consideration when making decisions that impact our

economy."

Neal encouraged Gov. Fallin and legislative leaders to pursue the best flexible option for the future of health care in

Oklahoma through proactive discussions with the health care community. 

BMX riders from around the globe pedal into Tulsa

The Tulsa Sports Commission hosted the USA BMX Grand

Nationals last weekend, bringing more than $10 million in

economic impact to the Tulsa region. More than 3,500 entries

from at least 17 countries competed in front of approximately

6,000 people at the QuikTrip Center over three days of what

has been dubbed the "Greatest Race on Earth." 

"This is the 15th year the TSC has hosted this event," said

Ray Hoyt, senior vice president of VisitTulsa and the Tulsa

Sports Commission. "It's a great partnership with USA BMX

and we're always excited to host the Grand Nationals. It's the final competition in a season series of nearly 30, so it's

a great honor for Tulsa to host their grand finale each year, especially over Thanksgiving holidays, when tourist

activity is slow."

Olympic participants from 2008 and 2012 competed at the event, representing at least six countries. Professional

riders also participated in the Pro Spectacular Saturday night, where the public was invited to watch as the best

BMX riders from around the globe raced the man-made course in the QuikTrip Center.

"It takes more than 800 truckloads to create," Hoyt said. "That, along with a jumbotron and bleachers, are brought in

to accommodate the event. We want to keep them here and do what we can to make the event bigger and better

every year."

Mosaic announces 2013 chair, council meeting dates
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The Tulsa Metro Chamber's diversity council, Mosaic, has selected Jim

Langdon, publisher at Langdon Publishing, as the 2013 chair. Langdon

became involved with Mosaic through Shane Fernandez, current chair,

who will continue to be active in the program following his term.

"It's my mission to move the organization forward in the most logical and

organic way," said Langdon at a recent planning session for the 2013

year. 

The Mosaic mission is to leverage Tulsa's diversity to create an inclusive community and improve the economic and

social climate specifically in regards to business. The Mosaic program needs local business voices in order to

effectively create awareness and change. Monthly meetings are open to the public and the board welcomes new

attendees. 

For more information about Mosaic or to get a list of the 2013 monthly meeting dates, visit www.MosaicTulsa.com. 

Annual networking passes now on sale

Don't miss a single opportunity to network in 2013. Purchase

the Chamber's "Annual Pass" today to get into all nine 2013

Circuit Series events, including five Breakfast Networks, one

Roundtable Connection 5.0, two Business After Hours, and

the extremely popular Restaurant After Hours.

In addition to admittance to all nine events, Annual Pass

holders do not have to pre-register for each event and can

simply show up, grab a pre-printed nametag and begin

networking. Cost for the Annual Pass is just $125, a savings of

$20.

To purchase your Annual Pass, click here, or call

918.560.0212.

Employers needed for Hiring Our Heroes event in Tulsa

Tulsa-region businesses have an opportunity to participate

in the Hiring Our Heroes event next week to help connect

military veterans and employers. The Tulsa Metro Chamber

is a partner on the hiring event.

Hiring Our Heroes will be held Tuesday, Dec. 4 at Expo

Square Central Park Hall, 4503 E. 21st St. 

Employers must register (at no cost) at HOH.Greatjob.net;

job seekers are encouraged to register in order to guarantee

admission. For registration, please contact

hiringourheroes@uschamber.com or call 202.463.3110. For

additional information, contact Denise Reid at 918.560.0255

or denisereid@tulsachamber.com.

For more information, click here. 
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What we're working on

Executive Offices
Presenting at Tulsa Economic Development Commission meeting

Hosting Tulsa city councilor's luncheon

Attending Downtown Steering Committee workshop 

Hosting City of Tulsa/Tulsa Metro Chamber Leadership Retreat

New Business Development
Touring potential development sites with local broker

Attending opening of Tulsa Reentry One-Stop Center, a workforce feeder program

Meeting with aerospace company looking to expand operations to Tulsa area

Existing Business Development
Hosting Business Retention and Expansion program training

Attending the Governor's Unmanned Aerial Systems Council Meeting 

Attending Tulsa Area Partnership board meeting

Marketing, Communications and Events
Working on a number of 2013 publications and membership mailing pieces

Beginning to work on the annual meeting video

Continuing to draft the 2013 annual meeting script and speeches

Government Affairs
Attending City of Tulsa/Tulsa Chamber Management Retreat

Hosting City Council Luncheon

Resource Development 
Facilitating Sapulpa Chamber board retreat

Supporting year-end Tulsa's Future and BIZPAC fundraising efforts

Small Business
Attending Management Retreat

Attending the Small Business Council Holiday Party

Attending the City/Chamber Management Retreat

TYPros
Hosting Boomtown Awards 

Planning Family Friendly Event and Get on Board 

Creating presentation for the End of the Year Party

VisitTulsa
Meeting with Midwest Living & Meredith Travel Marketing

Attending the Tulsa Historical Society board meeting

Chamber welcomes new businesses

Each month the Tulsa Metro Chamber's Hospitality Club welcomes new businesses and new Chamber members to

the community by assisting with ribbon cuttings and groundbreaking announcements.

New members
ACE Heavy Haul LLC

Economasters, LLC

LANlynx, LLC

Phillips Theological Seminary

Revolution Health & Wellness
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Tulsa NPR radio - Governor"s Visit Met with Protests
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 2:40:43 PM

Governor's Visit Met with Protests

KWGS News (2011-03-24)

TULSA, OK (kwgs) - Protesters greet Governor Fallin as she is scheduled to speak at the Tulsa Country Club. She was addressing
the Oklahoma insurance underwriters.
.
The protesters were upset over her support of House Bill 2130. The measure sets up plans for the health-care exchanges in
Oklahoma. Fallin, when in Congress, voted against the measure and campaigned against it when running for Governor. T

he protesters fear accepting the federal government's $ 54-million will require Oklahoma accept what they call "Obamacare"

￼

One of the protesters at the Tulsa Country Club.

KWGS News photo

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/kwgs/news.newsmain/article/0/0/1779882/Local..and..Regional/Governor's.Visit.Met.with.Protests
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Tulsa world - Fallin, insurance commissioner defend decision to accept money
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 2:34:02 PM

Can view pic of protesters at link below

Fallin, insurance commissioner defend decision to accept money  

By RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer - 3/24/2011
Published: 3/24/2011
Last Modified: 3/24/2011  1:50 PM

 

Gov. Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak on Thursday defended Fallin's decision to
accept a $54 million federal grant to implement a state health insurance exchange.

Speaking separately to the Tulsa Health Underwriters Association at Tulsa Country Club, Fallin and Doak
said refusing to act could lead to the federal government imposing such a program.

Asked if the state could afford to implement an exchange without the federal money, Fallin said, "No,
We have a $500 million hole in our budget."

Doak, who campaigned almost exclusively on his opposition to last year's federal health care legislation,
said he was "very proud of the position (Fallin) she took."

Fallin said she remains opposed to the federal reform and hopes it will be reversed.

About a dozen protesters opposed to the grant picketed outside the club's main gate.

http://mobile.tulsaworld.com/adtracker.aspx?s=/article.aspx
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Tulsa world - Fallin, insurance commissioner defend decision to accept money
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 2:34:01 PM

Can view pic of protesters at link below

Fallin, insurance commissioner defend decision to accept money  

By RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer - 3/24/2011
Published: 3/24/2011
Last Modified: 3/24/2011  1:50 PM

 

Gov. Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak on Thursday defended Fallin's decision to
accept a $54 million federal grant to implement a state health insurance exchange.

Speaking separately to the Tulsa Health Underwriters Association at Tulsa Country Club, Fallin and Doak
said refusing to act could lead to the federal government imposing such a program.

Asked if the state could afford to implement an exchange without the federal money, Fallin said, "No,
We have a $500 million hole in our budget."

Doak, who campaigned almost exclusively on his opposition to last year's federal health care legislation,
said he was "very proud of the position (Fallin) she took."

Fallin said she remains opposed to the federal reform and hopes it will be reversed.

About a dozen protesters opposed to the grant picketed outside the club's main gate.

http://mobile.tulsaworld.com/adtracker.aspx?s=/article.aspx
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: maryfallin
Subject: Tulsa World and Journal Record Articles
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 8:05:00 AM

Fallin: State going strong
By D. Ray Tuttle 
The Journal Record 
Posted: 09:18 PM Tuesday, July 24, 2012
Gov. Mary Fallin gives an unofficial State of the State address in Tulsa. (Photo by Rip Stell)
TULSA – State officials remain engaged with American Airlines officials as the company
works its way through bankruptcy, Gov. Mary Fallin said on Tuesday.
Fallin delivered an informal State of the State address to more than 800 people in downtown
Tulsa for the Tulsa Metro Chamber.
“We remain in contact with American Airlines,” said Fallin, who met with reporters
afterward. “We want to help American in any way we can. We want American to be
successful and keep as many jobs in Tulsa and Oklahoma as possible.”
State officials are examining areas in which the airline might be eligible for incentives, she
said.
This month, two union work groups with the Transport Workers Union Local 14 reached
agreements on proposed contracts with American Airlines. The contracts with the groups –
Mechanic & Related and Stores – will allow American Airlines to achieve what it says are
cost savings necessary to compete. The tentative agreements will be put to a vote of TWU
members nationwide. That vote will end on about Aug. 8. Vote results will be revealed
before the judge rules on whether to terminate the contracts under Section 1113 of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code. That hearing is set for Aug. 15.
During her meeting with reporters, Fallin said the financial status of the state is its top
strength. In her address, Fallin said that when she assumed office, the Rainy Day Fund had
$2.03.
“Nothing to write home about,” Fallin said.
Today, the Rainy Day Fund has nearly $500 million, she said.
“We are fortunate to have several industry segments that strong – energy, aerospace,
manufacturing,” Fallin said.
The state is among the leading states in job creation in all of those areas, Fallin said.
While the state has a low jobless rate – Fallin cited 4.7 percent – there is the challenge to find
skilled, educated workers.
“There are businesses that cannot find the workers they need,” Fallin said. “We are working
with the state Department of Commerce to do things that match the skills of the workers with
the job openings.”
On health care, Fallin said she will not make a decision on how to budget for the federal
health care overhaul until the November general election. Fallin said she hoped for a change
in the White House and both the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives.
“There is so much that can happen between now and the elections,” Fallin said. “My
preference would be that we have a change of president and that President (Mitt) Romney
would repeal or replace the bill with a plan that’s more affordable. There are still a lot of
unanswered questions regarding the federal health care bill. We are weighing the financial
implications.”
Thirty-five states have not implemented the full force of the law, which the U.S. Supreme
Court upheld on a 5-4 vote in June.
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Fallin said spending to enforce the health care law would harm education, corrections and
other core governmental entities.
Fallin touched a wide range of subjects, from aviation to taxes, during her 40-minute
presentation.
Fallin promoted her compressed natural gas vehicle incentive plan. Fallin was in Detroit this
month trying to persuade automakers to produce more CNG vehicles.
“It is a little of the chicken-and-egg syndrome,” said Fallin, referring to what comes first –
the natural gas lines at filling stations or the CNG cars. “We are fortunate to live in a state
now that has abundance of resources such as oil and natural gas, and a people that
understands the importance of education, business, health care reform and a better quality of
life.”
American filed for bankruptcy protection on Nov. 29 and in February announced plans to
eliminate 13,000 union jobs, including 2,600 jobs in Tulsa, as part of its cost-cutting strategy.
 
 

DHS OKs raises for workers, foster care
 
OKLAHOMA CITY - Foster care parents and child welfare workers will be getting raises in
accordance with an improvement plan for abused and neglected children.
 
At a Tuesday meeting of the oversight commission of the Oklahoma Department of Human
Services, members voted to raise rates for foster families.
 
Interim Director Preston Doerflinger announced he is applying salary increases to child welfare
workers this month.
 
Workers will get an average of a 5 percent increase, or about $200 a month.
 
"It is about time we pay them what they should be paid," Doerflinger said. "This sends a message
to our current workers that you are important, you are valued and we will do what we say we will
do."
 
The raises and rate increases are part of the Pinnacle Plan, which is the child welfare improvement
plan stemming from a federal lawsuit settlement reached in January.
 
Friday is the deadline for a three-member panel of out-of-state experts to approve the plan, which
is in its second version.
 
The salaries and rates are on a plan to go up incrementally each year through fiscal year 2017.
 
Doerflinger said the salary increases may be tied to performance after next year.
 
"We are working through that now, but I felt we needed to get this in place for next year,"
Doerflinger said.
 
The daily rates for foster parents were set 30 years ago and have increased by $1.50 since then.
Rates are based on the age of the child.
 
The money is to be used for food, clothing, shelter, school supplies and personal incidentals.
 
"The current rate is significantly below the cost of living for that same time period," said Sandra
Harrison, DHS legislative liaison.
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Increases also will go up each year for the next five years, but the vote covers only the first year.
The Legislature provided money for the increases. For a child up to 5 years old, the rate will go
from $365 a month to about $403. By 2017, the rate is expected to be $557. For teenagers, the
monthly rate will go from the current $498 to $538 next year, and possibly up to $700 in 2017.
 
Therapeutic foster agencies will get an increase from $16.63 daily to $17.97 next year. Contracted
foster care agencies will get a jump from $39 a day to $40.40.
 
The commission meeting was the first for Myron Pope and Brandon Clabes, who were appointed
by Gov. Mary Fallin to replace Steven Dow and Anne Roberts, who resigned.
 
There is an open position on the commission from the death of Jay Dee Chase earlier this month.
Also, the term of Richard DeVaughn is up at the end of August.
 
In November, voters will decide whether to abolish the commission. If approved, the director will
be responsible to the governor and four citizen advisory panels will be created to provide
recommendations to the director and give oversight.
 
The Pinnacle Plan calls for involvement and accountability by the commission in the execution of
the plan.
 
To prepare for the possibility of the measure passing, commission chairman Wes Lane has asked
legislative leaders to name their designee to the children and families citizen advisory panel, which
would be one of the four panels create by law.
 
Lane said he will put those people on the current Pinnacle Plan committee immediately.
 
"So there will not be a break in oversight and the like," Lane said. "We both have a responsibility
to continue to do oversight and our job of asking hard questions we are called upon to do as a
commission.
 
"At the same time, we have a responsibility to at least be prepared for the possibility there will be
a transition if the commission is dissolved in November."
 
An update of the director search indicated that resumes will be due by Aug. 16. A California
search firm has been hired for about $15,000 to recruit possible candidates.
 
 
 
Future of SORC, NORCE discussed at DHS meeting
The meeting room was filled to standing room only with many wanting to speak about a pending
recommendation from a subcommittee about two state institutions for developmentally disabled
people.
 
A committee earlier recommended closing the Southern Oklahoma Resource Center in Pauls
Valley and keeping open Enid's Northern Oklahoma Resource Center. The centers are in disrepair
and will be in violation of safety codes if not significantly renovated, including updating fire
sprinkler systems.
 
Parents and guardians of the SORC residents argue it would be detrimental to the clients if they
were moved into community-based homes.
 

40749



SORC has 124 residents, costing about $432 a day. Next year's budget is about $23 million, and
NORCE has 111 residents at a cost of $398 a day and a budget next year of about $22.5 million.
 
Since July 2006, residents who have been moved from the facilities into community-based homes
include 47 from NORCE and 49 from SORC.
 
Parents and guardians told stories of abuse in community homes, the hardships on families if loved
ones were moved and the problems with transitions by residents
 
Judy Goodwin, executive director of the Oklahoma Community-based Providers, said the closure
of Hissom Memorial Center about 20 years ago is an example of how individuals can be
transitioned into homes. She said Oklahoma has more than 100 community-based providers who
provide individual care.
 
"I have heard concerns expressed that community-based services cannot provide the depth of
services necessary to serve individuals who have previously lived in or currently live in an
institutional setting," Goodwin said. "This is simply not true."
 
Goodwin offered to give tours and arrange for interviews with residents and families involved with
community housing.
 
Jim Nicholson, DHS director of developmental disabilities services division, said 190,000 people
lived in institutional care in the U.S. in 1970. Through incentives to de-institutionalize care by the
federal government and from lawsuits leading to the closure of facilities, that has fallen to about
30,000 in 2009.
 
Also, DHS has a waiting list of more than 6,500 developmentally disabled people for home
services.
 
 
 

Fallin won't decide on expanding Medicaid until
after election
 
Gov. Mary Fallin said she doesn’t anticipate making a decision on whether the state should accept
expanded Medicaid funding from the Affordable Care Act before November’s general election.
 
“We have some pretty tough decisions that we have to make ... about where we’re going to go,”
Fallin told the Tulsa Metro Chamber on Tuesday.
 
After her speech, Fallin told the press that the law - “Obamacare” to its opponents - is unaffordable
and unworkable for the state and federal governments.
 
But, she said, she needs more information before deciding on the Medicaid expansion element of
the proposal, which a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision made essentially optional for states.
 
“There’s still a lot of unanswered questions,” Fallin said. “We think it’s important to be
thoughtful.”
 
Under the law, states can expand their Medicaid programs to cover families up to 133 percent of
the federal poverty rate.
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Some Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid money, and some GOP legislators
have called on Fallin to do the same, but she said Tuesday that she is taking a cautious approach to
the decision.
 
She said she is drawing in all the stakeholders - hospitals, doctors, insurance companies and
consumers - for advice on how to proceed.
 
Fallin said she hopes that Mitt Romney is elected president in November and Republicans take
complete control of Congress, a combination that could spell an end to the Affordable Care Act.
 
 
Gov. Fallin says state's economy hinges on outside factors
 
Gov. Mary Fallin addresses the Tulsa Metro Chamber at the Tulsa Convention Center on Tuesday.
MATT BARNARD/Tulsa World By RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer
Published: 7/25/2012  2:24 AM
Last Modified: 7/25/2012  4:02 AM
 
Gov. Mary Fallin put a rosy face on the state's economy for the Tulsa Metro Chamber on Tuesday,
but she said the continued upward trend depends largely on things beyond Oklahoma's control.
 
"Oil and gas (tax revenues) have not been as high" in recent months, Fallin said after her State of
the State address in the Tulsa Convention Center Ballroom.
 
"We're monitoring oil and gas very closely. Overall, the economy is improving, and we have $500
million in the "rainy day" fund, but there are a lot of factors nationally. There are a lot of moving
factors in the national economy."
 
Earlier, Fallin told the audience of about 1,000 people that political and economic uncertainties
make predictions difficult. In response to a question from the floor about what she would tell
President Barack Obama were he to visit the state again - an apparent reference to Fallin's being
out of the state when Obama visited Oklahoma earlier this year - the governor said she would "talk
to him ... about a lot of things that are uncertain, in Congress and the administration, that not only
have a tremendous impact on the national economy but on Oklahoma's economy, as well."
 
Among them, Fallin said, are the national debt and the looming prospect of sequestration -
automatic spending cuts triggered by last year's debt-reduction agreement - as well as the potential
expiration of the so-called Bush tax cuts.
 
The national elections and the global economy, in neither of which Oklahoma has much say, could
well trump all other wild cards.
 
Fallin said the best course is to concentrate on business, including ancillary government functions
such as education, transportation and health care.
 
The governor also reviewed efficiency measures, including integration and upgrading of the state's
information technology systems and energy savings. Included in that is an initiative to work with
U.S. automakers to make available a greater variety of compressed natural gas-powered fleet
vehicles. Oklahoma was among 20 states to issue a request for proposals on Tuesday for
"affordable and functional" CNG cars and light trucks that state and local governments could order
in large quantities.
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On several occasions, Fallin stressed the importance of a "highly skilled, educated workforce" and
took some pains to defend this year's essentially flat common education budget. She said "baseline"
funding increased because $54 million added to last year's total through a supplemental
appropriation was included in this year's general appropriation bill.
 
Fallin also said education received an additional $20 million this year from the school land fund, a
state trust that manages land and mineral rights reserved for the support of schools.
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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State health care committee remains undecided on exchange 

by: WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer 
Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
11/16/2011 7:54:05 AM 

OKLAHOMA CITY -The legislative panel studying the state's response to the new federal health-care law 
adjourned Tuesday without making a decision about the most contentious issue facing it- whether the state 
should build a health insurance exchange that complies with the federal law. 

The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was created last year after legislative leaders tried and 
failed three times to create an exchange. During that turmoil Gov. Mary Fallin returned a $54 million federal 
grant that would have funded construction of a exchange. Fallin had previously accepted the grant 

Committee members will take two weeks to respond to a questionnaire on a variety of issues raised by the 
study, including the exchange issue, said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the panel. About two 
weeks after that process ends - perhaps in mid-December- recommendations to legislative leaders and the 
governor should be finished, he said. 

At the committee's previous meeting an official from the National Governors Association said the state 
realistically had to have the process for establishing an exchange rolling by April, before the federal 
government will start working on imposing an exchange on the state. 

A health insurance exchange - a requirement of the federal law - is an electronic marketplace where buyers 
can look at insurance options and make purchases with the help of federal tax credits. The exchanges also 
would be a means for people who are eligible for Medicaid to sign up for that program. 

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the committee, emphasized that issues beyond the 
exchange debate must be dealt with. 

"It's really not 'do we create an exchange, do we not create an exchange,"' Stanislawski said. "With as much 
as we've learned so far, there is still much to be learned." 

He outlined a variety of issues - from how to get Oklahomans to eat more healthfully to how to get more 
doctors ready to treat the slate's patients - that need to be addressed as a result of the committee's work. 

But the threat of a federally imposed exchange remains. 

"I think we continue to be skeptical about the state's seriousness in actually planning and implementing an 
exchange," said David Blatt of the Oklahoma Policy Institute. "This is a process that requires a lot of time and 
a lot of resources, and we have essentially done nothing for the last eight months." 

The extended period of inaction and the returned grant money make the chances of a state exchange seem 
increasingly unlikely, he said. 

If the state is gambling on the law's being thrown out by federal courts or Congress, a federal exchange could 
result, Blatt said. 

"We want a well-operated exchange that provides Oklahoma consumers with good health-care options, 
whether it's the federal government or the state government that does it," Blatt said. "Unless that law is 
overturned, there will be an Oklahoma exchange come 2014." 

But interest groups have urged the panel to establish a state exchange to diminish the federal government's 
ability to set health-care policy in the state. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/printetfriendlystory.aspx?articleid=20111116 _16 _A I_ 0... 11116/20 II 
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Stanislawski said one option has been described as a hybrid exchange, one that allows the state to control 
some aspects and leaves part of the job to the federal government. While federal officials have discussed 
such a plan, details have been slow to develop. 

Mulready said there are many options concerning an exchange, ranging from one that does not meet 
requirements of the federal law to one that is fully compliant. 

He said he and Stanislawski spent an hour Monday talking to U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., about the 
federal health-care law. 

He said Coburn's advice on that topic could be boiled down to two words: "Copy Utah." 

Utah built a free-market exchange before the federal law was enacted. Whether the Utah exchange meets 
the federal standards or will result in a federal system in that state is unclear at this point. 

Coburn also urged the panel not to allow a federal exchange to be imposed on the state. 

"You can't show defiance. You must show action. The last thing you want to do is allow (U.S. Health and 
Human Services Secretary) Kathleen Sebelius in here telling you exactly what to do and when and where," 
Mulready said Coburn told them. 

Page 2 of2 

Coburn also offered that he was "not optimistic whatsoever" about the chances of state challenges to the law 
that are now pending with the Supreme Court, Mulready said. 

Original Print Headline: Committee undecided on insurance exchange 
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wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com 
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OKLAHOMA CITY - The legislative panel studying the state's response to the new federal health-care law 
adjourned Tuesday without making a decision about the most contentious issue facing it- whether the state 
should build a health insurance exchange that complies with the federal law. 

The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was created last year after legislative leaders tried and 
failed three times to create an exchange. During that turmoil Gov. Mary Fallin returned a $54 million federal 
grant that would have funded construction of a exchange. Fallin had previously accepted the grant. 

Committee members will take two weeks to respond to a questionnaire on a variety of issues raised by the 
study, including the exchange issue, said Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the panel. About two 
weeks after that process ends - perhaps in mid-December - recommendations to legislative leaders and the 
governor should be finished, he said. 

At the committee's previous meeting an official from the National Governors Association said the state 
realistically had to have the process for establishing an exchange rolling by April, before the federal 
government will start working on imposing an exchange on the state. 

A health insurance exchange - a requirement of the federal law- is an electronic marketplace where buyers 
can look at insurance options and make purchases with the help of federal tax credits. The exchanges also 
would be a means for people who are eligible for Medicaid to sign up for that program. 

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, co-chairman of the committee, emphasized that issues beyond the 
exchange debate must be dealt with. 

"It's really not 'do we create an exchange, do we not create an exchange,"' Stanislawski said. "With as much 
as we've learned so far, there is still much to be learned." 

He outlined a variety of issues - from how to get Oklahomans to eat more healthfully to how to get more 
doctors ready to treat the state's patients - that need to be addressed as a result of the committee's work. 

But the threat of a federally imposed exchange remains. 

"I think we continue to be skeptical about the state's seriousness in actually planning and implementing an 
exchange," said David Blatt of the Oklahoma Policy Institute. 'This is a process that requires a lot of time and 
a lot of resources, and we have essentially done nothing for the last eight months." 

The extended period of inaction and the returned grant money make the chances of a state exchange seem 
increasingly unlikely, he said. 

If the state is gambling on the law's being thrown out by federal courts or Congress, a federal exchange could 
result, Blatt said. 

"We want a well-operated exchange that provides Oklahoma consumers with good health-care options, 
whether it's the federal government or the state government that does it," Blatt said. "Unless that law is 
overturned, there will be an Oklahoma exchange come 2014." 

But interest groups have urged the panel to establish a state exchange to diminish the federal government's 
ability to set health-care policy in the state. 
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Stanislawski said one option has been described as a hybrid exchange, one that allows the state to control 
some aspects and leaves part of the job to the federal government. While federal officials have discussed 
such a plan, details have been slow to develop. 

Mulready said there are many options concerning an exchange, ranging from one that does not meet 
requirements of the federal law to one that is fully compliant. 

He said he and Stanislawski spent an hour Monday talking to U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., about the 
federal health-care law. 

He said Coburn's advice on that topic could be boiled down to two words: "Copy Utah." 

Utah built a free-market exchange before the federal law was enacted. Whether the Utah exchange meets 
the federal standards or will result in a federal system in that state is unclear at this point. 

Coburn also urged the panel not to allow a federal exchange to be imposed on the state. 

"You can't show defiance. You must show action. The last thing you want to do is allow (U.S. Health and 
Human Services Secretary) Kathleen Sebelius in here telling you exactly what to do and when and where," 
Mulready said Coburn told them. 

Page 2 of2 

Coburn also offered that he was "not optimistic whatsoever" about the chances of state challenges to the law 
that are now pending with the Supreme Court, Mulready said. 
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To: maryfallin
Subject: Tulsa World Article
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 8:15:16 AM

Governor,
 
Here are today’s
 
TULSA WORLD ARTICLES
 
 
Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state
By World's Editorials Writers
Published: 7/6/2012  1:49 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  3:29 AM
 
Gov. Mary Fallin hasn't decided whether the state should accept new federal
Medicaid funding, a feature of the Affordable Care and Patient Protection Act,
which would provide health insurance for about 200,000 uninsured Oklahoma
adults.
 
She's getting lots of input from interested stakeholders, and not surprisingly
we have some of our own. Why not ask some of those 200,000 Oklahomans
who are probably losing sleep over health worries what they think about
participating in the Medicaid expansion?
 
The U.S. Supreme Court's ruling last week upholding most of the act paves
the way for implementation to continue. Most states already have made
significant or moderate progress toward implementation. Oklahoma is one of
only 17 states that so far have done nothing.
 
State leaders have indicated they will not take any steps toward creating a
health insurance exchange, another requirement of the act, preferring instead to
wait and hope that President Obama is defeated in November. That decision,
plus the fact some leaders in other states already are refusing the new
Medicaid funding, makes some observers believe Fallin won't want to take the
money either.
 
But even if Obama is defeated, it looks increasingly unlikely that health-care
reform will be tossed out in its entirety. Among other reasons, the fact that
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many Americans - including tens of thousands of Oklahomans - are benefiting
from its provisions makes complete repeal a tough proposition.
 
Providing insurance for 200,000 more Oklahomans who for various reasons
are unable to obtain it has many positive aspects. Not only would it be
beneficial to those obtaining insurance, but it also would greatly help health-
care providers and facilities by keeping costs down and reducing
uncompensated care.
 
And remember, if we don't accept the Medicaid funding, it's just going to end
up going to other states.
 
It's true that there would be an added cost to the state in future years, but that
would be more than offset by the savings that would be realized.
 
Political posturing is to be expected on this issue. But people's futures, lives
and health are at stake here. Shouldn't some things be more important than
making a political point? 
 
 
 
Gov. Fallin's daughter married seven weeks after annulment
 
By World Capitol Bureau
Published: 7/6/2012  1:53 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  5:01 AM
 
OKLAHOMA CITY - Gov. Mary Fallin's daughter, Christina Fallin, was
married Monday in Eureka Springs, Ark.
 
Eric K. Smith, 40, is a chef and the owner of Pachinko Parlor, a restaurant in
Oklahoma City. He also owns Sara Sara Cupcakes in Oklahoma City.
 
Alex Weintz, a spokesman for Mary Fallin, said Thursday, "Gov. Fallin is
happy for her daughter and wishes Christina and Eric the best."
 
Christina Fallin, 25, sought an annulment in April from Matthew William
Bacon after their June 10, 2011, marriage in Oklahoma City.
 
Fallin and Bacon held a wedding ceremony June 23, 2011, in Ireland. It was
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attended by Gov. Fallin and her husband, Wade Christensen.
 
The annulment was granted May 10.
 
Weintz said the Eureka Springs event was a private ceremony with no guests.
 
 
 
 
Romney's wife says woman being eyed for ticket
By STEVE PEOPLES Associated Press
Published: 7/6/2012  1:54 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  5:17 AM
 
 
WOLFEBORO, N.H. - Mitt Romney's wife has confirmed a tidbit about the
vice presidential search process her husband largely has been keeping secret:
He's considering choosing a woman.
 
"We've been looking at that, and I love that option as well," Ann Romney told
CBS News in a joint interview with her husband that was broadcast Thursday.
She added: "There's a lot of people that Mitt is considering right now."
 
The disclosure came as the Republican presidential candidate, vacationing
with his family at their lakeside estate in Wolfeboro, faced mounting criticism
from inside the party about the state of his campaign.
 
Officially, the campaign says Romney is doing what he's done for the past
decade - enjoying family time during a weeklong holiday in New Hampshire.
It's also a break from the campaign trail and a chance to relax before the pre-
convention push. But unofficially, the bit of down time is a chance for the
contemplative Romney to consider who to tap for the No. 2 slot, how the
campaign is going and whether to adjust strategy in a contest that polls show
is close.
 
Romney declined in the interview to describe the status of the vice
presidential search, saying: "That's something I'm keeping close with my
team." He also didn't respond to growing calls within Republican circles for
him to shake up his staff after a series of missteps. Among them: his
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campaign's initial refusal to side with Republicans who agree with the
Supreme Court that the penalty included in President Barack Obama's health
care mandate amounts to a tax. Romney eventually agreed with that
assessment and, in doing so, broke with a key spokesman.
 
All that has conservative opinion leaders, including media titan Rupert
Murdoch, calling for Romney to shake up his top staff. GOP officials in key
states also are increasingly calling on Romney to talk about issues beyond his
key message - that the economy remains weak under Obama - and to be more
specific about what he would do as president.
 
Ann Romney also sketched out her own requirements for what she'd like to
see in a running mate, saying the person should be "someone that obviously
can do the job but will be able to carry through with some of the other
responsibilities."
 
Inside Republican circles, speculation also is high about who Romney will
choose, with his search well under way and his self-imposed deadline for
picking someone "before the convention" looming large. It's the biggest
decision he will make between now and when he accepts the GOP presidential
nomination in late August.
 
Talk among GOP insiders has focused on men as likely top prospects,
including Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty,
Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie and Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal.
 
But no less than a half-dozen other names also have popped up, including
New Hampshire Republican Sen. Kelly Ayotte - who walked in a July Fourth
parade with Romney on Wednesday - as well as South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley, New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez and former eBay CEO Meg
Whitman.
 
In April, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's name was floated during a segment on
ABC's "Good Morning America." Fallin said at the time that she was flattered
and honored that her name would be mentioned as a possible running mate for
Romney, but she has not been contacted by the Romney campaign.
 
The only time Romney has said anything substantive about the running mate
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search was last month when he said his advisers were "thoroughly vetting"
Rubio. Romney commented after news reports surfaced citing unnamed
advisers who said the Florida senator was not being considered. 
 
 
 
 
Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process
 
By BARBARA HOBEROCK World Capitol Bureau
Published: 7/6/2012  1:49 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  5:01 AM
 
OKLAHOMA CITY - An Oklahoma group is planning an educational
campaign in an effort to pass a state question that would remove the governor
from the parole process for nonviolent offenders.
 
Citizens for Responsible Parole met Thursday in Oklahoma City. The group
has been meeting off and on for a few years, said John C. Pearson, chairman.
 
The group hopes to broaden its support and find donors to assist it financially
with an advertising campaign. The group also discussed using social media,
such as Facebook, to get its message out.
 
Pearson said the group has a lot more time than money. He added that
although State Question 762 is not an issue that will be on the radar for a lot
of people, it won't be impossible to raise dollars.
 
The measure will appear on the Nov. 6 ballot.
 
Supporters say the measure is needed to reduce the costs of incarceration.
 
Many offenders, not happy with the parole system, are opting to finish their
sentences and be released without supervision rather than seek parole early
and be supervised, supporters say.
 
"Oklahoma incarcerates too many low-risk offenders," said Robert Rainey, a
former longtime Board of Corrections member.
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The group is relying on faith-based organizations, Citizens United for the
Rehabilitation of Errants, offenders and former offenders to assist in
educational efforts.
 
For far too long, the Department of Corrections has had the money only to
feed and house offenders, not to rehabilitate them, Pearson said.
 
"It is the Department of Corrections," he said. "We are not doing any
correcting."
 
Rainey said the current economic model for the agency is unsustainable.
 
Lynn Powell, Oklahoma director of Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of
Errants, said that if families of current offenders and former offenders came
together with volunteers, they would be the largest voting bloc in the state
because so many people have experience with the system.
 
But Department of Corrections Director Justin Jones said that nationally,
family members of offenders have a low voter-registration rate.
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

40762

mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: maryfallin
Subject: Tulsa World Article
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 8:17:00 AM

Governor,
 
Here are today’s Tulsa World articles.
 
Let me know if you need anything else.
 
 
 
TULSA WORLD ARTICLES
 
 
Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state
By World's Editorials Writers
Published: 7/6/2012  1:49 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  3:29 AM
 
Gov. Mary Fallin hasn't decided whether the state should accept new federal
Medicaid funding, a feature of the Affordable Care and Patient Protection Act,
which would provide health insurance for about 200,000 uninsured Oklahoma
adults.
 
She's getting lots of input from interested stakeholders, and not surprisingly
we have some of our own. Why not ask some of those 200,000 Oklahomans
who are probably losing sleep over health worries what they think about
participating in the Medicaid expansion?
 
The U.S. Supreme Court's ruling last week upholding most of the act paves
the way for implementation to continue. Most states already have made
significant or moderate progress toward implementation. Oklahoma is one of
only 17 states that so far have done nothing.
 
State leaders have indicated they will not take any steps toward creating a
health insurance exchange, another requirement of the act, preferring instead to
wait and hope that President Obama is defeated in November. That decision,
plus the fact some leaders in other states already are refusing the new
Medicaid funding, makes some observers believe Fallin won't want to take the
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money either.
 
But even if Obama is defeated, it looks increasingly unlikely that health-care
reform will be tossed out in its entirety. Among other reasons, the fact that
many Americans - including tens of thousands of Oklahomans - are benefiting
from its provisions makes complete repeal a tough proposition.
 
Providing insurance for 200,000 more Oklahomans who for various reasons
are unable to obtain it has many positive aspects. Not only would it be
beneficial to those obtaining insurance, but it also would greatly help health-
care providers and facilities by keeping costs down and reducing
uncompensated care.
 
And remember, if we don't accept the Medicaid funding, it's just going to end
up going to other states.
 
It's true that there would be an added cost to the state in future years, but that
would be more than offset by the savings that would be realized.
 
Political posturing is to be expected on this issue. But people's futures, lives
and health are at stake here. Shouldn't some things be more important than
making a political point? 
 
 
 
Gov. Fallin's daughter married seven weeks after annulment
 
By World Capitol Bureau
Published: 7/6/2012  1:53 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  5:01 AM
 
OKLAHOMA CITY - Gov. Mary Fallin's daughter, Christina Fallin, was
married Monday in Eureka Springs, Ark.
 
Eric K. Smith, 40, is a chef and the owner of Pachinko Parlor, a restaurant in
Oklahoma City. He also owns Sara Sara Cupcakes in Oklahoma City.
 
Alex Weintz, a spokesman for Mary Fallin, said Thursday, "Gov. Fallin is
happy for her daughter and wishes Christina and Eric the best."
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Christina Fallin, 25, sought an annulment in April from Matthew William
Bacon after their June 10, 2011, marriage in Oklahoma City.
 
Fallin and Bacon held a wedding ceremony June 23, 2011, in Ireland. It was
attended by Gov. Fallin and her husband, Wade Christensen.
 
The annulment was granted May 10.
 
Weintz said the Eureka Springs event was a private ceremony with no guests.
 
 
 
 
Romney's wife says woman being eyed for ticket
By STEVE PEOPLES Associated Press
Published: 7/6/2012  1:54 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  5:17 AM
 
 
WOLFEBORO, N.H. - Mitt Romney's wife has confirmed a tidbit about the
vice presidential search process her husband largely has been keeping secret:
He's considering choosing a woman.
 
"We've been looking at that, and I love that option as well," Ann Romney told
CBS News in a joint interview with her husband that was broadcast Thursday.
She added: "There's a lot of people that Mitt is considering right now."
 
The disclosure came as the Republican presidential candidate, vacationing
with his family at their lakeside estate in Wolfeboro, faced mounting criticism
from inside the party about the state of his campaign.
 
Officially, the campaign says Romney is doing what he's done for the past
decade - enjoying family time during a weeklong holiday in New Hampshire.
It's also a break from the campaign trail and a chance to relax before the pre-
convention push. But unofficially, the bit of down time is a chance for the
contemplative Romney to consider who to tap for the No. 2 slot, how the
campaign is going and whether to adjust strategy in a contest that polls show
is close.
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Romney declined in the interview to describe the status of the vice
presidential search, saying: "That's something I'm keeping close with my
team." He also didn't respond to growing calls within Republican circles for
him to shake up his staff after a series of missteps. Among them: his
campaign's initial refusal to side with Republicans who agree with the
Supreme Court that the penalty included in President Barack Obama's health
care mandate amounts to a tax. Romney eventually agreed with that
assessment and, in doing so, broke with a key spokesman.
 
All that has conservative opinion leaders, including media titan Rupert
Murdoch, calling for Romney to shake up his top staff. GOP officials in key
states also are increasingly calling on Romney to talk about issues beyond his
key message - that the economy remains weak under Obama - and to be more
specific about what he would do as president.
 
Ann Romney also sketched out her own requirements for what she'd like to
see in a running mate, saying the person should be "someone that obviously
can do the job but will be able to carry through with some of the other
responsibilities."
 
Inside Republican circles, speculation also is high about who Romney will
choose, with his search well under way and his self-imposed deadline for
picking someone "before the convention" looming large. It's the biggest
decision he will make between now and when he accepts the GOP presidential
nomination in late August.
 
Talk among GOP insiders has focused on men as likely top prospects,
including Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty,
Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie and Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal.
 
But no less than a half-dozen other names also have popped up, including
New Hampshire Republican Sen. Kelly Ayotte - who walked in a July Fourth
parade with Romney on Wednesday - as well as South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley, New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez and former eBay CEO Meg
Whitman.
 
In April, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's name was floated during a segment on
ABC's "Good Morning America." Fallin said at the time that she was flattered
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and honored that her name would be mentioned as a possible running mate for
Romney, but she has not been contacted by the Romney campaign.
 
The only time Romney has said anything substantive about the running mate
search was last month when he said his advisers were "thoroughly vetting"
Rubio. Romney commented after news reports surfaced citing unnamed
advisers who said the Florida senator was not being considered. 
 
 
 
 
Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process
 
By BARBARA HOBEROCK World Capitol Bureau
Published: 7/6/2012  1:49 AM
Last Modified: 7/6/2012  5:01 AM
 
OKLAHOMA CITY - An Oklahoma group is planning an educational
campaign in an effort to pass a state question that would remove the governor
from the parole process for nonviolent offenders.
 
Citizens for Responsible Parole met Thursday in Oklahoma City. The group
has been meeting off and on for a few years, said John C. Pearson, chairman.
 
The group hopes to broaden its support and find donors to assist it financially
with an advertising campaign. The group also discussed using social media,
such as Facebook, to get its message out.
 
Pearson said the group has a lot more time than money. He added that
although State Question 762 is not an issue that will be on the radar for a lot
of people, it won't be impossible to raise dollars.
 
The measure will appear on the Nov. 6 ballot.
 
Supporters say the measure is needed to reduce the costs of incarceration.
 
Many offenders, not happy with the parole system, are opting to finish their
sentences and be released without supervision rather than seek parole early
and be supervised, supporters say.
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"Oklahoma incarcerates too many low-risk offenders," said Robert Rainey, a
former longtime Board of Corrections member.
 
The group is relying on faith-based organizations, Citizens United for the
Rehabilitation of Errants, offenders and former offenders to assist in
educational efforts.
 
For far too long, the Department of Corrections has had the money only to
feed and house offenders, not to rehabilitate them, Pearson said.
 
"It is the Department of Corrections," he said. "We are not doing any
correcting."
 
Rainey said the current economic model for the agency is unsustainable.
 
Lynn Powell, Oklahoma director of Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of
Errants, said that if families of current offenders and former offenders came
together with volunteers, they would be the largest voting bloc in the state
because so many people have experience with the system.
 
But Department of Corrections Director Justin Jones said that nationally,
family members of offenders have a low voter-registration rate.
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: maryfallin
Subject: Tulsa World Articles
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:37:00 AM

Governor,
 
Here are the Tulsa World articles. Let me know if you need anything else.
 
Tulsa World Articles
 
 
 
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces
Republican balancing act
 
By Wayne Greene 918-
Published: 7/8/2012  2:19 AM
Last Modified: 7/8/2012  6:09 AM
 
 
 
Check out bios of political candidates and previous stories from the Political Report.
 
 
I spoke recently with two friends - both Republicans, both in positions to know what they're talking
about - and they paint very different pictures of how things will go in the Oklahoma Legislature
next year.
 
They agree on one point - the tea party hasn't peaked in its influence in the Legislature.
 
While incumbent Republicans turned back high-profile tea-party challenges, tea-party candidates
did very well in open seats in the recent GOP primary.
 
After the November election, it's reasonable to expect the tea-party coalition in the state House to
have about a quarter of the seats.
 
Another quarter will be held by Democrats.
 
Where my friends part ways is in the remaining half of the state House.
 
One friend said roughly a quarter of the House is made up of mainstream Republicans who were
part of Speaker of the House Kris Steele's leadership coalition and who supported the unsuccessful
candidacy of Rep. Jeff Hickman, R-Dacoma, to be the next speaker.
 
The final quarter supported Rep. T.W. Shannon's bid. Shannon, R-Lawton, won with the support of
tea-party Republicans, who had made no secret of their grudges with Steele.
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So, my first Republican friend says, you have a deeply divided House in four schisms. The
Shannon wing will have all the leadership positions, but they will have three-quarters of the House
predisposed to resistance. The House becomes a four-ring circus where nothing gets done.
 
My other friend says not to worry about the divisions. There might be three wings of the
Republican Party in the House, but they're all still Republicans, and they're going to have
something close to three-quarters of the vote.
 
They might fight in caucus from time to time, but when it comes down to it, they'll come together
in a common Republican agenda.
 
It doesn't take a very long memory to see what happens when the dominant caucus is divided.
 
Last year, Gov. Mary Fallin, Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, and Steele
agreed to a plan to reduce the state's top income tax rate and eliminate a series of tax credits. It
was set to be the governor's signature achievement for the year.
 
But, when it came down to it, Steele couldn't sell it to his own caucus, even with the help of Fallin.
 
In public and private, Steele had been struggling with elements within his own caucus for two
years, and it all fell apart in May.
 
It wasn't an easy tax deal to sell - eliminating the tax credits would mean a lot of people would
actually see their taxes go up - but there's no doubt that with a more unified caucus, it was doable.
It was done in the Senate, after all.
 
In the final days, the House caucus came up with its own alternative tax-cutting plan, but the
Senate balked at that idea.
 
The result: an overwhelmingly Republican Legislature and a Republican governor - all of whom
were disposed to cut taxes - couldn't.
 
In other words, from a political perspective, it's not just members of the House who have a stake in
making sure the House runs smoothly.
 
Both of my friends agreed that the focus for making the House work will be on Shannon.
 
Can he bring together the Republican factions in a common agenda? Can he heal any remaining
wounds between his faction and the Hickman Republicans, and can he do so without disaffecting
his own coalition? Can he bring on board enough of the tea-party Republicans, again without
losing the support of the chamber of commerce GOP?
 
The Republican caucus in the House is so large and so diverse that it will take a masterful political
tactician to make the center hold.
 
Shannon will have to walk a fine line in distributing leadership positions and designing an agenda
that keeps all sides happy - or at least enough of all sides sufficiently not unhappy to allow the
Republican Party to go from a numerically dominant party to a governing one.
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587
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Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Dan
Arthrell... Rep. Mike Ritze
By Staff Reports
Published: 7/8/2012  2:19 AM
Last Modified: 7/8/2012  6:13 AM
 
Gov. Mary Fallin
Just back from Canada, the state's chief executive is headed to London.
 
She didn't get a tax cut this year, but she did get some frequent flier miles.
 
Dan Arthrell
Now that it doesn't matter any more, the state election board says he probably really won last
April's District 71 election.
 
Every vote counts, except when they aren't counted right.
 
Rep. Mike Ritze
Says the Supreme Court doesn't get to determine Obamacare's constitutionality, the Oklahoma
Legislature does.
 
Chief Justice Roberts, step aside.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Obamatrip?
Feds foot air show travel billBy World's Editorials Writers
Published: 7/7/2012  2:07 AM
Last Modified: 7/7/2012  3:32 AM
 
Thanks to a federal government grant to the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, seven modestly
sized state manufacturers, including four Tulsa firms, will be able to participate next week in the
Farnborough International Air Show southwest of London.
 
Those companies will be among some 50 Oklahoma firms that will participate in the show, along
with Gov. Mary Fallin and other state, chamber and business-group officials.
 
The federal grant involved is through the State Trade and Export Promotion Program, or STEP,
and is intended to help smaller firms that otherwise might not be able to participate.
 
The Farnborough air show is one of the two most important aerospace industry trade fairs in the
world and there is great potential value to the state by having a presence there, in terms of new
business for Oklahoma firms large and small. Aerospace, after all, is a big part of Oklahoma's
economy and Tulsa's in particular.
 
The use of federal funds to pay for at least a part of Oklahoma's delegation raises a question. Why
is it OK for the state to accept government money, from the Obama administration, to pay for this
trip when it is not OK - as far as the governor and many state leaders are concerned - to accept
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federal money to extend Medicaid coverage to 200,000 uninsured Oklahomans or to set up health
care exchanges under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act?
 
Why is the anti-federal government element in the Legislature and the state leadership not railing
against the use of this federal money, demanding that we refuse to accept it and insisting that we
can do it by ourselves?
 
What is the measuring stick by which we judge that this federal money is good while that federal
money is bad?
 
Make no mistake, we believe that Oklahoma participation in the big air show is worthwhile. But
we wonder about accepting federal money to pay for it while we refuse to accept federal money to
improve the health care of thousands of Oklahomans.
 
Dare we call this Obamatrip? 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: maryfallin
Subject: Tulsa World Articles
Date: Monday, August 06, 2012 8:40:00 AM

Governor,
 
Below are today’s password protected articles from the Tulsa World.
 
Please let me know if you need anything else.
 
 
Big savings
Medicaid expansion good for Oklahoma By World's Editorials Writers
Published: 8/4/2012  2:26 AM
Last Modified: 8/4/2012  4:30 AM
 
More reason why Gov. Mary Fallin ought to accept the Medicaid
expansion under the federal Affordable Care Act: It could save the state
$47.8 million it is spending on health services for lower-income
Oklahomans.
 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority's first estimates are that accepting
the federal funding would save the Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse $34 million, the Department of Corrections $11.2
million and the Health Department $2.4 million. The savings would be
accomplished by shifting services now completely funded with state
dollars to Medicaid funding. That would allow the state to shift its
money to other uses or to expand other health-care services to low-
income Oklahomans.
 
"I think it's darn sure one of the selling points for accepting" the
Medicaid expansion, said Michael Brose, executive director of the
Mental Health Association in Tulsa.
 
Brose told the Tulsa World's Wayne Greene that accepting the
increased federal funding would let Oklahoma serve more mentally ill
people, give doctors and other service providers desperately needed
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rate increases and bring more crisis beds to northeastern Oklahoma.
The result would be more productive, tax-paying citizens, without
increasing cost to the state.
 
Improving mental health services without increasing state funding is
just one of the potential benefits to be had by accepting the Medicaid
expansion. The main one is that it would provide health insurance to
200,000 Oklahomans, or about a third of the 600,000 who are now
uninsured.
 
Fallin has indicated that the state will wait until after the November
presidential election to decide whether to accept the Medicaid
expansion. She and legislative leaders are hoping that President Barack
Obama will be defeated for re-election and that the Affordable Care
Act, his signature legislative achievement, will be repealed. That
position is not in the best interest of Oklahoma or its citizens, far too
many of whom are without health coverage and depend on emergency
rooms for their health care. 
By World's Editorials Writers
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120804_61_A20_Morere305329
 
 
 
 
Residents evacuated Saturday as fires burn thousands of acres in
Creek County
 
Residents of Mannford and Drumright were evacuated from their
homes Saturday as raging fires burned thousands of acres across Creek
County and Oklahoma.
 
Creek County was one of the hardest-hit areas with 32,000 acres
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burned, according to the Oklahoma Department of Emergency
Management. Two National Guard helicopters as well as a host of area
fire departments fought the flames.
 
“I’ve never seen a fire at all, but you could hear it coming,” said Tulsa
World employee Chris Clements, who lives 3½ miles west of
Mannford. “It sounded like a giant pan of bacon frying, and you could
hear it blocks away.”
 
Peggy Dudley, who lives north of Mannford, said of the fire: “It moved
like a freight train.”
 
The fires were among at least 10 reported burning Saturday in
Oklahoma, where a severe drought has parched the landscape and high
winds made battling the blazes difficult.
 
 
 
Outside of the Creek County blaze, fires include one about 35 miles to
the west in Payne County. Emergency management officials ordered
residents of Mannford and Drumright to leave their homes, according
to Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management spokeswoman
Keli Cain. Glencoe, in nearby Payne County, was also evacuated.
 
Cain said no serious injuries had been reported.
 
Fires in Pittsburg County also led to evacuations near Lake Eufaula.
 
The fires spread smoke and soot into Tulsa County. A Saturday
evening storm provided little relief, dropping one-tenth of an inch of
rain in the Tulsa area, weather service officials reported.
 
 
Patience urged
A Mannford Red Cross shelter, where 40 people stayed Friday night,
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had to be shut down Saturday because it lost power. It was moved to
the United Methodist Church in Sand Springs.
 
The Red Cross opened several shelters Saturday night to accommodate
evacuees from Mannford, Drumright and Glencoe.
 
More than 20 agencies including fire departments, law enforcement
agencies and assistance organizations from across the state have
responded to the fires.
 
A fire near Kellyville caused the Turner Turnpike to shut down
between Tulsa and Bristow for several hours Saturday.
 
Creek County Commissioner Newt Stephens asked Creek County
residents to be patient and to stay away from the flames raging in the
northern part of the county.
 
“Keep the gawkers out, and those that are wanting to go in and look. I
know it’s a big deal, but it’s just not safe to do that,” Stephens told
reporters.
 
“When the wind comes up and a big flame comes across and the cedar
trees look like dynamite going off, it gets scary out there.”
 
A Mannford dispatcher said around noon Saturday there were too many
fires to count. All of Sapulpa’s fire crews were spread throughout the
county including Kellyville.
 
A Beggs dispatcher said that fire crews spent all day Friday assisting
Mannford and Twin Hills, east of Beggs.
 
Crews were providing food and drinks for emergency responders and
operating a command center at the intersection of Oklahoma 33 and
Oklahoma 48.
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More than 20 agencies, including fire departments, law enforcement
agencies and assistance organizations, from across the state have
responded to the fires, Stephens said.
 
The Oklahoma Emergency Operations Center reported at least 40
structures have been destroyed in the wildfire in Creek County.
 
Many people who were evacuated Friday night have not been able to
return to their homes, and some don’t know if they even have a home
to return to.
 
Karen Miller was coming back from Tulsa on Friday night but wasn’t
able to get to her home west of Mannford off Oklahoma 51 because the
highway was closed.
 
“It was shocking,” Miller said. “I worry about the dogs. You’re just
caught off guard, just waiting.”
 
Stephens said residents who were evacuated need to register with the
American Red Cross at the designated shelter in Mannford.
 
“I know everyone wants to go (home) and check things out, but it’s not
a good idea,” Stephens said.
 
 
Luther devastation
A fire near Luther, some 25 miles northeast of Oklahoma City,
destroyed nearly five dozen homes and other buildings before
firefighters were able to gain some measure of control Saturday.
 
Authorities suspect the fire near Luther may have been intentionally
set, while the cause of the others was undetermined. The Oklahoma
County sheriff’s department said it was looking for someone in a black
pickup truck who was seen throwing newspapers out a window after
setting them ablaze.

40777



 
Department spokeswoman Mary Myers said there were “no arrests, no
suspects” but deputies were “working around the clock” to find anyone
responsible.
 
Gov. Mary Fallin toured Luther on Saturday, hugging residents whose
homes and belongings were destroyed by the fire that swept through
treetops on 24 mph winds.
 
“It’s heart-breaking to see families that have lost so much,” Fallin said
after talking with some who were milling around the still-smoking
debris that had been their homes. “I gave them a hug, told them I was
sorry.”
 
The fire burned just over 4 square miles, including an area near the
Turner Turnpike, which carries Interstate 44 between Oklahoma City
and Tulsa. The superhighway was briefly closed Friday and traffic was
diverted onto old Route 66.
 
On Saturday, those returning to their homes in Luther found charred
timbers poking from the debris and the burned out shells of
refrigerators, washers and dryers.
 
“It makes me feel sad,” said Victoria Landavazo, clutching a young
child in her arms. “It’s all gone. All of our family pictures, everything
was there.”
 
Her neighbors, Douglas and Rebecca Kolar, spoke with their insurance
agent in front of the remains of their home. Rebecca Kolar saw footage
of it burning the night before on television.
 
“They thought the fire was going behind (the neighborhood),” she said.
“And then the wind shifted, and it was too quick. We couldn’t do
anything.”
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She said she was able to gather her children, three dogs and some
family photos before her house and six others on the street caught fire
and burned.
 
Casey Strahan said he went outside after power went out in the home he
rents about 4:30 p.m. He looked south and saw smoke rising in the
distance. He thought it was moving away from him until police ordered
him to leave. He rushed through the house, grabbing clothing, photos
and a computer as he went. When he returned Saturday, he found the
house burned to the ground.
 
“I just never thought it was really going to get us,” said Strahan, a
softball and girls basketball coach at Luther High School.
 
The summer in Oklahoma is shaping up to be much like last year’s,
with little rainfall, low humidity and temperatures exceeding 110
degrees in many locations. The Oklahoma Forestry Commission said
that means it also could be another bad year for wildfires.
 
“I think it’s going to be right up there, (as among the worst) in
memories, at least,” said Michelle Finch-Walker, an agency
spokeswoman. She predicted the number of fires could end up being
similar to last year, when the agency fought about 1,800 wildfires.
 
 
Insurance claims
Spokesman Jim Camoriano with State Farm Insurance said about 15
homeowner’s claims had been submitted statewide as of noon Saturday.
 
Most of the claims came from the Oklahoma City area, but he said he
expects more to be submitted after evacuations are lifted and residents
are allowed back into their homes to assess the damage.
 
“It’s been heart-wrenching to watch it unfold across the state today,”
Camoriano said. “Certainly, our thoughts are out to those that are in
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harm’s way.”
 
He advised homeowners to keep a clean perimeter around their homes
and combustibles away from the residence.
 
He said homeowners should be familiar with their policy to avoid being
underinsured. A provision for additional living expenses such as
lodging, food and pet care during an emergency may be available.
 
It’s also important to keep a current inventory complete with
photographs or videos of valuable items in the home. The inventory,
video or photos should be stored away from the house.
 
World staff writers Susan Hylton, Sara Plummer and Amanda Bland,
and Associated Press writers Tim Talley and Ken Miller contributed to
this report.
Summary of fires
According to an Department of Emergency Management report at 5:15
p.m. Saturday, fires were burning across the state. A summary of the
fires at that time:
 
Creek County: Evacuations were under way west and southwest of
Mannford and Drumright. The fire has burned 32,000 acres and two
National Guard helicopters are assisting.
 
Pittsburg County: Homes were being evacuated near Lake Eufaula,
according to the Pittsburg County Emergency Management. A fire was
reported 10 miles west, southwest of Quinton at Lick Creek Road near
Lake Eufaula. Homes have been evacuated. A National Guard
helicopter was assisting in the firefight.
 
An additional fire in Pittsburgh County was reported near 31 Landing
off Highway 31. Seven fire departments were responding.
 
Stillwater area: Stillwater Emergency Management reported a fire
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between Stillwater and Glencoe. Two National Guard helicopters were
en route. Glencoe and Ingles fire departments were on the scene, along
with OSU Fire Service Training. Evacuations in Glencoe and the
surrounding area are under way.
 
Lincoln County: A fire near Drumright led to evacuations. The fire was
between County Road 750 and County Road 3520.
 
Kiowa County: A fire had cut off water to Altus and other communities
in the area, according to the Kiowa County Emergency Management.
 
Cleveland County: Multiple counties and a National Guard helicopter
were on the scene at a fire in the Noble/Slaughterville area, which is
south of Norman.
 
Oklahoma County: A fire that charred thousands of acres in Luther on
Friday continued Saturday. Early reports indicated approximately 56
structures were destroyed since Friday.
 
Pottawatomie County: A fire was reported on Interstate 40 at mile
marker 181 through 183.
 
Woods County: A fire in the northwest Oklahoma county was reported
at Oklahoma Highway 14 and Avard Road. Four fire departments were
responding.
 
More than 52,000 acres had burned statewide, according the Oklahoma
Forestry Services:
 
* In Creek County, 32,000 acres burned.
 
* In Grady County south of Chickahsa, a fire near the community of
Ninnekah had burned 9,600 acres.
 
* The Noble/Slaughterville fire consumed 7,900 acres.
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* The Luther Fire had burned 2,600 acres.
 
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120804_11_0_Thousa194749
 
 
 
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin faces tough political
decision on Medicaid
 
The debate over whether the state should accept federal funding for a
big expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act brings to
mind one of the great turning points in Oklahoma political history.
 
In 1930, mired in the Great Depression, Oklahomans elected the
enigmatic William "Alfalfa Bill" Murray as governor.
 
Murray was a lot like Oklahoma at the time: ornery, countrified and
politically volatile.
 
He had been one of the dominant political figures in the state's
constitutional convention, got himself elected the first speaker of the
House of Representatives and served briefly in Congress before
political reversals sent him into a self-imposed exile in South America.
 
The Great Depression reinvigorated his odd brand of populism and sent
him to the governor's mansion, where he quickly gained a national
reputation of sorts - like the eccentric uncle living in the neighbor's attic
that everyone liked to talk about.
 
He threatened to go to war with Texas over a toll bridge, declared
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martial law 34 times and is reputed to have left several bullet holes in
the ceiling of the governor's office.
 
He got a lot of gee-whiz ink from the national media, which he mistook
for political momentum. Thus began an ill-fated 1932 presidential
campaign with the forgettable motto of "bread, butter, bacon and
beans."
 
It turns out that while folks were happy to laugh at Oklahoma's
eccentric uncle, no one really wanted him in charge of the
neighborhood. Murray got whipped by another governor, Franklin
Roosevelt.
 
Driven by ideological distrust of big government and no small dose of
jealously for FDR, Murray did everything he could to frustrate the
introduction of the New Deal in Oklahoma.
 
He refused to accept some programs that were supposed to run through
the state, blocked local governments from access to other flow-though
programs and polluted others with patronage cronies.
 
As a result, the bitterest years of the Depression were even more bitter
in Oklahoma. Residents by the thousands lit out for the dusty western
horizon.
 
In 1934, Murray was replaced by E.W. Marland. His simple political
motto - "Bring the New Deal to Oklahoma" - blew away the opposition,
including Murray's hand-picked successor, like so much Dust Bowl
flotsam.
 
The Affordable Care Act debate brings the Murray-Marland transition
to mind, but I wouldn't make too much of it.
 
In a recent news conference, Eric Kingson, co-founder of Social
Security Works, took a similar comparison pretty far, saying resistance
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to Medicaid expansion reminds him of politicians who fought the New
Deal programs such as Social Security and paid for it with voters.
 
"These systems work. They provide value to the American public. They
enhance our lives," he said. "What we're seeing with the states that are
being recalcitrant on implementing the (Affordable Care Act) is they
simply want to destroy it, destroy the ACA program, to do it, I would
argue, for political reasons.
 
"The programs are critically important, and I think that those states will
pay a price politically, their members of the Legislature and their
governors, will pay a price when they (the people) see what they're
turning away."
 
But historical comparisons can be odious. Oklahomans are still ornery
and politically volatile, but things are different than they were in 1934.
 
Oklahoma's unemployment rate is 4.7 percent. People aren't streaming
out of the state in Model T Fords anymore. Most Oklahomans -
especially among those who vote - feel pretty sure about the social
safety net already in place, and they fret a good deal more about taxes
and the deficit.
 
It is at least as easy to imagine a scenario in which Gov. Mary Fallin
pays a political price for accepting the Medicaid money as it is to
imagine Kingson's plot line.
 
Frankly, it's a classic hard choice - anger low-income Oklahomans who
want health care and hospitals that need the Medicaid money or run the
risk of igniting a prairie-fire tea party revolt against her re-election
campaign - and one that she has sidestepped for now.
 
Fallin isn't the neighborhood eccentric. She isn't shooting up the state
Capitol building or threatening to invade the Lone Star State, but how
she nuances the Medicaid challenge may determine how much time she
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gets to stay in the attic anyway.
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120805_16_A24_Thedeb556209
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tobacco ban on state property takes effect Monday
 
Gov. Mary Fallin's state property tobacco ban takes full effect Monday.
 
Simply put, that means no smoking, dipping or chewing of tobacco by
anyone in any building, vehicle or land owned or rented by the state.
 
"Prohibiting tobacco use on state property will save lives, save tax
dollars, and produce a healthier and more productive work force,"
Fallin said in a statement to the Tulsa World. "The executive order
prohibiting tobacco use on state property is a way for state government
and state employees to lead by example, and to help create a healthier
and more prosperous Oklahoma."
 
It all seems simple enough, but in the six months since Fallin signed her
executive orders, state agencies have run into several complications and
variations on how the governor's executive proclamation will be
implemented.
 
In Tulsa, Monday's biggest change will be at Tulsa Community
College. Other local state college campuses and the Edmondson State
Office Building had previously gone tobacco-free.
 
Although smoking has long been prohibited in TCC's buildings, the
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school has set aside outdoor smoking areas.
 
With the new policy, the ashtrays in those areas will be removed and
the space rededicated to horticultural uses, TCC spokeswoman Lauren
Brookey said.
 
TCC's new tobacco rules are strict, even banning people from smoking
in the school's parking lots in their own cars. The rules apply not just to
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, chewing tobacco, snuff, smokeless pouches
and loose-leaf tobacco, but also hookahs and electronic cigarettes, some
of which contain nicotine but not tobacco.
 
Anyone who breaks the rules will be asked politely to stop, Brookey
said.
 
Students who persist in breaking the rules will be referred to the
school's dean of students. Employees will be referred to their
supervisors or the school's human resources department. After repeated
violations, campus police can issue $10 citations to violators or seek
no-trespass orders against campus visitors.
 
Two TCC students who were using the school's metro campus smoking
area last week were ready to accept the rules.
 
Marcus Russell, a cigar smoker, said the policy is a good thing,
pointing out that he picked up smoking as a habit at a public school
campus when he was 14. He has tried to quit from time to time but has
never been successful.
 
He said he will probably smoke while he is walking to school from his
nearby office, but will obey the rules on TCC property.
 
Evelina White, who has smoked for 14 years, said she'll probably end
up going off school property to smoke because of the rules.
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She, too, has tried to kick her pack-a-day habit in the past and might
again because of the new rules. But she said smoking is a way of
relieving stress, and she will miss it.
 
"If we have to go across the street or somewhere far just to smoke, it's
going to be difficult," she said.
 
Other state agencies are saying they will post signs about the tobacco
ban, but won't use any efforts at enforcement beyond persuasion.
 
State lodges have been smoke-free for several years with very few
problems, but state Park Director Kris Marek said there isn't much that
the state will be able to do about people who use tobacco on state golf
courses or campgrounds despite new signs.
 
Department officials have talked about what they could do if, for
example, a camper complains about someone smoking close to their
tent, she said. Park officials would probably speak to the smoker and
urge them to move away from the area while smoking.
 
"It the politeness factor doesn't work, we really don't have the ability to
do anything enforcement-wise," she said.
 
The Grand River Dam Authority has approved a policy that prohibits its
employees from using tobacco while on the job or on any GRDA
property. It prohibits visitors from using tobacco in its buildings,
parking lots and land, and says law enforcement can be called to escort
people off GRDA property if they persist in violating the rules.
 
However, the GRDA policy makes an exception for visitors to the
agency's lakes.
 
While the policy "strongly discourages" outdoor tobacco use on Grand
Lake, Lake Hudson or W.R. Holway Reservoir, there is no prohibition.
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GRDA CEO Dan Sullivan said the agency discussed the issue with the
governor's office and confirmed that Fallin's executive order did not
extend to the lakes.
 
Fallin's office previously OK'd another small exception to her order -
allowing current residents of state veterans centers to continue using
tobacco in designated areas.
 
Workers, visitors and new residents of the facilities will not be allowed
to use tobacco, and eventually the centers will be completely in
compliance with the order.
 
Kenna Mitchell, spokeswoman for the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation, said the department has worked out rules for people
working or visiting its buildings, but isn't pursuing any enforcement for
tobacco users who are merely using state highways.
 
"Technically, highways are state property, but the governor has a
common-sense approach to this," Mitchell said.
 
Terri Watkins, spokeswoman for the Commissioners of the Land
Office, said the agency has established a no-tobacco-use policy for the
agency's building and vehicles but is still puzzling through how to deal
with more than 750,000 acres of state land held in some 1,300 leases.
 
The land, including large swaths of Panhandle prairie on lease to
ranchers, is managed by the commissioners office for the benefit of
public schools and higher education.
 
Trooper Betsy Randolph, spokeswoman for the Oklahoma Highway
Patrol, said the agency enforces state law, but executive orders aren't
part of the criminal code. If a trooper is called to a state building
because a smoker refuses to leave, they could be arrested for violating
any number of state laws, possibly including trespassing, disrupting
official state business or failure to obey a lawful order, she said.
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"Obviously, we will respond on a case-by-case basis," she said.
 
State troopers have been prohibited from using tobacco in state vehicles
for some time, she said.
 
 
 
 
 
Fallin's statement
Gov. Mary Fallin's state property tobacco ban goes into full effect on
Monday. Here is a statement from Fallin to the Tulsa World concerning
her executive order:
 
"As we all know, both the quality of life and the economy in Oklahoma
continue to be dragged down by the state's poor health indicators.
Oklahoma currently ranks 48th in the nation in health. That ranking is
unworthy of our state and our citizens.
 
"It also comes with enormous costs in both human suffering and dollars
and cents for families and businesses. Tobacco use, while not the only
cause of these problems, certainly plays an outsized role.
 
"In fact, tobacco is not only the No. 1 cause of premature death in
Oklahoma, it's also one of the leading factors in the skyrocketing costs
of health insurance and medical care. The average Oklahoman pays
$550 each year just to help pay for the costs of tobacco related
illnesses, regardless of whether or not he or she is a smoker.
 
"Prohibiting tobacco use on state property will save lives, save tax
dollars, and produce a healthier and more productive work force.
 
"The executive order prohibiting tobacco use on state property is a way
for state government and state employees to lead by example, and to
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help create a healthier and more prosperous Oklahoma."
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120805_16_A17_ULNSvl367750
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fallin approves 51 percent of parole bids, far fewer than her
predecessor
 
 
OKLAHOMA CITY - Gov. Mary Fallin's parole approval record is
considerably more conservative than her predecessor's.
 
From February 2011 through June of this year, Fallin's approval rate
was 51 percent.
 
For the comparable time frame, former Gov. Brad Henry's rate was 85
percent.
 
Fallin and her staff review information about the crime, prior
convictions, behavior while incarcerated, testimony from victims,
prosecuting and defense attorneys and family members, said Alex
Weintz, a Fallin spokesman.
 
"Our legal staff will sometimes meet in person with family members,
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attorneys or others involved in the case," Weintz said. "Our office also
collects any letters or petitions sent to the governor regarding the case.
 
"Gov. Fallin considers all of these factors, including the
recommendation of the Pardon and Parole Board, when deciding
whether or not to approve parole. Her priorities are to see that justice is
served, everyone is treated equally and fairly, and those who are a
danger to our communities stay behind bars."
 
Meanwhile, voters in November will decide the fate of State Question
762 that, if approved, would remove the governor from the parole
process involving nonviolent offenders. Fallin supports the measure,
according to her office.
 
Henry considered 2,472 more parole recommendations than Fallin for
the comparable time period.
 
Pardon and Parole Board Executive Director Terry Jenks said the
Pardon and Parole Board that Henry dealt with approved more paroles
than the current board.
 
In addition, many offenders now waive parole consideration following
the passage of a 2011 law that expanded electronic monitoring, Jenks
said.
 
"A lot coming up on the parole docket know they are GPS (electronic
monitoring) eligible and don't want to take a chance on being denied
(by the Pardon and Parole Board or governor)," Jenks said. "They
waive parole (consideration)."
 
House Bill 2131, by House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee, didn't
change which inmates were eligible for electronic monitoring, only the
time frame. Under the measure, some inmates are now eligible to serve
the remainder of their sentences on ankle monitors after 90 days in
custody, instead of the previous requirement of 180 days.
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To qualify, inmates must be low-risk, nonviolent offenders serving a
sentence of fewer than five years or who have less than 11 months
remaining on their sentences.
 
The electronic monitoring law was put into effect in the 1990s.
 
"We'd much rather see offenders under some form of supervision,
rather than none at all, which is all too often the case," Steele said.
"GPS monitoring and other proven forms of supervision keep the
public safer and improve results for offenders while making better use
of limited taxpayer resources. GPS, in particular, has a far higher
success rate than many other supervision programs, so it's a good thing
that it is being used more often when appropriate."
 
 
 
 
 
Parole comparison
Gov. Mary Fallin
 
Approved: 780
Denied: 736
 
Former Gov. Brad Henry
 
Approved: 3,404
Denied: 584
 
*Figures are from February 2003 until June 2004 for Henry and from
February 2011 until June 2012 for Fallin.
 
*Source: Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board
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Read more from this Tulsa World article at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120806_16_A1_OKLAHO391730
 
 
 
Sunday Morning Quarterback
 
By Staff Reports
Published: 8/5/2012  2:22 AM
Last Modified: 8/5/2012  4:36 AM
 
Gov. Mary Fallin
Good news: State unemployment rate falls again. Bad news:
Temperatures go through the roof.
 
Maybe we should offer the sun a tax cut.
 
U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe
Man-made global warming denier puts out statement that Stillwater's
streetlights are NOT melting in the summer heat.
 
No word on reports that two fire hydrants were seen fighting over a
dog.
 
Ken Miller
Treasurer says natural gas prices stay above trigger levels that would
slash tax rate. State budget safe, for now.
 
Methane: an odorless gas that smells like money.
By Staff Reports
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120805_16_A24_hGovMa945843
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Tulsa World editorials
Date: Monday, August 22, 2011 11:09:00 AM

Daily columns of interest since Aug. 1 followed by Op Ed columns of interest from staff
editorial writers
 
 
 
 
Emergency fund 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

8/16/2011 3:11:34 AM

Mother Nature has been far from reasonable this year. Gov. Mary Fallin cannot do much about that, but she should be

able to expect a reasonable response from lawmakers about how to help Oklahomans harmed by droughts and fires. 

Fallin is asking lawmakers to replenish the State Emergency Fund so it can be used to help heat-baked areas of the state.

That fund is used to reimburse counties, municipalities, rural electric cooperatives, rural water districts and other

organizations for infrastructure damage sustained under a presidential disaster declaration. As things stand, the fund

stands at $944 with outstanding obligations totaling more than $36 million. 

"The weather has made this a tough year for many in Oklahoma," Fallin said. "It's not fair for the state of Oklahoma to

ignore its obligations when towns and cities are struggling to find the money to pay for firefighters, police and basic

services." 

Meanwhile, Fallin also is brainstorming with Oklahoma emergency management officials about ways to respond to the

ongoing drought. She is receiving support from the National Guard, Department of Health, Department of Public Safety and

Department of Emergency Management. 

The ongoing drought and excessive heat have claimed 15 lives, caused widespread wildfires and loss of property, and

devastated farms and ranches where forage for livestock is withering. Ponds are drying up, and cattle farmers are being

forced to sell their herds. 

Fallin so far has been proactive in response to the farmers' situation. In June, she asked the U.S. Department of

Agriculture to issue a disaster declaration to help farms hit by drought and wildfires. Fallin needs all  the cooperation she

can get from the federal government, as well as her own Legislature. That can start with replenishment of the emergency

fund.

 
 
 
Child support 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 08, 2011

8/8/2011 2:56:56 AM

Last week, Gov. Mary Fallin signed a proclamation making August "Child Support Awareness Month" in Oklahoma. These

awareness months - and there are many of them - all  are important to someone, or to many. But nothing could be more

important than children receiving the support that they need. 

Oklahoma Child Support Services long has been at the forefront in making sure that happens. 

Recently the National Child Support Enforcement Association awarded OCSS, a division of the Oklahoma Department of

Human Services, with its Outstanding Program of the Year Award for 2011. The national award recognizes a state,
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regional, tribal or county program that has exemplified the best in child support enforcement through effective services to its

constituency and its community. 

Gary W. Dart, OCSS director, recently accepted the award. 

Applicants for the national award detailed their performance in five areas: paternity establishment, child support order

establishment, collections on current child support, collections on past-due child support, and cost effectiveness. 

Beginning in the late 1990s, the OCSS staff committed itself to improving collections, Dart said. As a result, from 2000 to

2009, the rate of increase in total collections became the second highest in the nation. Oklahoma has been first in the

nation in paternity establishment almost every year since 2004, improved support order establishment by 21 percent in the

last decade, improved current support collections by 24 percent - more than twice the national average - and improved

cost effectiveness at a rate more than 250 percent of the national average. 

The division is responsible for more than 201,000 active child support cases, collecting more than $317 million in the last

year on behalf of children and families. 

Government workers and bureaucracy often get a bad rap. But here's an example of an agency that goes above and

beyond what's expected. It's paying off for Oklahoma's kids.

 
 
 
Creek Turnpike 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 22, 2011

8/22/2011 3:10:34 AM

The Creek Turnpike, which loops southeast Tulsa from the Turner Turnpike to the Will Rogers Turnpike, was a lightning rod

for controversy as its construction loomed back in the mid-1990s 

Some opponents predicted it would destroy residential neighborhoods and drive down property values. Others said there

wasn't enough traffic to justify building it. 

As is often the case with such projects, the dire warnings and fears proved to be unfounded. 

The Creek Turnpike did not turn out to be an eyesore or nuisance. It was the first highway in the area to include barriers to

prevent traffic noise from intruding on neighborhoods. It was beautifully landscaped with hundreds of trees. And the easy

access it provided southeast Tulsa to the rest of town probably increased, not hurt,  property values. 

As to whether there was enough traffic to support the turnpike, get this: Last week the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority

announced that traffic counts on the Creek were significantly higher than original projections. Authority members voted to

seek a $178 million bond issue that includes $76 million to add lanes to the Creek from U.S. 75 to Memorial Drive. 

If the state Council of Bond Oversight approves the 20-year revenue bond issue, construction should start in late April  or

early May. The bond issue also includes money to widen the state's other urban turnpike, the Kilpatrick in Oklahoma City,

and some smaller projects. Tolls will not be increased to help pay for the Creek and other projects. 

The Creek Turnpike, once the subject of bitter debate, has proven to be quite popular.

 
 
Federal grant will help address health disparities  

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 20, 2011

8/20/2011 3:13:33 AM

Another piece of the puzzle to help address the chronic health problems of disadvantaged Tulsans fell  into place this week.
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On Thursday, the federal department of Health and Human Services announced that Tulsa's Morton Comprehensive

Health Center will be the recipient of a $388,190 grant that will be used to get more children into health insurance

programs. 

Morton, one of only a few federally qualified health centers in the state, is among 39 health providers across the country to

receive one of the federal grants. 

"We are really excited," said Morton CEO John Silva. "The whole intent of the grant is to allow Morton to better outreach to

the many kids in our service area who are without insurance." 

Silva explained that in addition to using the grant for enrolling children in health insurance, it also will enable Morton to stay

in touch with families after that initial contact to ensure they are able to access the types of services they need. 

"That's the piece that has always been missing because of the lack of resources," he said. 

The grant is yet another of the encouraging health-care developments that are occurring in underserved areas of Tulsa,

where residents experience much shorter lifespans in large part due to the lack of the right kind of resources. Morton is

expanding and restructuring its health-care offerings to better meet the needs of the community, and its services will be

augmented by a new specialty clinic being built by the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine in Tulsa,

which will offer more advanced health care services. 

A new Tulsa City-County Health Department clinic also will help address primary care needs. 

These new resources are in addition to many other clinics and initiatives designed to meet the needs of patients who in

years past had few, if any, options for health care. 

There is no excuse for a person living in one part of Tulsa to have a lifespan that is 14 years shorter than someone living in

a more affluent part of town. Thanks to those who are not willing to accept that status quo, that horrible health disparity

should someday be a thing of the past. 

 
Oklahoma is 43rd in child well-being rankings 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 20, 2011

8/20/2011 3:12:18 AM

There's nothing about Oklahoma's 43rd-place finish in an annual assessment on child well-being that reducing this state's

poverty conditions couldn't fix. 

Oklahoma's ranking, up from the 44th position it has held for two years, is according to the 2011 Kids Count Data Book

released by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The state ranked 42nd in 2007 and 38th in 2003. 

Oklahoma never does particularly well in this assessment except for a category or two. The study, which evaluated data

from 2000 to 2009, found that Oklahoma improved in only one indicator and worsened in six. 

Oklahoma ranked in the upper half of states in only two categories: percent of teens not attending school and not working,

23rd, and percent of families where no parent has full-time, year-round employment, 19th place. 

The state's lowest rankings were in the child death rate, 47th; teen birth rate, 46th, and infant mortality rate, 45th. 

As Desiree Doherty, executive director of the Parent Child Center, points out, the data suggests some very troubling and

very entrenched trends. 

"It's dreadful Oklahoma continues to be in the lowest quarter in child well-being. Think what that means for the future of our

state," she said. "More than 50,000 babies are going to be born in Oklahoma this year. How can they thrive and be

prepared for school and for life when they are growing up in generational poverty?" 

Is anyone in authority listening to what she has to say? Those in a position to make a difference should be. 

For years, Oklahoma has struggled to improve conditions for children - trying to improve the likelihood that they are safe,

that they receive good nutrition and health care and are educated. That's a difficult mission when 16 percent of the children

live in poverty. 
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The naysayers argue that parents should be responsible for making sure their kids are all  right. Of course that is true, but

what happens when the parents simply cannot provide for and safeguard their children for a variety of reasons? 

Most other states, including some that aren't rolling in dough, seem to have figured out a better way to ensure child well-

being. Let's find out their secret. 

 
Finally, justice 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 19, 2011

8/19/2011 4:05:31 AM

Justice for the Osage Nation was neither swift nor certain. But after 11 years of litigation, it appears some tribal members

finally will get the trust proceeds they are owed from the U.S. government. 

Funds will be divided among those who own headrights, or shares, of the tribe's subsurface mineral estate. 

Barring any unforeseen circumstances, the government will pay $345.8 million into the tribal trust account on Oct. 30, and

checks will be distributed to individual headright owners by Dec. 5. Some 2,229 Osages own headrights, and $155,136 will

be paid out for each whole one. Many headrights, however, were fractionated as they passed from generation to

generation. Attorneys involved will receive $34.2 million. 

About 30 percent of headrights are owned by non-Osage entities, which also will receive part of the settlement. That is a

bone of contention with headright owners. 

"Given the history of tribal litigation for trust mismanagement, this is probably about as good as it's going to get," said tribal

member and headright owner Joe Conner of Fairfax. "And given the political environmental right now, this is a minor

miracle." 

Some members of the Osage Nation aren't impressed with the settlement, nor do they believe it ever will arrive, given the

fact that Uncle Sam has to borrow to pay all  its bills,  including, probably, this one. 

A "conclusion" to the long-running lawsuit that alleged the U.S. government mismanaged many tribal assets - that were

placed in a trust - came last year when a federal judge issued a monetary judgment for trust mismanagement for the years

1972-2000. Pre-1972 claims are set for trial early next year, but the settlement might end the case. 

In the 1920s, the Osages, with their oil-rich prairie land in Osage County, were the richest people per capita in the world.

Those who stand to finally receive what's owed them are justifiably disappointed that their share will not be larger given the

mismanagement of the trust for decades by the government. The amount they receive probably should be much larger.

This debacle never should have occurred in the first place. But finally the Osages will receive at least a piece of justice.

 
 
Bachmann promises $1.79 gasoline; a chicken in every pot? 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 19, 2011

8/19/2011 4:05:53 AM

Note to Michele Bachmann: The campaign phrase of the Republican Party - "a chicken in every pot" - didn't work out too

well following the election of the party's candidate, Herbert Hoover, after 1928. Lesson: Be careful what you promise. 

Thursday, Republican presidential hopeful Bachmann promised a crowd in South Carolina that, if elected, she will bring

gasoline prices below $2 a gallon. 

The national average price of a gallon of fuel now is about $3.50. Here in Tulsa it hovers near $3.40 or so. 

Bachmann, of course, blames the high price on President Obama. It has risen since 2009 - it was $1.79 a gallon when he

took office - but to lay the blame on his doorstep is a stretch. 
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Does Bachmann really want to see the price of gasoline drop that much? None of us likes paying $50 or so to fill up our

tank. But, remember, in 2009 the country was in the depths of one of the worst recessions in history. Companies were

laying off workers, trucks were sitting idle and most Americans were watching their wallets. 

Whether Bachmann believes it or not, the economy has made a recovery since 2009. Consequently, the demand for oil

has risen worldwide. That, in turn, caused the price of oil,  and gasoline, to spike. That's good news for Oklahoma, but bad

for the overall economy. 

We're far from out of the woods, and one can place some blame on Obama. But for gasoline prices to tumble that much

would take another economic disaster. 

There are some ways to reduce the price of gasoline. A stronger dollar would help. And with the price of gasoline so high, it

should be added incentive for the country to develop alternative fuels. Passing the NAT GAS Act would be a good start.

Bachmann, however, did not reveal her plan for lowering gasoline prices. 

Maybe she's stuck in some sort of time warp. After all,  she wished Elvis happy birthday on the anniversary of his death.

Maybe she thinks it's 1975 (Elvis died in 1977). 

Predictions didn't work out too well for the Republicans or the country in 1928. Bachmann should be careful what she

promises. 

 
Same song 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Thursday, August 18, 2011

8/18/2011 4:21:37 AM

Stop us if you've heard this one: Tulsa's City Council passes a measure, the mayor vetoes it, there is some of the usual

name-calling, the council overrides the veto and lawyers become involved. 

The latest kerfuffle at City Hall hasn't  completed all  those steps as yet, but if history teaches lessons, it is headed that way. 

What's brewing in the pot: Mayor Dewey Bartlett vetoed a council measure to strip the trash board of its contracting

capability. That, of course, led to Councilor Bill Christiansen accusing Bartlett of failure to lead by not finding any

compromise with the council. Councilors Chris Trail and Rick Westcott chimed in with their own criticisms. 

The trash contract is an important issue that affects every resident of Tulsa. It ought to be discussed and debated, and

input from citizens ought to be sought. Some of that has happened, but any positive progress has been overshadowed,

again, by the infighting at City Hall.  

At issue is who will get the next contract to haul trash in the city. Tulsa Refuse Inc. has hauled residents' trash for 30 years.

By all  accounts, it is held in high regard by its customers. 

Its contract, however, is up for renewal. That led the Tulsa Authority for the Recovery of Energy board to open bids to

other companies. There is nothing wrong with that and is, in fact, mandated by law. 

TRI, however, claims that the new bid specs all  but remove it from the process. The board bristled at council interference,

the council voted to strip it of its authority, and that led to the mayor's veto. 

Bartlett has some legal ground to stand on. He says the city cannot enter into long-term contracts but an authority can. He

has a good point. The contract calls for trash fleets to be converted to compressed natural gas and may require that the

bid-winner purchase the containers for the trash. Without a long-term contract with time to recover investments, it would be

difficult for the smaller guys to compete. 

The mayor and the trash board say the contract specs do not eliminate TRI. 

It is a complicated issue. One made even more troublesome by the animosity between the council and the mayor. 

Everyone knows where this is likely headed. The bickering continues, and the city continues to pay the price.
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Another state park saved by a volunteer operator 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

8/17/2011 4:19:14 AM

The Chickasaw Nation has joined the list of public-spirited entities that have stepped forward to operate state parks that

were being shut down by the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation. 

The tribe and the state agency have signed an agreement for the tribe to assume management and operations of the

Boggy Depot State Park near Atoka. The agreement will allow the park to stay open while the details of a long-term

agreement can be worked out. 

Like several state parks, Boggy Depot has historical significance in addition to its recreational possibilities. The site was

used as a Confederate commissary depot during the Civil War. 

Boggy Depot was one of seven state parks the department selected for closure because of budget cuts. It was hoped

when the closure announcement was made that private operators would step forward to keep the parks open, and

thankfully, that has been the case. 

The Osage Nation volunteered to run Wah-Sha-She State Park near Copan. The city of Sallisaw took on nearby Brushy

Lake State Park, and the city of Beaver is taking over Beaver Dunes. Also, the city of Heavener stepped forward to operate

the Heavener Runestone, in conjunction with a new nonprofit, the Friends of Heavener Runestone, which will raise funds

for operations. 

Several parks still have not drawn new operators. 

Tourism officials attempted to close parks that are small, have few employees and have lower levels of recreational

offerings. Still, they are all  popular and provide year-round recreational opportunities for many Oklahomans, as well as

visitors from out of state, who might otherwise have no options for family outings. 

The fact that new operators came forward to keep the popular parks open is a testament to the kind of spirit that has made

Oklahoma what it is today. But private operators cannot run our entire state park system. Let's hope it doesn't come to

more closures, but given the current political landscape, it's going to take more than hope. 

 
Cities should heed AG's meth opinion 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

8/17/2011 4:19:04 AM

Apparently, the recent spot-on opinion by Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt - that would limit cities' authority to

regulate pseudoephedrine tablet products - is receiving grudging compliance. 

At least one city, Okmulgee, might, however, consider enforcing its ordinance - requiring a prescription for

pseudoephedrine tablet-form cold remedies - should the Legislature fail  to take up the issue next session. 

Pseudoephedrine is the principal ingredient used to manufacture illegal methamphetamine. 

Unlike state agencies, cities aren't bound by AG opinions. 

Okmulgee, McAlester, Holdenville, Chouteau and Pryor all  passed ordinances requiring prescriptions for the tablets. Last

month, however, Pruitt ruled that restrictions enacted by cities were "unauthorized, void and unenforceable." 

David Starkey, a Claremore resident who has been at the forefront of the movement to require a prescription for the

tablets, told Tulsa World senior writer Wayne Greene that "we've either got to get this passed at the state level, or they've

got to put some language in there ... that the cities are able to protect themselves." 

A proposal by state Rep. Ben Sherrer to make pseudoephedrine tablets a prescription-only drug could be considered and

passed by lawmakers next year, or they could opt for an alternative proposal to allow cities to restrict sales of tablet-form
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allergy medications. 

Rural Oklahoma, in particular, is overwhelmed by the meth problem, and town leaders understandably are frustrated at not

being able to stop an epidemic that destroys lives, endangers innocent victims and creates a general public health and

safety issue. 

But let's leave it to the state to do the regulating, not individual cities. 

Requiring a prescription might be a short-term fix. It's been effective in Oregon. But prescriptions probably will not solve the

problem in the long run. Meth producers inevitably find a way to wire around restrictions. 

In this instance, law-abiding citizens would be left with the expensive and inconvenient task of going to a doctor to get a

prescription for the tablet form of many common cold and allergy medications. 

The issue should have been taken care of last session. Now lawmakers will have to decide next session if the

inconvenience and expense to thousands really is worth the trade-off for temporarily slowing down the meth-makers. 

 
Girl's death raises questions about DHS decisions 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

8/16/2011 3:11:53 AM

The death of 5-year-old Serenity Anne Deal, allegedly at the hands of her father, is inconceivably tragic. But what makes

this gut-wrenching tragedy all  the more horrible is that it possibly could have been prevented. 

The little girl's death also might have contributed to another tragic ending - the suicide of child welfare worker Donald

Wheeler, who tried to halt the placement of the little girl with her father because of concerns over his treatment of the child.

Documentation obtained by The Oklahoman indicates that Wheeler and the girl's foster mother tried repeatedly to warn

Department of Human Services officials that the girl was showing up with injuries, including black eyes and other bruising,

after visits with her father, Sean Devon Brooks. He now faces a first-degree murder charge in the June 4 beating death of

Serenity. 

Emails and other records show that DHS officials in two counties were made aware of the concerns and the evidence

backing up those concerns. Wheeler wrote in an email to a supervisor: "Wisdom would dictate that we as an agency be

cautious" about speeding up the girl's placement with her father. 

He cited 10 reasons why he thought the placement should be slowed down, including the father's failure to take the injured

girl to a doctor, his yelling at the girl and his spanking her. 

A DHS supervisor, Jennifer Shawn, in an email to the foster mother, made the troubling and puzzling observation that her

office's investigation showed there "is a bias" against Serenity's father. 

It now seems there might have been good reason for that bias against Brooks. 

It's easy to second-guess the decisions of an agency that faces such extreme challenges. But in this case, the second-

guessing is not only justified, but also necessary. Do what has to be done to ensure nothing like this happens again. 

 
TPS test scores show some improvement; more needed 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 15, 2011

8/15/2011 3:02:35 AM

Tulsa Public Schools' Academic Performance Index test scores, released last week, showed that while a number of

schools made remarkable improvements from last year, much work remains to get test scores to where district officials and

patrons want them to be. 
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The Academic Performance Index, created to comply with the federal No Child Left Behind Act, rates schools from zero to

1,500 points. The 2010-2011 scores mark the second year since Oklahoma significantly raised the level at which students

are rated proficient in reading and math. 

Some 25 schools earned 100 or more points than they did last year. But 68 schools were 100 to 800 points below 2009,

the last year that the old, lower standards were in place. (For details, see "TPS test scores are mixed," in Friday's Tulsa

World or go to tulsaworld.com/tpsapi.) 

When it comes to improving test scores, TPS labors under some disadvantages that are common to inner city districts.

Superintendent Keith Ballard and his staff do not claim them as excuses, but they are still worth keeping in mind. 

One is that there is considerable mobility among Tulsa students - lots of movement from school to school within the district

as well as in and out of the district, especially at the elementary level. Some schools will open this fall  with just a few

students who were in the same school a year ago. 

Another is that a high percentage of TPS students qualify for free or reduced-cost school lunches. That reflects poverty and

the sad fact of life is that poverty and low test scores go hand-in-hand. It isn't pretty but it can't be sugarcoated. 

It seems painfully slow, but TPS is making progress on test scores. Tulsans can take comfort that with Ballard and his

staff, good people, absolutely dedicated to the task, are working hard to bring about improvements. 

 
 
Medical Examiner office making progress 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 13, 2011

8/13/2011 4:28:21 AM

The Oklahoma Medical Examiner's office certainly has had its woes - problems with personnel, accreditation and backlogs.

And that's hitting only the highlights. But the ME's office under Chief Medical Examiner Eric Pfeifer has turned things

around in the past three months. 

Earlier this month, the agency reduced its autopsy backlog to 169 cases, down from 320 cases in June. If the pace

continues, that backlog could vanish by year's end. 

Getting the job done are six pathologists working longer hours. That solution, Pfeifer said, is not ideal because it puts more

stress on an already overburdened system. The office actually needs 12-14 pathologists to do the job it should be doing,

Pfeifer said. 

The reduction in autopsy cases - backlogs are a huge problem nationally - is important to families and to law enforcement.

The ME typically releases bodies to families within 48 hours, but the full  autopsy report takes much longer. In June, the

turnaround time for autopsy cases was 77 days. 

Pfeifer and staff also are getting the house in order in other ways. Staff is documenting everything that comes through the

office and improving accounting practices that had been "a total mess," Pfeifer said. 

The board governing the ME's office also is looking into resources for district investigators working in rural areas. District

investigators are crucial. Some days, some non-metro areas of the state aren't covered. Pfeifer wants that corrected. 

There were times during the past few years that anything written about the state ME's office pointed out some deficiency or

problem. The office still has its share of challenges, including getting back in good graces with accreditation agencies. 

But progress has been made, and for that Pfeifer and crew deserve praise. If that progress continues and the agency

receives the support it needs, it will regain a good reputation. The operation isn't much like television's glamorous "CSI,"

where everything gets solved in an hour-long episode each week and staffers have every resource at their disposal. 

This isn't an agency that most Oklahomans think about at all  until they need its services. But when they do, it needs to

work. 
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Wind farms battle intensifies in Osage County 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 13, 2011

8/13/2011 4:28:33 AM

Most public comments as well as an Osage County Board of Adjustment vote ended up blowing in favor this past week of

a proposed 150-megawatt wind farm on prairie land along U.S. 60. 

The project, however, planned by Wind Capital Group of St. Louis, is far from off the ground. If the Osage Nation has its

way it will stop the building of 94 turbines on land zoned for agriculture west of Pawhuska, near the town of Burbank, on

land owned by three families. 

Wind Capital plans to start building within a few months and has signed a deal to buy the turbines from General Electric. 

Chris White, the Osage Nation's director of governmental affairs, doesn't mince words. 

"We believe that we have such a strong position in this that it is not going to go forward." 

End of story. 

But is it the end of the story? 

Oklahoma is one of the windiest states in the nation, with enormous potential for growth in wind power. Wind power

certainly is a part of this nation's energy future, and why shouldn't Oklahoma play a major role? 

Numerous turbines already dot parts of western Oklahoma, with its wide-open spaces. Osage County with its sparsely

populated prairie landscape is an almost perfect location for turbines. 

But there are legitimate environmental concerns. The terrain in Osage County is unique, in the truest sene of the word. The

county is home to the world-famous Tall Grass Prairie Preserve, overseen by the Nature Conservancy. The prairie hosts

wildlife and protected species that might not mix well with turbines unless the placement of towers is carefully planned. 

On the other hand, Wind farms mean money in the pockets of a few landowners and huge tax revenues for small,

financially strapped rural schools. 

The debate will go on, as it should - a lot is at stake. 

As rancher Ford Drummond put it: "I understand that it will be a benefit  for the landowners and the (school district.) But it is

not a win-win for all  of Osage County, and its going to a long-term effect on all  of us." 

Lawmaker would renege on tax reimbursement promise 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 12, 2011

8/12/2011 3:20:12 AM

A legislative task force is reviewing the effectiveness and need for many of the vast array of tax incentives that are part of

state law. One of those is a program that lets qualifying manufacturing facilities skip paying property taxes for five years.

The idea was to attract manufacturers to areas where they might not otherwise locate, bringing economic development. 

The state maintains a "hold-harmless" fund to reimburse counties, schools, health departments, libraries and other property

tax recipients for lost tax revenue. The fund, which draws on a tiny percentage of state income taxes, has not been enough

to pay what is owed to the various property tax beneficiaries. Right now it is about $13.5 million short. 

Rep. David Dank, R-Oklahoma City, co-chairman of the task force, this week questioned, not the tax incentive, but the

reimbursement fund. "I don't know how you lose something you never had," Dank said. 

His statement doesn't wash. 

The hold-harmless fund was essentially a promise made to school districts and other local entities in order to gain their

support for, or at least their non-opposition to, the tax incentive when it was being pushed through the Legislature. 
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The local entities would be reimbursed for the property tax revenues they were receiving on the undeveloped property.

After five years the property, presumably by then developed, would go back on the tax rolls at a higher assessed value. 

So it was not a matter of "losing something you never had." Without the reimbursement fund the local entities would have

lost taxes collected on the property in its undeveloped state. 

Reducing or abolishing the reimbursement fund, as Dank suggested, would be breaking a promise made to the local

entities. 

Schools, libraries and other local entities depend on property taxes. The Legislature ought not break a promise it made to

them to get something it wanted. Let's hope Rep. Dank's suggestion goes nowhere. 

 
 
School summit 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 10, 2011

8/10/2011 3:50:36 AM

State Rep. Lewis Moore, R-Arcadia, an Oklahoma City suburb, wants to call a summit to cut down on what he calls

Oklahoma's "bloated" education system. 

He wants Gov. Mary Fallin, state public instruction Superintendent Janet Barresi, higher education Chancellor Glen

Johnson and CareerTech Director Phil Berkenbile to meet and, apparently, find more ways to cut an education system that

already has suffered millions of dollars in cuts over the past few years. 

The fact that Moore believes a system that already has been cut nearly to the bone is "bloated" suggests that his version

of an education summit would not be friendly to public education. 

Moore is in particular critical of the number of higher education facilities in the state, and enumerates 25 universities and

colleges in 55 locations. Last year he sought a legislative interim study on the feasibility of operating that many facilities. 

"They have gone from going away to college," he said then. "Now all  you have to do is go down the street." 

That's an interesting position to take in a state that lags the national average in percentage of population with college

degrees by about the same as it trails the national average personal income. 

It is unlikely Oklahoma will ever increase its number of college graduates by making higher education less accessible. 

Moore also complains about the number of public school districts, 532 statewide. He seems unaware that the number of

districts has been cut by several hundred over the years, and though a few more consolidations might be warranted, there

is no certainty that many more would save money or improve education. 

More than half of the state's $6.5 billion budget goes to common, higher and CareerTech education. Most of that, about

$2.3 billion, goes to common education. The largest single expense, by far, is teacher pay. That means that any significant

cut to education means reducing the number of teachers in the classroom. 

Oklahoma does indeed need to take a thorough look at education. But the focus should be restoring money that has been

taken from the system in the past couple of years, not making more cuts.

 
 
 
 
Water-study panel has tough task of charting future water policy 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Saturday, August 06, 2011

8/6/2011 4:54:04 AM

Given all  the controversy surrounding water issues in recent years, it makes sense to create a legislative committee to
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make policy recommendations for the future. 

House Speaker Kris Steele and Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman announced the formation of the 16-member

committee on Wednesday. It will be co-chaired by Rep. Phil Richardson, R-Minco, and Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa. 

The committee is being asked to study water laws, review the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan scheduled to be

completed this fall, and then issue recommendations to the Legislature. The committee will consider water quality, access,

resources, supply, demand, history and infrastructure, among other issues. 

The first meeting is set for Aug. 17 in the House chamber. 

The possible sale of water has become an especially contentious issue in recent years in the wake of North Texas interests

seeking to purchase water from southeastern Oklahoma. The attempt ended up in a lawsuit that Oklahoma managed to

defend, but Texas leaders haven't given up. Oklahoma City recently entered the fray with its efforts to obtain water from

that part of the state. 

Steele said legislative leaders appointed members to the study from across the state in order to ensure representation of

the state's "political and philosophical diversity as well as geographical diversity." That is a wise decision, given the widely

differing views about water issues from one part of the state to another. 

Crain said the committee will be open to all  interested stakeholders and will seek input from tribes, state residents,

government officials, engineers, water-quality experts, recreational enthusiasts and others. 

"It's not a committee about selling water," Crain said. "It's not a committee about a water plan. It's a committee about water,

and we'll  see where it goes." 

It's encouraging that legislative leaders recognize the importance of water issues at the current time as well as far into the

future. It's also refreshing to hear they understand that there's much more at stake than the controversial water sales,

though that is probably the biggest issue of the day. 

Theirs won't be an easy task, but it's as important a job as there is facing the state. 

 
Legislative review of federal health care reform launched 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Friday, August 05, 2011

8/5/2011 4:33:09 AM

A legislative committee charged with studying the effects of federal health-care reform on Oklahoma and making

recommendations has a tough task ahead. 

But the members of the committee are well-respected lawmakers, and we feel they will take their charge seriously and

determine the best course for the state, even if that means complying with the law down the road. 

Among the panel's members are six Tulsa-area legislators, including several with special expertise on health-care issues:

Two Tulsa Republicans, Rep. Glen Mulready and Sen. Gary Stanislawski, will lead the committee, and they will be joined

by Sen. Bill Brown, R-Broken Arrow; Sen. Sean Burrage, D-Claremore; Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa; and Rep. Jeannie

McDaniel, D-Tulsa. Also on the committee is Rep. Doug Cox, R-Grove, who is a physician. 

The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was formed after conservatives pressured Gov. Mary Fallin into turning

down a $54 million federal grant that would have gone toward a federally mandated state health-care exchange. 

Such exchanges are intended to serve as an online marketplace for consumers seeking to purchase insurance, and the

hope is they will foster competition and bring costs down. 

Despite numerous states filing suit, the federal reform law has for the most part withstood the challenges. And a growing

number of Americans - and Oklahomans - are beginning to embrace the benefits of some of the law's provisions. 

Although they couldn't avoid taking a few potshots at the reform law, panel members generally made the right noises about

how to proceed. We will take them at their word that they intend to do what's best for the state. 

"Simply put, the committee will show Oklahoma what to expect from this law, how we can continue to protect Oklahoma's
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interests and how we can make sure we are best prepared as a state," Mulready said. 

"Having suitable health care options in Oklahoma is an issue the Legislature takes very seriously and intends to protect

and address through this committee," Stanislawski said in a news release. He also said the committee "will seek to

address all  relevant questions and concerns for the benefit  of all  Oklahomans." 

It's hard to know at this point what health-care reform will look like in a year or two. But in some form or another, reform

likely is here to stay. It's in our best interests at this point to leave everything on the table. 

 
Obama gives in, averts debt ceiling crisis 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Wednesday, August 03, 2011

8/3/2011 4:30:40 AM

After months of partisan wrangling that left both Democrats and Republicans bruised and much of the nation infuriated,

Congress finally struck a deal on the debt ceiling, just in time to prevent the country from reneging on its financial

obligations for the first time in history. 

The process was not pretty and even with this half-hearted effort more difficulty lies ahead. 

Mostly along party lines, the House approved the measure, 269-161, Monday night. All five of Oklahoma's House

members, four Republicans and one Democrat, voted for the measure. Tuesday the Senate passed it on more of a

bipartisan vote, 74-26, with both Oklahoma senators, Jim Inhofe and Tom Coburn, voting against it. 

President Obama, who signed the measure Tuesday, and the Democrats can put whatever spin they want on this issue,

but it is clear that the Republicans won, if, indeed that is anything to brag about. There was very little compromise. 

The deal calls for more than $2.1 trillion in spending cuts over 10 years while extending the borrowing authority of the

Treasury Department. It also will create a powerful, and potentially controversial, joint congressional committee to

recommend broad changes in spending and possibly in tax policy to reduce the deficit. 

There is little doubt that both Republican and Democratic leaders gave in to the radical wing of the Republican Party in the

House. Speaker John Boehner could not corral his members for any compromise. 

Obama, on the other hand, lacked the courage and leadership to face down his errant opponents. He failed to use the

bully pulpit of the White House and never presented a bona fide plan of his own. 

The debt ceiling extension was passed on the well-worn promises of getting the country's economy back in gear by cutting

"waste." And again, as the GOP has touted for more than 30 years, no new taxes, especially for the wealthy. It continues

the foolish policy of spending without paying for anything. 

It hasn't  worked yet. Maybe this time the Republicans will be correct and those corporations that have been holding onto

more than $1 trillion will begin to hire Americans and open new businesses. We'll see. 

In the meantime, the country has dodged an economic bullet. But, make no mistake, after this victory by the radical

members of the GOP, another one is headed our way. 

AG taking no chances with pension funds investigation 

by: World's Editorial Writers

Monday, August 01, 2011

8/1/2011 2:51:23 AM

Everything could be just fine but Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is not taking any chances. When information

came to him recently that some foreign banks might be engaging in funny business regarding investment transactions for

Oklahoma pension funds, Pruitt launched an investigation. 

There is little more important financially to current and retired Oklahoma public employees than the viability of their

pensions. Oklahoma's seven pension systems hold investment assets of $21.4 billion with about 15 percent of that - $3
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billion - invested overseas. 

Questions have arisen here and elsewhere about the discrepancy between the time of day a currency transaction is made

and the trade price that was charged to a fund. That could result in a bank choosing a less favorable exchange rate

instead of giving a pension fund the price based on the actual time of the trade, and then keeping the difference. 

If transactions were improper, Pruitt's investigation could lead to criminal charges. Officials in California, Virginia and

Florida are acting to recover more than $200 million in state pension funds. 

"This is not something we're doing blind. We're doing it because we've been informed to the degree that we think it's

something we need to pay attention to and look into," Pruitt said. 

Rand McDaniel, chairman of the House Oversight Committee on Pensions, said, "I do have reason to believe that there

are some recoveries that could be made, and if they are seven figures or larger, that could be a great addition to the

financial status of the plans. I am encouraged by the efforts of the attorney general." 

And so are those Oklahomans directly affected. 

Pruitt has sent letters to several banks asking some pertinent and pointed questions. Everything could turn out to be on the

up and up, but if not, Pruitt is on top of the situation and can take the necessary steps to recover any losses. 

Timing is everything, and in this case the AG's vigilance will either pay off in peace of mind for pension holders or in the

potential recovery of damages to those harmed.

 
 
 
Sunday columns from the editorial writers: 
 
 
Arkansas River water quality improved, won't impede development 

by: JANET PEARSON Associate Editor

Sunday, August 14, 2011

8/14/2011 6:42:16 AM

It's as predictable as the summer heat. Whenever there's any news about Arkansas River development, the chorus of

critics rises again. 

It's too polluted, the naysayers say. Nobody will be able to stand the odors from the refineries and sewage treatment plant,

they insist. 

It's a braided prairie river and should be left that way, says another faction. 

But the truth is that someone thought of all  those things long ago, and someone's been working on them ever since. 

The latest news was the announcement about three proposals for developing some city-owned sites on the west bank that

probably will be rejected because they weren't what city leaders, and probably most Tulsans, had in mind. 

Another recent announcement detailed the River Parks Authority's plans for modifying and repairing Zink Dam, a project

that will make the lake deeper as well as safer and more suitable for recreational activities. 

Right on cue, these stories elicited the predictable chants that the river is so yucky nobody would want to sit anywhere

near it, much less stick a toe in it. 

Thanks to the intensive regulation of discharges from industries and municipalities into waterways, the Arkansas River is a

lot cleaner these days than many people would believe. In fact, this past summer, it was cleaner than parts of some lakes.

Remember the blue-green algae outbreaks?

Where things stand
Local officials had hoped there would be significant federal funding to advance Arkansas River development, but now it

appears there will be little, if any, in the foreseeable future. That has local leaders scrambling for other funding sources for

such elements as additional low-water dams, deemed by most development supporters to be necessary to make the river
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attractive for development. 

For now, the aim is to ensure there is plenty of water in Zink Lake, an achievable improvement that will help maintain

interest in developing the river. 

Gaylon Pinc, environmental program manager for Program Management Group, the consultants guiding river development

planning, said the loss of federal funds means some development plans likely will be delayed, but Zink Dam improvements

"will ensure there's water in the river, and that's what most people want to see," he said. 

But not everyone. "There is a very vocal group that loves the sandy, prairie river, which is its natural condition." 

Or rather, was its natural condition. 

"Since Keystone (Dam) was built, it has degraded to the point we really don't have that any more," Pinc added. 

The regular releases from the dam for power generation and flood control have caused continual habitat and ecosystem

changes over the decades, to the point that the Arkansas is no longer the meandering prairie river it once was. And it

never will be again. "When hydropower generation starts again, you'll see those sands start washing down again," Pinc

said. 

What's been lost in the debate over low-water dams is their ability to help address that ecosystem damage. The

northernmost dam at Sand Springs, as envisioned in the master plan, would create an impoundment that would "capture

and release water to help stabilize flows all  the way down the river system," explained Pinc. With an upstream dam helping

to stabilize flows, there could be "significant habitat improvements" in addition to the benefit  of smoothing out the flows.

The pollution question
So, just how safe is the water? 

There's long been a belief that the Arkansas River is hopelessly polluted. There was a time when it was in bad shape, but

that was a long time ago. 

Now, thanks to many new regulations over the years, the river is deemed safe enough by the Oklahoma Water Resources

Board for "secondary body contact." That includes such activities as boating, rafting and kayaking - water sports where

there's little likelihood of ingesting much water. 

The state's popular lakes, such as Keystone and Grand, are classified as safe for "primary body contact," which includes

swimming. 

But the differing classifications don't necessarily mean one body of water is a whole lot cleaner than the other. As Pinc

pointed out, the Arkansas River is fed by Keystone Lake, so obviously the water quality in the two is similar. 

"Those doom-and-gloom folk who think the river is still heavily polluted need to compare the water quality reports against

other surface waters. The river has improved significantly," said Pinc. "That's not to say it's pure and problem-free. But

look at other surface waters. All surface waters have issues." 

As to the belief there's sewage flowing into the river - another misconception that just won't die: There is only one

wastewater treatment facility above Zink Lake in Sand Springs. "And it is required to disinfect its (discharged) wastewater to

the primary body contact standard." In other words, the discharged water is cleaner than the water already in the river. The

same is true of the Tulsa wastewater plant near Interstate 44, where improvements also have been made to the plant's

odor-control system. 

"They have to meet the same standards as other plants and they meet them. Otherwise they get in trouble and get fined

and have to spend lots of money on upgrades," said Pinc. 

It's true storm drains at times wash animal waste, fertilizers and other naturally occurring pollutants such as decaying

vegetation into the river. It's a fact of life in a big city. There also are dangers from decades-old debris such as chunks of

concrete in the riverbed. For these reasons it's unlikely the Arkansas ever will be developed for swimming purposes. 

"But kayakers and rowing clubs have been using the river for years, and water quality hasn't  been an issue," said Pinc.

"Their concern is about water depth." 

The refineries are another bugaboo with the anti-development crowd, who apparently aren't aware or don't believe there

have been significant, ongoing environmental improvements to both plant emissions and industrial wastewater treatment for

years now, because of the enactment of more stringent federal standards. 
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As Pinc noted: "Refinery operations are heavily regulated. Industries and municipal discharges are so heavily regulated it

does not pay to violate the standards because the fines are really stiff ...They have to test frequently and submit data to

federal and state regulators who have a keen eye on those who don't meet their permit requirements." 

Pinc said more environmental studies are under way on the river and more will be conducted in the future. But he added

he believes it's "highly unlikely there's a significant problem" with the water, because if there were, we'd know it by now. 

The continuing interest in the river no doubt ensures the river's future is safe and even improving. "We turned our backs on

the river in the '50s and '60s and '70s ," said Pinc. "We didn't have respect for it. But now we see an opportunity to

undertake significant improvements to an area that is well-loved." 

 
 
Conseratives embrace conservative approach to incarceration 

by: JULIE DELCOUR Associate Editor

Sunday, August 21, 2011

8/21/2011 5:52:55 AM

"Not unless hell freezes over in Texas." 

For 30 years that's the emphatic response anyone received who dared suggest Texas should close rather than build a

prison. Yet, in 10 days, for the first time in state history, a prison will cease operation - and not for remodeling or for

replacement. 

The shuttering of the 102-year-old Central Unit, an 1,100-bed facility in Sugar Land, near Houston, occurs on the watch of

Texas' most conservative governor and arguably its most conservative Legislature, the traditional tough-on-crime crowd. 

Five years ago, Texas was projecting a 17,000-bed shortfall in its prison system by 2012. 

The issue ultimately came down to funding. If money talks, a lack of money rattles the rafters. Texas, which has faced

severe revenue shortfalls, could no longer sustain one of the highest per-capita incarceration rates in the nation.

Lawmakers decided that keeping more than 150,000 people in prison wasn't exactly cutting edge public policy. Mass

incarceration increasingly sapped the state money tree and the public was not significantly safer for having all  those

offenders behind bars. 

A different approach was adopted, one advocated for years by more moderate or liberal forces: Get the right people in

prison and handle other nonviolent offenders a different way. The Texas Legislature instituted a variety of reforms. It's paid

off. Texas recently boasted its lowest violent crime rate in 30 years. Part of its success is owed to becoming one of a few

states selected by The Council of State Governments to be a Justice Reinvestment Project. The program offered guidance

on prison reform. Texas so far has saved $1 billion, which was reinvested in corrections changes and crime prevention.

Other states such as Kansas and Indiana have had similar success. 

Last spring, Oklahoma, with 25,000 inmates behind bars and its prison system at 96 percent capacity, also became a

Reinvestment state. 

In May, Oklahoma lawmakers, led by House Speaker Kris Steele, took steps to shorten the time low-risk, nonviolent

offenders spend behind bars in favor of more electronic monitoring, treatment programs and other forms of supervised

release. Lawmakers also limited the governor's role in the parole process for nonviolent offenders and enhanced

community sentencing programs. 

It was time. In the past decade, prison appropriations have grown 32 percent, yet Oklahoma, Steele noted, still has an

"unacceptably high violent crime rate. Meanwhile, 36 other states, using more alternatives to prison, have reduced their

violent crime rates. 

This change in philosophy or approach hasn't  been done necessarily for altruistic reasons; this is more about fiscal reality -

feeling the heat versus seeing the light. Leaders realize that states cannot afford unlimited amounts of the proverbial "guns

and butter." In this case, "guns' represent mass incarceration and "butter" represents education, health care, infrastructure,

etc. With historic revenue shortfalls states must pick between, say, keeping more inmates behind bars or putting more

teachers in the classroom. No longer can the U.S., with 5 percent of the world's population, keep 25 percent of the world's

inmates behind bars. 
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In 20 years, corrections budgets have quadrupled and are outpacing nearly every major spending area except for health

care, according to the Pew Center on the States. States were spending $50 billion annually on their corrections systems,

nearly twice as much in inflation-adjusted terms, as expenditures in 1987. 

New York Times reporter Charlie Savage recently wrote about the shift in thinking. "While liberals long have complained

that harsh mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent offenses like drug possession are unjust, the push to overhaul

penal policies has been increasingly embraced by elected officials in some of the most conservative states in the country." 

Reagan administration Attorney General Edwin R. Meese III, former White House drug czar William J. Bennett, antitax

activist Grover Norquist and former House Speaker Newt Gingrich all  have joined a campaign entitled "Right on Crime.

Their aim is to lend weight to what Meese calls "the conservative case for reform." 

"Most of us who are involved in this are very much in favor of high incarceration of serious habitual offenders," Meese told

the Times. "The whole idea is getting the right people in prison." 

Oklahoma this spring became part of the "Right on Crime" initiative. Leaders here, to their credit, finally snapped to the

realization that "get tough" policies aren't as effective as "get smart" policies. 

No one wants dangerous criminals set free. But not all  crimes are created equal. More rational, informed choices must be

made on who gets locked up and who doesn't. Those convicted but not sent to prison still should pay their debt to society

in some fashion. 

For years, policymakers who advocated changes largely were belittled and ignored. No more. Finally, everyone seems to

be singing from the same sheet of music. 

 
 
 
Real-life budget struggles at public schools 

by: JULIE DELCOUR Associate Editor

Sunday, July 24, 2011

7/24/2011 3:11:14 AM

Clear eyes, full  hearts, can't lose. 

That phrase, football coach Eric Taylor's recurring game-night pump-up to his teams - the Dillion Panthers and later the

East Dillion Lions - has tossed and turned in my mind since the recent airing of the final episode of "Friday Night Lights." 

Those six words so completely capture the positive message that kids everywhere should hear early and often. 

FNL fans followed the characters and events at the two fictitious Texas high schools for all  kinds of reasons, most of them

having absolutely nothing to do with gridiron heroics or the Lone Star state. Instead it was everything else that passed

through the goal posts - the social issues that the show tackled without blinking that made the series worth tuning into

season after season for five years. 

The show's approach to the sociology of schools and the people who populate them mimics so thoroughly what unfolds in

the real world every day, whether the schools be urban or rural, large or small, rich or poor. Minus the television series

glamour, the same sort of issues exist in Oklahoma: devastating elimination or consolidation of academic, arts, music and

sports programs, teacher job cuts, personnel problems, teen sex, teen pregnancy, poverty, racism, board of education

squabbles, boosterism run amok, delinquency, drop-outs, deadbeat parents, school closings, academic challenges. 

Budget cuts head the list of crises facing Oklahoma schools. Evaporating resources are changing the entire culture of

schools. School closings are and will affect entire communities and neighborhoods. 

The Legislature this year in particular seemed to exhibit a cloudy-eyed, empty-hearts, can't-win mentality toward public

education - one that could leave every child behind in one way or another. 

Even in the face of declining revenues (which are finally starting to rebound) lawmakers have refused to consider

suspension - even temporarily - of tax cuts. Balanced against what is being lost in public education, suspension of the tax

cuts would make a major difference to what public education could accomplish. Rather than invest even more heavily in

Oklahoma's future - public education - lawmakers years ago chose to enact the graduated, permanent tax cuts that largely
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benefit  those who need the cuts the least. 

That misguided decision as well as repeated revenue shortfalls are taking a toll. Common education took a 4 percent

budget cut this fiscal year and that follows earlier cutbacks. Higher education and CareerTech are similarly harmed. 

Because of the cuts, funding for teacher health benefits is threatened. Because of the cuts, the successful Street School in

Tulsa is being eliminated. Because of the cuts, 3,000 Oklahoma teachers who went to the effort to become National Board

Certified educators will not receive the $5,000 stipends as promised. 

This sea change in resources and support drastically affects what administrators and teachers can and cannot do. This

ongoing financial crisis affects morale. It affects class size. More than 20 years ago the Legislature passed landmark

education reform - HB 1017 - which provided assurance that student-pupil ratios would improve. Now all  that is in

jeopardy. 

There's probably not an administrator or a teacher in the state who isn't worried about his or her job - whether that job will

be there next year or the year after. And it is not just their own economic well-being they're concerned with. They

genuinely care about kids or they wouldn't  be in the education business. Teachers and administrators also have to be

wondering if state Superintendent Janet Barresi truly is on their side, and how far she's willing to go to support education. Is

she using all  of her newly granted power to help schools? She claims to be all  about the kids. But guess what? Kids don't

learn in a vacuum; they learn from teachers who should be supported and valued in every respect. Teachers are the

community's investment tools. 

Few in public education are happy with Barresi's approach so far. No one in public education is happy about another year

of deep budget cuts. This situation is dire enough to become another made-for-TV drama. Make no mistake, for the

foreseeable future, it's Friday night lights out for public education. 

 
 
 
NAT GAS Act a step toward energy independence 

by: MIKE JONES Associate Editor

Sunday, August 14, 2011

8/14/2011 3:25:31 AM

Most everyone can agree that something needs to be done about the damage that importing foreign oil  is doing to the

economy. Unfortunately, not everyone can agree on how to ease the pain of that damage. 

There is, however, one good idea that has been in Congress for two years that just might finally have the votes to pass.

The NAT GAS Act looks to have the votes in the House and Senate to be approved. President Barack Obama has

indicated that he will sign the bill if it gets to his desk. 

The bill, authored by First District U.S. Rep. John Sullivan, is supported by T. Boone Pickens, a devoted proponent of using

compressed natural gas to fuel vehicles. The benefits of CNG are well-known and indisputable. That, however, doesn't stop

those with deep pockets and vested interests from doing what they can to derail this important piece of legislation.

Tough opponent
Pickens and Sullivan are up against a formidable opponent, Koch Industries. The Koch brothers, David and Charles of

Wichita, Kan., have financed a campaign to kill the NAT GAS Act. 

It must be said that Koch Industries is a successful company that employs thousands of Americans and the Koch brothers

are generous philanthropists. That, however, does not make them immune to criticism. 

The loudest voice in the halls of Congress and the biggest critic of the NAT GAS Act is the American Conservative Union.

The ACU's main benefactor is Koch. And here is why Koch is against the NAT GAS Act, other than its anemic anti-

government reasoning: 

Koch imports crude oil.  The lower the price it can pay for foreign oil,  the better its bottom line. The Koch brothers rail

against government subsidies and interference but willfully accept government ethanol subsidies to prop up their fertilizer

business. The company also relies on cheap natural gas. Any measure that might, might,  increase the cost of CNG, could

affect Koch's fertilizer holdings. 

The Koch brothers' ability to raise money, lots of it, is legendary. And they use it to fund anti-government, ultra-
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conservative causes, such as the tea party movement. 

Sullivan, meanwhile, continues the fight in the face of political threats from the ACU. Sullivan, who has always received

high marks from the group for his conservative positions and votes in the House, now finds himself on the wrong side of

the ACU. 

It has launched a heavy-handed attack on the bill and has had some success. Still, Sullivan believes that the bill has a

very good chance of passing the House and the Senate.

That dog won't hunt
It ought to be passed. And, as Sullivan says, it is the only energy bill in Congress with a chance of passing. 

Of course, critics can claim that Pickens has a dog in the hunt. He would stand to gain by the government and private

entities turning to CNG. He's a big stakeholder. Still, there is absolutely nothing wrong with someone making a profit -

including the Koch brothers. Pickens' plan, however, turns the tables on our foreign suppliers by putting the United States

on the road to energy self-sufficiency. 

Simply put, the NAT GAS Act would provide tax credits, based on the weight of a vehicle, of up to $64,000 per vehicle.

Smaller cars would qualify for about $7,500. The bill also would increase the refueling property tax credit from 30 percent,

or $30,000, to 50 percent, or $100,000 per station, whichever is less, and for home refueling from $1,000 to $2,000. 

The main focus is the heavy vehicle fleet in the U.S. That fleet could be more easily converted. Instead of needing a lot of

corner refueling stations for cars, companies could build their own stations at hubs and interstate stations could be added

to existing truck stops.

Saving oil
The 8 million heavy-duty trucks in the U.S. consume about 2 million barrels of oil  a day. That is about 10 percent of the

national daily consumption. 

Cars would be a slower process, but one well worth pursuing. There are only 112,000 CNG automobiles on the road in the

U.S. now. There are far more CNG-fueld cars in other countries. 

Sullivan says, and I know that politicians have a tendency to embellish predictions, that this bill could generate 500,000

jobs nationwide. Even if he is off by half that, it's still a lot of good-paying jobs. Many of those jobs would land right here in

Oklahoma. 

Not to pursue developing CNG for vehicles would be foolish. There are about 2,543 trillion cubic feet (that's trillion with a

"t") of recoverable natural gas in the United States, according to the 2011 energy outlook by the U.S. Energy Information

Administration. And there might be even more than that. Oklahoma sits atop vast natural gas deposits and companies in

this state have the technology and experience to get it out of the ground. 

Are there dangers? Yes. Hydraulic fracturing has long been used to literally shake the gas out of shale formations. And, for

the most part,  it has been safe. Fracking has come under fire lately. The concerns are real and legitimate. The oil  and gas

industry needs to assure the public that fracking is safe. That might mean becoming more transparent about what exactly is

being pumped into the Earth during fracking.

Fair but vigilant
On the other hand, environmentalists must be willing to be tolerant as well as vigilant. 

The ACU and other parties have found their sound bites in this controversy. They claim that the NAT GAS Act is another

"government handout" and that the government has no business "picking winners and losers." 

Well, as one pundit put it, the government has been picking winners and losers for a long time and it's worked out pretty

well so far. Even by not "picking" it is choosing. If the government does nothing, then the one with the most assets is likely

to be the winner. That, alone, is influencing the outcome - "picking winners and losers." 

The only real losers if CNG is not pursued with government support, are the American people. Sullivan is on the right track

and the right side. He deserves support. 

I've had my disagreements with Sullivan and likely will have others. But he is always willing to discuss our differences in a

civil, honest way. On this, however, we agree. 

It's popular for some to say that they worry about the future of our children and grandchildren. Well, this is about the future.

Pass the NAT GAS Act. 
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Post office closings will hit smallest towns the hardest 

by: DAVID AVERILL Editor, Editorial Pages

Sunday, July 31, 2011

7/31/2011 3:44:05 AM

The U.S. Postal Service last week released a list of 3,653 post offices - 100 of them in Oklahoma - that it is considering

closing, beginning sometime next year. 

The Postal Service is in the worst financial crisis in its history. Mail volume declined 3.5 percent last year as Americans

continued to shift their communications to e-mail and text messaging, resulting in a record net loss of $8.5 billion. 

Post office closures are just one of several cost-cutting measures the USPS is eyeing; another is doing away with Saturday

deliveries. 

Post offices facing the possible ax typically are those that do about two hours work and less than $50 in business a day.

Many - but not all  - are within five miles of another office. 

Whichever post offices eventually are affected, each closure will inconvenience some customers. For many of those, the

inconvenience might be nothing more than driving an extra five miles to the nearest post office. 

But think what the loss of their local post office will mean to those who live in a remote place like Kenton, in the extreme

western tip of Oklahoma's Panhandle. 

Kenton is an unincorporated community with 17 residents, according to 2010 census figures, 19 according to Vicki Roberts,

who with her husband Monty Joe runs the Black Mesa Bed and Breakfast there. Kenton, which lies in the Cimarron River

valley, is just south of Black Mesa, the highest point in Oklahoma. It is so far west that it observes Rocky Mountain time. 

There are three full-time businesses in Kenton besides the post office - two bed-and-breakfasts and a guest ranch. A new

addition is a steak house that operates on Friday and Saturday nights. 

Roberts picks up her mail each day from a box at the post office, even though there is a rural mail delivery route that

originates out of Elkhart, Kan. The next nearest post office to Kenton is 38 miles away, in Boise City. If Kenton's post office

closes and gasoline stays at almost $4 a gallon, she says, she won't be able to afford a round-trip drive of nearly 80 miles

every day to pick up her mail in Boise City. 

Convenience is not one of the joys of life in Kenton. How remote is it? The nearest school is also in Boise City, which

means at least two hours a day on the school bus for the children who live in and around Kenton in the heart of cattle-

ranching country. 

Roberts also drives to Boise City to shop for groceries. 

The closest Wal-Mart and McDonald's are 100 miles away, in Guymon. 

The place to go for lumber, large appliances and medical specialists is Amarillo, Texas, 160 miles away. 

Kenton does have landline telephone service and DSL Internet access, but only two companies offer reliable cell phone

service, Roberts says. In fact, her B&B, a rustic 1910 ranch house on a working cattle ranch, has Wi-Fi. 

USPS spokeswoman Dionne Montague says that the post office closings will not affect existing mail delivery methods, so

apparently the rural-route in the area will continue. 

Apart from that the Postal Service is promoting what it calls the "Village Post Office," in which a local merchant such as a

pharmacist or grocer would sell stamps, flat-rate packaging and other products. 

That might be a problem in Kenton, because the only retail outlet, the Mercantile, or "The Merc," closed around

Christmastime last year. 

The Merc was an eclectic general store housed in a picturesque old building on the main street, where customers could get

a burger or bowl of chili and where they might find, next to one another on a shelf, a can of Right Guard spray, canned
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green beans and an old wooden box filled with what were purported to be dinosaur eggs. 

(There might be something to the dinosaur egg story. Since 1935 scientists exploring the Jurassic- and Triassic-era rocks

at the nearby Black Mesa have mined 18 tons of dinosaur bones from five species, including brontosaurus. And visitors can

clearly see a line of allosaurus footprints along Carrizo Creek just north of the mesa.) 

Losing their local post office will be just another inconvenience for those who live in and around Kenton - and dozens of

other small and remote communities - and life will go on. "We wanted to get away from the big city and we sure did,"

Roberts says with a chuckle. 

The Postal Service obviously faces drastic steps to deal with its shrinking business and growing deficits. But delivering the

mail is one of the few responsibilities specifically given Congress by the U.S. Constitution. You might make a good case

that the constitutional mandate is even more important in remote places, like Kenton, where residents don't enjoy all  the

communications alternatives available to those in the urban areas. Maybe those are the places that should keep their

dinky, inefficient post offices that do only a few dollars of business a day.

 
 
 
2012 Budget 

by: DAVID AVERILL Editor, Editorial Pages

Sunday, June 19, 2011

6/19/2011 3:24:07 AM

Throughout the recent legislative session, House and Senate leaders and Gov. Mary Fallin constantly repeated their

ostensible intention to "protect" education and other core state services in the budget-making process. 

As the session neared its end last month and they crafted a $6.5 billion state budget for fiscal 2012 - $218 million less than

2011 - the leaders celebrated and proclaimed that they had accomplished just that. 

But the fact is, not only does the 2012 budget not protect public education, it hammers it. 

While the overall budget was cut 3.2 percent, common education sustained a reduction of 4 percent, or $97.4 million;

career tech, 6 percent, or $8.2 million, and higher education, 6 percent, or $58.2 million. 

Another way to put it is this: Public education accounted for $167.4 million of the total $218 million in budget cuts. Still

another way is this: Public schools, colleges and universities, which together account for 52 percent of all  state

appropriations, sustained three-fourths of the cuts.

Slash and burn
No matter how you state the numbers, this is not a budget that "protects" public education. 

Tulsa Public Schools Superintendent Keith Ballard said that the cuts to common education would mean another $1.3

million reduction on top of the $6.3 million lost over the past two years - cuts that already forced the district to jettison

teachers and close neighborhood schools. 

The latest budget reductions (along with expiration of federal stimulus funds) are a big part of the reason why the Tulsa

district last week was forced to cut 65 special education employee positions and slash student counseling services

provided by mental health agencies. 

"The Legislature is determined to have smaller government," Ballard said. "This is what smaller government looks like." 

The sad fact is that the cuts didn't have to be this bad. Yes, Oklahoma experienced severe revenue declines over three

years because of the nation's Great Recession. But while revenues were dropping as the economy tanked, and for a few

years previous to that, legislators were busily and steadily chopping the state income tax top rate, which once stood at 7

percent, to 5.25 percent. 

Cutting the income rate, along with raising the standard deduction, costs the state an estimated $600 million a year.

Taxes and wealth
Lawmakers could have eased this year's education reductions by eliminating some tax credits and incentives or by delaying

the effective date of the latest income tax top rate reduction. 
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Or, God forbid, they could have raised taxes. Oklahoma voters in March, 1992 approved State Question 640, which

essentially makes it impossible to increase taxes without a vote of the people. 

But even a couple of years before that, legislatures were terrified by the very idea of raising taxes. So there has not been a

general state tax increase in more than 20 years. Any increase in state taxes, such as the cigarette tax hike, was limited

and approved by voters. 

The Legislature's recent tax-cutting efforts, taken together with the drastic steps that schools and other state agencies are

taking to deal with them, paint a troubling picture. 

Education cuts are the largest, but certainly not the only, part of a transfer of wealth in Oklahoma from middle and lower

income families to the wealthiest taxpayers. 

Consider just a few of the steps that state agencies are taking to deal with budget cuts: School districts across the state

are laying off teachers, cutting programs, even shortening their school year; colleges are considering tuition increases; the

Department of Tourism and Recreation is closing seven state parks; the Department of Human Services is cutting child-

care subsidies for low-income families and trimming other services. The list goes on and on.

Economic classes
The beneficiaries of public education, student mental health counseling, the state park system, child-care reimbursement

and other disappearing state services are by and large middle and lower income families. Those families are now faced

with paying for the services themselves, or going without - or in the case of education, accepting less. 

Meanwhile, state income rate reductions that helped make these budget cuts necessary are mostly enjoyed by the

wealthiest Oklahomans - the top 5 percent (those making 176,000 a year and up) will take home 43 percent of the tax cut;

the top 20 percent will realize 73 percent of it. 

I'm not suggesting that Oklahoma's political leadership is deliberately waging war on the middle and lower economic

classes. (The leadership did strive this past session to protect some other services - mental health, substance abuse and

health care, for example.) 

I'll  give them the benefit  of the doubt and just say that they probably haven't thought about it in those terms.

 
 
Oklahoma women's health status worsening  

by: JANET PEARSON Associate Editor

Sunday, August 07, 2011

8/7/2011 3:13:53 AM

The federal health care reform act includes significant new provisions that will benefit  women, which ought to be great

news for Oklahomans, and here's why: 

Oklahoma is the only state in the U.S. that saw life expectancies for women decline at the state level during part of the last

decade, according to a new study. 

But the new provisions, announced last week, won't be welcome news in Oklahoma, and here's why: Past history suggests

the health of women is not a high priority in this state, and anything tied to the Obama administration, no matter how

worthwhile it might be, is automatically reviled around these parts. 

The new study, "Falling Behind: life expectancy in U.S. counties from 2000 to 2007 in an international context," was

conducted by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington. 

The researchers studied county-level health data from across the country and found that during that time span, eight out of

every 10 U.S. counties "fell in standing against the average of the 10 nations with the best life expectancies in the world." 

People in Japan, Canada and other developed nations "are enjoying significant gains in life expectancy every year," while

most counties in the U.S. are falling behind. 

The study found that life expectancy in the U.S. in 2007 ranged from 65.9 to 81.1 years for men, and 73.5 to 86 years for

women. 

Women are especially affected by the downward trend, as are people in Appalachia, the Deep South and Northern Texas. 
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When compared with the 10 nations with the best life expectancies - a statistical average known as the "international

frontier" - U.S. counties "range from being 16 calendar years ahead to more than 50 behind for women." For men, the

range is from "15 calendar years ahead to more than 50 calendar years behind." 

"This mean that some counties have a life expectancy today that nations with the best health outcomes had in 1957." 

Want to move where your odds of living longer are better? Try the mountains or the coasts. Places in Florida, California,

Wyoming, Maryland and Colorado had some of the longest lifespans for men and women. 

So what are we doing wrong? The researchers believe that the size of the U.S., its racial diversity and economics are not

the main culprits. The authors instead believe that high rates of obesity, tobacco use, and other "preventable risk factors"

causing such conditions as high blood pressure and elevated blood glucose are the likeliest causes for declining life

expectancy.

The Oklahoma story
A little-known publication, Remapping Debate, elaborated on the study's findings and implications. Two pieces by writer

Mike Alberti appeared on June 13 and June 22: "Women as second-class (health) citizens," and "Life getting shorter for

women in hundreds of U.S. counties." Oklahoma, unfortunately, was featured prominently in both articles. 

Looking closer at the county-by-county data, Alberti found that life expectancy had "either declined or remained level in

most counties in Oklahoma." 

"In fact, Oklahoma is the only state in the country in which life expectancy for women decreased at the state level, from

78.5 years in 1987 to 77.9 years in 2007." For men, lifespans increased slightly, by a little over a year. 

The institute's research showed that 40 counties in Oklahoma experienced declines in female life expectancy of up to 1.3

years between 1987-2007; nine counties, including Tulsa, saw life expectancies remain the same. Only 28 counties saw

increases during that two-decade time span. 

Alberti uncovered during his research the same findings many of us from around here also have encountered again and

again: that Oklahoma's long-running health woes stem from chronic underfunding of health initiatives, such as tobacco-

control programs; low numbers of primary care physicians in some areas; too-little legislative and policy action on women's

health issues; and too-little emphasis on healthy practices such as exercising and eating right, among other factors. 

He repeated a quote uttered last year by state Health Commissioner Terry Cline, in a warning to lawmakers: "Oklahoma is

about to become the public health joke of the country." 

It's probably safe to take "about to become" out of that observation. 

These health issues are worrisome on several levels, not the least of which is the effect on the current generation. But as

Alberti found, these localized public health trends can have a "multiplier effect," worsening from one generation to the next,

and "even spreading into other regions if left unchecked."

Hope for change?
Alberti observed that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act - known around these parts as ObamaCare - has

provisions that could help improve women's health, but he noted that continuing cuts at the state level along with other

factors have "many public health experts ... worrying that things may get still worse for women." 

One of those "other factors" in places like Oklahoma is the "societal status of women." 

Quoting state Rep. Jeannie McDaniel, D-Tulsa, who has authored a number of unsuccessful health-care bills that would

have improved health outlooks for women: "When women are treated as second-class citizens, then you don't need to think

about our needs as much." She also said the top problem she has faced in trying to push such legislation is that the

measures are seen "as an infringement into the 'sanctity of the family.' " 

Alberti also quoted Judy Waxman, vice president of health and reproductive rights for the National Women's Law Center,

who singled out Oklahoma and Louisiana as examples of states "that just don't seem to care at all." 

"If  they cared, they would have much stronger policies in place." 

So will the new federal policies aimed at improving women's health make much difference here? Hard to say. They are

significant and certainly have that potential: contraceptive coverage; screening for cancer, sexually transmitted infection and

HIV screening; well-woman visits; domestic violence screening and counseling; and services for pregnant women, as well

as other preventive health services. 

But will these preventive efforts be embraced and welcomed, even expanded upon through state initiatives to address
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more needs? 

Probably not in the lifetimes of those Oklahoma women whose lifespans are getting shorter.

 
 
 
 
New approach could fix state prison problems 

by: JULIE DELCOUR Associate Editor

Sunday, June 26, 2011

6/26/2011 3:12:54 AM

If Chicken Little were to declare that the sky is falling in California, he'd be correct given the sheer magnitude of that state's

prison problems. 

Courtesy of the U.S. Supreme Court, over the next two years California must remove tens of thousands of inmates from

prison rolls, a consequence of prison overcrowding so extensive that conditions are violating the Eighth Amendment rule

against cruel and unusual punishment. 

Even before the high court's May ruling, California lawmakers were grappling with the fiscal realities of a corrections

system that has turned into an insatiable monster, pushing the state ever closer to financial collapse. 

Where will the state put 33,000 inmates - 12,000 more than are in the entire Oklahoma prison system - short of dumping

many of them back on the streets? One option is to place some lower-risk, nonviolent felons in county jails, an idea that

one lawyer/blogger likened to "digging a new hole to bury what you've just excavated." 

In their quest for solutions, California leaders are in panic mode. Essentially they're asking "the people to talk about flood

control planning when the levee already is broken." 

That quote comes from Californian Robert Coombs, senior policy analyst and public affairs manager for the Justice Center

at The Council of State Governments. 

Remember Coombs' name because he and Marshall Clement, project director of the Justice Reinvestment project at CSG,

as well as the Justice Reinvestment Working Group, led by Oklahoma House Speaker Kris Steele, might keep Oklahoma

from becoming another California. 

Currently prison capacity is at 96 percent. That's problematic, Steele, said because it means the Department of Corrections

has virtually no room to house new inmates. 

In the past decade, prison appropriations have grown 32 percent, yet Oklahoma still has an "unacceptably high violent

crime rate," Steele, R-Shawnee, said. Meanwhile, 36 other states have reduced their violent crime rates. "I'm not a

chicken-little kind of guy," Steele said, "but I know we cannot continue to go down this path. We're not to the California

point but we're headed there."

Time for recalibration
Oklahoma recently partnered with CSG's Justice Center, the Pew Center on the States and the U.S. Department of

Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance to analyze data to determine the effectiveness of public safety and corrections

policies. Oklahoma is in elite company; only 14 other states have been selected for the project over the past few years. 

In the coming months, experts will analyze data intensely and work with Steele's group to come up with suggested policy

changes to enhance public safety, save the state money, ascertain who needs to be in prison and those who might

represent little to no risk if handled in the community. Everything about the prison system gets examined, including how the

state supervises those thousands of inmates released from prison and why those who need supervision often aren't getting

it once released. 

Five years ago, Texas, a Reinvestment project state, passed corrections reform. Since then the state has saved $1 billion

that was reinvested in reforms and crime prevention. The state's crime rate is its lowest in 20 years. Other states such as

Kansas and Indiana have had similar success. 

The game-changer is showing facts - hard evidence - to the public and policymakers. Debate will follow about what to do

with that evidence and ultimately policy changes will occur. Or, that's at least the hope. 
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Oklahoma has momentum. The Legislature, led by Steele, passed landmark prison reform last session that largely got the

governor out of the parole process, changed the way some nonviolent offenders are handled and expanded electronic

surveillance. 

It's a start, and with the Reinvestment project a public dialogue can continue. 

The forthcoming data may change some of the mythology that drives Oklahoma's high rates of incarceration. Data and

discussion could lead to an overhaul of the state's sentencing structure and wiser decisions about how we punish

offenders. 

This "is an emotional issue," Steele said. Elections are approaching in 2012 and no politician wants to be perceived as soft

on crime. But this project is more than that, he said. "This actually comes down to a matter of public safety." 

There has to be a bipartisan approach, Steele said. "This issue transcends politics. You ought to be interested in this if you

are a fiscal conservative. You should be interested in this if you're a social conservative. And, if you're on the other side

you should be interested." 

Coombs maintains that "Oklahoma still has the freedom (and time) to do some of those kinds of things that will bring

systematic change." 

Let's hope that he's right because his home state, California, is flopping around like a fish - yet to develop a plan that would

bring it into compliance with the court order. California continues to be "underwater" on prison costs. 

Oklahoma has a chance to take a different path, to give up its ranking as first per capita in incarceration of women and fifth

for men. It still has a crack at being led out of the prison wasteland. 

 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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1. If the legislature does not approve acceptance of the grant, will the state return it 
to the federal government? At this point, no decision has been made to return the grant. 
The agency is waiting for state leadership to resolve this issue and provide further 
direction. We have not drawn any federal funds from this grant and will not make any 
requests for these funds until the issue is resolved.  

 
2. What will become of the exchange that is outlined in the grant proposal that the 
state submitted – will the state continue with its plans along the same lines? Again, the 
agency is waiting for state leadership to resolve this issue and provide further direction.   

 
3. Who wrote the grant proposal and when was it submitted? How many state 
employees are now tasked or assigned to this project?  The grant proposal was written by 
a team consisting of OHCA staff subject matter experts and was submitted Dec. 22, 2010. 
The proposal requests 10 full-time employees to be funded by the grant but as of this 
date, nobody has been hired. 
 
4. The grant application says the exchange ``will expand the population served 
potentially to every state resident.’’ How would that be? The Oklahoma grant proposal is 
to build a one-stop resource for any Oklahoman seeking information on affordable health 
insurance coverage options from both the private and public sector. Regardless of 
whether the consumer is qualified for coverage through Medicaid, eligible to receive tax 
credits, or determined to fall outside the assistance capabilities of the Oklahoma 
Exchange – all consumers will have the ability to learn what is available, as well as 
details about the plan or plans they may be comparing. Additionally, Oklahoma small 
businesses may also utilize the Internet functionality as a way to shop and compare high 
quality health insurance options for employees and their families. 
 
5. The application also appears to call for a network that would hold a Personal 
Health Record and medical records of people who use the exchange. It also appears to 
have interfaces with other electronic medical records in the state. This has been publicly 
discussed as a place people can go to comparison shop for insurance policies. Do you 
think people are aware that the state is proposing to store medical records in the exchange? 
There is no proposal to store medical records on the Oklahoma Exchange. There is an 
option for the consumer to create a Public Health Record that they can choose to share 
with their medical providers to increase the quality of health care they receive as well as 
provide better health outcomes. 

 
6. The application also calls for something called an eMPI, an electronic master 
patient index, to validate patients’ addresses and says “stakeholder entities can use the 
eMPI key for matching and de-duplicating records in their own internal systems.’’ What 
sources of data would be kept in this network to identify patients’ addresses? What other 
agencies would the health benefits exchange interface with to verify identity? The 
electronic master person index (eMPI) is a component of the Oklahoma proposal where 
consumers will benefit from a streamlined application process that doesn’t require them 
to locate and mail extensive paper information. Simply put, instead of consumers being 
required to mail in tax returns, birth certificates, etc., to verify income and identity, the 
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eMPI will compare their information to data held by the Internal Revenue Service as well 
as the Social Security Administration and Medicare. At the state level, data will be 
matched with records through the Oklahoma State Department of Health – Vital Statistics 
division and the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission. Consumers using the 
service will receive an eMPI which has been checked for duplication, accuracy and fraud. 
For example, a consumer may inadvertently submit multiple Oklahoma Exchange 
applications for various reasons (i.e. unfamiliarity with the system, connectivity problems, 
receiving assistance from several sources, etc). The eMPI ensures a single-member-
record is kept, reducing duplications and incorrect information. Likewise, methods of 
fraud and abuse will be deterred as information will be processed through the eMPI 
software which aims to recognize inaccuracies.   
Another example would be that in September 2013, Jane Doe delivers a baby girl and 
was qualified for SoonerCare (Oklahoma’s Medicaid program). Her labor and delivery 
expenses were paid by the SoonerCare program. Fast forward to 2014 and Jane Doe is 
expecting her second child and is seeking health insurance coverage through the 
Oklahoma Exchange. She is using the real-time eligibility determination system available 
to her through the Oklahoma Internet portal. She indicates that her husband recently 
received a promotion. That fact is verified by the data being cross checked with the other 
agencies. Due to her increase in household income she is not qualified for SoonerCare 
coverage; however her eMPI collects her previous qualification information (i.e. income, 
birth record, etc.) and uses a pre-populated application to streamline her eligibility 
process. As a result Jane Doe is not expected to resubmit copies of documentation she has 
already provided for her original Medicaid application. The eMPI tool provides assurance 
to Jane Doe that she has been accurately identified, thereby increasing consumer 
protections against identity theft and decreasing the potential for fraud and abuse. When 
applied one step further, Jane Doe can associate her eMPI at the time she chooses to 
create her personal health record. If she decides to share her PHR with her obstetrician, 
the eMPI uniquely identifies Jane Doe and assures her doctor that the information being 
shared is associated with the correct person. Jane Doe receives high quality care as a 
result of the secure information carried in large part by the eMPI. 
 
7. The application states that ``one of the contractors for the OHIEP will be Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise Systems.’’ Shouldn’t that be something that is put out to competitive 
bid? How were they chosen? What other contractors were considered? The grant proposal 
differentiates between technologies already in place versus new technology sought via 
competitive bid. HP Enterprise System is listed as one of the existing contractors because 
they are currently the agency’s fiscal agent having been recently awarded a competitive 
bid for the agency’s Medicaid Management Information Systems (MMIS). The grant 
proposal builds upon the OHCA’s current SoonerCare online enrollment system, which 
was built and is maintained by the existing contract with HP Enterprise Services. The 
new functionality will be competitively bid, and must interface with that existing system. 
Oklahoma will issue three competitive bids under this grant. The first request for 
proposal will seek a consultant to provide expertise, development and options for 
Oklahoma’s exchange. The second request for proposal will seek technical expertise and 
development of systems solutions for the interfaces with public programs as well as 
creation of standardized formats. The third request for proposal will seek identification of 
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requirements for systems, financial and operational aspects of Oklahoma’s Exchange.  
Approximately 97 percent of the grant funds will be competitively bid. 
 

8. HP and its lobbyists gave $8,100 to lawmakers and also spent $1,000 on meals for 
lawmakers and other state officials last year. Was that lobbying an attempt to win the 
contract for this exchange? The agency is not in position to speak for HP or their motives. 
The OHCA has enjoyed a long relationship with this company and their predecessor, 
EDS, as they have successfully won a competitive bid twice now to become the state 
Medicaid program fiscal agent and have helped create our agency’s online enrollment 
program.  

 

9. The application also calls for 10 employees to work under OHCA and eventually 
for a call center to be developed. How would that be funded and how much would it cost? 
The 10 full-time staff included in the grant proposal will be funded with 100 percent 
grant dollars, for a two-year, time-limited term of service. The total cost for all staff and 
employee benefits over the two year period is $1,659,944 or 3 percent of the total grant 
award. The proposal also includes the creation of a modular call center – one that is 
scalable and replicable – based upon the call volume and functions necessary to support 
the Oklahoma proposal. The total cost for the call center over the two year period is 
$17,769,072 which will be competitively bid and includes the addition of nearly 300 call 
center representatives; and establishment of phone, line, switch, and written 
communication (when necessary) capacity for all people served by the portal. 

 

10. What is the drawdown schedule for the grant and at what point does OHCA have 
to either return the grant or start spending it? Funds may be drawn down as they are spent. 
Four gate reviews are conducted during the grant period which review and approve 
expenditures for quality and appropriateness. The grant will expire on Feb. 15, 2013. 
Although we are eligible to request funds for costs incurred, we have not drawn any 
federal funds from this grant and will not make any requests for these funds until the 
issue is resolved. We have accumulated some costs for travel for a meeting in 
Washington D.C. with the federal grantor and some costs for human resources for posting 
of positions related to the grant. 

 
11. In general, what are the benefits of creating the exchange in this way for the 
state’s uninsured? The development of a model for eligibility and enrollment via the 
Oklahoma Exchange is the primary goal of this grant initiative. All Oklahomans, not just 
the uninsured, would benefit by being able to access the Internet at a location of their 
choosing, entering their information and without having to visit multiple agencies to 
gather copies of their records, the system will help them find health insurance coverage 
that they can afford. They will also benefit by having their information made available to 
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their provider if they choose and also by knowing there isn’t anyone using their identity 
to gain access to health services.  
This project will leverage tools such as the web-based real-time online enrollment portal 
that was made operational on Sept. 7, 2010 by the OHCA. Oklahoma proposes to utilize 
the online enrollment platform upon which the eligibility and enrollment functions within 
the Oklahoma Exchange will be established.  
The Early Innovator grant is aimed at providing Oklahoma with the resources and 
support needed to create an Information Technology infrastructure for an Oklahoma-
tailored Exchange. One large benefit to Oklahoma as an Early Innovator state is the 
ability to design and implement an Exchange prior to the establishment of somewhat-
prescriptive technical assistance and close cooperation than states establishing their 
exchanges in the future are likely to receive.  
Oklahoma’s proposal contains several key features aimed to establish a model for 
successfully integrating the Oklahoma Exchange into the health system. One such 
proposed feature allows consumers navigating through Oklahoma’s online enrollment 
feature of the exchange to select, at the time of application, a primary care provider. This 
feature allows many Oklahoma consumers to reap the benefits from the state’s Patient-
Centered Medical Home efforts.  Likewise, Oklahoma proposes to provide the consumer 
with an option to establish a Personal Health Record at the time of enrollment through the 
Oklahoma Exchange. This feature supports and builds upon Oklahoma’s Health 
Information Exchange efforts to fully-integrate the health care system in an efficient and 
effective electronic framework, thereby reducing redundancies and improving quality.    
It is the goal of the Early Innovator grant to create an Oklahoma-tailored Exchange IT 
system that is flexible, adaptable, and responds rapidly to changes in programs and future 
technology.   
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Tulsa World says Sooner Tea Party
Forces Expected to Hold

One Quarter of the House Seats in 2013
 

This will be a short newsletter this week.  Not a lot going on and
everyone is exhausted after cranking out three newspapers and
delivering to 90,000 voters last month.  The next newspaper should
be hitting Tulsa and Oklahoma City the third week in July to educate
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voters for the runoff races and candidates facing an opponent in the
General election.
 
The Oklahoma Tenth Amendment Center’s rally was held on Saturday
but the turnout was less than expected.  We didn’t support the rally
for several reasons, first that this is not the time to hold a rally after
seeing participation dwindle over the last three years.   Low numbers
embolden the politicians that are trying to ram this down our
throats. 
 
The second reason, and the most important, is that after three years
we have learned that rallies don’t do anything except allow people to
blow off steam without doing anything productive.  Had the same
three hundred to six hundred (according to attendees, not the media)
people gotten involved in the primary races to put the fear into those
politicians that would have made a difference.
 
The good news though is that what we are doing is working.    The
hard, grinding work of focusing on exposing the voting records of the
bad politicians and helping educate voters on those new candidates
that challenged the incumbents caused the legislators to vote much
better in this last session.  Not perfect by any means, but far better. 
We killed the 300 million dollar bond debt bills and killed the Obama
Care bills shortly after the presidential primary.  We won a
Congressional primary and several House and Senate primaries and
helped others make it to a runoff vote.
 
Re read those comments from Professor Keith Gaddie in last week’s
newsletter; we won that primary vote by forcing the incumbents to
talk about our issues and forcing them to the right during the
legislative session.
 
The Tulsa world did an excellent article on the incoming Speaker of
the House, TW Shannon.  The reporter opened with these comments:
 
“They agree on one point - the tea party hasn't peaked in its
influence in the Legislature.   While incumbent Republicans turned
back high-profile tea-party challenges, tea-party candidates did very
well in open seats in the recent GOP primary.   After the November
election, it's reasonable to expect the tea-party coalition in the state
House to have about a quarter of the seats. “
 
Remember back to when we started the Sooner Tea Party; we had
only ten to fifteen legislators on our side, now we are expected to
have one quarter of the House in our camp for the 2013 legislative
session.  Couple that with the conservative Democrats and we will
have a good chance of forcing the RINOs to vote according to how
they ran for office.  
 
The story does miss the point on the failure of the income tax
reduction, the Senate plan was deeply flawed, favored only the
richest Oklahomans and actually raised taxes on over 400,000
Oklahomans.  The defeat of the income tax “reduction” was a victory
for the Tea Party forces not gridlock where nothing was
accomplished.   It was the third defeat of the State Chamber forces in
2012 after Obama Care and the 300 million in new bond debt.
 
The article points out the fine line that Speaker Shannon will have to
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walk but it forgets that the only path forward for Shannon is to allow
legislation that has the support of the Sooner Tea Party forces, the
conservative Democrats, and that lines up to what the State Chamber
forces ran for office on.   Any special interest legislation is dead on
arrival next year if we maintain our program of exposing voting
records.   The game has changed, last week the Oklahoman
acknowledged our influence, this weekend the Tulsa World admitted
it, and even the RINOs know it, perhaps they more than anyone.
 
Our challenge for now is to remember that we still have five months
to influence the RINOs by making them pay for their bad votes in
2010 and 2011.  If we don’t have a good Republican candidate then
we expose the voting record of the incumbent, whether they lose or
win they will remember that voting against the public good has
repercussions.
 
We are doing well here in Oklahoma.   Our group has attracted a lot
of jealousy because of our ability to make an impact but also because
we are the group the media looks to for their stories.  We don’t
thrash around blindly, wasting resources and time with useless
meetings and rallies; we focus strictly on forcing Republicans to
keeping their campaign promises.  No other group comes close to
raising money like we do for our projects; no other group has the
entire House and Senate reading their newsletter on Sunday night. 
No other group has put together the political training and
infrastructure needed to help candidates take on the incumbents. 
And no other group understands the reality of politics which is why
we have become a force to be reckoned with.
 
 

 
 

Interesting Times Ahead
 
 
Back in March President Obama issued an Executive Order that gives
an unprecedented level of authority to the President and the federal
government to take over all the fundamental parts of our economy in
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the name of national security.  This means all of our water resources,
construction services and materials (steel, concrete, etc.), our civil
transportation system, food and health resources, our energy
supplies including oil and natural gas – even farm equipment – can
be taken over by the President and his cabinet secretaries.  The
Government can also draft U.S. citizens into the military and force
U.S. citizens to fulfill "labor requirements" for the purposes of
"national defense."    No Congressional oversight, only briefings are
required. 
 
As President and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, he has
the Constitutional authority to issue executive orders.  And while
similar orders have been made before by recent presidents  they
were usually boiler plate updates to plans set on the shelf incase of
all out war.
 
The first Executive Order was issued by Washington and set aside a
day of Thanksgiving, not our traditional Thanksgiving Day which
didn’t come into law until 1986 during the Lincoln administration.    A
benign enough use of presidential power to enact law I suppose but
soon after came another Executive Order, called a Directive at the
time, which forbade U.S. citizens from trading with belligerents in a
war between England, Prussia, Austria, and Sardinia.   The U.S.
Constitution gives the president the power to enact rules and issue
orders to enforce legislation passed by Congress but the power to
make law is reserved to Congress alone.   As there was no law
passed by Congress refraining citizens from trading with belligerents,
allowing Washington to do so was patently unconstitutional.
 
Presidential orders are supposed to be valid only within the Executive
branch, or as pardons, or when needed to carry out a statue passed
by Congress.   Thankfully for our country other presidents realized
that the issuance of Executive Orders past those boundaries was
unconstitutional so the precedent set by Washington and the first
Congress remained unused until the Lincoln administration.
 
Upon the succession of South Carolina Lincoln began using Executive
Orders to run the country in preparation for war as Congress was not
in session at the time.  Rather than convening Congress, Lincoln ran
the country and the war effort single handily for two and a half
months.  When Congress did convene, they rubber stamped all that
Lincoln had done, and the Supreme Court ruled later that presidential
war powers were constitutional to put down a rebellion or to thwart
an invasion.  Lincoln went much further, suspending Habeas Corpus
on the East Coast, ignoring a Supreme Court decision a month later
that called the act unconstitutional.
 
Lincoln went even further, arresting a dozen Maryland state
legislators to prevent them from voting for succession, denying the
use of the postal system to newspapers that didn’t support Lincoln,
he even seized the salary of a Federal Judge and placed military
guards at the judge's home after the judge sent a letter saying that
rebel forces might capture Washington D.C..    Secretary of State
Seward had over 800 citizens arrested during the war and Secretary
of War Stanton arrested over 13,000 citizens during the war.  Starting
in 1862 U.S. Marshals were ordered to arrest and imprison anyone
that was against the war or was disloyal to the war effort and try
them in military courts.
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In April 1863 Ohio gubernatorial candidate Vallandigham was arrested
for giving two speeches critical of President Lincoln, then tried and
convicted by a military tribunal and sent to prison.   After losing an
appeal in District Court, the Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal
and Vallandigham was banished to Confederate territory.  Several
years after the war the Supreme Court ruled that Lincoln had acted
unconstitutionally by prosecuting civilians in military courts when civil
courts were operating, proving that the Supreme Court would restrain
presidential war powers after the war was over.
Lincoln admitted that his acts were unconstitutional in a letter to a
Kentucky newspaper:
 
“I felt that measures otherwise unconstitutional might become lawful
by becoming indispensable to the preservation of the Constitution
through the preservation of the nation.”
 
Again in 1917 Woodrow Wilson charged over 2,000 citizens for
opposing the war and convicted more than half of them with the
Supreme Court ruling the arrests constitutional.
 
In a unanimous Court decision rejecting an appeal, Oliver Wendell
Holmes wrote:
 
 “When a nation is at war many things which might be said in time of
peace are such a hindrance to its efforts that their utterance will not
be endured so long as men fight…No court could regard them as
protected by constitutional right.”
 
 After the war was over Wilson’s Attorney General continued a series
of raids, arrests, interrogations, and deportations of suspected
anarchists and communists after some bombings or for distributing
pamphlets opposing the U.S intervention in the Russian civil war.
 
Before the start of WWII Roosevelt had taken his lessons from
Lincoln and Wilson, ordering U.S. forces to attack German
submarines or surface craft and secretly authorizing warrantless
wiretapping inside the United States even after his Attorney General
advised that the wiretaps were illegal.
 
 “I am convinced,” Roosevelt told Attorney General Robert Jackson,
“that the Supreme Court never intended any dictum…to apply to
grave matters involving the defense of the nation.  It would be too
late to do anything about it after sabotage, assassinations and fifth
column activities are completed.”
 
Roosevelt went on to imprison over 100,000 American citizens of
Japanese heritage causing his Attorney General, Francis Biddle to
comment:
 
 “I do not think he was much concerned with the gravity or
implications of this step….What must be done to defend the country
must be done.  Nor do I think that the Constitutional difficulty
plagued him. The Constitution has not greatly bothered any wartime
President. That was a question of law, which ultimately the Supreme
Court must decide. And meanwhile – probably a long meanwhile –
we must get on with the war.” 
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Entire industries and industrial plants were seized when labor
disputes arose if there was any concern of impeding the war effort
both in WWII and the Korean War.
 
The bottom line is that the Supreme Court has given wide latitude to
presidents in time of actual wars and there is no reason to believe
that the Obama administration would worry any more about the
Constitution than did Wilson, Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower,
Kennedy, or Nixon.   This type of Martial Law imposes a government
takeover on U.S. citizens that is typically reserved for national
emergencies, not in a time of relative peace but the unknown piece
of the puzzle is how far the presidential war powers can be stretched
during an Iraq or Afghanistan type war.
 
Oklahoma legislators should stand ready to fulfill their constitutional
duty to force the federal government to restrict itself to following the
Constitution.   We saw the REAL ID act fail and be rescinded after 26
states banded together.  They need not foster armed rebellion, state
laws nullifying unconstitutional federal laws, even  resolutions passed
at the state level are powerful weapons to force the feds to back
down as are lawsuits against the federal government.   Past that,
applying pressure on state Congressional delegations to get Congress
to defend their process in the checks and balance system is crucial.
 
Many believe that the end of 2012 is going to be an anxious time for
our country.  Will Obama step down if defeated?   Is ACORN already
at work preparing to influence the outcome of the election?  Will
these executive orders be used after a manufactured emergency or
an instigated terror attack to prevent the normal transfer of power? 
As we can see from the history of our nation and from the Obama
Care decision, we can’t count on the Supreme Court to solve our
political problems that is ultimately based in the refusal of the vast
majority of our citizen’s refusal to participate in the process.
 

 
Must We Really Get Busy Creating the

Health Insurance Exchange?
By Ms PM
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So says this article from newsok.com that you can read here.
 
No, not so fast. Coming from a leftie newspaper you can't expect
them to run an article like this without telling everyone what to do.
They are such good little minions of the Obama/Chambercrat Party.
 
According to the article, the reason these conservatives they speak of
did not go along with this law before was because they were miffed
at Obama.
 
First lie... the un-spun reason was loud and clear to all of those not
so conservative conservatives when the people of Oklahoma began
reaming their butts. This happened on more than one occasion, and
why, because they wouldn't accept no for an answer from citizens.
 
The second lie in three parts...
 
"Governor Mary Fallin and Republican leaders in the House and
Senate--all of them staunch conservatives by any yardstick had
agreed on a proposal. Then some Senators protested, citing concerns
about federal red tape but mostly making the point that accepting
the grant was the same as endorsement of Obama Care."
 
The first part of this lie is that the folks at this newspaper typically
call staunch conservatives "right wing radicals." The elite they speak
of are RINOS or Chambercrats. The second part of this lie was that
Missy Fallin got her butt reamed by the people as well, and her only
choice was to give the money back or crash and burn. They got part
of the third part of the lie correct by saying those in favor of the
exchange drew challengers at the ballot box. The rest of the truth is
that it wasn't only because of their stance on the exchange; it had a
lot to do with their record of lefty votes on other bills.
 
The article also states that Oklahoma can't bank on Romney winning
or Republicans gaining a majority in both houses. We can't bank on
not getting run over by a honey dipper truck either, but it's the
chance you take. Does it really matter where the crap comes from
when you will be covered in it?
 
In this article from CapitolBeatOK          states that Twelve U.S.
Senators and 61 members of the U.S. House have written every
governor here in the good ole' USA and this includes our governor.
Oklahoma representatives include Tom Coburn and James Lankford.
You can also read a copy of the letter sent to all governors in this
article.
 
This article  http://newsok.com/insure-oklahoma-eyed-for-exchange-
by-some-lawmakers/article/3690399   
states "Insure Oklahoma" as a likely or logical place for the state to
implement the Oklahoma exchange. 
 
This article  goes over all the tax hikes that are in Obama Care.
Particular interest was the exemptions of those taxes for people not
buying health insurance to be determined by HHS.
 
Senator Patrick Anderson of Enid has asked Governor Fallin not to
implement Obama Care.  Are there any other Oklahoma Senators
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that would like to take a stand?   Governors Bobby Jindal in
Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South
Carolina have also said they will not implement this anti-American
beast.
 
Governor Fallin is the "staunch Republican" the first article speaks of,
merely because their definition doesn't come close to what a
Republican truly is.  One can only wonder what flavor her dance will
smell like when she pinches her cheeks together to squeeze under
this conservative yardstick to hide out.
 
You can contact her office at 405 521-2342
or Fax at 405 521-3353
 
Please light up her lines like the Fourth of July.
 
 
 

 
Tulsa Metro Chamber Demands

One Third of a Billion Dollars in Tax
Increases

The Tulsa Metro Chamber is a private organization that gets millions
of dollars from Tulsa taxpayers but now it wants voters to approve a
$329.4 million tax increase.  After being stymied at the Capitol this
year they turned their sights on enacting corporate welfare at the
county level.
 
The Chamber quotes a Cole, Hargrave, Snodgrass & Associates
survey that “job creation” is the most important issue in the minds of
Tulsa citizens and claims that 15,000 people in the Tulsa metro area
work in aerospace and that many of these jobs are “high paying”. 
Specifically the Tulsa Chamber wants hundreds of millions of tax
dollars spent on the industrial complex on the east side of the Tulsa
International Airport.
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The City of Tulsa and the Tulsa Airport Authority owns the 639 acres
and leases buildings and land to private companies.  Over six million
square feet of building space holds 11,000 workers.   They are asking
for tax money for heating and air conditioning, roof
repair/replacement, electrical work, parking lot repair, hangar
modifications, utility lines, environmental upgrades, and building
demolition.   The report claims that future aircraft fleets will bring in
enough work to justify the upgrades.
 
Part two of the Tulsa Chamber one third of a billion dollars in new
taxes is for a slush fund for “job creation” another term for corporate
welfare funneled to Chamber of Commerce members.
The Tulsa Chamber claims that the third of a billion in tax money
would make Tulsa competitive for global business and increase sales
tax growth.
 
Uh, building leases don’t pay sales tax.
 
Second, what kind of business can pay high wages yet can't afford
lease payments that cover maintance of the buildings?
.
The deadline to put a tax increase on the Nov. 6 ballot is in August
so contact your Tulsa County public officials and demand that this
third of a billion in new taxes gets defeated before it is put on a
ballot.
 
 
 

 
Important dates to remember

 
Aug. 28: Runoff election
Aug. 3: Last day to register to vote in runoff
 
Aug. 22: Last day to request absentee ballot for runoff
 
Aug. 24-25, 27: Early voting for runoff
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Nov. 6: General election
Oct. 12: Last day to register to vote in general election
 
Oct. 31: Last day to request absentee ballot for general election
 
Nov. 2-3, 5: Early voting in general election
 
 
 
 Here are all the House members in two fifty member
blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email
address header and email fifty of them with one email
yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?  
Click here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding
this newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off
our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the
newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign
materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we
will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally
as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians
so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party,
358 North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or
visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation
button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: TulsaBusiness.com Daily News
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: TulsaBusiness.com Daily News
Date: Thursday, November 01, 2012 12:40:16 PM

Home News Events Book of Lists Calendar Photos Contact Us About Us

 
We want your opinions! 
Click HERE to take a brief survey.
 
Today's Top Stories

Williams Partners signs purchase agreement for
Williams' gulf olefins business 
11/1/2012 
Williams Partners and Williams yesterday
announced an agreement for Williams Partners
to acquire Williams’ approximately 83-percent
undivided interest in the Geismar olefins
production facility, as well as Williams’
refinery-grade propylene splitter for $2.264
billion and pipelines in the Gulf region, for
$100 million. 

Oklahoma Insurance Commission sides with
Hobby Lobby against Obamacare 
11/1/2012 
Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D.
Doak declared his support today for
Oklahoma-based Hobby Lobby in its suit
against a provision in the Affordable Care Act.
The provision would require businesses to
provide their employees with coverage for the
morning-after pill and the week-after pill. 

Williams Partners reports Q3 results 
11/1/2012 
Williams Partners yesterday announced
unaudited third-quarter 2012 net income of
$237 million, or $0.38 per common limited-
partner unit, compared with third-quarter 2011
net income of $342 million, or $0.91 per
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common limited-partner unit. 

Devon Energy to webcast 3Q earnings conference
call 
11/1/2012 
Devon Energy Corporation confirmed
yesterday that it will discuss its third-quarter
2012 financial and operating results in a
conference call at 10 a.m. Wed. Wednesday,
Nov. 7. 

BOK Financial reports $87 Million Q3 earnings 
11/1/2012 
BOK Financial Corporation reported net
income of $87.4 million or $1.27 per diluted
share for the third quarter of 2012, compared
to net income of $97.6 million or $1.43 per
diluted share for the second quarter of 2012
and net income of $85.1 million or $1.24 per
diluted share for the third quarter of 2011. 

TBJ announces Men of Distinction 2012 
10/30/2012 
We’ve got captains of industry, a legendary
Oklahoma State University coach, and leaders
of civic groups. The Tulsa Business Journal
has selected its honorees for this year’s Men
of Distinction, which recognizes accomplished
male professionals in the local business
community. 
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From: TulsaBusiness.com Daily News
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Subject: TulsaBusiness.com Daily News
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:03:49 PM

Home News Events Book of Lists Calendar Photos Contact Us About Us

 
Today's Top Stories

Governor, AG both disappointed by SC Obamacare ruling 
6/28/2012 
In separate statements, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin and
state Attorney General Scott Pruitt each expressed
disappointment at today’s ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court
to uphold the constitutionality of the individual mandate of
President Barack Obama's health care reform law. 

Companies enrolled in Quality Jobs Program announce
expansions 
6/28/2012 
The Oklahoma Department of Commerce announced that
408 new jobs will be created in Tulsa by three companies
recently accepted into the Quality Jobs Program in May. 

Nominations open for 2012 Power Attorneys 
6/28/2012 
Nominations are open for the Tulsa Business Journal's 2012
Power Attorneys & Legal Professionals. 
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From: TulsaBusiness.com Daily News
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We want your opinions! 
Click HERE to take a brief survey.
 
Today's Top Stories

Oklahoma unemployment up slightly in October 
11/20/2012 
Unemployment in Oklahoma rose slightly to
5.3 percent in October, reported the
Oklahoma Employment Security Commission
Tuesday. 

Oklahoma will not pursue state exchanges under
Affordable Care Act, says Fallin 
11/20/2012 
Gov. Mary Fallin announced Monday that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a
state-based exchange or participate in the
Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act. 

Hostess and union to enter mediation 
11/20/2012 
After Hostess Brands Inc. announced Friday it
was moving to close operations and begin
liquidation, the company announced Monday it
will enter confidential mediation with the
Bakery, Confectionary Tobacco and Grain
Millers Union. 

Tulsa Metro Chamber to change names 
11/20/2012 
The Tulsa Metro Chamber will soon be no
more. It will instead be the Tulsa Regional
Chamber. 
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The Tulsa 40 nominations open next week 
11/20/2012 
Beginning Monday, Nov. 26, the Tulsa
Business Journal will be accepting nominations
for The Tulsa 40, an annual recognition and
celebration of up-and-coming professionals
under the age of 40. 
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Wisconsin
State's Voter ID Law Ruled Unconstitutional

A Dane County judge struck down the state's new voter ID law on Monday -- the same

day the U.S. Department of Justice blocked Texas' voter ID law. State Attorney

General J.B. Van Hollen promised to quickly appeal the decision.
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Colorado | Colorado Moving to Google's Cloud-Based Email

FEDERAL NEWS
Nation | Landmark Foreclosure Settlement with Banks Almost Official

Missouri | 'America's Got Talent' Winner Running for Missouri House Seat

Florida | Florida Senate Race Rival Attacks Rep. Mack's Past

Illinois | Illinois House Race Faces GOP Generational Fight

Nation | Senators Come Back to Congress After Years Away

Utah | Republicans Weigh Returning Orrin Hatch for 7th Term
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disaster are among several factors keeping the
industry in limbo in the U.S., Stateline reports.

DAILY DIGIT

2.3%
The increase in the number of trips taken on

public transportation last year compared to 2010.

This is the highest level of public-transit use

since 2008.
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Time and Attendance Strategies for
the Modern Workforce

Organizations are operating in a period of
breathtaking technological change and
integration. A new generation of workforce
management solutions for your tech-savvy, high
expectations workforce can drive performance in
your organization. Success begins by integrating
time and attendance with other workforce
processes.
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Government Can't Keep Up with FOIA Requests

FROM THE BLOGS

How Can Localities Support Job Growth?
Finding funding opportunities and communicating with area businesses are key, a
National League of Cities panel said...

View | Read more

Governing Data Relaunches With New Look
Looking for data? Check out the new and improved Governing Data site.

By the Numbers | Read more

Bridges and the Inexorable Laws of Physics
Structurally deficient bridges will fall. The only question is when. We need to be
thinking about risks like those, and about what to do about them.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

Are Local Government Cuts Nearing An End?
New data shows local public employee cuts have slowed. Does this mean
governments are about to rehire?
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Every week, Governing.com compiles state and municipal government-related events
happening around the country.
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Two states, two different paths on charter schools
Date: Thursday, March 29, 2012 1:01:15 PM

Thursday, March 29, 2012

STATELINE
REPORTING

Two states, two different paths on charter schools 
By Ben Wieder, Stateline Staff Writer

Legislators in Georgia want to the state to be able to create new charter schools without local approval,

while legislators in New Jersey would like to slow down the process by requiring local consent.

New York expands DNA databank 
By Maggie Clark, Stateline Staff Writer

PUBLIC SAFETY BEAT: New York will now take and catalog DNA samples from more offenders than any

other state. Supporters say the expansion will make it easier for police to solve crimes and for defendants

to prove innocence, but opponents say it's an invasion of privacy.

In New Jersey, Christie keeps up his confrontational style 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: On the same day a poll showed that 87 percent of New Jersey voters are tired of their

politicians insulting one another, Governor Chris Christie likened some of his adversaries in the state

legislature to “pigs at the trough.”

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: Supreme Court appears poised to nullify entire healthcare law
By David G. Savage and Noam N. Levey, Los Angeles Times
During a final day of arguments, the five conservative justices reveal they may be inclined to strike down

not only the insurance mandate provision, but the whole of Obama's healthcare law.

UT: Supreme Court brings up Utah's health care exchange 
By Thomas Burr, The Salt Lake Tribune
WASHINGTON -- Utah's health care exchange was touted as a solution for individuals to purchase
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coverage without a mandate during Wednesday's final day of Supreme Court arguments over the sweeping

federal health care law.

FL: Pam Bondi finds spotlight outside Supreme Court
By Erika Bolstad, The Miami Herald
Blessed with sound bite sensibilities in an all-male scrum of long-winded gray suits, Florida Attorney

General Pam Bondi stood out in Washington this week as the unofficial spokeswoman for the 26 states that

challenged the health care law to the Supreme Court.

PA: 'Obamacare' reference becomes fodder for debate on Pa. Senate
floor
By Karen Langley, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
The health care debate that waylaid the state Senate on Wednesday seemed no less divisive than the

constitutional argument in Washington, but it involved a simpler question: Is it all  right to say "Obamacare"

on the chamber floor?

NJ: Intraparty feud explodes over Rutgers, Rowan merger
By Jason Method, Asbury Park Press
Rifts in the state Democratic Party burst open in full view Wednesday as longtime U.S. Sen. Frank R.

Lautenberg and state Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney engaged in a verbal barrage over the

proposed merger of universities.

NY: State -- "Back office" mergers to save $1B
By Rick Karlin, Times Union (Albany)
If you think buying a box of pens is a simple task, you haven't bought supplies for the State of New York.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo wants to change that: Tucked into the stack of bills comprising New York's $132.6

billion budget for the fiscal year that begins on Sunday is a sweeping plan to consolidate the "back-office"

functions of state agencies.

MA: The new normal -- Mass. cities and towns are making do with
less
By Brenda J. Buote, The Boston Globe
As Massachusetts emerges from the depths of recession, local communities are struggling to find their

financial footing, with most asking homeowners to pay the maximum increase allowed under Proposition 2

1/2, the state's tax cap law.

ME: Maine income growth ranks 50th among states; incomes lowest in
region
By Staff, Bangor Daily News
Mainers' personal income growth was 3.4 percent in 2011, the nation's lowest, according to federal figures

issued Wednesday. North Dakota led the list at 8.1 percent growth. Meanwhile, the rest of New England

showed much stronger growth, with an average increase of 4.9 percent for the region, according to a

statement of estimates released by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.

MI: Snyder on prospect of financial agreement in Detroit -- I'm
impatient, and I think citizens are too
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By Jonathan Oosting, mlive.com
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder says it's time to stop talking and start doing in Detroit. Snyder, speaking to

residents during a town hall meeting at Wayne County Community College in Detroit, pressured city leaders

to sign an agreement with the state by the end of the week that will eliminate his legal obligation to

consider an emergency manager for the city.

KS: Kansas would need 423,175 new jobs to offset tax cuts,
researchers say 
By Brent D. Wistrom, Wichita Eagle
It would take 423,175 new jobs in Kansas in 18 months to generate enough sales and income tax revenue

to cover the $829 million projected cost of a major tax reform bill approved by the Senate, according to

numbers released by legislative researchers.

CO: Colorado Democrats want Secretary of State Scott Gessler
removed from office 
By Sara Burnett, The Denver Post
Colorado Democrats unleashed some of their strongest criticism yet of Secretary of State Scott Gessler

Wednesday, saying he should be removed from office after he opposed an election-related bill that was

later killed by fellow Republicans.

WA: Another special session? 
By Rachel La Corte, The Associated Press, The News Tribune (Tacoma)
For weeks, the main sticking points to a state budget solution have been a Democratic plan to delay a

payment to schools by a day, and a Republican plan to skip a pension payment. Once those logjams were

broken, lawmakers indicated, the rest could fall into place fairly quickly.
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Ty Bassham commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s photo
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:29:46 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Ty Bassham commented on Governor Mary Fallin's photo.

Ty wrote: "What are the chances of Oklahoma seceding from the union? I
think that is a serious topic that should be concidered for the welfair of
Oklahoma citizens. Obamacare is not an option and its an unfair tazation by
an iligitimate tyrannical treasonous president who does not have our best
interest nor the interest of the people of the United States. Please concider
this option.."

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this photo. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Communications Center
To: Communications Center
Subject: U.S. Senator John Barrasso Delivers Weekly Republican Address
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 4:13:10 PM

EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senator John Barrasso Delivers Weekly Republican
Address

‘There should be no doubt: Republicans in Congress will fight to repeal the
President's failed health care law.’

 
WASHINGTON, DC – In the Weekly Republican Address, U.S. Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyoming) calls
for full repeal of Obamacare following the Supreme Court’s decision this week to uphold the President’s
health law. A doctor who has practiced medicine for 25 years, Sen. Barrasso says the Court’s ruling did
nothing to improve the failed health care law: “It remains unworkable, unaffordable, and very unpopular.”
Sen. Barrasso says congressional Republicans are committed to repealing Obamacare and replacing it
with health care reform that ensures Americans “get the care they need, from the doctor they choose, at
a lower cost.” The Weekly Republican Address is available in both audio and video format and is
embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET, Saturday, June 30, 2012. The audio of the address is available here, the
video will be available here and you may download the address here. A full transcript of the address
follows:
“Hi.  I’m Dr. John Barrasso, United States Senator for Wyoming.
“The President and his allies in Congress are going to try to convince the public that the Supreme Court
just gave the health care law a seal of approval.
“The fact is that this is the same failed policy that won’t lower the cost of health care in America.   
“On Thursday, I was in the courtroom as the Supreme Court ruled that the President’s health care law
is what the President claimed it was not: a new tax. 
“President Obama has repeatedly promised, and I quote, ‘if you're a family making less than $250,000 a
year, my plan,’ he said, ‘won't raise your taxes one penny.’ 
“Now, all of America knows the truth.
“The President's health care law hires more IRS agents to investigate you and to make sure you buy
insurance—but it fails to deal with the shortage of nurses and doctors to actually take care of you.
“The President’s health care tax is only one of his many broken promises related to this law. 
“He promised lower health care costs, but they keep going up.
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“He promised lower insurance premiums, but they've increased $2,400 a family over the past three
years.
“He promised the law would create jobs, but the Congressional Budget Office projects that 800,000
fewer people will have jobs because of this law.  
“He promised it wouldn’t add a dime to the deficit, but the law calls for trillions of dollars in new
spending that Americans don’t want.
“The President said he would protect Medicare—but instead he raided $500 billion from our seniors on
Medicare—not to strengthen Medicare—but to start a whole new government program for someone
else. 
“Even after the Supreme Court ruling was announced, the President said that if you like the insurance
you have, you can keep it.  
“Mr. President, because of your law, many Americans have already lost the health insurance that they
had and they liked. 
“Each broken promise proves that the Supreme Court’s ruling did absolutely nothing to improve the
President's failed health care law.
“It remains unworkable, unaffordable, and very unpopular.
“Americans deserve better. 
“As a doctor who’s practiced medicine for 25 years, I know that the health care system in this country is
far from perfect.  It’s one of the reasons I ran for the Senate in the first place.
“The goal of health care reform all along should have been to ensure that people get the care they
need, from the doctor they choose, at a lower cost.
“Under President Obama's health care law, they got the exact opposite—tax increases and government
control. 
“Now we have another chance to reform our health care system and in a way that does not result in
higher costs, in fewer choices, and less personal control.  
“There should be no doubt: Republicans in Congress will fight to repeal the President's failed health
care law. 
“It is a law that is bad for patients, it is bad for the nurses and the doctors who care for those patients,
and it's terrible for taxpayers.
“In the middle of a tough economy, President Obama passed a health care law that has made our
economy even worse. 
“By forcing expensive new health care mandates through Congress, he's made it harder for Americans
to find good jobs and provide for their families. 
“With unemployment at over 8 percent for over 40 straight months, we cannot afford for this tax to stay
in place any longer.
“Once we have repealed the law, we will tackle the serious problems that plagued our health care
system and are now getting worse.   
“We will replace this law with real reforms that will actually lower costs and improve access to care.
“We will not make the same mistakes the Democrats made.
“We will not raise taxes in the middle of a recession.
“We will not push through a 2,700 page bill the American people can’t afford and don't want.
“Unlike President Obama, we will not cut deals behind closed doors to protect special interest groups, or
include political carve outs for some states at the expense of others.
“What we will do is make sure that our health care system is truly patient-centered, not government-
centered.
“Republicans in Congress are committed to a step-by-step approach that’s focused on lowering the cost
of care.  
“That means commonsense solutions, like allowing premium breaks to encourage healthy behavior. 
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“It means letting consumers buy insurance across state lines, and letting small businesses pool together
to offer affordable health insurance to their workers.
“It means finally ending the lawsuit abuse that leads doctors to practice defensive medicine by ordering
expensive and unnecessary tests.
“Now that the Supreme Court has acted, the American people cannot afford for Congress to wait any
longer.
“It is time for Washington to repeal the President's health care law and replace it with real health care
reform.  
“Thank you for joining me today.”
 

###
SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

202.228.NEWS
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From: Communications Center
To: Communications Center
Subject: U.S. Senator Marco Rubio Delivers Weekly Republican Address
Date: Friday, January 27, 2012 3:02:29 PM

EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, January 28, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio Delivers Weekly Republican
Address

‘President Obama has a year left in the White House. So what are his plans
now to make things better?... Well we got our answer Tuesday night. He plans
to divide us against each other. To pit Americans against other Americans in

the hopes of generating enough votes to get re-elected.’
 

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-Florida) released the following Weekly Republican
Address. The address is available in both audio and video format and is embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET,
Saturday, January 28, 2012.
 
Audio of the address is available here
Video of the address will be available here
You can download the address here
 
Full transcript of Senator Rubio’s Address:
 
“Hello, I’m Marco Rubio, a Senator from Florida. Right now all eyes are focused on my home state
ahead of next week’s Republican presidential primary. It’s an exciting contest and I know that passions
are high. So I wanted to take a moment to explain to the rest of the country why Republicans in Florida
are so excited about this primary: Because we believe our country is in big trouble.
 
“As you know, earlier this week, President Obama delivered his fourth annual address to Congress. It
was an opportunity for the President to talk about his accomplishments over the last three years and to
lay out his plans for the year ahead.
 
“And he missed on both counts.
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“You didn’t hear much talk about the success of his Administration—and that’s because there isn’t
much.
 
“Yes, this President inherited a significant national debt, but over the last three years he’s made it
worse. Our national debt has grown by nearly 50 percent since he took over, and now, for the first time
since World War II, our national debt is larger than our country’s economy.
 
“Yes, this President inherited an economy where unemployment was too high, but over the last three
years he’s made it worse. Today our unemployment rate is higher than the day he took office. In fact,
since he took over, it’s been stuck over 8 percent every single month.
 
“This President didn’t talk about his record for one simple reason; he doesn’t want you to know about it.
But you do know about it, because you feel the failure of his leadership every single day of your life.
 
“The bottom line is this President inherited a country with serious problems. He asked the Congress to
give him the stimulus and Obamacare to fix it. The Democrats in Congress gave it to him. And not only
did it not work, it made everything worse.
 
“President Obama has a year left in the White House. So what are his plans now to make things
better? What does he plan to do now, that he didn’t do before? Well we got our answer Tuesday night.
He plans to divide us against each other. To pit Americans against other Americans in the hopes of
generating enough votes to get re-elected.
 
“He tells Americans worried about their jobs that the way to help them is to raise their bosses’ taxes.
 
“He tells those who are hurting that the only way they can be better off, is for others to be worse off.
 
“He tells all of us that the only way for some of us to climb up the economic ladder is for others to be
pulled down.
 
“This divisive rhetoric, this effort to gain political support by convincing some that they will be better off if
we punish others, this stuff has never worked anywhere it’s been tried.
 
“People end up fleeing countries who adopt economic policies based on these flawed principles. And
more often than not, they come here.
 
“They come here because this is not who we are.
 
“Americans have always believed that all of us can succeed.
 
“That those who have made it fairly, can stay there. And those who are trying to make it will have a real
chance to join them.
 
“This is what has made us different. This is what has made us prosperous. This is what makes us
exceptional.
 
“And now, for the first time in my adult life, we have a President who’s asking us to abandon our
economic heritage.
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“To become like the countries people come here to get away from.
 
“To become like everybody else.
 
“Yes, people are hurting. Yes, there is a growing gap between the rich and the poor.
 
“But the way to solve it is not to embrace the ‘trickle up poverty’ economics of other nations.
 
“The way to solve it is to embrace the American Free Enterprise system.
 
“No economic system is perfect. But the American Free Enterprise system has empowered millions of
people in the past. I know, because I saw it with my own eyes. 
  
“My father was a bartender. And I thank God every night that there was someone willing to risk their
money to build a hotel on Miami Beach and later in Las Vegas where he could work.
 
“I thank God that there was enough prosperity in America so people could go on vacation to Miami or
Las Vegas. Where people felt prosperous enough to have weddings or Bar Mitzvahs and, by the way,
could leave tips in my Dad’s little tip jar. Because with that money he raised us. And he gave me the
opportunity to do things he never had a chance to do.
 
“Now, we had help along the way. I had student loans and grants from the government to help me get
my education. And I went to our public school system.
 
“That’s an important role for government to play. And so I also thank God that we had an economy
prosperous enough to afford to pay for these things as well.
 
“So, I’ll just close by saying, I hope this year will be the beginning of our work towards a new and
prosperous American century.
 
“Because I know that this idea of a nation where anyone from anywhere can accomplish anything, it’s
not just something I read about in history books. I’ve seen it in my own life. And there’s no reason why
we cannot continue it here, if only we do the right things.
 
“May God bless all of you, and may God continue to bless the United States of America.”
 

###
SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

202.228.NEWS
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From: Communications Center
To: Communications Center
Subject: U.S. Senator Richard Burr Delivers Weekly Republican Address
Date: Friday, October 21, 2011 3:50:15 PM

EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, October 22, 2011
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senator Richard Burr Delivers Weekly Republican
Address

‘Some in Washington, including the President, are suggesting that we simply
spend more money.  We’ve already tried that - it did not spur job growth then,

and it won’t now.’
 

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-North Carolina) released the following weekly
Republican address. The address is available in both audio and video format and is embargoed until
6:00 a.m. ET, Saturday, October 22nd, 2011.
 
Audio of the address is available here
 
Video of the address will be available here
 
You can download the address here
 
Full transcript of Senator Burr’s Address:
 
“Good morning.  I’m Senator Richard Burr from North Carolina, and I’m honored to speak with you today. 

“For 32 straight months now, unemployment in this country has been over 8%.  Thirty-two months –
that’s a national record.  It’s also a clear indictment of the way we’ve handled the 23 million Americans
looking for full-time employment.  

“Some in Washington, including the President, are suggesting that we simply spend more money. 
We’ve already tried that - it did not spur job growth then, and it won’t now. 

“The American people realize that this is not about how much money Washington can spend.  It’s about
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getting government out of the way and creating the climate for growth and jobs. 

“This means listening to the American people and passing common-sense legislation that makes the
rules that govern job-creating investments more predictable.  Businesses are not going to hire if they
can’t anticipate what new tax or federal regulation is going to hit them next.

“Congress should lead by example and get the nation’s fiscal house in order.  It starts with better
stewardship of taxpayer dollars.  The government of the future has to be smaller and less expensive if
we want the prosperity of the American people to win out.

“The President has even ignored the suggestions of his own commission.  Rather than implement even
a single one of the strategic reforms and investments suggested by Simpson-Bowles, we continue to
ignore our fiscal problems and focus only on spending more money and expanding the size of the
federal government.

“This lack of fiscal discipline is unsustainable and cannot continue – you know it, and I know it.  The
longer we kick the can down the road, the more difficult it will be to address our real problems and spur
real job growth.

“Fortunately, there is an alternative to the President’s approach.  While some in Washington are focused
on creating more government jobs, Republicans want to drive job creation in the private sector.  We
have a jobs proposal that would:

1.       Simplify and stabilize the tax code

2.       Rein in government regulations

3.       Cap spending and reduce budget deficits

4.       Propose common sense healthcare solutions

5.       Encourage domestic energy development

6.       Create a competitive workforce, and

7.       Increase exports

“The American people deserve a debate on these issues.

“Our proposal is simple, and it makes it easier for businesses to thrive, grow, and hire.  We will simplify
the tax code so that businesses can more readily predict their expenses and increase their
competitiveness in a global economy. 

“We’ll stop over-regulation at the federal level to ensure stability that businesses will not have to worry
about the next burdensome regulation lurking around the corner.  We’ll lower federal spending and work
towards a balanced budget amendment to restore the confidence in our government and our economy. 
We’ll replace Obamacare with common-sense reforms that actually lower the cost of health care for all
Americans.  We’ll increase America’s energy independence by promoting increased oil and gas
exploration and innovation in the field of renewable energy sources, driving down our reliance on energy
imported from around the world.  We will provide the tools needed for workers to succeed in the 21st
century, and it starts with making sure our education system provides the foundational knowledge
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needed by tomorrow’s workforce.  We know that better schools and better workforce training, mean
better jobs.

“And, we’ll promote free and fair trade to provide American businesses with opportunities to expand into
new markets and remain competitive in the global marketplace, and hire workers to meet the increased
demands of their goods and services.

“Despite ideological differences, many of these proposals – such as tax reform, regulatory reform, and
increased trade opportunities - have the support of Republicans and Democrats.

“There is bipartisan agreement on the need to fundamentally reform our tax code to make it simpler,
more fair, and more predictable for all Americans and job creators.

“The American people are hurting, and our economy is in grave danger.  It’s time for Congress to focus
on the American people and not how difficult change might be. 

“It’s time stop playing games and to get on with the serious business that the American people expect
from us. It’s time to fundamentally reform the obstacles to job creation and economic growth.  It’s time
we pursue common-sense solutions that make America more competitive and put our nation back on
the right track. 

“This place that some call America and that we call home is the greatest country in the world.  We
should never forget the principles that made us great and will keep us great. 

“Thanks for listening.  God bless this great country.”  
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion





 





OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):





 





“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.





 





“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.





 





“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation. 





 





“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government. 





 





“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  





 





“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”





 





 





 





Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA





Talking Points





 





·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas. 





 





·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs. 





 





Insurance Exchange 





·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 





 





·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions. 





 





·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan. 





 





Medicaid Expansion 





·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 





 





·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 





 





·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction. 





 





Oklahoma Plan 





·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 





·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 





o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 





o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 





o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 





o Support the purchase of private insurance products 





o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 





§ High-risk case management 





§ Chronic disease self management 





§ Improving care coordination within communities of care 





o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 





o Realign the public health system to support these goals 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured. 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met. 





 





 





Katie Altshuler, Policy Director





Office of Governor Mary Fallin





2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212





Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105





405.521.2342





katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 



 



 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    



 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 



Insurance Exchange  
 



 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 



 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 



 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            



 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 



 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        



 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      



 



 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 



 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      



 
Oklahoma Plan 
 



 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 



 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 



o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 



 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 



o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 



 



 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 



 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion





 





OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):





 





“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.





 





“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.





 





“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation. 





 





“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government. 





 





“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  





 





“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
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·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas. 





 





·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs. 





 





Insurance Exchange 





·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 





 





·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions. 





 





·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan. 





 





Medicaid Expansion 





·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 





 





·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 





 





·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction. 





 





Oklahoma Plan 





·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 





·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 





o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 





o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 





o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 





o Support the purchase of private insurance products 





o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 





§ High-risk case management 





§ Chronic disease self management 





§ Improving care coordination within communities of care 





o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 





o Realign the public health system to support these goals 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured. 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 



 



 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    



 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 



Insurance Exchange  
 



 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 



 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 



 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            



 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 



 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        



 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      



 



 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 



 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      



 
Oklahoma Plan 
 



 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 



 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 



o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 



 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 



o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 



 



 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 



 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion





 





OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):





 





“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.





 





“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.





 





“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation. 





 





“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government. 





 





“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  





 





“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”





 





 





 





Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA





Talking Points





 





·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas. 





 





·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs. 





 





Insurance Exchange 





·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 





 





·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions. 





 





·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan. 





 





Medicaid Expansion 





·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 





 





·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 





 





·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction. 





 





Oklahoma Plan 





·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 





·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 





o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 





o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 





o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 





o Support the purchase of private insurance products 





o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 





§ High-risk case management 





§ Chronic disease self management 





§ Improving care coordination within communities of care 





o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 





o Realign the public health system to support these goals 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured. 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met. 





 





 





Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 



 



 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    



 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 



Insurance Exchange  
 



 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 



 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 



 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            



 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 



 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        



 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      



 



 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 



 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      



 
Oklahoma Plan 
 



 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 



 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 



o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 



 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 



o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 



 



 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 



 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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 (Client did not present a certificate)
 by mailgwo2.ok.gov (State of Oklahoma) with SMTP id 40.DB.15125.4CF6AA05; Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:32 -0600 (CST)
Received: from [199.190.129.147] ([199.190.129.147])
 by smg2.osf.ok.gov  with ESMTP id qAJHhWJx031975
 (version=TLSv1/SSLv3 cipher=AES128-SHA bits=128 verify=NO);
 Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:32 -0600
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH02.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.59]) with mapi; Mon, 19 Nov 2012
 11:43:31 -0600
Content-Type: multipart/mixed;
 boundary="_000_1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218EXCH01agencyO_"
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:29 -0600
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Topic: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Index: Ac3GfWJ5Lq2eYXhHTou7n/lO1H8G8A==
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
acceptlanguage: en-US
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-GlobalCerts-Milter: smg2.osf.ok.gov 19Nov2012-11:43:32.391
X-Brightmail-Tracker: AAAAAA==
Return-Path: Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
X-OriginalArrivalTime: 19 Nov 2012 17:43:15.0890 (UTC) FILETIME=[5AB90920:01CDC67D]
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion





 





OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):





 





“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.





 





“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.





 





“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation. 





 





“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government. 





 





“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  





 





“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”





 





 





 





Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA





Talking Points





 





·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas. 





 





·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs. 





 





Insurance Exchange 





·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 





 





·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions. 





 





·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan. 





 





Medicaid Expansion 





·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 





 





·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 





 





·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction. 





 





Oklahoma Plan 





·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 





·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 





o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 





o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 





o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 





o Support the purchase of private insurance products 





o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 





§ High-risk case management 





§ Chronic disease self management 





§ Improving care coordination within communities of care 





o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 





o Realign the public health system to support these goals 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured. 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met. 





 





 





Katie Altshuler, Policy Director





Office of Governor Mary Fallin





2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212





Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105





405.521.2342





katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 



 



 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    



 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 



Insurance Exchange  
 



 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 



 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 



 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            



 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 



 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        



 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      



 



 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 



 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      



 
Oklahoma Plan 
 



 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 



 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 



o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 



 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 



o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 



 



 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 



 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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From: Mail Delivery System
To: DerekL@health.ok.gov
Subject: Undeliverable: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid

Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43:41 AM

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:DerekL@health.ok.gov"DerekL@health.ok.gov
An error occurred while trying to deliver this message to the recipient's e-mail address. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this
message for you. Please try resending this message, or provide the following diagnostic text to your system administrator.

Diagnostic information for administrators:
Generating server: mailgwo2.ok.gov
DerekL@health.ok.gov
#< #5.0.0 smtp; 550 No such user (DerekL@health.ok.gov)> #SMTP#
Original message headers:
X-AuditID: c7be8199-b7fb56d000003b15-84-50aa6fc52747
Received: from smg2.osf.ok.gov (smg2.osf.ok.gov [199.190.129.135])
 (using TLS with cipher AES256-SHA (256/256 bits))
 (Client did not present a certificate)
 by mailgwo2.ok.gov (State of Oklahoma) with SMTP id 42.DB.15125.5CF6AA05; Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:33 -0600 (CST)
Received: from [199.190.129.147] ([199.190.129.147])
 by smg2.osf.ok.gov  with ESMTP id qAJHhWK4031975
 (version=TLSv1/SSLv3 cipher=AES128-SHA bits=128 verify=NO);
 Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:33 -0600
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH02.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.59]) with mapi; Mon, 19 Nov 2012
 11:43:31 -0600
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:29 -0600
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Topic: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Index: Ac3GfWJ5Lq2eYXhHTou7n/lO1H8G8A==
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator:
acceptlanguage: en-US
Content-Type: text/plain
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-GlobalCerts-Milter: smg2.osf.ok.gov 19Nov2012-11:43:33.447
X-Brightmail-Tracker: H4sIAAAAAAAAA+NgFmpgk+LIzCtJLcpLzFFi42I5vq+xXfdo/qoAg/ebLCz2fFrNZjGjQdJi
 cc9HFotVB58yWRzfnWGx9tphNouHc64BeZ++s1l8/eFvceHKelYHLo8H2/cxeqxfN4nR4/+c
 Y8weje+fs3l82TqPyWNSk57H/JOPWD1+7p3P5LH+/2JWj+23rrMEcEVx2aSk5mSWpRbp2yVw
 Zdz6cYatoH9mXUV3+23GBsY/V6q6GDk5JARMJK5/vMgKYYtJXLi3nq2LkYtDSGAik8T0adPY
 IZzjjBItb38wQTjTGCXats5nBmlhEzCS6P0yB8wWETCQ+NT3EGwUi4CqxOY3zWBxYYE0ibcr
 ngLFOYBqsiU+H6yGKNeTeLPhFVg5r4C/RMODVnYQmxHoiu+n1jCB2MwC4hK3nsxngrhOROLh
 xdNsELaoxMvH/1gh6kUl7rSvZ4Soz5RouHWFDWKmoMTJmU9YQNZKCNhINM7ImsAoMgvJ1FlI
 OmYh6ZgF9CWzQDejxPcF11lnAbUzC+RLbGpJgajXk7gxdQobhK0tsWzha2YIW1dixr9DLNjE
 p084ArVLUWL28leMEPOXMkpsXjsfqkFH4sfR84wwRVO6H7JD2M4SHSufMkPcYCSxbXINRO8e
 RolP2/rZMNVbSszs+QEV15B4vQzmmc2MEi9+L2JF1rCAUWwVI39uYmZOenm+kV5+tl56ftkm
 RkhKnbmD8dV880OMAhyMSjy8FsmrAoRYE8uKK3MPMaoATXi0YfUFRimWvPy8VCUR3ldKQGne
 lMTKqtSi/Pii0pzU4kOMTBycUg2M5doF3MzNC/ZX8ki8lS++ujF5zTvzpn8iRRueeyV7TtoT
 YHkxQjDQZ4eBGZOMOadkWijzvo2B22csyd3RfFajRf4hy+MUx4IJz7WyIyvY1lx8uX977vKg
 2O0Twht0v927HHXy2qu5SrK3PQV3yoXo/Pl05piD7b614d8a3lzPvKcek8A3c9MLJZbijERD
 Leai4kQAMf7udJMDAAA=
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From: Mail Delivery System
To: akrirm@integris-health.com
Subject: Undeliverable: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid

Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43:40 AM

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:akrirm@integris-health.com"akrirm@integris-health.com
Your message wasn't delivered because of security policies. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this message for you. Please
provide the following diagnostic text to your system administrator.

Diagnostic information for administrators:
Generating server: mailgwo2.ok.gov
akrirm@integris-health.com
#< #5.7.0 smtp; 550 5.7.0 <akrirm@integris-health.com>... Local Policy Violation> #SMTP#
Original message headers:
X-AuditID: c7be8199-b7fb56d000003b15-86-50aa6fc59ae4
Received: from smg2.osf.ok.gov (smg2.osf.ok.gov [199.190.129.135])
 (using TLS with cipher AES256-SHA (256/256 bits))
 (Client did not present a certificate)
 by mailgwo2.ok.gov (State of Oklahoma) with SMTP id 23.DB.15125.5CF6AA05; Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:34 -0600 (CST)
Received: from [199.190.129.147] ([199.190.129.147])
 by smg2.osf.ok.gov  with ESMTP id qAJHhWK6031975
 (version=TLSv1/SSLv3 cipher=AES128-SHA bits=128 verify=NO);
 Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:33 -0600
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH02.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.59]) with mapi; Mon, 19 Nov 2012
 11:43:31 -0600
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:29 -0600
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Topic: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Index: Ac3GfWJ5Lq2eYXhHTou7n/lO1H8G8A==
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator:
acceptlanguage: en-US
Content-Type: text/plain
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-GlobalCerts-Milter: smg2.osf.ok.gov 19Nov2012-11:43:33.862
X-Brightmail-Tracker: H4sIAAAAAAAAA+NgFmpmk+LIzCtJLcpLzFFi42I5vq+xXfdY/qoAg60X1S129a1mttgxbx6z
 xY3lTYwWL/7/Ybb4fW87k8WXS2uZLQ5dnsNmsWbaNVaLY5PsLD7d2sTswOXx/MlZNo+nHdPZ
 PXbOusvu8bjnDJvHrjVPmTwaDv9g8Xg5dSGzx9RGX4/1/xezepxvXswSwBXFZZOSmpNZllqk
 b5fAlXHrxxm2gv6ZdRXd7bcZGxj/XKnqYuTkkBAwkZh5ew4LhC0mceHeerYuRi4OIYGJTBLT
 2l9BOccZJTY0vYRypjFKtG2dzwzSwiZgJNH7ZQ6YLSJgIPGp7yEriM0ioCqx+U0zWFxYIE3i
 7YqnQHEOoJpsic8HqyHK9STebHgFVs4r4C/R8KCVHcRmBLri+6k1TCA2s4C4xK0n85kgrhOR
 eHjxNBuELSrx8vE/Voh6UYk77esZIeozJRpuXWGDmCkocXLmE6jPbCRami6wT2AUmYVk7Cwk
 LbOQtMwCepNZoJtR4vuC66yzgM5mFsiX2NSSAlGvJ3Fj6hQ2CFtbYtnC18wQtq7EjH+HWLCJ
 T59wBGqXosTs5a8YIeYvZZTYvHY+VIOOxI+j5xlhiqZ0P2SHsJ0lOlY+ZYa4wUhi2+QaiN49
 jBKftvWzYaq3lJjZ8wMqriHxehnMM5sZJV78XsSKrGEBo9gqRv7cxMyc9PJ8I738bL30/LJN
 jJDEOnMH46v55ocYBTgYlXh4LZJXBQixJpYVV+YeYlQBmvBow+oLjFIsefl5qUoivK+UgNK8
 KYmVValF+fFFpTmpxYcYmTg4pRoY5/FWcpm7Ml3c9pbb7pLulhdXPhfMM5QLM1xWv2RnuZrt
 wS75Z9FHZJw4nB74m++68flF9w0VOTcfkY3Lk1/Jtxf1Td2crL+4qzW86IpazpyGG4m+d/q4
 fk1z21I83f9sUJT8kUd77zk9/ej1hXn/u+w7ru3xa1mKQhbXex7oj3c4cqwtzTZPiaU4I9FQ
 i7moOBEAHLdJ8ZYDAAA=
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From: Microsoft Exchange
To: Matt Robison (mrobison@okstatechamber.com); Laura Brookins (laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org)
Subject: Undeliverable: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43:39 AM
Attachments: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange Medicaid Expansion).msg

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:IMCEAEX-
_O%3DOklahoma%2B20House%2B20of%2B20Reps_ou%3DFirst%2B20Administrative%2B20Group_cn%3DRecipients_cn%3Dmattrobison@OK.local"Matt
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check the e-mail address and try resending this message, or provide the following diagnostic text to your system administrator.
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Sent by Microsoft Exchange Server 2007 
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#550 5.1.1 RESOLVER.ADR.ExRecipNotFound; not found ##
Original message headers:
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
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 11:43:31 -0600
Content-Type: application/ms-tnef; name="winmail.dat"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: binary
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:29 -0600
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Topic: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Index: Ac3GfWJ5Lq2eYXhHTou7n/lO1H8G8A==
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
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MIME-Version: 1.0
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion





 





OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):





 





“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.





 





“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.





 





“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation. 





 





“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government. 





 





“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  





 





“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”





 





 





 





Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA





Talking Points





 





·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas. 





 





·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs. 





 





Insurance Exchange 





·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 





 





·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions. 





 





·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan. 





 





Medicaid Expansion 





·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 





 





·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 





 





·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction. 





 





Oklahoma Plan 





·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 





·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 





o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 





o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 





o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 





o Support the purchase of private insurance products 





o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 





§ High-risk case management 





§ Chronic disease self management 





§ Improving care coordination within communities of care 





o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 





o Realign the public health system to support these goals 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured. 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 



 



 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    



 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 



Insurance Exchange  
 



 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 



 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 



 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            



 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 



 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        



 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      



 



 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 



 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      



 
Oklahoma Plan 
 



 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 



 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 



o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 



 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 



o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 



 



 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 



 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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From: postmaster@okhouse.gov
To: rusty.farley@okhouse.gov; richardmorrissetter@okhouse.gov
Subject: Undeliverable: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid

Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:44:15 AM
Attachments: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange Medicaid Expansion).msg

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:rusty.farley@okhouse.gov"rusty.farley@okhouse.gov
The recipient's e-mail address was not found in the recipient's e-mail system. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this message
for you. Please check the e-mail address and try resending this message, or provide the following diagnostic text to your system
administrator.
HYPERLINK "mailto:richardmorrissetter@okhouse.gov"richardmorrissetter@okhouse.gov
The recipient's e-mail address was not found in the recipient's e-mail system. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this message
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administrator.
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richardmorrissetter@okhouse.gov
#< #5.1.1 smtp;550 5.1.1 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipNotFound; not found> #SMTP#
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Received: from okhouse.gov (10.0.0.16) by exchange.ohr.lsb.state.ok.us
 (10.0.0.177) with Microsoft SMTP Server (TLS) id 8.1.436.0; Mon, 19 Nov 2012
 11:43:46 -0600
Received: from ([199.190.129.153]) by mx.okhouse.gov with ESMTP  id
 JNQ4FN1.6595968; Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:36 -0600
X-AuditID: c7be8199-b7fb56d000003b15-90-50aa6fc88829
Received: from smg2.osf.ok.gov (smg2.osf.ok.gov [199.190.129.135]) (using TLS
 with cipher AES256-SHA (256/256 bits)) (Client did not present a certificate)
 by mailgwo2.ok.gov (State of Oklahoma) with SMTP id 39.DB.15125.8CF6AA05;
 Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:37 -0600 (CST)
Received: from [199.190.129.147] ([199.190.129.147]) by smg2.osf.ok.gov  with
 ESMTP id qAJHhWKG031975 (version=TLSv1/SSLv3 cipher=AES128-SHA bits=128
 verify=NO); Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:35 -0600
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH02.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.59]) with mapi; Mon, 19 Nov 2012
 11:43:31 -0600
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Mon, 19 Nov 2012 11:43:29 -0600
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Topic: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance
 Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Thread-Index: Ac3GfWJ5Lq2eYXhHTou7n/lO1H8G8A==
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF124142FDA218@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator:
acceptlanguage: en-US
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-GlobalCerts-Milter: smg2.osf.ok.gov 19Nov2012-11:43:35.997
X-Brightmail-Tracker: H4sIAAAAAAAAA+NgFrrOKsWRmVeSWpSXmKPExsVyfF9ju+7J/FUBBu/2GFlM2DiH3eLnm09M
 Fm2dv9gs3u6/xGpx99MaJovVG28wWkxcZWax6fNpVosNe68xWixqfsbmwOXxcupC5gDGKC6b
 lNSczLLUIn27BK6MWz/OsBX0z6yr6G6/zdjA+OdKVRcjJ4eEgInEx/t/WCFsMYkL99azdTFy
 cQgJTGSSuDR/NQuEc5xR4saWA0wQzjRGibat85lBWtgEjCR6v8wBs0UEDCQ+9T0EG8UioCqx
 +U0zWFxYIE3i7YqnQHEOoJpsic8HqyHK9STebHgFVs4r4C/R8KCVHcRmBLri+6k1TCA2s4C4
 xK0n85kgrhOReHjxNBuELSrx8vE/Voh6UYk77esZIeozJRpuXWGDmCkocXLmExaIehuJvXdf
 s09gFJmFZOwsJC2zkLTMAnqTWaCbUeL7guuss4DOZhbIl9jUkgJRrydxY+oUNghbW2LZwtfM
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 uMFIYtvkGojePYwSn7b1s2Gqt5SY2fMDKq4h8XoZzDObGSVe/F7EiqxhAaPYKkb+3MTMnPTy
 fCO9/Gy99PyyTYyQBDhzB+Or+eaHGAU4GJV4eC2SVwUIsSaWFVfmHmJUAZrwaMPqC4xSLHn5
 ealKIryvlIDSvCmJlVWpRfnxRaU5qcWHGJk4OKUaGNdKOS20VGC5r1fZcff+6a1RVu1KW6WX
 zdC7KLprR0ZQ5nT7bbFBjJ/2sneKpi9bvDTbN+yff+23cyV7yl78mHjfY8fNnIVFq6M7p5me
 0PjqP2lrobCZxB1HX0Vj1lNhe/49W3Yvf7+WIXPDrmbuIt3KVv+cp0zm6ZlzLsiUcL4QqS5+
 nPL3uxJLcUaioRZzUXEiAI1p3VNqAwAA
Return-Path: katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion





 





OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):





 





“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.





 





“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.





 





“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation. 





 





“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government. 





 





“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  





 





“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
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·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas. 





 





·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs. 





 





Insurance Exchange 





·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 





 





·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions. 





 





·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan. 





 





Medicaid Expansion 





·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 





 





·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes. 





 





·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 





 





·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction. 





 





Oklahoma Plan 





·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 





·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 





o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 





o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 





o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 





o Support the purchase of private insurance products 





o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 





§ High-risk case management 





§ Chronic disease self management 





§ Improving care coordination within communities of care 





o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 





o Realign the public health system to support these goals 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured. 





 





·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met. 





 





 





Katie Altshuler, Policy Director





Office of Governor Mary Fallin





2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212





Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105





405.521.2342





katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 



 



 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    



 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 



Insurance Exchange  
 



 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 



 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 



 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            



 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 



 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        



 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 



 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      



 



 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 



 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      



 
Oklahoma Plan 
 



 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 



 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 



o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 



 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 



o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 



 



 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 



 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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From: Microsoft Exchange
To: Matt Robison (mrobison@okstatechamber.com); Laura Brookins (laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org)
Subject: Undeliverable: Health Insurance Exchange Regulations and Comment Periods
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2011 5:49:06 PM
Attachments: Health Insurance Exchange Regulations and Comment Periods.msg
Importance: High

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:IMCEAEX-
_O%3DOklahoma%2B20House%2B20of%2B20Reps_ou%3DFirst%2B20Administrative%2B20Group_cn%3DRecipients_cn%3Dmattrobison@OK.local"Matt
Robison (mrobison@okstatechamber.com)
The recipient's e-mail address was not found in the recipient's e-mail system. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this message for you. Please
check the e-mail address and try resending this message, or provide the following diagnostic text to your system administrator.
HYPERLINK "mailto:IMCEAEX-
_O%3DOklahoma%2B20House%2B20of%2B20Reps_ou%3DFirst%2B20Administrative%2B20Group_cn%3DRecipients_cn%3Dlaurabrookins@OK.local"Laura
Brookins (laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org)
The recipient's e-mail address was not found in the recipient's e-mail system. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this message for you. Please
check the e-mail address and try resending this message, or provide the following diagnostic text to your system administrator.
  _____  
Sent by Microsoft Exchange Server 2007 

Diagnostic information for administrators:
Generating server: EML-EXH02.agency.OK.local
IMCEAEX-_O=Oklahoma+20House+20of+20Reps_ou=First+20Administrative+20Group_cn=Recipients_cn=mattrobison@OK.local
#550 5.1.1 RESOLVER.ADR.ExRecipNotFound; not found ##
IMCEAEX-_O=Oklahoma+20House+20of+20Reps_ou=First+20Administrative+20Group_cn=Recipients_cn=laurabrookins@OK.local
#550 5.1.1 RESOLVER.ADR.ExRecipNotFound; not found ##
Original message headers:
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH02.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.59]) with mapi; Thu, 25 Aug 2011
 17:49:05 -0500
Content-Type: application/ms-tnef; name="winmail.dat"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: binary
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: " (jason " <  " (pat@cmastrategies.com)"
 <pat@cmastrategies.com>, " (stanislawski@oksenate.gov)"
 <stanislawski@oksenate.gov>, " (thompsont@oksenate.gov)"
 <thompsont@oksenate.gov>, Andrew Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov>,
 "Bev_Binkowski@hcsc.net" <Bev_Binkowski@hcsc.net>, "Chad Warmington
 (chadw@okstatechamber.com)" <chadw@okstatechamber.com>, "Cox-Kain, Julie"
 <Juliek@health.ok.gov>, "Derek Lieser (DerekL@health.ok.gov)"
 <DerekL@health.ok.gov>, "Fred Morgan (morganf@oksenate.gov)"
 <morganf@oksenate.gov>, Glen Mulready <glen.mulready@okhouse.gov>, "Jonathan
 Buxton (Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov)" <Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov>, "Laura
 Brookins (laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org)"
 <IMCEAEX-_O=Oklahoma+20House+20of+20Reps_ou=First+20Administrative+20Group_cn=Recipients_cn=laurabrookins@OK.local>,
 "Matt Robison (mrobison@okstatechamber.com)"
 <IMCEAEX-_O=Oklahoma+20House+20of+20Reps_ou=First+20Administrative+20Group_cn=Recipients_cn=mattrobison@OK.local>,
 "Mike Brown (michaelbrown@finsvcs.com)" <michaelbrown@finsvcs.com>, "Mike
 Thompson" <Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov>, "Nicole Prieto Johns
 (NicolePJ@health.ok.gov)" <NicolePJ@health.ok.gov>
Importance: high
X-Priority: 1
Date: Thu, 25 Aug 2011 17:49:04 -0500
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange Regulations and Comment Periods
Thread-Topic: Health Insurance Exchange Regulations and Comment Periods
Thread-Index: AcxiecrPCMdQ28EVRfGeZzDoBQ6EPAAAM9mQAAAqTUIAAIlQUAAHJcSQADOepdAABBhoEAAACaiw
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF123B7784523B@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach:
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF123B7784523B@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
MIME-Version: 1.0
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mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MICROSOFTEXCHANGE329E71EC88AE4615BBC36AB6CE41109E
mailto:IMCEAEX-_O=Oklahoma+20House+20of+20Reps_ou=First+20Administrative+20Group_cn=Recipients_cn=mattrobison@OK.local
mailto:IMCEAEX-_O=Oklahoma+20House+20of+20Reps_ou=First+20Administrative+20Group_cn=Recipients_cn=laurabrookins@OK.local

Health Insurance Exchange Regulations and Comment Periods

		From

		Katie Altshuler

		To

		 (jason@ocpathink.org);  (pat@cmastrategies.com);  (stanislawski@oksenate.gov);  (thompsont@oksenate.gov); Andrew Silvestri; Bev_Binkowski@hcsc.net; Chad Warmington (chadw@okstatechamber.com); Cox-Kain, Julie; Derek Lieser (DerekL@health.ok.gov); Fred Morgan (morganf@oksenate.gov); Glen Mulready; Jonathan Buxton (Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov); Laura Brookins (laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org); Matt Robison (mrobison@okstatechamber.com); Mike Brown (michaelbrown@finsvcs.com); Mike Thompson; Nicole Prieto Johns (NicolePJ@health.ok.gov)

		Recipients

		jason@ocpathink.org; pat@cmastrategies.com; stanislawski@oksenate.gov; thompsont@oksenate.gov; Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov; Bev_Binkowski@hcsc.net; chadw@okstatechamber.com; Juliek@health.ok.gov; DerekL@health.ok.gov; morganf@oksenate.gov; glen.mulready@okhouse.gov; Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov; /O=Oklahoma House of Reps/ou=First Administrative Group/cn=Recipients/cn=laurabrookins; /O=Oklahoma House of Reps/ou=First Administrative Group/cn=Recipients/cn=mattrobison; michaelbrown@finsvcs.com; Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov; NicolePJ@health.ok.gov



 





 





The following proposed rules have been released by CCIIO as a notice of public rule making (NRPM) and have open comment period as stated below.  Submission can be electronic http://www.regulations.gov, by regular mail, or by hand. 





 





For regulations released July 15, 2011 comments are due 5 p.m. EST September 28, 2011 for the following regulations :





·         ACA: Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-07-15/pdf/2011-17610.pdf





·         ACA: Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-07-15/pdf/2011-17609.pdf





 





For the regulations released August 17,  2011 comments are due 5 p.m. EST October 31, 2011 for the following regulations:  





·         ACA: Medicaid Program; Eligibility http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-17/pdf/2011-20756.pdf 





·         ACA: Exchange Functions in the Individual Market http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-17/pdf/2011-20776.pdf 





·         ACA: Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-17/pdf/2011-20728.pdf





 





 





 












From: Microsoft Exchange
To: TW Shannon (tw.shannon@okhouse.gov )
Subject: Undeliverable: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling Information ATTACHED
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2012 5:31:40 PM
Attachments: PPACASupreme Court Ruling Information ATTACHED.msg

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:tw.shannon@okhouse.gov%20"TW Shannon (tw.shannon@okhouse.gov )
The format of the recipient's e-mail address isn't valid. A valid address looks like this: username@contoso.com. Microsoft Exchange will
not try to redeliver this message for you. Please check the e-mail address and try sending the message again, or provide the following
diagnostic text to your system administrator.
  _____  
Sent by Microsoft Exchange Server 2007 

Diagnostic information for administrators:
Generating server: EML-EXH01.agency.OK.local
tw.shannon@okhouse.gov 
#550 5.1.3 STOREDRV.Submit; invalid recipient address #SMTP#
Original message headers:
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH01.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.58]) with mapi; Thu, 19 Jul 2012
 17:31:40 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain
Date: Thu, 19 Jul 2012 17:31:40 -0500
Message-ID:
 <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF1240534F2007@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
Subject: PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling Information ATTACHED
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mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MICROSOFTEXCHANGE329E71EC88AE4615BBC36AB6CE41109E
mailto:tw.shannon@okhouse.gov

PPACA/Supreme Court Ruling Information ATTACHED










From: Microsoft Exchange
To: "andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Undeliverable: Re: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question
Date: Sunday, April 08, 2012 7:37:30 PM
Attachments: Re Health Insurance Exchange - policy question.msg

Delivery has failed to these recipients or distribution lists:
HYPERLINK "mailto:andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov"'andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov'
The recipient's e-mail address was not found in the recipient's e-mail system. Microsoft Exchange will not try to redeliver this message
for you. Please check the e-mail address and try resending this message, or provide the following diagnostic text to your system
administrator.
  _____  
Sent by Microsoft Exchange Server 2007 

Diagnostic information for administrators:
Generating server: EML-EXH01.agency.OK.local
andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov
#550 5.1.1 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipNotFound; not found ##
Original message headers:
Received: from Exch01.agency.OK.local ([199.190.129.148]) by
 EML-EXH01.agency.OK.local ([172.16.10.58]) with mapi; Sun, 8 Apr 2012
 19:37:30 -0500
Content-Type: application/ms-tnef; name="winmail.dat"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: binary
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: "'Juliek@health.ok.gov'" <Juliek@health.ok.gov>,
 "'Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us'" <Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us>
CC: "'andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov'" <andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Sun, 8 Apr 2012 19:37:28 -0500
Subject: Re: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question
Thread-Topic: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question
Thread-Index: Ac0LVSIiB5gXOlyuTSWnvZorsaD86QAH7C3AAMKHhVAAk80ekAE5gjHgAA0uxDw=
Message-ID: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF123E1540D41A@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
In-Reply-To: <8CB7D405D9E2EB4F9499FDE0733BE361083A3867@CONSTABLE.DOH.OK>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach:
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: <1756328F8267774EB0D7E691D0B1FF123E1540D41A@EXCH01.agency.OK.local>
MIME-Version: 1.0
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mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MICROSOFTEXCHANGE329E71EC88AE4615BBC36AB6CE41109E
mailto:andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov

Re: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question

		From

		Katie Altshuler

		To

		'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; 'Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us'

		Cc

		'andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov'

		Recipients

		Juliek@health.ok.gov; Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us; andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov



We concur with Julie! Thanks so much, Katie
 



From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2012 01:26 PM
To: Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us <Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us> 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov <andrew.silverstri@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: FW: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question 
 






Mr. Schlotthauer, 





 





I appreciate you reaching out to the health department for interest in completing this survey.  I’m not sure what your deadline was for submission and am sorry I am so delayed in getting back with you.  Given that this is an association and not a federal agency I believe we should opt not to participate at this time.  We are waiting for the results of the Supreme Court ruling to determine how we should move forward with insurance exchange in Oklahoma.  Most of the answers to the questions below are unknown at this time.  If you have any other questions please let me know.        





 





From: Larwig, Richard 
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2012 7:45 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Hankins, Ray C.; Davis, Mark L.; Grissom, VaLauna K.; 'Scott Schlotthauer'
Subject: FW: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question





 





Julie – Ray asked that I forward this to you for response.





 





Richard Larwig, M.Ed.





Interim Chief, Procurement Service





Oklahoma State Department of Health





Phone - (405) 271-9444 X-56824





BlackBerry - (405) 301-1029





 





From: Scott Schlotthauer [mailto:Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2012 2:43 PM
To: Larwig, Richard; Rebecca Thompson
Subject: FW: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question





 





Mr. Larwig and or Ms Thompson,





 





There is a nationwide survey request sent to the State Procurement offices through the National Association of Procurement Officials asking for information, related to the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  I have been asked to participate.  I do not have answers and would like your perspective if Oklahoma would like to participate.  Please share your perspective, I don’t know if it is an issue that would be dealt with at the health department or the insurance department?   





 





1. What is the status of your state’s preparation for setting up a health insurance exchange, in accordance with the provisions of the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act?





 





2. What role does/will procurement play in your state’s approach to setting up a health insurance exchange?





 





3. Would your state be interested in joining a collaborative effort with other states to address the health insurance exchange requirement?





 





4. If “yes” to Question 3, how quickly would your state be looking to collaborate?





 





 





Scott Schlotthauer





State Purchasing Director





405-521-2115





 





 












From: Intern Danny Fuhriman
To: margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov;

honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov; rserote@az.gov; Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik ; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts ;
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov;
doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov;
Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; GigliottiL@michigan.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us; janelcausey ;
kristacarman ; wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie
Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
lgromis ; bnutt ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com;
twatkins ; Intern Sam Dulik; lanier_swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jim.soyer@state.sd.us; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov;
travisrichmond ; katyoder_99 ; brandymarty03 ; rspendlove@utah.gov;
jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov;
eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov

Subject: Understanding Cut, Cap, & Balance
Date: Monday, July 18, 2011 3:21:45 PM

Hello all, 
 
Following up on our conversation this morning about the Debt Ceiling and Cut, Cap, and
Balance here is a nice primer from Keith Hennessey, a senior White House economic advisor
during the Bush administration-
 
Seth Levey
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4157 | C: (202) | 

 
Understanding Cut, Cap, and Balance
 
Sometime this week the House of Representatives will consider Rep. Jason Chaffetz'

H.R. 2560, the "Cut, Cap & Balance Act."

We are entering the arcane world of budget process, so this could be tough sledding.

I will do my best to distill the essential elements and simplify it.

The key to understanding this bill is that it focuses on government spending, rather

than on taxes or deficits. The bill would achieve significant deficit reduction through

cutting and limiting spending, and all of its mechanisms use spending rather than

deficit targets.

Surprise, surprise: the bill consists of three parts.

1. Cut - The bill provides specific numbers to limit both discretionary and

mandatory spending for FY12. These numbers would drive further

Congressional action this year or else force a Presidential sequester. (I explain
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a sequester below.) The intent of this section is to force Congress and the

President to cut spending immediately.

2. Cap - The bill would establish a new enforceable limit on total federal spending

as a share of the economy. The new caps are designed to phase federal

spending down to just below 20% of GDP by FY17 and then hold it there

through the end of a 10-year budget window in FY21. Put more simply, this is a

new enforceable aggregate spending cap.

3. Balance - The bill would increase the debt limit by $2.4 trillion after the House

and Senate have passed a Balanced Budget Amendment (of a certain type).

What is a sequester?

A sequester is an automatic across-the-board proportional spending cut written into

law and implemented by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). It is usually

combined with some kind of budget target and designed as a backup measure to

force legislative action to hit that target.

Example

Imagine there are 10 government programs that spend $50 each. Congress passes

and the President signs a law that includes a spending target of $490, a deadline of

December 31st, and an across-the-board sequester.

If new laws are not enacted by December 31 to reducing spending to $490, then the

sequester kicks in. OMB cuts all 10 programs by whatever percentage is needed to

hit the target. In this case, each $50 program is cut by 2%, to $49, to hit the

aggregate spending target.

If the new law were to exempt five of the 10 programs from the sequester, then the

remaining programs would be subject to a 4% cut to hit the same spending target.

If Congress doesn't like the results of an anticipated sequester, they can and should

enact a new law before December 31 which hits $490 in a different way. They could

cut one program by 20% ($10) and leave the other 49 programs untouched, for

example.

Types of sequesters

There are discretionary sequesters which apply to programs that face annual

appropriations.

There is a mandatory sequester, which is designed to apply to mandatory/entitlement

spending.

Or you could do a spending sequester which applies to both discretionary and

mandatory spending.

In March the President floated the idea of a sequester that would raise taxes as well
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as increase spending.

The challenge: exemptions

The hard part of designing a sequester mechanism is rounding up the votes for a bill

that includes an automatic across-the-board cut. Members of Congress will say, "I

support your spending target, and I support the hammer of creating a sequester, but I

can't vote for it if the sequester would cut X. Give X an exemption from the sequester

and I'll vote for your bill."

The exemptions to the sequester are the key that shapes subsequent Congressional

negotiations. If your spending priorities are exempted from the sequester, then you

have less incentive to cut a deal after this new law is in effect. You have leverage in

the negotiations.

In addition, Members expose themselves to political risk when they vote for the

creation of an across-the-board sequester. This is why all mandatory sequesters

enacted so far have exempted Social Security, even though Social Security is the

largest component of mandatory spending.

The spending limits in Cut and Cap

I support the numeric spending targets in the Cup and Cap sections. For me the most

important number is "below 20% of GDP" in the cap section. I think that's the right

target, and it is the primary reason I support this bill.

For comparison:

Federal spending in the 50 years preceding the Obama Administration

averaged 20.2% of GDP.

Federal spending in 2009 hit an all-time post-WWII high of 28.5% of GDP.

Under the President's original budget, it would be 23.6% this year, 22.7% in

2013, and then begin a steady climb to 24.5% of GDP at the end of the decade

in 2021. Since the President didn't provide detail with his second round budget,

I can't provide parallel figures for that.

The 23.6% figures means federal spending will be 15% larger, measured as a

share of the economy, then it has historically been.

Those extreme spending shares are the result of several factors: higher automatic

stabilizer payments in a weak economy, government actions like stimulus laws and

ObamaCare, and long-term entitlement spending trends that build gradually over

time.

Anticipating the replies from my left-of-center friends, yes, I am willing to make

whatever changes are needed to the big 3 entitlements to stay within this cap. I would

rather change the nature of future government benefit promises than see the private

sector shrink.
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The sequesters in Cut and Cap

Most Members of Congress complain that automatic sequester mechanisms include

programs they don't want to cut. I have the opposite complaint - the sequesters in this

bill exempt too much. In particular, both the mandatory sequester in the Cut section

and the across-the-board sequester in the Cap section exclude Social Security,

Medicare, military personnel, and interest costs. While military personnel costs would

rank high on my list of spending priorities, I think the best sequester mechanisms

apply to all non-interest spending.

In particular, we need to address spending trends in the big three entitlements. By

exempting Social Security and Medicare from the sequester, this bill makes it that

much harder for Congress to bite the bullet and make needed changes in both

programs. It is easy to understand the legislative necessity that drove this decision,

but it's a big policy mistake nonetheless.

At the same time, these sequester mechanisms are much better than past ones

enacted into law, which exempted hundreds of programs from the across-the-board

cut. A well-designed sequester is not supposed to be the mechanism that cuts

spending. It is supposed to be the forcing mechanism that convinces Congress to

make decisions to cut spending. If you exempt too much, then the incentive placed

on Congress is even weaker.

Debt limit - Balanced Budget Amendment

It is important to understand that the debt limit increase in this bill is not just tied to

any Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution, but to one which meets certain

parameters. The BBA must not just guarantee a balanced budget. It must also limit

spending as a percent of GDP as in the Cap section of this bill, and it must raise the

legislative bar for tax increases to a two-thirds vote of both the House and Senate.

It might therefore be more appropriate to think of this as a "Balanced Budget through

Spending Cuts Amendment."

I support balancing the budget through cutting spending rather than raising taxes. I

don't feel strongly either way about whether or not this should be enshrined in the

Constitution. I lean a little against, because I hate messing with the Constitution.

All that is irrelevant, however, because even if this kind of BBA did pass both Houses

of Congress, it would take many years for three-fifths of the States to ratify it as an

amendment to the Constitution. Federal budget problems are upon us now - we can't

wait for a Balanced Budget Amendment to be ratified. While this part of the bill is

useful to make a point, I fear it serves as a distraction from actually cutting spending.

Since Congress will not pass a Balanced Budget Amendment through both Houses in

the next two weeks, and since this section makes a debt limit increase contingent

upon such passage, I have a big problem here. That problem is solved as long as

some other bill becomes law soon to increase the debt limit.
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Summary of my views on Cut, Cap, and Balance

I recommend supporting this bill even with its significant imperfections. I place

enormous value on the creation of an enforceable cap on total government spending.

Good

Focuses on the problem I think needs to be solved: too high and too rapidly

growing government spending;

Cuts spending 2012 and creates a sequester to enforce those cuts;

Caps federal spending below 20% of GDP and phases down to that over a few

years;

Creates a sequester mechanism to force spending cuts to hit those levels;

The mandatory spending sequesters are far broader and therefore superior to

those enacted in the past; and

The form of the Balanced Budget Amendment, which would drive spending cuts

rather than tax increases, is good.

Bad

The sequester exempts too much, and in particular it exempts the two largest

entitlement spending programs, Social Security and Medicare. If enacted, this

bill might make it legislatively harder to reform these two programs. That's a

huge problem.

While it appears to increase the debt limit, it sets conditions that won't be met in

time. This problem is solved as long as some other bill becomes law soon to

increase the debt limit.

I lean against amending the Constitution, even for a Balanced Budget

Amendment whose form I like. And the legislative reality means time spent on a

BBA could be better spent trying to cut spending.

No bill is perfect. In my view, the good far outweighs the bad in this bill.

 

 
_____________________________________
Danny Fuhriman
Public Policy Intern | Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: 202.662.4140 | dfuhriman@rga.org
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Unfunded Federal Mandates 
 
Department of Central Services 
 
 
Risk Management: 
 
To date, the implementation of the CMS reporting solution has cost $49,000.  Annual costs for 
continued administration of the CMS reporting costs will be $24,000 annually.  I have not 
included any internal expense because we have not added any staff; we have simply reorganized 
around this new procedure. 
 
Facilities and Construction: 
 
ADA requirements in state facilities total approximately one half million dollars; however the 
majority of these requirements have been incorporated into acceptable building standards across 
the nation, and are considered now normal costs of facility construction and maintenance.  
Further, we anticipate that the federal government will eliminate some of these requirements this 
coming year. 
 
Fleet Management: 
 
Federal mandate requires that 75% of vehicles replaced in a metropolitan area be alternative fuel 
capable vehicles.  95% of the approximately 141 alternative fuel vehicles purchased in the last 
year were E85 capable vehicles, at no incremental cost increase as these are now original 
equipment manufacturer (OEM) vehicles.  5% of the alternative fuel vehicles were Compressed 
Natural Gas, and the cost for these vehicles was approximately $100,000.   
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Monica Houston
Subject: update - Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:27:50 PM
Attachments: image002.png

UPDATED time of interview (9:30 pm CST)
 
Location:  Cox Communication Studios, 400 Hudiburg Circle in OKC
 
All times Central:
 
9:15 p.m. – Arrive at Cox Studios
9:30 p.m. – LIVE interview with Greta
9:40 p.m. – Interview concludes
 
Topic:  decision to not pursue a state-based health insurance exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Monica Houston
Subject: update - Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:27:50 PM
Attachments: image002.png

UPDATED time of interview (9:30 pm CST)
 
Location:  Cox Communication Studios, 400 Hudiburg Circle in OKC
 
All times Central:
 
9:15 p.m. – Arrive at Cox Studios
9:30 p.m. – LIVE interview with Greta
9:40 p.m. – Interview concludes
 
Topic:  decision to not pursue a state-based health insurance exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Monica Houston
Subject: update - Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:27:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

UPDATED time of interview (9:30 pm CST)
 
Location:  Cox Communication Studios, 400 Hudiburg Circle in OKC
 
All times Central:
 
9:15 p.m. – Arrive at Cox Studios
9:30 p.m. – LIVE interview with Greta
9:40 p.m. – Interview concludes
 
Topic:  decision to not pursue a state-based health insurance exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Craig Perry
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: update for breakfast
Date: Thursday, May 10, 2012 4:07:18 PM

I still need to add one senator….
 

Representatives:
 
Jeff Hickman:  Lives in Dacoma.  Elected in 2004.  Serves as the House Speaker
Pro Tempore.  He is married and has three kids.
 
Dennis Johnson:  Lives in Duncan.  Elected in 2006.  Serves as Chairman of the
House General Government Committee.  He is married to Susan and they have
three children, and two grandchildren.
 
Sally Kern:  Lives in Oklahoma City.  Elected in 2004.  Serves as the Chair of the
House Long-term Care and Senior Services Committee.  She is married to Dr.
Steve Kern, and they have two sons, and a grandson. 
 

Mark McCullough:  Lives in Sapulpa.  Elected in 2006.  Serves as the Vice-Chair
of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Judiciary.  Last year he was very
supportive on the healthcare exchange and the governor’s agenda.  He is
married to Charlotte and they have two children, .     
 
Todd Russ:  Lives in Cordell.  Elected in 2010.  Serves as the Vice-Chair of the
House Agriculture Committee.  He is married to Khristy and they have three
children, .
 
House Staff:
Jonathon Buxton
 
Senators:
 
Clark Jolley:  Lives in Edmond.  Elected in 2004.  Appropriations Chairman.   He
is carrying the Office of Accountability bill this year.  Last year he carried the A-
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F grading system for schools, the social promotion bill, and the bill to
consolidate the Civil Rights office to AG's office.  He is married and has two
children.

Jonathan Nichols:  Lives in Norman.  Elected in 2000.  He is term limited this
year.  Serves as the Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Public
Safety and Judiciary, and Vice-Chair of the Rules Committee.  Married to
Talitha and they have a daughter, 
 
Steve Russell:  Lives in Oklahoma City.  Elected in 2008.  This is his last year in
office.   Served 21 years in the Army.  He is married to Cindy, and has five
children.
 
Senate Staff:
Trait Thompson
 
 

40879



From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey

Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright;
Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05:04 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey

Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright;
Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05:05 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples;
Jean Roupe; Jeffrey Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason;
Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 10:04:15 AM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and
which ones you need to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: "Affordable Healthcare
Act", "Obamacare", and "Health Exchange" Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrupt re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Rejection of
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: GMF decision to reject "Early
Innovator" fed money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

No Later Than
12/05/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, and
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

No Later Than
12/05/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
"Affordable Healthcare Act" Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey

Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright;
Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05:00 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey

Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright;
Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05:03 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples;
Jean Roupe; Jeffrey Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason;
Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:45:28 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and
which ones you need to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: ‘Affordable Healthcare
Act’, ‘Obamacare’, and ‘Health Exchange’ Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Rejection of
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: GMF decision to reject ‘Early
Innovator’ fed money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later
Than 12/05/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, and
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later
Than 12/05/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
"Affordable Healthcare Act" Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
 

40885
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey

Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright;
Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05:04 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: Update re: Election Fraud now in Progress
Date: Monday, October 31, 2011 4:21:32 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Dear Kaleb,  Can you reach Rush, Beck, Levin or Hannity? If so, get them this information! This is the
only source that proves the National Popular Vote originated with Obama-connected anti-constitutional
"lawyers."  

Based on emails we've received from concerned citizens, like yourself, WAM is providing additional

information on the scam called the "National Popular Vote Compact." - with more updated state

level information based on inquiries WAM received on this hot topic. Also find here a sample letter

to send officials in your own state to educate them on this vital issue - along with updates on just

how far they are going to keep propagandizing this end-run on the Constitution as "more

democratic" and "fair."

 
Included after these updates is the original in-depth Ultimate Vote Fraud Alert WAM compiled on

what the National Popular Vote movement is really about, who's actually behind it , how it subverts

the Constitution- and how its implementation would ensure a permanent Progressive Chief

Executive in our White House. DO make sure that everyone you know gets INFORMED on this

topic to ensure our representative system of choosing a President remains intact! 

Thanks to all of you who sent feedback and questions about dangerous
movement which has gone unreported elsewhere. And special thanks to to those
of you who are spreading the word of the WAM alert on this steal-all-the-votes
strategy on your own blogs and forums. 

STAY INFORMED 

STATE LEVEL
UPDATE

 
NPVC already passed
(let your officials know
you know what they
did!)

CA, HA, IL, NJ,

MY, MA, VT, RI,

D.C., and NY

NPVC Passed 1 House so
far (let your officials
know they must stop
this!) 

AR, CT, DE, MI,
NV, NM, NC,
OR, VT

IS A VOTE BEING CALLED ON NPVC in YOUR STATE? 

Nowhere online has a real time update on this bill!
The main site promoting this plan no longer has up-to-
date information. Wikipedia's map of state NPVC
activity is inaccurate and its list of states passed does
not include recent verified NPVC passage in California,
New York and Rhode Island - which have now brought
the Compact to within 100 EV's of passage. 

Seems the NPVC is being kept under wraps - so officials can pass it
without public scrutiny. Bogus "public polls" are being used to defend
its passage (polling data goes back to 2007-8 and does not ID poll
source.) The "Compact" in each state has been filed as a carbon-copy
bill to protect its collective impact - but different states may have
various bill numbers. Summary: the NPVC is an intentional mire of
confusion!   
 

We'd like to think this will be a dead issue - due to the number of
state legislatures now controlled by the GOP. Unfortunately, not so -
since many Republicans have been going along with this measure! And
there are some DEM controlled states where this can still sail into
law. So, the only way to know for sure what's happening with this in
your state is to contact your own state Assemblyman or State
Senator to voice your vehement opposition - and inform them of the
real facts.
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In COLORADO, the bill
passed both houses and
is now up to the
Governor to sign into
law. Call him!
 
NPVC bill also already
introduced in these
states
(Write or call your State
Assemblyman & Senator)
FL, GA, IA, IN, KS, KY,
LA, MN, MO, MS, Mt, ND,
NE, NH, OH, OK, PA, SC,
SC, TN, TX, UT, VA,
WV   

Alert: Propagandists
try to quash all
opposition

 
In 2008, an army of paid

net-watchers for Obama's
campaign constantly

invaded comment threads
of sites that opposed their

candidate. Their purpose is
always the same: to divert

the discussion in their
favor! 

 
They're in full swing now

propagandizing for the
National Popular Vote-

'hoping' if he can't win any
other way, the NPVC will

pass - so the big city votes
can keep him in office.

 
See a sample of their

attacks on comment thread
of  NPVC expose here. 

 
 Notice (in the comment

thread of the above linked
article, their 3 techniques
to counter Conservatives.

Since they use spurious
arguments, it's not hard to

spot the comments of O
staffers :

Use logic, sound
reasonable, but

avoid actual facts
Berate opposition

by complaining
we're not being

"democratic" 
Rant and rave with

misspelled words
and lack of proper

grammar.

Now, NPVC strategy
are writing online

attacks against
Pennsylvania GOP

legislators who are
opposing it. While
other Progressive

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN PA - 1 state where GOP fighting back
NPVC 

Pennsylvania is only state of hot open contest:
 

From what we can find, PA is the one state
where GOP are putting up a hard, smart fight
against the measure. To stop the NPVC, they
have offered an alternative bill that would
divide up the Electoral Votes of the state on a
District level instead. 
 

Obama's favorite (anti) Constitutional attorney and law professor,
VIKRAM AMAR, has been busy filling the web with critiques on the PA
GOP (alternative) Plan as guess what? "unconstitutional,"
undemocratic."
As you'll see if you click on his name above, you'll even find his claim
that the Electoral College itself was "tainted" for "facilitating slavery
and other voter disenfranchisements!" 
 

See here the heat one State Senator is taking for opposing NPVC
passage in PA. If NPVC passes in PA (20 electoral votes) this "Compact"
would take a giant leap closer to being national law. Make sure your
contacts in PA are aware of the real facts.  If you live in PA, it is
VITAL you contact your officials to oppose NPVC passage and
POST!  
 

Here's a LINK & QUICK LETTER you can use to send your
Officials!

 

Here's the link to find your own state officials. (On that page all
states are listed. Going to your state, your location/zip code will be
requested. Then you should get a screen with phone numbers and
addresses for your state representative and state senators.Bookmark for
ongoing reference to contact your state officials!) Here is a letter you
can send them:

I have recently learned of a behind-the-scenes action to overtake our
U.S. Constitutional amendment process. Called the "National Popular
Vote Compact" a carbon-copy bill has been moving through into law in
various state houses to alter our Presidential election process - behind
the back of the voters. This movement has already managed to subvert
voters rights in numerous states. If it achieves its 270 Electoral Vote
goal, it will throw our 2012 Presidential election into chaos - while
casting aside the votes of many states that do not have large cities to
increase their total vote count clout. Our United States would no longer
even have a truly representative government! 
 

It is astonishing and discouraging to see the numbers of Republican
state level officials who have endorsed and/or voted for this devious
NPVC plan. It is also discouraging that we, as voters, have limited or
confused access to the current status of this bill in our own state. I, for
one, know it is crucial that this movement be stopped - and that all the
secret funding being used to pretend that a National Popular Vote would
be more "fair" "modern" and "democratic" is just one more attempt to
sweep away the foundation of our Republic. 
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cronies are scouring
the web to
invalidate

opposition.

WAM plans to post
a VOTE TRACKER

ON NPVC GOP
supporters before

the 2012
elections. If you

have a link to your
state's vote record

on this, DO email
that for our

records!  
 

I am opposed to the National Popular Vote Compact and am committed
to remove from office any Assemblyman, State Senator and Governor
who votes for or allows its passage! 

As a voter in this (state and/or district)  I request a prompt reply on the
NPVC bill status here - with a response as to your stance on this issue. 
 
Above is easy-copy letter to your officials (or edit to suit) Following is copy
of original WAM expose of NPVC strategy and who's really behind it. if you
just want to blog, post or forward the basic expose: here's a QUICK LINK
to it.

Original WAM ALERT on NPVC follows:  for review  &  to forward your contacts        
 originally reported on October 16, 2011

Act to Stop Undercover 2012 Fraud Happening Now! 
 

While the lamestream media holds public attention on GOP candidate
rivalries, a Progressive strategy is underway to eliminate the role of the states
in electing a U.S. President. By transferring electoral votes to a "national
popular vote" this "Compact"  would  usurp the role of the states as
safeguarded by our Constitution. In doing so, it could also neutralize Obama's
critics totally!

This may be the most vital - and time sensitive - expose WAM has ever
uncovered and shared! And it's happening now, under the radar, with the
general public in the dark. This "ultimate vote fraud" is intentionally
 complicated to keep it obscure until it's too late to stop. 

This complete expose on the "National Popular Vote Compact" won't be
found elsewhere. Because of the complexity and urgency of this issue. read it
through completely. See who is behind this scheme and what its intended
consequences are. 

Then spread the word  in your blogs, forums and forward to all your contacts
now. There is still time to BLOCK the NPVC sufficient states passage - only if
WE ACT NOW! 

All of US urgently need to contact our State Assemblymen, State Senators
and Governors to vehemently OPPOSE this covert MEASURE!  Here's the
real facts of this manipulation of the Constitution and American electorate.

WHY WOULD PROGRESSIVES WANT TO SWITCH TO A NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE
POTUS?

DO THE MATH . . .
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Statue of Libery photo

The electoral vote system protects voting rights by giving every individual state a number of
electoral votes representing the level of population. In this way, all states in the Union have a
proportionate and representative say in who becomes President. It doesn't matter if the state has
more land mass than populace, or if more of the people live in rural areas, etc. 
 
Here's what would happen with an NPVC that hands all the needed 270 Electoral Votes to the
national popular vote winner: Those states with larger populations - especially those with
heavily populated big cities will pick the President. Period. The politically savvy know that big
city voters trend "Democratic" - and that controlling big city vote results (by buying votes,
duplicating votes, "fixing" vote count machines on a large scale basis - these are all "Democratic"
party specialties! 

 
Take Illinois as a case in point. No matter the notorious corruption in

politics there. Year after year, all the suburban and rural vote
populations together can't get their voices heard to change who runs
the state. Why not? Because the votes of the city of Chicago always

outnumber the total combined votes in the entire rest of the state. Is
that what we want to happen to the White House? 

 

The state houses of Illinois, California, New York and New Jersey - with their large combined
Electoral Votes - are among those that have already passed the NPVC into law. A list of states
which have passed this treacherous law is given below. Do you think the voters in those states (of
which you may be one) have an idea this has happened? Of course not - as with all Progressive
take-over tactics, this one is being arranged as quietly and quickly as possible, before the actual
voters there even find out! 
 
So, if you've wondered why Obama isn't more worried about his "re-election" - despite growing
public dissatisfaction - now you know. Just pass the NPVC in a handful more states. Then, put the
usual paid workers out in the precincts with lies and pockets full of bribes for votes; send out
more union propaganda enflaming and threatening union members into support; continue using
state paid staff to bring in the votes of the infirm and institutionalized; doctor up more absentee
vote records; alter the vote totals of machines in key areas. And voila - Obama gets even the
tiniest combined margin of the "popular" vote (by hook or crook) - and he stays in office! 
 
If this NPVC vote scam gets enough states to go along, the rest of US are doomed to non-elect
but appoint Obama again - by the magic 270 with claims that its all very constitutional!   Akin
to ObamaCare, if this National Popular Vote Compact is passed - no matter how wrong and corrupt
- it would take massive funding and endless delays to drag through the courts in hopes of any
reversal. 
 
An NPVC success in its remaining targeted states would mean: states that have been trending GOP
and don't support NPVC won't matter; states with large land expanses sprinkled with Conservative
voters and rural farmers won't matter; suburbanites who pay the taxes that support city
entitlements won't matter; the original fair and balanced Electoral College system won't matter.
After all, they tell US: this is just one of those parts of that old Constitution that's not really fair
and needs to be updated! 
Here's a summary of why the National Popular Vote Presidency is a really bad idea.

WHO'S BEHIND the NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE COMPACT? SOROS - and that's not all

 

If you have any doubt left about the purpose of this Constitutional reversal in favor of a
Presidency by national popular vote, consider these facts and check out these references:

 
SUMMARY: George Soros favorite game is taking over the politics (and governments) of countries.
If you're not familiar with his bio, you should be. See here his role in the bogus movement toward
a popular vote. Soros son, Jonathan, propaganized "It's' time to junk the electoral college" all the
way back in 2008. We know by know how their ilk uses long-term, heavily financed astro-turf
"reform" movements - under cover of nice-sounding names, multiple websites and distorted
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Photo of

messages to increase their public appeal. Here's what the National Popular Vote movement wants
you to believe.Their operatives began moving this Plan through state assemblies even before 2008
election.
See an actual chart of the scope of Soros spiderweb of behind-the-scenes influence here.
 
WHAT'S THEIR GAME: Take the 2012 election - and those that follow - by the cheapest, most
expedient means. Save time and money by focusing "electioneering efforts" (including
illegitimate ones) in major population areas to make those vote totals overwhelm the votes of
the rest of US.  This makes it easy for Obama to continue ignoring increased public resistance - if
half the states and nearly half the voters just won't count anymore anyway. Most of US are by now
familiar with the bombardment of attempts to subvert our government under cover of populist
propaganda to appear "more truly democratic." See below those behind this clever manipulation of
the law - to pass a "newer and better" way to choose a President without the proper Constitutional
amendment.(And somebody tell them our founding fathers formed a Republic, not a democracy!)
 
MEET the Men behind this "Compact"  AKHIL REED AMAR & VIKRAM AMAR   
  National Public Vote Compact bill, promoted nationwide, came from this source in 2001.    
Since then, the same bill based on their strategy has been filed in states nationwide!
 
Digging into the background of the National Public Vote Compact -
as a means to radically and permanently shift the basis of the
Presidency, here's what we found: highly credentialed attorneys (and
brothers) who devised this "state bill" compact, as a strategy to get
around the normal requirements for constitutional amendment - and,
instead, undermine the Electoral College by bypassing both
Congress and the voters! V. Amar is the author of hundreds of legal
articles and several books. Although his age is included in a wiki-bio,
Vikram's country of origin is not mentioned. His articles cover topics
like this:"Should Christian groups on state campuses by allowed to restrict their membership to
Christians." Many articles are aimed at using the legal system against the Constitution. Here's two
books he's written: "Processes of Constitutional Decisionmaking" and The Bill of Rights: Creation
and Reconstruction 

Akhil Amar has also "recently proposed that every American should be
required to undergo a DNA test so that a national DNA database can be
created." Together this pair has made many other monstrous "legalese"
proposals including how an "Instant Run Off System" could "remedy the
flaws" in America's voting system; term-limiting Supreme Court Justices and
improving the Presidential line of succession in the event of "election
terrorism."
By no strange coincidence, the brainstormer of this end-run to trick the
public and the Constitution by a minority of favorable state lawmakers,
Vikram, also keeps busy writing frequent legal articles in defense of the
constitutionality of ObamaCare! Need we wonder who is financing this
scribe? 

 

Plan for 2012 (& Permanent) White House Control by Progressives Happening
Now           

Called the "National Popular Vote Compact" this movement has been in the works
nationwide - without public attention - on a state-by-state level since at least
2008. 
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Like other surreptitious actions against the U.S. Constitution, the NPVC
"movement" has several promotional websites claiming to represent "true
democracy." 
 

The NPVC is a bill now moving state-by-state to make the popular vote winner President by
bypassing normal requirements to amend the Constitution. Tts outcome would ensure the
Presidency would be declared by giving all the required 270 Electoral Votes needed for a "winner"
to the candidate who wins the largest number of popular votes nationally - no matter how small
the win margin and no difference how many states voted to oppose him. Here's how it works:
 

Once enough states have passed the NPVC bill into law to reach the requisite 270 Electoral
Votes (by totaling the EV's of those states which pass this bill) the NPVC goes into
immediate effect in the next - and all subsequent - Presidential elections. It doesn't matter
how strongly other states oppose this. We'd all have to go along, if even a minority of states
pass it!
Currently, this bill has passed enough state houses to reach more than 160 EV's - so they are
well over half way to their goal right now. 
According to most up-to-date information this National Popular Vote Pact has already
passed 1 of the 2 required chambers in more than 30 other states- without public attention. 
If their magic number of 270 EV totaling states is reached, it won't matter how the rest of
the states vote on this; nor whether other states never take up the bill; not even if other
states vehemently object and oppose this action. It would be the Law of the Land!  

This sneaky scheme to upend Constitutional rights and protections of all states and their
residents in selecting the nation's leader is underway as an explicit attempt to defeat the careful
Constitutional amendment process with NO public knowledge, NO voter input, NO public
referendums and NO input from states which object to this measure. All NPVC takes is a portion of
current state houses to make it law for all of US - always!  

VITAL & URGENT: SEE YOUR STATE STATUS & CONTACT STATE OFFICIALS! 

CONCLUSION WAM HAS DONE THE MATH and CITIZEN ACTION is URGENT to
stop this Compact! States where it's already passed add up to 171 Electoral Votes of the 270
required. 81 more Electoral Votes are at stake in states where NPV has passed 1 of the 2 needed
chambers. Additionally, States where NPV is listed as currently active legislation hold more than
100 EV. 
There are under 100 total (electoral vote bearing states) more for this to be our law nationally -
and there are way more than enough states with this in process to meet that end goal before 2012
Election!!! 
 
Shockingly,NUMEROUS Republican state officials have fallen for the popular vote strategy. Enough
GOP have supported it, for NPV.com to brag this is a "bi-partisan" measure (along with bogus polls
claiming how We the People want this!) Banners of progressive newspaper Editorial endorsements
are topped (of course) by the New York Times. Some GOP have co-sponsored this in their state.
More have even voted for its passage! Whether these are ill-informed, popularity-seeking, bribed
or just too dumb to do the math we can't say. What we know is this probably means NO more
Republican presidents ever - and Obama back in 2012, if only by the tiniest of margins! 
 
Evidently, it's going to take all of US to contact our own state Assemblyman, state
Senator and Governor to inform them of how destructive (and Progressive) this
national vote compact really is.

Your comments, research, feedback or questions are welcome.

 

Contact Wake Up America Movement at:
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 9:01:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Governor,
 
This contains your edits to the first possible statement.  Please let us know if you have
other changes.  Thanks
 
 
 

SCOTUS/OBAMACARE DECISION
 

STATEMENTS FOR APPROVAL
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
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“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
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based changes.”
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; denisenorthrup ; Glenn Coffee (  Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; aweintz
Subject: updated draft re: health insurance exchanges and medicaid
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 6:01:32 PM

PRESS RELEASE
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Ac (PPACA):
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.
 
Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, the passage of which has made it unconstitutional to
implement key components of PPACA. 
 
 
After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Katherine Sebellius
that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any
exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would
require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahomans to actively support, fund and attach their names to a policy that we do not want,
and that we believe will have catastrophic consequences for health care throughout the
United States.
 
I have also today informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be participating in
the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
increase the burden on our state budget and would further our reliance on federal money that
may or may not be available in the future. Massive new costs associated with the Medicaid
expansion would also require cuts to other important government priorities, such as education
and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful
reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized as inflexible and
inefficient.
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
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previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and reduce costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should
be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.

LETTER

 

November 16, 2012

Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201

RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,

I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
 
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
 
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:

Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
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Sincerely,
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 5:06:43 PM
Attachments: Potential_Impact_2014_SoonerCare_Exp_Adults_June2012.pdf

ACA Medicaid Elig Options.pdf

Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
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Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (15)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (19)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (26)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 200,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 100% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (12)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (31)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 145,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 75% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (9)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (15)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (36)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 110,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 57% Participation
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011








Est Cost of Health Care Services - 100% of all eligibles (6, 7)


FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020


Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90%


Federal Reimbursement 502,200,000$   512,244,000$   522,488,880$   506,291,725$   510,981,585$   515,656,523$    509,002,890$    


State Share -$                   -$                   -$                   26,646,933$     32,615,846$     38,812,857$      56,555,877$      


Oklahoman's with Health Care 


Expansion of Medicaid to Cover Adults 


Healthier Oklahoma 


Reduced 
Uncompensated Care 


for Providers 


Additional State Tax / 
Personal Tax 
Collections 


More Jobs 


Other State Dollars 
Available for Re-


Investment 


• 0 to 138% FPL 


• 200,000 currently eligible 


• Family of three income - $25,268  
Adult Eligibility (1) 


• State Share - 0% 


• Federal Share 100% 


• Estimated Annual Fed Reimb - $500 + million 


Cost of Services  (2) 


(for 2014 to 2016) 


• 16,397 Jobs 


• $495 million in payroll 


• $52 million in state / personal tax revenues 


Additional Economic Growth 
(3) 


•Estimated reduction of $324 million 


•Estimated reduction of > 50% 


Reduced Uncompensated 
Care for Providers / Cost 
Shift to the Insured (4) 


•ODMHSAS - $34 million 


•ODOC - $11.2 million 


•OSDH - $2.4 million 


Estimated Other State 
Dollars Available for Re-
Investment (annually) (5) 







Notes:
(1)  200,000 eligibles assumes that everyone eligible would enroll.  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and others have estimated


  that the more realistic % of enrollees would be between 57% and 75%.


(2)  The federal government will participate with 100% FFP through FFY2016; at that time the matching rate begins dropping until


  it levels off at 90% in 2020.


(3)  Economic impacts are based on IMPLAN values used in the "Economic Impact of the Medicaid Program on Oklahoma's Economy,"


  National Center for Rural Health Works, Oklahoma State University, January 2007.    Once again,  this economic impact is based on 100% 


  of all eligibles being enrolled into SoonerCare (Medicaid).


(4)  RWJF / Urban Institute study reported a reduction of uncompensated care of $609 million stemming from the reduction of 338,000


  uninsured Oklahoma's.  If all eligibles enrolled, we would estimate that there would be $324,000 in uncompensated care reduction / 


  cost shift to the insured.


(5)  Currently, other state agencies pay for medical costs for Oklahomans, with 100% state dollars, who under the expansion scenario would 


  be eligible for the new Medicaid with federal participation.


(6)  This represents the estimated costs of services if all eligibles enrolled in the program.  The growth estimate of new eligibles


  per year was calculated at 2%.


(7)  Administrative costs are not included in these calculations.  We would estimate administrative costs to be consistent with


  current administrative costs which are about 3% of program costs.  The federal match on most administrative costs are 50 / 50.  


  There are some exceptions, such as infrastructure costs for new technology is generally at a 90 / 10 match.







Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

40901

mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org


405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-
mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not
accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

40902

mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated Oklahoma Medicaid Costs
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:20:00 AM
Attachments: Updated Oklahoma PPACA Costs.xlsx

Hey Lindsay,
 
Attached is Oklahoma’s updated Medicaid costs associated with PPACA.  Sorry it took so long to get
to you. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks!
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 

40903
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Estimate Worksheet



		2014 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,734		63.88%		$9,969,113		$5,636,887		$15,606,000		57.00%		5,130		$1,734		63.88%		$5,682,394		$3,213,026		$8,895,420

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,734		100.00%		$1,734,000		$0		$1,734,000		57.00%		570		$1,734		100.00%		$988,380		$0		$988,380

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,734		74.72%		$12,956,448		$4,383,552		$17,340,000		57.00%		5,700		$1,734		74.72%		$7,385,175		$2,498,625		$9,883,800

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,734		100.00%		$10,404,000		$0		$10,404,000		57.00%		3,420		$1,734		100.00%		$5,930,280		$0		$5,930,280



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,734		63.88%		19,938,226		11,273,774		31,212,000		57.00%		10,260		$1,734		63.88%		11,364,789		6,426,051		17,790,840

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$55,001,786		$21,294,214		$76,296,000		57.00%		25,080						$31,351,018		$12,137,702		$43,488,720





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,790		63.88%		$23,169,276		$13,100,724		$36,270,000		57.00%		7,410		$2,790		63.88%		$13,206,487		$7,467,413		$20,673,900

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,790		100.00%		$2,790,000		$0		$2,790,000		57.00%		570		$2,790		100.00%		$1,590,300		$0		$1,590,300

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,790		63.88%		$3,564,504		$2,015,496		$5,580,000		57.00%		1,140		$2,790		63.88%		$2,031,767		$1,148,833		$3,180,600

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,790		100.00%		$2,790,000		$0		$2,790,000		57.00%		570		$2,790		100.00%		$1,590,300		$0		$1,590,300



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,790		100.00%		$435,240,000		$0		$435,240,000		57.00%		88,920		$2,790		100.00%		$248,086,800		$0		$248,086,800

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,790		100.00%		$66,960,000		$0		$66,960,000		57.00%		13,680		$2,790		100.00%		$38,167,200		$0		$38,167,200

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$534,513,780		$15,116,220		$549,630,000				112,290						$304,672,855		$8,616,245		$313,289,100







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$589,515,566		$36,410,434		$625,926,000				137,370						$336,023,873		$20,753,947		$356,777,820				new		old

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$9,679,268		$9,679,268		$19,358,536										$5,517,183		$5,517,183		$11,034,366		at 57%		107,730		29,640

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$599,194,834		$46,089,702		$645,284,536										$341,541,056		$26,271,130		$367,812,186		at 100%		189,000		34,000		223,000

																										FY14		13,135,565		183,906,093



		2015 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,769		63.88%		$10,168,495		$5,749,625		$15,918,120		57.00%		5,130		$1,769		63.88%		$5,796,042		$3,277,286		$9,073,328

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,769		100.00%		$1,768,680		$0		$1,768,680		57.00%		570		$1,769		100.00%		$1,008,148		$0		$1,008,148

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,769		74.72%		$13,215,577		$4,471,223		$17,686,800		57.00%		5,700		$1,769		74.72%		$7,532,879		$2,548,597		$10,081,476

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,769		100.00%		$10,612,080		$0		$10,612,080		57.00%		3,420		$1,769		100.00%		$6,048,886		$0		$6,048,886



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,769		63.88%		20,336,990		11,499,250		31,836,240		57.00%		10,260		$1,769		63.88%		11,592,084		6,554,572		18,146,657

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$56,101,822		$21,720,098		$77,821,920		57.00%		25,080						$31,978,039		$12,380,456		$44,358,494





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,846		63.88%		$23,632,662		$13,362,738		$36,995,400		57.00%		7,410		$2,846		63.88%		$13,470,617		$7,616,761		$21,087,378

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,846		100.00%		$2,845,800		$0		$2,845,800		57.00%		570		$2,846		100.00%		$1,622,106		$0		$1,622,106

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,846		63.88%		$3,635,794		$2,055,806		$5,691,600		57.00%		1,140		$2,846		63.88%		$2,072,403		$1,171,809		$3,244,212

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,846		100.00%		$2,845,800		$0		$2,845,800		57.00%		570		$2,846		100.00%		$1,622,106		$0		$1,622,106



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,846		100.00%		$443,944,800		$0		$443,944,800		57.00%		88,920		$2,846		100.00%		$253,048,536		$0		$253,048,536

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,846		100.00%		$68,299,200		$0		$68,299,200		57.00%		13,680		$2,846		100.00%		$38,930,544		$0		$38,930,544

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$545,204,056		$15,418,544		$560,622,600				112,290						$310,766,312		$8,788,570		$319,554,882







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$601,305,878		$37,138,642		$638,444,520				137,370						$342,744,350		$21,169,026		$363,913,376

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$9,872,853		$9,872,853		$19,745,707										$5,627,526		$5,627,526		$11,255,053

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$611,178,731		$47,011,496		$658,190,227										$348,371,877		$26,796,553		$375,168,429



		2016 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,804		63.88%		$10,371,865		$5,864,617		$16,236,482		57.00%		5,130		$1,804		63.88%		$5,911,963		$3,342,832		$9,254,795

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,804		100.00%		$1,804,054		$0		$1,804,054		57.00%		570		$1,804		100.00%		$1,028,311		$0		$1,028,311

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,804		74.72%		$13,479,888		$4,560,648		$18,040,536		57.00%		5,700		$1,804		74.72%		$7,683,536		$2,599,569		$10,283,106

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,804		100.00%		$10,824,322		$0		$10,824,322		57.00%		3,420		$1,804		100.00%		$6,169,863		$0		$6,169,863



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,804		63.88%		20,743,730		11,729,235		32,472,965		57.00%		10,260		$1,804		63.88%		11,823,926		6,685,664		18,509,590

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$57,223,859		$22,154,500		$79,378,358		57.00%		25,080						$32,617,599		$12,628,065		$45,245,664





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,903		63.88%		$24,105,315		$13,629,993		$37,735,308		57.00%		7,410		$2,903		63.88%		$13,740,029		$7,769,096		$21,509,126

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,903		100.00%		$2,902,716		$0		$2,902,716		57.00%		570		$2,903		100.00%		$1,654,548		$0		$1,654,548

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,903		63.88%		$3,708,510		$2,096,922		$5,805,432		57.00%		1,140		$2,903		63.88%		$2,113,851		$1,195,246		$3,309,096

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,903		100.00%		$2,902,716		$0		$2,902,716		57.00%		570		$2,903		100.00%		$1,654,548		$0		$1,654,548



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,903		100.00%		$452,823,696		$0		$452,823,696		57.00%		88,920		$2,903		100.00%		$258,109,507		$0		$258,109,507

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,903		100.00%		$69,665,184		$0		$69,665,184		57.00%		13,680		$2,903		100.00%		$39,709,155		$0		$39,709,155

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$556,108,137		$15,726,915		$571,835,052				112,290						$316,981,638		$8,964,342		$325,945,980







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$613,331,995		$37,881,415		$651,213,410				137,370						$349,599,237		$21,592,407		$371,191,644

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,070,310		$10,070,310		$20,140,621										$5,740,077		$5,740,077		$11,480,154

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$623,402,306		$47,951,726		$671,354,031										$355,339,314		$27,332,484		$382,671,798



		2017 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,840		63.88%		$10,579,302		$5,981,910		$16,561,212		57.00%		5,130		$1,840		63.88%		$6,030,202		$3,409,689		$9,439,891

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,840		100.00%		$1,840,135		$0		$1,840,135		57.00%		570		$1,840		100.00%		$1,048,877		$0		$1,048,877

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,840		74.72%		$13,749,486		$4,651,860		$18,401,347		57.00%		5,700		$1,840		74.72%		$7,837,207		$2,651,560		$10,488,768

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,840		100.00%		$11,040,808		$0		$11,040,808		57.00%		3,420		$1,840		100.00%		$6,293,261		$0		$6,293,261



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,840		63.88%		21,158,605		11,963,820		33,122,424		57.00%		10,260		$1,840		63.88%		12,060,405		6,819,377		18,879,782

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$58,368,336		$22,597,590		$80,965,926		57.00%		25,080						$33,269,951		$12,880,626		$46,150,578





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,961		63.88%		$24,587,421		$13,902,593		$38,490,014		57.00%		7,410		$2,961		63.88%		$14,014,830		$7,924,478		$21,939,308

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,961		100.00%		$2,960,770		$0		$2,960,770		57.00%		570		$2,961		100.00%		$1,687,639		$0		$1,687,639

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,961		63.88%		$3,782,680		$2,138,860		$5,921,541		57.00%		1,140		$2,961		63.88%		$2,156,128		$1,219,150		$3,375,278

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,961		100.00%		$2,960,770		$0		$2,960,770		57.00%		570		$2,961		100.00%		$1,687,639		$0		$1,687,639



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,961		95.00%		$438,786,161		$23,094,008		$461,880,170		57.00%		88,920		$2,961		95.00%		$250,108,112		$13,163,585		$263,271,697

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,961		100.00%		$71,058,488		$0		$71,058,488		57.00%		13,680		$2,961		100.00%		$40,503,338		$0		$40,503,338

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$544,136,291		$39,135,462		$583,271,753				112,290						$310,157,686		$22,307,213		$332,464,899







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$602,504,627		$61,733,052		$664,237,679				137,370						$343,427,637		$35,187,840		$378,615,477

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,271,717		$10,271,717		$20,543,433										$5,854,879		$5,854,879		$11,709,757

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$612,776,343		$72,004,769		$684,781,112										$349,282,516		$41,042,718		$390,325,234



		2018 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,877		63.88%		$10,790,888		$6,101,548		$16,892,436		57.00%		5,130		$1,877		63.88%		$6,150,806		$3,477,882		$9,628,689

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,877		100.00%		$1,876,937		$0		$1,876,937		57.00%		570		$1,877		100.00%		$1,069,854		$0		$1,069,854

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,877		74.72%		$14,024,476		$4,744,898		$18,769,374		57.00%		5,700		$1,877		74.72%		$7,993,951		$2,704,592		$10,698,543

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,877		100.00%		$11,261,624		$0		$11,261,624		57.00%		3,420		$1,877		100.00%		$6,419,126		$0		$6,419,126



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,877		63.88%		21,581,777		12,203,096		33,784,873		57.00%		10,260		$1,877		63.88%		12,301,613		6,955,765		19,257,377

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$59,535,702		$23,049,542		$82,585,244		57.00%		25,080						$33,935,350		$13,138,239		$47,073,589





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,020		63.88%		$25,079,169		$14,180,645		$39,259,814		57.00%		7,410		$3,020		63.88%		$14,295,127		$8,082,968		$22,378,094

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,020		100.00%		$3,019,986		$0		$3,019,986		57.00%		570		$3,020		100.00%		$1,721,392		$0		$1,721,392

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,020		63.88%		$3,858,334		$2,181,638		$6,039,971		57.00%		1,140		$3,020		63.88%		$2,199,250		$1,243,533		$3,442,784

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,020		100.00%		$3,019,986		$0		$3,019,986		57.00%		570		$3,020		100.00%		$1,721,392		$0		$1,721,392



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,020		94.00%		$442,850,707		$28,267,066		$471,117,773		57.00%		88,920		$3,020		94.00%		$252,424,903		$16,112,228		$268,537,131

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,020		100.00%		$72,479,657		$0		$72,479,657		57.00%		13,680		$3,020		100.00%		$41,313,405		$0		$41,313,405

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$550,307,839		$44,629,349		$594,937,188				112,290						$313,675,468		$25,438,729		$339,114,197







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$609,843,541		$67,678,891		$677,522,432				137,370						$347,610,819		$38,576,968		$386,187,786

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,477,151		$10,477,151		$20,954,302										$5,971,976		$5,971,976		$11,943,952

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$620,320,693		$78,156,042		$698,476,734										$353,582,795		$44,548,944		$398,131,738



		2019 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,914		63.88%		$11,006,706		$6,223,579		$17,230,285		57.00%		5,130		$1,914		63.88%		$6,273,822		$3,547,440		$9,821,262

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,914		100.00%		$1,914,476		$0		$1,914,476		57.00%		570		$1,914		100.00%		$1,091,251		$0		$1,091,251

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,914		74.72%		$14,304,966		$4,839,796		$19,144,761		57.00%		5,700		$1,914		74.72%		$8,153,830		$2,758,683		$10,912,514

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,914		100.00%		$11,486,857		$0		$11,486,857		57.00%		3,420		$1,914		100.00%		$6,547,508		$0		$6,547,508



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,914		63.88%		22,013,412		12,447,158		34,460,570		57.00%		10,260		$1,914		63.88%		12,547,645		7,094,880		19,642,525

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$60,726,417		$23,510,532		$84,236,949		57.00%		25,080						$34,614,057		$13,401,003		$48,015,061





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,080		63.88%		$25,580,753		$14,464,258		$40,045,011		57.00%		7,410		$3,080		63.88%		$14,581,029		$8,244,627		$22,825,656

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,080		100.00%		$3,080,385		$0		$3,080,385		57.00%		570		$3,080		100.00%		$1,755,820		$0		$1,755,820

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,080		63.88%		$3,935,500		$2,225,270		$6,160,771		57.00%		1,140		$3,080		63.88%		$2,243,235		$1,268,404		$3,511,639

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,080		100.00%		$3,080,385		$0		$3,080,385		57.00%		570		$3,080		100.00%		$1,755,820		$0		$1,755,820



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,080		93.00%		$446,902,320		$33,637,809		$480,540,129		57.00%		88,920		$3,080		93.00%		$254,734,322		$19,173,551		$273,907,873

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,080		100.00%		$73,929,251		$0		$73,929,251		57.00%		13,680		$3,080		100.00%		$42,139,673		$0		$42,139,673

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$556,508,595		$50,327,337		$606,835,932				112,290						$317,209,899		$28,686,582		$345,896,481







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$617,235,011		$73,837,870		$691,072,881				137,370						$351,823,956		$42,087,586		$393,911,542

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,686,694		$10,686,694		$21,373,388										$6,091,416		$6,091,416		$12,182,831

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$627,921,705		$84,524,564		$712,446,269										$357,915,372		$48,179,001		$406,094,373



		2020 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,953		63.88%		$11,226,840		$6,348,051		$17,574,891		57.00%		5,130		$1,953		63.88%		$6,399,299		$3,618,389		$10,017,688

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,953		100.00%		$1,952,766		$0		$1,952,766		57.00%		570		$1,953		100.00%		$1,113,076		$0		$1,113,076

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,953		74.72%		$14,591,065		$4,936,592		$19,527,656		57.00%		5,700		$1,953		74.72%		$8,316,907		$2,813,857		$11,130,764

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133% 		6,000		$1,953		100.00%		$11,716,594		$0		$11,716,594		57.00%		3,420		$1,953		100.00%		$6,678,458		$0		$6,678,458



		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,953		63.88%		22,453,680		12,696,101		35,149,781		57.00%		10,260		$1,953		63.88%		12,798,598		7,236,778		20,035,375

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$61,940,945		$23,980,743		$85,921,688		57.00%		25,080						$35,306,339		$13,669,024		$48,975,362





		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,142		63.88%		$26,092,368		$14,753,543		$40,845,911		57.00%		7,410		$3,142		63.88%		$14,872,650		$8,409,520		$23,282,169

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,142		100.00%		$3,141,993		$0		$3,141,993		57.00%		570		$3,142		100.00%		$1,790,936		$0		$1,790,936

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,142		63.88%		$4,014,210		$2,269,776		$6,283,986		57.00%		1,140		$3,142		63.88%		$2,288,100		$1,293,772		$3,581,872

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,142		100.00%		$3,141,993		$0		$3,141,993		57.00%		570		$3,142		100.00%		$1,790,936		$0		$1,790,936



		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,142		90.00%		$441,135,838		$49,015,093		$490,150,931		57.00%		88,920		$3,142		90.00%		$251,447,428		$27,938,603		$279,386,031

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,142		100.00%		$75,407,836		$0		$75,407,836		57.00%		13,680		$3,142		100.00%		$42,982,466		$0		$42,982,466

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$552,934,238		$66,038,412		$618,972,651				112,290						$315,172,516		$37,641,895		$352,814,411







		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$614,875,183		$90,019,155		$704,894,338				137,370						$350,478,854		$51,310,918		$401,789,773

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,900,428		$10,900,428		$21,800,856										$6,213,244		$6,213,244		$12,426,488

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$625,775,611		$100,919,583		$726,695,194										$356,692,098		$57,524,162		$414,216,261





100% part rate

		Description		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		Cumulative Total

		Federal Share for Newly Enrolled		100%		100%		100%		95%		94%		93%		90%

		Total Computable Program Costs		$625,926,000		$638,444,520		$651,213,410		$664,237,679		$677,522,432		$691,072,881		$704,894,338		$4,653,311,260

		Total Computable Administrative Costs		$19,358,536		$19,745,707		$20,140,621		$20,543,433		$20,954,302		$21,373,388		$21,800,856		$143,916,843

		Total Computable		$645,284,536		$658,190,227		$671,354,031		$684,781,112		$698,476,734		$712,446,269		$726,695,194		$4,797,228,104



		State Program Costs		$36,410,434		$37,138,642		$37,881,415		$61,733,052		$67,678,891		$73,837,870		$90,019,155		$404,699,459

		State Administrative Costs		$9,679,268		$9,872,853		$10,070,310		$10,271,717		$10,477,151		$10,686,694		$10,900,428		$71,958,422

		Total State Costs		$46,089,702		$47,011,496		$47,951,726		$72,004,769		$78,156,042		$84,524,564		$100,919,583		$476,657,880



		Estimated Number of People Covered		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000

		Average Cost Per Person Total Computable		$2,678		$2,731		$2,786		$2,841		$2,898		$2,956		$3,015

		Per Person Per Month Total Computable		$223		$228		$232		$237		$242		$246		$251





		Average Cost Per Person State Share		$191		$195		$199		$299		$324		$351		$419

		Per Person Per Month State Share		$15.94		$16.26		$16.58		$24.90		$27.02		$29.23		$34.90





		Notes:

		1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average).



		2. Average cost for adults calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11, TANF category percent of totals on Page 29 in 2008 and Page 30  in 2009-11,  and total expenditures & enrollment found on page 71 of each report.  Average cost for children calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11 p. 81, Children (under 21) Expenditures by Aid Category, blending CHIP and TANF categories.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on projected annual growth of 2%.









		3. FMAP rates are for FFY'12 as reported in OHCA 2011 Annual Report p. 28.



		4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.









		4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount has not been determined by the State.





		5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured.  CBO Approximate national uninsured costs.  





		6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.











		7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.





		8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocation.







		9.  Presentation by Kaiser Family Foundation on 5/26/10 reported an estimated 57% standard participation rate for all populations affected by reform.  This was calculated from the base CBO participation rates used to cost the federal reform legislation.  In addition, when presenters considered outreach efforts and other methods states might employ to seek out coverage for previously uninsured individuals, the participation rate is estimated to be as high as 75%, which is referred to as an enhanced participation rate.  http://www.kff.org/healthreform/8076.cfm













From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Glenn Coffee (glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov)"; Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Updated RGA Exchange Letter
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:41:27 AM
Attachments: Sebelius Exchange Letter - version 2.doc
Importance: High

Deadline is this Friday. Need to discuss re/ impact on Early Innovator Grant, otherwise I see no
problem in signing.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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January 20, 2011


The Honorable Secretary Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services


200 Independence Avenue, S.W.


Washington, DC  20201


Dear Secretary Sebelius;

Many of us believe the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) should be repealed by Congress if the courts do not strike it down first.  But, with no assurance of either outcome, we face the decision of whether to participate in the bill by operating state exchanges, or to let the federal government take on that task, if the bill remains in effect in 2013.  


In addition to its constitutional infringements, we believe the system proposed by the PPACA is seriously flawed, favors dependency over personal responsibility, and will ultimately destroy the private insurance market.  Because of this, we do not wish to be the federal government’s agent in this policy in its present form.

We wish states had been given more opportunity to provide input when the PPACA was being drafted. We believe in its current form the law will force our health care system down a path sure to lead to higher costs and the disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. Though we still have grave concerns with other provisions of the PPACA, we suggest the following improvements:

· Provide states with complete flexibility on operating the exchange, most importantly the freedom to decide which licensed insurers are permitted to offer their products


· Waive the bill’s costly mandates and grant states the authority to choose benefit rules that meet the specific needs of their citizens.


· Waive the provisions that discriminate against consumer-driven health plans, such as health savings accounts (HSA’s)


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius


Page Two


January 20, 2011


· Provide blanket discretion to individual states if they chose to move non-disabled Medicaid beneficiaries into the exchanges for their insurance coverage 


without the need of further HHS approval.


· Deliver a comprehensive plan for verifying incomes and subsidy amounts for exchange participants that is not an unfunded mandated but rather fully funded by the federal government and is certified as workable by an independent auditor.


· Commission a new and objective assessment of how many people will end up in the exchanges and on Medicaid in every state as a result of the legislation (including those "offloaded" by employers), and at what potential cost to state governments.  The study must be conducted by a neutral third-party research organization agreed to by the states represented in this letter.


We hope the Administration will accommodate our states' individual circumstances and needs, as we believe the PPACA in its current form threatens to destroy our budgets and perpetuate and magnify the most costly aspects of our health care system.  While we hope for your endorsement, if you do not agree, we will move forward with our own efforts regardless and HHS should begin making plans to run exchanges under its own auspices. 


Sincerely,


Governor Mitch Daniels (IN)

Governor Haley Barbour (MS)


Governor Bobby Jindal (LA)


Governor Nathan Deal (GA)


Governor Butch Otter (small changes/need to verify) (ID)


Governor Paul LePage (ME)


Governor Tom Corbett (PA)


Governor Bill Haslam (TN) (tentative yes, had some clarification questions, need to confirm)


Governor Rick Perry (TX)


Governor Gary Herbert (small changes/have not rec’d) (UT)


Governor Bob McDonnell (small changes/have not rec’d) (VA)


Governor Scott Walker (WI)


Governor Robert Bentley (AL) (tentative yes, need final)


Pending:


Governor Jan Brewer (AZ) – some concern over tone given their waiver request; will call

Governor Rick Scott (FL)


Governor Eddie Calvo (Guam)


Governor Terry Branstad (IA)


Governor Sam Brownback (KS)
Govnoer Dave Heineman (NE)


Governor Brian Sandoval (NV)


Governor Chris Christie (NJ)


Governor Susan Martinez (NM)


Governor Jack Dalrymple (ND)


Governor John Kasich (OH)


Governor Mary Fallin (OK) (some concerns with state situation but will call)

Governor Nikki Haley (SC)


Governor Dennis Daugaard (SD)


Governor Matthew Mean (WY)


No:

Governor Sean Parnell (AK – they did not accept any exchange planning funding and feel it would be awkward)




From: Malia Bennett
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: Updated Senate E-Clips, Mar. 12-14, 2011
Date: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:35:29 AM

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Leon Russell answers call to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/leon-russell-answers-call-to-the-rock-and-roll-hall-of-

fame/article/3547885#ixzz1GZflbRQ2

Oklahoma City School Board's newest member has history with district

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-school-boards-newest-member-has-history-with-

district/article/3548658#ixzz1GZfyPYuA

Budget cuts to Oklahoma's mental health services affect communities

http://newsok.com/budget-cuts-to-oklahomas-mental-health-services-affect-

communities/article/3548660#ixzz1GZg7abNI

Lake Hefner remains an oasis in a bustling city landscape

http://newsok.com/lake-hefner-remains-an-oasis-in-a-bustling-city-

landscape/article/3548657#ixzz1GZgJk83l

Fire danger to rise midweek in Oklahoma

http://www.newsok.com/fire-danger-to-rise-midweek-in-oklahoma/article/3548549

Oklahoma's open government laws are rarely enforced, expert says

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-open-government-laws-are-rarely-enforced-expert-

says/article/3548667#ixzz1GZgZYTPW 

Distracted drivers don't think they're being unsafe, poll finds

http://newsok.com/distracted-drivers-dont-think-theyre-being-unsafe-poll-

finds/article/3548666#ixzz1GZgn0Onv

Japan races to prevent nuke reactor meltdowns

http://www.newsok.com/japan-races-to-prevent-nuke-reactor-

meltdowns/article/3548551

Oklahoma wildfires: At least 30 families lose homes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-at-least-30-families-lose-

homes/article/3548531#ixzz1GZh9oioH

Freedom of information discusses public’s right to know

http://newsok.com/freedom-of-information-discusses-publics-right-to-

know/article/3548530#ixzz1GZhJrRS3
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Enid couple pledges $20 million for diabetes center in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/enid-couple-pledges-20-million-for-diabetes-center-in-

oklahoma/article/3548534#ixzz1GZhTShFw

Immigration leads to GOP rift in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/immigration-leads-to-gop-rift-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3548529#ixzz1GZhq18Ka

Transparency mixed at underfunded Oklahoma Ethics Commission 

http://www.newsok.com/transparency-mixed-at-underfunded-oklahoma-ethics-

commission/article/3548527

Woman hoped for aid for addiction, received 35-year term

http://newsok.com/woman-hoped-for-aid-for-addiction-received-35-year-

term/article/3548402#ixzz1GZiHaJBG

Explosion at Japan nuclear plant, disaster toll rises

http://newsok.com/explosion-at-japan-nuclear-plant-disaster-toll-

rises/article/3548403#ixzz1GZiV0D3w

In Oklahoma as elsewhere, some jobs continue around the clock

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-as-elsewhere-some-jobs-continue-around-the-

clock/article/3548003#ixzz1GZijejdb

Firefighters urge smoke alarm tests with time change 

http://newsok.com/firefighters-urge-smoke-alarm-tests-with-time-

change/article/3548002#ixzz1GZiucQh7

Oklahoma state Rep. Randy Terrill wants evidence suppressed in bribery case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-rep.-randy-terrill-wants-evidence-suppressed-in-

bribery-case/article/3548108#ixzz1GZj5kRxn

Governor clears up confusion over state revenue reports

http://newsok.com/governor-clears-up-confusion-over-state-revenue-

reports/article/3548436#ixzz1GZjQyj42

Retired Oklahoma ACLU executive honored for First Amendment efforts

http://newsok.com/retired-oklahoma-aclu-executive-honored-for-first-amendment-

efforts/article/3548423#ixzz1GZjzc9n2

Bond issues get Oklahoma legislators' cold shoulder 

http://www.newsok.com/bond-issues-get-oklahoma-legislators-cold-

shoulder/article/3548353

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin declares state of emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-

emergency/article/3548010#ixzz1GZkIF9oE
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Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin won't push for Tulsa mayor investigation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-wont-push-for-tulsa-mayor-

investigation/article/3548009#ixzz1GZkSWkMO

Two major Oklahoma City law firms to merge 

http://newsok.com/two-major-oklahoma-city-law-firms-to-

merge/article/3548326#ixzz1GZki0QPv

OKC businesswoman Terry Neese inducts Afghan woman into hall of fame for

enterprising women

http://newsok.com/okc-businesswoman-terry-neese-inducts-afghan-woman-into-hall-

of-fame-for-enterprising-women/article/3548208#ixzz1GZkrycrA

Airfares are going up, and not just because of oil 

http://newsok.com/airfares-are-going-up-and-not-just-because-of-

oil/article/3548336#ixzz1GZl0FTsQ

W.Va. Legislature OKs state-run insurance exchange 

http://www.newsok.com/w.va.-legislature-oks-state-run-insurance-

exchange/article/feed/246882

Goldsby firefighters fighting tire dump fire 

http://www.newsok.com/goldsby-firefighters-fighting-tire-dump-

fire/article/feed/246892

US clears more deepwater oil drilling in Gulf

http://newsok.com/us-clears-more-deepwater-oil-drilling-in-

gulf/article/feed/246868#ixzz1GZlcbFEy

Observers applaud new environmental coalition

http://www.newsok.com/observers-applaud-new-environmental-

coalition/article/3548325

Outrage not enough to redirect school spending 

http://www.newsok.com/outrage-not-enough-to-redirect-school-

spending/article/3547971?custom_click=lead_story_title

Lawmaker labeling a badge of honor? 

http://www.newsok.com/lawmaker-labeling-a-badge-of-honor/article/3547970?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Speaker right to focus on Oklahoma economy, education

http://newsok.com/speaker-right-to-focus-on-oklahoma-economy-

education/article/3547969#ixzz1GZmdTQnT

Tax policy rarely devoid of wedge-driving arguments 

http://www.newsok.com/tax-policy-rarely-devoid-of-wedge-driving-

arguments/article/3547959?custom_click=headlines_widget
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Legislature should raise dropout age in Oklahoma

http://www.newsok.com/legislature-should-raise-dropout-age-in-

oklahoma/article/3547958?custom_click=headlines_widget

ScissorTales: On ethanol, it's time to let the market decide worth

http://newsok.com/scissortales-on-ethanol-its-time-to-let-the-market-decide-

worth/article/3547948#ixzz1GZnDxH6X

Guts needed to make corrections changes

http://www.newsok.com/guts-needed-to-make-corrections-changes/article/3547961?

custom_click=headlines_widget

George Will: Obamacare and the mandate muddle 

http://www.newsok.com/george-will-obamacare-and-the-mandate-

muddle/article/3547960?custom_click=headlines_widget

The time is now for natural gas 

http://www.newsok.com/the-time-is-now-for-natural-gas/article/3547950?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Leading the way to a healthier future

http://www.newsok.com/leading-the-way-to-a-healthier-future/article/3547949?

custom_click=headlines_widget
 

Bill is an effort to save lives by cracking down on drunken drivers

http://newsok.com/bill-is-an-effort-to-save-lives-by-cracking-down-on-drunken-

drivers/article/3547962#ixzz1GaEM474x

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Report: Tax cuts won't benefit most state households

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_16_A1_Eighty571069

Navy veteran campaigns to fund flights

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_12_A9_CUTLIN502784

House trimming state bond issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Legislator backs transparency bid

40908

http://www.newsok.com/legislature-should-raise-dropout-age-in-oklahoma/article/3547958?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/legislature-should-raise-dropout-age-in-oklahoma/article/3547958?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://newsok.com/scissortales-on-ethanol-its-time-to-let-the-market-decide-worth/article/3547948#ixzz1GZnDxH6X
http://newsok.com/scissortales-on-ethanol-its-time-to-let-the-market-decide-worth/article/3547948#ixzz1GZnDxH6X
http://www.newsok.com/guts-needed-to-make-corrections-changes/article/3547961?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/guts-needed-to-make-corrections-changes/article/3547961?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/george-will-obamacare-and-the-mandate-muddle/article/3547960?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/george-will-obamacare-and-the-mandate-muddle/article/3547960?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/the-time-is-now-for-natural-gas/article/3547950?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/the-time-is-now-for-natural-gas/article/3547950?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/leading-the-way-to-a-healthier-future/article/3547949?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.newsok.com/leading-the-way-to-a-healthier-future/article/3547949?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://newsok.com/bill-is-an-effort-to-save-lives-by-cracking-down-on-drunken-drivers/article/3547962#ixzz1GaEM474x
http://newsok.com/bill-is-an-effort-to-save-lives-by-cracking-down-on-drunken-drivers/article/3547962#ixzz1GaEM474x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_16_A1_Eighty571069
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_16_A1_Eighty571069
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_12_A9_CUTLIN502784
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_12_A9_CUTLIN502784
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A12_OKLAHO616389
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A12_OKLAHO616389


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A4_CUTLIN588536

Oklahoma lawyers and lobbyists were top campaign financiers in 2010

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_11_A1_Thesta460118

Soon-to-be-released statewide water plan may interest Texas, too

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_11_A1_Tenyea625782

9-year-old Texas girl killed in ATV crash near Lake Texoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_0_AnATVw344313

Trooper involved in 'OHP's darkest day' dies Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_0_ArtrdO590043

House decision to suspend Art in Public Places law disappoints some Oklahomans
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Wildfires begin to slow in state; 49 homes burn
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Two bills on choosing judges pass Senate
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A22_CUTLIN353294

Open government in Oklahoma a work in progress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A15_Transp982281

Political Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A12_TheTul491538

Oklahoma roll call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A18_WASHIN938543

Allergy season starting earlier, lasting longer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_17_A9_Aparti357199

Adoptive parents decry DHS' long, intrusive process
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A19_CUTLIN674714

Bartlett's response to allegations rebuked

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A19_ULNSbB240517

Students seeking state aid face FAFSA deadline soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A14_Highsc291795

Fund from Sinclair ruling still helping River Parks Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A10_TheRiv350313

Death toll in Japan tops 10,000 amid nuclear reactor threats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A1_CUTLIN804942

Death toll in Japan tops 10,000 amid nuclear reactor threats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A1_CUTLIN804942

Obama calls for stricter enforcement of gun laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A4_WASHIN143169

Daily U.S. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_11_A13_USDAIL666505

Extended day a good thing for some schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20110312_19_A15_CUTLIN574512

High gasoline prices making corporate CEOs cautious

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110313_49_E2_CUTLIN749802

Gas hits highest price in two years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110311_49_E1_Gasoli377024

Oil: Price settles lower for fourth day after Japan quake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110311_49_0_NEWYOR111115

First of 550 new Boeing jobs posted; 150 positions set to be filled by year's end
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=45&articleid=20110310_45_0_Boeing874231

Mortgage rate remains below 5 percent

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=32&articleid=20110311_32_E1_Thenat215233

Foreclosures drop sharply

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=32&articleid=20110310_32_E1_tablet37823

Immigration laws are costly for state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110314_61_A7_Getout99308

County legal ads best continued in newspapers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110314_61_A7_Thesta473980

Oklahoma poverty a chronic, unaddressed problem

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_211_G1_CUTLIN746470

Judicial nominating process doesn't need changing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_214_G1_Lastwe282690

State Treasurer Ken Miller off to a good start

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_215_G6_CUTLIN537730

Nonpartisan elections best for county sheriffs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110312_61_A20_CUTLIN981870

Pseudoephedrine prescription requirement goes too far

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110312_61_A20_Weunde447567

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 Wind farm bill drawing concerns

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/wind-farm-bill-drawing-concerns-energy/

 

Federal cuts could hit U.S. housing agencies
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/federal-cuts-could-hit-u-s-housing-agencies-

real-estate/

 

Oil settles lower after Japan quake, for fourth day 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/oil-settles-lower-after-japan-quake-for-fourth-

day-energy/

 

Pa.’s attempts to track gas drilling waste flawed

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/pa-%e2%80%99s-attempts-to-track-gas-drilling-

waste-flawed-energy/

 

U.S. rig count up by 8

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/u-s-rig-count-up-by-8-energy-2/

 

Budget hawks eye energy subsidy cuts 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/budget-hawks-eye-energy/

 

Obama prepared to tap petroleum reserve

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/obama-prepared-to-tap-petroleum-reserve-

energy/

 

Heating oil use falls as prices, irritation rise 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/heating-oil-use-falls-as-prices-irritation-rise-

energy/

 

Senators scrutinize light bulb standards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/senators-scrutinize-light-bulb-standards-energy/

 

Red Eagle: Osage will fight for sovereignty

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/red-eagle-osage-will-fight-for-sovereignty-law/

 

Community bankers prepare for costs of regulation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/community-bankers-prepare-for-costs-of-

regulation-finance/

 

Tax cuts move people to shop in February

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/tax-cuts-move-people-to-shop-in-february-

finance/

 

Airfares going up, not just because of oil

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/airfares-going-up-not-just-because-of-oil-

aerospace/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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No AP stories

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Speaker Media
To: Speaker Media
Subject: UPDATED: House Republican Caucus Highlights Agenda Accomplishments
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 1:47:39 PM

 
EDITOR’S NOTE:

Addition of HB 1571

under Traditional Values

Oklahoma House of Representatives
Media Division

                                                                                                                                                           
                          March 18, 2011
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: Lisa Liebl                 
Capitol: (405) 962-7674
 

 

House Republicans Highlight Agenda Accomplishments
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – The House Republican Caucus today highlighted their agenda
accomplishments after completing work on House legislation.  The agenda platform includes
reforms to enhance our economic environment, improve public safety, access affordable
health care, reform educational practices, streamline and modernize state government,
protect traditional values, and defend constitutional rights.

 
“I am extremely proud of the Republican Caucus for adhering to the agenda

priorities,” said House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee. “It is an enormous responsibility
knowing each vote cast could change the lives of Oklahomans. Our focus is on doing what’s
best for our citizens and the future of our state.”

 
The House of Representatives entered the 2011 Legislative session faced with a $600 million
budget deficit. They were tasked with balancing the budget and many facets of tax reform.

 
“Because we face a $500 million shortfall, this is clearly a challenging budget

environment,” said state Rep. Earl Sears, a Bartlesville Republican who chairs the House
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Appropriations and Budget Committee. “However, House Republicans are advancing reforms
that will help close that hole by streamlining and modernizing state government. The money
saved through these reforms will help us protect vital areas such as education, transportation
and public safety.”

 
“I am proud that House Republicans are focused on fixing the flawed tax credit

system,” said state Rep. David Dank, an Oklahoma City Republican who chairs the House
Revenue and Taxation subcommittee. “If we are going to compete in the crucial next few
years, we had to stop talking and start acting to dramatically reform our state tax system.
The GOP is doing just that."

 
House Republicans are committed to creating an environment that is conducive to job
retention and job growth including worker’s compensation reform, lawsuit reform, improving
transportation infrastructure and not raising taxes.

 
“House Republicans believe economic growth should be measured by the number of

private-sector businesses that can grow and employ Oklahomans,” said House Floor Leader
Dan Sullivan, R-Tulsa. “The reforms we have advanced will reduce frivolous litigation and
allow the private sector to thrive.”

 
“For nearly 20 years, Oklahoma road funding was badly neglected,” said House

President Pro Tempore Jeff Hickman, R-Fairview. “House Republicans have reversed that
trend, and we remain committed to protecting road funding. Our state cannot grow without
a viable transportation system.”

Several measures have advanced to improve public safety through responsible corrections
reform and further addressing illegal immigration to create safer communities and protect
limited taxpayer dollars.

                “While House Republican believe there must be consequences for those who
commit crimes, we do not believe the state must always utilize the most expensive
punishment available,” said state Rep. Lisa J. Billy, a Purcell Republican who chairs the
appropriations subcommittee on public safety. “The reforms we have enacted have been
shown to cost less while also reducing recidivism. We are working to preserve public safety
while being smart with public dollars.”

“To deal with the pressing issues of illegal immigration the House Republicans are
taking a very deliberate course of action looking for solutions,” said state Rep. George
Faught, a Muskogee Republican who is co-chair of the joint committee on immigration. “This
focus on this measure will be centered on public safety which affects all citizens of this state.
We are taking input from the law enforcement officers who deal daily with the issues of
public safety and encourage their solutions to crime and illegal immigration. Our goal is to
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give law enforcement officers the tools and information that will help them become effective
in enforcing our laws and protecting our citizens. There should be consequences for criminal
behavior.”

 
House Republicans have continued their commitment to provide better access to affordable
quality health care and promote a competitive free market system.

 
“We have made significant strides in developing initiatives for those needing health

coverage,” stated state Rep. Doug Cox, R-Grove. “House Republicans are centered on
reducing Oklahoma’s uninsured population by building a premiere healthcare exchange
constructed on rock solid conservative values.”

 
“Having health insurance that is accessible and affordable is an issue that has our

focus and commitment this session,” said state Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa. “House
Republicans want Oklahoma to lead the way in building a better health insurance
marketplace, one that truly empowers individuals and small-business owners to purchase
plans that best meet their needs.”

As a top priority to many elected officials, the House is devoted to ensuring all Oklahoma
students have access to a quality education by advancing measures to eliminate trial de
novo, eliminate social promotion, increase accountability and transparency, and provide
greater instructional opportunities to include protecting parents’ rights to educate their
children by other means.

“For Oklahoma students to become productive adults, they must have access to a
quality education,” said state Rep. Ann Coody, a Lawton Republican who chairs the House
Common Education Committee. “The reforms we are advancing will increase academic rigor
and accountability, providing Oklahoma children a better future.”
 

“The education reforms promoted by House Republicans will provide greater
transparency to parents, allowing them to determine how their local schools are performing
through a true apples-to-apples comparison,” said state Rep. Lee Denney, a Cushing
Republican who chairs the House appropriations subcommittee on education. “That
information will highlight successful schools and allow the dissemination of successful
teaching strategies, benefiting all children and districts in the state.”

The House GOP agenda is aimed at streamlining state government, reforming state pension
systems, and eliminating or reforming tax policies that fail to generate widespread economic
benefit.

“For years, our unfunded pension liability has been the enormous financial problem
of state government that no one would acknowledge,” said state Rep. Randy McDaniel, R-
Oklahoma City. “This year, we have finally started making the tough decisions necessary to
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ensure the continued viability of those retirement systems without increasing taxes on
working families.”

 
“By eliminating needless duplication in state government, we can save millions of

taxpayer dollars while maintaining services,” said state Rep. Jason Murphy, R-Guthrie. “By
enacting the common-sense reforms that private industry has used for years, we are

bringing state government into the 21st Century.”

The Republican caucus will continue its commitment to protect traditional Judeo-Christian
values, including the sanctity of human life and the traditional family.

“House Republicans have enacted pro-life reforms with bipartisan support to provide
greater protections to the most-vulnerable Oklahomans – those in the womb,” said state
Rep. Pam Peterson, R-Tulsa. “We are modernizing state law to reflect the medical and
scientific realities of 2011, which show us unmistakably that a child in the womb is a
precious, living member of our human family deserving of our protection.”

 
“One of the greatest challenges facing Oklahoma is the fragmentation of families,”

said state Rep. Mark McCullough, R-Sapulpa. “Divorce leads to increased demand for many
state services. By working to enact policies that can help preserve families, we can ultimately
save hundreds of millions in the long run.”

 
Finally, the House Republicans are dedicated to restoring and defending the Constitution,
including promoting second and tenth Amendment rights.
               

“The right to self-defense is one of the most fundamental constitutional rights
granted Americans, and House Republicans have advanced legislation that prevents the
erosion of that right,” said state Rep. John Enns, R-Enid. “Law-abiding citizens should not be
left defenseless against criminals who will not hesitate to commit murder or rape, let alone
break a gun control law.”
 
The House passed numerous bills which aligned with the Republican Caucus agenda. They
are committed to the task of fulfilling their job responsibilities and well representing the
voice of their constituents.
 
The Legislature is set to begin hearing Senate bills next week.

 
 

 HOUSE REPUBLICAN CAUCUS  

 2011 Agenda Legislation  

   

 ECONOMY  
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 Lawsuit Reform  

HB 2023 Admissibility of actual amounts paid for  medical

bills

Sullivan

HB 2024 Periodic Payments Sullivan

HB 2128 Caps on noneconomic damages Steele

   

 Workers Comp Reform  

HB 2038 Requires reporting from Workers Comp Court Sullivan

   

 Pension Reform  

HB 2132 No unfunded COLA's Steele

HB 1648 OTRS loophole fix Newell

HB1002 Improves efficiencies in OTRS McDaniel

HB 1007 Pension Funding Accountability Act McDaniel

HB1010 Judges and Justices Pension Reform McDaniel

HB 1005 Pension and Benefit Funding and Security Task

Force

McDaniel

   

 Revenue/Taxation  

HB 1285 Task Force to Study Tax Credits Dank

HB 1953 Oklahoma Quick Action Closing Fund McNeil

HB 1008 Engineering Tax Credit McNiel

HJR 1001 Resolution seeks to freeze the value of seniors

homes for taxation purposes at the value

determined the year the head of household turns

sixty-five.

Dank

HJR 1002 Resolution seeks to cap the possible annual

increase of taxable value of property at 2%.

Current cap is 5%.

Dank

   

 TRADITIONAL VALUES  

HB 1888 Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection--No

abortions after 20 weeks because child is pain-

capable

Peterson

HB 1642 Requires that doctors performing abortions in OK

have clinical privileges at a hospital within 30

miles of clinic where abortions are done

Ritze

HB 1970 Prohibiting certain drugs to induce abortions Grau

HB 1571 All persons, from fertilization or conception, are

created free with inalienable rights

Vaughn

   

   

 GOVERNMENT REFORM &
MODERNIZATION
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HB 2140 Shared Services consolidation of DCS, OPM,

OMPC, ODL, OSEEGIB, and EBC into OSF

Steele

HB 1034 Purchasing System cleanup Murphey

HB 1035 Modifying Trip Optimizer system Murphey

HB 1086 OK Government 2.0 Act Murphey

HB 1207 Innovation, Efficiency and Accountability Act Murphey

HB 1225 Initiative Petitions; requiring statement of funding

sources

Ownbey

HB 1541 Executive entity consolidations Murphey

HB 1044 Administrative Rules Reform Faught

   

   

 CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS  

HB 1652 Authorizes concealed weapons in cars at

CareerTech

Enns

   

 PUBLIC SAFETY  

HB 1446 Immigration Reform Bill Faught

HB 2131 Switches sentencing statute default from

consecutive to concurrent, authorizes more use of

community sentencing and GPS tracking, and

removes governor from non-violent parole

approvals.

Steele

   

 HEALTH  

HB 2130 HUB board and implementation Steele

HB 2017 Medical Student Loan Program Cox

HB 1554 Long-term care options counseling Kern

HB 1220 Prevention Services Consolidation Act McCullough

   

 EDUCATION  

HB 1456 Establishing grades for schools Denney

HB 1550 Providing retention for certain third-grade students Kern

HB 2139 State Board of Education reform Steele

HB 1372 Adds Elementary and Assistant Superintendents

to list of those included in administrative

expenditure cap.

Holland

HB 1380 Eliminates Trial De Novo Holland
 
 

###
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
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disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Updated: RGPPC Healthcare Task Force Conference Call

Conference line:

1-800-
Access code:

Agenda:

1. Roll Call

2.  CLASS ACT

3.  Exchange Commenting

4. Supercommittee- policies in which we should engage

5.  Other business

ICYMI below. Nice work, Ohio, on PPACA costs to your state.  If other states have done such activities, please share with the group. 
We'll keep on file and amplify at RGPPC.

Ohio Examiner:
http://www.examiner.com/trumbull-county-conservative-in-youngstown/lt-governor-mary-taylor-announces-report-outlining-impacts-
of-obamacare-ohio

Lt. Gov. Taylor is also the director of the Ohio's insurance department.  Her press release is linked here and included in full below:

http://www.insurance.ohio.gov/Newsroom/Pages/09202011MillimanReport.aspx

Full report:
http://www.ohioexchange.ohio.gov/Documents/MillimanReport.pdf
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With support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), the Urban Institute is 

undertaking a comprehensive monitoring and tracking project to examine the implementation 

and effects of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) of2010.111e project began in 

May 2011 and will take place over several years. The Urban Institute will document changes to the 

implementation of national health reform in Alabama, Colorado, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 

New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island and Virginia to help states, researchers and policy

makers learn from the process as it unfolds. This report is one of a series of papers focusing on 

particular implementation issues in these case study states. In addition, state-specific reports on 

case study states can be found at www.rwjf.org and www.healthpolicycenter.org. The quantitative 

component of the project is producing analyses of the effects of the ACA on coverage, health 

expenditures, affordability, access and premiums in the states and nationally. For more information 

about the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's work on coverage, visit www.rwjf.org/coverage. 

INTRODUCTION 

Under the ACA, each state has the option to develop 
a health insurance exchange, an organized 

marketplace for the purchase of health insurance in the 
small-group and nongroup insurance markets. While 
there are a number of federal regulations with which 
a state-operated exchange must comply, the law also 
provides considerable state flexibility in exchange 
development and design. Variations in these choices 
will, In turn, lead to exchanges with differing goals, 
characteristics, and levels of political support within 
the state. If, however, a state chooses not to develop its 
own exchange or is unable to demonstrate its ability to 
effectively do so, the federal government will operate an 
exchange in that state. 

This paper describes the status of health insurance 
exchange development and design choices in the 
10 states participating in the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation health reform implementation monitoring 

and tracking project. Information is drawn from publicly 
available sources, state legislation, and site visit 
interviews in each of the 10 states. We delineate an array 
of state approaches in exchange development, and 
provide examples of each based upon the situations 
in these states. While the examples provided are from 
states further along in the implementation process, 
Table 1 below depicts the exchange implementation 
status of all10 states studied. 

As is the case nationwide, the 10 case study states vary 
tremendously at the current time in their legal authority 
to develop exchanges, the status of health insurance 
exchange development, the design decisions that have 
been made, and those choices still to be made. However, 
unlike some states, all 10 of the participating states had 
expressed at least some interest in developing a state
based exchange, hence their inclusion in the project. 
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Table 1 

Alabama 

Colorado 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

New Mexico 

New York 

Oregon 

Rhode Island 

VIrginia 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No, but have 
continued 
with planning 
efforts 

No 

Yes, but 
very recently 
established 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

N/A 

Senate Blll11-200 passed May 5, 2011 
creating the Colorado Health Benefit 
Exchange 

Health Benefit Exchange Act of 2011 
established the Maryland Health 
Benefit Exchange 

Senate Bill 693 passed In the Senate, 
but has been held up In the House 

House File 2290/Senate File 1872 
would have created the Minnesota 
exchange, but was not acted upon 

Senate Bill 38/House Bill 33 passed in 
2011, but was vetoed by the governor 

Executive Order #42 

Senate Bill 99 established the Oregon 
Health Benefit Exchange 

Executive Order 11-09 

Legal authority is yet to be 
determined, as the state has a law that 
some think gives authority to establish 
an exchange 

Department of Insurance created a formal 
executive workgroup for exchange planning 

Nonprofit unincorporated public entity with a 
nine-person governing board 

Public benefit corporation (quasi-public) with 
a six-person governing board 

None yet, but Senate Bill 693 outlined plans 
for a non-profit exchange 

Exchange taskforce with 15 appointees 
which created 10 workgroups 

Would have established a quasi-public 
exchange 

Government agency with option to become 
quasi-public 

Public corporation with a nine-member 
governing board 

Government agency within the executive 
department with guidance provided by an 
interagency exchange workgroup and a 
13-member board 

VIrginia Health Reform Initiative provides 
planning insight. Ongoing debates take 
place over quasi-governmental versus State 
Corporation Commission exchange 
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LEGAL AUTHORITY 

In order to establish and begin building a state-based 
exchange, states need legal authority through either 

a governor's executive order or enacted legislation. 
There are advantages and disadvantages to each of 
these approaches. An executive order can be developed 
and implemented faster than a full legislative process. 
Most states have legislative sessions that last for only 
part of the year, limiting the time available for hearings 
and debate. Compromise between political parties and 
stakeholder interests also requires greater commitment 
of time than unilateral decision-making by the executive 
branch. However, legislation that is wrought from 
compromise and stakeholder input tends to engender 
broader-based political support for the ongoing exchange 
development and implementation phases, which is likely 
to be valuable in the long run. In addition, depending 

Rbode l>lmul aml Ne1e1 Yor/1 are botb 

examples of.>tates that, .following extended 

but.fitiled ~/forts to pass legislation, used 

exemth;e orders to establisb tbeir excluwges. 

upon state law, exchange development by executive 
order may limit the governance options available for 
the exchange. For example, executive orders may 
necessitate development of the exchange as a state 
agency, foreclosing options of quasi-public entities 
or non-profit organizations governing the exchange. 
(Governance options are discussed further below.) 

Of the 10 states studied, three-Oregon, Maryland and 
Colorado-have established exchanges via legislation 
and two-Rhode Island and New York-have done so 
via executive order. The remaining five states-Alabama, 
Minnesota, Michigan, New Mexico and Virginia-have 
yet to establish their own exchanges, and both of these 
options for legal authority remain under consideration. 

Oregon was one of the first states to pass legislation 
(Senate Bill 99, June 2011) establishing a health insurance 
exchange consistent with the standards in the ACA. 
The law passed with strong bipartisan support. This 
early and broad support was credited to the fact that 
the Oregon Health Policy Commission, established by 
Governor Kulongoski in 2006, had already recommended 
development of a state exchange for individuals and 

small businesses. While this recommendation had been 
considered during the legislature's 2007 session and 
had broad support, the state's budget situation was 
too constrained to finance its development. Exchanges 
were considered in later legislative sessions, but with no 
progress made due to lack of funds. As a result, the ACA 
was widely perceived in Oregon as providing the state 
the financial resources it needed to move forward with a 
program that state officials had been planning for years. 

Rhode Island and New York are both examples of 
states that, following extended but failed efforts to 
pass legislation, used executive orders to establish 
their exchanges. Rhode Island's S.B. 87, exchange 
establishment legislation that had broad support, was 
derailed in 2011 by an amendment that would have been 
more stringent than federal law in restricting the purchase 
of exchange-based abortion coverage. As a result, the 
Executive Committee of the Rhode Island Healthcare 
Reform Commission recommended that the governor 
establish the exchange-largely consistent with that 
laid out in the failed legislation-through an executive 
order. As such, it is being developed as a state agency 
at the present time. Similarly, even in the presence of 
a three-way consensus worked out between the New 
York governor, senate and assembly, legislation was 
not passed, owing to previously unexpected opposition 
from some Republican state senators. As a result, 
Governor Cuomo Issued an executive order In April 2012, 
establishing a statewide exchange consistent with the 
requirements of the ACA. 

Of the states that have not yet established an exchange, 
Virginia provides an interesting example of legal 
establishment authority. House Bill 2434 was signed into 
law by the governor in April 2011. This law expressed 
the intent to establish a state-based exchange, charging 
the Secretary of Health and Human Resources, in 
cooperation with the State Corporation Commission's 
Bureau of Insurance, the General Assembly, relevant 
experts, and stakeholders to "provide recommendations 
for consideration by the 2012 General Assembly 
regarding the structure and governance of the Health 
Benefit Exchange."' However, the legislation did not 
specifically establish the exchange. While the Virginia 
Health Reform Initiative's Advisory Council did make 
the requested set of recommendations, no exchange 
establishment legislation was brought to a vote in the 
state's legislature in 2012. The governor was clear that he 
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would not sign additional legislation prior to a Supreme 
Court decision being issued that upholds the ACA. There 
were many in the state who believed that the existing 
legislation was actually sufficient to begin exchange 
development. However, many design decisions, including 
the recommendations of the Advisory Council, could not 

GOVERNANCE 

Governance of a health insurance exchange Identifies 
where the exchange is institutionally located and 

delineates its decision-making structure. Three basic 
alternatives are available to states developing their 
own exchanges: a quasi-public entity, a non-profit 
organization, or a government agency. While there is 
no uniform definition of a quasi-public entity across all 
states, they can generally be thought of as organizations 

Cousumer advomtes and others often.feel 

strongb' that an exchange board should 

exclude thost' that could benefit fiurmdal{v, 

depending on how the exchange is nm, such 

as those worllingfor imurance carriers, 

inmrauce producers (l;rolurs and agents), 

hospitals, pl~ysirirms, otber health care 

fJr01Jiders, rmd tbird par()' administmtors. 

established by state law, usually overseen by a governing 
board appointed by the governor and/or legislature, 
and which operate with some degree of independence 
from the state. These entities usually have close working 
relationships with state agencies and will often be 
established using government funds, at least in part. 
Non-profit organizations are completely independent of 
government agencies and are also usually governed by 
a board of directors. The government agency approach 
establishes the exchange within either an existing 
or newly established arm of the state's executive or 
legislative branch. Each approach has advantages and 
disadvantages, as described below. 

The quasi-public governance approach provides greater 
flexibility to the exchange in areas such as hiring of 
personnel, salary levels, and procurement of outside 
services.' These entities generally are exempted from 

be made without further action. While a special session 
of the legislature could be called in such an event, it is 
also possible that the governor would use an executive 
order to establish the exchange and make initial design 
decisions now that a Supreme Court decision has been 
issued. 

state requirements in these areas, which allows them 
to hire more quickly and potentially pay private sector 
salaries, attracting candidates with greater experience. 
They also can enter Into contracts with outside vendors 
more quickly, as they are not held to the often onerous 
state procurement rules. While there tends to be frequent 
communication between quasi-public entities and 
government agencies, the quasi-public approach tends 
to provide leaders of these programs with greater political 
independence than those run directly out of government 
agencies. However, the quasi-public entities generally 
are required to meet state expectations for transparency 
of operations, with public board and advisory group 
meetings, and public release of reports. Quasi-public 
organizations can also be given rule-making (regulatory) 
authority by the state, as is the case with Massachusetts' 
Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector Authority 
and the Maryland Exchange Board. 

Creating a quasi-public entity requires political support 
tor the passage of legislation, however, which is 
challenging in many state political environments today. 
In addition, quasi-public entities are usually overseen by 
a board of trustees, and concerns about trustee conflict 
of interest can create contentious debates surrounding 
this governance approach. Consumer advocates and 
others often feel strongly that an exchange board should 
exclude those that could benefit financially, depending 
on how the exchange is run, such as those working for 
insurance carriers, insurance producers (brokers and 
agents), hospitals, physicians, other health care providers 
and third-party administrators. Conversely, insurance 
carriers, producers, and health care providers often 
feel just as strongly that their expertise and experience 
is precisely what is needed on exchange boards to 
best inform the decisions being made. Of the 10 states 
studied, Maryland, Oregon, and Colorado have opted for 
the quasi-governmental approach and recommendations 
for doing so have been made in Minnesota and Virginia. 
New York and Rhode Island seemed poised to do so 
as well, but were unable to follow through once their 
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state legislation failed. Thus, these two states will, at 
least initially, run their exchanges through government 
agencies. 

The second governance option, development of a non
profit organization, likely leads to an exchange that has 
greater political independence than the quasi-public 
option, and has the same flexibility In hiring, salaries, and 
procurement as the quasi-public. However, non-profits 
do not have authority to issue state regulations, and 
may face greater communication challenges with state 
government agencies that will also play key roles in the 
implementation of the reforms in the ACA, since the non
profits are completely Independent of state government. 
Non-profits are generally not bound by the same 
transparency and reporting requirements as quasi-public 
and state agencies, so they may develop less open and 
accessible processes than the other options. In addition, 

New Mexico and Michigan appear to be 

beaded toward the non-pr~fit exchange route 

ij'the,y choose to de1Jelop tbeir own exchanges. 

non-profits are also overseen by boards of trustees, 
meaning that they also face the challenges inherent in 
developing conflict of interest rules. Of the 10 states 
studied, New Mexico and Michigan appear to be headed 
toward the non-profit exchange route if they choose to 
develop their own exchanges. 

Finally, states can develop health insurance exchanges 
within existing government agencies or in new agencies 
of state government. This approach can be implemented 
relatively quickly and can be done by executive order. In 
at least some states, it is likely to be the only legal option 
available where the exchange is established through 
a governor's executive order. However, New Mexico 
is contemplating using an executive order to place its 
exchange in a non-profit entity-the New Mexico Health 
Insurance Alliance-a non-profit created by the state that 
has board members that are appointed by the governor. 
Exchanges run through a state agency must comply 

with state transparency guidelines, suggesting an open 
and publicly accessible administration. However, state 
procurement and hiring processes can be complex and 
time-consuming, slowing the exchange development and 
decision-making process in some areas, and rigid salary 
guidelines in some states may hamper the agency's 
ability to hire more experienced candidates for high-level 
exchange positions. In addition, as an agency of state 
government, an exchange could be perceived as political 
in nature as opposed to the other more independent 
options. Such a perception may compromise the 
exchange's ability to engender broad-based political 
support for its programs and goals. 

Rhode Island has opted for a government agency
based exchange by necessity, as the exchange has 
been established by executive order. While the New 
York executive order did not specify the governance of 
the exchange, it is likely to be placed as a government 
agency due to the limited authority inherent in executive 
orders. Both states could move their exchanges into 
quasi-public or non-profit organizations if legislation is 
passed in the future. 

As alluded to above, a number of the states studied 
faced challenges in establishing consensus between 
stakeholders, providers, and state agency staff on 
conflict of interest provisions for the exchange's 
governing or advisory board. In Oregon, consumer 
advocates and other community groups that tend to 
support their progressive state legislature strongly 
protested the inclusion of health insurance industry 
representatives on the exchange governance board. 
They expressed feeling alienated by the ultimate decision 
to allow, albeit restrictively, industry representatives to 
sit as voting members on the board. In contrast, Rhode 
Island's executive order outlined strict conflict of interest 
provisions for the board, barring the inclusion of any 
stakeholders who had a financial interest In the exchange, 
including insurance companies, brokers and health care 
providers. This decision, albeit different from the one 
made in Oregon, was met with a similar frustration from 
the excluded industry community who felt that their 
experience was essential to the operation of an effective 
exchange. 
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DESIGN DECISIONS 

While legislative action and governance decisions 
determine control over the running of the 

exchange, the design decisions ultimately determine the 
nature of the exchange and how it will be run, delineating 
the exchange's role and impact on the state's insurance 
markets. Thus, design decisions often prove to be the 
most controversial aspects of exchange development in 
the states. States have considerable flexibility in design, 
providing space for state-based exchanges to reflect 
each state's particular health insurance culture and 
political climate within federal boundaries. 

on essential health benefits' provides each state with 
10 possible benchmark plans for this purpose: the 
three largest enrollment plans in the state's small
group market, the largest three health benefit plans 
available to the state's employees, the three largest 
enrollment plans in the Federal Employee's Health 
Benefit Plan, and the largest commercial non
Medicaid health maintenance organization operating 
in the state. States also have the ability to allow plans 
to vary benefits around the chosen benchmark to 
some extent or to limit that variation further; 

Several key design options available to states include (but • 
are not limited to): 

Using state funds to further subsidize exchange 
plans. Some have expressed concern that federal 
subsidies for private coverage purchased in the 
nongroup exchanges may be Insufficient to make 
coverage affordable for those with modest incomes. 
States could use their own funds to lower the costs 
further for some or all of those provided federal 
subsidies under the law; 

• Merging the nongroup and small-group markets for 
purposes of sharing health care risk. Merging these 
markets will tend to increase premiums in the small 
group market modestly and significantly decrease 
premiums in the nongroup market;' 

• Setting the threshold size of employers in the small
group market between 50 and 100 workers prior 
to 2016, when all must be set at 100 by federal 
requirement. At the time that the employers of 50 
to 100 workers are included in the small-group 
market, fully-insured non-grandfathered products 
sold to them must comply with the ACA's modified 
community rating rules, essential health benefit 
requirements, actuarial value tiers (bronze, silver, 
gold and platinum), as well as other small-group 
reforms; 

• Having the exchange take an active purchasing 
or a passive purchasing role. The active approach 
authorizes an exchange to act on behalf of enrollees 
to deliver the insurance coverage that meets their 
needs. This can include, for example, allowing the 
exchange to set tougher participation rules for plans 
In the exchange, selectively contracting with qualified 
plans, and/or actively negotiating with exchange
based plans over price.' A passive exchange takes 
all eligible plans and does not act as an intermediary 
on behalf of participating consumers and small 
businesses; 

• Choosing among the essential health benefit 
benchmark options.' This is a decision that affects all 
individual and small group plans in the state, not just 
those participating in exchanges. The federal bulletin 

• Eliminating or further tightening premium age rating 
bands beyond the federal maximums of 3:1' (e.g., 
requiring pure community rating or age-rating bands 
of no more than 2:1). Again, this is a decision that 
affects all small-group and nongroup plans in a 
state's market, not just those participating in the 
exchange. While the age-rating bands in the ACA will 
have the effect in many states of lowering premiums 
for older adults while increasing them for younger 
adults, some states already have tighter limits in 
place today (e.g., 2:1 in Massachusetts and 1:1 in 
New York), and other states may want to consider 
tighter bands within the reform context. Analysis has 
shown that doing so would not increase government 
costs or change the overall coverage effects of 
reform, but could significantly Increase affordabllity 
of coverage for older adults while premium subsidies 
would play a major role in protecting affordabillty for 
younger adults;' 

• Eliminating or further lightening premium variation 
by tobacco use. The ACA requires that the premium 
for a tobacco user be no more than 1.5 limes that 
of a non-tobacco user of the same age for identical 
coverage. This decision affects all small-group 
and nongroup plans in a state's market as well. 
While some find tobacco-related premium variation 
attractive, others note that higher premiums are likely 
to dissuade significant numbers of lower-income 
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individuals from obtaining coverage under reform, 
since smoking is significantly more common 
among lower-than higher-income groups.' If federal 
regulations exclude the additional premium costs 
associated with smoking from the caps associated 
with the premium tax credits, for example, that will 
tend to increase the number of people who will not 
have affordable coverage (under the definition of 
the law) available to them, and enrollment in the 
nongroup exchange may be lower than would be the 
case otherwise; 

As many of tbt•se design decisio11s can be 

politicrtl{y dhJishJI', 11lfliiJ' stales bave ta!tm 

a modemte approacb, so as to prt'1Jt'lll tli!Y 

politicalmmijications tbat wuld impede tbe 

prognss qf excbange implementation. 

• Delineating the level of employee plan choice in the 
Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) 
exchange, or requiring additional SHOP participation 
requirements (e.g., requiring employers to make 
uniform contributions regardless of plan chosen 
by a worker in order to encourage cost-conscious 
decision-making). Employees highly value plan 
choice within exchanges, yet employers value the 
flexibility to set contribution levels for their workers' 
coverage. States have flexibility to design SHOP 
exchanges that emphasize various high-value options 
for workers and/or employers and that emphasize 
additional incentives for market competition; 

• Implementing additional strategies for minimizing 
adverse selection in the exchange. Some, but not 
all rules that the ACA lays out for small-group and 
nongroup market insurers participating in the new 
exchanges apply to insurers selling coverage in the 
non-exchange small-group and nongroup markets. 
Some analysts are concerned that such differences 
could lead to adverse selection into the exchanges, 
not all of which could be compensated for through 
risk adjustment." States have the ability to require 
that all the rules (or, some of the rules beyond the 
federal requirements) that apply to plans offering 
coverage inside the exchange apply to those offering 
small-group and nongroup coverage outside the 
exchange; 

• Developing a basic health program (BHP) to 
provide coverage to otherwise exchange-based 
tax-credit-eligible individuals with incomes up to 
200 percent of the federal poverty level. If a BHP 
is adopted, a state will receive 95 percent of what 
the federal government would have spent on tax 
credits and subsidies for out-of-pocket costs. The 
state would then cover BHP eligible individuals 
by contracting with health plans or providers. The 
coverage provided must, at a minimum, meet 
the ACA's essential health benefit requirements, 
and enrollees cannot be charged more than they 
would be if enrolling in exchange-based coverage. 
Many analysts believe that the BHP option has the 
potential to provide such low-income consumers with 
coverage that costs them less out-of-pocket than 
would exchange-based plans;" 

• Creating a consumer outreach and assistance 
campaign, to educate state residents about the 
components of the ACA and to facilitate enrollment in 
insurance coverage; 

• 

• 

Developing an approach for collecting and managing 
data from health insurance plans, particularly 
to monitor and review qualified health plans 
participating in exchanges; and 

Development of a dissemination approach for 
providing health insurance plan comparison materials 
to consumers. The ACA requires states operating 
their own exchanges to provide consumers with 
easily understandable Information to facilitate 
their choice of qualified health plan. States have 
considerable flexibility, however, in deciding just how 
these requirements will be satisfied. 

As many of these design decisions can be politically 
divisive, many states have taken a moderate approach, 
so as to prevent any political ramifications that could 
impede the progress of exchange implementation. 
Maryland, for instance, first passed legislation 
establishing the exchange and its governance structure, 
delaying major design decisions pending further study 
and analysis. 

Maryland's exchange commissioned a number of 
studies, which were reviewed and developed into a set 
of recommendations by the exchange's four advisory 
groups. These recommendations were then submitted 
to the Exchange Board, which debated them and then 
submitted its own recommendations to the legislature 
and the governor. Based upon that work, the governor 
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developed a slightly modified version to the state 
legislature as an administration bill which was adopted 
into law through the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange 
Act of 2012. The bill demonstrates the state's desire 
to avoid contentious political debates and mitigate 
initial market disruption by delaying the merger of 
the small-group and nongroup market. allowing the 
legislature to wait until September 30, 2012 to decide 
on essential health benefits, keeping the small-group 
employer definition at 50 until 2016, and maintaining 
flexibility in deciding whether to pursue an active or 
passive purchasing role for the exchange. While the 
2012 legislation has allowed for further exploration into 
selective contracting, Maryland, along with Rhode Island, 
are the only states out of the 10 studied pursuing the 
possibility of an active purchaser exchange. 

Uftimate(y, tbe Oregon Hcrdtb lmurrmce 

I!:x:dumge Cmpo I'll ti o ll i rim I iJi a! em jJ I O)'ee 

cboice witb employer-rl~fincd coutrilmtion as 

tbe option tbat most clear(y aligned tbe goal> 

1!/'tbe small business fOJJtmtmi~y and tbe 

cxcbauge. 

Oregon, like Maryland, is cautiously approaching 
exchange implementation, attempting to reduce market 
disruption as much as possible. Thus, the state has 
decided to delay the merging of the small-group and 
nongroup markets and has kept the small group employer 
definition at 50 until 2016. While the state has yet to 
decide on a benchmark plan for essential health benefits, 
a meeting will convene in August 2012, at which point the 
two state workgroups evaluating benchmark plans will 
adopt a joint benchmark recommendation draft which will 
then be sent to the governor for his final decision. 

In February 2012, the Oregon Health Insurance Exchange 
Corporation (ORHIX) published a business plan, 
containing a few key decisions necessary for the design 
and operation of the state-based exchange. One such 
decision relates to employer contributions in the SHOP 
exchange. After deliberation and input from the small 
business community, employer flexibility and employee 
choice of plans emerged as clear priorities. The ORHIX 
explored four options for employer contributions and level 
of employee plan choice, including: restricting employer 
choice to a single plan for all their employees from among 
the array of SHOP options; allowing the employer to 

choose an insurance company but leave plan selection 
up to the employee; allowing the employer to choose a 
plan tier (bronze, silver, gold) and the employee to choose 
a plan within the tier; or allowing the employee to select 
between all companies and plans using their employer's 
defined contribution." Ultimately, the ORHIX identified 
employee choice with employer-defined contribution as 
the option that most clearly aligned the goals of the small 
business community and the exchange. This approach 
provides workers with the full range of plan options-
the design option they value highly, while allowing the 
employers to control the level of contributions they 
make toward coverage for their workers-the highest 
priority for the small employers. In conjunction with the 
Oregon Insurance Department, ORHIX plans to design 
an appropriate defined contribution model for the SHOP 
exchange. 

Adverse selection is a situation where certain plans. or 
the exchange as a whole, enroll a pool of individuals 
that are higher cost than enrollees in other plans, or 
the non-exchange market as a whole, leading to higher 
premiums in those plans/markets. Reducing adverse 
selection and compensating plans negatively affected 
by it Is another key element in designing a successful, 
sustainable exchange. State officials working to develop 
their own exchange must create a market environment 
that encourages carrier participation in the exchange, 
while simultaneously minimizing adverse selection." 
For example, under the ACA, catastrophic plans will be 
available for purchase by individuals under the age of 
30, a relatively healthy and thus attractive population for 
insurance carriers. Recognizing the potential adverse 
selection risks in allowing insurance plans to solely offer 
catastrophic coverage outside of the exchange,14 the 
Maryland legislature mandated that all carriers offering 
such plans outside the exchange also offer them inside 
the exchange, providing balance to both markets. Facing 
a similar concern, Oregon chose a different strategy than 
Maryland. In Oregon, catastrophic coverage will only be 
available for purchase inside the exchange, promoting a 
robust exchange by attracting young healthy lives into the 
market. States continue to assess additional policies and 
design decision options that can level the playing field 
between the exchange and outside markets, ensuring the 
long-term viability of both. 

While states are making progress, many essential 
design decisions have yet to be made in most of the 
states studied. These include: definition of essential 
health benefits. the decision to implement a basic health 
program, outlining a consumer outreach/assistance 
campaign, strategies to collect and manage data 
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from health insurance plans, and delineating plans 
for dissemination of plan comparison information to 
consumers. Decisions on essential health benefits 
and the basic health program are two examples of 

CONCLUSIONS 

In the 10 states we studied, we found state policy
makers, their staffs, stakeholders, and consumer 

advocates to be highly engaged in the health insurance 
exchange policy discussions and development 
processes. By all accounts, each state was making 
concerted efforls to engage with a broad-swath of 
stakeholder and consumer interests and allowing all 
perspectives to be heard. There was also a strong sense 
across the political spectrum that a state-run exchange 
was preferable to a federally run one. Even among those 
opposing the ACA, there was considerable consensus 
that, if the law was to be implemented, the state's 
specific Interests would be best served if the exchange 
could be tailored to the state's preferences as much 
as possible. However, many state policy environments 
remain politically contentious, and progress in exchange 
development has been slow for some of them as a result. 

About the Authors and Acknowledgements 

decisions that states reporled delaying due to late or 
still unavailable guidance from the federal government." 
Maryland and Oregon have made the most progress on 
many of the basic design features outlined above. 

States not achieving significant milestones by 
now-for example, contracting with an IT vendor to 
develop exchange and Medicaid information systems, 
establishing an exchange entity and hiring staff, creating 
a time-limited process for making central design 
decisions-are unlikely to be able to establish a slate
based exchange by late 2013, when open enrollment for 
January 1, 2014 will begin. States taking the slower path 
can work in parlnership with the federal government 
to establish a federally facilitated exchange, perhaps 
moving to a state run exchange In the fulure. Even 
working with the federal government to jointly establish 
an exchange, states will have an array of policy options 
that will allow them to tailor their exchanges to their 
culture and preferences. 

Linda). Blumberg is a senior fellow and Shanna Rifkin is a research assistant in the Health Policy Center at the Urban 
Institute. The authors are grateful for the very helpful comments they received from John Holahan, Sabrina Corlette and 
Kevin Lucia. Support for this paper was provided by a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 

The authors benefited from the 10 state reports and interview notes developed from 10 site visits conducted under the 
auspices of this project. Aside from themselves, these site visits were conducted by Urban Institute and Georgetown 
University colleagues, including: Fiona Adams, Randall Bovbjerg, Vicki Chen, Sabrina Corlette, Brigette Courtot, Teresa 
Coughlin, Stan Darn, Ian Hill, John Holahan, Katie Keith and Kevin Lucia. 

About the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues lacing our country. As the 
nation's largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to health and health care, the Foundation works with a diverse group 
of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, measurable, and timely change. For 
40 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced approach to the problems that 
affect the health and health care of those it serves. When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the 
care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime. For more information, visit www.rwjf.org. 
Follow the Foundation on Twitter www.rwjf.org/twitter or Face book www.rwjf.org/facebook. 

About the Urban Institute 
The Urban Institute is a nonprofit, nonpartisan policy research and educational organization that examines the social, 
economic and governance problems facing the nation. For more information, visit www.urban.org. 

A\.A lmp!ementLllion-Monitotino and Tmckinq: Cmss-Cutling Issues 10 

40931



ENDNOTES 

1. Report of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources. 2011. "Report Pursuant to House Bill2434: Virginia 
Health Reform Initiative (VHRI) Advisory Council recommendations for a Health Benefit Exchange (HBE), http:// 
www.hhr.vlrginia.gov/initiatives/healthreform/docs/LetterAndHB2434Report2011.pdf. 

2. National Association of Insurance Commissioners. 2011. "Health Insurance Exchanges Under the Affordable 
Care Act: Governance Options and Issues," draft white paper. http://www.statecoverage.org/files/NAIC
ExchangeGovernanceWhitePaper.pdf. 

3. See for example, Fredric Slavin, Linda J. Blumberg, Matthew Buettgens, Jeremy Roth. 2012. "The Coverage 
and Cost Effects of Implementation of the Affordable Care Act in New York State." http://www.urban.org/ 
UploadedPDF/412534-Affordable-Care-Act-ln-New-York-State.pdf. 

4. See Sabrina Corlette and JoAnn Volk. 2011. "Active Purchasing for Health Insurance Exchanges: An Analysis of 
Options," http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/72457healthexchange2011 06.pdf. 

5. Any state that chooses an essential health benefits benchmark that does not Include all of its state mandated 
insurance benefits must also decide whether to maintain those state mandates and finance their costs for 
exchange enrollees or eliminate such mandates. 

6. Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight. 2011. "Essential Health Benefits Bulletin." 
http://ccllo.cms.gov/resources/flles/FIIes2/12162011/essential_health_beneflts_bulletin.pdf. 

7. 3:1 age rating bands under the ACA require that carriers selling coverage in the small group and nongroup 
markets not charge a 64 year old adult more than 3 times the premium of the youngest adult for the same 
coverage, controlling for the individual's tobacco use status. This rule applies to small group and nongroup 
coverage sold both inside and outside the exchange. 

8. Blumberg et al. 2010. "Update: Age-Rating Under Comprehensive Health Care Reform," AARP Insight on the 
Issues Report. http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/ppi/health-care/iOOO-age-rating.pdf. 

9. Centers for Disease Control. 2011. "Vital Signs: Current Cigarette Smoking Among Adults Aged 2 18 
Years-United States, 2005-2010," MMWR 60, http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5. 
htm?s_cid~mm6035a5_w. 

10. See, for example, Sarah Lueck. 2011. "States Should Take Additional Steps to Limit Adverse Selection Among 
Health Plans in an Exchange," Center for Budget and Policy Priorities. http://www.cbpp.org/flles/6-28-11health. 

pdf. 

11. See, for example, Stan Darn. 2011. "The Basic Health Program Option Under Federal Health Reform: Issues for 
Consumers and States." Report prepared for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's State Coverage Initiatives 
program. http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/412322-Basic-Health-Program-Option.pdf. 

12. Oregon Health Insurance Exchange Corporation. 2012. "Oregon Health Insurance Exchange Corporation 
Approved Business Plan," http://www.orhix.org/pdfs/orhix_approved_business_plan.pdf. 

13. Adverse selection in the exchange would mean that the average health care costs associated with those enrolling 
in exchange-based coverage were higher than those enrolling in coverage through non-exchange plans. 

14. If catastrophic coverage was only offered outside the exchange, young healthy individuals would gravitate to the 
outside market, leaving a sicker more costly population inside the exchange market. 
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* A trusted institution that has helped millions of businesses and 
individuals realize their financial dreams since 1863. 

* The choice of over 17 million customers. 

* The 5th-largest commercial bank in the nation, with total assets of 
$281 billion and a market capitalization of qver $50 billion. 
- In many markets, such as St. Louis, Milwaukee, fvJi _nne~polis, Portland, 

Seattle, and Denver, we are ranked first in market share. 

* A diverse business that includes government, commercial, 
corporate, and consumer banking; payment processing; wealth 
management; and trust services. · 

* An organization with b·oth local and global" reach. 

. . . 

Our prudent approach to. banking, strong balance sheet, and capital 
position· help our clients achieve success every day. 

[!Ljbank. 2 
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* U.S. Bancorp Ratings* 
- S&P =A+ 

. . . . ~ . . 

- Moody's = Aa3 
- DBRS = AA 
- Fitch= A- .. 

*As of 12/31/2009. The senior unsecured debt ratings established for U.S. Ban corp reflect the rating 
agencies' recognition of the strong and consistent financial performance for the company and 
the quality of our balance sheet. 
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• National Corporate Banking 
• Middle Market 

Commercial Banking 
• Commercial Real Estate 
• Correspondent Banking 
• Dealer Commercial Services 
• Community Banking· 
• Equipment Finance 
• Foreign Exchange 
• Government Banking 
• International Banking 
• Treasury Management 
• Small Business 

Equipment Finance 
• Small Business 

Administration (SBA Division) 
• Title Industry Banking 

• State and Federal Government 
Payment Solutions 

• Healthcare Payment Solutions 
• C?rporat~ Payment_Services 
• MerchanLPayment Services 
• Elavon (formerly NOVA 

Information Systems, Inc.) 
• Retail Payment Solutions: 

Debit, Credit, Specialty Cards 
and Gift Cards 

• Transaction Services: 
ATM Debit Processing 
and Services 

Wealth Management 
• The Private Client Group 
• U.S. Bancorp Investments, 

Inc. 
• U.S. Bancorp Insurance 

Services, LLC 

Securities Services 
• Corporate Trust Services 
• Institutional Trust 

& Custody 
• FAF Advisors, Inc. 
• U.S. Bancorp Fund 

Services, LLC 

Community Banking 
0 Metropolitan 

Branch Banking 
" In-store and Corporate 

On-site Banking 
~mall Business Banking 
Consumer Lending 

0 24 Hour-Banking·· 
& Financial. Sales 
Home Mortgage 
Community Development 
Workplace and 
Student Banking 

@ -LENDER 

Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank NA. Member FDIC. FAF Advisors, Inc. is a registered investment advisor and subsidiary of U.S. Bank National Association. U.S. 
Bank is not responsible for and does not guarantee the products, services or performance of its affiliates and third party providers. Insurance products, including annuities, 
are available through U.S. Bancorp Insurance Services, LLC, U.S. Bancorp Investments, Inc., in Montana U.S. Bancorp Insurance Services of Montana, Inc., and in 
Wyoming. U.S. Bancorp Insurance & Investments, Inc. All are licensed insurance agencies and subsidiaries of U.S. Bancorp. Policies are underwritten by unaffiliated 
insurance companies and may not be available in all states. 

NOT INSURED BY ANf FEDERAl GOVERNMENT AGENCY 
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Diversified Revenue. Mix 
402009 YTD 

II Payment Services 

Ill Wholesale Banking . 

D Wealth Management 
& Securities Services 

D Consumer Banking 
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+ Constuner & Business 
Banking 

+ Wealth Manage1nent 

Distribution by Line of Business 

+ Wholesale Banking 
+ Trust Services 

-~ 
--~ 

+ Payn1ents 
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* State governments currently served ............ ...................... 29 

* Banking services offered to state governments ........ .. .......... 30 

* Federal programs currently served ........................... : ....... 125 

. . -* Amount of Federal purchases on U.S. Bank cards ... · ... $12 billion 

* Percentage of Federal purchases on U.S. Bank cards ..... ... 70°/o 

* Federal payments processed ... .... ........................ 25.6 million 
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With product, process, and industry experts in every area of our organization, 
we are well equipped to meet the unique needs of the healthcare community. 

43-member business unit focused 
solely on payment solutions for 
patients/consumers, employers, 

payers, and providers. 

0 

Bankers averaging 15 years of 
experience in healthcare, banking, 

insurance, and payment processing. 

0 

14 dedicated sales professionals to 
guide clients from introduction to 

implementation. 

IS 
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* Sole processor of Health Coverage Tax Credit (HCTC) payments 

* Health Savings Accounts managed ..... ...................... 120,000 

* Health Savings Account deposits managed ........... $200 million 

'-··· -,. .. - ··-

* HSA/FSA cards issued and managed ......... . ......... · ..... ·.· .. 30.0,000 

* Annual HSA/FSA card transactions managed ....... ~- ...... 8 million 

* Consumer out-ot~pocket (O·OP) payments processed ... $1 billion 
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-- ---- ---

* Consumer Directed Healthcare Services 
Health Savings Accounts/Flexible Spending Accounts 

- Tax-advantaged medical savings accounts 
- Helps employers reduce their benefits costs and realize tax savings 
- Decreases employees' insurance premiums and increases tax benefits 

Healthcare Lending 
- Offers patients a low cost payment option to meet their fin~r:-t_cial obligations 

* Healthcare Provider/Payer Services 
Healthcare Payment Management 

- A modular; Web-based payment tool that promotes payment assurance 
- Increases collections at the point of service and reduces bad debt . · 

Healthcare Receivables Service 
- Providers receive, post and reconcile health plan payments electronically 
- Enhances the way healthcare organizations manage payments - increases 

efficiency, - if!lp~oves cash flow, and reduces expenses 
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A Few of Our Healthcare 
Customers 

~~$~~!~~-
~· HARLEY-DAVtDSO 
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Gjohnso 
A FAMILY COMPAN Avera~ 

----- --~--

F~rT,N~GS·S" 

.c·-.."' 

/ :1:: \ Memorial Sloa.n-Kccrcring 
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/~-.,. 0000 j University System of Georgia 
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THE UNIVERSITY (;§ ConAgra Foods 
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Austin Medical Center 
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[ -- IndividualS J Small Employers 

~ 
Insurance Plan Market Place 

Eligibili~y peter~ination 

Individual Accounts 

Aggregate 

.... Payment 

Insurance Companies 
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Making Tax Credits Work in 
Exchan es 

(Individual) 

Individual applies for insurance 
via Exchange 

~ 

• 
Exchange determines eligibility and annual 

tax credit; communicates to Individual 

Exchange receives plan information/monthly premium amount from 
Payer; communicates to Individual 

~ 
4 

(Exchange) (Payer) 

... 

Exchange communicates critical Individual, Payer, 
premium, and tax credit information to U.S. Bank 

~bank. 
serving you 
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Making Tax Credits Work in 
Exchan es 

U.S. Bank establishes 
Individual Settlement & 

Notional Tax Credit Accounts 
(similar to FSNHRNHSA) 

(Individual 
Settlement Account) 

• 
+ 

.. 

(Notional Tax 
Credit Account) 

• 
These accounts collect payments from 

Individuals and track Individual's Notional 
tax credit balances 

[!!Jbank. 
serving you 

.. U.S. Bank establishes 
Omnibus Settlement Account 

(Omnibus 
Settlement Account) 

• 
This account settles with Federal or State 

government for actual Tax Credit dollars and 
makes payments to Payers 
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(Employers) 

+ 

U.S. Bank receives periodic premium payments 
from Employers & Individuals (similar to 

FSA/HRA/HSA) 

r!!3!?!,~y~· 

~--
+ 

U.S. Bank (monthly) reduces Notional Tax 
Credit Account balances; sends request for 
funds to Federal/State Government (similar 

to FSA/HRA/HSA) 

• ($$$$$$) 

(Individual 
Settlement 
Account) 

(Notional Tax 
Credit Account) 

(Federal/State Treasury, 
Agency, etc.) 

(Individuals) 

U.S. Bank (monthly) transfers funds from 1 • 

Individual Accounts to Omnibus Account 
(similar to FSA/HRA/HSA) 

,. 
(Payer) 

$ 
• 

·-····· 
U.S. Bank (monthly) settles with Payers (similar to 

FSA/HRA/HSA) 

~ 

(Omnibus 
Settlement 
Account) 

~ -

7 .. Federal/State Government 
(monthly) transfers funds to 

U.S. Bank on a "Just in 
Time" basis; Government 

gains float advantage 
(similar to FSA/HRA/HSA) 
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STATE EXCHANGES: 
THE UTAH EXPERIENCE , __ ' 'I, .. 

·u.;;· • zcJH 
By R~p:.'eic'nt;~tlve b~'vld Clark 

; i 

Presented to 

Governot llerbert's 

Vta_~ tfe_~a~ -E,~c~~~w.'~-tau~maL 
' '1a.~ 12, fOi_l · 

Strategic Steps for States 

Begin with a vision 

Understand the target 

Develop a plan 

Engage stakeholders 

leverage existing resources 

Test before you go live 

Begin with a Vision 

In 2007, Utah lawmakers set out to develop a consumer
driven health care system and insurance market that 
provides: 

Greater Choice 

Expanded Access 

Individual Responsibility 

Increased Affordabllity 

Higher Quality 

Improved Health 
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Understand the Target 

10.6% (roughly 300,000 individuals) 

Majority are employed 

Many are part-timeworkerswith multiple jobs 

Most work for small firms 

- less than 50% of small firms offering health insurance 

Many are "young immortals" (age 18-34) 

Develop A Plan 

States have a range of options for how the Exchange 
operates from an "active purchaser'' model, in 
which the Exchange operates as large employers 
often do in using market leverage and the tools of 
managed competition to negotiate product 
offerings with insurers, to an "open marketplace" 
model, in which the Exchange operates as a 
clearinghouse that is open to all qualified insurers 
and relies on market forces to generate product 
offerings. 

U.S. Dep~rtment of Health and Human 
Services Initial Guidance to Stat~> on 
Exchanges. Issued 11/18/2010. 

Engage the Stakeholders 

Community Group 
Business Group 
Hospital Group 
Non-hospital Provider Group 
Insurance Group 
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Engage the Stakeholders 

Yi /\!{ ) LJ•,k- Or il'llll'd Vtlol ki11;; Co~ oup•, 

Affordablllty and Access Group 
~ Admlnistrotlw.• Simp/ificatlrm Technical Advisory Group 

~ Wei/ness and Healthy Behaviors Technical Advisory Group 

Transparency and Quality Group 
- Health Core Delivery and Payment Reform Technical Advisory Group 

- Infrastructure Technical Advisory Group 

Oversight and Implementation Group 
- Risk Adjuster and Defined Cor~tribution El<ponslon to torgt> Employers 

Technlrol Advisory Group 

- Public Employees Health Pion and Other Associated Health Pions 

Partie/poling In Defined Contribution Market Technlcol Advisory Group 

leverage Existing Resources 
fi'Cilllulo!(V 

Private-sector vendors 
- Enrollment rmd Pion Selectlon-bswift, Inc. 

- f/noncloVBonklng Function-Heolthfquity, Inc. 

fvi.;rkt'iing :JJvl Outlt',lt h 

Chambers of Commerce 

Professional and Trade Associations 

Earned Media 

f Iilii ,1lior1 .l!Hl /\dup·lill!"l 

Brokers and Consultants 

• Human Resource Managers 

Test Before You Go live 

Measure twice, cut once 

August 2009-Utah Health Exchange limited launch 

September 2010-Fult launch to a!! Utah small 
employers 

Allows for technical fixes and incorporation of lessons 
learned 

Pilot projects are your friends I 
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Utah Health Exchange Timeline 

· HB 133 establishes the Utah Health Exchange 
On-!1n~ """""-'"~"' that a!fows COM~met< to comp;ro, •~op I of, or.d onro'l ·~ a health 
pi.M 

Wil in«>rp<>ta!o A'l Poyet Claim< Dot.obaso so pat;ont< mov ot<e,. •~lorm•t•on a !>out 
prov<!Of'l 

tndudo< a mult•ple oourte prem<um ouregator 

• •,,,, ,. · H8188 establishes the Utah lh!fined ContrlbutfonMorlr.et 
Emplo~ ofr<>CS a pr<-<l•te<min«lle.el oflund•ng, roth« than a pre-determmed benef,1 

TNN carr,ers OMoun<e p"ticipat;on "' the E><kange (Se:enl!e>!th, P.ogcnce BlucCro" 
BlueShield, Humano) 

· ,.,., •' •UtahHea/thExchangellmlttdLaunch 
bch~nge I• open to l•mM<:I r.umb01 of <ma!lemploy., (1-SQ Employe.,;) 

rurpose is to ust dvnam'" of the Mw dd•n«l contr;buron ,.....,,., u ,.,.n •• the 
proce,. .. of the b<l>aogete<hM'ort 

" 

Utah Health Exchange Timeline 

• -, '.- HB 294 fndudes provlsloiiS Intended to coueet and enhance the 
defined contribution market ond the Exchange 

• Pricing parity between trad<tional small group market and def•ne<l 
mntnbution market 
UnitedHealthure announ<e5 participatkmln the Exchange ltntal nf 4 carriers) 

,_·, J .1 Lorge Group Pilot Project announced 

Full year earl•er than antidpated, per requests from latge emplo.,-en j50or 
more employees) 

Approximately 50,000 cover~ hves 

·Full-Hole larmch to all Utah small employers 

" 

The Utah Health Exchange 
in the Press 

MCompared to what's being trotted around the Asylum on the Hill, 1 

''"" {" 
it was designed under the operating prindple that 

Americans are capable of making their own decisions ... ", ... ,., .. , M" .,..,,.. '"'""'""' 

u-~'"•l'o't"~""""''"'l'""""" Mol< lMI 

"As Washington attempts to pass national health reform th~ fall, · · .,, .. 
that now face 

unpredictable rate changes." w~ r= -,.,~~'"""'' "'"'""''""'"'"''"'""""'" '""''"''" 
''"""~"'"'"""'""''·'"'~! 
"The State of Utah recently launched a new program that... demomtrates why 

" 
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Why States Matter 

"The battle over health care Is shifting to the states, and the 

design of Insurance exchanges will be one of the most 

pressing Issues for state legislators when they convene early 

next year. .. Utah and Massachusetts may well serve as 

bookends for other states."- New York Times, 10/23/2010. 

" 
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e UTA H HEALTH 

EXCHANGE ll'JrA 
'-· • ~ • c:..c:vA~ '= c-

The Utah Health Exchange is the State's official hub for all of your health insurance needs. 

,. '-f; 
.. F ·~ 

~ 
["iiil 

Individuals & r amilics 

~ 

Employers 

Use the Exchange to find the individual or 

family plan that fits your needs. Comoare 

features. prices. and apply for coverage all 

in one place. Shop Now 

Use the Exchange to set up a defined 

contribution plan. Your employees get 

multiple plan choices. You get cost 

predictability and greatly simplified benefits 

r1anagement. Learn More 

Employees 

r. 

Producers 

If you work for a oarticipating employer. you 

can use the Exchange to choose from a 

variety of plan options to get coverage 

tailored to you and then enroll online. learn 

More 

The Exchange can offer comprehensive plan 

choices to your clients and their employees. 

Use defined contribution plans to expand 

your clients' benefits options and your 

business. l earn More 
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~ UTAH HEALTH 

~"'i ~ ~ r '-1 A r G E 

MY BENEFITS MY PROFILE 

Welcome, Raymond Tester 
Welcome to the Utah Health Exchange. 

Start Here: ENROLL NOW 

Update your Application Data 

• Edit Personal Info 

• Edit Employment Info 

• Edit Family Info 

• Edit Current;Prior Coverage Info 

• Edit Healtll Statement Info 

• Download .t..pplication (PDF) 

My Profile 

• .6.ddress 

• Beneficiaries 

• Family Info 

Life Events: 

My Benefits 

• New Elections 

• Current Benefits 

... - MyTools 

• Benefit calculator 

A 

? • ~ 
('! 

HELP LOGOUT PASS'vVORD 

j!J f .9088\::J 

News & Library 

\lie\"'' .e.ll Documents 

J 

v 

1:\ a Tn~<>rn<>~ fi:\ 1 nnot_ ~ 
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ie UTAH HEALTH 

E'CC-i(, G 

MY PROFILE 

Health 

? • 
HELP 

c) (1 

LOG OUT PASSI.•VORD 

The Utah Health Exchange allows for employee credits from t wo sources, a secondary employer and your spouse's employer. The 
secondary employer and your spouse's employer must ala participate in the Utah Health Exchange. You need to contact them to 
get the amount of the credit to enter on this page. 

Secondary Employer Credit 
I confirm that the amount entered here is the amount that my secondary employer has given me as a health insurance credit for 
taking insurance through my primary employer also participating in the 1 lt-.::l~.::llt-h l=v rh.::ln.:.;,n.:.::;<>.._ ____ ~-------

Secondary Employer Name: 

Secondary Employer Company Code : 
:=====:::::;------' 
I I per month Credit from Secondary Employer: 

Spousal Employer Credit 

...... ... ].,. J 
~J J _f) 

I confirm that the amount I entered here is the amount my spous'e employer is giving for my spouse being covered under my 
employer's healt plan also participating in the Utah Health Exchange. 

Name of Spouse's Employer: 

Spouse 's Employer Company Code: 
~==:::;------' 

Credit f r om Spouse's Employer: I I per month 

Privacy Policy I Browser Requirements 
Technology pov .. •ered by IJ,..,, · 

- -\JO I'"-OOOU'-"--

> 

AI 

v .l 

Q 8 Internet ~ 100% • ... 
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Health 

Please Choose a Health Plan. 

Disp lay Plan Info to r the Following: 

0 Ernplo·i ee 

@ Employee+ Spouse 

0 Employee + Dependent 

0 Ernplo',.-ee +Family 

You may select up t o f our plans t o compare: 

I Go To Employee Credit ][ Compare Selected Plans 

Plan Name Vendor .. - __ ,_ 

~ Engage (Option 4) Regence 

D 801'60Cov1 20f40 Humana 
1000ded30000P 10/30/50Rx 

~ Innova (OQtion 7) Regence 

][ 

-r h ~ a11in .f!)J\GJ y~~ ;J:nraifll 

~~ elec:ts [ha e1 ~9J J11c~1bJ 1~ 
. ~.~~rnlv S~cl'.DLJ~ 

Choose Selected Plan II Wajve Coverage I 
Per lvlonth 

Employee In-network In-network 
Cost Type Coinsurance Deductible 

" 4 

...,. ,t,.. ....... .......... - A'~""~' 

$506.45 PPO 80 $500.00 

$544.91 PPO 80 $1,000.00 

$545.29 PPO 80 $1,000.00 
---

D 60£50HDHP 1200ded 3600 Humana $459.80 High 60 $1,200.00 
OOP Deductible 

~ HSA 2.0 Regence $368.49 High 80 $1,200.00 
Deductible 

G} 8 Internet 

Rx Mater 
A~ ..b.-

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

-v -
> 

... 
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- -- ----- - - - -

MY PROFILE 

• Fin•d •out how much your medical care really costs 

You'•! 'A'ant to cons de,.. a ~our cos.s •;•.'hen ch:):)Sii1Q a mec1ca1 plan - ::c:.~ ... : c.,!nou:·c., :c 
'IS J~ance ~through :. our na:. ~op deduct1on and t'"'e ··cu:-or-poc~~et" ccs5 ..:e co-pa-:. s a"ld o:he .. 
e:..oe'lses 'lot co·:e,..e·J rb" \C,Jr ..... s • .rance ea'11 U o ... e 

V\'e' 11 hel:) vou es·. f'1a:e ,OJ ... ~uture a'1r· ~a r e.:. :a e:.Dc ... ,ses se> :1a: -.·oJ ·:: see •. •1a: '. CJ ... 
j .. • ' - .. 

po:e'l·, a o•J!-of-poc~~e: cos:s .. 111 be fo .... ea.:.1 of .1e ce ..... e~: c ' a 'ls a·:a ac\ e :o !··cJ Lea'n r..lo .... e 

\,~/hat do :,'ou expect :,'our medical needs to be? Learn f'.:lore 

COV•ered Name Healthy l o'll r.1oderate High Custom 

lvl '-" 

,-.... 

0 Ct 0 ·=: . u Jimm_.· 
,--.. 

0 
......._ ,= ~ .. u GJ Juli e . ...__ 

() 0 - -- -i7l John n_. 
I 

nl r i l 1i'.n". 
·:l - -....._.. - ·-.:.Jice 

- r ' IJ I rl., ..... 

AddJEdit Le 

Gc tJ Step 

.- Choose a medical plan that best meets your needs 

= .... 

~~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!::.__:..... ___________ _.....:;:~.:.:," :.::' ·~:..:;r.:.:..,· • .:;.•••:;:n~• !.!.!"'.!.!.!.!"' ' • ••• ·• " ''''''' r:; '' YY II t t .. , - r-t tt • ..., r"; t '"" ..., " ' " " ' ' tt .tll lll llt t r: t t YY tt t t V I 
( - - - - -- - . I > 
I I l I I Q e Internet ~ 100% ... .:: 
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.2~~hJ~JJ2)8 

ftH' ~'VJ~~ 
:JjnuJ0y~~ 

~yjJhJ 

.:E1-!!J [.JJU:J 0 .f Jii.J 

A 

MY PROFILE 

., Find out how much your medical care really costs -

) I I 
~------------------------------ ~ 

Tel us ~: I -t a: s nn s: ·mpc ·~an: to you,_,, i1en fOtf.-e ·:· :::~ ~ '19 .:2 - you.: 'llcd:cc.. ·; ~ a ·1 a 1J ~ .. ~ "'a·v -
Vf''J .- TJ a·- C""J :...,~l c:; .: ) .- ' •. ..., J 
. ..... J - • v ... .~ ..... 

'~ote: If your doct or is most important. f ir st 
Leam f.lore 

Shmu me p4ans by: Learn T.lore 

O LO'Nest premium (pa_,-roll deduction; 

C Ulwest p.:Jtenbal iJUt-of-pocket e~enses 

C L•Jwest total cost of med1cal e~enses 

/ I 
- ,I 

Internet Ef.;. l OO% • .:: 
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MY PROFILE 

Estimated Total Cost of This Plan $5,442 Per Year =II - I 

' ~ 

Estimated Payro ll Deduction 

$2,236 
$86 

Per Year 

Per Pa: chectr 

~ .. .3 ~! :- :--~ -:: 3C : '"' • • -.,s.: ;.-

3e::- = ~; r : : =-- e-:r: -=- .. -; .=-;. .5-

-'' I 

~'llUU 

Estimated O ut-of-Pocket Costs 
= =.E 7 : 1: 1- _,5.-; - ·r = ~--~· 0 ·(~ : ;.-~ t ,,: -=-_.5 :- •.' 

$3,206 Per"a'ear 

- •:- :-.5 · ::-a-~ - L~am mere 

so D eductible 

so Office '.i s it:s 

so ER '.i Sits 

so Co-insurance 

$3.2 06 Prescriptions 

$4.000 l.la"( Out-of-poc~et 

Estimated Total Cost of This P latit $5,7 46 Per Year 

Pnr.kP.t r•.·l~~ (r.nmhinP.ri with in - Pnr.kP.t M;; )(i mttm (r.n mhinP.ri with v 

I > 
Q 8 Internet ~ 100% • . :: 
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~ ,. 

~.1 Y8lY 

r.Jall~1Ja~ 

.QJa .fl311H 

MY PROFILE 

~~ Health 

Please Choose a Health Plan . 

D 'IJVai·.,..e 
Coverage >> 

Expand .t.. ll 

~ 
a 

D Choose 
This Plan >> 

Regence 
Engage (Option 4 ) 

~I 
_I 

:r ~-R}~.r~J ,Q) .f .I .J 

T COSTS (MONTHLY EMPLOYEE COST) 

Emp lo y ee 

Empl oyee + Spouse 

Employee + Chi l d ( r en) 

Emplo y ee + Family 

T PLAN INFORMATION 

Co v e r age Type 

Hours of Ope ration 

Cu stome r Service 

~ OEOUCTIBLES/MAXIMUMS 

T CO- INSURA NCE 

Indi v i dua l Out-of
Pocket Max imum 

$230.67 

$506.45 

$4S5 .93 

$715 .07 

En9age 

r·,.l ·F Sam - 5pm 

(300)624-6519 

I n- Network : 
$2,000 Coinsurance r·tlax imum 

Separate $5,000 Pharmacy Out of 
Pocket f•laximum 

$1 67.8 3 

$36S.49 

$353 .55 

$520 .28 

HSA 2 .0 

f"l -F Sam - 5pm 

(300) 624-6519 

I n- r,Jet work : 
$3,600 

Out-of-Network: 
$3,600 ( combined with in-net work ) 

$243 .36 

$545 .29 

$523.19 

$769.91 

I nno·.,.. a 

~-1 - F Sam - 5pm 

(300)624 -6519 

In -Netv·.o or k : 
$2,000 Coinsurance f1'1axim um 

Separate $5,000 Pharmacy Out 1 

Pocket 1\'lax im um 

Out-of-Network : Out-of-Net \•\10rk : 
$2,000 Coinsurance f"lax imum $2,000 Coinsurance f•laxim um 

Separate $5,000 Pha rm acy Out of Sepa rate $5,000 Pharm acy Out 1 ~ 
Pn~k P.t M.=.'X'i m 11 m ( ~nmhinP.rl wit h in - Pn~k P.t M.=.xim11m ( ~nmh i nP.rl "'"it h v,l -- -- I > 

~ e Internet 
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e 
I 

UTAH HEALTH 

E"C~f.r-tGE 

MY PROFILE 

Health 

Please verify all information before enrolling. 

Plan Selection 
Selected Plan : Engage (Option 4) 

Coverage 
Tier: Employee + Spouse 

Raymond Tester: 
Sally Teste r: 

Costs 

Employee Cost: $506.45 per month 
Employer Cost: $0.00 per month 

Participation 

Covered 
Covered 

? • 
(') 

c) 

HELP LOG OUT PASSVv'ORD 

<<Vie w/Change Plan/ Waive 

< <Cover/Wa ive Family F•lembers 

') 

· ~ .fl e ·JJ f.lti1J 

I understand that the choices I've made are in effect for one full benefit plan year and cannot be changed until tht 
I have a qualified family status change. I authorize payroll deductions, if required, for my contribution in the cost 
selected . 

.rollment period, unless 
coverage I have 

Please ve rify all information above before enrolling . 

Privacy Policy I Bro•Nse r Rel uire ments 
Technology po•Nered by 1:--\ \ 'It 

<<Ca ncel 

• Enroll Now > > 

Q 8 Internet 

0 r agree 

I> 
~ 100% 

A 

v 
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http:/fwww.exchange.utah.gov/ 

The 
Utah 
Health 
Exchange 

VUH •tA\1111 
EXCHANOI!! 

Ten Lessons Learned {rom the Utah Experience 

,.,.._fwlby 
SpHk.w Otwld Citric 

tJbh /louM ol R>fpA.-nfllfhp• 

Ten Lessons Learned 

6. Engage Stakeholders Early and Often 
and in a Cooperative Dynamic 

7. Deadlines Can Be Your Friends 

8. Consider A Phased Approach 

9. Leverage Existing Resources 

10. Commit to Systemic Change 

Develop a General Timeline 

1·3·6·10 Plan 

During the 1st year, take spedflc actions to e-stablish a foundation 
for future success 
Understand It may take as many as 3 years to fully develop a ptan 
of action 
Focus oo 6 critical areas of need 
further understand It may take as long as 10 years to fuHy 
Implement reforms 

Ten Lessons Learned 

1. Support and Cooperation Within and 
Across State Government is Key 

2. Begin with the End in Mind 

3. Develop a General Timeline 

4. Identify Specific Problems to be 
Addressed 

5. Demography is Destiny 

Begin With The End In Mind 

Develop a consumer driven health care and 
insurance market that provides: 

Greater Choice 
Expanded Access 
Individual Responsibility 
Increased AffOfdabl\lty 
Higher Quality 
Improved Health 

Identify Specific Problems 

• Too Marrj Uninsured 
Employers Dropping Insurance 
Escalating Premium Costs 
Consumers Increasingly Detached from the Market 
Misaligned Incentives 

7/25/2010 

1 
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http://www.exchange.utah.gov/ 

Identify Problems: 
Escalating Premium Costs 

___ <# .... _ ... _ .. --._ ... __ 

~ ............ ,_, __ ,__._.., 

Identify Problems: 
Fewer Firms Offering Coverage 

,..._.,~u•,.._OI'IoMftl...,,_ 

,.,,_------------------, 
"' ._ 
··l---'--.._.::::,..______.~-----1 
··~--------"~~--------1 

" '"t======~"~~~ •• 
··t------------------1 
-·~-----------------~ 

---·-

Demography Is Destiny 

Utah's Uninsured Population In 2007 
10.6% rate of uninsured In the state 
- Roogh\y 300,000 lndMduals 

Majotity were employed 
1-Mnywere part·Ume workers 
- Workforce has a large percentage of part-time workers 
· Marrt had multiple part-time Jobs 

Mort worked for smatl ftnns 
- less than SO% of m1all firms offering health Insurance as a 

benefit 
Many were yoong immortals 
- Age 18-34 

" 

Identify Problems: 
Consumer Detachment 

- - - - - - - - - ----·-.. -·------

Identify Problems: 
Fewer Firms Offering Coverage 

----------

Engage the Stakeholders 

2007 Formed Coalitions 
.Exe<Vtlve Bnmd! 
.ll"j!stltfve Bnn<:.h 
oSalt lake Chamber of COflllllerce 
.United Vhy of Salt LAke 

2008 Formed Perspective-Oriented Work Groups 
.COI'l'YI'KXI!tyGroup 
.Buslness Gr~ 
.Hospital Group 
.Non-hospital Provider Group 
olowfl.oce Group tcarrfers and producers) 

2009 Formed Task-Oriented Work Groups 
.Affordablllty andAcces.s Group 
.Transparency ~od Quality Group 
.OVerlight and Implementation Group 

" 

" 

7/25/2010 
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Utah Health Exchange Timeline 

March 2001 HB Ill est.bUshes the Utah Health Exchlnje 
On·!lne mKI'IMUsm that lllo'M COf"6l.rnfn tot~,~ fOt, and.ro'OU In a 
health pUn 

, W!l.llncorporlt~ .IJI P~ 1}1~ w p~tiMU IN)' ac«U Info about pM16en 
, lndud.H 1 !N.Jltlple )OI.F(t ~ ·~•tat 

lolarch 2009 H81a& MtabUJhes the UW! DdlntdContr!butionMirket 
Etl'lpto)w olftrs t fn-doelMI'llr.e<l ~of lo..nct~r>L nothtf th¥11 PR
detfflT!Irwd benefit 
utah Oeflrft Contr1btltlon R.lllr. Adjlllt~ &owd t'JUbi\Jhtd 
Tlve-e tlfritn lnr>OI.r!Ct r>&rtldpaUon In the E.«hu>t- {Srie<t Hnllh, ~ 
&lu.K:ros.! &l~ Sllle\<1, Hl.n\11\1.) 

Au&urt 2009 Utah Health Exchan1• limited Laundl 
~~ 1$ os:-o to llmtttd f'MTlbtf' of lmtll emptoyt1'1!2·50 ~~ 
Pl.lrpOle b to t~t dynamla of the nrN defined (Oiltrlbutlon !llalbt u wtU 1:1 

the pr«:elRS of the E.«hlnp tKhnoloft 1' 

Leverage Existing Resources 

Technology 
Ptivate·sectOf' vend~ 
· Enrotlment and Plan Se\t'Ctlon-bswlft, Inc. 
· Financial/Banking Functlon-Hea\thEqulty, Inc. 

Marketing and Outreach 
Chambers of Commerce 

• Professlom~\ and Trade Associations 
• Earned M~la 
Education and Adoption 

Brokers and Consultants 
• Human Resource Managers 

Advantages of the 
Utah Health Exchange 

EMPLOYERS EMPLOYEES 

" 

Slmpllfled Benefits 
Management 
Predictable costs 

Individual Control and Choice 
Pay with Pre· tax dollars 

Expanded Coverage Choices 
Prese!Ve Tax Benefits 

Plan Portabl!tty 
Premium Aggregation 

" 

Utah Health Exchange Timeline 

Much 2010 H82941ncludes pn:wlslons lnteMe<l to COffect and enhance the 
deflr.ed contribution mlrket and the Exchlnt:• 

Pricfot partly Wtworfll tr.d!llo!\ll smalllfVI4! ~ aroc1 ckoflntd cot1tt!butlon 

""""' 'Two addltton.l. Ulritn (JJ.tlul, United Healthcare) IIYIOIEICI! p&rt.ktpttbn In 
the U:ch.ante {total of 5 affien) 

April 2010 lllf)e Group Pilot Project blrlehes 
rlil ynr ewtlfr tNn antlelpated, ptt rtqutrtt rrom luet' ~ (50 01 
__ , 

' ApPn:~Jd/1\l.tety 50, «XX covered llvH 

Aujurt 2010 Full scale la~ to aU Utah small employen 

Commit to 
Systemic Change 

Six Areas of Emphasis 

Health Insurance Reroon 
Personal Responsibility 
Transparency and Value 
Maximize Tax Advantages 
Optimize f\Jbtlc Programs 
Modemlze Govermnce 

" 

" 

How does the Exchange work? 

• Step 1 · Employer signs up 

• Step 2 · Employee enters lnfonnatloo 

• Step 3 ·Premiums are generated 

7/25/2010 

• Step 4 · Employee comparison shopping and open enrollment period 

• Step 5 · Finalize enrollment 
• Step 6 · Plans go Into effect on designated date 

" 

3 
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M . . 
--~__,_: 

,,..._ .. ,_.._""' ..... ...,_. __ , -·--··---....... ----~ -
""'.~··~·-···----.. --~- ...... - ·.~··'·· 

. . 
{ . 

.,.. ____ ,... 

.......~ .. ·-------.. -, __ ..... __ _ _ ___ .... _ __ ~.~ ..... 
. J ---.- -

" 

.......... 
~!.~.~:: ~.! .. ~ 

Aggregator; 
hera, 

empfoyHa 
maycomblna 
contrlbuHona 

'"'" additional 
IIOUIUI, 

,_._ ... _,._ 

1) EmployMs can narrow down choices or see 
all available plilnt. At thla 1tage, employees 

~:lllfi!!!!l!;!l~61i:ill,5~may: "'~""'" •filter plana by preference for doctor, 
hospital, Of ln11urance can1et 

~-- -select applicable family ltatua 

fi';~~~F:f~_f ·- f~·EBI •opt to display only HSA-qualtfled health 
plana 

~awecoverag•c---------------~4 

·-
l)Th• 
employee 
may choose 
up to four 
plans for a 
m~o 

detailed 
slde..by-skie 
comp<~rlson 

--·-.. -- .... ___ _ 
==~--....:::..-=~~~~-~f':,c-)E"'m-pl""oy-,.."--1 
--·------- _.., may sort plana -- • ,.,_ .. _..,__ accordtng to 

r < l'fot .....:J ,. -.-.- pflorttlet or 
~ • • ~ • • ·- ~ - preference 

-~~t~ . .'!I!:)•~-)M) > .- -- I 

":'".- ~ ~ ~-i#; ':"'. ;:;::::. ::::= 
,, __ _. __ 
u:::::,'ZJ!"·
~ ~:~:'L ..... --

- - .';"._.-- ., 

0 fl I 0 I OUO 
O:tHA IO!Gt 

~:~7:!-7ii 
·-·· ·-~ ··-

D1ft"ft'fi.:&~~~ . ·,·.-.:;:;~:·.r";·.,:;':~ 
------------ · . . i 

7/25/2010 

" 

Go<trov--""""-111 ..... 
:...--..:.':"'~------·-------·"-·---·-

--
Thou plans \·: aelocted by the 

employee are ·-•-
displayed In a ---
slde--by·slde 

matrix for 
summary-level 

or detailed 
comparison 
purposes. 

=-z=-

--:::::,::---~~ 

=·- :: 
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~-_.·- - -
" 

.. .. 
---1'~~~;-;.-~,;.; ar:~ 

:f'-='_' 

~\_ 
Exchangt~ 
provldela 
tool to help 
employees 
track their 
monthly 
payroll 

deduction 11 
lh*Y go along 

In the 
proee ... 

-·-

___ ,__ .. _ 
=::n.::.:.~-·-----------·------.._,.._) 
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Similarities: 
Massachusetts and Utah 

Massachusetts 
State·base<l sotutlon designed 
to be responsfve to state· 
spedfk Issue-s, customs, 
busll\e'SS practices, etc. 
Consumer-centered approach 
Achieved broad, bipartisan 
consensus supporting the bask 
refOI'Tll elements 

Utah 
State-based sotutioo designed 
to be responsfve to state· 
specific 1$SUe'S, customs, 
busine$$ practices, etc. 
Consumer-centered approach 
Achieved broad, bipartisan 
comensus supporting the bask 
refOfm elements 
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Differences: 
Massachusetts and Utah 

Massachusetts 
lndMdual mandate 
EmpiO'J'er mandate 
Government rote Is 
contracting agent 
EstabUshed Massachwetts 
Connector Authority with 
broad regulat()('f 
respons!btliUes 
Acted flot on public SE'ctor 
refoons; fl(;N( rotting out 
prtvate Insurance market 
reforms 

Utah 
No lndMduat mandate 

No emptoyer mandate 
Government role Is market 
fadlltator 
Regulatory authority strfctty 
limited to establishment of 
etectronk data standards 
Began by lmptementlns 
private market reforms first; 
publk sector reforms to 
follow 

For more information: 

Utah Health Exchange 
exchange. utah. gov 

e· 
UTAit lltAlJII 
EXCHANGE 
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Differences: 
Massachusetts and Utah 

Massachusetts 
No risk lldjustment mechanism 
lndud<d 

Upfront appropriation of $25 
mtltlon; ongoing funding 
through retention of a portion 
of premium 

Staff of approximately 45 
emptoyet>S 

Utah 
Risk adjustment mechanism 
established to deal with 
adverse selection Issues 

Upfront appropriation of 
$600,000; ongoing fundlns 
through annual approprlatJon 
and technology fees 

Staff of 2 ~mploy~M 

" 
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From: msnbc.com: Top msnbc.com headlines
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 6:50:18 AM
Posted At: MSNBC News
Conversation: Video: Bachmann: ‘I intend to be the nominee’
Subject: Video: Bachmann: ‘I intend to be the nominee’

U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann, R-Minn., who on Monday officially announced her run for the White House, tells TODAY’s Matt Lauer if she’s president, she
would repeal “Obamacare,” cut back on federal spending and bring down the federal corporate tax rate. (TODAY)

  

View article...
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From: msnbc.com: Top msnbc.com headlines
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 6:50:18 AM
Posted At: MSNBC News
Conversation: Video: Bachmann: ‘I intend to be the nominee’
Subject: Video: Bachmann: ‘I intend to be the nominee’

U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann, R-Minn., who on Monday officially announced her run for the White House, tells TODAY’s Matt Lauer if she’s president, she
would repeal “Obamacare,” cut back on federal spending and bring down the federal corporate tax rate. (TODAY)

  

View article...
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From: msnbc.com: Top msnbc.com headlines
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 6:50:18 AM
Posted At: MSNBC News
Conversation: Video: Bachmann: ‘I intend to be the nominee’
Subject: Video: Bachmann: ‘I intend to be the nominee’

U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann, R-Minn., who on Monday officially announced her run for the White House, tells TODAY’s Matt Lauer if she’s president, she
would repeal “Obamacare,” cut back on federal spending and bring down the federal corporate tax rate. (TODAY)

  

View article...
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From: msnbc.com: Top msnbc.com headlines
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 10:33:28 AM
Posted At: MSNBC News
Conversation: Video: NAACP crowd boos Romney for "Obamacare" snub
Subject: Video: NAACP crowd boos Romney for "Obamacare" snub

After vowing to do away with "Obamacare" and other "non-essential, expensive programs"
if elected president, Mitt Romney is met with boos from the crowd at the NAACP
convention in Houston, Texas.

  

View article...
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From: Karma Robinson, OCPA
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: VIDEO: Preview Artur Davis before Liberty Gala next week
Date: Monday, October 01, 2012 3:12:29 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 

Dear Friends, 

Former Congressman Artur Davis, next week's Liberty Gala speaker, has been

open about his role as co-chair for President Obama's 2008 campaign. In this new

video, he shares why he later voted against the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)

and why he ultimately changed his mind about supporting President Obama.

Congressman Davis is our keynote speaker because he believes in the values that

make our nation great, and he has the courage to stand up for those beliefs --

even if that means standing alone.

ArturDavisVideo

I hope you will join us next Wednesday in Tulsa as guest speaker John Fund of

The American Spectator provides insight into the upcoming presidential election

and as featured speaker Rep. Artur Davis shares how free-market principles can

41001

mailto:dacia@ocpathink.org
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=ynbpsxjab&v=001TEa7HUw8hRF5kwlviq7mvQOgFBuhnc1laY8EWnSUX0815t42vF5cwVAH-4TbJkfjiKtxT-xQCNz6ewG2KakydnhlCUFb2dkwIRYIwBUvoDG7HyGC7sEnsl1YKie3eFbzZWupeAguyyI%3D
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=CvUTX79wYgo&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=CvUTX79wYgo&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=CvUTX79wYgo&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=CvUTX79wYgo&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/VIDEO--Preview-Artur-Davis-before-Liberty-Gala-next-week.html?soid=1109966423480&aid=CvUTX79wYgo#fblike
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QoOP2vlrH-uCJobwDs20plaYtUElv3l6E3_jJECn75Wgn79VjUNYwVmcnmcPyMprH_hSTzDIXbLyQImatKzSpS2Hm82sdB5ivZGkcJueCoGR5-mHpGtLC6AH3-P-XHAemrh7s2hdOrz5ZBNqsar2b0vNUW6aix5L8ec1vQX6GOKFCV9DMsolRJmJYZt5mEnVIeMzDy8_mICry9zQlHKg296PymdK-kwC3CcX3ICRYGojgVUew2_h8zCyrAox8YU_40IZoc_w84cJfZjeJJ5zmZ_SI-BYxVSpMockJkhJk8Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QoOP2vlrH-uXz6bCPgw0YNH1s6sUlIRY7oAvqrnd1Ud0kzFey-j2jddWTuBbC6-xNbd5YjdjtPJI_w0ZvQBrmFEUXe6SxhqBDYZuEwkRuxGkPJjAt67FOw21BLYPGr6qNhQMmVbGpJWBygBXMFcD2paVhfYbPplrpe5CyORYNZjp_2_fYGY03RHvFcMzHWMh_yJzt0XOT8TJqaTL3co68YCdWeNu9gq8klNOj9ezlMfn7yV0PL0ppghVg0pZ8bnCuQzMh1hJbHfOOD9VSsFU2OvY2WpDBIOw21Udgi-zDc8=


improve education, healthcare, and the economy, as well as sharing how his own

American success story is proof that the American dream can still thrive. With an

inspiring message and a celebration of the our nation's most important

fundamental principles, this is an evening not to be missed!

To reserve your ticket(s), complete the online registration form. For more

information, contact Rachel Hays at (405) 602-1667 or  

See you next week!

 

Karma Robinson

Vice President for Development 
  

Forward this email
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Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
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41002

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=ynbpsxjab&m=1109966423480&ea=travis.brauer%40gov.ok.gov&a=1111145850351
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERTiYLQC-2Vl&t=001RMr1o3HwUVWT5klqHLlb2w%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Press_200
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERTiYLQC-2Vl&t=001RMr1o3HwUVWT5klqHLlb2w%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERTiYLQC-2Vl&t=001RMr1o3HwUVWT5klqHLlb2w%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp


From: Karma Robinson, OCPA
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: VIDEO: Preview Artur Davis before Liberty Gala next week
Date: Monday, October 01, 2012 3:12:26 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 

Dear Friends, 

Former Congressman Artur Davis, next week's Liberty Gala speaker, has been

open about his role as co-chair for President Obama's 2008 campaign. In this new

video, he shares why he later voted against the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)

and why he ultimately changed his mind about supporting President Obama.

Congressman Davis is our keynote speaker because he believes in the values that

make our nation great, and he has the courage to stand up for those beliefs --

even if that means standing alone.

ArturDavisVideo

I hope you will join us next Wednesday in Tulsa as guest speaker John Fund of

The American Spectator provides insight into the upcoming presidential election

and as featured speaker Rep. Artur Davis shares how free-market principles can
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improve education, healthcare, and the economy, as well as sharing how his own

American success story is proof that the American dream can still thrive. With an

inspiring message and a celebration of the our nation's most important

fundamental principles, this is an evening not to be missed!

To reserve your ticket(s), complete the online registration form. For more

information, contact Rachel Hays at (405) 602-1667 or  

See you next week!

 

Karma Robinson

Vice President for Development 
  

Forward this email
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From: Karma Robinson, OCPA
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: VIDEO: Preview Artur Davis before Liberty Gala next week
Date: Monday, October 01, 2012 3:13:25 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 

Dear Friends, 

Former Congressman Artur Davis, next week's Liberty Gala speaker, has been

open about his role as co-chair for President Obama's 2008 campaign. In this new

video, he shares why he later voted against the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)

and why he ultimately changed his mind about supporting President Obama.

Congressman Davis is our keynote speaker because he believes in the values that

make our nation great, and he has the courage to stand up for those beliefs --

even if that means standing alone.

ArturDavisVideo

I hope you will join us next Wednesday in Tulsa as guest speaker John Fund of

The American Spectator provides insight into the upcoming presidential election

and as featured speaker Rep. Artur Davis shares how free-market principles can
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improve education, healthcare, and the economy, as well as sharing how his own

American success story is proof that the American dream can still thrive. With an

inspiring message and a celebration of the our nation's most important

fundamental principles, this is an evening not to be missed!

To reserve your ticket(s), complete the online registration form. For more

information, contact Rachel Hays at (405) 602-1667 or  

See you next week!

 

Karma Robinson

Vice President for Development 
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Subject: Virginia Health Reform Initiative
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 9:40:14 AM

Governor McDonnell Receives Final Report and Recommendations
from the Virginia Health Reform Initiative Advisory Council

– Chairman, Secretary of Health and Human Resources Bill Hazel, Presented Governor
McDonnell with 28 Recommendations Highlighted by the Expansion of Medicaid Care
Coordination Models to Additional Geographic Areas, Clients, and Services and the

Virginia Gateway Project; Promotion of a Medical Team Model for Health Care Delivery –

RICHMOND- Governor Bob McDonnell today received the final report and recommendations of the Virginia
Health Reform Initiative Advisory Council from Secretary of Health and Human Resources Dr. Bill Hazel. In
August, the Governor created the Advisory Council to provide recommendations towards a comprehensive
strategy for implementing health reform specific to the needs of Virginia. He charged the Advisory Council
with identifying policies to create an improved health system that is an economic driver for Virginia while
allowing for more effective and efficient delivery of high quality care, at lower cost. 

Among their findings, the Advisory Council recommended that Virginia expand Medicaid Care Coordination
across additional geographic areas, clients, and services, including but not limited to behavioral health and
long term care services. Also, the Advisory Council put forward a recommendation to develop a
comprehensive eligibility determination and electronic case management system that crosses the span of
health and human resources. In order for Virginia to provide comprehensive care to individuals who
receive care from a local and or state agency, a technology platform is needed. This technology is a
necessary vehicle that will facilitate communication and shared information among providers and agencies
who serve the same client.  In addition, a 'team' model for care will enhance the collaboration and effective
care of patients throughout all of his or her doctors and physicians.  

Speaking about the report and recommendations, the Governor remarked, "These leaders have come
together and worked diligently to find better ways to deliver high quality health care at an affordable cost
to the citizens of Virginia. I look forward to reviewing the recommendations they have provided and finding
solutions that benefit our citizens and our Commonwealth. I will work with Secretary Hazel to ensure that
Virginia continues to move forward with efforts that are beneficial to Virginians and provide opportunities
for collaboration between the public and private sectors. All Virginians deserve access to high quality and
dependable health care, delivered in a cost-effective and sustainable manner." 

Secretary Hazel added, "I have had the privilege of serving as the chairman of the Virginia Health Reform
Initiative Advisory Council and we are indebted to the work of the members. They brought forward a
tremendous amount of information and insight which directly informed the recommendations of the
Council. I look forward to working with the Advisory Council over the next year as we work to implement
this vision for Virginia health reform." 

Vision: Virginia should aspire to have the healthiest individuals, the healthiest communities, the
best health care system and the strongest economy in the nation. 

*Among the recommendations, the Virginia Health Reform Initiative Advisory Council found:   

Virginia should create and operate its own Health Benefits Exchange to preserve and enhance

competition. 

The Secretary should work with business leaders, researchers and private foundations to

commission and conduct a representative sampling of Virginia employer opinions about what
features they want in a Health Benefits Exchange and what they want from health reform generally.

The Medicaid Task Force supports funding and implementation of the Virginia Gateway project,

which is the automation of an eligibility system across health and human services agencies and
provides the platform for future needs, including the Health Benefit Exchange. This project is led by
the Office of the Secretary for Health and Human Resources.

The Commonwealth should continue to pursue additional care coordination models for additional

geographic areas, clients, and services, including but not limited to behavioral health and long term
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care services.

The Secretary of Health and Human Resources should work with private and public organizations to

commission and fund multi-dimensional studies of the highly promising collaborative "team" concept
of care delivery for primary care for the purpose of informing future legislative considerations. 
Teams could include physicians, nurses, physicians' assistants, pharmacists, dentists, dental
hygienists, mental health professionals, case managers, family care givers and others. 

The Commonwealth should convene multiple stakeholders in collaborative efforts to identify, pilot

test, and spread effective models of delivery and payment reform.  The state should clarify that
system-wide costs, not the costs of a particular segment, are the proper cost-metric for evaluation. 
The Commonwealth should also ensure that the same performance metrics be used to evaluate all
models, including the status quo.

The Commonwealth should articulate a vision for excellence in health, health care and economic

strength for all Virginians. The vision should be inclusive of service delivery and payment models. 

Among the six taskforces, there are central themes surrounding the proposed
recommendations: 

Service Delivery and Payment Reform- Virginia should define its vision surrounding service delivery
and payment reform models; convene stakeholders, leverage its purchasing power, and implement
promising new models of care delivery and system transformation while protecting safety net providers.
Additionally, Virginia should work to leverage funding to advance Virginia's goals regarding health system
performance. 

Technology- Virginia should become a demonstration site for the use of telemedicine in areas where there
are underserved populations; consider the future application of an all payer claims data base; promote the
growth of access to broadband and telemedicine services; and help small primary care practices acquire
small business loans to invest in new technologies. 

Capacity- Virginia must acknowledge the health workforce capacity issues facing the Commonwealth
today. There are four avenues of increasing capacity: 1) re-organizing care delivery practice into "teams"
that can leverage scarce physician capacity by more extensive use of non-physicians in ways that are more
consistent with their education and training than many current practices permit; 2) changing scope of
practice laws to permit more health professionals to practice up to the evidence-based limit of their
training; 3) expanding the use of information technologies, like telemedicine, electronic health records and
health information exchanges to extend the geographic reach of existing health professionals; and 4)
increasing the supply of health professionals. Additionally, specific recommendations are include: increasing
clinical training slots and re-activating loan forgiveness and other programs that will increase retention of
health professionals educated in Virginia. 

Medicaid- Virginia should consider additional care coordination models; work with nursing facilities,
hospitals, and physicians on strategies for caring for nursing facility residents; evaluate and pursue
potential federal reforms for chronic disease management; require providers to submit claims and receive
payments electronically; and explore cost sharing opportunities for the current and expanded Medicaid
population.  In addition, the Task Force supported the funding and implementation of a streamlined
eligibility system across all publicly funded health and human services. 

Insurance Reform - Virginia should create and operate its own Health Benefit Exchange to preserve and
enhance market place competition.  The Governor and legislature should work together to create a process
to work through the various issues in detail, with broad stakeholder input.  Additionally, the legislature
should provide the Bureau of Insurance the authority to ensure their ability to implement and enforce
areas of necessary change. 

Purchaser Perspective - Secretary of Health and Human Resources work with business leaders,
researchers and private foundations to commission and conduct a representative survey of Virginia
employer opinions about what features they want in a Health Benefits Exchange and what they want from
health reform generally.  Much of the point and focus of reform is to make health insurance and health
care more affordable for small employers and their workers and their families. 

*The full report and recommendations can be found on the Virginia Health Reform Initiative webpage:
http://www.hhr.virginia.gov/Initiatives/HealthReform/ 

# # #
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From: Greg Berlin
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: want one?
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 7:34:37 PM

What a day! Before I head home for the night, I wanted to make sure you saw this "I Love
Obamacare" sticker.

If you donate just $3 or more, we’ll send you this sticker in the mail >>

I’ve already got one ordered for my car. Get yours now:

http://dccc.org/I-Love-Obamacare

Hope you enjoyed the great news today.

Thanks for your support,

Greg

Greg Berlin
Deputy Digital Director

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | To unsubscribe, click here: http://dccc.org/optout.

Change or update your email address and contact information by clicking here.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: wash times follow up re exchanges
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2011 11:09:00 AM

AW,
 
Talked with Katie and Denise.  Denise said to send Wash Times the statement we sent out
when rejecting the early innovator grant.
 
Katie agreed we should not get into the “which regulations did you object to” and said we
could instead say something similar to what you suggested:  it’s not so much about one
particular regulation, as it is a federally mandated exchange that won’t match our free-
market principles.
 
What do you want to do? 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Wash Times question re: health xchange
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:08:00 PM

Please see the notes below.  Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: contact information

Can you work with katie on this? He wants to know what specific regulations we would have avoided by
returning the health xchange money. I think its not abt avoiding specific regs as it is a broader
opposition to an xchange market that we assume will be heavily regulated and tied to obamacare.
Possible such a system will be handed to us anyway but didn't want to aquiesce while still being
challenged in court.

Deadline cob tomorrow. Thx

----- Original Message -----
From: Stephen Dinan [mailto:sdinan@washingtontimes.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 03:59 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: contact information

No, story is likely to run Friday, so no rush for tonight.

Thanks again, and have a safe flight,

Stephen

On Aug 17, 2011, at 4:59 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:

> Got it. We are abt to get on a plane (I hope). Can we talk later in 
> the week or do you need this for tomorrow.
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Stephen Dinan [mailto:sdinan@washingtontimes.com]
> Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 03:55 PM
> To: Alex Weintz
> Subject: Re: contact information
>
>
> Well, just whatever specific regulations you guys might have ducked
> out of by declining the money earlier this year.
>
> On Aug 17, 2011, at 4:54 PM, Alex Weintz wrote:
>
>> Got it, thank you. Are you waiting on any other info from us?
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Stephen Dinan [mailto:sdinan@washingtontimes.com]
>> Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 03:37 PM
>> To: Alex Weintz
>> Subject: contact information
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>>
>> Hi Alex,
>>
>> This is Stephen Dinan from the Washington Times. Here's all my
>> contact information. Thanks again for setting all this up.
>>
>> Stephen
>>
>> Stephen Dinan
>> Washington Times
>> 202 488 0643
>> sdinan@washingtontimes.com
>>
>>
>> The information contained in this electronic transmission is
>> intended for the exclusive use of the
>> individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information
>> that is privileged and
>> confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the
>> reader of this transmission
>> is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
>> dissemination, distribution or copying
>> of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any
>> unauthorized copying, disclosure or
>> distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is
>> strictly forbidden.
>>
>>
>
>
>
> The information contained in this electronic transmission is 
> intended for the exclusive use of the
> individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information 
> that is privileged and
> confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the 
> reader of this transmission
> is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
> dissemination, distribution or copying
> of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any 
> unauthorized copying, disclosure or
> distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is 
> strictly forbidden.
>
>

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: wayne greene
Date: Thursday, April 28, 2011 4:43:35 PM

In Fallin’s State of the State address 13 legislative initiatives are identifiable.
Fallin’s “first priority” was passing a balanced budget without raising taxes.
Although the details are far from decided, there seems little doubt this will be accomplished, certainly so far as a

meeting the state Constitutuin’s requirement for a balanced budget.
There has only been serious talk about one tax increase, a moist snuff tax increase to pay incentives to rural

doctors, but it didn’t meet a House deadline for passage last week.
The Senate and the House have passed versions of a hospital provider fee to leverage more federal Medicaid

funding, but that has been styled as a fee, not a tax. It has at least one obvious difference from a tax: It is voluntary.
Fallin called on the Legilsature to implement a previously approved 0.25 percent reduction in the state’s top tax

rate.That required no legislative action, and there was none. The tax cut will save businesses and individuals more
than $100 million a year.

Fallin has been able to sign two of her proposals into law:
1. Lawsuit reform including a “hard cap” of $250,000 on noneconomic damages: The Legislature gave Fallin a

bill, but with a $350,000 cap.
2. Make firing ineffective teacher easier by eliminating teaches’ trial de novo rights: Mission accomplished on

April 12.
Eight other Fallin ideas are still alive and being debated in the Legislature:
1. Reform Workers Compensation: Senate Bill 878 would substantially rewrite the state’s workers compensation

system. The House and Senate have passed versions of the bill. A compromise is still being discussed.
2. A governor’s closing fund for incentives to job-creating businesses: Although it has faced some legislative

flak, the bill is alive, altough, as yet, it comes with no money.
3. Consolidate the state’s information technology system at a potential savings of $146 million a year: Still alive

legislatively, although the savings have been called into queston.
4. Deal with the state’s $16 billion pension deficit: Several pieces of pension-reform legislation are still alive.
5. Address Oklahoma’s high female incarcertaion rate: Almost done. The House could take up a final version of

the bill next week and send it on to Fallin. One part of the proposal was removed in the House, but Fallin hadn’t
given it specific endorsement.

6. Restructure education spending to get more money into the classroom: Several lawmakers have claimed that
goal for their proposals, but the clearest example — House Bill 2115, which would give financial incentives for
small schools to share superintendents — is pending in a conference committee.

7. End “social promotion” of students: Versions of the proposal have been passed by both houses. If details are
worked out, a final version would go to Fallin.

8. Reduce school remediation rates and more accurately track student progress: A bill to grade schools on an A-F
scale has passed the House and Senate on party-line votes. Lawmakers need to work out diffrences between their
versions before it can be sent to Fallin.

Only two pieces of the Fallin legislative platform are dead, and in both cases she has made credible partial
recoveries:

1. Investigate state tax credits and to make sure they help create jobs:  Although the Legislature gave Fallin a
specific tax incentive she had asked for — restoration of the Aerospace Engieneer Tax Credit — an omnibus tax
credit phase out bill missed a House deadline for consideration last year.
2. The Health Insurance Exchange: In Fallin’s biggest setback of the session, the state Senate balked at a bill that
would have given legal muscle to plans to using a $54 million federal grant to build a health insurance exchange.
Fallin and fellow Republicans House Speaker Kris Steele and Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman have since
nuanced the problem with a plan to build a much smaller exhange funded mostly or perhaps completely with
private money.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Democrats 2012
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: We just learned...
Date: Friday, October 05, 2012 3:41:20 PM

Tonda --

If you want President Obama to be backed up by a Democratic majority next
year, then we have to take action right away.

We just learned that one of our most promising candidates, Bill Enyart in Illinois,
has been targeted with millions of dollars of attacks from the Republicans and
their Super PACs. They know this is a race they can’t afford to lose, so they’re
launching dishonest ads to deceive voters about Bill’s record, Obamacare, and the
economy.

Bill must raise $50,000 before tonight’s ad buy deadline to set the record
straight.

Will you donate $3 or more right now to help Bill fight back against
Boehner and the Republicans’ attacks?

This is a tight race in a swing district. We can’t let races like this fall off the map
because our candidates didn’t have the resources to compete against the
Republicans and their Super PACs. Please donate $3 or whatever you can right
now:

http://dccc.org/Fight-The-Attacks

Thanks!

Democrats 2012
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support of Democrats!
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From: Nancy Pelosi
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: we shattered it
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 6:12:23 PM

Huffington Post: House Democrats' Fundraising Sets Record After
Health Care Ruling
“Nearly 65,000 Democratic supporters have contributed an average of $35 since the high
court ruled on Thursday that President Barack Obama's signature health care law was
constitutional.”

Tonda --

We can’t thank you enough.

You may have seen my email on Saturday saying that we were close to setting a record
for the day. We didn’t just set the record, we shattered it. More than 30,000 of you helped
us raise over $1 million on Saturday alone -- nearly twice our previous record.

Because of you, Democrats are on offense. We’re holding Republicans across the country
accountable for threatening to drastically cut Medicare and repeal President Obama’s health
care law.

Add your name to help us reach 500,000 strong saying: “I Support Obamacare” >>

We are truly humbled by your outpouring of support. Thank you for everything you do.

Nancy

P.S. Like progress? Like our Facebook page.

 

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom (  Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (  brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus
(  Brian Nutt (  carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine
Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli ;
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie
Hohlt (debbie ); Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon
(Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ;
griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us);
Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista
Carman (  Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us;
Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie
Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org;
Nicole Guillemard (  rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness
(  Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen
Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd
Smith  travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Wendy Riemann (Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: Wednesday Morning Update
Date: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 8:24:26 AM

Good morning - -
 
Here’s the update of where things stand as of Wednesday morning:
 
- Yesterday, CBO returned a score on the Budget Control Act that indicated that the savings was
below our expectations.  The simple reason for this has to do with what baseline CBO used to
measure the cuts - - and CBO actually gave us more credit than we expected for spending cuts
Republicans enacted earlier in the year.  Speaker Boehner’s plan remains the only plan that has been
scored by CBO.
 
- The Speaker is adamant about keeping the promise that the spending cuts will exceed any increase
in the debt limit - - so our team is evaluating options to adjust the legislation.
 
- In keeping with the transparency rules that we put in place at the beginning of the Congress, we
needed to delay the meeting of the House Rules Committee by a day, which pushes back the
opportunity to be on the floor to Thursday.
 
- The Budget Control Act - - as crafted by Speaker Boehner, Leader McConnell, and Leader Reid last
Friday night - - is the only alternative to giving the President a blank check or default.
 
Below please find an editorial from Bill Kristol and the WSJ Editorial Page.
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions.
 
+++++
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A Time for Choosing
William Kristol
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/time-choosing_577649.html
July 27, 2011 7:12 AM
 
To govern is to choose. To vote is to choose. To vote against John Boehner on the House floor this
week in the biggest showdown of the current Congress is to choose to vote with Nancy Pelosi. To
vote against Boehner is to choose to support Barack Obama. It is to choose to increase the chances
that worse legislation than Boehner’s passes. And it is to choose to increase the chances that
Obama emerges from this showdown politically stronger. So when the Heritage Action Fund and the
Club for Growth, and Senators Vitter, Paul, et al., choose to urge House Republicans to join the
Democrats to defeat Boehner, they’re choosing to side with Barack Obama.
 
Unfair!—these fine groups and senators will say. We’re not siding with Obama. We just want
Boehner to do more, to go further.
 
Very well, then. Can the pro-Obama right explain how defeat for Boehner on the House floor would
redound to conservatives' benefit, to their ability to do more and to go further?
 
They can't. Read their statements (here, here, and here). They don’t even pretend to explain how
defeating Boehner would produce a better policy or political result for conservatives—in the near or
medium or long term. Because they can’t explain how defeat will produce victory. Defeat will
produce ... defeat. There is no path to a better conservative outcome that follows from Boehner
going down on the House floor this week.
 
This isn’t some bad bipartisan establishment deal of the sort conservatives have sometimes
opposed in the past. Then conservatives were opposing Democrats as well as Republicans, and
could plausibly explain why doing so was in conservative interests. Now, Heritage Action and the
Club for Growth are siding with and strengthening Barack Obama and Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid.
They’re working to produce a policy and political defeat for John Boehner and Eric Cantor and Paul
Ryan and the Republican majority in the House. This isn’t principled conservatism. This is self-
indulgence masquerading as principle, sectarianism masquerading as conservatism.
 
Don't get me wrong. The Boehner bill isn't great. But it does check Obama's spending for the
remainder of his first term. And it lays the groundwork for denying him a second. Success for
Boehner now—whatever mistakes he and others have made in recent weeks and months—makes
more likely the defeat of Obama in 2012. This in turn will make possible the repeal of Obamacare
and fundamental conservative budget and policy reforms with a new president in 2013.
 
When wavering House Republicans think the current situation through, they won’t choose to join
the pro-Obama right. They’ll choose to stand with John Boehner against Barack Obama. Because
victory over Obama is no vice. And losing to Obama is no virtue.
 
+++++
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The GOP's Reality Test
Republicans who oppose Boehner's debt deal are playing into Obama's hands.
REVIEW & OUTLOOK | WALL STREET JOURNAL
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903591104576470061986837494.html?
mod=rss_opinion_main
JULY 27, 2011
 
The debt-limit debate is heading toward a culmination, with President Obama reduced to pleading
for the public to support a tax increase and Speaker John Boehner and Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid releasing competing plans that are the next-to-last realistic options. The question now is
whether House Republicans are going to help Mr. Boehner achieve significant progress, or, in the
name of the unachievable, hand Mr. Obama a victory.
 
Mr. Obama recognizes these stakes, threatening yesterday to veto the Boehner plan in a tactical
move to block any Democratic support. The White House is afraid that it will pass the House and
then become the only debt-ceiling vehicle if Mr. Reid can't get 60 votes for his own proposal in the
Senate. This would short-circuit Mr. Obama's plan to blame the GOP for a U.S. credit downgrade,
any market turmoil, a possible default, and the lousy economy too.
 
Under the two-phase Boehner plan, Congress would authorize $1 trillion in new debt in return for
$1.2 trillion in budget cuts over the next decade. Most of that will come from caps on domestic
discretionary spending over 10 years—the Pentagon and homeland security are exempt—with
automatic spending cuts if the caps are breached. While one Congress cannot bind another, the
proposal would at least guarantee real reductions in fiscal years 2012 and 2013.
 
In the second stage, the House and Senate would convene a 12-member joint select committee
with a deficit reduction goal of $1.8 trillion by November. The majority and minority of both
chambers would each make three assignments, and any plan that secured seven votes or more
would get an up-or-down vote in both chambers with no amendments.
 
The danger for the GOP is that the committee could end up proposing tax increases, since the
committee's only remit is the deficit, not the larger fiscal landscape or the size of government. A
poorly chosen Republican nominee could defect, and any structural change to entitlements almost
certainly can't pass the Senate.
 
Then again, unless the plan passed, Mr. Obama couldn't request the additional $1.6 trillion debt
ceiling increase that he would soon need. The political incentive is for a reasonable package, and
many Senate Democrats also don't want to vote for tax increases before 2012.
 
Strangely, some Republicans and conservative activists are condemning this as a fiscal sellout.
Senator Jim DeMint put out a statement raking the Speaker for seeking "a better political debt deal,
instead of a debt solution" (emphasis, needless to say, his). The usually sensible Club for Growth and
Heritage Action, the political arm of the Heritage Foundation, are scoring a vote for the Boehner
plan as negative on similar grounds.
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But what none of these critics have is an alternative strategy for achieving anything nearly as fiscally
or politically beneficial as Mr. Boehner's plan. The idea seems to be that if the House GOP refuses to
raise the debt ceiling, a default crisis or gradual government shutdown will ensue, and the public will
turn en masse against . . . Barack Obama. The Republican House that failed to raise the debt ceiling
would somehow escape all blame. Then Democrats would have no choice but to pass a balanced-
budget amendment and reform entitlements, and the tea-party Hobbits could return to Middle
Earth having defeated Mordor.
 
This is the kind of crack political thinking that turned Sharron Angle and Christine O'Donnell into GOP
Senate nominees. The reality is that the debt limit will be raised one way or another, and the only
issue now is with how much fiscal reform and what political fallout.
 
If the Boehner plan fails in the House, the advantage shifts to Mr. Reid's Senate plan, which would
raise the debt ceiling by $2.4 trillion in one swoop through 2012. That would come without a tax
increase but also $2.7 trillion in mostly fake spending cuts like less government "waste, fraud and
abuse" and a $1 trillion savings from troop drawdowns in Iraq and Afghanistan that are already built
into the baseline. As fiscal reform, this is worse than Mr. Boehner's plan.
 
If the Reid plan passes the Senate after Mr. Boehner's plan failed in the House, Mr. Boehner would
be forced to beseech Nancy Pelosi and the White House to deliver Democratic votes to raise the
debt limit. Mr. Obama's price could be the tax increases that the GOP has so far rejected. But who
knows what else Mr. Obama would demand, and Congress might rush through, amid a political
panic and financial market turmoil as the Treasury closed down government services to meet its
debt obligations.
 
It's true that the Boehner plan doesn't solve the long-term debt problem, but Mr. Obama won't
agree to anything that does. The GOP plan also may not prevent a U.S. national credit downgrade,
but it has a better chance of doing so than Mr. Reid's. The Boehner plan is the most credible
proposal with a chance of becoming law before the 2012 election.
 
The Speaker has made mistakes in his debt negotiations, not least in trusting that Mr. Obama wants
serious fiscal reforms. But thanks to the President's overreaching on taxes, Mr. Boehner now has the
GOP positioned in sight of a political and policy victory. If his plan or something close to it becomes
law, Democrats will have conceded more spending cuts than they thought possible, and without
getting the GOP to raise taxes and without being able to blame Republicans for a debt-limit crackup
or economic damage.
 
If conservatives defeat the Boehner plan, they'll not only undermine their House majority. They'll go
far to re-electing Mr. Obama and making the entitlement state that much harder to reform.
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From: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
To: OS - IGA Regional Offices; OS - IEA HQTS
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Widger, Ann (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Weekly ACA Bulletin 3_16_2012
Date: Friday, March 16, 2012 4:27:36 PM

HHS Office of Intergovernmental and
External Affairs News Bulletin

March 16th, 2012
 

Ø  Find Insurance Options
Ø  Learn About Prevention
Ø  Compare Care Quality
Ø  Understanding the Law
Ø  www.HealthCare.gov: the new consumer-focused Health Care Website
Ø  www.CuidadodeSalud.gov: the new Spanish-language consumer-focused Health Care

Website
Ø  Check out 50 States/50 Stories to find out what’s happening in your state and listen to

stories from people across the country that are benefitting from the new law.
Ø  Get more information on the New Affordable Care Act
Ø  Get information on relief the Affordable Care Act can provide to you
Ø  Get the Facts Straight on Health Reform
Ø  Get the latest brochures about the Affordable Care Act
Ø  How is the Affordable Care Act helping you? Share your story here.

Contents

       I.             Recent News

    II.            Recent Health Care Blog Posts

III.            Speeches

  IV.            Fact Sheets

     V.            Information for Your Community & You
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  VI.            State by State Fact Sheets

VII.             Regulations and Guidance

VIII.            Grants

  IX.             Special Programs

     X.            Council & Groups

  XI.             Brochures/Educational Materials
 

Recent News

Ø  March 16th: Secretary Sebelius Unveils "MyCare" Stories

Ø  March 16th: Affordable Care Act Will Ensure Health Coverage for Millions of Americans

Ø  March 16th: Administration Releases Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Preventive
Services Policy

Ø  March 15th: CDC Ad Campaign Reveals Harsh Reality of Smoking-Related Diseases

Ø  March 15th: New Opportunity for Better Care for Nursing Facility Residents Through
Enhanced Coordination Efforts

Ø  March 13th: HHS Settles HIPAA Case with BCBST for $1.5 Million

Ø  March 14th: CMS Continues Effort to Improve Quality of Care for people with Medicare

Ø  March 13th: Affordable Care Act Demonstration to Expand Access to Emergency Psychiatric
Care

Ø  March 12th: Policies Give States More Flexibility to Establish Affordable Insurance Exchanges

Ø  March 8th: Surgeon General Releases New Report on Youth Smoking

Ø  March 7th: Health Care Reform Law Helps 1.3 Million Minority Young Adults Obtain Health
Insurance
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Ø  March 7th: Medicare Redesigns Claims and Benefits Statement Empowers Seniors With Clear
Information on Health Care Services Used

Ø  March 5th: Health Reform Law Ends Lifetime Limits for 105 Million Americans

Ø  March 5th: Statement by Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on National Consumer Protection Week

Ø  March 2nd: New Hampshire First to Get New Health Care Law Funds

Ø  March 1st: Statement from Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on Women's History Month

Ø  February 29th: HHS Statement on Cigarette Health Warning Ruling

Ø  February 29th: Statement by HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on the Blunt Amendment

Ø  February 28th: Dallas Doctor Arrested for Alleged Role in Nearly $375 Million Health Care
Fraud Scheme

Ø  February 28th: HHS Secretary Sebelius Announces Environmental Justice Strategy

Ø  February 28th: Obama Administration and Text4Baby Join Forces to Connect Pregnant
Women and Children to Health Coverage Information

Ø  February 28th: Juliet K. Choi Named Chief of Staff and Senior Advisor to Office of Civil Rights

Ø  February 24th: Secretary Sebelius Announces Next Stage for Providers Adopting Electronic
Health Records

Ø  February 24th: CMS Takes Steps to Reduce Improper Payments and Save Money for Medicare

Ø  February 23rd: HHS selects challenge winner on Facebook

Ø  February 23rd: Health reform law provides coverage for nearly 50,000 Americans with pre-
existing conditions

Ø  February 22nd: HHS announces new assistance to States: more resources, transparency, and
flexibility

Ø  February 21st: Health Reform Expands the Insurance Market, Supports Consumer-Governed
Nonprofit Health Plans
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Ø  February 17th: HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announces major progress in doctors,
hospital use of health information technology 

Ø  February 17th: HHS takes action to ensure equal access for the deaf and hard of hearing 

Ø  February 16th: HHS ensures consumers get better value for their health insurance dollar

Ø  February 16: HHS announces intent to delay ICD-10 compliance date 

Ø  February 16th: HHS ensures consumers get better value for their health insurance dollar 

Ø  February 15th: Affordable Care Act extended free preventive services to 54 million Americans
with private health insurance in 2011 | En Español

Ø  February 14th: Health Care Fraud Prevention and Enforcement Efforts Result in Record-
Breaking Recoveries Totaling Nearly $4.1 Billion 

Ø  February 13th: New health care law helps expand primary care physician workforce 

Ø  February 9th: Health Reform to Require Insurers to Use Plain Language in Describing Health
Plan Benefits, Coverage 

Ø  February 8th: HHS launches Strong Start initiative to increase healthy deliveries and reduce
preterm births

Ø  February 7th: HealthCare.gov helps same-sex couples find coverage by adding new details 

Ø  February 7th: We can’t wait: Administration announces new steps to fight Alzheimer’s disease 

Ø  February 2nd: Health reform law saves $2.1 billion for 3.6 million Americans with Medicare |
En Español

Recent Health Care Blog Posts

Ø  March 16th: Introducing MyCare

Ø  March 14th: CBO Update Shows Lower Costs for the New Health Care Law

Ø  March 13th: Commemorating national Women and girls HIV/AIDS Awareness day

Ø  March 7th: We're Doing More to Protect Your Health – Secretary Kathleen Sebelius
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Ø  March 7th: More Minority Young Adults are Obtaining Health Insurance

Ø  March 6th: 5 Ways to Become an Informed Medicare Consumer

Ø  March 6th: Improving Healthcare for Military Families

Ø  March 5th: New Data: The Affordable Care Act in Your State

Ø  March 1st: TEAM: Medical Passions

Ø  February 29th: Making Medicare Stronger

Ø  February 28th: Today's Suspension of Payments and the Affordable Care Act

Ø  February 24th: Fighting Improper Payments and Fraud - Protecting Taxpayer Dollars

Ø  February 23rd: Helping Americans with Pre-Existing Conditions Get Needed Care – Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius

Ø  February 23rd: A New Generation of Nurses

Ø  February 22nd: Improving the Health Care System through Innovation

Ø  February 21st: Giving Doctors and Hospitals the Tools They Need to Provide Better Care –
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius

Ø  February 21st: We Can't Wait Update: Preventing Prescription Drug Shortages

Ø  February 18th: The Doc Fix

Ø  February 17th: New Health Care Law Helps Expand Primary Care Physician Workforce

Ø  February 16th: Last Year, 54 Million Americans Received Free Preventive Services Thanks to
Health Care Reform - Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 

Ø  February 16th: Expanding the Healthcare Tax Credit for Small Businesses

Ø  February 15th: By the Numbers: 86 Million

Ø  February 15th: The State of Latino Health Twitter Chat

Ø  February 14th: Obama Administration’s Unprecedented Fraud Fighting Pays Off – Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius

Ø  February 13th: The 2013 Budget

Ø  February 13th: Michelle Obama: Changing the Conversation on Healthy Eating
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/16/last-year-54-million-americans-received-free-preventive-services-thanks-health-care-
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/16/last-year-54-million-americans-received-free-preventive-services-thanks-health-care-
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/author/Secretary%20Kathleen%20Sebelius
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/16/expanding-healthcare-tax-credit-small-businesses
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/15/numbers-86-million
http://www.healthcare.gov/blog/2012/02/latinohealth021512.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/14/obama-administration-s-unprecedented-fraud-fighting-pays
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/13/2013-budget-0
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/13/michelle-obama-changing-conversation-healthy-eating


Ø  February 8th: More Resources to Protect Mothers and Babies – Secretary Kathleen Sebelius

Ø  February 10th: President Obama Announces New Policy to Improve Access to Contraception

Ø  February 9th: First Lady Michelle Obama Is on the Road with Let's Move

Ø  February 9th: We Can’t Wait: Taking Action on Alzheimer’s Disease – Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius

Ø  February 8th: Let's Move: Two Years of Healthy Changes for our Nation's Kids

Ø  February 7th: Commemorating National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

Ø  February 2nd: Seniors are Saving Money Today and Tomorrow, Thanks to Health Care Law –
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius

Speeches

Ø  March 16th: White House Community Partnership Summit

Ø  March 15th: CDC Anti-Smoking Campaign Announcement

Ø  March 9th: American Medical Students Association Annual Convention

Ø  March 8th: Surgeon General's Report on Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults

Ø  March 6th: National Congress of American Indians Executive Council Winter Session

Ø  February 28th: ACS Cancer Action Network Essential Health Benefits Forum

Ø  February 16th: White House Conference on LGBT Health

Ø  February 14th: HCFAC Report Press Conference

Ø  February 10th: Remarks by the President on Preventive Care

Ø  February 7th: Taking Action on Alzheimer’s: We Can’t Wait

Ø  January 30th: National Rural Health Association Policy Institute

Ø  January 19th: Families USA Health Action 2012

Ø  January 13th: Global Disease Detection India Center Event

Ø  January 5th: Kaiser Family Foundation

Ø  December 14th: 2011 QualityNet Conference
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http://www.healthcare.gov/blog/2012/02/healthymothers020812.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/10/president-obama-announces-new-policy-improve-access-contraception
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/09/first-lady-michelle-obama-road-lets-move
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/09/we-can-t-wait-taking-action-alzheimer-s-disease
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/08/lets-move-two-years-healthy-changes-our-nations-kids
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/02/07/commemorating-national-black-hivaids-awareness-day
http://www.healthcare.gov/blog/2012/02/medicare02022012.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120316.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120315.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120309.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120308.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120306.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120228.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120216.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120214.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/02/10/remarks-president-preventive-care
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120207.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120130.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120119.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120113.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120105.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20111214.html


Ø  December 7th: SAMHSA 2011 Service Members, Veterans, and their Families Policy Academy

Ø  December 5th: mHealth Summit

Ø  December 1st: Fifth Annual National Conference on Health Disparities

Ø  December 1st: World AIDS Day UNAIDS Event

Ø  November 18th: Alliance for Full Participation Summit

Fact Sheets

Ø  March 16th: Student Health Plans and the Affordable Care Act

Ø  March 16th: Standards related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment Final Rule

Ø  March 15th: New Opportunity for better Care for nursing Facility Residents Through Enhanced
Coordination Efforts

Ø  March 13th: Medicaid Emergency Psychiatric Demonstration

Ø  March 12th: Affordable Insurance Exchanges: Choices, Competition and Clout for States

Ø  February 24th: Notice of Final Payment Error Calculation Methodology For Part C Medicare
Advantage Risk Adjustment Data Validation Contract

Ø  February 23rd: State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan

Ø  February 23rd: CMS Proposes Definition of Stage 2 Meaningful use of Certified Electronic
Health Records (EHR)

Ø  February 22nd: Improved Review and Approval Process for Section 1115 Medicaid
Demonstration Projects

Ø  February 22nd: The Affordable Care Act: Supporting State Innovation

Ø  February 22nd: Creating a New Competitive Marketplace: Health Insurance Exchange
Establishment Grants Awards List

Ø  February 21st: New Loan Program Helps Create Customer-Driven Non-profit Health Insurers

Ø  February 17th: Essential Health Benefits – Frequently Asked Questions

Ø  February 14th: The Affordable Care Act: Increasing Transparency, Protecting Consumers

Ø  February 14th: 54 Million Additional Americans Are Receiving Preventive Services Coverage
Without Cost-Sharing Under The Affordable Care Act

Ø  February 14th: New Tools to Fight Fraud, Strengthen Federal Health Programs, and Protect
Taxpayer Dollars

Ø  February  14th: The Affordable Care Act’s Prevention and Public Health Fund in Your State

Ø  February 10th: FACT SHEET: Women’s Preventive Services and Religious Institution

Ø  February 9th: Providing Clear and Consistent Information to Consumers About Their
Health Insurance Coverage

Ø  February 8th: Strong Start Initiative Improving Maternal and Infant Health 
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http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20111207.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20111205.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20111201a.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20111201.html
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20111118.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/03/student-health-plans03162012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/03/risk-adjustment03162012a.html
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4304&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4304&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4301&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/07/exchanges07112011a.html
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4287&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4287&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/pcip02232012a.html
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4286&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4286&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4286&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4286&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/state-innovation02222012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges05232011a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges05232011a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/coops02212012a.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/increasing-transparency02162012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/preventive-services02152012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/preventive-services02152012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/medicare-fraud02142012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/medicare-fraud02142012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention02092011a.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/02/10/fact-sheet-women-s-preventive-services-and-religious-institutions
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/08/labels08172011a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/08/labels08172011a.html
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4264&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date


Ø  February 7th: The Affordable Care Act and LGBT Americans

Ø  February 2nd: 3.6 Million in Medicare Saved More Than $2.1 Billion on Prescription Drugs in
the Donut Hole in 2011

Ø  January 13th: State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, as of
November 30, 2011

Ø  January 5th:  HHS Adopts HIPPA Standard For Electronic Funds Transfers/Remittance Advice
(CMS-0024-IFC)

Ø  January 3rd: Innovation Advisors Program Fact Sheet

Ø  December 28th: Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIPRA) Performance Bonuses for FY
2011

Ø  December 20th: Independence at Home Demonstration

Ø  December 19th: Pioneer Accountable Care Organization (ACO) Model

Ø  December 19th: A Better Care Experience Through A New Model of Care – The Pioneer ACO
Model

Information for Your Community & You
Ø  American Families

Ø  Children

Ø  Young Adults

Ø  Early Retirees

Ø  Seniors

Ø  African Americans

Ø  Latinos

Ø  Rural Americans

Ø  Women

Ø  Small Businesses

Ø  Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders

Ø  Americans with Disabilities

Ø  LGBT Communities

Ø  Veterans

State by State Fact Sheets
Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act.
 
Ø  State By State Fact Sheets

Ø  Learn the facts and statistics about how the Affordable Care Act will benefit each state.

Regulations and Guidance
Regulations and guidance are used to implement many of the Affordable Care Act provisions
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http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/01/new-options-for-lgbt-americans.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/medicare-drug-discounts02022012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/medicare-drug-discounts02022012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/01/pcip01132012a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/01/pcip01132012a.html
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4242&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4242&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4240&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4235&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4235&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4230&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4225&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4226&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4226&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_american_families.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_children.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_young_adults.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_early_retirees.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_seniors.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_african_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_latinos.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_rural_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_women.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_small_businesses.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_aapi.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_americans_with_disabilities.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_lgbt_communities.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_veterans.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/


that address both private and public health insurance.
 
Ø  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06594_PI.pdf (Standards Related to

Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment)

Ø  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06560_PI.pdf (Eligibility Changes under
Affordable Care Act)

Ø  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06125_PI.pdf (Establishment of Exchanges
and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers)

Ø  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06689_PI.pdf (Certain Preventive Services
under Affordable Care Act)

Ø  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06359_PI.pdf (Student Health Insurance
Coverage)

Ø  CMS-9992-IFC2: Group Health Plans and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to Coverage of
Preventive Services under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

Ø  HRSA-Supported Women's Preventive Services: Required Health Plan Coverage Guidelines

Ø  Health Insurance Rate Review – Final Rule on Rate Increase Disclosure and Review (Issued by
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Ø  Medicare – Final Rule on Hospital Inpatient Value-Based Purchasing (Issued by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Ø  Medicaid – Final Rule on Federal Funding for Medicaid Eligibility Determination and
Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Ø  Medicaid – Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Home and Community-Based Services Waivers
(Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Ø  Food Labeling - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Calorie Labeling of Articles of Food in
Vending Machines (Issued by the Food and Drug Administration)

Ø  Food Labeling - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Nutrition Labeling of Standard Menu Items
in Restaurants and Similar Retail Food Establishments (Issued by the Food and Drug
Administration)

Ø  Accountable Care Organizations - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Accountable Care
Organizations (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Ø  Medicaid IT NPRM - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Federal Funding for Medicaid
Eligibility Determination and Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services)

Ø  Medicaid RAC - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Medicaid Recovery Audit Contractor
(RAC) Program (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Ø  Preventive Services: Regulations and Recommendations

Ø  Patient’s Bill of Rights (Issued by the Center of Consumer Information and Insurance
Oversight)

Ø  Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care Act (Issued by the
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)
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http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06594_PI.pdf
http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06560_PI.pdf
http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06125_PI.pdf
http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06689_PI.pdf
http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2012-06359_PI.pdf
http://www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx
http://www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/womensprevention.html
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/05/23/2011-12631/rate-increase-disclosure-and-review
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/05/06/2011-10568/medicare-program-hospital-inpatient-value-based-purchasing-program
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/19/2011-9340/medicaid-program-federal-funding-for-medicaid-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-activities
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/19/2011-9340/medicaid-program-federal-funding-for-medicaid-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-activities
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/15/2011-9116/medicaid-program-home-and-community-based-services-hcbs-waivers
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/06/2011-8037/food-labeling-calorie-labeling-of-articles-of-food-in-vending-machines
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/06/2011-8037/food-labeling-calorie-labeling-of-articles-of-food-in-vending-machines
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/06/2011-7940/food-labeling-nutrition-labeling-of-standard-menu-items-in-restaurants-and-similar-retail-food
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/06/2011-7940/food-labeling-nutrition-labeling-of-standard-menu-items-in-restaurants-and-similar-retail-food
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/07/2011-7880/medicare-program-medicare-shared-savings-program-accountable-care-organizations
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/04/07/2011-7880/medicare-program-medicare-shared-savings-program-accountable-care-organizations
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/11/08/2010-27971/medicaid-federal-funding-for-medicaid-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-activities
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/11/08/2010-27971/medicaid-federal-funding-for-medicaid-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-activities
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-28390.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-28390.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/prevention/regs.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/prevention/recommendations.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/patient/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/grandfather/index.html


Ø  Dependent Coverage of Children Who Have Not Attained Age 26 (Issued by the Center of
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Ø  Early Retiree Reinsurance Program (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and
Insurance Oversight)

Ø  Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (Issued by the Center of Consumer
Information and Insurance Oversight)

Ø  COBRA Continuation of Coverage (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Ø  Health Insurance Reform for Consumers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services)

Ø  Health Insurance Reform for Employers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services)

Ø  Self-Funded Nonfederal Governmental Plans (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services)

Grants
The Affordable Care Act creates a number of new grant opportunities.  Below, you will find
links to the grant centers for the agencies administering these grants.  There, and at
Grants.gov, you can search for relevant grant opportunities.
 
Ø  CDC National Public Health Improvement Initiative (NPHII) Grants

Ø  Consumer Assistance Program Grants – search for CFDA number 93.519

Ø  OCIIO State Planning and Establishment Grants – search for CFDA number 93.525.

Ø  Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight Grants

Ø  Administration for Children and Families Grants

Ø  Administration on Aging Grants

Ø  Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

Ø  Health Resources and Services Administration Grants

Ø  Indian Health Service Grants

Ø  National Institutes of Health Grants

Ø  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Grants

Special Programs
Several new programs across the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services support the
work of the Affordable Care Act. You will find information about these programs on this page.
 
Ø  Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs

Council & Groups
The Affordable Care Act establishes a number of councils and groups to carry out provisions
in the law.  To learn more about the organizations, click on a link below:
 
Ø  
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http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/dependent/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/errp/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/webportal/index.html
http://www.cms.gov/COBRAContinuationofCov/
http://www.cms.gov/HealthInsReformforConsume/
http://www.cms.gov/HealthInsReformforEmps/
http://www.cms.gov/SelfFundedNonFedGovPlans/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/ostlts/nphii/about.html
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/index.html
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/Grants/Funding/index.aspx
http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/grantix.htm
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/
http://www.ihs.gov/NonMedicalPrograms/gogp/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm
http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/programs/partnership/index.html


Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)

Ø  Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation

Ø  Interagency Working Group on Health Care Quality

Ø  National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health Council

Brochures & Educational Materials
(http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/index.html)
Below you’ll find brochures and materials related to the implementation of the Affordable
Care Act.
 
The Top Five Things You Need to Know
Ø  Families with Children (PDF – English 7.27 MB, Spanish 1.23 MB)

Ø  Health Care Providers (PDF – English 2.71 MB, Spanish  517 KB)

Ø  People with Disabilities (PDF – English 2.56 MB, Spanish  930 KB)

Ø  Seniors (PDF – English 11.3 MB, Spanish  1.54 MB)

Ø  Small Business Owners (PDF – English 4.22 MB, Spanish 646 KB)

Ø  Young Adults (PDF – English 6.56 MB, Spanish  919 KB)
Information for Consumers and Small Businesses
Ø  The Health Care Law & You (PDF – 8.99 MB)

Ø  Information for Small Businesses (PDF – 763 KB)
Introduction to the Affordable Care Act
Ø  The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for You (PDF - English 2.78 MB, Spanish 2.59 MB)

Ø  The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Employers (PDF - English 916 KB, Spanish 963 KB)

Ø  The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Small Business (PDF - English 1.17 MB, Spanish 1
MB)

Ø  The New Health Care Law - What it Means for You and Your Family (PDF - English 899 KB,
Spanish 833 KB)

Ø  Medicare and the New Health Care Law — What it Means for You (PDF - 314 KB)

Ø  The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Rural America (PDF - English 1.06MB, Spanish
833 KB)

Ø  The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Young Adults (PDF - English 971 KB, Spanish 879
KB)

Ø  New Benefits for Graduates and Young Adults (PDF – 206 KB)

Ø  Patient Protections & Insurance Reforms

Ø  Poster: Are You Eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan? (PDF - English 271 KB,
Spanish 231 KB)

Ø  Newsletter Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP
program with your newspaper or newsletter readers.

Ø  Website Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP program
with your online readers.

Ø  The Affordable Care Act — What it Means for Those with Pre-Existing Conditions (PDF -
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http://www.hhs.gov/cciio/
http://innovations.cms.gov/
http://www.ahrq.gov/workingforquality/
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/councils/nphpphc/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/families-with-children-top5.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/families_with_children_top5_spanish.pdf.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/health-care-providers-top5.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/health_care_providers_top5_spanish.pdf.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/people-with-disabilities-top5.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/people_with_disabilities_top5_spanish.pdf.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/seniors-top5.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/seniors_top5_spanish.pdf.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/small-business-owners-top5.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/small_business_owners_top5_spanish.pdf.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/young-adults-top5.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/young_adults_top5_spanish.pdf.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/health-care-law-and-you.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/info-for-small-businesses.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/for-you.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/for-you-spanish.pdf
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http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/employers/spanish.pdf
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http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/small-business/spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/small-business/spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/families/family.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/families/spanish.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11467.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/rural-america/rural-america.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/rural-america/spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/rural-america/spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/young-adults/young-adults.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/young-adults/spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/young-adults/spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/new-benefits-for-graduates-and-young-adults.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/brochures/patient-protections.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11poster_highrisk_b-rev.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11poster_highrisk_sp-rev.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_toolkit_news.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_toolkit_web.html


English 354 KB, Spanish 356 KB)

Ø  PCIP Facts: The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan – New Health Coverage Option for the
Uninsured (PDF – English 123 KB, Spanish 162 KB)

Ø  Generic Flyer: The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan – New Health Coverage Option for
the Uninsured (PDF – 229 KB)

Ø  Web Badge for Partners: Add a PCIP.gov badge to your website.
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http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_new_option_for_the_uninsured_06202011.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_new_option_for_the_uninsured_06202011_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_new_option_for_uninsured_poster_06202011.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_new_option_for_uninsured_poster_06202011.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/stay_connected.html


From: Cody Inman
To: "maryfallin "; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:55:39 PM

 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1   1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7   7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3   3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2   2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2   2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)

Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5   5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2   2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.

Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1   Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.

41033

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002299
mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1   Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2   2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: "maryfallin "; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:55:39 PM

 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1   1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7   7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3   3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2   2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2   2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)

Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5   5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2   2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.

Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1   Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.
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Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1   Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2   2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, 3/1/12
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 11:03:00 AM

 
Mon 2/27-Th3/1
 
Phone Calls:
1-the new state funding surplus isn’t that much. Should use that money for "1 child per couple"
plan.
1-pro-Obamacare
1-Charles Dyer case/treatment was a travesty of justice.
1-re: Capitol repairs.  Just put a surtax on beer and cigarettes would help.
2-against personhood act.
Lots of random calls for Dana, scheduling, etc that I won’t list here
 
Correspondence:
Nothing I haven’t already sent you.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, 3/1/12
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 11:09:27 AM

 
Mon 2/27-Th3/1
 
Phone Calls:
1-the new state funding surplus isn’t that much. Should use that money for "1 child per couple"
plan.
1-pro-Obamacare
1-Charles Dyer case/treatment was a travesty of justice.
1-re: Capitol repairs.  Just put a surtax on beer and cigarettes would help.
2-against personhood act.
Lots of random calls for Dana, scheduling, etc that I won’t list here
 
Correspondence:
Nothing I haven’t already sent you.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, 3/1/12
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 11:03:00 AM

 
Mon 2/27-Th3/1
 
Phone Calls:
1-the new state funding surplus isn’t that much. Should use that money for "1 child per couple"
plan.
1-pro-Obamacare
1-Charles Dyer case/treatment was a travesty of justice.
1-re: Capitol repairs.  Just put a surtax on beer and cigarettes would help.
2-against personhood act.
Lots of random calls for Dana, scheduling, etc that I won’t list here
 
Correspondence:
Nothing I haven’t already sent you.
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:24:47 AM

Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
 
 
Phone Calls:
Protesting a local bar starting in Claremore
Requests for meetings-3
Kudos from someone in UT for GMF
Tulsa business owner-accept Obamacare/Medicaid/exchanges
Needs help with CLEET FOR son who’s dyslexic
Food stamp question for son
Oppose Obamacare
Man recovering from homelessness having issues with drivers license, paying for apartment
Food stamp fraud-checking in on case
 
Correspondence:
Fraud complaint against GA telecom company
Okc Bombing memorial-stop spraying roosting birds and killing them
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:34:04 AM

Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
 
 
Phone Calls:
Protesting a local bar starting in Claremore
Requests for meetings-3
Kudos from someone in UT for GMF
Tulsa business owner-accept Obamacare/Medicaid/exchanges
Needs help with CLEET FOR son who’s dyslexic
Food stamp question for son
Oppose Obamacare
Man recovering from homelessness having issues with drivers license, paying for apartment
Food stamp fraud-checking in on case
 
Correspondence:
Fraud complaint against GA telecom company
Okc Bombing memorial-stop spraying roosting birds and killing them
Don’t support Obamacare
Court of God indicts USA
Issuing protective orders aren’t the business of government
Reconsider parole for Lawrence Van Dusen
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:26:00 AM

Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
 
 
Phone Calls:
Protesting a local bar starting in Claremore
Requests for meetings-3
Kudos from someone in UT for GMF
Tulsa business owner-accept Obamacare/Medicaid/exchanges
Needs help with CLEET FOR son who’s dyslexic
Food stamp question for son
Oppose Obamacare
Man recovering from homelessness having issues with drivers license, paying for apartment
Food stamp fraud-checking in on case
 
Correspondence:
Fraud complaint against GA telecom company
Okc Bombing memorial-stop spraying roosting birds and killing them
Don’t support Obamacare
Court of God indicts USA
Issuing protective orders aren’t the business of government
Reconsider parole for Lawrence Van Dusen
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:24:47 AM

Weekly Constituent Services Report, as of 7/13/12
 
 
Phone Calls:
Protesting a local bar starting in Claremore
Requests for meetings-3
Kudos from someone in UT for GMF
Tulsa business owner-accept Obamacare/Medicaid/exchanges
Needs help with CLEET FOR son who’s dyslexic
Food stamp question for son
Oppose Obamacare
Man recovering from homelessness having issues with drivers license, paying for apartment
Food stamp fraud-checking in on case
 
Correspondence:
Fraud complaint against GA telecom company
Okc Bombing memorial-stop spraying roosting birds and killing them
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report: Feb. 27 - Mar. 2
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:59:32 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Feb. 27 - March 2, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardon and Parole 24% 27 33
All correspondence/phone calls relate to P&P certificates or inquires
about how to obtain a pardon/parole

Human Services 17% 19 24

1- Records Request // 1 - Visitation // 19 - Opposed to the closing of
SORC and NORCE // 2 - In favor of drug tests for benefits // 4 - Child
Support // 1 - Overhaul DHS // 8 - Child Protection // 4 - Adult
Protective Services  // 2 - SNAP benefits

Taxes 15% 28 9

4 - Concern over the tax proposal due to veterans deductions  // 13
- Concern over the tax proposal due to social security // 8 - Concern
due to retirement (including military retirement) income deductions
// Letter from a state employee that is in favor of efforts to reduce
the income tax, but would prefer that state employees be given a
raise first // Constituent is concerned that the only income bracket
that will see benefit is the $30,000-$40,000 range // NBCT bonuses
should be given before the income tax rate is reduced //
Constituent is considering moving to Texas if income tax reduction
is not passed // The tax plan will hurt seniors // The goals of the
state of the state cannot be achieved if the income tax is eliminated
// If deductions are eliminated and taxes are lowered, it is still a tax
increase // General email of opposition // A plan that raises taxes
for 30% of the population is not a tax reduction // DHS needs to be
reorganized before taxes are cut // A tax on beer and cigarettes
would help fund the Capitol repairs

Unemployment 9% 14 9 Assistance with benefits

Corrections 6% 9 6 Complaints about facilities, staff, conditions, misconduct, etc…

Municipal Issues 5% 7 5 Complaints about county jails

Immigration 4% 5 6
Fax transmissions advocating that welfare benefits not be provided
to illegal aliens

Transportation 4% 9

Complaint about the quality of work being done by ODOT
contractors // 8 postcards advocating for passenger rail service
from Ft. Worth to Kansas City through OKC

Jerome Ersland 4% 8 2 Constituents are advocating pardon

Education 2% 4 2

All schools should have metal detectors // Islamic teachings should
not be allowed in schools // Surplus funds should fund retired
teachers benefits // Oklahoma should provide specialized
instruction for students with dyslexia, similar to Texas

Oklahoma Capital Investment
Board 2% 5  

Letters of support for OCIB, one from the former Secretary of
Commerce under Henry Bellmon that set OCIB up

Guns 2% 4
3 constituents against open carry // If open carry is passed, a
holster that requires a thumb release should be mandatory

Health Care 2% 4 1

Email in favor of Obamacare // Griffin Memorial Hospital has too
many violent offenders in the substance abuse program // 2
complaints about Sooner Care processes // Please do not institute
the health care exchange in Oklahoma

Constituents are against any cuts to OETA // The state should
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Budget 1% 1 2 explore open source software to reduce the budget

Federal Issues 1% 2

Constituent would like legislation to be introduced to nullify the
National Defense Authorization Act in Oklahoma // Please
denounce John Sullivan's comments

Miscellaneous 1% 3

An interim study should be done to review the effects of moving to
a unicameral legislature (like Nebraska) // OK should include crimes
committed because of sexual orientation as hate crimes // Blind
vendors are concerned about the legislation that will no longer give
priority to DRS for Capitol facilities (snack bar)

Energy 1% 3

Constituent does not believe he should be required to have a smart
meter on his home (OG&E customer) // Letter from Metro Tech
Centers illustrating their energy efficiency, similar to OSU's //
Support for the Keystone Pipeline

Aerospace 0% 1
More mayors need to be encouraged to denounce the Obama
administration's continued attacks on general aviation

Smoking Ban 0% 1 1 call against the smoking ban

Public Safety 0% 1  School buses in Oklahoma should have seat belts

Daylight Savings Time 0% 1  
Oklahoma should do away with Daylight Savings Time, and leave the
state on Permanent DST

TOTAL 155 100  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report: Feb. 27 - Mar. 2
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:59:32 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Feb. 27 - March 2, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardon and Parole 24% 27 33
All correspondence/phone calls relate to P&P certificates or inquires
about how to obtain a pardon/parole

Human Services 17% 19 24

1- Records Request // 1 - Visitation // 19 - Opposed to the closing of
SORC and NORCE // 2 - In favor of drug tests for benefits // 4 - Child
Support // 1 - Overhaul DHS // 8 - Child Protection // 4 - Adult
Protective Services  // 2 - SNAP benefits

Taxes 15% 28 9

4 - Concern over the tax proposal due to veterans deductions  // 13
- Concern over the tax proposal due to social security // 8 - Concern
due to retirement (including military retirement) income deductions
// Letter from a state employee that is in favor of efforts to reduce
the income tax, but would prefer that state employees be given a
raise first // Constituent is concerned that the only income bracket
that will see benefit is the $30,000-$40,000 range // NBCT bonuses
should be given before the income tax rate is reduced //
Constituent is considering moving to Texas if income tax reduction
is not passed // The tax plan will hurt seniors // The goals of the
state of the state cannot be achieved if the income tax is eliminated
// If deductions are eliminated and taxes are lowered, it is still a tax
increase // General email of opposition // A plan that raises taxes
for 30% of the population is not a tax reduction // DHS needs to be
reorganized before taxes are cut // A tax on beer and cigarettes
would help fund the Capitol repairs

Unemployment 9% 14 9 Assistance with benefits

Corrections 6% 9 6 Complaints about facilities, staff, conditions, misconduct, etc…

Municipal Issues 5% 7 5 Complaints about county jails

Immigration 4% 5 6
Fax transmissions advocating that welfare benefits not be provided
to illegal aliens

Transportation 4% 9

Complaint about the quality of work being done by ODOT
contractors // 8 postcards advocating for passenger rail service
from Ft. Worth to Kansas City through OKC

Jerome Ersland 4% 8 2 Constituents are advocating pardon

Education 2% 4 2

All schools should have metal detectors // Islamic teachings should
not be allowed in schools // Surplus funds should fund retired
teachers benefits // Oklahoma should provide specialized
instruction for students with dyslexia, similar to Texas

Oklahoma Capital Investment
Board 2% 5  

Letters of support for OCIB, one from the former Secretary of
Commerce under Henry Bellmon that set OCIB up

Guns 2% 4
3 constituents against open carry // If open carry is passed, a
holster that requires a thumb release should be mandatory

Health Care 2% 4 1

Email in favor of Obamacare // Griffin Memorial Hospital has too
many violent offenders in the substance abuse program // 2
complaints about Sooner Care processes // Please do not institute
the health care exchange in Oklahoma

Constituents are against any cuts to OETA // The state should

41046

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175247
mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Brett.Thomas@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov


Budget 1% 1 2 explore open source software to reduce the budget

Federal Issues 1% 2

Constituent would like legislation to be introduced to nullify the
National Defense Authorization Act in Oklahoma // Please
denounce John Sullivan's comments

Miscellaneous 1% 3

An interim study should be done to review the effects of moving to
a unicameral legislature (like Nebraska) // OK should include crimes
committed because of sexual orientation as hate crimes // Blind
vendors are concerned about the legislation that will no longer give
priority to DRS for Capitol facilities (snack bar)

Energy 1% 3

Constituent does not believe he should be required to have a smart
meter on his home (OG&E customer) // Letter from Metro Tech
Centers illustrating their energy efficiency, similar to OSU's //
Support for the Keystone Pipeline

Aerospace 0% 1
More mayors need to be encouraged to denounce the Obama
administration's continued attacks on general aviation

Smoking Ban 0% 1 1 call against the smoking ban

Public Safety 0% 1  School buses in Oklahoma should have seat belts

Daylight Savings Time 0% 1  
Oklahoma should do away with Daylight Savings Time, and leave the
state on Permanent DST

TOTAL 155 100  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report: Feb. 27 - Mar. 2
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:59:33 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Feb. 27 - March 2, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardon and Parole 24% 27 33
All correspondence/phone calls relate to P&P certificates or inquires
about how to obtain a pardon/parole

Human Services 17% 19 24

1- Records Request // 1 - Visitation // 19 - Opposed to the closing of
SORC and NORCE // 2 - In favor of drug tests for benefits // 4 - Child
Support // 1 - Overhaul DHS // 8 - Child Protection // 4 - Adult
Protective Services  // 2 - SNAP benefits

Taxes 15% 28 9

4 - Concern over the tax proposal due to veterans deductions  // 13
- Concern over the tax proposal due to social security // 8 - Concern
due to retirement (including military retirement) income deductions
// Letter from a state employee that is in favor of efforts to reduce
the income tax, but would prefer that state employees be given a
raise first // Constituent is concerned that the only income bracket
that will see benefit is the $30,000-$40,000 range // NBCT bonuses
should be given before the income tax rate is reduced //
Constituent is considering moving to Texas if income tax reduction
is not passed // The tax plan will hurt seniors // The goals of the
state of the state cannot be achieved if the income tax is eliminated
// If deductions are eliminated and taxes are lowered, it is still a tax
increase // General email of opposition // A plan that raises taxes
for 30% of the population is not a tax reduction // DHS needs to be
reorganized before taxes are cut // A tax on beer and cigarettes
would help fund the Capitol repairs

Unemployment 9% 14 9 Assistance with benefits

Corrections 6% 9 6 Complaints about facilities, staff, conditions, misconduct, etc…

Municipal Issues 5% 7 5 Complaints about county jails

Immigration 4% 5 6
Fax transmissions advocating that welfare benefits not be provided
to illegal aliens

Transportation 4% 9

Complaint about the quality of work being done by ODOT
contractors // 8 postcards advocating for passenger rail service
from Ft. Worth to Kansas City through OKC

Jerome Ersland 4% 8 2 Constituents are advocating pardon

Education 2% 4 2

All schools should have metal detectors // Islamic teachings should
not be allowed in schools // Surplus funds should fund retired
teachers benefits // Oklahoma should provide specialized
instruction for students with dyslexia, similar to Texas

Oklahoma Capital Investment
Board 2% 5  

Letters of support for OCIB, one from the former Secretary of
Commerce under Henry Bellmon that set OCIB up

Guns 2% 4
3 constituents against open carry // If open carry is passed, a
holster that requires a thumb release should be mandatory

Health Care 2% 4 1

Email in favor of Obamacare // Griffin Memorial Hospital has too
many violent offenders in the substance abuse program // 2
complaints about Sooner Care processes // Please do not institute
the health care exchange in Oklahoma

Constituents are against any cuts to OETA // The state should
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Budget 1% 1 2 explore open source software to reduce the budget

Federal Issues 1% 2

Constituent would like legislation to be introduced to nullify the
National Defense Authorization Act in Oklahoma // Please
denounce John Sullivan's comments

Miscellaneous 1% 3

An interim study should be done to review the effects of moving to
a unicameral legislature (like Nebraska) // OK should include crimes
committed because of sexual orientation as hate crimes // Blind
vendors are concerned about the legislation that will no longer give
priority to DRS for Capitol facilities (snack bar)

Energy 1% 3

Constituent does not believe he should be required to have a smart
meter on his home (OG&E customer) // Letter from Metro Tech
Centers illustrating their energy efficiency, similar to OSU's //
Support for the Keystone Pipeline

Aerospace 0% 1
More mayors need to be encouraged to denounce the Obama
administration's continued attacks on general aviation

Smoking Ban 0% 1 1 call against the smoking ban

Public Safety 0% 1  School buses in Oklahoma should have seat belts

Daylight Savings Time 0% 1  
Oklahoma should do away with Daylight Savings Time, and leave the
state on Permanent DST

TOTAL 155 100  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report: Feb. 27 - Mar. 2
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:59:33 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Feb. 27 - March 2, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardon and Parole 24% 27 33
All correspondence/phone calls relate to P&P certificates or inquires
about how to obtain a pardon/parole

Human Services 17% 19 24

1- Records Request // 1 - Visitation // 19 - Opposed to the closing of
SORC and NORCE // 2 - In favor of drug tests for benefits // 4 - Child
Support // 1 - Overhaul DHS // 8 - Child Protection // 4 - Adult
Protective Services  // 2 - SNAP benefits

Taxes 15% 28 9

4 - Concern over the tax proposal due to veterans deductions  // 13
- Concern over the tax proposal due to social security // 8 - Concern
due to retirement (including military retirement) income deductions
// Letter from a state employee that is in favor of efforts to reduce
the income tax, but would prefer that state employees be given a
raise first // Constituent is concerned that the only income bracket
that will see benefit is the $30,000-$40,000 range // NBCT bonuses
should be given before the income tax rate is reduced //
Constituent is considering moving to Texas if income tax reduction
is not passed // The tax plan will hurt seniors // The goals of the
state of the state cannot be achieved if the income tax is eliminated
// If deductions are eliminated and taxes are lowered, it is still a tax
increase // General email of opposition // A plan that raises taxes
for 30% of the population is not a tax reduction // DHS needs to be
reorganized before taxes are cut // A tax on beer and cigarettes
would help fund the Capitol repairs

Unemployment 9% 14 9 Assistance with benefits

Corrections 6% 9 6 Complaints about facilities, staff, conditions, misconduct, etc…

Municipal Issues 5% 7 5 Complaints about county jails

Immigration 4% 5 6
Fax transmissions advocating that welfare benefits not be provided
to illegal aliens

Transportation 4% 9

Complaint about the quality of work being done by ODOT
contractors // 8 postcards advocating for passenger rail service
from Ft. Worth to Kansas City through OKC

Jerome Ersland 4% 8 2 Constituents are advocating pardon

Education 2% 4 2

All schools should have metal detectors // Islamic teachings should
not be allowed in schools // Surplus funds should fund retired
teachers benefits // Oklahoma should provide specialized
instruction for students with dyslexia, similar to Texas

Oklahoma Capital Investment
Board 2% 5  

Letters of support for OCIB, one from the former Secretary of
Commerce under Henry Bellmon that set OCIB up

Guns 2% 4
3 constituents against open carry // If open carry is passed, a
holster that requires a thumb release should be mandatory

Health Care 2% 4 1

Email in favor of Obamacare // Griffin Memorial Hospital has too
many violent offenders in the substance abuse program // 2
complaints about Sooner Care processes // Please do not institute
the health care exchange in Oklahoma

Constituents are against any cuts to OETA // The state should
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Budget 1% 1 2 explore open source software to reduce the budget

Federal Issues 1% 2

Constituent would like legislation to be introduced to nullify the
National Defense Authorization Act in Oklahoma // Please
denounce John Sullivan's comments

Miscellaneous 1% 3

An interim study should be done to review the effects of moving to
a unicameral legislature (like Nebraska) // OK should include crimes
committed because of sexual orientation as hate crimes // Blind
vendors are concerned about the legislation that will no longer give
priority to DRS for Capitol facilities (snack bar)

Energy 1% 3

Constituent does not believe he should be required to have a smart
meter on his home (OG&E customer) // Letter from Metro Tech
Centers illustrating their energy efficiency, similar to OSU's //
Support for the Keystone Pipeline

Aerospace 0% 1
More mayors need to be encouraged to denounce the Obama
administration's continued attacks on general aviation

Smoking Ban 0% 1 1 call against the smoking ban

Public Safety 0% 1  School buses in Oklahoma should have seat belts

Daylight Savings Time 0% 1  
Oklahoma should do away with Daylight Savings Time, and leave the
state on Permanent DST

TOTAL 155 100  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: AJ Mallory
Subject: Weekly report - Public Affairs
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:56:00 PM

 
Keili:

·         This week I attended the Ag Board Meeting, the Conservation Commission’s Day at the
Capitol, and the Office of Emergency Management’s Day at the Capitol.  I also attended the
legislative meeting on the state park closings with Deby.  Also, today, Cody and I met with
OSF to design a constituent services tracking system. 

·         Next week, I am attending the Turnpike Authority meeting on Monday. 
 

·         This week the majority of my correspondence has been about the closing of state parks,
open carry legislation and the Health Care Exchange Grant, the same with phone calls.

 
·          I am completely caught up on phone calls and proclamations and about 90% caught up on

casework.
 

·         We are not waiting for your approval on anything at this time!!
 

Cody:
 
This week was a great success for getting correspondence in the mail.  I was able to get caught up in
most fields through the first of March.
 
Rebecca and I devised a temporary system for P&P so we can track parole advocate letters. Barrett
and Chrissy were able to enter all current and past P&P letters into a system. GMF is going to use
this spread sheet when she is reviewing cases for parole. It will allow her to see what inmates have
had support or non-support through correspondence.
 
The biggest issue for the week is worker comp reform through email and phone calls.
 
Brett:
 
I’m getting lots of calls about the healthcare exchange program.  I am also working on the Carrie
Schmidt case that AJ was working on.  I am getting many comments and concerns about the possible
closure of SORC in Paul’s Valley.  I have a meeting with Katie on Monday to figure out an appropriate
response because the issue is so complicated from start to finish, though I am familiar with the back
ground of the facility and many issues that it is facing. 
 
This week I attended the Oklahoma Housing Finance Authority Board of Trustees Meeting.  They
inquired about a Bond issue, which the Legal Department has and will present to the Governor on
Monday, and also gave notice that they approved rules and to be expecting that.  The bond issue

has a time stamp of the April 7th.  I also attended the Oklahoma Commission on Youth and Children

41052

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175247
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov


meeting which is the first face to face contact I have had with that.  It was much quicker than
projected to be but very informative. 
 
Next week I will be attending the Career Technology Board meeting on Thursday morning. 
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: AJ Mallory
Subject: Weekly report - Public Affairs
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:55:30 PM

 
Keili:

·         This week I attended the Ag Board Meeting, the Conservation Commission’s Day at the
Capitol, and the Office of Emergency Management’s Day at the Capitol.  I also attended the
legislative meeting on the state park closings with Deby.  Also, today, Cody and I met with
OSF to design a constituent services tracking system. 

·         Next week, I am attending the Turnpike Authority meeting on Monday. 
 

·         This week the majority of my correspondence has been about the closing of state parks,
open carry legislation and the Health Care Exchange Grant, the same with phone calls.

 
·          I am completely caught up on phone calls and proclamations and about 90% caught up on

casework.
 

·         We are not waiting for your approval on anything at this time!!
 

Cody:
 
This week was a great success for getting correspondence in the mail.  I was able to get caught up in
most fields through the first of March.
 
Rebecca and I devised a temporary system for P&P so we can track parole advocate letters. Barrett
and Chrissy were able to enter all current and past P&P letters into a system. GMF is going to use
this spread sheet when she is reviewing cases for parole. It will allow her to see what inmates have
had support or non-support through correspondence.
 
The biggest issue for the week is worker comp reform through email and phone calls.
 
Brett:
 
I’m getting lots of calls about the healthcare exchange program.  I am also working on the Carrie
Schmidt case that AJ was working on.  I am getting many comments and concerns about the possible
closure of SORC in Paul’s Valley.  I have a meeting with Katie on Monday to figure out an appropriate
response because the issue is so complicated from start to finish, though I am familiar with the back
ground of the facility and many issues that it is facing. 
 
This week I attended the Oklahoma Housing Finance Authority Board of Trustees Meeting.  They
inquired about a Bond issue, which the Legal Department has and will present to the Governor on
Monday, and also gave notice that they approved rules and to be expecting that.  The bond issue

has a time stamp of the April 7th.  I also attended the Oklahoma Commission on Youth and Children
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meeting which is the first face to face contact I have had with that.  It was much quicker than
projected to be but very informative. 
 
Next week I will be attending the Career Technology Board meeting on Thursday morning. 
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: AJ Mallory
Subject: Weekly report - Public Affairs
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 4:44:05 PM

Keili:
·         This week I attended the meeting of the Board of Corrections.  Today I spoke at Career Day

for Dove Science Academy.
·         Next week, my meetings include the Ag Board Meeting and the Conservation Commission

Day at the Capitol.  I will also be presenting a proclamation to the Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority for their day at the capitol.  Finally, I am meeting with OSF to work on a constituent
services database. 

 
·         This week the majority of my correspondence has been about the closing of state parks,

Corrections budges, and Public Safety issues.  I have received a number of complaints this
week about judicial proceedings.

 
·         At the moment, I am completely caught up on approving letters, casework, and

proclamations. 
·         This week, I was able to respond to over 100 pieces of correspondence and really made

some headway on my mail pile!
 

·         We are not waiting for your approval on anything at this time!!
 

Cody:
 
Top issues and calls for the week are as follows:
 
Calls and Letters: Tax Commission complaints – no answers, wrong information
Calls and Letters: Workers Comp – I am getting equal amount of calls for yea and nay on passing
new legislation.
Calls and Letters: Pardon and Parole remains my largest case work and correspondence.
Email: The Gov info line is showing as of today concern on the issue of Open Carry. I believe it will be
a hot issue for the beginning of the week. I would advise that we look into a response for
correspondence.
 
Signed approximately 200 pictures, commendations and proclamations.
 
Brett:
 
Making big progress on the Children’s letters, they will be caught up by middle of next week.  This
week I had a special meeting of the board of education on Thursday that I attended.  All they did
was review applications for the General Counsel position, which they did in executive session so
there was not any information shared with the public.  I will be in attendance at the meeting the
next Thursday morning which will be a regularly scheduled meeting.  The Career Technology Board
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Meeting which is normally the third Thursday of the month is scheduled for the 31st. Lots of
correspondence went out.  Also got 30+ commendations done in Tonda’s absence today.  We got
the photos of the Governor today. 
 
We are starting to get complaints about Vital Check.  It’s a company that our Health Department
refers people to in Tennessee to help with the Vital Records Division on time.  I’m looking into and
should be able to give you a fuller report on exactly how many complaints there are.  One of the
complaints I got today said that her contact with the Better Business Bureau in Tennessee has
opened an investigation into their practices.  I’ll contact the office on Monday to Verify the claim. 
 
Next week I have the Department of Education Board Meeting on Thursday.  I will be out of the
office next Friday, I already submitted my paperwork for it. 
 
Goals for next week are to be completely caught up on kids letters and really push on
correspondence. 
 
Also I’m spending at least an hour a day talking to people about the Early Innovator Grant.  Is there
any way we can get the information on it out better to the public or allow it a section on the
website?
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly report and daily counts
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:02:13 PM
Attachments: Daily Issue Count Sheet.xlsx

This week has been very busy.  I’m getting lots of calls about the healthcare exchange program that
do not want or once I explain it to them most of them understand, some of them want the state to
pay for it and a few still don’t want it.  I am doing my best with it.  I am also working on the Carrie
Schmidt case that AJ was working on.  I am getting many comments and concerns about the possible
closure of SORC in Paul’s Valley.  I have a meeting with Katie on Monday to figure out an appropriate
response because the issue is so complicated from start to finish though I am familiar with the back
ground of the facility and many issues that it is facing. 
 
This week I attended the Oklahoma Housing Finance Authority Board of Trustees Meeting.  They
inquired about a Bond issue, which legal has and will present to the Governor on Monday, and also
gave notice that they approved rules and to be expecting that.  The bond issue has a time stamp of

the April 7th.  I also attended the Oklahoma Commission on Youth and Children meeting which is the
first face to face contact I have had with that.  It was much quicker than projected to be but very
informative. 
 
I am out of the Office on Friday March 25.
 
Next week I will be attending the Career Technology Board meeting on Thursday morning.  Goals for
next week are to make headway on correspondence.  I am going to try to come back late Saturday
evening from being at my parents and if that happens I will be in on Sunday to work on
correspondence. 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly report and daily counts
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:02:00 PM
Attachments: Daily Issue Count Sheet.xlsx

This week has been very busy.  I’m getting lots of calls about the healthcare exchange program that
do not want or once I explain it to them most of them understand, some of them want the state to
pay for it and a few still don’t want it.  I am doing my best with it.  I am also working on the Carrie
Schmidt case that AJ was working on.  I am getting many comments and concerns about the possible
closure of SORC in Paul’s Valley.  I have a meeting with Katie on Monday to figure out an appropriate
response because the issue is so complicated from start to finish though I am familiar with the back
ground of the facility and many issues that it is facing. 
 
This week I attended the Oklahoma Housing Finance Authority Board of Trustees Meeting.  They
inquired about a Bond issue, which legal has and will present to the Governor on Monday, and also
gave notice that they approved rules and to be expecting that.  The bond issue has a time stamp of

the April 7th.  I also attended the Oklahoma Commission on Youth and Children meeting which is the
first face to face contact I have had with that.  It was much quicker than projected to be but very
informative. 
 
I am out of the Office on Friday March 25.
 
Next week I will be attending the Career Technology Board meeting on Thursday morning.  Goals for
next week are to make headway on correspondence.  I am going to try to come back late Saturday
evening from being at my parents and if that happens I will be in on Sunday to work on
correspondence. 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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Weekly Report 
To: Denise Northrup 
From: Katie Altshuler, Andrew Silvestri, Craig Perry, Kaleb Bennett 
Re: Week of 02/14/2011-02/18/2011 
 
1. Major Projects: 

Katie/Andrew: 
• Worked on exchange and early innovator grant preparation. 
• Worked on workers comp and tort legislative proposals.  
• Coordinated with NGA and WGA. 
 
Craig: 
• Attended all House Floor sessions.  Attended House Committee meetings and had our intern attend a few as well. 
• Just an FYI and to clear any confusion: The provider fee bill passed out of the Appropriations Subcommittee, not 

the full Appropriations committee this week. 
• Met with Majority Leader Dale DeWitt and he asked that I let him know the Monday Morning Breakfast topics mid-

week so he can schedule members.  I’ll take care of this from now on. 
• Met with Rep. Lewis Moore about several issues.  He wants the Governor to call an Education Summit with OU, 

OSU, and UCO to see what they actually need and how we can cut costs at each institution.   
• Wrote immigration bill summaries for Secretary Hudecki. 
• Updated the House database to reflect House committee and Floor action this week. 
• On Monday I will be meeting with Rep. Josh Cockroft on his bill to phase out the income tax.  Anything I need to 

know or mention at this meeting? 
 

Kaleb: 
• Tort and immigration bill summaries, attended Judiciary, Education, Wildlife & Tourism, Business & Commerce, 

Public Safety and Finance committee hearings, met with Sen. Dan Newberry and Sen. Schultz, attended Joint 
House and Senate approps cmte members lunch, attended Sec. Hendricks DHS presentation, continued updating 
data base.  I’ve read over most of the bills now.   

• Democrats are claiming, not surprisingly, many of the education reform measures particularly the Board of 
Education reforms are power grabs.  Like Sen. Rice, Sen. Sparks pressed Sec. Barresi during the Education 
Cmte meeting on the legality of paying some of her staff with private funds. 

• Discussed with Schultz the timing of the Governor’s nominations.  He wants to be helpful and get these done 
asap.  He made it a point to contrast how they’ve normally waited to the spring but want to expedite them this 
year for the Governor. Schultz also likes Field’s water bill and believes we should get something rather than 
nothing if it should ever come to that.  He also supports using the money to pay for state water projects and 
authored a bill to that end.  This bill did get passed out of committee this week.  

• Newberry was fishing as to whether or not the Governor would support his education tax credit bill.  I told him she 
is working with leadership on all education reform efforts but is not committed to anything yet.  He doesn’t like 
Jolley’s alcohol code “modernization” efforts.  He believes it’s a political hot potato and would rather not let it 
advance.  He asked how the Governor felt about the subject.  After speaking with Sec. Coffee I told him she isn’t 
very interested in the subject.   

• Problem: Hendricks claims state Medicaid roles have risen nearly 44% from ’02 to ’10.  As of last year over 
885,000 Oklahomans were on Medicaid.  779,000 receive food stamps, a 62% increase from ’02 to ’10.  
Obviously there’s some double counting here.  

 
2.  Follow-up/Action Needed 

None 
 
3.  Important Coming Week Information/Activity 
House: 
-Reynolds’ stem cell bill 
-Steele’s sentencing and pardon and parole bill. 
-There is a theme next week for bills that reduce fees.   
-A bill that deal with the Governor’s protection.  It changes the word “him” to “governor” and also it appears to take away 
the Lt. Gov’s protection and vehicle unless he is acting Governor. 
-Dank has a tax credit task force bill, and also a bill to require tax credits to be reported to the OK Tax Commission. 
-Morrissette’s bill to send a vote of the people a measure that would prohibit a former legislator from employment or 
compensation from any state governmental agency within two years of the end of the legislators term 
Senate: 
-Sen. Ford’s trial de novo bill will be heard, as will his expansion of charter schools measure 
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly report
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 4:40:30 PM

 
This week has been interesting.  Making big progress on the Children’s letters they will be caught up
by middle of next week.  This week I had a special meeting of the board of education on Thursday
that I attended.  All they did was review applications for the General Counsel position, which they
did in executive session so there was not any information shared with the public.  I will be in
attendance at the meeting the next Thursday morning which will be a regularly scheduled meeting. 
The Career Technology Board Meeting which is normally the third Thursday of the month is

scheduled for the 31st. Lots of correspondence went out.  Also got 30+ commendations done in
Tonda’s absence today.  We got the photos of the Governor today. 
 
We are starting to get complaints about Vital Check.  It’s a company that our Health Department
refers people to in Tennessee to help with the Vital Records Division on time.  I’m looking into and
should be able to give you a fuller report on exactly how many complaints there are.  One of the
complaints I got today said that her contact with the Better Business Bureau in Tennessee has
opened an investigation into their practices.  I’ll contact the office on Monday to Verify the claim. 
 
Next week I have the Department of Education Board Meeting on Thursday.  Oklahoma Housing

Finance Authority has a Board of Trustees meeting on the 23rd that I will be at.  The Oklahoma

Commission on Children and Youth has a meeting on the 24th at the same time as the Education
Board Meeting.  Is there a preference to which one you would like me to go to?  I will be out of the
office next Friday, I already submitted my paperwork for it. 
 
Goals for next week are to be completely caught up on kids letters and really push on
correspondence. 
 
Also I’m spending at least an hour a day talking to people about the Early Innovator Grant.  Is there
anyway we can get the information on it out better to the public or allow it a section on the
website?
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly report
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 4:40:00 PM

 
This week has been interesting.  Making big progress on the Children’s letters they will be caught up
by middle of next week.  This week I had a special meeting of the board of education on Thursday
that I attended.  All they did was review applications for the General Counsel position, which they
did in executive session so there was not any information shared with the public.  I will be in
attendance at the meeting the next Thursday morning which will be a regularly scheduled meeting. 
The Career Technology Board Meeting which is normally the third Thursday of the month is

scheduled for the 31st. Lots of correspondence went out.  Also got 30+ commendations done in
Tonda’s absence today.  We got the photos of the Governor today. 
 
We are starting to get complaints about Vital Check.  It’s a company that our Health Department
refers people to in Tennessee to help with the Vital Records Division on time.  I’m looking into and
should be able to give you a fuller report on exactly how many complaints there are.  One of the
complaints I got today said that her contact with the Better Business Bureau in Tennessee has
opened an investigation into their practices.  I’ll contact the office on Monday to Verify the claim. 
 
Next week I have the Department of Education Board Meeting on Thursday.  Oklahoma Housing

Finance Authority has a Board of Trustees meeting on the 23rd that I will be at.  The Oklahoma

Commission on Children and Youth has a meeting on the 24th at the same time as the Education
Board Meeting.  Is there a preference to which one you would like me to go to?  I will be out of the
office next Friday, I already submitted my paperwork for it. 
 
Goals for next week are to be completely caught up on kids letters and really push on
correspondence. 
 
Also I’m spending at least an hour a day talking to people about the Early Innovator Grant.  Is there
anyway we can get the information on it out better to the public or allow it a section on the
website?
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Reports
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 5:06:00 PM
Attachments: 20110406150801242.pdf

Daily Issue Count Sheet.xlsx

This week was pretty steady.  With the rise in media attention dealing with the HB2130, I made it a
priority to send out a response within 24 hours to all incoming mail and was able to do that all week
long.  I am waiting on the HB1380 (trial de novo) response so I can start replying to those.  I met with
a group of constituent yesterday that came in to talk about the healthcare exchange.  They showed
up to the office and wanted to meet with someone.  They did present an organizational chart that
was developed by the steering committee which they wanted me to pass along.  It is attached, they
believe that there are many areas in which they believe the Federal Government will be too
involved and they asked that we send the money back. 
 
Next week I will be attending the Regional Food Bank event on Monday Morning and presenting
letters of commendation for students donating their livestock projects to the Regional Food Bank. 
Beyond that there is no other large events going on next week.
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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		Housing				1		Had woman call that is homeless and needs assistance in paying first month and deposit of apartment.  I referred her to OHFA and they tried to contact her but were unable to

		HB 1380- elimination of "trial de novo"		3				All three were opposed to it.

		HB2135-deals with smoking in public		23				all were in support of the legislation

		HB 2075		1				In support of the legislation that change retirement benefits for legislators
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Weekly Reports
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 5:06:26 PM
Attachments: 20110406150801242.pdf

Daily Issue Count Sheet.xlsx

This week was pretty steady.  With the rise in media attention dealing with the HB2130, I made it a
priority to send out a response within 24 hours to all incoming mail and was able to do that all week
long.  I am waiting on the HB1380 (trial de novo) response so I can start replying to those.  I met with
a group of constituent yesterday that came in to talk about the healthcare exchange.  They showed
up to the office and wanted to meet with someone.  They did present an organizational chart that
was developed by the steering committee which they wanted me to pass along.  It is attached, they
believe that there are many areas in which they believe the Federal Government will be too
involved and they asked that we send the money back. 
 
Next week I will be attending the Regional Food Bank event on Monday Morning and presenting
letters of commendation for students donating their livestock projects to the Regional Food Bank. 
Beyond that there is no other large events going on next week.
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8862
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
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		HB2135-deals with smoking in public		23				all were in support of the legislation

		HB 2075		1				In support of the legislation that change retirement benefits for legislators
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom (  Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann
(bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus (
Brian Nutt (  carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey
(Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us;
dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt (debbie ); Denise
Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug
Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ; Eric Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov);
griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim
Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista
Carman (  Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren
Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard
(  rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness (
Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith (
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: What’s In a Waiver? An Admission That ObamaCare Destroys Jobs, Increases Costs
Date: Monday, May 23, 2011 5:49:16 PM

Speaker of the House John Boehner

What’s In a Waiver? An Admission That ObamaCare
Destroys Jobs, Increases Costs
 
May 23, 2011 | Posted by Don Seymour | Permalink

So far, the Obama Administration has issued more than 1,300 waivers temporarily exempting more

than 3 million Americans from the Democrats’ health care law. Each waiver is a clear admission by
the Administration that – contrary to the promises – ObamaCare threatens jobs and economic
growth and makes health care more expensive. Here’s a look at how ObamaCare…

…THREATENS JOBS & ECONOMIC GROWTH: “Mr. Obama’s own Medicare chief actuary

now acknowledges that Obamacare may cause up to 20 million Americans to lose their current

health insurance policies, and doctors are increasingly leaving Medicare, Medicaid and the

practice of medicine altogether. … The Congressional Budget Office’s budget director
estimates the law actually will destroy 800,000 jobs. ... The now-familiar monthly trickling
down of new waivers is, at best, a tacit admission that Obamacare is a failure.”

(Obamacare waiver corruption must stop, Washington Times, 5/20/11)

…MAKES HEALTH CARE MORE EXPENSIVE: “In a bizarre near-admission that the so

called ‘Affordable Care Act’ is anything but, the White House issued a blog post defending

itself. It is issuing waivers that exempt employers ‘from the annual limit provision of the law if it

would disrupt access to existing insurance arrangements or adversely affect premiums,

causing people to lose coverage.’ In other words, Obamacare would cause people to lose

41065

mailto:Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:aparis@state.pa.us
mailto:arthur.clark@guam.gov
mailto:Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov
mailto:mcbrideb@michigan.gov
mailto:mcbrideb@michigan.gov
mailto:Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov
mailto:dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov
mailto:hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us
mailto:jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov
mailto:jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov
mailto:jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov
mailto:barnesj7@michigan.gov
mailto:jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov
mailto:jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov
mailto:jen.hein@nebraska.gov
mailto:jbranstett@state.pa.us
mailto:jim.soyer@state.sd.us
mailto:jim.soyer@state.sd.us
mailto:jmcallahan@state.pa.us
mailto:John.Katz@alaska.gov
mailto:katyoder_99@yahoo.com
mailto:keith.gardner@state.nm.us
mailto:kristacarman@mac.com
mailto:lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
mailto:lrussell@rgppc.org
mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us
mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us
mailto:marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us
mailto:Mark.Cate@tn.gov
mailto:mary.mayhew@maine.gov
mailto:mschrimpf@rga.org
mailto:nguillemard@prfaa.com
mailto:renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us
mailto:rspendlove@utah.gov
mailto:slevey@rgppc.org
mailto:sirena.ramirez@guam.gov
mailto:timpearson@gov.sc.gov
mailto:wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov
mailto:Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
http://speaker.house.gov/Components/Redirect/twitter.aspx?url=http://speaker.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=ZFVZR46STHM7GRF622OGXPZPII&name=What%e2%80%99s+In+a+Waiver%3f+An+Admission+That+ObamaCare+Destroys+Jobs%2c+Increases+Costs
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://speaker.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=ZFVZR46STHM7GRF622OGXPZPII&t=What%e2%80%99s+In+a+Waiver%3f+An+Admission+That+ObamaCare+Destroys+Jobs%2c+Increases+Costs
http://speaker.gov/news/email/ForwardFriend/?MessageID=ZFVZR46STHM7GRF622OGXPZPII&Email=Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=139728-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=139729-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=139730-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=139730-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=139731-3477662


their insurance coverage or cause costs to go up if they don't grant these waivers.
Wasn't Obamacare supposed to do just the opposite?” (Obamacare repeal means waivers

for everybody, Washington Examiner, 5/23/11)

…FORCES AMERICANS OUT OF COVERAGE THEY LIKE: “To date, the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services has granted federal health care law exemptions to more than

three million American workers covered by more than 1,300 unions, companies and insurers

that had voluntarily offered low-cost health plans with annual benefit limits. Meddling

ObamaCare architects outlawed those private plans in the name of ‘patients' rights.’ But

without special waivers, the escapees would have been forced to hike premiums or drop
insurance coverage altogether for mostly low-wage, seasonal and part-time workers.”

(How does one get 'waived'?, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 5/23/11)

…NEEDS TO BE REPEALED & DEFUNDED: “It makes sense that labor unions, states and

companies of all sizes want to escape Obamacare’s costly requirements. That’s because it’s
clear that Obamacare already isn’t working, even though the law is barely out of the
gate. But granting waivers here and there merely postpones the effects of the law for a couple

of years. It’s not the solution America needs. A better idea would be to repeal Obamacare
and grant America a permanent nationwide waiver.” (How about a National Obamacare

Waiver?, Heritage Foundation, 5/18/11)

Grace-Marie Turner asked in today’s Washington Examiner, “Can't we all just get a waiver from
Obamacare?” By voting to repeal and defund ObamaCare, that’s exactly what Republicans are

looking to do: permanently protect all families and small businesses from the budget-busting law’s job-

destroying mandates, tax hikes, and penalties. Learn more here.

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH)

H-232, THE CAPITOL
(202) 225-0600 | SPEAKER.GOV
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Office of the Majority Whip 

Honorable Kevin McCarthy (CA-22) 

H-107, The Capitol * Washington, DC 20515 * (202) 225-0197 

 

 

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING  

ABOUT THE HOUSE REPUBLICANS’ BUDGET PROPOSAL 
APRIL 7, 2011 

 

Business, industry, and issue advocacy group leaders have overwhelmingly come out in 

support of Chairman Paul Ryan’s House Republican Budget Proposal.  Here is what they are 

saying: 

 

 

BUSINESS/INDUSTRY GROUPS: 

 

Associated Builders and Contractors:  “We commend your leadership on making difficult 

decisions and moving forward with a budget plan that will put Americans back to work and the 

construction industry back on its feet.” 
(Geoffrey Burr, Vice President of ABC Federal Affairs, Letter to House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan) 

 

Business Roundtable:  “Policymakers must manage down the deficit and debt and curtail the 

growth in federal spending, including reforming entitlement programs where the most rapid 

growth is occurring.” 
(Business Roundtable, Meaningful Budget Reform) 

 

International Franchise Association:  “The framework House Budget Committee Chairman 

Ryan has proposed finally confronts many of the cost drivers of our nation’s long-term fiscal 

challenges.”  
(Steve Caldeira, IFA President & CEO,  Budget Proposal Paves Way for Franchise Businesses to Create Jobs) 

  

National Association of Wholesaler-Distributors:  “Allowing our country to continue 

spending without restraint will inevitably lead to calls for ever-higher taxes – taxes that will take 

from the private sector resources necessary for job creation and economic growth. This 

downward spiral threatens our fiscal security and jeopardizes for future generations the 

entitlement programs that today demand reform.” 
(Dirk Van Dongen, President; Jade West, Senior Vice President of NAW,  NAW Letter to House Budget Committee) 

 

National Federation of Independent Business:  “On behalf of the National Federation of 

Independent Business (NFIB), the nation’s leading small business advocacy organization, thank 

you for your efforts to address our nation’s fiscal problems…Unsustainable government growth 

crowds out the private sector and leads to negative economic consequences like higher tax rates 

– small businesses know that they cannot grow and create jobs under such conditions.” 
(Susan Eckerly, NFIB Senior Vice President, NFIB Letter to Budget Chairman Paul Ryan) 
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H-107, The Capitol * Washington, DC 20515 * (202) 225-0197 

 

 

National Restaurant Association:  “After a preliminary review of the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget 

Resolution, we write on behalf of the National Restaurant Association to applaud your bold 

efforts to spur job creation by reining in government spending and addressing the national debt.” 

 

“Our members believe that government spending, the overall national debt, tax and health care 

reform must be addressed. If enacted, this budget resolution will help restaurateurs across the 

country create jobs that our economy desperately needs.” 

(National Restaurant Association, NRA Letter to Budget Chairman Paul Ryan) 

 

Tax Relief Coalition:  “House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan has just released a 

budget blueprint that provides a pathway for reforming a broken tax system to make America 

more competitive; his proposal confronts the drivers of our nation’s debt – escalating entitlement 

costs – and, as a result, avoids an otherwise inevitable massive tax increase that would hinder job 

creation and slow economic growth. Chairman Ryan has put forward a budget that will help spur 

job creation and economic growth and that will help save the nation’s critical health and 

retirement security programs.” 
(Tax Relief Coalition, Letter to Members of the U.S. House and Senate) 

 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce:  “The Chamber applauds House Budget Committee Chairman 

Paul Ryan, who began this process with the release of his budget outline to rein in spending, 

deficits, and debt while reforming our nation’s broken tax code and restructuring entitlements to 

ensure they protect current generations while beginning to preserve critical health and retirement 

security programs for future generations.” 

 

“There is simply no way spiraling spending and mounting debt can be sustained without 

economically crippling tax increases.” 

 

“The cost of doing nothing is not acceptable…The time for action is now.” 
(R. Bruce Josten, Executive Vice President of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Chamber Letter to Members of the 

House of Representatives) 

 

 

 

ISSUE ADVOCACY GROUPS 

 

60 Plus Association:  "This is what the people have been waiting for, true leadership to deliver 

on the promises that swept Republicans to historic gains last November.”  
(60 Plus Association Chairman Jim Martin’s, Ryan Budget Saves Entitlements) 
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Americans for Prosperity: “I applaud Congressman Ryan for introducing a bold, serious 

proposal to tackle the country’s fiscal crisis and put our nation on the path to prosperity.”  

 

“Already, the Left is launching venomous, almost hysterical, attacks against this commonsense 

effort to repair the federal budget and get our economy moving again with real job creation.  

Americans had heard their tired “us versus them” rhetoric before and Americans have been down 

their failed road of bigger government, bigger deficits and job crushing debt.” 
(Americans for Prosperity, A Bold and Serious Proposal) 

 

Americans for Tax Reform:  “In stark contrast to the foolhardy budget offered by the President, 

who proposed a $1.5 trillion tax hike to triple the debt in ten years, the GOP budget increases 

economic growth by over $1.5 trillion in its first decade.” 

 

“The thoughtful solutions proposed in the GOP Budget show the country can restore its fiscal 

health and save taxpayers from the foolhardy decisions of the past few years.” 
(Americans for Tax Reform, Conservatives Have Their Budget) 

 

Ethics and Public Policy Center:  “What it does is to restore the GOP’s reputation for 

intellectual vitality.” 
(Peter Wehner, Ethics & Public Policy Center, A Party of Ideas) 

 

Heritage Foundation:  “House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan’s budget proposal, for 

the first time in recent memory, sets our nation on a different and better path… This is a 

monumental budget proposal for monumental times, and it opens a serious and necessary 

conversation about the future of our nation and its great legacy of freedom, opportunity, and self-

government.” 
(Heritage Foundation, Chairman Ryan’s Budget Resolution Changes America’s Course) 

 

Heritage Action for America:  “America’s current path is unsustainable and House Budget 

Chairman Paul Ryan’s budget seeks to set our nation on a different, more sustainable and 

prosperous course.” 
(Michael A. Needham, CEO of Heritage Action for America, Bold Budget Proposal) 

 

National Taxpayers Union:  “The Path to Prosperity has elevated the debate on tax and 

spending policy in Congress to a thoughtful level not seen in years.”  
(NTU Executive Vice President Pete Sepp, Beginning of Adult Conversation in Congress) 

 

Tax Foundation:  “This will assure that government spending does not consume an increasing 

share of the private sector while making the tax code far more conducive to a growing 

economy.” 
(Scott A. Hodge, Tax Foundation President, Ryan Plan Smartly Marries Tax Reform with Spending Reform) 
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From: Jonathan Small
To: Jonathan Small
Subject: When creating jobs isn"t
Date: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 4:52:19 PM

When creating jobs isn’t
By Jonathan Small, CPA · Tue, Sep 06, 2011 11:10 AM CDT 
Jobs and Economy

For quite some time, we have heard from President Barack Obama and his administration
about the various things that government does to create jobs. 
For example, on August 10, White House Press Secretary Jay Carney stated emphatically that
extending unemployment benefits created jobs. Carney responded to questions about creating
jobs by saying, "There are few other ways that can directly put money into the economy than
applying unemployment insurance. . . .Every place [that] money is spent has added business
and that creates growth and income for businesses that leads them to decisions about jobs,
more hiring. So, there are few other ways that can directly put money into the economy than
applying unemployment insurance…”
On August 16, in an interview with MSNBC, President Barack Obama’s Secretary of
Agriculture Tom Vilsack stated that the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or the
food stamp program, “obviously is putting people to work. . . . You have to recognize that
it’s (food stamps) also an economic stimulus. Every dollar of SNAP (food stamp) benefits
generates $1.84 in the economy in terms of economic activity.” Incredulously, Vilsack further
stated that food stamp benefits are “the most direct stimulus you can get into the economy
during tough times.”
Oklahoma business owners and lawmakers trying to boost Oklahoma’s economy in spite of
federal government intervention, rest assured. According to the current administration, you
create jobs by paying unemployment insurance taxes, which reduces the amount of money
your business has available to add additional jobs for your business and reduces the amount
of money you have available to pay for things like higher salaries to yourself and your
employees.
Oklahoma families, who are facing rising costs for food, transportation, health care (due in
part to Obamacare), and higher education, take heart. The more of your property that is taken
from you in the form of federal income taxes, the more jobs you create through government
programs like the food stamp program. According to the current administration, you can’t
spend your dollar at the same rate of return that your dollar would be spent if it were taken

41070

mailto:jonathan@ocpathink.org
mailto:jonathan@ocpathink.org
http://www.ocpathink.org/articles?tagged_with=Jobs
http://www.ocpathink.org/articles?tagged_with=Economy
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2011/08/10/carney_unemployment_benefits_could_create_up_to_1_million_jobs.html
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2011/08/16/obama_ag_secretary_vilsack_food_stamps_are_a_stimulus.html


from you and spent through government programs like the food stamp program.
This line of thinking is preposterous!  As we have written previously, this form of “creating
jobs” is really based on the politics of envy. Whenever government creates a job, it comes at
a high cost – much like the $278,000 cost per job created by the stimulus.  

This week, the President will speak before a joint session of Congress, presenting his plan on
how to address the weakened economy. Based on his track record, unless there was something
in the water at Martha’s Vineyard, we are going to hear more of the same failed
interventionist policies he has subjected Americans to since he entered the Office. 

What he should say, but undoubtedly won’t is, “Let me be clear: myself, federal lawmakers
and government must get out of the way of economic growth and individual freedom. It is
time to permanently limit government’s ability to take someone’s property to no more than
10% of a person’s income.” One could only dream. 

Let’s hope and pray that federal lawmakers recently returning from their August break have
heard loud and clear from taxpayers, as President Ronald Reagan once said, “Government is
not a solution to our problem, government is the problem.”

http://www.ocpathink.org/articles/1517
 
Jonathan Small, CPA
Fiscal Policy Director
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs

1401 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Work: (405) 602-1667
Cell: (405)
ocpathink.org
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Health Policy Matters

Friday, July, 22, 2011

Where Are the Jobs? Gone to ObamaCare
By Grace-Marie Turner

Maybe not every one, but, from my conversations with

business owners and entrepreneurs across the country, it is

inescapable that ObamaCare is killing job creation and

smothering the recovery.

And now we have a study that shows the correlation: The

Heritage Foundation's James Sherk compared job growth

before and after the health overhaul law passed in March of

2010.
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Job creation has basically flatlined. Before the health overhaul

law passed, the number of new jobs was soaring. Private-

sector job creation had improved by an average of nearly

68,000 a month in the 15 months before April 2010. But in the

15 months since then, it has slowed to an average of 6,500 a

month.

Sherk points out in his paper that "correlation cannot prove

causation." But he says the evidence "does lend strong weight

to the voices of business who say that the law is preventing

hiring."

He quotes Dennis Lockhart, president of the Federal Reserve

Bank of Atlanta, as saying that "the lack of clarity about the

cost implications of the recent health care legislation" is a

prominent factor in the sluggish recovery.

"We've frequently heard strong comments to the effect of 'my

company won't hire a single additional worker until  we know

what health insurance costs are going to be,'" the Fed

president said.
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When Speaker Boehner asks, "Where are the jobs?" the

answer is increasingly clear.

A trillion-dollar "glitch": And the cost of ObamaCare to

taxpayers keeps rising. The Hill carried an important article

Thursday about "a glitch" in the health law -- one that could

mean a trillion-dollar underestimate of the true cost of

ObamaCare.

Under the law, employees can obtain subsidized health

insurance if their employer plan is "unaffordable," meaning that

it costs more than 9.5% if their income.

Let's take a worker who has been getting a family health plan

through her job. Apparently when congressional scorekeepers

analyzed the bill before it passed last year, they decided that if

the health plan that the employer was offering for an individual
was affordable to the worker, that the worker wouldn't be

eligible for subsidies in the exchange. But what if the family
plan the employer offered cost 20% of the worker's salary?

Too bad. The scorekeepers assumed she wouldn't be eligible

for subsidies.

The decision clearly was crucial to keeping the price tag of the

total bill under the president's $1 trillion limit, but liberal

advocates now are worried about the impact. One admitted,

"We're going to have middle-class families extremely unhappy

with health reform in 2014, because they'll basically be facing

financial penalties for not buying coverage when they don't

have access to any affordable options."

The "glitch" explains the previously puzzling CBO
estimate that only 9 to 10 million people who currently get

health insurance at work would be switched to government-

subsidized insurance in the exchanges. The (fictional) cost of

ObamaCare could be kept under $1 trillion as long as they

didn't count all the people who would really go into the

exchanges.

But if employers drop coverage completely, pay the federal

fine, and send their employees to the exchanges, then their

employees will be eligible for subsidized coverage. In a study

last year, former CBO director and now president of the

American Action Forum, Douglas Holtz-Eakin, says that as

many as 35 million more people will flood into the exchanges,

driving up the cost of ObamaCare by $1 trillion or more.

So we have a trillion-dollar "glitch" in ObamaCare's cost.

Repeal and replace, anyone?

Higher costs for seniors: One thing is clear from the debt

ceiling controversy swirling in Washington: There is absolutely,

positively no way to solve the debt problem unless we get

entitlement spending under control. And ObamaCare
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compounds the entitlement problem by piling trillions more

debt obligations on top of the mountain of debt we already

have.

One of the most deceptive budget gimmicks on the debt

negotiating table in Washington right now is one that would

pretend to reduce the government's deficit by increasing drug

costs for seniors.

Here's how it works:

A proposal by Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA) and Sen. Jay

Rockefeller (D-WV) would require drug companies to pay a

rebate to the federal government for prescription drugs sold

through Medicare Part D for low-income seniors. President

Obama has endorsed the scheme. It's basically a tax that drug

companies would have to pay to provide drugs to low-income

seniors who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.

But Doug Holtz-Eakin and his colleague at the American

Action Forum, Michael Ramlet, show that the rebates would

translate into higher costs for other seniors in their new paper,

"Cost shifting debt reduction to America's seniors." They find

the scheme could increase Medicare drug plan premium costs

for up to 17 million seniors by as much as 40 percent.

Pharmaceutical companies already are required to pay

rebates to states for the right to sell their products to Medicaid

patients, and it has been demonstrated that this increases

prescription drug costs in the private market. The latest plan

for Medicare drug rebates would only add to the "tangled web

of cost shifting" in the U.S. health sector, they explain.

This rebate tax is not a way to cut government spending but is

simply a ploy to shift higher costs to seniors. Congress should

look elsewhere for real savings rather than resorting to

gimmicks that will trick seniors into picking up the bill.
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CLIP OF THE WEEK

Eakinomics: Medicare Part D
Former CBO Director and American Action Forum President Doug Holtz-Eakin walks through the liberal

plan to achieve savings through mandatory Part D rebates. Holtz-Eakin's new study reveals this plan

does little to help Americans and will drastically increase the cost for seniors from 19% - 39%. 

Watch now >>
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Grace-Marie Turner
National Review Online: Critical Condition, 07/21/11

Health Secretary Kathleen Sebelius testified before two hearings in one week about the controversial

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). She did everything she could to downplay its powers. But

IPAB symbolizes everything that is wrong with ObamaCare -- taking power away from doctors and

patients and putting it in the hands of elite experts who have virtually no accountability to voters. And

IPAB will be charged with cutting payments even more than current law already does in order to reach

ever-declining statutory targets. Unless Congress can muster super-majority votes to come up with its

own cuts to reach the same targets, the dictates of these unelected technocrats will carry the force of

law. 

Read More »
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cut costs.

WHO SAID THAT?
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Rush, how are you going to
stand up to Russia?"
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16%
The portion of U.S. teachers -- down from 28

percent in 2010 -- who believe tying their pay to

student performance is "absolutely essential" or

"very important" to keep good teachers,

according to a recent survey.
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Which States Are Most Innovative? 
By Melissa Maynard, Stateline Staff Writer

Students of politics have long debated why some states are quick to adopt new
policies while some wait years for others to try them out first. A new study
takes a comprehensive look at state innovation over time.
Full Story

Openly Gay Lawmakers Selected To Lead Chambers 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

Oregon Representative Tina Kotek is poised to join openly gay lawmakers in
Colorado and Washington as a leader of a state legislative chamber. 
Full Story

Oklahoma Among States Limiting Property Taxes 
By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline Staff Writer

Lowering property taxes is always popular, and results from the November 6
elections show this year was no exemption.
Full Story

US: How red-state governors are opening the door to Obamacare 
Some Republican governors, and more than a dozen others in red states around
the country, have decided it’s better to have Obamacare forced on them than to
legitimize it by setting up their own exchanges, even if that means empowering
the federal government at the expense of the states.
Full Story politico.com

FL: Fallout from privatizing prison healthcare: layoffs
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Nearly 2,000 state workers are being displaced from Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s
administration because of the nation’s biggest outsourcing of prison health care.
Full Story miamiherald.com

KS: Kobach at center of Kansas postelection fight
The postelection legal battle between Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach
and a legislative critic resolved little, but it provided another example of how
disputes involving Kobach often can pivot to questions about his motives.
Full Story kansascity.com

IA: Legalized marijuana: Is Iowa next?
State Representative Bruce Hunter says he will pre-introduce a bill that would
decriminalize marijuana in Iowa. In states such as Nebraska and Minnesota
that have done so, those caught in possession of small amounts of marijuana
wouldn’t necessarily be sentenced to jail, as long as they weren’t dealing the
drug.
Full Story desmoinesregister.com

KY: Atheists ask U.S. Supreme Court to hear case on 'God' in
Kentucky law 
Citizens represented by the group American Atheists are asking the U.S.
Supreme Court to hear their appeal of a lawsuit challenging a Kentucky law that
credits Almighty God with homeland security. The Kentucky Supreme Court
refused to review the law earlier this year.
Full Story courier-journal.com

AL: Ruling soon on isolation of inmates with H.I.V. 
Alabama and South Carolina are the only states where H.I.V.-positive inmates
are isolated from other prisoners. The goal is to stop the spread of the virus,
which causes AIDS, and to reduce medical costs. The Alabama Corrections
Department’s concern is that H.I.V. will spread through consensual sex,
through rape or through blood when inmates give one another tattoos. But
H.I.V.-positive prisoners they are stigmatized by the isolation and are denied
equal treatment.
Full Story nytimes.com

PA: Democrat-positive election may spell trouble for Gov. Tom
Corbett's re-election
This month's election results created a less friendly political landscape for Gov.
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Tom Corbett as he prepares for his 2014 campaign, with Democrats newly
elected to attorney general and auditor general pledging to hold the Republican
governor accountable and a narrower Senate GOP majority that could
complicate his path to success.
Full Story pennlive.com

MO: Jay Nixon notifies feds that Missouri won't create insurance
exchange
In his letter, Nixon cites the Nov. 6 passage of Prop E, which bars his
administration from creating a state-based exchange without a vote of the
Legislature or the public. “In response to today’s departmental deadline, and
under present circumstances, a state-based exchange is not an option for
Missouri at this time,” he writes.
Full Story stltoday.com

TX: Sexual assault case could open door for reviews
Could wrongful convictions for sexual assault be the next frontier for Texas
junk science cases? Advocates for four San Antonio women imprisoned for the
sexual assault of two young girls 15 years ago say their case could open the door
for reviews of medical examinations in similar convictions.
Full Story texastribune.org

IL: Quinn's pension marketing push is derided as 'juvenile'
After months of promising a major grass-roots effort to win public support for
reforming the state's government worker pension system, Gov. Pat Quinn on
Sunday unveiled a plan that featured an incomplete online strategy, children
wearing red plastic megaphones and an animated "Squeezy the Pension
Python" mascot.
Full Story chicagotribune.com

IL: NJ: Christie appears on 'SNL' wearing famous fleece: 'I'm going
to die in this fleece'
Gov. Chris Christie can't get enough of "Saturday Night Live."
Full Story chicagotribune.com
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on the issue, advocates on both sides of the
argument are now making their voices heard at
the local level.

3. Nearly 1/2 of GOP Govs May
Reject Medicaid Expansion
More than a dozen Republican governors,
including Rick Perry of Texas, have said they will
or suggested they might decline to expand their
Medicaid program.

WHO SAID THAT?

 You should never worry
about the consequences of doing
what's right."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

12
The number of states that have considered

offering government-run retirement plans for

private-sector employees. Massachusetts is the

only one to pass such a policy.

More Digits

Management Challenge

Tracking absenteeism and leave manually leads to large,

unexpected costs that may threaten the financial viability

of the public sector. Click here to learn more.

FROM THE BLOGS

Government Construction Spending Plummets to Nearly 7-
Year Low
While private sector development has fueled construction industry growth, government
spending has dropped to the lowest level since 2006.
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Medicaid Expansion Complicates Health Insurance
Exchanges
Health-care executives and public officials say complexity and uncertainty reign as
states continue to build online insurance marketplaces.
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State-Run Pensions for Private-Sector Employees Proposed
The idea has been introduced in at least a dozen states since 2006, including four this
year.

View | Read more

How ‘Ideation’ Is Growing Business in Memphis
The Tennessee city’s Innovation Delivery Team launched a collaborative effort to
generate and implement ideas to spark commerce in struggling neighborhoods.
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While Obama seeks new ideas, his bureaucrats stifle themNearly a year ago, Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
and his health care policy team came up with a simple way to save the state's Medicaid program a lot of
money. Why not have Medicaid recipients and applicants handle their paperwork online? Using e-mail
and a special Web site rather than paper, Herbert calculated, would save Utah about $6.3 million a year.
"It seemed like a no-brainer to us," says the governor.
The problem was, going paperless required a rules waiver from the Department of Health and Human
Services. And that's where the idea ran into a brick wall.
"We tried for eight months to get the waiver," says Herbert. HHS delayed and delayed and delayed --
and then finally said no. "The denial we got back from the secretary of HHS was by e-mail, of all
things," Herbert says, pausing a second for the listener to take it in. "The irony is rich."
It might seem odd that a governor would need to become personally involved in the question of
whether his state can use e-mail to deal with Medicaid recipients, but that's what happened next. Still
determined to go paperless -- "I know in Washington it's chump change, but for Utah, $6.3 million is
real money" -- Herbert traveled to the nation's capital to meet Cindy Mann, director of HHS's Center for
Medicaid and State Operations. Mann and her staff were receptive, but then, a few weeks later, lower
levels of HHS again held up the no-paper plan.
The bureaucratic runaround was on Herbert's mind when he joined other governors in the White House
State Dining Room Monday to hear President Obama pledge to help states burdened by skyrocketing
health care costs.
Obama told the governors he is always open to new ideas to improve the system. "I don't believe that
any single party has a monopoly on good ideas," the president said. "And I will go to bat for whatever
works, no matter who or where it comes from."
After the event, Herbert approached Obama. "I said, 'You know, we've been trying to get this waiver
and go paperless,'" Herbert recounts. "He said, 'That's a great idea.' And I said, 'I think so, too, but we
can't seem to get HHS to give us the ability to do it.'"
At that moment, Obama spotted HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius nearby. "Kathleen, Kathleen -- come
over here," he said, according to Herbert. When Sebelius came over, Obama explained what Herbert
was trying to do.
A few hours later, Herbert received a hand-written note from the HHS secretary. "Just learned that we
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have worked with your staff, we have a draft agreement and we should have a formal agreement later
today," Sebelius wrote. Utah had finally won permission to go paperless.
Herbert is pleased, but a little baffled at why getting an ordinary waiver was so hard. "I appreciate the
fact that they've come around after eight months, but does it take a governor having to talk to the
president of the United States to make a simple cost-saving change?" he asks. "And the bigger
question is why in heaven's name do states have to ask for permission anyway?"
Herbert and other governors fear bigger problems ahead. New mandates in the Affordable Care Act,
also known as Obamacare, will cost Utah $1.2 billion over the next decade, an increase Herbert calls
unsustainable.
He's still frustrated that Congress and the Obama administration didn't pay much attention to governors
during the Obamacare debate. "We were never even invited to the table," he says. And he's not
impressed by the president's promise to allow states to opt out of Obamacare, as long as they meet the
administration's requirements for coverage. "He's saying, you can have flexibility, as long as you do it
our way," says Herbert.
But Herbert is happy the new Republican leadership of the House is paying more attention to the states.
During his visit to Washington, Herbert, along with Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour and Massachusetts
Gov. Deval Patrick, testified before the House Energy and Commerce Committee, urging that Congress
allow the states more leeway in paying for health care. "Real health care reform will arise from the
states, not be imposed by the federal government," Herbert told the committee.
That seems unlikely, as long as it takes presidential intervention for the smallest improvements in the
system. But Herbert is still hoping for the best.
Byron York, The Examiner's chief political correspondent, can be contacted at
byork@washingtonexaminer.com. His column appears on Tuesday and Friday, and his stories and
blogposts appear on ExaminerPolitics.com.

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour
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Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
jboeyink34 ; ted.pitts.jr@ travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri;
Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
Candice Whitfield; brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian ;
ryan ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com;
mschrimpf@rga.org; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi ; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov;
Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ; pjpgator

Subject: White House Announcement and Wyden- Brown
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 1:21:07 PM

Guys, we need to prepare messaging for what the White House announced
today.  Below you will find background on the Wyden Brown legislation as
well as the White House announcement.  Let's starting thinking about our
coordinated response. Thanks.

The Wyden-Brown legislation is a date change from the waiver in PPACA
(2017 to 2014).  It does nothing to address PPACA’s major structural
flaws:

1)      Under the waivers, states would still have to provide insurance
coverage that is at least as comprehensive as provided under PPACA, so
states would not be able to change the benefit mandates in order to make
coverage more affordable.
2)      States would still have to provide insurance coverage that
maintains PPACA’s cost-sharing and out-of-pocket spending restrictions.
So there would be little, if any, flexibility to encourage HSAs or other
consumer-directed plans.
3)      The way the PPACA waiver is drafted, it would be nearly
impossible for states to roll back the individual and employer mandates
as they still have to get the insured numbers that PPACA gets through
its onerous mandates and unsustainable spending.
4)      The waiver concept does nothing to address the new spending
under PPACA.
5)      The waiver does nothing to give states flexibility from
Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.

From: "Papas, Nick"

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2011 11:28:24 -0500

Subject: FACT SHEET: The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation,
Empowering States
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
___________________________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 28, 2010

Fact Sheet
The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States

On February 28, President Obama reiterated his belief that States should
have the power and flexibility to innovate and find the health care
solutions that work best for them and announced his support for
accelerating State Innovation Waivers and allowing states to apply for
them starting in 2014. 

Beginning in 2017, the law allows States the flexibility to receive a
State Innovation Waiver so they may pursue their own innovative
strategies to ensure their residents have access to high quality,
affordable health insurance.  These strategies – which must provide
affordable insurance coverage to at least as many residents as the
Affordable Care Act and must not increase the federal deficit – could
include allowing large employers to purchase coverage through State
Exchanges or increasing the number of benefit levels to provide more
choices for individuals and small businesses.

Under the bipartisan “Empowering States to Innovate Act” introduced by
Senators Ron Wyden, Scott Brown, and Mary Landrieu, State Innovation
Waivers would be available three years earlier than under current law,
so long as States meet certain criteria, including certifying that their
proposals would cover at least as many of their residents as the
policies in the Affordable Care Act would have covered.

The proposal offers States more flexibility while ensuring that all
Americans, no matter where they live have access to affordable,
accessible health insurance.  Additionally, the proposal includes
built-in protections to ensure that these waivers do not increase the
Federal budget deficit. 

The Affordable Care Act already creates a critical role for States.  It
provides them with the flexibility and resources necessary to innovate
and implement reform in the manner that works best for them. The law has
already made nearly $2.8 billion available to states and every State has
taken steps – and, in some cases, bold actions – to implement the law
and improve health insurance accountability and affordability for their
citizens. States can design their own Exchanges, shape their Medicaid
programs, and take the lead in enforcing patient protections and
reviewing rates increases of private insurers. 

Empowering States to Innovate
Under the Affordable Care Act,propose and test alternative ways to meet the shared goals of making
health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans, including
those living with pre-existing conditions.  Specifically, State
Innovation Waivers are designed to allow States to implement policies
that differ from the new law so long as they:
·         Provide coverage that is at least as comprehensive as the
coverage offered through Exchanges – a new competitive, private health
insurance marketplace.
·         Make coverage at least as affordable as it would have been
through the Exchanges.
·         Provide coverage to at least as many residents as the
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Affordable Care Act would have provided.
·         Do not increase the Federal deficit.

State Innovation Waivers are provided for up to five years, with the
option of renewal.  If a State’s innovation fails to meet the criteria
outlined above, the policies outlined in the Affordable Care Act would
take effect.

Potential State-Based Innovations
The Affordable Care Act offers considerable flexibility to States
without waivers.  It also recognizes that new, creative effective ideas
may emerge.  While States have the freedom to develop their own
proposals that may qualify for a State Innovation Waiver, some proposals
that could qualify include:

* A streamlined system that links tax credits for small businesses with
tax credits for low-income families.
* Alternatives to the individual responsibility provision – such as
automatically enrolling individuals in health plans – that achieve
similar outcomes.
·         Alternative health plan options to increase competition and
provide consumers with additional choices.

* An increase in the number of benefit levels to provide more choices
for individuals and small businesses.
* Immediately allowing large businesses interested in doing so to
purchase health insurance through the new private marketplace, the
State-based health insurance Exchange.

The law also allows States to submit a single application that includes
Medicaid waiver requests which could, for example, seek to give people
eligible for Medicaid the choice of enrolling in Exchange plans.

Maintaining Important Consumer Protections
The Affordable Care Act ends the worst insurance company abuses and
gives Americans more freedom and control over their health care choices.
Already, under the law, most insurance companies:
·         Cannot impose lifetime limits on the dollar amount they will
spend on health benefits.
·         Must offer young adults without access to job-based coverage
the option of remaining on their parent’s plan until their 26th
birthday.
·         Must cover recommended preventive services without cost
sharing.
·         Must allow patients to choose their own doctor in their
network.
·         Cannot drop your coverage solely due to your getting sick.
·         Must spend at least 80 percent of premium dollars on health
care, rather than executive salaries and administrative costs.

Starting in 2014, insurance companies cannot charge more, carve-out
benefits, or deny coverage because of a pre-existing condition.  States
that receive a State Innovation Waiver would be required to maintain
these important consumer protections that prevent insurance companies
from denying, capping or limiting care.

Waiver Evaluation
Under the Affordable Care Act, the Secretaries of Health and Human
Services and Treasury are responsible for evaluating State Innovation
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Waiver applications and ensuring proposals will meet the shared goals of
making health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans,
including those with pre-existing conditions. Under the proposed
legislation, the Secretaries would continue to play this role and be
empowered to grant waivers beginning in 2014. Once complete, State
Innovation Waiver applications must be reviewed within 180 days of being
received. The Departments of Health and Human Services and Treasury will
issue proposed regulations outlining State Innovation Waiver this spring. The Departments will accept
public
comment, including comments from States, on this proposed regulation.

President’s Plan to Cut Red Tape, Give States Flexibility
President Obama will also take an additional important step to help
States, improve outcomes, and lower costs for the American taxpayer.
This week, the President will issue a memorandum directing Executive
Departments and Agencies to work with State, Tribal, and local
governments to reduce unnecessary regulatory and administrative burdens
in order to focus resources on achieving better outcomes at lower cost.
In this memorandum, the President is:

* Instructing the Director of OMB to lead a collaborative process of
Federal agencies, State, Tribal, and local governments to coordinate and
streamline procedures that cut across agency, program and geographic
bounds.

* Requiring agencies to work closely with States, Tribes, and local
governments to identify administrative, regulatory, and legislative
barriers in Federally-funded programs that currently prevent them from
efficiently using tax dollars to achieve the best results for their
constituents.

##

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour
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WHO GOES WHERE & WHY-THE 
NUTS AND BOLTS OF THE NEW 

HEALTH LAW" 

'J:L .. J, W,l->o" - AfC sL 

The Laws 

o The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (P.l. 
111-148, PPACA) was signed into law on March 
23,2010. 

o The Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
201 0 (P.l. 111-152) was signed into law on March 
31, 201 0 and amended some of the provisions of 
P.l. 1 1 1-148. 

o The package is now referred to as ... "The 
Affordable Care Act" 
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Access - Overview 

• Maintains an employer-based health care system 
o Imposes a penalty on employers that fail to provide coverage or whose 

employees go to the health insurance exchange for coverage 

Expands and modifies the Medicaid to become the foundation for 
the reformed health care system 
o All individuals with incomes at or below 133% of the federal poverty ~ 

level (FPl) are eligible .- ~ 

Requires individuals to obtain qualified coverage 
o Imposes a tax on individuals who fail to comply 

Establishes health care exchanges to help individuals and small 
businesses (initially) to purchase qualified coverage 
• Establishes subsidies for premiums and cost-sharing for individuals with 

incomes between 133% ond 400% of the federal poverty level (FPl) 

sJ.~ t'vtJ,'.steJ/ tL1 ,, budl,et /<'lu t/c-1.}; I( W'•\J 

"'"'- ov~l,t;R_,'?- r:orce_ •'» tj._,_ ( .re.. f,.,_A ... f ii_ L,<w vt~ /..!.dZC}-

f11 fj)l («,-J! ~ /L vti-'v' ej( c.Jec,?tj-€-f Ln fo ke ,ufvc.j-v"~/~
rk c"."'A«P"" rl.·J .·1 ;l...co.<uc fei.K_/, 

Medicaid Expansion 

o Establishes a national minimum eligibility level at 

1 33% of FPL ($14, 400) 

o Eligibility based on income (SSI, child welfare, SSDI, 

medically needy, Medicare Savings Programs 
beneficiaries are exempt) 

o Adds new mandatory categories of Medicaid

eligibles: ( 1 )Single, childless adults who are not 

disabledi (2) Parentsi (3) Former Foster Care 

Children (aged-out of foster care) 
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Medicaid Expansion 
11!11111 . 

o Option for states to begin expansion for certain 
non-elderly individuals with incomes up to 1 33%of 
FPL effective 4/1/2010. Coverage would be 
reimbursed at the state's regular Medicaid FMAP.,. 

• 
a Connecticut and Washington, D.C. have expressed 

interest in this option. 

Enhanced FMAP for Newly Eligibles 

o Enhanced FMAP for Newly Eligibles 2014- 2020 

Tilere are special provisions for "expansion statesn 

r 
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Medicaid Expansion Features 
IIIIM'F¥ ;#*tiij'@ R A Ui 4&4%' 

• Temporary Maintenance of Effort/Eligibility 

0 Prohibits eligibility changes that are more restrictive 
than those in place on date of enactment (March 23, 
201 0) 

o Expires in 2014 when the health care exchanges $ 

become effective 

• State Financial Hardship Exemption from 

Maintenance of Effort 

~Governor must certify that state is in deficit or will be 
cr i[!_deficit to qualify for the hardship exemption 

(12/31 /201 0) 

s; Je. s7r flure. =.r~. '""" f/"'v•s.»,.,, hr J(r~f ~f·e-15' 
h ~ ,1,.;- cov v-«-J? 

What Does the Medicaid Expansion Mean for States 

o Fundamentally changes the state role in Medicaid by 
changing the status of Medicaid in relation to the rest 
of the health care system in the United States. 
a State budget issues 

• Underfunding of the underlying program 

• No coverage for undocumented immigrants 

• No statutory countercyclical trigger 

• Implications of reduction in federal assistance in the future 

• Long term care 

a State flexibility 
a The transformation of the Medicaid program left largely to 

state governments 

Sec. ~r D/fS A"J f'-<?A<VM"f?_'~S cf?.'Fc.A€-:f?>~ 
/"'- CN2q, 'f.:rp~f"-.1' /- /'"<.y<,)- tfv.j;>.'-",7/L<.c<( 

/ 
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Challenges 
:1111!11 'H~IIidliilli i&iiliili!Wdiliill 

o Show me the money ~ f/1 eJ ~'(_ )7 Fe, r ) j. 
a New Eligibles v. others /-Q-whf_y C (_, it/..,), 
a Systems upgrades ~7 / / 

• Eligibility · l 
• lnteroperability with Health lnsura~~:,e Exchanges __:);,. {k;J "" c>ef 

a Staffing w~, / 

• State and local government 

a Workforce/Infrastructure 
• Provider reimbursement 

Challenges cont. 

-~----·---------· o Marketing the~ Medicaid 

a Mainstream health care v. welfare 

C New networks/service delivery models 

o Maintaining public support 

o Improving quality 

Remember .... with every challenge there is an 

opportunity!!! 
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Employer Responsibility 

o Requires employers with more than 200 employees 

to automatically enroll new full-time equivalent 

employees in coverage (subject to any waiting 

period authorized by law) with adequate notice ~ 

and the opportunity for an employee to opt out or 
any coverage the individual or employee was 

automatically enrolled in. 

Employer Responsibility 

Penalties for Failure to Provide Coverage 
o Requires an employer with more than 50 full·time equivalent employees 

that does not offer coverage and has at least one full-time equival~!!! 
employee receiving the premium assistan~e tax .~@.\:'hf to mOKeOpayment 
of $2000 per fu\1-ti!"e equivalent employee. 

o Excludes/disregards the first 30 full-time employees. 

o Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 
that offers coverage and has at lea.st one full-time equivalen! employee 
receiving the premium assistance tax credit to make a payment of $3000 
per full-time equivalent emplove..e. 

o Excludes/disregards the~ first 30 full-time employees. 
Large Employers with Waiting Periods 

o Amends the employer shared responsibility policy such that a large 
employer requiring a waiting period before an employee may enroll in 
coverage of longer than 60 days will pay a fine of $600 per full-time 
equivalent employee. 

\ 
I 
/ 
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Individual Responsibility 

Requires individuals to maintain minimum essential coverage beginning in 2014. 

Penalties for Failure to Maintain Coverage 

0 Failure to maintain coverage will result in a penalty that is the greater of a 

flo! lee $95 in 2014; $325 In 2015; ond $695 in 2016 OR the following 
percent of the excess hOusehold income above the threshold amount required 
to file a tax return---:!.!2...of income In 2014;~of income in 201 ~; 2.~ 
of income in 2016 and subsequent years. 

0 For those under the age of 18, the applicable penalty will be one-half of 
the amounts listed above. 

0 Families will pay half the amount for children up to a cap of $2,250 for the 

entire family. 

0 After 2016, dollar amounts will increase by the annual cost of living 
adjustment. 

Individual Responsibility 

Exceptions to the individual responsibility requirement to maintain minimum 
essential coverage are made for: 

0 religious objectors; 

o individuals not lawful!~~f!t; and 

0 incarcerated individuals. 

Exemptions from the penalty will be mode for those who: 

o cannot afford coverage (where the lowest cost premium available 
exceeds 8% of income) , thereby qualifying for a "hardship waiver"; 

0 taxpayers with income under 100 percent of the federal poverty level; 

o members of Indian tribes; and 

o individuals who were not covered for a period of less than three months 
during the year. 
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Health Insurance Reforms - Now 
[IIBIMMM'fr 8tH i t4 ' 7 b&f 

o Temporary high-risk pools 

o Minimum medical loss ratios 

o Prohibition on rescissions (exception for fraud) 

o Extension of dependent coverage for young adult%-
(expires at the 261h birthday) 

A ~ I /~ Limits preexisting condition exclusions for children 

f\ ['€--"" f:7 ~ Limits lifetime and/ or annual caps 

, '\t> ~)' o Reinsurance for early retirees {applies to state and 
'-1 7;-l t local government plans) 

-\- ~~ 
y 

Health Insurance Reforms - Later 

o Prohibition on preexisting conditio'h, 
exclusions '1 

o Guaranteed issue/Guaranteed renewal 

A we I ,L? o Premium rating rules .-. ------::;Y ':;... ----r--/ 
. 

1 'to . . o Non-discrimination in benefits 

-1-~'('Vy Jr;> o Mental health and substance abuse services parity 
I. 1l-~t~stf , Y \ \"'- o Prohibits discrimination based on health status 

o Prohibits annual and lifetime caps 
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State Grants - Rate Review 
IIII"'N' &J~m w '•Mwate ~• &iii 2 s ,, &a!! mm 

o Secretary Sebelius announced the availability of $51 million in Health 
Insurance Premium Review Grants on June 7, 2010. These funds are the 
first round of grants available to states through a new $250 million 
grant program to create and strengthen insurance rate review 

processes. 
..~ 

o All states and the District of Columbia are eligible for the first round of 
rate review grants. 

o To receive a grant, a state must submit a plan for how it will use grant 
funds to develop or enhance its process of reviewing and approving, 
disapproving, or modifying health insurance premium requests. 

o States with successful applications will receive a $1 million grant during 
the first round. 

Medical Loss Ratio 

o Large group plans that fail to have a medical loss 
ratio (MLR) of 85 percent and individual and small 
group plans that fail to have a MLR or 80% by 
January I, 2011, will be required to provide 
rebates to plan participants. 

o HHS is authorized to adjust these rates to avoid 
market destabilization. 

o HHS is working closely with the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) and other 
stakeholders to develop a plan. 
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Small Business Tax Credit 
lEII ~~"PI1 'iii!liii!IAiii!lll-iiil4iii!lll1l'iii!liiililiii!ll!#i"illiii!IMiii!liii!l~lilkiii!llllii!MBI¥111!iiill,I!IMB,&IABrl!illlilllllbi-

Small employers with fewer than 25 full-time equivalent employees 

and average annual wages of Tess than $50,000 that purchase 

health insurance for employees are eligible for the tax credit. 

The maximum credit3ill be available to employers with 1 0 or 'f&:!(er 
full-time equivalent employees and average annual wages of less# 

than $25,000. 

o To be eligible for a tax credit, the employer must contribute at least 
50 percent of the total premium cost. 

o Businesses that receive state health care tax credits may also 
qualify for the federal tax credit. 

o Dental and vision care qualify for the credit as well. 

Small Business Tax Credit cont. 

0 2010-2013 

0 

a For 201 0 through 2013, eligible employers will receive a small business 
credit for up to 35 percent of their contribution toward the employee's 

health insurance premium. 

c Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements are 

'eligible for tax credits of up to 25 percent of their contribution. 

2014 and thereafter' 

c For 2014 and beyond, small employers who purchase coverage through 

the new Health Insurance Exchanges can receive a tax credit for two 

years of up to 50 percent of their contribution. 

c Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements are 

eligible for tax credits of up to 35 percent of their contribution. 

~~-------

/ 
/ 

/ 

) 
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Health Insurance Exchanges 
~~IM*tw•e 1&&:9 1 e &&4; 

• American Health Benefit Exchanges 
o Requires states, by 2014, to establish on American Health Benefit 

Exchange that facilitates the purchase of qualified health plans and 
includes a Exchange for small businesses. 

0 Requires the Secretory to: 
• Establish certification criteria for qualified health plans, requiring su~ 

plans to meet marketing requirements, ensure a sufficient choice of 
providers, include essential community providers in their networks, be 
accredited on quality, implement a quality improvement strategy, use 
a uniform enrollment form, present plan information in a standard 
format, and provide data on quality measures. 

• Develop a rating system for qualified health plans, including 
information on enrollee satisfaction, and a model template for an 
Exchange's Internet portal. 

• Determine an initial and annual open enrollment period, as well as 
special enrollment periods for certain circumstances. 

Health Insurance Exchange 
............................ ~ 

o Provides premium and cost-sharing assistance to individuals, who 
obtain coverage through the exchange, with incomes up to 400% 
of FPL. 

o Establishes Multi-State Plans modeled after Federal Employees 
Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) end administered by the 
federal Office of Personnel Management (OPM). 

C This was adopted in lieu of the "Public Option". 

o Cooperatives 

c Non-profit entities, operated by a board of directors, contracts 
established by the HHS Secretary. 
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

o State Planning Grants 

IJ Requires the Secretary to award grants, available 

3/23/2011 until 2015, to states for planning and 

establishment of American Health Benefit Exchanges. ~ 
~-

0 States must declare intention to administer the 
exchange or to permit the federal fall-back by the 
end of 2012. 

Key Issues - Health Insurance Exchange 

o State Options 
1:::1 Interstate Compacts 
1:::1 Basic Health Plan --·-
1:::1 Waiver (available in 2017) 

o Creating a seamless Exchange/Medicaid connection 
1:::1 Financing 
1:::1 Technical Assistance 
1:::1 Staff Recruitment/Training 

o Essential benefits/ Affordability 
1:::1 Treatment of state mandated benefits 

• States must pay (individuals or plans} for mandated benefits not 
included in the essential benefit package. 
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Other Key Provisions 

.;~ 

CLASS Act 
&Iii 111 2 &I &"' &diMf&l &dl%&&EW 
o Creates o new notional insurance program, Community Living 

Assistance Supports and Services (CLASS), to help adults 
who hove or develop functional impairments to remain 
independent, employed and stay o port of their communities. 

o Financed through voluntary payroll deductions (with opt-out 
enrollment similar to Medicare Part B), this program will 
remove barriers to independence and choice (e.g., housing 
modifications, assistive technologies, personal assistance 
services, transportation} by providing a cash benefit to 
individuals unable to perform two or more functional activities 
of daily living. 

o Could result in Medicaid savings. 
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Maternal & Child Health 
Blli1-f*Mllt- 4"§ iiit-&£&111 

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Programs 
o Provides funding to States, tribes, and territories to develop and 

implement one or more evidence-based Maternal, Infant, and Early 
Childhood Visitation model(s). 

0 Model options would be targeted at reducing infant and maternal 
mortality and its related causes by producing improvements in prenatal, 
maternal, and newborn health, child health and development, parentinSf. 
skills, school readiness, iuvenile deHnquen<::y, and family economic self
sufficiency. 

0 Establishes competitive grants appropriated at $100 million in 2010, 
$250 million in 2011, $350 million in 201 2, $400 million in 2013 & 
2014 

o A maintenance of effort (MOE} applies and prohibits grants from 
supplanting existing funding for these services. 

o First grants were awarded on July 21, 2010 to 49 states, the District of 
Columbia, and five territories. 

Medicare Provisions 

< Ensuring Access to Physician Care & Other Services 

< Rural Protections 

< Improving Payment Accuracy 

< Improving Prescription Drug Coverage 

< Ensuring Medicare Sustainability 

./ Independent Payment Advisory Board**** 

< Quality Improvements 

< Protecting and Improving Guaranteed Benefits 
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Other Key Provisions 

" Improving Quality /Efficiency 

" Public Health/Chronic Disease Prevention 

" Health Care Workforce (NHSC) 

" Transparency and Program Integrity 

" Improving Access to Innovative Medical Therapies 

" Revenue Provisions 

" Indian Health Care Improvement 

" Elder Justice Act 

" Menu Labeling (Chain Restaurants) 

Other Provisions of Note 

o Grants to Support School-Based Health Clinics 

o Increased Community Health Center Funding 

o National Health Service Corps Improvements 

o Workforce Grants/Initiatives 

o Public Health Initiatives 

o Medicare Improvements for Rural Areas 

o Medicare Rate Improvements/Medicare Rate 
Reductions 

o Indian Health Service Reauthorization 
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DISCUSSION DRAFT Last updated March 26, 2010 

Implementation Timeline for Federal Health Reform Legislation 

On March 23, 2010, the President signed into law a comprehensive health reform 
measure, the Patient Protection and Affordable Hoalth Care Act, PPACA (P.L. 111-148). 
Tho President is expected to sign a corrections measure, the Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Aot (H.R. 4872) approved by the House and Senate on March 25, 2010. 
The corrections bill makes several major changes to the main bill. 

There are several immediate deadlines that will impact states. In addition, states will need 
to begin planning soon for many of the longer term initiatives envisioned in the pending 
Senate bill. In a few instances, the law references dates that have already passed, since 
enactment occurred later than anticipated. The budget reconciliation process limited the 
scope of corrections that could be included, including amending effective dates. Ooing 
forward there may need to be additional corrections to the dates or the Administration 
may issue guidance fur implementation dates based on congressional intent. 

The following timeline reflects provisions in the main law and corrections measure and is 
intended to assist states as they plan for implementation. It highlights many of tho koy 
federal and state deadlines and options that will directly impact states but is not intended 
to be a comprehensive summary of the new law. For purposes of provisions that are 
based on "date of enactment," this date is March 23, 2010. Please note that additional 
deadlines for several implementation pieces may be established as the federal agencies 
develop their own implementation timelines and regulations. 

2010 
1il,; 

• Retroactive to January I, 2010 the minimum drug reoate level for most brand name 
products Is increased from 15.1 to 23.1 percent. Minimum rebate levels for generics 
would increase from II to 13 percent. Any savings that accrue from the incremental 
increase in the minimum rebate levels- the bands between 15.1 to 23.1 and II to 13 
percent -accrue to the federal government only and would not be shared with states. 
Supplemental rebates negotiated above 23.1 would be split according to the regular 
state FMAP. 1 

• Upon enactment, a state would be subject to a maintenance of effort (MOE) on 
Medicaid eligibility standards, methodologies, and procedures until an Exchange is 
operational in the state.2 States also would be subject to a MOE on eligibility 

1 1'here has been contlioting information regarding the effective dale of this provision (whether it is January 
I, 2010 or March 23, 2010) and its application to states that have negotiated supplemental rebates above the 
new federal minimum levels. The information reflected here is based on NGA conversations with 
congressional staff on March 26,2010. 
2 A limited exception is penni lied for the period January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2013 for a state 
that certifies it has or projects a budget deficit. The exception would apply for eligibility policies applying 
to optional non-pregnant, non-disabled adults with income above 133 percent of the FPL. 

Discussion Draft Only. For more information, please contact Andrea Maresca arnaresca(il!nga.org or 
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standards, methodologies, and procedures for all children in Medicaid and in the 
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP), until September 30,2019. 

• Upon enactment, the Medicaid prescription drug rebate is extended to Medicaid 
managed care organizations for generic and brand name drugs. Similar to the rebate 
provisions for fee- for-service enrollees discussed above, the federal governrnent 
recaptures the savings for MCO enrollees for the incremental increase in the 
minimum rebate levels- the bands between 15.1 to 23.1 and II to 13 percent.3 

• By March I, 2010, HHS is required to establish a federal Coordinated Health Care 
Office to promote integration between Medicare and Medicaid and improve 
coordination between states and the federal government. 

• As of April I, 20 I 0, there is a state option to expand Medicaid to the new expansion 
population up to 133% PPL without a waiver. States could phase-in the oxpansion. 
Funding for an expansion would be at the state's regular FMAP during the period 
April I, 2010 and December 30, 2013. States wW still be eligible for the new 
enhanced FMAP for this population once the mWJdatory expansion takes effect 
January!. 2014. 

• Within 90 days of enactment, HHS must establish 11 temporary high-risk health 
insurance pool program, funded at $5 billion. HHS will work with states to establish a 
high risk pool or an alternative program that serves the same purpose. A federal 
fallback exists if a state chooses not to operate such a program. 

• Within 90 days of enactment, HHS must establish a temporary re-insurance program 
for reimbursement to participating employment-based·•plans to cover 80% of the cost 
for claims for retirees ages 55-64, including employees of state and local government. 

• By July I, 2010, HHS, in consultation with states, will establish a mechanism, 
including a website, to facilitate information for consumers and small businesses on 
coverage options, including public and private options, in each state. Within 60 days 
of enactment HHS will develop a standardized format for presenting coverage 
options. 

• HHS is to immediately begin to develop standards for establishing and operating 
state-based Exchanges for individuals and standards for a state-based Small Business 
Health Options Program (SHOP) Exchange. For a SHOP Exchange, a small employer 
is defined as having one to I 00 employees. 4 Beginning in 20 I 0 and through 2014, 

J lb. 
4 While the small employer is defined as having one to 100 employees, until the year 2016, states can limit 
the small-group market to finns with 50 or fewer employees. 
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HHS could award grants to states for planning and implementation of a state-based 
Exchange.5 

• Beginning with a 2010 plan year HHS, in collaboration with states, will review any 
unrellllonable increase& in premiums for health insurance. Health insurance issuers 
would be required to submit to HHS and the state a justification for an unreasonable 
premium increase prior to the implementation of the increase and would have to post 
this information on their website. Beginning October 1, 2009 and for a five year 
period, HHS will award grants to states to assist them with the review and meeting 
related standards. 6 

• Six months after enactment, several new federal insurance rules '-"J,IJ take effect 
Including: a prohibition on insurers from imposing lifetime limits on benefits, 
restrictions on the use of annual limits, and a prohibition on insurers from rescinding 
coverage. All health insurance plans would be required to cover recommended 
preventive services and immunizations. Unmarried children could remain on their 
parent's health plan until age 26. 

• Beginning six months after enactment, health insurance plans will be required to 
report medical loss ratio and HHS will make the information public. 

• Within 180 days of enactment, HHS will be required to issue regulations concerning a 
program that will allow states to apply for a waiver from the individual mandate or 
certain other requirements of the bill if they can demonstrate that they have another 
way of meeting federal coverage requirements. The state waiver program could begin 
in plan year 2017. 

• Beginning in 2010 through 2013, employers with fewer than 25 employees will be 
eligible to receive a federal tax credit to offset 35 percent of their health insurance 
costs as long as the employer contributes at least half of the premium. 

2011 

• Medical Joss ratio requirements will take effect beginning with a 2011 plan year. 
Insurers will be required to spend 85 percent of their revenue from premiums (80 
percent for insurers covering small businesses) on medical claims. 

• States will be eligible for a one percentage point increase in the FMAP if the state 
Medicaid program covers certain evidence-based preventive services with no cost 
sharing. 

5 Amount of grants and requirements will need to be provided by HHS. 
6 The definition of unreasonable increases is not defined in statute and is expected to be defined in 
regulation by HHS, with input from NAJC. 
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• Medicaid will be required to cover tobacco cessation services for pregnant women. 

• Effective July 1, 2011, the Medicaid FMAP for territories is increased to 55 percent 
frQm 50 percent. In addition, there Is $6.3 billion to proportionally increase the cap& 
for territories and Puerto Rico from July 1, 2011 through September 30, 2019. 

• Operating rules for eligibility for a health plan and health claim status transactions are 
requiFad to ba adopted by July 1, 2011. 

• Effective October 1, 2011, there will be a new state Medicaid option to offer home 
Md community-based services to disabled individualsl through Medicaid rather !ham 
institutional care. States would be eligible for enhanced federal fun'!ling but would 
have to meet several federal requirements, including a MOE for state expenditures for 
certain programs for individuals with disabilities. 

2012 

• By January I, 2012, HHS is required to establish procedures for determining 
eligibility for the Community Living Assistance and Supports (CLASS) program, a 
new national voluntary insurance program for purchasing community living 
assistance services and supports. By October I, 2012, HHS must publish regulations 
concerning the standards for a CLASS Independence Benefit Plan. 

• Operating rules for electronic funds transfers and health care payment and remittance 
advice transactions are to be adopted by July I, 2012. 

2013 

• Prior to January 1. 2013, states must notify HHS if they intend to establish and 
operate a state-based Exchange, according to federal standards. In addition, HHS will 
make a determination that the state is making sufficient progress towards having the 
state-run Exchange operational by January I, 2014. ·If the state chooses not to 
establish an Exchange or is not making sufficient progress, HHS will plan for a 
federally established/operated Exchange in the state. Territories have the option to 
establish an Exchange and a limited amount of funding is allocated for this purpose. 

• By July I, 2013, HHS is required to issue regulations for the creation of health care 
choice compacts whereby two or more states may agree to allow health insurers to 
sell products across state lines. Health choice compacts may not take effect prior to 
January I, 2016. 

Discussion Draft Only. For more information, please contact Andrea 1vfaresca amaresca@nga.org or 
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• The deadline for complying with operating rule for health plan and health claim 
transactions would be 2013. (See 2011 timelines) 

2014 
Unless otheYWise noted, the following 2014 reforms begin January J, 2014. 

• Individuals will be required to maintain minimum essential health coverage or pay a 
penalty. 

• Employers with 50 or more full-time employees that do not offer affordable coverage 
will be required to pay a fee if they do not offer coverage and if any employee 
receives a subsidy- in the form of a tax credit - to purchase health insurance through 
a state-based Exchange. The employer will be subject to a fee for every full-time 
employee, regardless of how many employees receive a subsidy, up to a capped 
amount. If the employer offers coverage, but the employee obtains subsidized 
coverage, the employer is still subject to a fee. 

• Several federal health insurance reforms will take effect, including: guaranteed issue 
whereby insurers are required to accept every employer and individual applying for 
coverage; Adjusted Community Rating which prohibits insurers from using any 
factors in setting premiums, including health status and gender, other than limited use 
of age (3:1), family size, geography and tobacco use; a prohibition on denying 
coverage based on preexisting health conditions. 

• Launch of the state-based Exchanges for individuals and SHOP Exchanges for small 
business. States may combine these exchanges. The state exchange would have to 
comply with certain federal standards and perform furlbtions specified in the statute. 

• Sliding scale subsides will be available for eligible low and moderate income 
individuals below 400% FPL that cap the cost of health insurance premiums and cost
sharing at a percentage of household income. 

• All insurance plans will be required to provide, at a minimum, coverage for specified 
categories of services and coverage of preventive services without cost-sharing. 

• Beginning with a 2014 plan year, HHS, in conjunction with the states, would monitor 
premium increases of health insurance coverage offered through a state-based 
Exchange and outside of an Exchange. 

• State Medicaid programs will be required to cover certain non-pregnant, non-elderly 
individuals with income up to 133% FPL. The cost of services for the expansion 
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• Beginning in 2017, a state may allow large companies (with at least 101 employees) 
to participate in the state-based Exchange. 

2018 

• Implementation of an excise tax on insurers of employer sponsored health plans with 
aggregate values exceeding certain thresholds, including on state and governmental 
plans, often referred to as "Cadillac plans." 

\ 
\ 
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)._oIL( 
population will be fully federally funded in calendar years 2014, 2015, and 2016.7 

States are required to apply a 5% income disregard when determining Medicaid 
eligibility, effectively bringing the new Medicaid minimum eligibility level to 138% 
FPL. States will be required to use modified adjusted gross income to determine 
eligibility. 

• The Medicaid eligibility MOE for non-pregnant, nondisabled adults would expire 
once HHS has determined a state-based Exchange is fully operational. Tho bill's 
provisions call for state Exchanges to be operational by January I, 2014. 

• State Medicaid programs will be required to implement several statutorily defined 
procedures concerning enrollment simplification and coordination with state-based 
Exchanges and CHIP. 

• State Modicaid programs will be required to offer premium assistance for employer
sponsored insurance. 

• State Medicaid programs will be required to establish procedures to simplifY 
enrollment and coordinate with state-based Exchanges and CHIP. States must 
implement specific procedures outlined in legislation. 

• Beginning in fiscal year 2014, there will be reductions in the disproportionate share 
hospital program funding. The law requires total reductions in DS!i funding of $14.1 
billion. 8 BBS will develop the methodology for applying the reductions. 

• liliS would have the authority to allow states to establish alternative programs for 
low-income individuals. Instead of offering coverage g,rrough a state-based Exchange, 
states could negotiate directly with health insurers to establish a basic health program 
which offers at least one standard health plan providing at least the essential health 
benefits for certain non-Medicaid eligible individuals with income between 133 and 
200%FPL. 

• State Medicaid programs will be prohibited from excluding coverage for barbiturates, 
benzodiazepines, and tobacco cessation products. 

• Expiration of authorization for the Medicare Special Needs Plans (SNPs). 

7 In calendar year 20 17, the state share will vary based on whether the state is an early adopter state or not. 
Early adopter states are: AZ, DE, HI, ME, MA, MN, NY, PA, VT, WA, and WI. Early adopter states will 
receive an increase in their FMAP for certain childless adults that they currently cover (not parents). Other 
states will receive an increase for the expansion population (parents and certain childless adults) as follows: 
95% FMAP in 2017, 94% FMAP in 2018, 93% FMAP in 2019, and 90% FMAP in 2020 and beyond. 
8 The law requires specific reductions of: $500 million in FY 2014,$600 million in FYs 2015-2016,$1.8 
billion in FY 2017,$5 billion in FY 2018,$5.6 billion in FY 2019, and $4 billion in FY 2020 .. 
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• States will have to adopt state law or regulation and establish at least one reinsurance 
entity. 

• Deadline for adopting operating rules for electronic funds transfers and health care 
payment and remittance advice transactions. 

• Operating rules for health claims/encounter information in a health plan, premium 
payments, and certification and authorization lll'e to be adopted by July I, 2014. 

2015 

• Beginning January I, 2015, state-based Exchanges must be self-sustaining. 
Exchanges may ohlll'ge assessments or user fees. 

• Beginning January I, 2015, state Medicaid programs will be required to begin annual 
Medicaid enrollment reporting. 

• Beginning October I, 2015 through September 30, 2019, states will be eligible for a 
23 percentage point increase in the regular CHIP match up to 100 percent. 

• Federal funding for the CHIP program expires September 30, 2015. If a state 
allotment is insufficient to meet the need, CHIP-eligible children could receive tax 
credits to obtain coverage through the state-based Exchange. HHS would be required 
to certify plans in the exchange that provide comparable benefits for low-income 
children. 

2016 

• Beginning January 1, 2016, health care choice compacts may take effect. 

2017 

• Beginning January 1, 2017 states that have obtained a waiver from HHS may operate 
an alternative program in lieu of certain federal health coverage refonns. 

• States will begin to pay a share of the new mandatory Medicaid expansion.9 

9 The state share of the cost of covering the Medicaid expansion population varies by state. See 
footnote 7. 
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National Conference tJfState Legis/ature.v Ojjice ofState~Federallle/atious 
.J.J.J North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 515, Wa.~hington, D. C 10001 

102-624-5400 

NCSL HEALTH REFORM FACT SHEET 

KEY PROVISIONS THAT TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 
UNDER SENATE BILL (HR 3590) AS AMEN nED BY RECONCILIATION BILL (HR 4872) 

INSURANCE REFORMS 

PROHIBITS PLANS FROM IMPOSING PRE-EXISTING CONDITION EXCLUSIONS ON CHILDREN
Prohibits health insurers from denying coverage to children with pre-existing conditions. Effective 6 months after 
enactment. (Beginning in 2014, this prohibition would apply to all persons.) 

PROHIBITS PLANS FROM IMPOSING LIFETIME LIMITS ON COVERAGE-Prohibits health insurance 
companies from placing lifetime caps on coverage. Effective 6 months after enactment. 

PROHIBITS TilE IMPOSITION OF RESTRICTIVE ANNUAL LIMITS ON COVERAGE-Tightly restricts new 
plans' use of annual limits to ensure access to needed care. These tight restrictions will be defined by HHS. Effective 6 
months after enactment. (Beginning in 2014, the use of annual limits would be prohibited for all plans.) 

ELIMINATES CO-PAYMENTS AND DEDUCTIBLES FOR PREVENTIVE CARE UNDER NEW PRIVATE 
PLANS-Requires new private plans to cover preventive services with no co-payments and with preventive services 
being exempt from deductibles. Effective 6 months after enactment. (Begi~ing in 2018, this requirement applies to all 
plans.) 

ESTABLISHES A TEMPORARY REINSURANCE PROGRAM FOR EARLY RETIREES-Creates a temporary 
re-insurance program (until the Exchanges are available) to help offset the costs of expensive health claims for employers 
that provide health benefits for retirees age 55-64. Effective 90 days after enactment 

ESTABLISHES A NEW, INDEPENDENT APPEALS PROCESS-Ensures that consumers in new plans have access 
to an effective internal and external appeals process to appeal decisions by their health insurance plan. Effective 6 months 
after enactment. 

ENSURES VALUE FOR PREMIUM PAYMENTS (Medical Loss Ratio}-Requires plans in the individual and small 
group market to spend 80 percent of premium dollars on medical services, and plans in the large group market to spend 85 
percent. Insurers that do not meet these thresholds must provide rebates to policyholders. Effective January I, 2011. 

ESTABLISHES AN INTERIM HIGH RISK POOL PROGRAM -Provides immediate access to insurance for 
Americans who are uninsured because of a pre-existing condition - through a temporary high-risk pool. This program will 
end when the Health Insurance Exchanges become effective in 2014. EJfective 90 days after enactment. 

EXTENDS COVERAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE UP TO 26TH YEAR THROUGH PARENTS' INSURANCE
Requires health plans to allow young people up to their 26th year to remain on their parents' insurance policy, at the 
parents' choice regardless of marital status. Note: Language in H.R. 4872 Reconciliation Act of 20 I 0 amends 
provisions in H.R. 3590 by adding a provision to clarifY dependent coverage as it relates to the income definition under 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. This language defines an adult dependent as any child of the taxpayer who as of the 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare& Medicaid S.rvices 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Sop S2-2&-12 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 

Center forM edicald and State Operations 

April9, 2010 

CENTERS far MEDICAHE & MEDICAID SEIIVICES 

SMDL# I 0-005 
PPACA# I 

Re: New Option for Coverage oflndividuals under Medicaid 

Dear State Health Official: 
Dear State Medicaid Director: 

This letter is one of a series intended to provide guidance on the implementation of the health 
insurance reform legislation, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (the Affordable 
Care Act); P. L. 111-148, as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010; P. L. 111-152. Specifically, this letter provides initial guidance on Section 2001 of the 
Affordable Care Act: Medicaid Coverage for the Lowest Income Populations, which 
establishes a new eligibility group and the option for States to begin providing medical assistance 
to individuals eligible under this new group as of April!, 20!0. Under the law, for the first time 
since the Medicaid program was established, States will receive Federal Medicaid payments to 
provide coverage for the lowest income adults in their States, without regard to disability, 
parental status or most other categorical limitations, under their State Medicaid plans. 

The New Eligibility Group "' 
Section 200l(a)(l) (as amended by section 10201) of the Affordable Care Act, establishes a new 
eligibility group that all States participating in Medicaid must cover as of January 2014. As 
discussed below, section 200 !(a)( 4) adds a new subsection (k)(2) of section 1902 of the Social 
Security Act (the Act), which permits States to cover this group of individuals at State option, or 
to phase-in coverage of the group based on income, beginning April!, 2010. 

Specifically, section 200 l(a)( I) establishes a new eligibility group (VIII) under section 
l902(a)(lO)(A)(i) of the Act. The new group fills in the gaps in existing Medicaid eligibility by 
making eligible very-low income individuals who are not otherwise eligible under mandatory 
eligibility categories. Thus, the law describes the individuals eligible under the new group as 
those who are not: 

• Age 65 or older; 
• Pregnant; 
• Entitled to or enrolled in benefits tmder Medicare Part A; 
• Enrolled under Medicare Part B; or 
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Eventually, most groups covered in the Medicaid program will have their income eligibility 
calculated using a Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) -based method. However, that 
method for calculating income in the Medicaid program will not be required tmtil20 14. In the 
interim, section 1902 of the Act requires States to use methods of determining income that are 
reasonable, consistent with the objectives of the Medicaid program, simple to administer, and in 
the best interests of the beneficiary. For purposes of implementing the section l902(k}(2) option, 
we believe the SSI program's rules (which are currently used in Medicaid for determining 
income eligibility for people with disabilities) meet these criteria. Like the individuals covered 
under tl1e SSI-related Medicaid eligibility category, many of the individuals eligible under the 
new group will be adults without children and many will have disabilities or chronic illnesses. 
The SSI program provides for a number of income disregards specifically applicable to persons 
with disabilities that are not available under other program methodologies. States may also elect 
to use less restrictive income methodologies than are used under SSI. Any less restrictive 
methodology should be available to all members of the group. 

While the rules of the SSI program are an example of a methodology that we believe meets the 
requirements for approval of a State plan amendment implementing the section l902(k)(2) 
option to cover the new group, this does not preclude States from submitting State plan 
amendments (SPAs) describing other methodologies they believe also meet those requirements. 
We encourage States considering the use of other methodologies to discuss them with CMS 
before actually submitting a SPA. 

Benefits Available to Individuals in the New Group 

Under PPACA, the medical assistance provided to an individual in the new eligibility group 
must consist of benchmark coverage described in section 193 7(b )(l) of the Act or benchmark
equivalent coverage described in section 1937(b)(2) (as amel¥i!ed by section 200l(c) of the 
Affordable Care Act) unless the individual is exempt from mandatory enrolhnent in a benchmark 
benefit plan. Benchmark mles apply to the new group whether or not the State has otherwise 
elected the option to provide benchmark benefit coverage under its State plan. Individuals in the 
new group who are exempt from mandatory enrollment in a benchmark benefit plan must receive 
medical assistance under the State's currently approved plan. Others must be provided with 
benchmark or benchmark-equivalent coverage, including Secretary-approved benchmark 
coverage described in section l937(b)(l)(D). Consistent with the provisions of section 1937, 
children covered under the new group must receive all Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic 
and Treatment services. 

Other Applicable Rules 

All mles applicable under the Medicaid program in general apply to this new eligibility group, 
including rules relating to cost sharing and immigration status. The Affordable Care Act also 
includes an additional requirement applicable to this new group, which is that if a parent of a 
child under age 19 (or such higher age as the State may elect) meets the requirements for 
eligibility under the new group, the parent may not be enrolled in that group unless the child is 
also enrolled under the State plan, under a waiver of the plan, or in other health insurance 
coverage. For purposes of this requirement, "parent" includes a caretaker relative as defined for 
purposes of section 1931 of the Social Security Act. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulev,trd, Mail Stop S2-26-12 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 

Center for Medicaid and State Operations 

March 5, 2010 

Dear State Medicaid Director: 

CENTERS lor MEDICARE 8 MED/CAJD SERVICES 

SMDL # 10-004 

Re: Revised Clawback Calculations 

I am writing to confirm the policy that was announced by Secretary Sebelius on February 18, 
20 I 0, to apply the increased Federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) provided for in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 (ARRA) when calculating States' liability 
under sectionl935(c) of the Social Security Act (the Act) for the phased down State 
Contribution (State Contribution), also referred to as the "clawback," for prescription drug costs 
for full-benefit dual eligible individuals enrolled in Medicare Part D. This letter and these 
enclosures provide further information about this policy, an explanation of how the new 
calculations will be applied and how each State will be notified of its individual adjusted per 
capita State Contribution rate. 

• Recalculation of State Contribution. This letter informs you of how we plan to proceed 
with recalculating the State Contribution payment to account for the "FMAP Increase" 
provided for by section 500 I of the ARRA. This recalC\llation significantly reduces each 
State's monthly State Contribution amount and will be in effect for the ARRA recession 
adjustment period, which under current law is October I, 2008 through December 31, 
2010, and is intended to provide assistance to States during this time of economic 
hardship. 

• Notification of Estimated Phased-Down Per-Capita Rates. This letter provides the initial 
notification to States of their updated per-capita State Contribution amounts beginning 
with the October through December 2008 quarter and through the January through March 
2010 qum1er, as described below. Additional notifications will follow on a quarterly 
basis, as discussed below. 

RECALCULATION OF STATE CONTRIBUTION 

Each State is billed monthly for the State Contribution. In general, the State Contribution is 
based upon a per-capita amount that is then multiplied by the monthly enrollment of Part D full
benefit dual eligible individuals in the State. The per-capita mnount is determined using a 
fonnula that includes the State-specific FMAP that is generally applicable for determining the 
Federal share of medical assistance expenditures under the Medicaid program. Therefore, a 
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• Billing. The State Contribution monthly bill for Febmary 2010 to be issued at the· 
beginning of March will reflect the adjusted per-capita State Contribution amounts using 
the increased ARRA FMAPs. This bill will include both an itemization of all monthly 
State Contributions reflecting the retroactive per capita rate adjustments effective October 
2008 through January 20 I 0 and the prospective (that is, beginning Febmary 20 I 0) State 
Contributions reflecting the per capita rate adjustment relating to the ARRA increased 
FMAP. Subsequent monthly State Contribution bills will reflect the ARRA FMAP 
applicable for the month. 

Any credit balances resulting from the adjustment to the per capita amounts retroactive to 
October 2008 will be applied prospectively beginning with the State Contribution for 
Febmary 20!0. In that regard, the State may choose not to pay the State Contribution bill 
for Febmary and the following months until such time as the credit balance is exhausted 
(the monthly bills will track payments and credit offsets). However, a State may decide 
to pay its State Contribution bills (including the Febmary bill) which would in effect 
delay the application of any credit through the remaining months of the State fiscal year; 
this could result in the application of the credit to payments otherwise due in the next 
State fiscal year. CMS expects that States may maintain a credit balance for several 
months based on this adjustment. Once the credit balance is exhausted, the monthly State 
Contribution bill will only reflect the per capita amount applicable for the month. 

• January payment. The monthly State Contribution bill for January 2010, issued at the 
beginning of February 2010 and due to be paid at the beginning of March, was based on 
the regular (non-ARRA) FMAP. Because of the significant credit that will result from 
the adjustment described in this letter, States that have not already paid the State 
Contribution bill for January may choose not to pay t\t~ bill, without a penalty. The 
payment choice will ultimately be reflected in the credit amount reported in the monthly 
billing for March 2010, which will be issued in early April. 

NOTIFICATION OF ESTIMATED STATE CONTRIBUTION AMOUNTS 

Through the end of the period for which the ARRA increased FMAP is applicable, estimated 
phased-down per-capita rates will be sent to each State before the beginning of each quarter. 
Those States whose rates do change because of a change in their unemployment levels will be 
provided their new rate. Therefore, the estimated FMAP and per-capita payment rate for the 
upcoming quarter, as well as the actual State Contribution amounts for the current quarter, are 
enclosed with this letter. This information will be the basis for the monthly phased-down State 
Contribution payments. These monthly payments are defined by the MMA to be the product of a 
per-capita State Contribution amount multiplied by the monthly State enrollment of full-benefit 
dual eligibles in Part D plans. That payment will continue to be computed on a monthly basis. 
As noted above, CMS expects that States will maintain a credit balance for several months based 
on this adjustment. · 

··--, 
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Christine Evans, M.P.H. 
Chief, Government Relations 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

Alan R. Wei!, J.D., M.P.P. 
Executive Director 
National Academy for State Health Policy 
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TABLE 2. 

STATE 

Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District of Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvnia 

Rhode Island 

south Carolina 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 

washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

ARRA INCREASED FEDERAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE (FMAP) 
OCTOBER. DECEMBER 2008 THROUGH JANUARY· MARCH 2010 

OCT. DEC JAN· MAR APR -JUNE JUL-SEPT OCT. DEC 
JAN· MAR 02 01 2008 02 2009 03 2009 04 2009 01 2010 

FMAP FMAP FMAP FMAP FMAP 
2010 FMAP' 

76.64 76.64 77.51 77.51 77.53 77.53 
58.68 58.68 61.12 61.12 61.12 62.46 
75.01 75.01 75.93 75.93 75,93 75.93 .. 
79.14 79.14 80.46 80.46 80.46 81.18 
61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 
58.78 58.78 61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 
60.19 60.19 60.19 61.59 61.59 61.59 
60.19 60.19 61.59 61.59 61.78 61.78 
77.68 77.68 79.29 79.29 79.29 79.29 
67.64 67.64 67.64 67.64 67.64 67.64 
73.44 73.44 74.42 74.42 74.96 74.96 
66.13 66.13 67.35 67.35 67.35 67.35 
78.37 78.37 79.18 79.18 79.18 79.18 
60.48 60.48 61.88 61.88 61.88 61.88 
73.23 73.23 74.21 74.21 75.69 75.69 
68.82 68.82 68.82 70.71 72.55 72.55 
66,28 66.28 68.31 69.41 69.68 69.68 
77.80 77.80 79.41 79.41 80.14 80.14 
80.01 80.01 80.01 80.75 81.48 81.48 
72.40 72.40 74.35 74.35 74.86 74.86 
58.78 58.78 60.19 61.59 61.59 61.59 
58.78 58.78 60.19 61.59 61.59 61.59 
69.58 69.58 70.68 70.68 73.27 73.27 
60.19 60.19 61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 
83.62 83.62 84.24 84.24 84.86 84.86 
71.24 71.24 73.27 73.27 74.43 74.43 
76.29 76.29 77.14 77.14 77.99 77.99 
65.74 65.74 67.79 67.79 68.76 68.76 
63.93 63.93 63.93 63.93 63.93 63.93 
56.20 56.20 58.78 60.19 61.59 61.59 
58.78 58.78 61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 
77.24 77.24 78.66 79.44 80.49 80.49 
58.78 58.78 60.19 61.59 61.59 61.59 
73.55 73.55 74.51 74.51 74.98 74.98 
69.95 69.95 69.95 69.95 69.95 69.95 
70.25 70.25 72.34 72.34 73.47 73.47 
74.94 74.94 74.94 75.83 75.83 76.73 
71.58 71.58 72.61 72.61 72.87 72.87 
63.05 63.05 64.32 65.59 65.85 65.85 
63.89 63.89 63.89 63.89 63.92 63.92 
78.55 78.55 79.36 79.36 79.58 79.58 

68.75 68.75 70.64 70.64 70,8 70.80 

73.25 73.25 74.23 74.23 75.37 75.37 

68.76 68.76 68.76 69.85 70.94 70.94 
77.83 77.83 79.98 79.98 80.78 80.78 
67.71 67.71 69.98 69.96 69.96 69.96 
58.78 58.78 61.59 61.59 61.59 61.59 

60.22 60.22 62.94 62.94 62.94 62.94 

80.45 80.45 81.7 83.05 83.05 83.05 
65.58 65.58 68.77 69.89 70.63 70.63 
56.20 56.20 56.2 58.78 61.59 61.59 

*Estimate, subject to change based on updated unemployment Information; official FMAPs are published in the 
Federal Register by the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, Department of Health and Human 
Services 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
" I ,, 

41121



NCSL Meeting Notes. Washington D.C. Apri191
h and tO'\ 2010. 

Notes compiled by Rep. Mark McCullough 

April 9'\ 20 l 0 

First Session: Drug Prevention and Control 
by Gil Kierlikowske, Head of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 

He likes to say that Treatment is about half the cost of incarceration but also people become 
productive again. 
He thinks the best and brightest ideas DO NOT come from the Beltway. 
He understands living within a defined budget and getting innovative. 
He is developing the President's I'' drug control strategy. 
He has been fairly unimpressed with the annual strategies that come from the White House over 
the years. 
Of course, he says, this one will be different! Maybe so. Thinks it will be a template for local 
use. 
Dmg use in other countries is a huge problem, not just here. He says the addiction problem in 
Mexico is severe. Dmg traffickers started paying their employees in product, which then got 
pushed on some of the poorest of the poor in developing countries. 
He mentioned a big push will be through community based treatment programs. Sound 
Familiar Terri? Relatively small !lfants of $25,000 each. He said more money is now available. 
Substance abuse treatment is now being rolled into primary care medical training and treatment, 
because it is such a big problem. 
He commended the States for looking at Texting while driving, as an example of how the States 
can lead the way on an issue. Conversely, he says DRUGGED DRIVING is a very big problem 
and has not been explored enough. He says there was an 07 ~tudy that showed that 1 in 6 drivers 
test positive for a legal or illicit drug. This is evidently HIGHER than those that test for dmnk 
driving. 11% were illegal drugs, 8% of which was marijuana. A NUMBER OF STATES 
HAVE PER SE LAWS, BUT MANY DON'T. He suggested states seriously look at these laws. 
He mentioned that there are lots of services provided IN SILOS. Sound familiar guys? 
Didn't I have a bill that tried to address this but that got killed by the disembodied voices in 
Tulsa and by DHS? Enforcement not talking to dmg treatment, drug treatment providers not 
talking to mental health, mental heath not talking to DHS, etc. 
There are more deaths from drugs than from gun shot wounds. 
He said that 40 states have some kind of prescription monitoring program which are very useful!. 
He mentioned Oregon making Pseudo prescription. He said Mississippi just made Psuedo 
prescription. He seemed to like this idea. 

Janice Pauls, Kansas Rep. 
She said the Kansas Legislature appointed a DUI commission a couple of years ago with a 
cross section of agencies and groups including legislatures. There were a lot of turf battles and 
blaming at first and then folks settled down and have started getting honest with each other. They 
are looking at changes in the law. They said Kansas was a poster child for treatment and prisoner 
re-entry but funding has got cut. They are trying to expand drug courts. They have a state wide 
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She often said things like "I'm not really sure how this will work, the states will have to 
decide how this will work, I don't really know about how this will work." 

They are interested in "reining in" premiums that they think are too high. There is grant money 
available. 
Things going into etrect very soon: Dependent Adult Children. Prohibitions against Rescinding 
Coverage. 

Medical Loss Ratio Issue: %of health dollars that can go to admin and advertising vs. what goes 
to care. "Pretty stringent requirements." 

STATES CAN'T OPT OUT OF ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS BILL UNTILL 2017. 
STATES WILL NEED TO PASS LEGISLATION TO GET A WAIVER TO OPT OUT OF 
ANY PROVISION. SHE SAID THIS WAS IMPORTANT. 

IRS just put out a new section on their web site on what small businesses would have to do to 
comply. Forms, instructions, etc. 

New Medicaid Plan to provide home based services for long term care. It does include a 
maintenance of effort provision. 

New employer based long term care disability insurance. Automatic enrolment unless you 
"opt out." If you become disabled on the job you will get services. How does this effect 
Worker's Comp or SSD? There is a 5 year vestment period. It has to be self sustaining. 
Premiums will have to cover the costs. This was Kennedy's baby. She noted many are concerned 
that this will not be able to be self sustaining. 

Exchanges will have to be outlined by states by 20 13 and whether HHS will do the exchange. 

There must be State Legislation to approve sales of insurance between state lines. Evidently it 
will be a compact. 

Maintenance of etrort for non-pregnant, non-disabled Medicaid can be altered (waivers applied 
for) after the etrective date. 

The big date is 2014 for having most everything operational. 

Discussion 
Who should be at the table when developing the Exchanges. Angoff says that since Exchanges 
are such a big deal and so few people have experience with them, so anyone who has 
experience with exchanges or something like it would be good to find. 

Unmarried children up to age 26 will be eligible for parents insurance? Angoff isn't sure if the 
children will not have to stay at home to qualify. Angoffjoked otT a question about whether this 
would encourage co-habitation. Wilson: "This is one of the thinks they missed." This evidently 
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applies to married adult children up to age 26. "There are a lot of things that have not been 
thought through." 

The legislation evidently grandfathered in Mass on their exchange but DID NOT grandfather in 
Utah, which evidently exceeds the Exchange requirements. 

Angoff said that self funded plans are not prohibited. 

SERIOUSLY: These people didn't know A LOT about what was in the bill or how it would 
be implemented. This leads credence to the criticisms that this was a thrown together deal 
and is quite half baked. 

Guy from Houston: What about those employers that say that it would be cheaper for them to 
drop insurance and pay the fine? Angotf said "We're looking for ways to say yes, not ways to 
say no." "We're not going to be bureaucrats and interpret the statute narrowly." 

Good question: what about all the creative waivers that States already have with Medicaid? 
Angoff didn't know? 

Another question about waiving people out of the federal plans. She didn't know. You would 
likely have to demonstrate equivalency 

I asked the elephant in the living room question: what about the wholesale pushback coming 
from several states? Constitutional Crisis? He minimized. He said "some" states have challenged 
the law (he said only 13 states have challenged and only 2 Atty Generals have filed suits). He 
said it creates an awkward situation. It's not HHS's worry. That's up to the courts. Fair enough. 

The Feds will be the police on the high risk pools. If the stahs have their own exchange then 
the Feds won't determine rates for the high risk pools. 

There are grants to create the exchanges, there are grants for the high risk pools, there are 
consumer assistance grants. He says the State come out "net ahead." 

Wilson: There is NOT enhanced match for eligibility for Medicaid (50%). This is a 
weakness. There is not an enhanced match for enhanced eligibility. This is an issue. 

High Risk pools gives way in 2014 to Community Rating. It's modified Community Rating. 

Angotf: This is not a single payer bill. It is to everyone's advantage to work together on this. 

I asked the obvious: won't community rating and guarantee issue push up costs? An goff, 
weakly, admitted that states that have done this have struggled, but the intent of the bill is 
to increase the pool and so should keep the costs down. Wilson said that the other states 
that have done this didn't have the advantage of the SUBSIDIES that will be available. 
What I didn't ask: how will we sustain the subsidies? 
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Angoti assured us that he has "seen nothing in the double digits" as far as rate increases are 
concerned. Well, that is comforting. 

Lunch Speaker Newt Gingrich 
We are in deep yogurt. He had dozens of great, common sense ideas, but who the heck is 
listening? He said it's hard to implement even basic, minimal common sense reform. I feel his 
pain. Some suggestions were fraud abatement in various programs, emphasizing more personal 
responsibility, regaining local control and to stop subsidizing loans to people who can't aftord 
housing. Go dig fallout shelters and stock them with canned goods, hide the women and children. 
If we don't right this debt laden ship we better start learning to use chopsticks and speak Hindi 
'cause China and India are going to own us. I exaggerate ... kind a. 

Third Session- Discussion Roundtable 
Speaker of Utah House 
They have been doing a TON of stuff in Utah. They also created a Health Care Exchange. They 
are one in two functioning Exchange programs. Utah's is the market based one. Mass is the 
one that's a mess. No individual or employer mandates. In Utah there is a risk adjustment 
mechanism. One suggestion: He doesn't believe that we can repeal this new entitlement and 
Health Care Law. The next 12 months may be the most crucial time to voice their opinions 
on how to run the program up to the bureaucrats. Shame on us if we don't. We might 
consider sending someone to Utah (and Indiana) or bring someone down here to school us on 
everything they've tried. I asked him and he said he'd be happy to have us come there. 

Utah also is shifting from a defined benefit to a defined contribution and they have 
extended a employer tax break on insurance to individuals as well. 

Rep. Elaine Harvey, Wyoming · 
lncentivize providers for getting high risk Medicaid populati~ns in for prevention and chronic 
condition management. They are starting a pilot personal HSA program for their Medicaid 
patients. 

Richard Cauchi, NCSL Program Director 
He talked about the State "push back" laws against the Health Bill. Thirty nine states have 
something in the works. 4 passed. I 0 failed. Ballot question in 1. Utah was one of the states that 
passed a "rejection" measure. 

18 State AG's are citing the I O'h Amendment. 

It's just too early to say how this will shake out, except in States where the Legislature has 
forbidden state employees from implementing the Health Care Law. 

Hard, numbers driven, non-partisan ideas: Administrative Simplification; Global Payment to 
HCP's; Episode of Care Payments; All-Payer Claims Databases; Accountable Care 
Organizations. See handouts. 
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Rep. Peggy Welch, Indiana 
Asked the uncomfortable but obvious question: how many States have formed committee's 
to make sure the right people at the table for the (unthinkable) eventuality of implementing 
the Heath Care Law? Indiana has one and Texas has two. I had a good talk about this with a 
very rational Vice Chair of the Texas' House Select Committee on the subject: Rep. Gamet 
Coleman (713-520-5355). 

Rep. Peter Koutouiian, Mass 
Real honest comments from a Rep from Mass on the accelerating costs they are experiencing. 
Talked about "cost containment" "payment reform" and "capitation" all code for rationing. Was 
pretty honest about it. He tipped his hat to Utah's efforts to make it consumer driven. He did say, 
I think mistakenly, that Mass's costs were "on target." He thinks that there was a couple of% 
points jump in Docs available to treat new enrollees, but it's not long term data. 

Dave Clark 
They found a couple of vendors who they used to leverage their limited funds to build their 
Exchange program. State employee benefits are not part of the Utah Exchange yet. It is a very 
rich plan. 

/~ourth Session: Food Systems, Healthy Food and Fitness Options for Kids and 
Communities 
Michael Hamm, PhD, Michigan State 
83 Million children under the age of 19 years who need I 00 billion pound of"good" food per 
year, excluding fats, sweets and junk. 

He argues that we will NOT produce enough "good" food from some romantic ideal of a 5 acre 
farm. 

~fo 

But, we could work toward Locally-integrated Food Supply Across America. More and more our 
food supply comes from far off locals. However, he thinks this is a BAD idea for national 
security. 

He thinks Diversity is good in this regard. I e. Diversity of Scale, Product, Production Strategy, 
Background and Ownership Strategies. 

Important Point: Re-engage fostering diversity in our food supply system. Why? There is a link 
b/t good food supply and public health. 

We need 2 or 3 California sized production areas to produce the "good" foods in quantities that 
we are suppose to be eating. 

He thinks in 20 or 30 years, CA won't be able to sustain what they are doing from a food 
production stand point. 

There is a direct line between local food production, public health and economic development. 
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Bottom line, we need more locally grown fruit and produce. Not unreasonable. 

Hot topic right now: FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM. They do this in Michigan. 

Discussed the importance of developing farmers markets. 

Hot topic right now: URBAN AGRICULTURE. He gave Detroit as an example. He says its 
shrunk roughly to the size of Tulsa. He says there are BOO COO empty residential lots that are 
owned by the city due to foreclosures and subsequent demolition. This may not be the pie-in
the-sky, small-is-beautiful, green agenda, liberal fantasy that it once was. There really is a 
LOT of land in some decaying urban areas. What if low income families were given three 
acres to farm in these areas? Better food, exercise, and potential economic development. 
Not unlike what development organizations have been promoting in third world countries for 
decades. Hmm. 

Mane! Kappagoda, Dept. Dir for Envn. Health and Div of Nutr, Phys Activ. and Obesity of 
the CDC. Wow, that is a long title. 
Really nice, well spoken young lady. Told a clever joke about her talk being a "sampler platter." 
Get it. Food seminar. ... sampler platter. The funniest thing I'd heard all day, next to the claim 
that the Mass Health Plan was on budget. 

Topic: Promoting Agriculture and Environmental Health. Essentially, use re-development funds 
to do Urban Agriculture, etc. Idea: Expand the definition of Urban Blight so you could get re
development money. Re-define blight to include areas with high incidents of obesity? Ehh ..... I 
don't know about this ..... that sounds suspiciously like an eminent domain scandal waiting to 
happen. 

Other ideas: State Certification of Farmers Markets. Exempt'''fresh food carts from licensing. 
Soda taxes. 

Physical Activity ideas. Maximize the use of schools for community use through Joint Use 
Agreements. Explicitly authorize and promote thru legislation as civic centers. 

I think this was the official "big government/nanny state" speaker that SCSL is obligated to slip 
in once a day in every conference. 

Christina Essig, Equally Long Title from CDC on loan to Dept of Ag. 
An earnest, sincere, young woman. Read her speech off a sheet. Not that I haven't done that. 

Food desetis. Not desserts. Deserts. Like The Mojave. Get it right. "Food desert" is evidently a 
new PC term meaning folks don't have access to enough fruits and vegetables. They want to 
eliminate food deserts in 7 years. 

Other ideas: Reduce zoning of fast food restaurants. Menu labeling. One good idea: Fanners 
markets accepting WIC and Food Stamps. Do we do this? 
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Did I say the other lady was the "nanny state" speaker? I think it's this lady. The other gal was 
the wann up band. 

She used terms like "sociological models" "changing cognitions about food" "being 
complementary to the one on one approach" "use of policy systems and environmental systems 
to create healthy communities" OH MY GOSH WOULD SOMEONE GIVE ME A CYANIDE 
TABLET!!!! 
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;\ICSL :\leeting :'olotes. Washington D.C. Apri19'" and 10'", 2010. 

N otcs compiled by Rep. Mark 'vlcCullough 

Second Session 
Health Reform: What Now? (The session on The Health Care Bill) 
Jay Angoff- Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Came off as flippant, dismissive, certainly uninformed and maybe a little irritated he had to put 
up with questions from us hicks. 
Lots of talk about the Exchange. 
He says the new law actually strengthens State regulation of insurance. 
Threw a few bones to "States know best on how to improve health care." 

Joy Wilson- Federal Affairs Counsel/Health Policy Director 
Professional, non-condescending, serious, did not come off uninformed even though there were 
many things she honestly didn't know, came clean on major shortcomings- when they were 
raised. 
There is a handout. I' II attach it. 
The following are evidently immediate changes: 

CHIP funding is now dependent on funding Medicaid. This is an important development. 

They will be trying to get Medicaid and Medicare to work better together on their Duel 
Eligible's. 

Web based portal on the Exchange and Medicaid Eligibility. Date is July l '' 2013. Need to 
decide what office will be in charge of this. 
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Congress is about to set off a chain reaction that it has not planned for and will not be able to contain. 

The health care legislation currently in Congress not only imposes new costs on states through expansion ofthe Medicaid program; it 
also preempts state authority in management of the program. Faced with becoming merely an agent of the federal government, states 
will likely take the rational and reasoned approach of simply ending the state-federal partnership known as Medicaid. 

Nearly Every State Would Be Better Off 

How individuals, employers, and others would react to the new health care legislation is unpredictable enough, ill but how state 
governments would cope has been largely overlooked by Congress. 

Also overlooked is the fact that state participation in Medicaid is entirely voluntary, Medicaid is fundamentally "a cooperative 
federal-state program through which the federal government provides financial assistance to states so they may furnish medical care 
to needy individuals .... [P]articipation in the program is voluntary."_L7J States opted into Medicaid, and they can opt out. 

Congress clearly fears that with the creation of the new entitlement, states would respond by lowering Medicaid eligibility. Hence~ 
both the House and Senate attempt to prevent such state action by imposing "maintenance of effort" (MOE) requirements on the 
states. 1ilr. 

If all states withdraw from Medicaid, their collective savings would be $725 billion over the 2013-2019 period, but they would 
exceed $1 trillion over 10 years. This assumes that states will continue to spend at least 90 percent of what they spend now on 
Medicaid long-term care services with state-only dollars. On a state-by-state basis, every state except North Dakota would come out 
ahead financially by leaving Medicaid but continuing long-term care spending with state-only dollars, Of course, if North Dakota 
reduced its long-term care spending, it too would come out ahead. 

The cost to the federal government to replace the state share of Medicaid, however, would be greater than $1 trillion as the entire 
Medicaid population would become eligible for the new, more expensive federal subsidies for premiums and cost-sharing. Moreover, 
the states would no longer pay for Medicare cost-sharing or the state "clawback" for Medicare prescription drugs. 

The Lost Decade for States 

The reasons states would seriously consider opting out of Medicaid are simple: They would no longer be able to afford Medicaid, and 
it is politically infeasible to have one quarter of a state's budget controlled by Washington rather than the state capitoL 

The health care legislation in both the House and Senate would require states to increase their Medicaid spending. Although the bil1s 
would provide additional federal funds for new proposed Medicaid populations, Congress does not seem to realize that states cannot 
afford the current Medicaid program. 

Ray Scheppach, executive director of the National Governors Association, warns that "states will not fully recover from this recession 
until late in the next decade."QJ To close their budget gaps, states have and will continue to cut spending for Medicaid, education, 
and other state priorities. Now that the federal government has committed itself to a massive new entitlement, states could solve their 
budget problems by simply getting out of Medicaid. 

Congressional Miscalculation 

The health care legislation creates a new federal entitlement to generous health care benefits funded with generous subsidies. For 
individuals at the lowest income levels, these subsidies will be worth more than $20,000 for a family of four. However, those eligible 
fOr Medicaid are not eligible for the new federal subsidies. The reason? Allowing subsidies to Medicaid-eligible individuals would 
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bust the federal budget. 

This exclusion of 60 million U.S. citizens currently on Medicaid from the new program has received virtually no public attention. In 
addition to the current Medicaid population, the House and Senate will require states to cover another 15-20 million individuals by 
establishing a new minimum federal income test. The House would require states to cover all individuals at or below 150 percent of 
the federal poverty level (FPL), while the Senate would require coverage at or below 133 percent ofFPL. 

[t should be noted that states already have the authority to cover millions ofthese individuals who are the parents or caretakers oflow
income children, and some states have already extended eligibility to these Medicaid populations at their own choice. 

Buying State Silence 

Medicaid financing is determined by a fonnula based on a per-capita income of a state compared to national per-capita income. The 
federal government sends more money to a "poorer" state like Louisiana than a wealthier one like Illinois. States receive no less than 
a 50 percent match rate from the federal government and potentially could receive as high as 83 percent. On average, states fund 43 
percent of the Medicaid program. 

Increasing Medicaid eligibility and other costs in the program would therefore increase state spending. Faced with state opposition to 
increased Medicaid costs, the House and Senate have tried out various enhanced matching rates to lower state liabilities. 

However, states may receive substantially less money from the federal government than they expect based on how many current 
eligibles enroll in Medicaid (for whom there is no enhanced match) and how the MOE requirements are interpreted through 
rulemaking. States have billions of dollars at stake based on the MOE. Yet there has been virtuaHy no discussion of this critical issue 
during the committee and floor debates in Congress. 

Greater Federal Control as Well 

The legislation would not only increase federal eligibility requirements; it would also increase federal control over the states. The 
House bill includes more than a dozen new provisions that would substitute federal requirements for state discretion.I~J 

States will not understand the full impact ofthe federal takeover for years to come as regulations are written and litigation ensues. 
Section 2101 of the Senate bill would increase the federal match rate tor the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) but 
would not add more money to state allotments. States would spend the federal dollars fa.o:;ter, thereby running out of SCHIP funds 
sooner. 

What happens then? Section 2101(b)(l) adds a new MOE requirement that provides, ~'In the event that allotments ... are insufficient 
... a State shall establish procedures to ensure that such children are provided coverage" (emphasis added). What does this mean? 
The authors know full well that the allotments would be insufficient because no new federal dollars are provided. They are setting up 
a future fight over what ensure means. States will certainly want a limited interpretation, such as making families aware of their 
options. But the Administration could broaden this interpretation through rulemaking, and the courts could broaden it even further. 
States could one day be stunned to find out that ensure means paying the cost of coverage with state funds. 

Section 2304 of the Senate bill provides a new definition of medical assistance. Why, after more than 40 years of Medicaid history, 
does the Senate suddenly believe a new definition is needed in the program? And what is the impact? It could mean that the federal 
courts would be opened more broadly to allow individuals to sue states beyond whht is currently allowed. States have won a number 
of court cases in recent years that have limited federal review.W 

States are not expected to create providers where they do not exist beyond what is available to the general public. Perhaps after this 
language appears, they will be required to do so. Medicaid pays for access; will state officials become liable for outcomes? 
Arguments that have enabled states to prevail in court in the past may be washed away if this language becomes law. Congress surely 
intends the new language to mean something, and one can reasonably assume that it means an erosion of state authority. 

The Rational Choice for States 

By piling billions of dollars in new costs onto states and imposing greater federal control over the states, Congress is recklessly 
increasing the likelihood that states will exert their own authority as sovereign units of government and end their participation in 
Medicaid entirely. 

The savings to state budgets are so enormous that failure to leave Medicaid might be viewed as irresponsible on the part of elected 
state officials. The federal government, however, would be left holding a trillion-dollar-plus tab. 
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Projected State Savings from Terminating Medicaid Participation 
Starting in FY 2013 
Cumulative Szwings for FC"dcra! Fiscal YeJrs 2013 2019, in Millions of Dollars 
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Health Cost Containment, 
and Efficiencies 

NCSL Briefs for State Legislatures 

Collecting Health Data: All-Payer Claims Databases 
Cost Containment Strategy and Logic 
In recent years, several states have established databases 
that collect health insurance claims information from all 
health care payers into a statewide information reposito
ry. Known as "all-payer claims databases" or "all-payer, all
claims databases," they are designed to inform cost contain
ment and quality improvement efforts. Payers include pri
vate health insurers, Medicaid, children's health insurance 
and state employee health benefit programs, prescription 
drug plans, dental insurers, self-insured employer plans and 

Table 1. Benefits of All-Payer, 
All-Claims Data Collection Programs 

Businesses 
• Helps businesses know where they stand with 

respect to their coverage's costs and included 
services~ 

• Provides access to information that gives busi-· · 
nesses a better negotiating position. 

• Allows businesses to choose insurance products . 
for employees based on price and quality. 

Consumers 
• Provides consumers with access to information 

to help them make informed decisions with their 
health care providers so they can determine 
which providers and treatments are most effec-, · 
tive and efficient. 

Providers 
• Supports provider efforts to design targeted 

quality improvement initiatives. 
• Enables providers to compare their performance 

with that of their peers. 

Policymakers 
• Enables [the state] to identify communities that 

provide cost-effective care and learn from their 
successes. 

• Allows targeted population health initiatives. 
• Allows reform efforts to be evaluated so success

ful initiatives can be identified and replicated. 
• Allows identification of opportunities for further 

reform. 

Source: Oregon Hculth Fund Board, "A'1m High: Building a Healthy 
Oreqon~Fin<tl Rf::'port.N November 2008, http://www.oregon.gov/ 
OHPPR!HFB/rlac<;/Fin<li__Report_ l2_2008.pdf. 

Medicare (where it is avail
able to a state). The databases 
contain eligibility and claims 
data (medical, pharmacy and 
dental) and are used to report 
cost, use and quality informa
tion. The data consist of "ser
vice-level" information based 
on valid claims processed by 
health payers. Service-level 
information includes charges 
and payments, the provider(s) 
receiving payment, clinical di
agnosis and procedure codes, 

Some states are us-
ing all-payer claims 
databases to identify 
potential areas for cost 
savings. It Is still too 
early, however, to deter
mine the effectiveness 
of databases in helping 
states shape successful 
cost containment ef
forts. 

and patient demographics. To mask the identity of patients and 
ensure privacy, states usually encrypt, aggregate and suppress 
patient identifiers. 

All-payer claims databases alone are not a means of controlling 
costs. Rather, they provide detailed information to help design 
and assess various cost containment and quality improvement 
efforts. By c~tecting all claims into one data system, states gain 
a complete picture of what care costs, how much providers 
receive from different payers for the same or s'1milar services, 
the resources used to treat patients, and variations across the 
state and among providers in the total cost to treat an illness 
or medical event (e.g., a heart attack or knee surgery): In turn, 
businesses, consumers, providers and policymakers can use 
the information to make better-informed decisions about cost
effective care (Table 1). All-payer claims databases also are an 
important source of information for designing and implement
ing payment and delivery systems reforms, such as pay-for-per
formance, episode-of-care payments, global payments, medi
cal homes and accountable care organizations (all of which are 
discussed in other briefs in this series). 

Goals of Cost Containment 
Studies confirm the United States spends significantly more 
on health care than other countries but, on the whole, does 
not produce better outcomes for patients; it does not receive 
equivalent value for each heath care dollar. Researchers esti
mate that up to 30 percent of spending on health care is wast
ed.1 

Without comprehensive data on costs, components, results 
and demographics of cJre, it is difficult to identify Jnd elimi
nJte waste. Without r(!liJble information about how Jnd where 
health cure dollars are spent and how patients move through 41134
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the system, states cannot design effective programs to address 
both unnecessary and inadequate care to realize health care 
system savings. In some cases, all-payer claims databases can 
be used to identify the most cost-effective providers and meth
ods of care. They also can provide valuable information to as
sess the relationship between total care costs, prices, use and 
service intensity, on the one hand, and quality and results of 
care for different providers, treatments and populations, on the 
other. Due to data limitations, not all these applications may be 
possible. 

State Examples 
• As of December 2009, all-payer claims databases were op
erational or under development in Kansas, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Oregon, Tennes
see, Utah and Vermont. The all-payer claims databases in Maine, 
Maryland and New Hampshire were established partially in re
sponse to escalating health care costs and premiums. 

• Most state all-payer claims databases have a governing 
board or advisory committee that administers or provides 
recommendations on the operation of, and reports to be gen
erated from, the databases. The committees usually include 
directors of state health agencies and representatives of key 
stakeholder groups, such as health insurers, hospitals, physi
cians, employers and consumers. Some states out-source data 
management and analytics. Others conduct all or some of the 
activities in-house. Efforts are under way to standardize data 
collection processes to make multi-state insurer participation 
administratively simpler and allow for cross-state data applica
tions and analyses. 

• States that require payers to submit claims data often have 
statutory penalties for failure to do so in a timelymanner (e.g., 
$1,000 for each week of delay in Massachusetts, $500 per day 
in Oregon and $100 per day in Tennessee}. 

• Legislation enacted in 1995 established the Maine Health 
Data Organization (MHDO}.' Maine is one of 30 states where 
health data organizations collect and disseminate health care 
data for policy and market uses. As with other state data or
ganizations, Maine's reporting systems consist of hospital 
financial and organizational data (including inpatient, outpa
tient and emergency department data}; non-hospital ambu
latory service data; and quality data. In 2003, Maine became 
the first state to require all payers to report claims data.' 

Today, MHDO has nine full-time-equivalent employees and 
an annual budget of about $1.8 million. Several studies have 
used MHDO data to identify areas of the health care system 
that could benefit from specific cost containment efforts. One 
study, for example, used MHDO data to identify significant un
warranted variation in use and costs of care across the state.4 

It concluded that. if potentially avoidable inpatient use and 
high-cost/high-variation outpatient usewere reduced by 50 
percent, medical spending by commercial health payers could 
be reduced by 11.5 percent and Medicaid spending could be 

ill\\ • ' 

reduced by 5.7 percent. A second study showed Maine uses 30 
percent more emergency services than the nJtional average.S 
Researchers estimated health care payers in Maine could save 
$115 million annually by reducing avoidable emergency de
partment use. Maine plans to use its claims database "to iden
tify specific inefficiencies to start working with stakeholders on 
levers to reduce waste."6 

• A 2003 New Hampshire law created the New Hampshire 
Comprehensive Health Information System (CHIS}.' which con
sists of claims and eligibility data from Medicaid and commer
cial payers. A website, New Hampshire HealthCost, uses CHIS 
data to provide comparative information to consumers and em
ployers about the estimated amount a hospital, surgery center, 
physician or other health care professional receives for its ser
vices. HealthCost provides information specific to an insured 
person's health benefits coverage and also shows health costs 
for uninsured patients. Employers can use the website's Benefit 
Index Tool to compare carriers' health plan premiums and ben
efits. CHIS data are used to produce health care cost, quality 
and use reports. One report, for example, found that Medicaid 
members who received primary care in 2006 incurred $4.1 mil
lion for outpatient emergency department visits for conditions 
more appropriately treated in a primary care setting.' A sec
ond, related report found a significant amount of emergency 
department use by Medicaid patients who used the emergen
cy department most frequently was associated with conditions 
that probably could have been treated in a primary care office 
or clinic.' An estimated $2.1 million could have been saved if 
each frequent emergency department user had made just one 
less outpatient emergency room visit during 2006. 

':!!-" . 
• A 1993 Maryland law created the Maryland Medical Care 
Data Base,10 which includes health care practitioner claims 
(e.g., physician, podiatrist, nurse practitioner} and pharmacy 
services. Payers that collect more than $1 million in health in
surance premiums annually must submit claims data. Medicare 
claims also are part ofthe database. Although the program has 
access to Medicaid claims, they are not part of the database. 
The Maryland Health Care Commission uses claims data to re
port costs and use of professional health services, including 
variations in charges. A November 2009 report, for example, 
analyzed expenditures for professional services by privately 
insured patients between 2006 and 2007." The report found 
average professional services expenditures grew 3 percent in 
2007, mainly as a result of increases in the number of services 
per user as opposed to increases in health care prices. 

• Several states are using their all-payer claims databases for 
specific cost containment-related initiatives. Utah plans to use 
claims data to compare the cost of caring for newborns whose 
mothers had limited or no prenatal care to mothers who had 
the recommended number of prenatal visits. Kansas intends 
to use data from its all-payer claims system to develop cost
saving initiatives in its Medicaid or state employee health plan 
by the summer of 2011. 

41135



Non-State Examples 
• The Wisconsin Health Information Organization (WHIO), a 
private nonprofit organization, is comprised of multiple payers 
that voluntarily submit claims data to the WHIO Health Analyt
ics Exchange. The organization was incorporated in late 2006 
by insurers, employers and providers (e.g., Anthem Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Wisconsin, Humana, Greater Milwaukee Business 
Foundation on Health, Wisconsin Medical Society and Wiscon
sin Hospital Association). In 2007, the Wisconsin Department 
of Health and Family Services and Wisconsin Department of 
Employee Trust Funds became members. Currently, WHIO re
ceives data from 29 percent of health care claims in the state 
and has commitments from Medicaid and other health plans 
for submission of claims data that will bring the total to more 
than 50 percent of the population in 2010. WHIO's goal is to use 
data to improve the quality, affordabi/ity, safety and efficiency 
of health care delivered to patients in Wisconsin. 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services plans 
to build a nationwide all-payer claims database consisting of 
a representative sample of the population. The data will be 
used to analyze and compare the effectiveness of medical 
treatments for various conditions. The department posted a 
pre-solicitation in December 2009 for"a targeted design study 
to inform the creation of such a database and supporting ser
vices, methods, and skills~" 

Effectiveness of Cost Containment Approach 
It is still too early to assess how effectively state all-payer c/ aims 
databases can help states control costs. Most programs have 
not been in use long enough to determine their effectiveness 
in shaping successful cost containment efforts. To date, all-pay
er claims database programs have not focused on cost contain
ment per se. Rather, the focal point has been using claims infor
mation to investigate statewide variations in costs and health 
care use and publishing data that allow the public to compare 
health care prices and quality. Some states (e.g., Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire) have used claims data to identify poten
tial areas for cost savings. 

• At least one state-New Hampshire-has used its all-payer 
claims database to assess the effect of publishing comparative 
health service prices on prices over time. The analysis was in
tended to determine the effect of the state's HealthCost web
site on prices for health care procedures shown on the web
site. Before HealthCost was launched, some suggested it could 
encourage price competition and help slow price increases 
for procedures listed on the website. Others said higher prices 
could result due to provider access to their competitors' rates. 
Still others said prices could become more consistent as pro
viders with high rates lowered them and providers with low 
rates moved to the mean. In fact, the analysis found no demon
strable effect on providers' prices over time. 11 

• Evidence exists that analyses of claims data can help evalu
ate progrtJ.ms that are designed to control costs. A private sec· 
tor study published in 1989 used claims data to assess the ef-

feet on costs of using primary care physicians as gatekeeper~ in 
managed care programs. 14 Although researchers did not h<.ive 
access to an all-payer claims database, they used four years of 
claims data from a large insurer to conduct their study. They 
found gatekeeping resulted in lower costs during the first year, 
primarily due to reduced use of specialists, but costs rose dur
ing the second year to just below indemnity (i.e., fee-for-ser
vice) plan levels. 

Challenges 
Several challenges exist to setting up all-payer claims data
bases. 
• Providers may object to payers reporting data about their 
practices. They may be concerned about how the data will be 
used, whether it will accurately reflect prices and quality, and if 
it will account for variations in the complexity of their cases. 
• Consumers may be concerned about the privacy and se
curity of their information, although this often is explicitly ad
dressed in state authorizing legislation and regulations. 
• Large, multi-state insurers, concerned about administrative 
costs of complying with various state database requirements, 
may lobby for states to harmonize rules and procedures. 
• A state may not be able to obtain data from employers that 
have self-insured health plans unless the information is avail
able from the third-party administrators of such plans. Some 
employers, however, may voluntarily submit claims data, since 
it is in their interest to compare the prices they pay with what 
others pay. Information about all users of the health system 
should be-but often is not-in the database to provide a 
complete picture of health care use and cost. For the most part, 
states do not have access to claims data for Medicare patients 
and have ei![ler no or limited data about uninsured patients. 
• The cost of establishing and maintaining an all-payer 
claims database and publishing and analyzing database infor
mation can be significant. Vermont estimated start-up costs 
for its database would be approximately $500,000 for FY 2009. 
The Utah Legislature appropriated $625,000 in 2008 to launch 
its all-payer claims database; annual costs are projected to be 
$1 million, paid for primarily with state and Medicaid match
ing funds. In 2008, the Oregon Health Fund Board suggested 
investing $400,000 in state funds and $300,000 in federal funds 
to establish a database. 

Complementary Strategies 
All-payer claims databases provide valuable information for 
structuring and evaluating a number of cost containment strat
egies. Strategies include payment reforms, such as episode-of
care and global payments; and delivery system reforms, such 
as medical homes, care coordination, chronic disease manage
ment and broad-scale health information technology projects 
(which are the subject of other briefs in this series). 

41136



For More Information 
Love, Denise. "All Payer Claims Database: Implementation in the 

States," PowerPoint presentation, Oregon Senate Health 
Jnd Veterans Affairs Committee, March 10, 2009; http:// 
www.oreg on.gov /OH PPR/HF B/docs/2009 _Legislature_ 
Presentations/3. 1 0.09/ o regon_sl i des_apcd_P RINT.pdf. 

Miller, Patrick. "Overview of All-Payer Claims Databases;· Pow
erPoint presentation, National Association of Health Data 
Organizations Annual Conference, October 2009; www. 
statecoverage.org/files/Miller<'A>200verview.ppt. 

Regional All-Payer Healthcare Information Council website, 
http:/ /raphic.org/. 

NCSL has posted supplemental materials and 2010 updates on 
.this topic online at http·//www,ncsl.orgf7tabid 19929, 

Acknowledgment 
Thanks go to Josephine Porter, co-chair, Regional All-Payer 
Healthcare Information Council and deputy director, New 
Hampshire Institute for Health Policy and Practice, and Denise 
Love, executive director, National Association of HealthData 
Organizations, who reviewed an early draft of this brief. 

Notes 
1. "Frequently Asked Questions," The Dartmouth Atlas of Care website, 

http:/ /www.da rtmou thadas.org/faq.sh tm. 
2. 1995 Me. Laws, Chap. 1683 (laws of Maine). 
3. Alan M. Prysunka, "Maine Health Data Organization," PowerPoint pre

sentation, Health Data Colloquium: Models for Public-Private Partnerships, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Feb. 2, 2005; http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc. 
edu/healthpolicy/eHealth.htm. 

., Advh•Jry 1"":uuncii un 1-II'Liith S~:.tem~ CevclOJJment, He.Jith C1r~ 
(u~t On•Jers in Maine: Report .1nd RecommendLIIions •,Auqu:.ta, M.l1ne: Di
fh']OHc,Jith, April 2009); http://www.muine.gov/tools/whL!tsnew/JtiJCh. 
php?id = 70138<JR.un-~1. 

5. E. Kdbreth et .d., An<Jiys1S of 2006 M.:~ine Emergency Dep.:~rtment Usc: 
A Study Conducted an Behulf of the Emt-rgency Department Use Work Group 
of the ,\o\ame Advisory Council on Health System Development, Project Final 
Report (Portland, Maine: Muskie School of Public Service, February 2009); 
http://www.mehaf.org/pictures/reportsandbriefs/ME_ED_':ii20Use_FlNAL_RE
PORT_2.24.Q9.pdf. 

6. Peter Kraut. ~oirigo He,ilth Reform: Financing Access Expansion 
Through Cost Containment Initiatives,~ PowerPoint presentution, State Cov
erage Initiatives Summer Workshop for State Officials, San Francisco, July 31, 
2008. 

7. 2005 N.H. Laws, Chap. 248·19. 
8. New Hampshire Comprehensive Health Care Information System, 

~comparison of Primary Care Received by NH Medicaid Members at Different 
Practice Settings," Issue Brief (Concord, N.H.; New Hampshire Department of 
Health and Human Services, May 2009); http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/OHHS/ 
OMBP /U 8 RARY /Data-Statis ticai+Report/ pri marycare.htm 

9. New Hampshire Comprehensive Health Care Information System, MFre
quent Outpatient Emergency Department Use by NH Medicaid Members," Is
sue Brief (Concord, N.H.; New Hampshire Department of Health and Human 
Services, October 2008); http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/OM8P/LIBAARY/ 
Data-Statisticai+Report/emergencyroom.htm 

10. Md. 1993 Md. Laws, Chap. 9. 
1 1. Maryland Health Care Commission Center for Analysis and lnforma· 

tion Services, Practitioner Utilization: Trends Among Privately Insured Patients, 
2006·2007 (Baltimore: MHCC, November 2009); http://dasslc.netaddress.com/ 
tpl/1nfo/123WHIAJT /Popup ?hidden_url=http%3A%2F%2Fmhcc.maryland. 
gov%2Fhealth_care_expenditures%2Fexputii2009%2Freport.pdf. 

12. U.S, Department of Health and Human Services, Strategic Design for 
an All-Payor, AU-Claims Database to Support Comparative Effectiveness Re
search, Solicitation No. 10-233-SOL-00039 (Washington, D.C.; USDHHS, Dec. 
lS, 2009). 

13. New Hampshire Insurance Department, The Impact of Price Transpar
ency on HealthCost Services in New Hampshire (Concord, NH, NHID, Aug. 11, 
2009; http:/ /www.n h .gov /in surance/lah/documents/im pact-hcinn h. pdf. 

14. D.P. Martinet al., "Effect of a Gatekeeper Plan on Health Services Use 
and Charges: A Randomized Trial,~ American Journal of Public Health 79, no. 12 
(1989); http://ajph.aphapublications.org/cgl/contentlabstract/79/12/1628. 

~1. 

About this Project 
NCSL's Health Cost Containment and Efficiency Series describes multiple alternative state policy approaches, with an emphasis on document
ed and fiscally calculated results. The project is housed at the NCSL Health Program in Denver, Colorado. It is led by Richard Cauchi, program 
director, and Martha King, group director, with Barbara Yondorf as lead researcher. 

NCSL gratefully acknowledges the financial support for this publication series from The Colorado Health Foundation and Rose Community 
Foundation of Denver, Colorado. 

' Ill\\ 
I Hill 

~ational Conference of State Legislatures 

W!JiiJ.ITI T. Pound, Executi\e Director 

;-nu East First Pbce 

Denver. Color:1do ..,02.30 
d0_1) Y4-7-00 

+i-~ i'~onl1 CJ.pirol 5rreet, 0J . .,X.'., tt515 

'-Va.1hingron. D.C. 21)001 

41137



Health Cost Containment 
and Efficiencies 

NCSL Briefs for State Legislatures 

Accountable Care Organizations 
Cost Containment Strategy and Logic 
An accountable care organization (ACO) is a local, provid
er-led entity comprised of a wide range of collaborating 
providers. ACOs monitor care across multiple or all care 
settings (e.g., physician practices, clinics and hospitals) 
and are accountable to health care payers (e.g., Medicaid, 
Medicare or private insurers) for the overall cost and qual
ity of care for a defined population. They provide an over
arching structure for coupling health care delivery system 
reforms (e.g., medical homes and electronic medical re
cords) and new forms of provider payment (e.g., global 
and episode-of-care payments) (Figure 1). The ACO con
cept envisions direct contracting by payers with provider 
organizations without reliance on a health plan interme
diary such as a managed care plan. 

In and of themselves, ACOs are not a cost containment 
strategy. Rather, they are a vehicle for implementing com
prehensive paym~nt reform and health care system rede
sign in order to control the growth in health care costs and 

·obtain better value for each health care dollar. 

come from better chronic 
care management, compli
ance with preventive care 
guidelines and better care 
coordination among ACO. 
providers. 

ACOs are a relatively new, 
largely untested concept. As 
a result, the exact definition 
of what constitutes an ac-
countable care organization 
varies. Common elements 

Accountable care organi
zations, a relatively new 
concept, have not been 
fully tested. Existing evi
dence indicates that fully 
integrated ACOs can pro
vide higher-quality, more 
efficient care than smaller, 
more loosely organized 
ones; 

and variations in an ACO definition are described below. 

• According to the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, 
"The defining characteristic of ACOs is that a set of physicians 
and hospitals accept joint responsibility for the quality and cost 
of care received by the ACO's panel of patients." 

• ACOs serve a patient population {e.g., Medicaid recipients 
or health pl'&n enrollees) in a defined medical service area. A 
medical service area {sometimes called a hospital referral area) 
includes most or all the health care services needed by patients 
living in the area. The ACO concept may allow for only one or 
for several competing ACOs in a medical service area. 

• ACOs receive financial incentives to contain costs and im
prove quality through the collaborative efforts of the providers 

,-------;::----:---::--:-::::-:-:----:-:-------------, in their networks. Incentives are based, 
Figure 1. The ACO is the overarching structure in part, on the extent to which provid-

The following example illustrates how an ACO might work 
to control health care costs, developed by health policy 
expert, Steven Shortell. Health care providers sign an 
agreement to participate with the ACO. Spending targets 
are set based on past years' data. If total spending comes 
in under target, providers share the savings. Savings 

Bundled 
Payments 

within which other reforms can thrive ers in the ACO meet or fail to meet ef

Medical 
Home 

Partial 
Capitation 

ficiency and quality goals. Goals are set 
by, or negotiated with, payers. 

• ACOs provide support services to 
providers to help them achieve quality 
and efficiency goals. Support services 
include care coordination, health in
formation technology support, perfor
mance feedback and assistance with 
practice redesign. 

• ACOs can include a wide continu
um of providers and services in their 
networks, but usually include at least 
physicians, specialists ;md one or more 
hospitals. 41138



• The ACO itself can be an independent nonprofit organization 
formed specifically to serve as an ACO, an independent prac
tice association, a multi-specialty group, a hospital-medical 
staff organization or a physician-hospital organization. It also 

'could be a fully integrated health care system that provides the 
full range of health care services and employs most or all the 
physicians in the system. Examples include the Cleveland Clinic 
in Ohio, the Mayo Clinic based in Rochester, Minn., and Denver 
Health in Colorado. 

• Under some models, ACOs receive a per-member, per-month 
fee for overseeing and supporting the care delivered by net
work providers. In this case, providers often are paid a fee-for
service minus an amount withheld that is paid out based on 
attainment of benchmark goals. Under other models, the ACO 
may receive a global per-member, per-month payment that it 
distributes to participating providers to yield the most efficient 
care overall. Funds are distributed based in part on the costs in
curred by each provider and in part on the success of the entire 
organization in meeting quality and cost goals. In either case, 
providers in the ACO share some financial risk for meeting or 
exceeding performance goals across all providers and patients 
and may earn less if benchmark goals are not met. 

Target of Cost Containment 
The primary target of ACOs is lack of accountability for the 
overall cost and quality of care. ACOs are designed to address 
fragmentation of care, current financial incentives that encour
age clinically unwarranted higher volumes ofcareand Intensity 
of services, unnecessary capacity growth (e.g., excess hospital 
capacity), lack of care coordination, use of higher-cost provid
ers where lower-cost ones (e.g., nurse practitioners) would be 
as effective, and Insufficient attention to ensuring that patients 
receive timely primary and preventive care. ACDs address these 
problems by organizing, supporting and paying providers so 
they have financial incentives and a mutual interest in holding 
down costs and improving care quality across all providers, for 
all patients, 

The Congressional Budget Office has estimated that poten
tial savings to Medicare from promoting ACOs could amount 
to $5.3 billion between 2010 and 2019, although net savings 
would not begin to be realized until 2013.' The savings would 
be realized as providers reduce the volume and intensity of ser
vices delivered to their patients. 

State Examples 
• Vermont enacted legislation in 2009 that included ACO 
provisions.' The law defines an accountable care organization 
as "an entity that enables networks of community health pro
viders to become accountable for overall costs and quality of 
care for the population they jointly serve and to share in the 
savings created by improving quality and slowing spending 
growth:'The state's Commission on Health Reform is to convene 
a work group to support an application by at least one Vermont 
provider network to participate in a national ACO state learn
ing collaborative, with the intent that at least one ACO project 
is implemented in Vermont by July 1, 2010. It also directs the 

commission to research other ACO pilot projects that may be
come available though participation in a demonstration waiver 
in Medicare or federal health reform. The legislation addresses 
possible federal anti-trust issues that may arise when provid
ers join to deal with cost and shared savings issues. The Jaw 
states the General Assembly's intent to ensure sufficient state 
involvement in design and implementation of ACOs to com
ply with federal anti-trust provisions "by replacing competition 
between payers and others with state regulation and super
vision.' The law envisions that the state's Medicaid program, 
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and Health Access 
Program could contract with the ACO and recapture a portion 
of anticipated savings from the state participation. 

• Oregon passed the Healthy Oregon Act in 2007,' which es
tablished the Oregon Health Fund Program and directed it to 
develop a comprehensive health reform plan. The law also es
tablished a set of committees to develop recommendations on 
specific aspects of the plan. The Delivery Systems Committee 
has developed recommendations concerning accountable 
care districts.' Recommendations call for the state to define 
accountable care districts across the state 'that will allow for 
meaningful comparisons of quality, utilization and costs be
tween districts' and test new payment models in the account
able districts. 

• A 2008 Massachusetts law required creation of a Special 
Commission on the Health Care Payment System.' A July 2009 
commission report recommended that the state transition 
from the current fee-for-service payment system to global pay
ments' over a period of five years. It also recommended cre
ating an entity to guide implementation of the new payment 
system.• AfiQong other things, the entity would be responsible 
for defining and establishing risk parameters for ACOs, which 
will receive and distribute global payments. The criteria for de
fining an accountable care organization may include the scope 
of services that must be provided and its minimum size. ACOs 
will assume risk for clinical and cost performance. 

• Programs in at least two states-Colorado and North Caro
lina-use networks of providers that, while not true ACOs, have 
the potential to develop. The programs in both states focus on 
primary care for Medicaid enrollees and rely on provider-led 
local networks that are responsible for improving care, quality 
and efficiency for the patients served by the networks. 

• Community Care of North Carolina consists of 14 indepen
dent, nonprofit, care-coordination networks.' The regionally 
organized networks consist of participating physicians that 
receive per-member, per-month fees for serving as a medical 
home for Medicaid patients. The networks receive a $2.50 per
member, per-month fee to coordinate patient care and help 
primary care providers improve care using local nurses and 
other case managers. 

• The Colorado Accountable Care Collaborative, set to launch 
in 2010, is designed to be a "primary care-based health care re
form for full body, mind and mouth:' Regional Care Coord ina-
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tion Organizations {RCCOs) will be responsible for developing 
and organizing the provider network in their regions. They will 
provide technical assistance on such things as medical home 
practice redesign and implementation of new health informa
tion technologies. They also will help coordinate care and care 
transitions between health care settings and be accountable 
for specific population health measures within each region. 
Each RCCO will be paid a per-member, per-month case man
agement fee. Primary care medical providers that meet medi
cal home standards also will be paid a per-member, per month 
fee. A portion of total funding will be withheld from theRCCOs 
and the primary care medical providers to support a potential 
incentive payment. If an RCCO does not achieve targeted sav
ings, neither it nor the primary care medical providers In that 
RCCO will achieve incentives or possible gain-sharing pay
ments based on cost savings.' 

demonstration does not meet all the criteria of a true ACO,.--
for instance, there is no penalty for failure to meet efficiency 
and quality benchmarks-Medicare plans to expand the PGP 
model to more closely resemble an ACO pilot program. 

• Health systems in five states will be part of an ACO pilot pro
gram sponsored by two health policy groups, the Engelberg 
Center for Health Care Reform at the Brookings Institution and 
the Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice. 
The systems, in Arizona, Iowa, Kentucky, Vermont and Virginia, 
are scheduled to begin in 2010. 

• Federal health reform. The Patient Protection Affordable Care 
Act of 2010, as amended by the Health Care and Education Rec
onciliation Act of 2010, authorizes Medicaid and Medicare ACO 
pilot programs. The Medicaid program allows pediatric medi
cal providers organized as ACOs to share in cost savings, ef

• Several states regulate ACO-Iike entities called 
provider-sponsored organizations, which accept 
risk for ensuring that a population of patients 
receives necessary care. A 1997 study examined 
how nine states regulate provider-sponsored or
ganizations.'• It found that some states require 
HMO licensure if the organization, rather than an 

ACb pilot pragram systems . 
sponsored by two health policy . 

groups will begin iri 2010 in , 
Arizona, Iowa, Kentucky, Vermont 

fective Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2016. 
The Medicare pilot program authorizes 
Medicare providers organized as qualifying 
ACOs that voluntarily meet quality goals to 
share the cost savings they achieve with 
the program, beginning Jan. 1, 2012. · '· and VIrginia. 

insurance plan, is the ultimate bearer of risk or assumes risk be
yond that which its providers are licensed to offer themselves 
(e.g., California, illinois and Pennsylvania), especially where 
the organizations receive capitated or global payments. Oth
ers require a special license or certificate (e.g., a limited service 
license in Colorado, a nonprofit health corporation license in 
Texas, and a community integrated service network license in 
Minnesota). 

Non-State Examples 
• Patient Choice is a program for self-funded employers in 
Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. It was created by 
the Buyers Health Care Action Group in 1997; today, It is oper
ated by Medica, a large HMO. The Patient Choice Care System 
Program works with groups of providers (including both hospi
tals and physicians) called care systems that function like ACOs. 
Care systems submit bids based on their expected total cost of 
care for a defined population of patients with the same benefit 
set. Reimbursement rates are driven by performance on qual
ity measures and the total cost of care, or what has been called 
"virtual capitation,. or"capitation in drag." 12 

•In the Physician Group Practice (PGP) Demonstration, a Medi
care pilot program, started in 2005, 10 large, multi-specialry 
physician groups receive a share of the savings they achieve in 
caring for Medicare patients and meeting documented quality 
improvement targets. The physician groups receive fee-for-ser
vice payment but have the opportunity to share a percentage 
of the efficiency gains with Medicare if spending is below pre
established goals and certain quality goals are met. including 
both inpatient and outpatient expenditures. Physician groups 
that are able to meet quality benchmarks and reduce their to
tal expected Medicare spending by more than 2 percent can 
share in the savings they generate for Medicare. Although the 

Evidence of Effectiveness 
Because it is a relatively new concept that has not been fully 
tested, there Is insufficient evidence to determine the effec
tiveness of ACOs in containing costs. According to a recent 
report to Congress on Medicare," ... any projections of savings 
from the formation of ACOs are subject to a high degree of un
certainty."" What evidence exists is mixed. 

• Experienc~\vith the Minnesota Patient Choice system indi
cates that the program • ... has encouraged patients to select 
more cost-effective providers and has spurred providers to 
reduce their costs while maintaining or improving quality to 
attract more consumers."" Although the competing, ACO-Iike 
care systems that participate in Patient Choice are not the only 
factor that accounts for these findings, they appear to contrib
ute significantly. 

• Several studies have found that more fully integrated ACOs 
provide higher-quality, more efficient care than smaller, more 
loosely organized ones." 

• Evaluations of the early results of several Medicare ACO-Iike 
pilot programs have led researchers to different conclusions. 
Some have reported that the Medicare Physician Group Prac
tice (PGP) Demonstration described previously has resulted in 
lower costs and improved quality. They note that four of 10 
demonstration sites had low enough growth in their risk-ad
justed costs to qualify for bonuses. In contrast, the Medicare 
Payment Commission reports that, "It is questionable whether 
the PGP demonstration has saved money.' The commission 
notes that, after two years, five of the PGP sites had absolute 
(non risk-adjusted) cost growth that was materially higher than 
their comparison groups, four had roughly equal cost growth 
and only one had lower cost growth. 
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• During the 1990s, a number of provider-sponsored organiza
tions assumed responsibility from managed care plans for co
ordinating the care and managing the costs of care for groups 
of patients. Examples of such organizations included indepen
dent practice associations and physician-hospital organiza
tions. Although these arrangements do not exactly match the 
ACO definition, they bear many similarities. A 2001 study of 
64 risk-bearing, provider-sponsored organizations found that 
some experienced serious financial problems, some were deal
ing with tension between themselves and hospital partners 
due to concern about payment adequacy and fairness. and 
some were simply unable to manage costs." Proponents of 
ACOs note that many of these problems are being addressed in 
current models. ACOs receive payments that are risk-adjusted, 
and they are better equipped to track quality-of-care and costs. 
They have better data support, their risk assumption is limited 
to that they directly control, and quality and efficiency incen
tives are more fine-tuned. 

Challenges 
A number of challenges exist to successful implementation of 
ACOs. Formation of ACOs may raise anti-trust issues when an 
ACO dominates the market. The ACO and participating provid
ers must resolve organizational and professional liability ar
rangements. ACOs must have systems In place to capture, ana
lyze and share clinical Information with providers across care 
settings and to track costs. Payers and ACOs will need to agree 
on how patients will be assigned to a particular ACO and what 
happens when patients use a non-ACO provider-Is the ACO 
still accountable for the total costs of that patient's care? Ex
perience suggests it takes many years to establish a successful 
ACO, particularly where formal arrangements among providers 
do not already exist. Finally, states will want to decide whether 
and how to regulate ACOs-at what point do ACOs accept so 
much risk that they should be regulated as insurers? 

Complementary Strategies 
ACOs provide an organizational framework for implementing, 
coordinating and enhancing payment and delivery system 
reforms. Examples of such reforms include medical homes, 
episode-of-care and global payments, partial capitation, care 
coordination, chronic disease management and broad-scale 
health information technology projects. These are discussed in 
separate papers in this NCSL cost containment series. 
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-1ealth Cost Cont(Jinrnen~ 
and Efflciencies 

NCSL Briefs for State Legislatures 

Global Payments to Health Providers 
Cost Containment Strategy and Logic 
A global payment-a fixed prepayment made to a group 
of providers or health care system (as opposed to a health 
care plan)-covers most or all of a patient's care during a 
specified time period. Global payments are usually paid 
monthly per patient over a year, unlike fee-for service, 
which pays separately for each service (Figure 1). In most 
cases, a global payment encompasses physician and hos
pital services, diagnostic tests, prescription drugs and of
ten other services, such as hospice and home health care. 
Under a global fee arrangement, a large multi-specialty 
physician practice or hospital-physician system receives a 
global payment from a payer (e.g., health plan, Medicare 
or Medicaid) for a group of enrollees. It is then responsible 
for ensuring that enrollees receive all required health ser
vices. Global payments usually are adjusted to reflect the 
health status of the group on whose behalf the payments 
are made. Entities that receive global payments sometimes 
are known as accountable care organizations (discussed in 
a separate brief) and can include both formally and loosely 
organized health care systems. Global payment provides 
an incentive for providers to coordinate and deliver care 
efficiently and effectively to hold down expenses. 

Some similarities exist between global and episode-of
care payments (discussed in a separate brief). In both 

cases, payment is bundled 
instead of made separately 
for each service. The major 
difference is that global pay
ments are made on behalf of 
a group of patients (e.g., en
rollees in a health plan) and 
cover all care for all condi
tions covered by the health 
plan. Episode-based pay

Research indicates glob· 
~ at payments can result " 

In lower costs without i 
affecting quality or ac- c, 
cess where providers 
are organized and have 
the data and systems 
to manage global pay
ments. 

ments cover an episode of illness or medical condition, such as 
a heart attack, hip replacement or diabetes. 

The term global payment includes capitation, most frequently 
used to pay health maintenance organizations (HMOs). Some 
important differences exist between the current concept of 
global payments and traditional capitation, however. Today's 
global payments include incentives for patient access and 
quality improvement. They also include better ways to adjust 
payment for the overall health and specific chronic conditions 
(i.e., risk level) of patients covered by global payments. Further, 
they use mbre sophisticated, often electronic, systems to man
age care. 

Global payments also are known as risk-adjusted capitation 
and bundled global payments. 

Figure 1. Fee-for-Service versus Global Payment Incentives 

( 
·-~---~- ··-----.._ ,- --- .... ----·~-----· --"" 

Current Fee-for-Service i ! Patient-Centered Global 1 
Payment System Payment System 

The Problem 
(ilre is frugmented inste<ld of coordinJted. Euch pro
vider is paid for doing work in bolation, ;md no one is 
respons1ble for coordinJting c.He. Qudfity can suffer, 
costs rise and there is little ,Kcount.lbility for ~!ither. 

Hospital Specialist Primary Home 
Care Health 

The Solution 
Global puyments m.Jde to a group of providers for all 1 

i C<Jre. Providers are not rewarded for delivering more 
C::Jrc, but for delivering the right GHe to meet patient's 
ne1!dS. 

' ·--· ________ ._ .. ---.J 
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HeJith economists and others are increasingly promoting glob
al payments JS Jn important strotegy to slow growth of he.Jith 
care expenditures. A 2008 New England Journal of Medicine 
.utic!e examining health care cost control options concluded, 
"The most potent version of payment reform is budget-based 
capitation, or a global payment to cover all health care needs 
of a population of patients:'' 

Target of Cost Containment 
Global payments are designed to: 
• promote cost-effective prevention and early intervention; 
• eliminate services of questionable value; 
• reduce excess health care system capacity; and 
• reverse the current incentive providers have under fee-for

service to provide more services to earn a higher income. 

These goals are accomplished by holding multiple providers in 
multiple settings jointly accountable for the total cost of care 
through shared payments. In the current payment system, no 
incentive exists for providers to hold down total costs. With 
global payments, providers have greater net income when 
they hold down costs for their shared fixed global payments. 
They also have an incentive to maintain or improve a patient's 
health, prevent hospital admissions and coordinate care; their 
net income will be higher if they can lower care costs for a fixed 
payment. Global payments encourage formation of organized 
provider systems that can accept global payments and provide 
comprehensive care. 

State Examples 
• A 2008 Massachusetts law required creation of a Special 
Commission on the Health Care Payment System.' In July 2009, 
the commission recommended that all payers-both public 
and private-move to a system of global payments for provid
ers no later than 2014. The Massachusetts Health Care Cost and 
Quality Council made a similar recommendation in October. in 
November, the Massachusetts Medicaid Policy Institute pro
posed testing global Medicaid payments "with a defined set of 
providers that includes high-volume Medicaid providers and 
providers currently participating in a global fee initiative with a 
commercial insurer:'1 

• In 2009, Maine passed "An Act to Protect Consumers and 
Small Business Owners from Rising Health Care Costs:'' The 
act directed the Advisory Council on Health Systems Develop
ment to recommend payment reforms. A November 2009 draft 
of the council's report to the Legislature recommends pursuing 
several strategies, given the diversity of Maine's delivery system 
and needs, and highlights global payments as a key payment 
reform strategy.' 

• Many states have Programs for All-Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly (PACE). These programs are paid a capitated rate to 
provide total cJre for frail patients who are eligible for both 
Medicare and Medicaid. Patients must have a disability and be 
eligible for nursing home care. PACE provider organizations are 
responsible for coordinating a 'Nide range of services, mclud-

7 

ing comprehensive prirnJry mcdicJI cJre, prescription drugs,, 
,Jdult dJy cJre, meals Jnd nutritional counseling, home health, 
cJre, ,md hospitJI Jnd nursing home care. According to the' 
Centers for Medicare Jnd MedicJid Services, 30 stJtes have one 
or more PACE sites.' 

• Several states require that, if a group of providers accepts 
risk (i.e., global payments) to ensure that a population of pa
tients obtains all or most of their required care over a defined 
period of time, the group must be licensed. This is especially 
true for provider-sponsored organizations that accept capita
tion. A 1997 study found some states require HMO licensure if 
the organization, rather than an insurance plan, is the ultimate 
bearer of risk or assumes risk beyond that which its providers 
are themselves licensed to provide (e.g., California, Illinois and 
Pennsylvania).' Others require a special license or certificate 
(e.g., a limited service license in Colorado, a nonprofit health 
corporation license in Texas, and a community integrated ser
vice network license in Minnesota). 

Non-State Examples 
• Patient Choice is a program for self-funded employers in 
Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota, Created by Buy
ers Health Care Action Group in 1988, it currently is operated 
by Medica, a large HMO. The Patient Choice Care System Pro
gram works with groups of providers (including both hospitals 
and physicians) called care systems. Care systems submit bids 
based on the expected total (global) cost of care for a defined 
population of patients with the same health plan benefits. Re
imbursement rates are driven by performance on quality met
rics and total care costs, or what has been called "virtual capi
tation" or "capitation in drag:•• Care systems' incentive to hold 
down cost~,.is competition for consumers who select among 
competing care systems based on total price and market share. 
Consumers pay the difference in the bid price if they select a 
care system in a higher cost tier. 

• Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts offers providers 
an Alternative Quality Contract. Under this voluntary contract, 
providers can accept a condition-adjusted, fixed annual pay
ment for each Blue Cross Blue Shield patient. The payment, 
which covers all care delivered by the provider, also includes 
incentives for quality, effectiveness and patient satisfaction. 

• Some programs use partial capitation or partial global pay
ments, for instance for primary care. One example is a pilot pro
gram of the Massachusetts Coalition for Primary Care Reform, 
a nonprofit organization comprised of health policy experts, 
leading primary care practices, payers, patient advocacy groups 
and government. Under the program, each participating pri
mary care medical home practice' receives a global fee for all 
primary care services for each patient. Although the fee does 
not include hospitalization, lab tests or other services, partici
p.Jting practices are eligible for performance-based incentives 
bosed in part on reduced use of those services. Cost tJrgets 
for the incentives mclude less use of high-cost imaging pro
cedures; pht..lfm.Jcy u_.,e; ,md JmbuiJtory-sensitive emergency 
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room visits, Jdmissions und rei.ldmissions. Thus, although they 
receive J global payment for primary cJre services only, prJC
tices have Jn incentive to hold down total patient care costs. 

• Congressional health reform proposals. The Patient Pro
tection Affordable Care Act of 2010, as amended by the Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, authorizes 
Medicaid global payment demonstration projects in up to five 
states. Under the project, states can adjust their current pay
ment structure for safety net hospitals from a fee-for-service 
model to a global capitated payment structure. 

Evidence of Effectiveness 
Research indicates global payments can result in lower costs 
without affecting quality or access, especially when combined 
with quality incentives. Existing evidence comes from experi
ence with traditional capitation which is a form of global pay
ment. 

• Several studies have shown that fully integrated health care 
systems that provide the full range of health care services and 
directly employ most or all their physicians have significantly 
lower spending and use through capita ted managed care." Ex
amples of integrated health care systems are Cleveland Clinic 
in Ohio and Kaiser Permanente, based in California and operat
ing in Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Maryland, Ohio, Oregon, Vir
ginia, Washington and the Oistrict of Columbia. 

• A 2004 report prepared by The Lewin Group reviewed 14 
studies of savings achieved from Medicaid managed care pro
grams using capitated payments." It found clear evidence of 
cost savings, mainly from less use of inpatient services. Sav
ings ranged from 2 percent to 19 percent compared to fee-for
service. Michigan's capitated, managed care program savings 
were 9 percent in 2001, 14 percent in 2002, 16 percent in 2003 
and 19 percent in 2004. Kentucky's Region 3 Partnership pro
gram savings were 2.8 percent in FY 1999, 5.4 percent in FY 
2000, 9.5 percent in FY 2001, 9.5 percent in FY 2002 and 4. 1 
percent in FY 2003. In FY 2002, inpatient costs decreased by 
27 percent under Ohio's Medicaid managed care program, Pre
mier Care. Many state Medicaid programs in the Lewin report 
used a global capitation fee that covered physical but not be
havioral or long-term care services. Programs often excluded 
special populations such as people with disabilities. Based on 
evidence from the states that included some or all special pop
ulations and other types of care in their capitated contracts, 
Lewin concluded, "Real opportunities exist for states to benefit 
from expanding the Medicaid managed care model to eligibil
ity categories and services heretofore largely excluded from 
managed care." 

• Mathematica Inc., a policy research firm, conducted a com
prehensive review of the evidence and found that "Payment 
approaches involving risk-sharing with providers-including 
global payment or capitation-are associated with lower 
service use and cost, compared with fee-for-service arrange
ments:'" A 2008 article in The New England Journal ofMedicme 

reported, "Experiments w1th GlpitJtion in commercially insur~d 
populations demonstr,lte reductions in cost." 11 

>I Experience with Patient Choice (described previously) in
dicJtes the program",., has encouraged patients to select more 
cost-effective providers and has spurred providers to reduce 
their costs while maintaining or improving quality to attract 
moreconsumers."14 Reimbursement rates under Patient Choice, 
which are driven in part by the total cost of care, although not 
the only factor accounting for these finding, appear to be a sig
nificant contributor. 

• Not all researchers agree that the evidence shows clear 
cost savings from capitation. Some find the evidence incon
clusive and have noted problems with the ability of provider
sponsored organizations to integrate services across settings 
sufficiently to control costs." Others have found that, although 
capitation may lower cost growth, it is difficult to maintain the 
effectiveness. 16 

Challenges 
A number of challenges are involved in implementing global 
payments on a broader scale than traditional managed care 
capitation arrangements. The types of care covered by a global 
payment must be clearly defined. The patient population must 
be stable because, as one payment reform expert notes, "If 
you don't have them long enough, you can't effectively man
age and hold down the cost of care:'" Risk adjustment is an 
important factor in ensuring global payments are sufficient to 
manage the level of risk assumed by providers. However, risk
adjustment methodologies are imperfect and must be contin
ually refinec:j.~Most providers are not organized to accept global 
fees. Where a global payment is made to loosely-rather than 
formally integrated-networks of providers, a system must 
be developed to handle receipts and payments (e.g., the local 
independent practice association or the hospital). States may 
want to regulate which entities can accept global payments 
and the types of clinical and/or insurance risks global pay
ments can include. 

Complementary Strategies 
Global payments often are used with other methods of payment 
and health care programs. Examples include performance
based pay, medical homes and accountable care organizations. 
Using global payments in conjunction with these payment and 
program strategies (see other briefs in this series), may offer a 
greater level of cost containment than could be achieved by 
implementing a single strategy. 
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ber 2009; http://www.massmedicaid.org/-/media/MMPI/ 
Files/20091116_Gioba1Payments.pdf. 

Massachusetts Special Commission on the Health Care Pay
ment System. Recommendations af the Special Commission 
on the Health Care Payment System. Boston: SPHCPS, July 
16, 2009; http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docs/dhdp/pc/ 
Finai_Report!Finai_Report.pdf. 

Mathematica Inc. Summary: Global Payments. Princeton, N.J.: 
Mathematica, May 2, 2009; http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/ 
docs/dhdp/pc/2009_02_13_Giobai_Payment-C2.pdf 

NCSL has posted supplemental materials and 2010 updates on 
this topic online at http://www.ncsl.org/?tabid;J9931. 
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Health Cost Containment 
and Efficiencies 

NCSL Briefs for State Legislatures 

Episode-of-Care Payments 
Cost Containment Strategy and Logic 
Episode-based payments are in an early stage of develop
ment and use, but interest in them is growing. In contrast 
to traditional fee-for-service reimbursement where pro
viders are paid separately for each service, an episode-of
care payment covers all the care a patient receives in the 
course oftreatmentfor a specific illness, condition or med
ical event. Examples of episodes of care for which a single, 
bundled payment can be made include all physician, in
patient and outpatient care for a knee or hip replacement, 
pregnancy and delivery, or heart attack. Savings can be 
realized in three ways: 1) by negotiating a payment so the 
total cost will be less than fee-for-service; 2) by agreeing 
with providers that any savings that arise because total ex
penditures under episode-of-care payment are less than 
they would have been under fee-for-service will be shared 
between the payer and providers; and/or 3) from savings 
that arise because no additional payments will be made 
for the cost of treating complications of care, as would 
normally be the case under fee-for-service. 

Episode-of-care payments also are known as case rates, 
evidence-based case rates, condition-specific capitation 
and episode-based bundled payments. 

Episode-based payment cre
ates an incentive for physi
cians, hospitals and other 
providers to work together 
to improve patient care re
lated to an episode of illness 
or a chronic condition; pro
viders do better financially 

Research indicates cost 
savings for some condi
tions using episode-of
care payments, which 
are at an early stage of 
development. 

when patient care is cost effective. Under episode-of-care re
imbursement, for example, providers will have higher net in
come if they avoid unnecessary tests, reduce complications 
related to care, and shorten patients' hospital stay using better 
hospital discharge planning. 

Target of Cost Containment 
Episode-of-care payments target unnecessary or duplicative 
care, avoidable hospitalizations, complications of care and 
inefficient care (e.g .. providing high-cost care where less ex
pensive care would be as effective). According to the Center 
for Healthcare Quality and Payment Reform, "An episode pay
ment system reduces the incentive to overuse unnecessary 
services w~in the episode, and gives healthcare providers the 
fiexibility to decide what services should be delivered, rather 
than being constrained by fee codes and amounts."' Episode
based payments are intended to affect provider behavior by 
strengthening incentives for them to work together to provide 
more cost effective care. Under the current fee-for-service sys

.-----------------------------~ tem, no provider or group of providers is ac
Figure 1. Massachusetts Annual Costs of Care for Medicare Beneficiaries 
with Three Chronic Conditions (Diabetes, Heart Failure and COPD), 2006 
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countable for managing the quality and costs 
of a patient's care throughout the course of 
treatment for a condition or illness. 

Figure 1 uses Massachusetts data to illustrate 
the wide variation among the states in the 
annual cost to Medicare of providing care 
for three chronic conditions, reflecting vari
ous care practices and intensity of service. 
Episode-of-care payments are designed to 
reduce the average cost of these and other 
conditions zmd to reduce unwarranted varia
tions in the cost of care. 
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State Examples 
• A Minnesota provision in comprehensive 2008 health reform 
legislation called for development of uniform definitions of at 
least seven "baskets of care" (e.g., asthma, low-back pain, ob
stetric care and total knee replacement).' These definitions are 
to form the basis for episode-based payments. Hospitals and 
providers will set a price for a package of care, allowing pa
tients and payers to compare prices for bundles of care. 

• Massachusetts enacted legislation in 2008 concerning cost 
· containment, transparency and efficiency in delivery of quality 

of health care.' After the legislation was enacted, the Massa
chusetts Division of Health Care Finance and Policy contracted 
with the RAND Corporation to assess a comprehensive menu 
of cost containment options. RAND estimated that cumulative 
savings from the widespread adoption of episode-of-care pay
ments would be $685 million to $39 billion (0.1 percent to 5.9 
percent of total health expenditures) for the period from 2010 
to 2020.4 This would result from using episode-of-care pay
ments for four hospital conditions (e.g., knee and hip replace
ments) and six chronic conditions (e.g., diabetes and asthma). 

• The Maryland hospital rate-setting commission uses case 
rates (i.e., episode-of-care rates) for hospital services, ambula
tory surgery, and clinic and emergency room services. 

• Many Medicaid programs pay for prenatal care and delivery 
using a single, risk-adjusted, bundled payment. 

Non-State Examples 
• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
launched the Acute Care Episode (ACE) Demonstration in 2009. 
Under the demonstration, hospitals are paid a single fixed rate 
for all hospital, physician and ancillary services provided dur
ing an inpatient stay for orthopedic or cardiovascular proce
dures. The demonstration sites are in Albuquerque, Denver, 
Oklahoma City, San Antonio and Tulsa.' 

• United Health is testing use of episode-based payments to 
pay oncologists for several months of cancer care. 

• PROMETHEUS Payment Inc., a nonprofit corporation with 
board members from several national employers, is develop
ing a payment system designed to cover all care delivered by 
a provider for a specific condition (e.g., heart failure, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, hypertension). Called an ev
idence-informed case rate, this payment approach is being 
tested in Minneapolis, Philadelphia and Rockford, Ill. 

• Federal health reform. The Patient Protection Affordable Care 
Act of 2010, as amended by the Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2010, authorizes new Medicaid demon
stration projects to test episode-of-care payments. The effec
tive date for the demonstration projects is Jan. 1, 2012, through 
Dec. 31, 2016. The legislation also establishes a national Medi
care pilot program to develop and evaluate bundled payments 
for an episode of care that begins three days prior to a hospi-

talization and spans 30 days following discharge. The Medicore: 
pilot program will be effective Jan. 1, 2013. 

Evidence of Effectiveness 
Limited evidence is available concerning the effect of episode
of-care payments on overall health expenditures. Existing 
evidence indicates that, for some conditions, episode-of-care 
payments can improve efficiency and generate cost savings.' A 
Mathematica Inc. review of the available evidence on episode
of-care payments reported that evidence of the effects of epi
sode-based payment approaches on cost and quality is scant, 
but some programs indicate decreased costs of care.' 

Most evidence concerning the effect of episode-based pay
ments comes from federal and private sector pilot programs. 
(Several examples are included below.) Research for this brief 
did not uncover any assessments of cost savings from state 
programs that use episode-of-care payments. 

• Coronary artery bypass graft surgery (CABG). In the early 
1990s, Medicare sponsored the Participating Heart Bypass Cen
ter Demonstration. Under this program, Medicare paid a single, 
negotiated, risk-adjusted amount for inpatient CABG patients. 
The payment covered both inpatient hospital and physician 
charges and any related readmissions. Medicare spending 
through 90 days post-discharge was found to be 10 percent 
lower than for patients who were not in the demonstration. 
The average length of stay in pilot program hospitals declined 
by between 14 percent and 32 percent' In the private sector, 
the Geisinger Health Plan, a Pennsylvania-based, integrated 
health care delivery system, currently accepts risk-adjusted ep
isode-of-care payment for all care related to CABGs. The single 
payment i!l,Ciudes hospital care, hospital readmissions within 
72 hours and care for the following 90 days. Geisinger reports 
that its average hospital length of stay for CABGs is down 16 
percent, and mean costs have been reduced by 5.2 percent.' 

• Bundled payment for hospital care based on diagnosis. 
Since 1983, Medicare has paid hospitals a fixed-rate-per-hos
pitalization based on diagnosis at the time of discharge. This 
diagnosis-related group (DRG) reimbursement covers only the 
hospital's expenses; it does not cover physician care. Research
ers have found this type of episode-based payment has result
ed in a "substantial and sustained reduction in Medicare hospi
tal spending"" and "significant overall reduction in the rate of 
Medicare spending growth."" Several Medicaid programs use 
a similar system for paying hospitals. 

• Arthroscopic surgery. A two-year study of a program that 
used a bundled payment for knee and shoulder arthroscopic 
surgery indicated that the health maintenance organization 
that made the bundled payment saved in excess of S 125,000.12 

Savings came from less radiography and physical therapy, 
shorter hospital stays, and fewer complications and hospital 
readmissions. 
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Ch.JIIenges 
While episode·based payments can help control costs forcer
ti:lin acute illnesses Jnd chronic conditions, several caveats 
should be noted. Some have suggested that, unless they are 
properly structured, episode-of-care payments may create 
an incentive for providers to provide more episodes or avoid 
patients with complicated diagnoses in order to maximize in
come. Defining the boundaries of an episode can be difficult. 
The effect of episode-based payments may be dampened if 
payers use different definitions of an episode of care. Episode
of-care payments may require providers to set up new care ar
rangements. Providers may encounter administrative compli
cations as they develop joint arrangements for accepting and 
dividing episode-of-care payment among themselves. Despite 
these difficulties, the trend among payers is toward increased 
use of episode-based payments. 

Complementary Strategies 
Episode-of-care payments can be used with other cost con
tainment strategies. Examples include disease management 
programs, medical homes and care coordination programs. 
Using episode-based pay in conjunction with these strategies 
(which are the subject of other briefs in this series), may offer 
a greater level of cost containment than could be achieved by 
implementing a single strategy. 

For More Information 
"Analysis of Bundled Payment." Santa Monica, RAND Compare, 

n.d.; http://www.randcompare.org/analysis-of-options/ 
analysis-of-bundled-payment. 

Miller, Harold D. "From Volume to Value: Better Ways to Pay for 
Health Care. Health Affairs 28, no. 5 (2009); httpJ/content. 
healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/full/28/5/141 a. 

McKethan, Aaron et al. "Improving Quality and Value in the 
U.S. Health Care System: Washington, D.C.: Bipartisan 
Policy Center, August 2009; http://www.brookings.edu/ 
reports/2009/0821_bpc_qualityreport.aspx. 

NCSL has posted supplemental materials and 2010 updates on 
this topic online at http://www.ncsl.org/?tabid;19930. 
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07·09.pdf 

5. CMS Office of Public Affairs, "CMS Announces Sites for a Demonstra
tion to Encourage Greater Collaboration and Improve Quality Using Bundled 
Hospital Payment," press release (Washington D.C.: Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Jan. 7, 2009); http://www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/media/press/ 
release.asp?Counter=3394. 

6. RAND Compare, "Analysis of Bundled Payment" (Santa Monica: RAND 
Compare, n.d.l; httpJ/www.randcompare.org/analysis-of-options/analysis-of
bundled-payment. 

7. Mathematica Inc., "'Episode-Based Payment," (Princeton, NJ.: Math
ematica Inc., Feb. 24, 2009); http:J/www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docS/dhcfp/ 
pc/2009 _ 02_24_Episode-based_Payment-C1 .pdf. 

8. Jerry L Cromwell, Debra A. Dayhoff, and Armen H. Thoumaian, •cost 
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Heart Bypass Surgery; Health Care Financing Review 19, no. 1 (Fal/1997); http:// 
findartides.com/p/artideS/ri1i_m0795/is_n 1_ v19/al_20750869/. 

9. Steven M. Shortell, "Health care Payments and Incentives: PowerPoint 
presentation, Aug. 7, 2009; www.dmhc.ca.gov/!ibrary/reports/news/SHORT· 
EllRCI-%20PaymentlncentivesPresentation%20080709-2.ppt. 

10. Chapin White, "Why Did Medicare Spending Growth Slow Down?"" 
Health Affairs 27, no. 3 (2008): 793-802; http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/ 
content' ab stract/2 7/3/793. 
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A Critical Appraisal," Health Care Financing Review, annual supplement(1991), 

12 .. LL.Johnson and R.L. Becker, uAn Alternative Health-Care Reimburse
ment System-Application of Arthroscopy and Financial Warranty: Results of 
a 2-Year Pilot Study,• Arthroscopy 10, no. 4 (August 1994):462·70; http://www. 
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HSA 
Consulting Scrvrces 

Health Reform Provisions that Could Impact 
Consumer-Driven Health Plans 

The health care reform legislation approved by the I ll 1
h Congress (H.R.3590, now Public Law 

111-148, as amended by the budget reconciliation bill, H.R.4872) will likely have a modest 
impact on consumer-driven health plans and their associated health care accounts (i.e., FSAs, 
HRAs, and HSAs). Earlier proposals that would have eliminated some of these options 
(particularly FSAs and HRAs) did not survive the legislative process. Below is a description of 
the provisions that were included in the final legislation. 

Changes Impacting All Health Care Accounts (FSAs, HRAs, HSAs, and Archer MSAs) 

P.L. 111-148 includes a change in the definition of a "qualified medical expense" that impacts 
reimbursements and withdrawals under all types of health care accounts (i.e., FSAs, HRAs, 
HSAs, and Archer MSAs). Beginning with 20 II, expenses incurred for over-the-counter (OTC) 
medications will no longer be eligible for payment or reimbursement from any of the health care 
accounts. However, the law would still allow OTC medicines obtained with a prescription and 
insulin to be reimbursed or paid tax-free from these accounts. 

The new law imposes an excise tax of 40 percent on employer-sponsored coverage that has a 
benefit value in excess of$10,200 for single coverage and $2?.500 for family coverage (indexed 
annually). The benefit value of employer-sponsored coverage would include the value of the 
group health plan and contributions to employees' FSAs, HRAs, and HSAs. This tax would be 
imposed on insurance companies, including self-insured plans and plans sold in the group 
market, and plan administrators. However, this provision does not go into effect until 2018. 

Changes Impacting Only Flexible Spending Arrangements !FSAs) 

H.R.3590 imposes a new an annual limit on contributions made by employees to flexible 
spending arrangements (FSAs) for health care. The legislation limits contributions to no more 
than $2,500 annually. The limit is indexed to inflation for future years. H.R.4872 delayed the 
effective date of this provision to 2013. 

Changes Impacting Only Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) 

The only provision directly impacting HSAs (in addition to the change in the definition of a 
qualified medical expense described above) is that the tax penalty on HSA withdrawals that are 
not used for qualified medical expenses will be increased from the current I 0 percent to 20 
percent. The legislation also increases the penalty tor non-qualified withdrawals from Archer 
MSAs. These provisions will go into effect in 20 I I. 

<0 l-ISA Consulting Services, LLC 
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included, HDHPs, many of which have actuarial values below 60 percent (or whatever the tina! 
standard becomes) based on the insurance coverage alone, could no longer be sold. Including 
contributions in the actuarial value calculation can increase a plan's value by I 0-20 percentage 
points (or more), depending on the size of contributions. 

The new law requires all insurance plans to include limits on out-of-pocket expenses using the 
current law limits for HSAs (i.e., $5,950 for individuals with self-only coverage and $11,900 for 
individuals with family coverage in 20 I 0) and adjusted annually for inflation. The out-of-pocket 
limits will go into effect in 2014. 

The legislation includes a provision that would prevent small employers from offering plans with 
deductibles greater than $2,000 for singles and $4,000 for families. The limits on deductibles are 
indexed to the percentage increase in average per capita premiums. Employers may offer plans 
with deductibles higher then $2,000 I $4,000 ifthe employer offers a flexible spending 
arrangement (FSA) that reimburses the difference between the higher deductible and $2,000 I 
$4,000. This provision will go into effect in 2014. 

The new law imposes a "medical loss ratio" requirement that may create challenges for HDHPs. 
For example, the new law will impose a lower standard of 80 percent on small employer and 
individual insurance policies, and a higher standard of 85 percent on large employer policies. 
Although some of the details on how this provision will work will not be known until the 
Secretary of HHS issues regulations, it is clear that the high medical loss ratio requirements are 
not appropriate for plans with high deductibles. It is hard to imagine most high deductible plans 
paying such a high percentage of premium revenues on medtcal claims. 

The law creates a new "young invincible policy" that provides tirst dollar coverage for three 
primary care visits but no other coverage until the individual reaches current law HSA cost
sharing limits. These policies would be limited to those 30 years or younger and individuals 
exempt from the individual mandate due to affordability or hardship. These policies would 
provide an additional coverage option for younger individuals desiring to comply with the 
individual mandate under the law. However, it does not appear that these individuals would be 
eligible to contribute to HSAs. 

For more information contact: 

Roy Ramthun, "Mr. HSA" 
HSA Consulting Services. LLC 
202-747-4467 
roy@hsaconsultingservices.com 
www.hsaconsultingservices.com 

March 29, 20 I 0 
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Hoosiers and Health Savings Accounts 
An Indiana experiment that is reducing costsfm· the state and its employees. 

ly MITCH DANIELS 

' .. ,.,· 

\s Washington prepares to revisit the subject of health-care reform, perhaps some fresh experience from Middle 

\merica would be of value. 

,.,. 

Nhen I was elected governor of Indiana five years ago, I asked that a consumer-directed health insurance option, or 
Iealth Savings Account (HSA), be added to the conventional plans then available to state employees. I thought this 
tdditional choice might work well for at least a few of my co-workers, and in the first year some 4% of us signed up for 

t . 

. n Indiana's HSA, the state deposits $2,750 per year into an account controlled by the employee, out of which he pays 
til his health bills. Indiana covers the premium for the plan. The intent is that participants will become more cost

~onscious and careful about overpayment or overutilization. 

Jnused funds in the account-to date some $30 million or about $2,ooi9'per employee and growing fast-are the 

.vorker's permanent property. For the very small number of employees (about 6% last year) who use their entire 
tccotmt balance, the state shares further health costs up to an out-of-pocket maximum of $R,ooo, after which the 
>mployee is completely protected. 

fhe HSA option has proven highly popular. This year, over 70% of our 30,000 Indiana state workers chose it, by far 

·he highest in public-sector ,\merica. Due to the rejection of these plans by government unions, the average use of 
: ISAs in the public sector across the country is just 2% . 

.Vhat we, and independent health-care experts at Mercer Consulting, have found is that individually owned and 

lirected health-care coverage has a startlingly positive effect on costs for both employees and the state. What follows is 
t summary of our experience: 

)tate employees enrolled in the consumer-driven plan \vill save more than .')8 million in 2010 compared to their 

·oworkcrs in the old-fa8hionetl preferred provider or;~an ization (PPO) alternative. In the second straight year in \Vhich 

.ve'vc been forced to skip salary increases, \vorkers s"vitching to the HSA are adding thousands of clnllars to their take

wme pay. (Even if an employee had health issues and incurred the maximum out-of-pocket expenses, he would still 

Je hundreds of dollars ahead.) HSA customers seem highly satisfied; only 3% have opted to switch hark to the PPO. 

rhe state is saving, too. In a time of severe budgetary stress, Indiana '"ill save. at least S2.o million in :.wto because of 

mr high [ ISA enrollment. :\Ierrer calculates the state's total costs are being reduced by 11% solely due to the HSA 

lption. 

http:!1online. wsj.com/artide/SB 100014240527 4X71l47 11 104 .;7-;no 1 M\I\,J71nm '"'-" '-·--- ''"" 
~ ,-,.,n.<•• 
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Heath Care Seminar, The Heritage Foundation, Washington D.C., Aprill2'\ 2010 

Notes compiled by Rep. Mark McCullough 

Dr. Robert Moffit, Head of Heath Care Policy, Heritage 
This will be a long, contentious implementation process. The opportunity is tore-frame the 
debate as regards the basic relationship between the state and its citizens as to health care. 

The key point that has been washed out is that there is a real separation between the States and 
the Fed as to enumerated powers. The states must take a leadership role in the next 8 years to 
shape the debate and the implementation of whatever health system ends up evolving. We need 
to make sure we aggressively look to the interests of our constituents. 

Sen Orrin Hatch, Utah 
Utah is a shining example of why the States should be put in charge of developing health care 
policy and not the Fed. 

We have never seen anything like what we are dealing with right now in our history. The line 
between the public and private sector has never been more blurred. The I 0 year fiscal outlook is 
bleak. Largest national debt since 1945. We are looking at debt reaching 90% of GOP by 2020. 

Majority of Americans know that that this bill will increase costs and deficits and that is reflected 
consistently in public opinion. 

Most major spending provision in this bill don't kick in until after the 2014 presidential election. 
The I 0 year cost of this bill is estimated at 2.5 trillion dollars. 

Democrat experts at CBO: The key point is that any saving ia this bill are one time savings that 
cannot be repeated. 

Utah's Medicaid costs will increase by 50%. 

He believes that the individual mandate is unconstitutional. The Constih1tion allows the 
Congress to regulate interstate commerce, but the Courts have never ratified that Congress can 
require participation in commerce. If this is allowed, then there is no limit to Congress' powers. 
Liberty itself is what is at stake. A liberal constitutional scholar, Jonathan Turley, recently 
admitted that this bill will seriously compromise basic libetiy. 

He said he knows he is preaching to the choir, but that the Democrats have truly put themselves 
at odds with the American people and passed this bill in a very bad exercise in government. 

He believes that the Democrats will use the higher costs created by this bill to blame the private 
sector and further rationalize a single payer system. 

The Heritage foundation is very impmiant. They are constantly trying to find ways to bring 
common sense to government. The Republicans up here pay a great deal of attention to the 
Heritage Foundation and their publications are worth reading. 
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Many Democrats are becoming terri tied about all of the spending. 

Seventeen union states have been exempted from the "Cadillac tax", which, in any event will not 
be implemented until2018. He doesn't think it will be implemented at all. 

The reason he left the Democratic party because, years ago, that there was this unholy belief that 
the Federal Government will solve all problems. 

Ed Haislmaier, Heritage Heath Specialist- Introducing Panelists 
This man is brilliant. Take him very seriously. 

We have an official crisis in health care because the Fed has set the clock running. Real 
leadership comes when you change when there is not a crisis. He saw this when he was at Phizer 
Pharmaceuticals, who changed their successful sales force b/c they saw it wasn't going to work 
in 10 years. That is what David Clark did with health care in Utah. 

In Utah, they did risk assessment first, unlike Mass, which did community rating and mandatory 
ISSUe. 

Ed thinks that the Health Care Bill could be repealed, having said that, the Feds don't have 
insurance experience, so the States have a huge opportunity to change this thing over the 
next several years. He thinks it is hugely likely that the controversial parts will be defunded 
in the coming years. 

Rep. David Clark, Speaker of the Utah House 
They also passed their Exchange in 09, like Oklahoma, but they have totally implemented 
in under a year. They passed legislation and implement~'l! in 5 months. No joke. 

They went to Heritage for help. 

They tried to emulate Mass, but Utah didn't have the money. They wanted to have quality health 
care for every citizen. In Mass, 70% of all lives there were covered by Fortune 500 companies. 
They have the opposite: 750,000 small businesses. He is grateful to Mass for jumping in first to 
put together and Exchange. 

The brain trust is here: Dan Schuyler, Cheryl Smith, Cathy Dupont, David Jackson, Don Garlitz, 
Brian Somers. 

They leveraged with the private sector. BSwift and Health Equity. They did not have to 
develop, in house, the expertise to implement. 

They have high quality health and low cost health care. They measure twice and cut once. They 
looked at the small businesses and their needs. But health care and wage int1ation was making 
costs unsustainable. This thing was born out of financial necessity to stay competitive on rising 
health care costs. 
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First year: health task force three years ago- its still going. TF identified the 6 key areas to work 
on. They figured it would take I 0 years to reverse the problematic trends. 

First of all they determined that personal responsibility had to be emphasized in creating a 
plan. Second it had to be market based. I.e. when having a heart attack, you are not shopping 
around, but you can when looking for total knee replacement. When crafting policy, when you 
can reflect, how can you encourage "shopping around?" He believes that the Exchange is the 
only viable option out there right now for achieving these two goals. 

He said 15 years ago GM was one of the largest company in the world, now we call them 
Government Motors. The point is: you can't bet against the market. They got killed by heath care 
costs. 

They have a variety of demonstration projects on : electronic medical records, diabetes, Clinical 
Health Information Exchange, All-Payer Database: they have accumulated over a million 
people's medical records for electronic storage. 

The largest philosophical issues they dealt with was going from a defined benefit health 
paradigm to a defined contribution paradigm. They went to the "Coburn" model on a state level 
and allowed citizens to deduct health care individually from taxes, not just businesses
something the Fed's steadfastly refuse to do. 

They have a universal enrolment form. There are only 2 functioning plans in the US right now, 
Utah and Mass- both at the polar opposite ends of the spectrum. Mass: big government, 
mandates and a huge entitlement. Utah: all market based. Mass: $25 million to run their plan. 
Utah: $600,000. No joke. 

~l. 

He does not believe that we will be able to repeal and replace the Heath Care Bill. He 
thinks the opportunity is for the States to, de-facto, write the regulations and hand them to 
the Feds. He thinks we have, as states, failed in the past in doing this. He says we have to be 
aggressive in propagating the rules that will be coming in the next decade. We must be 
cohesive and work together in doing it. 

This will be a series of battles in the regulatory environment. 

Dan Schuler, Utah's Two Exchange Employees 
One of two of employees running their exchange. Yeah, you read that right- two. 

How does it work: 
I) Employer registers. (Small employers, under 50) 
2) Employee enters information. Universal health application. 
3) Turned over to insurance companies who evaluate risk: Premium Generated. 
4) Employee compares and shops for plans. 
5) Enrollment is Finalized. 
6) Plans go into effect on designated dates. 
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All done on a web site. 

They are working on a large employer plan. 

Premium aggregation is unique to the exchange. If you or your spouse are working for two 
employers, you can combine benefits to buy what you want. 

They have an "optimizer filter" that lets you look at your past health care spending practices 
and gives a boatload of information based on various factors, ie. total out of pocket vs total cost, 
etc. 

You can compare up to 4 plans to see what is important to you. About 16 categories you can drill 
down on or you can just look at plan basics. !e., prescription drugs or mental health. 

There are no mandates whatsoever. They anticipated launching in 2012 they were approached 
by employers and asked to implement early. They have 85% of their insurance companies 
participating in Utah's exchange. (This is the way Ed Haislmaier envisioned it being 
implemented in the first place, and what he talked about when he flew to OK and held a two day 
seminar at the Capitol back in Aug of 07). 

Q&A 
How did switching to a defined contribution work? If you want to participate in the Exchange, 
you must use defined contribution. First, they do a typical underwriting, or risk adjustment for 
the population of the business. The Employer has X dollar value that they allocate to the 
employee to shop for what plan suits them best, instead of selecting a plan for the employee. An 
allowance. There are a number of ways to do this as an employer. Two main things that drive the 
premiums: family size and age range (age banding). Really,''hery employer already is doing 
defined contribution, they just offer one plan. They contemplate that the employer could "break 
up" the contributions, spending more on their older employees for example. 

Did Utah start out with several mandates? They have very few benefit mandates. They also 
created Utah's homegrown "COBRA" where there are very few mandates. 
Utah has a high risk pool. 3800 people. Guarantee issue for the High Risk Pool. All this has only 
been done with the employer market, not the individual market. 

Prospective risk assessment has really helped. The insurers have to stay engaged. Between 
75,00 to 250,000 they share risk. Most insurers have already done their catastrophic risk 
assessment and have for years. 

When switching to a buyer based market the insurers will complain "oh we'll get all the 
diabetics" but when everyone has to play in the high risk pool, they all worked it out together. 
The state facilitated the conversation. They got all the insurance big shots in a room and had one 
of their experts check their various statements for accuracy. 

4 

41156



My question: how does the tax credit for employer's work in Utah.? Utah created a tax credit 
against their state income tax for those in the individual market only. About 190, 000 people. 
This may also not be implemented immediately because of the budget crunch. Pretty small sub 
set and if they don't pay much state tax, is it really that helpful? I think we should do it, but. ... 

Utah now has 3 technical advisory committees. Industry has contributed 10,000 man hours of 
~vork m hammering out the details. Working groups ... why does that sound familiar? 

Who were the biggest barriers? Everyone is resistant to change. Senate I House: conservative, 
not conservative enough. It all went back to economics. Three large insurers cover 80% of Utah. 
Biggest mistake was putting them all in a room- it became divide and conquer. But he had to get 
them on board. The most spears he has pulled out of his back have come from the broker 
community. Brokers get commissions from insurance sold through the Exchange. The resistance 
comes from paranoia that the Exchange will make them irrelevant. The stereotypical broker does 
not work very hard, and they saw this change as a challenge to their lifestyle. It actually takes 
work to sort through what is best for 20 different families in a given company. Ed was blunt: 
most brokers look at this job as easy money: get people on board and just keep them indefinitely. 
You get a 9% increase in their premiums, hey great. If you now shop on the Exchange, you could 
lose them. In Utah, most of the thinking brokers now know they stand to benetit from the 
Exchange. Utah crated a broker advisory group to give them a higher comfort level. The 
legislation that was passed was comprehensive, so the Speaker tried not to make it look like they 
were picking on one party. The transparency was key, and that had to affect everyone: brokers, 
health care providers. The business community is an ally because they want a better insurance 
system. Speaker Clark said this was the most complicated thing he ever did. They had to find key 
people they could rely on and give them cover. He said his vendors were keys. He learned about 
how insurance companies price. ''• 

Speaker Clark thinks that we'll see that employers are going to dump employees. Medicaid 
now covers everyone at 133% of the FPL. 

Clark wants to work harder and faster to make sure their market based system gets 
cemented as a model. 

Matt Towery, Polling Guy, Syndicated Columnist, Author, Former Newt Staff 
731 respondents. Margin of error 3. 7%. Scientifically designed. Properly weighted. Properly 
queried: What is your opinion of the Health Care Legislation. 51% do not support. 53% of 
independents oppose. Those who disapproved, why? 

Gave several reasons: the runaway willller: People don't like government period. They are 
increasingly resistant to pro-active government. This is the thing. There is no other thing. 
Washington is an insular town. They get caught up in the minutia. America says: don't tread on 
me. 
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Of those who said they supported it gave: cover the uninsured and preexisting conditions, 
something that could be fixed at the state level. 

When they gave a loaded question about whether we should have dealt with detlcits and 
spending tlrst, 57% of independents agreed. 
One thing the American public is experiencing is fear. Health care was the touchstone, but the 
underlying concern is the overwhelming size of government and the swelling deficits. 

Extremely low confidence numbers in state and federal leadership. 

Message: don't regulate, provide opportunity. Opportunity is what people want right now. 
And people are interested in themselves and their own well being. 

When trying to implement the Exchange, do not appear to regulate. Be incremental. 

Dr. Moffitt -Reflections on the Exchange: 

The real problem is with Small Businesses being able to provide insurance. The tax code is the 
800 lb gorilla. If you don't get insurance thru your employer, you essentially pay a huge 30 to 
50% tax on insurance, b/c you pay for it with after tax dollars. 

Heritage was the first organization to put pen to paper and sketch out the Exchange: It is 
not a regulator, it simply processes paperwork for premium payments and facilitates 
assignment of premiums. A key principal: because the employer facilitates the insurance, the 
defined contribution that is provided to employees is tax free and the benefits are tax free. This is 
still group insurance. Employees have a property right in the insurance. It achieving personal 
ownership of the insurance. 

The Massachusetts Plan 
Tim Murphy, Michael Widmer, Jim Stergios, Cindy Gillespie. 

Tim Murphy, Worked on Romney's staff on their current Health System "Romneycare." 
Mass wanted to insure their 10% of uninsured. They had a number of funding sources to fund the 
"unfi.mded care pool" doled out to HCP like hospitals. 800 to 900 million dollars. Byzantine. 
Untenable. 

Health care costs were growing 7 to 9% a year. Health care costs are 2X bigger than the State's 
ability to generate tax revenue. They finally got disallowed on a waiver they were using. They 
were going to lose about 385 million dollars from the Fed. So viola, Romneycare. 

They took a very holistic approach. They identified by income cohort. Kensyan (sp) assumption: 
if you don't have insurance you must be poor. Untrue. First group: Fully 20% of the uninsured 
were not signing up for Medicaid although they qualified. Fully half earned 300% of the FPL: 
$31,000 or more. Why aren't they buying insurance? Final group, less than 300% of FPL but 
not eligible for Medicaid (about 200,000). 
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Mass was (is) heavily regulated insurance market. The dysfunctional market was the non-group 
market. Average age 56. Female. Guaranteed issue. Cadillac plan. The people who did sign up 
were older and sicker. Younger wouldn't sign up. Wouldn't allow HMO's and HSA's. Mass 
merged the small group and non-group market. For individuals, it cut the individual market 
premium way down (over 30%) and raised the small group premium about 2%. The mandate 
forced people into the pool who were making rational economic decisions to not buy insurance. 

For their "slip thru the crack" folks (under 300% of FPL but no Medicaid) they created a 
sliding scale subsidy (my commentary: this is the part that has been criticized for the 
escalating costs). 

They also have the Exchange or Connector. This was the big market based part of the 
overhaul. The first Exchange program in the US. They chose to make the Exchange administer 
their new subsidy. 

Individual mandate. Very controversial. The original idea: over 18, buy a catastrophic plan or 
post a bond showing financial wherewithal. The rational: the uninsured's costs get socialized 
when they do need care. Of course, the Mass legislature messed it up and made the baseline plan 
loaded up with all the goodies and therefore expensive. He thinks it was a big mistake. 

Two things that Mass did b/c of the new subsidy: If the employer offers insurance- you have to 
buy it. If you are an employer who wants to dump your low wage employees, you can't offer an 
insurance plan to higher wage earners that you don't offer to you low wage workers. 

Michael Widmer 
The estimate for the new subsidy for the 150,000 uninsured "crack slippers" + 750 million 
per year or $5000 per person. 

They calculate the cost to the state of employers not getting insurance was $295 per employee 
per year. That is where they got the penalty from. 

He contests the assertion of the State Treasurer that the new health care system is a budget 
buster. See WSJ article. He asserts that many have an interest in showing that "Mass has failed." 
He said there has been a reduction in benefits, mainly to illegal immigrants. He says this is due to 
the general financial downturn affecting the budget. 

Their "uncompensated care pool" money is now more rationally distributed. 

He did mention that the cost of premiums have been a problem for businesses. He says costs are 
going to have to be addressed. 

Jim Stergios 
Highlights of the Mass plan. 
Putting the Connector together with a Board tilled by people who have agendas to make 
the plans look the way they want is not working in Mass. Have to make this a market thing. 
It's very top down in Mass. They have a lot of power. It's not the way to get it done. Huge issue 
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in the Governor's race. Still a lot of people in the poverty band not in the system. Some concern 
that there is crowd out. There is a lack of information on several issues coming out of the 
Connector. He says that ER utilization has not really gone down like they thought it would. 

Cindy Gillespie 
This lady is with Heritage, she was fantastic. 
Important elements of the Health Care Bill. (Mass and Utah become very important). The first 
ones to engage HHS will have the ability to influence the regs. 

The Exchange envisioned in the Health Care Bill is NOT what Mass and Utah have. This is 
not a State based exchange. It is a State administered Exchange. 

What Exchange Does: 
I) To certify health plans for sale. Requirements set by HHS. No one knows yet. There are 
broad categories of coverage, HHS will come back with specifics. 
2) Offer them to employers and help people enroll. 
3) Exchange will facilitate eligibility for any state subsidized plan. Single eligibility and access 
to subsidies portal. 
4) Refundable tax credits will be paid directly to the insurer. Feds don't have a Premium 
Aggregator. Evidently, the Premium Aggregator is real important. 
5) Exchange for individuals and Exchange for Small Business. 

First decision a State must make: Establish and exchange or let HHS do it. 
Second decision: What will the Exchange be? Nonprofit? What branch of government? In 
Mass, it is on its own. In Utah, it's in the Dept ofEcon Development or something like it. Mass 
really focused on individual market. 

States get to decide how much gets to be privatized. How much can the exchange contract out for 
services? Utah extensively uses vendors. 

What other functions do you want the Exchange to do? Do you want a Premium Aggregator? 

How aggressively do you want to implement heading to January 2014? Mass did phased 
implementation over a year instead of going live on day one? THERE IS MONEY FOR 
STATES TO PHASE IN THE EXCHANGE. 

THE EXHANGE HAS TO BE CERTIFED AS FUNCTIONAL BY JUNE 2013 OR HHS 
WILL COME IN AND DO IT FOR YOU. 

States have until 20 I 2 session at the latest to get this passed. Some states will want liberal 
versions, and some states will want more market based Exchanges. 

HHS will certify a minimum list of benefits that must be offered in any plan. Any additional 
benefits ofTered, and so drive up premiums, will have to be picked up by the States. 
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A small business will ultimately be calculated as I 00 employees or less. 

All states must monitor premium increases by Jan 2014. Funds available to begin monitoring. 

Wow. This really is a big government deal. The reality is, this is coming. 

Dennis Smith, Former Director of Medicaid under Bush 
Evidently, this guy is a super Medicaid guru. 

It is alarming to him the extent to which the Health Care Bill marginalizes the States. It is absurd 
and comical at the same time. 

The States are going to have to fight for their sovereign role. The States are being treated as so 
much bother. 

State Legislators need to bone up on their state Medicaid Program. 

Who will the Insurance Commissioner work for? The State or HHS? 

There will need to be a Committee set up to filter all of this information in a transparent 
way. 

If the Legislatures don't have all the facts in front of them, we are going to get rolled. Do 
you want an agency or advocacy groups determining eligibility for Medicaid or the Exchange? 

He says the new Medicaid eligibles are eligible at a real, adjusted 140% of the FPL. Most of who 
are healthy young adults. ~·• 

Getting transparency out of the agencies will need to be a priority. Agencies tend to state "we're 
doing the best that we can" and they will tend to obscure transparency. He stated, for example, 
that enrollment error rates in one study to be at 20%. 

The Legislature may need to begin to play hardball with agencies and counties. The Bill gives 
the States the authority to outsource the entire Exchange and what to include in it. Can use this 
for leverage to push the agencys to be transparent. 

Demand the Feds come, immediately, to our states and begin to testify on how this is going 
to work. They are already taking the term "State" out of the program names, ie. S-CHIP is now 
just CHIP. Same for the official name of the Medicaid program. We should be outraged. 

When the Exchange starts, the SCHIP kids should, by definition, not quality for the new 
entitlement. 
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Cost sharing is an important part of this. There are new inequities across tamilies. Detinitions of 
tamilies have changed with this. !e. 26 year olds are now covered under parents insurance. Third 
party liability is going to be more important. 

HHS said that states cannot change their cost sharing, without any authority. 

The states are going to have to look for fights to pick. 

Benchmark plans are going to be the standard. If we pass a plan then we can defend it in 
Federal court. 

When this Bill was passed many states were looking at Exchanges. This isn't the foreign 
idea. It would be foreign to turn this over to an outside entity that the State has no control 
over. Where are the opportunities to privatize and outsource? 

State Legislatures are going to have to work hard to find ways to keep from raising taxes. 

To all of our colleagues who don't want to be bothered with health care minutia, they are 
going to have to get engaged. This is a huge deal that will dramatically affect the budget. 

He says that the Feds can't pull Medicaid funding if they pass the Freedom of Healthcare 
Act. 

Get actuarials to certify benchmark plan equivalents, so that HHS will have a hard time 
pushing back against it. 

Find a better way to better manage our duel eligibles. CMS is evidently interested in this. 83% of 
all Medicaid spending is on people with 3 or more chronic d~nditions. 

He says it's crazy for 20 something graduate students to be Medicaid eligible. 

1115 waivers are closed for business. 

States should be hollering at CMS for playing favorites with certain states. Why can New York 
put their S SD in managed care but not us? 

Don't wait for the regulations. Get aggressive. Bring your "A" team. 

IMPORTANT: Get a State Plan Amendment !Benchmark Plan) on the Books as soon as 
possible. CMS has to approve it if it complies with the Law, and we can litigate the decision 
in Federal Court. 

Take a hard look at who is actually running Medicaid in OK. Get someone in there with an 
insurance background. Root out fraud. 
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Look at the high users at try and get them in managed care. Better to manage their chronic 
problems. Find your find high users. We are doing some of this in OK. In OK, 58% of Medicaid 
Expenditures are on Blind, Aged and Disabled. 

Big panel on the Future of Health Care beyond the Health Care Bill 
Amanda Adkins form Missouri 
There is an opportunity for Employers to drive reform. ABC handout. 
Super automated health care records. 

Ralph Bernstein, US Bank 
One of their areas of expertise is health care payments. There is a natural connection b/t what is 
going on in health care and what they have been doing for a long time. Card based payments. 
Tax credit payments. There has been a lack of thinking at the Fed level for how you move the 
money. They operate HSA's and FSA's. They move money around all day long. They facilitate 
JIT funding. They coordinate payments. Hmm. An opportunity for our banks in OK to help with 
all this. He commented that Utah reached out to the private sector to get help. We are here, use 
us. 

Ed said: The Private Sector will always move faster than you (state gov) but you y;ill always will 
move faster than the Fed. 

Tim Murphy, Beacon, Behavioral Health, Boston 
So many of your high cost patients have behavioral health co-morbidities. They provide 
expertise in managing these types of patients. They build out systems of care. 
Who were the uninsured: a lot are young, healthy and in and'i()Ut of the work force. They look a 
lot more like small business than typical Medicaid. The one area where they used higher health 
care was behavioral health: up to 3 times higher in this category. Typically they are childless 
adults who can't hold a job b/c of their behavioral health problems. If these people get dumped 
into Medicaid, they will sink you. Once they get on prescription drugs it gets expensive. You 
need to really think about how to manage this populations. Hmm. 

Raymond Seaver, BSwift, Vendor that is helping Utah. Employee Benefits. 
Their software is ideally suited for an employer based defined contribution health plan -
the Exchange. 
When shopping for coverage on the Exchange website, this technology becomes very impmiant. 
They can manage the movement of the people constantly coming in and out of the system. 
They developed the Premium Aggregation component of Utah's system. 
An Exchange involves a high number of transactions and changes. They are contigurable. You 
don't have to customize. 
You can make good use of the funds you get from the Feds to set up the system. 

Steve May, Millman, A very large actuarial firm. 
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Ed re-stated that Legislators are in a position that they are really going to have to ride heard and 
do their homework on their own Medicaid and on this Bill. 

Steve says that they can model the costs of all the new mandates. Gazby 45 is a new 
requirement for State Retirement benefits to accurately model the costs of these plans. The 
states and municipalities that are moving forward with these requirements' are getting AAA 
ratings b/c they are starting to put money aside and prepare. You can cut your liability in half if 
you pre-fund. You can apply this to health benefits as well. They are also finding out that the 
States and Munis are in worse shape than they previously thought because of this new mle. 

Steve Neeleman, Health Equity, One of the Owners of the Thunder is a Health Equity 
Investor 
HSA administrators. Gave examples of American Express putting everyone on HSA's and 
their health care costs have been flat for several years. Indiana doing the same thing. He can't 
believe that this hasn't taken off more than it has. He thinks Exchanges and HSA's are a good 
combination. 

Eric Grossman, Trizetto, a big competitor to CMS for claims management 
In 2015 the Exchanges will have to compete head to head with existing channels of distributions 
(brokers) with no Federal subsidies for administrative costs. 

You need broker participation in an Exchange. 

He says that the Mass Exchange web site is not easy to use. 

Dennis Smith, working for Leavitt Partners, him and Leavitt have run the Fed Medicaid 
Program for many years 
Consultants. Translators between the private sector and the '!Medicaid program that they know so 
well. Government doesn't pay for health care, it pays for billing codes. 
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Health Cost Containrnent 
and efficiencies 

NCSL Briefs for State Legislatures 

.Administrative Simplification in the Health System 
Cost Containment Strategy and Logic 
Administrative simplification refers to efforts to streamline 
administrative functions in the current health system.' 
Administrative simplification includes programs that: 

•• 

• 

Jl 

.JI 

Promote or require use of standardized, common 
forms, electronic or paper (e.g., for billing and cod
ing); 
Improve the efficiency of provider-insurer transac
tions in claims processing and payment; 
Institute a single process for verifying provider (for 
example doctors, specialists, nurses) experience and 
education that is recognized by all parties, as op
posed to having separate processes for each health 
plan, hospital and practice that requires providers to 
verify their credentials before hiring or paying them; 
Give providers and patients instant access to a pa
tient's insurance coverage information (e.g., services 
covered, required copayments and caps on benefits) 
using a magnetic swipe card; 
Standardize medical management policies (e.g., pre
authorization procedures); and 
Streamline government regulations and compliance 
requirements. 

reduce overall health care 
expenditures. 

Target of Cost 
Containment 
The primary goal of admin-
istrative simplification ef-

Evidence Indicates that 
efforts to reduce admin
istrative expenses have 
resulted in some efflcien-
cies. 

forts is to lower costs by reducing duplication and unnecessary 
complexity in health care system operations. A 2009 report 
on improving health care purchasing in Minnesota observed, 
"Because routine administrative transactions such as checking 
patient eligibility for benefits, submitting bills for services, or 
making payments to providers occur every minute, every day, 
millions of times each year, even small inefficiencies add up to 
be significant costs and drags on health system productivity:'' 

Administrative simplification initiatives are aimed mainly at 
how health providers and insurers conduct business, especially 
with one another. 

An example of administrative inefficiency concerns the way 
health care bijjjngs are processed. Studies suggest that paper 
billing-the traditional and still most widely-used method
costs nearly twice as much ($1.58 per claim) as electronic bill
ing ($.85 per claim).' Provider credential verification also typi-

By streamlining and standardizing routine business pro- cally is inefficient. One group has estimated that the average 
cesses, administrative simplification can help to reduce health plan spends approximately $500,000 annually on ere-
unnecessary and duplicative transaction costs and thus dentialing activities, and the average provider spends up to 
~----"------'--------------------...., 6.5 hours annually.' Processing bills is another 

Figure 1. Total Annual Cost to U.S. Physician Practices for Interacting with source of unnecessarily high administrative 
Health Plans Is Estimated at $31 Billion• expenses. According to the American Medi

Clerical staff 
$15,767 

lawyer/accountant 
$15,767 

'Based on an estimated 453,696 office bdsed physici<1ns. 

Total Annual per 
Practice Cost per 

Physiciiln: $68,274 

Source: L.P. Casalino et al., "What Does it Cost Physician Practices to Interact with Hedlth 
!nsur<Jnce Pl;ms!" He.tlth Aff,lirs Web Exclusive, May 14, 2009, w533-w543. 

-----------------------

cal Association, physician practices spend as 
much as 14 percent of their total collections 
to ensure accurate payment for services. This 
amounts to more than $68,000 per physician 
practice (Figure 1). Researchers estimate that 
provider and health plan administrative costs 
together account for 25 percent or more of the 
cost of private health insurance coverage.' 

State Examples 
:1 Several states have conducted studies to 
estimate the potential savings from various 
administrative simplification initiatives. For 
example, the Oregon Health Fund Board esti
mated that, over 10 years, developing and re
quiring all plans to use uniform forms and pro-41165



cesses for administrative transactions could save $350 million 
in health-plan-related transaction costs. Limiting the allowable 
increase in the administrative portion of insurance premiums 
to a measure of general inflation could save as much as $1.4 
billion over 10 years in health insurance premium costs. Min
nesota's Center for Health Care Purchasing Improvement cal
culated that requiring providers and insurers to conduct all 
administrative transactions electronically using standard data 
and content could reduce overall costs in Minnesota's health 
care system (both public and private) by more than $60 million 
per year by 2013. 

• At least 15 states mandate or encourage use of a standard 
provider application for credentialing-a nationally recog
nized application and/or a state-specific one. West Virginia is 
among the most recent states to enact legislation that sets up 
a process designed to lead to a standard credentialing system.' 
In most cases, states have designated the standard provider 
application developed by the Council for Affordable Quality 
Healthcare (CAQH) as their mandated or acceptable provider 
credentialing form. Louisiana, New Jersey and Tennessee, for 
example, require or allow health plans to use either the stan
dard CAQH application or a state-specific alternative. Vermont 
requires use of the CAQH application form. 

• An increasing number of states are encouraging or requiring 
health plans to provide enrollees with health insurance swipe 
cards. Swipe cards, which would replace paper ID cards, have 
magnetic strips that give patients and providers real-time ac· 
cess to information about a patient's health insurance benefits 
(e.g., deductibles and copayments). Most states are consider· 
ing the uniform standards recommended by the Workgroup 
for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI), a broad-based, nation· 
al health care industry association. Utah enacted legislation 
in 2009 (HB 165) that moves the state toward a standardized 
swipe card and changes how hospitals and heath care provid
ers send information and billing to patients. Colorado's 2008 
law (SB 08-135) requires health insurers to issue standardized, 
printed identification cards and authorizes the commissioner 
of insurance to adopt rules requiring insurers to use standard 
swipe cards or other appropriate technology in the future. 

• States are considering a standardized claims processing sys- . 
tern for all payers. The Oregon Health Policy Commission rec
ommended in its 2007 road map for health care reform that the 
state continue its efforts to create a statewide simplified and 
standardized claims processing system, using its influence as a 
purchaser and as a key regulator. Several states already require 
standard claims submissions. Maine, for example, requires uni
form claims submissions; providers must submit their claims to 
insurers in a standardized electronic format. 

• A 2005 Maine law was designed not only to reduce admin
istrative costs, but also to ensure that savings are passed to 
health care purchasers.' The law establishes an administra
tive streamlining work group to" ... facilitate the creation and 
implementation of a single portal through which hospitals can 

. 

access and transmit member eligibility, benefit and claims in- · 
formation from multiple insurers:' The work group is responsi
ble for investigating ways to ensure that savings resulting from. 
implementation of the portal are passed to purchasers in the 
form of rate reductions by hospitals and other providers and by 
reductions in administrative costs by insurers and third-party 
administrators. 

• Several states have either passed a series of bills to stream
line various administrative processes or have enacted compre
hensive administrative simplification bills. 

-A 2007 Minnesota law required all heath care providers and 
payers to use a single electronic standard for the transmission, 
content and format of payment records, claims and eligibil
ity verifications, beginning in 2009.8 In 2009, the Legislature 
passed technology standards legislation (HF 3848) that pre
scribes a process for adopting rules to implement a standard
ized electronic swipe card all health plans must use. 

-A 2008 Massachusetts law requires health insurers and pro
viders to adopt statewide, uniform, consistent and standard
ized billing and coding processes by 2012.9 The state is also 
considering ways to reduce duplicative or conflicting state 
regulatory requirements. State agencies that regulate health 
providers and plans are collaborating to consider the cost con
tainment potential and feasibility of creating a uniform sys
tem and format for similar reports required by multiple state 
agencies. Examples of such filings include reports of injuries, 
adverse medical events, frequency of filing claims information 
and membership data. The Division of Insurance and the attar· 
ney general's office are responsible for holding hearings for in
surance con;panies that submit rate increases above 7 percent, 
paying partftular attention to the companies' administrative 
costs and executive compensation. The state also is consider
ing moving health plan licensure from every year to every two 
years. 

-Washington enacted comprehensive administrative stream
lining legislation in 2009.10 The Health Care Efficiency Act re· 
quires development and implementation of a uniform provider 
credentialing process; a uniform standard document and data 
set for electronic eligibility and coverage verification; code 
standardization; and common and consistent time frames for 
reviewing requests for medical management protocols (e.g., 
prior authorization and preadmission requirements). 

• Several states have established or are considering creating 
advisory groups or offices responsible for identifying ways to 
reduce administrative expenses. Maine established an Admin
istrative Streamlining Workgroup authorized by legislation 
enacted in 2005. 11 In a 2008 report, the Oregon Health Fund 
Board recommended that the Division of Insurance convene 
a work group to develop uniform forms and processes for ad
ministrative transactions. 12 
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Non-State Examples 
• Federal health reform. The Patient Protection Affordable Care 
Act of 201 0, as amended by the Health Care and Education Rec
onciliation Act of 2010, contains several administrative stream
lining provisions. Examples include adopting a single set of 
operating rules for: eligibility verification and claims status (ef
fective Jan. 1, 2013); electronic funds transfer and health care 
payment and remittances (effective Jan. 1, 2014); and health 
claims processing, enrollment and disenrollment, premium 
payments, and referral certification and authorization. 

• A national group, the Committee on Operating Rules for 
Information Exchange, is working to build consensus among 
health care industry stakeholders on a set of operating rules for 
administrative interoperability between health plans and pro
viders to streamline provider-plan transactions. It currently is 
working to develop rules for: real-time electronic verification of 
patients' health plan coverage; determination of claims status; 
processing prior authorizations; and standard medical identifi
cation cards. Among the government agencies participating in 
CORE are Louisiana Medicaid and the Minnesota Department 
of Human Resources. 

• Humana Health launched a swipe card pilot program in two 
Florida cities in 2007. Since then, the project has spread state
wide and to seven other states. United Healthcare also has ad
opted swipe card technology; more than 20 million of its mem
bers have electronic ID cards. 

Evidence of Effectiveness 
Limited evidence indicates that efforts to reduce administra
tive expenses have resulted in some efficiencies. Unfortunate
ly, most of the literature on administrative streamlining focuses 
more on estimates of current administrative expenditures rath
er than on demonstrated savings from administrative simplifi
cation. Existing evidence comes mainly from the private sector; 
no studies of the results of state administrative simplification 
efforts were found. The results of three private sector initiatives 
are discussed below 

• IBM assessed the results achieved by health plans that ad
opted some initial CORE rules for administrative interoperabil
ity described previously. It found that electronic verification of 
patients' benefit coverage (e.g., deductible and copayments) 
took about seven minutes less than telephone verification, sav
ing about $2.10 per verification." 

• Blue Cross and Blue Shield of South Carolina's Web-based 
tool, My Insurance Manager Web Precert, allows providers to 
receive real-time resolution of some pre-certification requests, 
verifying member eligibility for procedures, medications and 
other services. In 2007, it reported that the system created ef
ficiencies credited with savings of $1.4 million." 

• UnitedHealthcare is testing real-time claims adjudication, 
which allows a claim to be submitted to an insurer and settled 

before a patient leaves the office. The company reported that a 
10-physician Texas practice participating in the pilot program 
saved $14,000 in billing costs in a year. Another practice re
duced accounts receivable by 13 percent and decreased the 
average time to collect insurer and patient payments from 45 
days to six. For some practices, however, implementing real
time claims adjudication Is complicated and can require a 
physician's office to change how it handles billing and collec
tions.15 

Although administrative streamlining appears to have resulted 
in some savings, for the most part it has not yet reduced costs 
for purchasers. A comprehensive research report concluded, 
"Evidence is lacking on whether improvements in the efficien
cy of insurance companies will be translated into reductions in 
premiums for their customers."16 The report continued: "Simi
larly, it is uncertain whether improvements in hospital efficien
cy will be translated into reductions in charges for services." 
It found no evidence to prove that any specific interventions 
would reduce overall costs. 

Challenges 
• Significant cost savings from administrative reforms have 
not been realized or appeared in the form of lower costs for 
purchasers for several possible reasons. 

• Many efforts to streamline administrative functions are rela
tively new and have not been widely enough adopted to real
ize overall savings. 

• Programs designed to reduce overhead often have signifi
cant front-end costs (e.g., new computer systems and training 
personnel). ~ a result, a net benefit may not be realized for 
several years. 

• It can be difficult for payers to capture the savings associated 
with efficiencies realized at the provider or plan level. Plans and 
providers may retain the savings rather than pass them along 
to payers. 

• Some targets of administrative simplification account for a 
relatively small part of health care costs. For example, a Wash
ington state report on administrative simplification found 
that, while "provider credentialing is a source of administrative 
variation and waste that generates provider frustration, it does 
not appear to be a major source of cost to providers, plans or 
hospitals." 17 

• Some health policy analysts have argued that a greater over
haul of the system beyond simply streamlining current admin
istrative functions is needed to realize savings. This might in
clude substantially reforming the health care payment system, 
limiting the number of allowable benefit designs and prohibit
ing exclusion of preexisting conditions, or establishing a single 
payer system. 
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Heath Care Seminar, The Heritage Foundation, Washington D.C., Aprill211
', 2010 

Notes compiled by Rep. Mark McCullough 

Dr. Robert Moffit, Head of Heath Care Policy, Heritage 
This will be a long, contentious implementation process. The opportunity is tore-frame the 
debate as regards the basic relationship between the state and its citizens as to health care. 

The key point that has been washed out is that there is a real separation between the States and 
the Fed as to enumerated powers. The states must take a leadership role in the next 8 years to 
shape the debate and the implementation of whatever health system ends up evolving. We need 
to make sure we aggressively look to the interests of our constituents. 

Sen Orrin Hatch, Utah 
Utah is a shining example of why the States should be put in charge of developing health care 
policy and not the Fed. 

We have never seen anything like what we are dealing with right now in our history. The line 
between the public and private sector has never been more blurred. The l 0 year fiscal outlook is 
bleak. Largest national debt since 1945. We are looking at debt reaching 90% ofGDP by 2020. 

Majority of Americans know that that this bill will increase costs and deficits and that is reflected 
consistently in public opinion. 

Most major spending provision in this bill don't kick in until after the 2014 presidential election. 
The l 0 year cost of this bill is estimated at 2.5 trillion dollars. 

Democrat experts at CBO: The key point is that any saving 4a this bill are one time savings that 
cannot be repeated. 

Utah's Medicaid costs will increase by 50%. 

He believes that the individual mandate is unconstitutional. The Constitution allows the 
Congress to regulate interstate commerce, but the Courts have never ratified that Congress can 
require participation in commerce. If this is allowed, then there is no limit to Congress' powers. 
Liberty itself is what is at stake. A liberal constitutional scholar, Jonathan Turley, recently 
admitted that this bill will seriously compromise basic liberty. 

He said he knows he is preaching to the choir, but that the Democrats have truly put themselves 
at odds with the American people and passed this bill in a very bad exercise in government. 

He believes that the Democrats will use the higher costs created by this bill to blame the private 
sector and further rationalize a single payer system. 

The Heritage foundation is very important. They are constantly trying to tine! ways to bring 
common sense to government. The Republicans up here pay a great deal of attention to the 
Heritage Foundation and their publications are worth reading. 
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Many Democrats are becoming terri tied about all of the spending. 

Seventeen union states have been exempted trom the "Cadillac tax", which, in any event will not 
be implemented until2018. He doesn't think it will be implemented at all. 

The reason he left the Democratic party because, years ago, that there was this unholy belief that 
the Federal Government will solve all problems. 

Ed Haislmaier, Heritage Heath Specialist- Introducing Panelists 
This man is brilliant. Take him very seriously. 

We have an official crisis in health care because the Fed has set the clock running. Real 
leadership comes when you change when there is not a crisis. He saw this when he was at Phizer 
Pharmaceuticals, who changed their successful sales force b/c they saw it wasn't going to work 
in 10 years. That is what David Clark did with health care in Utah. 

In Utah, they did risk assessment first, unlike Mass, which did community rating and mandatory 
ISSUe. 

Ed thinks that the Health Care Bill could be repealed, having said that, the Feds don't have 
insurance experience, so the States have a huge opportunity to change this thing over the 
next several years. He thinks it is hugely likely that the controversial parts will be defunded 
in the coming years. 

Rep. David Clark, Speaker of the Utah House 
They also passed their Exchange in 09, like Oklahoma, but they have totally implemented 
in under a year. They passed legislation and implemente'il in 5 months. No joke. 

They went to Heritage tor help. 

They tried to emulate Mass, but Utah didn't have the money. They wanted to have quality health 
care tor every citizen. In Mass, 70% of all lives there were covered by Fortune 500 companies. 
They have the opposite: 750,000 small businesses. He is grateful to Mass for jumping in first to 
put together and Exchange. 

The brain trust is here: Dan Schuyler, Cheryl Smith, Cathy Dupont, David Jackson, Don Garlitz, 
Brian Somers. 

They leveraged with the private sector. BSwift and Health Equity. They did not have to 
develop, in house, the expertise to implement. 

They have high quality health and low cost health care. They measure twice and cut once. They 
looked at the small businesses and their needs. But health care and wage inflation was making 
costs unsustainable. This thing was born out of financial necessity to stay competitive on rising 
health care costs. 
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First year: health task force three years ago- its still going. TF identified the 6 key areas to work 
on. They figured it would take I 0 years to reverse the problematic trends. 

First of all they determined that personal responsibility had to be emphasized in creating a 
plan. Second it had to be market based. I.e. when having a heart attack, you are not shopping 
around, but you can when looking for total knee replacement. When crafting policy, when you 
can reflect, how can you encourage "shopping around?" He believes that the Exchange is the 
only viable option out there right now for achieving these two goals. 

He said 15 years ago GM was one of the largest company in the world, now we call them 
Government Motors. The point is: you can't bet against the market. They got killed by heath care 
costs. 

They have a variety of demonstration projects on : electronic medical records, diabetes, Clinical 
Health Information Exchange, All-Payer Database: they have accumulated over a million 
people's medical records for electronic storage. 

The largest philosophical issues they dealt with was going from a defined benefit health 
paradigm to a defined contribution paradigm. They went to the "Coburn" model on a state level 
and allowed citizens to deduct health care individually from taxes, not just businesses
something the Fed's steadfastly refuse to do. 

They have a universal enrolment form. There are only 2 functioning plans in the US right now, 
Utah and Mass- both at the polar opposite ends of the spectrum. Mass: big government, 
mandates and a huge entitlement. Utah: all market based. Mass: $25 million to run their plan. 
Utah: $600,000. No .ioke. 

He does not believe that we will be able to repeal and replace the Heath Care Bill. He 
thinks the opportunity is for the States to, de-facto, write the regulations and hand them to 
the Feds. He thinks we have, as states, failed in the past in doing this. He says we have to be 
aggressive in propagating the rules that will be coming in the next decade. We must be 
cohesive and work together in doing it. 

This will be a series of battles in the regulatory environment. 

Dan Schuler, Utah's Two Exchange Employees 
One of two of employees nmning their exchange. Yeah, you read that right- two. 

How does it work: 
l) Employer registers. (Small employers, under 50) 
2) Employee enters information. Universal health application. 
3) Turned over to insurance companies who evaluate risk: Premium Generated. 
4) Employee compares and shops for plans. 
5) Enrollment is Finalized. 
6) Plans go into effect on designated dates. 
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All done on a web site. 

They are working on a large employer plan. 

Premium aggregation is unique to the exchange. If you or your spouse are working for two 
employers, you can combine benetits to buy what you want. 

They have an "optimizer filter" that lets you look at your past health care spending practices 
and gives a boatload of information based on various factors, ie. total out of pocket vs total cost, 
etc. 

You can compare up to 4 plans to see what is important to you. About 16 categories you can drill 
down on or you can just look at plan basics. !e., prescription drugs or mental health. 

There are no mandates whatsoever. They anticipated launching in 2012 they were approached 
by employers and asked to implement early. They have 85% of their insurance companies 
participating in Utah's exchange. (This is the way Ed Haislmaier envisioned it being 
implemented in the first place, and what he talked about when he flew to OK and held a two day 
seminar at the Capitol back in Aug of 07). 

Q&A 
How did switching to a defined contribution work? If you want to participate in the Exchange, 
you must use defined contribution. First, they do a typical underwriting, or risk adjustment for 
the population of the business. The Employer has X dollar value that they allocate to the 
employee to shop for what plan suits them best, instead of selecting a plan for the employee. An 
allowance. There are a number of ways to do this as an employer. Two main things that drive the 
premiums: family size and age range (age banding). Really, i!lvery einployer already is doing 
defined contribution, they just offer one plan. They contemplate that the employer could "break 
up" the contributions, spending more on their older employees for example. 

Did Utah start out with several mandates? They have very few benefit mandates. They also 
created Utah's homegrown "COBRA" where there are very few mandates. 
Utah has a high risk pool. 3800 people. Guarantee issue for the High Risk Pool. All this has only 
been done with the employer market, not the individual market. 

Prospective risk assessment has really helped. The insurers have to stay engaged. Between 
75,00 to 250,000 they share risk. Most insurers have already done their catastrophic risk 
assessment and have for years. 

When switching to a buyer based market the insurers will complain "oh we'll get all the 
diabetics" but when everyone has to play in the high risk pool, they all worked it out together. 
The state facilitated the conversation. They got all the insurance big shots in a room and had one 
of their experts check their various statements for accuracy. 
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My question: how does the tax credit for employer's work in Utah.? Utah created a tax credit 
against their state income tax for those in the individual market only. About 190, 000 people. 
This may also not be implemented immediately because of the budget crunch. Pretty small sub 
set and if they don't pay much state tax, is it really that helpful? I think we should do it, but. ... 

Utah now has 3 technical advisory committees. Industry has contributed 10,000 man hours of 
'work m hammering out the details. Working groups ... why does that sound familiar? 

Who were the biggest barriers? Everyone is resistant to change. Senate I House: conservative, 
not conservative enough. It all went back to economics. Three large insurers cover 80% of Utah. 
Biggest mistake was putting them all in a room- it became divide and conquer. But he had to get 
them on board. The most spears he has pulled out of his back have come from the broker 
community. Brokers get commissions from insurance sold through the Exchange. The resistance 
comes from paranoia that the Exchange will make them irrelevant. The stereotypical broker does 
not work very hard,· and they saw this change as a challenge to their lifestyle. It actually takes 
work to sort through what is best for 20 different families in a given company. Ed was blunt: 
most brokers look at this job as easy money: get people on board and just keep them indefinitely. 
You get a 9% increase in their premiums, hey great. If you now shop on the Exchange, you could 
lose them. In Utah, most of the thinking brokers now know they stand to benefit from the 
Exchange. Utah crated a broker advisory group to give them a higher comfort level. The 
legislation that was passed was comprehensive, so the Speaker tried not to make it look like they 
were picking on one party. The transparency was key, and that had to affect everyone: brokers, 
health care providers. The business community is an ally because they want a better insurance 
system. Speaker Clark said this was the most complicated thing he ever did. They had to find key 
people they could rely on and give them cover. He said his vendors were keys. He learned about 
how insurance companies price. '·• 

Speaker Clark thinks that we'll see that employers are going to dump employees. Medicaid 
now covers everyone at 133% of the FPL. 

Clark wants to work harder and faster to make sure their market based system gets 
cemented as a model. 

Matt Towery, Polling Guy, Syndicated Columnist, Author, Former Newt Staff 
731 respondents. Margin of error 3.7%. Scientifically designed. Properly weighted. Properly 
queried: What is your opinion of the Health Care Legislation. 51% do not support. 53% of 
independents oppose. Those who disapproved, why? 

Gave several reasons: the runaway winner: People don't like government period. They are 
increasingly resistant to pro-active government. This is the thing. There is no other thing. 
Washington is an insular town. They get caught up in the minutia. America says: don't tread on 
me. 
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Of those who said they supported it gave: cover the uninsured and preexisting conditions, 
something that could be tixed at the state level. 

When they gave a loaded question about whether we should have dealt with deficits and 
spending first, 57% of independents agreed. 
One thing the American public is experiencing is fear. Health care was the touchstone, but the 
underlying concern is the overwhelming size of government and the swelling deficits. 

Extremely low confidence numbers in state and federal leadership. 

Message: don't regulate, provide opportunity. Opportunity is what people want right now. 
And people are interested in themselves and their own well being. 

When trying to implement the Exchange, do not appear to regulate. Be incremental. 

Dr. Moffitt -Reflections on the Exchange: 

The real problem is with Small Businesses being able to provide insurance. The tax code is the 
800 lb gorilla. If you don't get insurance thru your employer, you essentially pay a huge 30 to 
50% tax on insurance, b/c you pay for it with after tax dollars. 

Heritage was the first organization to put pen to paper and sketch out the Exchange: It is 
not a regulator, it simply processes paperwork for premium payments and facilitates 
assignment of premiums. A key principal: because the employer facilitates the insurance, the 
defined contribution that is provided to employees is tax tree and the benefits are tax free. This is 
still group insurance. Employees have a property right in the insurance. It achieving personal 
ownership of the insurance. 

The Massachusetts Plan 
Tim Murphy, Michael Widmer, Jim Stergios, Cindy Gillespie. 

Tim Murphy, Worked on Romney's staff on their current Health System "Romneycare." 
Mass wanted to insure their l 0% of uninsured. They had a number of funding sources to fund the 
"unfunded care pool" doled out to HCP like hospitals. 800 to 900 million dollars. Byzantine. 
Untenable. 

Health care costs were growing 7 to 9% a year. Health care costs are 2X bigger than the State's 
ability to generate tax revenue. They finally got disallowed on a waiver they were using. They 
were going to lose about 385 million dollars from the Fed. So viola, Romneycare. 

They took a very holistic approach. They identified by income cohort. Kensyan {sp) assumption: 
if you don't have insurance you must be poor. Untrue. First group: Fully 20% of the uninsured 
were not signing up for Medicaid although they qualified. Fully half earned 300% of the FPL: 
$31,000 or more. Why aren't they buying insurance? Final group, less than 300% of FPL but 
not eligible for Medicaid (about 200,000). 
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Mass was (is) heavily regulated insurance market. The dysfunctional market was the non-group 
market. Average age 56. Female. Guaranteed issue. Cadillac plan. The people who did sign up 
were older and sicker. Younger wouldn't sign up. Wouldn't allow HMO's and HSA's. Mass 
merged the small group and non-group market. For individuals, it cut the individual market 
premium way down (over 30%) and raised the small group premium about 2%. The mandate 
forced people into the pool who were making rational economic decisions to not buy insurance. 

For their "slip thru the crack" folks (under 300% of FPL but no Medicaid) they created a 
sliding scale subsidy (my commentary: this is the part that has been criticized for the 
escalating costs). 

They also have the Exchange or Connector. This was the big market based part of the 
overhaul. The first Exchange program in the US. They chose to make the Exchange administer 
their new subsidy. 

Individual mandate. Very controversial. The original idea: over 18, buy a catastrophic plan or 
post a bond showing financial wherewithal. The rational: the uninsured's costs get socialized 
when they do need care. Of course, the Mass legislature messed it up and made the baseline plan 
loaded up with all the goodies and therefore expensive. He thinks it was a big mistake. 

Two things that Mass did b/c of the new subsidy: If the employer offers insurance- you have to 
buy it. If you are an employer who wants to dump your low wage employees, you can't offer an 
insurance plan to higher wage earners that you don't offer to you low wage workers. 

Michael Widmer 
The estimate for the new subsidy for the 150,000 uninsured "crack slippers"+ 750 million 
per year or $5000 per person. 

They calculate the cost to the state of employers not getting insurance was $295 per employee 
per year. That is where they got the penalty from. 

He contests the assertion of the State Treasurer that the new health care system is a budget 
buster. See WSJ article. He asserts that many have an interest in showing that "Mass has failed." 
He said there has been a reduction in benefits, mainly to illegal immigrants. He says this is due to 
the general financial downturn affecting the budget. 

Their "uncompensated care pool" money is now more rationally distributed. 

He did mention that the cost of premiums have been a problem for businesses. He says costs are 
going to have to be addressed. 

Jim Stergios 
Highlights of the Mass plan. 
Putting the Connector together with a Board filled by people who have agendas to make 
the plans look the way they want is not working in Mass. Have to make this a market thing. 
It's very top down in Mass. They have a lot of power. It's not the way to get it done. Huge issue 
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in the Governor's race. Still a lot of people in the poverty band not in the system. Some concern 
that there is crowd out. There is a lack of information on several issues coming out of the 
Connector. He says that ER utilization has not really gone down like they thought it would. 

Cindy Gillespie 
This lady is with Heritage, she was fantastic. 
Important elements of the Health Care Bill. (Mass and Utah become very important). The first 
ones to engage HHS will have the ability to influence the regs. 

The Exchange envisioned in the Health Care Bill is NOT what Mass and Utah have. This is 
not a State based exchange. It is a State administered Exchange. 

What Exchange Does: 
I) To certify health plans for sale. Requirements set by HI-IS. No one knows yet. There are 
broad categories of coverage, HHS will come back with specifics. 
2) Offer them to employers and help people enroll. 
3) Exchange will facilitate eligibility for any state subsidized plan. Single eligibility and access 
to subsidies portal. 
4) Refundable tax credits will be paid directly to the insurer. Feds don't have a Premium 
Aggregator. Evidently, the Premium Aggregator is real important. 
5) Exchange for individuals and Exchange for Small Business. 

First decision a State must make: Establish and exchange or let HHS do it. 
Second decision: What will the Exchange be? Nonprofit? What branch of government? In 
Mass, it is on its own. In Utah, it's in the Dept of Econ Development or something like it. Mass 
really focused on individual market. 

States get to decide how much gets to be privatized. How much can the exchange contract out for 
services? U tab extensively uses vendors. 

What other functions do you want the Exchange to do? Do you want a Premium Aggregator? 

How aggressively do you want to implement heading to January 2014? Mass did phased 
implementation over a year instead of going live on day one? THERE IS MONEY FOR 
STATES TO PHASE IN THE EXCHANGE. 

THE EXHANGE HAS TO BE CERTIFED AS FUNCTIONAL BY JUNE 2013 OR 1-IHS 
WILL COME IN AND DO IT FOR YOU. 

States have until2012 session at the latest to get this passed. Some states will want liberal 
versions, and some states will want more market based Exchanges. 

HI-IS will certify a minimum list of benefits that must be offered in any plan. Any additional 
benefits offered, and so drive up premiums, will have to be picked up by the States. 
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A small business will ultimately be calculated as l 00 employees or less. 

All states must monitor premium increases by Jan 2014. Funds available to begin monitoring. 

Wow. This really is a big government deal. The reality is, this is coming. 

Dennis Smith, Former Director of Medicaid under Bush 
Evidently, this guy is a super Medicaid gum. 

It is alarming to him the extent to which the Health Care Bill marginalizes the States. It is absurd 
and comical at the same time. 

The States are going to have to fight for their sovereign role. The States are being treated as so 
much bother. 

State Legislators need to bone up on their state Medicaid Program. 

Who will the Insurance Commissioner work for? The State or HHS? 

There will need to be a Committee set up to filter all of this information in a transparent 
way. 

If the Legislatures don't have all the facts in front of them, we are going to get rolled. Do 
you want an agency or advocacy groups determining eligibility for Medicaid or the Exchange? 

He says the new Medicaid eligibles are eligible at a real, adjusted 140% of the FPL. Most of who 
are healthy young adults. '" 

Getting transparency out of the agencies will need to be a priority. Agencies tend to state "we're 
doing the best that we can" and they will tend to obscure transparency. He stated, for example, 
that enrollment error rates in one study to be at 20%. 

The Legislature may need to begin to play hardball with agencies and counties. The Bill gives 
the States the authmity to outsource the entire Exchange and what to include in it. Can use this 
for leverage to push the agencys to be transparent. 

Demand the Feds come, immediately, to our states and begin to testify on how this is going 
to work. They are already taking the term "State" out of the program names, ie. S-CHIP is now 
just CHIP. Same for the official name of the Medicaid program. We should be outraged. 

When the Exchange starts, the SCHIP kids should, by definition, not qualify for the new 
entitlement. 
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Cost sharing is an important part of this. There are new inequities across families. Definitions of 
families have changed with this. !e. 26 year olds are now covered under parents insurance. Third 
party liability is going to be more important. 

HHS said that states cannot change their cost sharing, without any authority. 

The states are going to have to look for fights to pick. 

Benchmark plans are going to be the standard. If we pass a plan then we can defend it in 
Federal court. 

When this Bill was passed many states were looking at Exchanges. This isn't the foreign 
idea. It would be foreign to turn this over to an outside entity that the State has no control 
over. Where are the opportunities to privatize and outsource? 

State Legislatures are going to have to work hard to find ways to keep from raising taxes. 

To all of our colleagues who don't want to be bothered with health care minutia, they are 
going to have to get engaged. This is a huge deal that will dramatically affect the budget. 

He says that the Feds can't pull Medicaid funding if they pass the Freedom of Healthcare 
Act. 

Get actuarials to certify benchmark plan equivalents, so that HHS will have a hard time 
pushing back against it. 

Find a better way to better manage our duel eligibles. CMS is evidently interested in this. 83% of 
all Medicaid spending is on people with 3 or more chronic c'6nditions. 

He says it's crazy for 20 something graduate students to be Medicaid eligible. 

1115 waivers are closed for business. 

States should be hollering at CMS for playing favorites with certain states. Why can New York 
put their SSD in managed care but not us? 

Don't wait for the regulations. Get aggressive. Bring your "A" team. 

IMPORTANT: Get a State Plan Amendment (Benchmark Plan) on the Books as soon as 
possible. CMS has to approve it if it complies with the Law, and we can litigate the decision 
in Federal Court. 

Take a hard look at who is actually running Medicaid in OK. Get someone in there with an 
insurance background. Root out fraud. 
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Look at the high users at try and get them in managed care. Better to manage their chronic 
problems. Find your find high users. We are doing some of this in OK. In OK, 58% of Medicaid 
Expenditures are on Blind, Aged and Disabled. 

Big panel on the Future of Health Care beyond the Health Care Bill 
Amanda Adkins form Missouri 
There is an opportunity for Employers to drive reform. ABC handout. 
Super automated health care records. 

Ralph Bernstein, US Bank 
One of their areas of expertise is health care payments. There is a natural connection b/t what is 
going on in health care and what they have been doing tor a long time. Card based payments. 
Tax credit payments. There has been a lack of thinking at the Fed level for how you move the 
money. They operate HSA's and FSA's. They move money around all day long. They facilitate 
JIT funding. They coordinate payments. Hmm. An opportunity for our banks in OK to help with 
all this. He commented that Utah reached out to the private sector to get help. We are here, use 
us. 

Ed said: The Private Sector will always move faster than you (state gov) but you will always will 
move faster than the Fed. 

Tim Murphy, Beacon, Behavioral Health, Boston 
So many of your high cost patients have behavioral health co-morbidities. They provide 
expertise in managing these types of patients. They build out systems of care. 
Who were the uninsured: a lot are young, healthy and in and'>Qut of the work force. They look a 
lot more like small business than typical Medicaid. The one area where they used higher health 
care was behavioral health: up to 3 times higher in this category. Typically they are childless 
adults who can't hold a job b/c of their behavioral health problems. If these people get dumped 
into Medicaid, they will sink you. Once they get on prescription drugs it gets expensive. You 
need to really think about how to manage this populations. Hmm. 

Raymond Seaver, BSwift, Vendor that is helping Utah. Employee Benefits. 
Their software is ideally suited for an employer based defined contribution health plan
the Exchange. 
When shopping for coverage on the Exchange website, this technology becomes very important. 
They can manage the movement of the people constantly coming in and out of the system. 
They developed the Premium Aggregation component of Utah's system. 
An Exchange involves a high number of transactions and changes. They are contigurable. You 
don't have to customize. 
You can make good use of the funds you get from the Feels to set up the system. 

Steve May, Millman, A very large actuarial firm. 
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Ed re-stated that Legislators are in a position that they are really going to have to ride heard and 
do their homework on their own Medicaid and on this Bill. 

Steve says that they can model the costs of all the new mandates. Gazby 45 is a new 
requirement for State Retirement benefits to accurately model the costs of these plans. The 
states and municipalities that are moving forward with these requirements' are getting AAA 
ratings b/c they are starting to put money aside and prepare. You can cut your liability in half if 
you pre-fund. You can apply this to health benefits as well. They are also finding out that the 
States and Munis are in worse shape than they previously thought because of this new rule. 

Steve Neeleman, Health Equity, One of the Owners of the Thunder is a Health Equity 
Investor 
HSA administrators. Gave examples of American Express putting everyone on HSA's and 
their health care costs have been flat for several years. Indiana doing the same thing. He can't 
believe that this hasn't taken off more than it has. He thinks Exchanges and HSA's are a good 
combination. 

Eric Grossman, Trizetto, a big competitor to CMS for claims management 
In 2015 the Exchanges will have to compete head to head with existing channels of distributions 
(brokers) with no Federal subsidies for administrative costs. 

You need broker participation in an Exchange. 

He says that the Mass Exchange web site is not easy to use. 

Dennis Smith, working for Leavitt Partners, him and Leavitt have run the Fed Medicaid 
Program for many years 
Consultants. Translators between the private sector and the Nil:edicaid program that they know so 
well. Government doesn't pay for health care, it pays for billing codes. 
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WHO GOES WHERE & WHY-THE 
NUTS AND BOLTS OF THE NEW 

HEALTH LAW" 

~(J&f< U/>150/) - A!CSL 

The Laws 

o The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (P.l. 
111-148, PPACA) was signed into law on March 
23, 2010. 

o The Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
201 0 (P.l. 111-152) was signed into law on March 
31, 201 0 and amended some of the provisions of 
P.l. 111-148. 

o The package is now referred to as ... "The 
Affordable Care Act" 
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Access - Overview -- .JJW 
Maintains an employer-based health care system 
o Imposes a penalty on employers that fall to provide coverage or whose 

employees go to the health Insurance exchange for coverage 

• Expands and modifies the Medicaid to become the foundation for 
the reformed health care system 
o All individuals with incomes at or below 133% of the federal poverty ~ JA'{e.{J.<c c;,'J.} 

level (FPL) are eligible ,-

• Requires individuals to obtain qualified coverage 
o Imposes a tax on Individuals who fall to comply 

Establishes health care exchanges to help Individuals and small 
businesses (initially) to purchase qualified coverage 
• Establishes subsidies for premiums and cost-sharing for Individuals with 

Incomes between 133% and 400% of the federal poverty level (FPL) 

SJ.e- ,).,;,<.irel2 tL1 '' buJi.et Mu t/c.fj? '' w-<5 

.ct,c P\/-e/'l'•'t:R,'r f"c,;-ce_ r'>\- t)...._ (/~ f,)>A ..-f Ti... L.~, VI<> i.<,d!l)-

- tth reP/ u"~ ,J tlu .u.<v eJ( c_J""-"'?-J !..<ve- fa fn ,ufo,f.v""~L 
:tk C<>,"'M·""' ;l,,J .. , /••CoM.<- fe~r<.J 

Medicaid Expansion 

o Establishes a national minimum eligibility level at 
133% of FPL ($14, 400) 

o Eligibility based on income (SSI, child welfare, SSDI, 
medically needy, Medicare Savings Programs 
beneficiaries are exempt) 

o Adds new mandatory categories of Medicaid
eligibles: (1 )Single, childless adults who are not 

disabled; (2) Parents; (3) Former Foster Care 

Children (aged-out of foster care) 

' ' 
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Medicaid Expansion 

o Option for states to begin expansion for certain 
non-elderly individuals with incomes up to 1 33%of 
FPL effective 4/1/2010. Coverage would be 
reimbursed at the state's regular Medicaid FMAP. 

c Connecticut and Washington, D.C. have expressed 
Interest in this option. 

Enhanced FMAP for Newly Eligibles 

o Enhanced J:.MM for Newly Eligibles 2014- 2020 

There are special provisions for ~expansio~ states" 

f 
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Medicaid Expansion Features 

• Temporary Maintenance of Effort/Eligibility 

o Prohibits eligibility changes that are more restrictive 
than those in place on date of enactment (March 23, 
201 0) 

o Expires in 2014 when the health care exchanges 
become effective 

• State Financial Hardship Exemption from 
Maintenance of Effort 

~ governor must certify that state is in deficit or will be 
C'" i!l_defjcit to_qualif_y__fQ_r the hardship exemption 

(12/31 /201 OJ 

)9 ~ /o.e_ s;::>-r f~e «-1~ ''ld f/Z'vi5)»AJ ;;,, J("r~f cJ<?<'IJ' 

h "- '"';- cov v-<-.f? 

What Does the Medicaid Expansion Mean for States 

o Fundamentally changes the state role in Medicaid by 
changing the status of Medicaid in relation to the rest 
of the health care system in the United States. 
c State budget issues 

• Underfundlng of the underlying program 
• No coverage for undocumented Immigrants 
• No statutory countercyclical trigger 
• Implications of reduction In federal assistance In the future 
• Long term care 

c State flexibility 
c The transformation of the Medicaid program left largely to 

state governments 

Sec br 0/IS ),d t_e<.....,.,(?P,<S c{i,'.rue_fz,/1 

fv<. CN/.q 'f.jp~f.,j' _..<- /'"-<¥<)i_ tl_l>AA//<?..c'( 
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Challenges 

0 Show me the money _& ft1 (!:) 17 ~ r sA 
IJ New Eligibles v. others /--Q~y ef.L ,'c les' 

1o S'C~ 

c Systems upgrades ~7 7 ') 
• Eligibility +.J , , 
• lnteroperabllity with Health lns\<ra~w Exchanges -~ I k;J C- c>e) 

c Staffing "::./,f;WeX, -/ 
• State and local government 

c Workforce /Infrastructure 
• Provider reimbursement 
• Training & recruitment 

c Infrastructure Improvements 
v::: -/ f-- k' 
;11 e J?· cc~.-;/) / ~ 1, o /"{ f(2) J' I~-, >"' " )r 

0 u f of- ) Q r~fl- 'r 

Challenges cont. 

-----------.----------------~ o Marketing the ~w Medicaid 

c Mainstream health care v. welfare 

c New networks/service delivery models 

o Maintaining public support 

o Improving quality 

Remember .... with every challenge there is an 

opportunity!!! 
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Employer Responsibility 

o Requires employers with more than 200 employees 

to automatically enroll new full-time equivalent 

employees in coverage (subject to any waiting 

period authorized by law) with adequate notice 

and the opportunity for an employee to opt out of 

any coverage the individual or employee was 

automatically enrolled in. 

Employer Responsibility 

Penalties for Failure to Provide Coverage 

o Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 
that ~oes not offer coverage and has at least one full-time equiva!en.t 
employee recelvJng the premium asslstance~tq.2t~d.lf to maKe a payment 
of $.2000 per fu\1-tiQ'e equivalent employee, 

o Excludes/disregards the fl~ll-tlme employees. 

o Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 
that offers coyerage and has at least one full-tfme equivalent employee 
receiving the premium assistance tax credit to make a payment of $3000 
per full-time equivalent employee. 

o Excludes/ disregards the first 30 full-time employees. 

Large Employers with Waiting Periods 

o Amends the employer shared responsibility policy such that a large 
employer requiring a waiting period before an employee may enroll in 
coverage of longer than 60 days will pay a fine of $600 per full-time 
equivalent employee. 
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Individual Responsibility 

Requires Individuals to maintain minimum essential coverage beginning In 2014. 

Penaltie$ for Failure to Maintain Coverage 

o Failure to maintain coverage will result In a penalty that Is the greater of a 
flat fee $95 In 2014; $325 In 2015; and $695 In 2016 OR the following 
percent of the excess hOusehold Income above the threshold amount required 
to file a tax return~---1% of Income In 20 14; 2% of Income In 20 15; 2.5% 
of Income In 2016 a~~bsequent years, - ·-

o For those under the age of 18, the applicable penalty will be one-half of 
the amounts listed above. 

o Famllles wlll pay hall the amount for children up to a cap of $2,250 for the 
entire family. 

o After 2016, dollar amounts will Increase by the annual cost of living 
adjustment. 

Individual Responsibility 

Exceptions to the Individual responslblllty requirement to maintain minimum 
essential coverage are made for: 

o religious objectors; 

0 Individuals not lawfully present; and 

0 Incarcerated Individuals. 

Exemptions from the penalty will be made for those who: 

0 cannot afford coverage (where the lowest cost premium available 
exceeds 8% of Income), thereby qualifying for a "hardship waiver"; 

o taxpayers with Income under 1 00 percent of the federal poverty level; 

o members of Indian tribes; and 
' 

0 individuals who were not covered for a period of less than three months 
during the year. 
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Health Insurance Reforms - Now 

o Temporary high-risk pools 

o Minimum medical loss ratios 

o Prohibition on rescissions (exception for fraud) 

o Extension of dependent coverage for young adults 
(expires at the 261h birthday) 

I
~ Limits preexisting condition exclusions for children 

. -\ re.- ""<.- o Limits lifetime and/ or annual caps 

7 r I local government plans) 
~ ~;j 

y 

fk 
~ L.- 5'75 f,><.'<)~ 

Health Insurance Reforms - Later f,~ -~\;? 
- w fu 

o Prohibition on preexisting conditio'k T ~ (<J2r -f{,,J tJ._.. T ,fJ 
exclusions pt. fr.t"-J ~~---1- j)_p I{ rd.. 

o Guaranteed issue/Guaranteed renewal r,A tvf ~.u'f/. )~~ 
A we- ~ o Premium rating rules ~ ) -rk fe~r fl"-"'l),. w-""" 
(V.... to _. o Non-discrimination in benefits ----7' of 

1 
f,.Jo_ 

t l'(''vy ff·{ oMental health and substance abuse services parity To(~~~ f''"-J-'(' -r/,_, .c_ ..j..\..~s ~ ' -'-r . , 12 v l I 0 Prohibits discrimination based on health status I eve- I! ~IV (,v' I 

o Prohibits annual and lifetime caps ( n ·(( t,J), ~ 
r<JI lY• -~ f 

< rr·fr ,.fo'fv,.,.·il.c'f,v 

~--------------------------------------~ 
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State Grants- Rate Review 

o Secretary Sebelius announced the availability of $51 million In Health 
Insurance Premium Review Grants on June 7, 2010. These funds are the 
first round of grants available to states through a new $250 million 
grant program to create and strengthen Insurance rate review 
processes. 

o All states and the District of Columbia are eligible for the first round of 
rate review grants. 

o To receive a grant, a state must submit a plan lor how It will use grant 
funds to develop or enhance Its process of reviewing and approving, 
disapproving, or modifying health Insurance premium requests. 

o States with successful applications will receive a $1 million grant during 
the first round. 

Medical Loss Ratio 

o Large group plans that fail to have a medical loss 
ratio (MLR) of 85 percent and individual and small 
group plans that fail to have a MLR or 80% by 
January I, 2011, will be required to provide 
rebates to plan participants. 

o HHS is authorized to adjust these rates to avoid 
market destabilization. 

o HHS is working closely with the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) and other 
stakeholders to develop a plan. 
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Small Business Tax Credit 

Small employers with fewer than 25 full-time equivalent employees 
and overage annual wages of fess than $50,000 that purchase 
health Insurance for employees ore eligible for the tax credit. 

* 0 

The maximum credit will be available to employers with 1 0 or 'fe e 
furl-time equivalent employees and average annual wages of less 

I 

than $25,000. 

o To be eligible for a tax credit, the employer must contribute at least 
50 percent of the total premium cost. 

o Businesses that receive state health core tax credits may also 
qualify for the federal tax credit. 

o Dental and vision care qualify for the credit as well. 

/~ 

Small Business Tax Credit cont. 

0 2010-2013 

a For 201 0 through 2013, ellglble employers will receive a small business 
credit for up to 35 percent of their contribution toward th~ employee's 
health insurance premium. 

c Tax.exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements are 

'eligible for tax credits of up to 25 percent of their contribution. 

o 2014 and thereafter 

a For 2014 and beyond, small employers who purchase coverage through 
the new Health Insurance Exchanges can receive a tax credit for two 
years of Uf> to 50 percent of their contribution. 

a Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements are 

ellgible for tax credits of up to 35 percent of their contribution. 

---
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

• American Health Benefit Exchanges 
o Requires states, by 2014, to establish an American Health Benefit 

Exchange that facilitates the purchase of qualified health plans and 
Includes a Exchange for small businesses. 

0 Requires the Secretary to: 
x Establish certification criteria for qualified heqlth plans, requiring such 

plans to meet marketing requirements, ensure a sufficient choice of 
providers, Include essential community providers In their networks, be 
accredited on quality, Implement a quality Improvement strategy, use 
a uniform enrollment form, present plan Information In a standard 
format, and provide data on quality measures, 

x Develop a rating system for qualified health plans, Including 
Information on enrollee satisfaction, and a model template for an 
Exchange's Internet portal. 

)( Determine an Initial and annual open enrollment period, as well as 
special enrollment periods for certain circumstances. 

Health Insurance Exchange 

o Provides premium and cost-sharing assistance to individuals, who 
obtain coverage through the exchange, with Incomes up to 400% 
of FPL. 

o Establishes Multi-State Plans modeled after Federal Employees 
Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) and administered by the 
federal Office of Personnel Management (OPM). 

a This was adopted In lieu of the "Public Option", 

o Cooperatives 

a Non-profit entitles, operated by a board of directors, contracts 
established by the HHS Secretary. 

' 
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

o State Planning Grants 

c Requires the Secretary to award grants, available 

3/23/2011 until 2015, to states for planning and 

establishment of American Health Benefit Exchanges. 

o States must declare intention to administer the 
exchange or to permit the federal fall-back by the 
end of 2012. 

Key Issues - Health Insurance Exchange 

o State Options 
c Interstate Compacts 
c Basic Health Plan ---
1:1 Waiver (available in f017) 

o Creating a seamless Exchange/Medicaid connection 
D Financing 
c Technical Assistance 
D Staff Recruitment/Training 

o Essential benefits/ Affordability 
D Treatment of state mandated benefits 

• States must pay (individuals or plans) for mandated benefits not 
included In the essential benefit package. 
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Other Key Provisions 

CLASS Act 

o Creates a new national insurance program, Community Living 
Assistance Supports and Services (CLASS), to help adults 
who have or develop functional Impairments to remain 
Independent, employed and stay a part of their communities. 

o Financed through voluntary payroll deductions (with opt-out 
enrollment similar to Medicare Part B), this program will 
remove barriers to independence and choice (e.g., housing 
modifications, assistlve technologies, personal assistance 
services, transportation) by providing a cash benefit to 
Individuals unable to perform two or more functional activities 
of daily living. 

o Could result In Medicaid savings. 
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Maternal & Child Health 

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home VIsiting Programs 
0 Provides funding to States, tribes, and territories to develop and 

implement one or more evidence-based Maternal, Infant, and Early 
Childhood VIsitation model(s). 

o Model options would be targeted at reducing Infant and maternal 
mortality and Its related causes by producing Improvements in prenatal, 
maternal, and newborn health, child health and development, parenting 
skills, school readiness, iuvenlle delinquency, and family economic self
sufficiency. 

o Establishes competitive grants appropriated at $1 00 million In 201 0, 
$250 million in 2011, $350 million In 2012, $400 million In 2013 & 
2014 

o A maintenance of effort (MOE) applies and prohibits grants from 
supplanting existing funding for these services. 

o First grants were awarded on July 21, 2010 to 49 states, the District of 
Columbia, and five territories. 

Medicare Provisions 

-~' Ensuring Access to Physician Care & Other Services 

-~' Rural Protections 

-~' Improving Payment Accuracy 

-~' Improving Prescription Drug Coverage 

-~' Ensuring Medicare Sustainability 

v- Independent Payment Advisory Board**** 

-~' Quality Improvements 

-~' Protecting and Improving Guaranteed Benefits 
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Other Key Provisions 

" Improving Quality /Efficiency 

" Public Health/Chronic Disease Prevention 

" Health Care Workforce (NHSC) 

" Transparency and Program Integrity 

" Improving Access to Innovative Medical Therapies 

" Revenue Provisions 

" Indian Health Care Improvement 

" Elder Justice Act 

" Menu Labeling (Chain Restaurants) 

Other Provisions of Note 

o Grants to Support School-Based Health Clinics 

o Increased Community Health Center Funding 

o National Health Service Corps Improvements 

o Workforce Grants/Initiatives 

o Public Health Initiatives 

o Medicare Improvements for Rural Areas 

o Medicare Rate Improvements/Medicare Rate 
Reductions 

o Indian Health Service Reauthorization 
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WHO GOES WHERE & WHY-THE 

NUTS AND BOLTS OF THE NEW 

HEALTH LAW" 

'J:h..J.-)\ tV>I5o.-1 - A!CSL 

The Laws 

o The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (P.L. 
111-1 48, PPACA) was signed into law on March 
23, 2010. 

o The Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010 (P.L. 111-152) was signed into law on March 
31, 201 0 and amended some of the provisions of 
P.L. 111 -148. 

o The package is now referred to as ... "The 
Affordable Care Act" 
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Access- Overview 

"' 

1

4 ¥44 
• Maintains an employer-based health care system 

0 Imposes a pene1lty on employers that fall to provide coverage or whose 
employees go to the health Insurance exchange for coverage 

• Expands and modifies the Medicaid to become the foundation for 
the reformed health care system 
o All individuals with Incomes at or below 133% of the federal poverty .->;::> JM-e•().'c e</j} 

level (FPL) are eligible .-

• Requires Individuals to obtain qualified coverage 
0 Imposes a tax on Individuals who fall to comply 

• Establishes health care exchanges to help individuals and small 
businesses (initially) to purchase qualified coverage 
• Establishes subsidies for premiums and cost-sharing for Individuals with 

Incomes between 1 33% and 400% of the federal poverty level (FPL) 

SAe- /'.,;,'sfef) fL1 '' buJl,ef Mu f~<./,j; '' w-<J 

"''-" ov-e/I•'A,'r /"o;-< e_ '""- 't~ ( re.- -hi-A •• f t-1.._ L..u., V'<> /.<'.;JJ~ 

- {41. ecPI Uu~ ~ ;!u vU-'Y e)( c-kc..,t?-1 !..<vc f, In ,)<fo<>/"-'"!.1 ... -
rk C<>.HM..P.A llM.J! ,') ;\<CoAL lev<-/, 

Medicaid Expansion 

o Establishes a national minimum eligibility level at 
~of FPL ($14, 400) 

o Eligibility based on income (SSI, child welfare, SSDI, 
medically needy, Medicare Savings Programs 
beneficiaries are exempt) 

o Adds new mandatory categories of Medicaid
eligibles: (1 )Single, childless adults who are not 
disabled; (2) Parents; (3) Former Foster Care 
Children (aged-out of foster care) 
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Medicaid Expansion 

o Option for states to begin expansion for certain 
non-elderly individuals with incomes up to 133%of 
FPL effective 4/1/2010. Coverage would be 
reimbursed at the state's regular Medicaid FMAP. 

c Connecticut and Washington, D.C. have expressed 
interest in this option. 

Enhanced FMAP for Newly Eligibles 

o Enhanced~ for Newly Eligibles 2014 - 2020 

Utero are special provisions for ~expansion states" 

I 
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Medicaid Expansion Features 

• Temporary Maintenance of Effort/Eligibility 

o Prohibits eligibility changes that are more restrictive 
than those in place on date of enactment (March 23, 
201 0) 

0 Expires in 201 4 when the health care exchanges 
become effective 

• State Financial Hardship Exemption from 
Maintenance of Effort 

&"0 G ... overnor must certify that state is in deficit or will be 
C'" i11 deficit to quallf:i..fQrlhe hardship exemption 

(12/31/2010) 

S: lo.e. s7r f~e. «I~ .-to f/"PviJ,\i,,-u j;., J(<>r</ cJe-tJ' 

h ~ ,~,-/_ c.cv el'"e.J? 

What Does the Medicaid Expansion Mean for States 

o Fundamentally changes the state role In Medicaid by 
changing the status of Medicaid in relation to the rest 
of the health care system in the United States. 
1:1 State budget issues 

• Underfundlng of the underlying program 
• No coverage for undocumented Immigrants 
• No statutory countercycllcai trigger 
• Implications of reduction in federal assistance In the future 
• Long term care 

1:1 State flexibility 
1:1 The transformation of the Medicaid program left largely to 

state governments 

Sec {;,r D /IS J.e1 f.J-.e~c.P~'<.f d.'.rcr.e.Je>..-t 

lv.. ".Nc-. 'f.r./'~r ... /' /- ~'"'¥-J- if..._r 7 /4.cL< 
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Challenges -o Show me the money _& fl1 & 1 )7 ~ r 5' 1J·/" 1 o S' c/'<2f?(_ 
c New Eligibles v. others ~wfi..v e (,L : t fe 5 . 
C Systems upgrades~ / f 1 

• Ellgibllily I . I f f 
• lnteroperablilty with Health lnsy,ra~s:,e Exchanges -~ ~~ J co: t>e5 ,A,) C:"Xir , 

C Staffing ~, ~ ---
• State and local government 

c Workforce/Infrastructure 

• Provider reimbursement 

U c Infrastructure Improvements . ~ 

• Training & recruilment y 
/ ;11 (? J/ Cc-.--£) I\ 1-l'". 'v1 itl) f' fcv-T ) {u; f_;:r .,.M_p.AJ" t? I 

0 <-< f OF S' fct f'e_ / b c~Ya. (;- 1 r 

Challenges cont. 

-------~------------------1 o Marketing the ~ Medicaid 

C Mainstream health care v. welfare 

c New networks/service delivery models 

o Maintaining public support 

o Improving quality 

Remember .... with every challenge there is an 

opportunity!!! 
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Employer Responsibility 

o Requires employers with more than 200 employees 

to automatically enroll new full-time equivalent 

employees in coverage (subject to any waiting 

period authorized by law) with adequate notice 

and the opportunity for an employee to opt out of 

any coverage the individual or employee was 

automatically enrolled in. 

Employer Responsibility 

Penalties for Failure to Provide Coverage 
o Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 

that ~oes not offer coverage and has at least one full-time e~lelJJ 
employee receiving the premium assistan~_iQK_ ~dlf to maKe a payment 
of $.2000 per full-time equivalent emplOyee. 

o Excludes/disregards the fi~ll-time employees. 
0 Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 

that offers coverage and has at least one full-time equivalent employee 
receiving the premium assistance-tax credit to make a payment of $3000 
per full-time equivalent emei.Qy_ae. 

o Excludes/ disregards the first 30 full-tim~ employees. 
Large Employers with Walling Periods 
o Amends the employer shared responsibility policy such that a large 

employer requiring a waiting period before an employee may enroll in 
coverage of longer than 60 days will pay a fine of $600 per full-time 
equivalent employee. 
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Individual Responsibility 

Requires Individuals to maintain minimum essential coverage beginning In 2014. 

Penalties for Failure to Mainlaln Coverage 

o Failure to maintain coverage will result In a penalty that Is the greater of a 
flotfee $95in 2014; $3251n 2015; and $695 in 2016 OR the following 
percent of the excess hOusehold Income above th~ threshold amount required 
to file a tax return~---1% of Income in 20 14J 2% of Income In 20 15; 2.5% 
of income In 2016 a~d;'bsequent years. - ·-

0 For those under the age of 18, the applicable penalty will be one-half of 
the amounts listed above. 

o Families will pay half the amount for children up to o cop of $2,250 for the 
entire family. 

o After 2016, dollar amounts will increase by the annual cost of living 
adjustment. 

Individual Responsibility 

Exceptions to the Individual responsibility requirement to maintain minimum 
essential coverage are made fon 

o religious objectors; 

o Individuals not lawfully present; and 

o Incarcerated Individuals. 

Exemptions from the penalty will be made for those whoo 

0 cannot afford coverage (where the lowest cost premium available 

exceeds 8o/o of income}, thereby qualifying for a "hardship waiver"; 

0 taxpayers with Income under 1 00 percent of the federal poverty level; 

o members of Indian tribes; and 
' 0 individuals who were not covered for a period of less than three months 

during the year. 
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Health Insurance Reforms - Now 

o Temporary high-risk pools 

o Minimum medical loss ratios 

o Prohibition on rescissions (exception for fraud) 

o Extension of dependent coverage for young adults 
(expires at the 26'h birthday) 

~ I f~ Limits preexisting condition exclusions for children 

{-\,-e.- V.Je, V ~ Limits lifetime and/ or annual caps 

....<- '\v ~ t' o Reinsurance for early retirees (applies to state and 
1 '7:-l 1 local government plans) 

-\- ~:! 
y 

tk 
. ( j'7t<CJ .' s ~ f<>C'<)> 

f f> • .,...e 1/-/' 
Health Insurance Reforms - Later l"'"" -rkt. 

- w fu 
0 Prohibition on preexisting conditio'J:l,. T ~ f_e.Q, rh,J tL.of ..0 

exclusions pt. f<.f<tJ ~<?.,._.f & I( rOI. 
o Guaranteed issue/Guaranteed renewal r, r w. ,_,._.'f,~ S'J:,_ ~ 

'D }tPU •r r · / ' T 

A we- ~ o Premium rating rules r-,..-----=-----=- .J feJ/r !7e_<)( w-"""' 
!"'- ./ N d' • • • • b f' ~~ + c/ +()_ 1-o . o on- IScnmmatton m ene 1ts {- c~ 1 T'i 

t "'('Vy ff'? o Mental health and substance abuse services parity tv~~ :k/ !'"' ·'f A-/_, 1!_ ._(..\-.~s , -LI' . 1.e ,, r \ \ 0 Prohibits discrimination based on health status [ eV ~I, t? IV Lv' / 

o Prohibits annual and lifetime caps ( n IY ,"(( _!~), ~~. 
/< "v ---- ,( ·/ ( c.f f A W'"''~ •·· 

~--------------------------------------~ 
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State Grants - Rate Review 

o Secretary Sebelius announced the availability of $51 million In Health 
Insurance Premium Review Grants on June 7, 201 0. These funds are the 
first round of grants available to states through a new $250 million 
grant program to create and strengthen Insurance rate review 
processes. 

o All states and the District of Columbia are eligible for the first round of 
rate review grants. 

o To receive a grant, a state must submit a plan for how It will use grant 
funds to develop or enhance Its process of reviewing and approving, 
disapproving, or modifying health Insurance premium requests. 

o Stales with successful applications will receive a $1 million grant during 
the first round. 

Medical Loss Ratio 

o Large group plans that fail to have a me'dicalloss 
ratio (MLR) of 85 percent and individual and small 
group plans that fail to have a MLR or 80% by 
January I, 2011, will be required to provide 
rebates to plan participants. 

o HHS is authorized to adjust these rates to avoid 
market destabilization. 

o HHS is working closely with the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) and other 
stakeholders to develop a plan. 
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Small Business Tax Credit 
--~~ .......................... ! 
~0 Small employers with fewer than 25 full-time equivalent employees 

and average annual wages of less than $50,000 that purchase 
health Insurance for employees are ellgllile for the tax credit. 

The maximum credi!3ill be available to employers with 1 0 or 'f e 
full-time equivalent employees and average annual wages of less 
than $25,000. 

o To be eligible for a tax credit, the employer must contribute at least 
50 percent of the total premium cost. 

o Businesses that receive state health care tax credits may also 
qualify for the federal tax credit. 

o Dental and vision core qualify for the credit as well. 

Small Business Tax Credit cont. 

-~= II 'A • ZL :ewww;um 
0 2010-2013 

D For 201 0 through 2013, eligible employers will receive a small business 
credit for up to 35 percent of their contribution toward th? employee's 
health Insurance premium. 

a Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements ore 

'eligible for tax credits of up to 25 percent of their contribution. 

o 2014 and thereafter 

a For 2014 and beyond, small employers who purchase coverage through 
the new Health Insurance Exchanges can receive a tax credit for two 

years of up to 50 percent of their contribution. 
' a Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements are 

eligible for tax credits of up to 35 percent of their contribution. / 

__ ./' 

--
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

• American Health Benefit Exchanges 
0 Requires states, by 2014, to establish an American Heal!h Benefit 

Exchange that facilitates the purchase of qualified heal!h plans and 
Includes a Exchange for small businesses. 

o Requires the Secretary to: 
x Establish certification criteria lor qualified hegl!h plans, requiring such 

plans to meet marketing requirements, ensure a sufficient choice of 
providers, Include essential community providers In their networks, be 
accredited on quality, implement a quality Improvement strategy, use 
a uniform enrollment form, present plan Information In a standard 
format, and provide data on quality measures. 

x Develop a rating system lor qualified heal!h plans, Including 
information on enrollee satisfaction, and a model template for an 
Exchange's Internet portal. 

• Determine an initial and annual open enrollment period, as well as 
special enrollment periods for certain circumstances. 

Health Insurance Exchange 

' 

--~,_. ........................ ! 
o Provides premium and cost-sharing assistance to Individuals, who 

obtain coverage through the exchange, with incomes up to 400% 
of FPL. 

o Establishes Multi-State Plans modeled after Federal Employees 
Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) and administered by the 
federal Office of Personnel Management (OPM). 

a This was adopted In lieu of the "Public Option". 

o Cooperatives 

a Non-profit entitles, operated by a board of directors, contracts 
established by the HHS Secretary. 
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

o State Planning Grants 
c Requires the Secretary to award grants, available 

3/23/2011 until 2015, to states for planning and 
establishment of American Health Benefit Exchanges. 

o States must declare intention to administer the 
exchange or to permit the federal fall-back by the 
end of 2012. 

Key Issues - Health Insurance Exchange 

o State Options 
a Interstate Compacts 
a Basic Health Plan ---·-[] Waiver (available in _20 17) 

o Creating a seamless Exchange/Medicaid connection 
IJ Financing 
a Technical Assistance 
a Staff Recruitment/Training 

o Essential benefits/ Affordability 
a Treatment of state mandated benefits 

• States must pay (individuals or plans) for mandated benefits not 
included In the essential benefit package. 
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Other Key Provisions 

CLASS Act 

o Creates a new national insurance program, Community Living 
Assistance Supports and Services (CLASS), to help adults 
who have or develop functional Impairments to remain 
independent, employed and stay a part of their communities. 

o Financed through voluntary payroll deductions (with opt-out 
enrollment similar to Medicare Part B), this program will 
remove barriers to independence and choice (e.g., housing 
modifications, assistive technologies, personal assistance 
services, transportation) by providing a cash benefit to 
individuals unable to perform two or more functional activities 
of daily living. 

o Could result in Medicaid savings. 
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Maternal & Child Health 

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home VIsiting Programs 
0 Provides funding to States, tribes, and territories to develop and 

Implement one or more evldence~based Maternal, Infant, and Early 
Childhood Visitation model(s). 

0 Model options would be targeted at reducing infant and maternal 
mortality and Its related causes by producing Improvements in prenatal, 
maternal, and newborn health, child health and development, parenting 
skills, school readiness, juvenile delinquency, and family economic self· 
sufficiency. 

0 Establishes competitive grants appropriated at $1 00 million In 201 0, 
$250 million In 2011,$350 million In 2012,$400 million In 2013 & 
2014 

0 A maintenance of effort (MOE) applies and prohibits grants from 
supplanting existing funding for these services. 

0 First grants were awarded on July 21, 2010 to 49 states, the District of 
Columbia, and five territories. 

Medicare Provisions 

...- Ensuring Access to Physician Care & Other Services 

...- Rural Protections 

...- Improving Payment Accuracy 

...- Improving Prescription Drug Coverage 

...- Ensuring Medicare Sustainability 

V' Independent Payment Advisory Board**** 

...- Quality Improvements 

...- Protecting and Improving Guaranteed Benefits 
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Other Key Provisions 

" Improving Quality /Efficiency 

" Public Health/Chronic Disease Prevention 

./ Health Care Workforce (NHSC) 

" Transparency and Program integrity 

" Improving Access to Innovative Medical Therapies 

./ Revenue Provisions 

.- indian Health Care improvement 

.- Elder Justice Act 

./ Menu Labeling (Chain Restaurants) 

Other Provisions of Note 
... , ......................... ! 

o Grants to Support School-Based Health Clinics 

o Increased Community Health Center Funding 

o National Health Service Corps Improvements 

o Workforce Grants/Initiatives 

o Public Health Initiatives 

o Medicare Improvements for Rural Areas 

o Medicare Rate Improvements/Medicare Rate 
Reductions 

o Indian Health Service Reauthorization 
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WHO GOES WHERE & WHY-THE 
NUTS AND BOLTS OF THE NEW 

HEALTH LAW" 

~~J"fi ~"f5oA - /.JCSL 

The Laws 

o The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (P.L. 
111 -148, PPACA) was signed into law on March 
23, 2010. 

o The Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010 (P.L. 111-152) was signed into law on March 
31, 201 0 and amended some of the provisions of 
P.L. 111-148. 

o The package Is now referred to as ... "The 
Affordable Care Act" 
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Access- Overview 
DBu~~._._._._._.._.__._.._._._~_.l 

• Maintains an employer-based health care system 
0 Imposes a penalty on employers that fall to provide coverage or whose 

employees go to the health Insurance exchange for coverage 

Expands and modifies the Medicaid to become the foundation for 
the reformed health care system 
o All individuals with incomes at or below 133% of the federal poverty _..:s;:::. ;--vte""e1 c a,·c(} 

level (FPL) are eligible ,-

Requires Individuals to obtain qualified coverage 
0 Imposes a tax on Individuals who foil to comply 

• Establishes health care exchanges to help Individuals and small 
businesses (Initially) to purchase qualified coverage 
• Establishes subsidies for premiums and cost-shoring for Individuals with 

Incomes between 1 33% and 400% of the federal poverty level (FPL) 

~ 5'Ae- t'k5,'sfeJl fL1 11 buJi,el P1u{;c.f.j? 'r' w.u 

"'A. c>l/<fl·~·';- /"o;-ce.. '""' t4. ( ~ {;),_.. .,.f rL. L-u.-. - ~"'"' f.{,,fJ7--

- 141 rcfJ1 u"-d .c,.J! 1/u vi..Vv ej( e-k4".;e-J J..<ve. fo Ln )~<.fo<>/"-'"~1~
:tk C<>,<-~.«.v-A iLJ .'~ ;\<co.<u- fe~.r<.-1, 

Medicaid Expansion 

o Establishes a national minimum eligibility level at 
1 33% of FPL ($14, 400) 

o Eligibility based on income (SSI, child welfare, SSDI, 
medically needy, Medicare Savings Programs 
beneficiaries are exempt) 

o Adds new mandatory categories of Medicaid
eligibles: ( 1 )Single, childless adults who are not 

disabled; (2) Parents; (3) Former Foster Care 

Children (aged-out of foster care) 
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Medicaid Expansion 

o Option for states to begin expansion for certain 
non-elderly individuals with incomes up to 1 33%of 
FPL effective 4/1/2010. Coverage would be 
reimbursed at the state's regular Medicaid FMAP. 

c Connecticut and Washington, D.C. have expressed 
interest in this option. 

Enhanced FMAP for Newly Eligibles 

o Enhanced FMAP for Newly Eligibles 2014- 2020 

There are special provisions for "expansion states~ 

f 
( 
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Medicaid Expansion Features 

• Temporary Maintenance of Effort/Eligibility 

o Prohibits eligibility changes that are more restrictive 
than those in place on date of enactment (March 23, 
201 0) 

o Expires in 2014 when the health care exchanges 
become effective 

• State Financial Hardship Exemption from 
Maintenance of Effort 

~ Governor must certify that state is in deficit or will be 
C" i_n _ _c:!eficit to _ _gualifyjQr the hardshiQ..J~xel)_lptlon 

(12/31 /201 0) 
~ 

~ /'<!. s7r fl..ve. «.1~ rl.O f/?Jv,'J,'»AJ ;;., J("'r~l a.f,e.-,j' 

h "- '"';- cov ,.re_J? 

What Does the Medicaid Expansion Mean for States 

o Fundamentally changes the state role in Medicaid by 
changing the status of Medicaid in relation to the rest 
of the health care system in the United States. 
c State budget Issues 

• Underfundlng of the underlying program 
• No coverage for undocumented Immigrants 
• No statutory countercycllcaltrlgger 
• lmpllcatlons of reduction in federal assistance in the future 
• Long term care 

c Stale flexibility 
c Th~ transformation of the Medicaid program left largely to 

state governments 

.Sec {;, D/-IS j,<'J f>-<"M$t~P~"-S cf?.'.rcre..f?:>/1 

fv<. CN.q_ 'f..jp~fv ~ /"-'--v<-J_ f'/vj,),""'//""-•'< 
/ 

41214



Challenges 
1111114 

o Show me the money /10 jll16J "(-)7 For t 9~ 
a New Eligibles v. others ..:--- /QW~y C (. ~ ; c fe) . 
a Systems upgrades ~7 7 ') 

• Eligibility -f-1 ~ J 
• lnleroperablllly wllh Health lnsy.ra~>,e Exchanges ~ I k. 

a Staffing ~~, ~ 
• Stale and local government 

a Workforce /Infrastructure 
• Provider reimbursement 

• Training & recrullmenl 

a Infrastructure Improvements 
L( -.1 -1- /( 

f41ec.P· cc:-.-£J ,\ /, ""7\.1 j(2) >I~ I )<<c 7 
0 u f of- f' Q '-'/ ,~,1}, ' r 

Challenges cont. 

-------~----------------~ o Marketing the ~w Medicaid 

IJ Mainstream health care v. welfare 

IJ New networks/service delivery models 

o Maintaining public support 

o Improving quality 

Remember .... with every challenge there is an 

opportunity!!! 

1 o S' c.M.J?t._ 
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Employer Responsibility 

o Requires employers with more than 200 employees 

to automatically enroll new full-time equivalent 

employees in coverage (subject to any waiting 
period authorized by law) with adequate notice 
and the opportunity for an employee to opt out of 

any coverage the individual or employee was 
automatically enrolled in. 

Employer Responsibility 

Penalties for Failure to Provide Coverage 

0 Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 
that ~oes not offer coverage and has at least one full~time _eq~v_2J~m 
employee receiving the premium assistance fgx_,g~diflOillal<e a payment 
of $.2000 per full·ti!"e equivalent employee. 

0 Excludes/ disregards the fl~ll-tlme employees. 

o Requires an employer with more than 50 full-time equivalent employees 
that offers coverage and has at le~.st one full-time equivalent employee 
receiving the premium asslstancefax credit to make a payment of $3000 
per full-time equivalent emplove..e. 

o Excludes/disregards the first 30 full-time employees. 

Large Employers with Waiting Periods 

o Amends the employer shared responslbllity policy such that a large 
employer requiring a waiting period before an employee may enroll In 
coverage of longer than 60 days will pay a fine of $600 per full-time 
equivalent employee. 
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Individual Responsibility 

Requires Individuals to maintain minimum essential coverage beginning In 2014. 

Penalties for Failure to Maintain Coverage 

o Failure to maintain coverage will result In a penalty that Is the greater of a 
flat fee $95 In 2014; $325 In 2015; and $695 In 2016 OR the following 
percent of the excess hOusehold income above the threshold amount required 
to file a tax return----1% of Income In 2014; 2% of Income In 2015; 2.5% 
of Income in 2016 and subsequent years. - ·-

o For those under the age of 1 8, the applicable penalty will be one~half of 
the amounts listed above. 

o Famllles will pay half the amount for children up to a cap of $2,250 for the 
entire family. 

o After 2016, dollar amounts will increase by the annual cost of living 
adjustment. 

Individual Responsibility 

Exceptions to the Individual responsibility requirement to maintain minimum 
essential coverage are made fon 

0 religious objectors; 

o individuals not lawfully present; and 

0 Incarcerated Individuals. 

Exemptions from the penalty will be made for those who: 

0 cannot afford coverage (where the lowest cost premium available 
exceeds 8% of income), thereby qualifying for a 11hardship waiver11

; 

o taxpayers with Income under 1 00 percent of the federal poverty level; 

o members of Indian tribes; and 
' o Individuals who were not covered for a period of less than three months 

during the year. 
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Health Insurance Reforms - Now 

o Temporary high-risk pools 

o Minimum medical loss ratios 

o Prohibition on rescissions (exception for fraud) 

o Extension of dependent coverage for young adults 
(expires at the 26'h birthday) 

I ;1~ Limits preexisting condition exclusions for children 

V ~ Limits lifetime and/or annual caps 

o Reinsurance for early retirees (applies to state and 
local government plans) 

Health Insurance Reforms - Later 

( 5'"-'5 tL.. 
S ~J- 7 . f"<"')G 

f,P> ·~,;,7 
p>A 

- w fu 
o Prohibition on preexisting conditio'k T ~ f.e,Q, Th'.J- fl.J ct·fJ 

exclusions P1- f<..f<~.J J!P'_,_. 'f cf)P '1 J' 
G d . /G r 'f "' , , "~· o uarantee 1ssue uaranteed renewal r "' ; "-"-' · 

't>IJ WI '"" '"}-• . T A v.;e- 4 o Premium rating rules • =------> ) Jl< fe.Pr ;t{._.,.l), w-~ 
(\!"" 'To __, o Non-discrimination in benefits --T T f,Ja. 

t f'7''vy fr) o Mental health and substance abuse services parity to~~ ~j !'" {1 c. 
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State Grants - Rate Review 

o Secretary Sebelius announced the availability of $51 million In Health 
Insurance Premium Review Grants on June 7, 2010. These funds are the 
first round of grants available to states through a new $250 million 
grant program to create and strengthen insurance rate review 

processes. 

o All states and the District of Columbia are eligible for the first round of 
rate review grants. 

o To receive a grant, a state must submit a plan for how It will use grant 
funds to develop or enhance its process of reviewing and approving, 
disapproving, or modifying health Insurance premium requests. 

o States with successful applications will receive a $1 million grant during 
the first round. 

Medical Loss Ratio 

o Large group plans that fail to have a medical loss 
ratio (MLR) of 85 percent and individual and small 
group plans that fail to have a MLR or 80% by 
January I, 2011, will be required to provide 
rebates to plan participants. 

o HHS is authorized to adjust these rates to avoid 
market destabilization. 

o HHS is working closely with the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) and other 
stakeholders to develop a plan. 
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Small Business Tax Credit 

~0 

" 0 

Small employers with fewer than 25 full-time equivalent employees 
and average annual wages of lEiss than $50,000 that purchase 
health Insurance for employees are eligible for the tax credit. 

The maximum credit will be available to employers with 10 or 'fe: er 
full-time equivalent employees and average annual wages of less 
than $25,000. 

o To be eligible for a tax credit, the employer must contribute at least 
50 percent of the total premium cost. 

o Businesses that receive state health care tax credits may also 
qualify for the federal tax credit. 

o Dental and vision care qualify for the credit as well. 

Small Business Tax Credit cont. 

0 2010-2013 

a For 2010 through 2013, eligible employers will receive a small business 
credi\ for up to 35 percent of their contribution toward the employee's 
health Insurance premium. ' 

D Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements are 

'eligible for iax credits of up to 25 percent of their contribution. 

o , 2014 and thereafter 

a For 2014 and beyond, small employers who purchase coverage through 

the new Health Insurance Exchanges can receive a tax credit for two 

years of u~ to 50 percent of their contribution, ...._ 

D Tax-exempt small businesses meeting the above requirements ore 

eligible for tax credits of up to 35 percent of their contribution. / 

,./" 
/ 

-------------
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

• American Health Benefit Exchanges 
o Requires states, by 2014, to establish an American Health Benefit 

Exchange that facilitates the purchase of qualified health plans and 
Includes a Exchange for small businesses. 

0 Requires the Secretary to: 
x Establish certification criteria for qualified health plans. requiring such 

plans to meet marketing requirements, ensure a sufficient choice of 
providers, Include essential community providers In their networks, be 
accredited on quality, Implement a quality Improvement strategy, use 
a uniform enrollment form, present plan Information In a standard 
format, and provide data on quality measures. 

x Develop a rating system for qualified health plans, including 
Information on enrollee satisfaction, and a model template for an 
Exchange's Internet portal. 

l( Determine an Initial and annual open enrollment period, as well as 
special enrollment periods for certain circumstances. 

Health Insurance Exchange 

o Provides premium and cost-sharing assistance to individuals, who 
obtain coverage through the exchange, wllh Incomes up to 400% 
of FPL. 

o Establishes Multi-State Plans modeled after Federal Employees 
Heallh Benefits Program (FEHBP) and administered by the 
federal Office of Personnel Management (OPM). 

a This was adopted In lieu of the "Public Option". 

o Cooperatives 

a Non-profit entities, operated by a board of directors, contracts 
established by the HHS Secretary. 
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Health Insurance Exchanges 

o State Planning Grants 

c Requires the Secretary to award grants, available 

3/23/2011 until 2015, to states for planning and 
establishment of American Health Benefit Exchanges. 

o States must declare intention to administer the 

exchange or to permit the federal fall-back by the 

end of 2012. 

Key Issues - Health Insurance Exchange 

o State Options 
c Interstate Compacts 
c Basic Health Plan ---
IJ Waiver (available In 2017) 

o Creating a seamless Exchange/Medicaid connection 
c Financing 
a Technical Assistance 
a Staff Recruitment/Training 

o Essential benefits/ Affordability 
c Treatment of state mandated benefits 

• States must pay (individuals or plans) for mandated benefits not 
Included In the essential benefit package. 
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Other Key Provisions 

CLASS Act 

o Creates a new national Insurance program, Community Living 
Assistance Supports and Services (CLASS), to help adults 
who have or develop functional impairments to remain 
independent, employed and stay a part of their communities. 

o Financed through voluntary payroll deductions (with opt-out 
enrollment similar to Medicare Part B), this program will 
remove barriers to independence and choice (e.g., housing 
modifications, asslstlve technologies, personal assistance 
services, transportation) by providing a cash benefit to 
individuals unable to perform two or more functional activities 
of daily living. 

o Could result in Medicaid savings. 
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Maternal & Child Health 

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home VIsiting Programs 
0 Provides funding to States, tribes, and territories to develop and 

Implement one or more evldence~based Maternal, Infant, and Early 
Childhood Visitation model(s). 

0 Model options would be targeted at reducing Infant and maternal 
mortality and Its related causes by producing Improvements In prenatal, 
maternal, and newborn health, child health and development, parenting 
skills, school readiness, iuvenlle delinquency, and family economic self· 
sufficiency. 

o Establishes competitive grants appropriated at $100 million In 2010, 
$250 million In 2011, $350 million In 2012, $400 million In 2013 & 
2014 

0 A maintenance of effort (MOE) applies and prohibits grants from 
supplanting existing funding for these services. 

o First grants were awarded on July 21, 2010 to 49 states, the District of 
Columbia, and five territories. 

Medicare Provisions 

< Ensuring Access to Physician Care & Other Services 

< Rural Protections 

< Improving Payment Accuracy 

< Improving Prescription Drug Coverage 

< Ensuring Medicare Sustainability 

v' Independent Payment Advisory Board**** 

< Quality Improvements 

< Protecting and Improving Guaranteed Benefits 
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Other Key Provisions 

., Improving Quality /Efficiency 

., Public Health/Chronic Disease Prevention 

., Health Care Workforce (NHSC) 

., Transparency and Program Integrity 

<' Improving Access to Innovative Medical Therapies 

., Revenue Provisions 

., indian Health Care Improvement 

., Elder Justice Act 

., Menu Labeling (Chain Restaurants) 

Other Provisions of Note 

o Grants to Support School-Based Health Clinics 

o Increased Community Health Center Funding 

o National Health Service Corps Improvements 

o Workforce Grants/Initiatives 

o Public Health Initiatives 

o Medicare Improvements for Rural Areas 

o Medicare Rate Improvements/Medicare Rate 
Reductions 

o Indian Health Service Reauthorization 
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Why ObamaCare Is Unconstitutional -- Health Policy Matters
Date: Friday, February 10, 2012 10:55:43 AM

 

We always are working to make sure our communication tools are state-of-the-art, and

our website is a key element. As you can see, we've given Health Policy Matters a

makeover to match. Be sure to visit our dynamic new website and see the powerful new

capabilities, including videos, blogs, RSS feeds, social media links, and all of the quality

research you expect from us. It’s easy to navigate and jam-packed with information and

resources, just like Health Policy Matters.

— Grace-Marie Turner

 

Grace-Marie Turner at CPAC: Obamacare — Why
It’s Unconstitutional And What Conservatives Need
to Do
Speech at CPAC, February 10, 2012

We need to tell everyone that ObamaCare violates the Constitution down to its very DNA,

starting with the individual mandate. The federal government will tell us that, starting in

2014, we must spend our personal money on a private product – a health insurance

policy that the CBO says will cost $20,000 a year for a family of four. Is a Chevy Volt

mandate next?

Obamacare will usurp control of medicine
By Nora Janjan and Grace- Marie Turner for The Orange County Register  February 8, 2012

The coming Supreme Court decision about the constitutionality of the Affordable Care

Act’s individual mandate will have profound implications for government control over the

doctor-patient relationship. Simply put, if the federal government can mandate that all

Americans must have health insurance, it is only a short step to strict government

mandates about how doctors must practice medicine.
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Setting the record straight on the individual mandate
By Grace-Marie Turner February 7, 2012

Former Speaker Newt Gingrich repeatedly insists that most conservatives once supported

an individual mandate for health insurance. I beg to differ, Mr. Speaker. The Galen

Institute and many of our colleagues in the market-based policy community NEVER have

supported an individual mandate.

Grace-Marie Turner on Journal Editorial Report
Fox News interview February 7, 2012

Galen Institute President Grace-Marie Turner spoke with Paul Gigot, editorial page editor

of The Wall Street Journal, about her op-ed on RomneyCare entitled “Scoring Last

Week’s RomneyCare Debate.”

Bureaucratic Delay Costs Lives
By Grace-Marie Turner for National Review Online: Critical Condition February 3, 2012

One of the countless concerns with growing government control over the health sector is

additional bureaucratic delay in getting new treatments to patients. We’re seeing more

and more evidence of these hurdles. And we have another example involving a new life-

saving vaccine -- a vaccine that prevents pneumonia and related diseases in people over

age 50 -- which could be delayed for months waiting to get on the agenda for a vote by a

CDC advisory board. Delay is not just another bureaucratic hurdle. It can cost lives.

Sally Pipes in Forbes:
Amicus Briefs Give A
Supreme
Condemnation Of
ObamaCare

Statements both for and

Save the date!

Galen's fourth annual innovations conference will be held on May

9, 2012. Details coming soon!

Obamacare Tramples on Religious Liberty: Why We

Shouldn’t Be Surprised
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against President Barack

Obama's signature health

reform law are flooding the

Supreme Court. Thus far,

nearly 80 “amicus curiae” –or

“friend of the court” — briefs

have been filed. Many more

will surely come in before the

February 13 deadline. These

documents allow interest

groups, lawmakers, and even

ordinary Americans the

chance to try to influence the

high court’s verdict.

Thomas Miller at the
Congressional Health
Care Caucus

Tom Miller of the American

Enterprise Institute spoke

before the Congressional

Health Care Caucus this

week about what a “replace”

plan should look like. Jim

Capretta of the Ethics and

Public Policy Center also

spoke at the event.

James C. Capretta for
The Heritage
Foundation: The Top
Five Flawed Arguments
Against Premium
Support

The introduction of the

bipartisan Wyden–Ryan

The Heritage Foundation

Monday, Feb. 13, 2012

11:30am - 12:30pm

Washington, DC

Galen on the web

Follow on Twitter
Like on Facebook
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premium support plan for

Medicare ensures that reform

of the government’s largest

health entitlement program

will continue to be a major

topic of debate in 2012. With

premium support, the federal

government moves away from

running a health plan and

instead provides fixed levels

of support for insurance plans

selected by the beneficiaries

themselves. Opponents have

made a number of flawed

arguments against the

concept that do not stand up

to careful scrutiny.

Merrill Matthews in
Forbes: The
Government Is
Dragging Its Feet on
New Vaccines

One of the most important

questions plaguing President

Obama’s Patient Protection

and Affordable Care Act is

whether it would politicize, or

ration, access to health care.

Recent actions taken by the

Centers for Disease Control

(CDC) have only exacerbated

the concern that, in a world of

tight budgets where the

government pulls most of the

strings in the health care

system, patients will be

denied access to the newest

drugs, technology and
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medical therapies.

Merrill Matthews in
Investor’s Business
Daily: ObamaCare
Hidden Price Controls
Will Hammer Insurers

The federal government is

cranking up its effort to control

health care costs by imposing

backdoor price controls on

health insurers, or as the

Government Accountability

Office euphemistically puts it,

so Americans “receive value

for their (health insurance)

premium dollars.” A provision

in the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act referred

to as the medical loss ratio

(MLR) requires health

insurers selling to large

groups to spend 85% of their

premiums on health care

claims. Insurers selling to

small firms and individuals

must spend 80%.

Thomas Miller in
National Journal:
Repeal to replace:
starting this year

The political calendar dictates

that it’s too soon to legislate a

replacement package in 2012

but it will be too late to
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consider it after 2013. The

best way to prepare for this

narrow window of opportunity

would be for House

Republicans to schedule a

series of “soft” hearings on

replacement concepts that

introduce them for substantive

criticism, feedback, and

refinement.

Scott Gottlieb in The
Wall Street Journal:
Digital doctoring

Scott Gottlieb reviews Eric

Topol’s book on how medical

innovation will coalesce to

change clinical practice and

what the coming changes

mean for today’s policy

debates.

follow on Twitter | friend on Facebook | forward to a friend 

 

Galen Institute | P.O. Box 320010 Alexandria, VA 22320 | 703-299-8900 | www.galen.org 

 

unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Paul Begala
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: why?
Date: Friday, August 31, 2012 7:52:59 AM

Tonda --

I want you to remember one thing about that Republican
Convention:

All those radical ideas you heard on TV would become a
reality if Romney was elected with a Republican Congress
to back him up.

My friends at the DCCC are working overtime to expose the
Republicans' plans to sell out the middle class for multi-
millionaire tax breaks, but they need your help right now.
Midnight tonight is the most important fundraising
deadline of this election.

Donate $3 or more before midnight to help the DCCC
elect a Democratic House for President Obama --
your donation will be triple-matched >>

The Romney-Ryan-Republican plan would essentially end Medicare, defund
Planned Parenthood and repeal Obamacare. It would slash student aid and gut
Social Security.

Why?

Just so they could pay for more tax breaks for millionaires and billionaires.

If we wake up the day after the election and Romney and the Republicans have
won, it will be too late. Your moment to make a difference is now. Please donate
before tonight's midnight fundraising deadline:

http://dccc.org/Midnight-Deadline

No regrets,

Paul
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services 
Scott Walker, Governor 
Dennis G. Smith, Secretary 

 
 

1 West Wilson Street • Post Office Box 7850 • Madison, WI 53707-7850 • Telephone 608-266-9622 • 
dhs.wisconsin.gov 

Protecting and promoting the health and safety of the people of Wisconsin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
September 30, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Alberta Darling, Senate Co-Chair 
Joint Committee on Finance 
Room 317 East, State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53702 
 
The Honorable Robin Vos, Assembly Co-Chair 
Joint Committee on Finance 
Room 309 East, State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53702 
 
Dear Senator Darling and Representative Vos: 
 
As required under the 2011-13 biennial budget, Act 32 s. 49.45(2m)(f), I am writing to provide 
you an update for the first quarter of FY 12 on the overall condition of the Medicaid benefits 
budget and the Department’s efforts to identify and implement savings measures in the program.  
In an effort to fully inform the Legislature in a timely way, we are including all our current 
reform proposals in this report, regardless of whether a state plan amendment or waiver is 
necessary to obtain federal approval.  For those items that conflict with current statutes, the 
Department will formally submit them to the Joint Committee on Finance under s. 49.45(2m)(d) 
at a later date after obtaining public input. 
 
Overall Condition of the Medicaid Benefits Budget 
Recently, the Department updated its projection for the expenditures and revenues in the 
Medicaid program in the 2011-13 biennium, based on additional data on caseload, costs per 
individual, and revenues since Act 32 was enacted.  GPR expenditures are projected to be higher 
than assumed in the budget due to revised projections for drug rebate revenues and higher costs 
per enrollee in certain areas of the program.  These higher costs are partially offset by other 
favorable expenditure trends in other areas, for a net increase of $38 million GPR.  Act 32 
directed DHS to identify $444.6 million All Funds ($181.8 million GPR) in additional savings in 
Medicaid.  Based on these updated projections, the Department will need to identify $554.4 
million All Funds ($219.5 million GPR) to balance the program in the 2011-13 biennium. 
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Projected Medicaid Expenditures for the 2011-13 Biennium 

(in millions) 
 GPR/SEG/PR All Funds 
 Act 32 September 

Update 
Act 32 September 

Update 
Cost to Continue $5,665.07 $5,695.67 $14,650.62 $14,741.69 
Savings Measures     

Act 32 Targeted Measures ($123.7) ($116.3) ($312.41) ($293.72) 
Savings target per s. 49.45(2m) ($181.5) ($219.5) ($444.6) ($554.36) 

Total Savings ($305.2) ($335.8) ($757.01) ($848.08) 
Budgeted Level $5,359.87 $5,359.87 $13,893.61 $13,893.61 
 
GPR expenditures in the program are based on numerous factors, including caseload, service 
utilization, premiums, rebates and other collections revenues, and federal reimbursement.  The 
Department will continue to monitor the expenditures and adjust its savings target accordingly to 
match projected expenditures.  One risk factor is the federal Medicaid matching rate for FFY 13, 
which will be officially released by the federal government in November.  The rate is based on 
each state’s per capita income compared to the national average.  Projections by one national 
analytical group indicates Wisconsin’s match rate will decrease by .79% from FFY 12 to FFY 
13, which would decrease federal funding by approximately $30 million in the 2011-13 
biennium. 
 
Commonsense Changes to Medicaid: Fair and Focused 
Attached for your information is a report summarizing Medicaid reform items the Department 
has or is working to implement to achieve the necessary savings target for the current biennium. 
 
To generate these ideas, the Department has had numerous discussions with consumers, 
providers, advocates, members of the public, including several town hall meetings conducted 
across the state last spring.  We are posting these ideas on the Department’s website and plan to 
hold a public hearing to seek further input.  The Department is also complying with federal 
public notice requirements for items that involve Medicaid state plan amendments and waivers.   
 
The mission and cost of Medicaid in Wisconsin have expanded dramatically over the years. One 
out of every five citizens is now served in one of our various programs (traditional Medicaid, 
BadgerCare Plus, SeniorCare, and Family Care). Based on 2008 claims data, Medicaid pays for 
45 percent of all births in the state. Medicaid recipients occupy roughly 60 percent of nursing 
home beds. 
 
State funding for Medicaid had to be significantly increased above last biennium's budget, 
primarily for two reasons – one time federal matching funds decreased by $1.33 billion and the 
previous budget estimates were based on a projected decline in enrollment. But even after an 
infusion of $1.2 billion of additional state funding for the current budget cycle, we need to find 
savings to keep the program in balance with the state budget. 
 
Current enrollment in Medicaid is now 1.1 million individuals. Over the past 20 years, the total 
population of Wisconsin has increased 16 percent, but Medicaid enrollment has jumped 156 
percent. 
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One out of three children in Wisconsin is now on Medicaid. Medicaid is no longer exclusively 
for individuals living below the poverty level. More than 120,000 children live in families with 
income above the federal poverty level; nearly half of these children live in families with income 
above 150 percent of the federal poverty level. 
 
The picture of how individuals are covered by insurance has changed dramatically over the 
years. According to data from the Wisconsin Family Health Survey, in 1997, the year in which 
the state Children's Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) was created, 76 percent of children 
living in families with income between 100 and 200 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) 
were covered by private insurance. In that year, just 14.5 percent of children in that income 
category were covered by public programs. By 2009, children with private coverage had 
declined to 56 percent and public coverage (principally through our Medicaid programs) had 
increased to 43 percent. 
 
Although the switch between public and private coverage has been dramatic, it is still important 
to understand that most children living in families with income between 100 and 200 percent 
FPL are covered by private insurance and the parents of these children are therefore bearing the 
cost of coverage (as well as contributing to the cost of those on the Medicaid programs through 
taxes). Moreover, Medicaid provides a richer benefit package for children than what is typically 
offered in the private sector. 
 

41236



In 1997, only 6.5 percent of adults (ages 18-64) with income between 100 and 200 percent FPL 
were covered by a public program and 70 percent were covered by private health insurance. By 
2009, 30 percent of such individuals had public coverage and those with private coverage 
dropped to 49 percent. 
 
There are approximately 53,000 non-disabled, non-elderly adults on Medicaid with income 
above 133 percent of FPL. The federal government has advised that these individuals can be 
dropped from coverage, which would save the state over $60 million GPR per year. We are 
determined to avoid this option, but believe it is a matter of fairness that families enrolled in 
Medicaid, who have income comparable to their neighbors, should be expected to contribute a 
reasonable amount to the cost of their coverage. 
 
Last year, more than 1.4 million individuals were enrolled in Medicaid for at least part of the 
year.  However, spending is concentrated among a small group of individuals. Over half of 
enrollees incurred costs of $1,000 or less in 2010 and accounted for less than 5 percent of total 
costs. But 58 percent of all Medicaid spending was made on behalf of just 5 percent of the 
population. There are about 40,000 individuals who are elderly or have a disability (or both) 
enrolled in the Family Care program, which provides supports and services to those in need of 
long term care. Their combined Medicaid costs (long term care and acute medical care) exceed 
$1.5 billion. Many of the individuals in Family Care are also enrolled in Medicare but those costs 
are not included. 

The savings measured described in the attached report address these factors that are driving costs 
in the Medicaid program. Savings are generated across each of the four different categories of 
reform – eligibility, benefits, service delivery, and payment.  

Items for Committee Review under s. 49.45(2m)(d) 

A certain number of the reform items included in the attached report require Committee review 
under s. 49.45(2m)(d).  As indicated above, we will formally submit these items to the 
Committee at a later date once the Department seeks additional public input. 
 
Program Changes Implemented to Date 
Finally, Appendix I contains a summary of Medicaid program changes the Department has 
implemented in this quarter related to the routine administration of the program or federal 
mandates. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this information.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Dennis G. Smith 
Secretary 
 
cc: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance  
 Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

41237



 
 

Appendix I 
FY 12 Medicaid Program Changes Implemented as of October 1, 2011 

 
 
1.  Family Care Enrollment Cap July 2011 
 
2. Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Management System July 2011 
 
3.  Brand Name Prescription Drug Reimbursement Reform October 2011 
 
4.  End Stage Renal Disease Part B Modification September 2011 
 
5.  Hospital Medicare Part A Modification September 2011 
 
6.  Enhanced Third Party Liability Identification September 2011 
 
7.  Increase exemption amount for irrevocable burial trusts from $3,000 to $4,500.  September 2011 
 
8.  Update nursing home rates and methodologies to reflect Act 32 changes July 2011 
 
9.  Update hospital rates and methodologies to reflect Act 32 changes July 2011 
 
10. Tobacco cessation counseling services for pregnant women. September 2011 
 
11. Elimination of requirement for a physician's prescription for outpatient psychotherapy 
services and outpatient alcohol and other drug abuse (AODA) treatment services. September 
2011 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 List of Proposals 

Payment Reform 

1.  Aligning Personal Care Payment Policies 
2.  Brand-Name Prescription Drug Reimbursement Reform 
3.  Eliminate Hospital Intensity Increase 
4.  End Stage Renal Disease Part B Modification 
5.  Enhanced Third Party Liability Identification  
6.  Federal Claiming Enhancements 
7.  Hospital Medicare Part A Modification  
8.  Implementation of the Accelerated School Based Services Project 
9.  Implementation of the Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping System for Outpatient Hospital                           
Reimbursement  
10. Increased Auditing and Auditing Enhancements 
11. Managed Care/Fee-for-Service Payment Review 
12. Pay for Performance for HMOs 
13. Pay for Performance for Hospitals 
14. Physician Rate Change for Certain Services Provided in a Hospital 
15. Reimbursement Modification for Consultation Services 
16. Recovery Audit Contractors 
17. Reimbursement Equity 
18. Specialty Pharmaceutical Management 
19. SSDI/SSI Workload Repayment 
20. Wisconsin Medicaid Cost Reporting (WIMCR) Reform 
 
Service Delivery Reform 

21. Birth to 3 Program Benchmark Plan  
22. Children in Foster Care Medical Home Initiative 
23. Conversion of 1915(i) Home and Community Based Services to 1937 Benchmark Alternative 
Benefits Plan 
24. Family Care Enrollment Cap 
25. Healthy Birth Outcome Medical Home for Pregnant Women 
26. Long-Term Care Pilot Program – Virtual PACE 
27. Medical Home for Individuals with HIV/AIDS 
28. Medical Home for Individuals with a Mental Health Diagnosis 
29. Medical Home for Individuals Leaving the Criminal Justice System 
30. Medical Home for Individuals with Two or More Chronic Conditions 
31. Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Management System 
32. Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Management System-Southeast Wisconsin HMO 
Members 
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2 2011-2013 Medicaid Efficiencies 

Benefit Reform 
33. Alternative Benchmark Plan 
34. Maximize Drug Rebate Collections 
35. Wisconsin Pharmacy Quality Collaborative (WPQC) Participation 
 

Eligibility Reform 
36. Asset Test Enhancement 
37. Divestment Policy Reforms 
38. Eligibility Determination Integrity 
39. Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Waiver Request of Eligibility Restrictions Established under PPACA 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Aligning Personal Care Payment Policies 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Long-Term Care Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $2.7 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment  

Description: 
 
The Department will realign the delivery of personal care delivered as fee-for-service Medicaid services 
with Family Care policies ensure the cost-effective and efficient delivery of services. 
 

• Currently, personal care costs have increased significantly in Medicaid fee-for-service.  
• Data on personal care from fiscal year 2011: 

o $163.2 million all funds (AF) for personal care services to 11,633 members 
 $152.55 million AF for direct services for 11,633 members 
 $9.04 million AF for travel time for 5,121 members 
 $1.68 million for Registered Nurse supervision of a personal care worker for 8,931 

members 
• Personal care agencies are currently responsible for administering the authorization tool used to 

determine the amount of personal care an individual receives. In addition, personal care providers, 
unlike other Medicaid providers, are reimbursed at their hourly rate for travel time. 

• Currently, Medicaid reimburses providers for travel time at the direct care rate ($16.8/hour) with no limit 
on distance for travel or an upper limit on the amount of time that can be charged for travel. 

• There are currently two reimbursement systems for personal care services; one for people receiving 
services in Medicaid fee-for-service, and the second within Family Care.  

• The current system creates an incentive for providers to provide services to those receiving fee-for-
service because rates are typically higher than those in Family Care. 

• The Department’s plan to align reimbursements consists of the following: 
o Bring personal care delivered as a fee-for-service Medicaid service in-line with Family Care. 
o Revise personal care travel reimbursement from 100% to 50% of the hourly rate. 
o Add codes to allow the Department to conduct independent assessments of personal care 

service needs to ensure that members receive appropriate care. These codes will also allow the 
Department to confirm complex cases.   
 

Effect of this change: 
• The Department’s proposed changes will create a more uniform reimbursement system for personal 

care reimbursement. 
• Independent assessment of members’ personal care needs will bring increased integrity to the 

Medicaid program. Because providers are responsible for determining the amount of service members 
receive from the provider’s agency, there is potential for abuse.  The Department’s proposal gives the 
state new tools to ensure that members, especially those with complex medical and long-term care 
needs, are receiving appropriate care for their individual needs. 

• The Department’s proposal related to travel costs will bring needed accountability to these expenditures 
that are not direct care related. 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

  
Brand-Name Prescription Drug Reimbursement Reform 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Pharmacies 

Projected Savings: $2.3 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: October 1, 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
Wisconsin’s Medicaid program, beginning October 1, 2011 will convert from the use of Average 
Wholesale Price (AWP) to the use of Wholesale Acquisition Cost (WAC) as the pricing benchmark for 
reimbursing pharmacies for brand-name drugs. The Department does not change the current $3.44 
dispensing fee paid for each brand-name drug. 
 

• Currently, Wisconsin’s Medicaid programs, and 45 other state Medicaid programs, reimburse 
pharmacies for name-brand medications at a discount of the Average Wholesale Price (AWP) of the 
pharmaceutical. In Wisconsin, the reimbursement rate has been set at AWP-14%. 

• The compendiums of AWP have been historically done by two entities, First Data Bank (FDB) and 
McKesson Corporation. 

• In 2005, a class action lawsuit challenged the validity of the AWP methodology, claiming that the two 
entities conspired to arbitrarily determine and increase the AWP. Interested parties reached a 
settlement in 2009. 

• First Data Bank will end publication of AWP’s as of the end of September 2011, requiring the 
state to use a different methodology to calculate reimbursement rates for brand-name 
prescription drugs.  

• The Department will convert to Wholesale Acquisition Cost (WAC) methodology for future 
reimbursement for brand-name drugs. 

• The proposed methodology will move the state from AWP-14% to WAC +2%. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• AWP-14% to WAC+2% will provide some savings to the state’s Medicaid program. It is estimated that 
payments to providers will be $2.3-2.6 million GPR lower based on this methodology change. 

• The Department believes this change will be more in line with the actual cost of obtaining brand name 
drugs and will enhance program oversight. 

• Although the state budget required the Medicaid program to identify savings of over $181 million GPR, 
the savings from this proposal will be used to reinvest in quality improvement and outcome based pilots 
with state pharmacies. 

• The Department is working with stakeholders to expand the use of medication therapy management to 
coordinate patients’ medications. This is part of the Department’s overall efforts to expand the use of 
care coordination to improve overall health outcomes. 

• This effort is also part of the Department’s overall goal of increasing the supply of health care providers 
by expanding the use of current providers and providing incentives for them to be “Care Extenders.”    
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Eliminate Hospital Intensity Increase 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $7.2 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: July 1, 2011 

Implementation Requirements: 2011-13 State Budget and State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department, per the 2011-13 state budget, payments made to hospitals by eliminating the intensity 
increase initially included in the Department’s 11-13 budget submission.   
 

• Payments to hospitals for inpatient services are based on a number of factors including the health 
status of a beneficiary, volume (the number of services) and intensity (an x-ray versus MRI). 

• The Department’s 11-13 biennial budget request included a 2% increase over base reflect an increase 
in hospital intensity.   

• Due to state fiscal pressures, the 2011-13 budget does not include the 2% intensity increase, leaving 
hospital base funding level from FY2011. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• This budget change maintains base level funding for hospitals by not accepting the proposed 2% 

intensity rate increase. 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

  
End Stage Renal Disease Part B Modification 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: BadgerCare Plus, Medicaid, Wisconsin Chronic Disease Program 

Projected Savings: $1.3-1.5 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: September 10, 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: 2011-13 State Budget via a State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department, effective September 10, 2011, modified payments made to entities that provide end stage 
renal disease (ESRD) services. 
 

• Previous to this payment reform measure, Medicaid paid ESRD services based on Medicare 
reimbursement methodology. 

• Medicaid reimburses for several other services at approximately 80% of the Medicare.  To align ESRD 
more closely with other services, the Department has undertaken steps to develop a new 
reimbursement methodology using a per diem rate not to exceed 80% of Medicare payments.   
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• This change in payment policy will better align Medicaid ESRD reimbursement with other Medicaid 
benefit areas.  It will also allow for more flexibility in pricing, which was not possible under the former 
reimbursement policy. 

 
 

 

41244



2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Enhanced Third Party Liability Identification 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $3.6 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Fall 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: Current contracts 

Description: 
 
Currently, under state law Medicaid is the payer of last resort and requires private insurance to pay 
medical care costs when coverage is available.  When the Department is aware that a Medicaid 
member has other insurance (third party insurance), the Department will ensure that the third party 
obligation is met before Medicaid pays.  The Department will employ enhanced resources to better 
identify third party liability.  
 

• Currently, Medicaid identifies other insurance through a data exchange between private insurance 
companies and the Department.  However, these current submissions do not include information 
regarding self funded plans or limited benefit coverage such as a prescription only drug benefit. 
 

• By employing additional resources to identify third party liability currently unaccounted for, the 
Department will mitigate reimbursing for costs that are covered by other third party payers. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• The Department will be able to realize enhanced identification of third party liability for Medicaid 
members by using a contracted vendor to identify situations where members have other coverage. 
 

• As a result, expenditures currently being paid by the Medicaid program will be paid by other third 
parties, thus decreasing Medicaid expenditures without reducing benefits to members. 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Federal Claiming Enhancements 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $8.3 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: On or before March 1, 2012 

Implementation Requirements: Claims Systems Changes 

Description: 
 
The Department will review the current process used to obtain funds from the federal government and 
implement system enhancements and policy changes to allow the Department to more accurately 
claim federal funds. 
 

• Medicaid benefits are funded with a combination of state and federal funding.  The Department is 
responsible for claiming the associated federal funds for benefits provided.   
 

• As the scope of programs covered under Medicaid has grown to represent over $7 billion of health care 
expenditures annually, Medicaid claims processing activities have become increasingly complex.  This 
heightened complexity requires an evolving quality control response. 
 

• Federal claiming rates can vary based on the type of benefits provided and individuals receiving the 
services.  This complexity leads to numerous different federal matching rates. 

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• By implementing system enhancements and policy changes, the Department will have more specific 
information when claiming federal funds.  This will ensure the Department receives full federal support 
for services currently being provided to Medicaid members that the Department is entitled to. 
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 Hospital Medicare Part A Modification 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $6.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: September 9, 2011 

Implementation Requirements: 2011-13 State Budget via State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department, effective September 9, 2011, modified payments made to hospitals on behalf of 
certain individuals who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid (dual eligible) and who meet certain 
financial criteria. 
 

• Previous to this reform measure, certain individuals who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid 
(dual eligibles) had coinsurance and deductibles under his/her Medicare Part A obligation fully paid by 
Medicaid. 
 

• Under this payment methodology, Medicaid paid the full amount of the individual’s Medicare Part A 
coinsurance and deductible obligation even if the combination of the Medicaid coinsurance, deductible, 
and Medicare reimbursement exceeded the Medicaid allowable charge for the same service as 
illustrated in the example below:  

o Medicare’s reimbursement rate is $100 for a service with a $20 coinsurance obligation while the 
Medicaid allowable cost for that same service is $90. Currently, Medicaid pays the full $20 
coinsurance. This results in a total reimbursement of $100 despite the Medicaid allowable cost 
being only $90 for that service. 
 

• The Department has undertaken steps to remove discrepancies between Medicare and Medicaid 
payments to identify budget savings and provide equity between programs for the payment of similar 
services. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• Under this proposal, providers will receive the same reimbursement for services provided to dual 

eligible as they would receive for services to non-dual Medicaid eligibles. 
 

o Using the same illustration as above, Medicare’s reimbursement rate is $100 for a service with a 
$20 coinsurance obligation while the Medicaid allowable cost for that service is $90. Under the 
payment reform, Medicaid would pay only $10 for coinsurance. In this scenario, the total amount 
paid to the provider would be $80 (Medicare reimbursement) + $10 (Medicaid coinsurance) = 
$90. This is the same dollar amount that Medicaid considers an allowable cost for that service.  
 

• This reform will better align Medicaid payments across various eligibility categories. 
 

41247



2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

  
Implementation of the Accelerated School Based Services Project 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $6.3 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: On or Before July 1, 2012 

Implementation Requirements: Systems Changes 

Description: 
 
The Department will update the Medicaid School Based Services (SBS) interim claims process resulting in 
additional one time federal funding for the 2011-13 biennium.  
 

• Medicaid claims federal funding for certain school based medical services provided to Medicaid eligible 
students. 

 
• Currently, all school district are reimbursed at the same interim rate for services provided.  After the end 

of the school year a cost settlement is performed to claim the federal funds associated with the cost of 
providing these services.   
 

• School districts provide the local funding for these services and the Department claims the associated 
federal funds for these services.  School districts receive 60% of the associated federal funds and the 
state retains 40% of the federal funds. 

 
• Since the interim claiming rate is the same for all school districts, reimbursement to school districts with 

higher costs are not accurately reimbursed at the time the service is performed.   
  

• To address this, the state will update interim rates based on historical costs.   
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• This change will increase federal claiming at the time the services are provided allowing school districts 
to receive funding in a timelier manner and create a one time increase in federal claiming. 
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Implementation of the Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping 

System for Outpatient Hospital Reimbursement  

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $1.6 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Late 2012 

Implementation Requirements: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will implement the Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping System (EAPGs) for 
Outpatient Hospital Claims reimbursement.  
 

• Currently, outpatient hospital services are reimbursed one rate per visit per day regardless of what 
services are provided during that visit.  This per visit rate is not differentiated based on the cost of care 
provided.   

• For example, if a Medicaid recipient receives treatment for a sinus infection in an outpatient hospital-
based clinic, the hospital would receive the same reimbursement as treatment of a broken arm even 
though the costs for such services vary. 

• Similar to the way hospitals are reimbursed for inpatient hospital services using the Diagnosis Related 
Grouper (DRGs) and physicians are paid based on a maximum allowable fee schedule, the Department 
will be begin using a grouping system for outpatient hospitals services that ties the cost of services 
provided to the reimbursement the provider receives.   

• The Department will transition to EAPG reimbursement. The Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouper 
system is a patient classification system designed to explain the quantity and type of resources used in 
an outpatient hospital setting. 

Effect of this change: 
 

• Under this proposal, hospitals will be reimbursed for outpatient hospital services based on the quantity 
and type of services they provide. 

• This policy will ensure that low cost services and high cost services are reimbursed appropriately. 
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 Increased Auditing and Auditing Enhancements 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $14.9 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: 2011-13 State Budget 

Description: 
 
The Department will improve Medicaid program integrity by increasing the number of contract auditors 
by 10 full time employees (FTE). In addition, the Department will implement extrapolation policies when 
fraud is identified and require provider/patient face-to-face contact for home care and durable medical 
equipment (DME) fraud.  
 

• Currently, the Department conducts audits aimed at preventing billing fraud. In addition, these audits 
ensure that claims paid are consistent with Medicaid billing and payment policies. 

• Given the size of the Medicaid program, prevention, detection and investigation of fraud and 
overpayments is a top priority for the Department. 

• The Department’s Bureau of Program Integrity currently conducts program audits on Medicaid 
providers. 

• The Department is revamping its overall fraud efforts to improve audit capabilities. An important part of 
these efforts is the additional contract auditors provided by the 2011-13 State Budget and mandated by 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). 

• Because of the increase in auditing capability, the new contract positions will increase the state’s ability 
to prevent improper payments while increasing the Department’s ability to identify and recoup 
fraudulent payments to providers.  The return on investment for these positions should exceed the cost 
of the new contract positions. 

• The state will also have the technical resources to use extrapolation in establishing Medicaid 
overpayment amounts. This methodology, used in other states, will help the Department better 
determine overpayments in cases where the overall payments are difficult to determine initially. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• The Department is making auditing, fraud detection and investigation efforts a top priority.   
• These increased efforts will protect taxpayer dollars and bring additional program integrity to the 

Medicaid program. 
• The efforts of the new contract auditors will focus primarily on Medicaid providers.  
• The Department, through the addition of $2 million GPR and 19 state FTE positions in the 2011-13 

state budget, is expanding and improving its overall fraud detection efforts by increasing current 
auditing efforts aimed at member fraud and trafficking in Medicaid and other programs like FoodShare. 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Managed Care/Fee-for-Service Payment Review 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $2.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Fall 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: Systems Changes and Audit 

Description: 
 
The Department will review fee-for-services payments to determine if payments were inappropriately 
made for Medicaid members who are enrolled in managed care entities.   
 

• Currently, Medicaid provides health benefits through the use of managed care or through direct 
payments to providers through fee-for-service. 

• The Department, through increased auditing efforts, is working to ensure that inappropriate billing is not 
occurring within Medicaid. The review of payments to managed care providers and the fee-for-service 
will identify inappropriate payments and will allow the state to seek recovery. 

• An initial review has identified potential overpayments resulting from the following:  
o Duplicate payments 
o Payments made for dates of service occurring after the death of the Medicaid member 
o Payments for services for which the member was not eligible  
o Payments for non-covered services 

• Additionally, the Department has now fully deployed the National Correct Coding Initiative system edits 
to reduce the possibility of future inappropriate payments.       
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• The Department is making auditing, fraud detections and investigation efforts a top priority.   
• These increased efforts will protect taxpayer dollars and bring additional program integrity to the 

Medicaid program. 
• This proposal will identify duplicative payments and allow the Department to seek recovery of these 

overpayments. 
• The Department, through the addition of $2 million GPR and 19 state FTE positions in the 2011-13 

state budget, is expanding and improving its overall fraud detection efforts by increase current auditing 
efforts aimed at member fraud and trafficking in Medicaid and other programs like FoodShare. 
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2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Pay for Performance for HMOs 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $700,000 GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: HMO contracts 

Description: 
 
The Department will work to improve health care outcomes by enhancing the HMO pay for 
performance (P4P) program in Medicaid.  
 

• Since 2009, the Department has implemented a P4P program as part of its efforts to continue to 
improve quality outcomes and move Medicaid from a system based on volume to one based on value. 

 
• Currently, the Department withholds 1% of the capitation rate of HMOs serving BadgerCarePlus and 

SSI members; HMOs can earn this back by attaining specific goals related to health care quality.   
 

• For Calendar Year 2012, the Department will withhold 1.5%, amounting to approximately $10 million for 
BadgerCarePlus and SSI.  

 
• HMOs that attain all the specific P4P goals can potentially earn a bonus, subject to certain limitations, 

in addition to the withheld amounts.  The bonus pool will be entirely funded by forfeitures by the HMOs 
that did not attain all their P4P goals. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• HMO P4P is one part of the Department’s overall goal of reforming Medicaid benefit delivery and 
payment into systems based on quality outcomes and value, not volume. 

 
• Through the P4P program, HMOs and the Department track key health care indicators aimed at 

improving the quality of health care delivery. 
 

• Based on preliminary comparisons of 2009 and 2010 performance, the P4P program has already 
demonstrated improvements in HMO performance on a variety of health care quality measures.  
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 Pay for Performance for Hospitals 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $5.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will work to improve health care outcomes by expanding and improving the hospital 
pay for performance program to improve health outcomes in Medicaid.  
 

• Currently, the Department pays certain hospitals for performance and reporting related to selected 
performance measures. 

• In an effort to continue to improve quality outcomes and move Medicaid from a system based on 
volume to one based on value, the Department is working with stakeholders and Wisconsin hospitals in 
developing a series of pay for performance measures (P4P) and tying part of hospital reimbursement to 
these new measures. 

• Ongoing collection of patient data by the Department will allow tracking of improvements achieved. As 
performance improves for a specific measure, the Department will provide additional reimbursement for 
the hospital. 

• Funding for the P4P program is from a 1.5% holdback from the state’s Medicaid budget for hospitals. 
The Department’s proposal would allow for the full 1.5% to be claimed by hospitals as P4P goals are 
met. 

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• Hospital P4P is one part of the Department’s overall goal of reforming Medicaid benefit delivery and 
provider payment into systems based on quality outcomes and value, not volume. 

• Through the P4P program, hospitals and the Department will track key health care indicators aimed at 
improving both the delivery of care and quality of overall health outcomes. 

• The P4P program will also encourage the implementation of best practices, especially for adults and 
children with complex health conditions.  
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Physician Rate Change for Certain Services Provided In a Hospital 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid Physicians 

Projected Savings: $1.5 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will adjust the rate paid to physicians for services typically provided in an office 
setting when those services are instead provided in a hospital setting. 
 

• The adjusted rate for these services when provided in a hospital setting will both account for the 
physicians’ lower overhead costs in a hospital setting  

• The Department’s proposed rate change creates an incentive to provide these services in an office 
setting when clinically appropriate. 

• For purposes of this provision, hospital settings include inpatient and outpatient hospitals, ERs, and 
ambulatory surgery centers.    

• The adjusted physician reimbursement for these services when provided in a hospital setting will be set 
at 80% of the physician reimbursement rate when provided in an office setting.   
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• This provision will adjust reimbursement rates to better reflect the cost of providing care in different 
settings. 

• This modification is part of the Department’s overall efforts to better align Medicaid reimbursements. 
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 Reimbursement Modification for Consultation Services 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid Physicians 

Projected Savings: $1.6 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will modify its methodology for Medicaid reimbursement of consultation services. 
 

• Currently, Medicaid provides reimbursement to providers for consultation services requested by 
another provider to obtain a medical opinion. 

• Effective January 1, 2010, changes to Medicare at the federal level adjusted Medicare part B fee-for-
service reimbursement for consultation services to better match reimbursement for other primary care 
services.  

• The Department will change Medicaid reimbursement for consultation services with new reimbursement 
rates set at 80% of current Medicaid rates. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• The Department recognizes the value of consultation services as a means of improving overall health 
outcomes for patients. This provision will maintain coverage of these services while adjusting 
reimbursement rates to better align with other primary care services. 

• This modification is part of the Department’s overall efforts to better align Medicaid reimbursements. 
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 Recovery Audit Contractors 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $3.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Early 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: System Changes and Contractor Audits 

Description: 
 
The Department will contract with Recovery Audit Contractors (RAC) to reduce improper Medicaid 
payments and implement actions to prevent future improper payments.  
 

• The federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) requires that state Medicaid programs 
develop a program to contract with a private entity or entities to serve as Recovery Audit Contractors 
(RACs). 

• On September 14, 2011, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a final rule 
detailing implementation of the Medicaid RAC program The Medicaid RAC program is based on a 
similar Medicare program that is currently in operation nationwide.  

• States will contract with the Medicaid RACs, which will search for fraud, waste and abuse in the 
program by reviewing past claims that already have been paid. Auditors will be compensated based on 
a percentage of funds they recover that were paid inappropriately to doctors, hospitals and others.  

• The final rule also directs states to pay reviewers for uncovering underpayments that must be 
reimbursed to those filing the claims. 

• Although the Medicaid RAC program is similar to the Medicare version that is currently operating 
nationwide, the final rule includes several revisions requested by the health care industry. For example, 
each Medicaid RAC must hire a physician as medical director. CMS also allows states to set a limit on 
the number of records that can be requested and limits the “look back” period for audits to 3 years.  

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• The Department is making auditing, fraud detection and investigation effort a top priority.   
• Initiatives like the RAC program will protect taxpayer dollars and bring additional program integrity to 

the Medicaid program. 
• The Department, through the addition of $2 million GPR and 19 state FTE positions in the 2011-13 

state budget, is expanding and improving its overall fraud detection efforts by increase current auditing 
efforts aimed at member fraud and trafficking in Medicaid and other programs like FoodShare. 
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 Reimbursement Equity  

Category:   Payment Reform  

Focus Area: Reimbursement  

Projected Savings: $5 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Starting Oct 1, 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
Currently, the Department has varying reimbursement rates for the same services when provided in 
different settings.  These differences in reimbursements lead to incentives to provide care in the 
setting that yields the highest reimbursement.  In addition, some providers are guaranteed to be 
reimbursed the full cost of Medicaid services regardless of whether the care is delivered in a cost 
effective manner through cost based reimbursement.   
  

• Due to the historical practice of developing reimbursement rates based on where a service is provided 
(e.g. outpatient hospital, physician clinic, community health center), rates for performing the same 
services may vary significantly depending on service location.  

• This inequity has developed over time as technology allows services to be delivered in multiple 
settings.  For example a therapist in an outpatient hospital setting may perform the exact same service 
as provided in a clinic while the reimbursement is higher for the therapist in the hospital. 

• For certain providers, Medicaid guarantees that the provider will be reimbursed the full cost of providing 
services.  This practice does not facilitate cost effective care and leads to similar health care services 
being reimbursed at significantly different rates depending on their provider designation.   

• Where guaranteed cost based reimbursement is necessary, the Department will review reimbursement 
relative to their peers to ensure that providers are incentivized to provide cost effective care. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• This change will ensure that Medicaid reimbursement is equitable regardless of provider setting and 
ensures that the Medicaid program maintains a robust provider community with service delivery 
options.  This will incentivize cost effective care. 
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 Specialty Pharmaceutical Management 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: All Medicaid Populations 

Projected Savings: $2 million GPR during FY13 

Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medicaid Systems Changes 

Description: 
 

• Specialty pharmaceuticals are considered to be high-cost injectable, infused, oral or inhaled biotech 
medications that require patient monitoring and professional support.  

 
• These pharmaceutical are expensive and historically fall outside of traditional cost containment 

initiatives. Specialty pharmacy represents 25% of total Medicaid pharmacy spend and industry 
forecasts show that specialty pharmacy could grow to 50% of pharmacy spend by 2014.  

 
• Wisconsin Medicaid will pursue increased controls and monitoring of these expensive biologic drugs by 

reviewing where these drugs are administered, implementing utilization controls, and achieving 
discounts through preferred purchasing methodologies.   

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• Wisconsin Medicaid will bend the cost curve for this growing health care sector to achieve long-term 
savings for the Medicaid program.  
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 SSDI/SSI Workload Repayment 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $45.0 million GPR (one-time) 

Proposed Implementation Date: 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Waiver 

Description: 
 
The Department will continue to collaborate with other states in developing a demonstration project 
with the US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to recoup funding lost by systemic 
errors in the Social Security Administration (SSA) method for determining eligibility for federal 
disability benefits.  
 

• Currently, two federally-administered programs provide income for people who are not able to work 
because of age or disability. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) provides support for people who are 
aged, blind or disabled while Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) provides income for qualified 
individuals with disabilities. 

• Individuals enrolled in SSI are eligible for Medicaid while people receiving SSDI are enrolled in 
Medicare. 

• For 30 years, SSA erroneously enrolled hundreds of thousands of people into SSI who should have 
been enrolled in SSDI. 

• This error caused states to make Medicaid payment for individuals who should have been on SSDI and 
enrolled in Medicare. 

• It is estimated that had Medicare paid providers for the care that Medicaid in fact paid, Medicare costs 
would have been $10 billion higher. 

• The system eligibility error has been acknowledged by the SSA, and over the past ten years the agency 
has implemented the Special Disability Workload (SDW) project to correct this error and restore the 
cash benefits that were wrongfully withheld from individuals. 

• This error forced states to pay for health and income benefits that should have been paid by the federal 
government. 

• This Department’s proposal is receive reimbursement for state expenditures that were erroneously 
made due to this mistake. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• Federal errors in eligibly have caused Medicaid to make payments for services that should have been 

paid by the Federal government. 
• It is estimated that the state could receive over $45 million in repayments based on the current 

caseload reviews.  
• This money would be a one-time increase for the Department and the Medicaid program. 
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 Wisconsin Medicaid Cost Reporting (WIMCR) Reform 

Category:   Payment Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid Administration and Counties 

Projected Savings: $19.2 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Systems Change 

Description: 
 
The Department has been granted the authority to transition the current Wisconsin Cost Reporting 
(WIMCR) claiming process from an all-funds payment to a certified public expenditure (CPE) claim 
effective with calendar 2012 dates of service. 
 

• WIMCR is the process by which the state claims Medicaid federal match dollars for county costs for 
providing certain community-based Medicaid services. This payment is in addition to the Medicaid fee-
for-service reimbursement rate.  The WIMCR process is as follows: 

o Counties bill the state’s Medicaid vendor through the usual fee-for-service process and are 
reimbursed at the basic fee-for-service Medicaid rate. 

o In May of each year, counties submit reports to the Department electronically showing their full 
cost for providing those services. These cost reports are reviewed to ensure accuracy and 
quality. 

o In autumn of each year, the Department makes an all funds Medicaid payment adjustment to 
the county equal to the difference between the basic Medicaid fee-for-service reimbursement 
rate and the full cost of the service as reported by the county. 

o The Department reduces the Community Aids grant allocations by the amount of the Medicaid 
payment adjustment and an additional $19.25 million reduction.  Through this process, counties 
receive a majority, but not all of, the federal gain from the WIMCR process. 

• The 2011-13 state budget grants the Department the ability to transfer from the current WIMCR 
process to a certified public expenditure process. Under a CPE process: 

o Counties continue to submit annual cost reports, per the current process. 
o The Department makes a CPE federal claim, based on the cost reports. 
o The Department pays counties a portion of the federal claim, equivalent to their current share, 

and deposits the remainder in the Medicaid Trust Fund. 
o The All Funds payment adjustment/Community Aids contract cuts are discontinued. 

 
Effect of this change: 

• The current WIMCR cost reporting, payments, and Base Community Aids adjustments create a 
significant administrative workload and complexity for county and Department staff.  Switching to a CPE 
would greatly simplify the process for the Department and counties. 

• The Legislative Audit Bureau has been critical of contracting processes where contract funding is 
disproportionally distributed between two fiscal years of two biennial budgets.  Reforming the system to 
CPE will address this issue and increase accounting integrity for the Department.  

• Due to these changes, it is estimated that there is a one-time GPR savings of $19.2 million GPR. 
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 Birth to 3 Program Benchmark Plan 

Category:   Service Delivery 

Focus Area: Birth to 3 Program 

Projected Savings: Budget Neutral 

Proposed Implementation Date: 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: 1937 State Plan Amendment 

Description: 
 
The Department will implement a benchmark benefit plan for children who are currently in the Birth to 
3 program. The plan will allow the state to leverage federal funding for certain services, maximizing the 
investment currently made by the state and counties in Birth to 3 services. 
 

• The Birth to 3 Program is Wisconsin’s early intervention program for infants and toddlers with 
developmental delays and disabilities and their families.  

• Currently, the Birth to 3 Program uses a combination of federal education funds, state, county and 
Medicaid funding to provide these services to children.  

• The program has identified a number of best practices to improve the quality of care children receive in 
the program. However, because of the multi-pronged funding system for the program, some of these 
best-practices are either not used because they are not currently covered by Medicaid or are paid fully 
with state or county levy dollars. 

• The Department will implement a benchmark plan to expand the number of services that are covered 
by Medicaid. Some of the services that will leverage federal funding under the benchmark are: 

o Early intervention teachers; 
o Home trainers; 
o Parent-to-parent mentors; and 
o Developmental specialists. 

• This does not alter the types of services that children eligible for the Birth to 3 Program are receiving.  
• The benchmark plan will also incentivize the use of best practices by making these professional 

services Medicaid eligible rather than having the cost paid fully with county resources. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• This benchmark plan is part of the Department’s review of current programs to identify program 

efficiencies and cost savings while improving the health and long-term care outcomes of individuals. 
• This change will expand the number of Medicaid eligible services provided under the Birth to 3 

program. 
• This change does not change the types of services that are available to children in the program.  
• Counties providing services should see some levy relief, as the new benchmark plan provides Medicaid 

reimbursement for services that were previously paid using County funds. 
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 Children in Foster Care Medical Home Initiative 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Children in foster care in Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Washington 
and Waukesha counties; Certified Medicaid health care providers 

Projected Savings: $300,000 GPR savings 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: 1937 State Plan Amendment 

Description: 
 
Currently, there are approximately 6,000 children in out-of-home placements who receive Medicaid 
services in Wisconsin. Many of the foster care children need specialty care and are receiving that care 
on a fee-for-service basis under Medicaid. As a result, coordinated care may be limited among 
providers, and may not address the specific needs of children in out-of-home care. The Departments of 
Health Services and Children and Families are creating a medical home for children in out-of-home 
care that provides an individualized treatment plan for each child that addresses the child’s trauma-
related needs, delivers treatment services that are evidence-based and will result in improved 
behavioral, mental, and physical health for the child and a safer, more stable family setting for the 
child.   
 

• The primary care provider and care team will assure that each child receives a complete trauma-
informed health assessment, and an individual treatment plan, including evidence-based mental health 
interventions. 
 

• Benefits will be provided under the BadgerCare Plus standard Plan, with added unique features to 
support children in out-of-home placements. Benefits will include: care coordination, hospitalizations, 
physicians visits, dental services, laboratory and x-ray services, prescription drugs, behavioral and 
mental health services, health and well-child screening services, immunizations and urgent and 
emergency care.  
 

• The child will be eligible to receive care coordination and services through this medical home model for 
12 months after a child reunifies with his/her birth family, or moves to an adoptive family or relative 
guardian to assure continuity of care and treatment, provided they are still eligible for Medicaid after the 
child’s permanency plan is achieved. 
 

• The initiative will begin in Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Washington and Waukesha counties 
and will include approximately 2,500 eligible children.    
 

• Qualified health care providers for the medical home must be an integrated health system with 
demonstrated capacity in trauma-informed care, evidence-based treatment, and must demonstrate that 
they have qualified physicians, nurse practitioners and other supportive staff, an adequate network of 
qualified providers for medical, dental and behavioral health services and the ability to contract with 
providers outside their network to ensure a full range of services for urgent care and other services to 
ensure continuity of care for the child. 
 

• The Department of Health Services and the Department of Children and Families will set forth key 
performance-based measures related to health care and child outcomes that are based upon national 
standards within the Child Welfare and Medicaid programs. 41262
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Effect of this change: 
 

• Some children enter foster care or out-of-home placements at a very young age, a period where the 
child’s development, including mental and psychological development are at a critical point; the 
separation from birth parents and placement into a new setting in and of itself creates trauma for the 
child. Older children entering out-of-home care have often had repeated, traumatic experiences and the 
response to their needs must be rapid and evidence-based to help the child address these trauma-
related needs. Children who have been involved in foster care experience higher rates of physical and 
psychiatric morbidity than the general population because the children have often experienced 
significant and repeated traumas.  
 

• Creating medical homes for children in out-of-home placements will ensure that their health needs are 
immediately assessed and addressed with a trauma-informed, flexible, and coordinated approach.  
These approaches are shown to provide a better path for children to achieve long-term stability.  
 

• Medical homes will allow for access to the child’s medical history and the coordinated care will assure 
timely access to assessment and urgent care. The flexibility of service provision for the child will 
stabilize the child and support the goals of safety and permanency for the child. 
 

• Many foster children have intensive behavioral and mental health needs. The medical home will 
coordinate trauma-informed behavioral health treatment, which includes evidence-based practices 
unique to the needs of each child, oversight of psychotropic medications, flexible service delivery 
settings, mobile crisis response and stabilization services, and peer-to-peer interventions.  
 

• Certified Medicaid Health Systems will be reimbursed at an all-inclusive rate calculated using current 
expenditures for this population of children. Many children in foster care receive high cost services and 
specialty care. Other services are duplicated or less effective interventions.  By providing an all-
inclusive rate, the Medicaid program anticipates coordinated, best-practice and most appropriate 
services being provided to children.  This will result in long-term savings as a result of positive health 
and mental health outcomes for children and prevention of reentry into the out-of-home care system.  
 

• The Departments have received input from a wide range of stakeholders and interested parties 
including, child welfare advocates and providers, human services directors for the counties in the 
southeastern part of the state included in this initiative, the Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership 
Council, the Wisconsin Association of Family and Children’s Agencies and the Wisconsin Counties 
Human Services Association and are continuing discussions with stakeholder groups.  
 

• The Departments are continuing to work with child advocates, providers and the southeast counties to 
develop quality outcomes and performance measures; provider evaluation criteria; definition of the 
roles and responsibilities for agencies and providers and mechanisms for coordination, and 
coordination with the judicial system. 
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Conversion of 1915(i) Home and Community Based Services  
to 1937 Benchmark Alternative Benefits Plan 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Individuals with Severe and Persistent Mental Illness 

Projected Savings: Budget Neutral 

Proposed Implementation Date: 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will transition the current 1915(i) Home and Community Based Services for individuals 
with severe and persistent mental illness to a 1937 Benchmark Alternative Benefits Plan.   
 

• Currently, Wisconsin counties have the ability to claim federal dollars for individuals with severe and 
persistent mental illness through the state’s 1915(i) Home and Community Services State Plan benefit. 

• There are 154 people who currently receive services under the 1915(i) benefit.  An example of services 
provided include the following psycho-social rehabilitative services: 

o Community living supportive services which lead to independent living and recovery 
o Peer specialist supports 
o Supported employment 

• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) under the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (PPACA) changed regulations related to 1915(i) Home and Community Based Services to 
require the program to be statewide with no limit on who can access these services. This change 
prohibits the state from maintaining the programs’ current geographical footprint, and leaves the state 
and counties with the choice of either statewide implementation or no implementation. 

• Due to budget restraints at both the state and county level, full expansion is not feasible. However, by 
converting the benefit to a 1937 Benchmark Alternative Benefits plan, the state and counties can 
continue to provide services in the current geographical areas that have willing and engaged providers. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• The change to a 1937 Benchmark Alternative Benefits plan will allow the state and selected counties to 
continue to provide services to individuals with severe and persistent mental illness and will allow for 
expansion as finances allow. 

• This proposal is part of the Department’s efforts to improve community based mental health services 
and treatments while maintaining fiscal stability.  

• A key part of this proposal is the use of peer specialist supports.  Working in collaboration with 
stakeholders, the Department continues to look for ways to expand the use of these services. The 1937 
Benchmark Alternative Benefits plan includes these supports. 
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 Family Care Enrollment Cap 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Family Care/ IRIS/ PACE/ Family Care Partnership 

Projected Savings: $105.9 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: July 1, 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: 2011-13 State Budget and Amendment to Current 1115 Waiver 

Description: 
 
The Department, effective July 1, 2011, capped enrollment in Family Care and its related programs (the 
Family Care Partnership Program, the Program for All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE), and the 
Include, Respect, I Self-Direct (IRIS) program) and stopped planned expansion into additional counties. 
 

• Authorized in 1998, Family Care provides long-term care services for adult Medicaid eligible individuals 
who are frail elders, people with physical disabilities and people with developmental disabilities.  As of 
July 1, 2011, approximately 43,500 individuals were enrolled in Family Care and its related programs 
on a statewide basis. 
 

• Between 2005 and 2010, the Family Care program expanded from 5 to 53 counties.  In this same time 
period, program expenditures increased from $248.4 million All Funds (AF) in FY 2005-06 to $936.4 
million AF in FY 2009-10. 
 

• The rapid growth in the program, concerns about Managed Care Organizations (MCO) and provider 
solvency, and the  accelerated growth rate of the frail elder population, resulted in the Legislative Audit 
Committee authorizing an audit of the Family Care program in June of 2010. This was the first full 
review of the program by the nonpartisan Legislative Audit Bureau (LAB) since the program started in 
1998. 
 

• In April 2011, the LAB concluded its review of the program, and required the Department of Health 
Services to report back on a number of issues.  
 

• While the Audit identified a number of program and budget concerns with Family Care, the larger 
issues of cost-effectiveness and fiscal sustainability were not explicitly addressed in the audit. 
 

• The Department is completing a comprehensive review of the Family Care program in order to 
identify necessary changes to the system of long-term care which will allow the state to remove 
the enrollment caps and allow for planned program expansion to additional counties. 
 

• The Legislature provided $25.2 million AF over the biennium for emergency enrollment for 
people with an urgent need for long-term support services so they can receive assistance. 
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Effect of this change: 
 

• As of July 1, 2011, there were approximately 43,500 people enrolled in Family Care, Family Care 
Partnership, PACE and IRIS.  The enrollment cap creates a maximum number of people who can 
participate in these programs at any given time.  New individuals are enrolled through attrition within 
this maximum enrollment number.  The maximum enrollment will be maintained at 43,500 people until 
the needed program and policies changes can be defined and implemented.  
 

• The enrollment cap allows the Department to evaluate the existing programs in their entirety before 
more people are enrolled and these programs expand to the entire state.  This needed review, sparked 
by the Audit, will lead to policies and budget decisions that strengthen these programs, ensure that care 
is being coordinated in an efficient and cost-effective manner, and create new opportunities for people 
to live in community settings. 
 

• The review of the program will focus on developing new opportunities for individuals to direct their own 
long-term care.  While people may need assistance in their day-today activities, they should have the 
support and resources to live their own lives in their own communities. 
 

• In a series of Town Hall meetings held before the enactment of the state budget, the Secretary and 
Deputy Secretary of the Department heard from consumers, providers, advocates and stakeholders on 
their concerns with these programs, as well as their ideas to improve the delivery of service and lower 
costs.  The Department has compiled input from these meetings, published them online, and is using 
this input as part of the Department’s overall efforts to increase quality, improve health outcomes and 
control costs. 
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Healthy Birth Outcome Medical Home for Pregnant Women 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Pregnant Women in Fee-for-service Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $900,000 GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment 

Description: 
The Department will submit a state plan amendment to create a medical home for pregnant women on 
fee-for-service Medicaid. The medical home will coordinate care for the pregnant mother and her baby 
to ensure a healthy pregnancy.   

• Currently, approximately 10,000 mothers in fee-for-service give birth annually.  
• Since these mothers are in fee-for-service, their care is not being coordinated or monitored as well as it 

could be. The lack of coordination can lead to poor health outcomes for a mother and her baby as well 
as premature births. The result is an increase in cost to Medicaid and additional health issues for both a 
mother and her baby.   

• The Department’s proposal would create a medical home to coordinate care with the goal of improving 
health outcomes.  

• Focused on a specific population or condition, medical homes provide coordination of care to meet the 
health needs of the individual. In addition, medical homes allow the Department to better monitor the 
quality of the care provided to ensure that the benefits and services provided meet the individual needs 
of the person.  

 
Effect of this change: 

• Medical homes are a key part of the Department’s overall goal of changing Medicaid’s service delivery 
and reimbursement structure from a volume based system to one based on value and positive health 
outcomes. 

• Medical homes allow for care coordination that is specific to an individual’s needs. Under the 
Department’s proposal, a mother and her baby will have an individual benefit plan to ensure that 
prenatal services are coordinated to improve the health outcomes of the mother and her baby. 

• This proposal is part of the Department’s overall goal of improving overall birth outcomes and lowering 
the incidence of infant mortality in the state.  

• According to the Department’s May 2011 report Wisconsin Births and Infant Deaths 2009:  
o 426 infants under the age of one year died in 2009. The 2009 infant mortality rate was 6.0 infant 

deaths per 1,000 live births, compared to 7.0 in 2008 and 6.7 in 1999. The 2006 U.S. infant 
mortality rate (the latest available) was 6.7 infant deaths per 1,000 live births.  

o Broken down by ethnicity, the black/African American infant mortality rate for 2009 was 14.3 
deaths per 1,000 births to black/African American women, compared to 13.8 in 2008 and 14.9 in 
1999. The 2009 white infant mortality rate was 4.9 deaths per 1,000 births to white women, 
compared to 5.9 in 2008 and 5.7 in 1999. The Hispanic/Latino infant mortality rate for 2009 was 
5.5 deaths per 1,000 births to Hispanic/Latina women, compared to 7.0 in 2008 and 7.7 in 1999.  

• The Department’s proposed medical home for pregnant women is aimed at helping mother and baby 
have a healthy pregnancy and birth. This will help lower the incidence of infant mortality and build 
strong, healthy families. 
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Long-Term Care Pilot Program – Virtual PACE 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: People with Medicaid and Medicare eligibility or “dual eligibles” 

Projected Savings: $3.4 million GPR savings 

Proposed Implementation Date: Launch pilots in four regions of the state on July 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Demonstration Project 

Description: 
 
In Wisconsin, roughly 120,000 Medicaid enrollees are also enrolled in Medicare and are known as “dual 
eligible” members. Currently, the members must navigate a fragmented health care system that limits 
coordination among health providers and increases costs. The Department is developing a new 
program, Virtual PACE, a coordinated care system, for Wisconsin’s dual eligibles who wish to receive 
their services in community settings.  This is accomplished by fully integrating Medicare and Medicaid 
services and funds.  
 

• Under the current PACE structure, care must be provided in an adult day care setting, and only those 
over the age of 55 are eligible. The new Virtual PACE program will serve adults of all ages in more 
counties with greater flexibility in the location of where care is provided. 
 

• The Virtual PACE program will serve approximately 20,000 frail elders and adults with physical or 
developmental disabilities who require a nursing home level of care, and are eligible for both Medicaid 
and Medicare. The existing Family Care Program coordinates members’ primary and acute care 
providers, physician-provided services and inpatient mental health services. This new structure brings 
all health, including hospitalization, behavioral health, palliative care, and long-term care services 
together in a coordinated manner.  This will remove barriers, reduce fragmentation, and produce better 
health and social outcomes for these members while reducing costs. 
 

• Under Virtual PACE, the Department will propose to receive a Medicare payment from the federal 
government for each member. The Department will combine the federal Medicare payment with a 
Medicaid capitation payment to create a single, fully integrated capitation payment to a care coordinator 
(contracted entity) for the provision of preventive, primary, acute, behavioral health, and long-term care 
services.  
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• A large share of costs in Medicare and Medicaid are attributable to services for dual eligible people 
because of their complex primary, acute, behavioral health, palliative care and long-term care needs. 
The integration of these health and long-term care programs provides an opportunity for Wisconsin to 
address these inefficiencies in order to provide coordinated care that will improve people’s health and 
long-term care outcomes.  This will also achieve significant savings for Medicaid and the Medicare.  
 
 

• The current separation of Medicare and Medicaid payment for services and the lack of access to 
coordination creates administrative barriers to the promise of full integration, which prevents the best 
possible member outcomes and limits the most cost-effective use of all funding resources.  41268
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• Virtual PACE is part of the Department’s overall goal of ensuring that long-term care programs in 

Wisconsin meet the needs of the members they serve and are manageable and fiscally sustainable.  
 

• The Department is seeking input of managed care organizations, HMOs, integrated health care 
systems, health care providers, Medicare and Medicaid members and their families and caregivers, and 
other stakeholders as we proceed in designing this program. 
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 Medical Home for Individuals with HIV/AIDS 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Individuals with HIV/AIDS 

Projected Savings:  $200,000 GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will submit a state plan amendment to create a medical home for individuals with HIV 
and AIDS. The medical home will coordinate the individuals care to ensure cost effectiveness while 
improving the overall quality of care. 

 
• 2009 Wisconsin Act 221 requires the Department to develop a proposal to increase Medicaid 

reimbursement to each provider that receives a grant under the statutory provision entitled “Mike 
Johnson Life Care and Early Intervention Services Grants” to certain qualified providers.  

• Part of the requirement of 2009 Act 221 is the development of care coordination for people with 
HIV/AIDS. 

• Because of the complexity of these medical conditions, the lack of care coordination can lead to poor 
health outcomes, resulting in an increased cost to Medicaid and additional physical and mental 
hardship for the individual.   

• The Department’s proposal would create a medical home to meet the Act’s requirement for the 
Department to develop a plan to coordinate care.  

• Focused on a specific population or condition, medical homes focus on coordinating care to meet the 
health needs of the individual. In addition, medical homes allow the Department to better monitor the 
quality of the care provided to ensure that the benefits and services provided meet the individual needs 
of the person.  
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• Medical homes are a key part of the Department’s overall goal of changing Medicaid’s service delivery 
and reimbursement structure from a volume based system to one base on value and health outcomes. 

• Medical homes allow for care coordination that is specific to an individual. Under the Department’s 
proposal, individuals who have HIV/AIDS will have individual benefit plans to ensure that services and 
treatments are coordinated and aimed at improving the health outcome of the individual. 
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Medical Home for Individuals with a Mental Health Diagnosis 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Individuals with a Mental Health Diagnosis 

Projected Savings: $1.5 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medical Home State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will submit a state plan amendment to create a medical home for individuals with a 
mental health diagnosis. The medical home will coordinate the individuals care to ensure cost 
effectiveness while improving the overall quality of care. 
 

 
• Since these individuals are in fee-for-service, their care is not coordinated or monitored. Because of the 

complexity of these individual’s medical condition, the lack of coordination can lead to poor health 
outcomes, resulting in an increase cost to Medicaid and additional physical and mental hardship for the 
individual.   

• The Department’s proposal would create a medical home to coordinate care with the goal of improving 
health outcomes.  

• Focused on a specific population or condition, medical homes focus on coordinating care to meet the 
health needs of the individual. In addition, medical homes allow the Department to better monitor the 
quality of the care provided to ensure that the benefits and services provided meet the individual needs 
of the person. Some proposed services to improve care are peer supports and care extenders such as 
pharmacists. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• Medical homes are a key part of the Department’s overall goal of changing Medicaid’s service delivery 
and reimbursement structure from a volume based system to one base on value and health outcomes. 

• Medical homes allow for care coordination that is specific to an individual. Under the Department’s 
proposal, individuals who have mental health and chronic conditions will have individual benefit plans to 
ensure that both physical and mental treatments are coordinated and aimed at improving the health 
outcome of the individual. 
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Medical Home for Individuals Leaving the Criminal Justice System 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Individuals Leaving the  Correctional System 

Projected Savings: $1.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: July 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medical Home State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will study the feasibility of submitting a state plan amendment to create a medical 
home for individuals who are exiting the criminal justice system. The medical home will coordinate the 
individuals’ care to ensure cost effectiveness while improving the overall quality of care. 

 
• Many individuals leaving correctional facilities and mental health facilities have extensive medical and 

mental health needs. Since a portion of these individuals are in fee-for-service, their care is not 
coordinated or monitored. Because of the complexity of these individuals’ medical condition, the lack of 
coordination can lead to poor health outcomes, resulting in an increased cost to Medicaid and 
additional physical and mental hardship for the individual.   

• The Department’s proposal would create a medical home to coordinate care with the goal of improving 
health outcomes.  

• Focused on a specific population or condition, medical homes provide coordination of care to meet the 
health needs of the individual. In addition, medical homes allow the Department to better monitor the 
quality of the care provided to ensure that the benefits and services provided meet the individual needs 
of the person.  

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• Medical homes are a key part of the Department’s overall goal of changing Medicaid’s service delivery 
and reimbursement structure from a volume based system to one base on value and health outcomes. 

• Medical homes allow for care coordination that is specific to an individual. Under the Department’s 
proposal, individuals who leave the criminal justice system and are eligible for Medicaid will have 
individual benefit plans to ensure that services and treatments are coordinated and aimed at improving 
the health outcomes of the individual. 
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Medical Home for Individuals with Two or More Chronic Conditions 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: Individuals with Two or More Chronic Conditions 

Projected Savings: $1.5 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medical Home State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

Description: 
 
The Department will submit a state plan amendment to create a medical home for individuals with two 
or more chronic conditions. The medical home will coordinate the individuals care to ensure cost 
effectiveness while improving the overall quality of care. 
 

 
• Since these individuals are in fee-for-service, their care is not coordinated or monitored. Because of the 

complexity of these individual’s medical condition, the lack of coordination can lead to poor health 
outcomes, resulting in an increase cost to Medicaid and additional physical and mental hardship for the 
individual.   

• The Department’s proposal would create a medical home to coordinate care with the goal of improving 
health outcomes.  

• Focused on a specific population or condition, medical homes focus on coordinating care to meet the 
health needs of the individual. In addition, medical homes allow the Department to better monitor the 
quality of the care provided to ensure that the benefits and services provided meet the individual needs 
of the person. Some proposed services to improve care are peer supports and care extenders such as 
pharmacists. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• Medical homes are a key part of the Department’s overall goal of changing Medicaid’s service delivery 
and reimbursement structure from a volume based system to one base on value and health outcomes. 

• Medical homes allow for care coordination that is specific to an individual. Under the Department’s 
proposal, individuals who have mental health and chronic conditions will have individual benefit plans to 
ensure that both physical and mental treatments are coordinated and aimed at improving the health 
outcome of the individual. 
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Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Management System 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: 
Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus members, non-emergency medical 
transportation providers (except members in Southeastern Wisconsin, Family 
Care members and members residing in nursing homes) 

Projected Savings: $2 million GPR  

Proposed Implementation Date: July 1, 2011 

Implementation Requirements: Request for Proposals 

Description: 
 
The Department of Health Services, on July 1, 2011, implemented a Transportation Manager for non-
emergency medical transportation (NEMT). Currently more than 40 other states use some type of 
Medicaid transportation management system. 

• Federal rules require that Medicaid members have access to necessary transportation both to and from 
Medicaid covered services. 
 

• The Transportation Manager is responsible for providing transportation to all eligible members. 
Additionally, the Transportation Manager is also responsible for informing and educating members 
regarding the Medicaid transportation program; authorizing services; scheduling, assigning, and 
dispatching trips; establishing and maintaining a transportation database; maintaining a call center; and 
tracking and responding to complaints. 
 

• Medicaid non-emergency medical transportation includes specialized medical vehicles (SMV), wheel-
chair, ramp, or lift-equipped vehicles provided to members with physical or cognitive needs, and 
common carrier services such as public transportation, taxis, volunteer drivers, cars, or members 
driving themselves. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• Previously, 86 different entities manage Medicaid NEMT services in Wisconsin (72 counties, 7 tribes, 

and 7 HMOs in Milwaukee). This fragmentation of management resulted in significant program 
inefficiencies.  

 
• Providing services through a Transportation Manager improves access through better coordination and 

flexibility. The Manager is required to guarantee access to transportation services throughout the state 
and for providing the most appropriate means of transportation for the member.  

 
• Moving to a centralized Transportation Manager for non-emergency medical transportation via a 

statewide contract increases the level of federal match that the State can claim. 
 

• The Transportation Manager is required to collect and report transportation data to the Department of 
Health Services so that analysis can be done on who is currently using services, where service gaps 
exist, what form of common carrier transportation is used most frequently, whether efficiencies in the 
Medicaid transportation system are being maximized, and also allows the Department to conduct 
regular fraud and abuse monitoring activities.  
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 Non-Emergency Medical Transportation  
Management System- Southeast Wisconsin HMO Members 

Category:   Service Delivery Reform 

Focus Area: 
Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus HMO members (except Family Care and 
Nursing Home members) in the following Wisconsin counties: Washington, 
Ozaukee, Milwaukee, Waukesha, Racine, Kenosha. Non-Emergency Medical 
Transportation Providers  

Projected Savings: $3 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: July 1, 2012 

Implementation Requirements: Request for Proposals 

Description: 
The Department successfully implemented a Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Management 
System for Medicaid members statewide in July 1, 2011 and is seeking to expand this to Southeast 
Wisconsin. 

• Federal rules require that Medicaid members have access to necessary transportation both to and from 
Medicaid covered services. 

• Currently more than 40 other states use some type of Medicaid transportation management system. 
• The Transportation Manager will be responsible for providing transportation to all eligible HMO 

Medicaid recipients (except Family Care and Nursing Home members) in the following counties within 
Wisconsin: Washington, Ozaukee, Milwaukee, Waukesha, Racine, Kenosha. 

• Additionally, the Transportation Manager would be responsible for informing and educating members 
regarding the Medicaid transportation program; authorizing services; scheduling, assigning, and 
dispatching trips; establishing and maintaining a transportation database; maintaining a call center; and 
tracking and responding to complaints. 

• Medicaid non-emergency medical transportation includes specialized medical vehicles (SMV), wheel-
chair, ramp, or lift-equipped vehicles provided to members with physical or cognitive needs, and 
common carrier services such as public transportation, taxis, volunteer drivers, cars, or members 
driving themselves. 

Effect of this change: 
• Currently, NEMT for eligible HMO members is managed by a non-synchronized, largely self-regulated, 

multi-vendor (HMO) effort in the following counties within Wisconsin: Washington, Ozaukee, 
Milwaukee, Waukesha, Racine, Kenosha 

• This fragmentation of management results in significant program inefficiencies.  
• Streamlining the entry point for Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus HMO members’ non-emergency 

medical transportation to a single point will increase efficiencies in terms of cost, uniform policies, and 
coordination.  

• Providing services through a Transportation Manager improves access through better coordination and 
flexibility. The Manager would be required to guarantee access to transportation services throughout 
the six counties and for providing the most appropriate means of transportation for the member.  

• Moving to a centralized Transportation Manager for non-emergency medical transportation increases 
the level of federal match that the State can claim. 

• The Transportation Manager would be required to collect and report transportation data to the 
Department so that analysis can be done on who is currently using services, where service gaps exist, 
what form of common carrier transportation is used most frequently, whether efficiencies in the 
Medicaid transportation system are being maximized, and also allowing the Department to conduct 
regular fraud and abuse monitoring activities.  
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 Alternative Benchmark Plan 

Category:   Benefit Reform 

Focus Area: BadgerCare Plus 

Projected Savings: $10.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January 1, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: State Plan Amendment (SPA) Section 1937 

Description: 
 
The Department will enroll children and adults with income above 100% of FPL into the BadgerCare 
Plus Benchmark benefit plan. This initiative is part of the Department’s overall efforts to bring Medicaid 
benefits in line with those in the private sector. 
 

• Currently, the state enrolls approximately 17,000 individuals into a Benchmark plan that was designed 
based on coverage provided under the largest commercial HMO in the state. 

• However, individuals enrolled in the BadgerCare Plus Standard plan receive a more generous benefit 
package with nominal cost to the individual. 

• Compared to coverage offered in the private sector, the BadgerCare Plus Standard plan is a far richer 
benefit than those offered by many in the private sector. 

• Key components of the new BadgerCare Plus alternative plan are: 
o Benefits under the new Benchmark plan would be similar to those in the commercial health 

insurance market. 
o Individuals under 150% FPL would have cost sharing capped at 5% of household income. 
o All non-pregnant individuals above 100% FPL would be enrolled in the Benchmark plan. 
o Children enrolled in the Benchmark plan would continue to have Early Periodic Screening, 

Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) coverage. 
o Children will be in the same coverage as their parents. 

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• The current benefit structure of BadgerCare Plus gives families a better benefit than what is found in 
the commercial insurance market and is not available to other families enrolled in Medicaid. 

• This inequity provides an incentive for individuals and families to not increase their family income. The 
current system forces families to balance extra hours, increased wages or even promotion against 
BadgerCare eligibility.  By simply bringing BadgerCare Plus in line with the private sector, overtime, 
wages and promotions will be viewed not as means of losing BadgerCare eligibility, but as tools to 
improve the lives of their families. 

• This proposal brings government and private sector benefits more in line with each other, and creates 
an incentive for families to move from government health care back into the private, commercial health 
insurance market. 

• With these changes, BadgerCare plus benefits will see similar changes that are common in private 
sector and government employee benefit packages.  

• As a point of comparison, changes to state employee health insurance increased premium contribution 
to 12% of premium, and benefit package changes create an out of pocket maximum of $500 for an 
individual and $1000 for a family. 
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 Maximize Drug Rebate Collections 

Category:   Benefit Reform 

Focus Area: All Medicaid Populations  

Projected Savings: $3.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medicaid Systems Changes 

Description: 
 
The Department will implement system changes to maximize pharmaceutical rebate opportunities for 
the Medicaid program. 
 

• Medicaid programs must provide coverage and reimbursement for drug products manufactured by 
approximately 580 pharmaceutical companies that have entered into a federal rebate agreement with 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).   

• Wisconsin Medicaid is implementing policy changes to maximize drug rebate revenue collections from 
pharmaceutical companies. 

• Wisconsin is implementing system modifications to ensure we collect rebates for all drugs administered 
in physician’s offices. Federal law (2005 DRA) required state Medicaid programs to claim rebates on 
the top 20 physician-administered drugs. Wisconsin will move beyond the top 20 physician-
administered drugs to pursue additional rebate dollars for the Medicaid program.  

• Drug manufacturers will now pay states rebates for drugs dispensed to Medicaid members who receive 
their drug benefit through managed care organizations.  

• In Wisconsin, while most drugs are provided on a fee-for-service basis, drugs are administered by 
managed care organizations for the PACE/Partnership programs. Wisconsin will collect drug rebates 
for enrollees in the PACE/Partnership program which are specialized long term care managed care 
organizations that serve persons who are in Medicaid and Medicare and Medicare Advantage plans. 

• Wisconsin will obtain higher rebate amounts through competitive preferred product pricing from 
selected manufacturers in our diabetic supply program. 

 
Effect of this change: 
 

• These changes do not impact provider reimbursement or access to drugs by members.  
• These changes ensure Wisconsin is collecting dollars from pharmaceutical manufacturers as allowed 

by federal law. Wisconsin will collect rebate dollars for any drug that is covered by the federal drug 
rebate program.  

• Drug rebates are important contributions by pharmaceutical companies to ensure that Medicaid 
programs are able to offer these drug products to its members while maintaining financially solvent 
programs.  
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Wisconsin Pharmacy Quality Collaborative (WPQC) Participation 

Category:   Benefit Reform 

Focus Area: All Medicaid Populations 

Projected Savings: $1.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medicaid Systems Changes 

Description: 
 
The Department will participate in the Wisconsin Pharmacy Quality Collaborative (WPQC) with the goal 
of increasing the number of pharmacists who provide medication therapy management services to 
Medicaid members.  
 

• Currently, pharmacies are reimbursed for the acquisition cost of the medication plus a dispensing fee.  
• This reimbursement system is based on an old model of care delivery, where providers are reimbursed 

on the number of services provided, not on the quality of services offered and the health outcomes of 
these services. 

• Working with stakeholders, the Department is working to reform Medicaid benefit delivery and provider 
payment into new systems based on quality outcomes and value, not volume. 

• Medication therapy management (MTM) creates a partnership between pharmacist, patient and 
physician to better coordinate the delivery of medications. Instead of looking at each prescription 
independently, MTM looks at all of the medications an individual is taking and works to ensure they are 
achieving the desired outcomes, not counteracting each other and leading to poor outcomes.   

• As a member of the WPQC, the Department is working to expand the number of pharmacies who are 
part of this effort. This will broaden and increase the Department’s efforts aimed at improving health 
care outcomes while increasing the coordination of health care benefits. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• The Department’s plan to participate in the WPQC is part of a larger pharmacy reform effort to improve 
health care outcomes while saving money by coordinating prescription care, limiting unnecessary or 
duplicative medications, and improving patient compliance. 

• The Department is working with stakeholders to expand the use of medication therapy management to 
coordinate patients’ medications. This is part of the Department’s overall efforts to expand the use of 
care coordination to improve overall health outcomes. 

• This effort is also part of the Department’s overall goal of increasing the supply of health care providers 
by expanding the use of current providers and providing incentives for them to be “Care Extenders.”    
 

 

41278



2011-2013 MEDICAID EFFICIENCIES 
 

 Asset Test Enhancement  

Category:   Eligibility Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $3.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: System Modifications and Statutory Change 

Description: 
 
The Department will contract with a third-party vendor to obtain additional financial data to 
more accurately determine eligibility for Medicaid.   
 

• Currently, individuals who are elderly, blind or disabled and are applying for Medicaid must 
meet an asset test where they are required to disclose all of their assets. 

• The Department currently verifies self-disclosed assets through paper documentation provided 
by the applicant. The Department lacks the data and technology to cross-check for any un-
disclosed assets electronically, making it possible for assets to be sheltered in order to gain 
eligibility for Medicaid. 

• Through the use of a third party vendor, the Department will have access to more 
comprehensive financial data on people applying to Medicaid. This allows the Department to 
not only determine if the self-disclosure was correct, but to also determine the value of an 
individual’s assets. 

• In addition, the Department will work with Wisconsin financial institutions to provide additional  
data to improve eligibility determination accuracy. 

• The Department is working with stakeholders to ensure the privacy of the data. As with all 
program application information, the Department will strictly adhere to confidentiality 
regulations. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• The Medicaid program is designed to provide health care and long-term care services to those 

who are in financial need.  
• Unfortunately, some estate planners have created a “cottage industry” aimed at sheltering 

assets and income resulting in individuals gaining Medicaid eligibility despite having personal 
resources that should be used to pay for their own long-term care needs. 

• Because of the ever changing world of personal finances, new and creative means of divesting 
income are constantly being developed.  It is imperative for the state, and state taxpayers, that 
the Medicaid program has the tools and technology to identify sheltered assets and divestment 
activity.  

• This provision, working in tandem with divestment reforms, will bring a new level of financial 
integrity to the program, and increase the Department’s overall efforts to identify and prevent 
Medicaid fraud. 
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 Divestment Policy Reforms 

Category:   Eligibility Reform 

Focus Area: Long-Term Care 

Projected Savings: $2.7 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: January, 2012 

Implementation Mechanism: Medicaid System Changes and Administrative Rulemaking 

Description: 
 
The Department will implement a series of systems and policy changes to prevent individuals from 
divesting assets in order to qualify for Medicaid.  
 

• Divestment is the transfer of income, non-exempt assets and homestead property for less than fair 
market value. Divestment can affect the eligibility for Long-Term Care Medicaid.  

• Certain exceptions to the divestment law allow an individual to transfer assets, typically to a family 
member, in order to qualify for long-term care services under Medicaid.  

• Currently, federal law requires that the states implement policies aimed at preventing the divestment of 
assets in order to become eligible for Medicaid. 

• Wisconsin’s divestment policy was updated effective January 2009 to incorporate the changes outlined 
in the Deficit Reduction Act but there continue to be numerous ‘loopholes’ that leave the state at risk for 
people intentionally divesting their personal assets so their health care and long-term care is paid for 
through taxpayer dollars, rather than their own resources. 

• Individuals should use their own resources before asking their neighbors to fund their long-term care 
needs. 

• The following changes to the state’s Medicaid program will tighten divestment policy and limit eligibility 
to those who truly need financial assistance for their health care and long-term care needs: 
 

o Partial Refund Discontinuation – This item would bring the state in line with divestment law by 
requiring individuals to fully refund all assets that have been divested before the Department 
would grant a reduced divestment penalty. Currently, when an individual intentionally divests 
their assets, a penalty period is imposed on the individual. If part of those assets are returned to 
the individual, current practice allows for a reduction in the penalty period based on the amount 
of assets that have been returned.  Because of the way the penalty period runs, this process 
has created an opportunity for an individual to retrieve half of his or her divested assets and only 
receive half of the penalty. The end result is the successful sheltering of half of someone’s 
assets, while he or she becomes eligible for Medicaid. Under this reform, the state would 
require individuals to fully return all assets that have been divested, before the Department 
would reduce the divestment penalty, eliminating a current loophole from the program.  
 

o Revision of Penalty Start Date – This item would allow the state to align a penalty period date 
with the recipient notice date.  Currently, when a person already eligible for Long-Term Care 
Medicaid divests assets, a penalty period begins on the first day of the month the divestment 
occurred. However, a timely notice is required to terminate Medicaid eligibility so the person 
remains eligible until notice can be given. This means the person is not ineligible for Long-Term 
Care Medicaid for the entire penalty period. Doing so would mean that the entire penalty period 
will effectively be served by all Medicaid recipients who divest their assets while on Medicaid.  
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o Mandatory Community Spouse Participation – This item allows the state to deny eligibility 
when a community spouse refuses to participate and provide information on a Medicaid 
application for his or her spouse who is receiving institutional care.  Spousal impoverishment 
laws use the resources of both the institutionalized spouse and community spouse to determine 
eligibility.   When a community spouse refuses to provide information about his or her resources 
it allows those resources to be sheltered which means that Medicaid may end up paying for the 
cost of the spouse in the institution when it should not.  Currently if there is non-cooperation the 
Department tests eligibility as if it were not a spousal impoverishment application for benefits.  
This policy was based on certain provisions of spousal impoverishment law and the right of the 
state to seek some support from the community spouse.  However, a 2007 appellate court 
decision prohibiting such support actions now means that the law needs to be applied 
differently.  Community spouses will now have to cooperate in order for the institutionalized 
spouse’s eligibility to be determined. This policy will ensure that Medicaid truly is a safety net 
only for vulnerable people who do not have the means to provide care for themselves.  The 
Department’s proposal will bring the state more in line with federal requirements. 
 

Effect of this change: 
 

• The Medicaid program is designed to provide health care and long-term care services to those who are 
financially eligible.  

• Unfortunately, some estate planners have created a “cottage industry” aimed at sheltering or using 
assets and income in ways for the individuals to gain Medicaid eligibility despite having personal 
resources to pay for their own long-term care needs. 

• With the ever changing world of personal finances, new and creative means of divesting are constantly 
being developed.  It is imperative for the state, and state taxpayers, that the Medicaid program has the 
tools and technology to identify divestment activity.  

• This reform, working with improvements in asset verification, will bring a new level of program integrity 
to the program, and increase the Department’s overall efforts to identify and prevent Medicaid fraud. 
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 Eligibility Determination Integrity 

Category:   Eligibility Reform 

Focus Area: Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $2.0 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: Fall 2011 

Implementation Mechanism: Medicaid System Changes 

Description: 
 
The Department will implement a series of system changes to increase efficiency and effectiveness of the 
Medicaid eligibility system.  
 

• Currently, the Department utilizes a number of information sources to determine eligibility for Medicaid.   
• Medicaid members have a responsibility to report any changes that might impact their eligibility for 

Medicaid, including increases in income or obtaining health insurance in the commercial insurance 
market. 

• If a person does not voluntarily report the change, the state’s current system maintains an individual’s 
Medicaid eligibility despite the person no longer being eligible for Medicaid.  

• The Department proposes using several data sources to proactively search for changes in a member’s 
income or health insurance status.  

• By updating the state’s ability to cross-check for eligibility, the Department will be able to terminate 
eligibility in “real-time” to people no longer Medicaid eligible. 

• This change will reduce the state’s exposure for risk in having non-eligible people remaining on 
Medicaid and is part of the Department’s overall goal of determining Medicaid eligibility in real-time. 
 

Effect of this change: 
• New technologies provide the Department with opportunities to improve the process of determining 

initial Medicaid eligibility. This is an important step in moving the state toward a real-time eligibility 
system. 

• These same tools are needed to ensure that people who have been determined eligible for Medicaid in 
fact remain eligible. 

• The current system relies heavily on self-reporting.  While this will remain a key component of the 
Department’s eligibility efforts, the ability to cross-check with additional data resources will bring a new 
level of integrity to the Department’s eligibility efforts. 

• The Department’s proposed system changes are an enhancement of the current eligibility process. 
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 Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Waiver Request of  
Eligibility Restrictions Established Under the  

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) 

Category:   Eligibility Reform 

Focus Area: BadgerCare Plus, Medicaid 

Projected Savings: $54.4 million GPR 

Proposed Implementation Date: July 1, 2012 

Implementation Requirements: 2011-13 State Budget, Section 1115 Demonstration Project 

Description: 
 
As required by the 2011-13 state budget, the Department will submit a proposed Demonstration Project 
under section 1115 to waive the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Waiver requirements established under 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). As outlined in the state budget, if the 
Department does not receive approval of the waiver request before December 31, 2011, the Department 
is required to reduce income eligibility for non-disabled, non-pregnant adults to 133% of the Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL), as allowed under federal law. Based on August 2011 caseloads, PPACA 
authorizes the state to dis-enroll 53,161 individuals (47,125 BadgerCare Plus parents and 6,036 
BadgerCare Plus Core enrollees). 
 

• First, as part of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) and then PPACA, states are 
prohibited from making changes to eligibility standards, methodologies or procedures that are more 
restrictive than the standards, methodologies or procedures that were in place on March 23, 2010 
(enactment date of PPACA). 
 

• The PPACA does allow states who are in an economic emergency to unilaterally lower eligibility for 
non-disabled, non-pregnant adults to 133% FPL.  
 

• While the state does have this option, the budget directs the Department to request a waiver of the 
MOE requirements to implement a series of eligibility changes in order to avoid making these federally 
allowed reductions.   
 

• A key theme of the MOE waiver is re-establishing Medicaid as a safety-net for those low-income 
families who do not have access to private health insurance offered through employers and the 
individual market. 
 

• The individual components of the MOE waiver are as follows: 
 

o Eligibility Standardization – This item would allow the state to restrict eligibility for Medicaid 
for people under the following scenarios: 
 Individuals/families are not eligible if they have access to employer-based health 

insurance and the employee contribution of the premium is less than 9.5% of household 
income. 

 Individuals/families are not eligible if they are currently covered under an major 
insurance policy when the household contribution to the premium is less than 9.5% of 41283
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household income. 
 The PPACA establishes the definition of affordable health care to be 9.5% of household 

income.  This provision would mirror the definition found in PPACA and allow the state to 
use it in determining eligibility for Medicaid. 
 

o Failure to Pay Reforms – This item would allow the state to restrict eligibility to Medicaid for 
twelve months for anyone who refuses to pay a BadgerCare Plus premium or who has been 
terminated from the program for failure to pay a premium.  
 

o Income Determination Update – This item would allow the state to include the income of all 
adults living in the same household, except grandparents, in determining Medicaid eligibility. 
The current income determination does not properly reflect the composition of today’s 
households and will ensure that the true composition of the household income is used when 
determining eligibility. 

 
o Retroactive Eligibility – This provision would allow the state to end the current practice of 

allowing people to receive BadgerCare Plus coverage for services provided up to three months 
before they applied for the program.  This provision is a sharp contrast between the health 
insurance plans in the private sector and BadgerCare Plus. The elimination of this provision will 
bring equity to BadgerCare Plus and the private health insurance market. 
 

o Premium Reforms – This item would allow the state flexibility to increase premiums up to 5% 
of family incomes for families with incomes above 150%. This reform will reduce the financial 
differences between government coverage and private coverage.  
 

o Presumptive Eligibility -   Wisconsin is one of a number of states with a robust online eligibility 
system, allowing people to enroll in Medicaid online. Using this existing system as a foundation, 
the Department is working to develop real-time eligibility, eliminating the need for presumptive 
eligibility. Presumptive eligibility is a relic of the arcane eligibility system that allows states to 
take up to 45 days to determine eligibility. This puts the state at risk of paying health claims on 
behalf of individuals not truly eligible for the program.  When real-time eligibility is implemented, 
this item would allow the state to end the practice of presuming for up to three months that the 
person is eligible for Medicaid despite not fully completing the eligibility process.   
 

o Streamlined Eligibility Termination Process – This provision would allow the state to 
terminate eligibility closer in time to the actual date of a recipient becoming ineligible. The 
current practice continues coverage until the end of the month in which eligibility is lost.  It is a 
relic of older claims systems and can be modernized. Technology allows the state to take action 
sooner on terminated cases, resulting in cost savings and removal of disqualified people from 
the program. 
 

o Young Adult Eligibility Restrictions– This provision will allow the state to require young adults 
between the ages of 19-26 to be covered under their parent’s health insurance plan, not 
BadgerCare Plus. State and federal law changes have expanded mandates on private health 
insurers to cover adult children up to 26, greatly expanding access to coverage to young adults. 
Despite this change, current policy allows these individuals to gain coverage through Medicaid. 
By coordinating benefits, young adults can remain on their parent’s health insurance, thereby 
increasing the number of healthy, low-risk individuals in private health insurance pools and 
lowering the numbers of people who depend on Medicaid.  
 

o State Residency Requirements – This provision would allow the state to deny eligibility if an 
applicant or recipient fails to verify physical residence in Wisconsin. As a program supported 
with state and federal dollars, this provision ensures that Wisconsin taxpayers are supporting 
Wisconsin residents and not families living in neighboring states. 
 

o Transitional Medical Assistance (TMA) Discontinuation – This provision would eliminate the 
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Transitional Medical Assistance group that was supposed to be a temporary program. Originally 
created as a one-time program, TMA allowed individuals previously on the cash-welfare system 
to increase their income above 100% of FPL and keep their MA benefits for up to one year.  
This was to help families transition off of the cash-welfare system into the new system (called 
Welfare to Work or W-2 in Wisconsin). Currently, the state allows Medicaid coverage to 
continue even if an individual’s income increases to more than 200% of FPL. This system 
creates inequities in Medicaid eligibility. People, through TMA, have the ability to have incomes 
above 200% FPL and remain on Medicaid, while families who are not part of the TMA program 
are dropped from Medicaid when incomes rise above 200%.  In addition to equity, this MOE 
proposal removes a disincentive to work by treating all income equally. Although the separate 
eligibility group is to be eliminated most individuals will still be eligible through other Medicaid 
plans. 

Effect of this change: 
 

• Wisconsin is one of a number of states struggling to balance its state budget. The impact of the 
recession, compounded with poor job and economic numbers in the past years, has forced states to 
tighten their belts and find efficiencies in their programs. 
 

• A vital component for states in balancing their budgets is flexibility. However, the mandates under 
PPACA set arbitrary restrictions on how states manage their Medicaid programs. As a result, states are 
being forced to make reductions in other state programs to pay for the federal mandates imposed by 
PPACA. 
 

• A key point is that these changes can be done while preserving the safety-net for those vulnerable 
Wisconsin residents and families who are in need of services. In fact, these reforms will stabilize 
Medicaid and ensure it is a viable service for those well into the future.  
 

• These proposals are also focused on bringing equity between government paid health care programs 
and private health insurance. Policy decisions by states and the federal government have created a 
culture where family economic decisions are not based on what is best for their family’s future, but what 
will keep them on government programs.  This mentality is hindering our ability to grow jobs while 
expanding government spending. 
 

• Many of these proposals are also aimed at making private insurance more affordable by expanding the 
number of healthy, low-risk individuals enrolled in private health insurance. Government policies aimed 
at bringing low-cost, low-risk individuals like children into government programs has created insurance 
pools that are older and sicker. Instead of having a strong cross-section of people purchasing health 
insurance, these private plans are forced to increase rates, making health insurance more expensive 
and making government’s subsidized health plans a more attractive choice. 
 

• Cost-sharing proposals, some of which are consistent with definitions within PPACA, will give families 
more incentive to remain in the private health insurance market. At that point, economic and career 
decisions can be focused on what is best for the future of the family, not what will keep me on a 
government program. 
 

• Many of these reforms are also aimed at bringing Medicaid into the 21st century.  Maintaining 17-year 
old eligibility standards based off of an eliminated program has created inequities in Medicaid eligibility. 
In addition, technology has given Wisconsin the ability to act quicker in eligibility determination. These 
provisions will save taxpayer resources while modernizing Medicaid for the future.  
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Winning the Battle, Losing the War on Voter ID? 
By Jake Grovum, Stateline Staff Writer

Voter ID opponents have won high-profile court battles, but may be losing
ground on the longer-term legal fight against the laws. 
Full Story

Supreme Court Considers Competency in Death Penalty Cases 
By Maggie Clark, Stateline Staff Writer

The U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday heard arguments from Ohio and Arizona
that federal judges should not be allowed to indefinitely stay a death sentence
even if there are questions about an inmate’s mental competency.
Full Story

Best of #StateReads: “State Faces Major Doctor Shortage” 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

This week’s collection of #StateReads examines a “critical doctor shortage” in
Georgia, a massive backlog of unemployment claims in New Jersey and Idaho’s
costly, unused governor’s mansion.
Full Story

 

Ready for Election Day?
Ballot measures, legislative races, voting

laws, governors' races. As November

approaches, Stateline has you covered with

the latest election news. Read our coverage

.
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US: ‘Fiscal cliff’ fight already a drag on U.S. economy
The ‘fiscal cliff’ looming at the start of 2013 could throw the U.S. economy into
recession, but some see signs it’s already affecting the economy.
Full Story washingtontimes.com

CA: California’s dueling tax hikes: ‘Nightmare’ ahead?
Voters will weigh in on tax hike proposals on the ballot this November, but
some see trouble ahead no matter the outcome.
Full Story csmonitor.com

OH: Husted appeals to high court about early voting
The fight over early voting in Ohio could be headed to the Supreme Court.
Full Story cincinnati.com

US: Insurers get ready for exchanges, but exchanges may not be
ready for them
States are all over the map on preparations for health insurance exchanges
under the federal health care law.
Full Story kaiserhealthnews.org

US: Lawmakers focus on small drugmakers as meningitis death toll
rises
The outbreak has focused scrutiny on drug compounding companies.
Full Story nytimes.com

MA: Regulator has link to firm implicated in outbreak
An official charged with oversight of the compounding clinic at the center of the
recent meningitis outbreak has ties to the company.
Full Story boston.com

US: One man guides the fight against gay marriage
A look at the man leading the charges against gay marriage in states around the
country.
Full Story nytimes.com
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US: Supreme Court: If affirmative action is banned, what happens at
colleges?
The Supreme Court hears arguments today in a case over affirmative action,
and some wonder what might happen if the system is struck down entirely.
Full Story csmonitor.com

IL: More than $2m in unemployment benefits went to inmates
An investigation found inmates benefited from the safety net program.
Full Story chicagotribune.com

MD: Maryland casino referendum campaign breaks spending
records
A new round of spending by Penn National Gaming and MGM Resorts
International has pushed the ad war in the referendum over expanded
gambling into record territory, eclipsing the $34 million raised for the 2006
governor's race. 
Full Story baltimoresun.com
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Wisconsin
State's Pension is Strongest in Nation

The Pew Center on the States found that only Wisconsin out of the 50 states has

enough money set aside to meet its current pension obligations. Wisconsin got those

high marks for its pension funding for fiscal year 2010 -- before Gov. Scott Walker

required public employees to contribute more for their pension and work longer hours

and more years to qualify for one.
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Recent cutbacks in daily print schedules will
leave communities less informed.

3. Governments Discover Need for
Mental Health First Aid
Mental disorders are more common than heart
disease and cancer combined -- one reason
states and localities are teaching their
employees how to recognize the signs of mental
health problems and how to help.

WHO SAID THAT?

 There are some people
who will never, ever accept it
[diversity]. But they're dying
out."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

$18,667
The amount the District of Columbia spent, which

is the most in the country, per pupil for

elementary-secondary education in fiscal year

2010. View detailed figures for each state.

More Digits

Sponsor: Cisco

Enable employees, citizens, and partners to work their

way on any device, anywhere while still affording IT the

controls to contain costs, ensure security and capacity,

and prevent data loss. Simply, securely connected—the

Cisco BYOD solution. Learn More.

FROM THE BLOGS

How Do Americans Spend Their Time?
See how much time Americans work, relax or engage in other activities in an
interactive chart with Labor Department data released Friday.

By the Numbers | Read more

Feds Announce Latest TIGER Grants for Transportation,
Transit Projects
Forty-seven projects across all modes awarded nearly $500 million.

FedWatch | Read more

D.C., West Virginia, North Dakota Record Largest Education
Spending Increases
New data shows education spending and revenues per pupil for each state.

By the Numbers | Read more

Governments and the Hail Mary Pass
Good management is a four-quarter commitment, not a last-ditch effort.

Public Great | Read more

Our Brewing Federal Fiscal Calamity
We can’t keep borrowing to pay for the basic operating costs of government.

Bring on the Funk | Read more
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From: James Carville
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: wonder boy
Date: Monday, August 27, 2012 10:15:59 AM

Tonda --

Want to know why Romney put his money on the right-wing wonder
boy, Paul Ryan, as his VP candidate?

You’re going to see this week. When Ryan gives his big Convention
speech and starts railing against Obamacare, those Tea Party fanatics
are going to be leaping off their backsides to donate whatever they’ve
got to defeat the President.

There's no way around it -- combine all this Tea Party money with all
that Koch Brothers’ Super PAC cash, and we’re in danger of letting this
thing get out of hand.

We've gotta close the gap and fight back before it’s too late.

Chip in $3 or whatever you can muster to back up President
Obama with a Democratic majority >>

Now, we’re coming down to the home stretch - the election is only a couple months out. I don't
want that feeling in my gut after it's over where I wish we’d done more.

So I need y’all with me right now. Step up, hit ‘em where it counts, and send these guys
packing once and for all:

http://dccc.org/Send-em-Packing

C’mon now!

James

 

41292

http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f358/1b47cd4e/1eba15c4/4e0c080d/984027211/VEsH/
mailto:dccc@dccc.org
mailto:Tonda.Fisher@gov.ok.gov
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f358/1b47cd4e/1eba15c4/4e0c080d/984027211/VEsE/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f358/1b47cd4e/1eba15c4/4e0c080d/984027211/VEsE/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f358/1b47cd4e/1eba15c4/4e0c080d/984027211/VEsF/


Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: Cody Inman
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Would you like something about SQ 756
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:47:28 PM

To be included in the PPACA letter?
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom  Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark (arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Tipps (Beth.Tipps@tn.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkan .schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann brandymarty0 an McManus  Nutt carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David Perry (david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ; Deborah.Gramiccioni@gov.state.nj.us; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emain ; griffin ; jabot jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon (johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carm  Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgro dsay Russell; macar Marie Sanderson Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard Rebekah Mason (rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov);

rebmyers@state.pa ; Richard Bark (rbark@az.gov); rob.jakubik Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Russ Kelly (russ.kelly@alaska.gov); Ryan Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth  (wags@la. ins@gov.idah ; To ; travisrichmo yler Yingling; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); Wendy Riemann (Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)
Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: WSJ Editorial: The Reform Republicans
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 8:26:49 AM

ICYMI:  WSJ Editorial, The Reform Republicans

 

 
“…[I]f voters want the status quo, they can vote for Pelosi Democrats. The country wants leaders who are
willing to risk their popularity to address America's serious problems. The Ryan budget is a worthy marker.”
 

The Reform Republicans
 
The introduction of Paul Ryan's House fiscal 2013 budget yesterday is an important political moment even if it
has no chance of becoming law this year. It shows that the reform wing of the Republican Party is alive and
well, one year after Democrats and the press corps had called Mr. Ryan's fiscal 2012 budget political suicide.
 
Perhaps you remember the TV spot in which Democrats had an actor resembling Mr. Ryan dump grandma in a
wheel chair off a cliff. Democrats chortled that the Budget Chairman's Medicare reform would help them
retake the House in 2012, and President Obama chipped in by trashing Mr. Ryan as he sat in the front row as a
White House-invited guest to a speech at George Washington University.
 
But a funny thing happened on the way to oblivion. Mr. Ryan survived. GOP candidates in special elections beat
back the Mediscare onslaught. Slowly, the causes of entitlement and tax reform have advanced, picking up
converts and forcing GOP Presidential candidates to embrace them at least in part.
 
Far from retreating on Medicare, Mr. Ryan once more leads the charge by re-proposing his "premium support"
reform. The plan would offer seniors a fixed payment to buy insurance from a government-approved list of
vendors. So, for example, a retiree stepping down from a private business with insurance from Aetna would be
able to slide smoothly to an Aetna Medicare policy.
 
Mr. Ryan's concession this year is that his formula for increasing the support payment over time would be
more generous. And as part of his compromise with Oregon Democrat Ron Wyden, Mr. Ryan would allow
seniors to stay on fee-for-service Medicare if they prefer. The policy bet is that seniors will migrate en masse to
private plans over time given the right incentives. The compromise is an easier sell politically, though it means
reform (and thus any savings) would be more gradual.
 
The White House in its re-election bunker claims that all of this will "destroy Medicare as we know it," but in
fact it is the only reform that will prevent Medicare from destroying itself. Mr. Obama's demagoguery on this
subject is his Presidency at its most cynical.
 
The Ryan budget also stakes out clear policy differences with the President on taxes and spending. Mr. Ryan's
proposal would reduce spending over a decade by some $5 trillion. Mr. Obama's would increase spending by
$1.5 trillion above the current budget baseline. Spending as a share of GDP never falls below 23% under Mr.
Obama but slows to 20% of GDP under Mr. Ryan.
 
Mr. Obama's budget contains $1.9 trillion in tax increases over the next decade and raises income, dividend
and capital gains tax rates. The Ryan budget outlines an ambitious tax reform, collapsing today's six rates to
two—25% and 10%—while retaining the 15% tax rates on capital gains and dividends and eliminating
inefficient tax deductions and credits. He gets the corporate tax down to 25%, roughly the international
average, and below the 28% rate Mr. Obama suggests. The Ryan plan isn't a pure flat tax, but it takes the IRS
code a giant stride in that direction and creates a tax system far more conducive to faster job creation and
greater investment.
 
The House Republican budget includes a host of other major reforms, notably block-granting Medicaid, food
stamps and dozens of other welfare programs to states. Republican Governors have told the White House and
Congress that this is a deal they would readily take: less money but more discretion and fewer federal rules.
 
This is crucial to balancing the budget. Medicaid is expected to cost $804 billion by 2019, more than double
the $379 billion in 2009. Because of Medicaid's rationing through price controls, it also provides a low level of
care. Mr. Ryan notes that "by some measures, such as in-hospital death rates following major surgeries,
Medicaid patients fared even worse than the uninsured." ObamaCare would put some 15 million more
Americans on Medicaid.
 
One complaint about Mr. Ryan's budget, especially from conservatives, is that it won't balance the budget
within 10 years. But the most important goal is to get the deficit down to a manageable level of GDP. The Ryan
budget gets the deficit down to 3% of GDP by 2015, a gigantic improvement over the roughly 9% average in
Mr. Obama's four years. With pro-growth tax and budget reforms, the economy will grow much faster and the
budget could well be balanced sooner than even Mr. Ryan predicts.
 
Details aside, the Ryan budget shows a House majority that realizes it has an obligation to reform the listing,
unaffordable entitlement state. The GOP's reform impulse withered under George W. Bush and Tom DeLay,
but it has seen a revival with Governors like Mitch Daniels (Indiana), Scott Walker (Wisconsin), John Kasich
(Ohio), Sam Brownback (Kansas) and Bobby Jindal (Louisiana)
 
Many Republicans are still afraid and would prefer to dodge these great debates. But if voters want the status
quo, they can vote for Pelosi Democrats. The country wants leaders who are willing to risk their popularity to
address America's serious problems. The Ryan budget is a worthy marker.
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom  Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark (arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Tipps (Beth.Tipps@tn.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkan .schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann brandymarty0 an McManus  Nutt carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David Perry (david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ; Deborah.Gramiccioni@gov.state.nj.us; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emain ; griffin ; jabot jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon (johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carm  Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgro dsay Russell; macar Marie Sanderson Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard Rebekah Mason (rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov);
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ICYMI:  WSJ Editorial, The Reform Republicans

 

 
“…[I]f voters want the status quo, they can vote for Pelosi Democrats. The country wants leaders who are
willing to risk their popularity to address America's serious problems. The Ryan budget is a worthy marker.”
 

The Reform Republicans
 
The introduction of Paul Ryan's House fiscal 2013 budget yesterday is an important political moment even if it
has no chance of becoming law this year. It shows that the reform wing of the Republican Party is alive and
well, one year after Democrats and the press corps had called Mr. Ryan's fiscal 2012 budget political suicide.
 
Perhaps you remember the TV spot in which Democrats had an actor resembling Mr. Ryan dump grandma in a
wheel chair off a cliff. Democrats chortled that the Budget Chairman's Medicare reform would help them
retake the House in 2012, and President Obama chipped in by trashing Mr. Ryan as he sat in the front row as a
White House-invited guest to a speech at George Washington University.
 
But a funny thing happened on the way to oblivion. Mr. Ryan survived. GOP candidates in special elections beat
back the Mediscare onslaught. Slowly, the causes of entitlement and tax reform have advanced, picking up
converts and forcing GOP Presidential candidates to embrace them at least in part.
 
Far from retreating on Medicare, Mr. Ryan once more leads the charge by re-proposing his "premium support"
reform. The plan would offer seniors a fixed payment to buy insurance from a government-approved list of
vendors. So, for example, a retiree stepping down from a private business with insurance from Aetna would be
able to slide smoothly to an Aetna Medicare policy.
 
Mr. Ryan's concession this year is that his formula for increasing the support payment over time would be
more generous. And as part of his compromise with Oregon Democrat Ron Wyden, Mr. Ryan would allow
seniors to stay on fee-for-service Medicare if they prefer. The policy bet is that seniors will migrate en masse to
private plans over time given the right incentives. The compromise is an easier sell politically, though it means
reform (and thus any savings) would be more gradual.
 
The White House in its re-election bunker claims that all of this will "destroy Medicare as we know it," but in
fact it is the only reform that will prevent Medicare from destroying itself. Mr. Obama's demagoguery on this
subject is his Presidency at its most cynical.
 
The Ryan budget also stakes out clear policy differences with the President on taxes and spending. Mr. Ryan's
proposal would reduce spending over a decade by some $5 trillion. Mr. Obama's would increase spending by
$1.5 trillion above the current budget baseline. Spending as a share of GDP never falls below 23% under Mr.
Obama but slows to 20% of GDP under Mr. Ryan.
 
Mr. Obama's budget contains $1.9 trillion in tax increases over the next decade and raises income, dividend
and capital gains tax rates. The Ryan budget outlines an ambitious tax reform, collapsing today's six rates to
two—25% and 10%—while retaining the 15% tax rates on capital gains and dividends and eliminating
inefficient tax deductions and credits. He gets the corporate tax down to 25%, roughly the international
average, and below the 28% rate Mr. Obama suggests. The Ryan plan isn't a pure flat tax, but it takes the IRS
code a giant stride in that direction and creates a tax system far more conducive to faster job creation and
greater investment.
 
The House Republican budget includes a host of other major reforms, notably block-granting Medicaid, food
stamps and dozens of other welfare programs to states. Republican Governors have told the White House and
Congress that this is a deal they would readily take: less money but more discretion and fewer federal rules.
 
This is crucial to balancing the budget. Medicaid is expected to cost $804 billion by 2019, more than double
the $379 billion in 2009. Because of Medicaid's rationing through price controls, it also provides a low level of
care. Mr. Ryan notes that "by some measures, such as in-hospital death rates following major surgeries,
Medicaid patients fared even worse than the uninsured." ObamaCare would put some 15 million more
Americans on Medicaid.
 
One complaint about Mr. Ryan's budget, especially from conservatives, is that it won't balance the budget
within 10 years. But the most important goal is to get the deficit down to a manageable level of GDP. The Ryan
budget gets the deficit down to 3% of GDP by 2015, a gigantic improvement over the roughly 9% average in
Mr. Obama's four years. With pro-growth tax and budget reforms, the economy will grow much faster and the
budget could well be balanced sooner than even Mr. Ryan predicts.
 
Details aside, the Ryan budget shows a House majority that realizes it has an obligation to reform the listing,
unaffordable entitlement state. The GOP's reform impulse withered under George W. Bush and Tom DeLay,
but it has seen a revival with Governors like Mitch Daniels (Indiana), Scott Walker (Wisconsin), John Kasich
(Ohio), Sam Brownback (Kansas) and Bobby Jindal (Louisiana)
 
Many Republicans are still afraid and would prefer to dodge these great debates. But if voters want the status
quo, they can vote for Pelosi Democrats. The country wants leaders who are willing to risk their popularity to
address America's serious problems. The Ryan budget is a worthy marker.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Gerszewski; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Subject: WSJ oped on exchanges
Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 9:54:00 AM

 
ObamaCare Opt Out
 
It's not often that states turn their back on money from Washington, but at least two states may say
no thanks to federal grants to implement the new federal health-care law.
 
In February the federal Department of Health and Human Services selected seven states to get $240
million in demonstration grants this year to kick start the health-care plan. But Oklahoma Governor
Mary Fallin announced last week that the Sooner State will decline $54.6 million from the feds to
establish new insurance exchanges.
 
And as early as this week the New Hampshire state house is expected to pass a bill rejecting
$666,000 the feds bequeathed to that state to start up exchanges. Two other grant recipients—
Kansas and Wisconsin—may also turn down the funds as well as request Medicaid waivers to design
their own health-care law for low-income residents.
 
Oklahoma faces a $500 million budget shortfall and at first accepted the federal health dollars. But
Oklahoma citizens approved a ballot initiative last year to block implementation of the new law and
its nearly 2,000 pages of rules and mandates. Oklahoma is also among the nearly 30 states that have
filed a lawsuit challenging the law's constitutionality. State officials fear that taking even one dollar
of the money would run the risk of the federal government running health care in Oklahoma.
 
So now the Sooners are devising their own insurance plan to comply with the ObamaCare mandate
that every state create an insurance exchange by 2013. The Oklahoma plan is to create an insurance
"network" that would increase portability of private employer health plans, increase the range of
choices of insurance coverage (including high deductible health-savings account plans), allow
workers and small employers to use pre-tax dollars for health coverage, and subsidize the uninsured
to purchase an insurance plan. "We think that by relying on markets, we can do this at a much lower
cost to the state than the ObamaCare plan," Governor Fallin says.
 
Republicans who control both houses in the New Hampshire legislature have reached the same
conclusion. House Speaker William O'Brien wants to return the federal money to lower the federal
deficit. That's popular in the first Presidential primary state, where polls are finding that voters
disapprove of the law by nearly a two to one margin.
 
Democratic Governor John Lynch who may veto the bill, but the political trend shows that the
President's health reform is not getting any more popular with age, despite Democratic and media
predictions. The states are concluding that the more they get to know about ObamaCare, the less
they think they can afford it.
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______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Reed Downey
To: ;
Subject: WSJ.com - Opinion: Jenkins: ObamaCare-Upheld and Doomed
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 5:00:08 PM

He may have meant: The chief justice's job is to get the court out of the way while the body politic still

remains suspended between recognizing the unsustainabilty of the current welfare model and deciding

what to do about it.

This was always the fatal problem of ObamaCare. Reality could not have instructed President Obama

more plainly: The last thing we needed, in a country staggering under deficits and debt, a sluggish

economy and an unaffordable entitlement structure, was a new Rube Goldberg entitlement. The last

thing we needed was ObamaCare. The nation and the times were asking Mr. Obama to reform health

care, not to double-down on everything wrong with the current system.

Even with this week's Court success, he failed—and it's not as if there wasn't a deep well of policy

understanding in Washington that he could have drawn on to take the country in a better direction.

Regardless of any Supreme Court ruling, reality will pass its own judgment on the Affordable Care
Act and it won't be favorable.
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From: Reed Downey
To: ;
Subject: WSJ.com - Opinion: Kansas Voter Uprising
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 5:30:10 PM

This is also being portrayed as a victory for the religious right, and there's no doubt that social

conservatives are part of Mr. Brownback's coalition. But social conservatives have long battled cultural

liberals for dominance in the Kansas GOP. The difference this time was voter angst, if not anger, over

the limping economy, foot-dragging on tax cuts, and state Senate opposition to a state Health

Freedom Act that rejected ObamaCare.
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(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich
(tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: lanier_swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: WSJ: Congress Finally Earns Its Pay
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 5:59:06 AM

Congress Finally Earns Its Pay
Unlike years past, the budget debates in the House were vigorous and democratic, not stage-
managed by the leadership of the majority party
By Kimberley A. Strassel
WALL STREET JOURNAL
February 18, 2011
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704657704576150673159045188.html
 
Washington and Lincoln—those birthday boys—ought to be smiling.
 
The 112th House of Representatives spent the week debating how to fund the rest of fiscal 2011. In
sharp contrast to his recent predecessors, Speaker John Boehner is sticking to his vow to make the
chamber more open and accountable. His committee chairmen having presented a base spending
bill, Mr. Boehner threw open the floor for full discussion. Some 600 amendments came pouring in.
 
“Chaos,” “a headache,” “turmoil,” “craziness,” “confused,” “wild,” “uncontrolled” are just a few of
the words the Washington press corps has used to describe the ensuing late-night debates. There’s
a far better word for what happened: democracy. It has been eons since the nation’s elected
representatives have had to study harder, debate with such earnestness, or commit themselves so
publicly. Yes, it is messy. Yes, it is unpredictable. But as this Presidents Day approaches, it’s a
fabulous thing to behold.
 
And about time. The Democrats’ style of management—on ObamaCare, cap and trade, financial
regulation, stimulus—was to secretly craft bills and ram through a vote, denying members a chance
to read, to debate, to amend. They learned this from former Majority Leader Tom DeLay, who
infamously micro- managed his GOP majority from 2003-2005. The House had become a place
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where the leadership called all the shots and the majority saluted.
 
But this week the country witnessed the House coming together to argue over and exercise its
foremost responsibility: power over the purse. And from the look of the amendments, both sides
were eager to use that funding authority to put the Obama policy machine on notice.
 
There were amendments to prohibit funds for the mortgage-modification program (Darrell Issa, R.,
Calif.), for wasteful broadband grants (Jim Matheson, D., Utah), for further TSA full-body scanning
machines (Rush Holt, D., N.J.), for the salaries of State Department envoys tasked with shutting
Guantanamo Bay (Tim Huelskamp, R., Kan.). And amendments designed to cut off funding for IRS
agents enforcing ObamaCare.
 
Americans got to see what happens when members of Congress exercise their collective knowledge
of the federal government. Mr. Issa put forward amendments to prohibit the National Institutes of
Health from spending money studying the impact of yoga on hot flashes in menopausal women.
Minnesota Democrat Betty McCollum offered to strike funding for the Department of Defense to
sponsor Nascar race cars. Indiana Republican Todd Rokita proposed getting rid of money provided
for dissertation research under a 1970 Housing Act.
 
Neglected questions were once again asked. Should we get rid of federal funding for the arts?
Should the government be designating federal monuments? What’s the role of NASA? And Congress
finally got to air some dirty secrets.
 
One of this week’s more symbolically rich cuts came from Arizona’s Republican Jeff Flake, who won
an amendment erasing $34 million for the National Drug Intelligence Center in Johnstown, Pa. The
center, despite serving no real purpose, had been protected for decades, via earmarks, by the late
Defense appropriations chair John Murtha.
 
The nation witnessed Democrats—the members not in the majority—offer their own amendments,
a courtesy Speaker Nancy Pelosi never extended. In the main, that meant seeing that nothing much
has changed on that side of the aisle. Most Democratic amendments were to restore funds for even
the most minor GOP cuts. Texas’s Sheila Jackson Lee even went to the mat to continue funding for
those road signs bragging about the stimulus.
 
Remarkably, voters saw Republicans disagree vehemently with each other. Just as remarkably, the
world did not stop spinning. To the contrary, these arguments helped flesh out differences and
proved it is possible for gentlemen to have honest disagreements. Nowhere was this more clear
than in this week’s vote to defund a second (duplicative) engine for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. The
engine is being developed in a town near Mr. Boehner’s Ohio district, and the speaker is a
supporter. Yet 100 Republicans joined 123 Democrats (and Defense Secretary Robert Gates) to
oppose the second engine and save taxpayers $450 million this year and $3 billion in the long-run.
 
Mr. Boehner didn’t have to allow that vote. Mrs. Pelosi wouldn’t have. But in opening the House,
Mr. Boehner has done far more than put reform above his own priorities. This week’s exercise
forced members to read the underlying spending bill; to understand the implications of hundreds of
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amendments; to remain on the floor for debate; and to go on record with votes for which voters will
hold them accountable.
 
Some of these amendments are duplicates. Some weren’t heard. Some failed. Even those that pass
now must survive the Senate. But what isn’t in doubt is that Congress, this week, earned its pay.
Long may that last.
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From: Robby Mook
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: You stepped up
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 5:42:55 PM

Tonda --

When House Republicans decided to repeal Obamacare for the 33rd time this week, you stepped
up. Over the last 48 hours, grassroots supporters like you have donated over half-a-million
dollars to defeat anti-health care Republicans!

Check out what you’ve made possible -- and help us keep up the pressure.

Watch our ads calling out anti-
health care Republicans

Our ads are making news: Check out coverage from CNN,
the New York Times, and more >>

Over 1 million people viewed this
infographic laying out the facts on
Obamacare

Click here to see why >>
Get your own printable fact sheet >>

Nearly 150,000 people claimed their
"I Love Obamacare" sticker

Supplies are running short. Get your FREE sticker today >>

Thanks for everything. More soon...

Robby

Robby Mook
DCCC Executive Director

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.
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http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63ccc3/1b47cd4e/261bc291/4e0c91a7/1261503080/VEsO/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63ccc3/1b47cd4e/261bc291/4e0c91a7/1261503080/VEsP/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63ccc3/1b47cd4e/261bc291/4e0c91a7/1261503080/VEsP/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63ccc3/1b47cd4e/261bc291/4e0c91a7/1261503080/VEsHBQ/


This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | To unsubscribe, click here: http://dccc.org/optout.

Change or update your email address and contact information by clicking here.
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From: Newsmax Magazine
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Your August 2012 Issue Is Enclosed
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:00:39 AM

Newsmax

Dear Newsmax magazine subscriber:

Your August 2012 digital edition of Newsmax is available � Click here
to access it now.

As you know, the digital edition is an exact replica of the print magazine, so
you'll find every feature, article, and column contained in the print edition,
in an easy-to-read, interactive format!

Here are just some of the great features and articles you'll find in this
month's edition:

Donald Trump May Prove to be A Politcal Kingmaker for Mitt
Romney

Mitt, Be Bold On Immigration by Christopher Ruddy

SCOTUS Obamacare Ruling Will Impact Elections

Glenn Beck: Small Business Key to Saving The Economy

Find Order In the Chaos by Ben Stein

Joe Biden Binges On Taxpayers� Tab by Ron Kessler

Camp Teaches Kids About National Security

Corruption Laws Hurting U.S. Businesses

Photo Essay: Islamists Overtaking Turkey

PLUS � Mayors Take Action Against Bloated Pensions . . .
LIGNET: White House Leaks Open Security Concerns . . .
Military Dogs Get Their Due . . . FDA Initiates Crackdown On
Cigars . . . Fix Your Stress . . . Greatest Golf Vacations . . .
Finance, Travel, Science, and much, much more!

Click here to access your digital edition of Newsmax now!

. . . and don't forget to check out some of our other great products:

Dr. Brownstein's Natural Way to Health: 
Breakthrough: Arthritis Can Now Be Reversed
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The Dividend Machine: 
Stock Expert: 10 Stocks Always Make Money

Dr. Crandall's Heart Health Report: 
Cure High Blood Pressure Without Drugs, Doctor Says

Thank you.

Newsmax magazine

This email was sent to scott.mason@gov.ok.gov as part of your paid subscription to Newsmax
magazine. If you wish to cancel your membership, please contact our Customer Service at 1-800-485-
4350 Mon-Fri, 8:30 AM - 7:00 PM EST.

We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.
Please see our Terms of Use.

This email was sent by: 
Newsmax.com 
1501 Northpoint Parkway, Suite 104 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407 USA 

41309

http://w3.newsmax.com/newsletters/tdm/promo14.cfm?s=al&promo_code=F81E-1
http://w3.newsmax.com/newsletters/crandall/hhr1a.cfm?s=al&promo_code=F81E-1
http://subscribers.newsmax.com/?R5xC.bcA0tkAFykbVIO.lNgIQb0SPijIR&http://newsmax.com/PrivacyStatement
http://subscribers.newsmax.com/?RRxC.lca6PQXkSFIQ3OAXNvIQv0nlijIR&http://newsmax.com/TermsConditions


From: Robby Mook
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: your name is missing
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:06:36 PM

Tonda, just wanted to double-check - did you want to add your name telling Barack you
support health care reform before tomorrow’s decision?

Click here to add your name: I Support Obamacare >>

Thanks,

Robby

-----------------Original Message-----------------

From: Mike Ryan
Subject: remember?

On Thursday, the Supreme Court will rule on Health Care Reform.

No matter how they come down, we’ve got to show that we’re behind the President on
this.

If you agree that access to health care should always be a right -- not a privilege -- sign this
petition to stand with President Obama.

Click here to add your name: I Support Obamacare >>

Thanks,

Mike

Mike Ryan
DCCC Policy Director

 

Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | To unsubscribe, click here: http://dccc.org/optout.

Change or update your email address and contact information by clicking here.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Youth Expo and Medicaid Expansion Articles
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 8:07:00 AM

 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_CUTLIN213786
 
State has already given $2.45 million to Oklahoma Youth Expo, records
show
 
Attending a youth livestock show in March 2002 are Ron Norick (left), then-
Gov. Frank Keating, Cathy Keating, Youth Expo supporter Bob Funk and
then-Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin. Oklahoman file
1 / 2Showing image 1 of 2By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
Published: 7/22/2012  2:26 AM
Last Modified: 7/22/2012  7:10 AM
 
The Oklahoma Youth Expo - beneficiary of a planned $2 million state
Agriculture Department donation that has brought controversy - has
previously received $2.45 million from the department since 2002, state
records show.
 
But tax forms filed by the charity earlier this year show expenses for the
Oklahoma Youth Exposition Inc. were $693,866 higher than revenues in the
year that ended May 31, 2011.
 
It was the second time in three years that expenses substantially outpaced
revenue for the event, billed as the largest junior livestock show in the world,
according to the expo's reports to the IRS.
 
The Legislature's general appropriation bill - the $6.8 billion spending
measure that makes up the vast majority of the state budget for the year that
began July 1 - included a $2 million increase for the Agriculture Department.
 
While the bill didn't specify how the increased funding would be used,
legislative leaders and a spokesman for Gov. Mary Fallin have said there was
an informal agreement that the money would go to the expo.
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"The governor was presented with a budget deal that included funding for the
Youth Expo which she agreed to, along with legislative leaders," said Alex
Weintz, spokesman for Fallin. "She supported that funding at the time and
continues to support it."
 
But legislators who were part of the negotiations in the tripartite talks among
the governor's office, the House and the Senate, suggest it was Fallin's people
who were advocating funding for the youth expo.
 
 
Governor's influence
When asked if any legislators were pushing for the money in the talks, Sen.
Clark Jolley, R-Edmond, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee,
said, "No, not really."
 
"It was not a request that originated in the Senate," Jolley said.
 
Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville, chairman of the House Appropriations and
Budget Committee, said he didn't know where the initial push for the $2
million came from. He thinks some House Agriculture Committee members
were aware of the request and supported it, but during the budget negotiations,
there was no question about who was championing the spending.
 
"There is no question in my mind that this request was coming from the
governor's side of the table," Sears said.
 
Rep. Mike Reynolds, R-Oklahoma City, has argued that the funding amounts
to a donation of state money to a private group and is unconstitutional. Last
week, he called on Agriculture Commissioner Jim Reese to block the
spending, but Reese, listed as a member of the expo's board of directors, said
the expenditure will be part of a legal contract between the department and the
expo, and he plans to move ahead with it.
 
Reynolds has suggested that the political influence of the expo's backers has
played a role in the funding.
 
Expo Chairman of the Board Bob Funk contributed approximately $180,700
to candidate and noncandidate committees between 2006 and July 11,
Oklahoma Ethics Commission data show. Most of the money was for
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Republican candidates and causes.
 
Funk contributed $5,000 to Mary Fallin For Governor 2010 on June 30, 2009.
Fallin's campaign made a $1,000 contribution to the Oklahoma Youth Expo.
 
Funk has said it is "asinine" to suggest that his influence had anything to do
with the funding being approved.
 
Funk, Reese and other state leaders have said the expo is an important
program that teaches important values to future state leaders.
 
Reynolds said he is sure the expo does many important things, but he wants
the state constitution's requirements followed strictly.
 
"Since when does the governor, the head of the Department of Agriculture and
the so-called legislative leaders get to reach an 'understanding?' " he asked.
 
The spending doesn't pass the smell test for transparency, he said.
 
If state legislative leaders wanted transparent government, they would have
specified in the general appropriation bill how the money was to be spent.
 
"They would never dream of doing that because they knew the public would
riot over it," Reynolds said.
 
 
$2.45 million
Jolley, chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, said he has concerns about
how to make legislative spending bills more specific.
 
"I actually had this conversation with our fiscal staff the other day ... how are
we going to do this stuff in the future because I don't like how we are doing it
currently," Jolley said. "I don't think we're putting nearly enough legislative
direction as to where these monies will be spent."
 
But legislative specificity in spending bills can be tricky business, he said.
 
Some years the Legislature has limited how money can be spent and other
years it has not. Both methods have their potential problems, he said. If the
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Legislature specifies spending, the state constitution gives the governor the
opportunity to veto the line item. That means the agency gets the money but
not any direction on how to spend it, he said.
 
Meanwhile, the state Agriculture Department corrected statements from last
week about how much money the youth expo has gotten from its budget in
past years.
 
Last week, an Agriculture Department official said the department's budget
has included $125,000 a year for the expo since 2002.
 
In fact, the agency's payments to the expo have never been $125,000,
according to records released by the department. Between 2002 and 2005, the
amount varied from $50,000 to $55,000. In 2006, the amount was $100,000.
From 2006 to 2010, the amount was $200,000 with an additional $1 million in
2008 for an endowment in memory of the expo's executive director, who died
in a plane crash.
 
In 2011, the amount went down to $167,000, and in 2012, it was $175,000.
 
For the 11-year period, the total was $2.45 million, including the endowment
money.
 
All of the money, including the planned $2 million spending this year, came
from the state's general revenue fund, several officials said.
 
Last week, Reynolds said the money was coming from fees paid to the
Secretary of State's Office, which he said further clouded the legality of the
spending.
 
Sears recalled that during budget talks he said there wasn't enough money in
the state budget for the expo funding. At that point, representatives of the
governor volunteered $1 million from the secretary of state's funds and another
$1 million from the state's unclaimed property fund.
 
The money went into the general fund, and Sears emphasized that the money
could have been used for any of the spending in the state budget. Reynolds
said he still questions the connection of the expo spending and the secretary of
state's funds.
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Financial questions
IRS forms filed by the expo suggest it has struggled at times financially.
 
Expo expenditures exceeded revenues by $693,866, the charity's 2010 IRS
reports show.
 
In 2009, revenues totaled more than $2.1 million and were $453,021 over
reported total expenses, reports for that year show.
 
In 2008, reported expenses were more than $600,000 over total revenue.
 
The Tulsa World put several financial questions drawn from the IRS reports to
expo Executive Director Tyler Norvell.
 
In response to several of the questions - including inquiries of what has
happened to the 2008 endowment money from the state - Norvell said, "We
are in the process of completing an audit, which I expect will be completed in
the next 30 to 60 days. I am still in the assessment phase of all operations and
will have a better grasp of prior year financial reportings once the audit is
completed."
 
Norvell was able to clarify $961,931 in "unsecured notes and loans payable to
unrelated third parties" reported on the most recent IRS form. The liability
represents scholarships accrual for future scholarships to youths, he said.
 
The most recent IRS form shows that Norvell receives no compensation from
the expo but receives $100,000 in reportable compensation from related
organizations.
 
The form - covering the period June 1, 2010, to May 31, 2011 - also says no
paid staff or volunteers attempted to influence state legislation.
 
 
 
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120721_296_0_Lastmo613508
Sunday: State leaders face difficult choice on Medicaid expansion
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By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
Published: 7/21/2012  2:53 PM
Last Modified: 7/21/2012  2:53 PM
 
Last month’s U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the constitutionality of
most of the Affordable Care Act left Gov. Mary Fallin and state lawmakers
with a difficult choice.
While the high court said most of the federal law was constitutional, it struck
down a mandate that states accept expansion of Medicaid coverage to include
families up to 133 percent of the poverty level ($30,657 for a family of four in
2012) or lose previous federal Medicaid funding.
Essentially, the ruling made the Medicaid expansion optional.
Accept the money and thousands of Oklahomans get medical care with the
federal government picking up the lion’s share of the cost.
Refuse it and save the federal and state governments billions and stymie the
progress of an unpopular expansion of federal government.
It’s a highly political decision that forces Fallin and lawmakers to weigh
issues of economics, health care policy and philosophy.
While some other Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid
money, Fallin has put off a policy call on the issue, possibly until after
November’s presidential election or even until next year’s legislative session.
Read pro and con arguments on expanding Medicaid in Sunday's World.
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_Lastmo403242
Medicaid expansion has pros and cons
While it upheld most of the Affordable Care Act, the Supreme Court said the
Medicaid expansion was up to the states.
 
By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
 
Last month's U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the constitutionality of
most of the Affordable Care Act left Gov. Mary Fallin and state lawmakers
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with a difficult choice.
 
While the high court said most of the federal law was constitutional, it struck
down a mandate that states accept expansion of Medicaid coverage to include
families up to 133 percent of the poverty level ($30,657 for a family of four in
2012) or lose previous federal Medicaid funding.
 
Essentially, the ruling made the Medicaid expansion optional.
 
Accept the money and thousands of Oklahomans get medical care with the
federal government picking up the lion's share of the cost.
 
Refuse it and save the federal and state governments billions and stymie the
progress of an unpopular expansion of federal government.
 
It's a highly political decision that forces Fallin and lawmakers to weigh issues
of economics, health-care policy and philosophy.
 
While some Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid money,
Fallin has put off a policy call on the issue, possibly until after November's
election or even until next year's legislative session.
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Jeffrey Cartmell; Tammie Wright; Rebecca Frazier; Maria Maule; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Zeke Campfield re Open Records

Will be in our Large Conference Room reviewing all constituent mail on PPACA. 

41318

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002410
mailto:Jeffrey.Cartmell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Maria.Maule@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Jeffrey Cartmell; Tammie Wright; Rebecca Frazier; Maria Maule; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Zeke Campfield re Open Records
Start: Friday, December 07, 2012 11:00:00 AM
End: Friday, December 07, 2012 1:30:00 PM
Location: Large Conference Room

When: Friday, December 07, 2012 11:00 AM-1:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Large Conference Room 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Will be in our Large Conference Room reviewing all constituent mail on PPACA. 

41319

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002410
mailto:Jeffrey.Cartmell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Maria.Maule@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Zeke Campfield re Open Records

When: Friday, December 07, 2012 11:00 AM-1:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Large Conference Room 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Will be in our Large Conference Room reviewing all constituent mail on PPACA. 
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Jeffrey Cartmell; Tammie Wright; Rebecca Frazier; Maria Maule; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Zeke Campfield re Open Records
Start: Friday, December 07, 2012 11:00:00 AM
End: Friday, December 07, 2012 1:30:00 PM
Location: Large Conference Room

When: Friday, December 07, 2012 11:00 AM-1:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Large Conference Room 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Will be in our Large Conference Room reviewing all constituent mail on PPACA. 
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Zeke Campfield re Open Records

When: Friday, December 07, 2012 11:00 AM-1:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Large Conference Room 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Will be in our Large Conference Room reviewing all constituent mail on PPACA. 
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	(b) Hospital indemnity or other fixed indemnity insurance.
	(5) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following if offered as a separate policy,  certificate or contract of insurance:
	(a) Medicare supplemental health insurance as defined under section 1882(g)(1) of the  Social Security Act;
	(b) Coverage supplemental to the coverage provided under chapter 55 of title 10, United  States Code (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services  (CHAMPUS)); or
	(c) Similar supplemental coverage provided to coverage under a group health plan.
	H. “Health carrier” or “carrier” means an entity subject to the insurance laws and regulations of this state, or subject to the jurisdiction of the commissioner, that contracts or offers to contract to provide, deliver, arrange for, pay for, or reimbu...
	I. "Health reimbursement arrangement" means an employer provided health reimbursement arrangement in which reimbursements for medical care expenses are excluded from an employee's gross income under the Internal Revenue Code
	J. “Qualified employer” means a small employer that elects to make its full-time employees eligible for qualified health plans offered through the Exchange, and at the option of the employer, some or all of its part-time employees, provided that the e...
	(1) Has its principal place of business in this State and elects to provide coverage through  the Exchange to all of its eligible employees, wherever employed; or
	(2) Elects to provide coverage through the Exchange to all of its eligible employees who  are principally employed in this State.
	K. “Qualified health plan” means a health benefit plan offered on the Exchange.
	L. “Qualified individual” means an individual, including a minor, who:
	(1) Is seeking to enroll in a qualified health plan offered to individual employees through the Exchange;
	(2) Resides in this State;
	(3) At the time of enrollment, is not incarcerated, other than incarceration pending the  disposition of charges; and
	(4) Is, and is reasonably expected to be, for the entire period for which enrollment is  sought, a citizen or national of the United States or an alien lawfully present in the United  States.
	M.  "Section 125 Cafeteria plan" means a flexible spending arrangement that qualifies under  Section 125, Internal Revenue Code, which permits an employee to contribute pre-tax  dollars to a health benefit plan.
	N. (1) “Small employer” means an employer as such term is defined in state law, subject to  the requirements of the Federal Act and the Public Health Service Act ("PHSA").
	(2) For purposes of this subsection:
	(a) All persons treated as a single employer under subsection (b), (c), (m) or (o) of section  414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be treated as a single employer;
	(b) An employer and any predecessor employer shall be treated as a single employer;
	(c) Employees shall be counted in accordance with state law;
	(d) If an employer was not in existence throughout the preceding calendar year, the  determination of whether that employer is a small employer shall be based on the average  number of employees that is reasonably expected that employer will employ o...
	(e) An employer that makes enrollment in qualified health plans available to its  employees through the Exchange, and would cease to be a small employer by reason of  an increase in the number of its employees, shall continue to be treated as a small...
	Section 4.  Establishment of Exchange
	1T 0T1T 0T 1T     A.   (1)(a) The Exchange is an agency created within state government.
	1T(b) The Exchange shall create and operate an internet-based portal to facilitate the defined contribution market in accordance with state law and the policies adopted in the plan of operation by the Exchange Board.1T 1T(c) The Exchange shall periodi...
	1T     (2)(a) There is created within the Department of Insurance the “Exchange Board," a  nonprofit entity.
	1T(b) The Board shall establish policy for the defined contribution market by adopting the plan of operation in accordance with state law.  1T 1T(c) The Board of Directors shall consist of:1T 1T(i) the following directors appointed by the governor wit...
	1T(B) one director who represents either an individual employee or employer; and
	1T(C) one director who represents the Exchange;1T 1T(ii) one director representing the public employees’ benefit and insurance program with actuarial experience; and
	1T(iii) the commissioner, or a representative of the commissioner who:
	1T(A) is appointed by the commissioner; and1T 1T(B) has actuarial experience.1T 1T(iv) The commissioner, or a representative appointed by the commissioner may vote only in the event of a tie vote.
	1T(d)  As terms of current Board members appointed by the governor expire, the governor shall appoint each new member or reappointed member to a four-year term.
	1T  (e) When a vacancy occurs in the membership for any reason, the replacement shall be  appointed for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment was  made.
	1T (f) The Board shall elect annually a chair and vice chair from its membership.1T 1T      (g) A majority of the board members is a quorum for the transaction of business.1T 1T      (h) The action of a majority of the members of the quorum is the act...
	(i) The Board shall have the power to:
	(A) enter into contracts to carry out the provisions and purposes of this Act, including, with the approval of the commissioner, contracts with persons or other organizations for the performance of administrative functions;
	(B) sue or be sued, including taking legal action necessary to implement and enforce the plan for risk adjustment adopted pursuant to this Act; and
	(C) establish appropriate rate adjustments, underwriting policies, and other actuarial functions appropriate to the operation of the defined contribution arrangement market in accordance with Act.
	(j) (i) The Board shall prepare and submit an annual report to the department for inclusion in the department's annual market report.
	(ii) The Board shall periodically report its activities to the Legislature.
	B.  The Exchange shall:
	(1) Facilitate the purchase and sale of defined contribution health plans for qualified small employers on the Exchange;
	(2) Meet the requirements of this Act and any regulations implemented under this Act.
	C.  The Exchange may contract with an eligible entity for any of its functions described in this Act.
	D.  The Exchange may enter into information-sharing agreements with federal and state agencies and other state exchanges to carry out its responsibilities under this Act provided such agreements include adequate protections with respect to the confide...
	Section 5. General Requirements
	A. The Exchange shall:
	(1) Post qualified defined contribution plans on the Exchange;
	(2) Determine employer eligibility to participate on the Exchange based on the criteria established in law and the plan of operation;
	(3) Collect individual health information for underwriting and risk adjustment purposes;
	(4) Post Exchange-related fees, commissions, and risk adjusted premium rates for defined contribution plans on the Exchange;
	(5) Enable qualified individual employees to select and enroll on a defined contribution plan of their choice;
	(6) Collect fees, commissions, and premium from small employers based on the defined contribution plans selected by their employees and risk adjustment factors;
	(7) Distribute fees in accordance with law, commissions to the producer of record, and premium to participating carriers based on plan selection and risk adjustments made in accordance with law;
	(8) Inform participating carriers monthly of any enrollment changes; and
	(9) Operate a call center to answer general questions about the operational aspects of the Exchange and types of health plans available.
	B.  The Exchange Board shall 1Tsubmit a plan of operation for the defined contribution market to the commissioner. The plan shall:
	1T(1) Establish the methodology for implementing:1T 1T(a) the defined contribution market as set forth in state law; and1T 1T(b) the participation of small employers; 1T 1T(2) Establish regular times and places for meetings of the board;1T 1T(3) Estab...
	1T(7) Determine standard age bands for the Exchange and a standard tier rating structure for the small group market;
	1T(8) Include:1T 1T(a) Parameters an employer may use to designate eligible employees for the defined contribution market; and1T 1T(b) Underwriting mechanisms and employer eligibility guidelines:
	1T(i) consistent with the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act;
	1T(ii) necessary to protect insurance carriers from adverse selection in the defined contribution market; and
	1T(iii) that randomly assign a small employer group to two or more participating carriers for the purpose of determining individual and group risk factors;
	1T (9) Outline how:
	1T(a) Premium rates for a qualified individual are determined, including:
	1T(i) the identification of an initial rate for a qualified individual based on:1T 1T(A) standardized age bands submitted by participating carriers; and1T 1T(B) wellness incentives for the individual as permitted by federal law; and1T 1T(b) The identi...
	1T(d) Standard producer commissions for the Exchange will be determined;1T 1T(e) The Exchange shall distribute premiums to the carriers selected by individuals within an employer group based on each individual's rating factor determined in accordance ...
	1T (g) Create a mechanism for adjusting risk between carriers.
	1T(10) The Board should be guided by the following principles in making decisions and establishing the plan of operation:
	1T(a) Standardize the market inside the Exchange with the market outside the Exchange as much as possible;
	1T(b) Align incentives for the benefit of all stakeholders;
	1T(c) Attain normalized risk, not financial equalization, between participating carriers;
	1T(d) Promote long-term financial viability through appropriate risk mechanisms;
	1T(e) Avoid becoming a risk dumping ground;
	1T(f) Promote consumer choice and responsibility;
	1T(g) Promote transparency;
	1T(h) Promote competition and market-based principles; and
	1T(i) Simplify processes whenever possible.
	1T(11)(a) The plan of operation shall be subject to the review and approval of the Department of Insurance.
	1T(b) The commissioner may reject the plan of operation if it finds that any provision may materially harm consumers, the insurance market, or a participating carrier.
	1TC.  The Exchange Board may amend the plan if necessary to:
	1T(1) maintain the proper functioning and solvency of the defined contribution arrangement market and the risk adjuster mechanism;
	1T (2) mitigate significant issues of risk selection; or
	1T(3) improve the administration of the risk adjuster mechanism including opening  enrollment periodically for the purpose of testing the enrollment and risk adjusting  process.
	1TD. (1)The Department of Insurance shall establish a mechanism in which the participating carriers shall submit their plan base rates, rating factors, and premiums to an independent actuary, appointed by the Department, for review prior to the publi...
	1T     and1T 1T     (c) Share the actuary's analysis and data with the Department for the purposes described in  law.1T 1T     (2) A carrier shall re-submit premium rates if the department contacts the carrier.
	1T     (3) The Department shall:
	1T(a) Develop a standard health questionnaire for purposes of underwriting and risk adjustment on the Exchange;
	1T(b) Establish and collect transparency measures for carriers that compare timely payment practices, solvency ratings, and other consumer-centered measures for posting on the Exchange; and
	1T(c) Oversee carrier compliance for participating on the Exchange.
	Section 6. Duties of Exchange
	A. The Exchange shall:
	(1)  Provide 1Ta consumer comparison of and enrollment in a defined contribution plan posted on the Health Insurance Exchange;
	1T(2)  Include information and a link to enrollment in premium assistance programs and other government assistance programs;
	1T(3) Provide cost and quality comparative information for providers from government and neutral entities; and
	1T(4) Implement the Exchange in accordance with law and the policies adopted by the Exchange Board;1T 1T(5) Facilitate a private sector method for the collection of health insurance premium payments made for a single policy by multiple payers, includi...
	1T(a) a current producer license in good standing;
	1T(b) submission of a completed application created by the Department of Insurance;
	1T(c) agency appointment with a majority of participating carriers in the defined contribution market; and
	1T(d) completion of a defined contribution market training course.
	1TB.   The Exchange may:
	1T(1) Create a mechanism for health plans available in the individual insurance market to be posted and purchased on a separate part of the Exchange.
	Section 7. Participation and Health Plans on Exchange
	A. (1) A small employer carrier that participates in the defined contribution market:
	(a) Shall offer mandatory plans designated by the Exchange Board;
	(b) May offer additional plans on the Exchange that come within the actuarial value of the highest and lowest mandatory plans on the Exchange;
	(c) May not inhibit the ability of an employee to select any plan offered on the Exchange;
	(d) Shall use the same rating and underwriting practices for plans offered inside and outside of the Exchange;
	(e) Shall participate in the risk adjuster mechanism and joint underwriting process developed under state law;
	(f) Shall provide the Exchange with: (i) an employer group's risk factor determined at renewal; (ii) carrier enrollment data; and (iii) rates to the exchange that are net of commissions;
	(g)  May offer new or modify existing products in the defined contribution market: (i) on January 1 of each year;
	(ii) when required by changes in other law; and
	(iii) at other times as established by the Exchange Board.
	(2)(a) An carrier who elects to participate in the defined contribution market shall participate for no less than two years.
	(b) An carrier who does not participate in the Exchange when it is established may not participate on the Exchange during the first two years of the Exchange.
	(3) Small employer health plans offered inside and outside of the Exchange shall
	(a) have the same tier rating structure as determined by the Exchange Board; and
	(b) be subject to the same rating and underwriting restrictions for small group plans under state law.
	B. (1) A small employer that participates in the defined contribution market on the  Exchange shall:
	(a)  Provide a copy of the employer's quarterly wage list to the Exchange for a determination of whether the employees for whom coverage is provided or requested are bona fide employees of the employer;
	(b) Meet the minimum participation level of 75% for eligible employees of an employer or as otherwise determined by law;
	(c) Establish a mechanism for its employees to use pre-tax dollars to purchase a health benefit plan from the defined contribution market on the Exchange which may include:
	(i) a health reimbursement arrangement;
	(ii) a Section 125 Cafeteria plan; or
	(iii) another plan or arrangement similar to Subsection (3)(a)(i) or (ii) which is excluded or deducted from gross income under the Internal Revenue Code;
	(d) Select a default plan;
	(e) Notify employees that:
	(i) they must select a plan or they will automatically be enrolled in the employer’s default plan unless coverage is waived; and
	(ii) the failure to decline coverage will constitute an affirmative election under pre-tax payroll deductions for the employer to begin payroll deductions for health benefit plan premiums;
	Section 8. Funding; Publication of Costs
	1TA. The Exchange may establish and collect a fee0T1T 0T1Tfor the transaction cost of:1T 1T     (1) processing an application on the Exchange;
	1T(2) accepting, processing, and submitting multiple premium payment sources; and
	1T(3) operating a call center.
	B.  The Exchange Board may 1Testablish procedures in compliance with state law to pay for administrative expenses incurred.
	Section 9. Regulations
	A. 1T(1) The Exchange shall adopt administrative rules to operate the Exchange consistent with state law and the plan of operation.
	1T(2) The Exchange may not:
	1T(a) regulate health carriers, health insurance plans, or health insurance producers;
	1T(b) adopt administrative rules, except as otherwise provided in law; or
	1T(c) act as an appeals entity for resolving disputes between a health carrier and an insured.
	1TB.   The Exchange Board shall adopt a plan of operation in accordance with Section 5B.
	Section 10. Relation to Other Laws
	Nothing in this Act, and no action taken by the Exchange pursuant to this Act, shall be construed to preempt or supersede the authority of the commissioner to regulate the business of insurance within this State. Except as expressly provided to the co...
	Section 11. Effective Date
	A.  The Exchange shall be operative within one-year of its passage of this Act.
	B. The Exchange Board may implement the Exchange on a pilot basis as long as the entire
	small group market is eligible to participate in the Exchange within two years of the passage of this Act.
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	Section 1. Title
	This Act shall be known and may be cited as the Defined Contribution Exchange Act.
	Section 2. Purpose and Intent
	The purpose of this Act is to provide for the establishment of a defined contribution market on an internet-based portal to give small employers the option of funding employee health plans on a defined contribution basis and to give employees the abil...
	Section 3. Definitions
	For purposes of this Act:
	A. “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Insurance.
	B.  "Defined contribution plan" means a small group health plan offered through the Exchange that is individually selected by an employee and funded, at least in part, by an employer contribution.
	C. “Defined contribution market” means a health insurance market created through the Exchange that enables employers to fund employee health benefits through an employer determined contribution amount and gives employees the ability to choose any plan...
	D. “Exchange” means the Exchange created pursuant to section 4.
	E. “Exchange Board” created pursuant to Section 4 of this Act.
	F. “Federal Act” means the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
	(Public Law 111-148), as amended by the federal Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-152), and any amendments thereto, or regulations or guidance issued under, those Acts.
	G.  (1) “Health benefit plan” means a policy, contract, certificate or agreement offered or issued  by a health carrier to provide, deliver, arrange for, pay for or reimburse any of the costs of health care services.                                .  ...
	(a) Coverage only for accident, or disability income insurance, or any combination
	thereof;
	(b) Coverage issued as a supplement to liability insurance;
	(c) Liability insurance, including general liability insurance and automobile liability   insurance;
	(d) Workers’ compensation or similar insurance;
	(e) Automobile medical payment insurance;
	(f) Credit-only insurance;
	(g) Coverage for on-site medical clinics; or
	(h) Other similar insurance coverage, specified in federal regulations issued pursuant to  Pub. L. No. 104-191, under which benefits for health care services are secondary or  incidental to other insurance benefits.
	(3) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following benefits if they are provided  under a separate policy, certificate or contract of insurance or are otherwise not an   integral part of the plan:
	(a) Limited scope dental or vision benefits;
	(b) Benefits for long-term care, nursing home care, home health care, community-based  care, or any combination thereof; or
	(c) Other similar, limited benefits specified in federal regulations issued pursuant to Pub.  L. No. 104-191.
	(4) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following benefits if the benefits are  provided under a separate policy, certificate or contract of insurance, there is no  coordination between the provision of the benefits and any exclusion of benefi...
	(a) Coverage only for a specified disease or illness; or
	(b) Hospital indemnity or other fixed indemnity insurance.
	(5) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following if offered as a separate policy,  certificate or contract of insurance:
	(a) Medicare supplemental health insurance as defined under section 1882(g)(1) of the  Social Security Act;
	(b) Coverage supplemental to the coverage provided under chapter 55 of title 10, United  States Code (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services  (CHAMPUS)); or
	(c) Similar supplemental coverage provided to coverage under a group health plan.
	H. “Health carrier” or “carrier” means an entity subject to the insurance laws and regulations of this state, or subject to the jurisdiction of the commissioner, that contracts or offers to contract to provide, deliver, arrange for, pay for, or reimbu...
	I. "Health reimbursement arrangement" means an employer provided health reimbursement arrangement in which reimbursements for medical care expenses are excluded from an employee's gross income under the Internal Revenue Code
	J. “Qualified employer” means a small employer that elects to make its full-time employees eligible for qualified health plans offered through the Exchange, and at the option of the employer, some or all of its part-time employees, provided that the e...
	(1) Has its principal place of business in this State and elects to provide coverage through  the Exchange to all of its eligible employees, wherever employed; or
	(2) Elects to provide coverage through the Exchange to all of its eligible employees who  are principally employed in this State.
	K. “Qualified health plan” means a health benefit plan offered on the Exchange.
	L. “Qualified individual” means an individual, including a minor, who:
	(1) Is seeking to enroll in a qualified health plan offered to individual employees through the Exchange;
	(2) Resides in this State;
	(3) At the time of enrollment, is not incarcerated, other than incarceration pending the  disposition of charges; and
	(4) Is, and is reasonably expected to be, for the entire period for which enrollment is  sought, a citizen or national of the United States or an alien lawfully present in the United  States.
	M.  "Section 125 Cafeteria plan" means a flexible spending arrangement that qualifies under  Section 125, Internal Revenue Code, which permits an employee to contribute pre-tax  dollars to a health benefit plan.
	N. (1) “Small employer” means an employer as such term is defined in state law, subject to  the requirements of the Federal Act and the Public Health Service Act ("PHSA").
	(2) For purposes of this subsection:
	(a) All persons treated as a single employer under subsection (b), (c), (m) or (o) of section  414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be treated as a single employer;
	(b) An employer and any predecessor employer shall be treated as a single employer;
	(c) Employees shall be counted in accordance with state law;
	(d) If an employer was not in existence throughout the preceding calendar year, the  determination of whether that employer is a small employer shall be based on the average  number of employees that is reasonably expected that employer will employ o...
	(e) An employer that makes enrollment in qualified health plans available to its  employees through the Exchange, and would cease to be a small employer by reason of  an increase in the number of its employees, shall continue to be treated as a small...
	Section 4.  Establishment of Exchange
	1T 0T1T 0T 1T     A.   (1)(a) The Exchange is an agency created within state government.
	1T(b) The Exchange shall create and operate an internet-based portal to facilitate the defined contribution market in accordance with state law and the policies adopted in the plan of operation by the Exchange Board.1T 1T(c) The Exchange shall periodi...
	1T     (2)(a) There is created within the Department of Insurance the “Exchange Board," a  nonprofit entity.
	1T(b) The Board shall establish policy for the defined contribution market by adopting the plan of operation in accordance with state law.  1T 1T(c) The Board of Directors shall consist of:1T 1T(i) the following directors appointed by the governor wit...
	1T(B) one director who represents either an individual employee or employer; and
	1T(C) one director who represents the Exchange;1T 1T(ii) one director representing the public employees’ benefit and insurance program with actuarial experience; and
	1T(iii) the commissioner, or a representative of the commissioner who:
	1T(A) is appointed by the commissioner; and1T 1T(B) has actuarial experience.1T 1T(iv) The commissioner, or a representative appointed by the commissioner may vote only in the event of a tie vote.
	1T(d)  As terms of current Board members appointed by the governor expire, the governor shall appoint each new member or reappointed member to a four-year term.
	1T  (e) When a vacancy occurs in the membership for any reason, the replacement shall be  appointed for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment was  made.
	1T (f) The Board shall elect annually a chair and vice chair from its membership.1T 1T      (g) A majority of the board members is a quorum for the transaction of business.1T 1T      (h) The action of a majority of the members of the quorum is the act...
	(i) The Board shall have the power to:
	(A) enter into contracts to carry out the provisions and purposes of this Act, including, with the approval of the commissioner, contracts with persons or other organizations for the performance of administrative functions;
	(B) sue or be sued, including taking legal action necessary to implement and enforce the plan for risk adjustment adopted pursuant to this Act; and
	(C) establish appropriate rate adjustments, underwriting policies, and other actuarial functions appropriate to the operation of the defined contribution arrangement market in accordance with Act.
	(j) (i) The Board shall prepare and submit an annual report to the department for inclusion in the department's annual market report.
	(ii) The Board shall periodically report its activities to the Legislature.
	B.  The Exchange shall:
	(1) Facilitate the purchase and sale of defined contribution health plans for qualified small employers on the Exchange;
	(2) Meet the requirements of this Act and any regulations implemented under this Act.
	C.  The Exchange may contract with an eligible entity for any of its functions described in this Act.
	D.  The Exchange may enter into information-sharing agreements with federal and state agencies and other state exchanges to carry out its responsibilities under this Act provided such agreements include adequate protections with respect to the confide...
	Section 5. General Requirements
	A. The Exchange shall:
	(1) Post qualified defined contribution plans on the Exchange;
	(2) Determine employer eligibility to participate on the Exchange based on the criteria established in law and the plan of operation;
	(3) Collect individual health information for underwriting and risk adjustment purposes;
	(4) Post Exchange-related fees, commissions, and risk adjusted premium rates for defined contribution plans on the Exchange;
	(5) Enable qualified individual employees to select and enroll on a defined contribution plan of their choice;
	(6) Collect fees, commissions, and premium from small employers based on the defined contribution plans selected by their employees and risk adjustment factors;
	(7) Distribute fees in accordance with law, commissions to the producer of record, and premium to participating carriers based on plan selection and risk adjustments made in accordance with law;
	(8) Inform participating carriers monthly of any enrollment changes; and
	(9) Operate a call center to answer general questions about the operational aspects of the Exchange and types of health plans available.
	B.  The Exchange Board shall 1Tsubmit a plan of operation for the defined contribution market to the commissioner. The plan shall:
	1T(1) Establish the methodology for implementing:1T 1T(a) the defined contribution market as set forth in state law; and1T 1T(b) the participation of small employers; 1T 1T(2) Establish regular times and places for meetings of the board;1T 1T(3) Estab...
	1T(7) Determine standard age bands for the Exchange and a standard tier rating structure for the small group market;
	1T(8) Include:1T 1T(a) Parameters an employer may use to designate eligible employees for the defined contribution market; and1T 1T(b) Underwriting mechanisms and employer eligibility guidelines:
	1T(i) consistent with the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act;
	1T(ii) necessary to protect insurance carriers from adverse selection in the defined contribution market; and
	1T(iii) that randomly assign a small employer group to two or more participating carriers for the purpose of determining individual and group risk factors;
	1T (9) Outline how:
	1T(a) Premium rates for a qualified individual are determined, including:
	1T(i) the identification of an initial rate for a qualified individual based on:1T 1T(A) standardized age bands submitted by participating carriers; and1T 1T(B) wellness incentives for the individual as permitted by federal law; and1T 1T(b) The identi...
	1T(d) Standard producer commissions for the Exchange will be determined;1T 1T(e) The Exchange shall distribute premiums to the carriers selected by individuals within an employer group based on each individual's rating factor determined in accordance ...
	1T (g) Create a mechanism for adjusting risk between carriers.
	1T(10) The Board should be guided by the following principles in making decisions and establishing the plan of operation:
	1T(a) Standardize the market inside the Exchange with the market outside the Exchange as much as possible;
	1T(b) Align incentives for the benefit of all stakeholders;
	1T(c) Attain normalized risk, not financial equalization, between participating carriers;
	1T(d) Promote long-term financial viability through appropriate risk mechanisms;
	1T(e) Avoid becoming a risk dumping ground;
	1T(f) Promote consumer choice and responsibility;
	1T(g) Promote transparency;
	1T(h) Promote competition and market-based principles; and
	1T(i) Simplify processes whenever possible.
	1T(11)(a) The plan of operation shall be subject to the review and approval of the Department of Insurance.
	1T(b) The commissioner may reject the plan of operation if it finds that any provision may materially harm consumers, the insurance market, or a participating carrier.
	1TC.  The Exchange Board may amend the plan if necessary to:
	1T(1) maintain the proper functioning and solvency of the defined contribution arrangement market and the risk adjuster mechanism;
	1T (2) mitigate significant issues of risk selection; or
	1T(3) improve the administration of the risk adjuster mechanism including opening  enrollment periodically for the purpose of testing the enrollment and risk adjusting  process.
	1TD. (1)The Department of Insurance shall establish a mechanism in which the participating carriers shall submit their plan base rates, rating factors, and premiums to an independent actuary, appointed by the Department, for review prior to the publi...
	1T     and1T 1T     (c) Share the actuary's analysis and data with the Department for the purposes described in  law.1T 1T     (2) A carrier shall re-submit premium rates if the department contacts the carrier.
	1T     (3) The Department shall:
	1T(a) Develop a standard health questionnaire for purposes of underwriting and risk adjustment on the Exchange;
	1T(b) Establish and collect transparency measures for carriers that compare timely payment practices, solvency ratings, and other consumer-centered measures for posting on the Exchange; and
	1T(c) Oversee carrier compliance for participating on the Exchange.
	Section 6. Duties of Exchange
	A. The Exchange shall:
	(1)  Provide 1Ta consumer comparison of and enrollment in a defined contribution plan posted on the Health Insurance Exchange;
	1T(2)  Include information and a link to enrollment in premium assistance programs and other government assistance programs;
	1T(3) Provide cost and quality comparative information for providers from government and neutral entities; and
	1T(4) Implement the Exchange in accordance with law and the policies adopted by the Exchange Board;1T 1T(5) Facilitate a private sector method for the collection of health insurance premium payments made for a single policy by multiple payers, includi...
	1T(a) a current producer license in good standing;
	1T(b) submission of a completed application created by the Department of Insurance;
	1T(c) agency appointment with a majority of participating carriers in the defined contribution market; and
	1T(d) completion of a defined contribution market training course.
	1TB.   The Exchange may:
	1T(1) Create a mechanism for health plans available in the individual insurance market to be posted and purchased on a separate part of the Exchange.
	Section 7. Participation and Health Plans on Exchange
	A. (1) A small employer carrier that participates in the defined contribution market:
	(a) Shall offer mandatory plans designated by the Exchange Board;
	(b) May offer additional plans on the Exchange that come within the actuarial value of the highest and lowest mandatory plans on the Exchange;
	(c) May not inhibit the ability of an employee to select any plan offered on the Exchange;
	(d) Shall use the same rating and underwriting practices for plans offered inside and outside of the Exchange;
	(e) Shall participate in the risk adjuster mechanism and joint underwriting process developed under state law;
	(f) Shall provide the Exchange with: (i) an employer group's risk factor determined at renewal; (ii) carrier enrollment data; and (iii) rates to the exchange that are net of commissions;
	(g)  May offer new or modify existing products in the defined contribution market: (i) on January 1 of each year;
	(ii) when required by changes in other law; and
	(iii) at other times as established by the Exchange Board.
	(2)(a) An carrier who elects to participate in the defined contribution market shall participate for no less than two years.
	(b) An carrier who does not participate in the Exchange when it is established may not participate on the Exchange during the first two years of the Exchange.
	(3) Small employer health plans offered inside and outside of the Exchange shall
	(a) have the same tier rating structure as determined by the Exchange Board; and
	(b) be subject to the same rating and underwriting restrictions for small group plans under state law.
	B. (1) A small employer that participates in the defined contribution market on the  Exchange shall:
	(a)  Provide a copy of the employer's quarterly wage list to the Exchange for a determination of whether the employees for whom coverage is provided or requested are bona fide employees of the employer;
	(b) Meet the minimum participation level of 75% for eligible employees of an employer or as otherwise determined by law;
	(c) Establish a mechanism for its employees to use pre-tax dollars to purchase a health benefit plan from the defined contribution market on the Exchange which may include:
	(i) a health reimbursement arrangement;
	(ii) a Section 125 Cafeteria plan; or
	(iii) another plan or arrangement similar to Subsection (3)(a)(i) or (ii) which is excluded or deducted from gross income under the Internal Revenue Code;
	(d) Select a default plan;
	(e) Notify employees that:
	(i) they must select a plan or they will automatically be enrolled in the employer’s default plan unless coverage is waived; and
	(ii) the failure to decline coverage will constitute an affirmative election under pre-tax payroll deductions for the employer to begin payroll deductions for health benefit plan premiums;
	Section 8. Funding; Publication of Costs
	1TA. The Exchange may establish and collect a fee0T1T 0T1Tfor the transaction cost of:1T 1T     (1) processing an application on the Exchange;
	1T(2) accepting, processing, and submitting multiple premium payment sources; and
	1T(3) operating a call center.
	B.  The Exchange Board may 1Testablish procedures in compliance with state law to pay for administrative expenses incurred.
	Section 9. Regulations
	A. 1T(1) The Exchange shall adopt administrative rules to operate the Exchange consistent with state law and the plan of operation.
	1T(2) The Exchange may not:
	1T(a) regulate health carriers, health insurance plans, or health insurance producers;
	1T(b) adopt administrative rules, except as otherwise provided in law; or
	1T(c) act as an appeals entity for resolving disputes between a health carrier and an insured.
	1TB.   The Exchange Board shall adopt a plan of operation in accordance with Section 5B.
	Section 10. Relation to Other Laws
	Nothing in this Act, and no action taken by the Exchange pursuant to this Act, shall be construed to preempt or supersede the authority of the commissioner to regulate the business of insurance within this State. Except as expressly provided to the co...
	Section 11. Effective Date
	A.  The Exchange shall be operative within one-year of its passage of this Act.
	B. The Exchange Board may implement the Exchange on a pilot basis as long as the entire
	small group market is eligible to participate in the Exchange within two years of the passage of this Act.
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